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ASSEMBLY YEAR

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
Tth
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th

27th
28th
29th
30th
31st
32nd
33rd
34th
35th
36th

SUCCESSION OF MODERATORS

1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998

1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

NAME

RE W. Jack Williamson
TE Erskine L. Jackson
RE Leon F. Hendrick
TE William A. Mclllwaine
RE John T. Clark

TE G. Aiken Taylor

RE William F. Joseph Jr.
TE Paul G. Settle

RE Kenneth L. Ryskamp
TE R. Laird Harris

RE L. B. Austin Il

TE James M. Baird Jr.
RE Richard C. Chewning
TE Frank M. Barker Jr.
RE Gerald Sovereign

TE D. James Kennedy
RE John B. White, Jr.
TE Cortez A. Cooper Jr.
RE Mark Belz

TE W. Wilson Benton Jr.
RE G. Richard Hostetter
TE William S. Barker 11
RE Frank A. Brock

TE Charles A. McGowan
RE Samuel J. Duncan
TE Kennedy Smartt

PLACE OF ASSEMBLY

Birmingham, AL
Macon, GA
Jackson, MS
Greenville, SC
Smyrna, GA

Grand Rapids, Ml
Charlotte, NC
Savannah, GA

Fort Lauderdale, FL
Grand Rapids, Ml
Norfolk, VA

Baton Rouge, LA
St. Louis, MO
Philadelphia, PA
Grand Rapids, Ml
Knoxville, TN

La Mirada, CA
Atlanta, GA
Birmingham, AL
Roanoke, VA
Columbia, SC
Atlanta, GA

Dallas, TX

Fort Lauderdale, FL
Colorado Springs, CO
St. Louis, MO

TE Donald B. Patterson (Honorary)

RE Thomas F. Leopard
TE Morton H. Smith

RE Stephen M. Fox

TE Joseph F. “Skip” Ryan
RE Joel Belz

TE J. Ligon Duncan 11
RE Howard Q. Davis Jr.
TE Dominic A. Aquila
RE E. J. Nusbaum

TE Paul D. Kooistra

3

Louisville, KY
Tampa, FL
Dallas, TX
Birmingham, AL
Charlotte, NC
Pittsburgh, PA
Chattanooga, TN
Atlanta, GA
Memphis, TN
Dallas, TX



MODERATORS, continued

ASSEMBLY YEAR NAME PLACE OF ASSEMBLY
37th 2009 RE Bradford L. “Brad” Bradley Orlando, FL
38th 2010 TE Harry L. Reeder Il Nashville, TN
39th 2011 RE Daniel A. Carrell Virginia Beach, VA
40th 2012 TE Michael F. Ross Louisville, KY
41st 2013 RE Bruce Terrell Greenville, SC
42nd 2014 TE Bryan S. Chapell Houston, TX
43rd 2015 RE James W. Wert Jr. Chattanooga, TN
44th 2016 TE George W. Robertson Jr. Mobile, AL
45th 2017 RE Alexander Jun Greensboro, NC
46th 2018 TE Irwyn L. Ince Jr. Atlanta, GA
47th 2019 RE J. Howard “Howie” Donahoe Dallas, TX
48th 2021 TE L. Roy Taylor St. Louis, MO
49th 2022 RE John R. Bise Birmingham, AL
50th 2023 TE Fred Greco Memphis, TN

SUCCESSION OF STATED CLERKS

YEARS NAME

1973 - 1988 TE Morton H. Smith
1988 - 1998 TE Paul R. Gilchrist
1998 - 2020 TE L. Roy Taylor Jr.
2021 - TE Bryan Chapell



PART I

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEES AND AGENCIES
2023-2024

I. OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Moderator

TE Fred Greco

23434 Fairbranch Drive

Katy, TX 77494

Phone: 281-392-0002

E-mail: fred.greco@cckpca.org

Stated Clerk

TE Bryan Chapell

1700 North Brown Road, Suite 105
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone: 678-825-1000

E-mail: ac@pcanet.org
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Il. MINISTRIES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Administration

TE Bryan Chapell, Coordinator
1700 North Brown Road, Suite 105
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone:  678-825-1000

E-mail: ac@pcanet.org
WWW.pcaac.org

Committee on Discipleship Ministries
TE Stephen T. Estock, Coordinator
1700 North Brown Road, Suite 102
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone:  678-825-1100

E-mail: sestock@pcanet.org
www.pcacdm.org

Covenant College

TE Brad Voyles, Interim President
14049 Scenic Highway

Lookout Mountain, GA 30750-4164
Phone: 706-419-1119

Email:  brad.voyles@covenant.edu
www.covenant.edu

Covenant Theological Seminary
TE Tom C. Gibbs, President
12330 Conway Road

St. Louis, MO 63141-8609
Phone:  314-434-4044

E-mail:
tom.gibbs@covenantseminary.edu
www.covenantseminary.edu

Mission to North America

TE Irwyn Ince, Coordinator
1700 North Brown Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone: 678-825-1200

E-mail: iince@pcanet.org
WWW.pcamna.org

Mission to the World

TE Lloyd Kim, Coordinator
1600 North Brown Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8141
Phone: 678-823-0004

E-mail: lloyd.kim@mtw.org
WWWw.mtw.org

PCA Foundation, Inc.

RE Timothy W. Townsend, President
1700 North Brown Road, Suite 103
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone:  678-825-1040

E-mail: ttownsend@pcanet.org
www.pcafoundation.com

Geneva Benefits Group

TE Edward W. Dunnington, President
1700 North Brown Road, Suite 106
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone:  678-825-1260

E-mail:
ed.dunnington@genevabenefits.org
www. genevabenefits.org

Reformed University Fellowship
RE Will W. Huss Jr., Coordinator
1600 North Brown Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043-8143
Phone: 678-825-1070

E-mail: will.huss@ruf.org
www.ruf.org

Ridge Haven

TE Cameron Anderson, Exec. Director
215 Ridge Haven Road

Brevard, NC 28712

Phone: 828-862-3916

E-mail:
cameron.anderson@ridgehaven.org
www.ridgehaven.org
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I11. PERMANENT COMMITTEES
(2023-2024)

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN: TE Robert Brunson VICE CHAIRMAN: RE Danny McDaniel
SECRETARY:: RE Pat Hodge

Class of 2027
RE Dave Cias, Houston Metro
TE Jason Helopoulos, Great Lakes RE Alan Walters, Mississippi Valley

Class of 2026
TE Michael Dixon, Fellowship RE Danny McDaniel, Houston Metro

Class of 2025
TE Roger G. Collins, Tennessee Valley RE Richard Dolan, Georgia Foothills
TE Steve Jeantet, Suncoast Florida

Class of 2024

TE Robert F. Brunson, Metro Atlanta RE Frank Cohee, Providence
RE Pat Hodge, Calvary

Alternates
TE EJ Nusbaum, Rocky Mountain RE Richard Phillips, Calvary

Chairman of Committee or Board, or Designate

TE Thomas M. Harr, New Jersey RE Martin A. Moore, Georgia Foothills
Committee on Discipleship Ministries Covenant College

TE Hansoo Jin, Korean Capital TE Hugh Barlett, Missouri

Mission to North America Covenant Theological Seminary

TE James Richter, Tennessee Valley TE Martin Wagner, Evangel

Mission to the World PCA Foundation

TE Josh Martin, Calvary TE Andrew E. Field, Metro New York
Reformed University Fellowship Geneva Benefits

TE Richard Smith, Susquehanna Valley
Ridge Haven
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COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES
CHAIRMAN: TE Thomas Michael Harr Jr. VICE CHAIRMAN: TE W. Scott Barber
SECRETARY: RE Taylor Clement

Class of 2028
TE Richard Burguet, Central Florida RE David Hinkley, Great Lakes
TE Robert Cathcart, Calvary

Class of 2027
TE Christopher Lee Hutchings., Ohio RE Randy Stair, Metro Atlanta
RE Taylor Clement, Missouri

Class of 2026
TE W. Scott Barber, Georgia Foothills RE Dan Barber, Central Indiana
TE Dean Williams, Mississippi Valley

Class of 2025
TE Thomas Michael Harr Jr., New Jersey RE Jacob Lightsey Wallace, James River
RE Jeremy Whitley, South Texas

Class of 2024
TE Charles Johnson, Evangel RE Dennis Crowe, Southeast Alabama
TE Dave Lindberg, North Texas

Alternates
TE Dave Vosseller, Savannah River RE Larkin Chapman, Mississippi Valley

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA
CHAIRMAN: TE Hansoo Jin VICE CHAIRMAN: RE Timothy Threadgill
SECRETARY: RE Jason Kang

Class of 2028
TE Jeremy Byrd, Great Lakes RE Brett Doster, Gulf Coast
RE Lance Kinzer, Heartland

Class of 2027
TE Dean Faulkner, Central Carolina RE Timothy Threadgill, Mississippi Valley
TE Hansoo Jin, Korean Capital

Class of 2026
TE Roland Barnes, Savannah River RE Brent Andersen, Central Carolina
RE Jason Kang, Metro Atlanta

Class of 2025
TE R. Lyle Caswell Jr., Southwest Florida RE Ernie Shipman, Northern New England
TE Robert A. Willetts, Tidewater

Class of 2024
TE Robert Penny, Mississippi Valley RE Keith W. Goben, Pacific Northwest
RE Julian Battle, Savannah River

Alternates
TE Hunter Brewer, Covenant RE Samuel Suttle, Mississippi Valley
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COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD
CHAIRMAN: TE Owen Lee VICE CHAIRMAN: TE James Richter
SECRETARY: TE William Dempsey TREASURER: RE Daryl Brister

Class of 2028

TE Joshua Rieger, Houston Metro RE Bryan Wintersteen, Evangel
RE Scott Wulff, Ohio
Class of 2027
TE Maranatha Chung, Philadelphia RE Theo Hagg, Westminster

TE Owen Lee, Korean Capital
Class of 2026

TE Shaun M. Nolan, Pittsburgh RE John E. Bateman, North Texas
TE Oscar R. Aylor, Blue Ridge
Class of 2025
TE Brett W. Carl, Tidewater RE Byron Johnson, Metro Atlanta

TE William E. Dempsey, Mississippi Valley

Class of 2024
TE James E. Richter, Tennessee Valley RE Daryl Brister, Houston Metro
RE David Kliewer, Rocky Mountain

Alternates
TE Tom Patton, Evangel RE Alexander Jun, Korean SW Orng Cnty

COMMITTEE ON REFORMED UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP
CHAIRMAN: TE Joshua A. Martin VICE CHAIRMAN: RE Charles Duggan
SECRETARY:: TE Jackson Howell

Class of 2028

TE Kenneth Foster, Heritage RE Stephen Berry, S New England
RE Tobe Hester, Lowcountry
Class of 2027
TE Martin Biggs, Hills and Plains RE Justen Ellis, Northwest Georgia

TE Eric Zellner, Southeast Alabama
Class of 2026

TE Iron D. Kim, Northern California RE Jeremy Kath, Nashville
RE Rob Grabenkort, Georgia Foothills
Class of 2025
TE Joshua A. Martin, Calvary RE Charles Powell Jr., Evangel

TE David Osborne, Eastern Carolina

Class of 2024
TE Jackson Howell, Tidewater RE Charles Duggan I11, Central Georgia
RE Niles McNeel, Mississippi

Alternates
TE David Felker, Mississippi Valley Vacancy
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IV. AGENCIES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT COLLEGE
CHAIRMAN: RE John Truschel VICE CHAIRMAN: RE R. Craig Wood

SECRETARY': RE Robert Wilkinson

TREASURER: RE Martin A. Moore

Class of 2027

TE Scott Seaton, Potomac
TE Thurman Williams, Missouri

RE Michael Kramer, Tennesee Valley
RE Ken Smith, North Texas

RE John Truschel, Eastern Carolina
RE Robert Wilkinson, Missouri

RE R. Craig Wood, Blue Ridge

Class of 2026

TE Thomas Groelsema, Central Carolina
TE Lance Lewis, Northern California
TE Sean McGowan, Gulf Coast

TE Omari Hill, Central Carolina

RE Don Mellott, Pacific Northwest
RE Towner Scheffler, Piedmont Triad
RE Gordon Sluis, Mississippi Valley

Class of 2025

TE Bradley J. Barnes, Southern New England
TE Alexander Brown, Savannah River

RE David Caines, Tennessee Valley
RE Mark Griggs, Tennessee Valley
RE Bradley M. Harris, Covenant
RE Drew Jelgerhuis, Great Lakes
RE Sam Smartt, Tennessee Valley

Class of 2024

TE Matthew David Fray, North Texas
TE Duncan Highmark, Missouri

10

RE Richard T. Bowser, Eastern Carolina
RE Robert Curtis, Southwest Florida

RE Martin A. Moore, Georgia Foothills

RE William H. Ryan, South Florida

RE Stephen E. Sligh, Southwest Florida
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
CHAIRMAN: TE Hugh M. Barlett VICE CHAIRMAN: RE Miles E. Gresham
SECRETARY: RE Frank Wicks

Class of 2027

TE Jimmy Agan, Metro Atlanta RE Mark Ensio, Arizona

TE Robert Flayhart, Evangel RE John Fitch, South Texas

TE Fredric Ryan Laughlin, Potomac RE Dwight Jones, Central Georgia
Class of 2026

TE Russell St. John, Missouri RE James Albritton, Evangel

TE David Sinclair, Calvary RE Doug Hickel, Missouri

RE Ron McNalley, North Texas
RE Walter Turner, Pittsburgh

Class of 2025
TE Brian Cosby, Tennessee Valley RE Samuel N. Graham, Covenant
RE Miles E. Gresham, Evangel
RE Donald Guthrie, Chicago Metro
RE Otis Pickett, Mississippi Valley
RE Curtis S. Shidemantle, Ascension

Class of 2024
TE Hugh M. Barlett, Missouri RE William Bennett, Evangel
RE Jonathan P. Seda, Heritage
RE Paul R. Stoll, Chicago Metro
RE Gif Thornton, Nashville
RE Frank Wicks Jr., Missouri

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF PCA FOUNDATION
CHAIRMAN: TE Martin Wagner VICE CHAIRMAN: RE W. Russell Trapp
SECRETARY:: RE Willis L. Frazer

Class of 2027
TE Solomon Kim, Southern New England RE William O. Stone Jr., Miss. Valley

Class of 2026
RE Owen H. Malcolm, Georgia Foothills
RE W. Russell Trapp, Providence
DE Andrew Schmidt, Central Carolina

Class of 2025
TE Martin Wagner, Evangel RE Willis L. Frazer, Covenant

Class of 2024

TE Patrick W. Curles, Southeast Alabama RE John Alexander, Metro Atlanta
RE Rob W. Morton, Central Georgia

11
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF GENEVA BENEFITS
CHAIRMAN: TE Andrew E. Field VICE CHAIRMAN: RE Chris Rogers
SECRETARY: TE Jon Medlock TREASURER: RE Chet Lilly

Class of 2027
RE L. Robert Clark, Tennessee Valley
RE David C. Allegood, Pittsburgh
RE Huey Townsend, Mississippi Valley

Class of 2026
TE William Chang, Korean SW Orange Co. RE Ken Downer, Highlands
RE Chris Rogers, Covenant

Class of 2025
TE Roderick Miles, Northern California RE Gary D. Campbell, Metro Atlanta
RE Scott P. Magnuson, Pittsburgh

Class of 2024
TE Andrew E. Field, Metropolitan NY RE Cody Dick, Houston Metro
DE Theodore J. Dankovich, Calvary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF RIDGE HAVEN
PRESIDENT: TE David Sasser Hall VICE PRESIDENT: TE Richard Smith
SECRETARY/TREASURER: RE John Randall Berger

Class of 2028
TE Travis Hutchinson, Southern New England RE Tuan La, South Texas

Class of 2027
TE David Sasser Hall, Fellowship
TE Richard Smith, Susquehanna Valley

Class of 2026
RE Art Fox, North Florida
RE Ellison Smith, Pee Dee

Class of 2025
TE Larry Doughan, lowa RE John Randall Berger, Eastern Carolina

Class of 2024
TE David Hart Sanders, Pee Dee RE Pete Austin IV, Tennessee Valley

12
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V. SPECIAL COMMITTEES

THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN: RE KJ Drake  SECRETARY: RE Edward Currie

Class of 2026

TE Jonathan Master, Calvary RE James Elkin, Mississippi Valley
Class of 2025
TE Guy Richard, Metro Atlanta RE KJ Drake, Central Indiana
Class of 2024
TE Bruce Baugus, Great Lakes RE Edward Currie, Mississippi Valley
Alternates
TE Drew Martin, Central Carolina RE Jim Wert, Metro Atlanta

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL BUSINESS
CHAIRMAN: RE Fredric Marcinak SECRETARY:: TE Jason Piland

Class of 2027

TE Stephen Tipton, Gulf Coast RE Chris Shoemaker, S New England
Class of 2026

TE Jason Piland, Ohio RE Bryce Sullivan, Nashville
Class of 2025

TE J. Scott Phillips, Providence RE Matt Fender, James River
Class of 2024

TE Joel Craig St. Clair 1l, Potomac RE Fredric Marcinak, Calvary

Alternates
TE Per Almquist, Northern New England RE John Ward Weiss, Southeast Alabama

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
CHAIRMAN: TE L. Roy Taylor VICE CHAIRMAN:
SECRETARY:: RE James Walters

Class of 2026

TE David Gilleran, Blue Ridge RE Dennis Watts, Mississippi Valley
Class of 2025

TE Wallace Tinsley, Fellowship RE Billy Ball, Evangel
Class of 2024

TE L. Roy Taylor, Georgia Foothills RE James Isbell, Tennessee Valley

Alternates
TE Nathan Chambers, Pacific Northwest RE Aaron Reeves, Hills and Plains

Ex-Officio Member
TE Bryan Chapell, Northern Illinois

13
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V1. STANDING JUDICIAL COMMISSION
CHAIRMAN: RE Jack Wilson VICE CHAIRMAN: RE Samuel Duncan
SECRETARY: RE Howie Donahoe ~ ASST. SECRETARY': TE Fred Greco

Class of 2027

TE Rhett Dodson, Ohio RE Daniel A. Carrell, James River

TE Brad Evans, Southern New England RE John Maynard, Central Florida

TE David Garner, Philadelphia Metro West RE John B. White Jr., Metro Atlanta
Class of 2026

TE Art Sartorius, Siouxlands RE James Eggert, Southwest Florida

TE Fred Greco, Houston Metro RE John Bise, Providence

TE Guy Prentiss Waters, Mississippi Valley RE John Pickering, Evangel
Class of 2025

TE Paul L. Bankson, Central Georgia RE Steve Dowling, Southeast Alabama

TE David F. Coffin Jr., Potomac RE Frederick Neikirk, Ascension

TE Paul D. Kooistra, Warrior RE R. Jackson Wilson, Georgia Foothills
Class of 2024

TE Hoochan Paul Lee, Korean Northeastern RE Howie Donahoe, Pacific Northwest

TE Sean M. Lucas, Covenant RE Melton Ledford Duncan, Calvary

TE Michael F. Ross, Columbus Metro RE Samuel J. Duncan, Grace

Clerk of the Commission
TE Bryan Chapell, Northern Illinois

14



PART Il

JOURNAL

MINUTES OF THE FIFTIETH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

First Session — Tuesday Evening
June 13, 2023

50-1 Assembly Called to Order and Opening Worship

The Fiftieth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
gathered for the opening worship service at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 13,
2023, at the Renasant Convention Center in Memphis, Tennessee. Outgoing
Moderator, RE John Bise, called the Assembly to order for worship and
observance of the Lord’s Supper. TE Randy Thompson preached from
Lamentations 3:19-24.

Following worship, the Assembly recessed at 8:10 p.m. to reconvene
at 8:30 p.m.

50-2  Assembly Reconvened — Declaration of Quorum and Enroliment

The Moderator reconvened the Assembly at 8:30 p.m. for business.
He called on RE Sam Graham to open the Assembly with prayer. The
Moderator declared a quorum present, with a total of 2,290 (1599 TEs, 691
REs) enrolled.

50-3  Video of First General Assembly Moderator’s Sermon
The Assembly viewed a video portion of the audio sermon of RE Jack
Williamson, Moderator of the first General Assembly of the PCA.

50-4  Voting Devices
At the Moderator’s request, Mr. Jonathan Calloway briefed the
Assembly on the use of the voting devices for the Assembly.

50-5 Nominations for Moderator
The Moderator opened the floor for nominations for Moderator of the
Fiftieth General Assembly.
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TE David Strain placed in nomination TE Fred Greco.

TE Charles McGowan placed in nomination TE Randy Pope.

A motion to close the nominations was made, seconded, and adopted,
and the Moderator declared nominations closed.

50-6  Election of Moderator

The Assembly proceeded to vote for Moderator, and TE Fred Greco
was elected, 1077-739.

Moderator Greco assumed the chair. He briefly addressed the
Assembly, giving thanks and urging a spirit of collegiality.

TE Bob Brunson, Chairman of the Administrative Committee,
presented to retiring Moderator Bise a plaque in token of the Assembly’s
appreciation for his year of service as Moderator of the 49th General
Assembly.

50-7 Docket

TE Bryan Chapell, Stated Clerk, presented the third draft of the
Docket (p. 1057), which was moved, seconded, and passed. The Moderator
declared the docket adopted.

50-8 Election of Clerks, Assistant Parliamentarians, and Committee on

Thanks

On recommendation by the Stated Clerk to the Moderator, the
following men were elected, by the adoption of an in gross motion, to serve
the Assembly: TEs Paul L. Bankson, Hoochan Paul Lee, Kenneth A. McHeard,
and D. Steven Meyerhoff, recording clerks; TE Eddie Lim, voting screen
operator; TE Per Almquist, timekeeper; Initial Production Group (IPG), event
technology production team; RE Richard “Ric” Springer, Chairman of the
floor clerks; TE Tom Taylor, Vice Chairman of the floor clerks; TE Tom Stein,
Assistant to the Chairman of the Floor Clerks; TE Larry Roff, Assembly
organist; RE Sam Duncan, TE Matthew Bradley, and RE John B. White Jr.,
assistant parliamentarians; and RE Mel Duncan, TE Caleb Cangelosi, and TE
Jon Medlock, Committee on Thanks. TE L. Roy Taylor was declared Stated
Clerk Emeritus.

50-9 Commission to Review Minutes
The Moderator appointed TEs Steve Meyerhof, Matthew Bradley, and
Roy Taylor, and RE John White as a Commission to review the final minutes.

50-10 Report of the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
TE Bryan Chapell, Stated Clerk, presented his report, opening with
prayer. (For a full report of the Stated Clerk, see Appendix A, p. 121.)
16
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TE Chapell introduced RE Jim Wert, Chairman of the 50th
Celebration Committee, who reported on its work and plans.

The Stated Clerk then read a Resolution of praise to the Lord and
honor to the founding fathers and mothers of the PCA, who were asked to stand
and presented with an official copy of the Resolution. The Assembly affirmed
the Resolution with a standing ovation and a hearty “Amen.”

Whereas the Presbyterian Church in America by the special providence of God, the Father,
was blessed with visionary founders
who called this body of believers to form a family of churches faithful
to the Lord Jesus Christ;

Whereas by the gracious provision of God, the Son, these founders unfurled before the world a banner of
commitrent to be faithful to the Scriptures, true to the Reformed faith, and obedient to the
Great Commission;

Whereas by the great power of God the Holy Spirit this church yet prays to a be a faithful instrament of that gospel light
in this present darkness for all who call upon the name of Jesus, even as many as the Lord bimself shall call; and,

Whereas we believe ourselves to honor God by remembrance of the courageous churchmen he united in 1973 to give such scriptural

integrity, confessional conviction, and missionary zeal fo the very foundation of the Presbyterian Church in America;

Thercfore, at this 50th General Assembly we lift our hearts in praise to God by remembering all of our

Jounding fathers, blessing our founding mothers who supported them, and giving special recognition to

those who yet gather with us here today. To you, our founders, with deepest gratitude we say, “Because
of you our children may say, ‘In this church, we learned the truth of God’s Word, the grace of God’s ways,
and the wideness of God’s mercy.” With your example and for Christ's glory, we will endeavor to continue

your legacy in the Presbyterian Church in America, and pledge anew,
by the grace of God, to work for ber
peace, purity, and unity
until every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lard.”

The Stated Clerk continued with his report, celebrating God’s
faithfulness through the 50 years of the PCA.

The Moderator introduced three TEs, who led the Assembly in prayer
for various matters of concern for the PCA. TE Ken McHeard gave thanks for
spiritual leaders in the PCA who have now gone to glory and asked God’s
blessing on the celebration of our 50th year. TE Matthew Bradley prayed for
those grieving in the aftermath of the shootings at Covenant School in
Nashville. TE Billy Park prayed for the future growth and mission work of the
PCA.

50-11 BCO Amendments Sent by 49th Assembly to the Presbyteries
The Stated Clerk presented the BCO amendments sent down by the
49th General Assembly to the Presbyteries for voting, ten of which had
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received ratification by two-thirds (2/3) of the Presbyteries. He moved that
they be voted on in gross by this Assembly. (See p. 133 for tallies of Presbytery
votes.)

Items 2 (BCO 8-8), 3 (BCO 15-1 and 15-3), 4 (BCO 16-4), 5 (BCO
21-4 and 24-1), 6 (BCO 31-1 and 33-4), 8 (BCO 35-1 through 5), 9 (BCO 38-
1), and 12 (BCO 43-2 and 43-3), were moved by the Moderator for final
approval by the 50th Assembly and adopted in gross. 1487-22-28.

The Enrollment was updated to 2164 commissioners. Two-thirds (2/3)
of half the enrollment is required to pass the RAO amendments, a total of 722.

Item 11 (BCO 42-6) was adopted, 1363-84-74.

Item 10 (BCO 38-1 and 42-2) was adopted, 1428-29-52.

50-12 Partial Report of the Review of Presbytery Records

TE Paul Lee, chairman, opened the report in prayer.

The chairman moved in gross the RPR-approved changes to the RAO
(see RPR Report to GA, Appendix Q, p. 510, V. General Recommendations
6-9).

Items 6-9 passed, meeting the requisite 2/3 of half of the registered
commissioners, 1365-5-43.

The report was closed with prayer.

50-13 Partial Report of the Overtures Committee
RE Steve Dowling, Chairman, opened the report with prayer.
Recommendation 7, that Overture 7 be answered in the
affirmative as amended, was adopted, 1271-88-39, amending RAO 4-21.d.

PARTIAL REPORT OF THE OVERTURES COMMITTEE
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

IV. Recommendations
7. That Overture 7 from Southern New England Presbytery ("Amend
RAO 4-21.d for Committees of Commissioners to Review Committee
and Board Compliance and Policies," p. 979) be answered in the
affirmative as amended. 122-12-0

Be it resolved that RAO 4-21.d be amended by adding
paragraph (4) as follows (underlining for new section):
d. The contents of the minutes should include the
following items:
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1. The names of persons leading in opening and
closing prayers at all sessions;

2. Inthe event of a called meeting, the portion of the
call stating the purpose of the meeting should be
recorded verbatim in the minutes;

3. A recording of the actions of the Committee or
Board, including all motions adopted and business
transacted, together with such additional
information as the Committee or Board deems
desirable for historical purposes. Ordinarily in
church courts, motions that are lost are not
included in the record unless an affirmative vote
for the lost motion is recorded, in which case the
lost motion must be shown. Each main motion
should normally be recorded in a separate
paragraph. Subsidiary and procedural motions
may be recorded in the same paragraph with the
main motion to which they pertain. Main motions
may be recorded in the same paragraph, if they are
closely related and pertain to the same item of
business.

A recording of information sufficient to demonstrate the Committee's or
Board’s implementation of instructions received from General Assembly and

of material policies and material policy changes adopted by the Committee or
Board in that vear.

Respectfully submitted,
RE Steven Dowling, Chairman RE Edward Wright, Secretary

50-14 Partial Report of the Standing Judicial Commission (SJC)

RE Jack Wilson, Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer.

The chairman presented proposed changes to OMSJC (4.2; 4.4.a, b;
8.4.a), which were adopted in gross, 1269-8-33.

50-15 A brief celebratory testimony video regarding the future of the PCA
was presented to the Assembly.

50-16 Cooperative Ministries Committee (CMC) Report

TE John Bise, Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and presented
the report (see Appendix M, p. 449), which was received as information.

The Chairman closed with prayer.
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50-17 Report of the Committee on Constitutional Business (CCB)

TE Larry Hoop, Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and presented
its report, reviewing the duties of the CCB as outlined in RAO 8-2 and
reporting on this year’s CCB activity. He noted that the CCB does not make
recommendations to the General Assembly.

The Chairman reported that the committee took an exception to the
minutes of the SJC as outlined in its report. (For the full report of the
Committee on Constitutional Business, see Appendix O, p. 454.)

The Chairman closed the report with prayer.

50-18 Theological Examining Committee (TEC) Report

RE KJ Drake, Acting and Incoming Chairman, led the Assembly in
prayer and gave the Committee’s report, which was received as information.
(For the full report of the Theological Examining Committee, see Appendix
R, p. 719.)

The Chairman closed with prayer.

50-19 Assembly Recessed

The Assembly recessed at 10:35 p.m., to reconvene at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday.

The Stated Clerk reminded the Assembly that floor nominations are
due by the end of business day on Wednesday.

The Moderator recessed the meeting with prayer.

Second Session - Wednesday Morning
June 14, 2023

50-20 Assembly Reconvened and Announcements
The Assembly reconvened at 9:30 a.m. on June 14, 2023, being called
to order by the Moderator and with the singing of “Holy, Holy, Holy.”

50-21 50th Anniversary Video

A video presentation in celebration of the 50th Anniversary was
viewed.

TE Jason Helopoulos led the Assembly in prayer.

50-22 Review of Presbytery Records (RPR) Committee Report

TE Hoochan Paul Lee, Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and
presented the report (see Appendix Q, p. 506).
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The Chairman moved Recommendations V.1-5 (General
Recommendations) and V1.1-88 (except for numbers 44 and 56) in gross. The
motion passed without objection.

The Chairman moved Recommendation V1.44.

TE Bruce O’Neil, Metropolitan New York Presbytery, brought a
substitute motion to replace Recommendation 44.f with the following
exceptions of substance:

Exception: Sept 20, 2022 [p. 69-71] (WCF 21-5; WLC 158; BCO 4-
4; 58-4) permitting a woman to expound the Scriptures during a
worship service on the Lord’s Day

Exception: Sept 20, 2022 [p. 69-71] (WCF 21-5; WLC 158; BCO 4-
4; 58-4) permitting worship services without the preaching of the word
Exception: Sept 20, 2022 [p. 69-71 (WCF 21-5; WLC 158; BCO 4-4;
58-4) conducting the Lord’s Supper at services without a preceding
Sermon.

Debate ensued. A motion to extend the debate 5 minutes (RAO 19-
4(d)) passed, 1203-363-3. Without objection, TE David Coffin was granted an
additional two minutes of debate time. A second motion to extend debate
failed, 737-885-7.

RE Matt Fender gave the final word on behalf of the RPR committee,
arguing against the substitute.

The substitute motion failed, 318-1326-44.

RPR Recommendation 44 in its entirety, now before the Assembly,
was adopted, 1447-168-51.

The Chairman moved Recommendation V1.56.

TE Dominic Aquila moved to amend Recommendation 56.

TE Steve Tipton raised a point of order that the motion made by TE
Aquila was too broad in nature. The Moderator declared the point well taken.

TE Aquila then moved to amend Recommendation 56 by striking Item
56.e.

It was argued that the matter was not properly before the Assembly.
The Moderator stated that it was properly before the body. His ruling was
challenged, and the ruling of the chair was sustained, 1303-224-108.

The substitute motion to amend by striking item 56.e was again
brought for debate.

TE Jason Piland presented the closing arguments against the substitute
motion on behalf of CRPR.

A question was raised regarding the issues raised in closing debate by
the RPR representative, and the Moderator brought clarity.

The substitute motion to amend by striking item 56.e failed, 303-1305.
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Recommendation 56 in its entirety being properly before the
Assembly, the Recommendation was adopted, 1559-82-54.

The Chairman closed the report with prayer.

50-23 50th Anniversary Video
A video was presented in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
PCA.

50-24 Interchurch Relations Committee of Commissioners (CoC)

Report

RE Levoy Bankson, CoC chairman, opened the report with prayer.
The chairman then introduced the chairman of the Permanent Committee, Dr.
L. Roy Taylor. (For the full report of the Interchurch Relations Permanent
Committee, see Appendix N, p 451.)

Dr. Taylor reported that fraternal delegates had given greetings, via
videos, at a luncheon with Committee and Agency Coordinators and
Presidents. He introduced fraternal delegates to the Assembly who were
present:

Rt. Rev. Walter Banek, Reformed Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church
of North America

Dr. Davi Gomez, Igreja Preshiteriana do Brasil (Presbyterian Church of Brazil)
and the World Reformed Fellowship

Mr. David Meredith, Free Church of Scotland

Rev. Sam Jin Na, Korean Preshyterian Church Kosin

RE Mark Sampson, Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

Dr. Chad Van Dixhoorn. Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Dr. William VanDoodevaard, Associated Reformed Presbyterian Church

CoC Chairman Bankson moved a substitute for Recommendation 5,
(See CoC Report to GA below). He noted that the CoC substitute was
technically out of order because it included instructions to the Permanent
Committee (which are not allowed by RAO 14-9.e).

Permanent Committee chairman Taylor responded that he would
convey to the Permanent Committee the concerns of the CoC.

The Moderator ruled that instructions 1 and 2, included in CoC
substitute Recommendation 5, cannot be approved and that they will be struck
from the record and will not appear in the minutes of the General Assembly.
He noted that this ruling was made with the understanding that Permanent
Committee chairman Taylor has knowledge of the CoC concerns and will
make them known to the Committee.
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The chairmen of the Permanent Committee and the CoC each spoke
to the substitute recommendation, the CoC chairman explaining that the CoC
affirmed the need for referral, but had erred in including instructions.

The substitute passed (825-201-172), thereby becoming the main
motion before the Assembly. Recommendation 5 (the substitute) was then
adopted, 1183-16-59.

Recommendations 1-4, now properly before the Assembly, were
adopted in gross, 1238-4-32.

With no objection from the Assembly, the CoC added a final
Recommendation (#6) to the CoC Report, commending and thanking the
Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee for their efforts.

The Chairman closed the report with prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. IRC Permanent Committee Report
B. IRC Permanent Committee Minutes from:
September 14, 2022
March 22, 2023
C. IRC Permanent Committee Recommendations

1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. IRC Permanent Committee Report
B. IRC Permanent Committee Minutes from:
September 14, 2022
March 22, 2023
C. IRC Permanent Committee Recommendations

. Recommendations
1. That the fraternal relations with Gaehyuk (Reformed) Korean
Presbyterian Church be terminated because they have merged
with another Korean denomination with whom we have fraternal

relations. 40-0-0
2. That visiting ministers be introduced to the General Assembly,
BCO 13-13. 40-0-0
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3. That the minutes of September 14, 2022, be approved without

exception. 40-0-0-
4. That the minutes of March 22, 2023, be approved without
exception. 40-0-0

5. That the General Assembly answer Overture 2 from Covenant
Presbytery (“Request PCA Join International Conference of
Reformed Churches (ICRC)”) by referring back to the Inter-
Church Relations Committee.

[Editorial note: material struck by ruling of the moderator.]
40-0-0

Grounds [given by Permanent Committee]:

a. ICRC rules require that a denomination attend an
ICRC meeting first before applying for membership.
The next meeting of the ICRC is in 2026 in Korea.

b. There are financial issues. The overture estimates
that the costs for the PCA’s membership in the ICRC
would be approximately $9,880/year, but the
overture does not specify how the costs would be
borne nor reflect how the estimated costs are
formulated in a manner consistent with the ICRC

Regulations (IX.1.c).

IVV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Arizona TE Jonathan Foster
Ascension TE Scott P. Moreland

Blue Ridge TE Essen G. Daley
Calvary RE Kevin Mobley

Central Georgia RE Douglas Pohl
Chesapeake TE Mark Tippin

Chicago Metro TE Jeffrey Allen Schneider
Covenant TE Donovan K. Riley
Eastern Canada TE Michael Chhangur
Eastern Carolina TE John A. Musgrave
Eastern Pennsylvania TE Jonathan Kuciemba
Evangel RE Levoy Bankson*
Fellowship TE Lewis Albert Ward Jr.
Great Lakes RE Jerry Stutzman
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Highlands

Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
Illiana

lowa

James River
Korean Capital
Lowcountry
Nashville

North Texas

Ohio

Pee Dee

Piedmont Triad
Pittsburgh
Potomac

Rocky Mountain
Savannah River
Siouxlands
Southeast Alabama
Southern Louisiana
Southern New England
Southwest Florida
Susquehanna Valley
Tidewater
Wisconsin
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TE Brad Hansen

TE Skip Gillikin

RE Matt Lee

RE Ryan Bowling

TE Brian Matthew Sandifer
TE Brian V. Janssen

RE Rick Hutton

TE Dong Woo Kim

RE Ron Woernle

RE James Payne

RE Benjamin Thompson
TE Jacob Pilan

TE Zachary Wilson Simmons
RE Trevor Laurence

TE Seth Dakota Gurley

TE Daniel Warne

RE James Solis

TE Geoff Gleason

TE Luke Bluhm

RE Mark Anderson 111

TE A. Campbell Silman

RE Andy Norquist

TE Stan Keith McMahan Jr.
TE David Kertland

TE Clay Warden

TE Joshua Golackson

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ RE Levoy Bankson Chairman /s/ TE Don Riley Secretary
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The Moderator reminded the Assembly of the process for floor
nominations.

50-25 Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) Informational and

Committee of Commissioner Reports

TE Walter Henegar, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and
yielded to RE Will Huss, RUF coordinator.

A video highlighting the ministry of RUF was presented.

RE Will Huss introduced TE Mike Biggs, who gave a testimony of the
ministry of RUF. Coordinator Huss continued with the Informational Report
of RUF. (For the full report of the RUF Permanent Committee, see Appendix
K, p. 420.)

CoC Chairman Henegar moved Recommendations 2, 3, 4, and 6 in
gross and they were adopted without objection.

Recommendation 1.b was moved and adopted.

Recommendation 5 was declared moot by the Moderator because it
had already been acted on by the Assembly (see p. 18).

Recommendation 7 was adopted.

Recommendation l.a.a,b,c was put before the Assembly as a
substitute for the Permanent Committee’s Recommendation 1.

TE Joshua Martin presented arguments in favor of the Permanent
Committee’s Recommendation.

The CoC Chairman responded with arguments in favor of the CoC
Recommendation.

TE Martin yielded to RE Will Huss to present the closing statement.

A motion was made and passed to divide the question so that 1.a.a
and 1.a.b could be considered separately from 1.a.c.

Debate ensued on the CoC’s Recommendation 1.a.c, concerning an
exception of substance to the Permanent Committee minutes in regard to a new
affiliation agreement.

Referring to Overture 7, TE Jay Neikirk argued for the substitute on
the basis that a new affiliation agreement was a material change in policy that
should be brought back to the 51st Assembly.

On a point of order TE Joseph Pipa noted that commissioners had
been told that the agreement would remain in effect and come back to the
Assembly in the proper manner. The Moderator ruled the point not well taken
because what is said in debate is not authoritative.

TE Larry Hoop made a point of order that if the Assembly approved
taking an exception of substance to the minutes of the RUF Permanent
Committee, the minutes would be sent back to the Permanent Committee for
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action and the Assembly would not be taking further action on the matter at
hand. The Moderator affirmed this interpretation.

RE Michael Martin, speaking for the Permanent Committee
Recommendation, pointed out that the intent of the new agreement was to
protect presbyteries from legal liabilities by compliance with federal and state
employment laws.

The debate was interrupted for the order of the day (lunch).

50-26 Assembly Recessed
The Assembly recessed at noon to reconvene at 1:30 p.m.
The Moderator closed the session with prayer.

Third Session — Wednesday Afternoon
June 14, 2023

50-27 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of “Crown
Him with Many Crowns.”

TE Mike Ross led the Assembly in prayer.

50-28 50th Anniversary Video
A video was presented celebrating the 50th anniversary of the PCA.

50-29 Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) Informational and

Committee of Commissioner Reports, continued

The Assembly resumed its consideration of the RUF Committee of
Commissioners report. Before the Assembly was the substitute motion
proposed by the CoC, Recommendation 1.a.c.

TE Pipa called the question on all matters before the house, and the
call was approved, 1273-135-20.

TE Martin, Permanent Committee Chairman, gave the final word of
debate on the issue.

In answer to an inquiry for clarification, the Moderator stated that in
his understanding, if the substitute motion is approved, the affiliation
agreement would be returned to the 51st General Assembly through the normal
CoC route as an approval of a line item in the RUF Permanent Committee
minutes, but that this would not undo any agreements made by Presbyteries
already or between this Assembly and the next.

The substitute motion proposed by the CoC was adopted. 813-571-
68.
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The substitute, now the main motion, was adopted. 996-378-71.
The Moderator stated that the RUF Permanent Committee is now
required to bring a response to this exception of substance in its minutes. In
the understanding of the Moderator, RUF may not in the coming year
disaffiliate any ministry that has not yet signed the new affiliation agreement.
TE Henegar closed the report with prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
REFORMED UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. RUF Permanent Committee Report
B. RUF Permanent Committee Minutes from:
October 5, 2022, March 22, 2023
RUF 2022 Audit
RUF 2024 Proposed Budget
RUF Permanent Committee Recommendations

mo o

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. RUF Permanent Committee Report
B. RUF Permanent Committee Minutes from:
October 5, 2022, March 22, 2023
C. RUF 2022 Audit
D. RUF 2024 Proposed Budget
E. RUF Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1l. Recommendations
la. That the General Assembly approve the minutes of the meetings of the

Committee on Reformed University Fellowship for October 5, 2022,

with exceptions of form and the following exceptions of substance,
and that the General Assembly require the permanent committee to

give response to exception of substance “c” at the 51st General

Assembly.
a. Contra RAO 4-21.d.3, no minutes from the executive session were

provided.

b. Contra RAO 4-21.d.3, although the minutes refer to
recommendations regarding compensation, no record of any
action taken is recorded.
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c. The permanent committee established and executed a substantial
new policy not approved by the general assembly, contrary to

BCO 14-1.7.

Rationale:
In their October 5, 2022 meeting, the permanent committee of

Reformed University Fellowship approved a new “Affiliation

Agreement” between Presbyteries and RUF concerning Campus
Ministers, changing the agreement to make sure that RUF is the

legal employee with the responsibility to hire, fire, and exercise
fiduciary control. The permanent committee erred in approving

this new “Affiliation Agreement” and in permitting Reformed
University Fellowship to execute that new policy contrary to BCO

14-1.7:
The Assembly’s committees are to serve and not to
direct any Church  judicatories. They are not to

establish policy, but rather execute policy established
by the General Assembly.

The permanent committee of Reformed University Fellowship
admits this is a substantial change in a document sent to

presbyteries entitled Affiliate Agreement FAQs when they write,

‘This does represent a substantive change from the previous
language of call letters where Presbyteries have been the calling

bodies.”

RUEF is a committee with limits on policy changes, as noted in
BCO 14-1.7 and illustrated in Overture 2019-24:

BCO 14-1.7 has historically been understood to mean
major ecclesiastical policies, not every day-operations
policies. For example, the MTW Cooperative
Agreement with independent missions agencies was a

major issue at the Second General Assembly (M2GA,
1974, pp. 66, 68).

Whereas historically permanent committees have brought

material and employment changes to policy before the General
Assembly in the form of overtures (as seen in Overture 2021-14

in reference to MTW material policy), the permanent committee
of Reformed University Fellowship erred additionally in not
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bringing this policy before the General Assembly pursuant BCO
14-1.15:

All business shall ordinarily come to the floor of the
Assembly for final action through committees of
commissioners, except reports of the Standing Judicial
Commission, the Committee on Constitutional
Business, the Committee on Review of Presbytery
Records, the Nominating Committee and Ad Interim
committees, which shall come directly to the Assembly.

The committee of commissioners does not wish to speak to the
substance of the change, but the procedural ways in which this

policy was brought about. 28-8-0

1b. That the General Assembly approve the minutes of the meetings of the
Committee on Reformed University Fellowship for Seteber5-2022-and
March 22, 2023 with exceptions of form. 35-0-1

2. That the General Assembly receive the financial audit for Reformed
University Fellowship for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2022 by
Carr, Riggs, & Ingram, LLP. 36-0-0

3. That the action on 2024 budget for Reformed University Fellowship be
deferred until the Report of the Committee on Administration for the
Administrative Committee’s recommendation to the General Assembly.

36-0-0

4. That the General Assembly receive as information the submitted
attachment. 36-0-0

%&#%L That the General Assemblv Dostoone con5|derat|on of

Overture 7 until the 2024 General Assembly. 33-0-3

6. That the General Assembly re-elect RE Will W. Huss, Jr. as National
Coordinator of Reformed University Fellowship for the 2022/2023 term.
36-0-0

7. That the Assembly thank National Coordinator RE Will W. Huss, Jr. and

staff and permanent committee for their humble and faithful leadership of
RUF. 36-0-0
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IV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery
Ascension

Central Carolina
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Covenant

Eastern Carolina
Eastern Pennsylvania
Evangel
Fellowship
Georgia Foothills
Grace

Great Lakes

Gulf Coast
Heartland
Highlands

Houston Metro
James River

Metro Atlanta
Mississippi Valley
Missouri

Nashville

New Jersey

North Texas

Ohio

Ohio Valley
Pacific Northwest
Savannah River
South Coast

South Texas
Southeast Alabama
Southern New England
Southwest Florida
Susquehanna Valley
Tennessee Valley
Tidewater
Westminster
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Commissioner (*Convener)
RE Steven Morley

RE Dave Eddy

TE Pat Hickman

TE Jonathan Song

RE Jason Conner

TE Dan S. Seale

TE Mark A. Herzer

TE Max Bunn

RE Neil Allen

TE Joe Deighton

TE Brian McCollough
TE Andrew M. Gretzinger
TE Joshua Sparkman
RE Vernon Dekker

TE James Curtis

TE Curt Mire

TE Harrison Ford

TE Walter H. Henegar*
TE Zachery Byrd

TE Christopher Smith
TE Ryan Clark Anderson
TE Peter James Eck
RE Matt Linebarger
RE James Parkin

TE Zach Meyer

TE Luke Morton

RE Travis Peacock

TE James Won Kwak
RE Bret Mercer

TE Ross Hodges

TE Daniel J. Jarstfer
TE Wright Busching
RE Jay Hassinger

TE Sam Brown

RE Kurt Nelson

TE Bill Leuzinger

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ TE Walter Henegar, Chairman /s/ TE Harrison Ford, Secretary
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TE Ryan Biese made a procedural motion that all questions related
to the RUF affiliation agreement and attendant motions made by the RUF CoC
be submitted to CCB.

The Moderator ruled the procedural motion out of order, based on
the fact that the matter was no longer before the Assembly. The ruling of the
chair was challenged.

On a point of order, the chairman of the CCB noted that individuals
may not bring questions to the CCB. The Moderator clarified that the Stated
Clerk may request advice from the CCB on matters brought to him by an
individual or a Preshytery.

The ruling of the chair was sustained, 1213-240-50.

50-30 Covenant Theological Seminary (CTS) Informational and

Committee of Commissioners Reports

TE Dave Schutter, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and
yielded to TE Thomas C. “Tom” Gibbs, President of the Seminary, who
presented the Informational Report on the work of the Seminary. (For the full
report of CTS, see Appendix F, p. 307.)

CoC Chairman Schutter moved Recommendations 1-10 in gross,
Recommendations 8 and 10 were removed from the motion, and
Recommendations 1-7, 9, were adopted in gross without objection.

Recommendation 8 was moved.

TE Steve Tipton moved to remove certain wording from
Recommendation 8. The Moderator ruled the request out of order because
changes to CoC recommendations cannot be made from the floor.

Recommendation 8 was adopted without objection.

Recommendation 10 was deferred to the CoC on Administrative
Committee.

The Moderator declared Recommendation 11 moot.

The Chairman closed the report with prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I.  Business Referred to the Committee
A. CTS Report to General Assembly
B. CTS Stated Board Meeting Minutes
e Stated Board Meeting Minutes
April 29, 2022; September 23, 2022; January 27, 2023
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e Called Board Meeting Minutes - None
CTS Executive Committee Minutes
e Stated Executive Committee Meetings:
April 28, 2022; September 22, 2022; January 26, 2023
e Called Executive Committee Meetings:
June 30, 2022; September 14, 2022; December 14, 2022

. CTS 2023-2024 Proposed Budgets

2022 CTS Audits
CTS Permanent Committee Recommendations

Il. Statement of Major Issues Discussed

A.
B.

D
E.
F

CTS Report to General Assembly
CTS Stated Board Meeting Minutes
e Stated Board Meeting Minutes
April 29, 2022; September 23, 2022; January 27, 2023
e Called Board Meeting Minutes - None
CTS Executive Committee Minutes
e Stated Executive Committee Meetings:
April 28, 2022; September 22, 2022; January 26, 2023
o Called Executive Committee Meetings:
June 30, 2022; September 14, 2022; December 14, 2022

. 2023-2024 Proposed Budgets

2022 CTS Audits
CTS Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1l. Recommendations

1.

That the General Assembly give thanks to God for the ministry of
Covenant Theological Seminary; for its faithfulness to the Scriptures,
the Reformed faith, and the Great Commission; for its students,
graduates, faculty, staff, and trustees; and for those who support the
Seminary through their prayers and gifts. 38-0-0

That the General Assembly encourage the congregations of the
Presbyterian Church in America to support the ministry of Covenant
Theological Seminary by contributing the Partnership Shares
approved by the Assembly, and by recommending Covenant Seminary
to prospective students. 27-1-7

That the General Assembly ask the Lerdte-bless the Lord’s blessing
on Covenant Seminary’s new President, Rev. Dr. Thomas C. Gibbs,
and grant him and the Seminary’s leadership team, faculty, and Board
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of Trustees great wisdom, biblical faithfulness, and clear vision as they
lead the institution forward in training fruitful pastors and other
ministry leaders. 38-0-0

4. That the General Assembly ask God to guide Covenant Seminary’s
ongoing efforts at recruiting new students, evaluating and
strengthening our programs, and seeking to make the Seminary a
greater resource for the church both locally and globally. 38-0-0

5. That the General Assembly ask God’s blessing on the Seminary’s
planning and fundraising efforts, and on its attempts to recruit a new
generation of dedicated pastor-scholars to train new generations of
leaders for Christ’s church and Kingdom. 38-0-0

6. That the General Assembly praise God for his provision during the
ongoing pandemic, and that he would guide the Seminary’s leaders as
they seek to maintain the health and safety of our students, faculty,
and staff while at the same time continuing to build on the new and
effective ways to carry out our mission developed during the
challenges of the pandemic. Praise him for the gift of resilient and
creative people who enable the institution to function so well during
an unusual time. 38-0-0

7. That the General Assembly pray for unity among the brethren of the
PCA and ask the Lord to work in all our hearts to foster a deeper desire
to engage with one another and the world in compassionate and
gospel-centered ways, and that we might bear strong witness to the
truth and power of God’s redeeming grace. 38-0-0

8. That the General Assembly approve the minutes of the stated and called
meetings of the Seminary’s Board of Trustees and Executive
Committee of the Board of Trustees for 2021-2022 as follows:
Stated Board Meetings:

April 29, 2022 (26-9-2)
September 23, 2022 (30-2-2)
January 27, 2023 (35-0-0)
Called Board Meetings:
None
Stated Executive Committee Meetings:
April 28, 2022 (37-0-0)
September 22, 2022 (33-0-0)
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January 26, 2023 (33-0-0)
Called Executive Committee Meetings:

June 30, 2022 (29-6-0)
September 14, 2022 (33-0-0)
December 14, 2022 (31-0-2)

9. That the financial audit for Covenant Theological Seminary for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2021, by Capin Crouse LLC, be received. 36-0-0

10. That the proposed budget for 202223 for Covenant Theological Seminary,
as presented through the Administrative Committee, be approved. 36-0-0

Committee—That Overture 7 be referred to the Overtures Committee.

Rationale: Overtures Committee is positioned to address Overture 7

comprehensively.
IV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery
Arizona

Blue Ridge
Calvary

Central Carolina
Central Georgia
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Columbus Metro
Covenant
Eastern Carolina
Evangel
Fellowship
Grace

Great Lakes
Gulf Coast
Heartland
Highlands
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Commissioner (*Convener)
TE Justin McLendon

TE Todd Johnson

RE Theodore A. Richards
TE Stanley E. Layton

RE Chris A. Schuster

TE Sam Haist

TE Joshua P. Sillaman
TE Dave H. Schutter*
TE Gage Jordan

TE Robert W. Burns

RE Drew Ricketts

TE Caleb Blow

RE Ronnie Eaves

RE Bryan Burke

RE Jason Belcher

TE Timothy Elliott

TE Steven Hansen
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Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
Illiana

lowa

Metro Atlanta
Mississippi Valley
Missouri

Nashville
Northern Illinois
Northern New England
Northwest Georgia
Ohio

Pacific Northwest
Piedmont Triad
Pittsburgh

Platte Valley
Potomac
Providence
Savannah River
South Texas

RE Stephen Rowe

RE Eric Manthei

TE Ryan Douglas Diehl
TE Colin Andrade

TE Bob G. Carter

RE Craig Flowers

RE Thomas Schmidt

RE Bill Mooney

TE David Keithley

TE Sean Joseph Stessman Roberts
TE Job Dalomba

TE Jason Piland

TE Matthew H. Allhands
TE Pablo Ayllon

RE Dave Johnson

TE Kyle McClellan

TE John Porter Harlow
RE James Thigpen

TE Jonas Brock

TE Jonathon Herr

Southern New England RE Mike Leigh
Southwest Florida RE Ryan Choate
Wisconsin TE Spencer Thomas
Southeast Alabama TE Nicholas Bullock
Catawba Valley Presbytery TE Andrew Goyzueta

Southern Louisiana Presbytery TE Matt Roelofs
Respectfully submitted,
TE Dave Schutter, Chairman TE Steven Hansen, Secretary
50-31 Geneva Benefits Informational and Committee of

Commissioners Reports

TE Lee Veazey, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer. He
yielded to TE Ed Dunnington, President of Geneva Benefits Group, who
presented the Informational Report, including a video presentation on the work
of Geneva Benefits Group. (For the full report of Geneva Benefits Group, see
Appendix J, p. 408.)

Recommendations 1 and 2 were adopted in gross without objection.

Recommendations 3 and 4 were deferred to the Administrative
Committee.

Recommendation 5 was adopted without objection.
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Recommendation 6 was adopted without objection.
Recommendation 7 was declared moot.
Recommendation 8 was adopted without objection.
The CoC Chairman closed the report in prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
GENEVA BENEFITS GROUP
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. Geneva Board of Directors Minutes:

e September 23, 2022

e November 18, 2022

e March 10, 2023
Review of Audited Financials Report for 2022
Review of the Proposed 2024 Budget
Review of Board of Directors Recommendations
Review of Old Business from the 2022 CoC Meeting

mooOw

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. The Chairman introduced TE Ed Dunnington, Geneva’s President. TE
Dunnington introduced the Geneva staff then he gave began a
presentation on the work of Geneva. Specific topics in the
presentation included:

1) What We (Geneva) Do
2) Who We (Geneva) Serve
3) Geneva’s Passion
4) Consulting and Advocacy Services
a. Financial Wellbeing
b. Retirement Readiness
c. Sabbatical Best Practices
d. Call Package Consulting
5) Elements of a Call Package
6) Overview of Retirement Plan and Investments
a. Long-Term Investment Performance
I. Assets Under Management
ii. Expense Ratio
b. PCA Target Funds
c. Competitive Fees and Maximizing Value
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d. Biblical Values Investing
7) Overview of Insurance Plans and Employee Benefits

TE Dunnington turned the meeting over to TE Medlock to continue
the presentation.

8) Ministerial Wellbeing

a. The Need

b. Our (Geneva) Response
i. Counseling
ii. Coaching

iii. Lilly Grant Funding
1. Sabbatical Consulting and Matching
2. Peer cohorts in partnership with
NXTGEN
iv. New Director of Ministerial Wellbeing
9) Ministerial Relief
a. 2022 Impact
b. Future Need

TE Dunnington continued the meeting.
B. CoC Business:
1) Floor Nomination RE Cody Dick

2) Review of Agency Recommendations

TE Dunnington opened the floor for a question-and-answer session
during which questions from commissioners were answered.

I11. Recommendations
1. That the General Assembly approve the minutes of the Board of
Directors meetings dated September 23, 2022, November 18, 2022,
and March 10, 2023; 24-0-0

2. That the General Assembly receive the 2022 Audited Financials as
reviewed by Capin Crouse LLP; 24-0-0

3. That the General Assembly approve the 2024 Operating Budget with
the understanding that it is a spending plan and will be adjusted as
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necessary by the Board of Directors to accommodate changing
conditions during that fiscal year; 24-0-0

That the General Assembly approve the 2024 Trustee Fee Agreements
for the 403(b) Retirement Plan Trust, the Health and Welfare Benefit
Trust, and the Ministerial Relief Trust; 24-0-0

That the General Assembly exhort PCA Presbyteries, churches, and
related ministries to review and utilize the PCA Call Package
Guidelines in creating compensation packages for Teaching Elders;

24-0-0

That the General Assembly urge member churches to participate in an
annual offering to Ministerial Relief or to budget regular benevolence
giving to support relief activities through the Ministerial Relief Fund,;

24-0-0

That the General Assembly answer Overture 7 from Southern New
England Presbytery “Amend RAO 4-21.d to Permit Committees of
Commissioners to Review Committee and Board Compliance with
Material Policies” with reference to the answer provided by the
Administrative Committee. 24-0-0

That the General Assembly commend President Ed Dunnington and

the staff of Geneva Benefits Group for their faithful service to the
church. 24-0-0

. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Blue Ridge RE Michael Martin
Central Georgia TE R. Parker Agnew
Central Indiana TE John F. Peoples, Jr.
Covenant RE Jamey Finley
Eastern Carolina TE Timothy Sharpe
Evangel TE Hunter Twitty
Georgia Foothills TE Travis Joshua Brown
Grace TE Charles Knox Baird
Gulf Coast TE Joseph C. Grider
Heartland RE Marlon Johnson
Highlands RE Brandon Ray
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Hills and Plains TE Paul S. Sagan

Houston Metro TE Benjamin S. Duncan
Illiana RE Scott Lollar

Korean Capital TE Brian Sang Hoon Shim
Mississippi Valley TE Chris Stevens
Nashville TE Mike Fennema

North Florida TE J.D. Funyak

Northern Illinois RE Fred Winterroth

Ohio Valley TE Lee F. Veazey*

Pacific Northwest RE Micah Michleson
Pittsburgh TE Jonathan Price

Potomac RE Mark Doehnert
Providence TE Jason Ellerbee

South Texas RE Randy Scott
Southwest Florida TE John K. Keen
Susquehanna Valley RE Darryl Kent MacPherson
Tennessee Valley TE Frank A. Hitchings 11

Respectfully submitted:
/sl TE Lee F. Veazey, Chairman /s/ TE Jonathan Price, Secretary

The Moderator announced the resignation of RE Timothy L. Murr
from the MNA Class of 2024, leaving that position open to a floor nomination.

50-32 Ridge Haven Conference Center (RH) Informational and

Committee of Commissioners Reports

TE Wes Parsons, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and
yielded to TE Cameron Anderson, Ridge Haven Executive Director, who
presented the Informational Report on Ridge Haven, including a video
highlighting the ministry of Ridge Haven. (For the full report of Ridge Haven
Conference Center, see Appendix L, p. 446.)

TE Dave Hall, president of Ridge Haven Board of Directors, further
updated the Assembly on the ministry of Ridge Haven, highlighting the
transition to new Executive Director Cameron Anderson, son of outgoing
Executive Director Wallace Anderson.

Recommendations 2, 3, and 4 were moved in gross and adopted
without objection.

TE Hall noted a clerical error regarding Recommendations 6-8, which
should have been double-underlined, because they were added by the CoC.
Recommendations 6-8 were then moved in gross and adopted without
objection..

Recommendation 1 was deferred to the Administrative Committee.
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Recommendation 5 was declared moot.
The CoC Chairman closed the report with prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON

RIDGE HAVEN
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A.
B.

RH Report to General Assembly
RH Board of Directors Minutes:
March 14-16, 2022

September 12-14, 2022

C. RH 2024 Proposed Budget and Revised 2023 Budget
D.
E

2021 RH Audit
RH Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed

A
B.

RH Report to General Assembly
RH Board of Directors Minutes:
March 14-16, 2022

September 12-14, 2022

C. RH 2024 Proposed Budget and Revised 2023 Budget
D.
E

2021 RH Audit
RH Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1l. Recommendations

1.

That the Ridge Haven 2024 Budget, and revised 2023 Budget, as
presented through the AC Budget Review Committee be approved.
30-0-0

That the 2021 audit dated July 8, 2022, performed by Robins, Eskew,
Smith & Jordan, be received. 30-0-0

That the following minutes of the Board of Directors of Ridge Haven
be approved: March 14-16, 2022, and September 12-14, 2022.
30-0-0

That February 18, 2024, be a day for our churches to pray for the
ministries of Ridge Haven. 30-0-0
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5. “That the General Assembly answer Overture 7 from Southern New
England Presbytery, ‘Amend RAO 4-21.d to Permit Committees of
Commissioners to Review Committee and Board Compliance with
Material Policies,”” #the—negative by reference to the Overtures
Committee. 30-0-0

6. That the L ord would be praised and RE Wallace Anderson be
commended for his fruitful service to the ministry of Ridge Haven.
30-0-0

7. That the Lord would be praised and the staff and board of Ridge Haven
be commended for their work in serving to advance the mission of

Ridge Haven. 30-0-0

8. That the churches of the Presbyterian Church in America be encouraged
to make use of the tremendous resource for spiritual renewal provided

by Ridge Haven. 30-0-0

. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery
Calvary
Catawba Valley
Central Carolina
Central Georgia
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Covenant
Eastern Carolina
Evangel
Fellowship
Grace

Gulf Coast
Heartland
Highlands

Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
James River
Mississippi Valley
Nashville
Northern Illinois

Commissioner (*Convener)
TE Andrew Newman

TE Cory Wing

RE Robert Rawls

TE Trey Jackson

TE Nicholas Davelaar

RE Steven Madden

RE Frank Riley

TE Doug C. Domin*

TE Michael Wichlan

RE Daniel F. Hall

TE Jackson Chang Pei Lin
TE Richard A. Fennig

RE Larry Hauck

RE Rob Patete

TE Martin S.C. (Mike) Biggs
TE Mark J. Blalack

TE Steve Moulson

TE Eric Mabbott

RE Jack Watkins

RE Larry DeVries
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Ohio TE Justin Salinas

Pacific Northwest TE Adam Parker
Piedmont Triad TE Benjamin Tietje
Pittsburgh TE Philip Amaismeier
Potomac RE Matthew Pickens
Providence TE Charles Duncan Cantrell
Rocky Mountain TE Paul Ranheim
Savannah River TE Robert L. Hendrick
Southern New England TE Travis Hutchinson
Southwest Florida RE Ed Jordan

Tennessee Valley TE Charles “Wes” Parsons
Warrior RE Lawrence Lavender

Respectfully submitted:
/sl TE Wes Parsons, Chairman /s/ TE Benjamin Tietje, Secretary

50-33 PCA Foundation Informational and Committee of Commissioners

Reports

RE Phil VanValkenburg, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer
and yielded to RE Timothy Townsend, President, who presented the
Informational Report of the Foundation, together with a video explaining
“complex” donations. (For the full report of the PCA Foundation, see
Appendix I, p. 397).

Recommendations 1, 3, and 6 were moved in gross and adopted with
no objection.

Recommendation 2 was deferred to the Administrative Committee.

Recommendation 4 was declared moot.

A CoC substitute motion was made for Recommendation 5
concerning risk management policy.

TE Martin Wagoner, chairman of the Board of Directors of the PCA
Foundation, argued for the Board’s recommendation and against passage of
the substitute.

RE Patrick Sewell, spoke on behalf of the CoC in favor of the
substitute motion.

Debate on the floor of the Assembly ensued.

RE Townsend, President of PCA Foundation, gave the final argument
against the substitute motion.

The CoC substitute motion for Recommendation 5 failed, 289-966-
76.
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Recommendation 5 — to answer in the affirmative as amended (by
the PCAF Board) Overture 29, “Direct the Board of the PCA Foundation to
Adopt a Policy on Risk Management” — was adopted, 1112-118-66.

The Chairman closed the report with prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. PCAF Board of Directors Report
B. PCAF Board of Directors Minutes
August 5, 2022, March 3, 2024
. 2022 Audit of PCAF by Capin Crouse, LLP
2024 PCAF Proposed Budget
Recommendations of the PCA Foundation, Inc., Board

moon

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. The work of the PCA Foundation as presented in the PCA
Foundation Board Minutes and report
PCAF Board of Directors Minutes
August 5, 2022, March 3, 2024
. 2022 Audit of PCAF by Capin Crouse, LLP
2024 PCAF Proposed Budgets
Recommendations of the PCA Foundation, Inc., Board

w

moo

I1l. Recommendations
1. That the financial audit for the PCA Foundation, Inc. for the calendar
year ended December 31, 2022, by Capin Crouse, LLP be received
and acknowledged. 25-00-00

2. That the General Assembly approve the proposed 2024 Budget of the
PCA Foundation, Inc. with the understanding that it is a spending plan
and will be modified as necessary by the PCA Foundation’s Board of
Directors to accommodate changing circumstances during the year.

26-00-00

3. That the Minutes of Board meetings of August 5, 2022, and March 3,
2023, be approved. 26-00-00

4. That the General Assembly answer Overture 7 from Southern New
England Presbytery, “Amend RAO 4-21.d to Permit Committees of
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Commissioners to Review Committee and Board Compliance with
Material Policies” with reference to the answer provided by the
Overtures Committee. 21-04-01
Rationale: Committee of commissioners believed that the Overtures
committee is the proper committee to address this overture.

5. That the General Assembly answer Overture 29 from Southern New
England Presbytery, “Direct the Board of the PCA Foundation to
Adopt a Policy on Risk Management” in the affirmative, as originally
submitted. 19-05-00

6. That the General Assembly adopt the following schedule for the
distribution by the Foundation of undesignated and unadvised gifts:

25-00-00

Administrative Committee 6%

Christian Discipleship Ministries | 6%

Ridge Haven 6%

Covenant Theological Seminary | 8%

Covenant College 8%

Geneva Benefits (Relief Fund) 8%

Reformed University Fellowship | 14%

Mission to North America 20%

Mission to the World 24%

IV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Central Carolina TE Cory Dean Colravy
Central Georgia RE Tommy C. James I
Chesapeake TE Michael S. Weltin
Covenant TE Duncan Hoopes
Evangel RE Matthew R. Moore
Fellowship TE John M. McArthur Jr.
Grace RE Bryan Kelly
Great Lakes RE Allan Knapp
Heartland TE Jonathan Whitley
Hills and Plains RE Eddy Moore
Houston Metro RE Justin Chandler
James River TE David Fischer
Metro Atlanta TE Tim R. Locke
Mississippi Valley RE David Cleland
Missouri RE Phil VanValkenburg *
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Nashville RE Alfred Williams
Northwest Georgia TE Joel Smit

Ohio TE Seth Young

Pee Dee TE Jordan M. Gallo
Piedmont TE Austin Pfeiffer
Potomac RE Christopher J. Lardner
Rocky Mountain RE Tim Ringquist
Savannah River TE Pete Joseph Whitney
Southeast Alabama TE Jere Scott Bradshaw
Southern New England RE Patrick Sewell
Southwest Florida TE Charles Scott Williams
Tennessee Valley TE Brian Salter

Respectfully submitted,
/s! RE Phil VanValkenburg, Chairman /s/ RE Tim Ringquist Secretary

The Moderator reminded the Assembly that floor nominations were due by
4:30 p.m. today.

50-34 Mission to the World Informational and Committee of

Commissioners Report

TE Josh Reiger, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer, and
yielded to TE Lloyd Kim, MTW Coordinator, who presented the Informational
Report. (For the full report of the MTW Permanent Committee, see Appendix
H, p. 371.)

Recommendations 1-4, 7, 8 were moved in gross and adopted
without objection.

Recommendation 5 was deferred to the CoC on Administrative
Committee.

CoC substitute Recommendation 6, without objection by the
Permanent Committee, was moved and adopted.

Recommendation 9 was declared moot.

The CoC chairman closed his report in prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
MISSION TO THE WORLD
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Review of CMTW minutes from:
March 9-10, 2022
September 28-29, 2022
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Review of Recommendations from the Permanent Committee
Review of MTW’s 2021 Financial Audit

Review of 2024 Proposed Budget

Recommendation on Overture 7 from Southern New England
Presbytery

. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A.

Review of CMTW minutes from:

March 9-10, 2022

September 28-29, 2022

Review of Recommendations from Permanent Committee
Review of MTW’s 2021 Financial Audit

Review of 2024 Proposed Budget

Recommendation on Overture 7 from Southern New England
Presbytery

I1l. Recommendations

1.

That the General Assembly urge churches to set aside the month of
November, 2023, as a month of prayer for global missions, asking God
to send many more laborers into His harvest field. (MTW will offer a
30 Days of Prayer Calendar, which your church can download from
mtw.org/30DOP in the fall as well as other prayer resources); 48-0-0

That the General Assembly urge churches to set aside a portion of their
giving for the suffering peoples of the world; to that end, be it
recommended that a special offering for relief and mercy (MTW
Compassion offering) be taken during 2023 and distributed by MTW
(MTW offers bulletin inserts by mail, or ones that can be downloaded
at mtw.org/compassion); 48-0-0

That the General Assembly urge churches to set aside Sunday,
November 5, 2023, as a day of prayer for the persecuted church
worldwide; 48-0-0

Having performed an annual review of our coordinator, we give
thanks to our gracious Lord for His gift to the Church in the person of
Dr. Lloyd Kim, who continues to serve and lead humbly and
effectively in the glorious cause of missions around the world. CMTW
enthusiastically recommends that Dr. Kim be re-elected Coordinator;

48-0-0
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That the proposed budget of MTW, as presented through the
Administrative Committee, be approved, 48-0-0

That the minutes of the meeting of CMTW of March 9-10, 2022, be

accepted with one notation, that on page 13, HR-3/22-6, the Lord’s
Supper policy is missing from the minutes; 48-0-0

That the minutes of the meeting of CMTW of September 28-29, 2022,
be accepted; 48-0-0

Regarding MTW’s 2021 Financial Audit: that the Committee of
Commissioners reviewed the financial audit for calendar year ending
December 31, 2021. They also noted per CMTW’s minutes that
CMTW had accepted the audit; 48-0-0

That Overture 7 from Southern New England Presbytery “Amend
RAO 4-21.d for Commrttees of Commrssroners to Revrew Committee

atiy aittes referred to the
Overtures Committee. 48-0-0

1VV. Commissioners Present

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Ascension TE David W. Hills

Calvary TE Marty Huskey Martin
Canada West TE Don Hulsey

Central Carolina TE Matt Harris

Central Indiana TE Ben Reed

Chesapeake RE Joseph Raine

Chicago Metro TE lan Hammond

Covenant TE Jim Plunk

Evangel TE Josh Johnson

Fellowship RE Dwight Hazard

Grace TE James Logan

Great Lakes TE Peter J. Wallace

Gulf Coast TE John Kelly Dunwody Jackson
Heartland RE Morten Vigilius
Highlands RE Stephen Todd

Hills and Plains TE Levi Bakerink

Houston Metro TE Joshua Rieger*
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James River
Lowcountry
Metra Atlanta
Mississippi Valley
Missouri
Nashville

New River

North Texas
Northern Illinois

Northern New England

Ohio

Pacific Northwest
Palmetto

Pee Dee

Piedmont Triad
Pittsburgh
Potomac
Providence

Rocky Mountain
Savannah River
Siouxlands

South Coast

South Texas
Southeast Alabama
Southern Louisiana

Southern New England

Southwest Florida

Susquehanna Valley

Tennessee Valley
Tidewater
West Hudson

Respectfully submitted,
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TE Joseph E. Brown
TE Jon D. Payne

RE Chuck Francis
TE Kevin Vollema
TE David D. Barnes
TE Ryan Doyle

TE Michael VanDerLinden
RE James Poteet

RE Troy Young

RE Ernie Shipman
RE Scott Wulff

TE Patrick Severson
TE Jonathan Adam Shields
RE Michael Brown
TE Darin Stone

TE Derek Alan Bates
TE Nathan Boyette
TE Matthew Duraski
TE Ronnie Garcia
TE Mike Hearon

TE Nathan Lee

TE Daniel A. Dalton
RE Larry Laine

TE Richard Holbert
RE John Spivey

RE Nick Angert

RE Bob Berry

RE Edward Lankford
RE Bill Browne

RE Timothy Nargi Jr.
TE Daniel Ying

/s/ TE Joshua Rieger, Chairman /s/ TE Kevin Vollema, Secretary

50-35 Committee on Discipleship Ministries Informational and
Committee of Commissioners Reports
RE David Hinkley, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer, and
yielded to TE Stephen Estock, CDM Coordinator, who presented the
Informational Report which included a video presentation, highlighting
CDM’s certification program for children’s ministry leaders.
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At the request of the Coordinator, the Assembly stood in acclamation
for TE Mark Lowrey’s fifty years of service as founder of RUF and
subsequently as Director of Publications and Executive Director of Great
Commission Publications.

CoC Chairman Hinkley moved in gross Recommendations 1, 2, 4, 5,
6, 7, and 8, which were adopted without objection.

Recommendation 9 was declared moot.

Recommendation 10 was deferred to the CoC on Administrative
Committee.

Recommendations 3 and 11 were moved as amended by the CoC and,
without objection from the Permanent Committee, were adopted.

The chairman closed the report in prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. CDM Permanent Committee Report

B. CDM Permanent Committee Minutes from:
September 8-9, 2022
March 9-10, 2023
May 23, 2023

C. CDM 2024 Proposed Budget

D. 2022 CDM Audit

E. CDM Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. CDM Permanent Committee Report
B. CDM Permanent Committee Minutes from:
September 8-9, 2022
March 9-10, 2023
May 23, 2023
CDM 2024 Proposed Budget
2022 CDM Audit
CDM Permanent Committee Recommendations

mo o
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I11. Recommendations

1.

That the General Assembly approve the minutes of the meetings of the
Permanent Committee for the Committee on Discipleship Ministries on
September 8-9, 2022; March 9-10, 2023, and May 23, 2023.  46-0-0
That the General Assembly receive the 2022 audit performed by
Robins, Eskew, Smith, and Jordan, and approve the same firm for the
2023 audit. 46-0-0
That the General Assembly encourage churches and individuals to
contribute generously to the “Love Gift Legacy” (pcacdm.org/wm-
love-gift). For 2022, the funds were used by CDM to promote and
expand the new ministry to the wives of elders (“WE”). For 2023, the
funds are designed to publish a new ESL curriculum designed by
MNA. 46-0-0
That the General Assembly encourage individuals, local churches, and
presbyteries to utilize the many free resources available on the CDM
website  (pcacdm.org/resources /ministry-tool-box/).  Ministry
specific ~ sites  include:  children.pcacdm.org  (children’s),
women.pcacdm.org (women’s), pcanextgen.org (student), and
pcabookstore.com (books and resources). 46-0-0
That the General Assembly encourage local churches to consider and
use Reachout Adventures from CDM for Summer programming
(reachoutadventures.com). This Reformed and covenantal
curriculum was written by PCA members. The 2023 theme is Summer
Seaquest, a voyage into the book of Jonah. The 2024 theme will be
Olympion, a challenge to children to run the race of faith using the
Book of Joshua, which connects with the theme of the Olympic
Games in Paris. 46-0-0
That the General Assembly encourage individuals and local churches
to consider and utilize the excellent print and digital curricula from
Great Commission Publications (GCP), e.g., Show Me Jesus and Kids’
Quest Catechism Club for children, G2R Genesis to Revelation Bible
studies for preteens to teens—including G2R God’s Promises—and
So What? Bible studies for youth. Digging Deeper: Exploring Shorter
Catechism is a new 2-volume, 2-year study of the Westminster Shorter
Catechism, designed for youth and anyone desiring to go deeper in the
Christian faith. GCP also provides excellent training resources for
your staff and volunteers. 46-0-0
That the General Assembly give thanks to RE Bill Bolling, TE Danny
Kwon, and RE Jack Wilkerson for their faithful service as members
of the Permanent Committee. 46-0-0
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8. That the General Assembly re-elect TE Stephen Estock to serve as the

Coordinator for the Committee on Discipleship Ministries (CDM).
46-0-0

9. That the General Assembly answer Overture 7 from Southern New
England Presbytery, “Amend RAO 4-21.d to Permit Committees of
Commissioners to Review Committee and Board Compliance with
Material Policies,” with reference to the answer provided by the
Administrative Committee. 45-2-0
Grounds
CDM currently attempts to follow the guidelines mentioned in the
overture. Since the overture refers to all the Committees and Agencies,
it is wise to present a single response to the General Assembly through
the Administrative Committee.

10. That the General Assembly approve the 2024 CDM budget as
presented by the Administrative Committee. Deferred to CoC on AC

11. That the General Assembly give thanks to God for the fruitful ministry
of TE Mark Lowrey, who has served the PCA for over 45 years in his
roles with Reformed University Ministries/Reformed University
Fellowship (1971-1996) 49771996} and Great Commission
Publications (1996-present). TE Lowrey was involved in starting
Reformed University Ministries as the PCA was being formed and
worked with Presbyteries and the Assembly to establish the ministry
as the campus ministry of the PCA. He has been instrumental in
training generations of covenant children and church leaders through
resources, displaying an unwavering commitment to Scripture, the
Reformed faith, and the Great Commission. 46-0-0

IV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Arizona TE Steve Paul Cavallaro
Blue Ridge TE John Pennylegion
Calvary RE Ron McNeely
Catawba Valley TE Steve Stout

Central Carolina TE John Chandler Black
Central Georgia RE John Mitchell

Central Indiana TE Robert Paul O'Bannon
Chesapeake TE Jonathan S. Pickens
Columbus Metro TE Dan Layman
Covenant TE Ashley Dusenbery
Eastern Carolina RE Bruce Narveson
Evangel RE Mike Sanders
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Grace

Great Lakes

Gulf Coast
Heartland
Highlands

Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
James River

Metro Atlanta
Mississippi Valley
Nashville

New River

North Florida
Northern Illinois
Northern New England
Northwest Georgia
Ohio

Pacific Northwest
Pee Dee

Piedmont Triad
Pittsburgh

Platte Valley
Potomac

Rocky Mountain
Savannah River
Siouxlands

South Texas
Southeast Alabama
Southern New England
Southwest Florida
Tidewater

Warrior
Westminster
Wisconsin
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TE Devin Kahan

TE Gardner Fish

RE David Hinkley*
RE Rick Sullivan

TE James A. Baxter
TE Andrew Adams
RE Dewayne Taylor
RE Philip Whitley

TE Dennis Bullock
TE R. Carlton Wynne
RE Chuck Murphy

TE Mitchell Carter

TE Peter Andrew Green
TE Tommy Park

TE Daren S. Dietmeier
TE Per Almquist

RE Daryl Lipham

TE Nathaniel Bower
TE Jerid Krulish

TE Robert Jolly

RE Kevin Miller

TE LeRoy Capper

TE lIsaac Terwilleger
TE Joo Young Kim
RE Timothy Anderson
TE David A. Vosseller
TE Steve Johnson

TE Danny Morgan

RE Thomas Jeffrey Danielson
TE Robert Steven Hill
TE Jeremy Fuller

TE Jeffrey Daniel Ferguson
TE Pace Holdbrooks
TE Andrew Lee Wyatt
TE Zach Tarter

Respectfully submitted:

/s/ RE David Hinkley, Chairman /s/ TE Per Almquist, Secretary

The Moderator urged Commissioners to submit floor nominations
immediately to meet the imminent deadline.
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50-36 Assembly Recessed

The Assembly recessed at 4:37 p.m. with prayer by TE Carl Robbins,
to gather for worship at 4:45 and to reconvene for business at 8:00 a.m. on
Thursday.

50-37 Worship Service
The Assembly entered a time of worship at 4:45 p.m.

Fourth Session - Thursday Morning
June 15, 2023

50-38 Assembly Reconvened and Announcements

The Assembly reconvened at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 15, 2023.
TE Larry Roff led the Assembly in the singing of Psalm 100.

The Moderator gave miscellaneous announcements to the Assembly.
RE Bruce Stallings led the Assembly in prayer.

50-39 50th Anniversary Video

A video was presented, highlighting the faithfulness of God in the
wake of the tragic shooting at Covenant Presbyterian School in Nashville, TN,
and thankfulness for the loving support of churches and individuals throughout
the PCA.

50-40 Report of the Standing Judicial Commission (SJC)

RE Jack Wilson, chairman of the SJC, led the Assembly in prayer and
presented the Report, which was received as information. (For the full report
of the SJC, see Appendix T, p 775.)

TE Jared Krulish rose to lodge a BCO 45-3 objection to the procedure
of the court. in one of its cases. The Moderator ruled the objection out of
order because BCO 45 does not permit Commissioners to the General
Assembly to object to a decision of the SJC.

RE Krulish challenged the ruling of the Moderator, citing BCO 45-4.
The Moderator replied that BCO 45-4 refers to members of the Commission
who had lost their right to vote, for example, because of membership in a
Presbytery involved in the case. Historically, objection to a decision of a
commission is only permissible for those who are members of the commission.

The challenge was put to a vote, and the ruling of the Chair was
sustained, 830-139-24.

RE Wilson closed the report with prayer.
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50-41 Covenant College Informational and Committee of

Commissioners Reports

TE Aaron Baker, CoC Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer. He
yielded to RE Derek Halvorson, President, who reviewed the work of the
college and expressed appreciation, as he steps down as President to assume a
different role at the college, for Covenant’s impact on his own life. TE Dr.
Brad Voyles will serve as interim president. RE Craig Wood, chairman of the
Board of Trustees addressed the Assembly, remembering the work of Dr.
Halvorson.

A video highlighting the work of Covenant College was presented.

Recommendations 1-3, 5, 7 were moved in gross and adopted
without objection.

Recommendation 6 was moved and adopted without objection.

Recommendation 4 was deferred to the CoC on Administrative
Committee.

Recommendation 9 was declared moot.

Recommendation 10, thanking and praising God for the 11 years of
fruitful service of President, Dr. J. Derek Halvorson, was moved, adopted, and
read aloud to the Assembly. The Assembly responded with a round of
applause.

The chairman closed his report in prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
COVENANT COLLEGE
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. CC Report to General Assembly

B. CC Permanent Committee Minutes from: June 28, 2022, October 13-
14, 2022, January 25, 2023, March 16-17, 2023, and March 31,
2023.

C. CC 2022 Audit

D. CC 2023-2024 Proposed Budget

E. CC Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. CC Report to General Assembly
B. CC Permanent Committee Minutes from: June 28, 2022, October 13-
14, 2022, January 25, 2023, March 16-17, 2023, and March 31, 2023.
C CC 2022 Audit
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D. CC 2023-2024 Proposed Budget
E. CC Permanent Committee Recommendations

I1l. Recommendations:

1.

That the General Assembly thank and praise God for the excellent
work and faithfulness of the Board of Trustees, faculty, and staff of
Covenant College in serving the Presbyterian Church in America by
shaping students for lives of service in the Kingdom of God. 37-0-0

That the General Assembly commend the faculty and staff of the
college for the faithful and God-honoring manner in which they
responded to the challenges posed by the pandemic, rendering
excellent service to the student body — and through it, the church — in
a time of great uncertainty and difficulty. 37-0-0

That the General Assembly encourage congregations of the PCA to
support the ministry of Covenant College through encouraging
prospective students to attend, through contributing the Partnership
Shares approved by the General Assembly, and through prayer. 37-0-
0

That the General Assembly approve the budget for 2023-2024, as
submitted through the Administrative Committee. 37-0-0

That the General Assembly receive “The Covenant College and
Supporting Foundation Consolidated Financial Statements” dated
June 30, 2022, as prepared by Capin Crouse LLP. 37-0-0

That the General Assembly approve the minutes of the meetings of the
Board of Trustees for June 28, 2022, October 13-14, 2022, January 25,
2023, and March 16-17, 2023, with notations.

35-2-0

That the General Assembly receive as information the foregoing
Annual Report, recognizing God’s gracious and abundant blessing and
commending the College in its desire to continue pursuing excellence
in higher education for the glory of God. 37-0-0

That the General Assembly designate Sunday, October 15, 2023, as a
Lord’s Day on which churches of the denomination are encouraged to
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highlight the ministry of Covenant College and to pray specifically for
the College in its mission and ministry.

37-0-0

9. That the General Assembly answer Overture 7 from Southern New

England Presbytery “Amend RAO 4-21.d to Permit Committees of
Commissioners to Review Committees and Board Compliance with

Material Policies” with reference to the answer provided by the

Administrative Committee.

26-10-1

10. That the General Assembly thank and praise God for the 11 years of
fruitful service of President, Dr. J. Derek Halvorson. Echoing the

expression of thanks from the Board of Trustees, the Committee of

Commissioners wishes to highlight the following: Under Dr

Halvorson’s faithful leadership, Covenant College competed its
largest endowment campaign, raising over $32 million in gifts and

pledges, saw the extensive renovation of Carter Hall, and enjoyed a

dramatic improvement in four-year and six-year graduation rates. Dr.
Halvorson helped to introduce new majors and certificate programs,

oversaw the transition of the College from NAIA to NCAA Division

111 and led the College through a global health pandemic with a sure
and steady hand. Dr. Halvorson has fulfilled the duties of his office

with exemplary wisdom and grace and has been a great blessing to the
institution and to the denomination. His warmth and winsome

demeanor has been a credit to the College and the General Assembly

gives praise to God for his leadership as president and herein expresses
their thanks to Dr. Halvorson for his service.

IVV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery

Blue Ridge
Canada West
Central Carolina
Central Florida
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Chicago Metro
Evangel

Great Lakes
Georgia Foothills

Commissioner (*convener)
RE Charles Nave

TE Adam Harris

RE Tim Shorey

TE Seth Wallace

RE Nathan Partain

RE Jeremiah Horner

TE R. Aaron Baker*

TE Dave W. Matthews
TE Matthew S. Luchenbill
TE Christian Brewer
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Grace RE Robert Lee

Great Lakes TE Matthew S. Luchenbill
Gulf Coast TE Stephen B. Tipton
Heartland TE Anthony J. Felich
Heritage TE Michael Yurik
Highlands TE Robert Recio

Hills and Plains TE Chris Taylor

Houston Metro TE Jason T. Wegener
James River RE Matthew Murray
Metro Atlanta RE Francois Longeiret
Mississippi Valley TE Perry McCall

Missouri TE Chris Alan Polski
Nashville TE Nate Shurden

New Jersey TE Ted W. Trefsgar Jr.
North Texas RE Larry Perry

Northern Illinois RE Benjamin Dean Harding
Northwest Georgia RE Chuck Lokey

Ohio Valley TE Brian Ferry

Pacific Northwest TE Michael Awtry
Palmetto TE Trent Still

Piedmont Triad TE Derek Emerson Radney
Pittsburgh TE Michael D. Bowen
Potomac TE James Timothy Tarter 11
Providence TE Dieter Paulson
Savannah River TE Philip Ryan
Siouxlands RE Ben Wiener

South Texas RE Bob Hardister
Southeast Alabama TE Kevin Corley
Southern New England RE David Nok Daniel
Southwest Florida TE Anthony Elswick
Southern Louisiana RE Ken Kostrzewa
Susquehanna Valley TE Erik David Swanson
Tennessee Valley RE Loren Hartley
Tidewater RE Jim Rogers

Respectfully Submitted,
/s/ TE Aaron Baker, Chairman /s/ TE Steve Tipton, Secretary
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50-42 Mission to North America Informational and Committee of

Commissioners Reports

TE Kyle Hackmann, CoC Chairman, led with prayer and yielded to
TE Irwyn Ince, Coordinator, who presented the MNA Informational Report,
including a video with the theme “one church, one mission.”

Recommendations 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 were moved in gross by the
CoC Chairman and adopted without objection.

Chairman Hackmann moved Recommendation 2, involving a CoC
amendment to the MNA budget and therefore requiring a 2/3 vote of the
Assembly (RAO 4-11). Recommendation 2 was adopted without objection.

The Chairman closed the report with prayer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON
MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. MNA Permanent Committee Report

B. MNA Permanent Committee Minutes

e March 2-3, 2022

e June 15, 2022 (called meeting)

e September 14-15, 2022
MNA 2024 Proposed Budgets
MNA Permanent Committee 2022 Audits
Overtures referred to MNA Committee
Permanent Committee Recommendations

Mmoo

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
A. MNA Permanent Committee Report
B. MNA Permanent Committee Minutes
e March 2-3, 2022
e June 15, 2022 (called meeting)
e September 14-15, 2022
MNA 2024 Proposed Budgets
MNA Permanent Committee 2022 Audits
Overtures referred to Committee
MNA Permanent Committee Recommendations

Mmoo

59



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I1l. Recommendations

1.

That, the MNA Committee having reviewed the work of the MNA
Coordinator during 2022 according to the General Assembly guidelines
and commended TE Irwyn Ince for his excellent leadership with thanks
to the Lord for the good results in MNA Ministry during 2022, the
General Assembly re-elect TE Irwyn Ince as MNA Coordinator for
another year. Attachment 2 provides a complete list of MNA staff; see
Attachment 3 for the list of MNA Permanent Committee members. 53-
0-1

. That the General Assembly approve the Permanent Committee on

Mission to North America 2024 budget through the Administrative
Committee, removing $6300 currently budgeted for the National
Association of Evangelicals (This is consistent with our withdrawal
from this organization after the 49th General Assembly) and commend
it to the churches for their support. See proposed Budgets at p. 238.
53-0-1

. That the General Assembly receive the 2022 MNA Audit. 53-0-1

. That the General Assembly appoint Major General Brook J. Leonard,

USAF, and TE Capt. Paul Riley Wrigley, CHC, Ret. to serve as PCA
members of the Presbyterian and Reformed Commission on Chaplains
and Military Personnel (PRCC) for the Class of 2027 and appoint TE
COL Keith N. Goode, USA to serve as a PCA member of the
Presbyterian and Reformed Commission on Chaplains and Military
Personnel (PRCC) for the Class of 2024. 53-0-1

. That the General Assembly answer Overture 1 from the Presbytery of

Southwest Florida, “Restructure Boundary of Presbytery of Southwest
Florida” so that Pasco County will be included in its bounds, effective
July 1, 2023, in the affirmative. 53-0-1

. That the General Assembly answer Overture 4 from Central Florida

Presbytery in the affirmative, concurring with the Presbytery of
Southwest Florida, to “Transfer Pasco County, Florida, to the Presbytery
of Southwest Florida”, effective July 1, 2023, and to likewise transfer
all existing PCA churches and church plants (if any) in Pasco County to
the Presbytery of Southwest Florida. 53-0-1
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7. That the General Assembly answer Overture 7 “Amend RAO 4-21.d for
Committees of Commissioners to Review Committee and Board

Compliance and Policies” with reference to the answer of the
Administrative-Overtures Committee. 29-18-4

8. That the General Assembly commend again to our church the Ad-Interim
Committee on Racial Reconciliation’s good report and
recommendations to our Presbyteries, Sessions, Committees, and
Agencies (see Attachment 4, p 368). 53-0-1

9. That the General Assembly answer Overture 5 “Change BCO 8-6
Regarding Chaplain Administration of Sacraments” in the negative.
53-0-1
Rationale:

1. Overture 5 has an excellent goal of Chaplains being granted the
powers of an Evangelist for the duration of their approved
call. However, the body of Overture 5 does make it difficult for
military chaplains to practice their ministry within chapels. The
overture as written is not representative of the PCA approved
General Assembly PRCC Commissioners. Nor is it representative
of the PCA-PRCC Staff, the MNA-PCA Chaplain Ministries
Coordinator and PRCC Executive Director & Endorser. Nor is it
representative of our Senior PCA Chaplains from three branches
of services who discussed this Overture.

2. Although there are a lot of differences between a PCA Church
service and a military Chapel service, there are also a lot of
similarities, particularly among the three branches of the military
(Army, Air Force, and Navy). The statement that “Chapels are
not churches” has drawn concern from every PRCC Chaplain that
has given feedback on this Overture. Certainly, a chapel service
is not THE Church, but it is a church when defined as “a group of
people meeting for a religious worship service.”

3. Overture 5 includes language that is unsubstantiated and broad
generalizations that have been reviewed by senior PCA Chaplains
from all branches of the military, including those serving on the
Presbyterian Reformed Chaplain Commission. The military has
chaplains and chapel services to minister to military personnel
who are required by the nature of their military jobs not to be able
to worship in their home church or even any church at times. This
statement “who are not communicants in good standing” is not
substantiated. There is no pressure to attend worship on military
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installations and the fact that military personnel attend a chapel is

a very strong indicator that they are communicant members in

good standing of a congregation.

a. Whereas, the vast majority of those attending military Chapels
within the United States are military retirees, or those who
have the ability to leave the military base and attend a local
congregation, but choose not to.

b. Whereas, most military bases in the United States have a
PCA church within a reasonable driving distance.

c. Although there are many bases where there is a PCA
church nearby, there are many more where there is no
PCA church, and when you add in everywhere Military
Reserve, and National Guard Chaplains serve there are
many more locations without a PCA Church nearby than
those that have one.

d. Whereas, a Chaplain who serves communion at a military
chapel within the United States is serving communion to
a group of people that are likely not members at any
church, are choosing to not attend a local church, or are
choosing not to become members at a local church. There
are exceptions to this, but the vast majority of those
regularly attending chapels are choosing to act as if the
chapel is a church.

e. Chapels have no ecclesiastical discipline, no elders, no
session, and no accountability. Many chapels even rotate
weekly which Chaplain presides over the service. This
means that serving communion at most military chapels
within the United States necessarily entails serving
communion to a group of people who are not
“communicants in good standing” at any evangelical
church” (BCO 58-4). Additionally, closed communion is
not an option at a chapel because there is no session to
approve those who may participate in the ordinance.

4. The following paragraphs do not provide clear, thorough, and
accurate language for the topic to be addressed well. Civilian
Corrections Chaplains oversee worship services in prisons,
Retirement and Hospice Community Chaplains oversee worship
services to shut-ins in Retirement Communities. National Guard
and Reserve Chaplains will most likely serve units away from their
hometown, sometimes hundreds of miles from home and
beyond. They are also deployed to areas as remote as any Active
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Duty Chaplain. These Chaplains all need the powers of an
Evangelist.

a. Whereas, Chaplains do not have a session to admit people
to the Lord’s Table or for baptism. When an adult is
baptized, they take vows to the church and become
communicant members of the church (BCO 57-5).
Chaplains administering baptism have no method of
receiving the new convert into the visible church through
membership.

b. Whereas, there is currently no requirement that chaplains
be appointed to the work of an evangelist. For civilian
chaplains, or those who are part-time Chaplains (military
reservists, law enforcement, etc.), it is feasible that they
do not need the powers of an evangelist because they will
never be in a situation where they are called upon to
administer the sacraments apart from a Session and a local
congregation. However, for an active-duty military
Chaplain, and some civilian Chaplains, the powers of an
evangelist are necessary.

Overture 5 communicates criticism of PCA Chaplains for serving
communion at a military chapel service where there is a PCA
church within a reasonable distance. This becomes an awkward
situation for a military Chaplain who is tasked with serving all
members of his unit. Commanders and Supervisory Chaplains
expect each Chaplain to fully support the religious program of the
unit in accordance with what their faith group Endorser
allows. This restriction violates Army, Air Force, and Navy
guidelines for chapel operations. How should a Chaplain define
“reasonable distance” when it comes to the location of a PCA
Church? Finally, we’re back to an issue raised earlier: for those
in institutions like the military and some civilian situations, there
would be those worshippers who would have no access to public
worship without a Chaplain serving in their current location. So,
is a PCA Chaplain supposed to tell his supervisor that he cannot
participate in the chapel worship service since there is a PCA
church somewhere outside the gates of his base? So, is a PCA
Chaplain supposed to tell his supervisor they are not to administer
the sacraments in the chapel worship service when there are PCA
churches within a reasonable distance, and the attendees are able
to attend the local church?
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6. Although the goal of Overture 5 is a very good goal the overall body
and Whereas Statements paint a negative and incorrect picture of
military ministry and chapel ministry. We recommend a vote in the
negative on Overture 5. We would suggest that the OC send Overture
5 back to Tidewater Presbytery for modifications and revisions in
preparation for a new Overture to be sent forward next year.

IV. Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Ascension TE Stephen Richman

Blue Ridge TE Jake Hooker

Calvary RE Philip Temple

Central Carolina
Central Georgia
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Chicago Metro
Eastern Canada
Eastern Carolina
Evangel
Fellowship
Grace

Great Lakes
Gulf Coast
Gulfstream
Heartland
Highlands
Houston Metro
lowa

James River
Korean Capital
Metro Atlanta
Metropolitan New York
Missouri
Nashville

New Jersey
New River
North Texas
Northern Illinois
Northern New England
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TE Mark E. Upton

RE Paul McCommon

TE Jeff Nottingham

TE Brian LoPiccolo

TE Joe Cristman

TE Kyle Hackmann*

TE Skylar Adams

RE Nathan Kirkpatrick

TE Branden Cole Williams
RE Tommy Ellett

RE Jim Lopez

RE Brett Doster

TE Peter A. Bartuska

TE Nathan Currey

TE Craig S. Bulkeley

RE Neal Wade

RE Mark Bakker

TE Leonard Bailey

TE Mark Oh

TE Brandon Dean

TE Wei Ho

RE Ken Leslie

TE Paul Joiner

TE Donald F. Waltermyer Jr.
TE Alan Hager

TE Jahaziel Cantu
TE Justin Coverstone
TE James Pavlic



Northwest Georgia
Ohio
Pacific Northwest
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TE Andrew Hendley
TE Scott R. Wright
RE Scott Hedgcock

Pee Dee TE Mark A. Horne
Piedmont Triad TE Thomas Brown
Pittsburgh TE Greg Mead

Platte Valley TE Andrew Lightner
Potomac RE Scott Hatch

Providence TE Alexander Myron Shipman
Savannah River TE James R. Shaw Il
Siouxlands TE Daniel Brendsel

South Coast TE Christopher A. Sandoval
South Texas TE Billy Crain

Southeast Alabama TE Josh Shideler

Southern New England TE Benjamin Sheldon
Southwest Florida TE Jonathan Winfree
Tidewater TE W. Dennis Griffith
Westminster TE Bobby T. Roberts
Wisconsin TE James M. MacGregor

Respectfully submitted,
/sl TE Kyle Hackmann, Chairman /s/ TE Peter Bartuska, Secretary

50-43 Administrative Committee Informational and Committee of

Commissioners Reports

TE David Zavadil, CoC Chairman, led with prayer and yielded to
TE Bryan Chapell, PCA Stated Clerk, who presented the Informational Report
acknowledging the good work of planning done by the host committee of
Covenant Presbytery.

Recommendations 1, 2, 6-30, 32, and 33 were moved in gross by the
CoC Chairman and adopted without objection.

Recommendation 3 was declared moot.

Recommendation 4 was declared moot.

A parliamentary inquiry was made by TE Jay Neikirk regarding how
best to deal with the outcome of Recommendations 5 (regarding Overture 12)
and 34 (regarding Overture 28), because both Overtures were answered in
different ways by different committees. By way of clarification, the Moderator
explained that if different answers are given to an Overture by different
Committees, the motion that is first adopted prevails.

TE Scott Edburg made a Procedural Motion to postpone
consideration of Recommendations 5 and 34 until after the Overture
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Committee recommendation on these items are made. After a short debate,
the motion passed, 1126-208-47.

The Administrative Committee report was paused to take up the order
of day.

50-44 Special Order: Nominating Committee Report

At 9:30 a.m. a Special Order was recognized by the Assembly. RE
Frank Cohee, Chairman, led in prayer and presented the report of the
Nominating Committee.

Hearing no objection, the Moderator declared all uncontested
nominees elected.

The following nominees were elected by the Assembly:

Administrative Committee:

Class of 2027

TE Jason Helopoulos, Great Lakes Presbytery 1182-266
Alternate

TE Richard Phillips, Calvary 1077-427

Board of Trustees Covenant College
Class of 2027
TE Thurman Williams, Missouri 1066-416

Board of Trustees Covenant Theological Seminary
Class of 2027
TE Jimmy Agan, Metro Atlanta 927-593

Committee on Interchurch Relations
Class of 2026
TE David Gilleran, Blue Ridge 1062-357

Committee on Mission to North America
Class of 2024

RE Julian Battle, Savannah River 771-234-377
Class of 2028

TE Jeremy Byrd, Great Lakes 897-561

Committee on Mission to the World

Class of 2028
TE Joshua Reiger, Houston Metro 1113-388
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Alternate
TE Tom Patton, Evangel 957-557

Board of Directors of Geneva Benefits
Class of 2027
RE Huey Townsend, Mississippi Valley 1079-384

Board of Directors of Ridge Haven
Class of 2028
RE Tuan La, South Texas 1087-371

Committee on Reformed University Fellowship
Alternate
RE Jeremy Kath (unopposed)

Standing Judicial Commission
Class of 2027

TE Rhett Dodson 925-666

RE John Maynard 1097-503

The chairman closed the report with prayer.

50-45 Standing Judicial Commission Vows

The newly elected members of the SIC who were present — TE Rhett
Dodson, RE John Maynard, RE Dan Carrell, RE John White, and TE David
Garner — took their vows before the Assembly. As is the custom, TE Brad
Evans will take his vows before the SJC prior to participating in SJC
deliberations.

The Moderator declared the Standing Judicial Commission to be the
Judicial Commission of this Assembly in accord with BCO 15-4.

50-46 Administrative Committee Informational and Committee of

Commissioners Reports, continued

Recommendations 1, 2, 6-30, 32, and 33, which had previously been
moved in gross, were adopted without objection.

Recommendation 31 was moved and adopted without objection
from the Permanent Committee or the Assembly.

The chairman closed the report with prayer.

The Assembly sang “It is Well with My Soul.”
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A
B.

C.
D.
E

AC Permanent Committee Report to GA

Minutes of the 2022 meetings of the AC and Board of Directors

1. AC-April 21,2022, June 6, 2022, June 21, 2022, and October
6, 2022

2. BD - April 21, 2022, June 21, 2022, and October 6, 2022

Budgets for the permanent Committees and Agencies

Overtures Referred to the AC

Recommendations of the AC Committee

I1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed

A.
B.

C.
D.
E

AC Permanent Committee Report to GA

Minutes of the 2022 meetings of the AC and Board of Directors

1. AC-April 21,2022, June 6, 2022, June 21, 2022, and October
6, 2022

2. BD - April 21, 2022, June 21, 2022, and October 6, 2022

Budgets for the permanent Committees and Agencies

Overtures related to the AC

Recommendations of the AC Committee

I11. Recommendations

1.

2.

That the General Assembly elect Dr. Bryan Chapell for another term
as Stated Clerk. 43-0-0
That the Assembly express gratitude and commendation to the
Administrative Committee staff for their hard work on behalf of the
denomination. 43-0-0
That Overture 2 from Covenant Presbytery, “Request PCA Join
International Conference of Reformed Churches,” be answered as
proposed by the Interchurch Relations Committee: “Postpone
consideration of Overture 2 until the IRC sends representatives to the
next meeting of the ICRC to be held in Korea in 2026 to investigate
submitting a request for the PCA to join the ICRC and report to the
following General Assembly.” 42-0-0
Grounds:
1) The ICRC requires that denominations requesting
membership send representatives to an ICRC meeting prior
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to application for admission that requires the
recommendation of two member denominations.

2) A reading of the financial rules of the ICRC reveals that the
number of baptized members is included in a formula that
determines a denomination’s membership fees, as well as the
economic status of the nation of the denomination.
According to the Stated Clerk’s report to the last General
Assembly the PCA had in 2021 5,159 ministers, 297,239
communicant members, and 75,991 non-communicant for a
total of 378,389 baptized members. The PCA would be one
of the largest denominations in ICRC and therefore would
incur a significant annual membership fee that under the
present arrangement would have to be borne by the AC.

3) "Postponement will provide an opportunity to confirm
appropriate theological and confessional alignment between
the PCA and the ICRC.

That Overture 7 from Southern New England, “Amend RAO 4-21.d

for Committees of Commissioners to Review Committee and Board

Compliance and Policies” be answered in the pegative. affirmative
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{emphasis-added-MGA-2019.p-66)- 38-0-5
That Overture 12 from Evangel Presbytery, ‘“Petition Government
to End Sex-change Procedures for Minors” be answered in the
affirmative. 42-0-1
Grounds:
The AC recognizes that the substantive debate on the merits of
this Overture belong to the Overtures Committee and General
Assembly. The AC also recognizes that its primary connection
to this Overture will be in the distribution of any
communications to government agencies and leaders, as
approved by the General Assembly; and is committed to
fulfilling such instructions as directed.
That Overture 19 from Tennessee Valley Presbytery, ‘“Request
Administrative Committee to Address Questions re Presbytery
Jurisdiction and Committee/Agency Employment,” be answered in
the negative. 42-0-1
Grounds:
The request to study and make recommendations to GA regarding the
jurisdiction of presbyteries, GA Committees, and GA Agencies is
beyond the scope of responsibilities given to the Administrative
Committee in the BCO or RAO.
That Overture 20 from Potomac Presbytery, “Request Administrative
Committee to Research Use of Electronic Records for Denominational
Purposes,” be answered in the affirmative. 43-0-0
That the Administrative Committee budget for 2024 of $3,718,100
Operating Budget and $1,996,000 Partnership Shares budget be
approved. 43-0-0
That the PCA Building budget for 2024 of $403,250 Operating Budget
be approved. The PCA Building does not participate in Partnership
Shares. 43-0-0
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That the CDM budget for 2024 of $2,493,240 Operating Budget and
$1,258,440 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0
That the CC budget for 2024 of $34,355,722 Operating Budget and
$2,000,000 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0
That the CTS budget for 2024 of $8,943,020 Operating Budget and
$2,000,000 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0
That the Geneva budget for 2024 of $5,866,782 Operating Budget be
approved. Geneva does not participate in Partnership Shares. 43-0-0
That the MNA budget for 2024 of $26,130,850 Operating Budget and

$9,637,461 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0
That the MTW budget for 2024 of $76,008,175 Operating Budget and
$10,289,065 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0

That the PCAF budget for 2024 of $2,150,423 Operating Budget be
approved. The PCAF does not participate in Partnership Shar 43-0-0
That the RUF budget for 2024 of $52,707,754 Operating Budget and

$9,627,819 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0
That the RH budget for 2024 of $3,820,000 Operating Budget and
$1,250,000 Partnership Shares budget be approved. 43-0-0

That the “2024 Budgeted Partnership Shares and Ministry Asks of
PCA Ministry Partners by the Participating General Assembly
Ministries” be approved. 43-0-0
That the Assembly take note that the 2022 Audit performed by Robins,
Eskew, Smith & Jordan on the Administrative Committee was received
and reviewed as required by RAO 14-7.h. 43-0-0
That the Assembly take note that the 2022 Audit performed by Robins,
Eskew, Smith & Jordan on the PCA Building Fund was received and
reviewed as required by RAO 14-7.h. 43-0-0
That Robins, Eskew, Smith & Jordan, PC, be approved as auditors for
the Administrative Committee and the Committee on Discipleship
Ministries for the calendar year ending December 31, 20 43-0-0
That Capin, Crouse, & Company be approved as auditors for the
Committee on Mission to the World and the Committee on Mission to
North America for the calendar year ending December 31, 2023.

43-0-0
That Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLP, be approved as auditors for the
Committee on Reformed University Fellowship for the calendar year
ending December 31, 2023. 43-0-0
That the Assembly receive the charts below as the acceptable
response to the GA requirement for an annual report on the cost of
the AC’s mandated responsibilities.
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2022 Unfunded Mandates

GENERAL ASSEMBLY COSTS

#of Total Cost per Amount of Fee Tatal
Year Commissioners Costs Commissioner  Alloted to GA Standard Fee
2017 1461 585301 $401 $350 4450
2018 1537 628,815 $400 $350 450
2019 1632 720515 5442 $350 450
2021 2114 844 600 400 $350 450
2022 2185 020326 %386 $350 450

AC GENERAL ASSEMELY RESPONSIBILITIES

2022 Per

Description Total® Commissioner
Commuttee on Constifutional Business 314,078 500
General Assembly with Minutes' $060,326 §402 65
Interchurch Relations Committee $20,501 $8.63
Nominating Committee” $23.016 $9.65
Standing Judicial Commission $255,303 $107.05
Theological Examining Committee’ $0 $0

TOTALS $1.273314 $533 88

! Review of Presbytery Records is included in the General Assembly Total. In 2022,
RPR cost $26,196; production and delivery of the General Assembly Minutes cost at
least $40,000 and is included in this "Total".

2The expense of the Nominating Committee is shared by the PCA Committees and
Agencies.

3The Theological Examining Committee did not incur any material expenses in 2022
as per their report to the AC.

43-0-0

26. That the registration fee remain at $525 (TEs) and $300 (REs) for the 2024
General Assembly, with $350 of the TE fee allocated to the GA expenses,
$50 for publication of the GA Minutes, and $125 allocated to the Standing
Committee cost center for the expenses of the Standing Judicial
Commission; and the full $300 RE fee allocated to GA expenses.
Honorably retired or emeritus elders would continue to pay $150. Elders
coming from churches with annual incomes below $150,000, as per their
2023 statistics, may register for $300. 43-0-0
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27. That the plan outlined below for the payment of the required contribution
from the PCA Committees and Agencies to the PCA Administrative
Committee be approved. 43-0-0

PLAN: Committees and Agencies are asked to pay in one of the
following three options:
1. Semiannual — one-half paid in January and one-half
paid in July.
2. Quarterly — one fourth paid the first month of each
quarter: January, April, July, and October.
3. Monthly — one twelfth paid the first of each month.
NOTE: The chart shows the agreed upon amounts for 2024.

PCA CONTRIBUTION
MINISTRY AMOUNT
AC
CDM $11,500
CC $11,500
CTS $11,500
MNA $11,500
MTW $11,500
PCAF $11,500
GEN $11,500
RH $11,500
RUF $11,500
$103,500
28. That the Annual Administration Fee for Ministers be set at $100 for 2024.
43-0-0
29. That the General Assembly set the request to Presbyteries for GA Host
Committee assistance at $500 for 2024. 43-0-0
30. That the Assembly approve the minutes of the Board of Directors for April
21, 2022, June 21, 2022, and October 6, 2022. 42-0-0

31. That the Assembly approve the minutes of the Administrative Committee
for April 21, 2022, Junre6-2022, June 21, 2022, and October 6, 2022
subject to the notation of exceptions of form pending the Administrative

Committee’s meeting on June 13, 2023. 40-1-1
32. That the Assembly approve the minutes of the called meeting of the

Administrative Committee with one exception of substance: failed to note
the reason for the called meeting of June 6, 2022. 42-0-0
33. That the General Assembly approve the following resolution of thanks for
our founders, which will be read the first night of the General Assembly
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Whereas the Presbyterian Church in America by the special
providence of God, the Father, was blessed with visionary
founders who called this body of believers to form a family
of churches faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ;

Whereas by the gracious provision of God, the Son, these
founders unfurled before the world a banner of commitment
to be faithful to the Scriptures, true to the Reformed faith,
and obedient to the Great Commission;

Whereas by the great power of God the Holy Spirit this church
yet prays to a be a faithful instrument of that gospel light in
this present darkness for all who call upon the name of Jesus,
even as many as the Lord himself shall call; and,

Whereas we believe ourselves to honor God by remembrance of
the courageous churchmen he united in 1973 to give such
scriptural integrity, confessional conviction, and missionary
zeal to the very foundation of the Presbyterian Church in
America;

Therefore, at this 50th General Assembly we lift our hearts in
praise to God by remembering all of our founding fathers,
blessing our founding mothers who supported them, and
giving special recognition to those who yet gather with us
here today. To you, our founders, with deepest gratitude we
say, “Because of you our children may say, ‘In this church,
we learned the truth of God’s Word, the grace of God’s ways,
and the wideness of God’s mercy.” With your example and
for Christ’s glory, we will endeavor to continue your legacy
in the Presbyterian Church in America, and pledge anew, by
the grace of God, to work for her peace, purity, and unity
until every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord.” 43-0-0

That Overture 28, “*'Declare Message to All Nations a Faithful
Expression of Biblical Polity Shaping the PCA,” be answered in the

affirmative as amended.

Amend the final paragraph as indicated:

Therefore, the General Assembly directs its Stated Clerk to send this
letter to the churches of the Presbyterian Church in America and those

churches with whom we have fraternal relations. Presbyterian-Church
-the USAvia-its-Stated-Clerk—as—a-communicationfrom—a-lowving

daughterto-aprodigal-mether.
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Rationale: We dearly love the principles articulated in the “Message
to All Churches” and respect the added comments acknowledging sin
in our ranks. Our own churches would be well served to be reminded
of these founding principles and gospel advances in a letter from our
Stated Clerk. However, addressing a church we left 50 years ago for
its errors and naming that body a “prodigal mother” in the process
seems a counterproductive backward look that could be interpreted as
an unnecessary and uncharitable provocation. The historic stance of
this Assembly has been to grieve others’ wrongs and advocate our own
gospel fidelity and mission, rather than needlessly antagonizing or
negatively labeling others. 40-0-3

IV. Commissioners Present

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)

Calvary

Central Carolina
Central Florida
Central Georgia
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Chicago Metro
Covenant

Eastern Carolina
Eastern Pennsylvania
Evangel
Fellowship

Grace

Great Lakes

Gulf Coast
Heartland
Highlands

Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
Iliana

lowa

James River
Metro Atlanta
Mississippi Valley
Nashville
Northern California

RE Melton Ledford Duncan
TE Michael David Mock
RE Andrew Augenstein
RE George Rountree

TE Charles Anderson

TE Jesse M. Crutchley

TE Wendell F. Collins 11l
TE Benjamin David Ratliff
RE Daniel Prins

TE Angel Gomez

RE Charles Woodall

TE Jason Ryan Anderson
TE John Franklin

RE Bob Haflews

TE Sean McGowan

TE D. Timothy Rackley
TE Sean McCann

RE Jeff Chewning

RE Kenneth Wynne

TE Scott Edburg

TE Luke Wolfe

TE Sean James Whitenack
TE Erik Veerman

RE Tim Threadgill

RE John C. Pink

TE Benjamin Kappers
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Northern Illinois TE John Paul Cherne I11
Northern New England TE Thomas Powell
Northwest Georgia TE Daniel E. Myers

Ohio TE Rhett P. Dodson
Palmetto TE Jason Cornwell

Pee Dee TE Matthew Dallas Adams
Piedmont Triad TE George Sayour
Potomac TE Stephen A. Fix
Providence TE J. Scott Phillips
Savannah River RE Glynn Dyer

South Texas TE Gregory Allen Ward
Southeast Alabama TE Brannon Bowman
Southern Louisiana TE Kelly Dotson

Southern New England TE Matthew Kerr
Southwest Florida RE Jim Eggert

Tennessee Valley TE Seth Hammond
Tidewater TE David W. Zavadil*
Westminster TE Thomas Edwin Rickard

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ TE David Zavadil, Chairman /s/ TE Jason Anderson, Secretary

50-47 Video Presentation — 50th Anniversary
A brief video celebrating the 50th anniversary of the PCA was
presented.

50-48 Overtures Committee Report

The Moderator reminded the Assembly of the rules that govern the
Assembly’s actions with reference to the Overtures Committee report.

RE Steve Dowling, Chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and began
the report (see below).

The Chairman moved thirteen Recommendations of the Overtures
Committee in gross, three of which were removed by request.

RE Ed Wright raised a point of order that removing one item,
Overture 23, from the in gross motion would necessitate removal of other
items that were answered in reference to that item. The Moderator stated that
such overtures did not need to be removed from the in gross motion, but that
those recommendations would be answered in reference to Overture 23,
however Overture 23 were answered.

Chairman Dowling then moved Recommendations 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 14,
16, 24, 25, and 27 in gross.

76



JOURNAL

The Moderator pointed out that Commissioners would be voting on
the OC Recommendations, not on the Overtures themselves.

The in gross was adopted, thereby adopting Recommendations 3, 5,
6, 8, 10, 14, 16, 24, 25, and 27, 1768-42-19.

Chairman Dowling moved Recommendation 23, that Overture 23 be
answered in the affirmative as amended.

A procedural motion was made to call the previous question. The
motion passed with a 2/3 majority, thereby ending any further debate. 1290-
573-12

Recommendation 23 was adopted, answering Overture 23 in the
affirmative as amended. 1673-223-15

TE Bob Mattis made a parliamentary inquiry regarding the
Moderator’s explanation that if the OC answers a Recommendation in the
affirmative and the Assembly answers in the negative, the recommendation is
recommitted to the OC.

The Chairman moved that Recommendation 9, regarding Overture 9,
be answered in reference to the answer to Overture 23. The
Recommendation was adopted, 1773- 106 -23.

The Chairman moved that Recommendation 17, regarding Overture
17, be answered in reference to the answer to Overture 23. The
recommendation was adopted, 1771-97-22.

The Chairman moved that Recommendation 15, regarding Overture
15, be answered by referring the overture back to the Session of Bryce
Avenue Presbyterian Church, White Rock, New Mexico, without prejudice.
The recommendation was adopted, 1725-139-8.

The Chairman moved that Recommendation 26, regarding Overture
26, be answered in the affirmative as amended by the OC. The
Recommendation was adopted. 1427-481-20.

Recommendation 22, that Overture 22 be answered in the negative,

was moved by the Chairman, who explained the grounds for the Committee’s
recommendation. The Recommendation was adopted, 1727-113-30
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Recommendation 11, that Overture 11 be answered in the negative,
was moved by the Chairman, who explained the grounds for the Committee’s
recommendation. The Recommendation was adopted, 1686-94-21.

Recommendation 21, that Overture 21 be answered in the negative,
was moved by the Chairman, who explained the grounds for the Committee’s
recommendation. The Recommendation was adopted, 1666-113-19

Chairman Dowling moved Recommendation 12, that Overture 12 be
answered “by empowering the Moderator to appoint a commission to
draft a humble petition (WCF 31-4), which the PCA Stated Clerk shall
send to the President of the United States, the majority and minority
party leaders in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, and the
Chief Justice of the United States; and recommend the Presbytery
Clerks to send the petition to the Governors, the majority and minority
party leaders in the State Legislatures, and the Chief Justice of the State
Supreme Courts in their regions, condemning the practice of surgical
and medical gender reassignment, especially of minors.”

Debate ensued. A motion to extend debate by 5 minutes was
approved, 1077-775-5.

The Moderator declared this recommendation was an answer to the
Overtures as in the affirmative as amended.

Recommendation 12, that Overture 12 be answered in the
affirmative as amended, was adopted, 1089-793-28.

TE David Coffin requested that his negative vote be recorded.

50-49 Video Celebrating 50th Anniversary
A video celebrating the 50th anniversary of the PCA featured one of
the “founding mothers” of the PCA, Mrs. Susan Hunt.

50-50 Overtures Committee Report, continued

A motion to reconsider the response to Overture 12 was made and
seconded by a Commissioner who had voted with the majority to approve.
This motion was ruled out of order by virtue of the fact that the maker of the
motion was a member of the Overtures Committee.

A motion to reconsider the Assembly’s response to Overture 12 was
properly made by a Commissioner who had voted with the majority and who
was not a member of the Overtures Committee, and the motion was seconded.

After debate, a motion made to call the question was passed.
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The motion to reconsider the Assembly’s decision on Overture 12
failed, 655-962-23.

Recommendation 18, that Overture 18 be answered in the negative,
was moved by the Chairman and adopted, 1156-318-19.

50-51 Order of the Day
The order of the day (lunch) was recognized.

50-52 Assembly Recessed
TE Richard Harris prayed for the Assembly.
The Assembly recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. to reconvene at 1:30 p.m.

Fifth Session — Thursday Afternoon
June 15, 2023

50-53 Assembly Reconvened
The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of “Crown
Him with Many Crowns” and prayer led by TE Nate Shurden.

50-54 Protest Regarding Assembly’s Action on RPR V1.44.f

TE David Coffin brought a BCO 45-5 Protest to the 50th General
Assembly regarding its action in approving the Review of Presbytery Record’s
Recommendation V1.44.f.

Protest With Respect to the Action of the Assembly on the
Report of Review of Presbytery Records
Submitted by TE David F. Coffin, Jr.

June 15, 2023

| protest (BCO 45-3) against the action of the 50" General Assembly approving
the recommendation of Review of Presbytery Records item 44.f. (p. 651), i.e.,
that the Assembly “find that the minutes of Metropolitan New Y ork Presbytery
(September 20, 2022; pp. 69-71) constitutes a “credible report” of “an
important delinquency or grossly unconstitutional proceedings” (BCO 40-5).”
This novel use of BCO 40-5 is a serious mistake, which mistake will provide
a precedent for faulty interpretation of the BCO and will lead to an
unwarranted and deleterious increase of business for the Standing Judicial
Commission (SJC).

BCO chapter 40 has a clear logical progression which informs the sense of the
terms used in each section. BCO 40-2 and -3 address the higher court’s
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responsibility to examine the records of the court below. BCO 40-4 leaves the
review of records proper, and gives instruction as to as to how to deal with a
possible neglect of accurate record-keeping. BCO 40-5 leaves the review of
records behind entirely, and addresses how a court should handle reports of
“any important delinquency or grossly unconstitutional proceedings” on the
part of the court below coming through other than the records of the court
below. It is in this case that the “the first step shall be to cite the court alleged
to have offended to appear.” The RPR and the Assembly entirely neglected the
significance of this logic in the recommendation and action in question.

Should this interpretation prevail the SJIC would be burdened with an increase
to its labors that is unnecessary and distracting. RAO 16-10. c. was designed
to bring before the SJC alleged exceptions of substance (“Apparent violations
of the Scripture or serious irregularities from the Constitution of the
Presbyterian Church in America, actions out of accord with the deliverances
of the General Assembly, and matters of impropriety and important
delinquencies”) only after the brotherly discussion of concerns between RPR
and a presbytery, through which most such disputes would be resolved, had
reached a stalemate. The erroneous view evident in the action in question,
neglecting the wise procedure set forth in a proper reading of the BCO and the
RAO, will do significant harm to the capacity of the SJC to adjudicate cases
with efficiency and accuracy.

The Moderator ruled that the Protest was written in temperate
language

TE Ryan Biese moved that the Moderator appoint a commission to
answer the Protest brought by TE Coffin, the answer to be spread upon the
minutes. The motion passed without objection, 928-201-6.

Commissioners were given the opportunity to sign the Protest. A list
of signers is here:

TE Per Almquist Northern New England
TE Dominic Aquila Rocky Mountain

RE Andrew Augenstein  Central Florida

TE Knox Baird Grace

TE Curran Bishop Southern New England
TE Robert Browning Covenant

RE J. David Caldwell Covenant

TE Jason Cornwell Palmetto

TE David Driskill Evangel

TE Stephen Estock Georgia Foothills

TE Jeremy Fair Hills and Plains

TE Larry Hoop Ohio Valley
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TE Timothy Inman
TE Mike Kandjian
TE David Kenyon
TE Jeremy King

TE Wayne Larson
RE Trevor Laurence
TE Sean Lucas

TE Kenneth McHeard
TE Mark Middlekauff
TE Danny Morgan
TE Walter Nilsson
RE E.J. Nusbaum
TE David O'Leary
TE David Richter
TE Brad Rogers

RE Patrick Sewell
TE Andrew Shank
RE Ric Springer

TE L. Roy Taylor
TE Kevin Twit

TE Lou Veiga

RE Michael Veitz
TE Gregory Ward
RE James Wert

TE Scott Wright

JOURNAL

Eastern Carolina
Chesapeake
Pittsburgh

Ohio

lowa

Piedmont Triad
Covenant
Savannah River
Metropolitan New York
South Texas
Potomac

Rocky Mountain
Ascension
Nashville
Palmetto
Southern New England
Highlands

New Jersey
Calvary
Nashville
Houton Metro
Gulf Stream
South Texas
Metro Atlanta
Ohio

Answer of the 50" General Assembly
to the Protest brought forth by TE David F. Coffin, Jr. et al.

Pursuant to BCO 45-5, the General Assembly answers the BCO 45-3 protest
from TE David F. Coffin, Jr. et al. “against the action of the 50" General
Assembly approving the recommendation of Review of Presbytery Records
item 44.f. (p. 651), i.e., that the Assembly ‘find that the minutes of
Metropolitan New York Presbytery (September 20, 2022; pp. 69-71)
constitutes a “credible report” of “an important delinquency or grossly
unconstitutional proceedings” (BCO 40-5)” (hereinafter the “Action of the

Assembly”). The protest describes the Action of the Assembly as a “serious
mistake” and identifies two harms that will allegedly flow from it. First, that
it “will provide a precedent for faulty interpretation of the BCO” and, second,
that it “will lead to an unwarranted and deleterious increase of business for
the Standing Judicial Commission (SJC).” Both assertions are mistaken. In
order to demonstrate that the protest is in error, we address two topics: First,
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the Action of the Assembly is consistent with the Constitution and RAQO; and
second, the Action of the Assembly is not unwise.

First, the Action of the Assembly is neither unconstitutional nor in conflict
with the Rules of Assembly Operations (“RAO”). The protest argues in its
second paragraph that BCO 40-5 is properly limited to reports of important
delinquencies or grossly unconstitutional proceedings regarding the lower
court “coming through other than the records of the court below” (emphasis
in original). In other words, the protest asserts that a report from any source
may immediately trigger a BCO 40-5 citation—except when the report
comes from the records of the court below. This view is erroneous because it
relies on an extra-Constitutional gloss that does not appear in the text of the
BCO. There is nothing in BCO 40-5 that limits its application to cases of
reports “coming through other than the records of the court below.” The
Action of the Assembly faithfully applies the text of the BCO as written.
Rather than “provid[ing] a precedent for faulty interpretation of the BCO,”
the Action of the Assembly does just the opposite: it interprets the BCO
based on the plain meaning of the text. The language of BCO 40-5 is clear
and unambiguous. A report is heard, a finding is made, and a citation is
issued. There is no need for recourse to legislative history or other extrinsic
evidence of intent. The best evidence of the meaning of the current version
of BCO 40-5 is the text itself, and, absent an ambiguity, that is where the
inquiry ends.

The Action of the Assembly finds a case that meets the criteria of a “credible
report” of “any important delinquency or grossly unconstitutional
proceedings” and then proceeds to do exactly what BCO 40-5 mandates: “to
cite the court alleged to have offended to appear before the court having
appellate jurisdiction, or its commission.” Once the court has made a
judgment that the case is one that meets the criteria of important delinquency
or grossly unconstitutional proceedings, the citation becomes
nondiscretionary. The BCO requires that the “first step shall be” to issue the
citation. The court has no other option.

In its third paragraph, the protest suggests that the exclusive means of citing
a presbytery to appear before the SJC for an error that is discovered in the
presbytery’s minutes is via the mechanism described in RAO 16-10.c. Such
an interpretation is unsupported by the text of the BCO and RAO. RAO 16-
10.c does describe a process by which an exception of substance can rise to
the level of important delinquency or grossly unconstitutional proceedings
and by which the assembly may cite the offending presbytery to appear for a
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judicial proceeding according to the provision set forth in BCO 40-5. But
nothing in the text of either the BCO or the RAO limits BCO 40-5 such that
this is the exclusive means of the Review of Presbytery Records Committee
recommending the Assembly issue such a citation. This view is in fact
counter-textual and contradicts the plain language of BCO 40-5. The protest
appeals to legislative intent, stating in relevant part, “RAO 16-10.c. was
designed to bring before the SJC alleged exceptions of substance . ...” But
such ipse dixit pronouncements cannot properly be understood to modify the
unambiguous text of the BCO. To allow such an interpretation would create
a state of affairs where elders could not rely upon the text of the BCO and
administer the courts of the church based on its plain meaning without
consulting with experts who hold the insider knowledge as to what was
intended, rather than what was written into the Constitution.

Further, the interpretation of BCO 40-5 urged by the protest is not only
counter-textual, it would produce absurd results. The protest argues that
reports of important delinquency or grossly unconstitutional proceedings
arising from any source other than presbytery minutes can give rise to an
immediate citation for a presbytery to appear before the SJC, but that if the
report arises from the presbytery’s minutes, then there must be a dialogue
between the assembly and the presbytery via the RAO exception of substance
process. It would be very strange if a presbytery that engaged in serious
error would be able to delay dealing with any unconstitutional action for
years in an instance discovered through the review of its minutes but would
be subject to immediate action if the issue were discovered through any other
means, such as a member filing a BCO 40-5 report regarding the exact same
issue with the General Assembly. If a presbytery commits serious error, the
General Assembly is empowered by the text of BCO 40-5 to immediately
bring a disciplinary case based upon the records of the presbytery alone —
and this power is most necessary as addressed below.

Second, the Action of the Assembly is not unwise. The protest makes an
argument from consequence that the Action of the Assembly establishes a
precedent that will lead to “an unwarranted and deleterious increase of
business” for the SIC. First, there is no evidence that such an outcome
necessarily follows from the Action of the Assembly. The fact that once in
the 50-year history of the PCA the General Assembly has cited a presbytery
to appear before the SJC based on the Review of Presbytery Records
Committee finding a serious error in a presbytery’s minutes says absolutely
nothing about when or how often such a citation might be issued again in the
future. One of the ends of proper church discipline is “the promotion of the
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purity and general edification of the Church” (BCO 27-3). The General
Assembly hopes that the citation issued to the presbytery in the present case
may serve as a reminder to others to be careful in their actions and
deliberations so that future cases might be avoided.

Additionally, the argument that the General Assembly ought not exercise its
powers under BCO 40-5 for fear that the SJIC might have an increase in
business is invalid. Church discipline is one of the marks of a true church,
and the courts of the church must administer discipline whenever and
wherever it is warranted. Failure to do so, for whatever reason, would be a
serious dereliction of duty. If the case load increases, then it might become
necessary to modify the rules by which the SJC operates, to increase the
number of members on the commission, or to create some other commission
or body to share the work (in keeping with the Biblical pattern of Exodus 18
and Numbers 11). Such actions might ultimately be necessary in any event if
the Lord continues to grow and increase this branch of the church.

Finally, it is important to note that while in the vast majority of cases, errors
discovered in presbytery minutes are properly addressed by notations,
exceptions of form, and exceptions of substance, it is necessary as a matter of
prudence and godly wisdom that the General Assembly have a means by
which to call a presbytery to account in an expeditious manner if the
presbytery commits serious error. BCO 40-5 provides that mechanism, and
the Action of the Assembly properly exercises it. The view urged by the
protest would hamstring the General Assembly and require a years-long back
and forth process before judicial action could be implemented. Such an
approach would leave the sheep in such a hypothetical presbytery vulnerable
to error for an unnecessarily long period of time. The wisdom of past
assemblies, as codified in the unambiguous language of BCO 40-5, prevents
such an outcome, and the Action of the Assembly was a proper exercise of its
authority pursuant to BCO 40-5.

Commission to Respond to the Coffin Protest
TE Stephen Tipton, Chairman

RE Chris Shoemaker, Secretary

RE Matthew Fender

TE Stephen O’Neill

TE Jason Piland

50-55 50th Anniversary Celebratory Video
A video celebrating the 50th anniversary of the PCA was presented.
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50-56 Overtures Committee Report, continued

Chairman Dowling moved Recommendation 28, that Overture 28 be
answered in the affirmative as amended. Recommendation 28 was
adopted. 1158-143-24

Chairman Dowling moved Recommendation 13, that Overture 13 be
answered in the negative.

A Minority Report was presented and was properly before the court as
a substitute (RAO 15.8.9).

The chairman presented arguments in favor of the Committee’s
recommendation.

TE Timothy LeCroy presented as a substitute the Minority Report, to
answer Overture 13 in the affirmative as amended.

RE Dowling, chairman, presented a subsequent argument in favor of
the Committee’s Recommendation to answer Overture 13 in the negative.

Debate ensued in accordance with RAO 15.8.g and continued for
almost the allotted time (one hour).

The question was called on all matters before the house, but a point
of order was raised that the previous speaker was a member of the Overtures
Committee. The Moderator ruled the point of order well taken because
members of the Overture Committee cannot enter into debate, including the
making of motions and points of order.

Time for debate having ended, the Assembly voted against extending
debate for an additional 10 minutes. 117-1761-3

Chairman Dowling presented a final argument in favor of the Overture
Committee Recommendation 13.

The motion to make the substitute the main motion, answering
Overture 13 in the affirmative as amended, failed. 871-999-30

The Overture Committee’s Recommendation 13, to answer Overture
13 in the negative was adopted. 1091-751-41

Commissioners  requesting that their negative votes on
Recommendation 13 be recorded are listed here:

TE Dan Adamson Chicago Metro

RE Cannon Allen Covenant

TE Matthew Allhands Pacific Northwest

TE Blake Altman Hills and Plains

TE Jon Anderson Blue Ridge

RE Nick Angert Southern New England
TE Drew Archer Metro Atlanta

TE Mark Ashbaugh Fellowship
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TE Eric Ashley

RE Andrew Augenstein
TE Michael Awtry
TE Titus Bagby

TE Knox Baird

TE Aaron Baker

TE Stephen Baldwin
TE David Balzer
RE Dan Barber

TE Bradley Barnes
TE Robby Baxter
TE Loren Bell

TE Jeff Birch

TE Curran Bishop
RE Barry Blades
TE Jason Bobo

TE Kyle Bobos

TE Matthew Boffey
TE Erik Bonkovsky
TE Matt Bostrom
TE Billy Boyce

TE Joel Branscomb
TE Nick Bratcher
TE Gavin Breeden
TE Steven Brooks
TE Sam Brown

TE Cam Brown

TE Robert Browning
TE Tim Burden
RTE Kevin Burrell
RE J. David Caldwell
TE Josiah Carey

TE Brett Carl

RE Nathan Carlson
TE David Cassidy
TE Steve Cavallaro
TE David Chambers
TE Marc Champagne
TE Daniel Chin

TE Steven Chitty
RE Yong Chong
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Nashville

Central Florida
Pacific Northwest
South Texas

Grace

Chicago Metro
Northern California
Gulf Coast

Central Indiana
Southern New England
Northwest Georgia
Missouri

Central Georgia
Southern New England
Hills and Plains
Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
Pacific Northwest
James River
Eastern Pennsylvania
Potomac

Piedmont Triad
Ohio Valley
Pittsburgh

Georgia Foothills
Tennessee Valley
Wisconsin
Covenant

Palmetto

Catawba Valley
Covenant

Blue Ridge
Tidewater
Philadelphia Metro West
Gulfstream
Arizona

Central Indiana
Ohio Valley
Korean Southwest
Northern California
Korean Capital
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RE Benjamin Christmann
TE Jonathan Clark
TE Caleb Click

RE Aaron Collier

RE John Collmus

TE Michael Colvard
TE Andrew Conrad
TE Jason Cornwell
TE Will Cote

TE Bryan Couts

TE Steve Coward

TE Matthew Creamer
RE Jordan Dahl

TE Jason Davison
TE Chase Daws

TE Charles DeBardeleben
TE Troy DeBruin

TE Joshua Desch

TE Brian Douglas
TE William Douglas
TE John Downs

TE Travis Drake

TE David Driskill
TE Weston Duke

TE Ashley Dusenberg
TE David Fischer

TE Joe Fischer

TE Alex Ford

TE Logan Ford

TE Harrison Ford

TE Kenneth Foster
TE David Gallagher
TE Frank Garcia

TE Chris Garriott

TE Collin Gingrich
RE Sluis Gordon

TE Andrew Goyzueta
TE Peter Green

TE Josiah Green

RE JAson Greene

TE Justin Grimm
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Tennessee Valley
Rocky Mountain
Metro Atlanta
Southern Louisiana
Blue Ridge
Catawba Valley
James River
Palmetto

Nashville

Calvary

Heritage

Gulf Coast

South Coast
Southern Louisiana
Nashville

Central Florida
Susquehanna Valley
Palmetto

Gulf Coast

Central Georgia
New River
Southern New England
Evangel

Nashville
Covenant

James River

West Hudson
Northern California
Missouri

James River
Heritage
Wisconsin

Eastern Canada
Chesapeake
Susquehanna Valley
Mississippi Valley
Catawba Valley
New River
Missouri

Northern California
Columbus Metro
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RE Jason Groves
RE John Gunter

TE Kyle Hackman
TE Samuel Haist
TE Boyce Hales
TE Moses Han

TE lan Hard

TE Brooks Harwood
TE Shane Hatfield
TE Jonathan Hatt
TE Pat Hickman
TE Pace Holdbrooks
TE Jason Hood

TE Larry Hoop

TE David Hopping
TE Jason Hsu

RE Joshua Hurst
TE Travis Hutchinson
TE Timothy Inman
TE Tomoyuki Ito
TE Corey Jackson
TE Cody Janicek
TE Steven Jeantet
TE Ross Jelgerhuis
TE Chris Jhu

TE Hansoo Jin

TE Charles Johnson
RE David Johnson
TE Ben Jolliffe

RE Brian Kaman
TE Eric Kapur

RE Kyle Keating
TE Tommy Keene
RE Donald Kent
TE David Kertland
TE Mike Khandjion
TE Solomon Kim
RE Peter Kim

TE Woonny Kim
TE Jeremy King
RE Robert King
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Missouri

Metro Atlanta
Eastern Canada
Central Indiana
Northern California
Central Florida
Northern New England
Houston Metro
Hills and Plains
Heritage

Central Indiana
Warrior

Tennessee Valley
Ohio Valley

Eastern Pennsylvania
Hills and Plains
Tennessee Valley
Southern New England
Eastern Carolina
Pacific Northwest
Eastern Carolina
Rocky Mountain
Suncoast Florida
Eastern Carolina
New York State
Korean Capital
Evangel

Pittsburgh

Eastern Canada
James River

South Coast
Missouri

Potomac

Tennessee Valley
Susquehanna Valley
Chesapeake
Southern New England
Korean Capital
Metro Atlanta

Ohio

Highlands



RE André Kok

RE Ken Kostrzewa
TE Jerid Krulish

TE James Won Kwak
TE Peter Lamme

TE Jack Lash

RE Trevor Laurence
TE Mark Lauterbach
TE Ben Leatherberry
TE Timothy LeCroy
TE Luke LeDuc

TE Kenny Lee

TE David Lindberg
RE Matt Linebarger
TE Nick Locke

TE Caleb Long

TE Stan Long

TE Brian LoPiccolo
TE Dennis Louis

TE Randy Lovelace
TE Sean Lucas

TE Paul May

TE P.D. Mayfield
RE William McCartney
TE Justin McGuire
TE Ken McHeard
TE Mike McLaughlin
RE Calvin Metz

TE Brown Michael
TE Mark Middlekauf
TE William Milligan
TE Tim Mindemann
TE Matt Mobley

TE Danny Morgan
TE Jacob Morrison
TE C. Stanley Morton
RE Matthew Murray
TE Ben Nelson

TE Steven Nicoletti
TE Barry Noll

RE Andy Norquist

JOURNAL

89

Illiana

Southern Louisiana
Pacific Northwest
South Coast
Heritage

Potomac

Piedmont Triad
Arizona

Wisconsin

New York State
Susquehanna Valley
Korean Southwest
North Texas

North Texas

South Coast

Hills and Plains
Chesapeake
Chesapeake
Tennessee Valley
Nashville

Covenant

Suncoast Florida
Evangel

Central Georgia
Palmetto

Savannah River
Missouri

Potomac
Susquehanna Valley
Metropolitan New York
Chesapeake
Highlands

Northern California
South Texas
Piedmont Triad
James River

James River

Gulf Coast

Pacific Northwest
Potomac

Southern New England
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RE Roger Norris
TE David O'Leary
TE Mike Palombo
RE Nathan Partain
TE Matt Patrick
TE Jake Patton

RE Melvin Payne
TE Austin Pfeiffer
TE Matthew Pinckard
TE Chris Polski
TE Thomas Powell
TE Jon Price

TE James Pulizzi
TE Dan Quakkelaar
TE Bill Radford
TE Derek Radney
TE Russ Ramsey
TE Mark Randle
RE Blake Reap
TE Ben Reed

TE Austin Reed
TE Jonathan Richardson
TE James Richter
TE David Richter
TE Brad Robson
TE Matt Roelofs
TE Brad Rogers
TE Angel Roman
TE William Ross
RE David Roulo
TE Peter Rowan
TE Israel Ruiz

TE David Salsedo
TE Brian Salter
TE Mark Samuel
TE Sean Sawyers
RE Nathan Scheidler
TE Scott Seaton
RE Patrick Sewell
TE Andrew Shank
TE Alex Shipman

90

Georgia Foothills
Ascension

Central Georgia
Central Indiana
Providence

North Texas
Covenant
Piedmont Triad
Blue Ridge
Missouri

Northern New England
Pittsburgh

James River
Wisconsin

Eastern Canada
Piedmont Triad
Nashville

Ohio Valley
Covenant

Central Indiana
Great Lakes
Philadelphia
Tennessee Valley
Nashville
Covenant

Southern Louisiana
Palmetto

Central Florida
Central Carolina
Savannah River
Susquehanna Valley
Heritage

Chicago Metro
Tennessee Valley
Chesapeake

James River
Susquehanna Valley
Potomac

Southern New England
Highlands
Providence



TE Shawn Slate
TE Benjie Slaton
TE Trip Smith

TE Dan Smith

TE Jonathan Song
TE Ryan Sparks
TE Kalan Spencer
TE Tyler Spry

TE James Suh

TE Jeff Suhr

TE Kent Suits

TE Erik Swanson
TE Douglas Tharp
TE Spencer Thomas
TE Benjamin Tietje
TE Adam Tisdale
RE Joshua Torrey
TE Ross Turner
TE Kevin Twit

RE Lee Tyner

TE Tim Udouj

TE Angelo Valle
RE Michael Veitz
TE Richard Vise
TE Michael Vogel
TE Shane Waldron
TE David Wallover

TE Donald Waltermyer

TE Gregory Ward
TE Andrew Whitaker
TE Drew Wilkins

TE Marshall Wilmhoff

TE Scott Winchester
TE Keith Winder
RE Peter Winterburn
TE Luke Wolfe

TE Vincent Wood
TE Brad Wright

TE Geoff Ziegler
TE Heath Zuniga
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Tennessee Valley
Tennessee Valley
Central Carolina
Chesapeake
Chesapeake
Missouri
Wisconsin
Catawba Valley

Korean Southwest Orange County

South Coast
Palmetto
Susquehanna Valley
North Texas
Wisconsin
Piedmont Triad
Providence

South Texas
Tidewater

Nashville

North Texas
Calvary
Susquehanna Valley
Gulfstream

Warrior

Wisconsin

Rocky Mountain
Ohio

New Jersey

South Texas
Palmetto
Chesapeake

Ohio Valley
Heritage
Susquehanna Valley
Covenant

lowa

Susquehanna Valley
Houston Metro
Chicago Metro
Central Florida
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Chairman Dowling moved the Committee’s Recommendation that

Overture 2021-41 be answered with reference to the Assembly’s answer
to Overture 13. The Recommendation was adopted. 1277-180-120

prayer.

Chairman Dowling concluded the Overtures Committee report with

The Moderator declared that the AC response to Overture 13 was

now moot and no longer will be considered.

REPORT OF THE OVERTURES COMMITTEE
TO THE FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. Business Referred to the Committee —

24 Overtures: 2021-41, 3,5, 6, 7, 8-18, 21-28.

One overture (12) was referred to the AC as well as to the OC.

Six overtures (11, 13, 14, 21, 22, 25) were referred to CDM and CCB
as well as to the OC.

Eleven overtures (6,8-10, 15-17, 23, 24, 26, 27) were referred to CCB
as well as to the OC.

One overture (5) was referred to CCB and MNA as well as to the OC.
The Committee voted to take up Overture 7 according to RAO 11-5.
The Stated Clerk advised against this action based on RAO 11-5 and
15-1. Overture 7 was originally referred to CCB, AC, CDM, MNA,
MTW, RUF, CC, CTS, PCAF, Geneva, and RH.

Six overtures, referred exclusively to other Committees or Agencies,
were not considered by the OC (2, 19, 20 to AC; 2to IRC; 1, 4 to
MNA; 29 to PCAF).

Statement of Major Issues Discussed

Each overture was discussed, and recommendations were made. If the OC
recommended no amendment to an overture, then that overture is not
reprinted here, and we have included only the Clerk’s Summary Title. In
instances where the OC proposed amendments to an overture, the
Presbytery’s proposed action is reprinted, noting the changes proposed by

OcC.

The full text of the Overtures is found in Appendix V, p. 966. OC
Recommendation numbers in this report correspond to the Overture
numbers.
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. Summary of Recommendations
2021-41. Tennessee Valley—Amend BCO 35-1

3.

5.

10

1

[E=Y

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Ref. to O-13
James River—Amend RAO 14-.h and 15-8.¢
Negative
Tidewater—Change BCO 8-6
Refer back
South Texas—Amend BCO 13-6, 21-4.b, and 24.1
Refer back
Southern New England—Amend RAO 4-21.d
Affirmative/ Amended
Arizona—Amend BCO 31-10
Refer back

. Arizona—Amend BCO 7

Ref. to 0-23
. Northern New England—Amend BCO 32-19
Ref. to O-14
. Platte Valley—Amend BCO 15-4, 45-1, and 45-4
Negative
Evangel—Petition Govt. re: sex change for minors
Commission
Northern California—Amend BCO 35-1 and 35-7
Negative
Northern California—Amend BCO 32-19
Negative
Bryce Ave Presbyterian Church—Amend BCO 53
Refer back
Catawba Valley—Amend BCO 7
Ref. to 0-23
Meadowview Reformed Pres. Church—Amend BCO 7
Ref. to O-23

—Statement on racial reconciliation, social justice and CRT
Negative
First Presbyterian Church—Amend BCO 33-1 and 34-1
Negative

Negative
Mississippi Valley—Amend BCO 8-2 and 9-3
Affirmative/Amended
Chesapeake—Amend BCO 8-3
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Carriage Lane PC, Covenant PC, East Cobb, PC Tucker PC

First Preshyterian Church—Amend RAO 8-4.h, 17-1, 19-2

96-13-2

109-20-0

123-7-2

102-28-0

122-12-0

120-4-0

101-31-2

116-16-1

86-43-1

72-50-1

66-56-1

116-17-0

85-52-0

113-17-1

113-17-1

91-39-3

96-35-0

98-36-1

99-38-0
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Ref. to 0-23 113-17-1
25. Arizona—Amend BCO 31
Refer back 116-10-0
26. Northwest Georgia—Amend BCO 7-3

Affirmative/Amended 91-44-1
27. Pacific Northwest—Amend BCO 38-1

Affirmative/Amended 124-1-0
28. Calvary—Declaration on Biblical Polity

Affirmative/Amended 97-32-2

IV. Recommendations
2021-14  That Overture 2021-41 from Tennessee Valley Presbytery
(“Amend BCO 35-1 to Expand Potential Witness Eligibility,”
p. 966) be answered with reference to the answer to
Overture 13. 96-13-2

1. [Overture 1 was referred by the Stated Clerk to MNA.]
2. [Overture 2 was referred by the Stated Clerk to IRC and AC.]

3. That Overture 3 from James River Presbytery (“Amend RAO 14-9.h
and RAO 15-8.g to Limit General Assembly Debate,” p. 969) be
answered in the negative.

109-20-0
Grounds: While the time limits during General Assembly debates are
always challenging, the Overtures Committee did not see wisdom in
limiting debate on minority reports from Committees of
Commissioners or from Overtures committee, due to the fact that the
issues arising from minority reports are often of high importance.

4. [Overture 4 was referred by the Stated Clerk to MNA.]

5. That Overture 5 from Tidewater Presbytery (“Change BCO 8-6
Regarding Chaplain Administration of Sacraments,” p. 972) be
referred back to Tidewater Presbytery without prejudice.

123-7-2

Grounds: There was a concern with allowing some evangelists

(chaplains) to be commissioned for a period longer than 12 months
(which is the current standard for all other evangelists in BCO 8-6).
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The CCB also raised constitutional concerns about the proposed
language. When drafting overtures, presbyteries are advised to
anticipate such constitutional concerns and perhaps consider a non-
judicial reference to CCB prior to finalizing an overture.

That Overture 6 from South Texas Presbytery ("Amend BCO 13-6,
21-4.b, and 24-1 To Require Criminal Background Checks of all
Ministers and Officer Candidates," p. 975) be referred back to South
Texas Presbytery without prejudice. 102-28-0

Grounds: The Overtures Committee recommends that Overture 6
be sent back to the Presbytery without prejudice for the following
reasons:

1. Presbyteries and churches are already free to do background
checks at their discretion. Many churches choose to do
background checks and are free to continue to do so. This
overture, however, requires presbyteries and churches to require
all candidates in every situation to undergo a type of formal
investigation by the State, which unnecessarily restricts the liberty
of presbyteries, churches, and candidates, and in its present form
raises some particular concerns.

2. The overture is vague as to the type of background check required.
It does not tell what kind of criminal background checks are
sufficient. Is the $1.99 background check on the internet
sufficient? Is the official state and federal background check that
costs $79 and requires fingerprints the only one that satisfies this
requirement? What if churches do not do the background checks?
Are they liable to charges?

3. This overture commands presbyteries to share the results of the
background check with the entire receiving presbytery, entire
dismissing presbytery, and the calling church. Further, there are
no safeguards included to protect the confidentiality of
information obtained in the proposed mandatory background
checks. Because these results of background checks are not
always clear or accurate, this could result in unintentionally
defaming a man in the church.
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4. This overture also requires all churches to perform criminal
background checks on candidates for the offices of elder and
deacon, which may be excessive in many situations. If a man has
been a member of a small church and served as an elder or deacon
for 25 years, the background check could legitimately be deemed
unnecessary by a Session. They should be free to make that
decision.

5. Some candidates who have nothing to hide may refuse to submit
to a background check, because they do not trust the State and do
not believe the church should be looking to the state for the
approval of candidates. This liberty of conscience should be left
free and not bound by extra-biblical rules.

6. Itisalso notclear what will happen if a candidate refuses to submit
to a criminal background check. If a man refuses to be
fingerprinted or undergo a background check for reasons of
conscience, is he disqualified for office? Is refusal to submit to a
criminal background check by the civil magistrate is not a
legitimate ground to disqualify a man for office. Thus, the
overture would add an extra-Biblical requirement for officers.

7. That Overture 7 from Southern New England Presbytery ("Amend
RAO 4-21.d for Committees of Commissioners to Review Committee
and Board Compliance and Policies," p. 979) be answered in the
affirmative as amended. 122-12-0

Be it resolved that R4AO 4-21.d be amended by adding
paragraph (4) as follows (underlining for new section):
e. The contents of the minutes should include the
following items:

4. The names of persons leading in opening and
closing prayers at all sessions;

5. In the event of a called meeting, the portion of the
call stating the purpose of the meeting should be
recorded verbatim in the minutes;

6. A recording of the actions of the Committee or
Board, including all motions adopted and business
transacted, together with such additional
information as the Committee or Board deems
desirable for historical purposes. Ordinarily in
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church courts, motions that are lost are not
included in the record unless an affirmative vote
for the lost motion is recorded, in which case the
lost motion must be shown. Each main motion
should normally be recorded in a separate
paragraph. Subsidiary and procedural motions
may be recorded in the same paragraph with the
main motion to which they pertain. Main motions
may be recorded in the same paragraph, if they are
closely related and pertain to the same item of
business.

7. A recording of information sufficient to
demonstrate the Committee's or Board’s
implementation of instructions received from

General Assembly and of material policies and

material policy changes adopted by the Committee
or Board in that year.

That Overture 8 from Arizona Presbytery ("Amend BCO 31-10 for
Non-censure Suspension Option During Investigation,” p. 981) be
referred back to Arizona Presbytery without prejudice. 120-4-0

Grounds: The proposed overture seems to go too far and erodes the
rights of the accused. Particularly in the case of a TE, a suspension at
such an early stage will end up operating as a sanction, because the
church likely cannot afford to keep a suspended teaching elder
employed during the pendency of the case and any appeal. It would
be wise to allow presbyteries to address those concerns via future
overtures.

That Overture 9 from Arizona Presbytery (*Amend BCO 7 to Codify
the Biblical Standard for Church Officers Related to Human
Sexuality,” p. 983) be answered with reference to the answer to
Overture 23. 101-31-2

That Overture 10 from Northern New England Presbytery ("Amend
BCO 32-19 to Clarify Use of Professional Counsel in Cases of
Process,” p. 984) be answered with reference to the answer to
Overture 14. 116-16-1
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That Overture 11 from Platte Valley Presbytery ("Amend BCO 15-
4, 45-1, and 45-4 to Allow Objections by GA Commissioners to SJC
Decisions,” p. 986) be answered in the negative. 116-16-1

Grounds: The Overtures Committee had three major concerns about
this overture: (1) the unfairness of allowing a commissioner who has
not read the record of a case (which sometimes exceeds a thousand
pages) to file an objection; (2) the lack of limitations on the number of
objections that may be filed on any particular case; (3) no definition
on which court (General Assembly or SJC) would rule on whether the
language of an objection is temperate, or which court would write
responses, in accordance with BCO 45-5.

That Overture 12 from Evangel Presbytery ("Petition Government to
End Sex-change Procedures for Minors," p. 989) be answered by
empowering the Moderator to appoint a commission to draft a
humble petition (WCF 31-4), which the PCA Stated Clerk shall
send to the President of the United States, the majority and
minority party leaders in the U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the United States; and
recommend the Presbytery Clerks to send the petition to the
Governors, the majority and minority party leaders in the State
Legislatures, and the Chief Justice of the State Supreme Courts in
their regions, condemning the practice of surgical and medical
gender reassignment, especially of minors. 72-50-1

That Overture 13 from Northern California Presbytery (*Amend
BCO 35-1 and 35-7 to Allow All Persons as Witnesses in Cases of
Process," p. 995) be answered in the negative. 66-56-1

Grounds: This overture would have great potential to disrupt the
courts of the church.

The committee heard no evidence of a witness who has been excluded
from testifying in the courts of the church because he did not believe
in a higher power or a future state of rewards and punishments. The
current language has been in the BCO and its predecessor documents
since the 19th century. It should not be lightly cast aside to
accommodate the secular culture.
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The concern that prohibiting atheists from testifying will limit the
church’s ability to investigate abuse cases is unpersuasive. Such
investigations are primarily the province of criminal and civil courts.
The courts of the PCA do not have the power of the sword.

But even if such a case were to come before a PCA court, allowing
atheists to testify would be disruptive and contrary to the interests of
justice. A witness who lacks belief in God or his justice will have no
ultimate reason to refrain from violating the Ninth Commandment.
Church courts have no power to sanction a witness for perjury beyond
excommunication. Such a sanction is unavailable for those who are
already outside the visible church. Allowing testimony from those
who have nothing by which to swear would mean admitting inherently
unreliable evidence.

That Overture 14 from Northern California Presbytery ("Amend
BCO 32-19 Regarding Use of Professional Counsel in Cases of
Process," p. 999) be answered in the negative. 116-17-0

Grounds: This overture would have the effect of sharply restricting
the ability of elders who are also civil lawyers to participate in the
courts of the church. It would create de facto second-class elders. In
addition to being fundamentally unfair and without Biblical authority,
this is undesirable because the skills that such elders have to offer are
very valuable in the pursuit of justice and particularly in the
conducting of ecclesiastical trials.

This overture is also vague and worded in such a way as to produce
adverse effects. For example, the prohibition on the “representative
[being] remunerated in any form, including, but not limited to, fees,
billings, reimbursement, or other non-monetary compensation” would
prohibit almost all teaching elders from serving as representatives in
cases before church courts because the work for which they are paid
includes participation in the courts of the church. The prohibition on
reimbursement of expenses would have the undesirable result of
requiring counsel to bear all of his own expenses, thus substantially
increasing the burden of acting as counsel and hindering the ability of
an accused person to obtain assistance in his defense.
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Most significantly, this overture is unnecessary. The committee heard
no evidence of a representative being paid by an accused person to act
as defense counsel.

That Overture 15 from the Session of Bryce Avenue Presbyterian
Church, White Rock, New Mexico ("Amend BCO 53 To Disallow
Exhortation, Preaching, or Teaching by Women in Worship," p. 1002)
be referred back to Bryce Avenue Presbyterian Church, White
Rock, New Mexico without prejudice. 85-52-0

Grounds: Terms in the overture like “exhort,” “public worship
assembly,” and “where men are present” are overly broad and vague.

That Overture 16 from Catawba Valley Presbytery ("Amend BCO 7
to Codify the Biblical Standard for Church Officers as Related to
Self-Description by Biblical Sins”," p. 1004) be answered with
reference to the answer to Overture 23. 113-17-1

That Overture 17 from the Session of Meadowview Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Lexington, NC ("Amend BCO 7 To Disqualify
from Office Men Describing their Personhood, Being, or Identity by
a Sin Struggle" p. 1005) be answered with reference to the answer
to Overture 23. 113-17-1

That Overture 18 from the Sessions of Carriage Lane Presbyterian
Church, Peachtree City, GA, Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Fayetteville, GA East Cobb Presbyterian Church, Marietta, GA,
Tucker Presbyterian Church, Tucker, GA ("Affirm Christ-Centered
Racial Reconciliation and Reject Secular Social Justice and Critical
Theory Ideology” p. 1007) be answered in the negative. 91-39-3

Grounds:  General issues regarding critical theory and racial
reconciliation have already been well addressed by the Ad Interim
Committee on Racial and Ethnic Reconciliation.

19. [Overture 19 was referred by the Stated Clerk to AC.]

20. [Overture 20 was referred by the Stated Clerk to AC.]

21.

That Overture 21 from the Session of First Presbyterian Church,
Montgomery, Alabama ("Amend BCO 33-1 and 34-1 Specifying
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Causes and Processes for Original Jurisdiction Requests" p. 1016) be
answered in the negative. 96-35-0

Grounds: This overture is closely related to overture 8 from 2022
that was rejected by half the presbyteries last year. In light of that, it
is unwise to advance such a closely-related overture at this time,
particularly as it does not seem to address the concerns raised in
opposition to the prior overture. Among those concerns is changing
the phrase “refuses to act” to “refuses to indict.” The committee
preferred the current language of the BCO to these changes.

That Overture 22 from the Session of First Presbyterian Church,
Montgomery, Alabama ("Amend RAO 8-4.h; 17-1; and 19-2 to
Specify When Minority Reports Are Permitted" p. 1019) be answered
in the negative. 98-36-1

Grounds: This overture would give individual members of CCB too
much power to force retrial of cases decided by the SJC. Additionally,
no judicial decisions would ever be able to be considered final until
the final review of CCB.

That Overture 23 from Mississippi Valley Presbytery ("Amend BCO
8-2 and 9-3 to Require Officers’ Conformity to Biblical Standards for
Chastity and Sexual Purity in Self-description” p. 1022) be answered
in the affirmative as amended. 99-38-0

Therefore, be it resolved that The Book of Church Order Chapter
8-2 be amended to insert a new sentence as follows:

8-2. He thatfills this office should possess a competency of
human learning and be blameless in life, sound in the
faith and apt to teach. He should exhibit a sobriety and
holiness of life becoming the Gospel. He should
conform to the biblical requirement of chastity and
sexual purity in his descriptions of himself, and in his
convictions, character, and conduct. He should rule his
own house well and should have a good report of them
that are outside the Church.

So that the amended BCO 8-2 would read as follows:
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8-2. He thatfills this office should possess a competency of
human learning and be blameless in life, sound in the
faith and apt to teach. He should exhibit a sobriety and
holiness of life becoming the Gospel. He should
conform to the biblical requirement of chastity and
sexual purity in his descriptions of himself, and in his
convictions, character, and conduct. He should rule his
own house well and should have a good report of them
that are outside the Church.

Be it further resolved that The Book of Church Order Chapter 9-3
be amended to insert a new clause as follows:

9-3. To the office of deacon, which is spiritual in nature, shall
be chosen men of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary
lives, brotherly spirit, warm sympathies, and sound
judgment, conforming to the biblical requirement of chastity

and sexual purity in their descriptions of themselves, and in their
convictions, character, and conduct.

So that the amended BCO 9-3 would read:

9-3. To the office of deacon, which is spiritual in nature, shall
be chosen men of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary
lives, brotherly spirit, warm sympathies, and sound
judgment, conforming to the biblical requirement of chastity
and sexual purity in their descriptions of themselves, and in their
convictions, character, and conduct.

That Overture 24 from Chesapeake Preshytery ("Amend BCO 8-3 to
Include Language from the AIC Report on Human" p. 1024) be
answered with reference to the answer to Overture 23.  113-17-1

That Overture 25 from Arizona Presbytery (*Amend BCO 31 to
Require Expedited and Conflict-free Investigations of Cases Involving
Moral Failure or Victim(s)," p. 1026) be referred back to Arizona
Presbytery without prejudice. 116-10-0
Grounds: The proposed language of this overture may make church
courts unduly deferential to legal authorities. It would be wise to allow
presbyteries to address those concerns via future overtures.
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The CCB also raised constitutional concerns about the proposed
language. When drafting overtures, presbyteries are advised to
anticipate such constitutional concerns and perhaps consider a non-
judicial reference to CCB prior to finalizing an overture.

That Overture 26 from Northwest Georgia Presbytery ("Amend BCO
7-3 Regarding Titling of Unordained People" p. 1028) be answered in
the affirmative as amended. 91-44-1

Therefore be it resolved, that BCO 7-3 be amended by adding the
following sentence (underlining for addition):

7-3.No one who holds office in the Church ought to usurp
authority therein, or receive official titles of spiritual
preeminence, except such as are employed in the
Scripture. Furthermore, unordained people shall
shoeuld not be referred to as, or given the titles of, the
ordained offices of pastor/elder, or deacon.

So that if adopted it would read:

7-3. No one who holds office in the Church ought to usurp
authority therein, or receive official titles of spiritual
preeminence, except such as are employed in the
Scripture. Furthermore, unordained people shall not
be referred to as, or given the titles of, the ordained
offices of pastor, elder, or deacon.

That Overture 27 from Pacific Northwest Presbytery ("Amend BCO
38-1 re Confessions and Offended Parties” p. 1029) be answered in
the affirmative as amended. 124-1-0

Be it resolved that BCO 38-1 be amended. The following shows three
paragraphs: the current BCO 38-1, then the paragraph with the
proposed amendment annotated, followed by a clean amended
paragraph showing the changes incorporated.

Current (April 2023)

38-1. When any person shall come forward and make his
offense known to the court, a full statement of the facts
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shall be recorded and judgment rendered without process.
In handling a confession of guilt, it is essential that the
person intends to confess and permit the court to render
judgment without process. Statements made by him in the
presence of the court must not be taken as a basis of a
judgment without process except by his consent. In the
event a confession is intended, a written Confession (i.e.,
a sufficient summary of the facts, the person’s specific
confession, and any expression or evidence of repentance)
must be approved by the accused, and by the court, before
the court proceeds to a judgment, and the co-signed
document shall be appended to the minutes (regular or
executive session). No other information may be presented
without written consent from the accused and the court,
and this prohibition includes individuals, prosecutors,
committees, and commissions. The accused person has the
right of complaint against the judgment.

Proposed - The amendment proposes to delete the parts
shown by strikethrough and add the parts shown
underlined. (Footnotes are used only to briefly explain
some of these changes, but footnotes will not appear in the
BCO.)
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When any person shall come forward and make his offense
known to the court, a full statement of the facts shall be
recorded and judgment rendered without process. In
handling a confession of guilt, it is essential that the person
intends to confess and permit the court to render judgment
without process. Statements made by him in the presence
of the court must not be taken as a basis of a judgment
without process except by his consent. In the event a
confession is_intended, a written Confession (i.e., a
sufficient summary of the facts, the person’s specific
confession, and any expression or evidence of repentance)
must be approved by the accused, and by the court, before
the court proceeds to a judgment, and the co-signed
document shall be appended to the minutes (regular or
executive session). No other information may be presented
without written consent from the accused and the court,
and this prohibition includes individuals, prosecutors,
committees, and commissions. The accused person has the
right of complaint against the judgment.

In any instances involving a personal offense (BCO 29-3),
the court shall attempt to inform the offended person(s) of that
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part of the Statement Confession the court deems pertinent to
the offense against him or her. The court shall invite the

offended person to provide the court comment on the

Statement Confession prior to final approval of the Statement

Confession by the confessor and the court. The court shall
encourage the offended person to enlist the help of an advisor

in preparing any such comments. In all instances, the court
shall report the way such offended persons were informed of
the parts of the Statement Confession pertinent to them.

The accused person has the right of complaint against the
judgment.

Clean - Below is how 38-1 would read if the amendment is
adopted as shown above.

38-1. When any person shall come forward and make his
offense known to the court, a full statement of the facts
shall be recorded and judgment rendered without process.
In handling a confession of guilt, it is essential that the
person intends to confess and permit the court to render
judgment without process. Statements made by him in the
presence of the court must not be taken as a basis of a
judgment without process except by his consent. In the
event a confession is intended, a written Confession (i.e.,
a sufficient summary of the facts, the person’s specific
confession, and any expression or evidence of repentance)
must be approved by the accused, and by the court, before
the court proceeds to a judgment, and the co-signed
document shall be appended to the minutes (regular or
executive session). No other information may be presented
without written consent from the accused and the court,
and this prohibition includes individuals, prosecutors,
committees, and commissions. The accused person has the
right of complaint against the judgment.

In any instances involving a personal offense (BCO
29-3), the court shall attempt to inform the offended
person(s) of that part of the Confession the court deems
pertinent to the offense against him or her. The court shall
invite the offended person to provide the court comment
on the Confession prior to final approval of the Confession
by the confessor and the court. The court shall encourage
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the offended person to enlist the help of an advisor in
preparing any such comments. In all instances, the court
shall report the way such offended persons were informed
of the parts of the Confession pertinent to them.

The accused person has the right of complaint against the
judgment.

28. That Overture 28 from Calvary Presbytery ("Declare Message to All
Nations a Faithful Expression of Biblical Polity Shaping the PCA" p.
1035) be answered in the affirmative as amended. 97-32-2

Therefore, be it resolved that the 50th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America declare the “Message to All
Nations Churches” a faithful expression of Biblical polity which
shaped the founding of the PCA in 1973. And

Therefore, the General Assembly directs its Stated Clerk to send this
fetter the “Message to All Churches” to the Presbyterian Church
{USA) via its Stated Clerk as a communication from a loving
daughter to a prodigal mother.
29. [Overture 29 was referred by the Stated Clerk to PCAF.]

. Commissioners Present

Presbytery Commissioner (*Convener)
Arizona RE Dave Price

Arizona TE Joshua Walker
Ascension RE Frederick Neikirk
Ascension TE Jared Nelson

Blue Ridge RE Stephen Hobson

Blue Ridge TE Todd Pruitt

Calvary RE Scott Hultstrand
Calvary TE Richard M. Thomas
Canada West RE Paul Mandry

Canada West TE Garry Vanderveen
Catawba Valley RE Jay Krestar

Catawba Valley TE William Thrailkill
Central Carolina RE Flynt Jones

Central Carolina TE Benjamin Wray Thomas
Central Florida RE Tommy Craggs
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Central Florida
Central Georgia
Central Georgia
Central Indiana
Central Indiana
Chesapeake
Chesapeake
Chicago Metro
Chicago Metro
Columbus Metro
Covenant
Covenant
Eastern Canada
Eastern Canada
Eastern Carolina
Eastern Carolina
Eastern Pennsylvania
Eastern Pennsylvania
Evangel
Evangel
Fellowship
Fellowship
Georgia Foothills
Grace

Grace

Great Lakes
Great Lakes
Gulf Coast

Gulf Coast
Gulfstream
Heartland
Heartland
Heritage
Highlands
Highlands

Hills and Plains
Hills and Plains
Houston Metro
Houston Metro
Illiana

Illiana

TE Justin Borger

RE Christopher Marks
TE William C. Douglas
RE Dan Barber III

TE Taylor Bradbury

RE Bradley James Chwastyk
TE Mark Samuel

RE Don Kooy

TE Geoff M. Ziegler

TE Chris Mabee

RE Jonathan Barlow

TE Thomas L. Mirabella
RE Wilson Wong

TE Kenneth Franklin Garcia
RE Michael Newkirk
TE B. Gabriel Sylvia Jr.
RE Terry Carnes

TE Taylor Anthony Bradley
RE Brandon Robbins
TE Michael Brock

RE Chad Cureton

TE Richard John Wheeler
TE Matt Siple

RE Troy Gibson

TE David T. Irving

RE Jerome Gorgon

TE Jason M. Helopoulos
RE Mike M. McCrary
TE Chad Watkins

RE Michael Veitz

RE Lance Kinzer

TE Rick Franks

TE Stephen Coward

RE David Livernois

TE Jonathan D. Inman
RE Heath Kirkeby

TE Ricky Dean Jones
RE Mike Burns

TE Richard B. Harris
RE Andre Kok

TE Harris Adams
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Iowa

James River

James River

Korean Northeastern
Korean Southeastern
Lowcountry
Lowcountry

Metro Atlanta

Metro Atlanta
Metropolitan New York
Metropolitan New York
Mississippi Valley
Mississippi Valley
Missouri

Missouri

Nashville

Nashville

New Jersey

New Jersey

New River

New York State
North Florida

North Texas

North Texas
Northern California
Northern California
Northern Illinois
Northern Illinois
Northern New England
Northwest Georgia
Northwest Georgia
Ohio

Ohio

Ohio Valley

Ohio Valley

Pacific Northwest
Pacific Northwest
Palmetto

Palmetto

Pee Dee
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RE Chris Sutton

TE Wayne Larson

RE Matt Fender

TE Erik Bonkovsky

TE Hoochan Paul Lee

TE Edward Lim

RE David Walters, Jr.

TE Alexander Dorn Mark
RE James W. Wert Jr.

TE Drew Archer

RE Bruce W. Terrell

TE E. Bruce O'Neil

RE Edward Currie

TE Charles M. Wingard
RE Jason Groves

TE Michael G. McLaughlin
RE Bryce Sullivan

TE Matthew Todd Bradley
RE David John Keddie
TE Stephen O'Neill

TE John W. Downs

TE Tim LeCroy

TE Stephen Spinnenweber
RE Willam A. Thomas
TE Andy Wood

RE Matt Cabot

TE David H. Jones

RE Lee Gerrietts

TE Steve Jones

TE Ian G. Hard

RE Justen Ellis

TE David Gilbert

RE Gregg Gorzelle

TE Christopher Lee Hutchings

RE Shay Fout

TE Mark Randle

RE Bill March

TE Brant Bosserman
RE Andrew Rutherford
TE Brad Rogers

RE Jack North
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Pee Dee
Philadelphia
Philadelphia Metro West
Piedmont Triad
Piedmont Triad
Pittsburgh

Platte Valley

Platte Valley
Potomac

Potomac
Providence
Providence

Rio Grande

Rio Grande

Rocky Mountain
Rocky Mountain
Savannah River
Savannah River
Siouxlands
Siouxlands

South Florida

South Florida

South Texas

South Texas
Southeast Alabama
Southeast Alabama
Southern Louisiana
Southern Louisiana
Southern New England
Southern New England
Southwest Florida
Southwest Florida
Suncoast Florida
Suncoast Florida
Susquehanna Valley
Susquehanna Valley
Tennessee Valley
Tennessee Valley
Tidewater

Warrior
Westminster

TE Stuart Mizelle

TE Carroll Wynne

RE Thomas C. Albrecht
RE Trevor Laurence

TE Jacob Morrison

TE David R. Kenyon

RE Robert DeYoung

TE Jacob Gerber

RE Doug Leepa

TE William E. Boyce

RE John R. Bise

TE William Alan Spink
RE Charles Bursi

TE Daniel Ferrell Herron
RE EJ Nusbaum

TE Matthew William Giesman
RE Jon Thompson

TE David Senters

RE Blake Pool

TE Jeffrey Neikirk

RE Gregory Miseyko

TE David Barry

RE Joshua Torrey

TE Michael A. Singenstreu
RE Steven Dowling*

TE John Brewer Ames 111
RE Aaron Collier

TE Brian Sleeth

RE Chris Shoemaker

TE Troy Albee

RE Frank McCaulley

TE Justin Conner Woodall
RE Michael Levenhagen
TE Brent Lauder

RE James W. Ressler

TE Vincent L. Wood

RE Donald Kent

TE Philip Caines

TE Jeffrey T. Elliott

TE Derrick Brite

RE Daniel A. Witcher
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Westminster TE Steven E. Warhurst
Wisconsin RE Chris Mott
Wisconsin TE Michael Bowman

There were no Commissioners from:
Korean Central

Korean Northwest

Korean Southern

Korean Southwest

Korean Southwest O.C.

Pacific

South Coast

West Hudson

Respectfully submitted,
RE Steven Dowling, Chairman RE Edward Wright, Secretary

OVERTURES COMMITTEE
MINORITY REPORT
On Overture 13

Overture 13 attempts to amend Chapter 35 of the Book of Church Order by
altering the criteria for witness eligibility to allow all persons as witnesses in
cases of process. Currently, BCO 35-1 disqualifies as witnesses persons “who
do not believe in the existence of God, or a future state of rewards and
punishments.” The proposed amendments would expand witness eligibility
such that persons who do not believe in God or a future state of rewards and
punishments are permitted to act as witnesses in cases of process and to offer
their testimony to the courts of the church.

There was a time in the West when belief in God generally and belief in the
Christian faith particularly were so widespread that even those outside of the
church could be presumed to be theists of some sort, and the absence of such
belief in an individual signaled an unusually significant philosophical and
moral deviation from societal norms. Such is no longer the case in the rapidly
secularizing modern world. In this cultural milieu, functional naturalism is no
longer an exceptional anomaly, and those outside of the church who might
possess valuable testimony for her courts are increasingly likely to formally
profess no belief in God or a future state of rewards and punishments. The
proposed amendment alters witness eligibility requirements in recognition of
the sweeping and profound cultural shifts that have taken place in recent
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decades in order that our courts are not unduly restrained in their pursuit of
truth and justice.

In Holy Scripture, the efficacy of an oath invoking the justice of God is not
contingent upon the internal faith or fear of the oath-taker. Indeed, the point of
an oath is that human beings are never truly able to control or guarantee the
truthfulness of other sinful humans. An oath invokes the eyes and hand of God
and calls upon him to act, hold accountable, and render just recompense in
response to false testimony. For example, in Numbers 5, the oath involved in
the test of adultery has nothing whatsoever to do with any individual’s
subjective belief in God and everything to do with the objective reality of God
and God’s justice. Indeed, even when a witness cannot for conscientious
reasons take the oath prescribed in BCO 35-8, the proposed amendment
requires that, in addition to requiring some other oath or affirmation that
impresses the solemnity of their duty upon the witness’s conscience, the court
shall declare to them that God himself will certainly hold them accountable,
and the members of the court may consequently take heart in that declaration
precisely because God truly is the God who is—the Judge of the living and of
the dead. When invoking the justice of God by oath or otherwise, the most
basic question is not, “Does this witness believe in the God of justice?” but
rather, “Do we believe in the God of justice?”

The Westminster Standards make abundantly clear that there are many ways
that falsehood may corrupt the life, witness, integrity, and justice of Christ’s
church. Of course, overt lies may come in from the outside. But falsehood may
also take root if, internally, the church sets up obstacles to her unfettered
pursuit of the truth. Westminster Larger Catechism 144145 state that, beyond
merely avoiding bearing false testimony, the ninth commandment enjoins
Christians actively to “the preserving and promoting of truth” and that it
prohibits “concealing the truth, undue silence in a just cause, and holding our
peace when iniquity calleth for either a reproof from ourselves, or complaint
to others” or otherwise acting “to the prejudice of truth or justice.” What is
more, the command calls us to “a charitable esteem of our neighbors,”
including our atheist neighbors, which at very least means that we ought to
charitably entertain the possibility that our neighbors who bear the image of
God are by common grace capable of telling the truth about grave matters.

The law of God binds not only the life of Christians individually but the life of
the church collectively and the conduct of her courts. Insofar as a provision of
our Book of Church Order inhibits the courts’ preservation and promotion of
truth in a manner that may functionally result in the concealment of the truth
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and undue silence to the prejudice of justice, said provision impedes the church
in its God-mandated commitment to the truth. The minority submits that fully
and joyfully giving ourselves to the vision of the ninth commandment laid out
in our Standards involves removing unnecessary hindrances that obstruct the
courts of the church in their labors to pursue, establish, expose, and respond
with justice to the truth wherever it may be found.

Significantly, the proposed amendment does not mandate that a court receive
as equally credible every witness’s testimony. It simply permits every witness
to offer their testimony to be judged by the wisdom and discretion of the court,
even as it retains the right of either party to challenge the competency of any
witness. This provision will be incalculably valuable in the abundant and easily
imagined scenarios wherein an individual who does not believe in God or a
future state of rewards and punishments may be able to offer substantive
testimony about the speech, actions, or abusive behavior of a member of the
church. Whether an unbelieving neighbor who witnesses sinful conduct while
attending a dinner in a member’s home, or an adult child living at home who
sees one spouse strike another, or an atheist coworker who individually
observes unethical acts or an adulterous relationship in the workplace, or a
medical professional who treats an injury and can corroborate a victim’s
disclosure to the court, or a victim of abuse within the church who has been so
harmed as to have left the faith but nevertheless desires to bear witness to the
court and seek the justice deserved, all of these individuals and so many more
may be gifts to the church’s courts as they seek to do what is right before God
for the sake of Christ’s bride and in the cause of truth and justice.

What is more, the requirement of BCO 8-2 (echoing 1 Timothy 3:7) that every
elder “should have a good report of them that are outside the Church” suggests
that the courts of the church ought to have a constitutional means of formally
receiving and substantiating by way of judicial testimony an ill report from
those outside the church—atheists among them—that would call into question
an ordained elder’s qualification and fitness for office. As the Book of Church
Order currently stands, any offense witnessed and corroborated exclusively by
individuals who do not believe in God or a state of future rewards and
punishments, whether committed by an elder or any other member of the
church, is rendered functionally invisible to the courts of the church because
there is no avenue for such witnesses to offer admissible testimony to the
offense.

Outright lies are not the only threat to the justice of the church’s courts.
Constitutional obstacles to the open pursuit of the truth, wherever it may be
found, are perhaps a more sinister—because a more subtle—way that
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falsehood may prevail and injustice multiply to the harm of the most
vulnerable under our care.

By way of comparison, the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church already
recognizes the competence of all persons created in the image of God to stand
as witnesses: “All persons generally are competent to testify as witnesses,
though the court shall make due allowance for age, intelligence, character,
belief in God, possible bias, relationship to the parties involved, and other like
circumstances” (Book of Discipline, 4.4J).

The formation of the Ad Interim Committee on Domestic Abuse and Sexual
Assault by the 47th General Assembly and the reception of their report at the
49th General Assembly indicated an initial commitment by the Presbyterian
Church in America to take constructive action toward reviewing policies and
procedures and implementing wise changes to the Book of Church Order in
order to more effectively protect the vulnerable, respond to allegations of
abuse, and create judicial processes whereby victims are not unduly burdened
and are instead able to pursue and receive just recourse from the church. This
amendment represents one step toward making good on that commitment.
While the proposed changes to Chapter 35 of the Book of Church Order are
relevant to all manner of judicial proceedings, they are particularly crucial to
ongoing endeavors to better protect children and victims of abuse.

Please note that Item 8 as approved by this 50th General Assembly impacts
the numbering, arrangement, and provisions of Chapter 35 of the Book of
Church Order. The text of the motion below utilizes the most current text of
Chapter 35.

Motion of the Minority Report

We, the minority, move the following to be adopted as a substitute motion to the
recommendation of the Overtures Committee.

That the General Assembly answer Overture 13 in the affirmative as
amended:

That Book of Church Order 35-1 and 35-8 be amended by deleting the current

language (indicated by strikethrough) and replacing it (indicated by underline),
as shown below.
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35-1. All persons of-proper—age—and—intelligence—are—competent
witnesses generally are competent to testify as witnesses, exceptsuch

as-do-nothelieve inthe existence of God,-or a future state of rewards
and-punishments though the court shall give consideration to age,
intelligence, belief in God, relationship to the parties involved, and
other like factors in judging testimony (BCO 35-5). Either party has
the right to challenge a witness whom he believes to be incompetent,
and the court shall examine and decide upon his competency.

35-8. The oath or affirmation to a witness shall be administered by the
Moderator in the following or like terms:

Do you solemnly promise, in the presence of God, that you will
declare the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
according to the best of your knowledge in the matter in which
you are called to witness, as you shall answer it to the great Judge
of the living and the dead?

If, however, at any time a witness should present himself before a
court, who for conscientious reasons prefers to swear or affirm in any
other manner, or with other language, he sheuld shall be allowed to do
so, provided such oath or affirmation impresses the solemnity of this
duty upon the witness’s conscience, and the court shall impress upon
him that the truthfulness of his testimony will be judged by God.

Such that the final text reads:

35-1. All persons generally are competent to testify as witnesses,
though the court shall give consideration to age, intelligence, belief in
God, relationship to the parties involved, and other like factors in
judging testimony (BCO 35-5). Either party has the right to challenge
a witness whom he believes to be incompetent, and the court shall
examine and decide upon his competency.

35-8. The oath or affirmation to a witness shall be administered by the
Moderator in the following or like terms:

Do you solemnly promise, in the presence of God, that you will

declare the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
according to the best of your knowledge in the matter in which
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you are called to witness, as you shall answer it to the great Judge
of the living and the dead?

If, however, at any time a witness should present himself before a
court, who for conscientious reasons prefers to swear or affirm in any
other manner, or with other language, he shall be allowed to do so,
provided such oath or affirmation impresses the solemnity of this duty
upon the witness’s conscience, and the court shall impress upon him

that the truthfulness of his testimony will be judged by God.

Minority Report Signed By

TE Jeff Elliott

TE Mark Samuel
TE Daniel F. Herron
TE Steve Coward
TE Geoff Ziegler
TE Stuart Mizelle
TE Jacob Morrison
TE Vincent Wood
TE Drew Archer

TE Mike McLaughlin
TE Justin Woodall
TE Ricky Jones

TE William Douglas
TE Brad Rogers

TE Will Spink

TE John Downs

TE Philip Caines
TE Tom Mirabella
TE Frank Garcia
TE Brent Lauder
TE Tim LeCroy

RE Michael Veitz
RE David Livernois
RE Trevor Laurence
RE Joshua Torrey
RE Matt Cabot

RE James Wert

RE Dan Barber

RE David Keddie
RE Douglas Leepa
RE Andre Kok

RE Heath Kirkeby
RE Christopher Marks
RE E.J. Nusbaum
RE Brandon Robbins
RE Donald Kent

RE Chris Sutton

RE Jason Groves

TE lan Hard

TE Erik Bonkovsky
TE Billy Boyce

50-57 Committee on Thanks Report

RE Mel Duncan led the Assembly in prayer and presented the report.
The Resolution on Thanks was adopted by acclamation.

TE Caleb Cangelosi closed the report in prayer.
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50-58 Adjournment and Benediction

At the vote of the Assembly, the Moderator declared the Assembly
adjourned, to reconvene in Richmond, Virginia, on June 11, 2024.

The Assembly was dismissed with the singing of Psalm 133 led by TE

L. Roy Taylor and pronouncement of the Apostolic Benediction by the
Moderator.
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PART IlI
APPENDICES

NOTE: Appendices A-P are included in VVolume 1 of these Minutes.
Appendices Q-X are found in Volume 2.
See a Table of Contents for these Appendices on the back of this page.

The Appendices include the Reports of the General Assembly Committees,
Agencies, and Standing Judicial Commission as originally submitted to the
General Assembly. The recommendations in this section are those originally
submitted and may have been amended or not adopted by the Assembly. See
Part 1, Journal, to find the recommendations as they were adopted by the
Assembly.

Appendix V presents the Overtures as originally submitted by the presbyteries.
See the Overtures Committee report and other Committee of Commissioner
reports for Assembly action on these overtures, including any amendments.

The PCA Committee and Agency budgets, as approved by the Assembly, are
found in Appendix C, Attachment 2, beginning on p. 208.
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STATED CLERK’S REPORT TO THE
FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

We give praise and thanks to the Lord that we are blessed to celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of this branch of Christ’s Church at this 50th General Assembly
in Memphis. We pray that the Holy Spirit will superintend our efforts and rule
our hearts in the great privilege of celebrating God’s faithfulness — past,
present, and future! The Anniversary Committee, gathered from across the
denomination under the leadership of RE Jim Wert, has been working
diligently with the Memphis Host Committee of Covenant Preshytery to
coordinate many efforts of celebration, remembrance, honor, publication,
worship, prayer, preaching, inspiration, and praise.

FIFTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN MEMPHIS , JUNE 12-16, 2023
Registration for the 50th General Assembly to be held in Memphis, June 12-
16, opened in early January. As of the writing of this report, over 2100
commissioners have registered for the 50th Anniversary Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in American in Memphis, TN. We are exceedingly
thankful for a large attendance this year as we focus on the Lord’s blessings to
the PCA — past, present, and future. Such large interest and involvement is
deeply encouraging and profoundly important as we address issues vital to our
church’s witness to our culture and seek God’s favor and guidance for our
united mission.

As we seek to honor the Lord for his work among us this past half century, we
made a special effort to assess our numbers. We are particularly thankful for
the aid of our presbyteries’ stated clerks who worked with the Administrative
Committee to compile our numbers. The short story, for which we praise the
Lord, is that we returned to our pre-Covid pattern of regular growth this past
year. Until Covid the regular pattern of the PCA has been small but consistent
growth every year. We rejoice for the Lord’s provision of such blessing. See
Attachment 2, p. 175, for the 2022 Five-year Summary of statistics, which has
been updated to include selected statistics received through May 25, 2023. You
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may also view statistics online at https://presbyteryportal.pcanet.org/
Report/StatsReport.

This blessing has been particularly noteworthy as the growth of almost all
major denominations has slowed in recent years. Of particular note was the
announcement of the Southern Baptists in May of this year, reporting the loss
of three million members since 2006 (or roughly 20 percent of their members),
with the loss of a half million in 2022 alone. And lest we be tempted to high-
five our advances, let us remember that our recent growth has not quite
returned us to pre-Covid levels and is not consistent across the board. Our
present growth tends to be in churches of the sun belt (benefiting from the
Covid-migration from Northern cities), with eastern, midwestern, and smaller
churches of the south experiencing significant losses.

As the demographers study the churches of our nation, the general report is
that most churches are still 20 percent down in attendance since Covid, with
African-American churches (typically representing the most spiritually-
sensitive of constituencies) down 50 percent. The general decline of Bible-
believing Christianity in our culture is to no one’s benefit. The percent of
Americans not attending any church regularly has grown 25 percent since
Covid began. Particularly acute is the loss of young people. Currently only 14
percent of those 18-34 attend any church of any kind. The need for prayer,
mission-mindedness, covenant-children priorities, witness to neighbors and
family, and appreciation for the immigrant populations that are re-
spiritualizing our nation (as European immigrants did previously in our
history) has never been more evident.

This year of growth that continues to move the PCA toward the 400-thousand-
member mark with roughly 2000 churches must be celebrated with the
realization that one year of post-Covid growth does not a pattern make.
However, we thank our Lord for increases in professions of faith among adults
and children, accompanied by increases in adult and child baptisms. One
statistic of particular hopefulness is the significant growth of our ministry
candidates and licentiates. Bucking almost all national trends we see a new
generation readying to assume leadership of a Bible-believing,
Confessionally-faithful church. As | mentioned last year, we are one of the
older evangelical denominations in terms of our membership, but our pastoral
leadership is significantly younger than that of most evangelical and main line
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denominations, and we give thanks for future leaders committed to biblical
fidelity.

These blessings must be stewarded with faithfulness to Christ’s mission. No
statistic makes this more clear than the announcement of the denomination
from which we separated to maintain our fidelity to Scripture and Confession.
This May, the PCUSA reported a total membership of 1.1 million. That is a
loss of 400-thousand (our total church size) in the last six years alone, and a
loss of 4 million members from the combined northern and southern churches
from which we distinguished ourselves 50 years ago. We are only a small
branch in the tree of faith whose saving shelter the Lord is spreading across
this world, but we praise him for growth that evidences his provision for the
proclamation of the truth of his Word and the salvation that is in his Son alone.
The challenges are great, the cautions against compromise are clear, as is our
continuing mission for Christ’s sake. There is no basis for any triumphalism,
but great cause to lift our hands in praise for what God has done as we humbly
bend our knees to honor his sovereign grace and to pledge our commitment to
his Word and Christ’s mission.

OVERTURES TO THE S0TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

We have a significant number of overtures for the PCA General Assembly to
consider in this Golden Anniversary year. One overture, dealing with victim
protection and witness eligibility, has been referred to this 50th General
Assembly Overtures Committee (OC) by the 49th Assembly. As of the writing
of this report, twenty-nine (29) new overtures have also been submitted to the
50th General Assembly.

In addition to the usual overtures relating to presbytery boundaries, thirteen
deal with standards for credentialling, titling, or disciplining ordained officers.
Six overtures deal with how the General Assembly processes reports from its
special or permanent committees. Two deal with how the denomination
addresses social issues relating to racial discrimination and to gender
dysphoria. Two overtures are concerned with who may participate in
disciplinary processes, and one deals with inter-denominational associations.
Untypically, four of the overtures before this Assembly were turned down by
presbyteries, but were then submitted by individual church sessions.

You can find a complete listing and the text of the overtures submitted in
Appendix V, pp. 966ff, or go to the General Assembly website https://pcaga.org/
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resources/#overtures. The deadline for submitting overtures to this year’s
Assembly (if they did not require CCB review) was May 13.

PRESBYTERY VOTES ON THE BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER
AMENDMENTS

Twelve Book of Church Order Amendments were sent to presbyteries this past
year by the Forty-ninth General Assembly. Three did not receive the required
approval from two-thirds of the presbyteries. The remainder passed by
significant margins and will be before this Fiftieth Assembly for final vote
(requiring approval by a majority of commissioners).

For a complete tally of the presbytery votes as of May 25, please see
Attachment 1, p. 133.

Votes for BCO amendments may continue to be submitted up until the
convening of the 50th GA. Presbyteries should be aware that not voting on a
proposed amendment to the BCO is tantamount to a negative vote (BCO 26-2)
because the advice and consent of two-thirds of Presbyteries are required. That
differs from Robert’s Rules of Order, in which abstentions (refraining to vote)
are not counted in determining a majority. The BCO is of higher parliamentary
authority than Robert’s Rules of Order.

INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE (IRC)

The Interchurch Relations Committee (IRC), which is supported in its
operations and communications by the Office of the Stated Clerk, met on March
22, 2023. The Committee corresponds with churches and organizations with
whom we have fraternal or ecclesiastical relations and also communicates with
sister denominations and issues invitations to our Assembly for their delegates.
In addition to video greetings at this year’s Assembly, we will have a number
of fraternal delegates at our Fiftieth General Assembly to express appreciation
for our Anniversary. We are expanding the fraternal delegate luncheon to
include members of the IRC, the IRC Committee of Commissioners, past PCA
moderators, members of the SJC, and other PCA leaders to hear the addresses
and give special attention to the larger-than-usual attendance of fraternal
delegates. We have also received a number of communications congratulating
the PCA on its 50th Anniversary (e.g., the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the

124


https://pcaga.org/‌resources/‌#overtures

APPENDIX A

Presbyterian Church of Korea, “Kosin,” who also joined with us in grieving
for the tragic shootings at the Covenant School in Nashville).

Our founders’ wisdom in establishing the Interchurch Relations Committee to
make deliberative recommendations regarding important associations has
become increasingly plain in a time of increasing cultural, legislative, and
judicial challenge. Even as we confess our relatively small size and the
importance of our biblical associations, it is also important to thank the Lord
for the PCA's disproportionate influence in organizations with whom we have
various levels of affiliation.

Our founding fathers prayed at the first PCA General Assembly that we would
avoid a narrowing fundamentalism that would prevent our applying Scripture
to the whole of life. So, they arranged for us to be able to rejoice in Christ’s
work among others and to co-labor with them in various levels of association
that allow us to taste and advance the "oneness" of which Jesus spoke in John
17. Our forefathers prayed that the Lord would use this church to bring a
Biblical and Reformed witness to the wider church and the larger culture.
Today we can rejoice in our God’s profound blessings upon those prayers.

This past year, IRC was grieved by the death of one of its long-term members
and officers, TE E. Marvin Padgett, Jr., on December 18, 2022. TE Padgett
served as both a ruling elder and a teaching elder in the PCA in Nashville
Presbytery. He was the coordinator of Reformed University Ministries and
Executive Director of Great Commission Publications, a joint ministry of the
PCA and OPC. He was Executive Vice-President of Crossway Books. TE
David Gilleran was seated as a voting member for the March meeting upon the
death of TE Marvin Padgett, BCO 14-1.11, and RAO 8-4 g.

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL BUSINESS (CCB)
The CCB is supported in its operations and communications by the Office of the
Stated Clerk.

The Stated Clerk refers to the CCB all proposed amendments to the BCO and
RAO (RAO 11-5) to seek advice for the Assembly regarding the amendments’
conformity with our constitution. The Stated Clerk referred fifteen overtures
to the CCB for advice on proposed changes to the PCA Constitution. For the
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Committee’s response regarding these overtures, please see the CCB Report
to the General Assembly, Appendix O, pp. 454ff.

The Stated Clerk may also seek advice from the CCB on matters of
constitutional import (RAO 8-2.b.1). This year the CCB received no requests
for advice from the Stated Clerk.

The CCB responded to one non-judicial reference from a presbytery (please
see CCB Report, Appendix O, p. 459).

THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE (TEC)

The Theological Examining Committee is supported in its operations and
communications by the Office of the Stated Clerk. The Committee is comprised
of three Teaching Elders and three Ruling Elders (with two alternates) who
serve the General Assembly by ensuring that candidates for positions of
influence in our denomination are both gifted for and committed to promoting
the glory of God by promoting the biblical gospel of Jesus Christ. The TEC
task, according to The Book of Church Order, is to examine “all first and
second level administrative officers of committees, boards, and agencies, and
those acting temporarily in these positions who are being recommended for first
time employment.”

Since the 49th General Assembly, three first- and second-level Committee and
Agency persons have been referred to the TEC to be examined as required by
BCO 14-1.14. TE Murray Lee was examined for the position of Executive
Coordinator, Mission to North America, TE Chris Vogel was examined for
the position of Church Planting Coordinator, Mission to North America,
and TE Cameron Anderson was examined for the position of Executive
Director, Ridge Haven. All areas of the exam were sustained and unanimously
approved by the committee for all of these men.

For a report of these examinations, see Theological Examining Committee
Report to 50th GA, Appendix R, p. 719.

STANDING JUDICIAL COMMISSION (SJC)
The Standing Judicial Commission is one of the treasures of the PCA, with
members of differing perspectives typically rising above partisan debates and

126



APPENDIX A

internet suppositions to issue decisions according to how sworn testimony
aligns with our Standards. The Lord has blessed our entire denomination
through the dedication and sacrificial service of these men pursuing their
responsibilities with integrity.

The SJC is not separately funded but operates administratively as a
subcommittee of the AC (RAO 17-1). The Stated Clerk serves as Clerk of the
Commission and parliamentarian (OMSJC 3-8). The SJC is also supported in
its operations, arrangements, and communications by the Office of the Stated
Clerk. Since the meeting of the 49th General Assembly, the 24 members of the
SJC have handled approximately 25 cases.

The SJC met October 20-22, 2022, led by Chairman Jack Wilson (RE). In
addition to its regular process of judicial review, the SJC also agreed for the
first time in its history under our present standards to assume original
jurisdiction of a high-profile case of alleged abuse in Indiana.
Byfaithonline.com reported on March 3, 2023, the preliminary verdict
exonerating the pastor. That verdict was later finalized. Because of the intense
interest in this case resulting from allegations in secular and social media, the
Stated Clerk’s office, with the approval of the SJC, published the full text of
the SJC judgments in byfaith.com. The article appears at
https://byfaithonline.com/sjc-issues-preliminary-verdict-in-herron-case/.

For the Standing Judicial Commission (SJC) report of cases handled this past
year see SJC Report to GA, Appendix T, p. 775.

The whole church is blessed by full and accurate reporting of SJC actions.
Providing such reporting is one reason that we have sought to have byFaith
supply more news of the denomination and its work. Consequently, many have
turned to the byFaith website for critical information about the PCA in this
past year. In addition to our website views and email distributions, according
to Hootsuite data measuring social media engagement from May 1, 2022 to
April 30, 2023: 162,000 Facebook users saw byFaith's Facebook posts; 11,259
Instagram users saw byFaith’s Instagram posts; and by Faith’s tweets appeared
to 223,306 Twitter users.
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COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE (CMC)

The Cooperative Ministries Committee (CMC) is designed to unite the leaders
of our various agencies and institutions with the elected leaders of the General
Assembly in coordinated ministry to advance the mission of the PCA as a
whole. The CMC includes the Coordinator and Presidents of all Permanent
Committees and Agencies, the Chairmen of all the Committee and Boards, and
the past five Moderators of the General Assembly. The goal of the gathering
is to have all the horses in the harness pulling in the same direction. That goal
is achieved by relational camaraderie as well as by ministry strategizing,
denominational assessment, and shared insights regarding best practices and
resources for advancing Christ’s mission in our challenging times.

The Cooperative Ministries Committee met on January 18, 2023. Committee
members reported on the work of the various Committee and Agencies and, as
a whole, the CMC rejoices to report that many examples of interagency
cooperation, communication, and collaboration were shared (RAO 7-3). For a
report of the meeting see the CMC Report to GA, Appendix M, p. 449.

The CMC is supported in its operations, arrangements, and communications by
the Office of the Stated Clerk. The Stated Clerk also serves as secretary of the
CMC (RAO 7-4 ¢.).

TRANSLATIONS OF THE BCO AND OTHER DOCUMENTS

The Administrative Committee (AC) continues to make progress with foreign
language (Spanish and Portuguese) translations of our Book of Church Order
(BCO) to help our church minister to all peoples and generations. With the
help of Korean-heritage leaders, the AC has also continued to update the
Korean language version of the BCO. We realize that we cannot reach across
language barriers by waiting for significant growth of ethnic communities and
various national in our churches before providing services to the rapidly
growing populations of our nation. Instead, we reach people groups by serving
them before they are established in our church communities.

With the Committee on Discipleship Ministries (CDM), the Administrative
published the 49th General Assembly’s Study Report on Domestic Abuse and
Sexual Assault. In light of the realities of our times and needed protection of
our churches and people, the report is receiving widespread study by local
churches and presbyteries. Published versions of the report (as well as the 48th
General Assembly Study Report on Human Sexuality) are available through
CDM.
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RESIGNATIONS FROM COMMITTEES AND AGENCY BOARDS

TE Murray Lee resigned from the Committee on Mission to North America
class of 2024. Alternate TE Robert Penny will fill the unexpired term.

RE Keith Passwater resigned from the Board of Directors of Geneva Benefits
class of 2023. Geneva appointed RE David Allegood to fill the unexpired
term. This term expires at the end of General Assembly.

TE Marvin Padgett in the IRC class of 2023 passed away on December 19,
2022. Alternate TE David Gilleran will fill the unexpired term.

RE Bruce Wells resigned from the Committee on Mission to North America
as an alternate February 14, 2023.

RE Paul Fullerton resigned from the Board of Directors of Geneva Benefits
class of 2025 since the meeting of the Nominating Committee. Geneva
appointed RE Gary Campbell to fill the unexpired term.

AC FINANCES

The AC finished this last year falling short of its net financial goals by about
$36k. We praise the Lord for his provision in a time of economic stress and
uncertainty. We missed our final target by about 1.1% on a $3.3 million budget
that was planned 22 months ahead of time (due to GA deadlines) in the midst
of Covid, during major church controversy, and prior to any predictions of 8%
annual inflation. We are exceedingly thankful for Business Administrator John
Robertson’s planning, and our Development team’s valiant efforts. Steps are
being evaluated to minimize the impact of the shortfall and correct the
situation, but added expenses for the 50th Anniversary increase the difficulty
of a fast correction. The financial position of the AC will, by God’s favor,
remain strong in this challenging economic time. The Administrative
Committee continues to need the support of all our churches in order to meet
the administrative responsibilities committed to it. Our 50th Anniversary year
is an important time for us to reflect upon the Presbyterian principles that
commit us to mutual support of our corporate mission.

PRESBYTERY CLERKS SUPPORT

The annual training conference for Presbytery Clerks was held December 2-3,
2022. The AC has an important duty of facilitating communication among
clerks for sharing knowledge and experience for the governance of our
presbyteries. One way we do this is through the annual Presbytery Clerks
Conference, which provides instruction for new clerks as well as a forum
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where experienced clerks can compare notes and discuss challenges they face.
Another platform for discussion throughout the year is the clerks’ ongoing
email group. By these means, clerks help each other with their responsibilities —
such as processing GA business, providing advice on discipline cases,
communicating with other presbyteries, and keeping presbytery minutes and
other records such ministerial transfers, etc. The AC office also provides tools
to this group (e.g., the Clerks Handbook, Discipline process summaries, and
the presbytery statistical portal) to help all clerks in their work. 1 am delighted
with the very active mutual support presbytery clerks give one another as we
all work to serve the whole church in a unified effort to honor our Savior.

LEGAL MATTERS
The Stated Clerk’s Office serves the Administrative Committee and the PCA
as a whole by navigating legal matters at the denominational level. While we
dealt with a number of legal matters this past year, we are able to thank the
Lord that the Preshbyterian Church in America (A Corporation) is not presently
party of any lawsuits.

Despite our being presently at liberty from lawsuit, the litigious nature of our
culture and the multitude of church cases dealing with abuse (actual
wrongdoing or inappropriate responses) requires that we be very clear about
childcare standards, abuse protocols, officer conduct, state regulations, and
denominational standards. Additionally, it is important to remember that our
“grass roots” commitments are not simply a slogan to cite during ecclesiastical
debates. As the lawyers and judges among us frequently remind PCA leaders,
if we establish these principles in our standards but operate differently in our
practices, we could lose the legal status of being a “grass roots” denomination
and our liabilities will grow exponentially. Wise forefathers established a form
of government that has protected us well from devastating legal and financial
vulnerabilities. The protections remain only as we all become responsible to
understand and act in accord with that polity.

Trademark Monitoring

A new mandated task for the AC this year was reviewing the applications for
use of the PCA name and/or trademark from the entities that have incorporated
it into the titling of their website, Facebook, or organization naming. After
informing the presbytery clerks at their December meeting, we clarified
standards for use of the PCA trademark on the AC website and indicated how
to apply for approved use. We have since looked into approximately 14
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different sites or organizations (we discover more, the more we inquire) with
PCA titling. Most are related to a PCA Committee or Agency or have readily
changed their titling when requested. Some were seeking to market goods or
services to the PCA with the appearance of PCA approval. Two social media
sites, that are led by PCA TEs and REs, have insisted that we have no legal
right to ask them to change, since their use of the PCA title is “adjectival.” Our
attorney indicates that it is probably true that we cannot legally limit the
“adjectival” use of the PCA name. So, at the request of the Board of Directors
of the PCA, these entities have indicated a willingness to include a disclaimer
that indicates they are not a PCA entities.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

As we honor the Lord in this Golden Jubilee Assembly for his faithfulness,
protection, and provision, we should also consider the “double-duty” on the
faithful AC staff members who have had to carry many extra duties and
develop many innovations in order to handle the challenges of a pandemic and,
then, plan the many details of our 50th Anniversary. Again this year the travel
industry was recuperating from Covid, and we faced many new challenges
with accommodations and contracts. Preparing for the Anniversary has
required thousands of hours of “non-normal” effort that the staff have tackled
with a joyful and willing spirit. Sensing the needs and tragedies that have faced
our churches and people in the last year, the office staff self-initiated a Monday
morning prayer time (in addition to our mid-week devotions) to intercede for
the people and leaders of the PCA. We have an extraordinarily gifted and
dedicated staff that deserves your support as they seek to honor the Savior.
One sign of the sincerity of their service was the appreciation of the work crew
that has been doing office innovations this past year in Atlanta. Said the
workmen, “It’s different around here. You all seem to care about us.” The
Savior is well served and represented by your AC staff, and we give the Lord
thanks for those who serve the PCA with such evident love for the Savior and
his people.

TREASURING CHRIST’S MISSION

As we honor the Lord in this Golden Jubilee Assembly for his faithfulness,
protection, and provision, may we recommit ourselves to the mission that first
rallied our forefathers to his cause. That cause began even before the
Convocation of Sessions that was prelude to our first Assembly. The fathers
and mothers of this church who gathered in Birmingham in 1973 were
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boarding a long train of faithfulness that has been formed by those who have
needed to stand for God’s Word and Christ’s mission in the face of sin and
apostasy through the ages.

When our “Message to All Churches” was published to declare our founding
and our reasons, our leaders united our cause with the Missio Deo embraced
by the apostles, church fathers, and Reformers whose protests were nothing
less than a call to return to the sources by which God’s faithfulness is made
known and preserved. No statement better expresses our roots and our
commitments than that of the Diet (i.e., Council) of Speyer in 1529. By this
time, Roman Catholics would no longer tolerate the teachings of the
Reformation. Luther had been branded a heretic for teaching justification by
faith alone and Reformation books were banned and burned, but the light of
truth was spreading despite the apostasy of the church, the cruelties of the civil
authorities, and the spiritual ignorance of the populace.

Faithful church leaders were called to submit to the authority of the established
church, but they would not submit. Instead, those who would be the first to be
called Protestants, gathered in Speyer to protest church wrongs and proclaim
Scripture’s truth with these words:

We are resolved, with the grace of God, to maintain the
pure preaching of God’s holy Word, such as is contained
in the biblical books of the Old and New Testaments,
without adding anything to it that may be contrary to it.
This Word is the only truth; it is the sure rule of all doctrine
and of all life, and can never fail or deceive us. He who
builds on this foundation shall stand against all powers of
hell, while all human vanities that are set up against it shall
fail before the face of God.

For this Protestant tradition, we express our most profound gratitude and, on
the Fiftieth Anniversary of this branch of Christ’s church, gladly reaffirm our
allegiance. Our stand for Scripture, Confession, and Mission is not merely our
protest against the powers of darkness; it is our proclamation of the light of
salvation by which the lost are won, our souls are saved, and our church is
blessed. In this light, we proclaim our devotion and our cause: sola scriptura,
sola fide, sola gratia, solus Christus, soli Deo gloria. Here we stand. By God’s
grace, we shall do no other. God help us. Amen.
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Attachment 1

2022-2023
BCO AMENDMENTS SENT DOWN TO PRESBYTERIES
BY THE 49th GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FOR VOTING, and for ADVICE AND CONSENT

NOTE: The Stated Clerk’s Office sends the proposed amendments only
in their final form, as approved by the General Assembly.

ITEM 1: Amend BCO 7 to disqualify from office men describing themselves as
homosexual. [Overture 15 was answered in the affirmative as amended.]

The proposed new paragraph BCO 7-4 would read as follows:

BCO 7.

4. Men who describe themselves as homosexual, even those
who describe themselves as homosexual and claim to practice
celibacy by refraining from homosexual conduct, are
disqualified from holding office in the Presbyterian Church in
America.

For: 39 Against: 29

133


https://pcaga.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Overture-15-Westminster-amend-BCO-7-self-identified-homosexuals.pdf
https://pcaga.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Overture-15-Westminster-amend-BCO-7-self-identified-homosexuals.pdf

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ITEM 1: BCO7

| Item 1 - BCO 7 [ Item 1 - BCO 7
|Presbytery For Against  Abstain | Passed|Not P. |Presbytery For Against  Abstain | Passed | Not P.

1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 77 4 2 1

2 Ascension 28 7 0 1 46 Missouri 28 39 0 1
3 Blue Ridge 38 36 0 1 47 Nashville 16 52 1 1
4 Calvary 61 31 4 1 48 New Jersey 14 5 0 1

5 Canada West 49 New River 10 2 3 1

6 Catawba Valley 31 6 1 1 50 New York State 11 16 2 1
7 Central Carolina 41 11 1 1 51 North Florida 21 18 1 1

8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 48 45 4 1

9 Central Georgia 38 8 0 1 53 Northern California 12 20 2 1
10 Central Indiana 6 11 1 1 54 Northern Illinois 11 15 1 1
11 Chesapeake 31 36 1 1 55 Northern New England 4 14 1 1
12 Chicago Metro 18 25 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 34 8 0 1

13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 11 7 0 1

14 Covenant 52 37 0 1 58 Ohio Valley 17 28 4 1
15 Eastern Canada 4 25 0 1 59 Pacific 12 21 2 1
16 Eastern Carolina 22 27 3 1 60 Pacific Northwest

17 Eastern Pennsylvania 12 15 2 1 61 Palmetto 41 37 0 1

18 Evangel 57 40 0 1 62 PeeDee 35 0 3 1

19 Fellowship 33 4 1 1 63 Philadelphia 8 9 0 1
20 Georgia Foothills 15 27 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 13 5 1 1

21 Grace 43 7 0 1 65 Piedmont Triad 18 22 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 39 15 2 1

23 Gulf Coast 35 2 0 1 67 Platte Valley 5 17 1 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 19 53 3 1
25 Heartland 21 4 0 1 69 Providence 37 13 4 1

26 Heritage 19 20 4 1 70 Rio Grande

27 Highlands 41 18 0 1 71 Rocky Mountain 32 47 4 1
28 Hills and Plains 24 21 3 1 72 Savannah River 39 1 0 1

29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 16 13 0 1

30 Illiana 16 0 0 1 74 South Coast

31 lowa 75 South Florida 21 5 4 1

32 James River 55 22 2 1 76 South Texas

33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 42 2 1 1

34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 10 13 1 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 29 39 0 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 51 14 0 1

37 Korean Northwest 20 2 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 34 14 1 1

38 Korean Southeastern 82 Susquehanna Valley

39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 39 54 0 1
40 Korean Southwest 22 4 0 1 84 Tidewater 17 23 2 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C. 32 5 1 1 85 Warrior 16 14 0 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 13 13 1 1
43 Metro Atlanta 29 81 0 1 87 Westminster 26 2 0 1
44 Metropolitan New Yor| 1 31 1 1 88 Wisconsin 24 26 1 1

Official Totals: For-39 Against - 29
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 2: Amend BCO 8 by the addition of a new paragraph, 8-8, adding
chaplain endorsement requirements and recommendations; and renumber
the following paragraphs accordingly. [Overture 28 was answered in the
affirmative as amended.]

8-8.A Presbytery may, at its discretion, approve the call of a
teaching elder to work as a Chaplain whether military or
civilian, with an organization outside the jurisdiction of the
Presbyterian Church in America, provided that he be engaged
in preaching and teaching the Word, that the Presbytery be
assured he will have full freedom to maintain and teach the
doctrine of our Church, and that he reports at least annually
on his work. The Chaplain may be appointed to the work of
an evangelist when serving as a Chaplain. Teaching elders
ministering as paid or volunteer chaplains are strongly
encouraged to seek and obtain their Ecclesiastical
Endorsement from the endorsing agency authorized by the
General Assembly for such purpose.

8-89. As there were in the Church under the law, elders of
the people for the government thereof, so in the Gospel
Church, Christ has furnished others besides ministers of the
Word with gifts and commission to govern when called
thereunto, who are called ruling elders.

8-910. Elders being of one class of office, ruling elders
possess the same authority and eligibility to office in the
courts of the Church as teaching elders. They should,
moreover, cultivate zealously their own aptness to teach the
Bible and should improve every opportunity of doing so.

For: 66 Against: 2
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ITEM 2: BCO 8

| | Item 2 - BCO 8 | I | Item 2 - BCO 8 |
[Preshytery | For  Against _Abstain | Passed|Not P. [Presbytery | For  Against _Abstain | Passed|Not P.
1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 83 0 0 1
2 Ascension 33 0 2 1 46 Missouri 60 0 2 1
3 Blue Ridge 61 0 1 1 47 Nashville 72 0 0 1
4 Calvary 88 0 1 1 48 New Jersey 21 0 0 1
5 Canada West 49 New River 14 0 0 1
6 Catawba Valley 38 0 0 1 50 New York State 5 21 1 1
7 Central Carolina 51 0 0 1 51 North Florida 29 0 0 1
8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 81 0 3 1
9 Central Georgia 38 0 0 1 53 Northern California 34 0 0 1
10 Central Indiana 16 0 0 1 54 Northern Illinois 30 0 0 1
11 Chesap 71 0 1 1 55 Northern New England 17 0 1 1
12 Chicago Metro 37 0 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 44 0 1 1
13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 12 2 3 1
14 Covenant 76 1 0 1 58 Ohio Valley 42 0 0 1
15 Eastern Canada 28 0 2 1 59 Pacific 19 0 1 1
16 Eastern Carolina 50 0 0 1 60 Pacific Northwest
17 Eastern Pennsylvania 27 0 1 1 61 Palmetto 75 0 0 1
18 Evangel 87 0 0 1 62 PeeDee 40 0 0 1
19 Fellowship 36 0 1 1 63 Philadelphia 16 0 0 1
20 Georgia Foothills 42 0 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 17 0 0 1
21 Grace 47 0 1 1 65 Piedmont Triad 38 0 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 48 0 1 1
23 Gulf Coast 37 0 0 1 67 Platte Valley 7 10 4 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 46 1 1 1
25 Heartland 25 0 0 1 69 Providence 51 0 0 1
26 Heritage 35 0 3 1 70 Rio Grande
27 Highlands 58 0 0 1 71 Rocky Mountain 77 0 0 1
28 Hills and Plains 41 0 2 1 72 Savannah River 39 0 1 1
29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 32 0 0 1
30 llliana 16 0 0 1 74 South Coast
31 lowa 75 South Florida 22 0 8 1
32 James River 79 0 0 1 76 South Texas
33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 44 0 0 1
34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 19 0 1 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 68 0 0 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 52 9 2 1
37 Korean Northwest 22 0 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 44 0 0 1
38 Korean Southeastern 82 Susquehanna Valley
39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 42 0 1 1
40 Korean Southwest 26 0 0 1 84 Tidewater 43 0 0 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C. 33 1 4 1 85 Warrior 29 0 0 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 20 1 2 1
43 Metro Atlanta 106 2 3 1 87 Westminster 28 0 1 1
44 Metropolitan New York 32 1 0 1 88 Wisconsin 17 7 5 1

Official Totals: For-66 Against - 2
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 3: Amend BCO 15-1 and 15-3 to clarify the role of a Presbytery
commission.
[Overture 25 was answered in the affirmative as amended.]

15-1. A commission differs from an ordinary committee in
that while a committee is appointed to examine, consider, and
report, a commission is authorized to deliberate upon and

conclude the busrness referred to |t—exeept—m—the—ease—e#

15-3. Acommission shaII keep afuII record of |ts proceedlngs
which shall be submitted to the court appointing it. Upon such
submission this record shall be entered on the minutes of the
court appointing, the date of the submission being the date of
“the meeting of the court” for filing requirements under the
rules of discipline, with exception of the “notification” dates

of BCO 42-4 and 43-3—execeptin-the—case—ofa—presbytery

commission-serving-as-a-session-or-ajudicial-commission-as
setforth-in-BCO-15-3. The effective date of dismissal of a
commission of Session or Presbytery shall be not before the
time allowed for the filing of a complaint or appeal against
that commission’s decision has expired. Any complaint or
appeal so timely filed, shall be adjudicated by that
commission until the matter is settled by the that commission
or a higher court. When a commission is appointed to serve
as an interim Session, its actions are the actions of a Session,
not a Presbytery. Every commission of a Presbytery or
Session must submit complete minutes and a report of its
activities at least once annually to the court which
commissioned it.

15-3. Preshytery as a whole may try-ajudicial-case-within-its
jurrsd_retr_en I(l_neluelmg the—right _te |el_e|| any SEI'.'eml
below), hear a case, with or without process (BCO 31-38), a
reference (BCO 41), an appeal (BCO 42), a complaint (BCO
43), a BCO 40-5 proceeding, or a request to assume original

jurisdiction (BCO 33-1) properly before it, or it may of its own
motion commit any—judicial such a case to a commission.
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Such a commission shall be appointed by the Presbytery from
its members other than members of the Session of the church
from which the case comes up. The commission shall try the
case in the manner presented by the Rules of Discipline and
shall submit to the Presbytery a full statement of the case and

the judgment rendered. Fhe-Preshytery-without-debate-shaH
I I ior) el utional | ;

o o e e ol o i !
case-or-decide-the-case—only—after-the report-of the-study
approves—the The judgment of the commission shall be firal

| . : .
the decision of the Presbytery, and the statement of the case
and judgment printed in its minutes. H—Presbytery
ellsapp_leu_ es-itshall-hearthe case a'sawlnele OFappoAta-new

So that BCO 15-1 and 15-3 as amended would read:

15-1. A commission differs from an ordinary committee in
that while a committee is appointed to examine, consider, and
report, a commission is authorized to deliberate upon and
conclude the business referred to it. A commission shall keep
a full record of its proceedings, which shall be submitted to
the court appointing it. Upon such submission this record
shall be entered on the minutes of the court appointing, the
date of the submission being the date of “the meeting of the
court” for filing requirements under the rules of discipline,
with exception of the “notification” dates of BCO 42-4 and
43-3. The effective date of dismissal of a commission of
Session or Preshytery shall be not before the time allowed for
the filing of a complaint or appeal against that commission’s
decision has expired. Any complaint or appeal so timely filed,
shall be adjudicated by that commission until the matter is
settled by that commission or a higher court. When a
commission is appointed to serve as an interim Session, its
actions are the actions of a Session, not a Presbytery. Every
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commission of a Presbytery or Session must submit complete
minutes and a report of its activities at least once annually to
the court which commissioned it.

15-3. Preshytery as a whole may hear a case, with or without
process (BCO 31-38), a reference (BCO 41), an appeal (BCO
42), a complaint (BCO 43), a BCO 40-5 proceeding, or a
request to assume original jurisdiction (BCO 33-1) properly
before it, or it may of its own motion commit such a case to a
commission. Such a commission shall be appointed by the
Presbytery from its members other than members of the
Session of the church from which the case comes up. The
commission shall try the case in the manner presented by the
Rules of Discipline and shall submit to the Presbytery a full
statement of the case and the judgment rendered. The
judgment of the commission shall be the decision of the
Presbytery, and the statement of the case and judgment printed
in its minutes.

For: 56 Against: 12
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ITEM 3: BCO 15-1 and 15-3

Item 3 - BCO 15-1 and 15-3 Item 3 - BCO 15-1 and 15-3
|Presbytery | For Against __ Abstain |Passed|NulP. |Presm/tery | For _ Against _ Abstain |Passed|NotP.|
1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 83 0 0 1
2 Ascension 34 1 0 1 46 Missouri 30 12 13 1
3 Blue Ridge 60 1 0 1 47 Nashville 66 1 0 1
4 Calvary 94 0 0 1 48 New Jersey 0 14 7 1
5 Canada West 49 New River 14 0 1 1
6 Catawba Valley 37 0 1 1 50 New York State 4 24 0 1
7 Central Carolina 51 0 0 1 51 North Florida 40 1 0 1
8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 71 18 6 1
9 Central Georgia 4 30 3 1 53 Northern California 34 0 0 1
10 Central Indiana 17 0 0 1 54 Northern Illinois 30 0 0 1
11 Chesapeake 64 0 4 1 55 Northern New England 18 0 1 1
12 Chicago Metro 42 0 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 6 31 4 1
13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 14 2 0 1
14 Covenant 1 77 1 1 58 Ohio Valley 40 2 0 1
15 Eastern Canada 28 0 2 1 59 Pacific 7 14 13 1
16 Eastern Carolina 45 1 0 1 60 Pacific Northwest
17 Eastern Pennsylvania 24 0 2 1 61 Palmetto 76 0 0 1
18 Evangel 4 87 0 1 62 PeeDee 13 25 0 1
19 Fellowship 37 1 0 1 63 Philadelphia 15 2 1 1
20 Georgia Foothills 42 0 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 16 0 1 1
21 Grace 28 13 3 1 65 Piedmont Triad 38 1 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 50 1 2 1
23 Gulf Coast 37 0 0 1 67 Platte Valley 20 0 0 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 55 3 4 1
25 Heartland 25 0 0 1 69 Providence 51 0 0 1
26 Heritage 35 0 3 1 70 Rio Grande
27 Highlands 28 27 4 1 71 Rocky Mountain 44 26 7 1
28 Hills and Plains 40 0 1 1 72 Savannah River 5 30 1 1
29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 11 16 1 1
30 llliana 15 0 1 1 74 South Coast
31 lowa 75 South Florida 26 0 4 1
32 James River 7 0 0 1 76 South Texas
33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 44 0 0 1
34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 11 3 8 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 35 22 7 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 0 58 4 1
37 Korean Northwest 22 0 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 43 0 2 1
38 Korean Southeastern 82 1a Valley
39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 49 0 0 1
40 Korean Southwest 25 0 0 1 84 Tidewater 43 0 0 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C.| 33 1 4 1 85 Warrior 29 0 0 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 20 1 2 1
43 Metro Atlanta 85 4 22 1 87 Westminster 7 19 4 1
44 Metropolitan New Yorl 32 0 0 1 88 Wisconsin 30 1 1 1

Official Totals: For-56 Against - 12
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 4: Amend BCO 16 by adding 16-4 regarding qualifications for
church office.
[Overture 29 was answered in the affirmative as amended.]

BCO 16.

4, Officers in the Presbyterian Church in America must be
above reproach in their walk and Christlike in their character.
While office bearers will see spiritual perfection only in glory,
they will continue in this life to confess and to mortify
remaining sins in light of God’s work of progressive
sanctification. Therefore, to be qualified for office, they must
affirm the sinfulness of fallen desires, the reality and hope of
progressive sanctification, and be committed to the pursuit of
Spirit-empowered victory over their sinful temptations,
inclinations, and actions.

For: 67  Against: 1
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ITEM 4: BCO 16

Item 4 - BCO 16 Item 4 - BCO 16
Preshytery For | Against | Abstain | Passed|Not P. |Presbytery For  Against _ Abstain |Passed|NutP.

1|Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 85 0 0 1
2| Ascension 32 1 3 1 46 Missouri 64 0 0 1
3|Blue Ridge 64 0 0 1 47 Nashville 71 1 1 1
4|Calvary 85 0 7 1 48 New Jersey 21 0 0 1
5|Canada West 49 New River 15 0 0 1
6|Catawba Valley 38 0 0 1 50 New York State 24 3 0 1
7|Central Carolina 50 0 0 1 51 North Florida 44 0 1 1
8| Central Florida 52 North Texas 83 5 0 1
9[Central Georgia 38 0 0 1 53 Northern California 21 6 6 1
10| Central Indiana 18 0 0 1 54 Northern Illinois 29 0 0 1
11[Chesap 69 0 2 1 55 Northern New England 16 1 2 1
12|Chicago Metro 41 1 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 42 0 1 1
13]Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 18 0 0 1
14|Covenant 85 1 0 1 58 Ohio Valley 42 1 1 1
15|Eastern Canada 34 0 1 1 59 Pacific 15 4 1 1
16 [Eastern Carolina 51 0 1 1 60 Pacific Northwest

17 [Eastern Pennsylvania 27 0 2 1 61 Palmetto 69 1 0 1
18[Evangel 90 0 0 1 62 PeeDee 39 0 1 1
19| Fellowship 38 0 0 1 63 Philadelphia 16 0 2 1
20 |Georgia Foothills 38 2 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 17 0 0 1
21|Grace 41 0 2 1 65 Piedmont Triad 22 15 0 1
22|Creat Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 53 0 0 1
23| Gulf Coast 36 1 0 1 67 Platte Valley 22 0 0 1
24| Gulfstream 68 Potomac 42 27 4 1
25 [Heartland 25 0 0 1 69 Providence 51 0 0 1
26 |Heritage 39 0 2 1 70 Rio Grande

27|Hi 54 4 0 1 71 Rocky Mountain 75 0 1 1
28[Hills and Plains 39 1 4 1 72 Savannah River 37 1 0 1
29[Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 29 1 0 1
30/{1lliana 16 0 0 1 74 South Coast

31|lowa 75 South Florida 24 2 4 1
32)James River 80 0 0 1 76 South Texas

33[Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 44 0 0 1
34|Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 21 0 1 1
35 [Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 58 4 1 1
36 [Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 61 0 0 1
37|Korean Northwest 22 0 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 36 8 2 1
38|Korean Southeastern 82 1a Valley

39|Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 67 22 7 1
40|Korean Southwest 28 0 0 1 84 Tidewater 42 1 0 1
41[Korean Southwest O.C.| 34 2 2 1 85 Warrior 29 1 0 1
42 [Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 24 1 2 1
43[Metro Atlanta 93 11 7 1 87 Westminster 29 0 1 1
44|Metropolitan New Yor 9 23 2 1 88 Wisconsin 18 8 7 1

Official Totals: For-67 Against -1
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 5: Amend BCO 21-4 and 24-1 by adding the following paragraphs
regarding requirements for ordination:
-- a new sub-paragraph 21-4.e and the re-lettering of subsequent sub-
paragraphs
21-4.e-h to 21-4.f-i; and
-- a new second paragraph to 24-1.
[Overture 31 was answered in the affirmative as amended.]

BCO 21.
4. Ordination Requirements and Procedures
e. In the examination of the candidate’s personal

character, the presbytery shall give specific attention
to potential notorious concerns. Careful attention
must be given to his practical struggle against sinful
actions, as well as to persistent sinful desires. The
candidate must give clear testimony of reliance upon
his union with Christ and the benefits thereof by the
Holy Spirit, depending on this work of grace to make
progress over sin (Psalm 103:2-5, Romans 8:29) and
to bear fruit (Psalm 1:3, Gal. 5:22-23). While
imperfection will remain, when confessing sins and
sinful temptations publicly, the candidate must
exercise great care not to diminish the seriousness of
those sins in the eyes of the congregation, as though
they were matters of little consequence, but rather
should testify to the work of the Holy Spirit in his
progress in holiness (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

Reletter current paragraphs 21-4.e-h to 21-4.f-i

BCO 24.

1. Every church shall elect persons to the offices of ruling
elder and deacon in the following manner: At such times as
determined by the Session, communicant members of the
congregation may submit names to the Session, keeping in
mind that each prospective officer should be an active male
member who meets the qualifications set forth in 1 Timothy 3
and Titus 1. After the close of the nomination period
nominees for the office of ruling elder and/or deacon shall
receive instruction in the qualifications and work of the office.
Each nominee shall then be examined in:
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a. his Christian experience, especially his personal
character and family management (based on the
qualifications set out in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:6-9),

b. his knowledge of Bible content,

c. his knowledge of the system of doctrine, government,
discipline contained in the Constitution of the
Presbyterian Church in America (BCO Preface Ill, The
Constitution Defined),

d. the duties of the office to which he has been
nominated, and

e. his willingness to give assent to the questions
required for ordination. (BCO 24-6)

In the examination of the nominee’s personal character,
the Session shall give specific attention to potential notorious
concerns. Careful attention must be given to his practical
struggle against sinful actions, as well as to persistent sinful
desires. The nominee must give clear testimony of reliance
upon _his union with Christ and the benefits thereof by the
Holy Spirit, depending on this work of grace to make progress
over sin (Psalm 103:2-5, Romans 8:29) and to bear fruit
(Psalm 1:3, Gal. 5:22-23). While imperfection will remain,
when confessing sins and sinful temptations publicly, the
nominee must exercise great care not to diminish the
seriousness of those sins in the eyes of the congregation, as
though they were matters of little consequence, but rather
should testify to the work of the Holy in his progress in
holiness (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

So that BCO 21-4.e and 24-1 as amended would read:

21-4.  Ordination Requirements and Procedures
e. In the examination of the candidate’s personal
character, the presbytery shall give specific attention
to potential notorious concerns. Careful attention
must be given to his practical struggle against sinful
actions, as well as to persistent sinful desires. The
candidate must give clear testimony of reliance upon
his union with Christ and the benefits thereof by the
Holy Spirit, depending on this work of grace to make
progress over sin (Psalm 103:2-5, Romans 8:29) and
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to bear fruit (Psalm 1:3, Gal. 5:22-23). While
imperfection will remain, when confessing sins and
sinful temptations publicly, the candidate must
exercise great care not to diminish the seriousness of
those sins in the eyes of the congregation, as though
they were matters of little consequence, but rather
should testify to the work of the Holy Spirit in his
progress in holiness (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

24-1. (following 24-1.a-e)

In the examination of the nominee’s personal character,
the Session shall give specific attention to potential notorious
concerns. Careful attention must be given to his practical
struggle against sinful actions, as well as to persistent sinful
desires. The nominee must give clear testimony of reliance
upon his union with Christ and the benefits thereof by the
Holy Spirit, depending on this work of grace to make progress
over sin (Psalm 103:2-5, Romans 8:29) and to bear fruit
(Psalm 1:3, Gal. 5:22-23). While imperfection will remain,
when confessing sins and sinful temptations publicly, the
nominee must exercise great care not to diminish the
seriousness of those sins in the eyes of the congregation, as
though they were matters of little consequence, but rather
should testify to the work of the Holy Spirit in his progress in
holiness (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

For: 64 Against: 4
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ITEM 5 BCO 21-4 and 24-1

Item 5 - BCO 21-4 and 24-1 Item 5 - BCO 21-4 and 24-1

|Presbytery For _ Against _Abstain |Passed|Nut P. |Presbytery For _ Against _ Abstain |Passed|Not P.
1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 85 0 0 1
2 Ascension 33 1 2 1 46 Missouri 64 0 0 1
3 Blue Ridge 64 1 3 1 47 Nashville 70 3 0 1
4 Calvary 93 0 3 1 48 New Jersey 21 0 0 1
5 Canada West 49 New River 15 0 0 1
6 Catawba Valley 38 0 0 1 50 New York State 24 3 0 1
7 Central Carolina 52 0 0 1 51 North Florida 41 3 1 1
8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 53 31 5 1
9 Central Georgia 38 0 0 1 53 Northern California 20 5 8 1
10 Central Indiana 13 5 0 1 54 Northern Illinois 21 6 2 1
11 Chesapeake 71 0 1 1 55 Northern New England 11 3 6 1
12 Chicago Metro 21 20 3 1 56 Northwest Georgia 42 0 0 1
13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 18 0 0 1
14 Covenant 76 3 5 1 58 Ohio Valley 37 0 2 1
15 Eastern Canada 26 5 1 1 59 Pacific 9 10 1 1
16 Eastern Carolina 43 4 5 1 60 Pacific Northwest
17 Eastern Pennsylvania 26 0 3 1 61 Palmetto 67 4 0 1
18 Evangel 88 0 0 1 62 PeeDee 38 0 2 1
19 Fellowship 38 0 0 1 63 Philadelphia 15 0 2 1
20 Georgia Foothills 21 20 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 17 0 0 1
21 Grace 43 0 0 1 65 Piedmont Triad 30 7 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 49 1 0 1
23 Gulf Coast 37 1 0 1 67 Platte Valley 9 12 0 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 39 30 4 1
25 Heartland 25 0 0 1 69 Providence 52 3 0 1
26 Heritage 35 4 5 1 70 Rio Grande
27 Highlands 51 6 0 1 71 Rocky Mountain 75 0 1 1
28 Hills and Plains 34 3 7 1 72 Savannah River 27 10 1 1
29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 32 0 0 1
30 Illiana 16 0 0 1 74 South Coast
31 lowa 75 South Florida 25 0 5 1
32 James River 80 0 0 1 76 South Texas
33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 44 0 0 1
34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 14 5 4 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 35 28 3 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 59 2 1 1
37 Korean Northwest 22 0 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 36 5 2 1
38 Korean Southeastern 82 Susquehanna Valley
39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 52 0 1 1
40 Korean Southwest 28 0 0 1 84 Tidewater 43 0 0 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C.| 32 3 3 1 85 Warrior 28 1 1 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 23 1 3 1
43 Metro Atlanta 48 60 3 1 87 Westminster 27 1 2 1
44 Metropolitan New Yorq 2 26 2 1 88 Wisconsin 18 8 8 1

Official Totals: For-64 Against - 4
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 6: Amend BCO 31-10 and 33-4 on pre-trial non-disciplinary
suspensions.
[Overture 2021-20 was answered in the affirmative as amended.]

BCO 31-10. When a member of a church court is under
process, all his official functions may be suspended at the
court’s discretion; but this shall never be done in the way of
censure, and this requires a two-thirds (2/3) majority.

BCO 33-4. When it is impracticable immediately to
commence process against an accused church member, the
Session may, if it thinks the edification of the Church requires
it, prevent the accused from approaching the Lord’s Table
until the charges against him can be examined, but this
requires a two-thirds (2/3) majority.

For:66  Against: 2
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ITEM 6: BCO 31-10 and 33-4

Item 6 - BCO 31-10 and 33-4 Item 6 - BCO 31-10 and 33-4
|Presbylery For _ Against _ Abstain |Passed|Not B2 Preshytery For _ Against _ Abstain |Passed|N0t P.

1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 85 0 0 1
2 Ascension 35 0 0 1 46 Missouri 60 0 2 1
3 Blue Ridge 64 0 2 1 47 Nashville 58 0 0 1
4 Calvary 93 0 0 1 48 New Jersey 20 0 0 1
5 Canada West 49 New River 15 0 0 1
6 Catawba Valley 38 0 0 1 50 New York State 28 0 0 1
7 Central Carolina 48 3 0 1 51 North Florida 23 0 2 1
8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 95 0 3 1
9 Central Georgia 38 0 0 1 53 Northern California 34 0 0 1
10 Central Indiana 18 0 0 1 54 Northern Illinois 30 0 0 1
11 Chesapeake 15 42 9 1 55 Northern New England 17 0 2 1
12 Chicago Metro 43 0 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 33 6 3 1
13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 16 0 0 1
14 Covenant 5 74 4 1 58 Ohio Valley 39 0 0 1
15 Eastern Canada 28 0 2 1 59 Pacific 19 0 1 1
16 Eastern Carolina 52 0 0 1 60 Pacific Northwest
17 Eastern Pennsylvania 26 0 2 1 61 Palmetto 70 0 1 1
18 Evangel 84 1 5 1 62 PeeDee 37 0 1 1
19 Fellowship 38 0 0 1 63 Philadelphia 16 0 0 1
20 Georgia Foothills 42 0 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 16 0 0 1
21 Grace 37 0 2 1 65 Piedmont Triad 39 0 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 40 3 6 1
23 Gulf Coast 37 0 0 1 67 Platte Valley 22 0 0 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 62 1 2 1
25 Heartland 22 2 1 1 69 Providence 51 0 0 1
26 Heritage 35 0 3 1 70 Rio Grande
27 Highlands 35 17 2 1 71 Rocky Mountain 65 0 2 1
28 Hills and Plains 39 0 3 1 72 Savannah River 37 0 1 1
29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 19 8 0 1
30 Illiana 16 0 0 1 74 South Coast
31 lova 75 South Florida 25 0 5 1
32 James River 77 0 0 1 76 South Texas
33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 44 0 0 1
34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 25 0 0 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 65 0 0 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 64 0 0 1
37 Korean Northwest 22 0 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 45 0 1 1
38 Korean Southeastern 82 Susquehanna Valley
39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 48 0 0 1
40 Korean Southwest 25 0 0 1 84 Tidewater 43 0 0 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C.| 31 5 2 1 85 Warrior 28 0 0 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 19 0 3 1
43 Metro Atlanta 93 3 15 1 87 Westminster 30 0 0 1
44 Metropolitan New Yor{ 32 0 0 1 88 Wisconsin 30 1 1 1

Official Totals: For-66 Against - 2
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 7: Amend BCO 33-1 and 34-1, establishing a percentage threshold
for Original Jurisdiction requests. [Overture 8 was answered in the
affirmative as amended.]

33-1.  Process against all a church members—other—than

ini - shall be entered before the Session
of the church to which such members belongs;—except-in
casesofappeal. However, if the Session_does not indict in
either doctrinal cases or instances of public scandal and the

Sessionrefusesto-actin-doctrinal-cases-orinstances-ofpublic
scandal-and-two-other Sessions of at least ten percent (10%)
of churches in the same Presbytery request the Preshytery of

which the church is a member to initiate-proper-orappropriate
action—in—a—case—of process—and—thus assume original
jurisdiction for a case of process {to-firstreceive-and-initialy
hearand-determine) and-adthority, the Presbytery shall do so.
The Presbytery may assess the costs thereof equitably among
the parties, including the petitioning Sessions and the Session
of the church member.

34-1. Process against a minister shall be entered before
the Presbytery of which he is a member. However, if the
Presbytery does not indict in either doctrinal cases or instances
of public scandal and theﬁmsby%ewm&;ses%eaepmdeemml

at least ten
percent (10%) of Presbyteries request the General Assembly
to assume original jurisdiction for a case of process {to—Ffirst
receive-and-nitialhy-hearand-determine), the General Assembly
shall do so. The General Assembly may assess the costs
thereof equitably among the parties, including the petitioning
Presbyteries and the Presbytery of the minister.

So that BCO 33-1 and 34-1 as amended would read:

33-1.  Process against a church member shall be entered
before the Session of the church to which such member
belongs. However, if the Session does not indict in either
doctrinal cases or instances of public scandal and the Sessions
of at least ten percent (10%) of churches in the same
Presbytery request the Presbytery of which the church is a
member to assume original jurisdiction for a case of process,
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the Presbytery shall do so. The Presbytery may assess the
costs thereof equitably among the parties, including the
petitioning Sessions and the Session of the church member.

34-1. Process against a minister shall be entered before the
Presbytery of which he is a member. However, if the
Presbytery does not indict in either doctrinal cases or instances
of public scandal and at least ten percent (10%) of Presbyteries
request the General Assembly to assume original jurisdiction for
a case of process, the General Assembly shall do so. The General
Assembly may assess the costs thereof equitably among the
parties, including the petitioning Presbyteries and the
Presbytery of the minister.

For:33  Against: 35
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ITEM 7: BCO 33-1 and 34-1

Item 7 - BCO 33-1 and 34-1 Item 7 - BCO 33-1 and 34-1

Preshytery For  Against _ Abstain | Paseleot B |Presbytery | For  Against _ Abstain | Passeleot B
1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 80 5 0 1
2 Ascension 22 5 9 1 46 Missouri 12 49 0 1
3 Blue Ridge 11 53 3 1 47 Nashville 10 55 0 1
4 Calvary 79 10 5 1 48 New Jersey 21 0 0 1
5 Canada West 49 New River 4 6 5 1
6 Catawba Valley 35 3 0 1 50 New York State 4 25 0 1
7 Central Carolina 40 2 0 1 51 North Florida 25 1 1 1
8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 55 36 3 1
9 Central Georgia 2 36 1 1 53 Northern California 0 34 3 1
10 Central Indiana 0 17 1 1 54 Northern Illinois 2 26 2 1
11 Chesapeake 0 70 1 1 55 Northern New England 0 19 0 1
12 Chicago Metro 43 1 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 23 12 8 1
13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 14 3 1 1
14 Covenant 15 62 2 1 58 Ohio Valley 28 9 2 1
15 Eastern Canada 0 22 8 1 59 Pacific 10 0 1 1
16 Eastern Carolina 5 36 11 1 60 Pacific Northwest
17 Eastern Pennsylvania 17 6 6 1 61 Palmetto 28 36 7 1
18 Evangel 9 79 1 1 62 PeeDee 7 31 2 1
19 Fellowship 16 17 5 1 63 Philadelphia 3 12 2 1
20 Georgia Foothills 34 2 6 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 14 2 0 1
21 GCrace 13 27 0 1 65 Piedmont Triad 16 20 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 10 34 6 1
23 Gulf Coast 27 10 1 1 67 Platte Valley 5 10 [ 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 7 37 1 1
25 Heartland 23 0 2 1 69 Providence 43 8 3 1
26 Heritage 23 17 4 1 70 Rio Grande
27 Highlands 16 35 5 1 71 Rocky Mountain 55 17 3 1
28 Hills and Plains 9 24 10 1 72 Savannah River 22 17 1 1
29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 27 1 1 1
30 llliana 15 0 1 1 74 South Coast
31 lowa 75 South Florida 14 15 1 1
32 James River 40 39 2 1 76 South Texas
33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 43 1 0 1
34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 1 17 4 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 35 19 8 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 4 54 3 1
37 Korean Northwest 20 0 2 1 81 Suncoast Florida 6 39 1 1
38 Korean Southeastern 82 Susquehanna Valley
39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 34 25 7 1
40 Korean Southwest 2 19 0 1 84 Tidewater 5 34 4 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C. 33 3 2 1 85 Warrior 4 22 2 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 20 0 2 1
43 Metro Atlanta 28 73 10 1 87 Westminster 6 22 2 1
44 Metropolitan New York| 2 21 3 1 88 Wisconsin 25 1 6 1

Official Totals: For-33 Against - 35
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 8: Amend BCO 35, paragraphs 1-5 to allow victim protection
provisions, and renumber paragraphs 6-14 accordingly. [Overture 2021-40 was
answered in the affirmative as amended.]

35-1. Al persons of proper age and intelligence are
competent witnesses, except such as do not believe in the
existence of God, or a future state of rewards and

punishments. Fhe-accused-party-may-be-alowed, but-shall-net
be-compeHed-to-testify—but-the-accuser-shall-berequired-to
testify—on-the-demand-of-the-aceused- Either party has the

right to challenge a witness whom he believes to be
incompetent, and the court shall examine and decide upon his

competency. H-belongsto-thecourtto-judgethedegree—of
eredibthityto-beattachedtoalevidence:

35-2. The accused party is allowed, but shall not be
compelled, to testify; but the accuser shall be required to
testify, on the demand of the accused. A husband or wife shall
not be compelled to bear testimony against one another in any
court.

35-3. A court may, at the request of either party, or at its
own initiative, make reasonable accommodation to prevent
in-person contact with the accused:

a. The court may have testimony taken by
videoconference.

The videoconference shall employ technical means that
ensure that all persons participating in the meeting
can see and hear each other at the same time, and
which allows for live cross-examination by both
parties.

b. The court may restrict the accused from appearing on
the videoconference screen, and when the accused is
represented by counsel (BCO 32-19), cross-
examination shall be conducted by that counsel.

c. In all cases where such accommodation has been
made, videoconference testimony by witnesses under
the age of 18 shall be taken by written interrogatory
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to be read to the witness by a person appointed by the
court in accordance with the applicable provisions of
BCO 35-11.

d. The court shall include in the record of the
proceedings its reasons for this accommodation and
any objection from either party.

35-34. The testimony of more than one witness shall be
necessary in order to establish any charge; yet if, in addition
to the testimony of one witness, corroborative evidence be
produced, the offense may be considered to be proved.

an-appeal-to-the-court—The-court-shall-not-permit-guestions

i i i —It belongs to the
court to judge the degree of credibility to be attached to all

evidence. [Editorial note: In the current BCO, this
sentence is the last sentence in 35-1.]

35-46. No witness afterwards to be examined, unless a
member of the court, shall be present during the examination
of another witness on the same case, if either party object.

35-57. Witnesses shall be examined first by the party
introducing them; then cross-examined by the opposite party;
after which any member of the court, or either party, may put
additional interrogatories. No question shall be put or answered
except by permission of the moderator, subject to an appeal to
the court. The court shall not permit questions frivolous or
irrelevant to the charge at issue. [Editorial note: In the current

BCO, this paragraph is 35-5 — no change in wording.]

Renumber current BCO 35-6 through BCO 35-14 to read
35-8 through 35-15.
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So that BCO 35-1 through 35-6 would read:

35-1. Al persons of proper age and intelligence are
competent witnesses, except such as do not believe in the
existence of God, or a future state of rewards and
punishments. Either party has the right to challenge a witness
whom he believes to be incompetent, and the court shall
examine and decide upon his competency.

35-2. The accused party is allowed, but shall not be
compelled, to testify; but the accuser shall be required to
testify, on the demand of the accused. A husband or wife shall
not be compelled to bear testimony against one another in any
court.

35-3. A court may, at the request of either party, or at its
own initiative, make reasonable accommodation to prevent
in-person contact with the accused:

a. The court may have testimony taken by
videoconference. The videoconference shall employ
technical means that ensure that all persons
participating in the meeting can see and hear each
other at the same time, and which allows for live
cross-examination by both parties.

b. The court may restrict the accused from appearing on
the videoconference screen, and when the accused is
represented by counsel (BCO 32-19), cross-
examination shall be conducted by that counsel.

c. In all cases where such accommodation has been
made, videoconference testimony by witnesses under
the age of 18 shall be taken by written interrogatory
to be read to the witness by a person appointed by the
court in accordance with the applicable provisions of
BCO 35-11.

d. The court shall include in the record of the
proceedings its reasons for this accommodation and
any objection from either party.

35-4.  The testimony of more than one witness shall be
necessary in order to establish any charge; yet if, in addition
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to the testimony of one witness, corroborative evidence be
produced, the offense may be considered to be proved.

35-5. It belongs to the court to judge the degree of
credibility to be attached to all evidence.

35-6. No witness afterwards to be examined, unless a
member of the court, shall be present during the examination
of another witness on the same case, if either party object.

35-7. Witnesses shall be examined first by the party
introducing them; then cross-examined by the opposite party;
after which any member of the court, or either party, may put
additional interrogatories. No question shall be put or
answered except by permission of the moderator, subject to
an appeal to the court. The court shall not permit questions
frivolous or irrelevant to the charge at issue.

Renumber current BCO 35-6 through BCO 35-14 to read
35-8 through 35-15.

For: 65 Against: 3
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ITEM 8: BCO 35

Item 8 - BCO 35 Item 8 - BCO 35

|Presbylery For _ Against _ Abstain |Passed|Not B2 Preshytery For _ Against _ Abstain |Passed|N0t P.
1 Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 86 0 0 1
2 Ascension 35 0 0 1 46 Missouri 60 0 2 1
3 Blue Ridge 59 1 3 1 47 Nashville 68 0 0 1
4 Calvary 90 0 0 1 48 New Jersey 21 0 0 1
5 Canada West 49 New River 14 0 1 1
6 Catawba Valley 38 0 0 1 50 New York State 29 0 0 1
7 Central Carolina 51 0 0 1 51 North Florida 21 0 4 1
8 Central Florida 52 North Texas 72 0 2 1
9 Central Georgia 38 0 0 1 53 Northern California 34 0 0 1
10 Central Indiana 18 0 0 1 54 Northern Illinois 28 0 1 1
11 Chesapeake 12 46 7 1 55 Northern New England 18 0 1 1
12 Chicago Metro 43 0 0 1 56 Northwest Georgia 33 0 3 1
13 Columbus Metro 57 Ohio 16 0 1 1
14 Covenant 73 1 5 1 58 Ohio Valley 37 1 1 1
15 Eastern Canada 28 0 2 1 59 Pacific 23 0 13 1
16 Eastern Carolina 52 0 0 1 60 Pacific Northwest
17 Eastern Pennsylvania 24 1 3 1 61 Palmetto 65 3 3 1
18 Evangel 82 0 3 3 62 PeeDee 33 2 3 1
19 Fellowship 37 0 0 1 63 Philadelphia 16 0 1 1
20 Georgia Foothills 42 0 2 1 64 Philadelphia Metro W. 16 0 0 1
21 Grace 41 0 0 1 65 Piedmont Triad 40 0 0 1
22 Great Lakes 66 Pittsburgh 46 2 3 1
23 Gulf Coast 37 0 0 1 67 Platte Valley 22 0 0 1
24 Gulfstream 68 Potomac 66 0 1 1
25 Heartland 12 10 3 1 69 Providence 51 0 0 1
26 Heritage 35 0 3 1 70 Rio Grande
27 Highlands 55 0 1 1 71 Rocky Mountain 70 0 1 1
28 Hills and Plains 41 0 2 1 72 Savannah River 38 0 1 1
29 Houston Metro 73 Siouxlands 30 0 0 1
30 Illiana 16 0 0 1 74 South Coast
31 lova 75 South Florida 28 0 2 1
32 James River 13 61 5 1 76 South Texas
33 Korean Capital 77 Southeast Alabama 23 15 6 1
34 Korean Central 78 Southern Louisiana 21 0 0 1
35 Korean Eastern 79 Southern New England 62 0 1 1
36 Korean Northeastern 80 Southwest Florida 57 2 1 1
37 Korean Northwest 22 0 0 1 81 Suncoast Florida 45 0 1 1
38 Korean Southeastern 82 Susquehanna Valley
39 Korean Southern 83 Tennessee Valley 57 4 5 1
40 Korean Southwest 22 0 0 1 84 Tidewater 43 0 0 1
41 Korean Southwest O.C.| 35 0 3 1 85 Warrior 28 0 1 1
42 Lowcountry 86 West Hudson 19 0 3 1
43 Metro Atlanta 101 5 5 1 87 Westminster 2 26 2 1
44 Metropolitan New Yor{ 32 0 0 1 88 Wisconsin 27 0 2 1

Official Totals: For-65 Against - 3
Number of Presbyteries: 88

Number Reporting: 68

2/3 approval is: 59
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ITEM 9: Amend BCO 38-1, regarding counsel for a case without process,
by the addition of a final sentence. [Overture 2021-35 was answered in the
affirmative as amended.]

BCO 38-1. When any person shall come forward and make
his offense known to the court, a full statement of the facts
shall be recorded and judgment rendered without process. In
handling a confession of guilt, it is essential that the person
intends to confess and permit the court to render judgment
without process. Statements made by him in the presence of
the court must not be taken as a basis of a judgment without
process except by his consent. In the event a confession is
intended, a full statement of the facts should be approved by
the accused, and by the court, before the court proceeds to a
judgment. The accused person has the right of complaint
against the judgment. The person has the right to be assisted
by counsel at any point, in accord with the stipulations of BCO
32-19.

For:68  Against: 0

157


https://pcaga.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Overture-2021-35-Pacific-NW-BCO-38-1-Right-of-Counsel.pdf
https://byfaithonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Overture-2021-35-Final.pdf

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ITEM 9: BCO 38-1
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Item 9 - BCO 38-1

Item 9 - BCO 38-1

Presbytery For Against  Abstain | Passeleot P. Presbytery For Against  Abstain | Pasedl Not P.
Arizona 45 Mississippi Valley 85 0 0 1
Ascension 34 1 0 1 46 Missouri 60 0 2 1
Blue Ridge 59 1 0 1 47 Nashville 69 0 1 1
Calvary 92 0 0 1 48 New Jersey 21 0 0 1
Canada West 49 New River 14 0 0 1
Catawba Valley 38 0 0 1 50 New York State 28 0 1 1
Central Carolina 51 0 0 1 51 North Florida 27 0 1 1
Central Florida 52 North Texas 96 0 2 1
Central Geo