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PART I

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
COMMITTEES AND OFFICES

Officers of the General Assembly

Moderator
Judge Leon F. Hendrick 

P. O. Box 1473 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Stated Clerk
The Rev. Morton H. Smith 

P. O. Box 256 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056 

Phone: 601-924-7403

Offices of the General Assembly

Business Administrator
Dr. Dan Moore 
P. O. Box 6287 

Columbus, Georgia 31907 
Phone: 404-563-4616

Coordinator for Christian Education and Publications
The Rev. Paul G. Settle 
1020 Monticello Court 

Montgomery, Alabama 36109 
Phone: 205-277-3100

Coordinator for Mission to the United States
The Rev. L arry  C. Mills 

P. O. Box 16302 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Phone: 601-981-4241

Coordinator for Mission to the World
The Rev. John Kyle 

P. O. Box 1744 
Decatur, Georgia 30031 

Phone: 404-292-8345



4 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I. PERMANENT COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

Teaching Elders: Ruling Elders:
Class of 1979

J. B. Caulfield
W ater Valley, Mississippi 38965 

L. M. Young
720 Chester Avenue, N.W. 
Roanoke, Virginia 24017

Class of 1978
Frank E. Smith S. Elliott Belcher
804 North Mills Drive Brent, Alabama 35034
Johnson City, Tennessee 37601

Harold R. Patteson 
629 Wildwood
Columbia, South Carolina 29203

Class of 1977
E. Crowell Cooley William Swain
406 South Navy Boulevard 9111 Aduana Avenue
W arrington, Florida 32507 Miami, Florida 33146

William Joseph 
3230 Thomas Avenue 
Montgomery Alabama 36106

Class of 1976
John Spencer 
3500 Mill Run Road 
Birmingham, Alabama 35223

classes of members, the following are Ex Officio 
members of the Committee on Administration:

The Moderator:
Judge Leon Hendrick 
P. O. Box 1473 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

The Immediate Past Moderator:
The Rev. Erskine L. Jackson 
P. O. Box 577
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090

The Stated Clerk:
The Rev. Morton H. Smith
P. O. Box 256
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

The Chairmen of the three Perm anent Committees, which the By Laws 
stipulate are to be elected at the first meeting of the Committee following the 
General Assembly, for this year are:

Gordon Reed, Chairman 
14101 S.W. 99th Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33156
Charles Dunahoo 
1596 Collier Drive, S.E. 
Smyrna, Georgia 30080
In addition to the above

Bruce Wideman 
First Presbyterian Church 
P. O. Box 4862 
Jackson, Mississippi 39216
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Committee for Christian Education and Publications:
The Rev. Harold Borchert 
P. O. Box 336 
Miami, Florida 33157

Committee on Mission to the United States:
The Rev. Cecil Williamson 
221 Cone Drive 
Selma, Alabama 36701

Committee on Mission the the World:
The Rev. Donald B. Patterson
P. O. Box 4862
Jackson, Mississippi 39216

Alternates
Paul E. Rowland E. C. Hammond
93 Main Street 324 Blanton Road, N.W.
Savannah, Georgia 31408 Atlanta, Georgia 30342

Consultant on Administration until June 1, 1976
Business Administrator after June 1, 1976

Ruling Elder Dan Moore 
P. O. Box 6287 
Columbus, Georgia 31907

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS
Teaching Elders

Wick Broomall 
1096 N. Carter 
Decatur, Georgia 30030

James E. Moore 
3340 Lynchburg 
Memphis, Tennessee 38118

Ruling Elders
Class of 1978

Robert H. Kirksey 
Aliceville, Alabama 35442

Class of 1977
George Gulley 
505 Storm Avenue 
Brookhaven, Mississippi 39601

Class of 1976
Todd Allen, Chairman John Barnes
4311 M onserrate Avenue 652 Sedgewood Drive
Coral Gables, Florida 33146 Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730

Alternates
John Holmes
1401 Bonita Avenue
Opelika, Alabama 36801

James Wilkerson, Jr. 
Woodville, Mississippi 39669

TRUSTEES FOR THE INSURANCE AND ANNUITY FUND
Class of 1980: Rev. Thomas Barnes 

P. O. Box 385 
Itta  Bena, Mississippi 38941
Mr. Chester B. Hall 
401 Dorsey Way 
Louisville, Kentucky 40223
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Class of 1979: Mr. Alexander McKensey 
408 Boyd Lane 
Tyler, Texas 75701

Class of 1978: Mr. William Swain
c/o Florida National Bank of Coral Gables
P. O. Box 1609
Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Mr. Jam es E. Allen
c/o Deposit G uaranty National Bank
P. O. Box 1200
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Class of 1977: Rev. E. Crowell Cooley
406 South Navy Boulevard 
Pensacola, Florida 32507

Class of 1976: Mr. William Joseph 
3230 Thomas Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36106
Rev. H arry Schutte 
3100 Covenant Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29204
A nnuity Office 
P. O. Box 6287 
Columbus, Georgia 31907

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Mr. C. E. Hornsby 
Centreville, Alabama 35042

Mr. William J. McLeod, Jr. 
P. O. Box 68
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

Teaching Elders Ruling1 Elders
Class of 1978

Timothy Fortner
1303 Bellemeade Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Ivan Ward
Route #2, Box 136
Greeneville, Tennessee 37743

Class of 1977
William A. Mcllwaine 
1107 East Hernandez 
Pensacola, Florida 32503

Jam es Peaster
964 Belaire Circle
Yazoo City, Mississippi 39194

Class of 1976
Donald C. Graham, Chairman 
3433 Robinson Bayou Circle 
Panam a City, Florida 32401

John Clark
2724 Ingleside Avenue
Macon, Georgia 31204

Morton H. Smith, Stated Clerk, 
Ex Officio 
P .O. Box 256 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Alternates
Leon Wardell
150 Kempsville Road
Norfolk, Virginia 23502

Curtice Eatman
c/o Eutaw Presbyterian Church 
300 Main Street 
Eutaw, Alabama 35462
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COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS
Teaching Elders

Class of
Thomas Patete
P. O. Box 312
Marks, Mississippi 38646

Don K. Clements 
1307 East 37th Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31404

Class of
Jack B. Scott
700 Meadowhill Lane
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Class of
Harold Borchert, Chairman 
P. O. Box 336 
Miami, Florida 33157
James A. Turner 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Felder at Hull
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Class of
E. Lee Trinkle III 
7803 Hestia Place 
Pensacola, Florida 32506

Ruling Elders
1979

Charles Parks
2232 Wilkins Street
Burlington, North Carolina 27215

1978
Edward Robeson
119 York S treet
Chester, South Carolina 29706
Roy Gamble
12101 S.W. 188th Terrace
Miami, Florida 33157

1977
Donald Boerama 
1261 Ramiro
Coral Gables, Florida 33156

1976
Hugh Cunningham 
229 N.W. 14th Avenue 
Gainesville, Florida 32501
Frank  Horton 
704 Leake Street 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Alternates
R. Eugene Hunt O. H. Smith III
5848 Vesta Brook Drive 1806 East Blount S treet
Morrow, Georgia 30260 Pensacola, Florida 32503

Coordinator
The Rev. Paul G. Settle 
1020 Monticello Court 

Montgomery, Alabama 36109

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES 
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class of 1979
J. Philip Clark J. T. Russell
610 North Glendale Avenue 101 Westview Place
Glendale, California 91206 Waynesville, N orth Carolina 28786

W alter Hatterick 
W hite Oak Pike 
Cynthiana, K entucky 41031
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Robert A. Koren 
7806 N.W. 74th Terrace 
Tamarac, Florida 33313
Henry M. Hope, Jr. 
2193 Vineville Avenue 
Macon, Georgia 31204

Frank Barker
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Class of 1978
Harold Tolsma 
2248 Swift Boulevard 
Houston, Texas 77025

Cecil Williamson, Chairman 
221 Cone Drive 
Selma, Alabama 36701
Ben Haden
554 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

Class of 1977
Robert Wilcox 
Route #2
Denver, North Carolina 28037
Vernon Cotten
204 Cotten Boulevard
Carthage, Mississippi 39051

Class of 1976
William Stevenson 
3917 Ridgewood Drive 
Smyrna, Georgia 30080

Alternates
A rthur Broadwick
P. O. Box 505-B
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15205

B. W. Gallagher
1822 Roundhill Terrace
Charleston, West Virginia 25314

Coordinator
The Rev. Larry C. Mills 
P. O. Box 16302 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD
Teaching Elders

Lardner Moore
618 North Cleveland
Sherman, Texas 75090
Kennedy Sm artt 
1600 Atlantic S treet 
Hopewell, Virginia 23806

William J. Stanway 
912 Live Oak Drive 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Ruling Elders
Class of 1979

Kenneth Keyes
P. O. Box 341716
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

Class of 1978
H. Clifford Horton 
Highway 17 South 
Aliceville, Alabama 35442
Charles T. Wolf, Jr.
1804 Crystal Lake Circle 
Macon, Georgia 31206

Class of 1977
Jam es Baird
263 Candler Drive
Macon, Georgia 31204

Gerald Sovereign 
324 Valencia
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561
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David E. Hamilton 
1805 Vaughn Road 
Burlington, N orth Carolina 27215

Class of 1976
Donald B. Patterson, Chairman Jay  Wood
P. O. Box 4862 3939 Briarcliff Road, N.E.
Jackson, Mississippi 39216 Atlanta, Georgia 30329

Roger DeHaven 
3911 Pinedale 
Tyler, Texas 75701

Alternates
W. H. Benchoff James H. Campbell
Box 289, Route #1 1913 Lynn Cove Lane
Roebuck, South Carolina 29376 Virginia Beach, Virginia 23454

Coordinator
The Rev. John Kyle 
P. O. Box 1744 
Decatur, Georgia 30031

ASSEMBLY THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class of 1978
David Jussely H arry P. Musser
P. O. Box 9125 903 Evanwood Road
Centreville, Mississippi 39631 P. O. Box 2109

Charleston, West Virginia 25328

Class of 1977
John McNicoll Howard Q. Davis
3802 NASA Route #1 Indianola, Mississippi 38751
Seabrook, Texas 77596

Class of 1976
John Oliver Ligon Duncan
642 Telfair S treet 12 Afton Avenue
Augusta, Georgia 30902 Greenville, South Carolina 29601

Alternates
Daniel Morse Robert Scruggs
701 Tanglewood Drive 147 Dover
Clinton, Mississippi 39056 Spartanburg, South Carolina 29301

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE NUMBER OF OFFICES
OF THE CHURCH

Teaching Elders
Don K. Clements 
1307 East 37th Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31404
Donald Dunkerley 
1220 East Blount Street 
Pensacola, Florida 32503

Ruling Elders
Ligon Duncan 
12 Afton Avenue
Greenville, South Carolina 29601

Robert H. Kirksey 
Aliceville, Alabama 35442
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Morton H. Smith 
P. O. Box 256 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056
Dr. R. C. Sproule 
Ligonier Valley Study Center 
Route #1
Stahlstown, Pennsylvania 15687

For the A d-Interim  Committee:
“3-31 The Assembly adopted the following motion: The whole m atter be

committed to a new Ad-Interim  Committee which shall be elected after nomi­
nation by the Nominating Committee . . . 3-33 That the answers to overtures 
on administration of sacraments by ruling elders (1974 Minutes 2-29); right 
of a session to elect its own m oderator (1974 Minutes 2-70); office of assistant 
pastor (1974 Minutes 2-71); and one concerning the nature of ordination (1974 
Minutes 2-98), be committed to the new A d-Interim  Committee for their study 
and answer to the Fourth General Assembly . . . 3-83 Instruction to the Ad- 
Interim  Committee. The Assembly charged the A d-Interim  Committee on Num ­
ber of Offices in the Church to include in its report exegitical defenses of both 
the two office and three office views.”

John C. Snyder
603 Cortland Drive, East
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania 15136
Jules Vroon
100 North Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33132

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS

Teaching Elders
Charles H. Dunahoo, Chairman 
1956 Collier Drive, S.E.
Smyrna, Georgia 30080
Frank M. Barker, Jr.
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive 
Birmingham, Alabama 35243
Donald B. Patterson 
P. O. Box 4862 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
Morton H. Smith 
P. O. Box 256 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Ruling Elders
John Barnes
652 Sedgewood Drive
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29731
W. Jack Williamson 
P. O. Box 467 
Greenville, Alabama 36037

SPECIAL EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Ruling EldersTeaching Elders

O. Palm er Robertson 
W estminster Theological Seminary 
Chestnut Hill
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 18119

Harold R. Patteson 
629 Wildwood
Columbia, South Carolina 29203

G. Aiken Taylor 
P. O. Box 3108
Asheville, North Carolina 28802

Fred D. Thompson, Jr.
P. O. Box 161
Roebuck, South Carolina 29376

M. B. Swayze
1205 Rose Hill Circle
Jackson, Mississippi 39202

The General Assembly adopted the following regarding the Special Constitu­
tional Documents Editorial Committee:
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3-19 “ (1) That this General Assembly complete the process of adopting the 
Book of Church Order (Form of Government, Rules of Discipline, Directory for 
Worship), as presented by the Committee on Constitutional Documents, including 
whatever action the Assembly may determine upon the report of the A d-Interim  
Committee to Study the Number of Offices in the Church.

(2) That the Assembly tu rn  the completed Book of Church Order over to 
the Editorial Committee, authorizing a thorough editing of the whole, agreeable 
to the form and content of the sample pages appended to this report. Where 
this work includes proposed substantive changes, these shall be added as a lte r­
nate reading clearly m arked and identified in the text to facilitate Assembly 
consideration.

(3) That the Committee on Constitutional Documents be continued for 
consultation with this Committee in any m atters affecting substance.

(4) That the finished product be submitted in time to be distributed to the 
churches at least three months before the meeting of the General Assembly to 
which it will be submitted for adoption.”
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PART II JOURNAL 
MINUTES — TUESDAY AFTERNOON 

September 9, 1975 
First Session 

3-1 The Assembly Called to Order
The Third General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ameri­

ca, meeting a t the F irst Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi, 
was called to order a t 1:00 P.M. on September 9, 1975, by the Modera­
tor, Teaching Elder Erskine L. Jackson, who led the Assembly in an 
opening prayer, afte r the Assembly had sung “Crown Him with Many 
Crowns.”
3-2 Report on Enrollment and Determination of a Quorum

The Stated Clerk announced a quorum was present.
The final enrollment of Commissioners is recorded as follows:

1. PRESBYTERY OF THE ASCENSION 
Churches Teaching Elders
Volant, Church of the

Living Word Richard C. Knodel
Akron, Faith Carl W. Bogue
Pittsburgh, Providence A rthur Broadwick
Monroeville, Sovereign Grace Frank Moser

Eric Perrin  
Palm er Robertson 
Alvin W. Smith

2. CALVARY PRESBYTERY 
Churches
Reidville, Antioch 
Gaffney, Beech Street 
Clover, Bethel 
Kingstree, Bethel 
Greenville, Calvary 
Moore, Center Point 
Columbia, Covenant

Columbia, Eau Claire 
Fountain Inn, Fairview 
Cheraw, Faith 
York, Filbert 
Laurens, Friendship 
Greer, Fulton 
Rock Hill, Hopewell 
Abbeville, Lebanon 
Roebuck, Mt. Calvary 
Kingstree, Mouzon 
McConnells, Olivet 
Abbeville, New Hope 
Spartanburg, Powell 
Greenville, Reedy River 
Reidville, Reidville 
Roebuck, Roebuck 
Blair, Salem

Teaching Elders
Joseph Beale

Vernon N. West 
Karl E. Woodmansee 
John Smith, Jr.
Fred D. Thompson, Jr. 
Harry T. Schutte 
W. Alan Mugler

Harold R. Patteson 
Kenneth E. Pollock 
Charles S. Olim 
Wayne Rogers 
Lonnie A. Priest 
Loren V. Watson

R. Grady Love 
W. Henry Benchoff 
K arl Woodmansee 
Samuel B. Hoyt 
James L. Moss 
Jack Giddings 
J. Gaynor Phillips 
Joseph Beale 
Fred D. Thompson, Jr. 
Kenneth Barnes

Ruling Elders

James Bruder 
John Snyder 
W arren Diven

Ruling Elders
Jam es Hudson 
John P. Bell, Sr. 
R. Pressley Riddle

Robert McAbee 
John Goodman 
E. W. Jackson 
Royce Waites 
Archie Barron

John Hall 
F rank G ibert 
W. Elmer Mathis 
Carl Barfield 
Bill Wilson 
Jam es C. Turner

W alter Love 
Harold Uldrick

Tray Traynham  
Joseph W. DeYoung
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Churches
Gaffney, Salem 
Sardinia, Sardinia 
Clover, Scherer Memorial 
Greenville, Second

Chester, Trinity 
Abbeville, Union 
Salters, Union 
Rock Hill, W estminster

Chester, Zion

Teaching Elders
Rodney King 
Robert Korn 
Vernon N. West

Curtis W. Medlin 
Willis D. Kerley

Donald Giesmann

Samuel B. Hoyt, Jr.
Fred E. Manning 
Hugh Powlison 
Charles Wilson

3. CAROLINA PRESBYTERY 
Churches
Goldsboro, Antioch 
Locust, Carolina 
Belmont, E. Belmont 
Stanley, First 
Denver, Lakeshore 
China Grove, New Hope 
Charlotte, New Life 
Burlington. Northside

Princton, Progressive 
Belmont, South Point 
High Point, W estminster
4. CENTRAL GEORGIA PRESBYTERY

Teaching Elders
J. Lewis Baker 
R. Thomas Cheely

William T. Smith 
Dewey D. Murphy 
B. David Gullet

David Hamilton

J. Lewis Baker 
Jack Bowling 
William Jones

Garden City,
Chapel-in-the-Gardens 

Savannah, Eastern Heights 
Gainesville, Faith 
Savannah, Faith 
Macon, First

Savannah, Hull Memorial 
Savannah, Independent 

of Montgomery 
Sylvania, Liberty 
Perry, Perry 
Macon, Vineville

Jacksonville, Westminster

Teaching Elders

Paul F. Rowland 
Don K. Clements 
William Thompson

Jam es M. Baird, Jr. 
Henry Schum

Oliver N. Hamby 
Jam es H. Stew art 
Henry M. Hope, Jr.

Tim Fortner
Jam es P. Campbell, Jr. 
John W. P. Oliver

5. COVENANT PRESBYTERY
Churches
Vaiden, Blackmonton 
Carrollton, Carrollton 
Little Rock, Covenant 
Charleston, First 
Clarendon, First 
Indianola, First 
W ater Valley, First 
I tta  Bena, Itta  Bena 
Jackson, Johnson Memorial

Teaching Elders
Claude D. Gamble, Jr. 
Robert S. Hayes
G. David Russell 
John P. Baldwin 
David E. Goodrum 
M errill Easterlin 
Edwin P. Elliott, Jr. 
Thomas F. Barnes 
Fred E. Manning, Jr.

Ruling Elders
Ted Bankhead 
Norman McFaddin 
Leon C. Glenn 
J. L. Duncan 
C. S. Patterson 
Edward Robeson, III 
William Fisher 
George David 
Robert M. Sumner 
Reid Roach 
J. Simpson Darby

Ruling Elders

Raymond Parnell 
J. P. Carpenter 
H unter Garrison 
Robert D. Wilcox 
John Houston 
David C. Lockwood, Jr. 
William T. Stratford 
William W. Haynes 
Robert D. Woodard 
Paul N. Ratchford

Ruling Elders

Edward Q uarterm an 
Jam es Luce 
A. P ierre Vidal 
Ben H. Zeigler 
Thurston D. Futch, Jr. 
John T. Clark 
Raymond Rehm

Howard Haupt

Aldene Lasseter 
John A. Blount 
Charles T. Wolf, Jr. 
Porter Ramsey

Ruling Elders

S. P. Riales 
L. L. Langford 
Elmo Lamb 
Elliott McCabe 
Marion Bickett 
Jam es K. Baddley 
Cleveland Davis 
Earl Jaggers
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Marks, Marks 
Morgan City, Morgan City 
W ater Valley, Oak Ridge 
Columbus, Pres. Church of 

Columbus 
Vaiden, Shongalo

Churches Teaching Elders
Thomas R. Patete 
Thomas F. Barnes 
Edwin P. Elliott, Jr.

Stanley Hartm an 
Claude D. Gamble, Jr.
Robert Mabson 
Ford Williams

6. EVANGEL PRESBYTERY
Churches
Birmingham, Briarwood

Teaching Elders
Frank M. Barker, Jr. 
Dr. Peter R. Doyle 
Ken Wilson

Shorter, Calebee 
Clayton, Clayton 
Clio, Clio
Hueytown, Continuing PC 
Courtland, Courtland 
Montgomery, Covenant 
Gadsden, Eastside 
Huntsville, Ebenezer 
Anniston, Faith 
Birmingham, Faith 
Gadsden, First

Greenville, First 
Montgomery, First

Muscle Shoals, First 
Prattville, First 
Troy, First 
Tuscumbia, First 
Eufaula Friendship 
LaFayette, LaFayette 
Millbrook, Millbrook 
Waverly, New Harmony 
Montgomery, Oak Park  
Ozark, Ozark 
Clio, Pea River 
Clayton, Pleasant View 
Montgomery, Providence 
Gadsden, Rainbow 
Montgomedy, Trinity

William Giddens, Jr, 
James Dodson 
Charles F. Gwin

Charles Young 
James B. Sherwood 
H ubert S tew art 
Joe York 
George Mitchell 
Wayne C. Herring 
Jam es Bland 
Gerald G. Morgan 
William C. Carlson 
William H. Bell, Jr. 
Harry N. Miller

Dennis Disselkoen 
Adrian DeYoung 
John Clelland 
Ronald Siegenthaler 
Joseph P. McGhan 
William Giddens, Jr. 
William C. Dinwiddie 
William Giddens, Jr.

David Crocker 
Charles F. Gwin 
Jam es Dodson

Roy Taylor 
Robert Ostenson

Opelika, Trinity 
Notasulga, Woodland 
Gadsden, Ward Memorial 

Chapel 
Huntsville, Ye Old Barn

John D. Holmes 
William Giddens, Jr. 
William C. Carlson

John Register

Frank Morse 
Jam es L. Lyons 
W. Ingram  Philips 
Paul Settle 
H arris Langford

Lewis Graeber 
J. W. Downing

Ruling Elders

John Russell 
Claude Hatcher

Ruling Elders
John Spencer 
John McKinstry 
Tom Leopard 
Aubrey Miree

Henry S. Thigpen

Forrest Cross 
Johnnie Stallings 
C. O. Baker, Jr. 
Joby W alker

Owen Leach 
W. J. Musselman

Jack Williamson 
Charles Hightower 
Donald M. Mclnnis

Rudolph Russell

Jam es Crump

Alton Courtney 
Clarence Atkinson

Luther Mills 
Ben Connally 
W. F. Joseph, Jr. 
C. M. Henderson 
Robert Carnes 
Jam es T. Johnson 
John Brown

Hugh Smith
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9. LOUISIANA PRESBYTERY
Churches
Opelousas, First 
Shreveport, Grace 
Alexandria, Jackson St. 
Ruston, John Knox 
Baton Rouge, Monte Sano

Teaching Elders
George H. Taylor, Jr. 
David Bryson

Jam es Lipscomb 
William Frisbee
William L. Mosal

Allen Long 
Joe M. Hunt 
Dick Ayres 
Volney Pierce 
Ralph Underwood

Ruling Elders

10. MID-ATLANTIC PRESBYTERY
Churches
Norfolk, Calvary 
Richmond, Calvin 
Chester, Centralia 
Virginia Beach, Westminster 
Madison Heights, Faith 
Baltimore, Inverness 
Virginia Beach, New 

Covenant 
Martinsburg, Pilgrim  
Manassas, Reformed 
Petersburg, Tabb St. 
Lutherville, Valley 
Hopewell, West End

Teaching Elders
Leon F. Wardell

Russell G. Flaxman 
Harold V. Kuhn 
Onesimus Rundus

Edwin P. Elliott 
Jam es G. Edwards 
Ronald C. Harding 
Kennedy Sm artt

Hopewell, West Hopewell Timothy J. Keller
Ronald Bossom 
Christian Keidel 
Bill Iverson

11. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY PRESBYTERY 
Churches Teaching Elders
Jackson, Alta Woods B. I. Anderson

Bailey, Bailey 
Edwards, Bethesda 
DeKalb. Bloomfield 
Brandon, Brandon 
Philadelphia, Carolina 
Carthage, Carthage

DeKalb, DeKalb 
Delhi, Delhi

Edwards, Edwards 
Belzoni, First

Houston, First 
Jackson, First

Kosciusko. First

Lexington, First 
Louisville, First 
Philadelphia, First 
Yazoo City, First 
Forest, Forest

Ronnie Willis

Joseph H. Armfield, Jr. 
Robert Sweet 
John Allen Little 
Malcolm A. Bonner

Joseph H. Armfield, Jr. 
Paul Lipe

Cecil Brooks

Donald B. Patterson 
William W hitwer 
Bruce Wideman 
Ronald Musselman 
Erskine L. Jackson

Howard Allen 
Thomas A. Cook 
John Allen Little 
William C. Hughes 
Charley Chase

Ruling Elders
George H. Parron 
Daniel B. Ice 
Eugene Friedline

A. Frankland Brandt

Jam es H. Campbell 
Lester Kerns 
Jam es W. Kemper

J. Brookes Smith, Jr. 
W alter Lastovica 
Thomas Blount 
Sidney S. Harrison

Ruling Elders
F. D. Ingebretsen 
W. R. Smith
G. W. Crawley 
Watson Flowers

J. C. Herring

Vernon R. Cotten 
J. H arry  Sasser, 

A lternate

John O’Neal 
Malcolm McEacharn, 

A lternate
F. E. Brasfield 
Harold H. Stillions 
S. A. McLain, A lternate 
Wesley Patch 
Leon Hendrick 
Robert Cannada 
Ralph Landrum 
Stokes Robertson 
Hu eh Potts 
J. R. Lane, A lternate 
W alter Sullivan 
Moses T riplett 
T. D. Bassett 
W. S. Perry, Jr.
Joseph Clarke
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Churches
Ofahoma, Forest Grove 
Goodman, Goodman 
Lauderdale, Lauderdale 
Macon, Macon

Bailey, Mt. Carmel 
Madison, Mt. Hermon 
Clinton, Mt. Salus

Newton, Newton 
Jackson, North Park

Canton, Old Madison 
Pearl, Pearl
Preston, Pleasant Springs 
Jackson, Power Memorial 
Raymond, Raymond 
Scooba, Scooba 
Shuqualak. Shuqualak 
Jackson, St. Paul 
Tchula, Tchula 
Union, Union 
West, West 
Jackson, W estminster 
Meridian, W estminster 
Vicksburg. Westminster 
Terry, Wynndale

Teaching Elders
Malcolm A. Bonner

Henry Bishop, Jr.

Ronnie Willis

A. Bernard Kuiper

R. Dale McCord 
Brister Ware

Robert D. Fitler 
Joseph H. Armfield, Jr.

Jack Eubanks

Danton Ketchum 
Michael Schnieder 
Joseph A. Pipa 
William H. Smith

Thomas Llewelyn

John T. Allen 
Doyle A. Hulse

Daniel R. Morse 
John Kyle 
J. Paul Poynor 
Jack Scott 
Morton H. Smith 
Jack Tackett 
William W. Wymond 
Douglas McCullough

Ruling Elders

Paul Hand
B. B. Clark 
Lynn F. Sprecher 
John Barrett, A lternate 
Ernest Flora, A lternate 
Ernest George,

A lternate 
Mike Bonito
H. C. Raymond 
A. D. Owings 
W alter Gwin, A lternate 
Marks Jenkins 
Joe Bowden 
Cecil McNeil, A lternate 
Frank O. Chisolm 
Will Moore Brown

P. J. Parkm an 
L. K. Clark
C. C. Fleming 
W. H. McCann 
Kenny McCain 
John E. Hays

W alter Camnb°ll 
Henry B. Phillips 
Howard Secrest 
Woodland G. Shockley 
Clvde W. Reeves 
G uerrant Smathers, 

A lternate 
Ray Sullivan, A lternate

12. NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY
Churches Teaching Elders
St. Albans, Covenant David L. Williams
Charleston, Faith Charles W. McNutt
Charleston, Kanawha Salines John R. Dodd 
Charleston, Rebecca 

Littlepage Charles W. McNutt
Charleston, So. Ruffner William Fitzhenry

W arren Thuston 
Roanoke. W estminster Michael Bolus
Craigsville, Lebanon Linwood G. Wilkes

Ruling Elders
Alexander Kelemen 
James Miller 
Oliver Blake

Robert Kresge 
Lawrence Stalnaker

Douglas Dority

13. NORTH GEORGIA PRESBYTERY 
Churches Teaching Elders
Roswell, Chalcedon Joseph M orecraft
Chestnut Mtn.. Chestnut Mtn.
Atlanta, Emmanuel Richard Hunt

Ruling Elders

Bobby Strickland 
Rufus E. Bolton
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Fayetteville, Faith 
Decatur, Grace 
Powder Springs, Midway 
Smyrna, Smyrna

Lithonia, Wee K irk

Churches Teaching Elders
Robert Allyn 
Edwin Cunningham, Jr. 
Wilson Smith 
Charles Dunahoo 
Michael Woodham 
Robert G. Valentine
Samuel S. Cappel 
Young H. Park  
Ben Wilkinson 
Hugh Linton 
David W. Clowney

14. PACIFIC 
Churches
Scottsdale, Trinity

PRESBYTERY
Teaching Elders
G errit DeYoung

Santa Barbara, W estminster 
Glendale, Calvary 

Independent 
Seattle. Laurelhurst Com. Ch.
Los Alamos, Sangre de Cristo Wayne Buchtel

J. Philip Clark

Paul McKaughan

15. SOUTHERN FLORIDA 
Churches
Ft. Lauderdale, Bethany 
Ft. Lauderdale, Covenant

Wauchula, Faith 
Coral Springs, First 
Tamarac, First 
Coral Gables, Granada

Ocala, Grace 
Miami, Kendall

Lake Worth, Lake Osborne 
Miami, LeJeune

PRESBYTERY 
Teaching Elders
David Todd 
Daniel Sulc 
H arry C. George, III 
Russell D. Toms 
Ross Bair 
Robert Koren 
Leonard H. Bullock 
Hal E. McNeely

Jim m y Young 
Gordon K. Reed 
Lawrence C. Roff 
Lynn Downing 
Robert Duhs

Miami, Pinelands
Delray Beach, Seacrest Blvd. Joseph A. W arner 
Tampa, Seminole Richard Watson

Kenneth Ironside 
Miami, Shenandoah Todd Allen

Boca Raton, Spanish River 
Miami, Trinity

David Nicholas

James Bowen 
Jack Hosman 
Ronald Swafford 
Lesli Thompson 
Jim m y Young

16. TENNESSEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY 
Churches Teaching Elders
Chattanooga. Brainerd Hills Charles E. Turner 
Knoxville, Ebenezer David G. K. Howe
Chattanooga, First Ben Haden

James Graden 
Charles H. Scott 
James Holcomb, Jr.

James R. W estlake

Ruling Elders

Ruling Elders

Ray Hasselbring

George Kipper 
David Forslund

Ruling Elders
Cliff Boone 
Joseph High

John S. Edwards, Jr. 
William Szczepanski

Allen Morris 
James Stew art 
Donald Boerema

Paul Beshlin 
Richard Fraser 
David Graves 
William Swain 
Ray Cooper, A lternate 
Bob Van Goetham 
Henry Thode 
Jack Morton

Kenneth Keyes 
Jules Vroon 
Hamilton McCroskey 
Wallace Krohn

Ruling Elders
M arvin Catron 
Oliver A. Smith, Jr. 
J. Polk Sm artt
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Churches

Hixson, Hixson 
Alcoa, Trinity 
Signal Mtn., Wayside 
Harriman, West Hills 
Knoxville, West Hills 
Chattanooga, W estminster 
Columbia, Zion

17. TEXAS PRESBYTERY

Churches
Sumterville, Bethel First 
Brent, Brent 
Selma. Crescent Hill 
Aliceville, First 
Boligee, First 
Centreville, First 
Eutaw, First 
Greensboro, First 
Sweetwater, Geneva 
Linden, Linden 
Marion, Marion 
Tuscaloosa, Riverwood 
Selma, Woodland Heights 
York, York

Teaching Elders
Gene Craven

Herbert L. Broadwater 
Basil Albert 
Richard Harris

Frederick C. Fowler

Robert L. LaMay
H. William Link

Teaching Elders

William Mason 
Cecil Williamson 
Thomas Kay 
Julian Stennis 
Leonard Van Horn 
Fred Malone

Julian Stennis 
Theodore M artin

John Robertston 
William Rose 
John W. Jamison, Jr.

Ruling Elders
T. Hooke McCallie 
Robert H. Venable 
Charles F latt 
John McWhorter, 

A lternate 
Roy Jackson, A lternate

Charles Sutton

Robert Smith 
Russel B. Miller 
Everett Allen 
Robert Stoops

Ruling Elders
Harold Tolsma 
Glen Milham

A. H. Burton 
Ray Sanders 
Robert K. Schmitz 
William Borden 
L. J. Caniff

Ruling Elders
Donald R. Stephens 
Earle L. Glenn

Ruling Elders
John D. Lavender 
Elliot Belcher

Hugh C. Horton

C. E. Hornsby, Jr.
R. S. Colson 
Pascal A. Tutwiler

Charles A. Miller, Jr. 
M. Lavoy Breland

John Van Derveer 
John H. Bell

Churches
Houston, Covenant 
Tyler, Fifth Street

Strawn, First
Paris, First
Dallas, John Knox
Dallas, Lakewood
Irving, National
Houston, Oaklawn
Seabrook, W estminster
Houston, W estminster Chapel

Teaching Elders
Laurie Jones 
Dan McCown 
Dave Matthews 
Bill Buckner 
Eric McQuitty 
Charles Cobb, Jr. 
John Pyles

Thomas E. Hoolsema 
John McNicoll 
Powell Harrison
John Bowling 
Lardner W. Moore

18. VANGUARD PRESBYTERY
Churches Teaching Elders
Cynthiana, Covenant George M. McGuire
Louisville, First

Richard Dye 
John Johnson

19. WARRIOR PRESBYTERY
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20. WESTERN CAROLINA PRESBYTERY
Churches
Waynesville, Covenant 
Marion, Drusilla 
Black Mtn., Friendship 
Hazelwood, Hazelwood 
Marion, Landis Memorial 
Swannanoa, Swannanoa 
Asheville, Trinity

Teaching; Elders
Harold Borchert

C. D. Murphy 
Carl W. McMurray

G. Aiken Taylor

Ruling Elders
J. T. Russell, Jr. 
Floyd N. Millsaps 
William Hinkle 
Rufus Summerrow 
Kenneth Lael 
W ilbur Ward 
Charles Boyce

21. WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERY
Teaching' Elders
Frank K. Chapo 
Bruce Garris 
Daniel F. Barr

William S. Martin, Jr.
Larry Ball 
F rank E. Smith 
David Osborne 
K erry Hurst 
Philip Evaul 
Philip Evaul
Henry Mueller 
James Pakala 
Jam es A. Jones, Jr.

Final Totals — Teaching Elders 284, Ruling Elders 259, Churches 294 
Ruling Elder A lternates who served as principals for part of the Assem­

bly 18

Churches
Johnson City, Asbury 
Kingsport, Bridwell Heights 
Bristol, Eastern Heights 
Bristol, Edgemont 
Haysi, Dickenson 
Greenville, Meadow Creek 
Jonesboro, Midway 
Pulaski, Pulaski National 
Kingsport, W estminster 
Frank, Frank 
Newland, Fellowship

Ruling Elders
Frank Clark 
Robert E. Lane

Hadley Pobst

Ivan L. Ward 
Edwin Meeks

John G. Thompson

3-3 Excuses for Absence
The following commissioners from whom requests had been re­

ceived were excused for their absences:
Frank W. Aderholdt, J r 
Sidney B. Anderson 
Wick Broomall 
Donald R. Esty 
Guy N. Fowler

3-4 Adoption of the Docket
The Stated Clerk presented the proposed docket for the Third Gen­

eral Assembly, which included the following variations from the Rules 
for Assembly Operation, thus requiring the suspension of the Rules by 
a two thirds majority vote of the total enrollment: the change of time 
for the opening worship service to the firs t evening, and the setting 
of the morning worship services a t 10:45 A.M. instead 8:00 A.M.

The Clerk moved the adoption of the Docket as proposed, with the 
necessary suspension of the rules. The motion was seconded and 
passed unanimously.

Jam es E. Moore 
John E. Richards 
J. Burdette Slicer 
Eurie Hayes Smith III
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DOCKET FOR THE THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Tuesday, September 9, 1975
1:00 P.M.- 5:30 P.M. Opening Session of the Assembly a t the

F irst Presbyterian Church 
Formal Opening with Prayer
Report on Enrollment and the Determining of 

a Quorum
Presentation of the Docket by the Clerk 
Reception of New Presbyteries 
Election of the Moderator 
Election of Recording and Temporary Clerks 
Welcome of the Host Church 
Report of the Retiring Moderator 
Reference of Communications, Overtures and 

Resolutions
Method of handling Judicial Complaint to be 

presented
Proposed Changes in Rules for Assembly 

Operation
Report of the Constitutional Documents 

Committee
Report of Ad Interim Committee on Number 

of Officers

7:30 P.M.- 9:30 P.M. Worship Service
Order of Worship 
Prelude 
Doxology 
Invocation
Hymn #10 — “Praise Ye the Lord, the Al­

m ighty”
Anthem: Adult Choir, F irst Presbyterian 

Church
Moderator’s Sermon: Rev. Erskine Jackson
A nthem : Adult Choir, F irst Presbyterian 

Church
Institution and Celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper: Rev. Adrian DeYoung 
Hymn #111 — “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 

Name”
Benediction

Introduction of and greetings from Fraternal 
Delegates

Recognition of the Special Guests — including 
Foreign Dignitaries
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Wednesday, September 10, 1975, Thursday, September 11, 1975,
Friday, Septembr 12, 1975 —
8:00 A.M. Assembly Reconvened

Minutes of Previous Day’s Sessions Read 
Report of Constitutional Documents 

Committee Continued 
Report of Nominating Committee

10:45 A.M .-ll :30 A.M. Worship Service (Mission to the World,
Wednesday; Christian Education and Publi­
cations, Thursday; Mission to the United 
States, Friday)

11:30 A.M. Recess for Lunch
1 :30 P.M. Assembly Reconvened

Reports of Committees of Commissioners 
(The order of these reports will be determined 

by the Program Committee and announced 
at the beginning of each day.)

1. Administration — Special Order, f irs t item 
of business afte r the reading of the Minutes 
Thursday morning

2. Bills and Overtures
3. Christian Education and Publications
4. Insurance and Annuities
5. Interchurch Relations
6. Judicial Business
7. Mission to the United States
8. Mission to the World
9. Review and Control of Presbyteries

5:00 P.M. Recess for Dinner
The Assembly is expected to finish on Friday with sessions scheduled 

each day as follows

8:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 1 :30 P.M. to 5 :30 P.M. 7:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M.
Special Order Opening of Wednesday Evening Session. Presentation 

by Stewardship Committee.
3-5 Enrollment of New Presbyteries

The Clerk reported th a t in accord with the instructions of the Sec­
ond General Assembly the Presbytery of Louisiana was organized on 
February 7, 1975, a t Alexandria, Louisiana. The following Resolution 
of Affiliation with the Presbyterian Church in America was presented, 
and the Presbytery of Louisiana was formally enrolled as a presbytery 
of the Presbyterian Church in America.
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RESOLUTION OF PRESBYTERY AFFILIATION WITH 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Be It Resolved that the Presbytery of Louisiana which is composed of the fol­
lowing Churches and Ministers, who all concur with and subscribe to the Consti­
tution of the Presbyterian Church in America (A Corporation), namely, the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and the Shorter Catechisms, and 
the Book of Church Order as the basis for church unity, does here declare its 
commitment to the Presbyterian Church in America as that branch of the 
Church of Christ to which it adheres:

Churches Ministers
Jackson Street, Alexandria
Monte Sano, Baton Rouge William E. Frisbee, Sr.
Atchafalaya, Melville
Opelousas, Opelousas George H. Taylor, Jr.
John Knox, Ruston J. W. Lipscomb
Grace, Shreveport

William Louis Mosal, Jr.

Be it further Resolved that pursuant to the above Resolution, the Presbytery 
of Louisiana does hereby request formal recognition of it by the Third General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as a member Presbytery of 
the Presbyterian Church in America (A Corporation), w ith all the rights and 
obligations belonging to member presbyteries as set forth in the Book of Church 
Order of the Presbyterian Church in America. The Presbytery of Louisiana 
reserves to itself the right to w ithdraw from said Assembly at any time under 
conditions and in accordance with such rules as may be prescribed by the Pres­
bytery. The Presbytery reserves to itself the right of the ownership of all 
property of every sort, nature or description now owned or hereafter acquired. 
This is not to be construed as a claim by the Presbytery upon the properties of 
its constituent congregations, since the properties of congregations under the 
Presbyterian Church in America may not be claimed by the higher courts, ex­
cept as voluntarily given by the congregation to the said higher court.
Done on this 3rd day of June, 1975, at a Called Meeting of the Presbytery being 
met at Alexandria, Louisiana.
Subscribed and attested by:

J. W. Lipscomb, Moderator 
Wm. E. Frisbee, Sr., Stated Clerk

The Clerk yielded the floor to the Rev. David Nicholas, Chairman 
of the Committee of Commissioner on Mission to the United States, 
who made a partial report for the Committee on the reception of the 
new Presbytery of the Ascension. The Rev. Larry Mills, Coordinator 
for the Committee on Mission to the United States reported the forma­
tion of the Presbytery of the Ascension on July 29, 1975, at Robert 
Morris College, temporary home of Providence Presbyterian Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

The presbytery recommended the following boundaries be set by 
the Assembly:

Eastern border starting at the northern boundary of Pennsylvania including 
the following counties: McKean, Elk, Clearfield, Blair and Bedford to the 
Maryland line; Southern border, westward from the eastern boundary of 
Bedford County along the Pennsylvania-M aryland line to West Virginia, 
then across West Virginia following the southern boundary of Marshall 
County, thence southwest along the West Virginia-Ohio border to the 
southernmost tip of Monroe County in Ohio; Western and N orthern boun­
daries combined, including the following Ohio counties: Monroe, Belmont 
Harrison, Tuscarawas and Stark, thence north along the western border 
of Summit County to Interstate Route 271, thence northeast to the in te r­
section with the Ohio Turnpike, thence east and southeast along that state
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line to Lake Erie, and then east along the Ohio Turnpike to the Ohio Penn­
sylvania border, thence north along that state line to Lake Erie, and then 
east along the northern boundary of Pennsylvania to the eastern border 
of McKean County. These boundaries were approved by the Assembly.

The Presbytery of the Ascension was formally enrolled as a pres­
bytery of the Presbyterian Church in America.

The following Resolution of Affiliation with the Presbyterian 
Church in America, adopted by the Presbytery of the Ascension on 
September 9, 1975, is hereby recorded and spread on the Minutes of 
the General Assembly:

RESOLUTION OF PRESBYTERY AFFILIATION WITH 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Be It Resolved that the Presbytery of the A s c e n s io n , which is composed of the 
following Churches and Ministers, who all concur with and subscribe to the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America (A Corporation), namely, 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and the Shorter Catechisms, 
and the Book of Church Order, as the basis for church unity, does here declare 
its commitment to the Presbyterian Church in America as that branch of the 
Church of Christ to which it adheres:

Churches Ministers
Faith Presbyterian Church. Akron, Ohio Dr. Carl W. Bogue
Sovereign Grace Presbyterian Church, Frank D. Moser

Monroeville, Pennsylvania 
Providence Presbyterian Church, A rthur C. Broadwick

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
The Church of the Living Word/P.C.A., Richard E. Knodel, Jr.

Volant, Pennsylvania
David L. Karlberg
K. Eric Perrin
Dr. O. Palm er Robertson
Alvin W. Smith, Jr.
Dr. Robert C. Sproul

Be it further resolved that pursuant to the above Resolution, the Presbytery of 
the Ascension does hereby request formal recognition of it by the Third General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as a member Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (A Corporation), w ith all the rights and obli­
gations belonging to member presbyteries as set forth in the Book of Church 
Order of the Presbyterian Church in America. The Presbytery of the Ascension 
reserves to itself the right to w ithdraw from said Assembly at any time under 
conditions and in accordance w ith such rules as may be prescribed by the 
Presbytery. The Presbytery reserves to itself the right of the ownership of all 
property of every sort, nature, or description now owned or hereafter acquired. 
This is not to be construed as a claim by the Presbytery upon the properties of 
its constituent congregations, since the properties of congregations under the 
Presbyterian Church in America may not be claimed by the higher courts, 
except as voluntarily given by the congregations to the said higher courts.
Done on this ninth day of September, 1975, at an adjourned meeting of the 
Presbytery of the Ascension in Jackson, Mississippi.
Subscribed and attested by:

A rthur C. Broadwick, Moderator 
Frank D. Moser, Stated Clerk

3-6 Election of the Moderator
Ruling Elder Judge Leon F. Hendrick and Teaching Elder Dr. Owen 

Palmer Robertson were nominated. Judge Hendrick was elected. It 
was subsequently made unanimous.
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3-7 Election of Recording Clerks
Ruling Elder John E. Spencer of the Briarwood Presbyterian 

Church of Birmingham, Alabama, and Rev. Edwin P. Elliott, Jr., pas­
tor of the W ater Valley, and Oakridge Churches, W ater Valley, Mis­
sissippi were elected as Recording Clerks.
3-8 Election of Assistant Clerks

The following were elected as A ssistant Clerks for the Assembly:

3-9 Welcome from the Host Church
Dr. Donald B. Patterson, Pastor of the F irst Presbyterian Church 

of Jackson welcomed the General Assembly to Jackson.
Mr. Joe Treloar, Principal of the Presbyterian Day School, joined 

in the welcome and introduced the School to the Assembly.
3-10 Report of the Retiring Moderator

The retiring Moderator, the Rev. Erskine L. Jackson, gave a brief 
oral report.
3-11 Reference of Communications. Overtures and Resolutions

The Stated Clerk reported th a t the Assembly Arrangements Com­
mittee and Committee on Administration had determined tha t it would 
expedite m atters if the Committees of Commissioners could meet prior 
to the formal opening of the Assembly. Thus the Clerk, in accord with 
the Rules for Assembly Operations (3-4) reported th a t he had made 
the following reference of all the Communications, and Overtures tha t 
were received prior to the opening of the Assembly.

The Clerk indicated tha t the Resolution #1 from the Rev. James 
Lyons regarding the Bicentennial was presented too late to the Pres­
bytery for action, and tha t it is not properly before the Assembly, un­
less a commissioner introduces it as a personal resolution. It has been 
printed in the Handbook, only for the convenience of the Assembly in 
the event tha t it is introduced as a Resolution by' one of its members.

Rev. James Lyons introduced the Resolution #1 to the Assembly. 
It was referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Over­
tures.

Presbytery
Ascension
Calvary
Carolina
Central Georgia
Evangel
Grace
Gulf Coast
Louisiana
Mid-Atlantic
Mississippi Valley
North Georgia
Tennessee Valley
Texas
W arrior
Western Carolinas 
Westminster

Assistant Clerk
Rev. Frank Moser 
Rev. Vernon West 
Mr. J. P. Carpenter 
Rev. Jam es Campbell 
Rev. H ubert S tew art 
Rev. John Reeves 
Mr. A lbert E. Tripp 
Rev. David H. Bryson 
Mr. W alter Lastovica 
Rev. John Little 
Mr. R. L. Jerguson 
Rev. Robert L. LaMay 
Rev. B. Powell Harrison 
Rev. William Mason 
Rev. C. D. Murphy 
Rev. Frank Smith
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The Clerk indicated th a t an overture from the Presbytery of Ten­
nessee Valley on Christian Education was received too late to be prop­
erly before the Assembly as an Overture from a Presbytery. The Rev. 
Ben Haden introduced this overture as a personal resolution #2. It 
was referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Christian Educa­
tion.

The Clerk indicated tha t an overture from Southern Florida Pres­
bytery had arrived too late to be before the Assembly. Ruling Elder 
Ken Keyes introduced this overture as a personal resolution #3. This 
resolution was referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Admin­
istration.

A letter from the Canadian Reformed Churches, dated February
8. 1975, acknowledging the “Message to all Churches of Jesus through­
out the World” adopted by our F irst General Assembly, was referred 
to the Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations, com­
munication #6.

The Report of the Stated Clerk on Guidelines for Keeping and 
Examining Presbytery Minutes was referred to the Committee of Com­
missioners on Review and Control of Presbyteries.

To the Committee of Commissioners on Administration 
Overture 2. From Central Georgia Presbytery
Whereas, it was reported to the Second General Assembly that 360 Presbyterian 
churches having 70-75,000 members considered themselves a part of the Presby­
terian Church in America, and
Whereas, it is conservatively estimated that another 100 churches will have 
joined the Presbyterian Church in America by the time of the Third General 
Assembly, and
Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America is a 
church court, whose size should not obscure its character as a deliberative body, 
Now therefore, Central Georgia Presbytery overtures the Third General As­
sembly to direct the Committee on Administration to study the m atter of rep­
resentation to the General Assembly, and bring recommendations to the Fourth 
General Assembly for changes in The Book of Church Order to reduce the 
number of Commissioners.

W alter V. Worsham, Stated Clerk 
Overture 3. From Calvary Presbytery
Calvary Presbytery respectfully overtures the Third General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in America, meeting at Jackson, Mississippi, September 
8, 1975, to make all fu ture assemblies delegated assemblies on the following 
basis:
1. That one-third of the churches on the roll of Presbytery shall be eligible to 
send Ruling Elder representative(s) and their m inister(s) on a rotation basis.

Where two or more churches are served by the same minister, these shall 
be grouped in the same one-third;
2. That the division of churches shall be alphabetically so far as it is con­
sistent with the second item in Number 1;
3. That local churches shall pay expenses for their representatives. Where 
local churches are not financially able, aid shall be supplied by the Presbytery 
Committee on the Mission to the U. S.;
4. That Presbytery take care that each church and each m inister on Presbyte­
ry ’s roll have the privilege of attending the General Assembly every three 
years.
Overture 9. From New River Presbytery

New River Presbytery (by unanimous vote) respectfully overtures the Third 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as follows:
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1. That whereas the Presbyterian Church in America has come into being 
by a groundswell of movement from the “grass roots” and has continued 
through these past two years as a “grass roots” movement arising from 
the hearts and prayers of many individual Christians rather than from 
the dictates of a hierarchy above;

2. And whereas “there is safety in num bers” and decisions made by repre­
sentatives from congregations are less likely to err than decisions made 
by a small group;

3. And whereas individual congregations are more likely to join heartily 
in participation, support and interest in the causes of the whole Church 
if such congregations are individually represented at the General As­
sembly and have a voice in the making of decisions;

4. And whereas (to put into the words of a sim ilar overture already p re­
sented to the General Assembly) “the benefits of retaining such a ‘grass 
roots’ interest and participation . . . far outweigh any possible disad­
vantages . . . Now therefore be it resolved that the presbytery . . .  is 
of the opinion that it is in the best interests of the Church to continue 
the ‘grass roots’ General Assembly.”

New River Presbytery, therefore (by unanimous vote) respectfully requests 
that the Third General Assembly continue our Church as a “grass roots” move­
ment by allowing each church or congregation to send commissioners to the 
General Assembly.

Respectfully submitted,
S. C. Dunbar, M oderator 
James N. Gay, Stated Clerk

Overtures 2, 3, 9 answered by reference, paragraph 3-65.
Overture 15: From Presbytery of North Georgia 
Be it Resolved:
Whereas the Four Interdependent Committees of the General Assembly, P res­
byterian Church in America offers a favorable approach to minimize authori­
tarian control with attendant abuse, it is clear that the present mode of opera­
tion has introduced unw arranted competition in the area of funding, and 
duplication of expense in the management of four separate offices,
Therefore We the Presbytery of North Georgia do hereby overture the Third 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to pool those business 
operations, office space and personnel which have a commonality of work and 
purpose.
Extract from the minutes of North Georgia Presbytery July 19, 1975.

Respectfully Submitted 
R. L. Jerguson, Stated Clerk

Answered in negative, paragraph 3-65.
Overture 16. From Covenant Presbytery
Whereas, our churches are being deluged w ith communications and publicity 
m aterials from the committees of the denomination, and 
Whereas, we cannot make effective use of such materials, and 
Whereas, we feel this is a misuse of the Lord’s money,
Therefore, be it resolved that Covenant Presbytery overture the General As­
sembly to instruct its committees to curtail the use of promotional m aterial and 
to include news items and information on needs in the denomination’s news­
letter, ‘“Continuing.”

Answered in negative, paragraph 3-65.
Resolution 3. Late Overture presented as a personal resolution by Ruling Elder 
Ken Keyes
Whereas, it has come to our attention that at least one Presbytery in the Pres­
byterian Church in America has overtured the next General Assembly to amend 
the Book of Church Order to provide for a delegated General Assembly; and 
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America came into being as a result of a 
convocation of Sessions, reflecting a “grass roots” interest and concern; and
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Whereas, the benefits of retaining such a “grass roots” interest and participa­
tion in our opinion, far outweigh any possible disadvantage some of these benefits 
being:
1. Making it possible for representatives of every local church to see and hear 

first hand the state of the Church and to have a voice and vote in any de­
cisions made.

2. Enabling representatives of every local church to learn first hand of the 
challenges and needs of the Presbyterian Church in America.

3. Enabling representatives from every local church to have fellowship and to 
exchange ideas with representatives of other local churches, to become 
personally acquainted w ith some of the members of the Church’s committees 
and the staff personnel thus providing a dynamic for growth and outreach 
which could not be achieved in any other way.

4. A large assembly of dedicated Churchmen will make a stronger impact on 
the area in which the General Assembly is held resulting in a strengthening 
of our witness for Christ.

Now therefore, he it resolved, that the Presbytery of Southern Florida is of 
the opinion that it is in the best interests of the Church to continue the “grass 
roots” General Assembly as presently provided in the Book of Church Order.

We realize that in years to come it is conceivable that the num ber of 
churches in our fellowship may grow to the point w here some form of a dele­
gated Assembly may need to be considered but in our opinion we are not at 
that point now.

Adopted at the January  14, 1975 meeting of Presbytery.
Donald R. Esty 
Stated Clerk
Presbytery of Southern Florida

Note: This Overture was not received by the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly until September 1, 1975. According to the “Rules for Assembly Op­
eration” it cannot be considered as an overture from a Presbytery by the 1975 
Assembly. (5-7)

It was introduced as a personal resolution by Ruling Elder Ken Keyes, a 
member of the court.

Answered by reference, paragraph 3-65.
Resolution 4. From Former Moderator W. Jack Williamson and Rev. Erskine L. 
Jackson
Be it resolved not as a m andatory directive, but as a recommendation expressing 
the sense of the Assembly, as follows:
1. That the M oderator call and chair two M oderator’s Conferences each year, 
preferably one in November and one in May.
2. That the purpose of the conferences shall be to discuss the issues facing and 
the programs of the Church.
3. That the Conferees shall be:

(a) The M oderator and the immediate past M oderator
(b) The Stated Clerk
(c) One Ruling and one Teaching Elder from each of the 4 Committees, one 

of whom shall be the chairman of his Committee.
(d) The 4 Co-ordinators
(e) The chairman of the Sub-Committee on Stewardship and the Director 

of Stewardship Ministeries.
(f) Any special invitee of the Moderator.

4. That the cost of these conferences be paid as follows:
(a) From the M oderator’s Fund for the m oderators and any special invitee.
(b) From the respective Committees for its members.

5. That each conference convene at noon on a Friday and adjourn at noon on a 
Saturday.
6. That the time of the call of the Fall conference be set and announced by the 
Moderator at the General Assembly, and that the time for the Spring Conference 
be set and announced at the Fall Conference.

W. Jack Williamson 
Erskine L. Jackson 

Answered in the affirmative, paragraph 3-65.
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To the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures 
Overture 1. From Central Georgia Presbytery
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America has reaffirm ed its adherence to 
the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, 
and
Whereas, the teaching elders ought to have a working knowledge of the Shorter 
Catechism,
Now therefore, Central Georgia Presbytery respectfully overtures the Third 
General Assembly to encourage the presbyteries to examine candidates and 
ministers in their knowledge of the Shorter Catechism and that candidates 
for the m inistry be informed that they will be expected to exhibit such knowl­
edge of the content of the Shorter Catechism.
Adopted at its meeting October 22, 1974.

W alter V. Worsham, Stated Clerk

Answered in affirmative, paragraph 3-46.
Overture 11. From New River Presbytery

New River Presbytery (by unanimous vote) respectfully overtures the Third 
General Assembly as follows:

1. That whereas the principal of freedom of conscience of the individual 
Christian to give where he feels the Lord is calling him to give is recog­
nized,

2. And whereas three of our Assembly’s committees have received far less 
than they had anticipated for the vital operation of their work,

3. And whereas it is recognized that the work of Mission to the World 
justly deserves all funds it has received and more;

Therefore, New River Presbytery (unanimously) overtures the General As­
sembly:

1. To commend people for their giving to world missions;
2. Urge that they increase their giving to world missions but at the same 

time also that the individuals and congregations of the P.C.A. prayer­
fully consider the needs and responsibilities of the Committee on Ad­
ministration, the Committee on Christian Education and Publications, the 
Committee on Mission to the U. S., and without taking anything away 
from the Committee on Mission to the World, yet increase their giving 
so that these three other committees may receive sufficient funds on 
which to operate efficiently.

Respectfully submitted,
S. C. Dunbar, Moderator 
Jam es N. Gay, Stated Clerk

Answered in affirmative, paragraph 3-46.
Overture 20. From Grace Presbytery
Whereas, the United State of America is in its Bicentennial celebration, and 
Whereas, we as a nation stand at one of the most critical junctures of its 200 
year history, and
Whereas, the Scriptures instruct us to pray for all men, kings, and all tha t are 
in authority (I Timothy 2:2; Ezra 6:10), and
Whereas, the Scriptures also teach us to pray for the nation and city in which 
we dwell (Jerem iah 29:7; Psalm 122:6), and
Whereas, God set forth the requirem ents for revival to be followed by His peo­
ple (II Chronicles 7:14),
Now Therefore, Grace Presbytery overtures the Third General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in America to call for a Day of P rayer and Fasting for 
revival in the United States. And further, that this Day of P rayer and Fasting 
be set for July 4, 1976, and all congregations of the Presbyterian Church in 
America be called to set aside and observe this day for the above stated pu r­
pose.
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I do certify that the above Overture was adopted by Grace Presbytery on Ju ly  
11, 1975.

Rev. Norman A. Bagby, Jr.
Stated Clerk
Grace Presbytery, PCA

Amended and answered in affirmative, paragraph 3-46.
Resolution 1. From Rev. James Lyons
Whereas, in the benevolent Providence of Almighty God the United States of 
America now enjoys her bicentennial, and
Whereas, the common and public expression of patriotism has somehow been 
displaced by less noble declarations of America’s meaning, and 
Whereas, such security as the nation yet enjoys is more and more ascribed to 
secular postures, and
Whereas, contemporary celebrations of this country’s birth  more often than not 
are m arked by bacchanalian excess in place of reverent thanksgiving, and 
Whereas, from our inception the anniversary of our emerging as a nation, was 
meant to be “commemorated, as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of de­
votion to God . . and
Whereas, it has ever been appropriate for Presbyterians to affirm with The 
Psalmist: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”**, and 
Whereas, The HEAD of The Church has assembled us a people of many and di­
verse talents to share The Gospel of Christ w ith our countrymen,
Now Therefore Be It Resolved tha t The General Assembly of The Presbyterian 
Church in America summon the Presbyteries and Sessions of the Church to:

(1) A careful planning for and observance of the bicentennial celebration 
on July  4, 1976, and

(2) That the Church’s Theologians draw from Scripture insights into the 
believer’s role in the nation, and

(3) That the Church’s Scholars of all ages look to the affirm ation of faith 
expressed by our forebears and bring these to our minds anew, and

(4) That the Church’s Teachers point their students to a careful review of 
The W estminster Confession of Faith [Chapters XX, XXIII, and XXXI], 
and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms [L.C. 101-105; S.C. 42-47], and 
other related portions, and

(5) That the Church’s Musicians and Choirs seek to combine their gifts 
for e x t r a o r d i n a r y  presentations of the Church’s life related to the na­
tion, and

(6) That the Church’s Song Leaders discover afresh to the people’s corpor­
ate song hymnody such as “America”, “The Battle Hymn of The Re­
public”, “America, The Beautiful”, “God Bless America”, and other 
suitable works with emphasis on congregational awareness of the mean­
ing of the lyrics, and

(7) That the Women In The Church provide a Congregational Dinner and 
refreshm ents for the special day, and

(8) That the Church’s Athletes and Youth plan for wholesome contests and 
recreation involving the families of the congregations, and

(9) That all our peoples be challenged to claim Scripture’s Promise in II 
Chronicles 7:14 and other related passages, and

(10) That Pastors and Ruling Elders so supervise the planning and observ­
ance of the day as to make it appeal to the public at large; that it may 
prove an aid to evangelizing the lost as well as strengthening the re ­
deemed; that it make the Church the focal point of activity both at 
the day’s beginning and end; that Christ be exalted in all; and that 
the nation be witness to a bold confession, without either bluster or 
apology, tha t we can be true to our heritage only so long as each of us 
matches profession with life committed to not just “this nation”, but 
“this nation under God.”

Respectfully submitted,
Jim m y Lyons
Missionary Evangelist A t Large

* John Adams, signatory of The Declaration of Independence, and, Second President of The 
United States.

** Psalm  33:12
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No particular action taken, since Overture 20 was answered in the affirm a­
tive, paragraph 3-46.

To the Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education 
and Publications
Overture 8. From New River Presbytery

New River Presbytery (by unanimous vote) respectfully overtures the Third 
General Assembly as follows:

1. That whereas women were a vital and effective part of the m inistry of 
our Lord, having gone with Him in His travels on occasion, been of serv­
ice to the disciples and our Lord;

2. And whereas the Apostle Paul makes mention of women as co-laborers 
with him in the gospel;

3. And whereas one book of the New Testament at least is written to a 
woman;

4. And whereas the daughters of Philip were spoken of as “prophetesses;”
5. And whereas the women of the Presbyterian Church in America have 

been organized and we have a committee of the General Assembly ad­
visory to them;

6. And whereas the women have been most diligent, knowledgeable, and 
effective in their labors in the service of the Lord.

That the General Assembly now:
1. Commends them (for their diligence, humility, study, service and activi­

ty in behalf of the spreading of the gospel and promoting the nurture 
of Christians);

2. That the Third General Assembly also express desire and prayer that 
their work may prosper as a very valuable contribution to the whole 
work of the whole Church in the service of the Lord.

And further, whereas there are some of the brethren who feel that organ­
ized work of the women on the General Assembly level is not Scriptural, and 
who rumor to the effect that women in the church is to b° abolished on Gen­
eral Assembly level, and do constantly disturb and hinder the work of the 
women in the church;

3. That the Third General Assembly assert that though we have no clear 
statement in scripture explicitly directing organized women’s work, it 
is the consensus of the General Assembly that to abolish the women’s 
work on this basis would also necessitate the abolishing of Sunday 
Schools, men's work, youth work perm anent committees, and a host of 
other activities of the General Assembly since they, also, are not ex­
plicitly directed by Scripture.

It is the hope, therefore, of New River Presbytery that this overture may 
be answered in the affirmative, thus encouraging greatly the “elect ladies” in 
our congregations and denomination and assuring them  of our commendation 
and thanksgiving to God for their activity.

Respectfully submitted,
S. C. Dunbar, Moderator 
Jam es N. Gay, Stated Clerk

Answered by reference to First General Assembly action, (1-77), para­
graph 3-81.
Overture 12. From the Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley 
Whereas, a significant number of churches. Ruling Elders, and Teaching Elders 
desire to see a denomination-wide magazine of news and opinion within the 
Presbyterian Church in America, and
Whereas, each major agency could significantly reduce its printing and mailing 
costs by including prayer lists, news items, etc., in a denomination-wide m aga­
zine, and
Whereas, such a denominational magazine could be as open and diverse as are 
the Westminster Standards and Book of Church Order which guide our denomi­
nation and would necessarily guide such a magazine, therefore:
The Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley does hereby overture the Third Gen-
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eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to request its Perm anent 
Committee on Christian Education and Publications to begin regular publication 
of such a family magazine for the people of the churches of the Presbyterian 
Church in America.

Answered by reference, paragraph 3-81.

Overture 13. From Westminster Presbytery
Whereas, a significant num ber of Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders in West­
minster Presbytery desire to see a denomination-wide magazine of news and 
opinion within the Presbyterian Church in America, and
Whereas, each major agency could significantly reduce its printing and mailing 
costs by including prayer lists, news items, etc., in a denomination-wide maga­
zine, and
Whereas, such a denominational magazine would be as open and diverse as are 
the W estminster standards and Book of Church Order which guide our denomi­
nation and would necessarily guide such a magazine, therefore:
Westminster Presbytery hereby overtures the Third General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in America to instruct its Perm anent Committee on Chris­
tian Education and Publications to begin regular publication of such a family 
magazine for the people and churches of the Presbyterian Church in America. 

Answered by reference, paragraph 3-81.

Resolution 2. Late overture presented as a personal resolution by Rev. Ben 
Haden.
Whereas, the Session of the First Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
after due consideration, does believe that there is available excellent and re­
liable Sunday School m aterial based on the Scriptures for all Sunday School 
Departments and ages of children and adults, from such organizations as Gos­
pel Light, Scripture Press, Great Commission and others.
Whereas, the Sunday School Departments of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, have for years used much of the above m aterial and 
found them  very satisfactory.
Whereas, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
believes that it would be illogical for the Christian Education Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church in America to spend time and money in preparing and 
having published for distribution to its member churches its own Sunday 
School material.
Now therefore be it resolved, that the Tennessee Valley Presbytery of the P res­
byterian Church in America at its next regular meeting on August 26, 1975, 
be instructed through its Stated Clerk to present to the General Assembly 
meeting of the Presbyterian Church in America at Jackson, Mississippi, Sep­
tem ber 8-12, 1975, a resolution to instruct the Christian Education Committee 
of the Presbyterian Church in America to cease and desist from the expendi­
ture of money for the purpose of preparing and publishing new Sunday School 
m aterial for the denomination.
This resolution passed at the regular meeting of the Session of the First P res­
byterian Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, this 21st day of July, 1975.

Attest:
W. G. Davis, Clerk of the Session

July 31, 1975
Adopted by Tennessee Valley Presbytery, August 26, 1975.
Note: This resolution was received too late to be treated  as an overture from 
a Presbytery. It was presented as a personal resolution by the Rev. Ben Haden.

Answered in the negative, paragraph 3-81.

To the Constitutional Documents Committee
Overture 5. From Warrior Presbytery

W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the Third General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in America to include a new paragraph in the Book 
of Church Order, chapter 23-7 as follows:
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“When a church desires to have the regular supply of the pastoral office 
by a non-ordained individual it will be necessary for the congregation to 
give its approval to the Session's action of hiring an individual to perform 
these functions. It will also be necessary that the Presbytery give its ap­
proval to the arrangem ent, and the Presbytery will designate one of the 
teaching elders as the moderator of the Session, w ith the consent of the 
church, for the duration of the arrangement. This clause shall also per­
tain to licensed individuals serving a church for an extended period of 
time.”
Answered in negative, paragraph 3-17.

Overture 6. From Warrior Presbytery
W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the Third General Assembly of 

the Presbyterian Church in America to add to the Book of Church Order 1-14-7, 
line 23:

“To approve or disapprove any change in a m inister’s term s of call enacted 
by the congregation before they become binding.”
Answered in the negative, paragraph 3-17.

Overture 17. From the Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley 
Whereas, The Presbytery of The Mississippi Valley has experienced consider­
able confusion as to whether the Book of Church Order Paragraph 22-4 requires 
an oral examination on the original languages of Scripture on the floor of P res­
bytery, for the ordination of ministers;
The Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley overtures the Third General Assembly 
to amend the Book of Church Order, Paragraph 22-4 to include this statement: 
‘A Presbytery may accept a Seminary degree which includes study in the 
original languages in lieu of an oral examination in the original languages.’ 

Answered in affirmative, paragraph 3-17.
Overture 19. From Presbytery of Southern Florida
Whereas, the Shenandoah Presbyterian Church became a part of the Presbyte­
rian Church in America with the understanding that we would operate under 
the 1933 Book of Church Order which includes paragraph 27-2 which states: 
“Amendments to the Book of Church Order may be made only in the following 
manner:

(1) Approval of the proposed amendment by m ajority of those present and 
voting in the General Assembly, and its recommendation to the Presbyte­
ries.
(2) The advice and consent of two-thirds of the Presbyteries.
(3) The approval and enactment by a subsequent General Assembly by a 
majority of those present and voting,”

Whereas, paragraph 27-2 has been suspended by both the First and Second Gen­
eral Assemblies of the PCA. which in effect voids the constitutional procedure 
for amending the Book of Church Order,
Now therefore, Be it resolved by the Session of the Shenandoah Presbyterian 
Church that the Presbyterian Church of Southern Florida be petitioned to over­
ture the Presbyterian Church in America at its Third General Assembly to 
immediately invoke Paragraph 27-2 of the Book of Church Order.

Answered in affirmative, paragraph 3-17.
Communication 2. With reference to B.O.C.O. Par. 21-8, 21-9 specifically, the 
Presbytery of Mississippi Valley “requests clarification and recommendations 
of ways to handle the transfer of Ministers in view of the difficulties inherent 
in these paragraphs from the General Assembly's Committee on Constitutional 
Documents," on Motion duly made and carried.

Answered by amending BCO 21-8, 21-9, paragraph 3-17.
Communication 3. With reference to B.O.C.O. Par. 22-4, The Presbytery of Mis­
sissippi Valley “by motion duly made and carried requests the General Assem­
bly's Constitutional Documents Committee to study and make recommendations 
on the implementation specifically relating to that portion of Line 17 and 18 
"as to his knowledge of Greek and Hebrew Languages” — noting line 25 re-
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quires exegesis work in the original language and line 26-27 “no Presbytery 
shall omit any of these parts of trial or ordination e x c e p t and line 29.

Together these require examination verbally on the floor of Presbytery in 
Greek and Hebrew — which “No presbytery shall omit”.

Answered by amending BCO 22-4, paragraph 3-17.

Communication 4. From the Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley
The Presbytery of the Mississippi Valley would request the General Assem­

bly to clarify Paragraph 25-3 of the Book of Church Order that pertains to the 
election of Church Officers as to how a specific num ber of officers to be elected 
may be set, and the question of whether all who receive a m ajority vote are 
elected.

Answered by amending BCO 25-1, 25-3, paragraph 3-17.

To the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to U. S.
Overture 7. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, it is a proper function of the church to be engaged in evangelism, 
Whereas, this function has often times been neglected,
Whereas, as a denomination we have the objective of evangelizing the United 
States of America,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Third General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to direct the 
Committee on Mission to the United States to make evangelists and evangelism 
materials available to the churches by issuing calls to one or more evangelists. 

Answered in negative, paragraph 3-48.

Overture 10. From New River Presbytery
New River Presbytery (by unanimous vote) respectfully overtures the Third 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as follows:
1. That whereas evangelism in our native land is a very vital part of the 

“Great Commission” as well as evangelism throughout all the world,
2. And whereas preaching and personal evangelism need to be stimulated 

among our people,
3. And whereas this m atter is of sufficient importance to m erit a special 

committee to give thought, planning and inspiration to this matter, as 
well as earnest prayer.

New River Presbytery (by unanimous vote) overtures the General Assem­
bly to instruct the Committee on Mission to the U. S. that they appint a special 
subcommittee to promote this aspect of evangelism in obedience to the “Great 
Commission” ;

And. further,
1. Whereas fulltime evangelists are certainly in order in the Church today 

to lend encouragement, assistance and inspiration to congregations and 
pastors,

2. And whereas the office of evangelist is definitely indicated in the Scrip­
ture.

3. And whereas there may be the feeling on the part of some that, in spite 
of the fact that the P.E.F. has rendered a great service under the good 
hand of God in bringing about the birth  of the P.C.A., some of the 
brethren feel that some P.E.F. evangelists are not sufficiently Reformed;

That the Third General Assembly, follow the example of the Evangelism 
Committee of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, in inviting 
any preaching evangelists who wish to be certified by the Church, to submit 
to a theological examination which, if passed, would result in certification on 
the part of the Evangelism Committee of the denomination and recommenda­
tion to the churches of the denomination.

Therefore, New River Presbytery (by unanimous vote) overtures the Gen­
eral Assembly to set up a special ad interim  committee to certify any fulltime 
or part time evangelists who request such an examination, if such examination 
is sustained, would be officially commended to the churches as theologically
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sound and worthy of consideration for a possible call to render tem porary 
service to any congregation in the denomination which may choose to use 
them.

Respectfully submitted,
S. C. Dunbar, Moderator 
James N. Gay, Stated Clerk 

Answered in negative, paragraph 3-48.

To the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World 
Overture 4. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the prim ary mission of the Church is to glorify God in its worship 
and work, and
Whereas, God has made the Church His faithful guardian of truth, and 
Whereas, the Great Commission is given to the Church, and 
Whereas, the First General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church, now 
the Presbyterian Church in America, did rightly affirm as had our theological 
predecessors at the First General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
Confederate States of America in 1861 that the Church is to be the agent ra ther 
than the superintendent of mission work, and
Whereas, it is our belief that independent, evangelical organizations which we 
are prepared to name through whom the Committee on Mission to the World 
of the Presbyterian Church in America is sending missionary personnel into 
foreign countries are not the Church because they neither possess the Scriptur­
al marks of the Church nor are they governed according to a Scriptural system 
of government,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Third General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to:

(1) Re-affirm the historic Scriptural and Presbyterian position that the 
Church is to be the agent ra ther than the superintendent of all mission work, 
and,

(2) Direct the Committee on Mission to the World to cease sending mis­
sionary personnel into foreign countries under the auspices of extra-Church 
organizations.

Answered by reference, paragraph 3-93.
Overture 14. From the Presbytery of North Georgia
Be it Resolved: That The Presbytery of North Georgia, Presbyterian Church In 
America, Overture the General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church In Ameri­
ca as follows:
Whereas it is obvious that Communism is trying hard to expand its influence 
on all over the world, and.
Whereas the World Council and National Council of Churches expressly support 
certain policies of Communism, and,
Whereas the Presbyterian Church In America has repeatedly stated in publica­
tions and pronouncements that it does not support the National Council and 
World Council of Churches, and,
Whereas the second General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America 
directed the Perm anent Committee on Mission to the World to be aware in the 
preparation of its missions manual of the fact that the Presbyterian Church in 
America would not belong to or support the National Council and World Coun­
cil of Churches,
Therefore, Be it resolved that the North Georgia Presbytery respectfully over­
tures the Third General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to 
instruct the Committee on Mission to the World not to send any missionaries to 
work with a denomination(s) in foreign countries which is a member of the 
World Council of Churches and to instruct said Committee to guide the mission­
aries who are already working with any denomination(s) who is a member of 
the World Council of Churches to sever ties with that denomination (s) on an 
approved fixed schedule.
Extract from the Minutes of North Georgia Presbytery Ju ly  19, 1975.

Answered in paragraph 3-93.
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Communication 1. From the Synod of the U. P. Church of Pakistan — see Item 
X under Report of the Committee on Administration.

Answered in paragraph 3-65-18, 3-93.

Communication 6. From Supremo Concilio Gabinete Do Presidente Igreja 
Presbiteriana Do Brasil

August 6, 1975.
Mr. Erskine L. Jackson, Moderator 
Mr. Morton H. Smith, Stated Clerk 
Presbyterian Church in America 
P. O. Box 256 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056 
U. S. A.
Dear Brethren,

The Presbyterian Church of Brazil is very much interested in establishing 
fraternal relations with the Presbyterian Church in America. Your invitation 
to send a representative to the Third General Assembly, in Jackson, Missis­
sippi, was very gracious; very glady we accept it. If possible at the time, I 
plan to be there arriving probably by Sept. 9th. If you kindly send me your 
telephone, more precise information will be forwarded as soon as possible. 

May the Lord bless you, and your church.
Very sincerely,
Rev. Boanerges Ribeiro, President

Answered paragraphs 3-26, 3-93.

To the Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations
Communication 5. From the Stated Clerk of the Christian Reformed Church
August 5, 1975
The Presbyterian Church in America
c/o The Rev. Morton H. Smith, Stated Clerk
P. O. Box 256
Clinton, Miss. 39056
Dear Brothers:
It gives me great pleasure to inform you that at the Synod of the Christian 
Reformed Church meeting from June 10-29, 1975, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
it was decided “that the Presbyterian Church in America be designated a 
‘church in ecclesiastical fellowship,’ contingent upon similar action by their 
General Assembly 
“Grounds:
a. The PCA is concerned for the preservation and propagation of the Reformed 

faith; its confessional standards are the W estminster Confession of Faith 
and the W estminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms.

b. The PCA has close relationship with other Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches w ith which we have fraternal relations (RPC-ES, RPC-NA, OPC) 
and it is eager to have fellowship with other Reformed bodies including the 
CRC in which they have confidence.”

It was also decided “that synod declare that in taking this action it does not 
make any judgment as to the legitimacy of the action by which the PCA sep­
arated itself from the Presbyterian Church of the United States, and that synod 
inform both the Presbyterian Church in America and the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States of these decisions.”
The Synod also gave consideration to affiliation in the North American Pres­
byterian and Reformed Council. It was decided “that synod endorse the action 
of the Interchurch Relations Committee with respect to the North American 
Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPaRC) and m andate the Interchurch 
Relations Committee to formalize the membership of the Christian Reformed 
Church in the Council and provisionally approve the constitution and by-laws of 
the Council.”
We are grateful for the fellowship to which the Lord has led us w ith your de­
nomination. We are confident that it is your prayer as well as ours that God
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may richly bless us in the fellowship we share in the pursuance of his work.
It was a real privilege to have your denomination represented by a fraternal 
delegate at our synod. We deeply appreciated the presence and the address of 
Dr. Donald Graham.

Yours in the Lord,
William P. Brink, Stated Clerk 

Received as information, paragraph 3-73.
Communication 7. From the 2nd Clerk, Canadian Reformed Churches

February 18, 1975
The Presbyterian Church in America 
Esteemed Brethren in the Lord:

To the General Synod of the Canadian Reformed Churches held at Toronto, 
Ontario, November 1974 one of the Churches submitted the “Message to All 
Churches of Jesus Christ throughout the World” as adopted by the First Gen­
eral Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church on December 7, 1973, in 
Birmingham, Alabama.

I was charged to inform you that the General Synod decided to receive this 
Message with thankfulness to the Lord.

It is evident from the Message that you, by the grace of God, wish to re ­
main faithful to the Scriptures as God’s infallible Word of salvation and to 
adhere to the Reformed doctrine and church government. May the Lord con­
firm and guide you by His Word and Spirit.

For your information I give you some particulars of the Canadian Reformed 
Churches which were instituted after World War II by Dutch immigrants. At 
present there are 28 Churches spread all over Canada, with 21 ministers in 
active service and two missionaries. Total membership: 8000. The Churches 
have adopted the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons 
of Dort as their doctrinal standards. A general Synod is convened once every 
three years. The perm anent address through which to approach the Churches, 
if so desired, is: Canadian Reformed Church at Burlington, Ontario, P. O. Box 
124, Burlington, Ontario, Canada.

With greetings in Christ,
For General Synod Toronto 1974,
(M. Van Beveren), 2nd clerk e. t. 

Received as information, paragraph 3-73

ITEMS OF BUSINESS CARRIED OVER FROM THE 
PREVIOUS ASSEMBLIES 

To the Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education 
and Publications
1-82 Theological Conferences

A motion of the General Assembly recommend to each Presbytery that 
it utilize one of its Committees or appoint a Committee to establish an an­
nual theological conference to serve its own constituency, and that this 
m atter be referred to the Committee on Christian Education and Publica­
tions, was referred to the Committee on Christian Education and Publications 
for study and report back to the Second General Assembly.

This m atter was recommitted by the Second General Assembly to the 
Committee for Christian Education and Publications (2-102, 13)
Answered affirmatively by paragraph 3-77.

To Constitutional Documents Committee
1-79 Theological Committee

The Constitutional Documents Committee recommended that the As­
sembly establish a Theological Committee to study the m atter of Scripture 
proofs for the Confession and Catechisms; that the Assembly authorize this 
Committee to consult with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and other
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denominations who may be interested in such a study with us. The Con­
stitutional Documents Committee does not envision that the Scripture proofs 
would become a part of the Constitution itself, but that they be approved, 
when agreed upon, to be printed with our Constitution. This would allow 
for the addition of new proof texts, w ithout the complex procedure of hav­
ing to amend the Constitution.

On recommendation of the Nominating Committee, the Constitu­
tional Documents Committee was charged with this matter. The Com­
mittee is as follows: Rev. Charles Dunahoo, Chairman, Rev. Donald 
Patterson, Rev. Frank Barker, Rev. Morton Smith, Ruling Elder John 
Barnes.

Answered affirmatively by paragraph 3-89.

1-80 Report of the Standing Theological Committee
3. Concerning Overture 9 (page 20.); that this overture be answered 

in the affirmative; that an ad interim  committee be appointed to study all 
aspects of Reformed Worship, considering with care communication 4; and 
that this committee work in conjunction with the Constitutional Documents 
Committee, reporting its findings to the Second General Assembly of the 
National Presbyterian Church.
Answered by adoption of Directory for Worship, paragraph 3-89.

Overture 9. From Covenant Presbytery
That an ad-interim committee be appointed to study aspects of Reformed Worship. 

Answered by adoption of Directory for Worship, paragraph 3-89.
Communication 4. From the Rev. Eurie Hayes Smith, III
To: The General Assembly 
Fathers and Brethren:

The General Assembly of the Continuing Presbyterian Church meeting in 
Birmingham, Alabama, on December 4, 1973, is herewith respectfully overtured:

1. To investigate and publish to the Congregations of the Continuing Pres­
byterian Church the rich spirit filled, but neglected heritage of Reformed W or­
ship and,

2. To contrast this with the many non-Reformed liturgies presently in use 
among us and,

3. To provide a Reformed Liturgy and a Reformed psalter (including hymns 
and othf'r appropriate music) that clearly exists in our faith, and,

4. To recommend to the ministers what constitutes proper pulpit (liturgical) 
dress for Reformed pastors and,

5. To recommend to the congregations what constitutes proper architecture 
as exhibits the Reformed Christian faith truly, accurately and majestically and,

6. To demonstrate by its attention to those m atters that for the Reformed 
Faith, faithful, true, biblical worship in the Church is as im portant as the Great 
Commission to the world.

Eurie Hayes Smith, III 
Answered by actions adopted in paragraph 3-89.

1-81
5. The Constitutional Documents Committee was granted authority to work 

with corresponding committees of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the Re­
formed Presbyterian Church. Evangelical Synod, and the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of North America on both an updating of the language of the W estmin­
ster Standards and on Scripture proof texts of the same.

Recommitted by the Second General Assembly (2-102, 13)
No further action was taken by the Third General Assembly.

2-98
Overture 8. From the Presbytery of Mississippi Valley, adopted at its Adjourned 
Session, June 20, 1974

The Presbytery of Mississippi Valley adopted the following policy regard­
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ing the reception of already established congregations, and overtures the As­
sembly to consider adopting this as a policy for the whole Church.

“In respect to the receiving of already established churches into the pres­
bytery, we recommend that the examining committee appoint four of its mem­
bers — two teaching and two ruling elders — to examine thoroughly the ses­
sion of each church requesting entrance 'nto this presbytery in the area of per­
sonal experience. Scripture, Reformed theology, and church government. The 
committee would report to presbytery at the vote on entrance. The committee 
also recommends that the presbytery send this as an overture to the General 
Assembly.”

This overture was referred to the Constitutional Documents Committee 
(2-98- p. 72)

No action was taken by the Third General Assembly.

2-70
Overture 2. From the Mcllwain Memorial Church, Pensacola

The Session of Mcllwain Memorial Presbyterian Church submits the fol­
lowing overture to the 2nd General Assembly of the National Presbyterian 
Church for their consideration and adoption.
RE: P art III of the BCO. THE DIRECTORY FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD. 

Page 88 Ch 6, #6-7, Lines 17 and 18
Page 90 Ch 9, #9-1, Lines 22 and 23

»Vhereas it is explicitly set forth in the Book of Church Order that the jurisdic­
tion over a particular church is a joint power lodged in the hands of the church 
Session (Page 7, Ch 3, #4-3, Lines 1-3), and,
Whereas the Ruling Elders are to have the government and spiritual oversight 
of the church (Page 9, Ch 7, #7-2) and,
Whereas the Teaching Elder is, with the other elders, to exercise the joint power 
of government (Page 10, Ch 8 #8-4, Lines 28 and 29), and,
Whereas the Ruling Elders, in conjunction w ith the pastors or ministers, are 
to take the oversight of the soiritual interests of the particular church, and 
exercise government and discipline (Page 12, Ch 9, #9-4), and,
Whereas the Session is to have the power to establish rules for government, 
discipline, worship, and extension of the church (Page 15, Ch 12, #12-2, Lines 
20-21) 23-27), and,
Whereas the church Session is to determine the best measures for promoting
the spiritual interest of the church and congregation (Page 18, Ch 13, #13-6),
lines and,
Whereas in the Directory for the Worship of God (page 88, Ch 6, #6-7) the 
statem ent that “No person should be invited to preach in any of the National 
Presbyterian Churches w ithout the consent of the pastor or Session,” and a 
similar statement (Page 90, Ch. 9, #9-1, Lines 22 and 23) divests the Session 
of its assigned rights, prevents the Session in this most im portant area, from 
exercising its responsibility of the spiritual oversight of a particular church, 
and,
Whereas the government, discipline, and spiritual oversight of a church are 
inseparably tied together and are adversely affected by the fact that a Session 
cannot exercise any jurisdiction over who will be invited to preach.
Therefore, the Session of Mcllwain Memorial Presbyterian Church respectfully 
requests the 2nd General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to 
amend Part III, Directory for the Worship of God of the Book of Church as 
follows:
Ch 6, #6-7, to read, “No person is to be invited to preach in any of the National 
Presbyterian Churches or occupy the time set aside for the preaching of the 
Word, w ithout prior consent of the Session,” and, Ch 9, #9-1, Line 23, to read, 
“Any other person must be approved by the Session.”

John R. Massey 
Clerk of Session

Attest:
Donald A. Dunkerley 
Moderator

Answered in the affirmative, paragraph 3-89.



JOURNAL 41

Overture 6. From First Presbyterian Church, Belzoni, Mississippi
FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The Reverend General Assembly, First P res­

byterian Church. Macon, Georgia
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church respectfully overtures the Second 
General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church meeting at Macon, Geor­
gia on September 11. 1974, to cause to be prepared in addition to those items in 
communication 4. Minutes of The First General Assembly, National Presbyte­
rian Church (1973) p. 19, a Service Book of liturgical forms for the two higher 
courts. Such book shall provide for such m atters as court communion, candi­
dacy, licensure, ordination and installation, commissions, burial of ministers, 
dedications, chartering of congregations and so forth.

Rev. Eurie H. Sm ith III, M oderator 
No action taken on this overture at the Second Assembly.
No action was taken on this overture by the Third General Assembly.

To the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World
2-88 Overtures 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and Resolution 
number 4 were carried over to the next (third) General Assembly when 
they are to be acted on in relation to the General Assembly’s approval 
of the policy manual.
Overture 9. From the Presbytery of Mississippi Valley adopted at its adjourned 
Meeting, June 20, 1974
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church is committed to the Reformed Faith 
as set forth in the W estminster Standards, and
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church is committed to carrying out the 
Great Commission as the chief mission of the Church, and
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church as a denomination carries out its 
program activities through Perm anent Committees of the Assembly, immedi­
ately responsible to the Assembly, and
Whereas, it is im portant that the National Presbyterian Church as it embarks 
on this world wide phase of sending the Gospel forth should do so by preaching 
the whole counsel of God as set forth in the Reformed Faith,
Now therefore, the Presbytery of Mississippi Valley overtures the Second Gen­
eral Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to direct its Committee on 
Mission to the World to use care to see that all missionaries sent by the As­
sembly’s Committee be involved in propagating the Reformed Faith, either by 
working with already established Presbyterian and Reformed Churches, or, if 
no Reformed Church exists in the land to which they are sent, to seek to es­
tablish a Reformed witness there.
Overture 10. Adopted by the Presbytery of Mississippi Valley at its Adjourned 
Meeting, June 20, 1974
Whereas the Book of Church Order of the N.P.C. calls for the ordination and 
commissioning of some to be evangelists in foreign countries (#8-3,6) and 
Whereas Presbyteries alone have the authority to examine and ordain those 
called into the ministry (-14-5,7), and
Whereas the General Assembly is responsible to encourage and promote the fu l­
filment of this mission by the various courts (#15-1), and
Whereas the Assembly’s committees are to serve and not to direct any church 
judicatories and are to serve the church (#15-1,7,8).
Be it resolved that Presbyteries are to examine, ordain, and appoint those who 
are to serve as evangelists on the foreign field and through licensure approve 
all lay personnel who are to go to the field; and

That the responsibility for the support of such evangelists and their work, 
ordained or lay, is the responsibility of the Presbytery which ordains them  and 
commissions them to this task; and

That the missionary evangelist so commissioned is directly responsible to, 
and is to give full account of his work to his Presbytery; and

That the special oversight of the missionary evangelist’s work shall rest in 
the hands of the Mission to the World Committee of the Presbytery which shall
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have as its duties to promote the mission of the church to the world, challenge 
men and women to give their lives in service to this work, raise support for 
those called and commissioned by the Presbytery and continue to be in cor­
respondence with them throughout, their term  of service; and

That missionary evangelists must strive to adjust to the language and cul­
ture of the land where they are to serve beginning as soon after their call to 
this work as is possible; and

That missionary evangelists ought to do their work in the foreign field 
within the fram ework of the existing national church insofar as that church's 
doctrine is compatible with the doctrine of the NPC and ought not to estab­
lish an extra-church organization on the foreign field where such churches 
exist: and

That the NPC Mission to the World committee ought to exist to serve the 
Presbyteries in their carrying out of the Great Commission by aiding in the 
equipping of missionaries for their task, arranging for and informing of pass­
age to the field, informing of needs in various parts of the world, receiving 
and distributing to the Presbyteries funds received for the proclamation of the 
gospel in foreign fields, carrying out of general promotion of the church’s task 
in foreign missions and so forth; and

That the Assembly’s Committee on the Mission to the World is to be com­
posed of the chairmen of the Presbyteries’ Committees on the Mission to the 
World in order that the work between the various Presbyteries and the Na­
tional Committee be properly coordinated.
Overture 11. From Westminster Presbytery, Adopted at its Meeting July 20, 
1974

We, the members of W estminster Presbytery, solemnly overture General 
Assembly to encourage the Mission to the World Committee to be carefully 
Biblical in its use of women on ths mission field, particularly as regards evan­
gelism, preaching, and church development; remembering Paul’s admonition to 
Timothy (I Timothy 2:12):

“But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, 
but to remain quiet." NASB 

Answered in affirmative paragraph 3-93.
Overture 12. From Westminster Presbytery Adopted at its Meeting, July 20, 
1974

We, the members of Westminster Presbytery, overture General Assembly to 
exhort the Committee of Mission to the World to discontinue, in the immediate 
future, all ties and cooperation with any agency or arm of the World Council 
of Churches, or with any affiliation thereof.

Answered in paragraph 3-93.
Overture No. 15. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church has repeatedly stated in publications 
and pronouncements that it does not belong to nor support the National and /o r 
World Councils of Churches, and,
Whereas, the First General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church did 
instruct the denomination's Committee on Mission to the United States not to 
conduct any joint work with any denomination which is a member of the Na­
tional and /o r World Councils of Churches,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Second General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct the 
denomination's Committee on Mission to the World not to send any mission­
aries to work with denominations in foreign countries if that denomination is 
a member of the World Council of Churches.

Answered in paragraph 3-93.
Overture No. 16. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church has repeatedly stated in publica­
tions and pronouncements that it does not belong to nor support the National 
and /o r World Councils of Churches,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the
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Second General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct 
the denomination’s Committee on Mission to the World not to send any mis­
sionaries to work with denominations in foreign countries if that denomination 
is a member of the World Council of Churches.

Answered in paragraph 3-93.
Overture No. 17. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church has repeatedly stated in publica­
tions and pronouncements that it does not belong to nor support the National 
and /o r World Counciils of Churches,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Second General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct the 
denominations Committee on Mission to the World not to give financial support 
to any native minister or church in a foreign country where the m inister and /o r 
church are members of a denomination which belongs to the World Council of 
Churches.

Answered in paragraph 3-93.
Overture No. 18. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church has repeatedly stated in publica­
tions and pronouncements that it does not belong to nor support the National 
and /o r World Council of Churches,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Second General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct the 
denomination's Committee on Mission to the World to instruct all National P res­
byterian Church missionaries not to affiliate through any kind of membership 
w ith any Presbytery of a national church which is a part of a denomination 
that belongs to the World Council of Churches and to instruct any missioneries 
who may presently be affiliated with Presbyteries of native denominations which 
belong to the World Council of Churches to immediately term inate their affili­
ation.

Answered in paragraph 3-93.
Overture No. 19. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church from its inception has stated its 
purpose to glorify God by being a denomination tru ly  Reformed in its doctrine, 
worship, and work, and
Whereas, the National Association of Evangelicals is not nor does it claim to be 
Reformed in its doctrine and practice,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Second General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct its 
Committee on Mission to the World to term inate its membership in the National 
Association of Evangelicals before the meeting of the Third General Assembly.
Overture No. 20. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church from its inception has stated its 
purpose to glorify God by being a denomination truly Reformed in its doctrine, 
worship, and work, and,
Whereas, the Committee on Mission to the World of the National Presbyterian 
Church has expressed its desire to send personnel and funds to said personnel 
through organizations which are not Reformed and in many instances which 
are not a part of the Church as such, but are at best extra-Church organizations, 
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
Second General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct its 
Committee on Mission to the World to formulate a program of world missions 
for the National Presbyterian Church which is truly Reformed and present a 
strategy for implementing a Reformed program of world missions to the Third 
General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church.
Overture No. 21. From Warrior Presbytery
Whereas, the National Presbyterian Church from its inception has stated its 
purpose to glorify God by being a denomination tru ly  Reformed in its doctrine, 
worship, and work, and,
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Whereas, the Committee on Mission to the World of the National Presbyterian 
Church has expressed its intention to send National Presbyterian Church mis­
sionary personnel to foreign fields under the auspices of extra-Church organiza­
tions and to fund such personnel through these organizations,
Therefore, be it resolved that W arrior Presbytery overtures the Second General 
Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church to instruct the denomination’s 
Committee on Mission to the World to send all missionary personnel directly 
on the field under the auspices of the National Presbyterian Church and /o r any 
other Reformed Church.
Resolution 4 From Grace Presbytery:
Whereas, there has been sorne difference of opinion as to Presbytery’s role in 
World Missions, and in particular, with relation to General Assembly’s Commit­
tee on Mission to the World concerning examining, financing and sending out of 
missionaries;
Be it hereby resolved, that Grace Presbytery asks General Assembly to clarify 
this m atter to all Presbyteries of the General Assembly, and also to clarify what 
is to be the relationship between the Mission to the World Committees of P res­
byteries and the General Assembly.

The above resolution was adopted at the Fourth Stated Meeting of Grace 
Presbytery on Ju ly  19, 1974.

Overtures 9, 10, 19, 20, 21 and Resolution 4, answered by reference, para­
graph 3-93.

To the Ad-Interim Committee on Number of Officers
2-70
Overture 11. From Mcllwain Memorial Presbyterian Church, Pensacola, Florida 
Whereas, there is not to be any differentiation between the office of ruling elder 
and teaching elder (minister of the Word), and each is given equal authority in 
church government according to the Scriptures *(Book of Church Order, III, 
page 20);
Whereas, the power of jurisdiction is to be equally exercised by ruling and teach­
ing elders (ministers), but jointly in church courts (Book of Church Order, 1-4,
3-3, pages 22 and 23);
Whereas, the Minister of the Word and the ruling elder are to share equally 
in the governing of the church (Book of Church Order, 9-3 page 32);
Whereas, Christ has furnished others (ruling elders), besides the Minister of 
the Word, with gifts and commissions to govern when called and ordained there­
to (Book of Church Order, 11-1, page 35),
Whereas, in all courts of the church the ruling elders possess the same authority 
and the same eligibility to office as the M inister of the Word (Book of Church 
Order, 11-2, page 35;
Whereas, the Session is the only court that is denied the right to elect its own 
moderator;
Whereas, the office of Moderator of Session is the only office in the entire P res­
byterian Church system of government to which an elder cannot be elected: 
and that in his own particular church;
Whereas, the requirem ent that the Minister be the M oderator of Session (Book 
of Church Order, 13-2, page 38) denies the ruling elder (1) the exercise of his 
gifts and commission to rule; (2) to share equally in the governing of the church;
(3) the same eligibility to office as the Minister of the Word and differentiates 
between the teaching and ruling elder in m atters of church government — all 
contrary to the Book of Church Order. Furtherm ore, the principle implies 
ruling elders are not capable of moderating the Session (Book of Church Order, 
15-4, page 42);
Whereas, the appointment of a moderator of a session by a presbytery when a 
church is without a pastor (Book of Church Order, 15-4, page 42) denies the 
session the exercise of its proper and efficient jurisdiction and governing of its 
church. It is subject to the convenience an d /o r whims of a m oderator who is 
generally already overburdened with responsibilities. It permits a presbytery 
to name a moderator unacceptable to a session because of his theological posi­
tion, personality or availability;


































































































































































































































































































































































































