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DIRECTORY

TRUSTEES FOR TH E INSURANCE AND ANNUITY FUND 
Appointed by the First General Assembly 

o f the
National Presbyterian Church

Class o f 1976: Mr. William Joseph 
3230 Thom as Avenue 
M ontgomery. Alabama 36106
Rev. Harry Schutte 
3100 Covenant Road 
Colum bia, South C arolina 29204

Class o f 1977: Mr. William J. McLeod, Jr.
P. O. Box 68
Coral Gables, F lorida 33134
Rev. E. Crowell Cooley 
150 Kempsville Road 
Norfolk, V irginia 23502

Class o f  1978: Mr. W illiam Swain, Convener
c/o F lorida National Bank o f Coral Gables 
Box 1609
Coral Gables, F lorida 33134
Mr. James E. Allen
c/o Deposit G uaranty National Bank
P. O. Box 1 200
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Annuity Office 
4008 Pickfair Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 361 1 1

SUB-COM M ITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Class o f 1974:

G. Aiken Taylor. Convener D onald M clnnis
Box 3108 c/o First Presbyterian Church
Asheville, North C arolina 28802 52 Adams Avenue

M ontgomery, Alabama 36104
Class o f 1975:

W illiam E. H ill, Jr. John Clark
2401 City Point Road 2724 Ingleside Avenue
Hopewell, Virginia 23860 M acon, G eorgia 31204

COM M ITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Class o f 1976:

H arold Borchert Donald Boerema
P.O. Box 1139 12621 Ram iro
Waynesville, North C arolina 28786 Coral Gables. F lorida 33156
H arry M iller, Convener Hugh Cunningham
52 Adams Avenue 229 NW N th  Avenue
M ontgomery, Alabama 36104 Gainesville, F lorida 32601

Class o f 1975:
Michael Schneider Frank H orton
5728 Navaho Trail 704 Leake Street
Alexandria, Louisiana 71301 Clinton. Mississippi 39056
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H arry Schutte
3100 Covenant Road
Colum bia, South C arolina 29204

John Oliver 
642 Telfair Street 
Augusta, Georgia 30902
Kennedy Smartt 
1600 A tlantic Street 
Hopewell, V irginia 23860
C oordinator 
Rev. Paul G. Settle 
217 South Court Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
Phone 205-264-2254

Class o f 1974:

John Hunter
108 Lucetta Street
York, South C arolina 29745

Robert Glover 
1414 Terre Haute 
Tyler, Texas 75701
Roland Parton
1923 H olland Avenue
Burlington, North C arolina 27215

COM M ITTEE ON MISSION TO TH E UNITED STATES
Teaching Elders

Frank Barker 
3181 Dolly Ridge Road 
Birmingham, Alabama 35243
Cecil W illiamson. Convener 
221 Cone Drive 
Selma, Alabama 36701

Lewis Baker 
Box 79A
Princeton, North C arolina 27569
W illiam Frisbee
1729 M onte Sano Avenue
Baton Rouge, Louisana 70807

William Jones 
49 Inverness Avenue 
Baltimore, M aryland 21222
Preston O. Sartelle, Sr.
Box 223
Bristol, Tennessee 37620

Rev. Larry Mills 
5360 I 55 North 
Suite 307
Jackson, Mississippi 
Phone 601-956-7240

Class o f 1976:

Class o f 1975:

Class o f 1974:

C oordinator

Ruling Elders

Vernon Cotten 
204 Cotten Blvd.
Carthage, Mississippi 3 9 0 5 1
Bill Stevenson
3917 Ridgewood Drive
Smyrna, G eorgia 30080

Glenn Bondurant
400 S. W. Second Street
Pompano Beach, F lorida 33060
Frank Tindal
P. O. Box 226
Indianola. Mississippi 39741

W. B. Gibbs, Jr.
Route 4
M arion, North C arolina 28752
Bobby R. Walters 
445 Laurel Lane 
Paris, Texas 75460

Mail address 
P.O. Box I 6302 
Jackson, Mississippi 3921 1

COM M ITTEE ON MISSION TO TH E W ORLD
Teaching Elders

James Baird
263 Candler Drive
M acon, Georgia 31204
Don Patterson. Convener 
P. O. Box 4862 
Jackson, Mississippi 39216

Fred Fowler
309 West Hills Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

Class o f 1976:

Class o f 1975:

Ruling Elders

Gerald Sovereign 
324 Valencia
G ulf Breeze, F lorida 32561 
Jay Wood
8939 Briarcliff R oad, N.E. 
A tlanta, G eorgia 30329

Roger DeHaven 
3911 Pinedale 
Tyler, Texas 75701
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Edward Johnson 
840 N. Main Street 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401

John McNicoll
c/o Westminister Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 1 23 
Seabrook, Texas 77586
Donald B. Patterson 
P. O. Box 4862 
Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Frank E. Smith
804 N. Hills Drive
Johnson City, Tennessee 37601

John Stodghill 
P.O. Box I 106 
Indianola, Mississippi 38751

John M oore
c/o First Presbyterian Church 
101 N. Fifth Street 
C larendon, Arkansas 72029
Edward Sullivan 
c/o Calvary Presbyterian Church 
150 Kempsville Road 
Norfolk, V irginia 23502
Jim Thrasher 
611 Parker Circle 
Pensacola, F lorida 32504
Kenneth Turm an
c/o Fifth Street Presbyterian Church 
1616 E. Fifth Street 
Tyler, Texas 75701
Jim Wilkerson
c/o First Presbyterian Church 
W oodville, Mississippi 39669

BCO 15-1-1 I "A  nom inating committee o f 12 ruling elders and 12 teaching elders is to be elected an ­
nually by the General Assembly for a slate selected by the Presbyteries. This com m ittee is to present the 
nom inations for Assembly committees to the next meeting o f the Assembly from a slate o f men nom inated 
by the Presbyteries.”

Ill AD INTERIM  COM M ITTEES 
AD INTERIM  — ED ITO R IA L C O M M ITTEE 

BOOK ON THE CHURCH ORDER
(Sec 1 -47. page 35.)

Teaching Elders
G. Aiken, Taylor. Chairman 
Box 3108
Asheville, North C arolina 28802
H arold Patterson
Eau Claire Presbyterian Church
Colum bia. South C arolina 29230
O. Palmer Robertson 
Westminster Theological Seminary 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 191 18
Fred D. Thom pson. Jr.
Box 161
Roebuck, South Carolina 29376

Ruling Elders
M. B. Swayze
1205 Rose Hill Circle
Jackson, Mississippi 39202

AD INTERIM  CO M M ITTEE 
ON CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS 

(See 1 -47, page 35.)
Teaching Elders
Charles Dunahoo, Chairman 
1596 Collier Drive, S.E. 
Smyrna, Georgia 30080
Frank M. Barker. Jr.
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive 
Birmingham, Alabama 35243
Donald B. Patterson 
Box 4862
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
M orton H. Smith 
Box 256
C linton. Mississippi 39056

Ruling Elders
John Barnes
652 Sedgewood Drive
Rock H ill, South C arolina 29730
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AD INTERIM  C O M M ITTEE 
TO STUDY TH E QUESTION OF 

RULING ELDERS A D M INISTERING TH E SACREMENTS
A motion to amend the Book o f Church Order 20-1 by adding "and in cases where an ordained minister of 
the W ord is not available, he may also adm inister the Sacraments." was referred to an Ad Interim  C om m it­
tee, which is to study this matter and report back to the next General Assembly. (1 -39) (page 34).

Teaching Elders
Basil Albert
215 Boxwood Avenue
Alcoa, Tennessee 37701
H arold  Borchert, Convener 
P.O. Box 326
Waynesville, North C arolina 28786
D onald C. Grahan 
3038 Bryn M our Street 
M ontgomery, Alabama 361 1 1

Ruling Elders
W alter K. Gwin, Jr.
102 Pinehaven Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
James Miller 
Wyndhurst, R oute 2 
Versailles, Ky. 40383
William Stevenson 
c/0 Smyrna Presbyterian Church 
1596 Collier Drive, S.E. 
Smyrna, Georgia 30080

AD INTERM  COM M ITTEE 
TO RECOM M END PRESBYTERY BOUNDARIES

Presbytery
Calvary

Central Georgia

Covenant 

Evangel 

G old Coast

Grace 

G ulf Coast 

M id-Atlantic

Mississippi Valley 

North Georgia 

Texas

Teaching Elders
Rev. G rady Love 
Route 3
Abbeville, South Carolina 29620
Rev. Henry Hope
480 General W inship Drive, S.
M acon, Georgia 31204

Rev. Thomas Patete 
P. O. Box 508 
W inona, Miss. 38967
Rev. D onald C. Graham  
3038 Bryn Mawr St. 
M ontgomery, Ala. 361 I 1
Rev. Joseph W arner
P. O. Box 448
Delray Beach, Fla. 33444

Rev. French Tripp 
Prentiss Presby. Church 
Prentiss, Miss. 39477
Rev. Lee Trinkle 
7803 Hestia Place 
Pensacola, Fla.
Rev. J. G. Edwards 
Tabb St. Presby. Church 
29 Tabb Street 
Petersburg, Va. 23803
Rev. Brister Ware 
1455 Springdale Drive 
Jackson, Miss. 39211
Rev. James Sherwood 
2140 Pine Forest D r., N.E. 
A tlanta, Georgia 30345
Rev. Dan McCown, Convener 
1616 E. Fifth St.
Tyler, Texas 75701

Ruling Elders
W. C. Plowden
New Z ion, South Carolina 291 1 1

Charles McLeod 
c/o First Presbyterian Church 
842 Telfair Street 
Augusta. Georgia 30402
E. R. McCabe 
101 N. Fifth St.
C larendon, Ark. 72029
W. B. Connally 
203 Hollywood Road 
G adsden, Ala. 35901
Michael Hodgkinson 
c/o G ranada Presbyterian Church 
950 University Drive 
Coral Gables, Fla. 33134
George Gulley, Jr.
505 Storm Avenue 
Brookhaven, Miss. 39601
M urdock Campbell 
1720 E. Blount St.
Pensacola, Fla. 32503
R. L. Nugent 
405 Jefferson Ave.
Hopewell, Va.

W. J. Pleasant, Jr.
5935 Westmore Drive 
Jackson, Miss.
Ray Jones
C h e s tn u t  M o u n ta in ,  G e o rg ia  
30502
Davis Lewis 
529 N. Dallas Ave.
Lancaster, Texas 75146
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Tennessee Valley Rev. Charles Turner 
304 Guild Drive 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 37421

Luther Allin
3101 E. H arrison Rd.
C hattanooga, Tenn. 37406

Vanguard Rev. Wm. E. H ill, Jr. 
2401 City Point Rd. 
Hopewell, Va. 23860

Oliver Blake
340 Campbells Creek Drive 
Charleston, W.Va. 25306

W arrior Rev. Wm. H. Rose 
413 Cedar Drive 
Selma, Ala. 36701

G erald Fowler 
Route 2
G reensboro, Ala. 36744

Western North Carolina Rev. G. Aiken Taylor 
Box 3108
Asheville, N.C. 28802

J. T. Russell, Jr.
Box 326
Waynesville, N.C. 28786

Westminster Rev. Frank Smith 
804 North Hills Drive 
Johnson City, Tenn. 37601

Ivan W ard 
R oute 2
Greenville, Tenn.

The General Assembly established this Committee, composed o f one (1) Ruling Elder and one ( I ) Teach­
ing Elder from each Presbytery to consider geographical boundaries for Presbyteries, to report back 
directly to the Second General Assembly (1-51, I -78) (page 36, 61).

Com munication: 3 (page 19) was referred to this Committee for its consideration. (1 -53) (page 36).
Overtures: 1 ,1 0 , and 1 5 (page 19) was answered in the affirmative and referred to this Committee. (1-53) 
(page 36).

The General Assembly authorized the M oderator, the Stated Clerk and the chairmen o f the four com m it­
tees to appoint a committee to draft and submit a Manual o f Operation for the General Assembly (1 -72) 
(page 55). This Committee was not appointed at the time that the Minutes went to press.

AD INTERIM  COM M ITTEE 
TO PREPARE ASSEMBLY OPERATING MANUAL
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PART II JOURNAL  

MINUTES FIRST DAY  
TUESDAY  

December 4, 1973 
1-1 Opening Worship and Address

Commissioners to the First General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church, 
which had been called by the Advisory Convention of the Continuing Presbyterian 
Church in session at Asheville, North Carolina, on August 7-9, 1963, together with 
their friends and visitors assembled in the Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Bir­
mingham, Alabama at 7:30 P.M. on Decem ber4, 1973, for the opening Session of the 
Assembly.

The Rev. Frank M. Barker, pastor of the Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Bir­
mingham, presided and led the service of worship. The Rev. Peter Doyle, Associate 
Pastor of Briarwood Church led the Assembly in prayer. The Rev. John Oliver, Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Augusta, Georgia, read the Scripture from Ephesians 
1:3-14.

Ruling Elder Jack Williamson, of Greenville, Alabama, the Chairman of the Ad­
visory Convention of the Continuing Presbyterian Church gave the opening address.
1-2 The Assembly Called to Order, Enrollment Announced

Mr. Jack Williamson called the Assembly to order. The temporary clerk, Rev. 
Morton H. Smith, announced the enrollment of 338 commissioners present. Mr. 
Williamson then declared by the authority vested in him as Chairman of the Advisory 
Convention that the First General Assembly of the Continuing Presbyterian Church 
was thus formally in session.

The final enrollment of Commissioners is recorded as follows:
1. CALVARY PRESBYTERY

(All towns in South C arolina, except as indicated.)
Churches Ruling Elders Teaching Elders
Abbeville. Lebanon C. B. Evans, Jr. R. G rady Love
Andrews, Andrews C. B. G rant Billy E. Rufus
Blair, Salem C. H. Ragsdale, Jr. Kenneth L. Barnes
Chester, Trinity W. C. Stevenson. Sr. Curtis W. Medlin

Zion (Samuel B. Hoyt. Jr.)
Clover, Bethel James C. Barnett Vernon West

Scherer Memorial Boyd Johnston (Vernon West)
Columbia. Covenant J. L Anderson 

N. F. Armstrong 
J M. Goodm an

Harry T. Schutte

Eau Claire E. Knox Fraley H arold R. Patteson
Gaffney. Beech Street J. P. Bell, Sr. Guy N. Fowler

Salem Curtis Howell (Guy N. Fowler)
Gray Court. New Harmony Boyd Stoddard
Greenville. Reedy River "T ray '' Traynham G aynor Phillips

Second J. Ligon Duncan 
Stuart C. Patterson

G ordon K. Reed
Greer. Fulton James T. M cElraih Loren V. Watson
Kingstree, Central Jack Scott (Billy E. Rufus)
Laurens. Friendship Cecil J. Pitts Lonnie A Priest
McConnells. Olivet W. B. Love. Jr. (Samuel B Hoyt, Jr.)
M oore. Center Point Chester L. Foster (Fred D Thompson, Jr.)
Reidville. Reidville Joseph W. DeYoung Joseph D Beale
Rock H ill. First John M. Barnes 

W illiam M. White
Joseph W. Everett

Roebuck, Mt. Calvary Lewis H arrison. Jr William H. Benchoff
Roebuck Louie M. Campbell Fred D. Thom pson, Jr.

Salters. Union J. D. Britton Charles M. PlowdenSardinia. Sardinia W. C. Plowden. Jr. R C. Korn



12 MINUTES OF THE G ENER AL ASSEMBLY

Churches
Spartanburg. Powell 
W innsboro. Lebanon 
W oodruff. Antioch 
York. Beersheba 

Filbert 
Other Ministers:
Churches
2. PRESBYTERY OF CENTRAL G EO RG IA  

(All towns arc G eorgia, except as indicated.) 
Augusta. Berachah Community Jasper Green 

Westminster
Gainesville. F lorida Hugh Cunningham

Faith 
Macon. First

Ruling Elders
Harold L. Brice. Sr.

M anning Biggers 
Ruling Elders

Vineland
Savannah. Hull Memorial 
Sparta. Sparta 
Sylvania. Continuing 
Other Ministers:

John T. Clark 
Thurston D. Futch, Jr John A. Blount 
Thomas B. Parker 
George Collin Smith
Robert N. Bourne

Churches
3. COVENANT PRESBYTERY 
C larendon. Ark.. First 
Indianola. MS. First 
Jackson. TN.

Johnson Memorial 
Morgan City. MS.

Morgan City 
Water Valley. MS. First 
W inona. MS. W inona 
Other Ministers:

Ruling Elders
E. R. McCabe 
M. M. Bicket
Earl Jaggers
J W. Downing 
James K. Baddley. Sr. 
Cecil Barnett

Churches
4 EVANGEL PRESBYTERY 

(All towns are in Alabama) 
Anniston. Faith 
Birmingham. Briarwood

Faith
Clio. Pea River 
Gadsden. First

Rainbow 
Greenville. First 
Hueytown, First 
Louisville, Ala., Pea River Millbrook, First 
M ontgomery, First

Oak Park
Providence
Trinity

Notasulga W oodland 
Opelika. Trinity 
Ozark. Ozark

Ruling Elders

Joseph A. Walker 
John Glasser 
John McKinstry 
Robert Neill 
A. H. Gibson 
John Spencer 
Earl Baxter 
Ralph Langford 
Finis McCluney 
W. B. Connally 
W. Jack W illiamson 
Charles Stegall 
Earl Baxter James E. Crump
H. K. Francis 
Donald M clnnis 
Robert Phaturos 
J. L. Mills 
E. M. Folm ar 
James T. Johnson W. F. Joseph 
John Ward
R W. Teague

Teaching Elders
F Jack G iddings 
John Thompson 
(Joseph D Beale) 
James G Priddy 
Wayne Rogers
Teaching Elders

Douglas Miller

James M. Baird 
George W. Mitchell 
Henry M, Hope. Jr.
Dale Umbriet 
Wick Broomall 
Oliver Hamby 
Willis H. Harville 
John Oliver 
Teaching Elders

John Stodghill 
Fred E. M anning, Jr.

Thomas R. Patete 
Frank Bratt 
Robert LaMay 
Robert Mabson 
Teaching Elders

Frank Barker 
Peter Doyle 
Kenneth Wilson

James Bland C. 
William Whitwer 
Roy Taylor 
William H. Bell

H arry Miller 
Ken Ironside 
Laurie V. Jones, Jr.

William E. G idden. Jr. 
John D Holmes 
David E. Crocker
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Churches
Prattville. First 
Troy. First
Union Springs. Bethel 
Other Ministers:

Ruling Elders
Rudolph Russell
(). A Griffin 
Homer Reeves
l.eo Houston

5. PRESBYTERY OK TH E G O I.D  COAST 
(All towns are in Florida.)

Churches
Boca Raton. Spanish River 
Coral Gahles. G ranada

Coral Springs. First 
Delray Beach. Seacrest Blvd.
Ft. Lauderdale. Covenant 
Lake Worth. Lake Osborne 
Miami. LeJeune

Pinelands
Shenandoah
Trinity 

Wauchula. First 
Other Ministers:
6 . GRACE PRESBYTERY

(All towns in Mississippi, except
Churches
Baton Rouge. La . Monte Sano 
Brookhavcn. First 
Collins. M cDonald 

Sleigo 
Crystal Springs. First 
Ellisville. Ellisville 
Gloster. Bethany 
Hazlehurst. First 
Heidelberg. Heidelberg 
Leakesville. Leakesville 
Liberty. Liberty 
Magee. Magee 

Sharon 
Mize. Calvary 
Moss Point. Moss Point 
Mount Olive. Hopewell 

Mount Olive 
Picayune. First 
Prentiss. Prentiss 
Taylorsville. First 
Waynesboro. Philadelphus 
Woodville, First 
Other Ministers

Ruling Elders
K innisC . Schumacher 
Donald Boerema 
Charles A Kimbrell 
Kenneth L Ryskamp 
Jack B. Hathaway 
James McOwen 
Joseph High 
W illiam Pearson 
W illiam C. Swain 
Glenn Bluff
Kenneth Keyes 
J. M. Vroon 
Roy Gamble 
Charles A. Rcif. Jr

as indicated)
Ruling Elders
Arvid G. Nordstrom 
Eben Bee

Arnold Lee 
Houston Blackwell 
Dewitt Smylie 
Byron Hutchinson 
James Hillman Belding 
Evans Martin 
E. L. Caston 
Edwin E. Cunningham 
Carl Yelverton 
Marvin Magee 
E. Gregory Wood
John McNair 
Henry F Auter
Max Kennedy
Paul Griffith
James E. Wilkerson. Jr.

7. PRESBYTERY OF THE G U LF COAST 
(All towns in Florida, except as indicated.)

Churches Ruling Elders
Madison, Madison A. Julian Gibson
M ilton, Westminster J. D. G illm an
Opelousas, La.. First W. G. Owen, III

Teaching Elders
Adrian DeYoung 
John P. C lelland

Donald C. Graham  
Kenneth Ironside 
Paul (i. Settle 
Ronald L. Siegenthaler

Teaching Elders
P David Nicholas 
Robert J Ostenson 
Hal McNeely
Ross A. Bair 
Joseph A. W arner 
Daniel D. Sulc 
Richard Lynn Downing
William R Johnson 
Alan Mugler

Donald R Esty 
Russel D Toms 
Jack E. Fisher

Teaching Elders
W illiam Frisbee 
Jack Ross 
(Joe G ardner. Jr.) 
(French Tripp)
Doyle A Hulse
Tim Fortner
Byron Snapp

Norman Bagby
John Reeves 
(Joe G ardner, Jr.) 
Joe G ardner. Jr. 
Billy G. Combs 
French W Tripp 
Ron Swafford

Edward Johnson 
O Palmer Robertson

Teaching Elders
John Baldwin 
Harrison H am den 
George H. Taylor
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Churches
Pensacola, Fairfield

Mcllwain Memorial
Quincy, New Philadelphia 
Tallahassee, Westminster

Ruling Elders
Murdock M. Campbell, Sr. 
Gerald Sovereign 
James E. Gilbert 
Wilson M. Coleman 
J. D Gillman

Other Ministers
8. PRESBYTERY OF M ID-ATLANTIC 
C hurches
Baltimore, Md.. Inverness 
Burlington, N.C.. Northside
Chester, Va.. Centralia 
Durham . Fuller Memorial 
Hopewell. Va., West End 

West Hopewell 
Norfolk. Calvary 
Other Ministers

Ruling Elders
Donald M ountan 
W illiam H. Huffman 
Charles G. Parks 
E. H. Frieline
Robert L. Nugent 
S. S. Harrison

9 PRESBYTERY OF MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 
(All towns in Mississippi, except as indicated.)

Churches
Alexandria. La.. Jackson 

Street 
Bailey. First 
Belzoni, First 
Carthage. Carthage 
C linton, Mt. Salus 
DeKalb. Bloomfield 

Dekalb 
Delhi. La., Delhi 
Edwards, Bethesda 
Forest, Forest 
G oodm an, Goodm an 
Isola. Isola 
Jackson. Alta Woods

North Park 
St. Paul 
Westminster 

Kosciusko, First 
Lexington, First 
Louisville, First 
Macon, Macon
Newton, Mt. Moriah 
Pearl, Pearl 
Philadelphia, Carolina 

First
Preston, Pleasant Springs 
Raym ond, Raymond 
Rolling Fork, Rolling Fork 
Tchula. Tchula 
Union. Union 
Vicksburg. Westminster 
Yazoo City. First 
Other Ministers

Ruling Elders
Herman Quantz
Lanier Walker 
W illiam H. Allen 
Vernon R. Cotten
A. D. Owings

Lamar Bryant 
Watson Flowers 
Henry Melichar

Charles Estes 
W. F. Follen 
Joe Bowden 
Edward O. Nalley 
George Holman
G. D. Russell 
Moses W. Triplett
E. G. Flora
L. F. Sprecher 
Otis Chapman 
C, L. McNamee
H. W Murphy
J. C. T reloar
H. C. Glazier. Jr.
J. M. Cole 
Claude Thompson 
Frederick R Clark

Teaching Elders
E. Lee Trinkle 
D onald Dunkerly
Tim othy Elder

William A. M cllwaine

Teaching Elders
William Jones 
David Ham ilton

Edwin L. W orstall, Jr. 
Kennedy Smartt 
Ronnie I. Willis 
E. C. Cooley 
James G. Edwards 
Russell Flaxman

Teaching Elders
A. Michael Schneider. Ill

Eurie H. Smith. Ill

(Joseph H. Armfield, Jr.) 
Joseph H. Armfield, Jr. 
Paul Lipe
Wayne Herring 
(Howard S. Allen)
(Eurie H. Smith. Ill)
B. I. Anderson
Brister Ware 
Gerald Morgan 
Thomas L. Llewelyn 
Erskine L. Jackson 
Howard S. Allen 
Thomas A. Cook

(John Allen Little)
John Allen Little 
(Joseph H. Armfield. Jr.) 
Jack Eubanks
Joseph Pipa 
William H. Smith 
John T. Allen
Charles L. Chase 
John E. Kyle 
Thomas Lacy 
Ron Mussleman 
Donald B. Patterson 
Jack B. Scott 
M orton H. Smith
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Churches Ruling Elders

10. PRESBYTERY OF NORTH G EO R G IA  
(All towns are in Georgia.)

Churches
Atlanta, Emmanuel 
Chestnut M ountain.

Chestnut Mountain 
Decatur. Continuing 
Powder Springs, Midway 
Smyrna, Smyrna 
Other Ministers

Ruling Elders
R. E. Bolton
Lloyd Strickland 
Harold E. Blankenship 
Hugh Kemp 
Ray W illiams

1 1. PRESBYTERY OF TENNESSEE VALLEY 
(All towns are in Tennessee.)

Churches 
Alcoa. Trinity
Chattanooga, Brainerd Hills 

Westminister
Hixson, Hixson
Signal M ountain. Wayside
Other Ministers

Ruling Elders
Boyce Coppingcr 
G ordon Mellencamp 
Everett Allen 
Luther Allin. Jr.
Paul Hawkins 
Richard Sternsman

12. PRESBYTERY OF TEXAS 
(All towns are in Texas.) 

Churches 
Dallas. John Knox 
Houston. Oaklawn 
Paris. First 
Tyler. Fifth Street

Ruling Elders
Davis Lewis
F. W. Chambers
A. H. Burton 
Alex McKenzie

Other Ministers

13. VANGUARD PRESBYTERY 
Churches
Charleston. W. Va.. Kanawha Salines 
Denver. N.C., Unity 
G oldsboro. N.C.. Antioch 
Ham pton, Va., G race Covenant 
Huntsville. Ala.. Ebenezer 
Louisville, Ky., First 
Manassas. Va.. Reformed 
Princeton, N.C.. Progressive 
Savannah. G a., Eastern Heights 
Valhermosa Springs, Ala., Talucah 
Winchester, Ky., Winchester 
Other Ministers

Ruling Elders
Harry E. G ardiner 
Gene Wallace
W. H Roscopf 
Tom Nalls 
Earle L. Glenn 
James W. Kemper
L. C. G unn. Jr.
S O. Wadell 
James Francis Miller

14. W ARRIOR PRESBYTERY 
(All towns are in Alabama.) 

Churches
Akron, First 
Aliceville, First

Pleasant Ridge

Ruling Elders
Andrew Dearman
H. C. Horton 
W. C. M artin (Alt.) 
Richard Owens

Teaching Elders
James Turner 
William K. Wymond

Teaching Elders
Richard Eugene Hunt
Morse Up de G raff

Charles D unahoo 
Huyung Yong Park 
James B. Sherwood 
Leonard T. Van Horn 
Ben Wilkinson

Teaching Elders
Basil Albert 
Charles E. Turner 
James H. Patterson
Herbert L. Broadwater 
David Russell 
Frederick Fowler
H. W Link 
David Russell

Teaching Elders
Charles Cobb 
Thomas Hoolscma 
Eric McQuitty 
Dan H McCown 
James H Stewart 
John Bowling 
John McNicoll 
Ralph Didier

Teaching Elders
Dewey D. Murphy 
(J. Lewis Baker)
John Burdette Slicer, Jr.
Robert G. Eppler 
Edwin P. E lliott, Sr.J. Lewis Baker 
Todd W Allen 
John R Buchanan
James R. Graham 
William E. H ill, Jr. 
James L. Lyons 
James E. M oore 
Linwood G. Wilkes

Teaching Elders
(W illiam C. Dinwiddie) 
Charles L. Wilson
(Charles L. W ilson)
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Churches
Boligee, First 
Brent, Brent 
Centreville, First 
Faunsdale, Faunsdale 
Gastonburg, First 
G reensboro, First 
Linden, Linden 
Newbern, First 
Selma, Crescent Hill

W oodland Heights 
Sumterville, Bethel First 
Uniontown, First 
York, York 
Other Ministers
15. PRESBYTERY OF THE WESTERN CAROLINAS 

(All towns are in North Carolina)
Ruling Elders
William H. Hinkle 
Thurman Huskins

Ruling Elders
Raymond Colgrove, Sr. 
S. Elliot Belcher 
C. E. Hornsby, Jr.

W. G. Fowler 
Charles M iller, Jr.
J. R. Carlisle 
John Vanderveer 
J. D. Lavender 
James W. Long 
John Bell

Churches
Black M ountain, Friendship 
Burnsville, Estatoa 
Hazelwood, Hazelwood 
M arion, Story Memorial 
Swannanoa, Swannanoa Valley 
Waynesville, Covenant
Other Ministers 
16. WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERY 
Churches
Cedar Bluff, Va., Cedar Bluff 
Coeburn, Va., Coeburn 

Mt. Olivet 
Greenville, Tn., Meadow Creek 
Johnson City, Tn.. Asbury 
Jonesboro, T., Midway 
Roanoke, Va., Westminster 
Other Ministers

H arold J Lonon, Sr. 
W ilbur Ward 
Robert Jamison 
J. T. Russell, Jr.

Teaching Elders
Julian Stennis 
W illard W. Scott
(Virgil Pino)
(Virgil Pino)
William C. Dinwiddie 
T heodore Martin 
(W illiam C. Dinwiddie) 
Cecil W illiamson, Jr. 
William H. Rose, Jr.
Virgil Pino 
John Jamison 
Lem Tittsworth, Jr.

Teaching Elders
J. Kemp Hobson
C. D. Murphy 
Charles D. Yeargan 
Sidney B. Anderson 
Harold Borchert
G. Aiken Taylor

17.

Teaching Elders
John P. Sartelle 
Kerry W. (Pete) Hurst 
(Kerry W. Hurst)
Larry E. Ball 
Frank K. Chapo 
Frank E. Smith 
Charles W. McNutt 
Joseph C. M orecraft, III

C ONGREGATIONS NOT YET IN ONE OF THE PRESBYTERIES OF THE 
NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Ruling Elders

Ivan L. Ward 
Frank Clark
Troy Hartman

Churches Ruling Elders
Centreville, Ms. Thomson Memorial Herman Jackson
Charleston, W.Va.,

Faith James Miller
Rebecca Littlepage Robert Kresge
South Ruffner James N. Gay

Clayton, Ala., Clayton E. C. Ventress
Columbus, Ms., First John D. Laws

P. A. Yelverton
Decatur, Ga.,
Weekirk-Covenant J. R. Westlake
Edwards, Ms., Edwards R. R Cannada
Fort Deposit, Ala.,

Sandy Ridge Bob Davis
Garden City, G a., Chapel in

the Gardens R B. Jones
Houston, Ms.. First Wesley Patch
Jackson. Ms.. First Robert C. Cannada

Leon Hendrick
M B. Swayze
H. S. W illiford, Sr.

Knoxville. Tn., West Hills H. Jack Stripling
Montgomery, Ala., Covenant Weldon Doe. Jr.
Virginia Beach, Va., Calvary, P. W. Mai pass
215 Churches, 208 Ruling Elders, 179 Teaching Elders, 387 Total Commissioners.
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1-3 Election of the Moderator
The following rules of procedure for the election of a moderator were adopted:
1. After the Stated Clerk has presented the roll of commissioners and a quorum has 
been declared present, a M oderator shall be nominated and elected.
2. There shall be one nominating speech for each nominee, limited to five (5) m in­
utes.
3. If more than one Commissioner shall be nominated for M oderator, election 
shall be by ballot on blank ballots provided as prepared by the Stated Clerk. Tellers 
appointed by the Stated Clerk shall gather and count ballots, and report the tabula­
tion to the Stated Clerk. If no nominee receives a majority of the votes cast, a second 
ballot shall be called on the two nominees who receive the highest number of votes 
on the first ballot. The M oderator shall declare an election when a nominee shall 
have received a majority of the votes cast by commissioners present and voting.
4. As soon as a M oderator shall have been declared elected he shall assume his 
constitutional duties.

Ruling Elder W. Jack Williamson was elected M oderator by acclamation. The 
M oderator introduced the members of his family who were present to the Assembly.
1-4 Election of the Stated Clerk
Teaching Elder Morton H. Smith was elected stated Clerk by acclamation.
1-5 Election of the Recording Clerk
Ruling Elder John Spencer of the Briarwood Church was elected Recording Clerk.
1-6 Election of Temporary Clerks

At the request of the Stated Clerk all of the Stated Clerks of provisional Presbyteries 
who were present as Commissioners to the Assembly were elected as Temporary 
Clerks for this Assembly.
1-7 Adoption of the Docket

The Docket as presented in the Commissioner’s Handbook was adopted with the 
addition of an observance of the Lord’s Supper as a part of the final worship service.

First Day - Tuesday, December 4, 1973
10:00 A.M. Registration for the General Assembly at Briarwood Presbyterian Church 
7:30 P.M. The Opening Worship, with address by Ruling Elder W. Jack W illiamson, Convener 

Announcement o f enrollm ent by the Temporary Clerk 
Opening prayer o f the General Assembly by the Convener 
Recognition o f Visitors 
Election o f a M oderator 
Election o f a Stated Clerk
Election o f a Tem porary Clerk nom inated by the Stated Clerk 
Presentation of Com m unications with reference by the Stated Clerk 
Presentation of Overtures with reference by the Stated Clerk 
Presentation o f Reports with reference by the Stated Clerk
Announcement o f method o f procedure and committee membership by the Stated Clerk 
Greeting from the Host Pastor and presentation o f the life and work o f Briarwood 

Presbyterian Church, The Rev. Frank Barker 
Recess until 2:00 P.M. Wednesday
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Second Day - Wednesday, December 5, 1973
8:30 A.M. Committees Meet

1. Mission to the W orld - Room 1
2. Mission to the United States - Room 2
3. Christian Education and Publications - Room  3
4. Committee on A dm inistration - Room 4
5. Constitutional Documents - Room 5
6 . Judicial Business - Room 6 

12:30 P.M. Recess and Luncheon at the Church
2:00 P.M. W orship Service conducted by Rev. Dr. C. Darby Fulton 
2:30 P.M. Selection o f a name

Report on adoption o f Constitutional Documents 
5:30 P.M. Recess for D inner
7:30 P.M. W orship Service with address by Dr. Palmer Roberson 
9:00 P.M. Recess until 8:30 A.M. Thursday

Third Day - Thursday, December 6, 1973
8:30 A.M. Worship Service conducted by The Rev. H arold R. Patteson 
9:00 A.M. Report o f the Com mittee on the Mission to the W orld

Report o f the Committee on Mission to the United States 
12:00 P.M. Recess for lunch 
2:00 P.M. Reconvene

Report on the Committee on Christian Education and Publications 
Report o f the Com m itte on Adm inistration 

5:30 P.M. Recess for D inner
7:30 P.M. W orship Service, with address by Dr. D onald B. Patterson 
9:00 P.M. Recess until 8:30 A.M. Friday

Fourth Day - Friday, December 7, 1973
8:30 A.M. Worship Service, conducted by The Rev. J. Lewis Baker 

Report o f Judicial Business Committee 
Report o f Nom inating Committee 
Selection o f place and time for next meeting 

12:00 P.M. Recess for Lunch 
2:00 P.M. Reconvene 

Old Business 
New Business
Report o f Committee o n  Thanks
Closing W orship Service conducted by The Rev. Henry M. Hope, Jr. with observance o f 

the L ord’s Supper 
Adjournment

1-8 Standing Committee on Theology Appointed
The M oderator appointed the following Standing Committee on Theology: Teach­

ing Elders Joe Morecraft, Chairman, William Bell, and Eugene Hunt, and Ruling 
Elders Murdock Campbell and Nolen Armstrong.
1-9 Excuse for Absence Granted

Request for excuse for absence from the Rev. Claude D. Gamble, Jr., of Vaiden, 
Mississippi, was granted.
1-10 Communications and Overtures Referred

The Stated Clerk presented the following communications and overtures, which 
were referred as indicated:
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Received as Information:
A letter from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Northern Ireland,

“At its September meeting the Council o f the Evangelical Church, Northern Ireland, recorded the 
following minute:

T h e  Council o f the Evangelical Presbyterian Church gives thanks to  G od for the grace and courage 
shown by those form ing the Continuing Church, loyal to the Bible and the Westminster Confession 
of Faith.'

May the Spirit o f G od use your witness mightily.
Yours sincerely,
W. J. McDowell 
C lerk o f Council"

A cable from Nagoya, Japan,
“May God bless this organizational Assembly with you.

James and Pauline McAlpine"
A telegram from Hamilton, Ontario,

“Please add our warmest congratulations to the joyful chorus o f Angels and friends acclaiming your 
newly organized General Assembly according to His will and for His great purpose on earth.

Signed, The First Korean Presbyterian Church, T oronto ,
Rev. Sang Soopak, Dr. Y. W on”

To the Judicial Business Committee:
Communication 3. From the Rev. Eurie Hayes Smith, III.
“To The General Assembly 
Fathers and Brethren:

The General Assembly o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church meeting in Birmingham, Alabam a, on 
December 4, 1973, is herewith respectfully overtured that:

1. After the initial form ation o f the Presbyteries the right o f presbytery sovereignty be acknowledged so 
as to prevent the dim inishing or enlarging o f Presbyteries' boundaries without the direct consent o f these 
bodies and,

2. That it shall be recommended to these courts that
a. Their size shall be lim ited, generally, to  a diam eter o f 150 miles in o rder to maintain Elder par­

ticipation.
b. That their number shall be lim ited, generally, to 40 churches so that genuine fellowship may be 

had by all the constituting ministers and churches.
Eurie Hayes Smith, III”

Overture 1. LF Coast Presbytery
"T hat the first General Assembly o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church leave the boundaries o f the 

presbyteries fluid through 1974 and to consult with the presbyteries concerning their boundaries before any 
changes are planned."
Overture 10. From Covenant Presbytery

"T hat the General Assembly seek to keep, both now and in the future, the size o f our presbyteries — both 
geographically and numerically — small enough so that every church and m inister may be represented at all 
meetings, and so that general fellowship among members may be fully realized.”
Overture 15. From G ulf Coast Presbytery

"A t its August 9, 1973, meeting, the G ulf Coast Presbytery overtured the first General Assembly o f the 
Continuing Presbyterian Church to leave the boundaries o f presbyteries fluid through 1974 and to consult 
with the presbyteries concerning their boundaries before any changes are planned.
To the Standing Committee on Theology:
Communication 4. From the R ev. Eurie Hayes Smith, III
To: The General Assembly 
Fathers and Brethren:

The General Assembly o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church meeting in Birmingham, Alabama, on 
December 4, 1973, is herewith respectfully overtured:

1. To investigate and publish to the Congregations o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church the rich 
spirit filled, but neglected heritage o f Reformed W orship and,
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2. To contrast this with the many non-Reform ed liturgies presently in use among us and.
3. To provide a Reformed Liturgy and a Reformed psalter (including hymns and other appropriate 

liturgical music) that clearly exists in our faith, and.
4. To recommend to the ministers what constitutes proper pulpit (liturgical) dress for Reformed pas­

tors and,
5. To recommend to the congregations what constitutes proper architecture as exhibits the Reformed 

Christian faith truly, accurately and majestically and,
6 . To demonstrate by its attention to those matters that for the Reformed Faith, faithful, true, biblical 

worship in the Church is as im portant as the Great Commission to the world.
Eurie Hayes Smith, III

Communication 5. From the Rev. Eurie Hayes Smith, III
To: The General Assembly 
Fathers and Brethren:

The G eneral Assembly o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church meeting in Birmingham, Alabama, on 
December 4, 1973, is herewith respectfully overtured to appoint a committee.

1. To prepare a standard theological examination for the officers o f the church that will be used to 
describe and exhibit the basic knowledge o f the Bible and Standards o f this Church by any Elder o r Deacon 
elected to office and.

2. That following the approval o f this exam ination by the General Assembly it shall be sent down to 
the lower courts as the basis for their exam inations prior to ord ination  an d 'o r installation o f Elders and 
Deacons, so that

3. After a reasonable period o f time any officer failing to pass this theological examination will be re­
moved from office and,

4. That all subsequently elected men will be required to pass this theological examination before being 
ordained.

Eurie Hayes Smith, III.
Overture 9. From Covenant Presbytery
That an ad-interim  committee be appointed to study aspects o f Reformed Worship.
To the Constitutional Documents Committee:
Communication 7. From W. M. Coleman
To: The General Assembly

Recommended Changes
Change One: The Larger Catechism, Question 7.

a. In the answer to Q. 7 insert between "m ost just," and "m ost merciful and gracious," the phrase "most 
loving." so that it will read as follows:". . most just, most loving, most merciful and gracious, . . 
Change present footnote 14 to 15 and after "tru th ." '''

b. Insert new footnote 14. "I John 4:8-10. He that loveth not knoweth not G od; for G od is love . . ."
c. Renumber present footnote 14, making it 15.
Reason for change: The attribute "most loving" is included in the definition and description o f G od in 

Chapter II, paragraph 1, o f the Confession o f Faith. The Scripture cited to substantiate this attribute is I 
John 4:8-10. John 3:16 and Romans 5:8. et al., not cited, further emphasize this attribute. That G od is 
"m ost loving" is clearly and repeatedly asserted in the Scriptures, and manifestly is not only im portant, but 
essential to our proper understanding o f His nature.
Change Two: The Shorter Catechism, Question 4.

a. In the answer to Question 4 insert between "goodness," and "and truth" the word "love" with foot­
note 8 so that it will read as follows: ". . goodness.7 love," "and truth.""

b. Insert new footnote 8. "I John 4:8. He that loveth not knoweth not G od; for G od is love."
c. Renumber present footnote 8 , making it 9.
Reason for change: This recomm endation is obviously related to number one above. Scripture clearly 

states that in His being God is love. This quality o f G od 's  nature is too im portant to be omitted.
Overture 3. From First Presbyterian Church, Belzoni, Mississippi
Whereas the Holy Scriptures are the absolute and evidently manifested source for the W estminister Confes­
sion o f Faith and Catechisms, being given as p roof texts to the doctrine declared therein and.
Whereas the Continuing Presbyterian Church desires that all the world shall know o f its great and rigorous 
devotion to the Scriptures in perm itting only that doctrine o r practice in its and Standards or its life that 
are faithful, precise and convincing in their adherence to specific Biblical warrant and.
Whereas the same system of proof texts should be exhibited for the Book of Church O rder, containing the 
Form o f Governm ent. Book o f Discipline and Directory o f W orship, in o rder that the same be consistent 
with the Confession and Catechisms and.
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Whereas such proof texts will ever provide checks against the deletion o f true governmental, disciplinary 
o r liturgical Standards o r the insertion o f false governmental, disciplinary o r liturgical Standards,
Now, therefore: The Session o f the First Presbyterian Church, Belzoni, Mississippi respectfully overtures 
the I st General Assembly o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church to appoint com petent committee o f scho­
lars to prepare such texts o f proof for the Standards o f the Book o f Church Order and who shall submit 
them to that High Court for its consideration and /o r approval by any reasonable schedule not to exceed 
three years.
Overture 6. From Covenant Presbytery

That a committee of scholars be appointed by the First General Assembly to study and to provide Scrip­
tural proof texts for each part o f the denom ination 's Book of Church Order sim ilar to the practice in the 
early years o f the Presbyterian Church, U. S.
Overture 11. From M cllwain Memorial Presbyterian Church, Pensacola, Florida
Whereas, there is not to be any differentiation between the office o f ruling elder and teaching elder 
(M inister o f the W ord), and each is given equal authority in church governm ent according to the Scriptures 
‘(Book o f Church Order, III. page 20);
Whereas, the power of jurisdiction is to be equally exercised by ruling and teaching elders (ministers), but 
jo in tly  in church courts (Book o f Church O rder. 1-4. 3-3, pages 22 and 23);
Whereas, the M inister o f the Word and the ruling elder are to share equally in the governing o f the church 
(Book of Church O rder, 9-3 page 32);
Whereas, Christ has furnished others (ruling elders), besides the M inister o f the W ord, with gifts and com ­
missions to govern when called and ordained thereto (Book o f Church O rder, 11-1. page 35);
Whereas, in all courts o f the church the ruling elders possess the same authority and the same eligibility to 
office as the Minister o f the W ord (Book of Church O rder, 1 1 -2, page 35);
Whereas, the Session is the only court that is denied the right to elect its own m oderator;
Whereas, the office o f M oderator o f Session is the only office in the entire Presbyterian Church system o f 
government to which an elder cannot be elected: and that in his own particular church;
Whereas, the requirement that the M inister be the M oderator o f Session (Book o f Church O rder, 1 3-2, 
page 38) denies the ruling elder ( I ) the exercise o f his gifts and commission to rule; (2) to share equally in 
the governing o f the church; (3) the same eligibility to office as the M inister o f the W ord and differentiates 
between the teaching and ruling elder in matters o f church governm ent— all contrary to the Book o f 
Church Order. Furtherm ore, the principle implies ruling elders are not capable o f m oderating the Session 
(Book o f Church Order, 15-4. page 42);
Whereas, the appointm ent o f a m oderator o f a session by a presbytery when a church is without a pastor 
(Book o f Church Order, I 5-4, page 42) denies the session the exercise o f its proper and efficient jurisd ic­
tion and governing o f its church. It is subject to the convenience and /or whims o f a m oderator who is 
generally already overburdened with responsibilities. It permits a presbytery to name a m oderator unaccep­
table to a session because o f his theological position, personality or availability;
Whereas, the requirement that a M inister o f the W ord be the m oderator o f session under the Book o f 
Church O rder (13-2 and 15-4) places another unnecessary burden and additional responsibilities on a 
minister already encumbered so heavily that the minister o f the W ord is rendered less effective in his total 
ministry;
Whereas, the minister o f the W ord is so encumbered that he ought to have relief from the task and respon­
sibility o f m oderator o f session;
Whereas, the principal parity o f the ruling and teaching elders is violated;
Whereas, there is no Spiritual grounds for the teaching elder to moderate the session, only the tradition  o f 
men;
Therefore, to rectify the inequities, to prom ote a more harm onious relationship in and between courts, to 
provide some relief to an encumbered ministry, and to m aintain the parity o f teaching and ruling elders, 
the Session o f Mcllwain M emorial Presbyterian Church overtures the first General Assembly o f the C on­
tinuing Presbyterian Church to amend the Book o f Church Order so that a session may exercise its right to 
elect its m oderator.
'References are the BOCO copyrighted by the PCUS in 1965. 12th printing 1969, paperback edition. 
Overture 12. From First Presbyterian Church, Yazoo City, Mississippi
Whereas, the First Presbyterian Church o f Yazoo City, Mississippi is a member o f the Mississippi Valley 
Presbytery and as such has the right and privilege o f filing its Overture with the C ontinuing Presbyterian 
Church; and.
Whereas, a majority o f the Session o f said church believes that each church belonging to the new 
denom ination of the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church should be allowed to determ ine the term that each of
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the officers o f that church should serve and to decide whether o r not each particular church should have a 
system o f rotation for its officers o r whether they should be elected and actively serve for life; and. 
Whereas, the Session o f said church believes that it is the spirit o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church that 
the individual churches making up the new denom ination should be allowed to decide on the local level 
questions arising that pertain to the effective work o f the church and that the question as to the term to be 
served by the officers o f the local church is within this spirit.
Now, Therefore, the Session o f The First Presbyterian Church o f Yazoo City, Mississippi does now peti­
tion and request that the General Assembly o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church accept this Overture and 
in the com pilation o f the Book o f Church Order it be provided that each church belonging to this 
denom ination be allowed to decide upon the term to be served by its officers and the church be allowed to 
decide whether o r not each particular church should have a system of ro tation  for its officers or whether 
they should be elected and actively serve for life.
Overture 13. From Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina
Resolved: that Calvary Presbyterian overture the General Assembly meeting at Briarwood Church, B ir­
mingham, Alabama, in December, 1973, to  make provision in the revised Book o f Church O rder for those 
congregations who desire to do so to  have a rotary system for ruling elders and deacons; and be it further 
Resolved, that the substance o f this overture be communicated immediately to  the committee charged with 
revising the Book o f Church Order.
Overture 14. From Calvary Presbytery
Calvary Presbytery, by a vote o f 24 in favor o f and 21 opposed, overtures the General Assembly meeting at 
Briarwood Presbyterian Church. Birmingham, Alabama in December, 1973 to make provision in the 
revised Book o f Church Order for t'.iose congregations who desire to do so to  have a rotary system for ru l­
ing elders and deacons. This action was taken by Calvary Presbytery at its meeting on August 28, 1973.
Resolution from Teaching Elder Thomas Cook, Louisville, M ississippi.

No ordained member o f any Presbytery in the C ontinuing Church may remain out o f the Pastor-church 
relationship for more than six (6) years at one time except missionaries in the field and retirees. After six
(6) years o f service, i.e., Board-Agency-Executive, Professor, etc., they shall be required to spend three (3) 
years in a Pastor-church relationship in a bona fide call. In extreme cases the local Presbytery, at a stated 
meeting, may by two-thirds vote, extend the six years to seven years.
To the Committee on Administration:
Communication 2. From the First Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, Alabama;
To: The Stated Clerk
Fathers and Brethren:

Greetings in the name o f the G reat King and Head o f the Church Jesus Christ.
H istory records that our predecessors who organized what was to become the Presbyterian Church in 

the United States met first at Augusta, Georgia in 1861. Further study reveals that the second meeting, held 
in 1862, was at the First Presbyterian Church o f M ontgomery, Alabama.

1974 will be the One H undred Fiftieth Anniversary o f the founding o f this congregation. Thus, we o f 
the Session extend a cordial invitation to the General Assembly to have histoi7  repeat itself. Come jo in  us 
in the Sesquicentennial and enjoy our facilities for the second meeting o f this Court.

Cordially yours in Christ's Service,
Harry N. M iller, Jr., M oderator 

Communication 6: From the Rev. Eurie Hayes Smith, III.
To: The General Assembly 
Fathers and Brethren:

The General Assembly o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church meeting in Birmingham, Alabama on 
December 4, 1973 is herewith respectfully overtured that:

1. Recognizing that spiritual deterioration and doctrinal deviation are usually accompanied by 
bureaucratic growth and believing that such is not truly Presbyterian in spirit o r o rder and is no blessing 
upon the church and,

2. Desiring to guard against such exhibition of the old nature o f man in this new church which G od is 
giving, namely, the Continuing Presbyterian Church and,

3. Whereas declaring that the most im portant work o f this church shall always be at the congregational 
level, now,

4. Therefore let it be resoulved,
(I )  that no person shall possess any power, authority o r position as has been formulated under such 

terms as ‘executive secretary, executive Presbyters, coordinators, chairmen o f boards, agencies comm is­
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sioners or committees' as we have seen elsewhere and (2) that no minister o r E lder shall occupy any chair o f 
leadership without simultaneously serving a congregation and (3) that no salary shall ever be paid to any 
officer o f the church save a pastor o r missionary, exempting business expenses.

Eurie Hayes Smith, III
Overture 4. From First Presbyterian Church, Belzoni, M ississippi

1. That the Administrative Offices o f the Church, namely: The M oderator and the Stated Clerk, be 
established in some other place within the geographical confines o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church 
than A tlanta, Georgia and its vicinity; preferably in an area where a considerable concentration o f the con­
gregations exists and,

2. That the Permanent Com mittees o f the General Assembly be established systematically in other 
places throughout the Southland so as to position some part o f the High C ourt’s work near at hand to most 
o f the congregations.
Overture 5. From Northside Presbyterian Church, Burlington, North Carolina
Whereas it is the understanding o f this Session that the first G eneral Assembly o f the Continuing 
Presbyterian Church meeting in Birmingham. Alabama on December 4, 1973 has before it a proposal to 
have four separate treasurers (one for each o f the four perm anent committees) and.
Whereas the collection and the dispersal o f money is o f concern to all Christians (we know this from study 
o f the early church. Acts 6:1, 2) and.
Whereas the twelve apostles had only one treasurer and the early church in Jerusalem had one treasury and, 
Whereas most businesses, organizations, presbyteries, and congregations have but one treasury and, 
Whereas it would be more convenient for local church treasurers to send one check to  one office in one 
location with one set o f financial records and,
Whereas it would be better stewardship o f the L ord's money to have but one treasurer and one approved 
budget instead o f four and.
Whereas this Session for the first tim e in a number o f years would appreciate the opportunity  o f supporting 
the total work o f the church which was a very basic purpose for withdrawing from the P.C.U.S. and becom­
ing a part o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church,
Therefore the Session o f the Northside Presbyterian Church respectfully overtures the first General Assem­
bly o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church that the Committee on A dm inistration nom inate to the General 
Assembly a Business A dm inistrator who shall serve as the Treasurer o f the G eneral Assembly and that he 
shall receive all funds and disburse directly to each of the perm anent committees such funds as sent to his 
office and strictly adhere to the approved budget and that he disburse all funds as designated by the donors 
if not contrary to the approved budget o r principles o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church. It would be 
understood that each o f the four perm anent committees o f the General Assembly be responsible to prom ote 
their own financial causes within the budget guidelines o f the General Assembly, with the Committee on 
A dm inistration reviewing all the financial requests for the budget o f the four Perm anent Committees and 
that the Committee on A dm inistration oversee the records and duties o f the Treasurer.
Overture 7. From Covenant Presbytery

That the adm inistrative and committee headquarters o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church be located 
anywhere within our geographical bounds O THER THAN A tlanta, G eorgia, (emphasis that o f presbytery) 
area.

To the Committee on Christian Education and Publications:
Overture 2. From First Presbyterian Church, Belzoni, M ississippi

The Session o f the First Presbyterian Church respectfully overtures the First General Assembly o f the 
Continuing Presbyterian Church meeting at Birmingham, Alabama, December 4, 1973 that a competent 
committee be appointed:

1. To explore the existing possibilities fo r Reform ed m in isteria l tra in in g  for the C ontinu ing  
Presbyterian Church, noting particularly the doctrinal teachings o f those institutions that have o r may 
desire to  train men for the pulpits o f our denom ination with respect to the specific doctrinal stance and 
missionary enterprise o f the Continuing Presbyterian Church and,

2 . that if such institutions be found to be compatible, accom odating, guileless in genuine affection and 
like position with regard to the Continuing Presbyterian Church standards and missionary enterprises and 
desiring to effectively train our m inisterial candidates in these standards, those institutions be commended 
to the Courts o f the Church but,

3. that if only institutions of inferior, differing o r opposing views to be found then to initiate the raising 
up o f an institution especially designed to meet the needs for m inisterial train ing for the Continuing 
Presbyterian Church by providing careful, positive, effective, efficient theological training so as to 
engender in the generations o f ministers yet to enter the field with the most free and willing spirit, noble 
and holy aspiration and affection for this church and greatest loyalty to  Jesus Christ in service to this branch o f His body founded upon G od 's Holy W ord.
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Overture 8. From Covenant Presbytery
That an ad-interim  committee be appointed to study the needs of Theological Education within our 

denom ination; to examine those that exist, and if none be found, to recommend the establishment o f a 
Theological Seminary true to our standards and government.
To the Committee on Mission to the United States:
Resolution from Teaching Elder O. Palmer Robertson, Grace Presbytery.

Be it resolved that the First General Assembly of the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church:
1. Urges all its member congregations to consider prayerfully its opportunities for forming a new C on­

tinuing Church congregation in a neighboring vicinity, and to move toward the establishing o f such a new 
congregation by the next G eneral Assembly.

2. Requests the General Assembly’s Committee on the Mission to the United States to provide strategy 
papers for the realization o f such goals.

3. Encourages Presbyteries to work with local congregations in making plans for the establishing of new 
churches during the coming year.

Respectfully submitted,
O. Palmer Robertson 
Grace Presbytery

To the Committee on Mission to the World:
Communication from officers of eight Presbyteries o f Honam  area, Korea, extend greetings, asking for 

cooperation with our Church.
Communication from the Presbytery o f the Mayab. National Presbyterian Church o f Mexico, extending 

greetings, and asking cooperation.
Communication from the Evangelistic Mission to Puerto Rico, extending greetings, and offer to assist 

mission work in the Spanish speaking world.
Resolution from Teaching Elder, O. Palmer Robertson, Grace Presbytery
Whereas the central task of the Church is summarized in the G reat Commission o f our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Matthew 28:18-20, therefore, be it resolved that the First General Assembly o f the C ontinuing 
Presbyterian Church request its Committee on Mission to the world:

1. To designate a day o f their selection as a day o f prayer and fasting for the world mission o f the 
Church, and,

2. To provide appropriate m aterial for prom otion o f such a day.
Respectfully submitted,
O. Palmer Robertson 
G race Presbytery

1-11 Presbyteries Ordered to Meet
The Presbytery of Mississippi Valley was ordered to meet to handle the transfer of 

one of its ministers, and to clarify the status of another, as requested by the Clerk of 
Presbytery.

All other Presbyteries which have not yet elected their slate of nominees for the 
General Assembly’s Nominating Committee were directed to meet as early as possible 
to complete this item of business.
1-12 Interchurch Relations Sub-Committee Elected

On recommendation of the Advisory Convention that an Inter-Church Relations 
Sub-committee under the Committee on Administration for contact with other bodies 
of like faith be appointed, the Executive Committee nominated the following, who 
were elected by the Assembly;

TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS
Class of 1974 G. Aiken Taylor, Convenor Donald Mclnnis, Montgomery, Ala.

Class of 1975 William E. Hill John Clark, Macon, Georgia
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly

1-13 Editorial Sub-committee Elected
On recommendation of the Executive Committee the following Sub-committee of 

the Constitutional Documents Committee for Editorial Corrections of the Book of
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Church Order was elected: Teaching Elders, G. Aiken Taylor, Chairman, Harold R. 
Patteson, O. Palmer Robertson, and Fred Thompson, and Ruling Elder M. B. Swayze. 
This Committee acted as a Standing Committee of the Assembly to receive all sugges­
tions for editorial changes in the Book of Church Order.
1-14 Standing Committees of the Assembly

In addition to the Standing Committee on Theology (1-8), the Inter-church Rela­
tions Committee, and the Editorial Committee, the Provisional Committees of the 
Organizing Committee were appointed to act as Standing Committees of the Assembly. 
The personnel of these Committees is as follows, and those who were present at the 
Assembly served:

CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS COMMITTEE
TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS

Charles Dunahoo, Chairman John Barnes
Frank Barker C. Gregg Singer
Donald Patterson 
Morton H. Smith

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION
TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS

Gordon Reed, Chairman William Houston
E. C. Cooley Bill Joseph
Charles Dunahoo John Spencer
Joseph W. Everett, Jr. Sam Smith
Bob Ostenson Jules Vroon
James Patterson

JUDICIAL BUSINESS SUBCOMMITTEE
RULING ELDERS TEACHING ELDERS

Leon Hendrick, Chairman Todd Allen
John Glasser Charles McNutt
Ralph Langford 
John Barnes 
James Campbell

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD
TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS

Don Patterson, Chairman G. K. Gunderson
James Baird Roger DeHaven
Fred Fowler Harry Musser, Jr.
James L. Lyons Hugh Smith
Arnie Maves Gerald Sovereign
William Mcllwaine Jay Wood
COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES

TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS
Cecil Williamson, Chairman Glenn Bondurant
Frank Barker W. B. Gibbs, Jr.
William Frisbee Robert Kresge
William Jones Bill Stevenson
John Neville Bobby R. Walters
P. O. Sartelle, Sr. Foster Wilkinson
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COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND  
PUBLICATIONS

TEACHING ELDERS RULING ELDERS
Harry Miller, Chairman Donald Boerema
Harold Borchert Hugh Cunningham
Paul Kooistra Robert Glover
John Oliver Frank Horton
Michael Schneider John Hunter
Harry Schutte

1-15 Adoption of Standing Rules
Judge Leon Hendrick, Chairman of the Judicial Business Committee presented the 

following temporary standing rules, which were adopted by the General Assembly:
1. E xcept as o th erw ise  sp ec ifica lly  p ro v id ed  in these T em p o ra ry  R u les, 

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER shall be the standard in parliamentary procedures.
2. Each recommendation in each report of each provisional Committee must be 

read, considered and acted upon separately.
(a) The chairman moves the adoption.
(b) The Moderator asks: Is there objection or question?
(c) Hearing no objection or question, the M oderator states: It is adopted.

3. Procedure in debating a question:
(a) The chairman reporting, or his designate, may answer questions concerning 

the report addressed to him through the Moderator.
(b) Only the chairman shall have an opportunity to make the final statement in 

debate.
(c) No commissioner may speak on the same question more than once until all 

desiring to speak have done so. Each speaker shall be limited to a maximum of five 
minutes.

(d) When any main motion has been debated for one hour, the M oderator shall 
inquire of the Court whether it wishes to place some definite limit upon further debate.

(e) Debate shall be free and open, with equal time being given to proponents 
and opponents insofar as possible.

4. All motions shall be presented in writing and read before being voted upon. 
1-16 Recommended Names for the Church

The M oderator reported that the Executive Committee recommended for the con­
sideration of the Assembly the following three names:

The Presbyterian Church in America 
The Presbyterian Church of America 
The National Presbyterian Church 

The actual selection of the name for the Church was set for the Wednesday afternoon 
session.1-17 Reference of two proposed statements to Inter-church Relations Committee

Two papers presented to the Assembly by the Executive Committee were referred to 
the Inter-church Relations Committee:

Paper I / A ResolutionWhereas the Sovereign God has been pleased to call sixteen presbyteries, approximately 250 churches and 
approximately 60,000 believers into a new fellowship o f Presbyterians;
And Whereas the Lord Jesus Christ, the sole Head o f the Church and the only Lawgiver in Z ion has con­
stituted this fellowship into a Continuing Presbyterian Church known as ;
And Whereas in the adopted constitution these members and judicatories reaffirm their faith in the ple­
nary verbal inspiration o f Scripture, which Scriptures are inerrant in their original manuscripts; and have 
further reaffirmed their adherance to the Reformed Faith as expressed in the Westminster Confession of
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Faith and Catechisms; and have further declared their acceptance o f the presbyterian representative form o f 
church government;And Whereas this Continuing Church seems to be the largest Presbyterian body in the United States hold­
ing specifically and uncompromisingly to the Scriptures o f the Old and New Testaments as the inerrant 
W ord o f G od and humbly believing that this position is a sacred trust from G od;
And Whereas the Continuing Presbyterian Church does not intend at this tim e to enter into organic union 
with any other denom ination, but nevertheless earnestly desires to have fellowship and com munication 
with likeminded Christians;
Be It Therefore Resolved:

1. That the Stated Clerk o f the General Assembly be authorized and hereby directed to place a suitable 
notice in appropriate religious publications throughout the United States extending the right hand of 
fellowship to all Christians o f the Presbyterian and Reformed tradition  who believe in the Scriptures o f the 
Old and New Testaments as the W ord o f G od written.

(2) That in all such notices and com munications, individuals and judicatories be invited to  com ­
municate with the Stated Clerk o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church as correspondents.

(3) That all such correspondence be explored as possibilities for broadening and strengthening the 
spirit o f love and understanding between Christians in the United States who believe the Bible as the Word 
of God written, the Reformed Faith and the Presbyterian order.

Paper II / A Proposal

An address to all churches o f Jesus Christ throughout the world from the General Assembly
Greeting: Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you!
Dear Brethren in Christ:

As the comes into being and takes her place among the family o f Churches o f the
Lord Jesus Christ, we take this opportunity to address all Churches by way o f a testimony.

We gather to continue as a true branch o f the Church o f our Lord Jesus Christ. We affirm our allegiance 
to Him as the sole Head o f the Church and the sole Law-giver in Z ion. vVe remember that "the gates o f hell 
shall not prevail" against His Church.

First, it must be acknowledged that the constituency o f this new denom ination have separated them ­
selves from the Presbyterian Church in the United States. Let it be said from the outset that we as a separate 
ecclesiastical entity do not intend to dwell on the negative aspects o f our separation from the Church. The 
decision to separate has come only after long years o f struggle and heartache on the part o f many o f us to 
return the Church to purity o f faith and practice. Principle and conviction have entered into that decision, 
which was reached only after much soul searching and earnest prayer. We have reluctantly accepted the 
necessity o f separation, deeming loyalty to Christ to take precedence over the relationship we sustain to  any 
earthly institution, even to a visible branch o f the Church o f Christ. In a spirit o f prayer and with great sor­
row and mourning we have concluded that to  practice the principle o f purity in the Church visible, we must 
pay the price o f separation. In this testimony we desire to elabgae upon those principles and convictions 
that have brought us to that decision. We are convinced that our former denom ination as a whole, and in 
its leadership, no longer holds those views regarding the nature and mission o f the Church, which we accept 
as both essential and true. When we judged that there was no human remedy for this situation, and seeing 
no evidence that G od would intervene, we were compelled to raise a new banner to  the historic. Scriptural 
positions which were the faith o f our forefathers.

First, we declare the basis o f the authority for the Church as we understand it. In every religion there is a 
ground of authority on which faith and practice are based. Christian faith has historically m aintained that 
the Bible is the W ord o f G od written and that it carries the authority o f its d ivine Author. We believe that 
the Bible itself asserts that it has been given by inspiration, o r, m ore literally, has been "G od-breathed" (II 
Tim. 3:16). “No phrophecy ever came by the will o f man; but men spake from G od. being moved by the 
Holy Spirit” (II Peter 1:21). We declare our belief, therefore, that the Bible is the very W ord o f G od, so in ­
spired in the whole and in all its parts, as to be the inerrant W ord o f G od in the original autographs. It is. 
therefore, the only infallible and sufficient rule o f faith and practice.

We believe this was the position o f the founding fathers o f the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
We affirm with them in their "Address to All Churches" the application o f this principle to the Church and 
her mission:

Let it be distinctly borne ill m ind that the only rule o f  judgment is the written Word o f  God. The Church 
knows nothing o f  the intuitions o f  reason or the deductions o f  philosophy, except those reproduced in the 
Sacred Canon. She has a positive constitution in the Holy Scriptures, and has no right to utter a single 
syllable upon any subject except as the Lord puts words in her mouth. She is founded, in oilier words, upon 
express revelation. Her creed is an authoritative testimony o f  God, and not speculation, and what she 
proclaims she must proclaim with the infallible certitude o f  faith, and not with the hesitating assent o f  an 
opinion.
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Wc have called ourselves "C ontinuing '' Presbyterians. This has not been to suggest that we continue the 
organizational structure o f the Presbyterian Church in the United States, but rather that we continue the 
faith o f the founding fathers o f that Church. Ultimately it is because the General Assembly o f the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States has reduced this view o f Scripture to one among many that we 
have felt compelled by conscience before our Lord to depart from our mother Church. Deviations in 
doctrine and practice from historic Presbyterian positions result from accepting other sources o f authority, 
and form making them coordinate o r superior to the divine W ord. A diluted theology, a gospel tending 
towards humanism, an unbiblical view o f marriage and divorce, the ord ination  o f women, financing of 
abortion on socio-economic grounds, and numerous other non-Biblical positions are all traceable to  a 
different view of Scripture from that we hold and that which was held by the Southern Presbyterian 
forefathers.

Change, and in some cases even reversal, in the PCUS was a gradual thing, and its ascendancy in the 
denom ination came about over a long period o f time. We confess that it should not have been permitted. 
Views and practices that underm ine and supplant the system o f doctrine o r polity o f a confessional Church 
ought not to have been tolerated. A Church committeed by covenant to m aintain the purity o f its faith and 
the integrity o f its life must not only require office bearers to subscribe its standards at o rd ination , but also 
exercise over officer and member alike, each in his own court o f original jurisdiction, that discipline which 
is necessary to reclaim the offender and to preserve the Church o f Christ from scandal. A Church that will 
not exercise discipline will not long be able to maintain pure doctrine o r godly practice, regardless o f what 
other merits it may claim.

We frankly confess that the failure o f our predecessors in the PCUS to exercise proper discipline was a 
major cause o f the sad condition o f this denom ination today. Normally discipline includes the excision o f 
error in faith or practice. However, when a denom ination will not exercise discipline when its courts have 
become heterodox o r are disposed to tolerate error, then the m inority finds itself in the anom alous position 
o f being submissive to a tolerant and erring majority. In order for them to proclaim the truth and to prac­
tice the discipline, which they believe obedience to Christ requires, it is necessary for them to separate from 
such a Church. This may be called the exercise o f discipline in reverse. This is how we view our spearation.

Some o f our brethren have felt that the present circumstances do not yet call for such a remedy. They re­
main in the PCUS. We trust that they will continue to contend for the faith, even though our departure 
makes their position more difficult. We express to them our hope that G od will bless them in their efforts, 
and that there may come a genuine spiritual awakening in the PCUS.

We trust that our departure may cause those who control and direct the programs and policies o f the 
PCUS to reexamine their own position in the light o f the Word. Our prayer is that God may use this move­
ment to prom ote spiritual awakening, not only in our new Church, but also in that from which we have 
separated. If such were to occur, we would gladly acknowledge that the grounds for separation and division 
no longer exist.

We declare also that we believe that the system o f doctrine found in G od 's Word is the system known as 
the Reformed Faith. We are committed without reservation to the Reformed Faith as set forth in the 
Westminster Confession and Catechisms. It is our conviction that the Reformed faith is not sectarian, but 
an authentic and valid expression o f Biblical Christianity. We believe that it is our duty to seek fellowship 
and unity with all who profess this faith. We particularly hope to be able to labor with other Christians who 
are committed to this theology.

We further renew and reaffirm our understanding o f the nature and mission o f the Church. First, we 
declare that we believe Christ is King and only Law-giver in Zion. He has established the Church. His 
Church is a spiritual reality. As such it is made up o f all the elect from all ages. This spiritual entity is 
manifested visibly upon the earth. This Church visible is found wherever there are those who profess the true 
faith together with their children. As an assembly of those who do so profess this faith, we now establish this 
denom ination as a true branch o f the Christian Church.

We believe that the Church in its visible aspect is still essentially a spiritual entity. As such, its authority 
and power are received from Christ, the Head, who is seated at the right hand of God in Heaven. He has 
given us His rulebook for the Church, namely, the W ord o f God written. This being the case, we understand 
that the task o f the Church is primarily declarative and m inisterial, not legislative o r magisterial. It is our 
duty to set forth what He has given us in His W ord and not to create our own message o r legislate our own 
laws.

We declare that the ultimate purpose o f the Church is to glorify G od. We believe that this is done by our 
obedience to Christ's G reat Commission. In this connection we affirm the same position as that taken by 
the founding fathers o f our former Church regarding the mission o f the Church.

We desire distinctly and deliberately to inscribe on our Church's banner, as she now unfurls it to the 
world, in immediate subservience to our Lord as the Head and King of the Church His last command: “Go 
ye therefore, and make disciples o f all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and o f the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you. and lo. I am with 
you always, even unto the great end o f our organization, and obedience to it as the indispensable condition 
of our Lord's promised presence. It is the one great comprehensive objective, a proper conception o f whose 
grandeur and magnitude is the only thing which, under the constraining love o f Christ, can ever sufficiently 
arouse our energies and develop our resources so as to cause us to carry on with that vigor and efficiency.
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which true loyalty to our Lord demands, those other agencies necessary to our internal growth and 
prosperity at home.

As a Church we consciously seek to return to the historic Southern Presbyterian view of Church govern­
ment. We reaffirm in the words o f that earlier "Address to All Churches" the following:

The only tiling iluti will be at all peculiar to us is the manner in which n r  shall attempt to discharge oar 
duty. In almost every department o f  labor, except the pastoral care o f  congregations, it has been usual fo r  
the Church to resort to societies more or less closely connected with itself, and yet logically and really dis­
tinct. It is our purpose to rely upon the regular organs o f  our government, and executive agencies directly 
and immediately responsible to them. We wish to make the Church, not merely a superintendent, but an 
agent. It V wish to develop the idea that the congregation o f  believers, as visibly organized, is the very socie­
ty or corporation which is divinely called to do the work o f  the Lord. 11 'e shall, therefore, endeavor to do 
what has never yet been adequately done — bring out the energies o f  our Presbyterian system o f  govern­
ment. Front the Session to the Assembly, we shall strive to enlist all our Courts, as Courts, in every depart­
ment o f  Christian effort. 11 e are not ashamed to confess that «’<' are intensely Presbyterian. IIV embrace all 
other denominations in the arms o f  Christian fellowship and love, but our own scheme o f  government we 
humbly believe to be according to the pattern shown in the Mount, and, by (iod's grace, uv pro/xise to pul 
its efficiency to the test.

As a new member o f the family o f Churches o f the Lord Jesus Christ comes into being we are quick to 
confess the Biblical doctrine o f the unity o f all who are in Christ. We know what happens in one portion o f 
His Church affects all o f the Body o f Christ. We covet the prayers o f all Christians that we may serve 
responsibly. We desire to pursue peace and charity with all our fellow Christians throughout the world.

We greet all believers in an affirmation o f the ties o f Christian brotherhood. We invite into an ec­
clesiastical communion all who maintain our principles o f faith and order.

We now commend you to G od and to the W ord o f His power. We devoutly pray that the Church 
Catholic may be baptized afresh with the Holy Spirit, and that she may speedily be stirred up to take no rest 
until the Lord establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the whole earth.
1-18 Greetings from the Host Pastor

The Rev. Frank Barker, Pastor of the Briarwood Presbyterian Church, brought 
greetings to the Assembly.
1-19 Recess

The Assembly was recessed until 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 5, 1973. The 
Session was closed with prayer led by the Rev. Frank Barker.

SECOND DAY  
W EDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

December 5, 1973
1-20 Worship

The Assembly was led in worship by the Rev. Frank Barker. Dr. John E. Richards 
introduced the guest preacher, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, who preached a sermon entitled, 
‘‘The Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ” based on Philippians 3:7-14.
1-21 Minutes

The Minutes of Tuesday evening’s session were read and approved.
1-22 Overture and Resolution Referred

An overture from the Session of the Jackson Street Presbyterian Church of Alex­
andria, Louisiana, presented by Commissioner Herman Quantz, M.D. as follows was 
referred to the Standing Committee on Theology

That the General Assembly recommend to all Sessions that a course o f instruction in Presbyterian 
doctrine and polity be given to all prospective members p rior to reception.

A Resolution from the Rev. Sam Hoyt of Calvary Presbytery was referred to the 
Standing Committee on Theology:

That we declare that the Certificates o f those Congregations and Teaching Elders which have been 
presented in compliance with the requirements o f the Advisory Convention (Item 17, pages 10-11,
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Convention Minutes) for membership in this Assembly be found in o rder and that they therefore be 
declared in fact members o f this Assembly in compliance with our Confessional Standards, and in 
good Presbyterian order as to the ordination  o f their officers.

1-23 Tape recordings of the Opening Session made available
The Stated Clerk announced the availability of cassette tapes of the entire opening 

Session of this First General Assembly. The Assembly approved the public distribu­
tion of these tapes.
1-24 Presbytery Ordered to Meet

At the request of its Stated Clerk, the Presbytery of Calvary was ordered to meet im­
mediately following the recessing of this Session for the purpose o f dismissing churches 
and ministers to the newly formed Presbytery of Western North Carolina.
1-25 Excuses for Absence Granted

The Rev. French Tripp of Prentiss, Mississippi, was excused because of a death in 
one of his congregations.

Mr. Robert P. Bently of Woodlawn Presbyterian Church, Notasulga, Alabama, was 
excused because of a death in his family.

1-26 Visitors Introduced
Dr. G. Aiken Taylor, Chairman of the Inter-church Relations Committee, in­

troduced the following distinguished visitors from other Churches:
From the Reformed Presbyterian Church o f North America

Dr. John H. White, Dean o f Geneva College, Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania
From the O rthodox Presbyterian Church:

Rev. John J. Mitchell, E ditor o f the Presbyterian Guardian
Rev. Roy Oliver, General Secretary, Committee on Hom e Missions
Rev. Robley Johnston. General Secretary, Comm ittee on Christian Education
Rev. Allen Curry, D irector o f Education Services, Committee of Christian Education
Dr. George Knight, Professor, Covenant Theological Seminary

From the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod
Dr. Robert Rayburn. President, Covenant Theological Seminary 
Mr. Donald D arling, D irector o f Development, Covenant Seminary 
Mr. Robert Palmer, Vice President for Development, Covenant Seminary 
Rev. Donald McNair, Executive D irector, National Presbyterian Missions 
Dr. M arion Barnes, President, Covenant College

From Japan
Elder Akira Kadowaki, Dean, Sewa High School, Kochi 

From Mexico
Rev. David B. Legters, Jr., Rector, Presbyterian Seminary of Mexico 
Stated Clerk o f Mayab Presbytery

From Puerto Rico
Rev. M ario Rivera, Evangelist o f Evangelistic Mission to Puerto Rico 
Rev. Cecilio Lajara, Evangelistic Teacher, Evangelistic Mission

From South Africa
Dr. Francis Nigel Lee, The Reformed Church o f South Africa

From the International Council o f Christian Churches 
Dr. Carl M clntire

1-27 Registration Report
The registration for the Assembly to date was reported as follows: 
Of 244 churches in the movement 203 represented at the Assembly, having approx­

imately 55,000 members. 
There were 166 teaching elders and 250 ruling elders totalling 416. 
375 observers have registered.
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1-28 Standing Committee on Nominations
The Assembly elected as a Standing Committee on Nominations all of the Stated 

Clerks of Provisional Presbyteries who were registered as Commissioners.
THE COM M ITTEE WAS AS FOLLOWS.

Ruling Elder Ralph Langford, Evangel Presbytery, Chairman 
Teaching Elder Harry Schutte, Calvary Presbytery 
Teaching Elder Robert Mabson, Covenant Presbytery 
Teaching Elder Don Esty, Gold Coast Presbytery 
Teaching Elder Norman Bagby, Grace Presbytery 
Teaching Elder M orton H. Smith, Mississippi Valley Presbytery 
Ruling Elder A. H. Burton, Presbytery of Texas 
Teaching Elder Charles Wilson, W arrior Presbytery 
Teaching Elder Frank Smith, Westminster Presbytery 
Ruling Elder P. E. Hawkins, Tennessee Valley Presbytery 
Teaching Elder Kennedy Smartt, M id-Atlantic Presbytery 
Teaching Elder C. D. Murphy, Western Carolina Presbytery

1-29 The Selection of the Name
The General Assembly selected the name “National Presbyterian Church” to be the 

name of the Church.
1-30 Change of Corporation Name Approved

RESOLVED, that the Certificate of Incorporation of Continuing Presbyterian 
Church (A Corporation) be amended so as to change the name of the corporation 
from Continuing Presbyterian Church (A Corporation) to National Presbyterian 
Church (A Corporation)
The Board of Directors or the officers of this Corporation are hereby authorized 

and directed to take such action as may be necessary or proper to change the name of 
this corporation to “National Presbyterian Church (A Corporation).”
1-31 Doctrinal Standards Adopted

The General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church adopted the following 
doctrinal standards as the bond of union:

1. The Westminster Confession of Faith as proposed by the Steering Committee 
for the Continuing Presbyterian Church.

2. The unamended Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms
(Note: See Appendix A, (pages 76-126 for the text of these doctrinal standards.) 

The Constitutional Documents Committee recommends that Communication 7 (See 
page 20) be answered in the negative for the following reasons:

1. That “ love” is included under the attribute of “goodness,” which is listed in 
each Catechism. See Exodus 33:19; 34:6, “And he said, I will make all my 
goodness pass before thee, and will proclaim the name of Jehovah before thee; 
and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy . . . And Jehovah passed by before him, and pro­
claimed, Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abundant in lovingkindness and truth.”

2. That such a change in our Catechisms would mean that our Catechisms would 
differ from that o f h istoric Presbyterian C hurches, and from  other 
Presbyterian bodies with whom we may in the future desire to unite.

The Assembly approved this recommendation in its adoption of the unamended 
Catechisms.
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1-32 The Book of Church Order — Preface
The General Assembly of the National Presbyterian Church adopted the Book of 

Church Order as follows:
The Preface to the Book was amended by reversing the order of sections I and II. It 

was adopted as amended.
1-33 Recess

The Assembly recessed at 5:00 P.M. unitl 7:30 P.M.
EVENING SESSION

1-34 Worship
The Assembly reconvened at 7:30 P.M. The worship service was under the direc­

tion of the Rev. Kennedy Smartt of Hopewell, Virginia. The Rev. Tim Fortner of 
Hazlehurst, Mississippi led in prayer. The Rev. Sidney Anderson of Swananoa, North 
Carolina, read the Scripture. Dr. O. Palmer Robertson, Professor at Westminster 
Theological Seminar, preached a sermon entitled, “The National Presbyterian Church 
and the Faith Once Delivered” based on Jude 3.
1-35 Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapters I - X.

The adoption of the Book of Church Order continued as follows:
Chapter I as printed.
Chapter II as printed.
Chapter III with paragraph 3-4 amended:

"The power o f the Church is exclusively spiritual; that o f the State includes the exercise o f force. 
The Constitution o f the Church derives from divine revelation; the constitution o f the State must 
be determined by human reason and the course o f providential events. The Church has no right 
to construct o r modify a government for the State, and the State has no right to frame a creed or 
policy for the Church. They are as planets moving in concentric orbits. "R ender unto Ceasar the 
things that are Caesar's and unto God the things that are G od 's."

Chapter IV as printed.
Chapter V with paragraph 5-1 amended:

Add the word "new" before the word "church" in the first line, to read: "A  new church can be 
organized. . . ."

Chapter VI as printed.
Chapter VII with 7-1 left blank, and a Committee to be appointed by the 

General Assembly to study the whole question of charismatic gifts, and to bring a state­
ment concerning the matter to the next General Assembly.

A special com m ittee consisting o f Erskine Jackson, C hairm an, D onald 
Dunkerly, Frank Barker and Palmer Robertson was appointed by the Moderator, with 
the approval of the Assembly, to bring recommendation to the Assembly as to the 
number and membership of the Special Study Committee on the Charismatic Gifts, 
and how the Committee is to be named.

Chapter VIII with paragraph 8-7 amended:
Add to the end o f the paragraph: "H e shall make an annual report to the Presbytery ."

Chapter IX as printed.
Chapter X as printed.

1-36 Recess
The Assembly was recessed with prayer by the Rev. Todd Allen of the Eastern 

Heights Church of Savannah, Georgia, until 8:30 A.M. Thursday.
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TH IRD DAY  
THURSDAY MORNING SESSION

December 6, 1973
1-37 Worship

The Assembly reconvened at 8:30 A.M. and was led in worship by the Rev. William 
Johnson of the Pinelands Presbyterian Church, Miami, Florida, who led in prayer. 
The Rev. Don Esty of the Trinity Presbyterian Church, Miami, Florida, read the 
Scripture. The Rev. Harold R. Patteson of Eau Claire Presbyterian Church, Columbia, 
South Carolina, preached a sermon entitled, “ Preaching and the New Church" based 
on I Corinthians 1:10-25.
1-38 Minutes

The Minutes of Wednesday sessions were read and approved.
1-39 Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapters X I-X X .

The consideration of the Book of Church Order was resumed, and it was adopted as 
follows: 

Chapter XI as printed, except that 11-6 was tabled until the question of Assembly 
representation was settled. 

Chapter XII as printed. 
Chapter XIII with paragraph 13-6 amended:

Add after ", . . children of the church;" "to establish and contro l all special groups in the church 
such as, men o f the church, women in the church, and special Bible study groups."

Chapter XIV with paragraph 14-2 amended:
Add: "When a minister labors outside the bounds o f his presbytery, at home o r abroad, it shall be 
only with the full concurence o f and under circumstances agreeable to the Church court in which his 
membership is held and any corresponding Church court with which an affiliate relationship may be 
established satisfactory to both courts.”

Chapter XV with paragraph 15-2 amended:
The last part o f the paragraph to read: " and shall consist o f all minister m em bersof the presbyteries 
and ruling elders from each congregation in the ratio  o f one ruling elder for each 500 members or 
fraction thereof, but not to exceed five commissioners from any one congregation."
This wording replaced the original, which read: "and shall consist o f Commissioners from the 
Presbyteries in the following proportion , namely: The membership o f the Assembly shall be set at 
350, and it shall be the duty o f the Stated Clerk to allocate the number o f Commissioners from each 
Presbytery on the basis o f the statistical reports o f the previous year."

Chapter XVI as printed. 
Chapter XVII as printed. 
At this point paragraph 11-6 was taken from the table, and adopted as amended:

A period was put in the place o f the comma, and the phrase, "except that the expenses of Commis­
sioners to the General Assembly shall be paid out o f the treasury o f the G eneral Assembly, "was 
deleted.

Chapter XVIII as printed. 
Chapter XIX as printed. 
Chapter XX with paragraph 20-8 amended:

The first question for licensure and ordination  in 20-8. 22-4. and wherever else it may appear was 
amended to read as follows:
"(1) Do you believe the Scriptures o f the Old and New Testaments to be the inerrant W ord o f G od, 
the only infallible rule o f faith and practice?"
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This replaced the question as originally posed.
“(1) Do you believe the Scriptures o f the Old and New Testaments to be the W ord o f G od, the only 
infallible and inerrant rule o f faith and practice?"

In connection with 20-1 the following motion was made:
Add: ", and in cases where an ordained minister o f the W ord is not available, he may also ad ­
m inister the Sacraments."
This motion was referred to an Ad Interim  Study Committee to  report back to the next General 
Assembly. (See 1-78, page 63.)

Paragraph 20-4 was amended by deleting the last sentence, namely,
"A candidate for ord ination  shall also be required to present a d ip lom a from some approved 
theological seminary, o r at least authentic testimonials o f having gone through a regular course of 
theological studies."

1-40 Additional Visitors Introduced
Dr. Aiken Taylor, Chairman of the Inter-Church Relations Committee introduced 

additional distinguished visitors from other denominations:
From the Christian Reformed Church 

Rev. Sidney Oosterman
From the North American Episcopal Church 

Bishop A. F. M. Clavier
From the Reformed Ecumenical Synod 

Rev. Paul G. Schrotenboer
From the Bible Presbyterian Church

Rev. Arthur Froehlick, M oderator o f the General Synod
1-41 Excuse for Absence

The Rev. Joe Everett o f Rock Hill, South Carolina, was excused from the Assembly 
following this session.
1-42 Presbyteries ordered to meet

At the request of the moderators of Evangel and W arrior Presbyteries, these two 
Presbyteries were ordered by the Assembly to meet following the afternoon session for 
the purpose of requesting the use of beautiful Camp Hargis for the use of summer youth 
camps in 1974.
1-43 Recess

The Assembly recessed at 12 o clock until 2:00 P.M., being led in prayer by the 
Rev. Harold Borchert of Waynesville, North Carolina.

AFTERNOON SESSION
1-44 Special Lecture

The Commissioners gathered at 1:00 P.M. for a special lecture entitled, “The 
Historic Christian Faith for a Nation in Crisis” by Dr. Joel Nederhood, Radio 
Minister of the Christian Reformed Church. This lecture was sponsored by Christian 
Studies Center in commemoration of the Seventy-fifth anniversary of the Stone Lec­
tures on “Calvinism” delivered by Abraham Kuyper at Princeton Seminary. Mr. 
Robert Metcalf, Ruling Elder of the Second Presbyterian Church of Memphis, Ten­
nessee, Chairman of the Board of Christian Studies Center, introduced Dr. Neder­
hood.
1-45 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly was reconvened at 2:15 P.M.
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1-46 The Book of Church Order - Form of Government - Chapters X X  - XVII
The consideration of the Book of Church Order was resumed with further con­

sideration of Chapter XX. The Book was adopted as follows:
Chapter XX as amended:
New paragraph 20-2 was added, and subsequent paragraphs renumbered.
The new paragraph reads:

Ruling Elders may be licensed to supply the m inistrations of the W ord in our churches upon their 
giving satisfaction to the presbytery o f their gifts. Such a determ ination will be made by the presby­
tery suited to the qualifications o f the individual Ruling Elder. To this end, further provisions o f 
this chapter designed for preordination licensure o f regular candidates for the Gospel m inistry, may 
be waived by the presbytery at its discretion.

The Rev. James E. Moore of Vanguard Presbytery requested that his negative vote 
on this paragraph by recorded.

Chapter XXI as printed.
Chapter XX II as printed.
Chapter X X III as printed.
Chapter XXIV as printed.
Chapter XXV as printed.
Chapter XXVI with 26-10 amended:

Delete the last sentence. "The provisions o f this section are unam endable and irrevocable."
Chapter XXVII with the provisions of 27-2 being suspended until the final report 

of the Constitutional Documents Committee is approved at the Second General 
Assembly.
1-47 Procedure for Revisions

The Constitutional Documents and the Standing Committee on Editorial Correc­
tions were constituted an Ad Interim Committee charged with the responsibility of 
making editorial changes in the Book of Church Order. Such editorial changes shall be 
subject to review and ratification by the Second General Assembly. A copy of the 
Book of Church Order, including these editorial changes, is to be mailed to all 
churches by March 1, 1974. (See page 8 for Editorial Committee.)

The Constitutional Documents Committee is to continue to study further changes 
in content in the Book of Church Order, and to submit their recommendations to the 
Second General Assembly. Suggestions of such changes are to be submitted to this 
Committee prior to June 1, 1974.
1-48 Book of Church Order - Rules of Discipline

Part II of the Book of Church Order, The Rules of Discipline, was adopted as 
printed.
1-49 Book of Church Order - Directory for the Worship of God

Part III of the Book of Church Order, The Directory for the Worship of God, was 
adopted as printed.
1-50 Report of Special Committee on Setting Up Charismatic Gift Committee

Rev. Erskine Jackson, Chairman of the Special Committee appointed to study how 
the committee on Charismatic Gifts should be erected (See 1-35, page 32), made tlje 
following report, which was adopted:

1. That the special committee to study the charismatic gifts be appointed by the M oderator, the 
Stated Clerk, and the Chairm an o f the C onstitutional Documents Committee, and

2. That this committee be composed o f seven elders - four Teaching Elders and three Ruling 
Elders—and that it be representative o f the spectrum o f convictions on this matter in the N a­
tional Presbyterian Church.
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3. That it be charged as follows:
a. To recommend to the 1974 General Assembly wording for BCO 7-1 that is faithful to the 

principles o f the Reformed Faith while not expressing views representing just one segment o f 
Reformed Christians; and.

b. To study thoroughly questions regarding spiritual gifts, such as: the extent to which any must 
certainly have permanently ceased, the possibility that any may perhaps exist today and, if so, 
the nature o f such gifts as they may be practiced today. Such study should include the Bible, 
the writings of different Reformed theologians through history, and the views o f members o f 
the National Presbyterian Church; and,

c. To recommend to the 1974 General Assembly guidelines indicating at what points we ought 
to be agreed and at what points liberty to hold differing viewpoints should exist among us. 
(For the Committee appointed, see 1-71. page 52 )

1-51 Judicial Business - Presbytery Boundaries
Judge Leon Hendrick, Chairman of the Judicial Business Committee reported. The 

Assembly adopted the following recommendation;
That the General Assembly meeting on December 4, 1973, establish a committee to be composed 

of one (1 1 Ruling Elder and one (1) Teaching Elder from each Presbytery to consider geographical 
boundaries for Presbyteries, and report back directly to the Second General Assembly. (See 1-78, 
page 61.)

1-52 Judicial Business - Incorporation and By-Laws
Judge Hendrick announced that the Church has been incorporated in the State of 

Delaware, according to the directive of the Advisory Convention. He delivered the 
Certificate of Incorporation to the Stated Clerk of the Assembly. (See Corporation 
Minutes for copy of the Certificate of Incorporation.) 

The following resolution was adopted:
RESOLVED, that the original Bylaws heretofore adopted by the incorporators be and the same are 
hereby ratified and approved as amended by this Assembly as the permanent Bylaws o f the National 
Presbyterian Church (A Corporation).
Amendments approved:
1. Change o f the name "Continuing" to "N ational" throughout the By laws.
2. Change o f the designation o f Standing Committees to Permanent Committees throughout the By­
laws.
3. Insert "congregation o r" before presbyteries in Article II, Sections 1, and 7.
4. Last sentence o f Article V, Section 3 changed to read: "Any funds received by the corporation 
not designated as being for the benefit o f a Permanent Com m ittee shall be distributed by the 
Treasurer as directed by the General Assembly.
(Note: See Corporation Minutes for the text o f the By laws as Adopted.)

1-53 Judicial Business - Further Recommendations
The following recommendations of the Judicial Business Committee were adopted:

We recommend that each Presbytery be incorporated in the State o f Delaware with as many as fif­
teen incorporators, if desired, or as few as three, and that said incorporators be duly selected by each 
Presbytery.

We recommend that the matter o f selecting nominees for the Nom inating Committee o f the 
General Assembly be done in the following manner: That each Presbytery nom inate one Ruling 
Elder and one Teaching Elder for each two thousand com municant members o r fraction thereof but 
not to exceed three Ruling Elders and three Teaching Elders from each Presbytery.

Com munication 3 from the Rev. Eurie Hayes Smith, III, (See page 1 9 ) was referred to the Com ­
mittee on Presbytery Boundaries.

Overture 1 from G ulf Coast Presbytery (See page 19) was answered in the affirmative and refer­
red to the Committee on Presbytery Boundaries, for consideration and recom m endation to the next 
General Assembly. (Note: Overture 15 is a duplication o f Overture 1.)

Overture 10 from Covenant Presbytery (See page 19) was answered in the affirmative and refer­
red to the Committee on Presbytery Boundaries for consideration and recom m endation to the next 
General Assembly.

The report of the Judicial Business Committee was approved as a whole.
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1-54 Recess
The Assembly was recessed at 5:00 P. M . until 7:30 P .M .

EVENING SESSION 
1-55 Worship

The Assembly was reconvened at 7:30 P.M., being led in a worship service under 
the direction of the Rev. Jim Baird, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Macon, 
Georgia. The Rev. Dan Sulc, Pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church of Ft. Lauder­
dale, Florida, led the Assembly in prayer. The Rev. Fred Fowler, Pastor of West Hills 
Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, read the Scripture. The Rev. Donald Pat­
terson, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Mississippi, brought a 
message entitled, “At the Crossroads.”
1-56 Mission Program and Commissioning Service

A missions program was presented, being conducted by the Rev. Jimmy Lyons.
Messers Pacual Alburto, a Mexican Bible W orker, and Jose Valinciano a Mexican In­
dian convert presented their testimonies to the Assembly, being translated by the Rev. 
Donald Hamilton, former missionary to Mexico, presently pastor of the Northside 
Presbyterian Church, Burlington, North Carolina.

The following new National Presbyterian Church missionaries were presented and 
commissioned in a service in which Ruling Elder Gerald Sovereign led in prayer, Rul­
ing Elder Roger DeHaven read Scripture, and Teaching Elder Will Mcllwaine pro­
nounced the benediction: Mr. and Mrs. John Lynch, Rev. Cecilio Woody Lajara, Dr. 
and Mrs. Peter Jones, and Miss Ellen Barnett.
1-57 Report of the Committee on Mission to the World

The Rev. Donald B. Patterson, Chairman of the Committee on Mission to the
World, presented the Committee's report, which was adopted.

As a new denom ination unfurls its banner, it says to the changing world that "the church is 
responsible for carrying out the G reat Comm ission." G igantic changes are taking place all around 
us— political, educational, social and economic. While others are still on the horizon, these changes 
affect the church and its leadership, the missionary and his work, this committee and its policies and 
responsibilities.

At this writing the Committee on the Mission to the W orld has had one meeting, and it was given 
over entirely to our getting acquainted with one another and to our learning the organizational 
structure o f the Executive Commission on Overseas Evangelism, its policies and goals. Through a 
mutual understanding this overseas arm o f the Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship has requested 
that the first General Assembly o f the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church accept the transfer o f 
ECOE's personnel, all financial assets, office equipment, records and correspondence, mission p ro ­
jects, international contacts and records o f prospective missionaries.

Assuming that this first General Assembly will accept the recom m endation o f the Board o f the 
Executive Commission on Overseas Evangelism, and subsequently adopted by the Advisory C on­
vention in Asheville, North C arolina, on August 8, 1973. the Committee on the Mission to the 
W orld has begun to function as it senses its reponsibilities to the six missionaries that are currently 
at work in three nations o f the world, to the one commissioned to go upon the raising o f her support 
and to the seven candidates whose papers are in various stages o f com pletion. In a sense, we have in ­
herited a family!

Our Committee on the Mission to the W orld is composed o f the following.

Teaching Elders
James Baird H. Arnold Maves
Frederick Fowler W illiam Mcllwaine 
James Lyons Donald Patterson

Ruling Elders
Roger DeHaven G erald Sovereign
Harry Musser Jay Wood
Hugh Smith (one to be added)
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The temporary officers o f the Committee until the meeting o f the First General Assembly are: 
chairman. Donald Patterson; vice chairm an, Arnold Maves; secretary, James Baird.

We understand our duties as follows:
1. This committee shall nom inate a coord inator to each General Assembly and recommend his 

salary to the Com mittee on A dm inistration.
2. This committee shall advise the General Assembly o f missionary needs abroad.
3. It shall recommend ways o f meeting these needs abroad.
4. It is to assist presbyteries and local churches to recruit missionaries.
5. It shall function as a sending agency for missionaries not otherwise accredited, and the sup- 

portagency for missionaries not otherwise sustained.
6 . It shall prom ote the missionary spirit across the denom ination.
7. It shall interpret the missionary program to the denom ination.
8 . It shall assist missionaries in their visas and recognition by foreign countries.
9. It shall m aintain liaison with the missionaries but not to function as adm inistrator o f the local 

program of the individual missionary, and it shall work in loving cooperation with them in 
developing their work.

10. It shall coordinate the work of presbyteries in the endorsem ent o f m ilitary and institutional 
chaplains and shall represent chaplains in relation to m ilitary and civil authorities.

We further understand our role to be that o f servant to the General Assembly. The General 
Assembly as servant to the churches shall establish and /o r approve general guidelines and policies 
within which the committee shall implement the denom ination 's efforts to fulfill the G reat Comm is­
sion. The committee shall have responsibility for immediate supervision o f the com mittee staff 
which the General Assembly shall elect.

The coord inator is the chief executive officer o f staff. He shall have the boundaries o f his authori­
ty specifically drawn by the committee and have access to a sub-committee empowered to give ad ­
vice and counsel in matters c f  urgent nature.

The staff shall have the responsibility under the coord inato r to see that this specific program o f 
the General Assembly is given expression.

The staff shall consist o f a coord inator and adm inistrative secretary, a missionary evangelist, a 
treasurer and other such personnel as needed.

In order that we might function properly, we respectfully present the following budget:
I. Salaries

A. Staff
C o o id in a to r......................
Adm inistrative Secretary 
M issionary Evangelist. . .

B. Office Personnel (3) . . . .
II. Office

Space.........................................................................  10.000.00
E q u ip m en t..............................................................  7,000.00
Supplies & M iscellaneous.................................... 7,000.00

III. T rav e l.................................................................................  20,000.00
Total $112,905.88

IV. Program B u d g e t.............................................................  500,000.00
Total $612,905.88

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT ON THE COMMITTEE  TO THE MISSION TO THE WORLD
1. Having received our budget in the report o f the committee on adm inistration, we call your attention 

to  the action o f the Advisory Convention which stated: "Each comm ittee shall be responsible to raise finan­
cial support for its work and distribute its funds through its own treasurer elected by each committee. It 
shall be clearly understood that churches and individual donors shall be free to  designate their gifts to  the 
causes they desire to support and that there shall be no equalization of gifts so designated." (Page 24, M in­
utes o f the Advisory C onvention)

Because flesh and blood people are now on the field in Mexico, Brazil and Liberia, and because there 
are seven more who are in the process o f raising their support, we believe that we are justified in making this 
special appeal for emergency funds. Our needs R IG H T  NOW, in addition  to  what is being paid presently, 
are:

1. Administration
a. Salaries $2,000 per month
b. Supplies (office, etc.) $500 per month

2. Ellen Barnett $750 per month salary and work budget

$ 20 ,000.00
14.000.00 
14,905.88
20.000.00
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3. The Richard Dyes $500 per month salary and work budget
4. Peter R. Jones $950 per month salary and work budget
5. Johnnie Lynches $1,500 per month salary and work budget
6 . Cecilia Lajara $1,500 per month salary and work budget
7. Projects

a. House for Simpsons $7,000
b. Equipment for new office $7,000

2. INFORM ATION OF INTEREST TO CHAPLAINS
The following steps should be taken by those chaplains wanting to be identified with the C ontinuing 

Presbyterian Church:
1. Contact: Floyd Robertson, Commission on Chaplains NAE, 1405 G Street, N.W.

W ashington, D C. 20005, identifying yourself and asking for application forms.
2. After contacting the proper persons, Mr. Robertson will issue endorsem ent to the Chief of 
Chaplains sending a copy to the endorsing agent o f the PCUS (or other denom ination from which 
one would come).
3. PLEASE NOTE. It is essential that a chaplain have a valid endorsem ent at all times.

Each denom ination is entitled to one chaplain for each eighty o r ninety thousand members, more or 
less, but these can only be filled when there is a need for chaplains. New quotas are given to endorsing 
agents (in our case the Commission on Chaplains o f the NAE) according to current needs towards the end 
of each fiscal year for the following year. Any chaplain transferring to the C ontinuing Presbyterian Church 
will be charged against the theoretical quota to which the Continuing Presbyterian Church might be en ti­
tled.

RECOM M ENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE  
ON THE MISSION TO THE WORLD

We recommend:
1. That the G eneral Assembly accept the gracious offer o f the Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship that 

all o f the financial assets o f the Executive Commission on Overseas Evangelism, the office equipment, 
records and correspondence, mission projects, international contacts and records o f prospective m ission­
aries, and that we express our gratitude to G od and the leaders o f the Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship 
for the foresight that enables us to  inherit such an extensive overseas program  that has personnel in three 
nations and projects in several more.

2. That the Rev. David White, presently serving as adm inistrative secretary o f ECOE be nom inated as 
adm inistrative secretary o f the Committee on the Mission to the W orld. Mr. White was elected.

3. That the Rev. James Lyons be nom inated as M issionary Evangelist o f the Comm ittee on the Mission 
to the W orld. Mr. Lyons was elected.

4. That since the Com mittee is not prepared to present an individual to the G eneral Assembly as co o r­
d inator o f our committee, we respectfully request the privilege o f employing a provisional coord inator sub­
ject to  the final approval o f the next General Assembly.

5. That the Committee on the Mission to the W orld be cleared to affiliate with the National Associa­
tion o f Evangelicals in o rder to benefit from their services and expertise o f the Chaplains Commission, the 
W orld Relief Commission and the Evangelical Foreign Mission Association.

6 . That the matters referred to this Com mittee by the G eneral Assembly be answered thusly:
(A) Our hearts are made happy by the warm greetings that have come to this the first General 
Assembly o f the National Presbyterian Church and to the Committee on the Mission to the W orld. 
Such greetings have come from:

Eight presbyteries in the Honam  area o f Korea, Presbyterian Church o f Korea.
The Presbytery o f the Mayab, National Presbyterian Church o f Mexico. The Evangelistic M is­
sion to Puerto Rico.
While being challenged by the opportunities in these countries, and several more, we covet the 

prayer o f the Christian community here and abroad that we will be sensitive to  the leading o f the 
Holy Spirit as we study our opportunities and responsibilities in these challenging times.
(B) That the overture from Dr. Palmer Robertson regarding a day of prayer and fasting in the in ­
terest o f world evangelization and that proper materials be prepared (See 1-10, page. 24), be 
answered in the affirmative and that the committee be instructed to include this in their prom otion 
o f the cause o f fulfilling the G reat Commission.

Respectfully submitted:
D onald B. Patterson

1-58 Committee on Inter Church Relations
Dr. G. Aiken Taylor, Chairman of the Committee on Inter Church Relations pre­

sented the Committee’s report. Two items had been referred to this Committee, 
namely, A Resolution (See 1-17, page 26), and A Proposed Address to All Churches
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of Jesus Christ Throughout the World (See 1-17 page 26). The Committee recom­
mended the following form of the Resolution, which was adopted by the Assembly:

A RESOLUTION
Whereas the Sovereign G od has been pleased to call sixteen presbyteries, approximately 250 
churches and approximately 60,000 believers into a new fellowship o f Presbyterians;
And Whereas the Lord Jesus Christ, the sole Head o f the Church and only Lawgiver in Z ion has 
constituted this fellowship into a Continuing Presbyterian Church known as National Presbyterian 
Church;
And Whereas in the adopted Constitution these members and judicatories have reaffirmed their 
faith in the plenary verbal inspration o f Scripture, which Scriptures are inerrant in their original 
manuscripts; and have further reaffirmed their adherence to the Reform ed Faith as expressed in the 
Westminister Confession o f Faith and Catechisms; and have further declared their acceptance of the 
presbyterian, representative form o f church government; humbly believing that this position is a 
sacred trust and from God;
And Whereas the National Presbyterian Church does not intend at this time to enter into organic 
union with any other denom ination, but nevertheless earnestly desires to have fellowship and com ­
munication with likeminded Christians;
Be It Therefore Resolved:

( I ) That the Interchurch Relations Committee o f the Mission to the U.S. be authorized and 
hereby directed to place suitable notices in appropriate religious publications throughout the 
United States extending the right hand o f fellowship to all Christians o f the Presbyterian and 
Reformed tradition  who believe in the Scriptures o f the Old and New Testaments as the W ord of 
G od written.
(2) That the Interchurch Relations Committee be specifically authorized to correspond with 
sim ilar committees o f the O rthodox Presbyterian Church, the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
Evangelical Synod, the Reformed Presbyterian Church o f North America.
(3) That any correspondence resulting from these contacts be explored as possibilities for 
broadening and strengthening the spirit o f love and understanding between Christians in the 
United States who believe the Bible as the W ord o f G od written, the Reformed Fiath and the 
Presbyterian order.

Upon recom mendation o f the Committee the Assembly adopted, as am ended, a message to all Churches 
o f Jesus Christ throughout the W orld, as follows:

A MESSAGE TO ALL CHURCHES OF JESUS CHRIST 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Greeting: Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you!

As the National Presbyterian Church takes her place among the family o f Churches o f the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we take this opportunity to address all Churches by way o f a testimony.

We gather as a true branch o f the Church o f our Lord Jesus Christ. We affirm our allegiance to Him as 
the sole Head of the Church and the sole Law-giver in Z ion. We remember that "the gates o f hell shall not 
prevail" against His Church.

The constituency o f this new denom ination for the most part have separated themselves from the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. The decision to separate has come only after long years o f strug­
gle and heartache on the part o f many o f us to return the Church to purity o f faith and practice. Principle 
and conviction entered into that decision, reached only after much soul searching and earnest prayer. We 
have reluctantly accepted the necessity o f separation, deeming loyalty to Christ to take precedence over 
relationship to any earthly institution, even to a visible branch of the Church o f Christ.

In much prayer and with great sorrow and m ourning we have concluded that to practice the principle of 
purity in the Church visible, we must pay the price o f separation. We desire to elaborate upon those p rinci­
ples and convictions that have brought us to that decision.

We are convinced that our former denom ination as a whole, and in its leadership, no longer holds 
those views regarding the nature and mission o f the Church, which we accept as both true and essential. 
When we judged that there was no human remedy for this situation, and in the absence o f evidence that 
G od would intervene, we were compelled to raise a new banner bearing the historic. Scriptural faith o f our 
forefathers.

First, we declare the basis o f the authority for the Church. According to the Christian faith, the Bible is 
the Word o f G od written and carries the authority o f its divine Author. We believe the Bible itself asserts 
that it has been given by inspiration, or, more literally, has been "G od-breathed" (II Tim othy 3:16). "No 
prophecy ever came by the will o f man; but men spake from G od, being moved by the Holy Spirit" (II Peter 
1:21). We declare, therefore, that the Bible is the very W ord o f G od. so inspired in the whole and in all its 
parts, as in the original autographs, to be the inerrant Word o f God. It is, therefore, the only infallible and 
all-sufficient rule o f faith and practice.
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This was the position o f the founding fathers o f the Presbyterian Church in the United States. We affirm 
with them in their “Address to All Churches” the application of this principle to the Church and her mis­
sion:

Let it be distinctly borne in m ind that the only rule o f  judgment is the written Word o f  God. The Church 
knows nothing o f  the intuitions o f  reason or the deductions o f  philosophy, except those reproduced in the 
Sacred Canon. She has a positive constitution in the Holy Scriptures, and has no right to utter a single 
syllable upon any subject except as the Lord puts words in her mouth. She is founded, in other words, upon 
express revelation. Her creed is an authoritative testimony o f  God. and not speculation, and what she 
proclaims she must proclaim with the infallible certitude o f  faith, and not with the hesitating assent o f  an 
opinion.

We have called ourselves "C ontinuing" Presbyterians because we seek to continue the faith o f the found­
ing fathers o f that Church. Deviations in doctrine and practice from historic Presbyterian positions as evi­
dent in the Presbyterian Church in the United States, result from accepting other sources o f authority, and 
from making them coordinate o r superior to the divine W ord. A diluted theology, a gospel tending 
towards humanism, an unbiblical view o f marriage and divorce, the o rd ination  o f women, financing o f 
abortion on socio-economic grounds, and numerous other non-Biblical positions are all traceable to a 
different view o f Scripture from that we hold and that which was held by the Southern Presbyterian 
forefathers.

Change in the Presbyterian Church in the United States came as a gradual thing, and its ascendancy in 
the denom ination, over a long period o f time. We confess that it should not have been permitted. Views 
and practices that underm ine and supplant the system o f doctrine or policy o f a confessional Church ought 
never to be tolerated. A Church that will not exercise discipline will not long be able to maintain pure 
doctrine o r godly practice.

When a denom ination will not exercise discipline and its courts have become heterodox or disposed to 
tolerate error, the m inority finds itself in the anom alous position o f being submissive to a tolerant and 
erring majority. In order to proclaim the truth and to practice the discipline which they believe obedience 
to Christ requires, it then becomes necessary for them to separate. This is the exercise o f discipline in 
reverse. It is how we view our separation.

Some o f our brethren have felt that the present circumstances do not yet call for such a remedy. They re­
main in the Presbyterian Church in the United States. We trust they will continue to contend for the faith, 
though our departure makes their position more difficult. We express to them our hope that G od will bless 
their efforts, and that there may come a genuine spiritual awakening in the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States.

We trust that our departure may cause those who control and direct the programs and policies o f the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States to reexamine their own position in the light o f the W ord. Our 
prayer is that G od may use this movement to prom ote spiritual awakening, not only in the new Church, but 
also in that from which we have separated. If in the providence o f G od, such were to occur, we would gladly 
acknowledge that the grounds for separation and division would have to be reassessed.

We declare also that we believe the system o f doctrine found in G od ’s W ord to be the system known as 
the Reformed Faith. We are comm itted without reservation to the Reformed Faith as set forth in the 
Westminster Confession and Catechisms. It is our conviction that the Reformed faith is not sectarian, but 
an authentic and valid expression o f Biblical Christianity. We believe it is our duty to seek fellowship and 
unity with all who profess this faith. We particularly wish to labor with other Christians committed to this 
theology.

We further renew and reaffirm our understanding o f the nature and mission of the Church. We have 
declared that Christ is King and only Law-giver in Z ion. He has established the Church. His Church is a 
spiritual reality. As such it is made up o f all the elect from all ages. This spiritual entity is manifested visibly 
upon the earth.

The Church visible is found wherever there are those who profess the true faith together with their 
children. As an assembly o f those who do so profess this faith, we have established this denom ination in the 
belief that it is a true branch o f the Christian Church.

We believe the Church in its visible aspect is still essentially a spiritual organism. As such, its authority, 
m otivation and power come from Christ, the Head, who is seated at the right hand o f G od. He has given us 
His rule-book for the Church, namely, the W ord o f G od written. We understand the task o f the Church to 
be primarily declarative and m inisterial, not legislative o r magisterial. It is our duty to set forth what He 
has given us in His W ord and not to devise our own message or legislate our own laws.

We declare that the ultimate purpose o f the Church is to glorify God. We believe this includes giving top 
priority to Christ's Great Commission. We reaffirm the substance o f the position taken by the founding 
fathers o f our former Church regarding the mission o f the Church:

We desire distinctly and deliberately to inscribe on our Church’s banner, as she now unfurls it to the 
world, in immediate subservience to the authority o f our Lord as Head and King o f the Church His last 
command: ‘Go ye therefore, and make disciples o f all nations, baptizing them into the name o f the Father, 
and o f the Son, and o f the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I com manded you. 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end o f the w orld.' We regard this as the great end o f our 
organization, and obedience to it, as the indispensable condition of our Lord's promised presence. It is the 
one great comprehensive objective, a proper conception o f whose grandeur and magnitude is the only thing
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which, under the constraining love o f Christ, can ever sufficiently arouse our energies and develop our 
resources so as to cause us to carry on with that vigor and efficiency, which true loyalty to our Lord de­
mands, those other agencies necessary to our internal growth and prosperity at home.

As a Church, we consciously seek to return to the historic Presbyterian view o f Church government. We 
reaffirm in the words o f that earlier “Address to All Churches" the following:

“The only thing that will be at all peculiar to us is the manner in which we shall attempt to discharge our 
duty. In almost every department o f  labor, except the pastoral care o f  congregations, it has been usual for  
the Church to resort to societies more or less closely connected with itself, and yet logically and really dis­
tinct. It is our purpose to rely upon the regular organs o f  our government, and executive agencies directly 
and immediately responsible to them. We wish to make the Church, not merely a superintendent, but an 
agent. We wish to develop the idea that the congregation o f  believers, as visibly organized is the very society 
or corporation which is divinely called to do the work o f  the Lord. We shall, therefore, endeavor to do 
what has never been adequately done —  bring out the energies o f  our Presbyterian system o f  government. 
From the session to the Assembly, we shall strive to enlist all our courts, as courts, in every department o f  
Christian effort. We are not ashamed to confess that we are intensely Presbyterian. We embrace all other 
denominations in the arms o f  Christian fellowship and love, but our own scheme o f  government we hum­
bly believe to be according to the pattern shown in the Mount, and, by God’s grace, we propose to put its 
efficiency to the test. "

As this new member o f the family o f Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ comes into being, we necessarily 
profess the Biblical doctrine o f the unity o f all who are in Christ. We know that what happens in one po r­
tion o f His Church affects all o f the Body o f Christ. We covet the prayers o f all Christians that we may w it­
ness and serve responsibly. We desire to pursue peace and charity with love towards fellow Christians 
throughout the world.

To the Presbyterian Church in the United States, in particular, we express our continued love and con­
cern. You are our spiritual mother, in your arms we were nurtured, under your ordinances we were bap­
tized, in your courts we were ordained to serve our Lord and King, and to your visible organization we 
thought we had comm itted our lives. We sever these ties only with deepest regret and sorrow. We hope that 
our going may in some way recall you to that historic witness which we cherish as our common heritage.

We greet all believers in an affirm ation o f the bonds o f Christian brotherhood. We invite into ec­
clesiastical fellowship all who m aintain our principles o f faith and order.

We now commend ourselves to G od and the W ord o f His power. We devoutly pray that the Church 
catholic may be filled afresh with the Holy Spirit, and that she may speedily be stirred up to take no rest un­
til the Lord accomplishes His Kingdom, making Zion a praise in the whole earth.

December 7, 1973
Following the adoption of this “Message” it was made available for the signatures of 

those Commissioners who wished to sign it.
1-59 Recess

The time of recess having been extended, the Assembly took recess at 10:30 P.M. 
until 8:30 A.M. Friday.

FOURTH DAY  
FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

December 7, 1973
1-60 Worship

The Assembly was led in worship by the Rev. James Patterson, Pastor of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, Tennessee. The Rev. Dewey M ur­
phy of Denver, North Carolina, read the Scripture. The Rev. J. Lewis Baker, pastor of 
the Antioch and Progressive Churches of Princeton, North Carolina, delivered a 
message entitled, "Paul’s Message to the Ephesian Elders.”
1-61 Minutes

The Minutes of Thursday’s sessions were read and approved.
1-62 Excuses for absence

The following were excused for absence for part of the day’s sessions: James T. 
McElrath of Greer, South Carolina, Rev. Dale Umbreit, Mr. G. Collin Smith, Mr.
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Bowen Jones, Mr. A. J. Hartley, all of Savannah, Georgia, Dr. Palmer Robertson of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Rev. Eurie Hayes Smith of Belzoni, Mississippi, Rev. 
Eugene Hunt, and Mr. Earl Bolton of Atlanta, Georgia.
1-63 Luncheon Recess Shortened

The luncheon recess was reduced to one hour, from 12 noon to 1:00 P.M.
1-64 Attendance Report

Hugh Cunningham reported that 212 of 250 committed Churches were represented 
at the Assembly, with 209 Ruling Elders and 173 Teaching Elders.
1-65 Vote of Thanks

Ruling Elder Ligon Duncan of Greenville, South Carolina, was thanked by a rising 
vote of thanks for his offer to have the “Message to All Churches” together with the 
signatures printed on parchment and a copy given to each Commissioner.
1-66 Mission to the United States

The Rev. Cecil Williamson, Chairman of the Committee on Mission to the United 
States, presented the Committee’s report, which was adopted, as amended:

INTRODUCTION
From Holy Scripture we steadfastly affirm that the salvation of souls, the growth o f Christ's 

church, even the coming o f Christ's kingdom , o f m omentous im portance though they may be and ac­
tually are, are but means to  a still higher end. the highest o f all ends — G od 's glorification. 
(Romans 11:36)

From Holy Scripture we unequivocally affirm the truth o f our L ord 's G reat Commission to 
proclaim the Gospel to  every person, regardless o f human position, in our local area, in our nation, 
and to the uttermost parts o f the earth. We desire “distinctly and deliberately to inscribe on our 
church's banner as she now unfurls it to the world, in immediate connection with the headship o f 
our Lord, His last command: 'G o  ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature'; 
regarding this as the great end of her organization, and obedience to  it as the indispensible condi­
tion of her Lord's promised presence, and as one great comprehensive object, a proper conception 
o f whose vast magnitude and grandeur is the only thing which, in connection with the love o f O irist. 
can ever sufficiently arouse her energies and develop her resources so as to  cause her to carry on. 
with the vigor and efficiency which true fealty to her Lord dem ands, those other agencies necessary 
to her internal growth and home prosperity." (Matthew 2 8 :1 8-20, M ark 16:15-1 8. Luke 24:46-48. 
Acts 1:8)

From Holy Scripture we unhesitatingly affirm that the theology of the historic Reformed faith as 
set forth in the Westminster Confession o f Faith as originally adopted in 1789 together with the 
Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms requires vigorous evangelism to the end that God be 
glorified in the salvation o f His elect. We are firmly persuaded that the more thoroughly Reformed 
a church is the more evangelistic it will be. Far from rendering evangelism superfluous, the R e­
formed doctrines o f the sovereignty o f G od, predestination, and election dem and zealous evange­
lism. All o f G od's elect must be saved. Not one o f them may perish. And the gospel is the means by 
which G od bestows saving faith upon them. An equally significant conclusion is that the Reformed 
doctrine of election guarantees that evangelism will result in genuine conversions. G od is sure to 
bless His W ord to the hearts o f the elect into salvation. (Ephesians 1:11. Rom ans 9 :1 1,13.16,1 8, II 
Timothy 1:9, Acts 13:48. Romans 8:29-30, Rom ans 10:17, II Thessalonians 2:13-14)

From Holy Scripture we unalterably affirm that in the Presbyterian system of church government 
the church is not merely a superintendent but an agent o f mission work. "W e wish to develop the 
idea that the congregation o f believers, as visibly organized, is the very society or corporation which 
is divinely called to do the work o f the Lord. From the session to the General Assembly we shall 
strive to enlist all o f our courts, as courts, in this Christian effort o f mission work in the United 
States. We are not ashamed to confess that we are intensely Presbyterian. We embrace all other 
denom inations in the arms o f Christian fellowship and love, but our own scheme o f government we 
humbly believe to be according to the pattern shown in the Scripture, and by G od 's grace, we p ro ­
pose to put its efficiency to the test." (Acts I 5, II Tim othy 4:14. Acts 1 1:30. 14:23, 20-1 7. Philip- 
pians 1:1,1 Timothy 3:1, Titus 1:5,7)

From Holy Scripture we resolutely affirm our desire that this part o f the body of Christ and its 
Com mitte on Mission to the United States be zealous in evangelism, vigorous in developing 
churches in areas where there is no Reformed witness, enthusiastic in the spread of the gospel in 
specialized fields, earnest in training our constituency to do the work o f evangelism, eager in being




































































































































































































































































































































































































































