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PARTI

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND OFFICES

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Moderator

RE Gerald Sovereign, Gulf Coast
3992 Bay Pointe Drive
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561

Stated Clerk

TE Morton H. Smith
P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

Treasurer

RE Earl Witmer

P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

OFFICES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENCIES
Coordinator of Administration

RE Earl Witmer

P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

Coordinator of Christian Education and Publications

TE Charles H. Dunahoo
P. O. Box 39
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-6102

Coordinator for Mission to North America

TE Terry L. Gyger
P. O. Box 1703
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-5715

Acting Coordinator for Mission to the World

RE Carl Wilhelm
P. O. Box 1744
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-8345



4 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Interim President Covenant College

Mr. Frank Brock
Covenant College
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350
Phone: 404-820-1560

President Covenant Theological Seminary

TE Paul Kooistra
12330 Conway Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141
Phone: 314-434-4044

Director of Insurance, Annuities and Relief

RE James L. Hughes
P. O. Box 1430
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-7951

Coordinator of Investor’s Fund for Building and Development

TE Cecil Brooks
P.O. Box 1703
Decatur, GA 30031
Phone: 404-294-8746

Director of the Presbyterian Church in America Foundation
Mr. John W. S. Hudson
4319 Memorial Drive, Suite A-2
Decatur, Georgia 30032
Phone: 404-292-9755
Director of Ridge Haven
RE Edward Robeson
P. O. Box 565

Rosman, North Carolina 28772
Phone: 704-862-3916

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND AGENCIES

I. PERMANENT COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

Teaching Elders: Ruling Elders:

Class of 1991
John Love, Calvary Robert Liken, Philadelphia
420 East Georgia 505 Woodbrook Lane

Woodruff, South Carolina 29388 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119



Charles Turner, Southwest
6030 Antelope Lane
Prescott Valley, Arizona 86314

William S. Henderson, Northeast
11 Burning Pines Drive
Ballston Spa, New York 12020

Harold R. Patteson, Palmetto
625 Wildwood Avenue
Columbia, South Carolina 29203

Donald J. MacNair, Missouri
480 Brightspur Lane
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

William A. Fox, Gulf Coast, Chairman
PO Box 776
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561

David McKay, Great Lakes
7159 Wynter Way
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250

DIRECTORY

Class of 1990

Class of 1989

Alternates

Anderson Q. Smith, Western Carolina
Rt. 1, Box 3, Peachtree Hills
Murphy, North Carolina 28906

Randall W. Stone, Missouri
1225 Brookside Drive
St. Louis, Missouri 63122

Wilson Barbee, Central Carolina
Box 192
Locust, North Carolina 28097

George A. Henning, Northeast
35 Boxwood Road
Bedford, New Hampshire 03102

Richard Herbert, Pacific Northwest
1312 39th Street
Everett, Washington 98201

Members from the Program Committees

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Christian Education and Publications

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Mission to North America

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Mission to the World

(The chairman or vice chairman of each Program Committee is to be included as one
of the two members from these Committees.)

COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Teaching Elders:

Glen McClung, Western Carolina
2 Bear Creek Road
Asheville, North Carolina 28806

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1991

Stanley D. Wells, Mid-America
12815 W. 118th Street

Overland Park, Kansas

66210

Lewis Hodge, Tennessee Valley
1309 Cordoba Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923
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Don K. Clements, New River
2512 Plymouth Street
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060

Morse UpDeGraff, Westminster
128 Meadowwood Drive
Bristol, Tennessee 37620

John Ragland, South Texas
1009 Rose Circle

Class of 1990

Ralph Mittendorff, Southern Florida

6678 Tiburon Drive
Boca Raton, Florida 33433

Bobby G. Blaylock, Louisiana
5314 Newell Street
Zachary, Louisiana 70791

Class of 1989

Mark Brink, Covenant
1151 Longreen Drive

College Station, Texas 77840 Memphis, Tennessee 38119

Kenneth Orr, Pacific
2328 Oak Haven Drive
Duarte, California 91010

Class of 1988
0. H. Smith I, Gulf Coast
PO Box 935
Pensacola, Florida 32594

Paul Alexander, Evangel
1400 Evangel Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35816

Thomas Savage, South Texas
2704 Arbor
Bryan, Texas 77802

Paul Settle, Calvary, Chairman
105 River Street
Greenville, South Carolina 29601

Alternates
Monroe H. Johnson Ill, Evangel
7080 Bear Creek Road
Sterrett, Alabama 35147

Ronald L. Shaw, Southwest
2285 Montebello Drive W.
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80907

Advisory Members

Director of Ridge Haven
President of Covenant College
President of Covenant Seminary

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

Teaching Elders: Ruling Elders:

Class of 1991
Charles McEwen, Evangel
2704 Vestavia Forest Place
Birmingham, Alabama 35216

Charles McGowan, Southeast Alabama
1125 Appian Way
Dothan, Alabama 36301

Philip D. Douglass, Missouri
12330 Conway Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Class of 1990
Paul C. Anthony, Ascension
621 Water Dam Road
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 15317

R. Lynn Downing, Southern Florida
2049 7th Court South
Lake Worth, Florida 33461



John C. Pickett, Pacific Northwest
11602 20th Street Northeast
Lake Stevens, Washington 98258

W. Wilson Benton, Missouri
1629 Mason Valley Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Wayne C. Herring, Grace
116-A Hillcrest Road
Brookhaven, Mississippi 39601

Cortez Cooper, Pacific
3133 Ebano Drive
Walnut Creek, California 94598

William Whitwer, Mississippi Valley
270 Riviera Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39211

DIRECTORY

Eugene K. Betts, Philadelphia
108 Rock Rose Lane
Radnor, Pennsylvania 19087-3736

Class of 1989

Robert Jenkins, Delmarva
The Rotunda Suite 218

711 W. 40th Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21211

Murdock Campbell, Gulf Coast
1720 E. Blount Street
Pensacola, Florida 32503

Class of 1988

Gordon Shaw, Missouri
911 Clayworth Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

Nicholas Barker, Tennessee Valley
1600 Fairy Dell Trail
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Maurice McPhee, Pacific Northwest
9152 212A Place
Langley, British Columbia, CANADA

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD

Teaching Elders:

Addison P. Soltau, Great Lakes
1437 Jaywood Drive
St. Louis, Missouri 63141

R. Laird Harris, Delmarva
9 Homewood Drive
Wilmington, Delaware 19803

Robert G. Rayburn, Missouri
947 Riverwood Place Drive
Florissant, Missouri 63031

Harold E. Burkhart, Philadelphia
407 Cedar Hill Road
Ambler, Pennsylvania 19002

Ruling Elders:

J. L. Thompson IlI, Tennessee Valley
4525 Harding Road, Suite 105
Nashville, Tennessee 37205

W. Jack Williamson, Southeast Alabama

Box 467
Greenville, Alabama 36037

L. B. Austin, Ill, Tennessee Valley
243 Signal Mountain Road
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37405

William J. Gordy, Southeast Alabama
c/o Trinity Presbyterian Church

1728 South Hull Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Gerald W. Sovereign, Gulf Coast
3992 Bay Pointe Drive
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561
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Robert F. Auffarth, Delmarva, Chairman

505 Woodlawn Avenue
Newark, Delaware 19711

Nelson K. Malkus, Susquehanna Valley
548 Park Avenue
Quarryville, Pennsylvania 17566

John W. P. Oliver, Central Georgia
642 Telfair Street
Augusta, Georgia 30901

David L. Cross, Susquehanna Valley
305 Raymon Drive
Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania 17007

Class of 1988
Jack W. Barker, Missouri
317 Wildbrier Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

Loyd Strickland, North Georgia
Crystal Farms
Chestnut Mountain, Georgia 30502

Alternates
Robert Mifflin, Delmarva
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
308 Possum Park Road
Newark, Delaware 19711

II. SPECIAL COMMITTEES

ASSEMBLY THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE

Teaching Elders:

Paul Kooistra, Warrior
12330 Conway Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Peter R. Doyle, Tennessee Valley
1421 Knox Valley Road
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

O. Palmer Robertson, Delmarva
1317 Chilton Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904

John DeBardeleben, Philadelphia
3109 Mill Road
Doylestown, Pennsylvania 18901

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1990
Thomas McCallie, Tennessee Valley
614 Sunset Road, West
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Class of 1989
V. Stephen Overstreet, Great Lakes
6820 Hague Road
Indianapolis, Indiana 46256

Class of 1988
Bruce Kitchen, Jr., Central Georgia
11 Summerville Lane
Augusta, Georgia 30909

Alternates
Joseph H. Hall, Missouri
826 Crestland
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Teaching Elders:

M. Great Lakes
1 onway Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1990
Leland Nichols, James River
604 North 21st Avenue
Hopewell, Virginia 23860



William J. Larkin, Jr., Palmetto
2705 Brinkley Lane
Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Leon F. Wardell, James River, Chairman
6110 Ivor Avenue
Norfolk, Virginia 23452

DIRECTORY

Class of 1989
Charles Gene Parks, Sr., Central Carolina
2232 Wilkins Street
Burlington, NC 27215

Class of 1988
Jack D. Merry, Northeast
21 Helen Drive
Glens Falls, New York 12801

Ex-Officio

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolina, Stated Clerk

P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

L. Kenneth Hash, Central Carolina
202 Beethoven Avenue
Lexington, North Carolina 27292

Alternates
George H. Gulley, Jr., Grace
505 Storm Avenue
Brookhaven, Mississippi 39601

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Teaching Elders:

David R. Dively, Great Lakes
112 E. Woodworth Street
Bad Axe, Michigan 48413

Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr., Grace
P. O. Box 84
Wayneshoro, Mississippi 39367-0084

Robert M. Ferguson, Pacific
210 Hillview Drive
Goleta, California 93117

Paul Gilchrist, Tennessee Valley
PO Box 39
Decatur, GA 30031

Rod Mays, Delmarva
6062 Clay Spur Court
Centreville, Virginia 22020

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1991
Donald Campbell, Eastern Canada
20 Louise Avenue
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
CANADA B3A3V9

Class of 1990
Mark Belz, Missouri
7777 Bonhomme, Suite 1806
Clayton, Missouri 63105

Class of 1989
John G. Thompson, Westminster
614 Lazy Lane
Kingsport, Tennessee 37663

Class of 1988
William Huffman, Central Carolina
1229 Ridgecrest Avenue
Burlington, North Carolina 27215

Alternates
Granville Dutton, North Texas
9810Ridgehaven
Dallas, Texas 75238
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OTHER AGENCIES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT COLLEGE

Teaching Elders:

Arthur Broadwick, Ascension
Box 505-B, Geyser Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15205

Robert S. Rayburn, Pacific Northwest
818 South "M" Street
Tacoma, Washington 98405

Dale Smith, North Texas
6512 Paula Court
N. Richland Hills, Texas 76180

Stephen Leonard, Missouri
1429 Kcntbrookc Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63021

William S. Barker, Western Carolina
Westminster Theological Seminary
P. O. Box 27009

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19118

Robert W. Bowman, Central Florida
1221 Trinity Woods Lane
Maidand, Florida 32751

Thomas G. Kay, Warrior
P. O. Box 246
Ccntreville, Alabama 35042

C. Al Lutz, Great Lakes
975 Charwood Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 40503-5029

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolina
P. O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

Allen Mawhinney, Pacific
304 Avenida Chapala
San Marcos, California 92069

J. Render Caines, Tennessee Valley
4919 Court Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37412

James J. Conrad, Southern Florida
6986 Trail Boulevard
Naples, Florida 33963

Ruling Elders:

Robert Butterfield, Central Florida
2043 Siesta Lane
Orlando, Florida 32804

Myron Dunton, Mid-America
4629 South Toledo
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135

Joel Bclz, Western Carolina
Box 3108
Asheville, North Carolina 28805

Richard Chewning, North Texas, Chairman
P. O. Box 430
Hewitt, Texas 76643

Hugh O. Maclellan, Sr., Tennessee Valley
109 East Brow Road
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Robert D. Gray, Dclmarva
2415 Knowles Road
Wilmington, Delaware 19810

Wendell Graves, Orthodox Presbyterian
514 Kingbard
Waterloo, lowa 50701

William McKay, Western Carolina
RFD #1, Box 474
Flat Rock, North Carolina 28731



W. Wayne Curies, Central Georgia
3317 Westgate Boulevard
Albany, Georgia 31707

J. Gary Aitken, Palmetto
2641 North Beltline Boulevard
Columbia, South Carolina 29204

John M. MacGregor, North Georgia
651 Bouldercrest Drive
Marietta, Georgia 30064

DIRECTORY

William H. Hall, Central Florida
1019 Sweetbriar Road
Orlando, Florida 32806

Herbert Crews, Calvary
1 Sheraton Avenue
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

James E. Bus, Eastern Carolina
1207 Linton Court
Cary, North Carolina 27511

Graham Gutsche, Delmarva
500 Wilson Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

James K. Day, Grace
P. O. Box 692
Brookhaven, Mississippi 39601

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Teaching Elders:

John Reeves, Mississippi Valley
1203 Huntcliff Way
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Bill Combs, South Texas
5403 Timpani Drive
Friendswood, Texas 77546

John E. Grauley, Central Georgia
134 Buford Place
Macon, Georgia 31201

Ruling Elders:

Clark Breeding, North Texas
Box 12447
Dallas, Texas 75225-0447

John Prentis, Missouri
12541 Springdale Lane
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Robert Burrows, Missouri
18020 Shepherd Valley
Glencoe, Missouri 63038

Lanny Moore, Southern Florida
P. O. Box 6276
Ft. Myers, Florida 33911

Robert Morrison, Delmarva
208 N. Royal Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Arthur C. Stoll, Northern Illinois
750 East Main Street
South Elgin, Illinois 60177

Herbert A. Hollender, Western Carolina
16 Walnut Court
Hendersonville, North Carolina 28739

Will Huisingh, Pacific Northwest
210 Southwest 197th Place
Seattle, Washington 98166
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Vernon Pierce, Central Florida
5220 Brittany Drive S.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33715

Class of 1989

Richard W. Tyson, Philadelphia W. Lee Troup, Ascension
1518 Manley Road, Apt. B-32 257 N. Fulton Street
West Chester, Pennsylvania 19382 Strasburg, Pennsylvania 17579-1310

Richard Ellingsworth, Delmarva
2331 Old Court Road, Apt. 302
Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Robert F. Struck, Evangel
3533 Laurel View Lane
Birmingham, Alabama 35216

James B. Orders, Jr., Calvary
Box 3827
Greenville, South Carolina 29607

G. Paul Jones, Jr., Central Georgia
P. O. Box 6497
Macon, Georgia 31213

Class of 1988

Charles B. Holliday, Ascension John E. Spencer, Evangel
141 Crescent Hills Road 3500 Mill Run Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15235 Birmingham, Alabama 35223

John W. Buswell, Central Florida
6101 North Habana Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33618-4204

James D. Hatch, North Georgia
4421 D Creek Ford Drive
Duluth, Georgia 30136

Rodney D. Stortz, Missouri
2209 North Balias Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Allen M. Baldwin, Great Lakes
21 Prospect St., SE, Apt. 5
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
INSURANCE, ANNUITY, AND RELIEF FUNDS
Class of 1991

S. Michael Preg, Jr., Missouri

865 Gardenway Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63011
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Ronald Horgan, Mid-America
4205 Rankin Road
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

J. Edmund Johnston, Jr., Mississippi Valley
4226 Canterbury Court
Jackson, Mississippi 39211

Class of 1990

Thomas Leopard, Evangel
3001 U. S. Highway 280 So.
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Douglas Haskew, Evangel
4854 Shady Waters Lane
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Dale S. White, James River
5420 Glenhaven Crescent
Norfolk, Virginia 23508

Class of 1989

Louis Philhower, Central Georgia
2050 Upper River Road
Macon, Georgia 31211

Earle Morris, Jr., Palmetto
1137 Baywater Drive
West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

Gordon W. Frost, Southern Florida
9311 NW 38th Place
Sunrise, Florida 33321

Class of 1988

David Jussely, Grace
2310 Eddy Street
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39402

Robert VanFleet, Central Florida
10468 SW 57th Terrace
Ocala, Florida 32674

James Shipley, Central Georgia, Chairman
1907 Tucker Road
Perry, Georgia 31069

Advisory Member
Earl Witmer, Coordinator of Administration
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE INVESTOR’S
FUND FOR BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT

Teaching Elders

Robert Wilcox, Central Carolina
Rt. 2, Box 324
Denver, North Carolina 28037

Taylor McGown, Evangel

Palmer Home for Children

P. O. Box 746

Columbus, Mississippi 39703-0746

John M. Montgomery, North Georgia
2416 Briarmoor Drive, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30345

Rodney Whited, Central Florida
551 San Clementi Drive
Orange Park, Florida 32073

Ruling Elders

Class of 1991

Class of 1990
Ray Jones, North Georgia
P. O. Box 1377
Gainesville, Georgia 30503

Class of 1989

Class of 1988
Ralph H. Mittendorff, Southern Florida
6678 Tiburon Drive
Boca Raton, Florida 33433

Wallace Krohn, Central Florida
P. O. Box 1193
Fort McCoy, Florida 32637

BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION

Class of 1991

Ralph H. Lord, Mississippi Valley
4311 N. Honeysuckle Lane
Jackson, Mississippi 39211

R. Larson Mick, Tennessee Valley
3101 Anderson Pike
Signal Mountain, Tennessee 37377

Class of 1990

G. Samuel Bartholomew, Western Carolina
2 Ashley Circle
Asheville, North Carolina 28805
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John Albritton, Southeast Alabama, Chairman
P. O. Drawer 431
Montgomery, Alabama 36107

Class of 1989

Ross Bair, Southern Florida
9912 NW 15 Court
Coral Springs, Florida 33065

David S. Huggins, Jr., Tennessee Valley
942 Van Leer Drive
Nashville, Tennessee 37220

Class of 1988

Thomas Barnes, Southeast Alabama
P. O. Box 311
Opelika, Alabama 36801

Robert C. Eberst, Southern Florida
9715 SW 142 Drive
Miami, Florida 33176

Advisory Member

Earl Witmer, Coordinator of Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF RIDGE HAVEN

Teaching Elders:

Malcolm M. Griffith, Calvary
1749 Matthews Drive
Rock Hill, SC 29730

George Long, Tennessee Valley
211 Watauga Lane
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Gordon K. Reed, Central Georgia
Reformed Theological Seminary
5422 Clinton Road

Jackson, Mississippi 39209

Edward T. Noe, Philadelphia
311 South New Street
West Chester, Pennsylvania 19382

Ruling Elders:

Class of 1992
Royce C. Waites, Palmetto
P. O. Box 4871
Columbia, South Carolina 29240

Class of 1991
Rene Schmidt, Western Carolina
Route 2, Box 504
Brevard, North Carolina 28712

Class of 1990
Howard J. Hokrein, Central Georgia
Route 2, Box 330
Thomson, Georgia 30824

Class of 1989
George F. Fox, Ascension
#2 Fox Road
Portersville, Pennsylvania 16051



16 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Jayme S. Sickert, Calvary
807 Calvert Avenue
Clinton, South Carolina 29325

Henry G. Bishop, Jr., Grace
239 East Marion Avenue
Crystal Springs, Mississippi 39059

Class of 1988

Advisory Member

Charles H. Dunahoo, Coordinator of Christian Education and Publications

V.

AD INTERIM COMMITTEES

AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON FREE MASONRY

Teaching Elders:

John M. Otis, Westminster
Rt. 1, Box 3
Coebum, Virginia 24230

Jack B. Scott, Mississippi Valley, Chairman

1530 Sherman Avenue
Jackson, Mississippi 39211

AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON

Teaching Elders

Frank M. Barker, Jr., Evangel
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

William S. Barker, Western Carolina
Westminster Theological Seminary
P. O. Box 27009

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19118

Paul Gilchrist, Tennessee Valley
PO Box 39
Decatur, GA 30031

Paul G. Settle, Calvary
3 lvy Trail
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

George W. Knight 111, Missouri
1417 Christine Drive
Dcs Peres, Missouri 63131

Ruling Elders:

John T. Clark, Central Georgia
2724 Ingleside Avenue
Macon, Georgia 31204

John Spencer, Evangel
3500 Mill Run Road
Birmingham, Alabama 35223

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Ruling Elders

W. Jack Williamson, Southeast Alabama,
Chairman

Box 467

Greenville, Alabama 36037

Robert C. Cannada, Mississippi Valley
P. O. Box 22567
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Richard Chewning, North Texas
P. O. Box 430
Hewitt, Texas 76643

Bruce Ferg, Southwest
4809 E. 13th Street
Tucson, Arizona 85711

David F. Coffin, Delmarva
2809 Church Road
Mitchellville, Maryland 20716
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AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON HEROIC MEASURES

Teaching Elders:
James B. Hurley, Southern Florida

714 Linda Drive
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

W Orcat Lakes
onway Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Ruling Elders:

William Hall, Central Florida
1019 Sweetbriar Road
Orlando, Florida 32806

Reginald F. McLelland, Tennessee Valley
Covenant College
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 30750

F. Edward Payne, Central Georgia
303 Kennelworth Place
Augusta, GA 30309

John Van Voorhis, Calvary
Route #7, Mountain Brook Trail
Greenville, SC 29609

AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PAEDO COMMUNION

Teaching Elders:

Robert S. Raybumn, Pacific Northwest
Chairman

818 South "M" Street

Tacoma, Washington 98405

Edmund P. Clowney, James River
Trinity Presbyterian Church

P. 0. Box 5102

Charlottesville, Virginia 22905

Robert L. Reymond, Illiana
803 Rockhurst Drive
Manchester, Missouri 63021

Ruling Elders:

Frank C. Horton, Mississippi Valley
704 East Leake Street
Clinton, Mississippi 39056

William Adams, Central Georgia
c/o First Presbyterian Church
682 Mulberry Street

Macon, Georgia 31201

AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON AIDS

Not appointed at the time the Minutes were printed.

AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON COMMUNION

Not appointed at the time the Minutes were printed.
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PART II

JOURNAL

MINUTES-MONDAY AFTERNOON
June 15,1987

First Session

15-1 Assembly Called to Order and Opening Worship.

The Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America was
declared in session by TE Frank Barker, moderator, at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, June 15,
1987, in the fieldhouse of Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan. The Assembly
worshiped together according to the following order of service.

Prelude
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Shaw
TE Lawrence C. Roff, Organist
Hymn O for a thousand tougues to sing

Unison Prayer
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love Thee, and worthily magnify Thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Choral Anthem - Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God Mueller
Covenant College Singers
Reading of | Corinthians 1:4-17

Hymn The Church’s One Foundation
IS CHRIST DIVIDED? TE Frank M. Barker
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 1986 Moderator

Were you baptized into the name of Paul?
Corinthians 1:13
A Time of Prayer
An Affirmation of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed
An Invitation to the Sacrament
A time of meditation in preparation for the Sacrament.
Hymn There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood
The Sacrament
The Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Elements
Solo - What Wondrous Love Is This? American Song
Kathleen Kuyk, Tyrone Covenant Church
Prayers of Thanksgiving - Alleluias
The Commandments - Gloria
Closing Thoughts
Solo - He Made Me Over Again Campbell/DeCou
Bill Kuyk, Tyrone Covenant Church
The Prayer of God’s Family
Psalm 133
Benediction
Postlude
Now Thank We All Our God Bach
TE Lawrence C. Roff, Organist

Following worship, recess was declared until 3:10 p.m., at which time the
Assembly reconvened for business.
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15-2 Quorum and Enrollment.
Moderator Barker declared a quorum present. The final roll of commissioners was
formulated as follows:

ASCENSION PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Pennsylvania, except as indicated.)

City

Akron, OH

Aliquippa
Beaver Falls
Butler

Carmichaels
Darlington
Eighty Four
Ellwood City
Industry
Leechbum
Ligonier
McKees Rocks

Middlesex
Monroeville
Murrysville
Pittsburgh

Port Allegany
Volant

Wellsville
Wexford
Williamsville, NY

Church

Faith

Racoon
Christ
Middlesex
Westminster

Green Valley
Darlington

View Crest

Berean

Fairview Reformed
Kiski Valley
Pioneer
Providence

Gospel Fellowship
Sovereign Grace
Reformed

First Reformed

South Hills
Grace

Hillcrest
Wellsville
Covenant
Church of Savior

Teaching Elder

Carl W. Bogue, Jr.
Peter Stazen 11
Stephen A. Pribble
Robert W.Bradbury
Larry R. Elcnbaum
Earl F. Fair
Warren W. West

Dale B. Welden
William H. Albany
Nick E. Protos
Bruce J. Gardner
Richard L. Raines
E. Scott Johnston
Donald K. Remillard
Arthur C. Broadwick
Daryl R. Davis
Bailey C. Cadman
Frank D. Moser
Charles L. Winkler
Charles B. Holliday
John W. Wilson
Arnold L. Frank
William R. Voorhis
Jerry I. Maguire
James L. Ransom
Robert P. Eickelberg
Michael A. Rogers

Paul M. Doriani
William Edgar 111
Thomas M. Gregory
Ralph B. McAuley
Samuel A. Mateer
Robert C. Peterson
William R. Saadeh
James F. Snyder
Carl A. Stewart

CALVARY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Carolina)

City

Abbeville
Clemson
Clinton
Clover

Conestee
Cross Hill
Greenville

Church

New Hope
Clemson
Westminster
Bethel

Reedy River
Liberty Spring
Calvary

Teaching Elder

Charles E. Champion
John Q. Hall

Jayme Sickert

John A. Gess

James R. Simoneau

Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr.

William G. Walsh
Victor A. Jones, Jr.

Ruling Elder

George Caler

John Miller
EdWehr

Nelson M. Kennedy

Charles LeSuer

Leroy Mahan
Walter Comin

Robert Ashbaugh
David E. Errick
Steven Morley

Jean Pressau

Ruling Elder
Owen Uldrick
Don Johnson

Lyle Baker
Ron Brown



Greenville

Laurens
Moore
Newberry
Reidville
Rock Hill

Roebuck

Simpsonville
Spartanburg
Woodruff
York

CENTRAL CAROLINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina)

City

Albemarle
Burlington
Charlotte

Denver
Lexington
Locust
Matthews

Stanley

Second

Friendship
Center Point
Smyrna
Reidville
Hopewell
Westminster

Mount Calvary
Roebuck

W oodruff Road
Powell

Antioch

Filbert

Church

Second Street
Northside
Cowan’s Ford
Freedom
Prosperity
Unity

Lakeshore
Meadowville
Carolina

Christ Covenant

First

JOURNAL

Paul G. Settle
T. Mark Duncan

J. Gaynor Phillips
John Love

John R. Dodd
Shelton P. Sanford Il
John Barnes

David Alexander
Billy C. Hux
Thomas G. Cross
Jack Giddings

Wallace Tinsley

Henry Hope
Loren Watson

Teaching Elder

David M. Frierson
J. Andrew White
Richard Shaw

C. Eugene Craven
Stephen O. Stout
Ross Miller
Robert A. Yost

Dewey Dwight Murphy

L. Kenneth Hash

Harry L. Reeder 11
Thomas F. Henry
W. Ted Smith, Jr.

John T. Otdnger, Jr.
Robert D. Wilcox

CENTRAL FLORIDA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida)

City

Bradenton
Clearwater
Crystal River
Deland
Gainesville

Jacksonville
Lakeland
Maitland

Middleburg
North Port
Palm Bay
Pinellas Park
Spring Hill
Tampa

Church

Hope

Community

Seven Rivers
Immanuel Reformed
Faith

Reformed Univ.
Northshore
Covenant
Orangewood

Pinewood
First
Covenant
Grace
Oak Hill
Seminole

Teaching Elder

Randall R. Greenwald
Kenneth A. Matlack
Raymond Cortese
David S. Boxerman
G. Dale Linder
Rodney A. Culbertson
Thomas T. Ellis
Wyatt H. Folds, Jr.
Carl E. Smith

Joseph Creech
Rodney Whited
Thomas McClelland
Dan Hendley
Robert N. Burridge, Jr.
James L. Smith, Jr.
John W. Buswell

Charles Allen
Earl Russell, Jr.

Robert McAbee
John C. Anderson
Frank Limerick

Dale Springs

T. Mack Carlton
John Q. Hall

Ruling Eider

J. E. Thompson

William W. Haynes, Jr.

James W. Elliott
Tom Owen, Jr.
Wilson J. Barbee
Barrett Mosbacker

Ruling Elder

Sam Miller
David Shaw

David L. Nederveld

Willard Armstrong
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Temple Terrace
Wauchula
Winter Haven

CENTRAL GEORGIA
City

Albany
Augusta

Columbus
Macon

Martinez
Perry
Savannah

Statesboro
Valdosta
Waynesboro

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Tampa Bay
Faith
Covenant

James Saxon
James E. Barr
Leonard H. Bullock

A. Carlton Heil
Russell D. Toms

PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Georgia)

Church

Northgate
First

Lakemont
Westminster
First

Vineville
Westminster
Perry

Eastern Heights
Hull Memorial
Providence
Trinity
Westminster
First

Teaching Elder

Randy Q. Smith
Guy L. Richardson

John C. Jagoditsch, Jr.

Douglas B. Tilley

Robert C. Cannada, Jr.

M. Wilson Smith
James A. Moore, Jr.
James E. Shipley
W. Sam Martin, Jr.
Ronald H. Parrish
Scott L. Reiber
Roland S. Barnes
P. Kenneth Webb
James P. Knight

Terry Johnson
Gordon K. Reed
A. Dale Umbreit

John Edwards
Roger Scholten

Ruling Elder

Todd Wilson

Wendell Hofman

John Clark

James D. Lawhon
Jerome Strickland
Neal Ham

Julian H. Davis
John Blythe
Howard Hansen

James G. Luce
Charles H. Davis
Carlton Crenshaw

COVENANT PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi, except as indicated.)

City

Carrollton
Clarksdale
Cleveland
Columbus

Germantown, TN
Greenwood
Grenada
Indianola
Jackson, TN
Little Rock, AR
Marks
Memphis, TN
Osceola, AR
Sherwood
Vaiden

Water Valley

Church

Carrollton

First

Covenant

The Presbyterian
Westminster
Riveroaks Reformed
Westminster
Grenada

First

Grace

Covenant

Marks

Eastland

First

Northside
Blackmonton
First

Teaching Elder

Joseph C. Grider
Thomas G. Kay, Jr.
Timothy Stames
Robert L. Penny
David H. Tart Il
William Spink, Jr.
George Coxhead, Jr.
Henry Poole

Carl D. Brannan, Jr.

Delbert L. Farris
Laurie V. Jones
Barry G. Waugh

Stephen Sanford
Alfred Mersman
John C. Wingard

H. Richard Cannon
W. Hal Farnsworth
Howard C. Oakley
John P. Sartelle

Ruling Elder

Robert G. Traylor

John W. Martin
David Kilby
Earl E. Jaggers

Arthur Rogers, Jr.

J.B. Caulfield, Sr.
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DELMARVA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Maryland, except as indicated.)

City

Alexandria, VA
Arlington, VA
Baltimore

Bowie

Dover, DE
Elkton

Ellicot City

Falls Church, VA
Frederick
Gainesville, VA

Gaithersburg
Hochessin, DE
Hyattsvillc

Lutherville
Martinsburg, VA
McLean, VA

New Castle, DE
Newark, DE

Owings Mill
Pasadena
Reisterstown
Springfield, VA
Timonium
Warrenton, VA
Wilmington, DE

Woodbridge, VA

Church

Alexandria
Christ
Abbott Memorial

Evangelical
Forest Park

Inverness
Reformed
Reformed

Grace
Evangelical
Chapelgate
Chinese Christian
Faith Reformed
Gainesville

Shady Grove
Berea
Wallace Memorial

Valley
Pilgrim
McLean

Bethany
Evangelical

Liberty Reformed
Sevema Park
Covenant of Grace
Harvester

Timonium

Heritage

Covenant Reformed
Faith

Grace Reformed
Lakcridgc Fellowship

EASTERN CANADA PRESBYTERY

City

Halifax, NS
Unionville, ONT
Waterloo, ONT

Church

Grace Reformed
First
Grace

Teaching Elder

Robert C. Schoof
James M. Hutchens
Robert E. Lynn
Philip Lambooy
Thomas Nicholas
Walter Menges, Jr.
Carl F. Ellis, Jr.
William Jones
Robert LaMay
Michael L. Coleman
Jonathan P. Seda
Walter L. Gicnapp
Jon C. Adams

John Chiou

George A. Miller
Glenn MacNaughton
John E. Lash
William Bales

Gary Yagel

Linden Stewart

0. Palmer Robertson
Stanley Gale
Ronald C. Harding
Harry E. Grimes
Stephen E. Smallman
Rod S. Mays
Kenneth Hines
Robert F. Auffarth
Calvin F. Frett
David Bryson
Thomas L. Wenger
Herbert E. Ruby 111
Ronald L. Bossom
K. Eric Perrin

Timothy G. Habbershon

Bruce B. Howes
James O. Brown, Jr.
Daniel G. Osborne
Maurice K. Sikes

Richard Crane
R. Laird Harris
Beryl T. Hubbard
John E. Johnston

Teaching Elder

Donald A. Codling
Michael Goheen
Guenther Haas

Ruling Elder

Thomas Shannahan

David Coffin
J. Schermerhom

John Tam

Robert Lukens
Richard Larson
William H. Moore, IV
Edward E. Grove

Russell Doig
Larry Pratt

William Crawley
Lloyd B. Moore

Ruling Elder

Robert Martin
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EASTERN CAROLINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina.)

City

Cary
Fremont
Greensboro
New Bern
Raleigh

Church

Peace

White Oak
Harvester
Village Chapel
New Covenant

Teaching Elder

Byron G. Curtis
G. Bruce Robinson
Walton Kendall
James A. Routszong

Jonas Shepherd

EVANGEL PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Alabama)

City

Alabaster
Anniston
Birmingham

Courtland
Gadsden

Huntsville
Leeds
Russellville

Church

Evangel
Faith
Briarwood

Covenant
Faith
Third

Courtland
First
Rainbow
Westminster
Community
First

Teaching Elder
Edgar D. Johnson

Frank M. Barker, Jr.
R. Thomas Cheely
Ron Steel

William G. Hay
J. Alan Carter
Richard C. Trucks
Joe L. Ellis

Harry N. Miller

J. Stephen Jussely
Paul H. Alexander
Craig Childs

Joel E. Breezley

Jimmy Lyons

Taylor McGown
George W. Mitchell 111
Grady Simpson, Jr.

GRACE PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi)

City

Bay Springs
Brookhaven
Centreville
Collins

Crystal Springs
Gloslcr
Gulfport
Hattiesburg

Hazlchurst
Heidelberg
Magee

M1 Olive
Picayune

Church

Bay Springs
Faith

Thomson Memorial

Collins
First
Bethany
First

First
Woodland
First
Heidelberg
Magee
Sharon
Hopewell
First

Teaching Elder

Philip E. McRae
Andrew W. Homeyer
Richard Burguet
Stephen Rarig

Henry G. Bishop, Jr.
Eugene Case

L. Roy Taylor
David H. Jussely
Daniel K. Thompson
K. Allen Counts
George A. Crocker
Timothy D. Dye
Richard W. Markert
L. Stanley Hartman

Ruling Elder

Don Stark
James O ’Brien

Ruling Elder

Gilbert Lane
Douglas Haskew
Thomas F. Leopard
John E. Spencer
John M. Gunn, Sr.
Lane F. Thigpen
Vernon A. Betsch

B. R. Hezlep

Robert H. King

Ruling Elder

Julian Cameron

Julius L. Lotterhos

Harry M. Simpkins 111

Jerry Long

John Hansbrough



Prentiss Prentiss
Waynesboro Waynesboro
GREAT LAKES PRESBYTERY
City Church
Bad Axe, MI First
Cincinnati, OH Church of Covenant
Faith
Cynthiana, KY Covenant
Fenton, MI Tyrone Covenant
Grand Rapids, MI Christ
Indianapolis, IN Grace
Rawles Avenue
Lexington, KY Tates Creek
Medina, OH Harvest
Muncie, IN Westminster
Owensboro, KY Christ
Richmond, IN Christ
Valparaiso, IN Good Shepherd
Wyoming, MI Great Lakes
Zanesville, OH Zanesville

JOURNAL

French W. Tripp

Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr.

William J. Stanway

Teaching Elder

David R. Dively
Mark L. Dalbey
Daniel H. Perrin

H. Stanley Johnson
Robert L. Berkey
David Stockment
Paul E. Engle

David G. McKay
Robert G. Hamilton
Al Lutz

Michael Van Arsdale
Petros Roukas

L. William Hesterberg
Michael N. Malone

L. Corbett Heimburger
Donald J. Brandt
Harold V. Kuhn

F. Seth D Jr.
!o!n ! !eopies. Jr.
William A. Shell

Addison P. Soltau
Donald R. Wilson

GULF COAST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida.)

City

Cantonment
Chattahoochee
Fort Walton Beach

Fort Myers
Gulf Breeze
Madison
Milton
Panama City
Pensacola

Quincy
Tallahassee

Church

Pinewoods
Chattahoochee
Westminster

Korean

Concord

Grace

Westminster

First

Fairfield

Mcllwain Memorial

Warrington
New Philadelphia
Westminster

Teaching Elder

John B. Findlay, Jr.
Edward L. James
Robert C. Wilson
Joseph W. Clark
Jae Seak

William A. Fox, Jr.
Alton Phillips

Lawrence C. Young
Thomas Irby

Randy Wilding
James G. Craft

Donald A. Dunkerley
Donald C. Graham
Nathaniel S. Heeth
Harold V. Kuhn

25

Ruling Elder
Howard Lane
Thomas J. Stein
John Purcell

A. Kenneth Kuyk
John Bullock

Michael Singbusch
Bill Grier

Gerald Kaney

Ruling Elder

Tom C. Roberson
Wilbur D. Hill

G. W. Sovereign

Wilbur Howell

Walter J. Hearn
William M. Harris IV
Eugene E. Smith

Jim Gilbert

C. W. Browning Jr.
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ILLIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Ilinois, except as indicated.)

City

Belleville
Coulterville
Owensboro, KY
Sparta

Waterloo

Church Teaching Elder

Thomas F. Jones
Thomas Waldecker

Immanuel Reformed
Grandcote Reformed

Christ L. William Hesterberg
Bethel Paul T. McHenry |11
Covenant Daniel E. Dermyer

Bryan Chapell

JAMES RIVER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Virginia.)

City
Charlottesville
Chester

Hampton
Hopewell

Midlothian
Norfolk
Richmond
Virginia Beach

Williamsburg

Church Teaching Elder
Trinity Joseph F. Ryan, Jr.

Edmund P. Clowney
Centralia John D. Holmes
Calvary Kerry W. Hurst
West End

West Hopewell Lawrence C. Roff

Sycamore Harry D. Long
Calvary Leon F. Warded
Immanuel William W. Harrell, Jr.
All Saints Ref. Howard Griffith

Stony Point Ref.
New Covenant
New Life
Grace Covenant

Steven Shelby
Joseph A. Mullen 111
Wallace Sherbon
Robert D. Hopper

Harold Borchert

KOREAN CENTRAL PRESBYTERY

City

Chicago, IL
Maryland Hgts, MO
Skokie, IL
Springfield, MO

Church Teaching Elder
Sungmin Joseph C. J. Kim
Korean Young Kim
Holy Nation Kee Soo Song
First Korean Sang Ho Nam

KOREAN EASTERN PRESBYTERY

City

Flushing, NY
Newport News, VA
Philadelphia, PA
Woodside, NY

Church Teaching Elder

Yoo-Kwang Ahn
Duk Soo Yoon
Kwang Yul Yum
Chi Soon Park
Samuel S. Park

Korean Canaan
Union Korean
Emmanuel
Korean

KOREAN SOUTHEASTERN PRESBYTERY

City

Burke, VA
Vienna, VA

Church Teaching Elder

Paul T. Kim
Won Sang Lee

Korean
Korean Central

Ruling Elder

Jerry Komgay

Ruling Elder

Eugene Friedline

William Mitchell
Leland L. Nichols

Earl Sykes

Robert A. Ranson
John Ramirez

William Potter

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

Chiwhan Kim
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KOREAN SOUTHWEST PRESBYTERY

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Bryan, TX A&M Hywan Song

Los Angeles, CA Western Samuel Kim

Orange, CA Orange David D. Dim

Reseda, CA West Valley Hui Chu Chong

San Jose, CA Korean Bethany Jae Deok Jang

San Leandro, CA Eden Korean Kyung Chun Lee

Sunnyvale, CA Hosanna Young Soo Shin

LOUISIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Louisiana)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Alexandria Jackson Street Robert B. Vincent Lewis Peacock
Kenner Trinity James R. Wilkins, Jr.
Lafayette Covenant James A. Meek

Monroe Auburn Avenue L. Darwin Jordan

Ruston John Knox Robert E. Bell

Shreveport Grace Eric McQuitty

Zachary Plains John Day

MID-AMERICA PRESBYTERY (All towns in Oklahoma, except as indicated.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Olathe, KS Olathe Steve Reese Charles Meador
Overland Park, KS Christ Robert Dunn Stan Wells

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns in Mississippi.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Bailey Bailey Steve E. Jones
Brandon Brandon Robert C. Duhs
Carthage Carthage Daniel Gilchrist IV
Chesapeake Evangelical Jack K. Unangst, Jr
Clinton Clinton Paul E. Zetterholm
M1 Salus Basil P. Albert
Forest Covenant J. Steven Wilkins
Jackson Alta Woods Randy C. Stringer Gabe C. Green
Tom Sanford
First James M. Baird, Jr. George Gillespie
William C. Hughes William A. Long, Jr.
Brister H. Ware J. Edmunds Johnston
John Caden Robert Cannada
Grace Roger G. Collins
North Park James L. Shull Roy Lawrence
S1 Paul Lonn Oswalt
Westminster John K. Reeves Stewart Valadie
Kosciusko First James H. Barnes
Louisville Covenant WUIliam H. Smith
First Robert Schwanebeck J. Niles McNeel
Macon Macon Jeffrey E. Lowman
Pearl Pearl Douglas E. Murphy
Ridgeland Pear Orchard D. Charles Frosb Jr. Jack Treloar, Jr.
Rolling Fork Rolling Fork Robert E. Hobson

Tchula Tchula John Owen Bulter
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Union First Michael J. Ahlberg
Vicksburg Westminster John T. Allen Lawrence D. Johnson
Yazoo City Second Michael Howell Robert H. Cato

Bertil 1. Anderson
Donald K. Caviness
Douglas F. Kelly

John Kyle

Ronald W. Lively
Frederick T. Marsh
Clayton E. Quarterman
Donald Patterson
James P. Poynor Il
Jack B. Scott

MISSOURI PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Missouri)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Ballwin Westminster Stephen M. Preg, Jr. Gordon D. Shaw
Melvin H. Farrar
Columbia Redeemer Donald L. Jefferson
Crestwood Providence Eric R. Dye Louis Schuler
Hazelwood Hazelwood Ref Richard D. Tevebaugh
Kansas City Ascension Lawrence N. Lunceford Jack Carran
Springfield Immanuel Ref. Mark Vigil
SL Louis Grace & Peace Egon A. Middelmann
Town & Country Covenant Rodney D. Stortz
Michael E. Osborne
Webster Groves Old Orchard Ronald G. Lutgens Mark Belz

Phillip B. Binnie
Phillip D. Douglas
Roger W. Hunt
Donald J. MacNair
Albert F. Moginot, Jr.
Robert G. Raybum

NEW JERSEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in New Jersey.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Brick Calvary Richard Springer
Cherry Hill Covenant James W. Truitt John Lane
Fairton Fairfield F. Allan Story, Jr.
Princeton Princeton D. Worth Carson

Kenneth A. Smith
Short Hills Covenant Michael E. Conord E. Andrews Grins

Bill C. Greenwalt
James A. Smith

NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in West Virginia, except as indicated.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Barboursville Providence Donald H. Post, Jr. Virgil Roberts
Blacksburg, VA Grace Covenant Donald K. Clements Robert H. Miller
Charleston Faith Wayne Good James Miller

Rebecca Littlepage Michael Hall John P. Jenkins
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Cloverdale, VA Valley Reformed Victor W. Wolf, Jr.

Malden Kanawha Salines John Smith, Jr. Ralph D. Harris
Narrows, VA Valley Charles C. Miller
Roanoke, VA Westminster Lonnie W. Barnes

Charles W. McNutt
Kenneth Robinson
William C. Traub

NORTH GEORGIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Georgia.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Atlanta Emmanuel Clifford H. Brewton
New Covenant Mitchell Hall, Jr.
Westminster W. Douglas Griffith John White
Cedartown Grace Steven B. Shuman
Douglasville Harvester Donald L. Mountan Dwight Allen
Duluth Bethel James W. Fletcher, Il
Fayetteville Covenant R. Eugene Hunt
Gainesville Westminster William J. Beall Gene Rankin
Lawrenceville Oakland Road James A. Jones, Jr. Ernie Hountz
Lithonia Wee Kirk Joseph W. Crumbley J. Marvin Sims
Mableton West Cobb David F. Osborne
Marietta Christ Allen M. Baker Il Raymond R. Williams
Hope James H. Powell Neil Nelson
Norcross Perimeter Randall P. Pope Earl Witmer
James D. Hatch Carl Wilhelm
Robert A. Cargo
Powder Springs Midway Donald H. Ward, Jr.
Smyrna Smyrna R. Grady Love Ross L. Jerguson
Stone Mountain Grace Tom Nolen
Trion First Billy T. Davies
Winder New Life Warren Gardner
Woodstock Cherokee James Ted Lester, Jr.

Jerry Currin

Charles H. Dunahoo
Terry L. Gyger

Dae Gee Kim
Dwight Linton
Mark Lowry

John Parrish
Kennedy Smartt
Henry Thigpen
Robert G. Valentine

NORTHEAST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in New York, except as indicated.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Ballston Spa Hope William S. Henderson  Jack P. Merry

Bedford Hills Affirmation Frank E. Smith Gary Flye
Frank J. Smith

Binghamton Covenant of Grace W. Thomas Farr

Braintree, MA Grace J. Curtis Lovelace

Groton, CT Faith Reformed Jeff Young

New York Manhattan James M. Pickett
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Stanley B. Armes
Robert E. Edmiston
Samuel D. Ling
Wai-Choon Tan

NORTHERN ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Illinois, except as indicated.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Downers Grove Christ Edward W. Powers
Elgin Westminster Charles Holliday 111 Richard Nay
Larry C. Hoop
Hammond, IN Covenant John H. Eastwood
E. Crowell Cooley
Macomb Covenant Peter R. Vaughn Morris Vos
Merrill, W1 Bible Robert Smallman
Naperville Naperville Michael R. Marcey James Wilhoit

Bruce Stanek
Paul W. Taylor 111

PACIFIC PRESBYTERY (All towns are in California.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Calabasas Calabasas James E. Singleton
Glendale Calvary Kenneth On-
Rancho Cucamonga Inland Korean Won Dae Lee
San Bernardino Knox Guillaume Odendaal
Sepulveda Valley P. Robert Palmer Robert Taylor
Union City Community Gregory Mott
Walnut Creek Christ Community Cortez A. Cooper, Jr.

J. Philip Clark

Robert M. Ferguson

Philip Foxwell

David E. Hamilton
Jeffrey R. Weir

PACIFIC NORTHWEST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Washington, except as indicated.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Bellevue Bellewood William D. McColley
Everett Westminster John P. Hoogstrate Richard Herbert
Lake Stevens Lake Stevens John C. Pickett
Seattle Highline Ref. Linleigh Roberts

Hillcrest Dana DeVol
Tacoma Faith Robert S. Rayburn Douglas Hopper
Vancouver, BC Faith Reformed Maurie McPhee

PALMETTO PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Carolina.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Aiken Grace James L. Moss
New Covenant James W. Serio
Ballentine Faith Bruce E. Davis
Blair Salem Richard Hodges

Charleston Church Creek Wesley W. Pontier



Cheraw
Chester
Columbia

Kingstree

Lexington
Ridgeway
St. Matthews
Sumter
Winnsboro

PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are

City

Allentown
Dresher
Exton

Glen Mills
HarleysviUe
Lansdale
Levittown

Media
Norristown
Oreland
Philadelphia

Phoenixville
Upper Darby
West Grove
Willow Grove
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Faith

Trinity
Covenant
Eau Claire
Northeast
St. Andrews

Kingstree
Mouzon
Lexington
Longtown

St. Matthews
Westminster
Union Memorial

Church

Lehigh Valley
Covenant
Immanuel
Covenant

. Covenant

Lansdale
Evangelical

Calvary Reformed
Victory

Christ Reformed
Korean United
Tenth

Church Without Walls
Elim

Gethsemane

Calvary

Korean Saints

Robert D. Fitler
John R. Tinsley
J.Gary Aitken

Harold R. Patteson
George D. Crow I
Whaley S. Barton
Emory O. Watson

Joseph Sullivan
Paul J. Hill

Joseph V. Novenson
Grover B. Timms

Charles C. Tyler
John C. Ropp
James M. Hope

LeRoy H. Ferguson Il

Jack Spears
in Pennsylvania.)
Teaching Elder

Donald S. Stone
Erwin Morrison
Richard Tyson

Harold D. Hight
David J. Brewer

John P. Clark, Sr.

Eugene Potoka

Stephen R. Christian

Ernest Breen

James E. Bordwine Il

Harold Burkhart
Young 11 Seu

Linward A. Crowe

AneesZaka

Kyu Myeong Whang

Chris Tindall

George W. Smith

Carl H. Derk
Sung Kyun Na

Timothy J. Keller
Thomas R. Patete

Claude Vernon
James Watts, Jr.
Phillip Johnson
John G. Farmer, Sr.
Clarence 0. Little
Jay Chenault
David Koon

John Thompson

Ruling Elder

George Harris
Thomas Albrecht

Kenneth Rush
Donald MacKenzie

George Deibert

Eugene Betts
Manfred Garibotti

David Lachman

SIOUXLANDS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Dakota, except as indicated.)

City
Chancellor
Hinckley, MN
Holland, IA
Lennox
Lincoln, NE

Rochester, MN
Underwood, ND
Walker, 1A

Church

Germantown
First

Colfax Center
Lennox Ebenezer
Covenant

Trinity
Alexander

Bible

Teaching Elder

Stanley Sundberg

S. Edd Cathey
Arthur G. Ames
Dennis Eide
Marlin Wismer

Richard G. Dark
W. Kent Seldal

Ruling Elder
Kenneth Nogelmeier
Robert Steadman

E. Glen Wismer

Karl Pasch

Donald Donaldson
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SOUTH TEXAS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Texas.)

City

Austin
Beaumont
Bryan
Houston
Spring
Sugar Land

Church

P. Ch of Hills
Covenant
Westminster
Covenant

Spring Cypress

Providence

Teaching Elder

Frank Boswell
William Willisford
John S. Ragland
Joseph A. Pipa, Jr.
Kent T. Hinkson
Alan MccCall

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA (All towns are in Alabama.)

City

Auburn
Benton
Clanton
Clayton
Dothan

Eufala
Florala
Greenville
Montgomery

Opelika

Prattville
Troy

Church

Covenant
Good Hope
Clanton
Clayton
First

Friendship
First

First
Covenant
Eastwood
First
Trinity

Trinity

First
First

Teaching Elder

Gary Spooner
William H. Mason
Lamar Davis

John M. McArthur
Charles E. McGowan
Oscar J. Carlton Il
Ronald W. Clegg
John C. Kinser

L. Milton Cutchen
William H. Bell, Jr.

Edward Johnson
H. Curtis McDaniel

Thomas F. Barnes

Henry L. Smith
William Dever, Jr.

SOUTHERN FLORIDA (All towns are in Florida.)

City
Boca Raton
Coral Gables

Coral Springs
Fort Lauderdale

Hollywood
Jupiter

Key Biscayne
Lake Worth
Miami

Church
Spanish River
Granada

First
Bethany
Calvary
Coral Ridge

St. Andrews
Jupiter

Key Biscayne
Lake Oshorne
Immanuel
Kendall

Old Culler
Pinelands

Teaching Elder
David Nicholas

Danny C. Levi

Lee Mashbum
Joseph Scharer
Wayne Zaepfel
Timothy B. Dobbins
D. James Kennedy
Collins D. Weeber
James Richwine
Ronald Kilpatrick
Denny Hieber
Richard L. Gillen
Stephen W. Brown
Lynn Downing
Joseph A. La Cour Il
John S. McNicoll

James Hayes
George B. Brengle

Ruling Elder

Lane Joffrion
Robert Stewart

Ruling Elder

Lavem Brown

Sam J. Hall 111

Rupert Greene

W. Jack Williamson
Mac Gardner

Tom Kotouc
Joseph H. White
Roy Gamble, Jr.
William J. Gordy
Allen L. Knox, Jr.
Stephen M. Fox
Richard W. Teague
John Langford

Osbourne A. Griffin

Ruling Elder

Judd VanDuzee
Frank Finfrock
Charles A. Kimbrell
David Hoffman

Lindsey Sampson
John Canfield

Steven Huggins
Wi illiam Campbell

Donald Voss
James De Ruiter

John Hann



Stuart
West Palm Beach
Wilton Manors

Shenandoah
Trinity
Grace
Wellington
Covenant
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Ronald Brady
Werner G. Mieding
James M. Bowen, Jr.
George C. Polacek
Dan E. Wren

Cecil A. Brooks
Howard A. Eyrich
Donald H. Gahagen, Jr.
James H. Stewart
Luder Whitlock

SOUTHWEST PRESBYTERY (All towns arc in Arizona, except as indicated)

City

Alamogordo, NM

Colorado Springs, CO

Gilbert

Under, WY

Los Alamos, NM
Montrose, CO
Phoenix

Prescott
Sun City West

Church

Westminster

Forest Gate
Village Seven

Hope

Covenant

Bryce Avenue
Trinity Reformed
Calvin

Trinity

Prescott
Covenant

Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Henry J. Mueller Robert Smith
Dominic A. Aquila

A. Bernhard Kuiper

Gerald G. Morgan

Ronald L. Shaw

Frederick S. McFarland

James Urish

L. UVeme Donaldson

Dennis McDonough

William J. Montgomery

Gerrit DeYoung
Charles E. Turner
Bruce D. Mateer

Rodney King
William B. Leonard
William R. Read

SUSQUEHANA VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Pennsylvania)

City

Cochranvillc
Harrisburg
Uncaster
Quarryville
State College

Church

Faggs Manor
Trinity
Westminster
Faith Reformed
State College

Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Charles H. Cummings  Norman Ankney
Stuart Perrin

George DeLong
John MacRae Gregory Donovan

David M. Lee

TENNESSEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Tennessee, except as indicated)

City

Chattanooga

Dalton, GA
Flintstone, GA
Franklin

Ft. Oglethorpe, GA

Harriman

Church

East Ridge
First

Red Bank
Grace
Chattanooga
Christ Comm
First

West Hills

Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Bob Frederick
Jack Austin

Roger Ingvalson
William Hartshorn
Wendell Jones

J. Render Caines
Pete Austin

G. Everett Gossett
G. Mark Cushman
David Trimmer
Scott W. Smith
James P. Campbell

Craig Boden Howard Lueking
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Hixson
Knoxville

Lookout Mtn.
Nashville

Oak Ridge
Pigeon Forge

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Hixson
Cedar Springs

Ebcnezer
West Hills
Lookout Mm.
Reformed
Christ

Covenant
Evergreen

F. Sanders Campbell
Herbert Broadwater, Jr.
Donald E. Hoke
Vemon F. Holstad
David A. Martin, Sr.

David G. K. Howe
Frederick C. Fowler
Sanders L. Willson

Peter Doyle
Richard Jennings
David W. Hall
H. Randall Davis

Paul Gilchrist
George W. Long
V. Philips Long

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Alabama)

City
Aliceville

Eutaw

Linden
Marion
Selma
Tuscaloosa

York

WESTERN CAROLINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina)

City
Arden
Asheville

Bamardsville
Black Mountain
Brevard

Cashiers
Hazelwood
Hendersonville
Morganton
Murphy

Newland
Swannanoa Valley

Church

First

First

Pleasant Ridge
Linden

Marion

Woodland Heights
Riverwood

Covenant

Church
Arden

Malvern Hills
Trinity
Dillingham
Lakey Gap
Grace Covenant
Whitesides
Hazelwood
Covenant

Faith
Providence
Fellowship
Swannanoa Valley

Teaching Elder

Charles E. Spencer, Jr.

James D. Reedy
Bruce D. Garris
William H. Rose, Jr.
William F. Joseph 11
John W. Robertson
James Brown

Paul D. Kooistra
James Perry

Teaching Elder

Edwin P. Graham
John R. Furman
Glen A. McClung
William P. Laxton
William R. Clay
James G. Edwards

John L. Graham
Thomas A. Weaver Il
John C. Neville, Jr.
Charles M. Wingard
Larry Wilson

J. Phillip Stogner, Jr.
Daniel D. Sulc

William S. Barker Il
David B. Calhoun
Richard H. Dye
Frank E. Hamilton

Doug Jones

Ray Elder

Warner M. Sells
Howard Bankus
Monty Montgomery
Stephen Cook

Fred Schumpcrt
Martin Essenburg

Ron Taylor

Ruling Elder

Horace Hammett
R. Sebron Colson
Richard Owens

Ruling Elder

Jim Warren
Balus Chastain

Ed Robeson

Roy F. Morgan, Jr.

Oliver Pcnland
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Morton H. Smith
Robert G. Sweet

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERY (All towns arc in Tennessee, except as indicated.)

City Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Abingdon, VA Abingdon Tom Holliday
Birchlcaf, VA Sandlick Daniel J. Foreman
Bristol Edgemont Charles Davidson
Charles Lowry
Cedar Bluff, VA Covenant Byron Snapp
Carl C. Howell, Jr.

Cocbhum, VA Coebum John Otis
Elizabethton Memorial Robert C. Lucking, Jr.
Glade Spring, VA Seven Springs Tom B. Sullivan
Glade Valley, NC Alleghany Greg Green
Greenville Meadow Creek James E. Richter
Haysi, VA Dickenson First Ross Lindley
Johnson City Princeton John A. Myers
Jonesborough Midway Alfred W. Bennett, Jr.  Ed Meeks
Kingsport Bridwcll Heights Larry E. Ball

Harmony Bert Edwards John Phillips

Westminster G. Brent Bradley
Pulaski, VA Pulaski Donald A. Broadwater
Tazewell, VA Trinity Henry E. Johnson

George T. Wingard

Commissioners Requesting Excuse for not Attending

Hickory Withe Presbyterian Church Covenant
TE Charles Gwin Gulf Coast
TE Robert S. Homick Gulf Coast
First Presbyterian Church, Panama City Gulf Coast
TE Richard Fraser Illiana
First Presbyterian Church, Yazoo City Mississippi Valley
TE David F. Roberts North Texas
TE Edward T. Noe Philadelphia
RE, Seven Springs Presbyterian Church Westminster
Totals: Teaching Elders 632
Ruling Elders 241
Total Enroliment 873
Churches represented 492

15-3 Adoption of Docket and Business before the Assembly.
The docket was on motion adopted as amended. The order of the docket is seen in
the order of the business handled by the Assembly.
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A. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE FIFTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Communication #1:
Office of the Vice President
Washington

August 12, 1986

Mr. Morton H. Smith

Stated Clerk of the Assembly
P.O. Box 1428

Decatur, GA 30031

Dear Mr. Smith:

Vice President Bush asked that | acknowledge and thank you for your letter, the copy of the resolution
passed by the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church, and the positions taken by the Sixth and
Eighth General Assemblies.

| have passed this information to the Senate Parliamentarian for insertion into the Congressional Record.

Sincerely,

Jennifer A. Fitzgerald
Assistant to the Vice President
for Legislative Affairs

B. OVERTURES TO THE FIFTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON ADMINISTRATION

Overture 21: From the Presbytery of the Southwest

Whereas Members of the Presbytery are expected to fulfill their responsibilities to that body, and
Whereas The PCA is a National Church and should have broad representation from Presbyteries
throughout the country, and

Whereas The Permanent Committees are servants of the entire Church and need to be represented to the
various Presbyteries,

Therefore The Presbytery of the Southwest overtures the 15th General Assembly meeting in Grand
Rapids, June 1987 to direct its Committees and Agencies to allow time for and provide the expenses for
travel and lodging necessary for both Teaching and Ruling Elders who are employees of said Committees
and Agencies to attend their respective Presbyteries at least once each calendar year.

By action of Presbhytery January 23, 1987 meeting in Stated Session at the Calvin Church in Phoenix.
Attest: Charles E. Turner, Stated Clerk
Not handled, carried over to the Sixteenth General Assembly.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON BILLS AND OVERTURES

Overture 2: From Calvary Presbytery

Whereas it appears that a great deal of confusion has arisen in various parts of the Church about the
proper definition and uses of such biblical/theological terms as "Revelation,” "Prophecy,” and other
related terms, and

Whereas the biblical meaning of such terms determines their use in the Church and is directly connected
with issues related to the cessation of revelation, the close of the canon, and the cessation of the
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, and
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Whereas confusion or disagreement in the Church regarding the definition and use of such important
terms is bound to result in an uncertain "sounding of the trumpet" as the Church seeks to proclaim the
authoritative and infallible Word of God, and

Whereas confusion and disagreement in the Church regarding the definition and use of such terms may
lead to division in the Body of Christ,

Therefore be it resolved that Calvary Presbytery does hereby respectfully overture the Fifteenth General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to appoint a special Ad Hoc Theological Study
Commiuce to study such terms as "Revelation,” "Inspiration,” "lllumination,” "Mystery,” and
"Prophecy," in order to compose biblical and Reformed definitions of the same which will guide pastors
and teachers as they proclaim the whole Truth of God, and to report its findings to the Sixteenth General
Assembly, and

Be it further resolved that the Committee’s recommendations, if adopted by the General Assembly, be
properly composed and incorporated into the Book of Church Order at Chapter 7.

Adopted by Calvary Presbytery at its October 24, 1985 stated meeting.
Attest: R. Grady Love, Acting Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-95, Ill, 2, p. 197.

Overture 28: From New Jersey Presbytery

Whereas: 1. The Review and Control Committee of GA has taken a position which in effect is to
outlaw the use of the title, "Reverend";

2. GA has in effect approved this position by adopting the exceptions taken by the R&C Committee;

3. We believe this GA approval is not well thought out because there is abundant ongoing inconsistency
of practice in the PCA in re. the use of "Reverend";

4. The error intended to be avoided in the Biblical reference cited in BCO is more a matter of the heart
than the outward practice;

5. The Scripture by giving warning of the dangers of that error is more concerned by the heart attitude
than the actual practice (it does not itself display full consistency of application);

6. For many, perhaps even most, the usage isjust an attempt to define an acceptable role distinction;

7. "Reverend" is no less susceptible to the scripturally proscribed abuse than is the widely used
distinction "TE” and "RE" which also do not have scriptural authority;

8. To encourage this kind of approach could well lead to a seemingly endless list of rules or laws all of
which foster a legalistic view of salvation thus endangering (humanly speaking) the souls of men and
embroiling churches, Presbyteries and GA in all sorts ofjudicial processes (note the PCA record to date)
which consume time, energy and resources perhaps better focused on the positive ministries of the
Church;

Therefore: The New Jersey Presbytery respectfully overtures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America, meeting in Grand Rapids, June 15-19, 1987 to instruct its Review and Control
Committee to stop taking exception to the title, "Reverend".

Adopted by the Presbytery of New Jersey, meeting in Short Hills, New Jersey on Saturday March 21,
1987.

Attest: James A. Smith, Stated Clerk
Answered in the affirmative. See 15-95, 111, 3, p. 197 and 15-96, V, B, 4, p. 219.

Overture 31: From Westminster Presbytery

Whereas, the Lord has promised to be the Provider for His people (Matthew 7:25-34, Deuteronomy
11:13ff, 28:1ff); and

Whereas, the Bible instructs us that the ordinary means by which God provides for His people is through
their obedience to the creation mandate of diligence and hard work in exercising dominion (Genesis
1:28-30); and

Whereas, included in this mandate is the necessity of planning on the part of individuals and families,
and of charity on the part of the Lord’s Church toward those who undergo the hardships of life (Proverbs
6:6ff, 12:11, 13:11, Il Corinthians 8:1-8,1Timothy 5:8-18); and

Whereas, the Social Security System of the United States of America diverts the trust of its people from
the provision of the Almighty God, to the provision of the State, which is to lean on a broken reed; and
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Whereas, such trust in men is forbidden by the Lord (Isaiah 57:9-13, 30:1-5, 31: Iff); and

Whereas, such a false faith leads inevitably to the neglect of the promises and commandments of the

Living God; and

Whereas, the Social Security System, in addition to being rooted in the unbiblical view of the function of

the Slate, is also based on unsound economic principles; and

Whereas, the Committee on Insurance and Annuities has very properly identified the looming expense

of medical care in the future and warned the ministers of the PCA to take note of such expenses; and

Whereas, the Committee on Insurance and Annuities, on the basis of past action by the General

Assembly, advised ministers in the PCA to refrain from taking the option of staying out of Social

Security, or, if already out, to take the opportunity afforded by the new tax law to re-enter the program;

and

Whereas, this advice appears to be contrary to the teaching of the Lord of the Church, and an expression

of unbelief in the Lord’s promises; and

Whereas, such unbelief brings reproach to the name of Christ, contributes to the escalating idolatry of

statism among ministers and congregations, and thus damages the reputation of the Presbyterian Church

in America;

Therefore be it resolved that:

1. The Presbyterian Church in America lay hold of the promises of Christ to be the provider of His
people, and in demonstration of this confidence advise her ministers to remain out of the Social
Security Program for the sake of conscience and concern for the glory of God.

2. That the Committee on Insurance, Annuities, and Relief begin to study and develop practical
instruction and methods for ministers and churches to prepare for the future.

3. That the General Assembly communicate with the seminaries providing ministers to the PCA our
desire to see each graduate fully informed of his option of non-participation and his responsibilities
in order to take advantage of that option.

4. That the General Assembly humbly petition the Congress of the United States to open the way for
those who entered the program in ignorance of either the biblical principles which apply or to the
provision allowing their non-participation to opt out of the Social Security Program and put their
trust in the Lord according to conscience.

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, April 18, 1987.

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-95, 111, 5, p. 197.

Overture 32: From Southeast Alabama Presbytery

Whereas, all of our work in the denomination is to glorify our Lord Jesus; and

Whereas, because we are sinful men and arc easily led by self-centeredness and worldly wisdom; and
Whereas, if we are to conduct the business of Christ, the Head of the Church, we must realize our
complete dependence of His guidance and leading; and

Whereas, this work is to be done in humility, trusting in Him alone; and

Whereas, there exists a tendency towards factions and divisions currently within our denomination; and
Whereas, He has commanded us to do this work in unity and not in factions, disputes, and divisions
which arc hated by Him; and

Whereas, a need exists for us to have a time to humble ourselves before God in prayer and worship to
properly prepare for this work of God;

Therefore be it resolved that Southeast Alabama Presbytery does call upon the General Assembly to set
aside the first day of business for worship and prayer for the preparation of doing the work of Christ’s
Church.

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Southeast Alabama Presbytery, April 28, 1987.
Attest: Randy H. Kimbrough, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative with the adoption of the docket, 15-3, p. 35.
Overture 33: From Northeast Presbytery

Whereas, the present Book of Church Order is contradictory at many points, and is difficult to follow,
particularly with regard to candidacy, licensure, internship, and ordination of ministers: and
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Whereas, the present Book of Church Order includes matters that more properly are dealt with in By-
laws of the Assembly which are not a part of the Constitution to which we take ordination vows;
Therefore, Northeast Presbytery hereby overtures the 15th General Assembly to establish a committee to
revise the Book of Church Order.

Adopted at the January 9-10, 1987 Stated Meeting.

Attest: Philip J. Adams, Slated Clerk
Answered in the negative, 15-95, 111, 6, p. 197.

Overture 34: From Northeast Presbytery
That Northeast Presbytery overture the General Assembly to express our strong disapproval of the view
of church authority set forth by the Majority Report of the Ad-Interim Committee to Study and Make
Recommendations as to Structure and Procedure, and to urge the General Assembly to reject that
concept.
Therefore, Northeast Presbytery hereby overtures the 15th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in America to

1. express our strong disapproval of the view of church authority set forth by the Majority Report
of the Ad-Interim Committee to Study and Make Recommendations as to Structure and Procedure, and

2. to urge the General Assembly to reject that concept.

Adopted at the May 8-9, 1987 Stated Meeting.
Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk

Answered by reference to action on the Ad Interim Committee on General Assembly, 15-95, 111, 7,
p. 197.

Overture 36: From Delmarva Presbytery
Whereas, Chapters 56, 57, and 58 of "The Directory For the Worship of God" have been given full
constitutional authority by the 1981 General Assembly after being submitted to the Presbyteries and
receiving the necessary two-thirds approval of the Presbyteries, and
Whereas, Chapter 58, "The Administration of the Lord’s Supper,” in section 58-4, teaches and requires
that,

"Since, by our Lord’s appointment, this sacrament sets forth the communion of saints,

the Minister, at the discretion of the Session, before the observance begins, may either

invite all those who profess the true religion, and arc communicants in good standing in

any evangelical church, to participate in the ordinance; or may invite those who have

been approved by the Session, after having given indication of the desire to

participate,” and
Whereas, the Fourteenth General Assembly had before it a Constitutional Inquiry #2 from the
Westminster Presbyterian Church which asked, "May the Session approve an individual to participate in
the Lord’s table who is not a member in good standing in an evangelical churchl" (M14GA, p. 330,
emphasis added), and
Whereas, the Fourteenth General Assembly answered this question by saying, "This matter should be
left to the spiritual discernment of the Session." (M14GA, p. 125, emphasis added), and
Whereas, the phrase "This matter” clearly refers to the question posed, that is, whether or not the Session
may approve an individual to participate in the Lord’s table who is not a member of an Evangelical
church, and
Whereas, such an answer does not give the Assembly’s approval to the Session for so doing, nor does it
forbid the session from so doing, but rather refers the matter to the "discretion” of the Session, which is
none other than what 58-4 itself already provides, and
Whereas, the above notwithstanding, some in the PCA have taken the Assembly’s answer to mean that it
did give its approval to a session admitting a person not a member of an Evangelical church to the Lord’s
table, and
Whereas, our Confession of Faith clearly summarizes the teaching of the Scripture that church
membership is necessary for the partaking of the Lord’s supper (CF 29.1, 25.3, 27.1; LC qg. 162, 165,
166, 168), and
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Whereas, this understanding of God’s Word has long been a part of the faithful witness of American

Presbyterians to the truth of God’s Word:
Persons professing faith in the Lord Jesus, and obedience to him, are to be received by
the Session into the membership of the church, and welcomed to the communion.
Members in good and regular standing in other churches are also to be received by the
Session, on the presentation of proper certificates of dismissal....It is customary to
invite all Christians present to unite in the service who are in good and regular standing
in other evangelical churches. But "it is not in accordance with the spirit and usage of
the Presbyterian Church to extend such invitations" to persons who are not members of
any evangelical Church. [Presbyterian Digest, p. 669.] "The language of the book
("Directory for Worship," ch. viii., sect. iv.) relied upon by some to authorize
indiscriminate communion is not correctly interpreted by them. Although in describing
the persons there invited to the Lord’s table church-membership is not expressed, it is
clearly implied." [Minutes G.A. 1876, p. 79]

J. Aspinwall Hodge, What is Presbyterian Law as Defined by the Church Courts.
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1882, p. 91.

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Delmarva Presbytery respectfully overtures the Fifteenth General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 15-19, 1987,
that it declare its conviction that the answer of the Fourteenth General Assembly in Constitutional
Inquiry #2 (M14GA, p. 330) may not be taken in any sense which would release a Session from the
obligation to abide by the requirements of BCO 58-4.

Adopted by the Delmarva Presbytery at it’s 20th Stated Meeting on 5/12/87.

Attest: Bruce Howes, Stated Clerk
Referred to the Sixteenth General Assembly, 15-95, 111, 8, p. 197.

Overture 37: From Delmarva Presbytery

Whereas the coordinators of the committees of the General Assembly are most significant for the life

and direction of the denomination; and

Whereas a single coordinator may hold his position for many years despite the necessity of an annual

rcelection by the General Assembly; and

Whereas the need for a grass-roots, "bottom-up" rather than "top down" decision on this matter would be

most healthy for the church; and

Whereas the office of Stated Clerk has a similar significance in the denomination as its coordinators;

Therefore be it resolved that the following procedure be adopted for the selection of any new

replacement in the office of General Assembly Coordinator or the Stated Clerk:

(1) The Nominating Committee of the General Assembly (whose members are elected by the
presbyteries) shall be notified of the forthcoming vacancy;

(2) Members of the Nominating Committee shall propose to the Chairman of the Nominating
Committee candidates for a search committee;

(3) The Nominating Committee shall then elect from these candidates five members to constitute a
Search Committee;

(4) The Search Committee shall present its nomination(s) at the next meeting of the General Assembly.

(5) The General Assembly’s Commiuee on Administration shall be authorized to select an interim
Stated Clerk, and the respective commiuees of the General Assembly shall be authorized to select
an interim Coordinator.

(6) Annual reelection shall continue under the present arrangement.

Be it further resolved that the above procedure be incorporated in the Rules for Assembly Operations

under Article 111, section 1as it relates to the Stated Clerk.

Be it still further resolved that the above procedure be incorporated in the Bylaws of the PCA under

Article 1V, section 2 as it relates to the Coordinators.

Adopted by the 20th Stated Meeting of Delmarva Presbytery on 5/12/87.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative. See 15-18, p. 91.
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TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON INSURANCE, ANNUITIES & RELIEF

Overture 17: From TE George Crocker and TE Vaughn Hathaway

Whereas, the Board of Trustees of the Insurance, Annuity and Relief Funds has issued a "Position
Paper" on "Social Security and Post-Retirement Medical Coverage"; and

Whereas, the same Board of Trustees did also "sen(d) to all ministers of the PCA ... a reprint of an
article entitled ‘Clergy and Social Security’™ and "an accompanying letter from the Director and Board
Chairman"; and

Whereas, the same Board of Trustees did refer to two actions by previous General Assemblies of the
PCA as actions that "encouraged ministers to participate in Social Security (1973, 1974)"; and

Whereas, the Board did state the "That the denomination has made no decisions which would advocate
non-participation in the system on theological grounds"; and

Whereas, the fact is that the General Assembly has made no decisions with regard to the Social Security
system or participadon in the system from a theological position; and

Whereas, the General Assembly has never addressed the question of the biblical legitimacy of
government sponsored programs of wealth redistribution such as the Social Security system; and
Whereas, the article "Clergy and Social Security” docs argue falsely that a pastor who is presently
covered by Gl insurance cannot "honestly say that he ... is opposed to" such "government insurance"
programs as social security; and

Whereas, the Board of Trustees have independently taken action which in effect is an amendment of the
PCA health plan approved by the General Assembly by changing the rate structure for retired teaching
elders who are not eligible for Medicare and who desire to continue in the PCA health plan;

Therefore, be it resolved that Grace Presbytery overture the general Assembly of the PCA to direct the
Board of Trustees on Insurance, Annuity and Relief Funds to desist from offering "Position Papers" on
matters touching upon theological issues without definite General Assembly action; to withdraw the
"Position Paper" on "Social Security and Post-Retirement Medical Coverage" until such time as the
General Assembly shall speak to the issue; to rescind the new rate structure for retired teaching elders; to
reimburse any retired leaching elder who was charged under the new rate structure; and to develop a
policy consistent for all ministers of the PCA, who for conscientious reasons have chosen not to
participate in the social security system or who have chosen to participate, so that the rate structure will
be non-discriminatory; and

Overture the General Assembly to study amendments of the structure of the Board of Trustees on
Insurance, Annuity and Relief Funds to prevent such independent action in the future.

Presented to and rejected by Grace Presbytery, January 13, 1987.
Presented to the General Assembly by TEs George Crocker and Vaughn Hathaway. RAO 5-8

Answered in the negative, 15-68, 111, 20, p. 154.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Overture 15: From Northeast Presbytery

Whereas we appreciate the importance of the unity of the body of Christ;

Yet:

Whereas our current affiliation with the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) constitutes a
reduction of the distinctive character of the Reformed faith to an undefined "broad evangelicalism"; and
Whereas the NAE speaks to political and moral issues through the Office of Public Affairs in
Washington, D.C.; and

Whereas it is entirely conceivable that the NAE could publicly express positions not in keeping with the
consensus of the PCA; and

Whereas the public generally understands the pronouncements of such large umbrella organizations to
be the position of its constituent members; and

Whereas the NAE is an extra-ecclesiastical organization doing work which is properly the function of
the church; and

Whereas the possibility exists for individuals and local congregations to join the NAE on an individual
basis, which we would encourage for those so inclined; and

Whereas cooperation between church courts and individual members of the PCA and non-PCA groups
of many varieties already existed without the need for affirmation of a broad, general Statement of Faith;
and
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Whereas ihcrc are many individuals and congregations within the PCA who arc principally opposed to
official association with the NAE; and

Whereas membership in the NAE is a costly matter, in both time and money, each of which is already in
short supply in the various committees and agencies of our denomination;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Northeast Presbytery overtures the Fifteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America, meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, to rescind the action of the
Fourteenth General Assembly in this regard and to withdraw immediately from membership in the NAE.

Adopted at the Fall Stated Meeting of Northeast Presbytery, September 12-13, 1986.
Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-80, ///, 11, p. 166.

Overture 16: From TE Eugene Case etal.

Whereas, the Fourteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America voted to affiliate
with the National Association of Evangelicals; and,

Whereas, the National Association of Evangelicals is an extra-ecclesiastical organization, made up of
individuals, churches, and denominations of considerable variety, many of them Arminian and
Pentecostal in their doctrine; and,

Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America has not, as yet, made a thorough study of the advisability
of such extra-ecclesiastical affiliations, nor has it arrived at any set of principles upon which such an
affiliation might properly be concluded; and

Whereas, the vote to affiliate with the National Association of Evangelicals was 352 in favor and 274
against; and

Whereas, twenty-three commissioners to the General Assembly felt strongly enough in opposition to
such affiliation that they registered their negative votes; and

Whereas, twenty-six commissioners to the General Assembly felt strongly enough in opposition to such
affiliation that they signed a solemn protest against the action; and

Whereas, the action of the Assembly has the effect of binding these brethren and others to an association
in which they do not wish to have their membership; and

Whereas, their feeling on this matter is quite similar to the feelings of many who, in former ecclesiastical
connections, protested membership in the World and National Councils of Churches; and

Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America does not forbid any individual or congregation from
affiliating with the National Association of Evangelicals; and

Whereas, the action of the Fourteenth General Assembly in this matter is an unnecessary affront to the
convictions of many of the brethren; and

Whereas, the action of the Fourteenth General Assembly could have a divisive effect and disturb the
unity of the Presbyterian Church in America; and

Whereas, it has not been demonstrated that affiliation with the National Association of Evangelicals is
consonant with the Word of God and therefore binding upon the consciences of the brethren; and
Whereas, this action is a violation of the "Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America" (BCO 14-
6; 26-5);

Theref)ore, be it resolved that the session of the First Presbyterian Church of Woodville, Mississippi, in
stated meeting on the 6th day of July, 1986, does hereby overture Grace Presbytery to overture the
Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to terminate immediately the
membership of the Presbyterian Church in America in the National Association of Evangelicals.

Presented to and rejected by Grace Presbytery, October 14, 1986.
Presented to the General Assembly by TEs Eugene Case, George Felton and Vaughn Hathaway; RAO
5-8

Answered in the negative. See 15-80, Ill, 11, p. 166.
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Overture 18: From Warrior Presbytery

Whereas, the 14th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America voted to become a member
of the National Association of Evangelicals, and this was the first time that many of the delegates have
ever heard of this organization: and

Whereas, our joining this group puts us in ecclesiastical fellowship through the "National Religious
Broadcasters" with men who are teaching error or denying Biblical truth, such as the following:

A. In the April 15, 1984, issue of Family Weekly, Norman Vincent Peale stated that the Virgin
Birth is "Some theological idea of no importance to Salvation." On the Phil Donahue show on October
23, 1984, in answer to a question, Mr. Peale stated, "I have my own personal relationship with God,
you’ve got yours. 1know a Shinto temple in Japan where | found eternal peace one day in my soul.”

B. Kenneth Copeland teaches on his tape, "The Force of Love" (BBC-56), "And you impart
humanity into a child that’s bom of you...Because you arc a human, you have imparted the nature of
humanity into that bom child. God is God. He is a Spirit...and He imparted in you when you were bom
again. Peter said itjust as plain, ‘We are partakers of the Divine Nature.” That Nature is alive eternally
in absolute perfection, and that was imparted, injected into your spirit man, and you have that imparted
into you by God just as you imparted into your child the nature of humanity. That Child wasn’t a whale.
It was bom human...Well, now, you don’t have a human, do you? No, you are one. You don’t have a
God in you. You are one.”

Therefore, Be It Resolved, that Warrior Presbhytery overtures the 15th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to withdraw from the National Association of Evangelicals immediately.

Approved as an Overture to the Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, at
the regular stated meeting of Warrior Presbytery in Linden, Alabama, January 20, 1987.

Attest: Marvin L. Harris, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-80, IlI, 11, p. 166.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Overture 1: From Southwest Presbytery

Whereas many of our small congregations at times do not have sufficient elders to adjudicate discipline
cases within the congregation and,

Whereas the former RPCES did have the provision for borrowed elders;

Therefore the Presbytery of the Southwest respectfully overtures the 15th General Assembly to assign to
the appropriate committee the responsibility to draft an amendment to our Book of Church Order
permitting borrowed elders.

Adopted at the Spring Slated Meeting of the Presbytery of the Southwest, April 24-25, 1986.
Attest: Charles E. Turner, Stated Clerk
No action taken.

Overture 4: From the Presbytery of Westminster

Whereas, BCO 58-4 has been variously interpreted in the PCA because of its wording; and

Whereas, our constitutional standards clearly state at other points that church membership is necessary

for the partaking of the Lord’s Supper (See WCF 29:1, 25:3,27:1, WLC Q. 162, 165, 166, 168, BCO 6-2,

6-4, and 27-2); and

Whereas, BCO 8-6 provides for the administration of sacraments in areas where there is no organized

church;

Therefore be it resolved that BCO 58-4 par. 3 read as follows:
Since, by our Lord’s appointment, this sacrament sets forth the communion of the saints, the
Minister, at the discretion of the Session, before the observance begins may cither invite all those
who profess the true religion, and are communicants in good standing in any evangelical church, to
participate in the ordinance; or may invite those communicants in good standing in any evangelical
church who have been approved by the Session, after having given indication of their desire to
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participate. It is properalso to give a special invitation to non-communicants to remain during the

service.
(The words in italics are the addition to the current reading.)

Adopted at the Fall Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, October 18,1986

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk
Referred to Study Committee, see 15-83, IH, 22, p. 176.

Overture S: From Delmarva Presbytery
Whereas, the PCA Book of Church Order says nothing about thefunction of a pulpit committee;
Therefore, be it resolved that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America amend the
PCA Book of Church Order Chapter 20-2 by
1. adding the following after "pulpit committee™:
"to select a qualified pastoral candidate to recommend to the congregation for vote. The
pulpit committee..."
2. eliminating the word "which", which precedes the words "may be composed of members".

Adopted at the 18th Stated Meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery on November 11th, 1986.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-83, Ill, 23, p. 176.

Overture 6: From New River Presbytery
Whereas, the office of Elder in the PCA is one of OVERSIGHT (BCO 8-1, 8-3); and
Whereas, the office of Deacon in the PCA is one of SERVICE (BCO 9-1); and
Whereas, the current PCA Book of Church Order allows for Deacons to serve as members of
committees of Presbytery and General Assembly which are given responsibilities of OVERSIGHT in the
church (9-5);
Therefore, be it Resolved that New River Presbytery does respectfully overture the Fifteenth General
Assembly to begin process to change the Book of Church Order, Section 9-5, to read as follows:
"9-5: Deacons may be appointed by the higher courts to serve as non-voting members, advisors,
and or treasurers of their various committees. It may also be helpful..."

The above overture was approved by New River Presbytery at its 38th Stated Meeting, Faith Presbyterian
Church, Charleston, WV on November 15, 1986.

Attest: Don Post, Jr., Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-83, 11, 24, p. 176.

Overture 7: From New River Presbytery

Whereas, there have been an increasing number of Judicial Cases coming before the General Assembly

each year, requiring an inordinate number of man-hours of commissioners to be spent off the floor during

the General Assembly; and

Whereas, there appears to be no strong consensus at this time in forming any permanent Judicial

Commission at the General Assembly level to deal with such cases between assemblies;

Therefore, be it Resolved that New River Presbytery does respectfully overture the Fifteenth General

Assembly to change the Rules of Assembly Operation by adding the following new paragraph:
"X.C That prior to the end of each General Assembly, four Standing Judicial Commissions,
made up of 15 members each, be elected on the floor of the General Assembly from names
nominated by the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business (with additional
nominations allowed from the floor); and that nominees for these four Standing Judicial
Commissions be limited to representatives of Presbyteries of four geographical regions as
recommended by the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business; that any judicial
references arriving to the level of General Assembly between meetings of the General
Assembly will be forwarded by the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business to the
appropriate Standing Judicial Commission; and that if the Commission finds the reference in
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order, will adjudicate the matter and that such adjudication will be binding on all parties
immediately, unless 1/3 of the sitting Commission Members vote to suspend action until the

case is reviewed by the General Assembly; and that each of the StandingJudicial

Commissions will report the results of their work tothe next General Assembly in
accordance with Sections A and B above. Membership on any Standing Judicial
Commission will be limited to three consecutive years."

The above overture was approved by New River Presbytery at its 38th Stated Meeting, Faith Presbyterian
Church, Charleston, WV on November 15,1986.

Attest: Don Post, Jr., Stated Clerk
Answered by action regarding Judicial Commissions. See 15-43, p. 106.

Overture 8: From Delmarva Presbytery
W hereas the Bible clearly specifies the mandatory qualifications of elders in | Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:6-9, and of deacons in 1 Timothy 3:8-13 and Acts 6:3, and
W hereas the Chapter 24-1 of the PCA Book of Church Order does not specify these verses and does not
even include Acts 6:3,
Therefore be it resolved that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America amend the
PCA Book of Church Order Chapter 24-1 by replacing "I Timothy 3 and Titus 1" with:

"1Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9 (elders), or | Timothy 3:8-13 and Acts 6:3 (deacons)."”

Adopted at the 18th Stated Meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-S3, HI, 28.p. 177.

Overture 9: From Delmarva Presbytery
W hereas, the Bible clearly specifies the mandatory qualifications of elders in | Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:6-9, and
Whereas, the PCA Book of Church Order does not specify any vehicle whereby candidates for the
ministry are to be evaluated according to these qualifications, and
Whereas, at present some men are not formally evaluated on the basis of the Bible’s qualifications either
by the Presbytery or by the calling church,
Therefore, be it resolved that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America amend the
PCA Book of Church Order Chapter 20-2 by adding the following after "designated by the
congregation™:

"The pulpit committee may only select a man who, in the committee’s opinion, fully satisfies the
qualifications of 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9.”

Adopted at the 18th Stated Meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-83, Ill, 29, p. 177.

Overture 10: From Delmarva Presbytery
W hereas, the Bible clearly specifies the mandatory qualifications of elders in | Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:6-9, and
Whereas, the PCA Book of Church Order does not specify any vehicle whereby candidates for the
ministry are to be evaluated according to these qualifications, and
Whereas, at present some men are not formally evaluated on the basis of the Bible’s qualifications either
by the Presbytery or by the calling church,
Therefore, be it resolved that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America amend the
PCA Book of Church Order Chapter 21-4 in the following manner:

Add the following to the second paragraph, after "experiential religion”:
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"his personal character and family management (based on qualifications in | Timothy 3:1-7 and
Titus 1:6-9)."

Adopted at the 18th Stated Meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
Answered in the affirmative as amended. See 15-83, Ill, 27, p. 177.

Overture 11: From Delmarva Presbytery
Whereas, the Bible clearly specifies the mandatory qualifications of elders in | Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:6-9, and
Whereas, the PCA Book of Church Order docs not specify any vehicle whereby candidates for the
ministry are to be evaluated according to these qualifications, and
Whereas, at present some men are not formally evaluated on the basis of these Bible’s qualifications
either by the Presbytery or by the calling church,
Therefore, be it resolved that the General Assembly of the Presbytery Church in America amend the
PCA Book of Church Order chapter 19-2 in the following manner:
1 add the following as a new paragraph B:

"Be examined as to his fulfiliment of the qualifications for the office in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and

Titus 1:6-9 concerning personal character, family life, and ability to teach the Scriptures soundly."”

2. Reletter the present paragraph B as new paragraph C
3. Rcletter the present paragraph C as new paragraph D
4. Reletter the present paragraph D as new paragraph E

Adopted at the 19th Stated meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery on 11/11/86.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-83, 111, 30, p. 177.

Overture 12: From Delmarva Presbytery
W hereas, the Bible clearly specifies the mandatory qualifications of elders in | Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:6-9, and
Whereas, the PCA Book of Church Order does not specify any vehicle wherebycandidates for the
ministry are to be evaluated according to these qualifications, and
Whereas, at present some men are not formally evaluated on the basis of the Bible’s qualifications either
by the Presbytery or by the calling church,
Therefore, be it resolved that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America amend the
PCA Book of Church Order Chapter 20-3 by adding to the end of it:

"In voting, the members of the church should be exhorted to keep in mindthat anyprospective
pastor must meet the qualifications set forth in | Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9."

Adopted at the 18th Stated meeting of the Delmarva Preshytery.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative. See 15-83, 111, 26, p. 177.

Overture 13: From Northeast Presbytery

Whereas, one of the most important functions of the General Assembly is to "decide in all controversies
respecting doctrine and discipline” (BCO 14-6), and

Whereas, the General Assembly each year receives complaints and appeals from the lower courts of the
church, and

Whereas, the Rules of Assembly Operation X (Judicial Commissions) do not specify how commissions
are to be appointed, and

Whereas, the various traditions have developed in the appointment of said judicial commissions without
consistency, and
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Whereas, at the Fourteenth General Assembly judicial commissions were appointed that did not
represent the denomination as a whole geographically nor by a theological cross section of the
denomination,

Be it resolved that the Northeast Presbytery overture the Fifteenth General Assembly to direct the

permanent committee on Judicial Business to prepare an amendment to RAO X-A-l which shall:

1 State that the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business shall nominate members of
judicial commissions on behalf of the General Assembly.

2. That the members so nominated to these commission shall be chosen with highest priority being
given to geographical balance on each commission.

3. That in no cases shall a member of a commission be nominated bc-cause of his particular
theological position.

4. That no member of a Committee of Commissioners or a floor clerk of the Assembly shall be
nominated to Judicial Commission because of the time demands of their respective positions.

5. That to enable the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business to carry out these
responsibilities, the Committee on Administration shall provide to the Committee of
Commissioners a list of the actually registered commissioners not later than noon of the opening
day of the Assembly. This list shall provide the pool of potential commissioners less those
excepuons noted above.

6.  That this proposed amendment to RAO be presented as a special order on the opening day of the
Fifteenth General Assembly.

Adopted at the September 12-13, 1986 meeting of Northeast Preshytery.
Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk
Carried over to the Sixteenth General Assembly. See 15-83, 111, 40, p. 182.

Overture 14: From Northeast Presbytery

Whereas the Rules of Discipline note that the censures which may be inflicted by church courts are
admonition, suspension, excommunication, and dcposidon, (30-1), and

Whereas suspension is defined with respect to church officers as "exclusion from their church offices
and sealing ordinances (30-3)," and

Whereas there are certain to be instances where a church officer should be suspended from office but
should not be denied access to the sealing ordinances, and

Whereas presendy the only option given to church courts is to admonish the offender or suspend
(whether definite or indefinite)

Therefore be it resolved that the Book of Church Order be amended to make it possible to suspend an
officer of the church without keeping him from the sealing ordinances.

Adopted at the September 12-13, 1986 meeting of Northeast Presbytery.

Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative, 15-83, Il1, 25, p. 177.

Overture 19: From Southeast Alabama Presbytery

Whereas the Book of Church Order 24-9 conveys the impression that all elders and deacons who have
been granted emeritus status no longer have voting privileges in the courts of the Presbyterian Church in
America, and in the case of deacons within the diaconatc of the local church, and

Whereas the 12th General Assembly, having taken final action to approve the present language of Book
of Church Order 24-9, also adopted a personal resolution, presented by a member of that court, which
affirmed that it was not the intention of 24-9 when it was approved in 1984 to deprive officers of their
voting privileges who had attained emeritus status prior to final ratification of 24-9, and

Whereas the 13th General Assembly answered a Constitutional Inquiry from a Session reaffirming the
view that the removal of suffrage did not retroactively apply to Elders and Deacons Emeriti before final
ratification of 24-9, and

Whereas these two actions of consecutive General Assemblies do not have the force of Constitutional
law or of legal precedent, but rather express the opinion of these Assemblies that 24-9 did not adequately
provide for already emeritated officers, and
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Whereas Book of Church Order 24-9, by a strict construction of its wording, has causedconfusion
pertaining to the suffrage of certain officers possessing emeritus status, and
Whereas the potential for such confusion among the churches and courts will continue to exist with the
present language,
Therefore be it resolved that the 15th General Assembly correct this oversight by amending the Book of
Church Order by the addition of the following sentence after the last sentence of 24-9:
"Elders and Deacons who have been granted Emeritus status prior to June 22, 1984shall retain
their voting privileges."”

Adopted by Southeast Alabama Preshytery at its meeting of January 27, 1987.
Attest: Randy Kimbrough, Stated Clerk
See 15-83,111,31,p .177.

Overture 22: From Pacific Presbytery
Whereas more and more gifted men are pursuing the gospel ministry later in life as a second career,
Whereas some of these men do not have an undergraduate degree,
Whereas some of these men have acquired the equivalent results of an undergraduate degree through
their life experience,
Whereas a presbytery should be able to utilize the gifts of these men more fully than it can at present,
Whereas the PCUS and the RPCES both had constitutional provisions for qualified men to enter the
minishy without an undergraduate degree, and
Whereas a presbytery has the option to omit any part of the ordination examination and to accept
appropriate testimonials in place of a seminary degree (BCO 21-4), but a presbytery does not have the
option to waive the required undergraduate degree,
Therefore be it resolved that the Presbytery of the Pacific overture the Fifteenth General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in America to amend BCO 21-4 to read:
An intern applying for ordination shall be required to present a diploma of Bachelor or Master from
some approved college or university (or be approved by a three-fourths vote of the Presbytery as
having given evidence of the academic aptitude, analytic and synthetic thinking skills, the ability to
communicate in written and oral form, and an interaction with the history and cultures of the world
which are the equivalent of such a degree) and also...

Approved January 17, 1987 by action of Pacific Presbytery.
Attest: J. Robert Vinson, Stated Clerk
Referred to the Sixteenth General Assembly. See 15-83, 11, 32, p. 177.

Overture 23: From Central Carolina Presbytery
Whereas the Larger Catechism of the Confession of Faith of the PCA (1983) states in Q. 177 (p. 109):
Q.177 Wherein do the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper differ?
A. The sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper differ, in that baptism is to be administered
once, with water, to be a sign and seal of our regeneration and ingrafting into Christ41, and even to
infants 42, whereas the Lord’s Supper is to be administered often, in the elements of bread and
wine, to represent and exhibit Christ as spiritual nourishment to the soul 43, and to confirm our
continuance and growth in Him 44, and that only to such as are of years and ability to examine
themselves 45.
41. M att3:11;Tt3:5; Gal 3:27
42. Gen 17:7 & 9; Acts 2:38-39; | Cor 7:14;
43. 1 Cor 11:23-26
44. | Cor 10:16.
45. | Cor 11:28-29. "But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and
drink of that cup..."
Therefore, in order to comply fully with the last phrase of the direction of Q. 177 of the Larger
Catechism of the Confession of Faith and Catechism of the Presbyterian Church in America, namely that
"only to such as are of years and ability to examine themselves,"
Be it resolved, that the Central Carolina Presbytery overtures the 15th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to amend the Book of Church Order 58-4 to read, "...the Minister, at the
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discretion of the Session, before the observance begins, may either invite all who profess the true
religion, and are communicants in good standing in any evangelical church, to participate in the
ordinance; or may invite those who have been approved by the Session, after having given indication of
their desire to participate as those who are ofyears and ability to examine themselves."

Discussion:

Children-or for that matter any person who does not meet the test cited in | Cor. 11:28-29-ought
not to be permitted to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

Children, bom within the pale of the visible church and dedicated to God in baptism, are under the
inspection and government of the Church; and are to be taught to read and repeat the Catechism, the
Apostle’s Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer. They are to be taught to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God, and to
obey the Lord Jesus Christ. And when they come to years of discretion, if they be free from scandal,
appear sober and steady, and to have sufficient knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, they ought to be
informed it is their duty and privilege to come to the Lord’s Supper.

The years of discretion in young Christians cannot be precisely fixed. This must be left to the
prudence of the session.

When persons baptized in infancy are to be admitted to full communion with the Church, they shall
be examined as to their knowledge and piety, and shall in ordinary cases, with the approval of the
Session, make a public profession of their faith, in the presence of the congregation.

Attest: Stephen O. Stout, Stated Clerk
Carried over to the Sixteenth General Assembly. See 15-83, Ill, 33, p. 177 and 15-79, p. 163

Overture 25: From Delmarva Presbytery

Whereas the Constitution of the PCA already consists in part of a Directory of Worship; and

Whereas the current Directory for Worship (DFW) contains only four sections which are obligatory for
instruction of the people; and

Whereas the Prefatory Statement (Minutes of the Fourteenth General Assembly, p. 338) recognizes the
diversity of views of worship within the PCA and the differing conclusions resulting therefrom; and
Whereas the different chapters of the DFW are applications of different chapters of the Westminster
Confession of Faith, and varying Scriptural references; and

Whereas Delmarva Presbytery has expressed general disapproval of the proposed DFW but with specific
exceptions noted by some presbyters, and that a vote on the entirety of the proposed DFW is unfair to the
work that the committee has accomplished, and the intent of the original GA charge;

Therefore, the Delmarva Presbytery overtures the Fifteenth General Assembly to direct the presbyteries
to take up the proposed DFW one chapter each year in sequential order that each may be examined and
approved after appropriate and detailed discussion.

Adopted at the 19th meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery, 2/14/87.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
See 15-83, 111,34, p. 178 & 15, p. 172.

Overture 26: From the Presbytery of Eastern Canada
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America attracts more teaching elders than it is presently able to
employ; and
Whereas, elders in Christ’s church should function as elders only when they are called to that work by a
body of Christ’s people; and
Whereas, there is a need for ordained teaching elders to relate to the presbytery especially when they are
seeking God’s calling to a new work, and are not presently employed in our church as a teaching elder,
and
Whereas, some prcsbyterian bodies have solved this dilemma by providing for an appendix to the roll of
preshytery;
Therefore, the Presbytery of Eastern Canada overtures the Fifteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to amend the Book of Church Order:

1 Amending the first sentence of 13-2 to read: "A teaching Elder shall be required to hold his
membership in the Presbytery within whose geographical bounds he resides, unless there are reasons
which are satisfactory to his Presbytery why he should not do so.
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2. Inserting a new section 13-3: "The Presbytery may establish an appendix to the roll, to allow
teaching elders who do not have a call to a particular work to relate to the courts of the church.
Continuance on the appendix to the roll shall be reconsidered at least every three years. Only those who
show a serious desire to enter a definite ecclesiastical work as a teaching elder shall be continued on the
appendix to the roll. If it appears that his continued failure to enter the work of a teaching elder proceeds
from his lack of acceptability to the church, Presbytery may divest him of his office without censure
under #34-10.

Teaching elders on the appendix to the roll would have all the rights of other members of
presbytery, except the right to vote.

Teaching elders on the appendix to the roll are encouraged to become members of a particular
congregation. Those who do so are eligible to be elected to the session of that congregation, and to be
appointed as ruling elder representatives to Presbytery or General Assembly. They would not thereby
cease to be on the appendix to the roll of Presbytery."

3. Renumbering the remaining sections of chapter 13.

Adopted by the Presbytery of Eastern Canada, February 28, 1987
Attest: Howard McPhee, Stated Clerk

Answered by reference to action taken on the Directory For Worship. See 15-83, IH, 34, p. 178
and 15,p. 172.

Overture 27: From Covenant Presbytery

Whereas, there have been numerous proposals presented to the General Assembly for a delegated

Assembly, none of which have yet been approved by the Assembly, and

W hereas, the Ad-Interim Committee on the General Assembly has sought diligently to resolve the

delegated Assembly question with various proposals, and

W hereas, there is much benefit from a General Assembly with commissioners from all of the churches,

and

Whereas, there isa need to restrict the size of any General Assembly so it may remain small enough to

be a deliberative body but also an evenly representative body, and

Whereas, there is a desire to have a near equal number of Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders present at

each Assembly,

Therefore, Be it resolved that we overture the Fifteenth General Assembly to amend the Book of Church

Order to provide for a delegated Assembly with Proposed amendments to the BCO as follows:

REPLACE BCO 14-2 WITH THE FOLLOWING

14-2

1 The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon it own
adjournment

2. Every church shall be able to send at least one commissioner to the General Assembly on the
following basis:

A. Churches with less than 500 members will be able to send only one commissioner to each
General Assembly each year. The commissioner from a church must alternate every year
between being a Teaching Elder and a Ruling Elder. Every church of this size will be
designated in accordance with paragraph 4 of this chapter as to which years they will be
allowed to send a Teaching Elder and to which years they will send a Ruling Elder as a
commissioner to General Assembly.

B.  Churches with 500 members or more and less than 1000 members will be able to send only
one Teaching Elder and only one Ruling Elder every year to the General Assembly as
commissioners.

C. Churches with 1000 members or more and less than 1500 members will be able to send only
three commissioners every year to the General Assembly of which one commissioner must
be a Teaching Elder and one commissioner must be a Ruling Elder.

D. Churches with 1500 members or more and less than 2000 members will be able to send only
two Teaching Elders and only two Ruling Elders to the General Assembly each year as
Commissioners.

E. Churches with 2000 members or more will be able to send only five commissioners to the
General Assembly every year, two of which must be Teaching Elders and two of which must
be Ruling Elders.
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3. All Teaching Elders not on the staff of a particular PCA church will only be able to attend General
Assembly every other year as a commissioner. In accordance with paragraph 4 of this chapter,
these Teaching Elders will be assigned which years they may attend General Assembly as a
commissioner and will only be able to attend as a commissioner in those designated years.

4. The Stated Clerk of each Presbytery shall be responsible under the Presbytery’s authority for
evenly dividing the distribution of churches with less than 500members and Teaching Elders not
on the staff of a PCA church between even and odd years so there will be as nearly an even
distribution between Ruling and Teaching Elders eligible to attend each General Assembly. The
Statistical Reports for the year ending prior to the General Assembly of the last reported statistics
shall be used to determine the number of commissioners eligible for each church.

Approved by Covenant Presbytery meeting at Greenwood, MS, March 3,1987.
Attest: Paul O. Honomichl, Staled Clerk

Answered by action on the Ad Interim Committee on General Assembly. See 15-38, p. 105.

Overture 29: From TE Donald Codling

W hereas, the issue of continuing spiritual gifts was raised again before the 14th General Assembly
(Judicial Case #1, MUGA 224-233); and

Whereas, the Fourteenth General Assembly found that our standards ”..negate the idea that any
extraordinary ways still continue in addition to Scripture as ways by which God verbally uncovers His
will to His people” {M14GA 231); and

W hereas, this judgment has been applied as binding upon our officers; and

W hereas, our standards maintain that, "The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for
his own glory, man’s salvauon, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, or by good and
necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture..." (WCF 1.6); and

Whereas, the scripture nowhere expressly declares that gifts such as longues and prophecies have
ceased; and

Whereas, to our knowledge, every argument that has yet been presented to demonstrate that tongues and
prophecies which are in accord with scripture but do not have canonical status have ceased depends upon
some premises which are not derived from Scripture; and

Whereas, this failure has been carefully analyzed in a Master’s Thesis at Westminster Theological
Seminary (Donald A. Codling, The argument that the revelatory gifts of the Holy Spirit ceased with the
closure of the canon ofscripture, 1974); and

Whereas, the reformed and presbytcrian churches have historically maintained that if our doctrine is
challenged from scripture, we will give the challenger "...satisfaction from the mouth of God, that is from
his holy scriptures, or else reformation of that which he shall prove to be amiss" (Scots confession of
faith, 1560, preface);

Therefore, the fifteenth General Assembly is overtured to:

1 To appoint a study commiuee to consider this issue, instructing the committee to consider the
aforementioned thesis and either answer its objections from scripture, preparing an argument for the
cessation of gifts such as tongues and prophecy from scripture alone, or to bring other recommendations
to a future assembly for dealing with this issue in a manner which is properly biblical;

2. To instruct presbyteries and sessions that until the report of the above study committee is dealt with
by a future assembly candidates for office who hold to a view which allows for the possibility of
continuing revelations which do not conflict with or have the status of additions to Scripture should not
on that ground be barred from office. However, they should be warned that if their view continues to be
rejected by our church after the study committee reports they will be required either to conform or resign.
Rationale: tradidon is not sufficient ground for binding officers to a view whose truth has not been
demonstrated from scripture alone;

3. To instruct Calvary Presbytery to suspend applicauon of the judgment of the fourteenth General
Assembly in the complaint of Gentry el al. unul the study commiuee has reported; and

4. To instruct all officers of the PCA that the withholding of judgment at this ume does not authorize
officers of the PCA either to teach that such gifts condnue or to practice them publicly if they consider
that they have such gifts.

From TE Donald Codling, not adopted by the Presbytery of Eastern Canada.
Attest: Howard McPhee, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 15-83, 111, 35, p. 178..
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Overture 30: From Philadelphia Presbytery
Itis our recommendation that the phrase, "A person who fails to renew his licensure before its expiration
date will be dropped from the rolls of Presbytery"” be added as a final sentence in BCO 19-6.

Adopted at the March 14, 1987 Stated Meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery.
Attest: lain Crichton, Stated Clerk
Adopted as amended. See 15-83, Il1, 36, p. 178for amended text.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

Overture 3: From the Presbytery of Mid-America
Mid-America Preshytery, formerly known as Oklahoma Presbytery, hereby petitions General Assembly,
in its next stated meeting, to change its bounds to include the state of Kansas.

Adopted at the October 11,1986 meeting of Mid-America Presbytery.
Attest: Robert E. Hays, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative with a requestfor a ten year plan to develop the area. See 15-60, Ill, 15,
p. 125.

Overture 20: From Southwest Presbytery

Whereas the state of Wyoming is currently out of bounds of any Presbytery in the Preshyterian Church
in America (P.C.A.);

And, whereas, because Wyoming is out of bounds of any Presbytery, the primary responsibility for
church planting is our MNA headquarters in Decatur, Georgia;

And, whereas the state of Wyoming is a rural state with no major metropolitan centers,

And, whereas the single church in Wyoming is affiliated with the Presbytery of the Southwest;
Therefore, the Presbytery of the Southwest, meeting in Phoenix, Arizona, on January 22, 23, 1987,
respectfully petitions the 15th General Assembly meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in June, 1987, to
change the present boundaries of the Preshytery of the Southwest to include the entire state of Wyoming.

By action of the Presbytery of the Southwest meeting in Stated Session January 22-23,1987 at the Calvin
Church in Phoenix.

Attest: Charles E. Turner, Stated Clerk
Postponed until a planfor development of the area can be proposed. See 15-60, 11, 17,p. 126.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO THE WORLD

Overture 24: From the Presbytery of Philadelphia
Whereas the Presbytery of Philadelphia meeting on November 14-15, 1986 discussed the importance of
presbytery level mission support policies;
Therefore be it resolved that;
a. the Philadelphia Presbytery Policy statement on Mission Support be added to the appropriate
portion of the General Assembly Mission to the World Committee Policy Manual.
b. the General Assembly distribute the Policy to the presbyteries for their consideration, adopuon
and implementation.
c. the presbyteries report to the 16th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
their actions in this matter.

Adopted at the November 14-15,1986 Stated Meeting of the Philadelphia Preshytery.

Attest: lain Crichton, Stated Clerk
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Strategic Support for Foreign Missionaries

Introduction: Motivation for this report

The immediate motivation for this report was an informal request by one of our pastors at the May
meeting of Presbytery that the MTW Committee prepare some guidelines for missionary support. Such
informal requests are not usually taken up by a committee, unless they represent a long-standing issue
and/or a need.

The long-standing issue and need in this case has to do with a recommendation made at least ten
years ago to WPM (in the old RPCES context) that each missionary be supportedby the churches of one
presbytery. The idea made a great deal of sense to a lot of people but, to our knowledge, it has never
been done. There are three possible reasons why this has not been done:

1. The churches are too independent-minded to work on the issue.

2. The plan is too idealistic to be implemented.

3. No plan was ever made to help the churches of a presbytery implement the idea.
The remainder of this report will deal with these problems.

1. Stewardship - The Foundational Principle of this Plan

The reason for suggesting that each missionary’s support should be raised within a presbytery was
the principle of exercising good stewardship of both mission funds and the missionary’s time.

It is obvious that sending a missionary candidate all over the United States and Canada to raise his
support and then again on each furlough to report to the churches is a vast expense. The number of
churches actually providing support for any given missionary does not usually exceed the number of
churches in the Philadelphia Presbytery, though we have heard of some missionaries supported by as
many as fifty or sixty churches. If all those supporting churches were concentrated in one area of the
country the expense for travel would diminish greatly.

The missionary’s time would also be used more effectively. Being in closer proximity to his
supporting churches, the missionary can also spend more time with those churches while on furlough
and thereby make a greater impact on the congregation for the cause of missions.

Il.  The Goal - One Missionary to Twenty Churches

Our goal would be to have each missionary supported by about twenty churches; to limit the travel
of missionaries in itineration both initially and on each furlough; to help each church to make the most
effective use possible of their missionary support budget.

To accomplish this goal churches need to give approximately five percent of the individual
missionary’s total support need (e.g. a missionary with a budget of $3,000.00 per month needs an average
0f $150.00 per month from each supporting church).

There are several good reasons for aiming at twenty churches or less:

1 Twenty churches can easily be visited on a furlough. Even a short furlough of three months would
allow for one service at each church.

2. Correspondence with supporting churches becomes an overwhelming burden for missionaries with
much over twenty churches-not to mention postage costs from the field.

3. Churches know that to maintain the 5% level they must raise support every year to meet inflation
and salary adjustments.

In order to average five percent, some churches will have to aim higher than five percent. We suggest

that churches with attendance above two hundred aim at six percentand increase thatone percent for

every increase of one hundred people until reaching ten percent.

I11. Action - Steps Toward the Goal

A. Commitment to the Principle

Unless the session of each church is committed to this goal, one or more of the problems
considered below will make the plan fail. However, each church that adopts the plan moves the
realization of the goal one step closer. The first step is recognition of thevalueof suchanapproach and
a decision to make the gradual changes necessary for implementation.

B. Review all present missionary support.

1 Which missionaries are supported from the church budget? (Not individual pledges from the
congregation.)

2. What percentage of their total support budget are you now giving?

C. Using the above data, place a priority on undersupported missionaries now on the field.

Each time you can increase budgeted support, determine to put a priority on missionaries already
supported. Consider:

a.  Which missionaries have a support deficit? (MTW sends out this information regularly.)
b.  Ofthese, are there any with special ties to your church? Or this Presbytery?
[ If not are there some from a neighboring presbytery?
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When your percentage goal has been reached for every missionary presently supported, begin to take on
new missionaries, placing a priority on missionaries from this presbytery.

D.  When a presently supported missionary retires or resigns:

Reassign the money in the budget to missionaries on the same priority basis as above.

IV. Problems and Objections

A.  The very small church:

Some churches have such a small benevolence budget that they could not support even one missionary at
five percent of his budget. That is why we have suggested five percent as an average support figure.
Begin where you can and strive to increase the amount as you grow.

B.  Does this plan suggest dropping some missionaries?

It does not. It calls for a gradual change. There is no way to suddenly shift from sending missionaries all
over North America to "presbytery support." The change must be made very gradually if it is to succeed
atall. The process will take as much as ten to fifteen years.

C.  What about support from individuals in the church?

This report deals only with budgeted support. It makes no recommendation about individuals supporting
missionaries. However, gradually much of that support will also be going to missionaries from the
presbytery because they are the ones the session will be bringing to the church to speak.

D.  Our presbytery is too small to make it work:

It may well be that most of the presbyteries of the PCA are too small to do this effectively. That is why
there was mention of checking the needs of missionaries from neighboring presbyteries in 111, C, ¢ above,
(e.g. Philadelphia Presbytery could cooperate with Northeast, New Jersey, and Delmarva.)

Answered in the negative, 15-29, HI, 14, p. 99.
TO THE REVIEW AND CONTROL COMMITTEE

Overture 35: From Delmarva Presbytery

Whereas we believe the use of the word "Reverend” to be an identification used in the same fashion as
"minister" or "doctor," and is not a title of spiritual pre-eminence as cited in BCO 7-3.,

Therefore, Delmarva Presbytery respectfully overtures the 15th General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America, to rescind every and all prohibitions of the use of the word "Reverend" in Presbytery
minutes and/or correspondence.

Adopted at the 20th Slated Meeting of the Delmarva Presbytery on 5/12/87.
Attest: Bruce B. Howes, Stated Clerk
See 15-95, 111, 3, p. 197 and 15-96, V, B, 4, p. 219.
C. BUSINESS CARRIED OVER FROM PREVIOUS GENERAL ASSEMBLIES
TO THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS AND OVERTURES
14-4, B, p. 44

Overture 5: From Delmarva Presbytery

Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America, and before it the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Evangelical Synod, have conscientiously adhered to the Protestant principle of ecclesiastical separation
when all other efforts to attain purity of the Church have failed, and

Whereas, the RPC.ES did a careful study of the matter and reported that study to the 158th General
Synod (cfActs ofSynod, p. 75ff), and

Whereas, much has been written about the PCA history and convictions in the matter of ecclesiastical
separation, and

Whereas, many who are entering the ministry of the PCA evidence little understanding or appreciation
of this part of our heritage, and

Whereas, the issue of ecclesiastical separation needs to be presented to the larger Church;

Therefore be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly direct the Stated Clerk to prepare for
publication a document explaining the convictions and history of the PCA and the RPC.ES. The
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document shall be revised under the supervision of the Stated Clerk to include history pertinent to the
formation of the PCA and a reflection of PCA governmental standards rather than those of the RPC.ES.

This document shall not represent an "official” position of the PCA but shall be available as
information. Upon completion of the revision, the Committee on Christian Education and Publications
shall publish the study and make it available for sale.

Presented to the Delmarva Presbytery meeting, November 13, 1984, by approval of the Session of
McLean Presbyterian Church.
Approved at the 12th Stated Meeting of Delmarva Presbytery, May 14, 1985, at Hyattsville,
Maryland.
Attest: Thomas G. Webb, Stated Clerk

14-85, 111, 3, p. 187

That overture 5, p. 44 from Delmarva be adopted as amended by the Committee of Commissioners,
to wit: add under the therefore clause, sixth line, after the phrase "shall publish the study" the
words "when funds are available."

The Clerk has prepared this material and is waitingforfunding. See Appendix A,p. 228.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON ADMINISTRATION
13-73, 111, 35, p. 139

That the "Rules for Assembly Operations" be amended by the replacing of Chapter X as follows:
10-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be requested each year to make a specific
subscription donation to assist in defraying the expenses of the General Assembly. Such donation
shall cover the registration fee for one representative. All other commissioners shall make a
similar donation or pay an equal registration fee. A copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will be
sent to the donors and those paying the registration fee without additional charges. Churches are
expected to make this annual donation, whether or not they send a commissioner to the Assembly.
The General Assembly shall set the subscription donation or registration fee for the next General
Assembly.
10-2 The expenses of the Permanent Committees and Boards in attendance at the Assembly shall
be borne by respective Committees and Boards.
10-3 The expenses of the Recording Clerks of the General Assembly shall be borne by the
Assembly.
10-4 All other expenses of the General Assembly in excess of the income by and for the General
Assembly shall be divided equally among the Permanent Committees and Agencies.
Carried over to the next General Assembly due to the fact that there were not 2/3 of the Assembly
present.

Answered in the negative. See 15-91, IlI, A, I,p. 185.

13-73, 111, 39, p. 140
That the Assembly extend the work of the Ad Hoc Salary Study Committee of COA to the 14th
General Assembly in order to provide additional guidelines for salaries at all levels for the
Committee staffs along with initial personnel policy manual to be presented to the 1986 General

Assembly.

Ad-Hoc Personnel Policy Committee to be erected. See 15-91,111, C, 26, p. 190.



56 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

14-4, E, p. 80
Personal Resolution #1 to the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business

Whereas, there are from time to time changes which require an amendment or suspension of the Rules of
General Assembly; and
Whereas, it is almost impossible to amend the Rules of General Assembly because of the necessity to
have a two thirds vote of the total enrollment of commissioners;
Therefore, 1move to amend the Rules of Assembly Operations, X1V as follows:
"The Rules of the General Assembly may be amended or suspended only by a two
thirds vote of those voting which must also be a majority of the total enroliment of
commissioners. A motion to amend is debatable. A motion to suspend is not
debatable.”

Signed,
TE Donald H. Post, Jr., New River
June 24,1986

14-52,62, p. 131

That Personal Resolution #1 by Don Post be referred to the Permanent Committee on
Administration to report back to the Fifteenth General Assembly and to further instruct the COA to
have the matter brought before the Assembly immediately following the election of the moderator
at the Fifteenth General Assembly.

Answered in the Affirmative, 15-91, I11, A, 2, p. 185.
14-4, B, p. 41

Overture 16: From North Georgia Presbytery
Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America affirms that "Christ, as King, has given to His Church
officers, oracles, and ordinances, and especially has He ordained therein His system of doctrine,
government, discipline, and worship, all of which are either expressly set down in the Scripture, or by
good and necessary inference may be deduced therefrom," (Book ofChurch Order, Preface); and
Whereas, there is Scriptural example that high court of the Church known as the General Assembly
(Acts 15); and
Whereas, there are by the aforementioned good and necessary inferences as well as "some circumstances
concerning the worship of God, and government of the Church common to human actions and societies,
which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of
the Word, which are always to be observed,” (Westminster Confession of Faith, 1,6); and
Whereas, we believe that there needs to be an orderly and effective way of providing for the financial
obligations of the actual expenses of the annual meeting of the General Assembly; and
Whereas, the Committee on Administration at the Thirteenth General Assembly sought to provide a
solution to the expenses of each General Assembly by recommending for adoption the following
amendment to the Rules of Assembly Operations"
35. That the "Rules for Assembly Operations" be amended by the replacing of Chapter X as follows:
10-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be requested each year to make a
specific subscription donation to assist in defraying the expenses of the General
Assembly. Such donation shall cover the registration fee for one representative. All
other commissioners shall make a similar donation or pay an equal registration fee. A
copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will be sent to the donors and those paying the
registration fee without additional charges. Churches are expected to make this annual
donation whether or not they send a commissioner to the Assembly. The General
Assembly shall set the subscription donation or registration fee for the next General
Assembly. (Minutes ofthe 13th General Assembly, p. 139, #35); and
Whereas, the Committee on Administration was instructed by the 13th General Assembly to operate
under this proposed amendment for the 14th General Assembly after the amendment failed to receive the
necessary 2/3rds vote of the Assembly (Minutes of the 13th General Assembly, p. 140, #36); and
Whereas the proposed amendment and the instruction appears to be contrary to the Book of Church
Order, Chapter 25-8 which contains the statement":
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The superior courts of the Church may receive monies or properties from a local

church only by free and voluntary action of the latter,
and appears that it might lead to a divisive spirit within the church,
Therefore, be it resolved that the Session of the Grace Presbyterian Church, Cedartown, Georgia
respectfully overtures the Presbytery of North Georgia to request that the 14th General Assembly direct
the Permanent Committee on Administration to answer the following questions through a partial report
of its Committee on Commissioners which should be given at least one day before the recommendation
itself reaches the floor of the Assembly:

1 What have the expenses and receipts (including the amounts provided by the major
committees to defray the actual expenses of each assembly) been for the past five General
Assemblies?

2. In light of the Ad-interim Committee on the Assembly’s Structure’s recommendation
affecting a delegated assembly and the straw vote taken at the 13th General Assembly
indicating a desire to have such a delegated assembly, why should individual congregations
be "taxed" to pay for the assembly’s expenses when they will not be directly represented?

3. What has been the response of the churches to this procedure for the 14th General Assembly?
To what extent have churches without commissioners present actually given to the expenses
of the Assembly?

4, What do the words, "Subscription donations,” "requested,” and the phrase "the churches are
expected..." actually mean?

5. Does this proposed amendment imply that congregations might pay the registration fee for
the Ruling Elder but not the Teaching Elder?

6. What will happen to a commissioner who has been duly elected by his Session to attend the
Assembly but whose Session has chosen not to pay the subscription donation and demands to
be seated as a commissioner on the basis of the Book of Church Order 14-2?

Approved to be sent to General Assembly by North Georgia Presbytery, January 18, 1986
Attest: Robert Valentine, Stated Clerk

With the defeat of the amendments to RAO 10-1 through 10-4 this overture has become moot. See
15-91, HI, A, 1, p. 185.

14-74, 111, 4, p. 170

That the Rules for Assembly Operations be amended as follows:

Insert a new 4-1, and renumber the remaining items under I1V:

4-1 There shall be a General Assembly Arrangements Committee, which shall function under the
COA. Final approval of all decisions regarding the Assembly shall rest in the COA in accordance
with the Rules for Assembly Operations. COA must approve any non-PCA speaker at the
Assembly. The Committee shall be constituted as follows:

1 The Chairman of the local arrangements committee, who is appointed by the host presbytery,
and serves as chairman of the full committee.

The treasurer of the local arrangements committee.

One other member of the local arrangements committee.

One member from each of the four permanent committees.

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.

6. The Coordinator of the Committee on Administration.

The Assembly’s Committee and the Local Arrangements Committee shall operate under a Manual
approved by the GA.

gk own

Answered in the affirmative. See 15-91, 111, A, 3, p. 185.
14-74, HI, 6, p. 170

That RAO 11-1, carried over from the Thirteenth General Assembly, be adopted in the following
amended form:

11-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be encouraged each year to make a specific
subscription donation to assist in the defraying the expenses of the General Assembly, whether a
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commissioner is sent to the Assembly or not. Such subscription donation shall cover the
registration for one representative from the congregation. All other commissioners shall be
encouraged to make a similar donation. A copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will be sent to
the donors and those paying the subscription donation/ registration fee without additional charge.
Churches are encouraged to make this annual donation, whether or not they send a commissioner to
the Assembly. The General Assembly shall set the amount of the subscription donation/
registration for the next General Assembly.

Answered in the affirmative. See 15-91, IlI, A, 4, p. 185.

14-74, 111, 16, p. 171

That the recommendation of the COA "that the denomination purchase building or land and build
to suit the needs of the PCA" be deferred to the 15th General Assembly and further that
requirements of the 12th General Assembly, M12GA, p. 164, 12-90, Il 13 relating to a scries of
studies to justify such proposed action be completed and presented to the 15th General Assembly
as instructed by the General Assembly.

See action to authorize the purchase ofa building, 15-91,111, C, 35, p. 191.

14-74, 111, 62, p. 175

That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.

No action reported.

14-74, 111, 20, p. 171

That the Assembly adopt the Basic Policy Guidelines for Revolving Building Loans (Appendix C,
p. 273) as a portion of the policy manual required by the 13th General Assembly (M13GA, p. 115,
17b.(4)) and that the Trustees of the Investors’ Fund for Building and Development be directed to
complete the policy manual and submit it to the 15th General Assembly.

Manual approved. See 15-91, Il C, 27, p. 190.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND
PUBLICATIONS

12-36, HI, 17, p. 106

That a denominational ad-hoc committee to study the communications policy of the PCA be
appointed and that the committee be comprised of: four members at large (to be selected by the
four coordinators); one advisory member from each program staff and two members from each of
the four permanent committees. The committee will recommend denominational policies and
procedures in such areas as publications, a communication office and training in communication.

The Ad-Hoc Committee was dismissed with thanks. See 15-66, 11, 21, p. 149.

12-36, in, 18, p. 106

That because the PCA continues to grow nationally and internationally and because it is important
to keep our mission before the world; that the General Assembly allow the CE/P Committee and
the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to develop a plan to establish a denominational news
office and that a report of the progress be made to the 13th General Assembly.

and
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14-67, 111, 5, p. 146

That the General Assembly receive a progress report from the Ad Hoc Communications
Committee’s activities, and continue the Committee for at least one more year, as partial
fulfillment of the Business Carried Over, p. 146.

The Ad-Hoc Committee was dismissed. For action on the News Office see 15-91, 111, 20, p. 190.
14-67, HI, 25, p. 147

WHEREAS, the PCA has entered into a contractual relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in the matter of the incorporation of Great Commission Publications, and,

WHEREAS, that contractual relationship has accumulated an indebtedness to the PCA in excess of
$600,000, and,

WHEREAS, that indebtedness is not fully disclosed in the annual audit of the books of the CE/P,
since it is not a proper subject of that audit,

THEREFORE, the 14th General Assembly of the PCA requests that the CE/P include in its audit
report for fiscal 1987, at the 15th General Assembly, a summary audit of the Great Commissions
Publications Corporation for that same or analogous fiscal year, together with explanatory and
interpretive information, and further that the CE/P report on the status of its relationship with GCP,
and the status of the contractual agreements including cumulative contribution and cumulative debt
liability charts for the past eleven years. The 14th General Assembly also request that GCP audit
reports be included with the CE/P audit report for each year thereafter.

See 15-66,111,22, p. 149.

14-67, HI, 28, p. 147
That the Assembly direct the CE/P, through its Theological Certification Committee, to undertake a
study of seminaries being used by our presbyteries to determine whether or not their curricula
conform to the General Assembly’s Uniform Curriculum, and that those findings be made available
to the presbyteries to assist them in guiding candidates for the gospel ministry. These findings will
also be communicated to those seminaries.
See 15-66, 111, 13, p. 149.

14-67, 111, 30, p. 148
That the General Assembly approve in principle the concept of a single communications instrument
for public relations, solicitations for financial and spiritual support, and news of all PCA Permanent
Committees.
See 15-66, 111, 9, 17,21, p. 148 and 15-91. 1ll, 20. p. 190.

14-74, 111, 62, p. 175
That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.
See 15-66, 111, 19, p. 149.

TO COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON COVENANT COLLEGE

14-56, 111, 3, p. 135
That the 14th General Assembly request the Covenant College Board of Trustees to re-examine

numbers 3 and 8 of the guidelines on page 10 of the October 24-25, 1985 Board of Trustees
minutes, with respect to the issue of the reinstatement of an employee at Covenant College
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dismissed on account of putative doctrinal deviation or moral failure who has been exonerated by
the courts of the church.

No action reported.
14-56, IH, 4, p. 135

That the 14th General Assembly request Covenant College Board of Trustees to further perfect
their minutes as previously requested by the GA Committee of Commissioners.

No action reported.
14-74, m , 62, p. 175
That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and the fact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.
See 15-92,111,12, p. 195.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
14-57, 111, 10, p. 137
That all policies, curriculum revisions, and documents referred to in the Minutes of the Board of
Trustees and Executive Committee be appended to their Minutes and supplied to the Committee of
Commissioners through the Stated Clerk’s Office.
See 15-34,11, 6, p. 102.
14-74, H1, 62, p. 175
That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.
See 15-34, 111, 2, p. 103.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON INSURANCE, ANNUITIES AND RELIEF
14-74, m, 62, p. 175
That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and the fact that an evaluation has been

conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.

See 15-68,11, C.p. 152.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
14-38,111,3, p. 110

That the Assembly ask NAPARC to define the phrase "to refrain from enlisting members"” and the
words "communicate” and "community” so that the PCA will be better able to act upon the
NAPARC request for identical comity agreements.

See 15-80,111,6, p. 165.
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14-38,111,4, p. 110

That your committee be given permission to seek a joint meeting with the Interchurch Relations
Committee of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America to discuss mutual relations and
areas of cooperation, with the possibility of proposing next year a plan for joining and receiving for
consideration by the 1987 General Assembly.

See 15-80, Il1, 3, p. 165.
14-38, m , 5, p. 110

That the General Assembly instruct the committee to prepare a statement of guiding principles for
ecumenical relations.

No report made.
14-38, HI, 8, p. 111

8.a. That the Fourteenth General Assembly reissue the invitation of the PCA to the OPC to join
and be received on the basis of the joint statement adopted by the Eleventh General
Assembly (MIIGA.p. 127-128).

b.  That the Permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations continue to be the appropriate
representadve of the PCA for any discussion pursuant to Joining and Receiving.

The Stated Clerk was directed to include the vote of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church General

Assembly of 78-68 in the communication to the presbyteries regarding this matter.

Reason: The Committee felt that continued discussion of ecumenical relations between the OPC

and PCA is warranted. The Committee also feels that the process of Joining and Receiving

remains the best vehicle to achieve this.

See 15-25, p. 96.
14-38, 111, 9a, p. 111

That the Communication from the Reformed Episcopal Church regarding the development of
fraternal relations be referred to the Interchurch Relations Committee for study.

See 15-80, I11. 7, p. 166.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS
13-3, p. 45

Overture 7: From the Presbytery of the Ascension
Whereas, there is good historical precedent in the adopting act of the Directoryfor Worship in 1729, for
receiving the Directory as strongly recommended as being the mind of the church and consistent with
biblical principles of worship; and
Whereas, the Directory was received by the RPCES as giving "guidelines for further amplification in the
use o f biblical principles of worship, and not as giving binding rules for worship in things not spelled
out by our Confession; and
Whereas, the Third General Assembly of the PCA in 1975, wisely prefaces the Directory with this
statement:
The Directory for Worship is an approved guide and should be taken seriously as the mind of the
Church agreeable to the Standards. However, it does not have the force of law and is not to be
considered obligatory in all its parts; and
Whereas, the Ninth General Assembly of the PCA departed from the manner of adopting the Directory
agreed upon by the Third General Assembly and made constitutionally binding certain worship practices
set out inBCO 56,57,58, without a careful enough consideration of their practical implications, such as,
the necessity of covering the elements of the Lord’s Supper and having the minister set them apart by
prayer; using wine and having the congregation seated for the distribution of the Supper; and mandating
for all churches a complete baptismal liturgy, and that only for infants; and
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Whereas, the Reformed regulative principle of worship does not allow us to bind all of our churches to
worship practices unless the Scriptures teach and require those practices of us; and
Whereas, some of the practices mandated in BCO 56-58 ought to be left to the pastoral oversight of the
church Session rather than made matters of constitutional law;
Therefore, be it resolved that we, the St. Louis Presbytery, do respectfully overture the Twelfth General
Assembly of the PCA to return BCO 56-58 to their original status as being an approved guide to be taken
seriously as the mind of the church, but not having the force of law nor being considered obligatory in all
their parts; and
Be It Also Resolved, that we overture the Twelfth General Assembly to appoint a committee to revise
certain portions of BCO 56-58, such as those listed above.
A motion to concur in this overture from St. Louis Presbytery was adopted by the Presbytery of the
Ascension at its May 4-5, 1984, Stated Meeting.

Attest: Frank D. Moser, Stated Clerk

14-74, m, 15, p. 171

That Overture #7 (p. 40) be approved and be referred to the Permanent Committee on Judicial
Business to draft the language for inclusion in the Rules for Assembly Operation.

See 15-83,111,15. p. 172.
13-45, HI, 13, p. 104

That the Committee on Judicial Business be instructed to rewrite the Directory for Worship (in
consultation with learned consultants from the church at large) and to report back to the Fifteenth
General Assembly.

See 15-83,111,15, p. 172.
14-52, 34, p. 127

That the proposed Directory of Worship be referred back to the Presbyteries for study and that the
General Assembly direct the Presbyteries to meet and docket for study the Directory of Worship by
January 31, 1987 and that the presbyteries submit their evaluations in writing to the Committee on
Judicial Business by February 28, 1987.

See 15-83, 111, 15, p. 172.
14-4, B, p. 40

Overture 7: From Siouxlands Presbytery

Whereas, in recent years there has been a growing number of study committees and requests for study
committees which have been denied; and

Whereas, the cost of each of these committees continues to grow; and,

Whereas, it becomes the responsibility of the Committee on Administration to fund these committees;

and.
Whereas, the Committee on Administration serves with the smallest budget and has not yet received its

full asking in any one year; and
Whereas, this puts additional burden and pressure on the Committee on Administration;
Therefore, Be It Resolved: that all requests for GA Study committees include a maximum amount to be

spent.

Attest: D. Steven Meyerhoff, Stated Clerk

See 15-83, 111, 18. p. 173.
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14-4, B, p. 48

Overture 4: From Louisiana Presbytery

Whereas the Presbytery is responsible for the care, examination, and advocacy for candidates of the
Preshyterian Church in America,

And Whereas the licensure examination is not inclusive of all elements of the ordination examination,
And Whereas the philosophy of the licensure examination regarding its depth is interpreted differently
across the Presbyterian Church in America,

And Whereas paragraph 21-4 speaks to wit that areas previously covered in the licensure examination
need not be raised again in the ordination examination,

And W hereas further in paragraph 21-4 it states that "trials for ordination shall consist of a CAREFUL
(capitalization added) examination as to his acquaintance with

And Whereas the areas of English Bible, Theology (Confession and Catechism), Sacraments
(Confession and Catechism) and Government and Discipline are contained in the licensure and
ordination with the word "careful” mentioned only in the ordination examination,

And Whereas the word, "basic," is used in 19-2-B-1.3 leading to the idea of a more cursory examination
in those areas for licensure,

Be It Therefore Resolved that the Presbytery of Louisiana petition the General Assembly through its
Judicial Business Committee to study the philosophy behind the licensure and ordination examinations
and the wording in the Form of Government, chapters 19 and 21, and to make recommendations back to
the 15th General Assembly to resolve this conflict should one be established.

Passed by the Session of the Plains Preshbyterian Church on September 8,1985, and sent to Preshytery.
Adopted at the Fall Meeting of Louisiana Presbytery, October 12, 1985.

Attest: Baker S. Smith, Acting Stated Clerk

No action reported.
14-4, B, p. 48

Overture 6: From Northern lllinois Presbytery

Whereas, there have been a number of proposals presented to the General Assembly for a delegated
Assembly, none of which have yet been approved by the Assembly, and

Whereas, the continued blessing of the Lord may result in an Assembly too large to meet efficiently
every year, and

Whereas, there is much benefit derived from a General Assembly with commissioners from all of the
churches, and

Whereas, there is also a need for a more deliberative body to consider ongoing issues in detail, which
could be accomplished by a smaller, delegated Assembly,

We respectfully overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to amend the Book of Church Order to
provide for a delegated assembly, to be known as a General Synod, for two years out of three, and for a
General Assembly as now constituted every third year. The proposed amendments to the BCO would be
as follows:

1. Chapter 14. Change the name of the Chapter to "The General Assembly and the General Synod".

2. 14-1. Change the opening paragraph to read "The General Assembly or General Synod is the
highest court of this church, and represents in one body all the churches thereof. It bears the title of
‘The General Assembly (of The General Synod) of the Presbyterian Church in America’, and
constitutes the bond of union, peace and correspondence among all its congregations and courts.
Wherever this Book of Church Order refers to the Synod, it also includes the Assembly, but
references to The Assembly or General Assembly apply exclusively to the General Assembly. All
powers given to the General Synod shall also apply to the General Assembly, but powers given
specifically to the General Assembly shall be exercised only by that body."

References to the Assembly in Chapter 14-1 following paragraph 1would be changed to Synod.

4. Add a new 14-2, as follows:
"The General Synod, which is a permanent court, shall meet annually upon its own adjournment,
except that every third year the Synod shall meet as a General Assembly, and the General Synod
shall consist of 400 commissioners elected by the Presbyteries in equal numbers of Ruling Elders
and Teaching Elders. Each Presbytery shall be entitled to send at least four commissioners, two

w
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Ruling Elders and two Teaching Elders. The remaining Commissioners shall be apportioned
among the Presbyteries by pairs in proportion to the size of their communicant church membership,
seeking balanced representation as far as possible."

5. Change the present 14-2 to 14-3, and amend it to read:
"The General Assembly shall meet triennially, in coordination with and in lieu of a General Synod
meeting every third year, and shall consist of all Teaching Elders in good standing with their
Presbyteries, and Ruling Elders in the ratio of one from each congregation for each 500 members,
or fraction thereof, but not to exceed five Ruling Elder commissioners from any one congregation."

6. Change the present 14-3 to 14-4 change the word "Assembly" to "Synod”, and change the word
"Session” to "Presbytery”. The present 14-4 thru 14-7 would be number 14-5 thru 14-8, and the
word "Assembly" would be changed to "Synod” wherever it appears.

7. Amend Chapter 26-2 as follows:
Change General Assembly to General Assembly or Synod.

8. Add a section to 26-2: "(4) One of the votes on amendments to the Book of Church Order, either to
initiate the amendment or finally enact it, must be at a meeting of the General Assembly."

9. Add to 26-5, a number (4), as follows:
(4) The power to "receive under its jurisdiction...other ecclesiastical bodies" as set forth in 14-7 is
reserved to the General Assembly.

10. In paragraph 26-6, the word Assembly shall be changed to Synod.

11. Change all other references to the General Assembly or Assembly in the Book of Church Order to
General Synod or Synod, such as in chapters 10,13,15, 34,43, etc.

Adopted by the Presbytery of Northern Illinois, July 26, 1985.
Attest: Douglas B. Tilley, Stated Clerk
See 15-38, p. 105.
14-4, B, p. 50

Overture 24: From Northern Illinois Presbytery

Fathers and Brethren:

Whereas, the Presbytery of Northern Illinois voted against item #13 in the proposed amendments to the

Book of Church Order, sent down by the Thirteenth General Assembly and

Whereas, we also took action to communicate our reasons to the General Assembly, and

Whereas, we do no not object to the intent of the proposed amendment, which is to ask those uniting

with the PCA to affirm their submission to the Scriptures, and we believe it is wise to include this

concept as a part of the last membership vow rather than as a first vow.

However, we believe that the proposed vow is worded poorly, since it could be understood to imply that

submission to the government of the church is as important as submission to the Word of God, and

Whereas, we believe that a brief definition of the Word of God would be desirable in the vow, and

Whereas, we believe that it would be wise to clarify the word "study" in the present vow by changing it

to "promote,"

Therefore, we the Presbytery of Northern Illinois respectfully overture the Fourteenth General Assembly

of the Presbyterian Church in America

1 to not adopt the proposed amendment to BCO 57-7.5 as sent down by the Thirteenth General
Assembly even if it receives sufficient support by the Presbyteries for adoption, and

2. to amend the fifth vow of church membership, BCO 57-5.5 to read as follows (theproposed
changes are underlined.)
"5. Do you submit yourselves to the authority of Scripture as the Word of God; and do youfurther
submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to promote its
purity and peace?" and

3. to submit the reworded vow to the Presbyteries for their advice and consent.

Adopted by the Fourteenth Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Northern Illinois meeting in Hammond,
Indiana, January 24, 1986.

Attest: Douglas B. Tilley, Stated Clerk

No action reported.
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14-4, B, p. 51

Overture 26: From Pacific Presbytery

Whereas the Presbyterian Church in America endorsed Teaching Elders to labor out of bounds as
military chaplains, and

Whereas the Book of Church Order indicates that the Sacraments are to be administered under the
supervision of Session, and

Whereas military chaplains do not minister to their congregations with Ruling Elders and Sessions.
Therefore, the Pacific Presbytery respectfully overtures the 14th General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America to amend the Book of Church Order by adding the following new paragraph 8-8:

8-8 When a Teaching Elder is endorsed by the Presbyterian Church in America and receives a
Commission from the U. S. government to minister as a military chaplain, he will be granted the
powers of an Evangelist to administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper by the
Presbytery of which he is a member. These powers of an Evangelist are limited to the Sacraments
and will continue in effect until: 1) the chaplain resigns his Commission; 2) he loses his
Commission as a result of administrative action by the government; 3) withdrawal of ecclesiastical
endorsement by the Presbyterian Church in America; or 4) retirement.

All subsequent paragraphs to renumbered accordingly.
Adopted by the Pacific Presbytery on January 25,1986.
Attest: James E. Singleton, Stated Cleric
See 15-83.111,1, p. 167.
14-4, B, p. 51

Overture 28: From the Session of Southeast Presbyterian Church

Whereas, the Book of Church Order 58-4 states that in the administration of the Lord’s Supper the

minister may invite, "...all those who profess the true religion, and are communicants in good standing in

any evangelical church, to participate in the ordinance...", and

Whereas, the session of Southeast Presbyterian Church is in doubt as to the meaning of the phrase, "any

evangelical church", and

Whereas, this doubt leads to practical dilemmas in the administration of the sacrament in our church,

Therefore, be it resolved that the session of Southeast Presbyterian Church requests the Presbytery of

Louisiana to overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to give direction as to the interpretation of the

phrase "any evangelical church” in relation to the following questions:

1 Isthis areference to the denomination or the particular church to which the communicant belongs?

2. Isthe determination of the evangelical nature of the church to which the communicant belongs left
solely to the conscience of the communicant, or is to be determined by the session of the church
administering the sacrament?

3. If it is the responsibility of the session administering the sacrament to make said determination,
what are the guidelines that the session should use to determine the evangelical nature of the
church to which the perspective recipient belongs?

Adopted at 23rd meeting of Louisiana Presbytery, February 15, 1986.
Attest: BakerS. Smith, Stated Clerk
14-52, 54, p. 129
That Overture 28, p. 51 from the Session of Southeast Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, LA, be
referred to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business and be reported back to the Fifteenth

General Assembly.

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 15-83, Il1, 17, p. 173.
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14-4, B, p. 52

Overture 31: From Missouri Presbytery
Whereas BCO 14-5 allows General Assembly business to be conducted by 40 Commissioners
representing at least 7 Presbyteries; and,
Whereas, this quorum determination is tantamount to having General Assembly business conducted by a
Commission; and,
Whereas, this quorum determination fails to take into account the growth of the Denomination;
Therefore, the Presbytery of Missouri respectfully overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 23-27, 1986 that the Book
of Church Order be amended in 14-3 as follows:
in the first sentence delete "seven" and insert "1/3", and, at the end of 14-3 add "A quorumshall
consist of at least 50 commissioners, representing 25 Ruling Elders and 25 TeachingElders,
representing at least 1/3 of the Presbyteries." and
that the Book of Church Order be amended in 14-5 to require a quorum for annual General Assembly
meetings by deleting from BCO 14-5
"any forty" and inserting "at least 1/4", and, deleting "seven” and inserting "1/2 the."

By order of Presbytery, 17 January 1986.

Attest: Albert F. Moginot, Jr., Stated Clerk

14-52,55, p. 129

That Overture 31, p. 52 from Missouri Presbytery be referred to the Committee on Judicial
Business for study and reported back to the Fifteenth General Assembly.

Answered by action to amend BCO regarding quorum. See 15-83, 111, 2, p. 168.
14-4, B, p. 53

Overture 43: From Western Carolina Presbytery

Whereas, 21-4 of our Book of Church Order makes provision for Presbytery to omit parts of trial for
Ordination in extraordinary cases: and,

Whereas, Ordained ministers may be received by Presbytery from other denominations (13-6) following
the prescribed examination; and,

W hereas, the reception of ordained ministers from other denominations is carried out in accordance with
21-4 of the Book of Church Order containing the reference to extraordinary cases;

Therefore, We, the Western Carolina Preshytery, overture the General Assembly to change the Book of
Church Order Chapter 21-4 by adding a clarifying sentence, to read "Ordained ministers from other
denominations being considered by presbyteries for reception, may come under the extraordinary
provisions."

Adopted by Western Carolina Presbytery on April 12,1986.
Attest: Bill Laxton, Stated Clerk

14-52, 58, p. 130

That Overture 43, p. 53 from Western Carolina Presbytery (See 14-66, p. 144 for report of Judicial
Business Committee) be referred to the Committee on Judicial Business for interpretation as to
application of extraordinary clause.

Answered by action to amend BCO 21-4,15-83, 111, 3, p. 168.

14-43, 111, 11, p. 116
That MNA’s recommendation B.4 (Appendix J, p. 352) be referred to the Permanent Commiuee on
Judicial Business. /

Grounds: MNA’s recommendation was seen to contradict BCO 46-4. The Committee of
Commissioners did not have time to consider the constitutional issues adequately.
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M14GA, Appendix J, p. 352, B.4

The Joint Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel has recommended an addition to the BCO
that would enable chaplains to bring people into the fellowship of the PCA (Attachment H). The addition
is most easily placed here: BCO Chapter 6, Par. 5
Churches may receive in absentia as Associate Members baptized members of the
armed forces and their dependents who are unable to be present to be received into
associate membership due to military duty, when personally examined by a chaplain
endorsed by our commission on chaplains. It is expected that as soon as military duty
permits such associate members will become full members of a local church when
examined and admitted by the session.

See 15-83,111,1. p. 167.
14-52,9, p. 124

That the following be adopted by the Assembly as the response to Constitutional Inquiry 1 from
Gainesville Preshbyterian Church, Gainesville, VA, (regarding pastors on church staff) (Appendix I, I.C.1,
p. 329).

"The PCA BCO 4-3 reads ‘Its jurisdiction, being a joint power, is lodged in the church
session, which consists of its Pastor, Pastors, its Associate Pastor(s) and its Ruling Elders.” BCO
12-1 (4) reads ‘The church Session consists of the pastor, associate pastor(s), if there be any, and
the Ruling Elders of a church.” Thus the BCO is not consistent.

PCA practice has been to recognize one pastor as the ‘senior pastor’ in churches served by
multiple pastors. (See BCO 12-1 and 23-1,3)

Since the BCO makes no specific provision for co-pastors, various sections which clearly
envision a single pastor would cause difficulties for which the BCO provides no solution (e.g. the
Moderator of the Session, succession to the Senior Pastor).

On the principle of plurality of elders, the concept of co-pastor would not be inimical to
prcsbyterianism. That ‘multiple pastors” or ‘co-pastors” have historical precedent in
prcsbytcrianism is found in What is Presbyterian Law?, J.A. Hodge, 1903 ed., p.49. ‘What are co-
pastors? Ministers associated as pastors over one or more churches, having equal authority.” The
BCO of the PCUS, 1932, XIV. 64 reads ‘In churches where there are 2 or more Pastors, they shall,
when present, alternately preside’(at a session meeting).

Therefore, the General Assembly instructs the Committee on Judicial Business to prepare

language to clarify the procedures for utilizing co-pastors in a manner consistent with Biblical
teaching on the plurality of elders as has been recognized in Presbyterian polity."”
GROUNDS: The recognition of ambiguity in the BCO and the absence of specific provisions for
the functioning of co-pastors is insufficient reason to advise against the practice of co-pastors
which both the majority and minority reports recognize as having Biblical warrant and historical
Preshyterian precedent. The BCO Chapter 1 specifically addresses the priority of Scripture and the
obligation of church courts to uphold the laws of Scripture.

No action reported.
14-52, 52, p. 129

That the Advice of the Permanent Committee to MNA regarding a proposed emendation of BCO 6-
5 be ratified as amended:
"That the proposed amendment be found not in order.

Grounds:

1 BCO 46-4 requires that an associate member of a church must hold membership in another

church.

2. The proposed amendment does not properly belong in BCO 6 but in chapter 12 (as docs 46-4).

3. The question revolves around their reception as members, not as associate members.

We recommend that the General Assembly refer it to the Committee on Judicial Business to
consider the matter."
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14-52, 59, p. 130

That the Judicial Business Committee be instructed to prepare language to clarify the role of
Assistant Pastor. (See also Rec. #42 above.)

See 15-83, 111, 19, p. 174.
14-53, m, 16, p. 133

That the General Assembly direct its Committee on Judicial Business to prepare wording to allow
for a designation of ""Medically Disabled” (in BCO 23-2 and 3 and/or elsewhere as appropriate),
and to report back to this General Assembly and that the General Assembly direct its Stated Clerk’s
office to begin using this designation immediately, as appropriate.

No action reported.
14-88, 111, C, 1,p. 211

Recommend to refer the North Texas Presbytery minutes which refer to the North Dallas
Presbyterian Church matter to the PCJB for thorough investigation, specifically with reference to
the alleged congregational meeting which instituted these actions referred to in the minutes.

See 15-83,111,37, p. 178.
14-88, IH, C, 2, p. 211

Recommend that the matter of the Judicial Commission of Southern Florida regarding RE Maddox
be referred to the PCJB for proper investigation.

See 15-83,111,20, p. 174.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA
14-4, B, p. 53

Overture 3: From Northeast Presbytery

Whereas, the Lord calls His Church to minister to the hungry (Mt. 25); and

Whereas, we feel the need for guidance for this ministry in a day when the world hunger problem is
painfully conspicuous;

Therefore, the Northeast Presbytery overtures the 13th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA) to instruct the Mission to the World (MTW) and Mission to North America (MNA)
Committees, and/or Covenant Seminary and Covenant College, and/or a committee convened for this
purpose alone, to produce astudy paper with practical guidelines for the instruction of PCA churches in
ministry to the hungry.

We request that the study would address the following questions:

1 What does the Lord require of His people and of His church in ministering to the hungry?

2. What do Old and New Testament practices suggest about what can be done at the individual,
group, and societal levels? To what degree are these practices applicable today and in what
possible re-encultrations?

3. What practices, whether of other churches or secular agencies, have been effective in the
relief of the hungry?

4, How can the PCA organize at the individual, particular church, and denominational levels to
implement effective ministries in this area?

Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk

See 15-61,p. 128 and Appendix T, p. 506.



JOURNAL 69

14-4, B, p. 54

Overture 10: From Oklahoma Presbytery

On October 11,1985, in its 9th Stated Meeting, Oklahoma Presbytery unanimously agreed to petition the
1986 General Assembly to change the boundary of Oklahoma Presbytery to include all of Kansas, and to
change the name to Mid-America Presbytery.

Attest: Robert E. Hays,

Stated Clerk

14-43, 111, 20, p. 117

That Overture 10, p. 54 dealing with the boundary status of Kansas be referred to the proposed
subcommittee on presbytery boundaries.

See 15-60. 111. 15. p. 125.
14-4, B, p. 56

Overture 36: From Delmarva Presbytery
W hereas, Acts 6:1-6 establishes the nature, duties and objects of the office of deacon, [that is, a spiritual
and perpetual office (v. 3), which cares for physical needs (v. 1), of the disciples (emphasis added
throughout) (v. 1)]; which establishment, as it is part of the law of Gpd for the rule of His church, ought
not to be added to nor subtracted from (WCF 1.6), and;
Whereas, BCO 7-2 states that, "The office of Deacon is not one of rule, but rather of service both to the
physical and spiritual needs of the people, and;
W hereas, BCO 901 states that, "The office of Deacon...expresses also the communion of saints...," and;
Whereas, WCF 25.2 states that the "visible Church...is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house
and family of God...", and;
Whereas, WCF 26.1 slates that "all saints...being united to one another in love...are obliged to the
performance of such duties...as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward man,
"and;
W hereas, WCF 26.2 states that this duty of "'relieving each other in outward things..."" is to be "extended
(as God offereth opportunity) unto all those who, in every place, call upon the name of the Lord Jesus,"
and;
W hereas, WCF 26.3 states that this ministry cannot "take away, or infringe the title or propriety which
each man hath in his own goods and possessions," and;
Whereas, WCF 25.3 states that "the ministry, oracles and ordinances of God" are given to the visible
church "for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of the world...", and;
W hereas, this ministry is fitted to the estate in which the objects of this ministry find themselves, such
that the rule and discipline of the church extends only to those who have united with the church, and not
those outside (1 Cor. 5:12), and;
W hereas, by parity of reasoning, the diaconate, (a spiritual ministry to the physical needs of the saints,
sensibly expressing the communion of saints), is obviously not fitted to those outside the discipline of the
visible church, and;
Whereas, when BCO 9-2 states that the duty of the diaconate is to "minister to...any who may be in
distress" the scope of this term is clearly limited by the reasoning above, particularly with reference to
BCO 7-2 and 9-1, as referring any of the people, any of the saints, and;
W hereas, this understanding of the scope of the office of deacon has a long and respected history within
our Reformed and Presbyterian tradition, and;
W hereas, this understanding of the scope of the office of deacon was specifically affirmed by the
spiritual forefathers of the PCA in the Old School General Assembly of 1833:
In answer to the first inquiry, "what are the nature and duties of the office of deacon?" we reply -
The answer we conceive to be explicitly given in our form of Government, chap. 6. Their duties
there are plainly made to consist in distributing the charities of the church to which they belong, to
the poor of the church. Over charities, collectedfor any other purpose than those specified, their
office gives them no control..."" (MGA, 1833, p. 404-405),
and;
W hereas, although "all synods or councils...may err...," the PCA has never undertaken a comprehensive
study of this subject which would justify a departure from the received wisdom of our forefathers, and;
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W hereas, the paper "Biblical Guidelines for Mercy Ministry in the PCA” prepared by Dr. Tim Keller for
the MNA committee and for the general guidance of members, congregations, and presbyteries within the
PCA, has been proposed for approval by the General Assembly (MCA, 1985, p. 255), and;

Whereas, the 13th General Assembly referred this paper to the MNA Committee for review, to be
reported to the Fourteenth General Assembly (M14GA, 1985, p. 113), and;

Whereas, this paper, in the form presented to the Thirteenth General Assembly, argues that the scope of
the ministry of the diaconal office (as compared to general Christian benevolence) essentially includes
meeting the physical needs of the poor of the world (see especially Sections V., VII.C., & VIII), and;
Whereas, in so doing the above cited paper adds duties to the discharge of the office of deacon, which
duties are nowhere found in the Constitution of our Church and which duties are by implication contrary
to the Constitution of our church, and;

Whereas, the adoption of the paper in the form presented to the 13th General Assembly would thus
function so as to amend the Constitution of our Church in a most unconstitutional manner, resulting in
manifest inconsistencies and confusions in the Constitution of the Church;

Therefore, the Dclmarva Presbytery respectfully overtures the 14th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America, that "Guidelines for mercy ministry in the PCA" by Dr. Tim Keller, as
reviewed and reported by the MNA Committee pursuant to the instructions of the Thirteenth General
Assembly, be referred to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business for its consideration as to the
paper’s conformity to the constitution of the PCA (Rules of Assembly Operation, 7-6, 7-7); and that
further consideration of the substance of this matter be postponed until such time as the Assembly is
willing to undertake a full and detailed Biblical and Historical study of the nature and duties of the office
of deacon.

Adopted at the 15th Stated Meeting of Dclmarva Presbytery, February 8, 1986.
Attest: Thomas G. Webb, Slated Clerk

APPENDIX

1643 - Debates of the Westminster Divines concerning whether or not the office of Deacon is perpetual:
1 Those opposed to the perpetuity of the office argued on the grounds that their Biblical duty was
occasional, i.e., that there might not be poor in a particular congregation: "(Mr. Palmer speaking] 3.
That there arc many congregations, where is no necessity of it; for they want poor.”

This argument was answered by noting that though a particular congregation may not have poor,
other congregations would, and thus the need for office: [Mr. Wilson speaking) "That though there
be not poor at home, yet must they flow out to other churches. (Journal of the Assembly of Divines,
p. 86).

2. Those opposed to the perpetuity of office argued that the care of the poor was a law a nature,
and thus would not be regulated by positive institution (office).

Those in favor of perpetuity argued that the law of nature was directed to mankind in general,
whereas the office of deacon was for those who belong to Christ: [Mr. Goodwin speaking] "2. The
poor in a church require more provision than the law of nature dictates; for, 1. Nature provides for
them as men, but they are also to be considered as members of Christ." (Journal of the Assembly
of Divines, p. 87)

3. A further argument against the perpetuity of the office was that it was the duty of the civil
magistrate to take care for the poor generally, and thus there is no need for a perpetual office in the
church.

This argument was answered by arguing that it was more consistent with the nature of Christ’s
church and the fellowship of believers that their be officer’s particularly assigned for the care of the
poor of the church: [Mr. Palmer speaking (?)] 4. It is more consonant to Scripture and Christ’s
institution, that the case of his poor members should be committed rather to officers of their own
than others, yea though the magistrate be Christian." (Journal of the Assembly of Divines, p. 88)

Thus on both sides of the question, there was essential agreement that the office of deacon was to
be directed to the poor of the church.
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1644 - Samuel Rutherford, Scottish commissioner to the Westminster Assembly, Due Right of
Presbyteries.

Deacons have charge of "a treasure of the peoples Evangelike free-will offering for the necessity of
the saints.” (p. 162)

1645 - The Form of Presbyterial Church-Govemment...

"Pastors." "The pastor is an...officer in the church...First, it belongs to his office, ...To take care of
the poor." The scripture proofs offered for this proposition specify who the poor in question arc:
"the brethren (Acts 11:29)"; "needy among them (Acts 4:34)"; “"the disciples" (Acts 6:1); "the
saints” (I Cor. 16:1); "the brethren" (Gal. 2:10, cf. Acts 11:29).

In the discussions concerning this particular duty, the Divines recognized its close relation to the
office of the deacon, and thus the scope of the duty likewise applies: [Mr. Goodwin speaking] "1
If there be no deacon, the pastor hath the power of the deacon. 2. If the deacon neglect, he may
reprove. 3. He may do it himself; yet may the deacon distribute the alms without the pastor, for
that he is the office of Christ, and not of the Pastor.” (Journal of the Divines, p. 47).

"Deacons."” "The scripture doth hold out deacons as distinct officers in the church...to take special
care in distributing to the necessities of the poor." The proof given for this duty is Acts 6:1-4,
which text specifies the poor of the body of disciples, not the poor of Jerusalem generally.

"Of the Ordinances in a particular congregation." "The ordinances in a single congregation are,
...collection made for the poor..." See below.

"Of Particular Congregations.” "It is lawful and expedient that there be fixed congregations...for
the better administration of such ordinances as belong unto them...because they who dwell
together, being bound to all kind of moral duties one to another, have the better opportunity thereby
to discharge them..." A proof offered for this last clause is Deut. 15:7, 11, wherein the Israelites
are commanded to care for their poor brethren. This provides additional evidence that the Divines
understood the official administration of the ordinance with respect to the poor by pastors and
deacons to be directed to the poor of the congregation.

"Of the Officers of a particular Congregation.” "For officers in a single congregation...it is
requisite that there be others to take care for the relief of the poor." The proof text cited here is
Acts 6:2-3, which text, as noted above, specifies that the business over which the deacons are to be
appointed is the business of caring for the poor among the disciples.

1656 - James Fergusson, Scottish Presbyterian, commenting on Phil. 1:1 in his Exposition of the Epistle
of Paul to the Philippians

As the Lord Christ hath appointed some office-bearers in his house for the oversight of the souls of
his people...so he hath appointed others to take inspection of their bodily necessities...who are here
called ""deacons.” (p. 284).

1689 - John Owen, English Independent, in The True Nature ofa Gospel Church

This office of deacons is an office of service, which gives not any authority or power in the rule of
the church; but being an office, it gives authority with respect unto the special work of it, under a
general notion of authority; that is, a right to attend unto it in a peculiar manner, and to perform the
things that belong thereunto. But this right is confined unto the particular church whereunto they
do belong. Ofthe members of that church are they to make their collections, and unto the members
of that church are they to administer. Extraordinary collections from or for other churches are to be
made and disposed by the elders, Acts xi.30. (Works, vol. 16, p. 147).

1887 - D. Douglas Bannerman, Scottish Presbyterian, commenting on Acts 6 in his The Scripture
Doctrine of the Church...
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The general scope of the office thus created is pretty clearly defined by the words employed in this
passage...it seems plain that the functions now assigned to the seven related to the care of the poor
and needy within the Church...To serve tables in the apostolic Church meant to concern oneself
about the daily temporal wants of the household of faith, the brotherhood of the disciples of Jesus,
(p. 416).

1892 - T.E. Peck, Southern Presbyterian, in his Notes on Ecclesiology.

"...this communion [of saints] is most impressively exhibited in two ordinances, both of which are
emphatically denominated by the word communion, to wit: the Lord’s supper and
contributions...This view of contributions...This view of contributions accounts for the importance
ascribed to them in both Testaments. They are the tokens..of the reality of the communion of the
saints... ‘[I]n relieving each other in outward things according to their several abilities and
necessities’ ...the communion of saints was first and most conspicuously exhibited in the primitive
church; and it was in connection with this form that the deacons first appeared... The prime aspect,
then, of the office of deacon is that of a representative of the communion of saints. The word may
be and is preached where there are no saints, and therefore no communion: it is conceivable also
that ruling elders may exercise their authority in a dead church; but deacons have nothing to do,
except in a church which has life enough to show itself in a ministry to the saints.” (pp. 206-208).

14-43,in, 2, p. 114

With reference to A.2 (Appendix J, p. 351), Overture 3 (p. 53) and Overture 36 (p. 56) that:

a. (1) That the General Assembly receive the "Biblical Guidelines for Mercy Ministry in the
Presbyterian Church in America” from its permanent Committee on Mission to North
America as information for our presbyteries and congregations, so that our people might
grow in their informed involvement in this important area of ministry; and
(2) That the moderator appoint a study committee to define diaconal responsibilities both
within and without the Body of Christ, in the light of Scriptures and of the history of the
Reformed family of Churches. This committee shall consist of TE Tim Keller (Philadelphia),
TE Fred Marsh (Mississippi Valley), TE Edmund Clowncy (James River), TE James Hatch
(North Georgia), Deacon Frank Harder (Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia), RE
Hadley Mitchell (Tennessee Valley) and TE Jimmy Lyons (Evangel); and
(3) That this study committee report to the Fifteenth General Assembly;

. That the study committee is to be funded by MNA with a maximum limit of $5,000.

c.  That "Love Expressed: Resources for Demons" not be used as an approved guide to the
office of deacon until the work of the study committee is accomplished, but that the Christian
Education and Education Committee be allowed to continue to distribute this work.

Grounds:

a. Overture 36 raises significant questions about the Mercy Ministry guidelines.

b. The relationship of the diaconate to Mercy Ministries needs to be addressed. The current
report does not mention deacons.

[ It is appropriate that MNA fund this study as a continuation of the study already begun.

See 15-61, p. 128 and Appendix T, p. 506.

14-43, m, 3, p. 115

That the Assembly note the employment of a Disaster Services Coordinator, as ordered, and urge
that presbyteries proceed to identify area coordinators and train disaster response teams. That the
Administrative policies of the Disaster and Diaconal Fund" (Appendix J, Attachment C, p. 367) be
approved provisionally, for the use of MNA in decision-making in the administration of this fund,
until those policies are received and reported on by the Study Committee on Diaconal and Mercy
Ministry.

Grounds: This deals with some of the same issues as those to be addressed by the study committee.

See 15-60, 111, 27, p. 127.
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X4-4, B, p. 60

Overture 45: From Central Georgia

Whereas PCA churches and presbyteries sometimes find opportunity given of the Lord to plant new

churches in neighboring towns that lie outside the formal bounds of their presbytery, and

Whereas formal presbytery boundaries do not always allow or promote fellowship among those of like

cultural/geographical heritage, and

Whereas Central Georgia and North Georgia have found the allowance of cross over preshytery

membership by works established in border counties to be both healthy for the presbytery and

encouraging to those in certain new works, and

W hereas the 13th General Assembly did approve the cross over membership of a border county church

of North Georgia into Central Georgia Presbytery with no subsequent difficulties being manifest, and

W hereas presbyteries will sometimes have population centers that cross presbytery boundaries,

Be it therefore resolved that the 14th General Assembly of the PCA adopt the following guidelines:

1 That any church/mission/fellowship in a county forming a presbytery boundary has the privilege,
by majority vote at a duly called meeting, of electing to seek membership in the preshytery
immediately adjacent.

2. That both presbyteries be notified of the prospect of any change in membership and the date of
meeting to consider that membership.

3. That both presbyteries be invited to send a representative to observe such a meeting.

4. That at such meeting the presbytery representative of each presbytery would have the privilege of
addressing the meeting prior to the vote being taken.

5. That any change in membership be reported as information to the next stated General Assembly.

Adopted at the stated meeting of Central Georgia Presbytery on April 8,1986 at SL Marys, GA.

Attest: Donald D. Comer, Stated Clerk
14-43, 111, 22, p. 117

That Overture 45, p. 60 regarding policies for division of presbyteries be referred to the proposed
subcommittee on presbytery boundaries.

Referred to the Sub-committee on Boundaries for report to the Sixteenth General Assembly. See
15-60,111,16, p. 126.

14-4, B, p. 60

Overture 50: From Pacific Northwest Presbytery

W hereas Preshyteries are currently mandated for church planting within their own bounds; and

W hereas Mission to North America is currently mandated to plant churches in areas out-of-bounds; and

W hereas this procedure does not take into account the unique nature of the development of church

planting in the Western United States and Canada; and

W hereas Western thinking is regional in nature and not bounded by Preshytery lines;

Therefore, we move to overture the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to change

the charter of Mission to North America to include the following:
Areas out of bounds in the United States and Canada shall be divided into regions and related to the
appropriate Presbytery or Presbyteries for the purpose of regional development. Within these
regions Mission to North America will initiate a development plan in cooperation with the
appropriate Presbytery or Presbyteries.

Passed by the Presbytery of the Pacific Northwest, meeting at Green Lake Presbyterian Church in Seattle,
Washington, on 25-26 April 1986.

Attest: Richard A. Herbert, Stated Clerk
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14-43, in, 23, p. 118

That Overture 50, p. 60 regarding the extension of presbyteries to include all of geographical U. S.
be referred to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries.

Answered in the negative. See 15-60, 111, 14, p. 125.
14-43, U1, 15, p. 117

(See MNA Supplemental Report, Appendix J, recommendation No. 2, p. 353) Because of the
increasing number of requests for changes in Presbytery boundaries it is recommended that a
section be added to the Rules for Assembly Operations, possibly numbered X, moving the
subsequent sections back by one number:
10-1 It is the responsibility of the General Assembly to determine presbytery boundaries but
only with the concurrence of those existing presbyteries affected and usually as a result of
their initiative.
10-2 In order that changes in presbytery boundaries may be made in an orderly way and new
presbyteries created after due consideration, the stated clerk shall respond to any request for a
change in a presbytery's boundaries, or for a new presbytery, by referring the matter to a
Subcommittee on Boundaries to be appointed by and under the jurisdiction of the permanent
Committee on Mission to North America.
10-3 The subcommittee will report to the permanent Committee on Mission to North
America which will report its recommendation, together with all pertinent material, to the
General Assembly through the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America.
Grounds: A sentence was removed from 10-3 which spoke of developing criteria. This would be
out of place in a permanent rule.

See 15-60, 111, 18, p. 126.
14-4, B, p. 45

Overture 49: From Siouxlands Presbytery
Whereas, the Apostle Paul gave the following counsel to the church at Corinth concerning an offering to
be collected for the struggling Jerusalem Church, "Our desire is not that others might be relieved while
you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what
they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, as it is
written:  ‘He that gathered much did not have too much, and he that gathered little did not have too
little.”" and,

Whereas, we believe that a "Jerusalem Church" situation exists in our upper Midwest states, as our

whole farm economy is going through a time of "gathering little," and,

Whereas, the rural crisis in our area is a genuine crisis, with over 1/3 of our farmers facing the possible

loss of a way of life, and

Whereas, the bankruptcies, foreclosures and farm sales affect our entire Midwest culture, from the

farmer to the banker to the businessman, from social services to education to care services, and

Whereas, the crisis is affecting every area of our lives as a people, taking a physical spiritual, emotional

and social toll through widespread isolation and depression, and alarming increases in the incidence of

family abuse, alcohol abuse and suicides, and

Whereas, the crisis has not been felt equally throughout our national economy, and many segments of

our PCA are in relatively good economic health,

Therefore, Be It Resolved,

1 That the 14th General Assembly encourage our churches to recognize Sunday, September 7, 1986
as a Day of Prayer for those individuals and churches who are experiencing the crisis, and continue
to uphold them in prayer.

2. That the 14th General Assembly urge our churches to seriously consider their responsibility to help
materially in this "Jerusalem church” situation, designating Sunday, September 7 ,1986 as a Day of
Collection after the pattern of 2 Corinthians 8-9, and continuing to send ongoing aid to the Mercy
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Fund of the Preshytery of Siouxlands, that we might extend emergency aid to those who are in
trouble.

This Overture was approved at the 17th Slated Meeting of the Presbytery of Siouxlands, PCA, meeting
April 24-25, 1986 at Lincoln, Nebraska.

Attest: D. Steven Meyerhoff, Stated Clerk
14-85, 111, 6, p. 187
Overture 49, p. 45 from Siouxlands be answered with the following responses.
2. That part two concerning a specific request for financial aide on the part of Siouxlands
Presbytery be referred to the Permanent Committee of the MNA for immediate consideration.
No action reported.
14-74, 111, 62, p. 175
That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.
No action reported.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO THE WORLD
14-62,in, 9b, p. 143

That the MTW Committee be directed to ask the Liebenzell Mission to rethink its statement of
faith regarding "regeneration through faith."

See 15-29, 111, 10, p. 99.
14-62, HI, 11, p. 143

a) That the Committee on Mission to the World endorse and seek approval from the General
Assembly in June 1986 to commission the development of a detailed plan that would define
factors relevant to the incorporation of a tentmaking program into MTW s strategic plan.

b)  That said approval from the General Assembly would give necessary authority to the
Committee on Mission to the World to approve such an experimental plan and administer it
for a two-year period; and that such plan would include the possibility of formation of a
separate nonprofit corporation or foundation with ultimate control being maintained by
Mission to the World. Such a corporation will place men and women from the PCA and
other NAPARC churches who personally subscribe to the Westminster Standards in
acceptable service opportunities in countries otherwise inaccessible.

c)  That the experimental program be brought to the 1989 General Assembly for final approval.

No action reported.

14-74, 111, 62, p. 175
That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been

conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.

No action reported.
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TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
AMERICA FOUNDATION

14-74, 1H, 62, p. 175

That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.

No action reported.

TO THE COMMITTEE ON REVIEW AND CONTROL OF PRESBYTERIES

14-88, HI, B, 3, p. 209

Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following presbyteries for failure to respond to
exceptions taken by the Thirteenth General Assembly:
Delmarva, James River, Mississippi Valley, North Georgia, Palmetto, South Texas

See 15-96, IV, p. 217.
14-88, m, B, 4, p. 209

Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following presbyteries for inadequate or

unsatisfactory response to exceptions taken by the Thirteenth General Assembly:

a. Covenant: unsatisfactory
GROUNDS: Itis not clear that Presbytery acted on this report: the clerk said, "The response
should have been mentioned by the Administration Committee, however was left out of their
report on the floor of presbytery and subsequently left out of the minutes.”

. Siouxlands: inadequate
c.  Southeast Alabama: unsatisfactory in that no specific acuon to each exception was taken.
d.  Southern Florida: unsatisfactory response to exception taken regarding BCO 21-4

See 15-96, IV, p. 217.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON RIDGE HAVEN
14-74, EH, 62, p. 175

That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.

No action reported. See 15-93, 111, 1, p. 196.
TO THE CHURCH/STATE SUB-COMMITTEE

12-90, 111, 22, p. 187

The Committee on Administration recommends that the General Assembly determine that it is the
policy of the Presbyterian Church in America that the churches and presbyteries should not
intentionally violate the law of the land unless loyalty to God absolutely demands it. If the church
or preshytery has scruples against compliance with the law, and if it complies, it should comply
under protest and use the legal remedies available, and that the question of church/state relations
particularly with reference to the taxation of the church be referred to the General Assembly with
the request that a study committee of appropriate theological and legal expertise be appointed by
the Committee on Administration.

See 15-20, p. 91.



JOURNAL 77

13-3, p. 38

Overture 16: From the Presbytery of Missouri

Whereas, in the sight of God an unborn child is recognized as a person and is entitled to life and
protection of that life (Ps. 139:14-16, Luke 1:15, Ex. 20:13); and

W hereas, the sin of abortion (that is, murder) continues at the evil rate of 1,500,000 per year; and

W hereas, Christians are called to be salt and light in their society; defending the innocent, the weak, and
the orphan (Prov. 24:11, Mk. 12:40,1s. 1:16-20, Ex. 22:22, Mic. 6:8); and

W hereas, since the judicial "legislation" of Roe vs. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973), the right to life has not
been guaranteed in the United States of America for the unborn; and

W hereas, we recognize that we are required to submit to the governing authorities (Rom. 13:1, | Pet.
2:13, TiL 3:1); and

Whereas, we also recognize believers differ as to their responsibility to protect helpless human beings;
and

Whereas, we also recognize we may disobey civil authorities when necessary so that we may obey God
(cf. Acts 4:19,5:32):

Therefore, be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, June 17-21,1985:

A.l. Recommend to the Churches concrete ways to heighten the importance of the pro-life
movement in our Churches.

2. Publicize the ministries of Bethany Christian Services, Protestants for Life, Clergy for Life,
Christian Action Council and other pro-life groups, in churches and Presbyteries.

And, Therefore, be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly:

B.l. Erect a committee to produce a study paper outlining the history andtheology of civil
disobedience. This paper should also include exegesis of significant Biblical passages. The
study shall focus on civil disobedience as it applies to the abortion issue.

2. Counsel the Churches in the area of civil disobedience, especially as regards the abortion
issue. Specifically: should members be urged to engage in civil disobedience? -should
churches discipline those who have engaged in civil disobedience?

3. This committee is to report at the Fourteenth General Assembly.

Adopted at the Winter Meedng of Missouri Presbytery on January 18-19, 1985 to be communicated to
the General Assembly Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, June 17-21, 1985.
Attest: Albert F. Moginot, Jr., Stated Clerk

See 15-20, p. 91 and Appendix Q, p. 459.
13-3, p. 42

Overture 24: From the Presbytery of Oklahoma
W hereas, the Presbyterian Church in America is listed as as corporation whose registered office is in the
city of Dover, Delaware; and
W hereas, a corporation is considered to be under the jurisdiction of a state; and
Whereas, the church of Jesus Christ is under no jurisdiction of human government;
Therefore, be it resolved that Oklahoma Presbytery respectfully overture the Thirteenth General
Assembly to form a committee to consider the theological implications of the Presbyterian Church in
America’s remaining incorporated, and to report back to the Fourteenth General Assembly with
appropriate recommendations.
Adopted at the Seventh Stated Meeting of the Oklahoma Presbytery, October 12, 1984.

Attest: Craig Weaver, Stated Clerk

13-73, HI, 31, p. 139

That Overture #24 be answered by referring it to the Church/State Study Committee established by
the Twelfth General Assembly for study and to report back to the Fourteenth General Assembly.

See 15-20, p. 91 and Appendix Q, p. 443.
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14-74, m, 55, p. 173

That the Church/State sub-committee report, (Appendix U, p. 493), be received and implemented
as outlined below:

(a) that the report be received by the 14th General Assembly as information and for study, (b) that
the report be sent to each church by October 1,1986, by inclusion in the GA Minutes or by special
mailing, if time so requires, (c) that churches and/or individuals be requested to study the report
and submit questions, suggestions or objections to COA by January 1, 1987, (d) that the
Church/State subcommittee prepare its final report to COA by February 15,1987, (e) that such final
report shall be mailed to COA members for study and comment, (f) that COA shall complete the
report at its March 1987 meeting, making appropriate recommended answers to the various
overtures relating to the subject matter, and (g) that COA submit its recommendations concerning
the final report to the 15th GA for action thereon.

See 15-20, p. 91 and Appendix Q, p. 429.

TO THE AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY

11-30, m, 31, p. 82

"That the General Assembly appoint a committee to study and to report to the next General

Assembly with the following responsibility:

1. To investigate the possibility of having a "General" General Assembly each fifth year;

2. That the evening service of that particular Assembly be conducted in a large local arena;

3. That each congregation bring ten percent of its membership to this special "General" General
Assembly;

4. That that General Assembly’s business be kept to a minimum, with day sessions only."

Referred to Ad-Interim Committee on General Assembly, 12-90, 11, 32, p. 189.
Carried over to the Fourteenth General Assembly, 13-57,2, p. 121.

See 15-38, p. 105.

12-90, ni, 1, p. 183

That the Moderator appoint a six man Ad-Interim Committee to evaluate and make its

recommendations to the Thirteenth General Assembly as to:

a. The functions and coordination of the four Permanent Committees, the Office of the Stated
Clerk, and the other General Assembly Committees, with the exception of any Ad-Hoc
Committee.

b.  The structure or organization of the denomination.

c.  Judicial Business procedure and structure
The expense of this Ad-Interim Committee shall be paid by the Committee on
Administration.

See 15-36, p. 104, 15-38, p. 105, 15-43, p. 106, 15-46, p. 108, 15-49, p. 109, 15-51, p. 109, and

15-55, p. 111.

12-10, B, p. 51

Overture 20: From the Presbytery of Evangel

Whereas, the number of Teaching Elders in the denomination attached to active churches is only sixty-
two percent of the total number of Teaching Elders in the denomination; and

Whereas, the principal of parity of the Eldership embraced at the birth of the denomination has, for all
intents and purposes, been abandoned, and the proportion of Teaching Elders to Ruling Elders attending
the General Assembly has become extremely disproportionate; and,

Whereas, this present trend within the General Assembly is producing discouragement, lack of
participation and increased disinterest in the financial support of the work of the General Assembly
which, if continued, will produce additional unrest and divisiveness;
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Therefore, Evangel Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to amend Section 14-2 BCO by
substituting for the whole the following:

”14-2. The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment, and shall consist of all Teaching Elders in good standing with their Presbyteries, as
hereinafter provided, and Ruling Elders in the ratio of one from each congregation for each 500
members, or fraction thereof, but not to exceed five Ruling Elder commissioners from any one
congregation. Teaching Elders attached to a congregation must be accompanied by at least one Ruling
Elder commissioner from such congregation in order to qualify as a commissioner to General Assembly.
Each Presbytery of the General Assembly shall be permitted to send Teaching Elders who are not
attached to a congregation as commissioners to the General Assembly, provided, however, such
additional Teaching Elder commissioners shall not exceed twenty-five per cent of the total number of
such unattached Teaching Elders in good standing with such Presbytery.”

Attest: Hubert C. Stewart, Stated Clerk

See 15-38, p. 105.
12-10, B, p. 51

Overture 22: From the Presbytery of Western Carolina

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as presently constituted bears

the potential of a gathering of some 2,500 commissioners; and

Whereas, the work of a deliberative body is more efficient and productive when it is of a manageable

size; and

Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by each Presbytery will reduce the cost of

otherwise large and expensive gatherings; and

Whereas, we are called and committed to responsible stewardship in our oversight of God’s people; and

Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by a Presbytery shall bring forth the selection of

those best qualified to serve;

Now Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbytery of Western Carolinas overture the General Assembly

to re-draft Chapter 14-2 of the Book of Church Order to provide for a delegated General Assembly.
Attest: W. Donald Munson, Jr., Stated Clerk

See 15-38, p. 105.
12-10, B, p. 51

Overture 27: From the Presbytery of Delmarva

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America is now potentially composed of
voting delegates from each and every particular church, as well as teaching elders serving in other fields,
and

Whereas, teaching elders outnumbered ruling elders at the 1983 meeting of the General Assembly, and
Whereas, it is deemed necessary for the effective ministry of our denomination that the highest court be
smaller, and

Whereas, it is considered that the logical way to accomplish a streamlined assembly is through
delegating voting members and insuring equal representation by both teach and ruling elders,

Therefore, the Delmarva Presbytery overtures the 12th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America to approve a change to representative General Assemblies, and

Further, that the following amendments to the Book of Church Order be adopted, considering the
second contingent upon acceptance of the first.

(1)  That the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended by substituting for the whole:

"14-2 The General Assembly, which is a permanent court shall meet at least annually upon its
own adjournment. The total number of commissioners shall be 600. There shall be an equal
number of teaching and ruling elder commissioners. Each Presbytery shall be enlided to two
teaching elder commissioners and two ruling elder commissioners. The remaining commissioners
shall be allotted to the presbyteries based on the proportion of the total number of communicant
members of the denomination. Each presbytery’s allotment shall be equally divided between
teaching and ruling elders. The Assembly’s Committee on Administration shall make the
allotment to each presbytery within 60 days after each regular annual meeting of General
Assembly, based on the last annual statistical report of communicant membership. Each presbytery
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shall develop its own method of selecting its allotted commissioners, providing an equal number of
teaching and ruling elders are chosen. Presbyteries shall select alternates for each of the four
commissioners to which they may be entitled. Each Presbytery shall select its commissioners and
notify the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly at least 120 days prior to the beginning of the next
stated meeting of the General Assembly. All teaching and ruling elders in the denomination shall
be eligible to attend the General Assembly as observers. Such observers may attend all meetings of
the Committees of Commissioners and all sessions of the General Assembly, except for those
closed by rules of the assembly or by parliamentary order."
(2)  That the Book of Church Order 10-6, be amended by substituting the following for the whole:
"10-6 The General Assembly shall pay all or a portion of the expenses of its commissioners
according to the rules set annually by its Committee on Administration. The expenses of teaching
and ruling elders occasioned by their attendance at presbytery shall be defrayed by the bodies they
respectively represent. Local churches are encouraged to pay the expenses of their observers to
General Assembly in order that they may receive instruction, information, and inspiration
regarding the work of the denomination.”

Attest: Thomas G. Webb, Stated Clerk
See 15-38. p. 105.
12-10, B, p. 59

Overture 48: From the Presbytery of Central Georgia

W hereas, the number of Elders attending the General Assembly has increased substantially and to such

an extent and manner that the General Assembly is becoming too large for meaningful and orderly

discussion; and

Whereas, the vast majority of the Elders attending General Assembly and discussing and voting on

issues are Teaching Elders a large proportion of whom are not attached to particular churches in the

Presbyterian Church in America; and

W hereas, a fundamental principal of the Presbyterian Church in America is representative government

with equal representation on the higher courts between Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders,

Therefore, Central Georgia Presbhytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to amend Section 14-2

of BCO as follows:

That the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended by substituting for the whole:
”14-2 The General Assembly, which is a permanent court shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment. The total number of commissioners shall be _. There shall be an equal number of
Teaching and Ruling Elder commissioners. Each Presbytery shall be entitled to Teaching
Elder commissioners and Ruling Elder commissioners. The remaining commissioners shall
be allotted to the presbyteries based on the proportion of the total number of communicant
members of the denomination. Each presbytery’s allotment shall be equally divided between
Teaching and Ruling Elders. The Assembly’s Committee on Administration shall make the
allotment to each presbytery within 60 days after each regular annual meeting of General
Assembly, based on the last annual statistical report of communicant membership. Each presbytery
shall develop its own method of selecting its allotted commissioners, assuring a reasonable plan of
rotation among all eligible Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders and providing an equal number of
Teaching and Ruling Elders are chosen. Presbyteries shall select alternates for each of the
commissioners to which they are basically entitled. Each Presbytery shall select its commissioners
and notify the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly at least days prior to the beginning of
the next stated meeting of the General Assembly. All Teaching and Ruling elders in the
denomination shall be eligible to attend the General Assembly as observers. Such observers may
attend all meetings of the Committees of Commissioners and all sessions of the General Assembly,
except for those closed by rules of the assembly or by parliamentary order.”

Attested: Donald D. Comer, Stated Clerk

See 15-38, p. 105.
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12-10, B, p. 60

Overture 51: From the Presbytery of Westminster

Westminster Presbytery overtures the General Assembly to proceed toward the amendment of the Book

of Church Order as follows:

1. That BCO 14-2 be amended to read, "The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall
meet at least annually upon its own adjournment and shall consist of all teaching elders and ruling
elders representing their respective presbyteries. The number of commissioners each presbytery is
entitled to send shall be equal to the total number of particular churches in that presbytery as of
January 1st of that year. In the event that there be an odd number of churches in the presbytery,
one additional may be sent. Of those commissioners entided to attend from a particular presbytery,
half shall be teaching elders and half shall be ruling elders. (Not all those entided will necessarily
attend.) The method for selecting commissioners shall be left to the discretion of each presbytery."

2. ThatBCO 10-6 be amended to read, ""The expenses of ruling teaching elders in their attendance at
General Assembly shall ordinarily be defrayed by the church or institution with which the
commissioner is associated."

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery on April 14,1984.

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

See 15-38, p. 105.
13-57, p. 120

TE Rodney T. King, Chairman of the Committee on Judicial Business Committee, reported for the
Committee beginning with prayer. The Assembly voted to receive this response to the constitutional

inquiry:
Response to the Report of the Ad-Interim Committee on General Assembly Structure.

A. Theproposed new procedure ofJudicial Process.

The new procedure raises the constitutional question whether the General Assembly can
properly commit matters to a commission, which commission’s actions are the actions of the court
without the option of veto by the court (WCF XXXI:3). The PCA, in its formation, consciously
avoided this procedure.

On the other hand, the new process, allows:

a) appeal to a General Assembly regional judicial commission;

b)  appeal to and review by the General Assembly’s Permanent Judicial Commission;

c) control by General Assembly through the nomination and election procedure which is

similar to the control currently exercised over trustees of agencies in the PCA (eg. GA
Bylaws IV Section 1-2-d).

Recommendation:

That the General Assembly refer the matter back to the Ad-Interim Committee, that the church at
large respond to the committee before January 1, 1986, and that the committee report to the
Fourteenth General Assembly.

B. The Proposalfor a Representative General Assembly
The Committee on Judicial Business finds no constitutional irregularities with the proposal of
the Ad-Interim Committee.

Recommendation:

That the Assembly find the proposal in order.

RE W. Jack Williamson continued the Ad Interim Committee’s report. A period of general
questioning from the floor was followed by the Assembly moving into a committee of the whole. Straw

votes were taken indicating 1) overwhelming support for the concept of a representative assembly and 2)
a smaller majority of support for the plan presented by the Ad Interim Committee. The Assembly then
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moved out of the committee of the whole. Mr. Chewning returned to the chair, and by common consent
the Assembly proceeded to the following votes:

Recommendations:

1 That the advice of the Committee on Judicial Business regarding Constitutional Inquiry 11
(Appendix I, I.C.I, p. 245) from the Ad-Interim Committee be ratified; that the proposed
amendments touching both judicial process and representative assembly (Appendix P, p. 313) be
referred back to the Ad-Interim Committee; and that it be noted that the proposal of the Ad-Interim
Committee’s report marks a radical departure from the original tenets of the Presbyterian Church in
America.

(Clerk’s note: By this action the Assembly adopted A and B above.)

2. That the Ad-Interim Committee be continued for an additional year to report to the Fourteenth
General Assembly, that the Stated Clerk add to the Ad Interim Committee four additional members
who have some differences with the report and who would bring other perspectives to the
Committee, and that all future recommendations of the Committee be communicated to the
presbyteries at least 90 days before the next General Assembly.

See 15-38, p. 105, for action on representative assembly and 15-43, p. 106 for action on judicial
procedures.

13-3, p. 41

Overture 4: From the Presbytery of the Ascension

We respectfully overture the General Assembly to restructure the General Assembly meetings so that
there would be two levels for consideration of Assembly’sbusiness, a first level for careful deliberations
of particular matters and a second level to ratify the recommendations of the first level. We would
propose that this be accomplished in the following ways.

1 Enlarge the committees of commissioners (CofC’s) to become the deliberative level of the
Assembly, so that presbyteries would elect an equal number of ruling elders and teaching
elders as follows to the CofC’s:

a. presbyteries under 2,000 members-one representative on each CofC on a paired
schedule to balance teaching elder and ruling elder representation;

b. presbyteries from 2,000 to 6,000 members-two representatives on each CofC, one
teaching elder and one ruling elder:

c. presbyteries over 6,000 members-four representatives on each CofC, two each of
teaching elders and ruling elders.

2. The ratification level of the Assembly would be constituted as is now provided in the Book of
Church Order, including those who are on the committees of commissioners, and would have
the responsibility to ratify the recommendations of the CofC’s. Without the ratification of
the General Assembly, recommendations would not be the position of the Church. The broad
General Assembly would have the options of:

a. adopting the recommendations of the CofC;

b.  turning down the recommendations;

c. returning the matter to the CofC;

d. amending the recommendation on a 3/4 majority of the registered commissioners

3. The meeting schedule for the General Assembly would be changed so that general sessions

would begin at 1:00 p.m. daily, leaving the mornings free for CofC’s meetings, judicial
commission meetings, and other meetings.

Presbyteries would be required to elect an equal number of ruling elders and teaching elders
to serve on the CofC’s. All other rules for selection of CofC’s would remain the same,
including the rules for open meetings in the Assembly’s Rules, 8-5.

5. The number of CofC’s could be reduced, or the membership could be lower than suggested
above, provided an equal number of ruling elders and teaching elders make up the CofC’s
and provision is made for continuity of representation from the presbyteries.We believe that
this approach will provide the forum for full debate of the issues by a representative body as
well as the full participation by all of the churches in the PCA in the final ratification process.

Adopted by the Presbytery of the Ascension at its May 4-5,1984, stated meedng.
Attest: Frank D. Moser, Slated Clerk

>
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13-45, 111, 26, p. 105

That Overture 4 (p. 41) from the Presbytery of the Ascension be referred to the appropriate
committee for study if the Ad Interim Committee’s recommendation on a representative assembly
is not adopted by this assembly.

Referred to the Ad Interim Committee on General Assembly, 13-57,2, p. 121

See 15-38, p. 105.
13-3, p. 46

Overture 14: From the Presbytery of Covenant

W hereas, the Presbyterian Church in America needs to provide parity of representation between Ruling
Elders and Teaching Elders at General Assembly; and

Whereas, Commissioners attending General Assembly need to be limited so that attendance will be
smaller and hence more truly deliberative;

Therefore, Covenant Presbytery overtures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
to amend Par. 14-2 of the Book of Church Order by substituting the following for the present Par. 14-2:

The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment. Each church with a membership of 50 to 499 shall submit to Presbytery on or before
January 31 of each year the names of a Commissioner and alternate to represent the church at the
forthcoming General Assembly. Churches having 500 or more members shall submit names of
Commissioners and alternates for each full 500 members on or before the same date. Churches
with a membership of 49 or less shall be paired by Presbytery with each church in a pair providing
a Commissioner in alternate years. Such commissioner and alternate shall be submitted to
Presbytery on or before January 31 of each year.

Upon receipt of the names of the Ruling Elders and alternates, Presbytery shall designate an
equal number of Teaching Elders at the Spring Presbytery meeting. Presbytery would determine
the method of selection of its Commissioners whether through a rotational system or through an
election process each year.

Attest: Paul Honomichl, Stated Clerk

See 15-38, p. 105.
13-45,in, 34, p. 106

That Overture 14 (p. 46) from Covenant Presbytery be referred to the proper committee if the Ad
Interim Committee’s recommendations on a representative assembly are not approved by this
assembly.

See 15-38, p. 105.
13-3, p. 50

Overture 29: From the Presbytery of Covenant
The Presbytery of Covenant overtures that the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended as follows:

The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment, and shall consist of Ruling and Teaching Elders from the various Sessions and
Presbyteries of the Denomination as set forth below.

1 Each congregation shall be represented by one Teaching Elder or Ruling elder; this shall be
alternated year by year between Teaching and Ruling Elders;

2. Any congregation having more than 500 members shall have an additional Ruling elder for
each 500 members or fraction thereof, but not to exceed 3 Commissioners;

3. Any congregation not having a Teaching Elder may send a Ruling elder;

4. Any Presbytery having a church or churches within its bounds having more than 500
members shall select a number of Teaching Elders in addition to those selected above in an
equal number to the total additional Ruling Elders selected in that Presbytery in accordance
with Paragraph 2 above;



84 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

5. Any Presbytery having congregations with no Teaching Elder shall select one Teaching Elder
for every two Ruling Elders selected in Paragraph 3 above;

6. Each Presbytery shall establish a rotations system for the churches within its bounds to
ensure an equal amount of Teaching and Ruling Elder Commissioners for that Presbytery;

7.  Each Presbytery shall be authorized to choose one additional Teaching or Ruling Elder from
within the bounds of the Presbytery to ensure an equal number of Teaching and Ruling Elder
Commissioners from the Presbytery;

8. All Commissioners shall be chosen and their names and addresses submitted by the
Presbytery to the Stated Clerk of the Denomination at least two months prior to the date of
each General Assembly;

9. The expenses of each Commissioner should be borne by his home church, if that church is a
member of the Denomination.

Attest: Paul S. Honomichl, Stated Clerk

13-45, m, 38, p. 106

That Overture 29 (p. 50) be referred to the proper committee for study if the Ad Interim
committee’s recommendations on a representative assembly are not approved by this assembly.

See 15-38, p. 105.
14-31,2, p. 106

That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the proposed
amendment to the Book of Church Order Section 14-2 as set out in Exhibit "B" of this report
(Appendix P, p. 437).

See 15-38, p. 105.
14-4, B, p. 42

Overture 17: From Westminster Presbytery

Whereas, Scripture teaches that final judicial decisions must be made by the church (Matthew 18:17);
and

Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith 31:3 states "It belongeth to synods and councils
ministerially to determine controversies of faith and case of conscience,..., to receive complaints in cases
of maladministration, and authoritatively to determine the same’; and

W hereas, BCO 43 sets forth a process for complaints to be heard at the lower courts that should alleviate
many complaints being brought to the General Assembly; and

W hereas, only one complaint was adjudicated at the Thirteenth General Assembly under these rules;
Therefore be it resolved that the Ad Interim Committee on Structure and Procedure of the General
Assembly be instructed to consider no changes in regard to judicial matters that would take away the vote
of a church court as allowed in our confessional standards, and no further changes be made in the judicial
procedure for three years in order that the Assembly can see the effectiveness of the new procedure as set
forth inBCO 43.

Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, January 18, 1986.

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

See 1543, p. 106.
14-37, p. 107

TE E. Langston Haygood came to the chair at the moderator’s request, and the Assembly returned
to consideration of the Committee’s report. Chairman Williamson led in prayer. The Committee of
Commissioners on Judicial Business recommendation to adopt the advice of the Permanent Committee
was approved as follows in place of Recommendation 3 of the Ad Interim Committee (see Appendix P,

p. 427):
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51. That the following report on the Constitutionality of the Report of the Ad-Interim Committee on
the General Assembly be received.
Preface
Itis the responsibility of the Committee on Judicial Business to examine proposed amendments to
the Constitution regarding their ‘constitutionality’. This examination is to evaluate the consistency
of the proposed amendments with the existing documents as well as with the principles of those
documents. It is not the responsibility of the Committee to speak to the merits of the proposed
changes.
Exhibit B: Proposed Amendment to BCO 14-2
Currently a Ruling Elder is a representative of a congregation to the Presbytery and the

General Assembly. In apurely delegated Assembly, the members are delegates of the Presbytery.

The proposed ‘Other Years Assembly’ (I11) may be composed of both. This arrangement is

internally inconsistent, and does not deal with responsibility for expenses (BCO 10-6).

Exhibit C: Proposed Amendments to BCO 15

1. There is a major constitutional change involved in the election of a commission (which acts on

behalf of a court) which may be composed of men not members of that court (New 15-6) elected by

a body (bodies) other than that court (New 15-5). Thus decisions may be rendered (to the point of

their approval by the Assembly) by a body other than the Assembly.

2. The proposed 15-3 takes the Assembly procedure for commission reports (RAO 12-5) and

makes this procedure constitutionally required for presbyteries.

3. Presently BCO 14-1-9 provides a general guide for constitution of committees to include

proportional representations of all Presbyteries ‘whenever possible’. Proposed 15-4 makes this a

constitutional rule in relation to the proposed permanent judicial commission.

4. The proposed "Regional Judicial Commissions™ introduce a regional level of judicial authority

without corresponding regional courts.

Exhibit A and Minority Report
Since no specific amendments to the Constitution were proposed, the Committee on Judicial

Business was unable to evaluate the recommendations of Exhibit A or the Minority Report (See

14-52, 111, 51, p. 129)

A motion to amend the Rules of Assembly Operations, X. Judicial Commissions, by adding the
following new paragraph (as amended) was defeated for lack of the required two-thirds of the registered
commissioners (538 in favor).

C. Prior to the end of each General Assembly, four standing judicial commissions made up of

fifteen (15) members and four (4) alternates each shall be elected on the floor of the General

Assembly from names nominated by the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business (with

nominations allowed from the floor). Nominees for those standing judicial commissions shall be

limited to representatives of presbyteries of four geographical regions as recommended by the

Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business. Any judicial reference arising to the level of

General Assembly between meetings of the General Assembly will be assigned to a standing

judicial commission and, if found in order by it, will be adjudicated. Each standing judicial

commission will operate and report the result of their work to the next General Assembly in
accordance with sections A" and "B" above.
A motion was made and seconded to refer the defeated motion and all matters concerning regional
judicial commissions to the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.
4. That the Ad Interim committee be continued for an additional year to report to the 15th
General Assembly.

See 15-43,p. 106.
TO THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON HEROIC MEASURES
12-10, I1, B, p. 42

Overture 37: From the Presbytery of Illiana

Whereas, medical/technological advancements have made possible the unprecedented prolongation of
life through "*heroic" measures; and

Whereas, our modem American society presents conflicting views on the value of human life; and
Whereas, Scripture clearly places the power of life and death in our Lord’s hands and therefore makes
life and death a spiritual-theological issue; and
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W hereas, great financial, social, emotional, mental, and spiritual pressures are brought to bear upon
families of patients undergoing such "heroic" measures:

Therefore, be it resolved that the Illiana Presbytery overture the Twelfth General Assembly to establish
a committee to study such questions as "What constitutes heroic measures?”, "At what point do modem
medical approaches attempt to usurp the life/death authority of God?", "When may Christians properly
refuse heroic attempts to prolong life?", and to provide helpful Scriptural insight and direction for
families finding themselves in this dilemma.

Attest: Thomas Waldecker, Stated Clerk

12-31,in, 5, p. 102

That Overture 37, be answered in the affirmative and that such a study include Dr. C. Everett Koop
if possible.

Carried over to the Sixteenth General Assembly. See 15-93, p. 196.

14-36, p. 107
The Assembly adopted a procedural motion to postpone until the Fifteenth General Assembly
all reports of ad interim committees except the one on the General Assembly, and that individuals,
churches, and presbyteries be encouraged to continue study of and reflection upon the subjects and
be welcomed to forward to the committees their opinions and suggestions.

TO THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY MASONRY
13-65, IH, 4, p. 133

Whereas, several denominations such as the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, the Christian Reformed Church, and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
have all officially declared Freemasonry as completely incompatible with Christianity and,
Whereas, these denominations have noted that Freemasonry denies many historic Christian
doctrines such as the inerrancy and sole sufficiency of the Bible, the Biblical view of God's
attributes, the existence of the Christian Trinity, salvation by grace alone through Jesus Christ, the
deity of Jesus Christ, the Biblical teaching of a man’s sinful nature, the personal existence of Satan,
and

Whereas, Masonry teaches the universal brotherhood of man and that all mankind will be saved
eventually, that a man is saved by his own works, and that it (Masonry) also is the one immutable
religion upon which all of mankind’s religions are built, including Christianity, and

Whereas, it has been noted that Masonry’s secrecy and destructive oaths are contrary to Scripture;
Therefore be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America meeting at St. Louis, Missouri, appoint a study committee to thoroughly research Masonic
teachings along with these allegations as noted above by other denominations and bring back its
recommendations to the Fourteenth General Assembly.

That this Study Committee consist of four (4) members, the convener to be TE John Otis, and that
the remaining three be appointed by the Moderator.

That funding of the Study Committee on Masonry be set at a budget limit of $4,000, to be paid
from specifically designated funds given to COA.

14-36, p. 107
The Assembly adopted a procedural motion to postpone until the Fifteenth General Assembly
all reports of ad interim committees except the one on the General Assembly, and that individuals,
churches, and presbyteries be encouraged to continue study of and reflection upon the subjects and
be welcomed to forward to the committees their opinions and suggestions.

14-87, p. 189

TE John Otis, chairman led the Assembly in prayer and presented the report as found in
Appendix R, p. 462. The Committee was extended for another year.

See 15-75, p. 162 and Appendix R, p. 464.
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TO THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY IN NUCLEAR AGE
12-36, 111, 9, p. 105

That, in answer to overture 23 to the 1983 General Assembly, this Assembly direct Christian
Education and Publications to establish a study committee to provide a report on the subject of
pastoral guidance regarding nuclear armament and nuclear deterrence, and that the Committee be
asked to present to the Thirteenth General Assembly any Christian viewpoints consistent with
reformed theology.

See 15-30, p. 100.
14-36, p. 107

The Assembly adopted a procedural motion to postpone until the Fifteenth General Assembly
all reports of ad interim committees except the one on the General Assembly, and that individuals,
churches, and presbyteries be encouraged to continue study of and reflection upon the subjects and
be welcomed to forward to the committees their opinions and suggestions.

See 15-30, p. 100.
TO THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PAEDOCOMMUNION
14-4, B, p. 49

Overture 12: From Pacific Northwest Presbytery

Whereas recent studies have made it clear that the practice of the Presbyterian Church in America in
denying the Lord’s Supper to weaned covenant children cannot be defended from the Scripture by some
of our church’s members with our former confidence; and

Whereas an impressive case can be made for paedocommunion which is agreeable to the Scripture and
consistent with reformed ecclcsiology; and

Whereas we are a church determined that the Holy Scripture will be our authority for doctrine and
practice and not the traditions of men, however honored and well-meant; and

Whereas it would be a serious breach of a sacred principle for the Presbyterian Church in America to
insist upon conformity to a custom some of its members no longer believe to be capable of satisfactory
biblical demonstration; but

Whereas for more than four and a half centuries the reformed church has neither practiced
paedocommunion nor given careful consideration to the issue; and

Whereas it is virtually certain to require many years to achieve in our church a uniformity of conviction
regarding the place of covenant children at the Lord’s Table;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Fourteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America,
meeting in Philadelphia, June 23-27, 1986, instruct the Committee on Judicial Business to prepare
modifications of the Book of Church Order so as to permit 1) church sessions, at their discretion, to
admit baptized children to the sacrament by right of the covenant and without regard to the procedures
outlined in 57-1, 2, 4, 5; and 2) young children to be admitted to the Lord’s Table without thereby
incurring the obligation of voting in congregational meetings.

Upon motion of the Presbytery, | was directed to communicate that this Overture to the Fourteenth
General Assembly received approval by the following vote of the Presbytery: For, 17; Against, 13. RE
Don Robertson asked that his dissenting vote be recorded.

Attest: Richard A. Herbert, Stated Clerk
14-52, 28, p. 127

That the General Assembly refer action on Overture 12, p. 49 from Pacific Northwest Presbytery to
the Committee on Paedocommunion to be considered after their study report has been received by



88 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

a subsequent General Assembly.

Carried over to the Sixteenth General Assembly, 15-79, p. 163.

D. JUDICIAL CASES
Case #1: Complaint of TE Erwin Morrison et al. vs. Philadelphia Presbytery

See 15-73, p. 156 for complaint and action.

E. PERSONAL RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED DURING THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Personal Resolution #1 to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures

W hereas the business of the General Assembly should be conducted in an efficient and orderly
manner; and

W hereas the business of the General Assembly is often slowed unnecessarily in an effort to answer
the questions of many individuals, sessions, and presbyteries by erecting various ad interim committees;
and

W hereas these ad interim committees often take years to complete their studies and bring reports
back to the General Assembly at great expense to the General Assembly as well as individual
presbyteries and churches of the PCA;

Therefore | move to dismiss all ad interim committees with thanks and that the General Assembly
refrain from establishing further ad interim committees when less than two-thirds of enrolled delegates
are present and voting.

Signed,
TE Richard Burguet

Answered in the negative. See 15-95, IlI, 4, p. 197.

Personal Resolution #2 to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures
That a committee be appointed by the moderator to plan a celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church at the 16th General Assembly.

Signed,
RE David Coffin

Answered in the affirmative as amended. See 15-95, HI, 15, p. 198.

Personal Resolution #3 to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures

W hereas, since AIDS is the most pressing problem facing not only our Nation’s citizens but also the
world-wide population from a scriptural, political, economic, health, social, and moral standpoint; and

W hereas, there is evidence that our government is not only dragging their feet in dealing with the
problem (U.S. senators admitting they do not know what to do and inadequate funding for research); and
W hereas, the media has not adequately reported the severity of the problem; and

W hereas, AIDS is already an epidemic and pandemic; and

W hereas, AIDS undermines entire countries; and

W hereas, educational approaches by the government and secular schools could be very inadequate and
morally unsound; and

W hereas, churches will soon be confronted with the situation of receiving members with AIDS or
having members contract the disease; and

W hereas, it is possible that some of our pastors could possibly be called to minister to isolated groups of
AIDS sufferers; and

W hereas, missionaries are serving and being sent into Third World countries where AIDS is devastating
to the people, which means that the missionaries and their families will be in serious danger of exposure
to the disease; and

W hereas, the multiplication of AIDS victims will virtually deplete the present blood reserves, already
inadequate to help with present surgical and day-to-day requirements; and
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Whereas, the Nation’s employment force could be badly depleted by AIDS; and

Whereas, hospital beds could be fdled with AIDS cases which will interfere with other patients’ finding
space; and

Whereas, a panic could soon occur in the medical field from doctors and nurses leaving their
professions; and

Whereas, this panic could extend to the general population as happened during the Black Plague; and
Whereas, Surgeon General Everett Koop has likened the Black Plague as a Sunday School picnic when
compared to the AIDS pandemic; and

Whereas, the high cost of AIDS treatment could bankrupt the Social Security system, Medicaid,
insurance companies, and other government funds; and

Whereas, hard-core pornographic adult smut shops are breeding places for AIDS; and

Whereas, AIDS has the potential of creating a very serious civil rights issue; and

Whereas, the AIDS threat could cause many people to turn to the churches for guidance; and

Whereas, we as a church must study the AIDS threat from a scriptural and moral approach;

Therefore, | request the Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America meeting in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, on June 15 through June 19, 1987, to have the moderator appoint a special
committee (before the Assembly adjourns) which will begin work immediately to bring specific
recommendations to the next General Assembly, which recommendations will serve to give direction and
to provide educational guidelines for individuals and churches to use in dealing with the AIDS epidemic
and pandemic; also, due to the urgency of the problem, that the special committee follow the proper
procedure to call a special meeting of the General Assembly, if necessary. The committee is to be
composed of seven persons and the committee is to be funded with $4,200.

Signed,
TE Earl Fair

Answered in the affirmative as amended. See 15-95, 111, 12, p. 197.

15-4 Election of Moderator and Retiring Moderator’s Report.

Moderator Barker opened the floor for nominations for moderator. RE Gerald
Sovereign and RE Bruce Ferg were nominated, and Mr. Sovereign was elected by vote
of 433 to 248.

During the counting of the ballots Moderator Barker presented a brief report on his
year of moderatorial service.

15-5 Presentation to Retiring Moderator.
TE William Fox, chairman of the Committee on Administration, presented a
plaque to the retiring moderator on behalf of the Assembly.

15-6 Election of Assistant and Recording Clerks.

TE Morton Smith, stated clerk, nominated RE Walter Lastovica, timing clerk, and
TE’s Larry Ball and Frank Moser, recording clerks. They were elected. Also, the
Assembly elected all the floor clerks nominated by their respective presbyteries.

James Snyder, Ascension; James Smith, Central Florida; Stanley Gale, Delmarva;

Donald Stark, Eastern Carolina; King Counts, Grace; David Dively, Great Lakes;

Howard Lane, Great Lakes; Steven Jones, Mississippi Valley; Albert Moginot, Jr.,

Missouri; James Smith, New Jersey; Frank E. Smith, Northeast; Frank J. Smith,

Northeast; Steven Shuman, North Georgia; Bruce Stanek, Northern Illinois; Paul

Hill, Palmetto; Jeffrey Carlton, South Carolina; Charles Turner, Southwest; James

Brown, Warrior; Larry Gilpin, Western Carolina; Charles Davidson, Westminster;

Robert LaMay, Delmarva.

15-7 Assistant Parliamentarians.
Moderator Sovereign appointed TE Vaughn Hathaway and RE Jack Williamson to
serve as assistant parliamentarians.
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15-8 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration -
Amendments to Rules for Assembly Operations.

TE Michael Preg, chairman, led in prayer and presented a partial report.
Recommendations A1-4 and B were handled at this time. (See 15-91, p. 184 for the
text of the report.)

15-9 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business -
Judicial Commission Appointed.

RE Julian Davis, chairman, led in prayer and presented a partial report.
Recommendation 5 regarding the judicial commission was handled at this time. (See
15-83, p. 167 for the text of the report.)

15-10 Greetings from National Association of Evangelicals.

TE Leon Warded introduced Dr. Billy Melvin, Executive Director of the NAE,
who addressed the Assembly. Recommendation 9 of the Committee of Commissioners
on Interchurch Relations Report was handled at this time. (See 15-80, p. 163, for the
text of the report.)

15-11 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration -
Building.

On motion the order of the day was changed from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. for recess and
from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. TE Michael Preg, chairman, led in prayer and presented
Recommendation 34 and 35 (See 15-91, p. 184 for the text of the report).

15-12 Recess.
The Assembly recessed at 6:00 p.m. with prayer by the moderator.

MINUTES-MONDAY EVENING
June 15,1987

Second Session

15-13 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:05 p.m. with the singing of "Praise to the Lord, the

Almighty" and prayer led by TE William Stanway.

15-14 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration -
Building.

TE Michael Preg continued the Committee’s report, beginning with prayer.
Recommendation 36 was handled at this time. (See 15-91, p. 184 for the text of the

report.)

15-15 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North
America - Ammendment to Rules for Assembly Operations.

TE Robert Wilson, chairman, led in prayer and presented a partial report of the
Committee. Recommendation 18 was handled at this time. (See 15-60, p. 124 for the
text of the report.)
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15-16 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business -
Amendment to Rules for Assembly Operations.

RE Julian Davis, chairman, led in prayer and presented another item from the
Committee. Recommendation 18 was handled at this time. (See 15-83, p. 167 for the
text of the report.)

15-17 Partial Report of the Committee on Review and Control of Presbyteries.

TE Lawrence Lunceford, chairman, led in prayer and presented a partial report of
the Committee. Recommendations V, B, 1- 3 were handled at this time. (See 15-96, p.
199 for the text of the report.)

15-18 Overture from Delmarva Presbytery.
TE Palmer Robertson presented Overture 37 (15-3, p. 40) from Delmarva
Presbytery. The question was divided and the three resolutions were all defeated.

15-19 Personal Resolution #1.

The Personal Resolution #1 (15-3, p. 88) was received from TE Richard Burguet
and referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures. (See 15-95,
m,4, p. 197)

15-20 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration -
Church/State Report.

TE Michael Preg continued the Committee’s report, beginning with prayer.
Recommendation 32 was handled at this time. A substitute motion was moved and
seconded to receive the report and pass it down to the presbyteries for their
consideration. It was subsequently adopted. (See 15-91, p. 184 for the text of the COA
report and Appendix Q, p. 429 for the text of the Church/State Report.)

The following protest to the action of the Assembly in receiving and passing down
to the presbyteries for their consideration the Church/State Study Committee Report
from TE Roland Barnes was judged temperate, received, and ordered spread upon the
Minutes in 15-42, p. 106. Itis included here for easier reference.

Whereas, the 13th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America directed the
moderator to appoint a subcommittee to study issues regarding Church/State relations; and
W hereas, the Church/State Subcommittee which was appointed did seriously and judiciously study
the area of Church/State relations in general as well as the specific areas of taxation, education, civil
disobedience, and incorporation; and
Whereas the Church/State Subcommittee met for over a period of one year and subsequendy
unanimously adopted the report submitted to the 15th General Assembly; and
W hereas, the Administration Committee of the Presbyterian Church in America recommended the
adoption of the Church/State Subcommittee’s report by an overwhelming majority; and
W hereas, approximately nine months ago the report of the Church/State Subcommittee was sent to
the sessions of the particular churches of the Presbyterian Church in America in accord with the action
taken by the 14th General Assembly
“that churches and/or individuals be requested to study the report and submit questions,
suggestions or objections to COA by January 1,1987"; and
Whereas, it was expected that delegates to the 15th General Assembly would come to the
Assembly prepared to debate the report and vote on it; and
W hereas, when a delegate to the Assembly urged the commissioners to debate the report and vote
on it because the sessions had already received it and studied it, many on the floor of the Assembly broke
out in laughter; and



92 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

W hereas, it is the privilege of the General Assembly "to decide in all controversies respecting
doctrine and discipline; to give its advice and instruction in conformity with the Constitution, in all cases
submitted to it” (BCO 14-6)\

Be it therefore resolved that the undersigned do humbly and with great disappointment protest the
decision of the General Assembly to only "receive" the report of the Subcommittee and in failing to
debate the report and proceed to vote on it.

Others concurring in the protest:

TE Mark Dalbey; RE Lawrence Pratt; RE George Caler; TE Harold Hight; TE Scott Reiber; TE Peter
Stazen; TE Carl Bogue; TE Seth Skolnitsky; TE Eric Dye; TE David Brewer, TE Joseph Grider; TE
David Stone; TE Vaughn Hathaway, Jr; RE James Luce.

15-21 Commission of the 14th General Assembly Adjudicating the Case of TE
Carl Bogue et al vs. Presbytery of the Ascension.

TE Stephen Smallman led in prayer and began the presentation of the
Commission’s report (See 15-63, p. 129 for the text). Upon the receipt of two
constitutional inquiries which were referred to the Committee on Judicial Business,
further consideration of the Commission’s report was suspended until a report could be
brought back to the floor from the Committee. See 15-62, p. 128 for the text of the
constitutional inquiries and the advice

The ruling of the chair that the first inquiry was in order was challenged and then
sustained by the Assembly.

15-22 Recess.
On motion the Assembly voted to recess at 10:05 p.m. and RE Richard Chewning
led in the closing prayer.

MINUTES-TUESDAY MORNING
June 16,1987

Third Session

15-23 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:30 a.m. with the singing of "Be Still, My Soul" and

prayer led by TE James Baird.

15-24 Reading of the Minutes.

The Minutes of the previous day’s sessions having been printed and made
available to commissioners, the Assembly agreed to dispense with the oral reading of
the Minutes and to submit corrections, additions, or deletions to the recording clerks.

15-25 Report of the Stated Clerk.

TE Morton Smith, Stated Clerk, led in prayer and presented his report (Appendix
A, p. 228). The following list of new churches received or organized since the
Fourteenth General Assembly was presented to the Assembly.



Presbytery
Calvary

Central Carolina

Central Florida

Central Georgia

Delmarva

Eastern Canada

Evangel

Grace
Gulf Coast

Korean SE

Korean SW

Mid-America

North Georgia

North Texas

Northeast
Northern Illinois

Pacific

Palmetto

Churches Added in 1986-87

Church
Woodruff Road
Bible
Countryside
Grace

Shearer

Unity

Community

Camden Comm.
St. Andrews

Cornerstone
Glasgow Ref.
Heritage

Pot Nets

Good Shepherd
Grace

Pres. Ref.
Salem

Pine Ridge
Christ

Korean Zion
Korean Riverside

Eden Korean
Korean Ch of A&M
Korean Young-Nak

Christ
New Covenant

Bethel
Covenant
Trinity Evan.

Arlington
Trinity

Faith Reformed
Westminster

Aliso Creek
Knox

Trinity
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Address
Simpsonville, SC
Concord, NC
Cameron, NC
Harrisburg, NC
Mooresville, NC
Charlotte, NC
Safety Harbor, FL

St. Marys, GA
Columbus, GA

Manassas, VA
Glasgow, DE
Warrenton, VA
Millsboro, DE
Timmons, ON

Ft. Payne, AL
Pleasant Grove, AL
Alpine, AL
Natchez, MS
Mobile, AL

Baltimore, MD
Atlanta, GA

San Leandro, CA
Bryan, TX
Dallas, TX

Olathe, KS
Bartlesville, OK

Duluth, GA
Carrollton, GA
Covington, GA

Arlington, TX
Plano, TX

Groton, CT
Paxton, IL

Laguna Niguel, CA
San Bemadino, CA

Orangeburg, SC

Date Rec.
06/15/86
10/12/86
05/03/87
05/25/87
10/25/86
12/07/86
11/16/86

02/22/87
06/01/86

06/22/86
05/13/86
06/22/86
05/10/87
09/14/86
05/17/87
05/24/87
03/29/87
05/12/87
12/07/86

04/28/87
04/28/87

04/15/86
04/15/86
10/15/86

10/05/86
08/24/86

02/15/87
03/29/87
09/28/86

05/24/87
05/31/87

03/29/87
05/31/87

12/14/86
05/10/87

10/09/86

Source
Organized
BPC
Organized
Organized
PCUSA
Ind

Organized

Organized
Organized

Organized
Organized
Organized
Organized
Organized
Organized
Ind
PCUSA
PCUSA
Organized

Korean
Ind

Organized
Organized

Organized
Organized
Organized

Organized
Organized

Organized
Ind

Organized
Independent

Organized
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Philadelphia Providence York, PA 02/09/86 Organized
Siouxlands Good Shepherd Twin Cities, MN 05/31/87 Organized
South Texas Cypress Lake Houston, TX 11/09/86 Organized
Evangelical San Antonio, TX 09/20/86 Organized
New Life McAllen, TX 05/03/87 Organized
Southern Florida Marco Island Marco Island, FL Organized
Providence W. Palm Beach, FL Organized
St. Andrews Hollywood, FL PCUSA
Southwest Metro Glendale, AZ 02/01/87 Organized
Word of Life Gilbert, AZ 06/01/87 Organized
Tennessee Valley Christ Comm. Franklin, TN 11/16/86 Organized
Evergreen Sevierville, TN 11/02/86 Organized
Warrior Catherine Catherine, AL 02/25/86 PCUSA
Western Carolina Westminster Boone, NC 05/03/87 Organized

He then presented the proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order.
Actions were taken as follows:

Item 1: That BCO 45 be amended as follows:

"45-1 Any member of a court who had a right to vote on a question, and is not satisfied with the
action taken by that court, is entitled to have a dissent or protest recorded. Written notice of
such dissent or protest shall be filed with the clerk of the court no later than the end of the
next stated meeting of the court.

45-2 A dissent is a declaration on the part of one or more members of a minority, expressing a
different opinion from the majority in its action on any issue before the court, and may be
accompanied with the reasons on which it is founded.

45-3 A protest is a more solemn and formal declaration by members of a minority, bearing their
testimony against what they deem an improper or erroneous action on any issue before the
court, and is generally accompanied with the reasons on which it is founded.

45-4 If a protest or dissent be couched in temperate language, and be respectful to the court, it
shall be recorded; and the court may, if deemed necessary, put an answer to the dissent or
protest on the records along with it. Here the matter shall end, unless the parties obtain
permission to withdraw their dissent or protest absolutely, or for the sake of amendment.

45-5 None can join in dissent or protest against an action of any court except those who had a right
to vote in the case.” Adopted

PRESBYTERY FOR AGAINST  ABSTAIN
ASCENSION 45 0 0
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA 33 0 0
CENTRAL FLORIDA 51 0 0
CENTRAL GEORGIA 31 7 1
COVENANT 42 4 1
DELMARVA 6 45 25
EASTERN CANADA 12 0 1
EASTERN CAROLINA 17 0 0
EVANGEL 28 0 2
GRACE 48 0 0
GREAT LAKES 30 0 0
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GULF COAST 22 0 3
ILLIANA 16 0 0
JAMES RIVER 21 0 0
KOREAN CENTRAL 10 0 0
KOREAN EASTERN

KOREAN SOUTH 6 2 2
KOREAN SOUTHWEST

LOUISIANA 24 0 1
MID-AMERICA 18 0 2
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 57 0 0
MISSOURI 17 0 1
NEW JERSEY 21 0 4
NEW RIVER 22 0 0
NORTH GEORGIA 49 2 0
NORTH TEXAS 1 9 6
NORTHEAST 25 0 0
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 15 0 0
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 29 0 3
PALMETTO 66 0 0
PHILADELPHIA 42 0 0
SIOUXLANDS 20 0 2
SOUTH TEXAS n 0 4
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 43 0 0
SOUTHERN FLORIDA 59 0 1
SOUTHWEST 36 0 0
TENNESSEE VALLEY 1 50 4
WARRIOR 25 0 1
WESTERN CAROLINA 43 1 0
WESTMINSTER 41 0 2

For 35 Against 3 Abstain

I: That BCO Chapters 42 and 43 be amended as follows:

42-4 change "fifteen (15)" to "thirty (30)"

43-2 change "fifteen (15)" to "thirty (30)"

43-3 change "fifteen (15)" to "thirty (30)" Adopted
PRESBYTERY FOR AGAINST  ABSTAIN
ASCENSION 48 0 0
CALVARY
CENTRAL CAROLINA 33 0 0
CENTRAL FLORIDA 40 14 2
CENTRAL GEORGIA 25 12 1
COVENANT 42 1 0
DELMARVA 62 5 4
EASTERN CANADA 13 0 0
EASTERN CAROLINA 18 0 1
EVANGEL 5 22 0
GRACE 48 0 0
GREAT LAKES 30 0 0
GULF COAST 27 0 0
ILLIANA 15 1 0
JAMES RIVER 21 0 0
KOREAN CENTRAL 10 0 0

KOREAN EASTERN
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KOREAN SOUTH 4 2 4
KOREAN SOUTHWEST

LOUISIANA 26 0 2
MID-AMERICA 19 0 1
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 50 0 1
MISSOURI 17 1 0
NEW JERSEY 21 0 4
NEW RIVER 22 0 0
NORTH GEORGIA 49 0 2
NORTH TEXAS 3 14 2
NORTHEAST 25 0 2
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 15 0 0
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 30 0 2
PALMETTO 63 1 0
PHILADELPHIA 42 0 0
SIOUXLANDS 17 8 1
SOUTH TEXAS 1n 0 4
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 39 5 0
SOUTHERN FLORIDA 60 0 0
SOUTHWEST 36 1 0
TENNESSEE VALLEY 0 51 1
WARRIOR 26 0 0
WESTERN CAROLINA 43 1 0
WESTMINSTER 41 0 1

For 34 Against 4

The clerk noted that the proposed invitation for joining and receiving to the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church had failed to achieve the needed two-thirds vote of the
presbyteries.

PRESBYTERY FOR AGAINST  ABSTAIN
ASCENSION 35 13 3
CALVARY 30 34 0
CENTRAL CAROLINA 7 25 1
CENTRAL FLORIDA 33 26 1
CENTRAL GEORGIA 8 32 0
COVENANT 25 15 6
DELMARVA 41 37 2
EASTERN CANADA 10 0 3
EASTERN CAROLINA 12 5 0
EVANGEL 8 21 0
GRACE 15 32 0
GREAT LAKES 29 1 0
GULFCOAST 4 18 4
ILLIANA 13 4 0
JAMES RIVER 0 21 0
KOREAN CENTRAL 9 1 0
KOREAN EASTERN,

KOREAN SOUTH 10 0 1
KOREAN SOUTHWEST

LOUISIANA 25 2 0
MID-AMERICA 0 20 0
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 13 47 3
MISSOURI 15 4 0
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NEW JERSEY 23 0 0
NEW RIVER 12 9 1
NORTH GEORGIA 22 29 1
NORTH TEXAS 10 n 3
NORTHEAST 29 1 0
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 4 12 0
PACIFIC 19 6 6
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 29 2 1
PALMETTO 13 48 7
PHILADELPHIA 42 4 3
SIOUXLANDS 33 1 0
SOUTH TEXAS 4 16 0
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 3 46 0
SOUTHERN FLORIDA 23 38 2
SOUTHWEST 26 n 1
TENNESSEE VALLEY 17 34 0
WARRIOR 24 4 0
WESTERN CAROLINA 29 9 3
WESTMINSTER 27 10 6
For 24 Against 16

15-26 Assistant Parliamentarian.
TE Vaughn Hathaway being needed for a committee meeting, the Moderator
appointed TE Joseph Pipa to serve in his absence.

15-27 Appointment of Committee on Thanks.
The Moderator appointed TE Robert Schoof, RE Howard Bankus, and TE Billy
Davies to serve as the Assembly’s Committee on Thanks.

15-28 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Insurance, Annuities,
and Relief.

TE John Robertson, chairman, led in prayer and presented two items from the
Committee. Recommendations 9, 10, and 11 were handled at this time. (See 15-68, p.
152 for the text of the report.)

15-29 Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World.

The Moderator called on RE Richard Chewning to assume the chair for a time. TE
Charles Cobb, chairman of the Committee, led in prayer and presented the report. On
motion the Assembly voted to suspend the reading of the entire report and proceed
directly to the recommendations. Recommendation 11 was adopted following brief
words to the Assembly by Mr. Kyle, who then led the Assembly in prayer, particularly
for Intervarsity Christian Fellowship.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Reviewing of the minutes of the Permanent Committee of MTW dated
September 12, 1986; November 21, 1986; February 13, 1987; May 15, 1987.
B. Report of the Permanent Committee on MTW to the 15th General Assembly.
C. Overture #24 from Philadelphia Presbytery to the GA.
D. Auditor’s Report.
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Il. Major Issues Discussed
All the matters of business referred (A, B, C, and D above) plus a special report on
illegal aliens in the United States.

I11. Recommendations

1

That the General Assembly express its gratitude to God for the staff, the
missionaries and candidates of MTW and that we ask Him to continue to
meet their spiritual, physical and emotional needs. Adopted
That the General Assembly express its appreciation to the presbyteries,
churches and individual members who faithfully pray for and financially
support the missionary outreach of Mission to the World. Adopted
That the General Assembly express its appreciation to TE Paul McKaughan
for the ten years of diligent service he has given as Coordinator of Mission to
the World and for the excellent job he has done. We wish him and his family
God’s richest blessings as he undertakes his new responsibilities as Associate
International Director of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization.

Adopted
That the General Assembly express its gratitude to Coordinator of Overseas
Operations and Acting Coordinator Carl Wilhelm, to Administrative Director
Gerald D. Longe, to Coordinator of Personnel John Rollo, to Pastor-at-Large
Donald B. Patterson, to Coordinator of Latin America Operations Donald H.
Gahagen, Jr., to Missionary-Evangelist Jimmy Lyons, to SIMA Coordinator
Dan Porter, and to the entire MTW staff for exemplary service to our Lord in
behalf of our denomination and its missionaries. Adopted
That the General Assembly urge our churches to obey the words of our Lord
to pray the Lord of the harvest that He would send laborers into His harvest
fields and that May 15, 1988, be observed as a day of prayer for world
evangelization. Adopted
That seminaries at which PCA candidates study, presbyteries and churches be
urged to publish the need for ordained teaching elders to serve on Mission to
the World’s church-planting teams. Adopted
That the General Assembly urge the churches to make themselves aware of
the suffering peoples of the world and that a special offering for world relief
be taken during the Easter season of 1988. Adopted
That the proposed budgets of MTW and SIMA be approved.

Deferred, See 15-91, 111, 12 & 13, p. 189

. That the cooperative agreement with the Lausanne Committee for World

Evangelization be approved.

That the cooperative agreement with the Nairobi Evangelical Graduate
School of Theology be approved.

That the cooperative agreement with Peninsular Presbytery be approved.

That the cooperative agreement with World Servants be approved.

That the cooperative agreement with the Committee on Foreign Missions of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church be approved.

That the cooperative agreement with English Language Institute/China be
approved.

TTiat the cooperative agreement with Church Resource Ministries be
approved.
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(See Appendix L, p. 373 for copies of the agreements as well as the doctrinal
statements and board of directors for each agency.) Adopted
That the following clarification received from Liebenzell Mission be referred
to the Fifteenth General Assembly as information in response to the concerns
expressed by the Fourteenth General Assembly and that the cooperative
agreement be approved. Adopted

Excerpt from letter from Dr. Rufus Jones, executive director of Liebenzell Mission,
dated September 12,1986, to John Rollo:

"I personally agree that the Holy Spirit leads a person to faith in Jesus as the divine
Son of God who died on the cross for our sins. Through His death we are reconciled to
God! Romans 5:1,2,8-10. ‘Much more,” Paul said, ‘Having been reconciled we shall
be saved by His life.” ‘Therefore, we were buried with Him through the baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead we also should walk in newness of
life.” Romans 5:9, 6:4-11. We are bom again as a result of the faith implanted within
our hearts by the Holy Spirit..."

Although Dr. Jones said, "1 personally agree,” we have a letter from Adelbert
Kuenszel, secretary of Liebenzell Mission U. S. A. as follows:

"It was moved by G. KAISER seconded by W. HOEFFLIN voted by the Board to
acknowledge agreement with Dr. Jones’ letter to Mr. John Rollo, September 12, 1986,
Mission to the World, Decatur, Georgia." (See Appendix L, p. 388)

That TE John E. Kyle be elected the next Coordinator of Mission to the
World by the Fifteenth General Assembly with service to begin on March 1,
1988. Since TE Kyle underwent a theological examination by General
Assembly when appointed first coordinator of MTW and has continued as an
official consultant to MTW, and since he has remained in good standing with
his presbytery (Mississippi Valley), we believe that no theological re-

examination need be required. Adopted
That RE Carl Wilhelm serve as Acting Coordinator until March 1, 1988.
Adopted

That the Assembly allow Jimmy Lyons to address it for 5 minutes with
information about illegal aliens entering our Mexican Border, to explain a
potential plan to reach them for Christ through a cooperative ministry
between MNA/MTW and to ask the presbyteries and congregations to pray.

Adopted
That Overture #24, p. 54, from Philadelphia Presbytery be answered in the
negative. Adopted

Grounds:  While greatly appreciative of the work of the Philadelphia
Presbytery, the MTW staff is already in the midst of preparing a revised
itineration plan.

15. That the minutes of 9/12/86, 11/21/86, 2/13/87, and 5/15/87 of MTW
permanent committee be approved. Adopted
16. That the report as a whole be adopted, pending adoption of the budget.
Adopted
Commissioners Present:
Presbytery Commissioner
Covenant TE Barry Waugh
Covenant TE Steve Sanford
Delmarva RE Richard Larson

Evangel

RE Tom Leopard
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Grace

Illiana

Mississippi Valley
New Jersey

New River

North Georgia
North Texas
Northeast
Northern Illinois
Palmetto
Philadelphia
Siouxlands
Southeast Alabama
Southern Florida
Southwest
Tennessee Valley
Warrior
Westminster
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TE Richard Burguet

TE Paul T. McHenry III
RE John G. Caden

RE E. Andrews Grinstead I1I
TE Charles W. McNutt
TE James A. Jones, Jr.
TE Charles Cobb

TE Frank E. Smith

TE Peter R. Vaughn

RE Jay Chenault

RE David Lachman

TE Kent Seldal

TE Milton Cutchen

RE William Campbell
TE Bernard Kuiper

RE Howard Bankus

TE William Rose

TE Henry E. Johnson

Respectfully Submitted,
TE Charles Cobb, Chairman
TE Peter R. Vaughn, Secretary

Clerk’s Note: Recommendation 15 was handled in 15-100, p. 222. It is included here
by direction of the Assembly.

The Assembly recessed briefly for refreshment, with RE Russell Doig leading in
prayer. The session was reconvened with prayer by TE Frederick Fowler.

15-30 Ad Interim Committee on Christian Responsibility in a Nuclear Age.

RE Jack Williamson assumed the chair for the following report. TEM
led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report (Appendix U, p. 517). See 15-33, p.
101 for actions taken. Discussion was arrested by the order of the day for worship at
11:30 a.m.

15-31 Morning Worship and Recess.
The Assembly worshiped together under the leadership of Tennessee Valley
Presbytery. The session was concluded with the benediction of the service.

MINUTES--TUESDAY AFTERNOON
June 16, 1987

Fourth Session

15-32 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of "Guide Me, O Thou
Great Jehovah" and prayer led by RE Nelson Kennedy.
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15-33 Ad Interim Committee on Christian Responsibility in a Nuclear Age.

The Assembly voted to take fifteen minutes to continue this Committee’s report
from 15-30, p. 100 (See Appendix U, p. 517 for the text). Following the defeat of
substitutes and the Minority Report, the Majority Report’s recommendation was
adopted as follows:

That the Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America,
meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan, adopt the report entitled "Christian Responsibility
in the Nuclear Age" as a reliable summary of biblical principles for pastoral guidance
regarding nuclear armament and nuclear deterrence, and direct the Committee on
Christian Education to make copies available to our constituency and other interested
parties. Adopted

The Committee was dismissed with thanks.
TE Arnold Robertstad requested his negative vote to be recorded.

The following dissent by TE Byron Curtis was found to be in temperate and
respectful language and was received (15-82, p. 167) and ordered spread upon the
minutes. Itis included here for easier reference.

I respectfully submit that the 15th General Assembly erred in adopting the Majority Report
on Nuclear Warfare. While | agree with the substance of the report and find it to be substantive
pastoral advice to those in the military, the chaplaincy, and the defense industry, the Report fails to
provide such substantive pastoral advice to Christians at large, and, in effect, fosters an attitude of
"nuclear complacency™ among us.

| commend to my brothers the following statements in the Minority Report:

1) "Arms negotiations that genuinely offer promise of a more secure and just peace should be

supported by Christians...”

2) "Christians should seek to influence policy that promises to make the world a more secure place

to live."

3) "The Church’s role as intercessor must be taken more seriously.”

However, | lament the Report’s failure to give Christians substantive pastoral advice in carrying

out these goals, and in evaluating the multitude of nuclear-reduction proposals now before the

world. How should we evaluate such proposals? What should we do to fulfill our godly
responsibility as the citizens of the Peacable Kingdom? This report does not tell us.

Others agreeing in the dissent: RE Howard Lane, TE Bruce Robinson.

The following protest of TE Robert Vincent, Sr., was found to be in temperate and
respectful language and was received (15-89, p. 184) and ordered spread upon the
minutes. It is included here for easier reference.

The undersigned commissioners to the Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America respectfully protest the action of the Assembly in adopting "Christian
Responsibility in the Nuclear Age". In making pronouncements on civil matters which depend so
heavily on information other than the Bible, the Church compromises her historic position that the
Visible Church is a spiritual body. Our "decrees and determinations, if consonant to the Word of
God, are to be received with reverence and submission, not only for their agreement with the Word,
but also for the power whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God appointed thereunto in
His Word". (The Confession of Faith, XXXI, v.)

It is precisely because we are speaking God’s Word with God’s authority that we "are to
handle, or conclude nothing, but that which is ecclesiastical...." (WCF XXXI, v.) We are
competent to examine what the Bible says on a subject and speak with God’s authority on that
subject. We have spoken competently on war in Chapter XXIII of our Confession of Faith.

"The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be
examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the
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Scripture.” (WCF I,x, emphases added) When a Church compromises the principle of Sola
Scriptura, she runs the risk of violating her trust to allow liberty of conscience, for "God alone is
Lord of the conscience and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men...."
(WCF, XX. ii).

Others agreeing in the protest: RE Lewis Peacock, TE Robert Yost, TE William H. Smith, TE
James Truitt, Jr., RE Richard Springer, TE Paul Zettcrholm, RE John Purcell, TE Robert Hamilton,
RE William Harris V.

RE David Coffin was appointed by the Assembly (15-90, p. 184) to prepare a

response which the Assembly received and ordered spread upon the minutes.

The Assembly wishes to thank our protesting brothers for stating so clearly the great
doctrines of the Scripture as they are set forth in our Confession of Faith. The Assembly is pleased
to take this opportunity to re-affirm our committment to these doctrines. However, the Assembly
responds to our protesting brothers by asserting that it is our judgment that the paper in question is,
in substance, in conformity with these very doctrines, and is thus worthy of a court of the Church,
and the consideration of its members. We believe this paper to be a "reliable summary of biblical
principles" both "expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence™ deduced
from Scripture (WCF 1.6).

Clerks’ Note: The name of the Committee was changed by this report.

15-34 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant Theological Seminary.

RE John Barnes, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.

Items of Business

1. The Administration’s Report

2. Minutes of the Board of Trustees

3. Minutes of the Executive Committee

4. The Audit of the year ending June 30, 1986.

5. The 1987-88 Budget.

Subjects Discussed

1 The caliber and quality of CTS, its administration, faculty and staff, and its
ministry to the PCA. The Committee continued to express great satisfaction
with this PCA agency.

2. The need for greater support from more PCA churches for CTS operating
expenses, while communicating a sense of the stability of an institution
without capital indebtedness.

3. The importance of a strong and concise Statement of Purpose as an
expression of the overall vision of the Seminary.

4. The continuing faculty emphasis on improved standards and new programs
for preparing graduates for the gospel ministry, evangelism explosion, church
planting, biblical counselling and the addition of new curricula for other than
candidates for ordination.

5. The new pre-admission assessment centers and a student assessment program
for the seminary church planting curriculum.

6. Business carried over from the 14th GA (15-3, p. 60). Item 14-57 was
complied with. 14-74 addressed below.

7. Developing programs and goals including promotional efforts, enrollment
objectives and student housing. Present enrolling students average 30 years
of age.
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I1l. Recommendations

1

2.

o

10.

11.

12.

That the president of CTS, TE Paul Kooistra, be invited to speak to the GA
for five minutes. Adopted

That Minutes of Board of Trustees of May 16 & 17, 1986; September 26 &
27, 1986; January 30 & 31, 1987 and May 15 & 16, 1987 be approved with
notations and the exception that, while adequate evaluation of the President
was made, it was not recorded in the minutes as called for by the Fourteenth
General Assembly (14-74); and that the Minutes of the Executive Committee
of December 12, 1986 be approved with notations. Adopted

That the Audit of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1986 be approved. Adopted

That the 1987-88 Budget be approved. Deferred, 15-91,111,9, p. 188

That the GA commend CTS for its concise Statement of purpose as a
Seminary of the PCA:

"The purpose of Covenant Theological Seminary is to train servants of the
triune God, in walking with God, in interpreting and communicating God’s

Word, and in leading God’s people." Adopted
That the GA strongly urge PCA churches to acquaint and avail themselves of
the resources of CTS. Adopted

That the GA strongly urge the churches to meet COA’s Askings per
communicant member. Reason: even though CTS has seen increased
support in the past year, only approximately 40% of the churches in the PCA
provide any support to the Seminary. Adopted
That CTS be commended for broadening the base of their MDiv program to
train a larger number of the body of Christ for specialized ministries not
requiring ordination while still maintaining their focus on preparing men for

ordination to the gospel ministry. Adopted
That the church be requested to be in prayer for CTS, especially during its
review for accreditation in October 11-14, 1987. Adopted
That CTS be commended for their farsightedness in developing plans for new
and expanded student housing. Adopted

That the 15th GA of the PCA express its deep gratitude to the faculty and
staff of CTS for their diligence and faithfulness in serving the church of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Adopted
That the report as a whole be adopted, pending the adoption of the budget.
Adopted

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Thomas M. Gregory
Calvary RE John Barnes

TE L. Kenneth Hash

Central Carolina
Central Georgia
Covenant
Delmarva
Eastern Carolina
Evangel

Grace

Great Lakes
Louisiana

RE Neal Ham
TE Billy Spink
RE Russell Doig

TE G. Bruce Robinson

RE Robert Hezlep

TE George Crocker

RE Gerald Kaney
RE James Wilkins
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Missouri RE Jack Carran

North Georgia TE Douglas Griffith
North Texas TE George Soltau
Northern Illinois TE Robert Smallman
Pacific Northwest RE Maurie McPhee
Siouxlands TE Dennis Eide
Southeast Alabama TE John M. McArthur, Jr.
Southwest TE Fred McFarland
Western Carolina TE William Laxton

Respectfully Submitted,
RE John Barnes, Chairman
RE Russell Doig, Secretary

TE Paul Kooistra, president of the Seminary, yielded his time to TE Philip Douglass,
who spoke briefly to the Assembly.

15-35 Southwest Presbytery Directed to Meet.

The Assembly adopted the following directive at the request of the commissioners
from Southwest Presbytery: "That the General Assembly order the Southwest
Presbytery to meet at the Assembly to conduct the business of examining Seung Ho
Lim for ordination with the assistance of members of Southwest Korean Presbytery and
others at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday; further, request that the General Assembly excuse
Southwest Presbytery and other Koreans assisting from the floor from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Tuesday in order that they may complete this business."

15-36 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly - Judicial Business Advice.

RE Jack Williamson, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s
report.

RE Julian Davis, chairman of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial
Business, was recognized, led in prayer, and presented a report from his Committee
bearing on the matter (See 15-83, IlI, 6, p. 169). Recommendation 6 was adopted, to
the effect that without approval or disapproval the Permanent Committee report directly
to the Assembly at this time. TE Rodney King, chairman of the (permanent)
Committee on Judicial Business, was recognized, led in prayer, and presented the report
of the Committee for information (See Appendix J, I, 6, p. 327).

The following procedural motion for discussing, debating, and voting on the Ad
Interim Committee’s report was then moved:

That the Assembly resolve itself into a "'quasi committee of the whole" to hear the

majority and minority position on each issue, with no motion to amend or vote, but

with questions permitted, and with specific time allotted. Upon the expiration of
the allotted time the Committee of the Whole shall automatically rise and proceed
to debate and vote on each issue. This process shall be repeated for each of these

issues (1) Representative Assembly, (2) Judicial Business Procedure, (3)

Nominations, and (4) Structure (Exhibits D through L). Time allotted to each in

"quasi committee of the whole" as follows: Representative Assembly - 15 minutes

to the majority and 15 minutes to the minority; Judicial Business - 20 minutes to

the majority and 20 minutes to the minority; Nominations - 15 minutes to the
majority and 15 minutes to the minority; Structure - 20 piinutes to the majority and
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20 minutes to the minority. Exhibits M through P of the Committee Report shall
be considered without going to "quasi committee of the whole". Adopted

Report continued in 15-38.

The Assembly recessed for refreshment at 3:07 p.m. and was led in prayer by TE
Samuel Park. Business resumed at 3:35 p.m. following prayer by TE Paul Settle.

15-37 Personal Resolution #2.

The Personal Resolution #2 (15-3, p. 88) was received from RE David Coffin and
referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures. (See 15-95, lIl,
15, p. 198)

15-38 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly - Representative Assembly.
RE Jack Williamson continued the report of the Committee from 15-36, p. 104, the
Assembly moving as adopted into a quasi committee of the whole and then rising for
debate and action. Recommendation 1 of the Majority Report (Appendix S, p. 475)
proposing a delegated assembly was defeated by vote of 329 affirmative, 423 negative.
Recommendation 1of the Minority Report was then adopted as follows:

1 That the Committee’s proposed ammendment to BCO 14-2, providing for a
delegated assembly, be rejected, and if the life of the Ad Interim Committee is
extended, that the Committee be directed not to pursue the concept of a delegated
assembly further. Adopted

Report continued in 15-43, p. 106.

15-39 Personal Resolution #3.

The Personal Resolution #3 (15-3, p. 88) was received from TE Earl Fair and
referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures. (See 15-95, llI,
12, p. 197)

15-40 Recess.
The Assembly recessed for dinner at 5:30 p.m. with prayer by TE E.C. Cooley.

MINUTES-TUESDAY EVENING
June 16,1987

Fifth Session

15-41 Assembly Reconvened.

The Assembly reconvened for the program presentation at 7:40 p.m. RE Earl
Witmer began with prayer and all joined to sing "O for a Thousand Tongues" and "We
Have Heard the Joyful Sound”. The Covenant College singers offered two anthems,
"Fairest Lord Jesus" and "’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus". TE Paul Kooistra read
Psalm 96. TE Terry Gyger and TE Charles Dunahoo exhorted the brethren, with the
audio-visual, "Vision 2000" being presented between their remarks. The program
concluded with the singing of "To God Be the Glory" and the benediction by TE
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Kennedy Smartt. A ten-minute recess was declared at 8:50 and the Assembly returned
for business at 9:00 p.m., being led in prayer by TE Leonard Bullock.

15-42 Protest Regarding Church/State Report.

A protest to the action of the Assembly in receiving and passing down to the
presbyteries for their consideration the report of the Church/State Study Committee was
received from TE Roland Barnes at this time (See 15-20, p. 91, for the text).

15-43 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly - Judicial Procedures.
RE Jack Williamson, chairman, led in prayer and the Assembly moved again into
a quasi committee of the whole. He introduced TE Paul Gilchrist to present the
"Judicial Business" portion of the Committee’s report (continued from 15-38, p. 105).
The Assembly subsequently rose for debate and action. Recommendation 2 of the
Majority Report was adopted as follows:
2. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendment to the Book of Church Order Chapter 15 as set out in Exhibit
"B" to this report.

EXHIBIT "B"
Proposals for Restructuring the Judicial Business of the General Assembly.
A. Recommend amendments to the Book of Church Order, so that they read as
follows:

Amended 15-1. A commission differs from an ordinary committee in that while a
committee is appointed to examine, consider and report, a commission is
authorized to deliberate upon and conclude the business referred to it. It shall keep
a full record of its proceedings, which shall be submitted to the court appointing it.
If the concluding actions of the commission are approved, it shall become the
action of the court and entered on its minutes. There may be no complaint or
appeal from a final decision or judgment of the General Assembly. Every
commission must be appointed by the court which constitutes it, except the
Standing Judicial Commission of the General Assembly which shall be elected as
provided in BCO 15-4.

Amended 15-3. Presbytery as a whole may try a judicial case within its
jurisdiction (including the right to refer any strictly constitutional issue to a study
committee with options listed below), or it may of its own motion commit any
judicial case to a commission. Such a commission shall be appointed by the
presbytery from its members other than members of the session of the church from
which the case comes up. The commission shall try the case in the manner
presented by the Rules of Discipline and shall submit to the presbytery a full
statement of the case and the judgment rendered. The presbytery without debate
shall approve or disapprove of the judgment, or may refer, a debatable motion, any
strictly constitutional issue(s) to a study committee. In case of referral, the
presbytery shall either dismiss some or all of the specific charges raised in the case
or decide the case only after the report of the study committee has been hear and
discussed. If presbytery approves, the judgment of the commission shall be final
and shall be entered on the minutes of presbytery as the action. If presbytery
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disapproves, it shall hear the case as a whole, or appoint a new commission to hear
the case again.

New 15-4. The General Assembly shall elect a Standing Judicial Commission to
which it shall commit all judicial cases within its jurisdiction. This commission
shall consist of twenty-four (24) members divided into four classes of three
teaching elders and three ruling elders in each class. Each class shall serve a four
year term. Nominations and vacancies shall be according to BCO 14-1 (11), with
nominations allowed from the floor. No person may be elected if there is already a
member of the commission from the same presbytery; but if a person is elected
and changes presbytery, he may continue to serve his full term.

New 15-5. The Standing Judicial Commission shall make a full report of each
case directly to the General Assembly, which report shall contain a summary of
the facts, a statement of the issues, the written briefs of the parties, any
recommended judgment of a judicial panel, the reasoning of the Standing Judicial
Commission, and its judgment. No such judgment shall be considered by the
General Assembly unless the full report of the Standing Judicial Commission has
been mailed to the Clerk of Session of each church at least thirty (30) days prior to
the meeting of the General Assembly. The General Assembly shall, without
question or debate or discussion, approve or disapprove the judgment, or may
refer, a debatable motion, any strictly constitutional issue(s) to a study committee.
In case of referral, General Assembly shall either dismiss some or all of the
specific charges raised in the case or decide the case only after the report of the
study committee has been heard and discussed. If General Assembly approves of
the judgment, it shall be the action of the General Assembly and printed in its
minutes. If the General Assembly disapproves of the judgment, it must set the
case for hearing before the General Assembly or a Special Commission appointed
by it, and in either instance the case shall be tried on the record as delivered to the
Stated Clerk. Any such Special Commission shall then proceed and shall report its
judgment, in like manner, to the General Assembly for its approval or disapproval.
In any event, the full record of the case, including testimony of witnesses, all
documents, exhibits and papers shall be delivered to the Stated Clerk for
permanent preservation.

Current 15-4 becomes 15-6.
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

Clerk’s Note: See Appendix S, Exhibit B, p. 487, for recommended amendments to the
RAO after the BCO has been amended.

TE Rodney King, TE Seth Skolnitsky, TE Janies Jones, RE Gary Flye and TE Peter Stazen requested
their negative votes be recorded.

Report continued in 15-51, p. 109.

Protest
We, the undersigned, do hereby respectfully and regretfully protest the action of the Fifteenth
General Assembly in its adoption of Recommendation 2 of the report of the Ad Interim Committee
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to Study and Make Recommendations as to Structure and Procedure, dealing with judicial case
procedures.

In the adoption of the procedural motion proposed by the chairman, we were assured that
debate would be allowed. Yet the time allotted for such by the Assembly was used in discussion
by the representatives of the majority and minority of the Committee, and only one effort at
amendment was allowed. The court effectively denied opportunity for debate on the merits of the
basic proposal. We protest this injustice.

At several points in the presentation, the Committee declared that "we are adopting
principles, not procedures”. The Committee itself, however, identifies Exhibit "B" as "Judicial
Business Procedure", and the constitutional amendments are primarily a delineation of procedures.
On the basis of the statements of the Committee, questions regarding problems evident in the
proposed procedures were set aside as matters to be addressed at a later time in the Rules of
Assembly Operations. This oft-repeated statement of philosophy inverts the relative authority of
the BCO and the RAO. We protest these errors and the documentary contradictions which sprang
from them.

Major constitutional issues have been raised in former years on the Judicial Business
Procedures which were proposed, and new issues were raised by the report this year. Because of
the errors protested above, these issues were neither considered nor resolved. In addition, now
apparent practical problems were pushed aside, and there was no evidence that old ones were
solved. We protest the lack of wisdom in so doing.

Fathers and brethren, it is with both deep sorrow and great respect that we must protest the
action of this Assembly. We desire peace within the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is our fear
that seeds of discord and confusion have been sown in the adoption of this new judicial procedure.
Though it pains us to record this protest, we love our mutual Lord and Savior, and His Church, too
much to remain silent.

Signed: TE Rodney King, RE Stanley Wells, TE Kenneth Gentry, TE James Jones, RE Ronald Brown,
RE James Luce, TE Vaughn Hathaway, RE William Montgomery.

Clerk’s Note: The above Protest was received on Wednesday Morning, 15-47.

15-44 Recess.
The Assembly recessed at 10:05 p.m. and was concluded with prayer by TE Luder
Whitlock.

MINUTES-WEDNESDAY MORNING
June 17,1987

Sixth Session

15-45 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:00 a.m. with the singing of "A Hymn of Glory Let
Us Sing" and prayer by RE M.C. Culbertson.

15-46 Procedural Motion re Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

The following procedural motion was adopted: That the spokesman for the
Minority Report of the Ad Interim Committee be given opportunity for summary
statement prior to the concluding remarks of the Committee chairman, with regards to
the motion of the Minority.

15-47 Protest.

A protest against the action regarding judicial procedures was found to be couched
in temperate and respectful language and was received and ordered spread upon the
minutes. (See 15-43, p. 107, for the text.)
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15-48 Personal Recognition re Alabama Textbook Case.

RE Thomas Kotouc, personally involved in this case and probably having to leave
prior to consideration of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration’s
recommendation on this matter, was recognized and spoke concerning the case. TE
Paul McHenry then led the Assembly in prayer.

15-49 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

RE Jack Williamson, chairman, introduced RE Richard Chewning, who led in
prayer and presented the Committee’s report (Recommendation 3, 15-51) as the
Assembly moved again into a quasi committee of the whole. TE ‘ was
called to serve as temporary assistant parliamentarian.

15-50 Special Presentation.

The Assembly paused for a special presentation. RE Jack Williamson presented a
bouquet of flowers from the Assembly to Ken and Polly Keyes in recognition of Mr.
Keyes’ 90th birthday and in appreciation of their labors in the formation of the PCA
and their long and faithful service to the Lord in and through the PCA.

The Assembly recessed for refreshment at 10:15 a.m. with prayer by TE Frederick
Fowler. Business resumed at 10:35 a.m. following prayer by TE Paul Zetterholm.

15-51 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly - Nominating Procedures.
Consideration continued on this report from 15-49. The Committee of the Whole

rose, and Recommendation 3 was adopted with amendments as follows:

3. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Chapter 14 as set out in
Exhibit "C" to this report.

EXHIBIT "C"
Proposals relating to Nominations
Amend BCO 14-1(9), 14-1(10), and 14-1(11) to read as follows:

14-1(9) In choosing men for Assembly’s committees and agencies, the objective is to
choose the best qualified men from across the denomination to serve. Good
leadership should be recognized wherever it is and artificial barriers should
not be erected to deny this choice. Although it is desirable that geographic
considerations and proportionate representation of all presbyteries be taken
into account, they are not mandated unless specified in the Book of Church
Order or in the Rules of Assembly Operations.

14-1(10) The committees are to be constituted on the basis of an equal number
between Teaching and Ruling Elders, but agencies may provide for an
unequal balance by their by-laws as approved by General Assembly.

14-1(11) There shall be a Nominating Committee composed of 16 members divided in
four classes of four members each serving four-year terms. Each class shall
be composed of two Teaching Elders and two Ruling Elders.

The moderator shall establish a roster of presbyteries from a perspective of an
ordered geographical distribution. Any new presbytery shall be added to the
roster by the General Assembly (acting upon the recommendation of the
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Nominating Committee) at such a place as in its judgment will best suit this
ordered geographical perspective. *[Initially the first and third presbyteries
on the roster shall each select a Teaching Elder for a one year term, the fifth
and seventh presbyteries shall each select a Teaching Elder for a 2 year term,
the ninth and eleventh presbyteries shall each select a Teaching Elder for a 3
year term, the thirteenth and fifteenth presbyteries shall each select a
Teaching Elder for a 4 year term, the second and fourth presbyteries shall
each select a Ruling Elder for a 4 year term, the sixth and eighth presbyteries
shall each select a Ruling Elder for a 3 year term, the tenth and twelfth
presbyteries shall each select a Ruling Elder for a 2 year term and the
fourteenth and sixteenth presbyteries shall each select a Ruling Elder for a 1
year term.] Thereafter (each year) the next four eligible presbyteries on the
roster on a rotation basis shall each alternately select a Teaching or Ruling
Elder for each year’s class. The four presbyteries whose turn it will be each
year shall be notified by the Stated Clerk designating whether such presbytery
is to select a Teaching or Ruling Elder.

If a member of the Assembly’s Nominating Committee dies, resigns, is
suspended from office, removed by his presbytery, or moves from his
presbytery, his position on the Assembly’s Nominating Committee shall
become automatically vacant, and the presbytery which selected him may
name a replacement to fill his unexpired term.

Each presbytery may present to this Nominating Committee each year the
name of one Ruling Elder and one Teaching Elder from that presbytery for
each General Assembly Committee and Agency Board. Any Permanent
Committee and/or Board of Trustees may submit each year a list of nominees
for its Committee or Board (not to exceed the number of vacancies). The list,
if submitted, must be certified by letter as being a list selected by the
Committee members and/or Board members and not by the staff.

A person shall be limited to two consecutive terms on the same committee or
agency and then be off for one year before eligible to serve again.

The Nominating Committee shall present all nominations for which it is
responsible to each meeting of the General Assembly from the slate of men
presented to it by the Presbyteries, Permanent Committees, and Boards of
Agencies. In addition to nominees for expired terms, this Nominating
Committee shall nominate for each Permanent Committee one Ruling and
one Teaching Elder as alternates to fill any vacancies that may occur during
the year. If a vacancy occurs, the alternate of that classification shall
automatically become a member to fill the unexpired term. Alternates not
assuming any vacancy during the year will be automatically considered by
this Nominating Committee as suggested nominees for that Committee for the
next year. Each alternate should attend each Committee meeting and may
vote when a Committee member of his classification is absent. In the absence
of two or more Committee members, both alternates may vote.
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*NOTE: Language in brackets [] shall be automatically dropped from BCO
after its implementation and language in parentheses () shall be substituted.
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

Clerk’s Note: See Appendix S, Exhibit C, p. 488, for recommended amendments to the
RAO after the BCO has been amended.

At 10:15 a.m. the Assembly recessed being led in prayer by TE Fred Fowler and
reconvened at 10:35 a.m. with prayer by TE Paul Zetterholm.

Consideration began on the structure portion of the Committee’s report (Exhibits
"D"-"L", 15-55.) and the Assembly moved again into a quasi committee of the whole.
Discussion was arrested by the order of the day at 11:30 a.m.

15-52 Morning Worship and Recess.
The Assembly worshiped together under the leadership of Western Carolina
Presbytery. The session was concluded with the benediction of the service.

MINUTES-WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
June 17,1987

Seventh Session

15-53 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of "Crown Him with
Many Crowns" and prayer by RE John Spencer.

15-54 Intention to Amend the Church/State Report.

TE Linward Crowe was recognized to announce that an amendment to the
Church/State Report, adopted Monday evening (15-20, p. 91), was going to be
submitted during the business on Thursday. The effect of the announcement was to
make the passage of such an amendment possible by a simple majority, rather than the
two-thirds required for reconsideration.

15-55 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

The Assembly returned to consideration of the report, again in a quasi committee
of the whole. The Committee of the Whole rose and Recommendations 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 11, and 12 were presented for action.

The Assembly recessed for refreshment at 3:00 p.m. with prayer by TE Palmer
Robertson. Business resumed at 3:20 p.m. following prayer by TE Lynn Downing.

A procedural motion was adopted that, if the Recomendations be adopted, they be
voted on ad seriatum when acted upon by the presbyteries. Adopted

Following prayer by TE Frank Barker, the Assembly adopted Recommendations 4,
5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, and 12, by vote of 460 affirmative, 288 negative.
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Requesting their negative votes be recorded: TE Bruce Gardner, TE Frank J. Smith, TE Stephen Pribble,
TE Ronald Kilpatrick, TE James Bordwine, RE David Lachman, RE Robert Miller, TE Michael
Coleman, RE James O’Brien, TE Timothy Habbershom, RE Gary Flye, RE Walter Comin, TE James
Fletcher, TE Gregory Green, TE Robert Bell, TE James Bowen, TE David Howe, TE Albert Moginot,
Jr., TE Howard Griffith, TE Carl Bogue, TE Michael Goheen, TE Robert Burridge, TE Jerry Maguire,
TE James Hope, RE William Montgomery, RE Howard Lane, RE Stanley Wells, TE Bruce Robinson,
TE Charles Miller, TE John P. Clark, Sr., TE David Osborne, TE James Lester, Jr., TE Samuel Martin,
Jr., TE Randy Wilding, RE Ronald Taylor, TE Philip Lambooy, TE Thomas Ellis, Jr., TE John Hall, Jr.,
TE Larry Wilson, RE Emest Hountz, RE Richard Teague, TE Carl Howell, Jr., TE Glenn MacNaughton,
TE Kenneth Hash, TE Donald Stone, TE William Smith, TE Erwin Morrison, TE D.L. Smith, TE David
Bryson, RE Russell Doig, TE Frank E. Smith, TE E.C. Case, TE Arthur Broadwick, TE Earl Fair, RE
John Ramirez, TE Paul Zctterholm, RE Louis Schuler, TE Michael Howell, TE John Butler, TE Joseph
Grider, TE Joseph Pipa, RE David Coffin, TE LeRoy Ferguson, TE Petros Roukas, TE James Meek, TE
George Crocker, RE Lloyd Moon, TE Robert Valentine, TE Larry Elenbaum, TE William Bales, TE
Gary Aitken, TE Byron Snapp, TE Edmund Clowney, TE Henry Johnson, TE Charles Turner, TE Eric
Dye, TE William Clark, RE Earl Sykes, Jr., RE Charles Meador, TE Kerry Hurst, TE David Brewer, TE
Steven Wilkins, TE Kenneth Hines, TE Bruce Howes, TE Robert Peterson, TE Thomas Winger, TE
James Jones, Jr., TE Brent Bradley, TE Scott Reiber, TE Ronald Parrish, TE Rodney King, TE William
Rose, Jr., RE Dana DeVol, TE Jack Unangst, TE James Luce, TE Kenneth Gentry, Jr., TE Thomas
Bames, TE Steven Shuman, TE Donald Codling, RE George Calcr, TE King Counts, TE John Lash, TE
Peter Stazen I, TE Bailey Cadman, TE Joel Beezley, TE Byron Curtis, TE John Otis, TE Seth
Skolnitsky, TE Ross Lindley, TE David Dively, TE Thomas Sullivan, TE James Reedy, RE K.W. Rush,
TE Scott Johnston, RE Robert Cato, TE Chris Tindall, RE Robert Smith, TE Larry Ball, TE David Hall,
TE Joseph Sullivan, TE Robert Dunn.

4. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Preface as set out in Exhibit
"D" to this report.
EXHIBIT "D”
Amend Preface of BCO to add new paragraph (9)
(9) As used herein, the terms "jurisdiction”, "authority"”, "power", "civil power", and
"civil action" shall be construed to mean the following:
Jurisdiction is the right to hear and determine the subject matter in
controversy.
Original Jurisdiction is the first or initial right to receive, hear, and determine
the subject matter in controversy.
Authority is the right to make decisions and the weight to be given such
decisions.
Power is the ability to require compliance with such decisions.
Civil Power means any authority or power that would require the use of civil
laws or civil courts to enforce any judgment, decision, or order of a
congregation, session, presbytery, or the General Assembly if the person or
entity to whom the judgment, decision, or order is addressed refuses to
accept, abide by, and take such action as may be necessary or appropriate to
put into effect, such judgment, decision, or order.
Civil Action means any action that would require the use of civil laws or civil
courts to enforce any judgment, decision, or order of a congregation, session,
presbytery, or the General Assembly if the person or entity to whom the
action, judgment, decision or order is addressed refuses to accept, abide by or
take such action as may be necessary or appropriate to put into effect such
judgment, decision or order.
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.
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5. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Preface as set out in Exhibit
"E" to this report.

EXHIBIT "E"

Amend Preface of BCO to add new paragraphs (10), (11), and (12) as follows:

(10) No church court, by virtue of its ecclesiastical power herein described, may
enforce its actions with regard to the sphere of authority of the lower courts herein
described, by appeal to the civil power of the civil courts.

(11) The church should not be supported by civil power further than may be necessary
for protection and security equal and common to all others. The higher courts may
not proceed in a way that constitutes civil action on behalf of a lower court or a
local congregation without a formal vote of the lower court or congregation. In
order to be effective, any such civil action must be with the consent or approval of
the congregation, which consent or approval is given in accordance with the civil
laws under which the congregation is organized.

(12) The congregations and courts of the church have a spiritual/moral relationship with
one another with regard to their separate authority, responsibilities and
accountability; but they have no civil authority, responsibility or accountability
toward one another even though each of them does have a civil relationship with
the state as to all civil matters.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

6. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Chapter 3 as set out in Exhibit
"F" to this report.

EXHIBIT "F"

Nature and extent of power of higher courts over lower courts
Chapter Ill—The Nature and Extent of Church Power be amended by adding the

exact language approved by the 14th General Assembly for new Section 3-7, Section 3-

8 and Section 3-9 as follows:

3-7 A higher court may not "actfor a lower court. The term, "actfor", is defined as a
higher court taking and action on a matter over which a lower court had original
jurisdiction, which action is as conclusive of the matter as if it had been made by a
lower court and is similarly enforceable by a civil court, if necessary.

3-8 A higher court may "acton™ an issue or case properly before it relating to a lower
court. In such instance, the lower court (a) ordinarily shall accept the lawful
injunction of the higher court and "act thereon™ , or (b) possibly might withdraw
from the fellowship under the higher court’s censure; or (c) possibly it might do
nothing.

3-9 In the event the lower court does nothing, by virtue of its ecclesiastical authority
the higher court may (a) ignore the failure to act, or (b) counsel, advise, exhort,
and urge the lower court to comply, or (c) reprimand or rebuke the lower court, or
(d) suspend one or all of the ecclesiastical privileges of the lower court with
reference to the higher courts—e.g., to overture or reference a matter to the higher
courts, to vote upon amendments to the Standards, to vote at the higher courts, or
even to have commissioners at the higher courts, or (e) as a last resort "act
against™ the lower court by dismissing it from the fellowship.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.
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7. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 11-3 as set out in Exhibit "G"
to this report.

EXHIBIT "G"
Nature of Church Courts

Add a new sentence to the present BCO 11-3 to read as follows:

11-3 The Presbyterian Church in America is a connectional church in ecclesiastical
matters but is not connectional in regard to civil matters.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

8. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 12-5 as set out in Exhibit "H"
to this report.

EXHIBIT "H"
Session Powers

BCO 12-5 be amended to read as follows:

12-5 A. The church session is charged with maintaining the spiritual government of the
church, for which purpose it has many ecclesiastical powers. Among these, it has
power:

(1) To inquire into the knowledge, principles and Christian conduct of the
members under it care.

(2) To censure those found delinquent.

(3) To see that parents do not neglect to present their children for Baptism.

(4) To receive members into the communion of the church.

(5) To remove members for just cause.

(6) To grant letters of dismissal to other churches, which, when given to parents,
shall always include the names of their non-communing baptized children.

(7) To examine, ordain and install Ruling Elders and Deacons on their election
by the church, and to require those officers to devote themselves to their
work.

(8) To examine the records of the proceedings of the Deacons.

(9) To approve and adopt the budget.

(10) To approve actions of special importance affecting church property.

(11) To call congregational meetings.

(12) To establish and control Sunday schools, Bible classes with special reference
to the children of the church.

(13) To establish and control all special groups in the church such as Men in the
Church, Women in the Church, special Bible Study groups, and all youth
activities.

(14) To promote evangelism and the spread of the Gospel, both at home and
abroad throughout the world.

(15) To order collections for church use in fulfilling the Great Commission of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

(16) To exercise, in accordance with the Directory of Worship, authority and
control over the time and place of the preaching of the Word and the
administration of the Sacraments, over all other religious services, over the
music in the services, and over the uses to which the church buildings and
associated properties may be put.
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(17) To take oversight of the singing in the public worship of God.

(18) To assemble the people for worship when there is no minister.

(19) To determine the best measure for promoting the spiritual interests of the
church and congregation.

(20) To observe and carry out the lawful injunctions and instructions of the higher
courts.

(21) To appoint representatives to the higher courts, who shall, on their return,
make report of their diligence.

The church session shall have such civil powers as are conferred upon it by the

civil laws and/or its congregation.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 13-9 as set out in Exhibit "I"
to this report.
EXHIBIT "I"
Presbytery Powers

BCO 13-9 be amended to read as follows:
13-9 Since the power of the Church is only spiritual and not civil, declarative and not

legislative, and ministerial and not magisterial, the powers of the Presbytery are
only spiritual, declarative and ministerial. The Presbytery may not call on civil
power to enforce ecclesiastical actions against a Session, local congregation or any
member thereof. This does not preclude presbytery from exercising the right to
control its own membership by use of civil power as stated in B below.

A. Among its ecclesiastical and spiritual powers, the Presbytery has power:

(1) To receive and determine appeals, complaints, and references brought before
it in an orderly manner.

(2) To receive under its care candidates for the ministry.

(3) To examine and license candidates for the holy ministry.

(4) To receive, dismiss, ordain, install, remove and judge ministers.

(5) To review the record of church Sessions, point out whatever they may have
done contrary to order and instruct them to make whatever corrections are
necessary that they observe the Constitution of the Church.

(6) To establish the pastoral relation between a minister and a local congregation
and to dissolve it at the request of one or both of the parties, or where the
interest of religion imperatively demands it.

(7) To set apart evangelists to their proper work.

(8) To require ministers to devote themselves diligently to their sacred calling
and to censure the delinquent.

(9) To support the lawful injunctions of the higher courts by exercising its
ministerial and declarative powers.

(10) To condemn erroneous opinions which injure the purity or peace of the
Church.

(11) To request the privilege of visiting churches and to visit churches, with the
consent or upon the request of the Session or congregation, for the purpose of
maintaining good pastoral relationships or of inquiring into any problem that
has arisen and ministerially to counsel, advise, exhort and urge a church to
make correction and/or to declare its judgment thereon.
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(12) To appoint a commission, with the consent or upon the request of a
congregation, to assist the congregation in any proper action it wishes to take
and to act as the Session of a local church (with the congregation’s consent or
upon its request) when the local church has no Session.

(13) To assume original jurisdiction (the first or initial right to receive, hear and
determine) in a judicial case, whether with or without process, where a
Session cannot or will not exercise its original jurisdiction. Before initiating
such action, the Session shall be instructed to fulfill its duty; and if after a
reasonable time, such Session cannot or will not proceed, then presbytery
may act hereunder, subject to the limitations, above set out in the preamble to
this section, as to its power to enforce compliance with its decision or
judgment.

(14) To unite or divide churches at the request of members thereof.

(15) To form and receive new churches.

(16) To take special oversight of churches without pastors.

(17) To dissolve churches with their consent.

(18) To dismiss churches.

(19) To devise measures for the enlargement of the church within its bounds.

(20) In general, to order whatever pertains to the spiritual welfare of the churches
under its care.

(21) And, finally, to propose to the Assembly such measures as may be of
common advantage to the Church at large.

The Presbytery shall have such civil powers as are conferred upon it by the civil

laws.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 14-6 as set out in Exhibit "J"

to this report.
EXHIBIT "J"

General Assembly Powers

BCO 14-6 be amended to read as follows:

14-6

A.

Since the power of the church is only spiritual and not civil, declarative and not
legislative, and ministerial and not magisterial, the powers of the General
Assembly are only spiritual, declarative and ministerial. The General Assembly
may not call on civil power to enforce ecclesiastical actions against a presbytery,
session, local congregation or any members thereof. This does not preclude
General Assembly from exercising the right to control its own membership by use
of civil power as provided in B below.

Among its ecclesiastical and spiritual powers, the General Assembly has power:

(1) To receive and determine appeals, references and complaints regularly
brought before it from the lower courts.

(2) To decide in all controversies respecting doctrine and discipline.

(3) To bear testimony against error in doctrine and immorality in practice.

(4) To give its advice and instruction, in conformity with the Constitution, in all
cases submitted to it.

(5) To suppress schismatical contentions and disputations according to the rules
and limitations above set out.
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(6) To institute and superintend the agencies necessary to the fulfillment of our
Lord Jesus’ Great Commission.

(7) To appoint ministers to such labors as fall under its jurisdiction.

(8) To review the records of presbyteries, point out whatever they havedone
contrary to order and instruct them to make whatevercorrections are
necessary that they observe the Constitution of the Church.

(9) To erect new presbyteries.

(10) To unite and divide presbyteries, with their consent.

(11) To dismiss presbyteries.

(12) To receive under its jurisdiction, with the consent of three-fourths of the
presbyteries, other ecclesiastical bodies whose organization is conformed to
the doctrine and order of this Church.

(13) To authorize presbyteries to exercise similar power in receiving bodies suited
to become constituents of those courts and lying within their geographical
bounds respectively.

(14) To unite with other ecclesiastical bodies whose organization is conformed to
the doctrines and order of this Church, such union to be effected by a mode of
procedure defined in Chapter 26 hereof.

(15) To correspond with other churches.

(16) To devise measures for promoting the prosperity and enlargement of the
church.

(17) To recommend measures for the promotion of charity, truth and holiness
through all the churches under its care.

(18) To authorize this church becoming a member of other organizations which
promote the Christian faith in this world.

The General Assembly shall have such civil powers as are conferred upon it by the

civil laws.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Chapter 25 as set out in
Exhibit "K" to this report.
EXHIBIT "K"
Local Church Property Protection

Amend BCO 25-11, add 25-12, and renumber present 25-12 to 25-13 and amend as
follows:
25-11 While a congregation consists of all the communing members of a particular

church, and in matters ecclesiastical the action of such local congregation or
church shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Book of Church
Order, nevertheless, in matters pertaining to the subject matters referred to in
Paragraphs 8 through 13 of this Chapter 25 ... (remainder as in present Book
of Church Order).

25-12 A higher court may not proceed in a way that constitutes civil action on

behalf of a local congregation without a formal vote of the local
congregation. Any such civil action must be with the consent or approval of
the local congregation, which consent or approval must be given in
accordance with the civil laws under which the local congregation is
organized and exists.
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If a church is dissolved by the Presbytery at the request of the congregation
and no disposition has been made of its property by those who hold the title to
the property within six months after such dissolution, then those who held the
title to the property at the time of such dissolution should, in good faith,
deliver, convey and transfer to the Presbytery of which the church was a
member, or to the authorized agents of the Presbytery, all property of the
church; and the receipt and acquittance of the Presbytery, or its proper
representatives, shall be a full and complete discharge of all liabilities of such
persons holding the property of the church. The Presbytery receiving such
property shall apply the same or the proceeds thereof at its discretion.
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

12. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Chapter 40 as set out in
Exhibit "L" to this report.

EXHIBIT "L"

Amend BCO Chapter 40 as follows:

40-1
40-2
40-3

A b

40-6

General Review and Ecclesiastical Control
(No change)
(No change)
It is ordinarily sufficient for the higher court merely to record in its own
minutes and in the records reviewed whether it approves, disapproves or
corrects the records in any particular; but should any serious irregularity be
discovered the higher court may require its review and correction by the
lower. Proceedings in judicial cases, however, shall not be dealt with under
this Chapter when notice of appeal or complaint has been given the lower
court; and no judgment of a lower court in ajudicial case shall be reversed
except by appeal or complaint.
(No change)
When any court having appellate jurisdiction shall be advised, either by the
records of the court next below or by memorial, either with or without
protest, or by any other satisfactory method, of any important delinquency or
grossly unconstitutional proceedings of such court, the first step shall be to
cite the court alleged to have offended to appear by representative or in
writing, at a specified time and place, and to show what it has done or failed
to do in the case in question.

The court thus issuing the citation may exercise any of its moral and
spiritual, ministerial and declarative powers. It may "act on™ the issue or case
properly before it relating to the lower court, or it may *act against™ the lower
court on the issue or case properly before it relating to the lower court, but it
may not "actfor' the lower court, all as heretofore defined and set out.

(No change)

Amend BCO 11-4 to read as follows:

11-4

For the orderly and efficient dispatchof ecclesiastical business, it is necessary
that the sphere of action of each court should be distinctly defined. The
Session exercises jurisdiction over a single church, the Presbytery over what
is common to the ministers, Sessions, and churches within a prescribed
district, and the General Assembly over such matters as concern the whole
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Church. The jurisdiction of these courts is limited by the express provisions
of the Constitution.

Every court has the right to resolve questions of doctrine and discipline
seriously and reasonably proposed, and in general to maintain truth and
righteousness, condemning erroneous opinions and practices which tend to
the injury of the peace, purity, or progress of the Church. Although each
court exercises exclusive original jurisdiction over all matters specially
belonging to it, the lower courts are subject to the general review and
ecclesiastical control of the higher court, in regular gradation. The courts are
separate and independent entities as to their civil authorities, actions and
powers, but are not separate and independent as to their ecclesiastical
authority, action and power and therefore have a mutual ecclesiastical
relationship so that every act of ecclesiastical jurisdiction is the act of the
whole Church performed by it through the appropriate organ.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

TE Paul Settle led in prayer and presented Recommendations 13, 14 and 16. On
motion these Recommendations were adopted as a block, to be sent down to the
presbyteries to be voted on individually.

13. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order Preface and 26-1 as set out in
Exhibit "M" to this report.

EXHIBIT "M"

Amend Preface Section Ill - The Constitution defined as follows:

Ill. THE CONSTITUTION DEFINED
The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America, which is subject to and
subordinate to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the inerrant Word of
God, consists of its doctrinal standards set forth in the Westminster Confession of
Faith, together with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the Book of Church
Order, comprising the Form of Government, the Rules of Discipline and the
Directory of Worship; all as adopted by the Church.

Amend BCO 26-1 to read as follows:

26-1 The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America, which is subject to and
subordinate to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the inerrant Word of
God, consists of its doctrinal standards set forth in the Westminster Confession of
Faith, together with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the Book of Church
Order, comprising the Form of Government, the Rules of Discipline and the
Directory of Worship; all as adopted by the Church.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

Clerk’s Note: These proposals were amended by the addition of "which is subject to
and subordinate to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the inerrant Word of
God"

14. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 24-6 as set out in Exhibit "N"
to this report.



120

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EXHIBIT "N"
Dissolving Relationship between Officer and Local Church

The last paragraph of BCO 24-6 to be amended to read as follows:

16.

The Ruling Elder or Deacon, though chargeable with neither heresy nor
immorality, may become unacceptable in his official capacity to a majority of the
church which he serves. In such a case the church may take the initiative by a
majority vote at a regularly called congregational meeting, and request the Session
to dissolve the official relationship between the church and the officer without
censure. The Session, after conference with the Ruling Elder or Deacon, and after
careful consideration, may use its discretion as to dissolving the official
relationship. In either case the Session shall report its action to the congregation.
If the Session fails or refuses to report to the congregation within sixty days from
the date of the congregational meeting or if the Session reports to the congregation
that it declined to dissolve such relationship, then any member of members in good
standing may file a complaint against the Session in accordance with the
provisions of Book of Church Order Chapter 43.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 33-1, 34-1, and 31-1 as set out
in Exhibit "P" to this report.
EXHIBIT "P"
Jurisdiction of Minister and Members

Amend sections 33-1, 34-1, and 31-1 of the BCO to read as follows:

33-1

34-1

31-1

Process against all Church members, other than ministers of the Gospel, shall
be entered before the Session of the church to which such members belong,
except in cases of appeal. However, if the Session refuses to act in doctrinal
cases or instances of public scandal and two other Sessions of churches in the
same presbytery request the presbytery of which the church is a member to
initiate proper or appropriate action in a case of process and thus assume
jurisdiction and authority, the presbytery shall do so.

Process against a minister shall be entered before the presbytery of which he
is a member. However, if the presbytery refuses to act in doctrinal cases or
cases of public scandal and two other presbyteries request the General
Assembly to assume original jurisdiction (to first receive and initially hear
and determine), the General Assembly shall do so.

Original jurisdiction (the right to first or initially hear and determine) in
relation to ministers of the Gospel shall be in the presbytery of which the
minister is a member, except in cases as provided in BCO 34-1. Such original
jurisdiction in relations to church members shall be in the session of the
church of which he/she is a member, except in cases as provided in BCO
33-1. Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

RE Jack Williamson presented Recommendation 15. The Recommendation was

adopted as amended.

15.

That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order 25-2 as set out in Exhibit "O"

to this report.
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EXHIBIT "O"
Call of a Congregational Meeting

Book of Church Order 25-2 be amended to read as follows:

25-2

Whenever it may seem for the best interests of the church that a
congregational meeting should be held, the Session shall call such meeting
and give public notice of at least one week. No business shall be transacted at
such meeting except what is stated in the notice. The Session shall always
call a congregational meeting when requested in writing to do so by one
fourth of the communing members of a church of not more than 100 such
members, by one-fifth of the communing members of a church of more than
100 and not more than 300 such members, by one-sixth of the communing
members of a church of more than 300 and not more than 500 such members,
by one-seventh of the communing members of a church of more than 500
such members but not more than 700 members, by 100 members of a church
of more than 700 members. Upon such a proper request, if the Session
cannot act, fails to act or refuses to act, to call such a congregational meeting
within thirty days from the receipt of such a request, then any member or
members in good standing may file a complaint in accordance with the
provisions of BCO Chapter 43.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent.

The following protest by TE Edmund Clowney was found to be couched in

temperate and respectful language and was received and ordered spread upon the
minutes. (Received in 15-67, p. 152 but is included here for easier reference.)

The undersigned commissioners to the Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America respectfully protest the action of the Assembly in adopting recommendations 4-
12 of the report of the Ad Interim Committee to Study and Make Recommendations as to Structure
and Procedure as presented by a majority of that committee. This action of the Assembly approves
and sends to the Presbyteries for action the proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order
presented in Exhibits D, E, F (designated E through a typographical error), G, H, I, J, K, and L.
The amendments would alter the Preface and chapters 3, 11, 12, 13, 14, 25 and 40 of the Book of
Church Order.

We protest this action because we believe the proposed amendments restructure the polity of
the Presbyterian Church in America so as to impair the expression of the unity of Christ’s church in
its government. We further protest a confusion in these amendments on the crucial issue of the
right of the church to appeal to the protection of the civil power.

We wish to support this second allegation first. In the amendments regarding the powers of
Presbytery and of General Assembly (Exhibits | and J) the amendments declare that "the powers of
the Presbytery (General Assembly) are only spiritual, declarative and ministerial. The Presbytery
(General Assembly) may not call on civil power to enforce ecclesiastical actions against a
(Presbytery) Session, local congregation or any member thereof.” In both sections it is then added
that this does not preclude the court from exercising the right to control its own membership by use
of civil power.

It is clear that three distinct questions are here confused: (1) the right of the church to appeal
to the civil power; (2) the purpose of the church in appealing to the civil power; and (3) those
against whom civil action may be taken.

If a church court has the right to appeal to the civil power against its own membership, then it
cannot be true that the spiritual nature of its authority bars it from seeking the intervention of civil
power under some circumstances.

Further, it is one thing to call on civil power to enforce ecclesiastical actions, another to call
upon the civil power for the protection of such rights as are common to any organization. It is
already clearly affirmed in our Constitution that the church cannot seek civil sanctions to enforce
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its discipline (BCO 3-2; 3-4). This is equally forbidden whether the discipline be directed toward
the membership of a court or to others over whom the court may have jurisdiction. Does the
spiritual character of church power and the consequent ban on any appeal to civil sanctions
determine the scope of administrative or judicial jurisdiction? The answer is, "No". The
amendment, however, suggests that this is the case. We protest this confusion, for we believe that
it is misleading. It wrongly implies that the scope of a court’s jurisdiction must be limited in order
to preserve the spiritual character of its rule.

We also protest the restructuring of our present Presbyterian government sought in the
proposed amendments. It is true that Exhibit G propounds the thesis that the PCA is a conncctional
church in ecclesiastical matters but is not a conncctional church in regard to civil matters. Yet the
changes proposed in the BCO show that the majority report of the committee has not found a way
to maintain the authority of a broader Assembly in the spiritual polity of the church while
excluding its right to seek of the state the protection to which it is entitled.

The right of the Presbytery to "visit churches for the purpose of inquiring into and redressing
evils that may have arisen" is reduced to the right to "request the privilege of visiting” churches.

From the powers of the General Assembly there is omitted (1) "to take care that the lower
courts observe the Constitution; to redress whatever they may have done contrary to order"; (2) "to
suppress schismatical contentions and disputations, according to the rules provided therefore"”; (3)
"to superintend the affairs of the whole church”. (This last becomes, "to recommend measures for
the promotion of charity, truth and holiness through all the churches under its care").

These limitations are summarized by the formulation that the higher courts may act on an
issue, act against the lower court by dismissing it, but may not act for a lower court (Exhibit E: 3-8
and 3-9; L: 40-5). This formulation takes up again a proposed amendment to BCO 11-4 approved
in the 1984 General Assembly but rejected by the Presbyteries 34-3.

Our present BCO in its Form of Church Government and Rules for Discinline contains ample
safeguards to protect the original jurisdiction of Presbyteries and Sessions. The right of every
congregation to keep title to its own property is also emphatically stated. We would not protest the
proposing of particular changes in our BCO to clarify the prerogatives of particular courts so as to
limit misuse of power. We recognize the revulsion of our brethren against the abuse of power that
has been characteristic of certain large Presbyterian denominations.

Yet we respectfully protest changes that so decidedly limit the functioning of Presbyterian
government. That government is not democratic nor aristocratic, nor is it a compromise between
the two. Rather, it confesses that Jesus Christ is the only King and Head of the Church, and that he
has established it as the new people of God in the world. The form of Presbyterian church
government uniquely reflects the remarkable fact that the definitive Assembly of the Church is in
heaven (Hebrews 12:23,24), and that the Church may therefore be gathered on earth in larger or
smaller assemblies: in house churches or in city churches (I Corinthians 16:19, Colossians 4:15,
16) or in gatherings of church elders concerned with the affairs of the church at large (Acts 15). A
meeting of the teaching elders at Antioch manifests the life of the church there (Acts 13:1-3). The
apostolic unity of the church appears in Paul’s ordaining for all the churches his instructions for
worship (I Corinthians 7:17) as well as in the decree of the Jerusalem council. Preshyterians have
seen the house-church as a local congregation, an assembly included within the larger city-church.
The presbytery is the council formed by the elders of the city church. This flexibility grounded in
unity undergirds the statement of BCO 11-4: "These courts are not separate and independent
tribunals, but they have a mutual relation, and every act of jurisdiction is the act of the whole
church performed by it through the appropriate organ.”

Our protest expresses our concern that the proposed amendments reduce or remove the
effective functioning of the church in its broader assemblies by removing their right to visit and
correct the judiciaries under their jurisdiction.

Others joining in the protest: TE Joseph Pipa, Jr., RE Walter Comin, TE Robert Burridge, TE
Bailey Cadman, TE Stanley Gale, TE Brent Bradley, TE Gary Yagel, TE Charles Turner, TE
Ernest Breen, TE Charles Davidson, TE Theodore Lester, TE Robert G. Rayburn, TE Robert S.
Rayburn, TE John Clark, Sr., TE Michael Goheen, TE Kenneth Hash, TE King Counts, TE Larry
Elenbaum, RE George Caler, TE Byron Curtis, TE Albert Moginot, Jr., TE David Osborne, TE
Robert Bell, TE James Bowen, RE David Shaw, RE John Ramirez, RE Howard Lane, TE William
Shell, RE Gary Flye, RE David Coffin, Jr.,, RE Dana DeVol, TE Jonathan Seda, TE Harold
Borchert, TE William Clark, RE Stanley Wells, TE Ross Lindley, TE Joel Beezly, TE Erwin
Morrison, RE Robert Miller, TE James Perry, TE James Routszong, RE William Montgomery, RE
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Jack Merry, TE Rodney King, TE Donald Jefferson, TE Donald Codling, RE Richard Larson, TE
James Jones, Jr., TE Roger Collins, TE Basil Albert, RE Louis Schuler, TE Bruce Howes, RE
James O’Brien, TE Robert Hopper, RE Carlton Crenshaw, Jr., TE David Howe, RE Douglas
Hopper, TE Herbert Ruby IIl, TE William Bales, TE James Singleton, RE Thomas Stein, TE
Kenneth Hines, TE Stephen Pribble, TE John Reeves, RE Ernest Hountz, RE James Luce, TE Jerry
Maguire, TE Peter Stazen I, TE Robert Hobson, TE David Frierson, TE Corbett Heimburger, TE
Carl Howell, Jr., TE Larry Wilson, TE David Hall, RE Robert King, TE Dale Smith, TE John
Butler, TE William Rose, RE William Potter, RE Richard Springer, TE William Greenwalt, RE
John Canfield, TE Frank E. Smith, TE Larry Ball, TE David Brewer, TE Steven Wilkins, TE
Thomas Ellis, TE Henry Johnson, TE Gregory Green, TE Byron Snapp, TE Michael Coleman, TE
Timothy Habbershom, RE Robert Lukens, TE Loren Watson, TE Timothy Keller, TE LeRoy
Ferguson 1ll, TE Gary Aitken, TE John Lash, TE Thomas Farr, TE Michael Howell, RE James
Wilkins, Jr., TE Frank J. Smith, TE Guenther Haas, TE Howard Griffith, RE Jeffrey Young, TE
David Dively, TE Vaughn Hathaway, Jr., RE Robert Stewart, TE William H. Smith, TE Petros
Roukas, TE Chris Tindall, TE John Kinser, TE Harry Miller, TE Robert LaMay, RE Russell Doig,
TE Rodney Clay, TE Eric Dye, RE Stewart Valadie, TE Wallace Sherbon, TE Barry Waugh, RE
Gerald Kaney, RE K.W. Rush, TE William Dcvcr, TE Carl Bogue, RE Robert Cato, TE E.C. Case,
TE John Hall, Jr., TE Palmer Robertson, TE Thomas Wenger, TE Earl Fair, TE Robert Peterson,
TE Thomas Sullivan, TE Scott Rcibcr, TE John Otis, TE Kerry Hurst, TE R.W. Markert, TE David
Boxerman, TE William Leonard, TE James Hope, TE Donald Stone, TE Randy Wilding, TE
George Crocker, TE Seth Skolnitsky, TE Robert Dunn, TE James Reedy, TE Robert Penny, TE
James Bordwine, RE David Lachman, TE Daryl Davis, TE E. C. Cooley, TE Stan Johnson, TE
Arthur Broadwick.

That the Ad Interim Committee be continued for an additional year to report to the
16th General Assembly. Adopted

15-56 Procedural Motion.

During the foregoing discussions, a procedural motion was adopted that the report

of the Judicial Commission on the Case of TE Bogue et al. vs. Presbytery of the
Ascension be docketed to report immediately following the report on Mercy Ministries
Thursday morning.

15-57 Recess.

The Assembly recessed at 5:30 p.m. with prayer by TE Jack Scott.

MINUTES-THURSDAY MORNING
June 18,1987

Eighth Session

15-58 Assembly Reconvened.

The Assembly reconvened at 8:00 a.m. with the singing of "When Peace Like a

River Attendeth My Way" and prayer by TE Philip Clark.

15-59 Amendment to the Church/State Report.

The Assembly adopted an amendment to the Committee of Commissioners on

Administration’s report adding summary positions of the Church/State Report (See 15-
91,111, 33, p. 191).
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15-60 Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America.

TE Robert Wilson, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.
Richard Roeters, Director of Development for Bethany Christian Services, addressed
the Assembly briefly and the Assembly joined in prayer for Bethany.

I. Business Referred to the Committee

1

2.
3.
4.
. 1
1
2
3
4

Minutes of 9-4-86, 12-4-86, 3-5-87.

Report of Permanent Committee to the Fifteenth GA.
Memorandum detailing actions taken on instructions of 14th GA.
Audit Report.

ssues Discussed

Presbytery Boundaries.

Plans for church planting and church growth.

Disaster response.

Audit Report received and the Committee’s response approved.

I1l. Recommendations

1

2.

That Minutes of 9-4-86, 12-4-86, and 3-5-87 be approved with notations.
Adopted
That MNA’s response to the instructions of the 14th GA be approved.
Adopted
That the General Assembly with gratitude to God reelect TE Terry Gyger as
Coordinator of MNA and commend him for his vision and zeal in the work.
Adopted
That the General Assembly express its gratitude to God for and appreciation
to the staff of MNA:
Dwight Linton, Cecil Brooks, Mark Lowrey, Paul Taylor, Kennedy Smartt,
Phil Clark, Bill Read, Tom Hawkes, Tim Keller, Bill Rushbrook, Jack
Ottinger, Dan Kim, Gerald Austin, Sam Ling, Barbara Green, and Sharon
Kraemer. Adopted
That the General Assembly commend the office personnel of MNA for an
outstanding job on minimum resources:
Bobby Franklin, Lois Lazenby, Shirley Covington, Dorinda Malloy, Julie
Flanagan, Janice Gussman, and Alice Blackwelder. Adopted
That the General Assembly express its gratitude to God and commendation to
all of our campus ministers and campus interns for an outstanding job,
commend the thirteen presbyteries who are already involved in campus work
and encourage others to consider its strategic importance. Adopted

. That the General Assembly express its strong support for and encouragement

to the forty PCA active duty and seventy reserve chaplains and their families
who serve in this country and around the world for Christ and His crown, and
that we continually praise God for each one and his wife. (Appendix K,
Attachment B, p. 355, PCA Chaplain Roster) Adopted
That the General Assembly’s attention be called to the fact that there are over
52 organizing pastors who need our prayerful and financial support. Some
under the GA-MNA, some under their presbyteries, and some under local
churches, and that we both praise God for them and regularly make
intercession for them. (Appendix K, Attachment C, p. 357, MNA Support
List) Adopted
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That the General Assembly praise God for His predetermining love, effectual
calling and irresistible grace for sinners and commit itself to the ingathering
of all those who are so loved of the Father as to be able to respond, using
every Biblical strategy of evangelism available. Adopted

With God’s sovereign, elective love in mind, that the General Assembly
approve of MNA’s employment of bold strategies of evangelism and church
growth in all facets of American and Canadian life and culture; to expect and
plan for a bountiful response, and to anticipate that God may very well
increase our number of churches to over 2,000 and our membership to over
400,000 by the year 2000 and to give full attention to the need to promote
growth in church depth and Christian nurture equally alongside growth in
numbers. Adopted

That the General Assembly call on the Committee on Administration,
Covenant College, Covenant Seminary, Ridge Haven, Insurance, Annuities
and Relief, Foundation, Christian Education and Publications, The Investor’s
Fund and Mission to the World to anticipate strong growth in the
denomination ("...that the Father may be glorified in the Son") and begin to
make faith plans now to be ready to meet the challenge and opportunity this
presents. Adopted

That the General Assembly call on MNA to continue seeking the most
experienced, qualified men from among us to be the organizing pastors of the
hundreds of new churches that will be started in the next decade. Adopted

That Presbytery boundaries will continue to be drawn according to policy
established by the General Assembly (M12GA, 12-67, 1ll, 8), with the added
assurance that the MNA Committee of the General Assembly be expected to
continue to work in cooperation and communication with those judicatories
that are closest to any new church development project that is outside the
boundaries of any presbytery, taking into consideration that regions are
formed by such things as economic ties, topography, cultural affinity, traffic
patterns, etc. It is also to be recognized that, while the primary responsibility
of a presbytery is to develop the church within its own boundaries, a
presbytery could feel free to develop works outside their boundaries while
working in cooperation and communication with the MNA Committee of the
General Assembly. Adopted

That Overture 50 from Pacific Northwest Presbytery to the Fourteenth
General Assembly (15-3, C, p. 73) be answered in the negative. (See
Recommendation #13.) Adopted

That Overture 3, p. 52, and Overture 10 to the Fourteenth General Assembly,
p. 69, be answered in the negative and that Oklahoma Presbytery in
cooperation and communication with the MNA Committee of the General
Assembly convene a regional meeting of the MNA chairmen and other
interested parties from the other mid-America presbyteries (ie. Siouxlands &
Missouri) in order to formulate and recommend to the Subcommittee on
Presbytery Boundaries a 10-year plan for the orderly development and church
planting in the entire mid-America region to include future additional
presbyteries and presbytery boundaries. This regional approach would be
similar in concept to that of the Consultation of MNA Representatives of the
three Western Presbyteries. (See Recommendation #13.) Adopted
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That Overture 45 to the Fourteenth General Assembly, p. 73, and the
Permanent Committee’s recommendation be referred to the subcommittee on
Presbytery Boundaries to report to the 16th GA. Adopted
That a decision on Overture 20, p. 52, from Southwest Presbytery requesting
that the State of Wyoming be added to its boundaries be postponed until
Southwest Presbytery develops a plan and schedule for the subsequent
division of that enlarged presbytery. Adopted
That the recommendation involving a change in the Rules for Assembly
Operation be lifted out of this report and brought before the assembly early in
the business of the First day. Because of the increasing number of requests for
changes in Presbytery boundaries it is recommended that the following be
added to the Rules for Assembly Operations:

5-5 after the first sentence:

Upon receipt the Stated Clerk shall forward all overtures concerning
presbytery boundaries or a new presbytery to the Subcommittee on
Boundaries appointed by and under the jurisdiction of the Assembly’s
Permanent Committee on Mission to North America which shall report to the
Permanent Committee and shall report to the Assembly through the
Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America. Adopted
That the General Assembly call the church to prayer on behalf of MNA and
set aside the month of November for prayer for revival, renewal, evangelistic
outreach, and growth in the PCA, and especially for all organizing pastors,

campus workers, chaplains, and missionaries of MNA. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve a special offering for PCA Mercy
Ministries to be taken in the Thanksgiving season. Adopted

That the General Assembly instruct the MNA staff, working with presbytery
chairmen, to conduct regional training seminars on evangelism, church
growth, demographics, campus work, church planting, and related topics in
preparation for the anticipated growth in the PCA. Adopted
That the General Assembly express gratitude to God for the ministries of
Bethany Christian Services, encourage our churches to increase their support
of it, and to invite its representative to speak to the assembly for ten minutes
at this time. (See Appendix K, Attachment D, p. 359) Adopted
That the General Assembly endorse the vision of 300 PCA churches starting
daughter congregations in 1990, and instruct the MNA permanent committee
and staff to prepare the materials and training for its implementation. It is
understood that responsibilities for the actual church planting will be under
the session of the local church (the mother) and coordinated by the
presbytery. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the recommendation from the chaplains’
commission that the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
(RPCNA) be received as a member of the Presbyterian and Reformed Joint
Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel, and that the three
representatives to which the by-laws entitle them be seated on the
commission. Adopted
That the General Assembly urge our churches to "adopt a chaplain” and his
family, for prayer support and correspondence and that this be coordinated
through the MNA office. Adopted
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That the General Assembly encourage sessions, missions committees, and

presbyteries to invite chaplains to speak in their worship services, missions

conferences, and before their presbytery meetings. Adopted

That the Administrative Policies of the Disaster and Diaconal Fund (M14GA,

Appendix J, Attachment C, p. 367), which were approved provisionally last

year, until the study committee could report back to this assembly, now be

approved as the guide for MNA in making policy decisions in the
administration of this fund. (See Appendix K, Attachment E, p. 361)Adopted

That the 15th General Assembly adopt the Golden Rule Comity agreement

for the NAPARC churches as recommended by our Interchurch Relations

Committee on February 17, 1987.

Note: NAPARC defined "enlisting™ as "actively recruiting."” The text of the

agreement is as follows:

1 We will be sensitive to the presence of existing churches and missions
ministries of other NAPARC churches and will refrain from enlisting
members of these existing ministries.

2. We will communicate with the equivalent or appropriate agency
(denominational missions committee or board, presbytery missions or
church extension committee, or session) before initiating church planting
activities in a community where NAPARC churches or missions
ministries exist.

3. We will provide information on at least an annual basis describing
progress in our ministries and future plans.

4. We will encourage our regional home missions leadership to develop
good working relationships. Adopted

That the General Assembly approve the budget of Mission to North America

for fiscal year 1988 and commit itself to support it.

Deferred, See 15-91, 111, 5, p. 188

Commissioners Present:
Presbytery
Ascension

Central Florida
Central Georgia
Covenant
Delmarva

Eastern Carolina
Evangel

Grace

Great Lakes

Gulf Coast
Louisiana

New River

Pacific Northwest
Southeast Alabama
Southern Florida
Tennessee Valley

Respectfully submitted,
TE Robert C. Wilson, Chairman

Commissioners

RE Robert K. Ashbaugh
TE Rod A. Culbertson
TE A. Dale Umbreit
RE Tom Rogers

TE Stanley Gale

RE James T. O’Brien
TE George Mitchell
RE Harry M. Simpkins 111
TE David McKay

TE Robert C. Wilson
TE James A. Meek

RE Ralph Harris

TE Lindleigh Roberts
RE Sam Hall 111

TE Al LaCour

TE Jim Campbell

TE James A. Meek, Clerk
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Clerk’s Note: Recommendation 18 was handled in 15-15, p. 90, 27 was handled in 15-
61, p. 128, and 29 was handled in 15-91, p. 188. They are included here for easier
reference.

15-61 Ad Interim Committee to Study Mercy Ministries.

TE Fred Marsh, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report
(Appendix T, p. 506). Recommendation #27 of the Mission to North America Report
was handled at this time also. (See 15-60, p. 127) Recommendations were acted upon
as follows:

1 The attached document to be adopted by the Assembly as the Biblical Guideline
for Mercy Ministry in the Presbyterian church in America. Adopted

An amendment to delete the words "in the setting of the worship service” (See Appendix T, page 511)
was defeated. TE Frank J. Smith and RE David Lachman asked their affirmative votes to be recorded.

2. That the Committee on Mission to North America make the attached document
available for distribution to the churches and presbyteries. Adopted
3. That the Assembly find the Administration Policies for the Disaster and Diaconal
Funds of the Committee on Mission to North America to be in accord with the
guidelines in the attached document (See Appendix K, Attachment E, p. 361).
Adopted
4. That the report, "Love Expressed: Resources for Deacons" be referred to the
Christian Education and Publications committee for evaluation and possible
revision in the light of our guidelines, on the understanding that its distribution as
aresource book be conditioned upon its accord with the guidelines in the judgment
of the Christian Education and Publications Committee.
Explanation: The 14th General Assembly determined that the manual "Love
Expressed: Resources for Deacons” not be used as an approved guide to the office
of deacon until the work of the study committee be accomplished, but that the
Christian Education and Publications Committee be allowed to continue to
distribute this work (M14GA, 14-43, I11, 2C, p. 114). In the light of this action the
committee considers that evaluation of this manual is not within the mandate of
our committee. Adopted
5. That the Ad-Interim Committee to Study Diaconal Responsibilities be dismissed,
with expression of special thanks to Committee members TE Keller and TE
Clowney for their substantial contributions to the work of the Committee. Adopted

TE Howard Griffith and RE David Coffin requested their negative votes on the entire report be recorded.

The Assembly recessed for refreshment at 10:00 and was led in prayer by TE
Donald Graham. TE Michael Goheen led in prayer as business resumed at 10:15.

15-62 Permanent Committee on Judicial Business - Constitutional Advice.
TE Rodney King, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s advice to
constitutional inquiries raised in 15-21, p. 92.

1. In the report of the Judicial Commission in the case of TE Bogue et al. vs.
Presbytery of the Ascension:
a. Isnot the censure of admonition applied to the complainants on p. 139 in the
paragraph beginning "In fairness..." contrary to the requirements of BCO 27-5
which require due process?
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b. Is not the explanatory opinion of Judgment No. 5 supporting an "in thesi"
statement of the Assembly over a judicial decision of the Assembly contrary
to BCO 14-7? - RE David Coffin

The Committee recommends that the following response be adopted:
Admonition is of two kinds; formal and informal. Informal admonition is

that which is part of the daily interaction of true Biblical relationships (Mt. 18).

Formal admonition comes after the informal has not produced the fruit of peace in

Christ, and afterjudicial process (BCO 27-5, 30-2, 36-3).

The paragraph in question falls within the sphere of informal admonition, and
is not contrary to the requirement of BCO 27-5. Adopted
2. Does the Judgment 5, p. 135 contradict WCF 27.1 that a sacrament is intended to

"put a visible difference between those that belong to the church and the rest of the

world"? - TE Allan Story, Jr.

The Committee recommends that the following response be adopted:
The Committee respectfully declines to answer these inquiries.

Grounds: The questions touch upon fundamental points ofthe case. For the

Committee to respond in any fashion would prejudice thecourt in its

determination. Adopted

Respectfully Submitted,
Rodney King, Chairman

15-63 Commission of the 14th General Assembly Adjudicating the Case of TE
Carl Bogue et al. vs. Presbytery of the Ascension.

TE Stephen Smallman led in prayer and resumed the report begun Monday
evening (See 15-21, p. 92). The Assembly voted to approve the full statement of the
case and the judgment rendered, thus ordering its being entered on the minutes and its

being regarded and treated as the Assembly’s action and judgment in the case.

Requesting their negative votes be recorded: TE Howard Griffith, TE Roland Bames, TE James
Bordwine, TE James Jones, Jr., TE Frank J. Smith, TE John Lash, RE David Coffin, TE Brent Bradley,
TE Carl Howell, Jr., TE Byron Snapp, TE William Bales, TE James Hope, RE David Lachman, TE
Gregory Green, RE James Luce, RE Stanley Wells, TE Rodney King.

TE Carl Bogue et al. vs. Presbytery of the Ascension

I.  Statement of the Facts

Since the facts which form the background of this judicial case have been the
subject of a series of judicial cases extending over a several-year period, and since none
of the commissioners to the 11-14th General Assemblies (other than the judicial
commission members themselves) who voted on these cases have had the benefit of
more than a very abbreviated statement of the facts, we believe that the health of the
church at large would best be served by a brief recitation of the entire factual history of
the matter.

Mr. Kurt Lutjens was licensed by Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, in January 1982. In September 1982 the
Presbytery of the Ascension (successor presbytery to Pittsburgh Presbytery under the
Joining and Receiving procedure), hereinafter simply called the Presbytery, processed a
call by the Mission to North America Committee for Mr. Lutjens to become an
organizing pastor in Pittsburgh and proceeded to examine him for ordination. Despite
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certain exceptions taken by the candidate, he was approved for ordination, and he was
actually ordained prior to Presbytery’s October 1982 meeting.

At its October 1982 meeting Presbytery was informed that a complaint had been
received from RE Val H. Barleman, et at., asking that the 11th General Assembly annul
Presbytery’s action in sustaining the trials for ordination. The complaint specifically
set forth five areas of disagreement with the candidate’s position which complainants
contended were unacceptable as exceptions. These were, in summary:

(1) The candidate’s exception to BCO 58-4 "which restricts the invitation given at
the Lord’s supper to Session-approved persons or professing Christians who are
‘communicants in good standing in any evangelical church.”” (Note that the quotation
marks are those of the complainants, and it appears that the phrase is quoted from a
study paper submitted to the Presbytery by Mr. Lutjens at the time of his examination.)

(2) The candidate’s refusal to affirm that he would deny baptism to an allegedly
professing adult who would not become a member of the visible church upon baptism.

(3) The candidate’s exceptions to the prescriptions of the Westminster Confession
of Faith as to Sabbath observance.

(4) The candidate’s assertion that baptism may be rightly administered by
immersion, as well as by sprinkling or pouring.

(5) The candidate’s belief that the office of deacon is open to women as well as to
men.

At the 11th General Assembly in June 1983, ajudicial commission was appointed
by the Assembly to hear the case. Specifications (3) and (4) above were not sustained
and have not been in issue since that time. Specification (5) was sustained without
comment. Specification (2) was sustained with the explanation: "The constitutionality
of this is denied."

Of particular significance is the precise phrasing of the commission’s response to
specification (1) above. The commission used exactly the same terminology as set
forth in the complaint and added: "He believes it is illegitimate to include church
membership as a requirement for one to participate in the Lord’s Supper.” The
specification was then sustained by a vote of 7-4-0. BCO 58-4 actually reads, as
pertinent, “the Minister, at the discretion of the Session, before the observance begins,
may either invite all those who profess the true religion, and are communicants in good
standing in any evangelical church, to participate in the ordinance; or may invite those
who have been approved by the Session, after having given indication of their desire to
participate.”

The Assembly, in approving the commission’s judgment, declared Presbytery’s
action in sustaining Mr. Lutjens’ trials for ordination annulled, but did not annul
Presbytery’s act of ordination. The Moderator of Ascension Presbytery was directed to
appoint a Pastoral Committee to work with the candidate, the Presbytery was directed
to correct the aspects of the trial for ordination which were "contrary to the
Constitutional Standards of the PCA", and the Pastoral Committee was instructed to
pursue orderly discipline against Mr. Lutjens "if his views continue to fail to conform
with the Word of God, the Standards of this Church, and the Book of Church Order,
after due pastoral counsel.”

The Moderator of Ascension Presbytery appointed the Pastoral Committee in July
1983. The Committee met on November 11, 1983, apparently considered a paper
written by Mr. Lutjens regarding the three specifications sustained against him, and
requested Mr. Lutjens to seek the tutelage of TE R. C. Sprpul for the purpose of
reconsidering his views, with a report of progress to be made by Presbytery’s January
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1984 meeting. At its January meeting Presbytery noted that Mr. Lutjens had complied
and docketed the matter for its March meeting. Meanwhile, however, a question was
raised as to the constitutionality of the judicial commission appointed at the 11th
General Assembly. At its March meeting Presbytery, because of this question and
certain other matters related to specification (2), resolved to take no further action as to
the Assembly’s directives, asking instead that the case be retried by the 12th General
Assembly.

On March 21, 1984, the session of Faith Presbyterian Church complained against
Presbytery’s "unconstitutional and contumacious"” action at its March meeting. At its
meeting on May 5, 1984, Presbytery then rescinded its action of March 1984 and
approved a Reference to the General Assembly, expressing its intention to obey the
lawful injunctions of the Assembly, but asking that a Pastoral Committee be appointed
in a different manner, and requesting interpretation of the Assembly’s ruling as to the
belief that women may hold the office of deacon. On May 16, 1984, the Session of
Faith Presbyterian Church complained against this action of Presbytery, once against
calling it "unconstitutional and contumacious"”. It should be noted also that during the
spring of 1984 Mr. Lutjens issued a further statement regarding his position on the
issues in question. In addition to the complaint filed by Faith Presbyterian Church,
similar complaints were filed by TE Carl Bogue etai, and TE Robert C. Peterson et al.

At the 12th General Assembly in 1984, a judicial commission was appointed to
hear the complaints. A charge of continued non-compliance with the directions of the
11th General Assembly was sustained 15-0-0. However, violation of the constitution of
our Church in an attempt to retry the case by means of a "Reference" was not sustained,
and a charge of contumacy was not sustained, by votes of 5-8-2 and 0-13-2,
respectively.!  The Assembly directed that the Presbytery erect a new Pastoral
Committee to work with Mr. Lutjens and examine him on or before Presbytery’s
September 7-8, 1984 stated meeting, with an attested transcript of the trials to be made.
It was further directed that the Pastoral Committee should pursue, on or before the
November 10, 1984 meeting, orderly discipline against Mr. Lutjens "if his views
continue to fail to conform with the Word of God, the Standards of this Church, and the
Book of Church Order after due pastoral counsel." The General Assembly also noted
that some of the language in the complaint was unduly strong and intemperate, and the
parties were encouraged to devote themselves to the resolution of the problem with
love, patience, and humility.

Presbytery duly appointed a Pastoral Committee. At its July 11, 1984 meeting the
Committee determined to meet with Mr. Lutjens on July 17, 1984, and at other times if
needed, and that if Presbytery sustained him upon its examination the matter would be
considered ended, but if not, orderly judicial process of discipline would be instituted.
Presbytery approved this procedure in its meeting of July 14, 1984. The committee
then met with Mr. Lutjens on July 17, 1984 and discussed his positions with him. It
was noted that the 12th General Assembly had adopted a statement to the effect that a
position such as that taken by Mr. Lutjens on the subject of women deacons should not
in and of itself be deemed sufficient grounds to deny or revoke ordination. Since that
time, no further issue has been raised as to Mr. Lutjens’ view in this regard
(specification (5) in the original complaint).

1 These were the votes on the Failh Church complaint. The other related complaints, which involved
slightly different charges, were decided by similar votes, though not identical.
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At the July 17th, 1984, Meeting Mr. Lutjens informed the Committee that he
thought his views on baptism were now in conformity with the standards and the
Committee agreed, since Mr. Lutjens stated he would administer the sacrament only to
those joining the particular church and that he would encourage those not wishing to
join the local church to be baptized upon their joining some other local church of their
choice. As to the Lord’s supper question, Mr. Lutjens continued to hold the view that
membership in an evangelical church should not necessarily be a requirement in all
circumstances. A further meeting was planned.

On August 30, 1984, the Pastoral Committee met again and discussed Mr. Lutjens’
views on baptism and the Lord’s supper. Minutes of the Committee reflect that "it was
the opinion of the Committee that there had been significant change on the part of Mr.
Lutjens in regard to both of these subjects.” It was agreed once again that if Presbytery
voted to sustain Mr. Lutjens’ examination, there would be no need to institute judicial
process.

Presbytery met on September 9, 1984, and its subsequently approved minutes of
this meeting state: "Mr. Lutjens was examined extensively on his views specifically on
these two matters [the Lord’s supper and baptism] and related points..." Presbytery
then went into executive session, and on motion voted to sustain Mr. Lutjens’
reexamination, "believing that his views were now in conformity with the Word of
God, the Standards of this Church, and the Book of Church Order, excepting his belief
on biblical grounds that the office of deacon ought to be open to women as well as
men." The vote was 52 affirmative and 16 negative.

The following day, September 10, 1984, the Stated Clerk reported that it had been
discovered that the recording system had failed to record the previous day’s
proceedings. After an initial proposal was made to have the Pastoral Committee
reconstruct Mr. Lutjens’ examination from the previous day, a substitute motion was
passed directing the Pastoral Committee to write a letter of explanation and apology to
the General Assembly or appropriate component thereof. At its October 1984 meeting
the Presbytery voted to refer the minutes of the September meeting back to the clerk for
"clarification" with respect to a portion dealing with the examination of Mr. Lutjens in
September.

On November 23, 1984, the Session of Faith Presbyterian Church filed a
complaint against Presbytery for having failed to take action against Mr. Lutjens at its
November 10th meeting, contending that "Presbytery declared Mr. Lutjens in
conformity in spite of his exam to the contrary.” At its January 11-12, 1985, meeting
the Presbytery ruled this complaint out of order on the ground "that the issue had
already been decided by the Presbytery." At the same meeting an overture from
another session asking that Presbytery’s action at its September meeting with respect to
Mr. Lutjens be rescinded was defeated. On January 23, 1985, the Session of Faith
Presbyterian Church once again complained to the General Assembly, submitting its
November 23, 1984 complaint with additional information and supportive material.

On April 23, 1985, the committee appointed by Presbytery to defend its action at
General Assembly wrote to the complainants, asking that the complaint be dropped and
the General Assembly be asked to submit the questions at issue to a study committee.
By letter of April 29, 1985, the complainants discussed their viewpoint and declined.

At the 13th General Assembly in June 1985 the Moderator ruled that the complaint
was out of order. His ruling was challenged but sustained. However, the Committee on
Review and Control took exception to Presbytery’s minutes of its September 1984
meeting, concluding:
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"It is not clear whether the Presbytery’s action in sustaining the
reexamination of Mr. Kurt Lutjens is indicative of a change in his views
or of the Presbytery’s intention to accept Mr. Lutjens’ views as they
are."

This exception was approved by the General Assembly.

At its meeting of November 9, 1985, a report from Presbytery’s defense committee
was read, proposing that Presbytery respond to the exception thusly:

"The Presbytery respectfully answers in clarification that our minutes in
section 84-88 mean that the reexamination revealed (as did the
examination of the Pastoral Committee) a change in Mr. Lutjens’ views
that brought him into agreement with the standards of the PCA and on
this basis his examination was sustained."”

At Presbytery’s meeting of January 10, 1986, after a substitute proposal by the
defense committee had been ruled out of order, the original response was essentially
approved, with the addition of the words "to the satisfaction of the Presbytery" after the
words "standards of the PCA."

On January 16, 1986, the Session of Faith Presbyterian Church complained to the
Presbytery against Presbytery’s response to the noted exception in the minutes,
asserting (1) that the response was contrary to fact, and (2) that the response had the
effect of rewriting the minutes long after an action had been taken, making a substantial
change via interpretation, "which interpretation the Presbytery specifically refused to
make at the time of the action in September 1984." At its February meeting Presbytery
directed the complainants to submit a draft of an alternate response which would satisfy
their objections, to the March meeting of Presbytery. Complainants presented a
response at the March meeting which would have required the Presbytery to change
essentially its position on the whole matter. The response was not actually received by
the Presbytery by formal motion, and apparently no action was taken thereon.
Presbytery adopted a response to the complaint, denying the charge that the response
was contrary to fact and stating that it had not erred in adopting its response. The
complainants then submitted their complaint to the General Assembly (14th), adding
the specifications of error set forth below.

The 14th General Assembly, meeting in Philadelphia, PA., in June 1986,
submitted the matter to a judicial commission. Its judgment was first approved, then
reconsidered and disapproved. The matter was then referred to this commission for
action and report to the next General Assembly.

This judicial commission has met twice in Pittsburgh, PA., October 10-11, 1986,
and January 30-31, 1987. Representatives of both complainants and the Presbytery
presented their case at considerable length at the October meeting, and voluminous
records, including several briefs from the parties, have been considered in detail.

Il. Statement of the Issues

A. Is the response by the Presbytery to General Assembly’s noted exception
contrary to fact?

B. Are the Presbhytery’s stated reasons for denying the complaint in contradiction
to the response approved by Presbytery for the General Assembly’s noted
exception?

C. Has the answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception had the effect of
rewriting the minutes of Presbytery for its September 1984 meeting?
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D. Has the answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception had the effect of
rewriting the said minutes, "which interpretation the Presbytery specifically
refused to make" at the time of its action in September 1984?

E. Has the Presbytery illegitimately interpreted BCO 58-4?

Judgment of the Case
A. Specifications of error with decisions and specific responses thereto.

1. "The answer to the General Assembly noted exception is contrary to fact."
Denied (4-12-0). Ascension Presbytery furnished sufficient evidence in the
Minutes of March 7-8, 1986 to show that Kurt Lutjens’ view on the sacraments
and church membership had changed at least to the "Session approval” position.
Since the burden of proof must, in Christian charity, fall upon complainants, it is
not right to charge that the Presbytery’s response is "contrary to fact." (Wording
approved 14-1-1.)

2. "The Presbytery’s stated reasons for denying the complaint are in
contradiction to the response approved by Presbytery for the General Assembly
noted exception, and in fact it acknowledges the complainants’ contention that Mr.
Lutjens’ views are substantially the same as those which caused the Eleventh
General Assembly to declare Mr. Lutjens’ ordination exam annulled." Denied (4-
11-1). Presbytery understood the allowing of the "Session approval" position as
one possible interpretation of Book of Church Order 58-4, and Mr. Lutjens’ views
had changed at least to this extent. The Minutes of March 7-8, 1986 document this
change. Since the tape of Mr. Lutjens’ reexamination was not available, the
Presbytery properly relied on Minutes of the Pastoral Committee and a paper by
Mr. Lutjens of Spring 1984. The Eleventh General Assembly’s decision on
Judicial Case 2 did interpret BCO 58-4 as requiring church membership for
admission to the Lord’s Supper, however, the Fourteenth General Assembly
approved a broader interpretation, which appears to this Commission to be
consistent with the grammatical construction of BCO 58-4. (Wording approved
14-2-0.)

3. "The answer to the General Assembly noted exception has the effect of
rewriting the minutes long after an action has been taken, making a substantive
change via interpretation, which interpretation the Presbytery specifically refused
to make at the time of the action in September of 1984." Denied (5-10-1). Itis not
correct to say that Presbytery "specifically refused” to interpret the action at the
time it was taken. It is inherently impossible for a church court later to interpret an
action taken at a previous meeting when no explanation was offered at that time.
The Thirteenth General Assembly’s Review and Control Committee was pursuing
a legitimate concern in asking for an interpretation, but the question was asked in a
way that was impossible to answer. While it was a mistake to attempt to clarify
the minutes, Presbytery sought in good faith to answer. (Wording approved 14-2-
0).

) 4. "The Presbytery did not consider or act upon reason #2 of the complaint
(same as reason #3 above)." Sustained (11-5-0). Presbytery has acknowledged on
page 16 of its October 10-11, 1986 brief that it did not address this point of the
complaint to Presbytery. Since the explanation for the handling of the minutes is
dealt with in Specification No. 3, no further amends are called for. (Wording
approved 13-3-0.)
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5. "The Presbytery illegitimately reinterprets the BCO 58-4 which requires
membership in an evangelical church, declaring its ‘intent’ is to not require
membership in an evangelical church."  Denied (4-11-1). The Judicial

Commission’s ruling on Case 2 adopted by the Eleventh General Assembly did
indeed interpret BCO 58-4 as requiring church membership for participation in the
Lord’s Supper, and therefore the complainants legitimately pursued their
complaint out of concern for due respect for ecclesiastical authority and out of
concern for the importance of the relationship of church membership and the
sacraments. However, on the basis of the Fourteenth General Assembly’s decision
allowing a broader interpretation of BCO 58-4, the "Session approval™ position is
now a legitimate basis for Presbytery’s acceptance of Mr. Lutjens’ views. It is not
correct to say that Presbytery declared that BCO 58-4’s intent is "to not require
membership in an evangelical church" since Presbytery recognized that in all but
very extraordinary circumstances church membership would be required for
admission to the sacraments. (Wording approved 14-2.)

IV. Explanatory Opinion

Our specific responses to the specifications of error have been noted above.
During the course of hours of discussion and analysis of the issues in this case, the
commission has noted a number of subsidiary and related questions which we feel
require some comment. We recognize that an opinion of this length probably should
not be required for most judicial commission decisions, but this case has now been
before the courts of the church for over four years, and will soon be before its fifth
General Assembly. We believe it is imperative for the peace of the church that the
matter be fully and finally resolved.

SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE ORIGINAL COMPLAINT

The original complaint which was presented to the 11th General Assembly
contained five (5) points of difference with Mr. Lutjens’ views. Briefly stated, they
involved (1) invitation to the Lord’s supper, (2) baptism and the visible church, (3)
Sabbath observance, (4) the mode of baptism, and (5) women deacons. Points (3) and
(4) were not sustained by the 11th General Assembly and have never been in issue
since. The 12th General Assembly adopted a statement indicating that a position such
as that held by Mr. Lutjens as to women deacons should not in and of itself be deemed
sufficient grounds for denial of ordination. Thus, point (5) became moot. This left only
points (1) and (2) in dispute.

As to point (2), Mr. Lutjens has now stated that he would administer the sacrament
of baptism only to those joining the particular church, and that he would encourage
those not wishing to join the local church to be baptized upon their joining some other
local church of their choice. This change in his views was announced in July 1984 to
the Presbytery, and its seems clear to this commission that point (2) is no longer a real
issue.

Point (1) remains the only issue concerning which there is still significant debate.
However, the record is clear that Mr. Lutjens now has expressed his assent to a
"Session control" position, and the 14th General Assembly in June 1986 found, in
accordance with what the specific grammar of BCO 58-4 plainly allows, that the
Session may use its discretion as to whether membership in an evangelical church
should be required for one to participate in the Lord’s supper. In summary, then, the
majority of the commission is persuaded that Mr. Lutjens is in acceptable compliance
with the standards of our church.
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AUTHORITY OF JUDICIAL CASES V. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTIONS

The question is then raised: But did not the 11th General Assembly manifestly
hold a different viewpoint as to the meaning of BCO 58-4, and was not Presbytery
therefore obligated to obey the mandate of the 11th General Assembly? To this
question, we would reply: If it is assumed that the General Assembly clearly expressed
its judgment as to the meaning of BCO 58-4 at the 11th Assembly in 1983, the answer
can only be a resounding affirmative. We are committed as a church to a presbyterian
system of government, believing it to be that system most consistent with the Word of
God. For the directives of our highest court to be disobeyed or ignored with impunity
would be to destroy the foundation of our presbyterian church. The principle of
ecclesiastical authority must be maintained, and while we do not concur with the
complainants as to most of the specific points in this complaint, we believe they are to
be commended for their zeal and concern that this principle be maintained.

The general question as to the force of General Assembly judicial commission
decisions as compared with other General Assembly actions and deliverances, however,
needs further discussion. A commonly repeated statement is that to really resolve a
question under our system of government, the appropriate procedure is to make a
judicial case of it. This commission is not empowered to resolve such a fundamental
question, of course, but we feel that the following should be brought to the attention of
the General Assembly and the church.

In a judicial case at the General Assembly level, sixteen (16) voting members
render a written decision which is usually very brief. The only alternative before the
General Assembly as whole is to vote the entire decision up or down. If there are
multiple specifications in the complaint, there is no way to know whether those who
vote to approve the entire decision are actually voting in favor of each and every
specification. Allowable questions from the floor are basically only as to procedural or
technical matters, and substantive questions may not be discussed. No amendments are
allowed. It is very doubtful that many commissioners, particularly ruling elders who
often do not have the advantage of continuity achieved through annual attendance at the
Assembly, have a real understanding of the case, since they have neither heard nor seen
any evidence.

On the other hand, compare a General Assembly motion or deliverance, such as
that by the 12th General Assembly concluding that a minister or candidate should not
be excluded from office merely because he believes that the office of deacon is open to
women, as long as he does not practice that view; or that by the 14th General Assembly
concluding that whether or not membership in good standing in an evangelical church
is required for admission to the Lord’s supper is allowed by BCO 58-4 to be left to the
discretion of the session. In such cases the action is taken by the full body of the
Assembly after discussion on the floor as to substantive issues, with opportunities for
amendment being available to all voting members.

We must pose the question: Where is the mind of the whole church more likely to
be expressed? In the brief, though well considered, opinion of 16 members of a judicial
commission or in the deliberative judgment of perhaps 800 or 900 commissioners? If
there was indeed a conflict between the opinions of the 11th and 14th General
Assemblies on the meaning of BCO 58-4, and more will be said about that below, it
would seem at least questionable that the decision of a 16-member judicial commission
should have controlling weight in such circumstances. We believe the General
Assembly should consider the practical outworking of our system for resolving
disputes.
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We suggest that the actions, including deliverances and judicial decisions, of our
General Assemblies should be viewed as the periodic expressions of a dynamic,
ongoing organism called the body of Christ, or the church. Steadfastly adhering to the
inerrancy of the Word of God and striving to be faithful to our secondary standards, we
nevertheless recognize that we are always growing and maturing in our understanding
and application of scripture to the life of the church. Therefore, if the body says
something in 1984 or 1986 which is somewhat different, or appears to be somewhat
different from what it said in 1983, this is not because there are different churches
represented by the different General Assemblies. It simply means that the church has
made progress in its understanding of God’s truth (or in the eyes of the minority, has
fallen away from an earlier and better understanding).

The rational outgrowth of this principle would be that Mr. Lutjens and/or the
Presbytery should not be condemned in 1987 based on an apparent interpretation by the
11th General Assembly which has since been clarified by the 14th General Assembly.
However, it must be emphasized that the inferior courts were responsible to obey the
rulings of the 11th General Assembly unless and until modification was made by a
subsequent Assembly.

THE 11TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

We believe it is very regrettable that the judicial commission at the 11th General
Assembly chose to utilize a quoted interpretation of BCO 58-4 in its response to the
first specification of error rather than the actual language of BCO 58-4 itself.
Subsequent events have shown that there was already a considerable amount of
differing opinion within the church as to the correct understanding of this section, and
the manner in which the judicial commission phrased it only tended to bring further
confusion and disagreement into the body. Many had believed that BCO 58-4 required
that any person participating in the Lord’s supper must be a member of a particular
evangelical church or congregation, and the phraseology used tended to give further
weight to the position that "communicants in good standing in any evangelical church"
governed both parts of the subsection. Fuller consideration by the 14th General
Assembly, of course, resulted in the conclusion that the grammatical construction of
BCO 58-4 plainly demonstrated that "Session approved" persons is a separate and
distinct category from those who are "communicants in good standing in any
evangelical church."

The record indicates that Mr. Lutjens at first was not in agreement even with the
view now approved by the 14th General Assembly. A part of his understanding seems
to have been related to his view that being a part of the "visible" church does not always
or necessarily entail being a member of a "local" or "particular" church. This has
certainly been a position accepted by a number of prominent church fathers, but we do
not deem it necessary to discuss it further here. What is clear, however, is that Mr.
Lutjens did change his position to allow for the "Session control" position of BCO 58-4,
and this was recognized by the Presbytery’s Pastoral Committee in 1984. This was felt
by Presbytery to represent a change in his position such as would allow him to be
considered as being in conformity with the standards of the PCA.

The entire case of the complainants has rested upon there being only one possible
interpretation of BCO 58-4—amely, that formal church membership in a local
congregation is required for participation in the Lord’s supper. This is stated clearly in
the complainants’ brief which served as opening argument and in the complainants’
closing argument. There can be no doubt that the complainants sincerely believed that
the 11th General Assembly’s adoption of the judicial commission’s decision required
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this as the only possible interpretation of BCO 58-4, and hence there was frustration at
the Presbytery’s willingness to tolerate another possible interpretation. Yet to rest so
much on an illustrative sentence in a judicial ruling that General Assembly had no
opportunity to debate has been damaging to the peace and unity of the church, as this
case has demonstrated over four General Assembly meetings.

If the purity of the church should require clarification or modification of BCO 58-
4, or of any similar issue, we would suggest, as a footnote to this case, that it would
ordinarily be better to pursue such clarification by means of studied deliberation at
Presbytery or General Assembly level rather than by a judicial case, all too often
resulting in hardening of positions through personal defensiveness on all sides which
does not encourage objective study of issues in the light of Scripture. Further, it needs
to be carefully and prayerfully considered as to whether the institution of judicial
proceedings in this type of matter may unduly jeopardize an ongoing ministry when
other avenues for resolving interpretive issues are available.

THE REVIEW AND CONTROL EXCEPTION

In approving the Review and Control Committee’s exception to the Presbytery’s
September 1984 minutes, the 13th General Assembly in effect asked the Presbytery to
explain its action sustaining Mr. Lutjens’ reexamination, concluding that it was "not
clear” whether the Presbytery thought Mr. Lutjens had changed his views or simply that
Presbytery chose to accept them as they were. When the Presbytery sought to respond
by adopting an explanation which indicated that there had been a change in Mr.
Lutjens’ views, they were taken to task by the complainants for having rewritten the
minutes.

The posture in which this matter was referred back to the Presbytery placed them
in an intolerable dilemma. We understand that the Review and Control Committee was
pursuing what it felt to be a legitimate concern, but effectively requiring the Presbytery
to explain why its members had voted as they did a year earlier was to place it,
colloquially speaking, "between a rock and a hard place." On the one hand, Presbytery
sought to be compliant to Review and Control (knowing that it previously had been
charged with contumacy), but on the other hand, it had been required to do that which
was inherently impossible. Manifestly, there was no possible way the minds of those
presbyters present at the September 1984 meeting could be discerned by the Presbytery
members in January 1986. Further, the exception which Review and Control made was
not expressed in such a way as to indicate all of the possibilities. Mr. Lutjens’ view (1)
may have changed to be in conformity with the constitutional standards, (2) his views
may have stayed the same and been interpreted by presbytery as being in conformity,
or, in addition to those alternatives posed by Review and Control, (3) his views may
have changed and still been out of conformity, or (4) his views, whether the same or
changed, may have now been perceived by Presbytery as in conformity because of
clearer understanding of his views.

In retrospect, probably it would have been preferable for Presbytery to have
pleaded the impossibility of its assignment and requested another solution. But having
made a good faith effort, relying upon the report of the Pastoral Committee, it seems
unjust to charge the Presbytery with fault for its attempt to be obedient to the General
Assembly’s directive.

SUBMISSION

Much has been said throughout the history of this case in complaints, answers,
briefs, etc., about submission to the ecclesiastical authority of the General Assembly.
Because of this, and because many commissioners to the various Assemblies have not
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had access to the actual record in the case, we believe there may be a widespread
perception that the Presbytery of the Ascension is lacking in the degree of submission
to the will of the church at large which ought to be characteristic of the inferior courts
of our church. Certainly, the Presbytery has not always acted as wisely as it might
have, and the 12th General Assembly found it necessary to order the Presbytery to
move forward with the mandate of the preceding Assembly. Also, greater care should
have been exercised in the taping procedure in September 1984, since that was a
specific part of the Assembly’s directive. Further, much controversy could have been
avoided by Presbytery’s making its intent clearer when it approved Mr. Lutjens
following the initial disapproval of his views in 1983. However, it should also be noted
that the judicial commission in 1984 specifically did not sustain a charge of contumacy.
After lengthy review of the entire record, we have found little to support any perception
of a lack of an obedient spirit on the part of Ascension Presbytery. Certainly their
efforts have sometimes been flawed, but we are persuaded that they have acted out of a
sincere desire to obey the various mandates of the General Assemblies and, hopefully,
to bring an end to this controversy which has troubled the peace of the church in their
area.

In fairness, too, we must observe that complainants have not always demonstrated
a fully submissive spirit. The complainants were dissatisfied when their complaint was
ruled out of order by the Moderator of the 13th General Assembly and the full
Assembly sustained the Moderator’s ruling. Yet in their briefs they have continued to
refer to this action as an erroneous one. Without expressing our opinion as to the
propriety of that action, we must note that submission by the complainants would have
required them to accept the consequences of the General Assembly’s action in the same
way they have urged that the Presbytery should have done.

INTEMPERATE LANGUAGE

Throughout the history of this case, various judicial commissions have sensed the
need for admonitions as to gracious dealing between the parties in view of the vigorous
positions maintained. For example, the 11th General Assembly directed that "pastoral
concern, care, and prayer be exercised by Presbytery" and that Mr. Lutjens be given "all
love and instruction” that he might come into acceptable compliance. At the very next
Assembly (12th) the judicial commission thought it necessary to recommend that the
parties "be encouraged to devote themselves to the resolution of this problem with love,
patience, and humility."”

Despite these admonitions, the language of the various briefs has become
increasingly sharp and judgmental in tone. As a commission, we have been particularly
distressed when, after several commission members cautioned both sides against the
use of harsh, condemnatory language, the closing arguments contained language of the
very type that should have been avoided. We do not believe it would contribute to a
spirit of love and healing within the church for us to spell out specific language in this
opinion, but the instances of such language are numerous.

Disagreeing with a brother gives us no cause to treat him with distrust, suspicion,
or even thinly-veiled hostility. We strongly urge that the parties to this complaint,
including both complainants and respondents, particularly those most involved with the
drafting of documents, meet together in a spirit of mutual submission and love, and
repentance if needed, and resolve their differences for the glory of Jesus Christ and the
advancement of His church.
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OUR JUDICIAL PROCESS

As noted at various points in the above discussion, we believe that the General
Assembly can profitably direct its attention to possible improvements in our judicial
process. We are particularly concerned that our members throughout the PCA become
more familiar with the Biblical necessity and pattern for discipline. It is imperative, if
the blessing of God’s Spirit is to be upon the endeavors of our denomination, that
disputes be resolved at the lowest possible level in accordance with scriptural norms,
e.g., Matthew 18. We are convinced that although we are a church with many diverse
perspectives and differing historical roots, a determination to resolve our differences
with a proper balance of zeal for truth, love for the brethren, and insistence upon our
unity beneath the umbrella of God’s Word and our secondary standards will bring great
good to the church and that both the peace and the purity of the body will be promoted
to the glory of Jesus Christ our King.

IV. Conclusion

We, the members of your judicial commission, believe that the issues in this case
have been more fully explored and considered, with all of the parties present for a long
part of our meeting, than has thus far been the case. We concur with the complainants
that the purity of the church needs to be carefully guarded. We also agree with the
Presbytery of the Ascension that the protracted nature of this disagreement has had a
detrimental effect upon the peace and growth of the church in the Presbytery. We are
highly desirous that the parties to this case may learn to live and work together in love
and harmony as fellow servants of our Lord. In conclusion, then, we strongly plead that
this matter be fully and finally resolved by the 15th General Assembly and that no
further action be taken.

Respectfully Submitted,
John Van H. Voorhis, Chairman
David Dively, Secretary

ENROLLMENT OF THE COMMISSION
TE Donald Stone, Philadelphia

TE Stephen Smallman, Delmarva

TE James Hope, Palmetto

TE J. Ted Lester, Jr., North Georgia

TE John L. Vance, Northeast

TE Wi illiam Barker, Western Carolina
TE Donald Post, New River

TE J. Philip Clark, Pacific

TE David R. Dively, Great Lakes

RE John Van Voorhis, Calvary

RE Leonard Buckman, Philadelphia

RE Robert Ransom, James River

RE E. Andrews Grinstead HI, New Jersey
RE Rene Schmidt, Southern Florida

RE Harry Jennings, Great Lakes

RE Richard Springer, New Jersey
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MINUTES OF COMMISSION

1 On October 10, 1986 at Ramada Inn, Pittsburgh, PA Convener Donald Stone called the
commission to order as he led in prayer at 7:40 p.m. and read 1 Kings 3:5-12, James 1:2-8, and
Hebrews 11:6.

2. The Commission organized itself as follows:

A.  Motion: to nominate John Van Voorhis as chairman.
Motion: to close nomination and elect by acclamation John Van Voorhis. Seconded, adopted.
B.  Motion: to nominate David Dively as secretary.
Motion: to close nomination and elect by acclamation David Dively.
Seconded and adopted.
C.l. Motion: to seat RE Jennings and Springer as delegates/ commissioners. Seconded, adopted.
2. Motion: to seat TE Clark and Dively as delegates/commissioners.
Seconded, adopted.
3. Motion: to establish the enroliment of the commission as follows:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Donald Stone, Philadelphia, John Van Voorhis, Calvary
Convener Leonard Buckman, Philadelphia

Stephen Smallman, Delmarva Robert Ransom, James River

James Hope, Palmetto E. Andrews Grinstead 11, NJ

J. Ted Lester, Jr., North Georgia Rene Schmidt, Southern Florida

John L. Vance, Northeast Harry Jennings, Great Lakes

William Barker, Western Carolina Richard Springer, New Jersey

Donald Post, New River
J. Philip Clark, Pacific
David R. Dively, Great Lakes Motion: Seconded, adopted.
4. Motion: to certify a quorum being present according to BCO 15-3.
Seconded, adopted.
5. Motion: to approve the excuses of RE Chewning, Elam, Reynolds.
Seconded, adopted.
6. Motion: to not tape the commission’s proceedings. Seconded, adopted.
Motion: to recess at 9:20 p.m. for five minutes. Seconded, adopted.

3. Upon reconvening, the chairman announced that the commission was about to pass to the
consideration of the case, TE Carl Bogue el al. vs. the Presbytery of Ascension. He enjoined the
members to recollect and regard their high character as judges of the court of Jesus Christ, and the
solemn duty in which they are about to engage (BCO 32-12). The commissioners unanimously
declared, with the raising of their right hands, their ability to hear and adjudicate without prejudice
and with an open mind.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Smallman and Mr. Lester.

4. The following were present as Complainants and Respondents:

Complainants Respondents

TE Robert Peterson TE Arnold L. Frank

TE Peter Stazen n TE Dale B. Welden

TE Carl W. Bogue TE Bob Eickelberg (Robert P.)

TE Charles Winkler
TE Thomas M. Gregory

5. The Chairman declared that the commission’s understanding is that the record of the case include
all documents as follows:

Al-32, BI-59, CI-26, DI-40, EI-23, FI-14. (It was noted that D-6 really was D-7 and
D-7 was D-6).
The Complainant and Respondent concurred. (See Appendix A.)

6. The Chairman affirmed that the commissioners are familiar with the record of the case; and that,
with the consent of both parties, the oral reading of the record will be waived in light of it’s being
distributed and studied prior to this meeting. The Respondents requested that pages C-10 and 11 be
read. The clerk read these pages.

The Complainants and Respondents waived any further oral reading from the record. They also
expressed satisfaction with the record as being accurate and complete.
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Complainants (TE Bogue and TE Peterson) presented their opening arguments orally and in
writing. (See Appendix G.)

Motion: to recess for five minutes at 11:00 p.m. Seconded, adopted.

Reconvened at 11:05 p.m.

Motion: to allow thirty minutes of questions before we recess for the night and after the
respondents complete their opening arguments. Seconded, adopted.

The Respondents (TE Winkler and TE Gregory) presented their opening argument orally and in
writing. (See Appendix H.)

Members began their questioning of the complainants and respondents at 12:40 a.m.

Motion: to extend time for questions ten minutes. Seconded, adopted.

Motion: to recess at 1:20 a.m. until 8:30 a.m., with complainants and respondents to appear at 9:00
a.m. Seconded, adopted.

Commission reconvened at 8:40 a.m. with prayer by Jim Hope and a reading of Philippians 4:2-9
by Chairman. Further prayer was offered by Don Post and Harry Jennings.

All  members of the commission were present, and a Quorum was declared.
The Chairman reviewed the Guidelines for Judicial Commissions to adjudicate Complaints, our
present position, and the procedures for the day. Discussion concerning the case ensued.

The Complainants and Respondents were summoned at 9:30 a.m. Commission members
proceeded to question the complainants and respondents to clarify the case. Seconded, adopted.
Motion: to recess for five minutes at 10:17 a.m. Seconded and adopted.

Commission reconvened at 10:25 a.m. The questioning period continued.

Motion: to recess at 11:50 a.m. until after lunch. Seconded, adopted.

Prayer offered by Donald Stone.

Commission reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with prayer by Donald Stone.

Motion: to move to the closing arguments. Seconded, adopted.

The Respondents distributed a written closing statement, and presented their statement orally from
1:05 p.m. through 2:25 p.m. (See Appendix J.)

The Complainants distributed a written closing statement, and presented their statement orally from
1:25 p.m. through 2:35 p.m. (See Appendix K.)

Motion: to go into closed session to discuss and consider the merits of the complaint. Seconded,
adopted.

Motion: to adjourn at 4:00 p.m. Seconded, adopted.

Motion: that the decision of the commission will be announced upon completion of the written
report. Seconded, adopted.

The Commission proceeded to discussion of the merits of the complaint.

Motion: approve minutes to this point as read by the Secretary. Seconded, adopted.

Motion: to reconvene in Pittsburgh at a time to be determined by the clerk after consulting withall
the members. Seconded and adopted.

The order of the day having arrived, the commission adjourned at 4:10 p.m. with prayer by Philip
Clark.

The meeting of the Commission reconvened at Quality Inn in Pittsburgh, PA on January 30,1987
at 7:30 P.M. with Chairman reading from Isaiah 40. A season of prayer followed.

Roll was taken with all members present.

The court being in closed session, discussion on the case ensued.

Motion: to begin to discuss complaint to General Assembly case 6, 14-69, Exhibit B, as it is found
on MINUTES, 14th GENERAL ASSEMBLY, page. 158-59. Seconded, Adopted.

General Discussion continued.

Motion: TE Barker be asked to write an answer to specification 1 of complaint, and bring it back
in the morning. Seconded, adopted.

Motion: to amend by changing "specification 1” to "the specifications". Adopted

Motion as amended adopted.

Motion: to recess at 11:05 p.m. and reconvene at 8:30 a.m. Seconded, adopted. Closed with
prayer by Jim Hope.

Reconvened at 8:55 a.m. with reading from | Cor. 12, 13 and a season of prayer.

TE Barker presented his working paper for discussion by the Commission.

Discussion continued with brief recess from 10:30 to 10:45.

After further discussion commission recessed at 11:45 for lunch with prayer by Len Buckman.
Commission reconvened at 1:15 p.m. with prayer by John Vance.
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Each member was given opportunity to express his opinion.
The Commission moved, without further debate, to each specification, in this form: "Shall this
specification of error be sustained?"

Specification 1 4-12-0
Specification 2 4-11-1
Specification 3 5-10-1
Specification 4 11-5-0
Specifications 4-11-1

Motion: In light of the fact that specification 4 deals with a procedural inaction of Presbytery, we
deem that no action is called for. Seconded, adopted.
Motion: to adopt following explanations:

SPECIFICATION NO. 1 is denied (4-12-0). Ascension Presbytery furnished sufficient
evidence in the Minutes of March 7-8,1986 to show that Kurt Lutjens’ view on the sacraments and
church membership had changed at least to the "Session approval” position. Since the burden of
proof must, in Christian charity, fall upon the complainants, it is not right to charge that the
Presbytery’s response is "contrary to fact" (Wording approved 14-1-1).

SPECIFICATION NO. 2 is denied (4-11-1). Presbytery understood the allowing of the
"Session approval™ position as one possible interpretation of Book of Church Order 58-4, and Mr.
Lutjens’ views had changed at least to this extent. The Minutes of March 7-8, 1986 document this
change. Since the tape of Mr. Lutjens’ re-examination was not available, the Presbytery properly
relied on Minutes of the Pastoral Committee and a paper by Mr. Lutjens of Spring 1984. The fact
that this paper was part of the evidence before the Twelfth General Assembly’s Judicial
Commission does not necessarily indicate that that General Assembly disapproved of these
particular statements. The Eleventh General Assembly’s decision on Judicial Case 2 did interpret
BCO 58-4 as requiring church membership for admission to the Lord’s Supper; however, the
Fourteenth General Assembly approved a broader interpretation, which appears to this Commission
to be consistent with the grammatical construction of BCO 58-4. (Wording approved 14-2-0.)

SPECIFICATION NO. 3 is denied (5-10-1). It is not correct to say that Preshytery
"specifically refused” to interpret the action at the time it was taken. It is inherently impossible for
a church court later to interpret an action taken at a previous meeting when no explanation was
offered at that time. The Thirteenth General Assembly’s Review and Control Committee was
pursuing a legitimate concern in asking for an interpretation, but the question was asked in a way
that was impossible to answer. While it was a mistake to attempt to clarify the minutes, Presbytery
sought in good faith to answer. (Wording approved 14-2-0.)

SPECIFICATION NO. 4 is sustained (11-5-0). Presbytery has acknowledged on page 16 of
its October 10-11, 1986 Brief that it did not address this point of the complaint to Preshytery.
Since the explanation for the handling of the minutes is dealt with in Specification No. 3, no further
amends are called for. (Wording approved 13-3-0.)

SPECIFICATION NO. 5 is denied (4-11-1). The Judicial Commission’s ruling on Case 2
adopted by the Eleventh General Assembly did indeed interpret BCO 58-4 as requiring church
membership for participation in the Lord’s Supper, and therefore the complainants legitimately
pursued their complaint out of concern for due respect for ecclesiastical authority and out of
concern for the importance of the relationship of church membership and the sacraments.
However, on the basis of the Fourteenth General Assembly’s decision allowing a broader
interpretation of BCO 58-4, the "Session approval" position is now a legitimate basis for
Presbytery’s acceptance of Mr. Lutjens’ views. It is not correct to say that Presbytery declared that
BCO 58-4’s intent is " to not require membership in an evangelical church" since Presbytery
recognized that in all but very extraordinary circumstances church membership would be required
for admission to the sacraments. (Wording approved 14-2-0.)

Motion: PARTIES BE NOTIFIED AS DEEMED PROPER, AND THAT STATED CLERK BE
INSTRUCTED TO PUBLISH THE REPORT IN PRE-ASSEMBLY MATERIALS. Seconded,
adopted.

Motion: Chairman be instructed to formulate the commission’s report to the Assembly. Seconded,
adopted.

Motion: TE Steve Smallman and TE Don Post present report to complainants and respondents and
Mr. Lutjens as soon as practical. Seconded, adopted.

Motion: TE Steve Smallman present report at 15th General Assembly. Seconded, adopted.
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33. Motion: to dispense with reading of the minutes and approve minutes as recorded. Seconded,
adopted.

34. Motion: to express thanks to Chairman, Secretary and Convener. Seconded, adopted.

35. Motion: adjourn 4:00 p.m. with prayer by RE Harry Jennings. Seconded, adopted.

Respectfully Submitted,
David R. Dively

The following dissent by TE Palmer Robertson was found to be in temperate and
respectful language and was received and ordered spread upon the minutes. (It was
received in 15-81, p. 167, but is included here for easier reference.)

Out of concern for the peace of the Church, and feeling that a judicial decision on a significant
issue that has been based on improper grounds can only lead to confusion and misunderstanding in
the Church, the following dissent is offered.
A DISSENT
from the Decision of the 15th General Assembly
on the case of Bogue vs. Presbytery of the Ascension

In the report of the Judicial Commission to the Assembly, the principal and repeated reason
given for the decision of the Commission was based on an ex post facto decision of the 14th
General Assembly. As an appeals court, the Judicial Commission erred in allowing the June, 1986,
decision of the 14th General Assembly to be introduced into the case, when the Commission’s own
record of the history of the case ended in March of 1986.

New evidence or new opinions of church courts might serve as a basis for remanding the case

to the court of original jurisdiction. But in no case may new materials become part of the case
before an appeals court, which is specifically limited to the record of the case. This principle
would apply particularly to materials that come into being after the matters related to the case have
been concluded.
Others agreeing in the dissent: TE Stanley Gale, TE Thomas Sullivan, TE Roland Bames, TE
Vaughn Hathaway, Jr., RE James Luce, TE John Lash, TE Timothy Habbershon, TE Howard
Griffith, TE Brent Bradley, RE David Coffin, Jr., RE David Lachman, TE David Dively, RE
Stanley Wells, TE Kenneth Gentry, Jr., TE Byron Snapp, RE Ronald Brown, RE Gary Flye, RE
Richard Larson, TE Ross Lindley, TE Frank J. Smith, TE James Jones, Jr., TE James Hope, RE
Ernest Hountz, RE Louis Schuler, TE Eric Dye, TE William H. Smith, TE Rodney King, RE
Jeffrey Young, RE Virgil Roberts.

15-63 Worship and Recess

The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly joined in worship under the
leadership of Pacific Presbytery. The session then recessed with the benediction of the
worship service.

MINUTES-THURSDAY AFTERNOON
June 18,1987

Ninth Session

15-64 Assembly Reconvened.

The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of "Now Thank We All
Our God" and prayer led by RE Steven Fox. TE Frank Barker was invited to serve as
temporary moderator.
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15-65 Committee on Nominations.
TE Roland Barnes led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

Class of 1991
John Love, Calvary Robert Liken, Philadelphia
Charles Turner, Southwest

Alternates
David McKay, Great Lakes Richard Herbert, Pacific Northwest

COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Class of 1990
Ralph Mittendorff, Southern Florida

Class of 1991
Glen McClung, Western Carolina Stanley D. Wells, Mid-America
Lewis Hodge, Tennessee Valley

Alternates
Ronald L. Shaw, Southwest John Johnson, Evangel

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA
Class of 1991
Charles McGowan, Southeast Alabama Charles McEwen, Evangel
Philip D. Douglass, Missouri
Alternates
William Whitwer, Mississippi Valley Maurice McPhee, Pacific Northwest
COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD
Class of 1991
Addison P. Soltau, Great Lakes J. L. Thompson HI, Tennessee Valley
W. Jack Williamson, SE Alabama

Alternates
David L. Cross, Susquehanna Valley Robert Mifflin, Delmarva

ASSEMBLY THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE

Class of 1990
Paul Kooistra, Warrior Thomas McCallie, Tennessee Valley
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Alternates
John DeBardeleben, Philadelphia Joseph H. Hall, Missouri

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Class of 1989
Charles Gene Parks, Central Carolina
Class of 1990
-, Great Lakes Leland Nichols, James River
Alternates
Kenneth Hash, Central Carolina George Gulley, Grace

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Class of 1991
David R. Dively, Great Lakes Donald Campbell, Eastern Canada
Alternates
Rod Mays, New River Grandville Dutton, North Texas

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT COLLEGE

Class of 1991
Arthur Broadwick, Ascension Robert Butterfield, Central Florida
Robert S. Rayburn, Pacific Northwest Myron Dunton, Mid-America
Dale Smith, North Texas Joel Belz, Western Carolina

Stephen Leonard, Missouri

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Class of 1991
John Reeves, Mississippi Valley Clark Breeding, North Texas
TE Bill Combs, South Texas John Prentis, Missouri

Robert Burrows, Missouri
Lanny Moore, Southern Florida

TRUSTEES FOR INVESTOR’S FUND

Class of 1991
TE Robert Wilcox, Central Carolina

TRUSTEES FOR INSURANCE, ANNUITY, AND RELIEF FUND

Class of 1988
David Jussely, Grace
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Class of 1989
Louis Philhower, Central Georgia

Class of 1990
Thomas Leopard, Evangel

Class of 1991
S. Michael Preg, Jr., Missouri

BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION

Class of 1991
Ralph Lord, Mississippi Valley
R. Larson Mick, Tennessee Valley

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF RIDGE HAVEN

Class of 1992
Malcolm M. Griffith, Gulf Coast Royce Waites, Palmetto

Recommendations
1 That the Assembly authorize the Stated Clerk to mail out ballots by simple first
class mail and not certified, which is far more costly and time consuming.Adopted
2. That the Assembly ratify the election by the Committee of the Chairman and
Secretary for next year, and authorize this as the standard procedure hereafter.
Adopted

Respectfully submitted,
Henry M. Hope, Jr., Chairman

It was noted that the Committee’s new chairman and secretary will be TE Peter Stazen
and RE Walter Lastovica, respectively.

15-66 Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education and Publications.
TE Erwin Morrison led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.
I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Minutes of CE/P of June 23, 1986; Sept. 4 and 5, 1986, Dec. 4 and 5, 1986
and Feb. 19 and 20, 1987.
Budget for fiscal year 1988.
Audit report of June 30, 1986.
Business carried over.
Report of the permanent CE/P Committee.
1. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
We looked at the plans of the permanent committee to expand the ministry of
CE/P with respect to the directions given to it by recent General Assemblies. We
were encouraged by the expansion of our ministry of education in the areas of
youth, missions and the elderly.
We dealt at some length with the issues facing us in our relationship with the
OPC in the joint venture of Great Commission Publications. After lengthy

moow
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discussion with a representative of G.C.P. and the Permanent Committee we were
satisfied that questions relating to our equity and support of G.C.P. were
adequately answered.

The items which consumed the next greatest amount of the Committee’s time
were the proposed changes in the Messenger. The key issue before us was the
question of the News Information Office and the inclusion of an editorial column.
Recommendations

1. That the CE/P Committee minutes for 1986-87 (June, September, December

and February) be approved with notations. Adopted
2. That thanks be extended to the entire CE/P staff for their faithful ministry to
the PCA during the past year. Adopted

3. That the 1987 General Assembly express its thanks to RE Arthur Matthews
for his diligent and faithful work as editor of the PCA Messenger during the
past nine years. Adopted

4. That the Women In the Church be commended for their generous
contribution to the 1986 Love Gift for Covenant Seminary. They raised
$100,000 dollars for the seminary wives project, which set a new record.

Adopted

5. That the General Assembly urge sessions to encourage their local WIC to
view the 1987 WIC Love Gift program and consider making a contribution
before the end of the year. The 1987 Love Gift will go to CE/P for expanding
the WIC ministry in the PCA. Adopted

TE Frank J. Smith and TE Rodney King requested their negative votes be recorded.

6. That the 1988 WIC Love Gift project be directed to Mission to North America
and their cross-cultural ministries project. Adopted

7. That the 1987 General Assembly express its thanks to the members of the
Women’s Advisory Sub-Committee for their diligence in serving the PCA
and CE/P in this capacity. Adopted

8. That in order to develop a better spirit of denominationalism and
connectionalism among the women of the PCA, the Assembly approve an
Assembly wide WIC Conference for 1989. Adopted

TE Frank J. Smith and TE Rodney King requested their negative votes be recorded.

9. That in order to expand the MESSENGER in accordance with the original
assignment from the Fourth General Assembly, and as explained in the
Permanent Committee report (Appendix D, p. 290), CE/P be authorized to
include a column open to various viewpoints expressed by the editor and
others on issues before the church, and paid advertising for evangelical and
reformed programs, materials and services available to our churches.Adopted

An amendment to delete the words "a column open...before the church” failed and affirmative
votes recorded are TE Frank J. Smith and TE Rodney King.

10. That in order to keep the church membership informed, and challenged about
the PCA’s ministry at home and throughout the world, each local session
encourage its members to subscribe by January 1, 1988 to the PCA
MESSENGER either individually or by church group enrollment.  Adopted

11. That churches not presently using the Bulletin Supplement from CE/P be
urged to contact the CE/P office about using the supplement. Adopted

12. That, in order to assist CE/P and others involved in ministering to our pastors
and wives, the CE/P Committee urges each presbytery in the PCA, if they
have not done so, to establish a committee for the purpose of being available
to encourage, assist and counsel those involved in fulltime ministry. Adopted
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13. That Don MacNair be given the floor for a brief partial report on the
Assembly’s Certification Committee, including a presentation on the "display
of seminaries” information assigned by the 1986 Assembly to CE/P.

Adopted, with the provision that the appearance ofTE Donald MacNair be waived
and with the amendment that the Assembly not receive as information the progress
report,from which the name ofPrinceton Seminary was deleted by amendment.

14. That BCO 19-10 phrase, "...having licensed him to preach..." be deleted.
Referred to JB for response to this Assembly. See 15-84, p. 183for response and
action.

15. That the 15th General Assembly make the following changes in the BCO 19-

9.

a. delete "if...needed"

b. capitalize "B" of before

c. delete "...is for him to"

d. substitute for (c) above: "he shall*, making the changed paragraph to

read, "Before he begins his period of internship he shall give to..."

Referred to JB for response to this Assembly. See 15-84, p. 183 for response and

action.

16. That clerks of sessions and presbyteries be asked to cooperate with CE/P in
distributing promotional materials to their respective members informing
them of the various conferences and training programs conducted by CE/P
during the coming year. Adopted

17. That, in concurrence with the action of the 1986 General Assembly regarding
the PCA News/Information Office, the CE/P Committee recommends that
said office be set up under CE/P and that all committees, agencies and the
Stated Clerk’s office be urged to assist and cooperate with this office in
distributing the news and information of the PCA. This News Information
Office shall be funded equally by the four Permanent Committees.

Deferred, 15-91, 111, 20, p. 190

18. That the proposed budget, as presented by COA, be approved.

Deferred, 15-91, III, 11, p. 189

19a. That the Fifteenth General Assembly note that, in accordance with the direc-
tive of the Fourteenth General Assembly, the Permanent Committee of CE/P

did perform its annual evaluation of its Coordinator, resulting in a positive

recommendation that he be continued in his position. Adopted
b. That TE Charles H. Dunahoo be reelected Coordinator for CE/P for the next
year. Adopted

20. That the report of the Permanent Committee (Appendix D, p. 290) on the
ministry of CE/P be accepted and approved as generally fulfilling CE/P’s

mandate by the General Assembly. Adopted
21. That the Communications Ad Hoc Committee be dismissed with thanks.
Adopted

22. That the Fifteenth PCA General Assembly take note of the recent action of
the Board of GCP in stating that the "contribution inequities" between PCA
and OPC for GCP "involves an in house corporate liability and places no
legal obligation on either denomination.” (GCP Board minutes, 9-19-1986, p.
2); that we commend CE/P for its continuing support of the joint venture; and
that we encourage CE/P to set a program priority on reaching the goal of
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equal cash contributions with the OPC toward the joint venture with Great
Commission Publications. Adopted

23. That the Fifteenth General Assembly express its appreciation to the
Permanent Committee for their faithful and diligent service in this past year.
Adopted

24. To receive and approve the audit report. Adopted

IV. Business Carried Over
Item 1:
12-36, m, 17, p. 106
That a denominational ad-hoc committee to study the communications policy of the PCA be
appointed and that the committee be comprised of: four members at large (to be selected by the
four coordinators); one advisory member from each program staff and two members from each of
the four permanent commiuees. The committee will recommend denominational policies and
procedures in such areas as publications, a communication office and training in communication.

That it be answered by Recommendation 21 Adopted

Item 2:

12-36, HI, 18, p. 106

That because the PCA continues to grow nationally and internationally and because it is important
to keep our mission before the world; that the General Assembly allow the CE/P Committee and
the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to develop a plan to establish a denominational news
office and that a report of the progress be made tothe 13th General Assembly.

That it be answered by Recommendation 17. Seel5-91, III, 20, p. 190.

Item 3:

14-67, HI, 5, p. 146

That the General Assembly receive a progress report from the Ad Hoc Communications
Committee’s activities, and continue the Committee for at least one more year, as partial
fulfillment of the Business Carried Over.

That it be answered by Recommendations 17 and 21.

Item 4:

14-67, 111, 25, p. 147

WHEREAS, the PCA has entered into a contractual relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in the mauer of the incorporation of Great Commission Publications, and,

WHEREAS, that contractual relationship has accumulated an indebtedness to the PCA in excess of
$600,000, and,

WHEREAS, that indebtedness is not fully disclosed in the annual audit of the books of the CE/P,
since it is not a proper subject of that audit,

THEREFORE, the 14th General Assembly of the PCA requests that the CE/P include in its audit
report for fiscal 1987, at the 15th General Assembly, a summary audit of the Great Commissions
Publications Corporation for that same or analogous fiscal year, together with explanatory and
interpretive information, and further that the CE/P report on the status of its relationship with GCP,
and the status of the contractual agreements including cumulative contribution and cumulative debt
liability charts for the past eleven years. The 14th General Assembly also request that GCP audit
reports be included with the CE/P audit report for each year thereafter.

That it be answered by Recommendation 22. Adopted
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Item 5:

14-67, HI, 28, p. 147

That the Assembly direct the CE/P, through its Theological Certification Committee, to undertake a
study of seminaries being used by our presbyteries to determine whether or not their curricula
conform to the General Assembly’s Uniform Curriculum, and that those findings be made available
to the presbyteries to assist them in guiding candidates for the gospel ministry. These findings will
also be communicated to those seminaries.

That it be answered by Recommendation 13. Adopted

Item 6:

14-67, 111, 30, p. 148

That the General Assembly approve in principle the concept of a single communications instrument
for public relations, solicitations for financial and spiritual support, and news of all PCA Permanent
Committees.

That it be answered by Recommendations 9, 17 and 21. Adopted

Item 7:

14-74,in, 62, p. 175

That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop standards
for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and thefact that an evaluation has been
conducted be reported annually as a part of their minutes.

That it be answered by Recommendation 19a. Adopted

Respectfully submitted,
Erwin Morrison, Chairman
Randy Smith, Secretary

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Calvary TE Charles Champion
Central Carolina RE Ross Miller

Central Georgia TE Randy Q. Smith
Delmarva TE O. Palmer Robertson
Evangel TE Ron Steele

Grace RE John Hansbrough
Great Lakes TE David Stockment
Gulf Coast TE J. William Clark
Mid-America TE Steven Reese
Missouri TE Roger Hunt
Northeast RE Jeff Young

Palmetto TE LeRoy H. Ferguson
Philadelphia TE Erwin Morrison
Siouxlands RE Kenneth Nogelmeier
Susquehanna Valley RE Greg Donovan

The Assembly recessed for refreshment at 3:20 following prayer by TE Allen

Baker. The Assembly resumed business at 3:45 with prayer by RE L.B. Austin, with
RE Gerald Sovereign returning to the chair.
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15-67 Protest.

A protest by TE Edmund Clowney was found to be couched in temperate and
respectful language and was received and ordered spread upon the minutes. (See 15-
55, p. 121 for the text of the protest.)

15-68 Committee of Commisssioners on Insurance, Annuities, and Relief.

TE John Robertson, chairman, led in prayer. RE James L. Hughes, Director of the
IAR Funds, gave a brief report on the affairs of IAR during the past year. He then
introduced Miss Ruthanna Wilson, daughter of TE Charles Wilson, who briefly thanked
the Assembly for the assistance given her family through the Ministerial Relief Fund.
TE Robertson then presented the Committee’s report (Appendix G, p. 303).

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. The minutes of the Board of Trustees meeting for June 23, 1986, August 22,
1986, November 7 and 8, 1986 and March 6, 1987. The minutes were
received early in the mail for each commissioner for review.

B. Audit Report.

C. Report of the Board of Trustees to the 15th General Assembly.

D. Overture 17.

E. Business carried over from last year regarding evaluation of agency director.
I1. Major Issues Discussed included:

A. The minutes, annual financial report of the Board, and the report of the Board

of Trustees to the Committee of Commissioners.
B. Overture 17 from teaching elders George Crocker and Vaughn Hathaway

regarding the IAR response to Social Security and post-retirement and

medical benefits was discussed.

C. The directives of last year’s General Assembly regarding standards for the
evaluation of agency directors and the requirement for an annual review has
been accomplished according to the minutes of the Board of Trustees dated
November 7 and 8, 1986.

D. The Committee discussed with the Board and Staff of IAR the use of the term
"Position Paper" relative to the communication on Social Security, and urged
the use of more judicious language in future communications.

I11. Recommendations:
1. That the General Assembly remind its ministers:

(a) that the only legal ground for opting out of the Social Security system is
conscientious or religious principles objection to participating in a
government sponsored program (with respect to services performed as a
minister) which makes payments in the event of death, disability, old age
or retirement, or makes payments towards the costs of or provides
services for, medical care, and

(b) that those whose consciences do not allow such participation should
make adequate alternative arrangements for disability, survivor, and
post-retirement health coverages and retirement income. Adopted

2. That the General Assembly encourage all PCA congregations to support the
annual Christmas Gift offering and that the presbyteries be encouraged to
docket time this fall to view the eighteen minute video tape explaining the

Insurance, Annuities, and Reliefs Christmas Relief Fund. Adopted

3. That the General Assembly continue to authorize the Board of Trustees to
enhance the Plans and set premium rates for all insurance programs
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administered by the Trustees to become effective January 1 of each year.
Premium rates each year will reflect the best judgment of the Trustees based
on claims experience and all other appropriate factors. Rates will normally
be changed no more often than once per year, except when necessary to
maintain the viability of an insurance plan, and then no more often than once
each six months. Adopted

That the Minutes of the Board meetings of June 23, 1986; August 22, 1986;
November 7 and 8, 1986; and March 6, 1987 be approved without exception.

Adopted
That the audit report dated December 31, 1986 by Kent, Nobles and Martin
Certified Public Accountants, be approved. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve Arthur Andersen and Company as
auditor for IAR for 1987. Adopted

That the revised 1987 budget be received. (Appendix C, p. 285) Adopted
That the 1988 budget be received with the understanding that this budget is a
spending plan and that adjustments will be made during the year, if necessary,
by the Trustees. Such adjustments will be reported to the next General
Assembly. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the Board’s action in amending the
Trustees’ Bylaws: Article 1l, Section 1, Paragraph 1, entitled "Board of
Trustees”. (See Appendix, G, Attachment A, p. 306.) Adopted
That the General Assembly amend Section 10, H.l., Paragraph 3 of the
Bylaws of the Presbyterian Church in America, A Corporation, as shown on
Appendix G, Attachment B, p. 306. Adopted
Rationale: Assets held in trust by the Trustees now exceed $23,000,000. It is
important to expand the size of the Board to accommodate the expanding
responsibility of a growing agency. Other PCA committees and agencies
have larger representation from the denomination. Both Covenant College
and Covenant Seminary have similar provisions for Board members to
succeed themselves. Such provisions make for better continuity for a Board
which depends on men with expertise in specialized fields.

That the General Assembly extend the terms of the Class of 1987 to assign
TE David Jussely to the Class of 1988 and RE Louis Philhower to the Class
of 1989. Adopted
That the Third Amendment to the Presbyterian Church in America Money
Purchase Pension Plan be adopted. (See Appendix G, Attachment C, p. 307.)
Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and included in the
Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted
That the Fifth Amendment to the Presbyterian Church in America Voluntary
Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan be adopted. (See Appendix G, Attachment D, p.
308.) Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and included
in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted
That the Third Amendment to the Presbyterian Church in America Long-
Term Disability Plan be adopted. (See Appendix G, Attachment E, p. 309.)
Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and included in the
Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted
That the General Assembly urge PCA churches, presbyteries, committees,
and agencies to use the PCA MINISTER’S COMPENSATION
WORKSHEET (supplied at no charge by the IAR office) to spell out salary,
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
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benefits, and professional expenses, and that the term "TOTAL PACKAGE"
no longer be used. Adopted

That the General Assembly adopt the Fourth Amendment to the Presbyterian
Church in America Money Purchase Pension Plan (Appendix G, Attachment
F, p. 310). Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and
included in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted

That the General Assembly adopt the Sixth Amendment to the Presbyterian
Church in America Voluntary Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan (Appendix G,
Attachment G, p. 311). Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be
adopted and included in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted

That the General Assembly adopt the Second Amendment to the Trust
Agreement for the Presbyterian Church in America Money Purchase Pension
Plan (Attachment H, p. 312). Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be
adopted and included in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted

That the General Assembly adopt the Third Amendment to the Trust
Agreement for the Presbyterian Church in America Voluntary Tax-Sheltered
Annuity Plan (Appendix G, Attachment I, p. 313). Further, that the
Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and included in the Minutes of the

General Assembly. Adopted
That Overture 17, p. 41, be answered in the negative. Adopted
Grounds:

1. The reprinted article was shared with PCA ministers in an attempt to
provide helpful information on which they could make intelligent
decisions about Social Security.

2. The General Assembly over the past several years has granted the Board
of Trustees the prerogative of setting premiums based on "claims
experience and all other appropriate factors,” which include actuarial
and underwriting considerations. It would be less than sound business
procedure to expect the Board of Trustees to set premiums for insurance
coverages on the basis of inadequate information concerning claims
experience and actuarial and underwriting soundness.

3. The theological issues addressed in this overture have not as yet been
sufficiently studied and debated by the Assembly.

4. The Board of Trustees is presently seeking to develop a plan which will
allow non-Medicare participants to remain in the plan with primary
coverage during retirement.

5. The failure to charge a larger premium for retired teaching elders who
are not covered by Medicare would be discriminating against
participants in the plan who are covered by Medicare.

6. To alter the structure of the Board of Trustees as proposed by Overture
17 would negate the fiduciary responsibility of the Board.

That the General Assembly commend the Board of Trustees and staff of IAR

for work well done during the past year. Adopted

That the report as a whole be approved. Adopted

Respectfully submitted,

John W. Robertson, Chairman

Thomas J. Stein, Secretary

Donald K. Remillard, Assistant Secretary
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Commissioner

TE Donald Remillard
TE David Frierson

RE Charles H. Davis
TE Joe Grider

TE Robert C. Schoof
TE R. Thomas Cheely
RE Tom Stein

RE William A. Long, Jr.
RE Louis Schuler

TE Gerrit DeYoung
RE Ron Taylor

TE John W. Robertson
TE James G. Edwards

Clerk’s Note: Recommendations 9, 10, and 11 were handled in 15-28, p. 97. They are
included here for easier reference.

15-69 Committee of Commisssioners on PCA Foundation.

TE Archie Moore, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report
(Appendix N, p. 412). RE Jack Hudson, PCA Foundation Director, made a brief
presentation.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Reviewing of the Minutes of the Board of Directors of the PCA Foundation
dated September 9, 1986 and February 21, 1987.
B. Report of the Board of Directors of the PCA Foundation to the 15th General
Assembly.
C. The Audit Report.
Il.  Major Issues Discussed
A. Amount of funds handled by the Foundation and the way those funds are
distributed and used.
B. The Report of the Director of the PCA Foundation.
C. Matters arising from the items listed above.
I1l. Recommendations
1. That the Assembly commend the Board of Directors of the PCA Foundation
and express its appreciation for the work of Mr. Jack Hudson and that he be

granted 5 minutes to address the Assembly. Adopted
2. That the minutes of the Board of Directors of the PCA Foundation dated
September 9, 1986 and February 21, 1987 be approved. Adopted
3. The proposed Budget be approved. Deferred to COA, see 15-91, 111, 6, p. 188
4. The two (2) regular vacancies of the Board to be filled. See 15-65, p. 145

5. Each church be encouraged to consider the various ways the Foundation can
serve them such as: Seminars, literature and audio visual materials to educate

their people in effective giving. Adopted
6. Each church be encouraged to participate in the Memorial Gift Program.
Adopted

The report was approved as a whole pending the one item.



156 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Calvary TE Gaynor Phillips

Central Carolina RE Bill Haynes

Central Georgia TE Archie Moore, Chairman
Delmarva TE Robert Schoof

Evangel TE Joe Ellis

Grace RE Julian Cameron
Mississippi Valley TE Bob Schwanebeck, Secretary
New River RE Robert Miller

Palmetto TE Jim Hope

Philadelphia TE Chris Tindall

Southwest RE Bruce Mateer

Tennessee Valley TE Sanders Campbell
Western Carolina RE Oliver Penland

15-70 Ad Interim Committee on Baptism.

TE Carl Bogue, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report (Appendix P, p.
416). Recommendations 1 -4 were moved and seconded. Recommendation 1 of the
Minority Report was moved and seconded in substitute of the majority’s
recommendations. The order of the day arrived before action was taken. See 15-74, p.
162 for action.

15-71 Recess.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly recessed with prayer by TE
Collins Weeber at 5:30 p.m.

MINUTES-THURSDAY EVENING
June 18,1987

Tenth Session

15-72 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 7:35 p.m. with the singing of "Jesus, What a Friend
for Sinners"” and prayer led by RE John Clark.

15-73 Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case #1.

TE William Davies, chairman of the Commission, led in prayer and presented the
Commission’s report. The Assembly voted to approve the full statement of the case
and the judgment rendered, thus ordering its being entered on the minutes and its being
regarded and treated as the Assembly’s action and judgment in the case.

Case #1: TE Erwin Morrison et al. vs. Philadelphia Presbytery

We the undersigned do respectfully complain to the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America against the action of the Presbytery of Philadelphia of
the Presbyterian Church in America in which the Presbytery did wrongfully authorized
the ordination of Ruling Elders of Presbytery without Constitutional warrant and in
violation of the specific Constitutional requirement of the Book of Church Order of the
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Presbyterian Church in America. Such violations being clearly set forth in the
complaint against Presbytery contained herein.

November 26, 1986

We, the undersigned do respectfully complain against the action of the Presbytery
of Philadelphia, of the Presbyterian Church in America, taken at its November 15, 1986
meeting in which the Presbytery did wrongfully,

1. Order the ordination of Lester Porter as a Ruling Elder of the Presbytery
without Constitutional warrant and in violation of the specific Constitutional
requirements of the Book of Church Order namely,

a) 8-3 "Elders...take oversight of the spiritual interests of the particular church,

but also the Church generally when called thereunto.”

b) 13-1 "The Presbytery consists of all the Teaching Elders and churches within

its bounds."”

c) 13-3 A Ruling Elder represents a Session ofa church at Presbytery.

d) 13-9 Powers of Presbytery do not include the ordination of such Ruling Elders.

e) 24-1 "Every church shall elect persons to the offices of Ruling Elder and

Deacon...keeping in mind that each respective office should be an active male

member..."

2. Act to allow a man to hold the office of Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian
Church in America who is not a member of any particular congregation of the PCA
{BCO 24-1).

3. Fail to follow Constitutional alternatives available to it, namely,

a) 5-3(3) "Appoint a commission to serve as a temporary Session of the mission

church.”

b) 8-6 Enlarging the powers of the Evangelist to whom the work was committed.

c) 26-2 Amending the Book of Church Order

In complaining against this action of Philadelphia Presbytery we note the failure of
the process provided for in the BCO chapter 39, "Review and Control - Proceedings of
a Lower Court Come Under the Supervision of a Higher Court" and chapter 40, 1 & 2,
"...whether the proceedings have been regular and in accordance with the
Constitution...wise, equitable and suited to promote the welfare of the church.” in the
similar matter of the ordination of Wesley Ulrich as a Ruling Elder of Presbytery.

We respectfully request that Presbytery receive this Complaint, find it in order,
and annul the previous actions of Presbytery in ordaining Ruling Elders of Presbytery in
violation of the Constitution of the Church.

Submitted this 26th day of November, 1986

Erwin Morrison TE
Donald Stone TE
John Harley RE
David Lachman RE
David Brewer TE

The complainants have followed the provision of the Book of Church Order
chapter 43, sections 1-3 in filing their original complaint against the action taken at the
November 15, 1986 meeting of Presbytery. The complaint was filed with the Clerk of
Presbytery on or about the 26 of November, 1986 and received by action of Presbytery
as having been filed in a timely manner. The complainants filed with Presbytery as the
court of original jurisdiction in this matter. The Presbytery heard the complaint at its
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next meeting on the 10 of January, 1987. At that meeting the Presbytery voted to deny
the complaint (vote 28-14) and to answer with the following explanatory note:

"We recognize the unusual nature of our action in ordaining Mr. Porter because of
the missionary opportunity before the Presbytery in this cross-cultural mission of the
‘Church Without Walls” among Arab speaking people."

We the undersigned respectfully request that the General Assembly find the
complaint in order, annul the action of Presbytery in ordaining Ruling Elders of
Presbytery, and direct Philadelphia Presbytery to find a temporary system of
government for its mission work, "Church Without Walls" that conforms to the
constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America.

SUPPORTING REASONS:

1. Presbytery wrongfully decided that it was a higher judicatory in its reception of
the original complaint and therefore wrongfully applied the use of BCO, 43-8&9 in
conducting the hearing of the complaint. Presbytery should have acted as the court of
original jurisdiction since the complaint was from its members, about its action.

2. Presbytery violated the principle of the limited powers of the courts of the
church provided for in the BCO 11-4 when it proceeded to ordain Ruling Elders of
Presbytery. BCO 11-4, states, "For the orderly and efficient dispatch of ecclesiastical
business, it is necessary that the sphere of action of each court should be distinctly
defined. The Session exercises jurisdiction over a singe church, the Presbytery over
what is common to the ministers, Sessions, and churches within a prescribed district,
and the General Assembly over such matters as concern the whole Church. The
jurisdiction ofthese courts is limited by the express provisions ofthe Constitution.™

3. In attempting to create a temporary government for its mission called "Church
Without Walls", in accord with the provisions of the BCO, 5-3, the Presbytery created
such government outside the bounds of the constitution since the provisions of the
BCO, 5-8 & 9, ("The Organization of a Particular Church™, "...nominating and training
Ruling Elders prior to organization and the election of a Session.") were not also met.

4. Failure of Presbytery to recognize that the "Church Without Walls" has no
members (as of January, 1987), nor a collection of soon to be members, who alone are
granted the authority constitutionally to elect Ruling Elders.

NOTE: Only Lester Porter seems to be a member of "Church Without Walls", and
there is some lack of clarity on Mr. Porter’s affiliation with the "Church Without Walls"
and his ongoing relationship with the "Ambler Assembly"” led by Dr. B. Sam Hart.

5. Presbytery’s Vice-Moderator wrongfully ruled certain parts of the complaint
out of order (those dealing with Dr. Ulrich) because, "Presbytery could not go back and
change what it had done more than a year before."

6. Presbytery, despite the clear statements of the Evangelist for the "Church
Without Walls" and the Presbytery Mission to North America committee, that "Church
Without Walls" is not a church according to the BCO, 5-1 and 4-1, ("...a number of
professing Christians, with their children, associated together for divine worship and
godly living, agreeable to the Scriptures, and submitting to the lawful government of
Christ’s Kingdom.") improperly justified the nature of their right not to fulfill the
constitutional requirements for the ordination of Ruling Elders on the basis of the needs
of cross-cultural ministry.

7. Presbytery failed to bring its action into conformity with the BCO on 2
occasions by following the provisions of 8-6, enlarging the powers of the Evangelist.
Presbytery voted not to extend such authority at its November 1986 meeting, and
refused to consider it at the January 1987 meeting.
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8. Presbytery attempted to alter the record of its November 1986 meeting during
the debate over the complaint at the hearing in January to show in its minutes of
11/15/86 that it had followed constitutional provisions in the ordination of Lester Porter
by changing the minutes to say that Mr. Porter was, "ordained as a Ruling Elder in the
‘Church Without Walls’". Final action of Presbytery prevented this alteration when the
Clerk and former Moderator clearly defined what they understood Presbytery to be
doing in the matter of Lester Porter. Presbytery then voted, "Minute accurately
represents the action of Presbytery relative to the ordination of Mr. Porter as an Elder of
Presbytery to serve on the borrowed Session of ‘Church Without Walls’".

NOTES: (a) Compare minutes of March 1986 in the ordination of Dr. Ulrich as a
Ruling Elder of Presbytery, (b) Even if the record had been changed, there was still no
congregation to elect Dr. Ulrich or Mr. Porter as elders.

9. The recognition of many in Presbytery that an error had been committed, but
the intent to proceed due to the needs of "cross-cultural” ministry.

10. Failure of Presbytery to accept the counsel of complainants and others that
Presbytery first seek constitutional change open to it before acting beyond the bounds
of the Constitution.

11. Improper comparisons allowed by the Presbytery from the Evangelist in which
the Presbytery was compared to the head Immam in Islam as the agent authorized to
approve the election and ordination of leaders.

Submitted this 20th day of January, 1987

Erwin Morrison, TE
Donald Stone, TE
John Harley, RE
David Lachman, RE
David Brewer, TE
Steve Christian, TE
George Harris, RE

EXCLUSIONS: TE Steve Christian is excluded from #5. Although he agrees
with it in principle, he was not a member of Presbytery at the time of the authorization
of Dr. Ulrich’s ordination as a Ruling Elder of Presbytery.

ADJUDICATION OF CASE # 1

I. Statement of the Facts

A. On November 15, 1986 the Philadelphia Presbytery did establish a
commission to ordain Mr. Lester Porter as a Ruling Elder of Presbytery to
serve on the borrowed session of Church Without Walls.

B. The Church Without Walls is an unconventional cross-cultural mission
church of the Philadelphia Presbytery among Arab speaking people.

C. Mr. Lester Porter is a member of the Church Without Walls and as such is a
member of the PCA.

D. On November 26, 1986, the following complaint was filed with the
presbytery and considered at the January 10, 1987 meeting.
1. The Presbytery did wrongfully order the ordination of Mr. Lester Porter

as a RE in violation of specific constitutional requirements of the BCO.



160

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

2. The Presbytery did wrongfully act to allow a man to hold the office of
RE in the PCA who is not a member of any particular congregation of
the PCA.
3. The Presbytery did fail to follow constitutional alternatives available.
E. The Philadelphia Presbytery failed to sustain the complaint. On January 20,
1987 this complaint was submitted to the General Assembly.

Statement of the Issues

A. Was the Presbytery in accordance with BCO in the ordination of Mr. Lester
Porter?

B. Did the Presbytery properly handle the original complaint?

I. Judgement of the Case

A. Specifications
1. Specification #1 - sustained (13,0) (Ref. BCO 13-1, 24-1)
2. Specification #2 - sustained (11,1,1) (Ref. BCO 24-1)
3. Specification #3 - sustained (13-0)

B. Judgement

We direct the Philadelphia Presbytery to find a temporary system of

government for its mission work, Church Without Walls, that conforms to the
BCO of the PCA. Further specifically direct the presbytery to refrain from
future ordination of Ruling Elders who have not been duly elected by a
particular church. We do not believe that Mr. Porter’s ordination should be
annulled but, because of irregularities (though with good intentions) in the
Presbytery proceedings, we direct the Presbytery to establish the proper
ecclesiastical connections to bring Mr. Porter’s ordination into full
conformity with the provisions of the BCO.

IV. Explanatory Opinion

A. We believe the specifications should be sustained because the presbytery did
not act in strict agreement with the provisions of the BCO in ordaining Mr.
Porter as a Ruling Elder.

B. We believe that Mr. Porter’s ordination should stand because it is our opinion
that the Presbytery has the authority to ordain Ruling Elders in the
organization of churches. Mr. Porter was examined and sustained by
presbytery as a Ruling Elder for a specific ministry.

C. We encourage the presbytery to be more discerning in its handling of
complaints as a court of original jurisdiction.

D. We commend Philadelphia Presbytery for their zeal and courage in
evangelizing Arab speaking peoples.

Members of the Commission:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension RE Steven Morley
Calvary RE Donald Houck
Central Carolina TE Dewey Murphy
Central Florida RE David Nederveld
Evangel RE Bob Hezlep
Grace RE Julius Lotterhos

Great Lakes TE Daniel Perrin



Gulf Coast
Mississippi Valley
Missouri

North Georgia
Northern Illinois
Northern Illinois
Palmetto
Southeast Alabama
Southwest
Warrior
Westminster
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RE Wilbur Hill

TE Charles Frost
TE Rodney Stortz (Alt.)
TE Bill Davies

TE Bruce Stanek
RE Richard Nay
TE Harold Patteson
RE Rupert Green
TE Ronald Shaw
RE Richard Owens
TE Robert Lueking

MINUTES OF JUDICIAL COMMISSION #1

The Commission convened on June 16, 1987 at 9:00 am in Room 300 ¢

College.

Those present were:
Ascension
Central Carolina
Central Florida
Evangel
Grace
Great Lakes
Mississippi Valley
Missouri
North Georgia
Northern Illinois
Northern Illinois
Palmetto
Southeast Alabama
Southwest
Westminster

Those absent were:
Calvary
Warrior

Those excused were:
Gulf Coast

RE Steven Morley
TE Dewey Murphy
RE David Nederveld
RE Bob Hezlep

RE Julius Lotterhos
TE Daniel Perrin

TE Charles Frost
TE Rodney Stortz (Alt.)
TE Bill Davies

TE Bruce Stanek
RE Richard Nay

TE Harold Patteson
RE Rupert Green
TE Ronald Shaw
TE Robert Lueking

RE Donald Houck
RE Richard Owens

RE Wilbur Hill

TE Bill Davies was elected Chairman. TE Charles Frost was elected secretary.
The Commission noted that the clerk of the Philadelphia Presbytery failed to forward proper record

of the Presbytery’s actions associated with the complaint. Both respondent and complainant confirmed
that materials presented to the commission were sufficient and correct. These materials were extracted
from the minutes of Philadelphia Presbytery.

All members of the commission read the materials presented.

Complainant, TE Irwin Morrison, presented the complaint.

Respondent, TE Tim Keller, presented the presbytery’s response.

Both complainant and respondent answered questions from the commission.

The commission recessed with prayer at 2:30 pm. The commission reconvened with prayer at 7:45
pm in room 102 of the Science Building of Calvin College.

Both complainant and respondent continued to answer questions from the commission. Then they
offered closing statements.

Complainant and respondent were excused at 9:00 pm.

Deliberations of the commission were opened with prayer by TE Perrin. Motion made and
seconded that the commission consider specifications 1-3 contained in the written complaint and
comment on preshytery’s mishandling of the complaint. (14-0)
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After further discussion of the case the commission recessed at 10:45 pm. Commission reconvened
with prayer at 8:30 am, June 17, 1987.

Commissioner RE Julius Lottcrhos was absent. After further discussion of the case specifications
were adjudicated as follows:

1. Specification#! - sustained (13,0) (Ref.BCO 13-1,24-1)

2. Specification #2 - sustained (11,1,1) (Ref. BCO 24-1)

3. Specification #3 - sustained (13-0)

Judgement was deliberated and agreed upon unanimously as it appears in the Adjudication.
Commission recessed with prayer at noon and reconvened at 1:30 pm with prayer.

The explanatory opinion was unanimously adopted as it appears in the adjudication.

The commission recessed with prayer at 4:15 p.m. and reconvened with prayer at 9:15 p.m. in room
300 of Field House.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Adjudication was read and approved.

The Commission was adjourned with prayer at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
TE Bill Davies, Chairman
TE Charles Frost, Secretary

15-74 Ad Interim Committee on Baptism.

The Assembly returned to the report of the Committee (See 15-70, p. 156). The
Minority Report’s recommendations were adopted as the substitute motion and then
adopted. (See Appendix P, p. 416 for the text of the report)

1 That the Assembly receive both the Committee and the Minority Reports,
commending them to the attention of its churches and lower courts as information.
Adopted

2. That the Assembly leave decisions in these matters to be made, on a case by case
basis, by the lower courts, subject to normal review and control or judicial
processes. Adopted

3. That the Assembly discharge the Committee with thanks. Adopted

15-75 Ad Interim Committee to Study Freemasonry.

TE Jack Scott, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report

(Appendix R, p. 464). Recommendations were acted upon as follows:

(1) That the 15th General Assembly exhort all members of Freemasonry and those
considering membership in Freemasonry, who are also members of the PCA, to
reconsider their relationship with that organization in the light of the evidence
given in this report and the Topical Summary of Document Sources and
particularly in the light of such passages as 1 Thessalonians 5:21,22 and Matthew
6:22-24. Adopted

(2) That the report presented to this assembly (and the accompanying documents) be
received as evidence and for study and education of the entire membership of the
PCA, throughout the coming year. Copies of pertinent portions of the evidence
sources to be provided upon request to the CE&P staff, at a cost to be determined

by them. Adopted
The following substitute failed, and TE Robert Eickelberg requested his affirmative vote be recorded:
"1, to present this report to our sessions for study for one year;
"2, to present the session findings to the presbyteries for study for one year;
"3, to present the findings of the presbyteries to the General Assembly.";
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(3) That members of Freemasonry who are members of the PCA, and others desiring
to respond to the report be given, individually and/or corporately, opportunity to
respond in writing to the study committee by January 1, 1988. Adopted

(4) That the committee then bring final recommendations to the 16th General
Assembly. At the time of the committee’s report, adequate time beyond the usual
restrictions for debate would be docketed for discussion pro and con of the

committee’s final recommendations. Adopted

A substitute motion was made but failed by a vote of 294 affirmative, 295 negative, "that we adopt
items 3 and 4 with the following amendments: 1) that the date in "3" be changed to January 1,1989, and
2) that the number in "4" be changed to the 17th General Assembly."

The moderator permitted TE John C. Neville to comment on the action just taken
and considered it admonition to the whole body, that the Church be called to faithful
prayer in the coming year due to the strong feelings in many churches concerning this
whole matter.

During the foregoing report the Assembly paused for a ten minute recess, with
prayer by the Moderator. The meeting was reconvened with prayer by TE Don
Clements.

15-76 Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations.

TE Bruce Howes, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.
A procedural motion was adopted deferring considerations of Recommendations 4 and
5 until after action on Recommendation 11. Recommendations la, Ib, 2, and 3 were
handled at this time. See 15-80, p. 163 for the entire report.

15-77 Recess.
The Assembly recessed at 11:35 p.m. with prayer by TE Thomas Cheely.

MINUTES-FRIDAY MORNING
June 19,1987
Eleventh Session

15-78 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:00 a.m. with the singing of "When Morning Gilds
the Skies" and prayer by RE Roy Gamble.

15-79 Procedural Motion.

The Assembly adopted a special order that the report of the Committee of
Commissioners on Judicial Business become the second item this morning and that the
Report on Paedo-communion be continued to next year and docketed as the first item of
business on Tuesday morning.

15-80 Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations.
TE Bruce Howes, chairman, led in prayer and continued the Committee’s report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee:
A. Report of the Permanent Committee
B. Minutes of the Permanent Committee
C. Overtures #15, 16, 18



164 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I1. Statement of the Major Issues Discussed
Minutes of the Permanent Committee
Possibility of fraternal relations with the Presbyterian Church in Uganda
Future relations with the OPC
Possible plan for J & R with the RPCNA
Procedure for selection of PCA representatives to the NAE
Procedure for funding of PCA representatives to the NAE
Discussed the Golden Rule Comity Agreement with NAPARC Churches
Possibility of fraternal relations with Reformed Episcopal Church
. Overtures 15, 16, 18
I11. Recommendations
la. That the Committee on Interchurch Relations be granted the permission of the
General Assembly to further evaluate possible fraternal relations with the
Presbyterian Church in Uganda as the Committee develops a statement of
"guiding principles for ecumenical relations."” Adopted
Ib. That a letter be written to the Uganda Presbyterian Church expressing our
rejoicing in their endurance and steadfastness under trial as follows:

TIOMmMOO®»

To: The Presbyterian Church in Uganda
From: The Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America

Father and Brethren:

Greetings in the precious name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and
Head of the church, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

We have received from TE Don Dunkerley your request to establish
formal fraternal relation with us. Your request has been forwarded to our
Interchurch Relations Committee for study. Indeed "our fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ" and "if we walk in the light, as He
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
His Son, purifies us from all sin." (I John 1:3, 7).

We rejoice to hear how God has by his sovereign omnipotent power
called you out of darkness and into the kingdom of light. "Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in
heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this
you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer
grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith, of greater
worth than gold, which perished even though refined by fire, may be proved
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you
do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of
your souls." (I Peter 1:3-9).

We will be responding soon to your request.

We would encourage you to continue to be faithful and to grow in the
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus, to Whom be the glory
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forever and ever, "He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second
death." Even so, come Lord Jesus.
Morton H. Smith
Stated Clerk, General Assembly
Adopted

That the Committee on Interchurch Relations be granted the permission of the

General Assembly to enter into discussion with the OPC in order to be

allowed to explore what options are feasible for us in order to move to the

common goal of union. Adopted

That the Committee on Interchurch Relations be granted the permission of the

General Assembly to continue discussions with the RPCNA on a possible

plan for union. Adopted

That the selection of PCA representatives to the NAE be according to the

following procedure: that the denominational representatives of the PCA on

NAE Commissions/Affiliates and as official delegates to the NAE

Convention shall be named by the Interchurch Relations Committee, after

onsultation with the respective Committees/Agencies of the PCA. The

Interchurch Relations Committee may also nominate members at large on

Commissions/Affiliates after inviting nominations from presbyteries.Adopted

That the funding of expenses for PCA representatives to the NAE be as

follows: that as funds are available, the respective Committees/Agencies of

the PCA are to pay the expenses of the members of their permanent
committees and their staff members, who serve as denominational
representatives on NAE Commissions/Affiliates and as official delegates to
the NAE Convention. The General Assembly is to pay for any other
denominational representatives to the NAE Commissions/Affiliates and as
official delegates to the NAE Convention. Adopted

That the General Assembly accept the explanation made by NAPARC and

adopt its "Golden Rule Comity Agreement."”

a. NAPARC defined "enlisting" as "actively recruiting” and felt that the
paragraph regarding communicating is sufficiently clear without further
refinement or definition.

b. The "Golden Rule Comity Agreement” as adopted by all the NAPARC
churches but the PCA reads as follows:

"That we affirm the following courteous code of behavior to guide our

church planting ministries in North America:

1) We will be sensitive to the presence of existing churches and
missions ministries of other NAPARC churches, and will refrain
from enlisting members and take great care in receiving members
of these existing ministries.

2)  We will communicate with the equivalent or appropriate agency
(denominational missions committee or board, Presbytery missions
or church extension committee, or session) before initiating church
planting activities in a community where NAPARC churches or
missions exist.

3) We will provide information on at least an annual basis describing
progress in our ministries and future plans.

4)  We will encourage our regional home missions leadership to
develop good working relationships."” Adopted
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7. That the Committee on Interchurch Relations be granted an extension of
another year for its study on possible fraternal relations with the Reformed
Episcopal Church. Adopted

8. That the letter on behalf of the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal
Church be read to the 15th GA and be responded to by a letter on behalf of
the 15th GA of the PCA to the General Council of the REC as follows:

On behalf of the 15th General Assembly, meeting in Grand Rapids, Ml
June 15-19, 1987, the Presbyterian Church in America extends greetings to
the Reformed Episcopal Church.

First of all, we thank you for the gracious show of friendship expressed
in the official greetings from the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal
Church meeting in Charleston, SC.

We rejoice over your commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ and praise
the Lord for your adherence to the final authority of the Scriptures as the
Word of God. We are grateful for your faithfulness to the Reformed Faith
and the stand taken by your seminary throughout its history.

May the association between our two denominations grow as we come to
know one another better.

Sincerely in Christ,
Morton H. Smith
Stated Clerk, General Assembly
Adopted
9. That the Executive Director of the National Association of Evangelicals, Dr.
Billy Melvin, be granted permission to bring official greetings to the 15th
General Assembly from the NAE sometime during the opening day Monday
June 15, 1987. (See 15-10, p. 90.) Adopted
10. That copies of the current issue of "ONE", a publication published by the
Association to Encourage Biblical Church Union, be made available for
distribution to all commissioners of the General Assembly for information.
Adopted
11. That Overtures 15, 16, and 18, p. 41, be answered in the negative. =~ Adopted
TE Frank J. Smith, TE William Rose, TE Vaughn Hathaway, and TE J.C. Lovelace requested their
negative votes be recorded.
The following substitute by TE Robert Hamilton was defeated, and affirmative votes of RE K.W.
Rush and TE Vaughn Hathaway are recorded.

"That the General Assembly respond to Overtures 15,16, and 18 by rescinding the action of the
14th G.A., which voted last year to become a member of the N.A.E.; and instead, we urge our
Intcrchurch Relations Committee to explore the possibility of entering into a cooperative
agreement with the N.A.E. (such as those negotiated with various para-church organizations by
MTW).

"(%rounds: On the one hand, the action of the 14th G.A. in voting to affiliate with the N.A.E.
last year, has caused a number of delegates and churches to feel that their consciences have been
compromised by this action. On the other hand, other delegates of the PCA have stated that the
N.A.E. offers the PCA certain advantages that would enable us to more effectively advance the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ Therefore, this motion that | am bringing to you is one that would
conceivably serve as a compromise that would meet the goals of each of these groups.”

12. That the minutes of the Permanent Committee of Nov. 11, 1986, Nov. 12,
1986, February 17, 1987 and June 15, 1987 be approved. Adopted

13. That the report as a whole be approved. Adopted
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Commissioner

TE David Alexander

TE James L. Smith, Jr.

TE Ronald H. Parrish, Secretary
RE Barron Caulfield, Sr.
TE Bruce Howes, Chairman
TE Robert Hamilton

TE B. I. Anderson

TE Richard Tevebaugh

TE Don Stone

TE Joseph A. Scharer

RE William J. Montgomery

Clerk’s Note: Recommendations la, Ib, 2, and 3 were handled in 15-76, p. 163.
Recommendation 6 was handled in 15-60, Ill, 28, p. 127. Recommendation 9 was
handled in 15-10, p. 90. They are included here for easier reference.

15-81 Dissent.

A dissent by TE Palmer Robertson to the Judicial Case Bogue vs. Preshbytery of
the Ascension was found to be in temperate and respectful language and was received
and ordered spread upon the minutes. (See 15-62, p. 144, for the text.)

15-82 Dissent.

A dissent by TE Byron Curtis to the Report on Christian Responsibility in the
Nuclear Age was found to be in temperate and respectful language and was received
and ordered spread upon the minutes. (See 15-33, p. 101, for the text.)

15-83 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
TE Julian Davis, chairman, led in prayer and continued the Committee’s report.

. Business Referred to the Committee
1 Minutes of the February 2, 1987, April 30 - May 2, 1987 meetings of the
Permanent Committee.
2. Report of the Permanent Committee.
Il. Issues Discussed
Minutes
Overtures
Directory for Worship
Constitutional Inquiries
Constitutionality of the Report of the Ad Interim Committee to Study
Structure and Procedure of the PCA
I11. Recommendations
1 That with regard to the matter assigned to the Permanent Committee
concerning chaplains, the Sacraments, and membership (M14GA, 14-43, I,
11, p. 116; 15-3, p. 66) the following be adopted as the policy for chaplains:
"When a Teaching Elder is endorsed by the Presbyterian Church in America
and receives a Commission from the U.S. government to minister as military
chaplain, he may be granted the powers of an Evangelist to administer the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper by the Presbytery of which he

OrwWwN R
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is a member. These powers of an Evangelist are limited to the Sacraments
and will continue in effect until: 1) the chaplain resigns his Commission; 2)
he loses his Commission as a result of administrative action by the
government; 3) withdrawal of ecclesiastical endorsement by the Presbyterian
Church in America; or 4) retirement.

In cases of baptism the chaplain shall take responsibility that the newly
baptized member is enrolled as a member of a particular church. The
chaplain may arrange for such enrollment in advance of the administration of
Baptism by consulting a session, or the Presbytery having jurisdiction over
the chaplain may provide that all such newly baptized members shall be
enrolled in absentia as a member of a particular church designated by the
Presbytery and with the approval of the Session of that particular church.

Churches may receive in absentia as members baptized personnel and
their children who are unable to be present to be received into membership
due to military duty, when personally examined by a chaplain endorsed by
our commission on chaplains. It is expected that when circumstances permit,
such military personnel will become members of a local church.

When there is no local church available, chaplains shall seek
authorization to receive members in one of two ways: The chaplain may be
authorized by the Session of a congregation of the P.C.A. to receive members
into their congregation, or the chaplain may be authorized by his presbytery
to receive members into a congregation which has been designated by that
Presbytery with the consent of that church’s session.

In any case, the chaplain shall follow the prescribed teachings of the BCO
concerning the reception of members (especially BCO chapter 6 and 57).
Also, the particular church in which these members are placed shall exercise
appropriate oversight and discipline through the chaplain, the Session, and the
Pastor. Special care should be taken both to make these members feel a part
of the particular church and to enable these members to grow in their
commitment to the particular church, as well as in the Christian lifs." Adopted
. In the event that the General Assembly votes to approve a representative
assembly, we recommend that no action be taken on Overture 31 to the 14th
GA. However, if such action is not taken by the 15th GA, we recommend
that it be answered in the affirmative with the following change:

(1) That BCO be amended as follows:

In 14-3, the first sentence be amended by replacing "20" with ""10% of

the" and the deletion of the word "seven” and insertion in lieu thereof

"1/3 of the"; and
(2) Insection 14-5, the words "any forty" be deleted and the words "any 100

of these commissioners” be inserted in lieu thereof, and the word

"seven" be deleted, and the words "'1/3 of the' be inserted in lieu thereof.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent

Grounds: A percent will serve better, as the Assembly grows in size.

. That Overture 43 to the 14th GA from Western Carolina Presbytery (15-3, p.
66) be answered by amending the BCO as follows:
After the first sentence in BCO 21-4, insert the following sentence:

"No Presbytery shall omit any of these educational requirements except

in extraordinary cases, and then only with a 4/5 approval of the

Presbytery. Whenever a Preshytery shall omit any of these educational
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requirements, it shall always make a record of the reasons for such
omissions and the parts omitted™.
The next sentence will begin a new paragraph, and "the intern™
shall be substituted for "He".
Grounds: The Committee concurs with the Overture that the issue has merit
and needs to be remedied.

A substitute was moved and seconded, to add "but ordained ministers
from other denominations being considered by presbyteries for reception may
come under the extraordinary provisions concerning parts of trial for
ordination” (see BCO 21-4).

The substitute and Recommendation 3 were then on motion referred to the
Committee on Judicial Businessfor report to the 16th General Assembly.
4. That BCO 32-3 be amended by adding, following the first sentence:
"It is appropriate that with each citation the moderator or clerk call the
attention of the parties to the Rules of Discipline {BCO chapters 27-46) and
assist the parties to obtain access to them."
The Committee calls the attention of the GA to the last sentence of BCO 27-
4. "Therefore, teaching elders must: a) instruct the officers in discipline, b)
instruct the Congregation in discipline, c) jointly practice it in the context of
the congregation and church courts.” (Emphasis added.)
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent
5. That the case of TE Morrison, et al. vs. Philadelphia Presbytery be found in
order, and that the following commission be elected to adjudicate the case:

Ruling Elder Teaching Elder

Steven Morley, Ascension John Batusic, James River

George Moss, Evangel Harold Patteson, Palmetto

David Nederveld, C. Florida Daniel Perrin, Great Lakes

Thomas Nicholas, Delmarva Ronald Shaw, Southwest

Richard Owens, Warrior Rodney Stortz, Missouri

Sidney Peters, N. Illinois Donald Frost, Jr., MS Valley
Rupert Green, SE Alabama Billy Davies, N. Georgia, Convener
Wilbur Hill, Gulf Coast Bruce Stanek, N. lllinois

Alt. Donald Houck, Calvary Alt. Robert Lueking, Westminster
Alt. Julian Lotterhos, Grace Alt. Dewey Murphy, C. Carolina
(See 15-73, p. 156 for adjudication.) Adopted

6. The Committee of Commissioners has reviewed the work of the Permanent
Committee in its evaluation of the constitutionality of the proposals of the Ad
Interim Committee on Structure and Procedure (Appendix S, p. 475).
Without approval, or disapproval, we recommend that the Permanent
Committee report to the Assembly directly at the time of the Ad interim
Committee’s report. Adopted

7. That the Assembly answer Constitutional Inquiry #1 as follows:

Constitutional Inquiry #1. From the AIll Saints Presbyterian Church,
Richmond, VA, regarding the time of membership.
"We would like to know what date to use for a person’s ‘Date of Admission’
in the church roll book: the date they are examined and received by the
Session or the date they take their vows of membership before the
congregation?"
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ANSWER

"The date of admission to communicant membership is that of the
reception by the session, except when there are any pending or contingent
actions stated in the sessional action of reception or required by the BCO,
then the date of admission will be the date these matters have been
completed.”
Grounds: This is more precise language than that proposed. Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee regarding Constitutional Inquiry
#2 be ratified.
Constitutional Inquiry #2. From Central Carolina Presbytery regarding the
"withdrawal of membership" of a Teaching Elder.
"1) Can a presbytery merely transfer a minister to an independent church
thus withdrawing his name rom the rolls of presbytery and the PCA?
2) If so, how does this affect his PCA ordination?
3) If not, what suggestions do you offer the presbytery to biblically and
constitutionally handle this request and similar ones?
4) What similarities and differences are there in this case with one in which
a presbytery receives a previously ordained minister from an independent
church? What principles derived from these similarities and differences may
we use in possible cases in the future?"
ANSWER
"1. In view of the attached letter of request of the teaching elder involved, the
Committee advises that the Presbytery should handle the withdrawal by
erasure according to BCO 38-3.
2. The action does not affect his ordination, unless the church be heretical.
See BCO 38-3.
3. See answers to 1and 2.
4. To answer question 4 in detail is beyond the scope of this Committee’s
responsibilities, which is only to answer constitutional questions." Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee regarding Constitutional Inquiry
(hereafter designated "CI") #3 be ratified.
Constitutional Inquiry #3. From All Saints Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Richmond, VA, regarding a church treasurer.
"Is it in conflict with BCO 9-4 for the deacons to delegate the responsibilities
of treasurer to a capable member of the congregation who is not a deacon?"
ANSWER
"No." Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee regarding Cl #4 be ratified.
Constitutional Inquiry #4. From Town North Presbyterian Church,
Richardson, TX, regarding the status of emeritus officers.
"Attached are two letters between David Clelland and Morton Smith on the
interpretation of the BOCO (sic) 24-9. We request you confirm the following
points of their interpretation or instruct us accordingly.
1. BOCO (sic) 24-9 prohibits the Elder or Deacon Emeritus from voting in his
local Session or Diaconate.
2. BOCO (sic) 24-9 permits him to perform certain duties on a voluntary
basis if requested by the Session or a higher court. If such service is
requested and agreeable then the Emeritus officers serves with the power to
vote in the higher court or board which he has be requested to serve. (This in
no way restores any right to vote in the local Session or Diaconate.) For
example, an Elder Emeritus can serve as a voting delegate to Presbytery."”
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ANSWER

"1. Affirmed.

2. Yes"

Previous actions of the Assembly on this matter are as follows:

"Whereas, many of our elders and deacons emeritus have become
emeritus officers prior to the Assembly’s motion, and
Whereas, the rules these men understood when they became emeritus officers
have now changed to disallow their voting privileges,

Therefore, be it resolved that this ruling not be retroactive, but only apply to
those becoming elders or deacons emeritus after this Assembly’s conclusion.
Adopted” (M12GA, p. 81, item 9)

"The Twelfth General Assembly took final action to amend BCO 24-9 to
state clearly that Elders and Deacons Emeriti may not vote in their respective
meetings.

"This same General Assembly adopted a Personal Resolution which
provided that those Elders and Deacons who were previously Emeritus (prior
to the adjournment of the Assembly), with the understanding that they would
retain voting privileges, would retain those privileges regardless of the new
reading of BCO 24-9.

"The ‘grandfather clause’ procedure had been used previously to provide
transition to facilitate changes in the BCO (i.e., regarding Internship—M9GA,
9-65, item II, H.2., p. 142; regarding Trustees of former RPCES church-
M10GA, 10-75, item Ill, 40, p. 106)." M13GA, 241,1, 8. See also page 109.

Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee regarding CI #5 be ratified.
Constitutional Inquiry #5. From Central Carolina Presbytery regarding the
status of Stated Supply as Moderator.
" 1) Does the Stated Supply automatically become the Moderator of the
Session, or must the Session request such (BCO 12-3)?
2) Although the pastor normally serves as moderator of a congregational
meeting, does this duty automatically fall to a Teaching Elder Stated Supply,
or must the meeting be opened according to BCO 24-2, where the Session
appoints one of its members of (sic) call the meeting to order?"
ANSWER
"1. The Session may invite the Stated Supply to serve, or he could be
appointed by presbytery to be moderator with their consent (BCO 12-3).
2. The Session should appoint one of their members to open the meeting in
accord with BCO 24-2." Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee regarding CI #6 be ratified.
Constitutional Inquiry #6. From Louisiana Presbytery regarding evaluation
of judicial procedure being followed.
ANSWER
"The Committee is unable to respond to this Constitutional Inquiry.
Grounds:
The record is incomplete.
We recommend to presbytery that they obtain assistance, if needed, on
procedural matters from some one near to the the scene. In absence of any
preference by the presbytery we commend TE Vaughn Hathaway for
consultation, and we recommend that any advice which he gives be submitted
to this committee in writing for review." Adopted
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That Cl #7 be answered as follows:

Constitutional Inquiry #7. From Calvin Presbyterian Church, Phoenix, AZ,
regarding the role of an Evangelist in disciplinary matters.

"May a man, called to the position of Presbytery Evangelist, who is granted
the powers of receiving and holding members, also exercise discipline over
those members in the following areas:

1) grant requests for transfer of letter of membership to another church

2) remove from the roll names of members who have indicated that they no
longer intend to fulfill their vows of church membership (having no court
available to act upon the situation), and

3) discipline those who ignore the regular responsibilities of church
membership (i.e., who have not been in attendance at worship for the past
year)?"

1. Yes. See BCO 8-6.

2.and 3. No. See BCO 3-2, and BCO 5-5.

Grounds: The removal of a name from the church roll is an act of judgment,
which is disciplinary, and should therefore be enacted by a court, not by a
single individual (see BCO 3-2). Likewise, other acts of church discipline
must be considered and addressed by the church courts, which have oversight
of mission churches, and not by a single individual (see BCO 5-5). Adopted

That the Assembly express its gratitude to TE Joe Gardner for his work on the
Directory For Worship both during his years on the Committee and his
continued assistance this year. Adopted

That the Proposed Directory for Worship (Appendix J, p. 330) be referred to
the Committee on Judicial Business to present, without further work upon it,
to the 16th General Assembly and that consideration of and action upon this
matter be docketed at a particular time. Adopted

That the Assembly adopt the following:

"Licensure is defined in BCO 19-1 as permission to preach on a regular
basis after examination. The purpose of licensure is to preserve the purity of
the preaching of the Gospel.

Ordination, on the other hand, invests a man with the full authority of
the office of teaching elder (BCO, Preface Il (3) and Chapter 8).

We recognize that historically there may have been differences in
application of these provisions. In one area of the church, particularly prior
to the internship program, it was common to accept all of the licensure
examination as a part of the ordination examination, either on the same day or
within a very short space of time. In other parts of the church, licensure has
been seen as a very preliminary step or a part of a testing procedure which
might or might not lead to ordination.

It should be emphasized that two different examinations are required for
licensure and ordination. The scope of the licensure examination may be, and
usually is, less thorough and comprehensive than that for ordination, though
all parts of the licensure examination must be covered, except in
extraordinary cases (BCO 19-2). This is reflected in BCO 19-2 (B) (1) and
(3), where it is stated that only "basic" knowledge of Biblical doctrine and
church government is required.

By way of contrast, BCO 21-4 specifically states that trials for ordination
shall consist of a "careful" examination in all parts.
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However, it is also true that BCO 21-4 allows a Presbytery to accept all
or any parts of the licensure examination as satisfying the corresponding parts
of the ordination examination, if it is satisfied that the examination given at
the licensure level meets the requirement of a "careful examination.” The
determination of what constitutes "basic" knowledge and what constitutes a
"careful examination™ is one which must be left to Presbytery to decide in
each case, subject to review and control orjudicial process.

It is clear, therefore, that a higher standard is required for the ordination,

examination than for the licensure examination and Presbyteries are expected

to ensure that this distinction is maintained. No changes in the BCO are
required.” Adopted
17. That the Assembly adopt the following:

"The BCO provides for two methods of fencing the Lord’s Table (BCO 58-4).
The first method is that of close communion, wherein the Session

examines each person seeking admission to the table. By following this

procedure, the Session assumes exclusive responsibility for admission to, or
exclusion from, the table.

The second method is that wherein those present are invited who
‘profess the true religion and are communicants in good standing in any
evangelical church’. The term ’evangelical’ historically refers to that view of
salvation which asserts that God communicates saving grace directly to the
individual. This is in contrast to sacerdotalism, which asserts that grace is
communicated through persons and the sacraments. The term ‘evangelical’,
used in this historic sense, is virtually identical to the term ‘protestant’. For
further elaboration of this distinction, we commend the study of The Plan of
Salvation by B.B. Warfield.

By the second method, responsibility is shared (1) by the Session and the

minister who must instruct those present as to the guidelines for admission to

the table, and (2) by each individual who must examine himself to determine
if he conforms to these guidelines. In the absence of evidence to the contrary,
the Session exercises a judgment of charity in accepting the individual’s self-
evaluation as to whether he professes true religion and is a communicant in
good standing in an evangelical church. Once the minister has given the
invitation (together with appropriate Biblical instruction), the principal
responsibility for determining whether the individual meets the guidelines
rests with his own understanding and conscience."

Referred to a study committee along with #22 and Overture #36, the members to

be appointed by the moderator, which committee will be funded by private

donations and will report to the Sixteenth General Assembly.

18. That the Rules for Assembly Operations be amended as follows:

1) Add a new 5-10 (sic) 9: "All Communications or overtures which
propose or request that General Assembly appoint a study committee for
any purpose shall contain as a part of the request or proposal a statement
of the maximum amount to be budgeted for the study committee.”

2) Add a new 8-6(9): "Where a study committee is proposed in any
communication or overture, a maximum amount to be budgeted for the
study committee is to be stated.” Adopted
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19. That the BCO be amended in the following way:

20.

1) BCO 22-3 shall read:

"An Assistant Pastor is called by the Session, by the permission and

approval of Presbytery, under the provisions of chapter 20, 21 and 13-2,

with presbytery membership being governed by the same provisions that

apply to Pastors. He is not a member of the Session, but may be
appointed on special occasions to moderate the Session under the

provisions of 12-4.

2) BCO 22-4 shall read:

"The relationship of the Associate Pastor to the church is determined by

the congregation. The relationship of the Assistant Pastor to the church

is determined by the Session. The dissolution of the relationship of both

is governed by the provision of Chapter 23."

Adopted and sent down to preshyteriesfor advice and consent
Regarding Southern Florida Presbytery and the case of RE Maddux.
EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 14th General Assembly referred "the matter of the Judicial
Commission of Southern Florida Presbytery regarding RE Maddux" for
proper investigation on recommendation of the Committee on Review and
Control. The Maddux case covered a period from September 1983 to April
1987 —almost four years. It allegedly reveals serious failures by Southern
Florida Presbytery, but its Judicial Commission and by a Session within its
bounds, in dealing with divorce, suspension from office, and
excommunication.

On April 20, 1987, Presbytery rescinded its previous action and
acknowledged it had erred, thus agreeing with the view that the divorce was
properly executed on the basis of | Corinthians 7:15 given the circumstances
of the case at the time of the divorce. It also lifted the suspension in force
against Mr. Maddux. The last actions by Presbytery on the Maddux case
renders moot any further action on the case by the General Assembly.
Specific Recommendations:

a) Even though there were many allegations of improprieties concerning

the Presbytery’s handling of the case, in light of the restoration by

Southern Florida Presbytery of Mr. Maddux on April 20, 1987, no

further action is called for in this case.

b) We would remind all presbyteries of the PCA, in the light of this

case, that the recording and preservation of the full and correct records

of judicial cases are necessary to protect the rights and interests of all
parties involved.
REPORT

The 14th General Assembly referred "the matter of the Judicial
Commission of Southern Florida Presbytery regarding RE Maddux" for
proper investigation on recommendation of the Committee on Review and
Control.

The Maddux case covered a period from September 1983 to April, 1987-
-almost four years. It reveals serious failures by Southern Florida Presbytery,
by its Judicial Commission and by a Session within its bounds, in dealing
with divorce, suspension from office and excommunication.

On April 20,1987, Presbytery rescinded its previous action
acknowledged it had erred, thus agreeing with the view that the divorce was
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properly executed on the basis of | Cor. 7:15 given the circumstances of the

case at the time of the divorce. It also lifted the suspension in force against

Mr. Maddux.

Even though the last actions Presbytery on the Maddux case renders
moot any further action on the case by the General Assembly, the Committee
on Judicial Business feels compelled to report some specific failures for the
edification of all our presbyteries and sessions.

Some of the major failures are:

1 On April 16, 1985, Presbytery failed to grant explicit judicial powers for
the commission. This was exascerbated since no specific charges had
been made and written out (cf. BCO 32-2 and 3).

2. There are no minutes or records of the trial of TE Phil Maddux by the
Judicial Commission on June 3, 1985 (officially called for in a letter
dated May 22, 1985).

3. In a letter to the congregation (dated June 11, 1985), the pastor, who also
served on the Judicial Commission (contra BCO 15-3) made an
"informal statement" on the trial as authorized by the Commission. No
"formal statement” was made until Aug. 26,1985. The decision was not
reported to Presbytery until the October meeting. Such delay for a
formal decision was irresponsible and irregular. Authorizing a member
to make an "informal statement™ was very unwise and injudicious before
a formal decision was written and ratified by Presbytery. The
Commission had a responsibility to complete its actions and write its
decisions for the sake of Mr. Maddux and the congregation, and for
expeditious action by Presbytery.

4. The July 16, 1985, meeting of Presbytery confused the reports of two
Judicial Commissions of Presbytery, without identifying the one referred
to us in item 17 (page 11). If that item referred to the Maddux case, it
was defeated, in essence reversing the action regarding Mr. Maddux. If
not, then only item 18 (page 12) is of significance, but only that Grace
Church Judicial Commission was "still active."

5. The minutes of the presbytery (Oct. 5, 1985) shows that Judicial
Commission "asked to depose Mr. Maddux from office . . . and suspend
him from the Sacraments" but fails to record any action taken. No report
of the Commission is spread in the minutes, only an attachment, i.e. the
decision written on August 26, 1985.

6. With the exception of one meeting, the Judicial Commission failed to
keep minutes of their meetings and actions. Some notes of the Oct. 21,
1986, meeting of the Commission were scribbled on the margins of the
Oct. 21, 1986, agenda of Southern Florida Presbytery. Other actions
were incorporated as part of the Session minutes.

Two additional observations must be made:

7. In a letter (Sept. 8, 1985) Mr. Maddux wrote the Judicial Commission
expressing his regret and repentance even though he felt the Commission
did not have "all or the true facts" for their decision. He added that he
was "financially unable" to appeal and gives four reasons he would have
offered in such an appeal. The Commission and Presbytery failed to
advise him of his due rights, and that finances should not have been a
factor.
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8. Judicial Commissions ought to meet in a place and manner appropriate
to the solemnity of their task. From notes and communications, it was
evident that the Judicial Commission met and acted in a manner
inconsistent with this principle.

Specific Recommendations:

1. In light of the restoration by Southern Florida Presbytery of Mr. Maddux
on April 20, 1987, no further action is called for in this case.

2. We would remind all presbyteries of the PCA, in the light of this case,
that full and correct records of Judicial cases are necessary to protect the
rights and interest of all parties involved.

That this report be adopted. Adopted

That the GA answer CI #8 as follows:

Constitutional Inquiry #8. From Ascension Presbytery regarding BCO 21-

1,2.

"Re BCO 21-1, paragraph 2. The Book of Church Order allows that under

certain circumstances a candidate, licentiate, or ordained minister may be

permitted to move onto a field to which he is called. It is stated that an
ordained minister from another presbytery or denomination shall not
ordinarily move onto the field until received by the presbytery.

(1) Presbytery’s question is, does this imply that the candidate or licentiate

who is permitted to move onto the field would be a candidate or licentiate

under that presbytery’s jurisdiction, as opposed to a man who is a candidate
or licentiate of another presbytery?

(2) To put it another way, would candidates or licentiates of other

presbyteries be ordinarily prohibited from moving onto fields since such is

the case for ordained ministers?"

ANSWER

1. The BCO does not address whether the candidate or licentiate shall be
under the care of that Presbytery or another. Therefore, that matter is
left to the Presbytery’s discretion, subject to review and control by the
GA.

2. What Presbytery should do concerning candidates and licentiates is not
addressed by the BCO. Therefore, it is left to the Presbytery to deal with
each situation on its own merits. The Committee recognizes the
distinction in BCO 21-1 between the situation of candidates and

licentiates and the situation of ordained ministers. Adopted
Grounds: Candidates and licentiates are not on Presbytery roll, but a
special roll.

That Overture #4 from the Presbytery of Westminster be answered by
reference to the action proposed in Recommendation #17.

Referred to a study committee along with it17 and Overture #36, the members to
be appointed by the moderator, which committee will be funded by private
donations and will report to the 16th General Assembly.

23.

24.

That Overture #5 from Delmarva Presbytery (15-3, p. 44) be answered in the
negative. Adopted
Grounds: The substance proposed is adequately addressed in the present

BCO.
That Overture #6 from New River Presbytery (15-3, p. 44) be answered in the

affirmative as amended:
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Amend BCO as follows:

Add after "...to serve" the words "as non-voting members”. The rest of
9-5 remains unchanged. Overture 6 answered in the negative.

Grounds: The BCO presently permits Deacons to serve in various ways and

especially as treasurers.

That Overture #14 from the Presbytery of the Northeast (15-3, p. 47) be

answered in the negative, but that the Assembly instruct the Permanent

Committee to study the issue of the relation of the censure of suspension to

the exercise of office and to the Sacraments and bring recommendations

consistent with biblical warrant and the present BCO. Adopted

Grounds: The issue raised by the Overture is plausible, but the Committee

was itself unable to produce biblical warrant sufficient to suggest a change in

the constitution of the Church.

That Overture #12 from Delmarva Presbytery (15-3, p. 46) be answered in the

negative. Adopted

Grounds: The responsibility for the examination of the qualification of a man

for the ministry of the Word in the area of experiential religion rests upon the

court which is to receive him on its roll, or ordain him. Though no man
disqualified by the Scriptures should serve as a Pastor, such disqualification is
not a matter of private judgment but Church discipline.

That Overture #10 from Delmarva Presbytery (15-3, p. 46) be answered in the

affirmative as follows:

Add the following to the second paragraph, after "experiential religion™:
"especially his personal character and family management (based on the
qualifications set out in | Timothy 3:1-7, and Titus 1:6-9)".

Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent

Grounds: This makes explicit an important element already implicit in the

term “experiential religion".

That Overture #8 from Delmarva Presbytery (15-3, p. 45) be answered in the

negative. Adopted

Grounds: The present BCO is sufficient.

That Overture #9 from Delmarva Presbytery (15-3, p. 45) be answered in the

negative. Adopted

Grounds: This addition is unnecessary in the BCO.

That Overture #11 from Delmarva Presbytery (15-3, p. 46) be answered in the

negative. Adopted

Grounds: This examination properly applies to ordination.

That Overture #19 from Southeast Alabama Presbytery (15-3, p. 48) be

answered by instructing the Stated Clerk to put an "Editorial Comment" after

BCO 24-9, indicating that the GA explicitly provided that those elders and

deacons granted emeritus status prior to June 22, 1984 retain the privilege to

vote. Adopted
That Overture #22 from Pacific Presbytery (15-3, p. 48) be answered by
reference to the action taken on Recommendation #3 (p. 168) Adopted

That Overture 23, p. 49 be answered at the time the Assembly takes up
consideration of the report of the Ad Interim Committee on Paedo-
Communion.

That the Overture be answered in the negative.

Grounds: The WLC already speaks adequately to the matter. It is
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unnecessary to add this to the DFW.
Carried over to nextyear, see 15-79, p. 163
That Overture #25 from the Presbytery of Delmarva (15-3, p. 49) be
answered by reference to the action taken on Recommendation #15 (p. 172)
Adopted
That Overture #29 from TE Donald Codling (15-3, p. 51) be denied. Adopted
Grounds: The Westminster standards are sufficiently clear, so as not to
require further study.
That Overture #30, from Philadelphia Presbytery (15-3, p. 52) be answered
by amending BCO 19-6 by adding the following sentences at the end:
"The licentiate must apply for renewal prior to expiration. If the license
expires, the Stated Clerk shall report the expiration to the presbytery and to
the individual’s session, and such action shall be recorded in the minutes.
The procedures of BCO 19-2 must be followed for re-licensure and such fact
shall be recorded in the minutes."
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent
Regarding North Texas Presbytery and North Dallas Presbyterian Church.
Report

I. Background

A

B.

The 14th General Assembly took the following exceptions to the minutes of
North Texas Presbytery:
""January 25-26,1986

1 North Texas Presbytery improperly modified the judicial commission’s

report originally approved on October 25-26, 1985.

2. The judicial commission failed to deal with matters committed to its

charge, namely

a. One of the charges raised regarded an allegedly illegal or improper
congregational meeting. It was alleged that there were irregularities in the
enrollment of voting members, in the election of a ‘new session,” and in
voting to withdraw from the PCA.

b. The commission failed to deal with allegations by a group of elders and
members of the congregation that a presbytery commission (committee)
had acted improperly.

3. Presbytery and its commission refused to deal with matters occurring

before the congregations withdrew from the denomination, arguing that the

church has now withdrawn, when the issue was whether the congregation had
in fact withdrawn properly (i.e. by a majority vote at a properly called and
constituted meeting of the congregation).

4. At the January 25, 1986 meeting presbytery dissolved its judicial

commission with thanks but failed to deal with previous allegation made

against another presbytery commission (committee), (see 2.b., above).

Source of additional information: See chronology of events in ‘Report of

Committee to respond to protest dated April 5, 1986.”"

The 14th GA gave the following assignment to the Committee on Judicial
Business:
"Recommend to refer the North Texas Presbytery minutes which refer to
the North Dallas Presbyterian Church matter to the PCJB for thorough
investigation, specifically with reference to the alleged congregational
meeting which instituted these actions referred to in the minutes."
Pursuant to the above, North Texas Presbytery provided the committee many
new documents related to the matter.
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Il. Conclusions

A. In the examination of these documents, Committee on Judicial Business
noted numerous technical matters, in which it appears Presbytery has not
acted in accordance with BCO and RAO. (see recommendation 1 -
exceptions 1through 16).

B. The Committee on Judicial Business finds no evidence that the Presbytery
acted other than in good faith.

C. Because of the nature and large number of errors, and because of the time that
elapsed between the deposition of the matter by the Presbytery and the review
of these matters by the 14th GA and Committee on Judicial Business, the
injustices caused are largely irreversible.

D. The only matters that can be rectified are the following:

1. The actions taken against the two REs of North Dallas Presbyterian
Church can be rectified (see exception 11 and Recommendation 2
below).

2. Notwithstanding the limitation BCO 38-3 places upon the
jurisdiction of a Presbytery or a Session over members who withdraw
from ecclesiastical fellowship by joining another non-heretical
fellowship the Session may (in relation to actions taken by these persons
before leaving the church fellowship) determine that their actions
violated the constitution of the PCA. Thus, North Texas Presbytery and
the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Rowlette may testify against
the unconstitutional method of withdrawal from the PCA. The meeting
at which said withdrawal was effected violated fundamental principles
and regulations of the Constitution of the PCA. The Session and
congregations of First Presbyterian Church of Rowlette may seek redress
only through civil courts.

Ill. Specific Recommendations:

A. That the 15th General Assembly take the following exceptions to the minutes
of North Texas Presbytery:

(1) Texas Presbytery administered the censure of indefinite suspension to
TE (name withheld). (41st Stated Meeting 10/26-27/84) BCO 30-3; 38-1
a.  This was a case without process. BCO 38-1
b. Inview of the facts that TE (name withheld) was repentant and that

presbytery chose not to administer the censure of deposition
immediately, the only censure which should have been
administered was definite suspension. BCO 30-3.

(2) The Ministerial Relations Committee/Commission (MRC) did not
submit minutes of any of its meeting (there were at least seven and
perhaps as many as ten meetings) to the Presbytery, (see Report, dated
12/15/84) BCO 15-1

(3) North Texas Presbytery (NTX) did not incorporate any minutes of the
MRC into its minutes, (see NTX Minutes 1/25-26/85) BCO 15-1

(4) NTX did not submit any of the MRC minutes as their minutes to the
General Assembly (GA) for review. BCO 40-1; RAO 9-11

(5) MRC appointed a moderator for the session of NDPCA without consent
of the session. (See Report, dated 12/15/84) BCO 12-3; 15-1
a. Session’s surrender of jurisdiction was specific not general.

b. MRC was not charged with this responsibility by the Presbytery.
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(6) The Administrative Committee/Commission (AC) appointed by NTX
when the MRC was dismissed did not submit minutes of any of its
meetings, except a meeting held 10-25-86, to NTX (see NTX Minutes
4/26-27/85; 7/26-27/85; 10/25-26/85; 1/24-25/86; 4/25-26/86 and 7/25-
26/86) BCO 15-1

(7) NTX did not incorporate the minutes of the AC into its minutes, (see the
same list of Minutes as in exception 6) (BCO 15-1

(8) NTX did not submit any AC (presbytery) minutes to the GA for review.
BCO 40-1; RAP 9-11.

(9) AC went beyond its commission in charging the elders of NDPCA in
regard to their handling of the discipline of the member of NDPCA.
(NTX Minutes 1/25-26/85; "AC Minutes" 3/2/85; 3/29/85; see 10/19/85)
BCO 15-1)

a. The record shows that the elders had carried out discipline against
the member, handling it as a case without process.

b.  The presbytery charged the commission to investigate the elders in
"how (they) handled the ... matter."

(10) AC did not formally constitute itself in accord with BCO 32-12 (3/29/85)

(11) AC charged and censured the elders on the basis of BCO 34-3 for their
failure to notify the Presbytery of the sin of their pastor. ("AC Minutes"
3/2/85; 3/29/85)

a. The record shows that one of the elders had followed the
requirement of BCO 34-3 in notifying a TE of the Presbytery.

b. AC accepted the confession of that TE and admonished him
without process for his failure to notify the Presbytery.

(12) AC permitted the above mentioned TE to continue as part of the
commission following his confession to involvement in the case. ("AC
Minutes 3/29/85ff) BCO 31-11
a. The commission had previously excused one of the RE’s of the

church from the commission for his involvement in the case.

(13) AC sought to proceed against those former members of NDPCA who
had left the PCA by forming NDPC Unaffiliated (NDPCUN). "AC
Minutes" 3/2/85; 3/29/85; 4/12/85; 6/7/85; 6/19/85) BCO 38-3
a. It may be a fact that the meeting of minority portion of the

congregation of NDPCA at which a decision was made to form
NDPCUN and to evict the remainder of NDPCA was not a properly
called meeting either of the congregation or the corporation of
NDPCA.

b. It nevertheless remains a fact that the group met and did form
NDPCUN.

c. It may also be a fact that the notice of eviction was itself illegal.

d. Itis also a fact that the remainder of the congregation of NDPCA,
which was probably a majority of the total membership, did heed
the notice of eviction and did vacate the property.

e.  While it may have been and may still be possible to file criminal
charges against the perpetrators of these deeds, the authority of the
AC is limited by the BCO to following 38-3.

(14) AC failed to report on those portions of its assignment which had been
completed. BCO 15-1.
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(It might be noted that this was as much an error on the part of NTX as
of the commission. The Presbytery should have been more diligent to
inquire into the progress of the commission.)

a. Judgments rendered by commissions are in force immediately.

b. Complaints against the decisions of commissions must be lodged
with the court appointing the commission.

c. Had those against whom censures had been administered desired to
complain, the failure of the commission to report may have
prevented access to the highest court of the church by more than
one year’s delay.

(15) Acting on a motion by the TE, who had before confessed to and had
been "admonished" by AC for his involvement in the matter, the AC
"rescinded" the indictment of charges against the elders of NDPCA on
the basis of which the AC had instituted process against the elders and
had administered censure and, instead, took action to censure them as a
case without process. ("AC Minutes" 10/19/85) BCO 31-11.

a. The TE should not have been sitting in judgment.

b. The vote was 4 in favor (with the TE voting) and 3 against.

c.  The motion to "rescind" (unless it is stated in the call of the meeting
that a motion to "rescind" will be offered not, therefore, carry.

e. However, AC acted as though the motion had carried.

(16) At its 5th Stated Meeting, 1/24-25/86, NTX accepted and acted on a
motion to reconsider the censure of the former members of NDPCA
adopted at the 4th Stated Meeting, 10/25-26/85.

Ground: A motion to reconsider is proper only in the same meeting in

which the action being reconsidered was taken.

That the Presbytery be asked to review its action of censuring the RE’s in

question and report its evaluation and actions to the 16th GA. If it decides

that these men were properly censured, then this error shall be acknowledged
and made known in the same way as the censure was made know.

Grounds: The GA should not judge the matter without opportunity for

Presbytery to respond first.

That the Assembly advise that the FPC of Rowlette may pursue civil/legal

means to defend itself and to recover its property without violating the

Scriptures, noting that the NDPC who acted unconstitutionally and withdrew

from the jurisdiction of the PCA first initiated civil action and took the church

property (see conclusion D.2 above).

Grounds: This language is more temperate.

That the Assembly advise North Texas Presbytery to take special care to

follow our Constitution and generally accepted standards of parliamentary

procedure more diligently. Adopted

a) That it be noted that the Committee of Commissioners has examined the

minutes for February 26, 1987 and has found no constitutional irregularities,

b) That it be noted that the Committee of Commissioners has examined the

minutes for April 30, 1987 and May 2, 1987 and that the Committee finds the

following exception:

page 11 of the minutes, items 1-8, in that the PCJB made a judicial

pronouncement not in accord with due process (see especially BCO 40-5)
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¢) That the PCJB be instructed to bring an amendment to the RAO to clarify
the guidelines under which its minutes are to be kept and the standards by

which they are to be examined. Adopted
39. That the Assembly commend the (Permanent) Committee on Judicial
Business for their excellent work during the past year. Adopted

40. That Overture 13 from Northeast Presbytery (15-3, p. 46) regarding
appointment of judicial commissions was assigned to the Committee on
Administration and carried over to the Sixteenth General Assembly. Adopted

The report as a whole was then adopted.

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Arnold L. Frank
Calvary RE Owen Uldrick
Central Carolina TE Stephen Stout
Central Georgia RE Julian H. Davis, Convener
Covenant TE Robert Penny
Delmarva RE David Coffin
Grace TE Philip McRae
Great Lakes RE Donald Moore*
James River TE Howard Griffith
Mississippi Valley RE George E. Gillespie
Missouri TE Melvin Farrar
New Jersey RE Richard Springer
New River TE John Smith, Jr.
North Georgia TE Bob Cargo

North Texas TE Dale Smith
Northeast TE Frank J. Smith
Northern Illinois TE E. Crowell Cooley
Pacific Northwest RE Douglas Hopper
Philadelphia RE George Harris
Southeast Alabama TE Henry L. Smith
Southwest TE Jim Urish
Susquehanna Valley TE John MacRae
Warrior TE William Joseph
Western Carolina TE John Neville
Westminster TE Brent Bradley

* Not a commissioner but an alternate who was assigned to attend this committee by
presbytery.

Respectfully submitted,
Julian Davis, Chairman
TE Frank J. Smith, Clerk
TE Howard Griffith, Clerk
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Clerk’s Note: Recommendation 5 was handled in 15-9, p. 90. Recommendation 6 was
handled in 15-36, p. 104. Recommendation 18 was handled in 15-16, p. 91.
Recommendations 7, 26, 30, 36, and 39 were handled in 15-88, p. 184. They are
included here for easier reference.

The Assembly paused for refreshment at 10:15 a.m., with prayer by the Moderator,
and business resumed at 10:35 a.m. after prayer by TE Danny Levi.

15-84 Report from the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business.
TE Rodney King led in prayer and presented the following two items, which had
been referred to the committee for response to this Assembly.
1. Concerning Recommendation #14 (15-66, p. 149):
The Committee recommends that Recommendation #14 read as follows:
That BCO 19-10 be amended by striking "and having licensed him to
preach the Gospel" and by inserting "has" before "placed".
The paragraph shall read as follows:
"Record shall be made of the internship in the following or like form,
namely, At , the day of , the Presbytery o f ,
having received testimonials commending and having received
him as a candidate for the ministry, has placed him under internship at
his request in order to test his gifts for the holy ministry."
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent
2. Concerning Recommendation #15 (15-66, p. 149):
The Committee recommends that Recommendation #15 read as follows:
"That the 15th General Assembly make the following changes in the
BCO 19-9:
delete ‘if...needed’;
capitalize‘B’ of before;
change ‘he’ to ‘the applicant’;
delete “...is for him to’;
e. substitute for (d) above: ‘he shall’."
The paragraph shall read as follows:
"19-9 Examination for Internship
Before the applicant begins his period of internship, he shall give to the
Presbytery a written and/or an oral statement (at the discretion of the
Presbytery) of his inward call to the ministry of the Word."
Adopted and sent down to presbyteriesfor advice and consent

oo o

15-85 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration.

TE Michael Preg, chairman, led in prayer and presented an additional item.
Recommendation 20 was handled at this time. (See 15-91, p. 184 for the text of the
report.)

15-86 Worship and Recess.

The Assembly voted to return to business at 1:00 p.m. and proceeded to the order
of the day. The Assembly joined in worship under the leadership of New River
Presbytery. The session then recessed with the benediction of the worship service.
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MINUTES-FRIDAY AFTERNOON
June 19,1987

Twelfth Session

15-87 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 1:05 p.m. with the singing of "Come, Thou Almighty
King" and prayer by TE Frank E. Smith.

15-88 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.

TE Julian Davis, chairman, led in prayer and continued the Committee's report.
Recommendations 26, 30, 36, 39 and 7 were handled at this time. (See 15-83, p. 167
for the text of the report.)

15-89 Protest.

A protest of TE Robert Vincent, Sr. against the adoption of the report on Christian
Responsibility in the Nuclear Age was found to be in temperate and respectful language
and was received and ordered spread upon the minutes. (See 15-33, p. 101, for the text)

15-90 Response to Protest.

RE David Coffin was appointed by the Assembly to prepare a response to the
protest of TE Robert Vincent, Sr., against the adoption of the report on Christian
Responsibility in the Nuclear Age, which the Assembly received and ordered spread
upon the minutes. (See 15-33, p. 102.)

15-91 Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
TE Michael Preg, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Minutes/Audits

1. COA: June 20, 1986; June 21, 1986; September 5,6, 1986; March 19 -
21,1987.

2. Board of Directors: June 20, 1986; September 6, 1986; March 19-21,
1987.

3. Investors Fund for Building Development (IFBD): March 31, 1986;
May 14, 1986; June 5, 1986; September 16, 1986; October 28, 1986;
February 27, 1987; April 15, 1987.

4. Audits of COA and IFBD.

Temporary rules for 15th General Assembly operation

Policy guidelines for IFBD

Business carried over from previous General Assemblies

Overture #21

Recommendations of the Permanent Committee on Administration

Budgets of all Permanent Committees, Ridge Haven, Insurance, Annuities

and Relief, Covenant College, Covenant Seminary, PCA Foundation, SIMA

and Investor’s Fund.

Il. Major Issues Discussed

A. Purchase plans for General Assembly office building.
B. Investor’s Fund policy guidelines.
C. Proposed Assembly operations plans

@MMOUO®
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Stated Clerk’s plans to serve on a half-time basis.

I1l. Recommendations
A. Assembly Rules Changes

1

That the "Rules for Assembly Operations" be amended by the replacing of
Chapter X as follows:

10-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be requested each year to
make a specific subscription donation to assist in defraying the expenses of
the General Assembly. Such donation shall cover the registration fee for one
representative. All other commissioners shall make a similar donation or pay
an equal registration fee. A copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will be
sent to the donors and those paying the registration fee without additional
charges. Churches are expected to make this annual donation, whether or not
they send a commissioner to the Assembly. The General Assembly shall set
the subscription donation or registration fee for the next General Assembly.
10-2 The expenses of the Permanent Committees and Boards in attendance at
the Assembly shall be borne by respective Committees and Boards.

10-3 The expenses of the Recording Clerks of the General Assembly shall be
borne by the Assembly.

10-4 All other expenses of the General Assembly in excess of the income by
and for the General Assembly shall be divided equally among the Permanent
Committees and Agencies. Defeated
to amend the Rules of Assembly Operations, XIV as follows:

"The Rules of the General Assembly may be amended or suspended only by a
two thirds vote of those voting which must also be a majority of the total
enrollment of commissioners. A motion to amend is debatable. A motion to
suspend is not debatable.” Adopted
That the Rules for Assembly Operations be amended as follows:

Insert a new 4-1, and renumber the remaining items under IV:

4-1 There shall be a General Assembly Arrangements Committee, which
shall function under the COA. Final approval of all decisions regarding the
Assembly shall rest in the COA in accordance with the Rules for Assembly
Operations. COA must approve any non-PCA speaker at the Assembly. The
Committee shall be constituted as follows:

1 The Chairman of the local arrangements committee, who is appointed by
the host presbytery, and serves as chairman of the full committee.

The treasurer of the local arrangements committee.

One other member of the local arrangements committee.

One member from each of the four permanent committees.

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.

6. The Coordinator of the Committee on Administration.

The Assembly’s Committee and the Local Arrangements Committee shall
operate under a Manual approved by the GA. Adopted
TTiat RAO 11-1, carried over from the Thirteenth General Assembly, be
adopted in the following amended form:

11-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be encouraged each year
to make a specific subscription donation to assist in the defraying the
expenses of the General Assembly, whether a commissioner is sent to the
Assembly or not. Such subscription donation shall cover the registration for
one representative from the congregation. All other commissioners shall be
encouraged to make a similar donation. A copy of the Minutes and the

g wn
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Handbook will be sent to the donors and those paying the subscription
donation/registration fee without additional charge. Churches are encouraged
to make this annual donation, whether or not they send a commissioner to the
Assembly. The General Assembly shall set the amount of the subscription
donation/registration for the next General Assembly. Adopted
Proposed temporary rules for Assembly Operations
Change the name of section XII to read "Conduct of Business.” Add to Rules for
Assembly Operations XII new section 12-1, 12-2, and 12-3, and renumber
remaining sections.
12-1 Commissioners are to be seated in the Assembly with their respective
presbyteries. All commissioners are expected to be in their seats during the
business sessions of the Assembly. A recess is to be docketed for each session.
12-2 The roll of the Assembly may be called at the discretion of the Moderator. It
shall ordinarily be called approximately 15 minutes after each session of the
Assembly has convened, or prior to the first divided vote of the Assembly is taken,
thus determining the number of voting commissioners on the floor. The roll will
be called by presbyteries in alphabetical order. The floor clerk or other spokesman
for the presbytery shall report on the number of teaching and ruling elders present,
and the number absent with excuse and the number absent without excuse. Only
those seated in their places are to be counted as present. Excuses from any
particular session of the Assembly are to be pre-filed by the commissioner with the
presbytery floor clerk.
12-3 Ordinarily the Assembly votes by a show of hands. In the event that the
issue is not clear, the Assembly may be requested to vote by standing. In the event
that the issue is still not clear, a counted vote of the Assembly shall be taken.
Counted votes of the Assembly will be taken by calling the roll of the presbyteries
in alphabetical order. The presbytery floor clerks or other spokesman are to report
the number favoring the motion, the number opposed and the number of
abstentions. The Moderator may, at his discretion, terminate the roll call when it
is clear that the issue has been determined, unless there is a request from any
member of the Assembly that a full count be taken. The Clerk is to record all full
count votes in the Minutes. Defeated
New Business for the 15th General Assembly
1. The COA Minutes (4 sets) be approved with notations; Board of Directors
Minutes (3 sets) be approved; and IFBD Minutes (7 sets) be approved with

notations Adopted
2. COA and IFBD audits be approved Adopted
3. That the 15th General Assembly adopt the following resolution on
Humansim:

RESOLUTION ON HUMANISM

Whereas, the authority of God is neglected or disavowed in wide reaches of
modem life, both in official atheistic nations that elevate the state as the
ultimate source of human rights and duties, and also in the Free World where
naturalistic philosophies regard human beings as lords of truth and right; and
Whereas, any generation that flees accountability to God, ignores the
supernatural, and obscures transcendent truth and fixed values, invites
poverty of spirit, ethical turmoil and civilizational chaos; and
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Whereas, Humanism or Secular Humanism has penetrated leadership in
public life in our own land, especially in the political, mass media, and
educational arenas, so that religion (except for Humanism) is more and more
regarded as irrelevant to national affairs and as of private significance only;
and

Whereas, this secular outlook clashes with that of founders of the American
republic who in the Declaration of Independence emphasized that the Creator
has endowed all mankind with inalienable rights, in clear contrast with the
contemporary priority for evolutionary theory in public schools and their
evasion and virtual exclusion of creation doctrine from the classroom; and
Whereas, a generation that is academically encouraged to view divine
creation as myth and evolution as fact cannot long escape the further illusion
that human rights endowed by the Creator are likewise mythical, thus
accelerating the drift to personal relativism and social instability in
contemporary life; and

Whereas, the Supreme Court decisions of 1962 and 1963 have engendered
considerable confusion as to the rights and privileges granted by the First
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America with regard
to prayer and other religious expression in public schools; and

Whereas, the same First Amendment to the Constitution which protects
against the establishment of religion also clearly states that government shall
not prohibit the free exercise of religion.

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbyterian Church in America
encourage its members and other Christians to challenge the growing
tendency of Humanists to dilute biblical principles in public life while they
promote Humanistic alternatives; and

Be it further resolved, that we call upon our people to work to reverse the de
facto exclusion of references to the Deity and Judeo-Christian values from
public schools, which makes the government not neutral to religion but
antagonistic to it, and replaces the Judeo-Christian ethic with a religion of
humanism or Secular Humanism; and

Be it further resolved, that we pursue this reversal by Christian example and
the penetration of secular society, and by seeking appropriate legislative
and/or judicial action; and

Be it further resolved, that we call upon our churches to emphasize the
authority of the living God as creator, preserver, and judge of the universe,
and to articulate the significance of this for community, national, and
international life, as well as individual life; and

Be it further resolved, that we approve the principle of quality education and
urge our members and other Christians to become personally involved in
public, private, or Christian school matters, encouraging the restoration of
theistic history and values in the curriculum so the Humanistic values will not
be taught exclusively; and

Be it further resolved, that we call our members and other Christians to
involvement in political, educational and media opportunities, and to
exemplify in their lives and leadership the relevance of the ethical principles
of the Bible to the contemporary moral crisis. Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly adopt the following resolution on textbook
censorship.
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RESOLUTION ON TEXTBOOK CENSORSHIP

Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America recognizes our debt of
gratitude to our forebearers who came to America seeking religious freedom;
and
Whereas, Judeo-Christian values had a vital role in the founding of America,
the formation of its institutions, and the making of its national character; and
Whereas, Judeo-Christian values are the source and support of our rights and
freedoms as evidenced in the words of our Declaration of Independence that
"all men are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;" and
Whereas, the U. S. Supreme Court requires neutrality of religion in the
public schools, not forbidding the teachings of religion’s role in history but
forbidding the teaching of tenets of faith; and
Whereas, the Vitz Study completed for the U. S. Department of Education,
which examined 90 textbooks used in 72 percent of the classes of our public
schools (and corroborated by other researchers), found the virtual total
censorship of the existence, history, contributions, and current role of the
Judeo-Christian heritage from our textbooks; and
Whereas, the omission of references in textbooks to the existence,
contributions, and current role of the Judeo-Christian heritage in our society
represents, according to the Vitz Study, "a systematic denial of the history,
heritage, beliefs, and values of a very large segment of the American People™
having the Judeo-Christian heritage; and, the elimination of these references
from textbooks may contribute to the hardening of fertile young minds to the
receipt of the Gospel and may minimize to them their nation’s religious
heritage and their own religious commitment.
Be it therefore resolved, that the Presbyterian Church in America pray
diligendy for those who seek the correction of the censored history of
America’s development as presented in textbooks; and
Be it further resolved, that we urge all our members and other Christians to
oppose censorship of the Judeo-Christian heritage as a historical fact from our
public school textbooks; and
Be it finally resolved, that we urge all our members and other Christians to
encourage textbook selection committees working with city, county, and state
boards of education not to accept textbooks that have censored the Judeo-
Christian heritage. Adopted
. That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Mission to North America
(p. 260) for fiscal year (FY) 1988 of $2,149,343 with a GA ASKINGS of
$2,144,343 and a growth budget of $792, 309. Adopted
. That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of the PCA Foundation (p.
287) for FY 1988 of $147,033. Adopted
. That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of the Investor’s Fund for
Building & Development (p. 286) for FY 1988 of $188,200. Adopted
. That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Ridge Haven Conference
Center (p. 288) forFY 1988 of $311,055 with aGA ASKINGS of $253,055.
Adopted
. That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Covenant Theological
Seminary (p. 281) for FY 1988 of $1,846,615 with a GA ASKINGS of
$1,071,000. Adopted
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That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Covenant College (p. 274)
for FY 1988 of $6,292,142 with GA ASKINGS of $980,000. Adopted
That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Christian Education &
Publications (p. 258) for FY 1988 of $1,262,853 with a GA ASKINGS of
$1,250,353. Adopted
That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Mission to the World (p.
264) for FY 1988 of $9,327,800 with GA ASKINGS of $9,148,900. Adopted
That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Servants in Missions

Abroad (SIMA) (p. 270) for FY 1988 of $1,858,200. Adopted
That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Insurance, Annuities &
Relief (p. 285) for FY 1988 of $694,916. Adopted

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of the Committee on
Administration (p. 256) for FY 1988 of $729,711 with GA askings of
$620,709. Adopted
That the total compensation, including all benefits of Coordinators, Directors
and Presidents and Stated Clerk be set forth in their respective budgets.
Adopted
That the 15th GA direct all committees, boards and agencies to develop
actual financial budgets based not on a maximum amount to spend but on a
realistic amount expected to be spent; that GA approve spending of 5% above
a realistic budget. Adopted
That the 15th GA instruct agencies not included in the denominational
corporation (i.e. AR, PCA Foundation, Ridge Haven, Covenant College,
Covenant Theological Seminary, and Investor’s Fund) to amend their bylaws,
if necessary, to require an annual audit of the financial affairs of the agency
by an auditing firm designated by the GA on recommendation by the agency.
Adopted
That Article Il of the Bylaws of PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
(A Corporation) be amended to read:
ARTICLE Ill. OFFICERS.
Section 1. The officers of the Corporation shall be the Chairman of the Board
and President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and such assistant secretaries and
treasurers as may be deemed desirable by the Board of Directors. The Board
of Directors may elect assistant secreatries and treasurers. In the event that
the Secretary or the Treasurer is unable to act, the Board of Directors shall be
authorized to appoint a provisional Secretary or a provisional Treasurer to
serve until a regular Secretary or Treasurer may be elected by the next
General Assembly.
Section 2. The Chairman of the Committee on Administration shall serve as
Chairman of the Board of Directors and as the President of the Corporation.
The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and shall
appoint the members of all subcommittees of the Board. He shall sign such
instruments as mey be required and shall perform such duties as may be
assigned by the Board of Directors of the members of the Corporation in
General Assembly.
Section 3. The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly shall serve as the
Secretary of the Corporation. The Secretary shall have such duties and
responsibilities as set forth in the Book of Church Order and the RULES OF
ASSEMBLY OPERATION for the Stated Clerk. He shall be immediately
responsible to the Committee on Administration. The Secretary shall prepare
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and forward all notices required by law or by these BYLAWS, and shall have
general charge of the corporate books and records. He shall sign such
instruments as may be required, and perform the duties incident to the office
of Secretary, and such duties as may be assigned by the Board of Directors or
the members of the Corporation in General Assembly.
Section 4. The Coordinator of the Committee on Administration shall serve
as the Treasurer of the Corporation. The Treasurer shall be the custodian of
the funds and securities belonging to the Corporation, and not otherwise
designated to one of the three program Committees. He shall receive, deposit
and disburse such funds as directed by the General Assembly, including any
provisions set forth in the Book of Church Order. He shall keep an accurate
account of the finances of the Corporation, not only of the funds in his
custody, but, by means of monthly reports from the other Committees, of
their funds also, on a uniform form, which he shall provide. He shall prepare,
or have prepared, such reports of the financial condition of the Corporation as
may be required, and, in general, perform all of the duties incident to the
office of Treasurer. He shall be bonded in an amount to be determined by the
Committee on Administration. Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly amend its appointment of the editor of the
Messenger as the News Officer of Presbyterian Church in America [M14GA,
p. 148, 14-67, 111, 6] by not designating a News Officer at this time, but that
such designation be delayed until the subcommittee of COA studying this
matter reports its recommendation. Adopted
That the phrase in Section 5 of Article IV, BYLAWS "which should be held
at least quarterly™ be changed to: "which should be held as needed, but no less
than twice a year." Adopted
That the plan for distribution of undesignated gifts to the GA (see M11GA, p.
80, 11-30, Ill, 14) be continued for the FY 1988. Adopted
That a subscription donation for the 16th General Assembly be no more than
$65 per commissioner. Adopted
That church sessions be encouraged to consider October 4, 11, 18, and 25,
1987 for special emphasis on Biblical stewardship in each local PCA church.
Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly set the period of January 4-11, 1988 as an
Assembly-wide Week of Prayer with TE Frank Barker, retiring Moderator as
the National Chairman for the PCA. Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly acknowledge with appreciation the work of
the Ad Hoc Salary Study Committee and instruct COA to form an Ad Hoc
Personnel Policy Committee consisting of staff representatives from the
committees and agencies located in Atlanta to make recommendations to the
COA concerning salaries at all levels below coordinators along with an initial
personnel policy manual and that the Committee on Administration report
COA’s recommendations to the 16th GA. It is understood that any
recommendations affecting the staff of Insurance, Annuities and Relief will
be subject to approval by the Board of Trustees of IAR. (Includes business
carried over from the Fourteenth GA. (14-74, Ill, 39B. See 15-3, p. 55)
Adopted
Approve policy guidelines for the Investor’s Fund for Building and
Development. (Appendix I, p. 319). Adopted
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That the 15th General Assembly approve the following additions to the FY88
COA budget (p. 256): $5,000 to establish a News/Information Office Study
Subcommittee; $20,000 salary for a part-time staff member; and $50,000 for
the PCA Archives (to be spent only if designated funds are available).

Adopted
That the General Assembly approve and provide a budget for each new study
or ad hoc committee to be administered by COA. Adopted
That TE Morton Smith be nominated as Stated Clerk on a half time basis,
effective July 1, 1987 for a period of one year. Adopted
That RE Earl Witmer be nominated as Coordinator of COA for another year.

Adopted
That the Church/State study committee report be received and passed down to
the presbyteries for their consideration. Adopted

That the Assembly adopt a motion from RE Tom Kotouc regarding the

Church/State Report (See Appendix Q, p. 429).

That the action of the Assembly on June 15, 1987 to refer the Church-
State Report of the Committee on Administration to the Presbyteries be
modified as follows:

In order to answer the request of the Twelfth General Assembly for
determination of policy and to answer the Missouri and Oklahoma (Mid-
America) Presbyteries’ overtures of January 18-19, 1985 and October 12,
1984 respectively,-the Summary Positions (set forth below) of the Church-
State Report (which were adopted by the Church-State Subcommittee in the
spring of 1986) are hereby (a) received by the Fifteenth General Assembly as
information and for study and (b) will be transmitted to the Presbyteries along
with the Church-State Report by inclusion in the GA Minutes or by special
mailing, if time so requires, (c) These Summary Positions will be studied by
the presbyteries along with the Church-State Report so that (d) the
presbyteries can submit questions, suggestions or objections to COA by
December 1, 1987 in the anticipation of the adoption of the Summary
Positions by the Sixteenth General Assembly. (¢) The Church-State
Subcommittee will prepare a final draft of the Summary Positions and
Church-State Report by February 15, 1988. (f) These final drafts shall be
mailed to all COA members for study and comment so that (g) COA will
submit a final draft of these Summary Positions to the Sixteenth General
Assembly for adoption or rejection (along with the Church-State Report as
information). Adopted
That COA be given a place on the 15th GA docket on Monday afternoon to
present a combined proposal for IAR and COA to finance the proposed
building purchase. (See 15-11, p. 90) Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly approve the purchase of 1852 Century Place,
Atlanta, Georgia or a similar building to house General Assembly offices
along with the following:

i.  That ownership of the proposed building be in the name of the
Presbyterian Church in America (A Corporation)

ii. That COA be authorized to appoint real estate agent Ronald O ’Keefe,
COA Coordinator Earl Witmer, IAR Director James Hughes, RE Charles
Lowry (COA member), TE William Fox (COA Chairman) and the COA
Advisory Committee consisting of Allen Duble, William Gordy, Robert
Liken, Allen Morris, Robert Morrison, Louis Philhower, and Loyd
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Strickland to negotiate all aspects of the purchase of the facility on
behalf of the PCA Adopted

36. That the General Assembly adopt the memorandum "To: Coordinators"
(June 9, 1987) regarding procedural matters relating to office consolidation
and the purchase of the proposed building.

Revised Copy as of June 9, 1987

TO: Coordinators

FROM: Charles Dunahoo

RE: Procedural Matters

Please read the following and see if | have represented our conclusions properly.

Procedures for things relating to office consolidation.

A. There will be two levels of decision making regarding the consolidation of
space, service and functions.

1

Level One: A unanimous decision by all coordinators and agency
"heads" located in the Decatur offices. If these decisions impact the
Conference Center, College and Seminary, those agency "heads" will
also be involved in the process.

Level Two: Partial consolidation of space, services and function will be
handled in the following manner: In any area in which the group
considers consolidating space, services of functions, any member has the
right not to participate in such consolidation. A decision not to
participate would constitute grounds for non-participation, but would not
prohibit others who desire to consolidate in any given area from doing
S0.

These procedures will be reviewed and evaluated at the January 1988 Coordinator’s
Meeting.

Goal.
A.
B.

building.

3.

A space planner will be used initially for a feasibility study and to make
recommendations for the above. Decisions will be made with those
recommendations either at level One or Level Two.

Any CEO can bring before the entire group thoughts, suggestions and/or
recommendations regarding space, services or functions. Levels One
and/or Two will be used in each case.

For the PCA to own the building and be managed by COA.

If A. is not possible immediately then IAR is asked to own the building for 12
months up to five years and lease it to the PCA.

Immediate Situation

It was agreed upon at the June 8, 1987 meeting of the coordinators that the
following contingencies must be met before proceeding with the purchase of a

A. That the cost of rent governed by each committee’s and agency’s 1987-88
budget is not to exceed $12 per square foot.

B. That a safety net be established. This is an adequate reserve (at least
$100,000) held by COA as a contingency fund to cover the needed
operational and debt retirement cash flow.

Examples:

(1) $100,000 available through MTW already approved
(2) Balloon loan, with payment of interest only
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(3) Accounts receivable approval from IAR-allowing partial debt-
retirement payments

C. That a down payment and moving cost fund of $1.2 million on $2.3 million

purchase must be donated. Any purchase price increase over $2.3 million
increases the needed donations.

D. That of the necessary down payment there must be at least one-half in cash up

front and commitments for the remainder within three (3) years. Adopted

37. That the report as a whole be approved. Adopted

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension RE Charles LeSuer
Calvary TE Tom Cross
Central Carolina RE Tom Owen
Central Florida TE Carlton Heil, Sec.
Central Georgia TE Guy Richardson
Delmarva TE Robert LaMay
Evangel TE Dave Johnson
Grace RE Julius Lotterhos
Gulf Coast TE Edward James
Louisiana TE Robert Bell
Mississippi Valley TE Dan Gilchrist
Missouri TE Mike Preg, Chairman
Northern Illinois RE Morris Vos
Palmetto TE George Crow
Philadelphia TE David Brewer
Siouxlands RE Robert Steadman
Southeast Alabama RE Allen Knox
Southern Florida TE Richard Gillen
Southwest RE Robert Smith
Tennessee Valley TE Craig Boden
Western Carolina TE Jim Warren

Respectfully Submitted,
TE Mike Preg, Chairman
TE Carlton Heil, Secretary

Clerk’s Note: Recommendations Al-4 and B were handled in 15-8, p. 90.
Recommendation 20 was handled in 15-85, p. 183. Recommendation 32 was handled
in 15-20, p. 91. Recommendation 33 was handled in 15-59, p. 123. Recommendation
34 and 35 were handled in 15-11, p. 90. Recommendation 36 was handled in 15-14, p.
90. They are included here for easier reference.

TE William Fox led in prayer and the Assembly recessed for refreshment at 2:25
p.m. Business resumed after prayer by TE Joseph Pipa at 3:00 p.m.

15-92 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant College.
TE Robert Fitler, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report. (See Appendix
E, p. 295.)
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Business Referred to the Committee
1

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

Report of Covenant College to the Fifteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America submitted by President Martin Essenburg
Minutes of Covenant College Board of Trustees October 23-24, AD 1986
Minutes of Covenant College Board of Trustees March19-20, AD 1987
Minutes of Covenant College Board of Trustees Executive Committee
September 26, AD 1986

Minutes of Covenant College Board of Trustees Executive Committee
February 6, AD 1986

Financial/Audit Report of Covenant College June 30, AD 1986

Business carried over from 14th General Assembly

Statement of the Major Issues Discussed

The major issues discussed were those arising from the various Minutes and the
President’s report. These included: 1) Enrollment 2) Financial Support 3)
Trustees Response to the Fourteenth General Assembly’s Directives which the
Committee found to be adequate.

Recommendations

10.

11.

1

2.

That the Minutes of College Board of Trustees dated October 23-24, AD
1986 and March 19-10, AD 1987 be approved with notations. Adopted
That the Minutes of the Covenant College Board of Trustees Executive
Committee of September 26, 1986 be approved with notations. Adopted
That the Minutes of the Covenant College Board of Trustees Executive
Committee of February 6, 1987 be approved without exception or notation.
Adopted
That the Financial/Audit Report of Covenant College dated June 30, AD
1986, be approved and received. Adopted

That the General Assembly designate Sunday, October 18, as Covenant
College Sunday throughout the denomination and encourage churches to
remember the College with prayer and an offering on that day. Adopted
That the 1988 Budget of Covenant College be approved.

See 15-91,111,10,p. 189
That the 15th General Assembly take note of the fact that 75 out of every 100
college-bound PCA young people go to secular schools, and only 25 go to
Christian colleges. Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly take note of the fact that the churches have
supported only one third of the $900,000 total askings, leaving our
denomination’s college bereft of much needed funds for operating costs,
salaries, and expansion. Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly encourage those churches not supporting
Covenant College to communicate with the college the reasons they are not
currently supporting Covenant. Adopted
That the 15th General Assembly urge the congregations to take note of the
$250,000 challenge grant for which $180,000 is still needed by June 30, and
that this $250,000 grant is necessary for the current year’s operating budget;
that the 15th General Assembly commend this urgent need to the churches
with all deliberate speed. Adopted
That the General Assembly strongly urge the Sessions and Congregations of
the Presbyterian Church in America to prayerfully uphold or even exceed the
askings of Covenant College which are $6.22 per member. Adopted
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That the Board of Trustees of Covenant College be redirected to follow the
instructions of the 14th General Assembly which were that the General
Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose and develop
standards for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency heads and the
fact that an evaluation has been conducted be reported annually as a part of
their minutes. Adopted
That the General Assembly exhort the Board of Trustees of Covenant College
not to seek or accept a grant from the Georgia Department of Energy for
repairs to the library. Defeated
That we commend Dr. Martin Essenburg to our fellow NAPARC
denomination the Christian Reformed Church as director of personnel for
their foreign missions. We thank the Lord for his nine years of service at
Covenant College. We would note his worshipful spirit especially while
leading the College in Chapel. We note his compassion and interest with
individual students, staff, and faculty; his model of godliness toward wife,
family, and Covenant College community. We note also his leadership to
faculty and staff, faithful to the college motto "Christ pre-eminent in all
things." Adopted

The report as a whole was then approved.

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension RE David E. Errick
Calvary TE James R. Simoneau
Central Florida TE Randall R. Greenwald
Central Georgia TE Scott L. Reiber
Delmarva TE Michael Coleman
Eastern Carolina TE Byron G. Curtis
Mississippi Valley TE Steve Wilkins
Missouri TE Mike Osborne
Northern Illinois RE Rich Nay

Palmetto TE Robert Fitler
Southeast Alabama RE Roy B. Gamble, Jr.
Tennessee Valley TE Dana L. Stoddard

15-93 Committee of Commissioners on Ridge Haven.
TE Donald Jefferson, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A.
B.
Il. Stat

Report of Ridge Haven.

Audit of Ridge Haven.

ement of the Major Issues Discussed

The Committee discussed the need for more sleeping quarters at Ridge

Haven, the need to encourage churches to include Ridge Haven in their yearly

budg
be m

ets as designated giving so the askings approved by General Assembly could
et, and the need to encourage new first time visitors to the conference center.
The audit report of the Committee through June, 1986 was received without

recommendations by the Committee.
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I11. Recommendations

1. The minutes of March 12, 1987 and May 15, 1987 be approved with the
following exception:
That an evaluation of the Coordinator was not reported in the minutes in
accordance with M14GA 14-74, 111, 62, p. 175 Adopted

2. That Sessions and Churches be encouraged to acquaint their congregations
with the ministry of Ridge Haven and the need for financial support,
especially the need for funds for additional adult accommodations. Adopted

3. That Sessions and Churches be requested to include Ridge Haven in their

annual budgets to underwrite the operating expenses. Adopted
4. That Sessions and Churches be encouraged to pray for the ministry of Ridge
Haven. Adopted
5. That Ridge Haven’s 1987-88 budget be approved as submitted through the
Committee on Administration. Deferred, 15-91, Ill, 8, p. 188

The report as a whole was then approved.

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Scott Johnston
Central Florida RE John Edwards
Covenant TE Carl Brannan
Eastern Canada TE Donald Codling
Evangel RE John Gunn, Sr.
Grace TE Andy Homeyer
Louisiana RE Jack Day
Mississippi Valley RE Jack Treloar
Missouri TE Don Jefferson
North Georgia TE Don Ward
Palmetto RE John G. Farmer
Southeast Alabama TE Ronald Clegg
Warrior RE Horace Hammond
Western Carolina TE Daniel Sulc

15-94 Ad Interim Committee on Heroic Measures.
On motion the report of this Committee was deferred until the 16th General

Assembly.

15-95 Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
TE Roy Taylor, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
Overture 2

Overture 28

Overture 31

Overture 32

Overture 33

Overture 34

Overture 36

Overture 37

PN WD
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Overture 7

Personal Resolution 1

Business Carried Over from the 14th GA
Personal Resolution from RE Earl F. Fair
Personal Resolution from RE David Coffin

Maj'or Issues Discussed
Overtures and Personal Resolutions listed above.
Recommendations
1. That Overture 7, 15-3, p. 44, be answered in the negative. See 15-43, p. 106

2.

10.

11.

12.

Adopted
That Overture 2, 15-3, p. 37, be answered in the negative.
Grounds: (1) Such theological terms may be studied by presbyteries,
sessions, and members at large using the vast resources of doctrinal treatises
available to the church today.
(2) The cost to the denomination that comes with the multiplication of
special study committees suggests that they should be limited to issues of
great urgency and/or widespread disagreement.
(3) That doctrinal issues related to this overture have, at least in part, been
already addressed by the Assembly in previous judicial cases and in The
Pastoral Letter Concerning the Work of the Holy Spirit PCA (Second General
Assembly, 1974) and in The Documents of Synod of the RPCES.  Adopted
That Overture 28, 15-3, p. 37, be answered by Review and Control
Committee General Recommendation V, B.4, 15-96, p. 219, which also is the
answer to Overture #35, 15-3, p. 54.

. That Personal Resolution #1, 15-3, p. 88, from TE Richard Burguet be

answered in the negative. Adopted

That Overture 31, 15-3, p. 38, be answered in the negative.

Grounds: There are varying applications of the Scripture cited in this

Overture on which there is disagreement, and that this is a matter of

conscience and that the General Assembly should not seek to bind the

conscience. Adopted

That Overture 33, 15-3, p. 39, be answered in the negative. Adopted

That Overture 34, 15-3, p. 39, be answered by the reference to the General

Assembly’s action on the report of the Ad Interim Committee on Structure

and Procedure. Adopted

That Overture 36, 15-3, p. 40, be answered in the affirmative.

Grounds: The ruling of Case #2, Bogue vs. Ascension Presbytery, 1983

General Assembly; BCO 14-7. Answered by 15-83, IIl, 17 & 22, p. 173

That Overture 5 of the 14th General Assembly, 15-3, p. 54, be answered in

affirmative and adopted as amended in 14-85, Ill, 3, see 15-3, p. 55. Adopted

Overture 37, 15-3, p. 40, failed on the floor of the General Assembly on June

15, 1987 (See 15-18, p. 91).

Overture 32, 15-3, p. 38, failed on the floor of the General Assembly on June

15,1987 (See 15-3, p. 35).

That the Personal Resolution #3 of TE Earl A. Fair, p. 88, be answered in the

affirmative as amended.

1. Whereas, since Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is one
of the most pressing problems facing not only our nation’s citizens but
also the world-wide population from a Scriptural, political, economic,
health, social, and moral standpoints; and
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2. Whereas, AIDS is already pandemic and is endangering entire
countries; and

3. Whereas, churches may soon be confronted with the possibility of
receiving members with AIDS or having members contract the disease;
and

4.  Whereas, some of our pastors may be called to minister to AIDS
sufferers; and

5. Whereas, missionaries are serving in third world countries where AIDS
is epidemic, placing missionaries and their families in serious danger of
exposure to the disease; and

6.  Whereas, the multiplication of AIDS victims endangers already
inadequate blood reserves; and

7. Whereas, the medical profession faces danger in dealing with AIDS
patients; and

8.  Whereas, Surgeon General Everett Koop has likened the Black Plague
to "a Sunday School picnic" when compared to the AIDS pandemic; and

9. Whereas,we as a Church must speak to society from a Scriptural
standpoint regarding the AIDS problem; and

10. Whereas, the AIDS crisis gives the Church new occasions for
evangelistic and diaconal ministry;

Therefore, the Fifteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in

America meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan on June 15 through June 19,

1987 directs the moderator to appoint a special committee (before the

assembly adjourns) which will begin work immediately to bring specific

recommendations to the next General Assembly; which recommendations

will serve to give direction and to provide educational guidelines for

individuals and churches to use in dealing with the AIDS epidemic and

pandemic. The committee is to be composed of seven persons and the

committee is to be funded with $4,200 from designated gifts. Adopted

That Personal Resolution #2 of RE David Coffin, p. 88, be answered in the

affirmative as amended by the committee:

Instruct the Committee on Administration, in planning the 16th General

Assembly that the General Assembly take note that 1988 is the 200th

anniversary of the constitution of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church of America and that the Coordinators of the General Assembly

Permanent Committees, the Stated Clerk, and the Editor of The Messenger

bear this in mind in planning and publicizing the 1988 General Assembly.

Adopted

The report was then approved as a whole.

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Stephen A. Pribble
Calvary RE John Anderson
Central Carolina TE Dewey Murphy
Central Georgia RE James G. Luce
Delmarva RE Robert Lukens
Eastern Canada TE Jonas Shepherd

Evangel

RE Phil Anderson



Grace

Great Lakes
James River
Mississippi Valley
Missouri

New River

North Georgia
North Texas
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TE L. Roy Taylor

RE Howard Lane

TE Larry Roff

RE Edmund Johnston
TE Eric Dye

TE W. Michael Hall
TE Don Mountan

TE Arnold Robertstad

Northeast RE Gary S. Flye
Northern Illinois TE Larry C. Hoop
Palmetto RE Phil Johnson
Philadelphia RE Kenneth W. Rush
Siouxlands TE Stan Sundberg
Southeast Alabama TE John Kinser
Southwest TE LaVerne Donaldson
Warrior TE Edward Spencer

Westminster

TE Byron Snapp

15-96 Committee sn Review and Control of Presbyteries.

report.

TE Lawrence Lunceford, chairman, led in prayer and

A list of the Presbytery Minutes received by the Committee
(See I11. below)

A list of the Presbyteries which have not submitted minutes:
Delmarva - minutes of April 19, 1986 and February 14, 1987.
Eastern Carolina - Minutes of the adjourned stated meeting of November 8, 1986
and the minutes of January 17, 1987.

Great Lakes - Minutes of March 13 & 14, 1987.

Southern Florida - Minutes of January 20, 1987.
Western Carolina - Minutes of March 21, 1987.

A Report concerning the Minutes of each Presbytery

1. That the Minutes of the Presbytery of the Ascension:

a.
b.

be approved without exceptions - March 8,1986 Adopted

be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 2,1986

-Standing Rules of Presbytery amended with no indication of requisite
2/3 majority vote. (SR VII-3-B) 86-81

July 12,1986

-No quorum established for commission (BCO 15-2).

-86-81.3 no quorum established for commission (BCO 15-2)

-86-81.5 Standing Rules suspended with no indication of 2/3 majority
(SR VII-3-A)

-86-83 no indication that motion of presbytery to docket amendment of
Standing Rules of presbytery for next stated meeting occurred in any
subsequent minutes.

-86-77 Standing Rules amended with no indication of requisite 2/3
majority of presbytery (SR VII 3-B)

September 19,1986

-Basis for ruling motion out of order not stated.
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November 8,1986

-no record in presbytery minutes from 3-86, 5-86, 7-86 on 9-86 of an
approval of call for Mr. Stephen Pribble to Faith Church of Akron, OH.
-86-104.3 no record of quorum being established for commission {BCO
15-2)

-86-104.7 no quorum established for commission (BCO 15-2)

-86-105.2 Standing Rules amended with no indication of requisite 2/3
majority (SR VI1I-3-B)

January 9,1987

-87-13 Standing Rules amended with no indication of requisite 2/3
majority vote of presbytery (SR VI1I-3-A)

-87-15 No quorum established for commission {BCO 15-2)

-87-21.2 No record in commission of adjournment with prayer {BCO
10-5)

That the minutes of Calvary Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 4,1986

-p.l no indication of churches represented by TEs in attendance (RAO
9-14-3f)

-p. 1 name of person opening in prayer not listed (RAO 9-14-4a)

-p.5 report of commission to install John Hall - no quorum established
{BCO 15-2)

-p.6 no quorum established for commission to install Darrell Mclntyre
{BCO 15-2)

-p. 17 exceptions taken to session minutes should be detailed {BCO 40-
3)

June 7,1986

-p.I no indication of churches represented by TEs in attendance (RAO
9-14-30

July 26,1986

-p.4 election of elders was not held at least 30 days after the petitioners
made nominations from presbytery’s approved list of men {BCO 5-9)
-p.5 no order of service for the service of organization was attached to
the minutes as promised (RAO 9-14-4c)

-p.6 the minutes do not reflect that the necessary 2/3 majority passed the
motion to amend a previously adopted motion where previous notice had
not been given at a prior meeting that amendment of the adopted motion
would be sought {RRO 34)

August 14,1986

-p.I minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

-p.2 the call of the meeting should indicate that the constitutional
requirements of BCO 13-11 have been fulfilled.

October 23,1986

-p.7 copy of Shepherding Committee Report should be attached (RAO
9-14-4c)

-Appendix A (1) Report of commission uses "Rev." {M13GA)
-Appendix A (2) no quorum established {BCO 15-2)
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December 11,1986

-p.1 no indication of churches represented by TEs in attendance (RAO
9-14-30

-p.2 minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

January 24,1987

-p.I person opening in prayer not named (RAO 9-14-4a)

-p.12 exceptions taken to session minutes should be detailed (BCO 40-
3

G)ENERAL - (1) Absence of current directory of Presbytery (RAO 9-
14-8a)

(2) Absence of current roll of presbytery (RAO 9-14-8b)

(3) Absence of up-to-date Standing Rules of Presbytery (RAO 9-14-8e)

3. That the minutes of Central Carolina Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: May 3,1986, October 25,1986
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 19,1986

-p.8 missing from minutes

February 7,1987

-p.5, 2¢ Mr. Underwood was being examined for licensure (BCO 19-1)

-reference to BCO 13-6 should be deleted from minutes.

GENERAL - no up-to-date copy of presbytery’s Standing Rules; no

Directory of Presbytery (listing committees); no Roll of Presbytery (with

churches, addresses, pastors, clerks).

4. That the minutes of Central Florida Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 19,1986

-p.2 the name of the person opening in prayer should be recorded. (RAO
9-14-4a)

-pages 3,4 No indication that candidates Malloy & Lamb were endorsed
by their session. (BCG 18-2)

-p.5 The minutes do not record that the necessary 2/3 majority was
obtained to rescind a previously adopted motion. (RRO 34)

-p.6 specific exceptions to session records and churches not listed.
(BCO 40-3)

July 15,1986

-p.2 the name of the person opening in prayer should be recorded (RAO
9-14-4a).

-p.3 no indication that candidate Eckenwiler was endorsed by his
session (BCO 18-2)

October 10,1986

-p.4 The petitioners must nominate candidates for ruling elder from the
list of men presbytery approves at least 30 days prior to the election and
organization service (BCO 5-9-3).

-CM & MHW no indication candidate Ted Strawbridge was endorsed
by his session (BCO 18-2)

January 20,1987

-p.3 resolutions committee appointed; no report in minutes.
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-p.5 MHW report - TE Corzine: no questions of ordination asked (BCO
13-6).

-p.7  "Exceptions" to session minutes should be specified in their
particulars in presbytery’s minutes (BCO 40-3).

That the minutes of Central Georgia Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions: April 8,1986, May 17,1986, October

14,1986, December 6,1986, January 10,1987, January 31,1987
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 12,1986

-presbytery improperly received a call which had not been first approved

and prosecuted by local congregation. {BCO 20-1, 20-6, 20-8).

That the minutes of Covenant Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 3,1986

-identification of Eugene Owen omitted

-p.3, para. L1 no copy of Wingard Commission Report {BCO 15-1, 21-
7)

-p.3, para 1.2 no copy of Westminster Commission Report {BCO 15-1,
21-7)

-p.4, para 111.2 no copy of Mr. Plunkett’s call {BCO 20-10)

-p.7, Admin Comm, no record of individual recommendations being
adopted. {RRO-X91Q, pp. 421ff)

-p. 13, Min. Comm, no record of Mr. Gleason’s internship having been
approved {BCO 19-13)

-pages 13-15, Min. Comm, no copies of the calls for Mr. Gleason, Mr.
Ferris, and Mr. Farnsworth. {BCO 40-2)

-p. 17, Sess. Rec. no record of the report of this committee being
approved by presbytery {BCO 40-3)

October 7,1986

-p.4 entire page is missing {BCO 40-2)

-p.9, Min. Comm. II.C no reason given for moderator’s ruling (RAO 9-
14-5)

-p-11, p. 19 (2nd) the call listed for Mr. Sadlow in the Minister’s
Committee Report does not match the copy of the call from the church
shown on the second p. 19 in the supplement. {BCO 40-2)

-p.11, Min. Comm, no record of presbytery’s giving Mr. Sadlow
permission to labor outside the bounds of presbytery. {BCO 13-2)

-p.16, Cand. Comm, no record of any action being taken on Mr. King’s
request. {BCO 40-2)

-No record of Presbytery acting to approve this Committee’s
recommendations {BCO 40-3)

-Supplement: no record of Presbytery approving the minutes of any of
the ordaining commissions.

-Supplement: Starnes Commissiop-members not listed; not closed in
prayer, minutes not approved by commission {BCO 15-1, 21-7)
-Supplement: Howe Commission—minutes not approved by the
Commission {BCO 15-1, 21-7)
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March 3,1987

-p.2, MNA Com. no record of a presbytery commission examining the
ruling elders of Old Lebanon Church. No copy of the petition. (BCO
13-8)

-p.5, para I no copies of Sadlow or Hart Commission Reports (BCO 15-
1,21-7)

-p.5, para Il reports not included in presbytery minutes (RAO 9-14-6e)
-p. 14, Min. Comm. #3 Mr. Miller should have been transferred to a
particular presbytery {BCO 46-6)

-p.15, Min. Comm. #5. no record of presbytery approving Stated
Supply by Mr. Chandler {BCO 22-6)

-p. 15, Min. Comm. #7. no specific reason given for ruling resolution
out of order (RAO 9-14-5)

-p. 18, Sess. Rec. no record that presbytery approved the Committee’s
actions {BCO 40-3)

GENERAL - 1 In numerous instances there is the record of "receiving
the report as a whole". If a report is acted on as a whole, it should only
be "adopted”, and even that action should be taken only rarely {RRO-
1970, p. 422f).

2. In numerous instances the name of the mover of a motion is given in
the Minutes. This should not be done. (RAO 9-14-6a)

No directory of Presbytery. (RAO 9-14-8a)

No roll of Presbytery. (RAO0 9-14-8b)

No list of candidates. (RAOQ 9-14-8c)

No list of licentiates. (RAQ 9-14-8d)

No up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules. (RAO 9-14-8e)
No copy of Guidelines for Keeping Presbytery Minutes (RAO 9-14-

© NS~ w

10)
9. No copy of the report from the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
concerning the minutes reviewed by the 14th General Assembly. (RAO
9-14-10)

10. There is no record of the Presbytery taking any action to rectify the
14th General Assembly’s citing the Presbytery for unsatisfactory
response to the 13th General Assembly’s citations.

Il.  The only record of any Presbytery action on the 14th General
Assembly’s list of exceptions is a brief statement in the Clerk’s Report
(p. 5) of the October 7, 1986 minutes instructing the Stated Clerk of the
Presbytery to reply to the General Assembly. There is no record that the
Clerk had done so; no subsequent approval of any such action by the
Presbytery and no communication in the file received from the Stated
Clerk of the General Assembly.

That the minutes of Delmarva Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 13,1986

-p. 102 person who prayed at adjournment not named.

August 26,1986

-V. no record of presbytery’s approval of the call to Douglas from the
Seminary BCO 20-11.

-p. 104 VI.7. no quorum set for commission BCO 15-2
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September 20,1986

-p. 105,111 neither prayer nor person who prayed mentioned in opening
of presbytery

-p.113 XVII no record of quorum for commission as required by BCO
15-2.

-item XVII omission of examination in church history or PCA history
BCO 21-4 for the following persons: W.illiam Bales, Stanley Gale,
Philip J. Lambooy, and Maurice Sikes.

-p.114, XX1 no record that the meeting was closed with prayer
November 11,1986

-p-124 xvm no record of examination in church history or history of
PCA BCO 21-4

-X1X exceptions found in sessional minutes not recorded.

January 24,1987

-minutes not signed by stated clerk

GENERAL - Roll of presbytery not included

No Directory of Presbytery included

No list of candidates and licentiates included

No copy of Standing Rules of Presbytery included

8. That the minutes of Eastern Canada:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: February 26-28,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

-p.3 no record that the application for being taken under care was filed at
least 2 months before meeting. (BCO 18-2)

-p.3 no indication that the candidate provided a written copy of his
sermon as required in BCO 19-2d.

-p.7 Document 86-2-G is not included with these minutes.

9. That the minutes of Eastern Carolina:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: May 27,1986, November 8,1986
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 19,1986

-p.6 action #15 - presbytery granted Mr. James T. O’Brien in his

examination for licensure his exceptions concerning the sabbath as

found in chapter 21 of WCF & BCO, 48-3 and 48-4. These sections

concern sabbath keeping.

-p.6 action 18 - in the above mentioned examination presbytery granted

exception concerning the tithe as expressed in BCO, 54-1

-p.7 actions 24-25 - these actions appear to assign a committee of two to

the role of a commission of presbytery to conclude the dissolution of a

pastoral relationship. Thus violating BCG, 15-2.

July 19,1986

-p.4 actions 10-11-12 - failure to approve the minutes of 4/19/86.

Neither does this action appear in subsequent minutes examined by

Review & Control.

-p.5 not noted that morning session concluded with prayer

October 18,1986

-p. 12 action 10 - an adjourned stated meeting of presbytery is ordered for

11/8/86 following a called meeting, but no minutes appear for such

adjourned meeting.
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GENERAL - No list of candidates and licentiates.

10. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Evangel

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: January 27,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 13,1986

-items noted and used as reference in report should be attached or
included in minutes.

-all committee reports not written out but referred to should be attached
to minutes.

July 17,1986

-ltem 7 the letter from Grace Church should be attached to the
committee report and the minutes.

August 14,1986

-ltem F petition from Ft. Payne, AL Church should be included as an
attachment.

11. That the minutes of Grace Presbytery

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 13,1986

-pages 81-90 no quorums set for commissions to ordain and install TE
Plunkett, Hoyt, and Rarig {BCO 15-2)

-p-93 no quorum set for commission to approve presbytery minutes
{BCO 15-2)

August 12,1986

-p.45 no quorum set commission to ordain and install Mr. Berg {BCO

15-2)
-p.67 no quorum set for commission to approve presbytery minutes
{BCO 15-2)

-p.67 minutes not signed

October 14,1986

-p.86 no quorum set for commission to install TE Homeyer {BCO 15-2)
-p.92 no quorum set for commission to approve presbytery minutes
{BCO 15-2)

-p.92 minutes not signed.

January 13,1987

-p.97 no quorum set for commission

-p.127  no indication that presbytery took action on resolution
memorializing RE Sanford Tonrey.

-p.129 no quorum set for commission to approve presbytery minutes
{BCO 15-2)

12. That the minutes of Great Lakes Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: March 14-15, 1986, December 5-6,
1986 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 17,1986

-p.2 no quorum is specified for commission BCO 15-2

September 12-13,1986

-no indication of required session endorsement BCO 18-2-1
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13. That the minutes of Gulf Coast Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: November 18, 1986, December 6,
1986 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

February 11,1986

-para. 86-22 no details of commission report and no item in the
appendix

-roll supplied is not dated

June 7,1986

-p.4 form of licensure not followed BCO 19-4

-p.5 no details of Orange Beach report and no item in the appendix
-86-42 no record of 2/3 vote to suspend Standing Rules (SR 103)

-86-80 seminary degree improperly substituted for church history and
history of PCA BCO 21-4

-86-87 no record 0f2/3 vote to suspend Standing Rules (SR 103)
September 9,1986

-p.2 no indication that BCO 20-9 was complied with.

Appendix B no attestation by moderator regarding the call by the
Wildwood Church (BCO 20-6)

October 14,1986

-p.4, 5 no record of endorsements of Bellamy, Forbes, Welch, Maves,
and Phillips by their Sessions (BCO 18-2)

14. That the minutes of Illiana Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: April 12,1986, January 10,1987
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

October 11,1986

-p.4 did Presbytery set the number in the commission and its quorum

0BCO 15-2)

February 7,1987

-p.2 content of the report of the committee of the whole should appear

since its is the substance of the motion adopted by Presbytery (RAO 9-

14-4-c)

15. That the minutes of James River Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: June 24,1986, October 11,1986
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

October 12,1985

-minutes not approved (RAO 9-14-3e)

-minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

January 11,1986

-minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

-person leading in closing prayer not named (RAO 9-14-4a)

April 11-12,1986

-minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

July 12,1986

-minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

-person leading in closing prayer not named (RAO 9-14-4a)

September 27,1986

-person leading in closing prayer not named (RAO 9-14-43)
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January 10,1987
-minutes not approved (RAO 9-14-3e)
-person leading in closing prayer not named (RAQO 9-14-4a)
GENERAL - no committee reports with any minutes (RAO 9-14-6e)
16. That the minutes of Korean Central Presbytery:
a. Be approved without exceptions:
July 13,1986; October 13,1986* Adopted
17. That the minutes of Korean Eastern Presbytery:
a. Be approved without exceptions:
February 13,1986; June 24,1986* Adopted
18. That the minutes of Korean Southeastern Presbytery:
a. Be approved without exceptions:
June 26,1986; November 10,1986* Adopted
19. That the minutes of Korean Southwestern Presbytery:
a. Be approved without exceptions:
April 15,1986; October 14,1986; January 27,1987* Adopted
*  Recommendation - That all received minutes be approved without
exception and all outstanding responses be approved with the following
provisions:
1 A new translation of the BCO into Korean be made by the
Assembly and each Korean presbytery ratify it prior to the 17th
General Assembly. That the translation be funded by designated
funds to the Stated Clerk’s Office. That CE/P be instructed to make
available BCO and amendments in Korean at the cost for English
versions - any extra being subsidized in CE/P’s Budget.
2. Each Korean presbytery should check its current bylaws or standing
rules for conformity to the BCO.
3. New English translations of each presbytery’s rules be submitted to
Committee on Review and Control prior to the 17th General
Assembly.
4. Each Korean presbytery should appoint a representative to certify
the English translation of all Korean minutes submitted to
Committee on Review and Control. Adopted
20. That the minutes of Louisiana Presbytery:
a. Be approved without exceptions: none.
b. Be approved with the exceptions stated:
October 11,1986
-no notation of approval of previous meeting minutes.
-p.I moderator did not lead the worship service (SR 11l A.3).
-p. 1 names of commissioners not listed (RAO 9-14-3f).
-p.I names of excused/unexcused absences of TEs and Churches not
listed (RAO 9-14-39).
-p. 1 no reasons recorded for excused absences (SR 11.f.z).
-p.l copy of docket not included in minutes.
-p.1 no record of the report of the Review Committee of the approval by
the Presbytery (BCO 40-3, RAO 9-14-4c).
-p.2 Para 45-5 not included in list.
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-p.3 no record of Presbytery approval of any of these recommendations.
No record of this committee report ever being taken from the table
(RAO 9-14-4c).

-p.3 it is not clear if the Presbytery has approved the formation of a
Bethany Advisory Board, or if this is an action taken by Bethany and
simply reported to Presbytery via CE Committee (BCO 140-2).

-p.3 no record that Presbytery actually proceeded to license Mr. Lax
following his examination (BCO 19-3,4).

-p.3  candidates for ordination are required to be sustained in an
examination in English Bible. No reason is cited for Presbytery’s
decision not to examine Mr. Toms in English Bible. Nor is there any
record of an examination in Church History of the PCA. Further, there
is no record of examination or approval of Mr. Toms’ educational
credentials, internship, theological thesis, exegesis paper, written and
oral sermon (BCO 21-4).

-p.4 there is no detailed record of Mr. Toms’ call and no copy of his call
appended to the Minutes. There is no record that Presbytery has made a
record of the reasons that are considered Mr. Toms’ work to be a valid
Christian ministry, such work being outside the jurisdiction of the PCA
(BCO 20-1)

-p.4 although the record shows that the Presbytery asked Mr. Toms the
questions for ordination (BCO 13-7). There is no record that the
Presbytery formally ordained Mr. Toms. Nor is there any record of the
appointment of or report from any Presbytery Commission to do so
(BCO 21-5,6,7).

-p.4 there is no record of a 2/3 majority for the vote to suspend the
standing rules, (SR X.A)

-p.5 no record of Presbytery’s action on the report (BCO 40-2).
November 15,1986

-p.1 designation and dissolution in the matter of TE Marvin Camp and
Letter of Appreciation motion made, but no disposition noted, the
purpose of the called meeting is not explicitly stated (RAO 9-14-4b).

-p.l no list of commissioners (RAO 9-14-3f).

-p.I names of unexcused absences of TE and churches not listed (RAO
9-14-39).

-p.1 no reasons recorded for excused absences (SR 1l F.2)

-p. 1,2 there is no record of the motion being seconded and passed
concerning Plains Presbyterian Church acting as Presbytery’s agent
(BCO 40-2).

-p.2 there is no record of the motion being seconded and passed
concerning the Presbytery paying the remaining balance of the mortgage
of Northeast Church (BCO 40-2).

-p.2 no provision in the BCO to transfer an entire membership roll to
another church.  Church membership in any particular church is
voluntary on the part of each individual member.

-p.3 pastoral call from John Calvin Church—additions made to call not
in compliance with BCO 20-10.

-p.3 Attachment #4 has two illegible additions. These Additions, if by
Presbytery are not in accord with BCO 20-10.
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February 21,1987

-No page numbers whatsoever

-p.l no time listed for first meeting (RAO 9-14-3c).

-p.I Plains Church and Abundant Life Church both list more ruling
elders than they are entitled to seat as commissioners. (BCO 13-1).

-p.2 there is no list of excused/unexcused absences for TE/RE (RAO 9-
14-3g).

-p.2 there is no record that the motion passed to allow the listed ruling
elders the privilege of the floor (BCO 40-2).

-p.3 no record that the election requested by the Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly was held (BCO 40-2).

-p.3 no record of Presbytery approving Commission’s Minutes (BCO
15-1,21-7).

-p.5 para. 3 left out of vote on BCO 45-5. Paras. 43-2, 3 left out of vote
on BCO 42, 43. This is the second vote on these same BCO
amendments. (See Minutes for 10-11-86.)

-p.5 the record reflects an incorrect vote both times on both sets of
proposed amendments (BCO 40-2).

-p.6 no record that motion passed to elect Bill Frisbee to Missions
Disaster Relief Committee (BCO 40-2).

-p.6 no record that Gary Clower was elected to fill MNA slot on
Missions Committee (BCO 40-2).

-p.7 no record that Mr. Hart was formally licensed following his
examination (BCO 19-4).

-p.8 there is no provision in BCO to appoint a Prosecutor Committee.
The prosecutor is to be an individual (BCO 32-3).

-p.8 no record that those nominated were elected by Presbytery (BCO
40-2).

-p.8 no record that this report was adopted by Presbytery (BCO 40-2).
GENERAL - 1. In numerous instances there is a record of "receiving the
report as a whole". If a report is acted on as a whole, it should only be
"adopted," and even that action should be taken only rarely (RRO -
1970, p. 422, f).

2. In numerous instances the name of a mover of a motion is given in
the Minutes. This should not be done. (RAO 9-14-6a.)

3. No list of candidates (RAO 9-14-8c).

4. No list of licentiates (RAO 9-14-8d).

5. No copy of Guidelines for Keeping Presbytery Minutes (RAO 9-14-
10).

6. No copy of the report from the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
concerning the minutes reviewed by the 14th General Assembly (RAO
9-14-10).

7. Presbytery’s response to the 14th General Assembly’s list of
exceptions is generally acceptable. Without a copy of the appropriate
minutes, it is difficult to make a final assessment. The final comment on
their document was inappropriate.

That the minutes of Mid-America Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions: none
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Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 11-12,1986

-p.I Moderator not identified (RAO 9-14-3-d).

-p. 12 the required maijority for amending standing rules is not indicated
(by-laws XI).

May 23,1986

-although consisting of only 2 pages, yet they should be numbered (RAO
9-14-1)

-p.I no indication that BCO 13-11 requirements have been met for
"three" churches in calling the meeting.

-p.1 moderator not identified (RAO 9-14-3-d)

-p.2 a commission was established without a quorum being determined
by Presbytery.

-p.5 a commission was established without a quorum being determined
-p.7 no 2/3 vote attained for by-laws change (by-laws XI)

-p.16 minutes of all sessions were not examined.

22. That the minutes of Mississippi Valley Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 4,1985

-roll incomplete, absent without excuse not noted (RAO 9-14-3-f&g).
-p.30 quorum of commission not set (BCO 15-2).

-p.31 Presbytery heard ordination sermon in committee contrary to BCO
21-4.

p.33 minutes not signed by the clerk (RAO 9-14-7).

October 15,1985

-roll - no excused list noted (RAO 9-14-3 f&g).

-p.52 clerk signature missing (RAO 9-14-7)

February 18,1986

-roll incomplete (RAO 9-14-3 f&Q).

-p.75 no indication that Mr. Kraft preached a sermon before Presbytery
(BCO 21-4).

-p.76 quorum for commission not set (BCO 15-2).

June 3,1986

-pp.64-65 roll incomplete (RAO 9-14-3 f&g). Moderator Lemon listed
and not list of absent without excuse.

-p.67 this page is a duplicate of page 72 of February 18, 1986 minutes.
-p.70 third paragraph - terms of call do not appear (BCO 13-10).

-p.70 fifth paragraph - ordination sermon heard by committee (Elliott)
(BCO 21-4).

-p.70 tenth paragraph - quorum for commission not set (BCO 15-2).
October 21,1986

-roll incomplete (RAO 9-14-3 f&Q).

-p.28 ordination sermons heard by committee (BCO 21-4).

-p.29 terms of calls do not appear (BCO 13-10). All quorums not noted
or set here.

-p.30 last paragraph - point of order not clearly explained (RAO 9-14-
5).

February 17,1987

-all pages not numbered (RAO 9-14-1).
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-roll incomplete (RAO 9-14-3 f&g).

-p.5 no record of a letter from the session on behalf of a candidate (BCO
18-2).

-p.6 terms of call not listed {BCO 13-10).

-p.7 exceptions to session records {BCO 40-3).

-p. & 8 quorum of commissions {BCO 15-2); name of one praying in
closing is omitted (RAQO 9-14-4-3).

23. That the minutes of Missouri Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: October 17, 1986; November 29,

1986; January 16,1987; April 10,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:
April 18,1986

-p. 165 John Rhodes’ examination for licensure was sustained, and he
was licensed, despite his explicit approval of "playing” on the Sabbath
(cf. WCF 31:8, etc.) and of women being ordained to the office of
deacon.

July 18,1986

-p.174 The record of John Rhodes’ examination for ordination indicates
that "he took no exceptions to the standards of the PCA." Yet there is
no indication that the exceptions declared at his licensure examination
were resolved.

24. That the minutes of New Jersey presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: May 17, 1986; August 20, 1986;
October 9,1986; November 15,1986; January 17,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

March 5,1986

-minutes not signed

July 31,1986

-pages not numbered

25. That the minutes of New River presbytery;

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: July 11,1986 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

November 14,1986

-p.3 Presbytery does not establish a quorum as required by BCO 15-2
March 13,1987

-p. 1 It is not stated who opened the meeting with prayer (RAO 9-14-4).
-p.5 It is not stated that presbytery established a quorum for the
Commission to install TE Miller {BCO 15-2).

GENERAL - no Standing Rules of Presbytery included.

26. That the minutes of North Georgia Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: April 19, 1986; July 19, 1986;
December 13,1986; January 17,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 3,1986

-page was not humbered (p.2)

August 2,1986

-page was not numbered (p.2)

October 21,1986

-minutes not signed
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27. That the minutes of North Texas presbhytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: April 4,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 25-26,1986

-p.lI not stated which REs are commissioners and which are alternate
commissioners.

-p.-11 no reason given for ruling out of order motion to request to study
support of new seminary in North Carolina.

July 25-26,1986

p. 1 men not ordained as elders involved in administration of
communion service.

October 24-25,1986

-pp. 15-16 no record of exegesis requiring use of original languages; no
record of examination in church history and history of the PCA.

-p.16 no record of quorum for commission to ordain

January 23-24,1987

-p.8 all session minutes not examined; specific exception not listed.
GENERAL - no directory of presbytery; no roll of presbytery; no list of
candidates under care and licentiates.

28. That the minutes of Northeast presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 9,1986

-p.7 item (31) 4, attachment 10, presbytery did not explain or act on
exception to confessional standards submitted by David Gordon.
September 12-13.1986

-p.8 item 29(3), motion is improper - license cannot be transferred
January 9-10,1987

-p.4 item 22, point of order and moderator’s ruling not stated.

29. That the minutes of Northern lllinois presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: January 24, 1986; April 24-25,1986;
July 25,1986; November 24,1986; January 23,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

October 24-25,1986

-p.4 commission quorum not present as indicated in Annex 86-N.

30. That the minutes of Pacific presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 25-26,1986

-p.3, #16, a) no record of either theological thesis or exegesis paper
being approved or omitted in trial for ordination {BCO 21-4).

-p.4, #16, ¢) no quorum stated for commission.

-p.4, #21, a) use of term "Rev."

-p.7, #21, ¢) no quorum stated for commission

September 26-27,1986

-p.4, #12, B, (5) waiver granted to candidate for care of two month
filing requirement of his application with clerk of presbytery {BCO 18-
2).
34 #12, B, (6) same as above
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-p.5, #12, B, (7) no record of licentiate possessing necessary academic
degrees for ordination and/or being examined in the original languages
nor a record of presbytery approving or omitting required theological
thesis and exegesis paper for ordination trials (BCO 21-4).

-p.6, #12, B, (7) no quorum stated for commission

-p.6, #12, C, (2) no record of congregational response (per BCO 23-1) to
TE Ferguson’s resignation.

-p.7, #12, C, (5) no quorum stated for commission.

-p.7, #12, E, (3) no quorum stated for commission.

-p.9. #12, E, (4) commission report not approved by presbytery.

-p.9, #12, E, (4) presbytery approved a stated supply relationship
involving a TE not in the PCA, nor licensed by the PCA (BCO 22-5).
January 16-17,1987

-p.5, #16, A, (3) no record of required 3/4 vote to approve previous
experience as equivalent to internship (BCO 19-16).

-p.5, #16, A, (3) presbytery waived licensure rather than internship
(BCO 19-7 and 19-16).

-p.6, #16, A, (3) quorum not stated for commission.

-p.6, #16, B, (2) quorum not stated for commission.

-p.7, #16, B, (5) quorum not stated for commission.

-p.9, #16, A, (6) no record of presbytery having received/approved or
omitted theological thesis and exegesis paper for ordination trials (BCO
21-4).

-p. 10, #16, G, (7) no quorum stated for commission.

GENERAL - No directory or roll of presbytery, no list of candidates or
licentiates of presbytery and no Standing Rules submitted.

31. That the minutes of Pacific Northwest presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: May 17,1986; January 9,1987
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

January 10,1986

-p.1 no declaration of quorum

-p.2 reports from commissions to install M. Harrell and J. Smed not

recorded in minutes.

-p.2 no treasurer’sreport in appendix or minutes.

-p.4 no substance of report from Ministerial Relations Committee in

minutes or appendix.

April 25,1986

-p.7 no declaration of quorum.

-p.9 treasurer’s report not given in minutes or appendix.

September 26,1986

-p.22  no record of commission being constituted according to

regulations in BCO.

32. That the minutes of Palmetto presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: August 27,1986; October 23,1986
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 24,1986

-10-35 no record of constitutional questions put to TE Crosswhite.

-10-47 terms of call for TE Ferguson not included.
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July 24,1986

-11-83 quorum not established for commission.

-11-85 no record of call for Mr. Holmes to Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Van Wyck, SC.

-p. 15 Richard Holmes received into presbytery but no record of a call.
GENERAL - 1. pages not properly numbered.

2. no update directory for churches.

3. no update roll of ministers, candidates, licentiates.

4. no copy of Standing Rules.

33. That the minutes of Philadelphia Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: May 9,1986; September 12,1986
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

November 14,1986

-p.2, para. 12 men are noted as being removed from candidacy without

any explanation of the situation (BCO 18-7).

January 10,1987

-p.3, para. 13  ordination by presbytery of a ruling elder is

unconstitutional (BCO 24-1).

GENERAL - no directory included

-no list of candidates and/or licentiates

-no copy of Standing Rules of presbytery

34. That the minutes of Siouxlands presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: April 24-25,1986; January 23,1987
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

September 25,1986

-pp.4-5 exam of candidate for licensure - inadequate record of licensing

of Mr. McConnell {BCO 19-4).

35. That the minutes of South Texas presbytery.

a.

Be approved without exceptions: April 25-26, 1986; July 25-26, 1986;

August 24-25,1986; October 24-25,1986; January 30-31,1987
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

GENERAL - no copy of Standing Rules; no copy of Directory; no copy

of roll of presbytery; no copy of list of candidates under care; no list of

licentiates.

36. That the minutes of Southeast Alabama presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: July 22,1986; January 22,1987
Adopted

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

September 30,1986

-p.I  Mr. Clegg’s exception to the Confession concerning Sabbath

observance was not explained (BCO 14-2).

October 27,1986

-p.7, sec. 7, 86-5-14 not clear if this is complete list of all candidates to

licentiates (as per question No. 10).

-minutes not approved, person closing with prayer not named (86-5-18).

January 2,1987

-p.l, sec. 87-1-5 name not specified of whom closed with prayer.
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37. That the minutes of Southern Florida presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: July 15,1986 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 15,1986

-p.10 name of commissioner closing in prayer not recorded.

October 21,1986

-throughout - names of movers of motions recorded (RAO 9-14.6 (a)).
GENERAL - no directory of presbytery included with minutes.

-no roll of presbytery included with minutes.

-no list of candidates under care and licentiates included with minutes,
-no up to date copy of Standing Rules of presbytery included with
minutes.

38. That the minutes of Southwest presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: May 30,1986; September 24-25,
1986 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 24-25,1986

-p.86-28 item 26 e. presbytery violated BCO 31-2b by not requiring a
judicial commission to institute process against the parties adjudged to
be involved in an unbiblical divorce.

-p.86-28 item 29 minutes of the Administrative Commission on Central
Denver were approved but not attached.

January-22-23,1987

-p.87-10  minutes of Desert Springs Church and Desert Springs
Commission approved but not attached.

39. That the minutes of Susquehanna Valley presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions:January 17,1987 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptionsstated: none.

40. That the minutes of Tennessee Valley presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions:none.

Be approved with the exceptionsstated:

May 20,1986

-p.l unexcused teaching elders and churches not listed (RAO 9-14.3(qg)).
July 8,1986

-p.1 moderator not named (RAO 9-14-3d).

-p.I commission rather than presbytery as a whole appointed to hear
sermons of candidates for ordination {BCO 21-4).

-p.2 unexcused teaching elders and churches not recorded (RAO 9-14,3
(g)% omission of exam in church history and history of PCA for
candidate for ordination of Larry Ferris; no explanation for omission
{BCO 21-4).

-p.5 no record of 3/4 vote to ordain candidate under extraordinary
clause; omission of exam in church history and history of PCA with no
explanation (BCO 21-4).

-p.6 name of person closing with prayer not recorded (RAO 9-14, 4(a).
October 14,1986

-p.2 unexcused teaching elders and churches not recorded (RAO 9-14,

3(9):
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-p.8 no record presbytery voted to approve Mr. Lesondak for ordination
under the extraordinary clause (BCO 21-4).

-p.9 no record of presbytery response to TE Fowler’s request (RAO 9-
14.4 (c)).

-p.9 minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14.7).

November 14,1986

-p.2 no record of unexcused teaching elders or churches (RAO 9-14.3

;()?)).)1-2 the pastoral status of Mr. Anderson is not specified {BCO 22-1).
-p.I norecord of Mr. Grant being examined for internship {BCO 19-9)
-p.2 minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14.7).

January 10,1987

-p.2 no record of unexcused churches and teaching elders (RAO 14-9,
3(9)).

égz) no report of Directory for Worship Committee included or
appended (RAO 9-14, 6 (e)).

-p.4  report of Ad Hoc Committee concerning Tennessee Valley
Presbytery business not included or appended.

-p.5 exceptions to sessional records not recorded {BCO 40-3).

-p.5 mission status granted to group in Maryville, but no record of any
provision for the government of this group {BCO 5-3).

-p.5 name of person closing with prayer not recorded (RAO 9-14.4 (a)).
-p.5 minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14.7).

February 3,1987

-p.l unexcused churches and teaching elders not recorded (RAO 9-14,
3(9))-

-p.5 minutes not signed by clerk

April 7,1987

-p.2 unexcused teaching elders and churches not recorded.

-p.4 Ad Hoc committee concerning Tennessee Valley Presbytery
Business, referenced "attached report" not attached (RAO 9-14, 6 (c)).
-p.6 exceptions to sessional records not recorded {BCO 40-3).

-p.6 person closing in prayer not named (RAO 9-14-4a).

GENERAL - combined Directory and Roll does not include all
information required by RAO 9-14, 8.

-no copy of Standing Rules of Presbytery (RAO 9-14, 8 (e)).

-no response to exceptions to presbytery minutes by the 14th General
Assembly.

41. That the minutes of Warrior presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: April 15, 1986; October 21, 1986,

December 16,1986 Adopted
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 15,1986

-p. 13, #14.227 specific exceptions to sessional records not recorded
{BCO 40-3).

January 20,1987

-p.26, #14.522, Mr. Brown was asked the questions for ordination from
BCO 21-5, but the commission was appointed to "install" rather than
"ordain and install." Also, Mr. Brown was not examined in church
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history, which is required for ordination by BCO 21-4. No record Mr.
Brown had been previously ordained.

-p.28, #14.530 specific exceptions to sessional records not recorded
(BCO 40-3).

42. That the minutes of Western Carolina Presbytery:

a. Be approved without exceptions: March 15,1986; April 12,1986; July
19,1986; November 8,1986; January 24,1987 Adopted
b. Be approved with the exceptions stated: none.

43. That the minutes of Westminster presbytery:

a. Be approved without exceptions: May 13, 1986; September 22, 1986;
October 6,1986 Adopted
b. Be approved with the exceptions stated:
April 19,1986
-p.7 exceptions to session minutes not stated.
July 19,1986
-p.3,1 3 quorum not established for commission (BCO 15-2).
-p.4,1 6 quorum not established for commission (BCO 15-2).
-p.7 exceptions to session minutes not stated.
-attachment, minutes of commission to ordain contains use of "Rev."
October 18,1986
-p.7, exceptions to session minutes not stated.
December 4,1986
-p.2 quorum not established for commission to install (BCO 15-2).
January 17,1987
-p.3,1, 4 quorum not established for commission to ordain (BCO 15-2).

IV. A report on exceptions taken by previous General Assemblies and presbytery
responses.

1

Recommend that the General Assembly approve the following presbyteries’
responses to the exceptions taken by the 14th General Assembly:
Ascension, Calvary, Central Carolina, Central Georgia, Grace, Great Lakes,
Eastern Canada, Gulf Coast, llliana, Louisiana, Mid-America, Missouri,
North Georgia, Northern Illinois, North Texas, Pacific, Pacific Northwest,
Palmetto, Southeast Alabama, Southwest, Siouxlands, South Texas, Warrior,
Western Carolina and Westminster. Adopted
Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following presbyteries for
failure to respond to exceptions taken by the 14th General Assembly:
Covenant, James River, Southern Florida and Tennessee Valley
Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following presbyteries for
inadequate or unsatisfactory response to exceptions taken by the 14th General
Assembly.
a. Delmarva - two responses unsatisfactory
Grounds: BCO 21-4 requires sermon to be preached before presbytery.
Grounds: Presbytery did not show that candidate for licensure John
Marshall’s views on divorce are in accord with PCA standards.
b.  New Jersey - eight responses inadequate and/or unsatisfactory
Grounds: Minutes March 23, 1985, page 2 and May 18, 1985, page 5
ROA 19-4-C require that the particular business transacted must be
stated, i.e. name the type of examination and must include the particular
requirements which were satisfied.
Grounds: May 18, 1985, July 12, 1985 page 1 and November 16, 1985
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page 6. These responses appear designed to justify actions out of accord
with PCA standards, rather than to deal with response to exceptions
taken.

Grounds:  September 4, 1985, page 4, dividing presbytery to hear
ordination examination sermon does not satisfy the pertinent BCO 21-4
requirements.

New River - one unsatisfactory response.

Grounds: Requirements for setting a quorum may not be assumed,
rather they must be specifically established for each commission.
Northeast - one unsatisfactory response

Grounds: The provided clarification of Mr. Millikin’s views on the
Lord’s Day do not demonstrate conformity to PCA standards. It is
improper to clarify the exception by amending the minutes of the
previous meetings by the addition of new information not presented at
the previous meeting.

Philadelphia - one unsatisfactory response

Grounds: March 14, 1987 minutes indicate that after having reviewed
with the presbytery Administration Committee response to exceptions
for failure to supply a list of candidates and licentiates and an up-to-date
copy of presbytery Standing Rules, the clerk was authorized by
presbytery to respond. While copies of the items requested were
supplied to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, they were not
attached to the subject minutes nor otherwise made available to the
Review and Control Committee.

4. Recommend that General Assembly cite the following presbyteries for failure
to respond to exceptions taken by 13th General Assembly:
James River and Mississippi Valley
V. A Report concerning items forwarded to the Committee and general
recommendations:
A. Items Forwarded

1

Response of Calvary Presbytery to the General Assembly in reference to
14th General Assembly Judicial Case #1.
Calvary Presbytery Minutes of January 24, 1987 Stated Meeting indicate
that the presbytery complied with all the amends required by the Judicial
Commission in Case #1, 14GA. Presbytery annulled the exam,
counselled the applicant and re-examined him. His second examination
was not sustained and he was not enrolled in presbytery. Before final
approval of the report the man withdrew his application to seek
membership in another denomination. Calvary Presbytery ceased
further consideration of the matters relative to the case and approved the
report as their response to the 15th GA.

Calvary Minutes 1/24/87, p. 4-5

Recommendation: Approve their response and heartily commend presbytery
for their forthright handling of the matter. Adopted

2.

Regarding the letter of Mr. Robert Schettler to the Committee on Review
and Control concerning a disciplinary action of an RPCES session, prior
tojoining and receiving, recommend the following response:

It is requested that the matter be returned to the Northeast Presbytery for
appropriate action. Adopted
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Communication from Elder Chung In Mo, et al., requesting general
review and control (BCO 40-4 and 40-5) against action by Korean
Presbyterian Church of Washington DC and the Korean Southeastern
Presbytery.

PCA Stated Clerk forwarded to Committee on Review and Control a
petition dated 3/1/1987 signed by 29 members (including 2 elders and 15
deacons) alleging improper and unjust abuses of the discipline process.
It further alleged injustice on the part of Korean Southeastern Presbytery
for refusing to try the case based on an untimely filing of the complaint.
The action of presbytery occurred at the 11/10/1986 Stated Meeting of
Korean Southeastern Presbytery and were recorded in those minutes
which were being reviewed by 15 GA Committee on Review and
Control.

The written records accompanying presbytery’s minutes were missing a
crucial session document alluded to but not seen. The review was
further hampered by problems addressed in the general recommendation
on Korean presbyteries.

The concern of Committee on Review and Control was to suggest a
possible solution without being prejudicial to either the presbytery or the
complainants.

Recommended: That a special committee be appointed as nominated by the

Stated Clerk to inspect all the written records; to investigate for any
other pertinent information relating to the complaint of Elder Chung In
Mo, et al. , against the Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington, DC
and the Korean Southeastern Presbytery; and to report back to the 16th
General Assembly. Adopted
Regarding the letter of TE David Dively, Great Lakes Presbytery, to the
Review and Control Committee, concerning a complaint against the
action of Great Lakes Presbytery pursuant to the examination of a
transferring minister, recommend the following response:

The matter is not received by the General Assembly on the grounds that
the matter is improperly before the Review and Control Committee since
the minutes of the pertinent meeting of Great Lakes Presbytery have not
been received.

General Recommendations

1

2.

That RAO 9-11-2 be amended by inserting the word approved between
the words "unreviewed" and "minutes"” on line 2. Adopted
That RAO 9-14-9 be amended by the following sentence after the words
"General Assembly"” on line 5: "Minutes submitted must be photocopies

from final corrected originals signed by the clerk."” Adopted
That RAO 9-14-10 be amended by deleting "the guidelines for keeping
Presbytery minutes and" Adopted
That the use of "Rev." in presbytery minutes not be treated as an
exception. Adopted

Whereas the Review and Control Committee is annually hindered
severely by the failure of some of its members to complete their reports
and forward them to the chairman.

Be it resolved that the Review and Control Committee recommend that
General Assembly, through the Review and Control Committee,
annually cite presbyteries to which such delinquent members of the
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Review and Control Committee belong, and exhort the presbyteries to
take care to elect only such persons as express earnest intention to serve
the Assembly.
6. That the following Constitutional Inquiry be referred to the Permanent
Committee on Judicial Business:
"Does BCO 21-4 forbid or permit presbhyteries to divide into committees
or parts in order to hear the sermons of candidates for ordination."
VI. A Report on Miscellaneous Items
Committee on Review and Control reports for information the election of the
following men in accordance with RAO 9-5 to serve as 16th General Assembly
committee officers:
Chairman: RE John White, North Georgia
Vice-Chairman: TE Paul Zetterholm, Mississippi Valley

VII. Procedural Motion
1 That the items remaining to be acted upon in the report of the Committee on
Review and Control of Presbyteries be committed to the Committee on
Judicial Business; that the Committee on Judicial Business be instructed to
perfect the report and communicate its proposed exceptions to the respective
presbyteries with the encouragement that they respond prior to the 16th
General Assembly and that the Committee on Judicial Business report on this
matter directly to the Sixteenth General Assembly. Adopted

Respectfully submitted,
Lawrence N. Lunceford, Chairman
Paul Zetterholm, Secretary

Presbyteries represented by commissioners reporting and present:

Calvary RE Dale Springs
Delmarva TE Daniel B. Osborne
Evangel RE Lane Thigpen

Gulf Coast TE James Craft

Illiana TE Thomas Waldecker

Mississippi Valley
Missouri

New Jersey

New River

North Georgia
North Texas
Northeast

Pacific Northwest
Palmetto
Philadelphia
Southern Florida
Susquehanna Valley
Tennessee Valley
Warrior
Westminster

TE Paul Zetterholm
TE Lawrence N. Lunceford
TE James A. Smith
RE Virgil Roberts

RE John White

TE Seth Skolnitsky
RE Gary S. Flye

TE John P. Hoogstrate
RE Claude Vernon
RE Manfred Garibotti
TE James Bowen

RE Greg Donovan

TE David Hall

RE Richard Owens
TE James Richter
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Presbyteries represented by member reporting but not present:

Ascension TE Lawrence B. Oldaker
Central Carolina RE Bemie Lawrence
Central Florida RE James Dickenson
Central Georgia RE James C. Turner
Eastern Canada RE Wayne Matchett
Eastern Carolina TE David Bowen

Grace RE A. M. "Mac" Waites
Great Lakes RE Jim Holtrop

James River RE Eugene Friedline
Korean Southwest TE Edward Kim
Louisiana TE Robert Blaylock
Mid-America RE Wayne Sparkman
Northern lllinois RE Dan Colvin
Siouxlands TE Richard Dark

South Texas TE Dewitt Watson
Southwest TE A. Bernhard Kuiper

Presbyteries unrepresented due to non-appointment or appointees not responding:
Covenant

Korean Central

Korean Eastern

Korean Southeastern

Pacific

Southeast Alabama

Western Carolina

Clerk’s Note:  Recommendations V, B, 1-3 were handled in 15-17, p. 91.
Recommendations V, A, 1-3 and VII,1 were handled in 15-99. They are included here
for easier reference.

15-97 Recess.
The Assembly recessed for dinner at 5:35 p.m. and was led in prayer by TE
Morton Smith.

MINUTES-FRIDAY EVENING
June 19,1987

Thirteenth Session

15-98 Assembly Reconvened.
The Assembly reconvened at 6:35 p.m. with the singing of one verse of "O
Worship the King" and prayer by TE Byron Snapp.

15-99 Committee on Review and Control of Presbyteries.

TE Lawrence Lunceford, chairman, led in prayer and continued the Committee’s
report. Recommendations V, A,1-3 and VII, 1 were handled at this time. See 15-96, p.
000, for the complete text. The report as a whole was approved as amended.
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15-100 Unfinished Business.
Recommendation 15 of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World
was handled at this time. (See 15-29, p. 97, for the text of the report.)

15-101 Approval of Assembly Minutes.
On motion the Assembly voted to allow the stated clerk and the two assistant
clerks to review and approve the minutes.

15-102 Quorum.
On request the parliamentarians determined that a quorum was indeed still present.
A final count at adjournment showed 121 still in attendance.

15-103 Committee on Thanks.

TE Paul Settle was called to the chair while the Committee’s report was read by
RE David Coffin in the absence of the Committee members. The report was adopted as
amended.

Report of the Committee on Thanks
to the Fifteenth General Assembly

Fathers and Brethren, the apostle tells us in I Thessalonians 5, "Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks: for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus."

On behalf of the Fifteenth General Assembly of the PCA we want to rejoice in
God our Savior for His sovereign rule over and provision for His Church. We thank
Him and praise Him for His goodness to us. We acknowledge that "all good things
come down from the Father" and He has indeed been good to us.

But we also want to thank those who have made this assembly a blessing.

1. RE Gerald Sovereign for his gentleness and faimess in his moderating the
meeting.
. The Stated Clerk, TE Morton Smith.
. The Assistant Clerks, TE Frank Moser and TE Larry Ball.
. The Parliamentarians, TE Vaughn Hathaway, RE Jack Williamson, TE -
and TE Joey Pipa.
e time keeper, RE Walter Lastovica.
. TE Frank E. and TE Frank J. Smith and the many floor clerks.
. The college students assisting in the office, David Dupee, Dan Gilchrist, Charles
Esiknaty. The Covenant Singers and Tim Wilds, their director.
8. The typists who were kept busy providing reports to the assembly.
9. RE Earl Witmer and his staff for the organizing of the assembly.
10. Calvin College for an unforgettably warm welcome--helpful staff, good cooks,
good food, transportation and lovely surroundings.
11. Our sister denominations of NAPARC for sharing our common heritage and
facilities.
12. Each commissioner for keeping the bond of peace in the spirit of love.
13. The organist, TE Lawrence Roff
14. The sound crew
15. Grand Rapids Baptist College and Seminary
16. Bethany Christian Services for the refreshments

AW

Sow
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17. The Women’s Advisory Subcommittee and the Women in the Church for their
faithful prayers every morning for the commissioners and the business of the
Assembly.

"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing, and honor and glory and
dominion forever and ever." Amen. Adopted

RE Howard Bankus
TE Bill Davies
TE Robert Schoof

15-104 Adjournment.

On motion the Assembly voted to adjourn, to meet next in Knoxville, Tennessee,
on June 6, 1988. The Moderator resumed the chair and closed the meeting with prayer,
and TE Morton Smith pronounced the benediction. The meeting concluded with the
singing of Psalm 133 at 7:45 p.m.

Psalm 133

1. Behold how good a thing it is,
And how becoming well
Together such as bretren are
In unity to dwell

2. Like precious ointment on the head,
That down the beard did flow
Ev’n Aaron’s beard and to the skirts
Did of his garments go.

3. As Hermon’s dew, the dew that doth
On Zion’s hill descend;
For there the blessing God commands,
Life that shall never end.

15-105 Excuses from Part of the Assembly.
The following commissioners filed excuses for absence from a portion of the
Assembly as indicated:

Mike Coleman A. K. Kuyk
James T. Lester Charles Meador
Tuesday, June 16,1987
p.m. Mark Duncan
Wednesday, June 17,1987
2:00 p.m. Richard C. Chewning
2:30 p.m. John Parrish
4:00 p.m. Walter Menges, Jr.
4:30 p.m. Bill Grier Al Lutz

Mickey Moore
Thursday, June 18,1987
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Robert G. Smith
a.m. Cortez A. Cooper, Jr.
7:00 a.m. Amie Robertstad
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p.m.
2:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
p.m.

Friday, June 19, 1987
a.m.

7:00 a.m.
7:20 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

noon

Balus S. Chastain
Thomas M. Gregory

L. William Hesterberg

Chris Tindall
Tom Kotouc

William Albany
John Barnes

Bob Cato

John Crawford
Earl Eckerson

Bill Gordy

Michael Howell
Edward Johnson
Frank Limerick
Paul T. McHenry
Michael E. Osborne
Robert Penny
Larry Pratt

Petros Roukas
Steven B. Shuman
Richard Tevebaugh
David Trimmier
Jeffrey R. Weir
Charles Wingard
William McColley
Joe Grider

Henry Lewis Smith
Clete Hux

John Smith, Jr.

Alfred W. Bennett, Jr.

John G. Farmer

H. R. Patteson
Paul W. Taylor
Jerry Currin

James E. Singleton
Tom Farr

John MCNicoll
Larry Todd Wilson
Michael Conord
James Perry
Robert Hopper
Jon C. Adams
Charles Davis
William R. Read
Dwight L. Allen
James M. Brown
George Delbert
David E. Errick
Warren Gardner
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Ross Miller
Carl A. Stewart

John Allen

Ron Bossom

Don Caviness
Carl H. Derk
Steve Fox

R. Laird Harris
Wilbur K. Howell
Larry Johnson
Curt McDaniel

J. Archie Moore, Jr.
Ronald H. Parrish
K. Eric Perrin
John Robertson
Shelton Sanford
Phil Stogner
Doug Tilley

Bill Walsh
Joseph H. White
George Wingard

Jayne Sickert
Jim Shull

L. Kenneth Hash

James Routszong

Charles J. Lowry
Stan Sundberg

William Potter
Roland Barnes
Alton M. Phillips
Herbert Ruby
Ernest Breen
Julian Cameron
James G. Edwards
Stanley Gale

Jim Gilbert



12:18 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

1:45 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

2:50 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:10 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
4:20 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:40 p.m.
4:45 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

JOURNAL

George Gillespie
William Haynes
Don Johnson

Paul D. Kooistra
Ralph MCAuley
Donald MacKenzie
Erwin Morrison
Doug Murphy
Eugene Potoka
James Richwine
Wallace Sherbon
Lynden H. Stewart
A. Dale Umbreit
Larry Wilson
Randy Wilding

F. Sanders Campbell
B. I. Anderson
Mark Dalbey

G. Harrington
George A. Miller
Robert Burridge
Russell Doig
William Harrell
Allen M. Baker III
Walter Comin

Ron Lively
William Saadeh
Peter R. Vaughn
Worth Carson
Donald Ward

Jim Luce

F. Seth Dymess, Jr.
Charles A. Kimbrell
Tom MCcCClelland
Donald Mountan
James F. Snyder
Jack Martin

James Schermerhorn
Bill Leonard

Greg Mott

R. S. Rayburn
Leonard H. Bullock
Don Stark

Greg Donovan
Dana H. DeVol
Maurie MCPhee
John M. MCArthur, Jr.
W. H. Dever
Howard Griffith
Larry R. Elenbaum

Paul Goldsborough
Andrew Homeyer
!ra!y Evc

Paul T. MCHenry
Albert F. Moginot, Jr.
James L. Moss

Tom Nolen

J. Paul Poynor

Jonas E. C. Shepherd
Seth Skolnitsky

Tom Sullivan
Thomas Waldecker

J. Andrew White
Jeff Young

George Crocker
John L. Hansbrough
V. Phillips Long

O. Palmer Robertson
Julian H. Davis

Earl Sykes
Robert E. Bell
Scott Johnston
Don Post
Thomas J. Stein
Loren V. Watson
Steven E. Jones

Richard A. Herbert
Jerry Maguire
Philip E. MCRae
Ronald L. Shaw

Henry Poole

Johnathan Seda

Lloyd Moore

Dan Osborne

William Henry Rose, Jr.

Jim Warren

John MacRae

Bill Mason

Scott Reiber

Grover B. Timms, Jr.
Lex Griffin

Jim Meek
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5:20 p.m.
5:25 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:40 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
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Robert C. Schoof
Paul E. Zetterholm
Mel Farrar

Harold D. Hight
Richard Dark
Bruce Howes
Ernest J. Hountz
Don Clements
Greg L. Green
Henry E. Johnson

John F. Peoples, Jr.

James A. Smith

Stephen Stout
John B. White, Jr.

Ross Lindley
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PART I

APPENDICES

The Appendices include the Reports of the Permanent Committees as originally submitted to the
General Assembly, except where the text may have been amended by the Assembly. The
recommendations in this section are those originally submitted by the Permanent Committees, and may
not have been adopted by the Assembly. See the reports of the Committee of Commissioners for each of
the respective committees to find the recommendations as they were adopted by the Assembly.

The budgets as approved by the Assembly are found in Appendix C, p. 256.
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APPENDIX A

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK
TO THE
FIFTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCTION
The Stated Clerk again expresses his thanks to God and to the Church for permitting him to serve in
this capacity another year.

l. Duties of the Clerk Reviewed

The Stated Clerk’s Office prepares three regular publications each year: The Minutes of the General
Assembly, The Yearbook, and The Commissioner's Handbookfor the General Assembly. In addition, the
Office has been able to complete The Digest of the Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America. This long awaited volume is finally ready for circulation, and may be purchased
through the Christian Education and Publications Bookstore.

The Minutes were completed during the Summer of last year, but due to delays at the printer were
not published until November. The Yearbook should be ready for distribution at the Assembly.

The Clerk mailed the Report of the Ad-Interim Committee on General Assembly a week after the
90 day deadline, due to delays in receiving the report. The mailing was done by bulk mailing.

The Stated Clerk’s Office continues to serve the whole Church with the distribution of the
Ministerial Data Forms to churches that are searching for a pastor, and at the request of ministers seeking
a call. We supply each pulpit committee with a manual to assist them in their work. A church profile
form is also sent to vacant churches. Data from this form is put into our computer data base and is used
in matching ministers to churches.

The Stated Clerk’s Office is now on a computer network with the Office of the Committee on
Administration. This office keeps the addresses of ministers and churches updated in a common data
base, which can be used by all who are on the network. Hopefully the other Committees and Agencies
will be able to tap into this network in the near future, and have ready access to the current data.

Last year the Clerk reported that the staff had been reduced due to the use of computers. This has
also been true this year. We are now able to operate the office with just one primary secretary and some
part-time help. It is the hope of the Clerk that he will be able to return to just a one-half time
employment as the Stated Clerk of the Assembly. When the Church began, he served in this way, and
now that the office is running so smoothly, he believes that he can return to this level of employment and
still continue to fulfill all of the necessary tasks as Clerk. He expects to spend the other half of his time
teaching at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

The Clerk continues to be concerned that other than his secretarial staff, no one knows the work of
the Stated Clerk’s Office. He was moving toward the use of a minister, who was without charge, in the
capacity of secretary, with the view of his becoming an Associate or Assistant Clerk. For the first time in
the history of the Church, the Committee involved itself in the internal operation of one of the offices.
The matter has now been resolved, but the Clerk has problems with such a procedure, and suggests that
the Assembly may want to develop a regular policy manual to guide all its Committees and Boards, so
that its Coordinators and other Agency heads may know their prerogatives and/or limitations in running
their respective offices.

II.  The Archives

Of particular concern to the Clerk is the attitude toward the Archives. First, it is given a very low
priority by the Committee on Administration, so that when there are financial problems the Archives is
among the first functions cut. The Assembly last year approved a budget of 573,237 for the Archives.
When it appeared that there would be a shortage of funds, only $15,000 was granted to the Archives,
primarily because there were salary commitments, which the Assembly had previously indicated should
be honored above other matters, under such circumstances. The result was that we lost the Acting
Director of the Archives. This meant that there was no one who had archival training serving on its staff.
We were able to retain one part-time Secretary, and she was able, with the help of some student and
volunteer helpers, to keep the Archives open during this past year. The processing of the materials
continued, but at a very slow pace. We are accumulating a number of collections that need to be
processed, when we can afford it.
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There were some S22.000 of designated gifts and service fees that were added to the S15,000
allocated by the COA. This enabled us to continue to operate at a minimum level. The Committee on
Administration is presenting the same sort of "bare-bones" budget for the Archives for the coming year.
If this budget is adopted, without any approval from the Assembly for the Archives to be able to spend
additional funds, even if they are forthcoming from other sources, then the Clerk will be hindered from
spending any more than that which is budgeted, since the Assembly policy is to make the budgeted
amount the maximum spending amount for its Committees and Agencies. The Clerk requests that the
Assembly approve the expenditure of up to $50,000 more than is proposed in the budget, if such funds
should come in designated for the Archives.

The Clerk believes that the Assembly should plan to budget one half of one percent of its total
budget for Archives. This is the level at which other denominations and institutions fund their archives.

The Clerk regrets that he must report that to date the Mission to the World Committee has not paid
the fee, which was directed by the last General Assembly for the transfer, processing and storage of the
MTW materials. Because of the failure to pay, the Archives did not have funds to pay for the processing
and thus the MTW materials remain unprocessed, which is not a good situation, in the event that research
in these fdcs is needed . The Clerk reminds the Assembly of the action that it took last year:

"That since the General Assembly has mandated that all its Committees, and Agencies must

preserve all their records, which necessarily involve considerable expense to the various

Committees and Agencies (i.e. properly maintained records cost 515.85) per cubit foot per year),

therefore:

a. That all Committees and Agencies are to transfer non-current records (i.e. all records five
years and older, in accordance with MJ2GA, 12-90, pp. 184-187, recommendation 20) to the
PCA Archives.

b.  That each Committee and Agency bear the cost for its own materials at the cost of
approximately $30 per cubit foot delivered and processed, and $5 per year per processed cubit
foot for maintenance; and that these costs will apply to all materials that have been or will be
processed.

c. That whatever the COA contributes towards the Archives is considered as payment for
processing and maintaining the Stated Clerk’s and COA’s records.

Clerk’s note: The effect of this motion was to add the following amounts to the budgets of the

following Committees and Agencies:

COA None
CE/P $2,415
MNA 865
MTW 6,995
Cov. College 70
Cov. Seminary 305
PCA Foundation 35

M14GA, 14-74,111,61, pp. 174-5.
Since the Seminary is supplying the space to the Archives free of charge, the assessment to the
Seminary was deemed as having been met by the Archives Sub-committee.

The fees for this year will be assessed only on the basis of the $5.00 per cubic foot storage fee, since
no new materials have been received from the various Committees and Agencies. It is the hope of the
Clerk to be able to gather the materials from the various Committees and Agencies during the Summer
and to transport these to the Archives in St. Louis. Transportation and processing fees for this will be
assessed next year.

The maintenance fees for this year arc as follows:

COA None
CE/P 51 cu.ft. $255
MNA 23 " 115
MTW 230 " " 1,150
Covenant College 2 10
Covenant Seminary 9 45
Ridge Haven 0 0
I1AR 0 0

See Attached Report of the Archives, prepared by Mr. Lee Larkin, Student Archivist. Attachment A.
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I11. Report on Particular Directives to the Stated Clerk by the General Assembly. The Assembly
gave the Clerk the following specific directives, which were handled as follows:

1

"That the General Assembly through its Stated Clerk express its appreciation to the staff of
Great Commissions Publications for their effective and efficient development of Sunday
School curriculum .. (M14GA, 14-67, IIl, 16, p. 146). A letter was sent to the Rev. Thomas
Patcte, of Great Commission Publications.

"That the Assembly through the offices of the Stated Clerk and CE/P urge local sessions and
presbyteries to utilize the continuing education and training programs offered by CE/P as an
attempt to minister to the needs of pastors and wives . . ." (M14GA, 14-67, Ill, 24, p. 147).
The Clerk has left this to the CE/P, since he has no regular way of communicating with the
Church at large, other than by way of the Messenger or direct mailings. If the Assembly
desires the office of the Stated Clerk to do more in this area, it will certainly be done.

"That Overture 5, p. 44 from Dclmarva be adopted as amended by the Committee of
Commissioners, to wit: add under the therefore clause, sixth line, after the phrase ‘shall
publish the study’ the words ‘when funds are available.”" This has to do with the gathering of
distinctive position papers of the PCA, and publishing them. The Clerk reports that the
preliminary gathering has been done, but that due to the lack of funds this year, the publishing
of this has not been done. The Clerk is of the opinion that this is a desirable thing to do, and
assumes that the Assembly will want it done when funds become available. Much, but not all,
of the material will appear in The Digest of the PCA Minutes.

"...That this, the 14th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, reaffirms our
church’s pro-life and anti-abortion stand, and that we communicate our position to the
President of the United States, the Supreme Court, and the United States Congress..." (14-85,
11, 2, p. 187). This assignment was carried out.

IV. Report on Constitutional votes sent down to Presbyteries:

1986-1987 VOTING ON BCO AMENDMENTS

Item 1: That BCO 45 be amended as follows:

"45-1

45-2

45-3

45-4

45-5

Any member of a court who had a right to vote on a question, and is not satisfied with the
action taken by that court, is entitled to have a dissent or protest recorded. Written notice of
such dissent or protest shall be filed with the clerk of the court no later than the end of the next
stated meeting of the court.

A dissent is a declaration on the part of one or more members of a minority, expressing a
different opinion from the majority in its action on any issue before the court, and may be
accompanied with the reasons on which it is founded.

A protest is a more solemn and formal declaration by members of a minority, bearing their

testimony against what they deem an improper or erroneous action on any issue before the
court, and is generally accompanied with the reasons on which it is founded.

If a protest or dissent be couched in temperate language, and be respectful to the court, it shall

be recorded; and the court may, if deemed necessary, put an answer to the dissent or protest on
the records along with it. Here the matter shall end, unless the parties obtain permission to
withdraw their dissent or protest absolutely, or for the sake of amendment.

None can join in dissent or protest against an action of any court except those who had a right

to vote in the case."

For 34 Against 3 Abstain

Item 2:

That BCOChapters 42 and 43 be amended as follows:
42-4 change "fifteen (15)" to "thirty (30)"
43-2 change "fifteen (15)" to "thirty (30)”
43-3 change "fifteen (15)" to "thirty (30)”

For 33 Against 4 Abstain

For 23

VOTINGON INVITATION TO THE OPC
Against 16 Abstain

See 15-25, p. 94 for text and Presbytery votes.



APPENDICES 231

ATTACHMENT A
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PCA ARCHIVES
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1 Services: The primary function of the PCA Historical Archives is to preserve and make
available for reference the official records of the denomination’s committees and agencies. To this end
the Archives has placed a priority on processing the COA’s records with volunteer help as it is available.
Other committee and agency records will begin being processed as soon as funds are forthcoming and
workers can be added to the staff. It is important that committee and agency staff members become
familiar with the guidelines for records management which were adopted by the 1984 General Assembly
and the assessment of fees which was adopted by the 1986 General Assembly.

The second major function of the archives is the administration of the Church History Program. To
date over 300 churches have responded to the program and their historical contributions to the
denomination are overwhelming. During the past year many church histories have been received and
numerous requests for assistance have been filled. Unfortunately, due to a shortage of funds and staff
personnel, our ability to respond to the needs of the denomination’s Church Historians and general public
has been diminished.

The third service function of the Archives is the processing and maintaining of personal collections
for research purposes. To this end the Archives has been continuing to process the J. Oliver Buswell
papers, the Max Bclz papers, the Peter Siam papers, the Gordon H. Clark papers, and the G. Aiken
Taylor papers. All of these collections, when available for researchers, will be an invaluable contribution
to the history of the PCA and significantly enhance our denominational records.

Over the course of the past year it has been encouraging to have students, from high school through
doctoral studies, and professionals using the research materials that are available in the archives. We
have enjoyed helping high school students do research on local church histories, M.A. and M.Div. and
D.Min. students from Covenant Theological Seminary utilizing the facilities for thesis and dissertation
research, and professionals researching information for publication. Public awareness of the Archives is
beginning to grow and it is exciting to watch.

2. Archives Personnel: The archives personnel roster has changed significantly over the course of
the past year due in large part to a lack of operating capital. Most notable are the absences of the former
Acting Director, Randy McGuire, who resigned in September after accepting a full-time teaching
position, and Administrative Secretary, Leona Steele, who resigned in July after accepting a full-time
church secretary position. At present the archives is staffed by one salaried Administrative/Church
History Secretary, Susan Starnes, and three part-time student workers. Those student workers include
Lee Larkin who, having some previous archival experience, has handled many of the Acting Director’s
responsibilities, Allen Calhoun who faithfully processes church histories and the G. Aiken Taylor papers,
and Thomas Schultz who is working on the final processing of the Gordon H. Clark papers.

Much remains to be done in the processing of the historical records and, until funds become
available to hire full-time personnel, the work will progress, but slowly.

3. Archives Volunteers: This year we have been privileged to have three exceptional women
donate their valuable time and energy to the Archives. Mrs. Florence Graham spends two days a week
processing COA records and the Max Belz papers. Mrs. Ruth Schauffele has diligently brought the J.
Oliver Buswell papers through the preliminary processing stage while her husband taught during the fall
semester at Covenant Theological Seminary. Mrs. LaVcme Rayburn, wife of former Covenant
Theological Seminary President Robert Rayburn, continues to methodically sort and prepare the Peter
Stam Collection for public access. We owe a great debt to these gracious women for their diligent work
and enthusiastic support.

4. Archives Committee: Dr. Joseph Hall, Chairman; Miss Lannae Graham, Secretary; Dr. George
Knight Il and Mr. Ligon Duncan, Jr. served as members of the Committee for the 1986-87 fiscal year.
The Committee met on two separate occasions, once in St. Louis on October 27, 1986 to discuss
budgeting plans for the Archives after the Acting Director, Randy McGuire, resigned, and once on
February 11, 1987, in a conference call to discuss preparations for COA and the General Assembly.

5. Publicity: In November 1986, the Archives had two brochures reprinted free of charge by Mr.
Ligon Duncan, Jr. The two brochures, the first entitled "PCA Historical Archives," provides a basic
introduction to the operations, services, and holdings of the Archives, and the second entitled "Writing
Church History," is a step-by-step guideline to assist Church Historians in writing their annual histories.
Along with these brochures the Archives has published a newsletter on two separate occasions aimed at
informing pastors, clerks of sessions, and Church Historians about the Archives. These newsletters were
also printed free of charge by Mr. Ligon Duncan, Jr., to whom the Archives is greatly indebted.
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6. Acquisitions: Because of a lack of funds, the Archives has not been in a position to carry out an
aggressive acquisitions program. We have, however, received a great deal of miscellaneous materials,
including journals, books, and assorted manuscripts from varied sources over the course of the last year.
Even in the face of diminished resources, every effort has been made to transport agency records to St.
Louis.

7. Operating Budget: Although the Committee on Administration and the General Assembly
approved the PCA Historical Archives budget of $73,237 for the 1986/1987 fiscal year, COA could only
guarantee $15,000 of that figure. The General Assembly also passed a processing and maintenance fee
that was to be assessed to each denominational agency. The assessment fees, totaling $12,425, when
added to COA’s guaranteed $15,000, gave the Archives a budget of $27,425. The Stated Clerk sent out
the assessments, but not all the agencies have responded. We have also received approximately $4,000

in designated gifts.

With such great reductions, the Acting Director was forced to seek employment elsewhere, and the
Archives has been severely limited in its ability to serve the denomination. The Archives sub-committee,
in line with the new fiscal situation, has vigorously taken two actions: first, it has greatly pared down our
expenses to meet the projected reduced income, and, secondly, it has taken action to raise funds from
interested parties and foundations.

The proposed budget for fiscal year 1987/1988 will total $74,986. This figure should total
approximately 0.5% of the denominational budget.
Respectfully submitted,

Lee A. Larkin
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An Example of How the Proposal for Delegated Assemblies Would Be Apportioned, Based on the 1985
Statistics and the Presbyteries as They Were at the Last General Assembly

Presbytery

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CENTRAL GEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE

GREAT LAKES

GULF COAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MID-AMERICA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTH TEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS

SOUTH TEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

Note: The last column includes the addition of the minimum two allotted to each Presbytery.

TEs

Churches

Additional

[

48

26
31

46

28

44

21

25

63
19

20

15

44
35

35
44
17
34

22

Total

132

Total GA Commissioners

%

Comm.
to GA

16
16
10
10
12
14
20
4
6
12
14
8
10

436
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APPENDIX B

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

June 20,1986

The Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church in America held a regular meeting on June 20,
1986 at the Holiday Inn Midtown, Philadelphia, PA.

The meeting was convened by the Vice-Chairman, TE William Fox at 2:40 p.m., and the meeting
was opened with a season of prayer.

A quorum was present.

The following members, staff and guests were present:

Members:

RE Wilson Barbee, Central Carolina TE William Fox, Gulf Coast

RE John T. Clark, Central Georgia TE William Henderson, Northeast
RE George Henning, Northeast TE John Hoogstratc, Pacific NW
RE Charles Lowry, Westminster TE Donald MacNair, Missouri
RE Randall Stone, Missouri TE Joseph Pipa, South Texas

RE W. Jack Williamson, SE Alabama

Consultants:

TE Phil Clark, MNA Coordinator TE Charles Dunahoo, CE Coordinator
TE Rodney King, Judicial Business TE Paul McKaughan, MTW Coordinator
Staff:

RE Earl Witmcr Brad McBraycr, COA

TE Morton Smith Jim Ostcnson, COA

Jack & Bette Spears, GA Rep.

Guests:
TE Vaughn Hathaway, Jr. RE Robert Liken
Arthur Matthews, PCA MESSENGER TE Dale Smith

BD-6/86-1 Moved and duly passed to approve as corrected the minutes of the December 7, 1985,
meeting of the Board of Directors. The following was omitted in the original set of
minutes:

BD-12/85-4.1 Moved and duly passed that the following people be approved as the first
seven trustees of the Investors Fund, with Taylor McGown being approved as
the Convenor of the meeting.

Taylor McGown TE Ex-banker Columbus, MS
Ray Jones RE Businessman Chestnut Mountain, GA
John Montgomery TE Ex-banker Atlanta, GA
Rod Whited TE Businessman Jacksonville, FL
Ralph Mittendorff TE Ex-banker Stuart, FL
Wallace Krohn RE Businessman Ft. McCoy, FL
Paul Anthony RE Businessman Pittsburgh, PA
(Note: There was no Board Meeting in March 1986 due to the lack of a quorum.)
BD-6/86-2 Moved and duly passed that the corporate minutes reflect the continuation of Rev. Robert

Auffarlh, 505 Woodlawn Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711 as the registered agent of
the corporation.
BD-6/86-3 Moved and duly passed to adopt the corporate resolution authorizing any one of the
corporate officers (Moderator, Stated Clerk, and Business Administrator-Treasurer) to
effect sales and transfers of securities for the corporation’s account (see Attachment A).
BD-6.86-4 Moved and duly passed to make the following recommendation to the 14th General
Assembly:



BD-6/86-5

BD 6/86-6

BD-6/86-7

BD-6/86-8

BD-6/86-9
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That the General Assembly accept the report of the Board of Directors that they
have completed their assignment by the 11th General Assembly (and continued by the
12th and 13lh Assemblies) "to establish guidelines for a working relationship and due
process between Covenant College and Covenant Theological Seminary and the courts of
the PCA (M11GA, 11-36, 11, 54, p. 101)." (See Attachments B & C).

Moved and duly passed to approve the "Guidelines for a Working Relationship and Due

Process between Covenant Theological Seminary and the courts of the Presbyterian

Church in America.”

Moved and duly passed to notify the Boards of Trustees of Covenant College and

Covenant Theological Seminary that Guideline No. 8 of the "Guidelines for a Working

Relationship ..." carries the intention of Guidelines Nos. 2 and 3.

Moved and duly passed to communicate the following recommendation by letter to the

Boards of Trustees of Covenant College and Covenant Theological Seminary:

That the "Guidelines for a Working Relationship and Due Process between Covenant
and the courts of the Preshyterian Church in America" be incorporated into the

Bylaws of Covenant _

Moved and duly passed to adopt resolutions authorizing Earl W. Witmer, D. B.

McBrayer and Laurel J. De Bert to sign checks and to have access to the corporate safe

deposit box. The resolutions also continue Earl W. Witmer as the designated corporate

officer to borrow funds for the corporation. (See Attachment D.).

Moved and duly passed to receive as information the reports on the Rutherford Institute

amicus brief and the recommended changes to the Bylaws of Covenant College.

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by TE William Fox at 3:40 p.m. The next meeting will be
in conjunction with the next COA meeting in September 1986.

Respectfully submitted,
TE William Fox, Chairman
TE Robert Reymond, Secretary
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Corporate Resolution Authorizing Sale
and/or Transfer of Securities
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ATTACHMENT A

Drexel Burnham Lambert
60 Broad Street

New York, N.Y. 1004
(212)480-6000

This resolution form authorizes designated
individuals by name or title to effect sales
and transfers for the corporation’s account.

Presbyterian Church in America

Attn: Earl Witmcr
P.O. Box 1428

Decatur, GA 30031

Acct. #05-03936-7-45

The above description explains
why this form is being
provided to or requested of
you. It is in no way a
complete summary of the
form. Please be sure that you
read the entire document
carefully.

Name of Assigning Officer

Name of Assigning Officer

I. (Name and Title of Certifying Officer)*
of

do hereby certify that the following is a true and complete copy of a resolution
duly adopted by the Board of Directors** of the said corporation at a meeting
duly called and held on the day of , 19 , at
which a quorum was

present and voting throughout:

Resolved, that any one two of the following officers, namely, the
President, any Vice President, Treasurer, or
be and hereby is are authorized and empowered to sell, assign, transfer

and/or deliver and and all stocks, bonds, evidences of interest and/or
indebtedness, rights and options to acquire the same, and all other securities,
corporate or otherwise, now or hereafter standing in the name of, or belonging to,
this Corporation in any capacity.

I further certify that said resolution is in full force and effectas of the date hereof
and that same does not conflict with the By-laws, and that

Title of Assigning Officer

and that
Title of Assigning Officer
of the Corporation
Date Signature of Individual as Appears in Line One*

(Corporate Seal)

*The certification must be made by the Secretary of the Corporation or a similar
officer having custody of the corporate records.

“*Resolutions passed by bodies other than the Board of Directors may under
some circumstances be acceptable. A resolution by any such other body, should,
however, be supported by evidence of the authority of such body to act in the
premises. Such evidence mightbe in the form of a certified copy of the By-laws
of the Corporation.

***The officer certifying to the resolution must be an officer other than the
officer assigning the securities.
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ATTACHMENT B

GUIDELINES FOR A WORKING RELATIONSHIP AND DUE PROCESS
BETWEEN COVENANT COLLEGE AND THE COURTS OF THE PCA

1. Inall cases involving administrative action against employees of Covenant College, the Board of
Trustees shall be the last resort for any appeal as it (the appeal) relates to the status of employment.

2. Incases involving dismissal of members of the PCA for doctrinal deviation or moral failure, it shall
be the duty of the Board of Trustees to notify the appropriate church court within the denomination
in order that the court bring charges if it so desires.

3. An employee who is a member of the PCA and is dismissed for moral or theological reasons may
appeal to a church court for the purpose of clearing his or her name of any moral or theological
charges. Ifsuch an appeal is successful, however, it will not automatically overturn the decision of
the Board of Trustees with respect to employment status.

4. An employee who is not a member of the PCA and is dismissed for moral or theological reasons has
no right to appeal beyond the Board of Trustees.

5. An employee who is dismissed for other than moral or theological reasons has no right to appeal
beyond the Board of Trustees.

6. Ifany court of the PCA feels that there are moral or theological issues which need to be dealt with
within the faculty or staff of Covenant College, it should proceed with judicial action in accordance
with the Book of Church Order and notify the President that such judicial action has been initiated.

7. If a church court below the level of General Assembly were to find an employee of Covenant
College and a member of the PCA guilty of moral or theological deviation, the college would
ordinarily either (a) terminate the employee’s relationship with the college, or (b) suspend the
employee pending the outcome of any appeal to a higher court.

8. If a recommendation came from the General Assembly to terminate an employee for moral or
theological reasons, then the college would have no alternative but to follow that directive.

- adopted by the Covenant College Board
of Trustees October 24,1985, and
amended March 21, 1986

ATTACHMENT C

GUIDELINES FOR A WORKING RELATIONSHIP AND DUE PROCESS
BETWEEN COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND THE
COURTS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

The Faculty Manual on pp. 3 and 4 outlines the procedure for dismissal of a professor. The
procedure specifies that an appeal can go all the way to the Board of Trustees, whose action in the case
shall be final. The guidelines which follow are intended to clarify how this procedure relates to the
interest and jurisdiction of the General Assembly of the PCA or some lower church court in such cases.

Guidelines

1 In all cases involving administrative action against employees of Covenant Theological
Seminary, the Board of Trustees shall be the last resort for any appeal as it (the appeal) relates to the
status of employment.

2. In cases involving dismissal of members of the PCA for doctrinal deviation or moral failure, it
shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to notify the appropriate church court within the denomination
in order that the court may bring charges if it so desires.

3. An employee who is a member of the PCA and is dismissed for moral or theological reasons
may appeal to a church court for the purpose of clearing his or her name of any moral or theological
charges. If such an appeal is successful, however, it will not automatically overturn the decision of the
Board of Trustees with respect to status of employment. The Board of Trustees retains the final authority
with respect to employment status.
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4. An employee who is not a member of the PCA and is dismissed for moral or theological reasons
has no right to appeal beyond the Board of Trustees, within the PCA.

5. An employee who is dismissed for other than moral or theological reasons has no right to appeal
beyond the Board of Trustees, within the PCA.

6. If any court of the PCA feels that there are moral or theological issues which need to be dealt
with within the faculty or staff of Covenant Theological Seminary, it should proceed with judicial action
in accordance with the Book of Church Order and notify the President of the Seminary that such judicial
action has been initiated.

7. If any church court below the level of General Assembly were to find an employee of Covenant
Theological Seminary and member of the PCA guilty of moral or theological deviation, the Seminary
would ordinarily either (a) terminate the employees’ relationship with the Seminary; or, (b) suspend the
employee pending the outcome of any appeal to a higher court.

8. If a recommendation came from the General Assembly to terminate an employee for moral or
theological reasons, then the Seminary would have no alternative but to follow that directive.

ATTACHMENT D

ORIGINAL ONLY REQUIRED BY BANK.
COPY(IES) FOR CORPORATE MINUTE BOOK
AND/OR FILE.

(FOR USE, ALSO, BY ASSOCIATIONS, CLUBS,
RELIGIOUS AND FRATERNAL ORGAN-
IZATIONS, ETC))

CORPORATE ACCOUNT
CERTIFIED COPY OF RESOLUTIONS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND CERTIFICATE PURSUANT THERETO
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Committee on Administration
Name of Corporation

4325 Memorial Drive, Suite N
Decatur, GA 30032 (p.0. Box 1428, Decatur, GA 30031)

1 THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY CERTIFY that | am the duly elected and qualified Secretary of the above named
Corporation; that the following is a true and correct copy of resolutions duly adopted by the Board of Directors of said Corporation
at a meeting duly held on the day of 19 .at which a quorum was present; and that such resolutions have not
been rescinded or modified and are now of full force and effect:

"Resolved, that National Bank of Georgia, Fulton County, Georgia, be, and it hereby is, designated a depository of said
Corporation, and that funds deposited to the account of said Corporation with said Bank may be withdrawn upon checks, drafts,
notes, or other orders for the payment of money signed by the

Business Administrator-Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Assistant Secretary
(Insert title(s) only of officer(s) and specify number and/or combination of signatures required)

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that any one of such officers is authorized to endorse all checks, drafts, notes, bills, certificates of
deposit, or other instruments payable to or owned or held by said Corporation for deposit in said account, or for collection or
discount by said Bank; and to accept drafts and other instruments payable at said Bank; and to waive protest of any check, draft,
note, bill, or other instrument made, drawn, or endorsed by or to the order of said Corporation

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Bank is hereby authorized and directed to accept and pay without further inquiry any
check, draft, note, or other order for the payment of money against said account bearing the signature(s) of (those) officer(s) hereby
authorized and empowered to sign such instruments(s) on behalfof said Corporation even though drawn, made, or endorsed to the
order of any officers) signing the same, or tendered by such officer(s) for cashing or in payment of his (their) individual
obligation(s), or for dep>osit to his (their) personal account(s), and said bank shall not be required or be under any obligation to
inquire as to the circumstances of the issue or use of any instrument signed in accordance with the foregoing resolution, or the
application or disposition of such instrument, or of the proceeds thereof.

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Administrator-Treasurer
(Insert title(s) only of officer(s) and specify number and/or combination of signatures required)

one signature required

of said Corporation be, and he (they) hereby is (are) authorized by, for, on behalf of, and in the name of said Corporation to:
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(a) Negotiate, procure, and execute loans from said Bank in any amounts(s) not exceeding the aggregate sum at any one time
outstanding of $60,000. (write "no limit" if applicable):

(b) Discount with said Bank commercial paper made, drawn, or endorsed in favor of said Corporation by or upon third
parties, without limit as to amount;

(c) Hypothecate or pledge with said Bank by appropriate instrument of conveyance such property, real or personal, tangible
or intangible, owned or held by said Corporation, as may be required by said Bank as and for collateral security to any liabilities of
said Corporation to said Bank

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Administrator-Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer,
(Insert title (s) only of officer (s) and specify number and/or combination of signatures required)

Assistant Secretary
of said Corporation be, and he (they) hereby is (are), authorized by, for, on behalf of, and in the name of said Corporation to execute
with said Bank its Rental Agreement fora Safe Deposit Box, and that any ONE of said officers is (are) hereby designated to have
access thereto.

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary shall certify to said Bank the names of the presently duly elected and qualified
officers of said Corporation and shall from time to time hereafter, as changes in the personnel of said officers are made, immediately
certify such changes to said Bank, and said Bank shall be fully protected in relying on such certifications of the Secretary shall be
indemnified and saved harmless from any claims, demands, expenses, losses, or damages resulting from, or growing out of,
honoring the signature of any officer so certified, or for refusing to honor any signature not so certified.

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolutions shall remain in full force and effect until written notice of their
amendment or rescission shall have been received by said Bank, and that receipt of such notice shall not affect any action taken by

said Bank prior thereto; and

"FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary be, and he hereby is, authorized and directed to certify to said Bank the
foregoing resolutions and that the provisions thereof are in conformity with the Charter and By-Laws of said Corporation.”

| FURTHER CERTIFY that there is no provision in the Charter or By-Laws of said Corporation limiting the power of the
Board of Directors to adopt the foregoing resolutions and that the same are in conformity with the provisions of said Charter and
By-Laws.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that the following are the names and official signatures of the present officers of said Corporation.

PRINT OR TYPE TITLE SIGNATURE

Moderator

Stated Clerk

Business Administrator/
Treasurer

Asst. Secy.
Asst. Treas.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of said Corporation.
This, the day of 19

(SEAL)
Secretary
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September 6,1986

The Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church in America held a regular meeting on September
6, 1986 at the Howard Johnsons Adanta Airport Hotel.

The meeting was convened by the Chairman, TE William Fox at 3:10 p.m. with prayer.

A quorum was present.

The following members, staff and guests were present:

Members:

TE Robert Auffarth, Delmarva RE Pete Austin, TN Valley

TE Lynn Downing, S. Florida RE Wilson Barbee, C. Carolina
TE William Fox, Gulf Coast RE George Henning, Northeast
TE John Hoogstrate, Pacific NW RE Robert Liken, Philadelphia
TE Donald MacNair, Missouri RE Robert Ranson, James River
TE Harold Patteson, Palmetto RE Thomas Savage, S. Texas

TE Robert Reymond, Uliana RE Anderson Smith, W. Carolina

RE Randall Stone, Missouri
Consultants:
RE Jim Hughes, IAR Director

Staff:

RE Earl Witmer, COA Coordinator GA Representatives:
Brad McBrayer, COA Gerald & Kay Sovereign
TE Morton Smith, Stated Clerk Jack & Bette Spears

James Ostenson, COA

Laurel De Bert, COA

Guests:

Arthur Matthews, PCA MESSENGER

The minutes of the June BOARD OF DIRECTORS Meeting were approved.

BD-9/86-1 Moved and duly passed that the 1987 National Year of Thanksgiving be seen as worthy
but that the matter would require action by the General Assembly.
BD-9/86-2 Moved and duly passed that the Stated Clerk be instructed to correct the Bylaws Article
V, Section 1 by deleting the word "agencies’. The word first appeared in the Bylaws in
the MINUTES OF THE 12th GENERAL ASSEMBLY and was the result of a
typographical error rather than any action by the Assembly to amend the Bylaws.
Future meeting dates are December 5-6, 1986, March 12-13, 1987, September 11-12, 1987 and
December 4-5,1987.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m. with prayer by TE Lynn Downing.

Respectfully submitted,
TE William Fox, Chairman
TE Robert Reymond, Secretary

March 19-21,1987

The Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church in America held a regular meeting on March 20,
1987 at the Howard Johnsons Atlanta Airport Hotel.

The meeting was convened by the Chairman, TE William Fox, at 12:40 p.m., with prayer.

A quorum was present.

The following members, staff and guests were present:

Members:

TE Robert Auffarth, Delmarva RE Pete Austin, TN Valley

TE William Fox, Gulf Coast RE Wilson Barbee, C. Carolina

TE William Henderson, Northeast RE Charles Lowry, Westminster
TE John Love, Calvary RE Robert Ranson, James River
TE Donald MacNair, Missouri RE Randall Stone, Missouri

TE Harold Patteson, Palmetto
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TE Rodney King, Judicial Business

Staff:

RE Earl Witmer, COA Coordinator GA Representatives:

TE Morton Smith, Stated Clerk Jack & Bette Spears

Laurel De Bert, COA Kenneth & Carolyn Kullmar

James Ostenson, COA

Guests:

Arthur Matthews, PCA MESSENGER

The minutes of the September 1986, BOARD OF DIRECTORS Meeting were approved.

BD-3/87-1

BD-3/87-2

BD-3/87-3

BD-3/87-4

Moved and duly passed that the Board of Directors of the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN AMERICA (A Corporation) ratify the actions of the Stated Clerk in executing a
warranty deed dated November 10, 1986, transferring title to the property of New
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia, from PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
AMERICA, MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES to NORTH GEORGIA
PRESBYTERY.

Moved and duly passed the adoption of the attached corporate resolution from Drexel
Burnham Lambert authorizing any one of the corporate officers to effect sales and
transfers of securities for the corporation’s account. (Attachment A)

Moved and duly passed that the corporate minutes reflect the continuation of Rev. Robert
Auffarth as the registered agent of the corporation in Delaware and 505 Woodlawn
Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711 as the address of the registered office of the
corporation in Delaware.

Moved and duly passed the adoption of the attached resolution authorizing the use of
facsimile signatures on checks and other documents relating to accounts held by the
corporation at the National Bank of Georgia. (Attachment B)

The next meeting will be in Grand Rapids on Friday, June 12, 1987.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:43 p.m. with prayer by RE Randall Stone.

Respectfully submitted,
TE William Fox, Chairman
TE Robert Reymond, Secretary
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Corporate Resolution Authorizing Sale
and/or Transfer of Securities
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ATTACHMENT A

Drexel Burnham Lambert
60 Broad Street

New York, N.Y. 1004
(212)480-6000

This resolution form authorizes designated
individuals by name or title to effect sales
and transfers for the corporation’s account.

Presbyterian Church in America

Attn: Earl Witmer
P.O. Box 1428

Decatur, GA 30031

AccL #05-03936-7-45

The above description explains
why this form is being
provided to or requested of
you. It is in no way a
complete summary of the
form. Please be sure that you
read the entire document
carefully.

Name of Assigning Officer

Name of Assigning Officer

1. (Name and Title of Certifying Officer)*
af

do hereby certify that the following is a true and complete copy of a resolution
duly adopted by the Board of Directors** of the said corporation at a meeting
duly called and held on the day of , 19 , at
which a quorum was

present and voting throughout:

Resolved, that any one two of the following officers, namely, the
President, any Vice President, Treasurer, or
be and hereby is are authorized and empowered to sell, assign, transfer

and/or deliver and and all stocks, bonds, evidences of interest and/or
indebtedness, rights and options to acquire the same, and all other securities,
corporate or otherwise, now or hereafter standing in the name of, or belonging to,
this Corporation in any capacity.

I further certify that said resolution is in full force and effect as of the date hereof
and that same does not conflict with the By-laws, and that

Title of Assigning Officer

Title of Assigning Officer

of the Corporation
Date Signature of Individual as Appears in Line One**

(Corporate Seal)

*The certification must be made by the Secretary of the Corporation or a similar
officer having custody of the corporate records.

+¢Resolutions passed by bodies other than the Board of Directors may under
some circumstances be acceptable. A resolution by any such other body, should,
however, be supported by evidence erf the authority of such body to act in the
premises. Such evidence might be in the form of a certified copy of the By-laws
of the Corporation.

***The officer certifying to the resolution must be an officer other than the
officer assigning the securities.
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ATTACHMENT B
Account Number: 482757

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
AUTHORIZING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES
ON ACCOUNTS WITH
THE NATIONAL BANK OF GEORGIA
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that |1 am the duly elected and qualified secretary of Presbyterian
Church in America a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of Georgia having its
principal place of business in Decatur, that | am the keeper of the official records and corporate seal of
said corporation; that the following is the true and correct copy of the resolution duly adopted by the
Board of Directors of said corporation at a meeting duly held on the 20th day of March, 1987, at which a
quorum was present; and that such resolution has not been subsequently rescinded or modified and is
now in full force and effect:

"RESOLVED: That The National Bank of Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia as a designated depository of this
corporation be and it is hereby requested, authorized and directed to honor all checks, drafts, or other
orders for the payment of money in this corporation’s name on its checking accounts (including those
drawn to the individual order of any person or persons whose names appear thereon as signor or signors
thereof) when bearing or purporting to bear the facsimile signature (s) of any one of the following:

Name Earl Witmer as
Treasurer

FURTHER RESOLVED: That said That National Bank of Georgia be and it hereby is authorized,
requested, and entitled to honor, accept, charge, cash and pay, without limit as to amount and with out
further inquiry all such checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money regardless of by whom or
by what means the actual or purported facsimile signature or signatures thereon may have been affixed
thereto, if such facsimile signature or signatures resemble the facsimile specimens from time to time filed
with The National Bank of Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia, by the secretary or other officer of this
corporation.

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the authority conferred by the foregoing resolution shall continue until
revoked by the Board of Directors of this corporation but said The National Bank of Georgia shall be
fully protected in acting on such authority and may conclusively assume that the persons from time to
time certified to it, under the seal of this corporation, are the persons actually occupying the aforesaid
offices and shall not be charged with any notice of the revocation of such authority or the removal of
such persons unless and until it shall have actually received a certificate, under seal of this corporation,
setting forth such revocation or removal.

FURTHER RESOLVED: that all previous authorizations for the signing and honoring of checks, drafts
or other orders of the payment of money drawn on The National Bank of Georgia by this corporation are
continued in full force and effect as amplified hereby until notice shall have been actually received by
The National Bank of Georgia, by certificate under seal of this corporation, setting forth such
termination, revocation or removal."

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of said corporation
this day of 19

.(Secretary)
(CORPORATE SEAL)
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ATTACHMENT C
Account Number: 482757

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
AUTHORIZING FACSIMILE SIGNATURES
ON ACCOUNTS WITH
THE NATIONAL BANK OF GEORGIA
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that | am the duly elected and qualified secretary of Presbyterian
Church in America a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of Georgia having its
principal place of business in Decatur, that | am the keeper of the official records and corporate seal of
said corporation; that the following is the true and correct copy of the resolution duly adopted by the
Board of Directors of said corporation at a meeting duly held on the 20th day of March, 1987, at which a
quorum was present; and that such resolution has not been subsequently rescinded or modified and is
now in full force and effect:

"RESOLVED: That The National Bank of Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia as a designated depository of this
corporation be and it is hereby requested, authorized and directed to honor all checks, drafts, or other
orders for the payment of money in this corporation’s name on its checking accounts (including those
drawn to the individual order of any person or persons whose names appear thereon as signor or signors
thereof) when bearing or purporting to bear the facsimile signature (s) of any one of the following:

Name D. B. McBrayer as
Accountant/DP Manager

FURTHER RESOLVED: That said That National Bank of Georgia be and it hereby is authorized,
requested, and entitled to honor, accept, charge, cash and pay, without limit as to amount and with out
further inquiry all such checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money regardless of by whom or
by what means the actual or purported facsimile signature or signatures thereon may have been affixed
thereto, if such facsimile signature or signatures resemble the facsimile specimens from time to time filed
with The National Bank of Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia, by the secretary or other officer of this
corporation.

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the authority conferred by the foregoing resolution shall continue until
revoked by the Board of Directors of this corporation but said The National Bank of Georgia shall be
fully protected in acting on such authority and may conclusively assume that the persons from time to
time certified to it, under the seal of this corporation, are the persons actually occupying the aforesaid
offices and shall not be charged with any notice of the revocation of such authority or the removal of
such persons unless and until it shall have actually received a certificate, under seal of this corporation,
setting forth such revocation or removal.

FURTHER RESOLVED: that all previous authorizations for the signing and honoring of checks, drafts
or other orders of the payment of money drawn on The National Bank of Georgia by this corporation are
continued in full force and effect as amplified hereby until notice shall have been actually received by
The National Bank of Georgia, by certificate under seal of this corporation, setting forth such
termination, revocation or removal.”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of said corporation
this day of 19

.(Secretary)
(CORPORATE SEAL)



APPENDICES 245

APPENDIX C

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION
REPORT TO THE 15th GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

l. Introduction
Because God is faithful to His church, His appointed servants, committeemen and staff who administer
the church’s business, this report is provided with gratitude to Him.

In recognition of and willing submission to God’s rule we acknowledge our accountability as his
stewards for orderly administration of the church. The purpose of COA has been to provide effective
policy oversight and efficient management of the church’s affairs. The regular meetings of the COA
have fulfilled the assigned rcsponsibiliues of the General Assembly through the unity of the spirit and the
bond of peace. This committee’s objective is to advance the stated purpose of the PCA. Having been
elected as representatives of the church, the committee seeks to serve by upholding and being true to the
scriptures, the reformed faith and obedient to the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.

As a permanent committee of the Assembly, COA is specifically charged to manage the business affairs
of the Preshyterian Church in America.

The staff of the Stated Clerk and Administration offices occupy space adjacent to other committees and
agencies of the General Assembly in Decatur, Georgia except for the Archives Office, which is housed in
the Oliver J. Buswell, Jr. Library, on the grounds of Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis,
Missouri. All aspects of the General Assembly’s ecclesiastical and corporate obligations are executed by
COA’s staff.

1. Meetings

The Committee on Administration met on June 20, 1986, preceding the 14th General Assembly in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Officers elected for the following year were TE William Fox, Chairman; TE
Donald MacNair, Vice-Chairman; TE Robert Reymond, Secretary. Subsequent regular meetings of COA
were called for on September 5-6, 1986; December 5-6,1986; and March 12-13,1987.

In compliance with the instructions given by the General Assembly regarding expenditures being limited
to current income (M13GA, 11-30, Ill, 35, 3, p. 83) the December 5-6,1986 meeting was postponed. An
action taken by COA in its September 5-6, 1986 meeting (FP-9/86-1) provided a guideline to the COA
Coordinator and committee/commission chairmen for postponing or canceling meetings when cash flow
is low to comply with the 1983 General Assembly directive. (See memorandum, November 22, 1986,
Attachment 2, COA March 19-21, 1987 Minutes.)

COA rescheduled the March 12-13 meeting to meet on March 19-21, 1987. The next regular stated
meeting is being called for on June 12, 1987 at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan. All Board of
Directors meetings were held in connection with COA meetings.

During the past year the following subcommittees were appointed to address the matters of business
before COA: Stated Clerk (SC), Administrative Planning (AP), Financial Planning (FP), Budget &
Minute Review (BR), Corporate/Legal (CL), Office Planning (OP), General Assembly Arrangements
(GA), and Service Projects (SP). (Minutes are referenced by abbreviations.)

An Ad-Hoc committee comprised of the chairmen of the sub-committees was formed by the COA
Chairman to serve as the Strategic And Long Term Planning And Coordinating Group. The focus of this
planning group is to review the overall direction of COA in regards to the purposes and needs defined by
GA, as follows:

1 Goal setting and strategic planning;

2 Identifying external and internal trends impacting on administration of the PCA;

3. Analyzing and evaluating proposed objectives and programs;

4.  Establishing specific operating objectives;

5 Selecting priorities for accomplishing strategic targets;
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6. Identifying potential program reductions or expansions; and, recommending objectives for
subcommittees in order to assure that GA’s instructions are followed.

The permanent and ad-hoc committees which met or will meet to fulfill the 14th General Assembly
assignments and whose support is provided by COA arc here: Inter-Church Relations, 1 meeting;
Judicial Business Committee, 2; Nominating Committee, 1; Review & Control of Presbyteries, 1; GA
Commission to Ascension Presbytery, 2; Ad-Interim on GA Structure, 3; Freemasonry, 3; Heroic
Measures, none; and Church/State, 1 by telephone conference call. Reports being presented to the 15th
General Assembly without any expense to COA are as follows: Nuclear Warfare, Paedo-Communion,
and Baptism.

HI. Assignments to COA from the 14th General Assembly

1 That the Church/State Study Committee report be mailed to each church with a final report from the
subcommittee to COA by February 15, 1987, including all questions, suggestions or objections
from churches and/or individuals, and that COA make appropriate answers to the various overtures
relating to the report submitting its recommendations to the 15th General Assembly. (M14GA, 14-
74, 111p.173, recommendation #55.) See COA recommendation #18 to 15th GA.

2. That the non-current records of COA be transferred to the Archives in accordance with M12GA, 12-
90, p. 184-187, recommendation 20 (M14GA, 14-74, 111, p. 174, recommendation 61.)

3. That the recommendation of the 12th GA (M12GA, p. 164, 12-90, Il 13) relating to a scries of
studies to justify the purchase of a building or land to suit the needs of the PCA General Assembly
offices be completed and presented to the 15th General Assembly. (M14GA 14-74, 1ll, p.171,
recommendation 16.)

4.  That the Ad-Hoc Salary Study committee of COA with the assignment of providing additional
guidelines for salaries of all levels of committee staffs along with initial personnel policy manual be
extended to the 15th General Assembly. (M13GA, 10-4, p.140, recommendation 39; M14GA, 14-74,
11, p. 172, recommendation 39, B.) . See Summary Actions taken by COA, Administrative
Planning, Item 4.

1V. Personnel

COA’s staff has been reduced by one full-time secretary. The office is now comprised of
Coordinator/Treasurer, Staff Counsel, Accountant/DP Manager, Administrative Assistant, and Financial
Secretary. COA added Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kullmar as a General Assembly Representative team. They
have been assigned to Alabama and Mississippi presbyteries and churches.

V. Summary of Actions Taken By the Board of Directors

1. Minutes of the Board of Directors meetings of June 20, 1986, September 6, 1986, and March 21,
1987 are being provided to the 15th GA Committee of Commissioners.

2. The actions of the Board of Directors generally pertained to authorization for check signing,
transferring property title, securities sale or transfer, and timely corporation filings with several
states.

3. The Stated Clerk was ".. . instructed to correct the bylaws article 5, section 1, by deleting the word
‘agencies”’. Note of explanation: The word "agencies" first appeared in the bylaws in the minutes
of the 12th General Assembly as a result of a typographical error rather than through any action of
the Assembly to amend the bylaws. (BD-9/86-2)

4. Notice: As of April 15, 1987 no litigation or notice of such action is pending against the
Presbyterian Church in America (A Corporation).

VI. Summary of Actions Taken by COA According to Subcommittees
A. Stated Clerk (SC)
1. Full consideration of adequate staffing needs for the GA Office of the Slated Clerk was given

in both the September, 1986 and March, 1987 meetings. In accommodating Dr. Morton
Smith’s request to divide his time between Greenville Theological Seminary and the Office of
the Stated Clerk for the General Assembly the committee approved, for a period of one (1)
year, a half-time employment arrangement (SC-3/87-1, 2, p. 3,4). The structuring of General
Assembly committee offices will continue to be a topic for discussion of the Ad-Interim
Committee on Restructuring.
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Performance evaluation called for by the 14th General Assembly was completed by the
committee. Adoption of a formal procedure for review and evaluation of the performance of
the Stated Clerk is anticipated to be in place by March 1988 (SC-3/87-6, p. 4).

Administrative Planning (AP)

1

Upon recommendation of the COA staff, a third General Assembly Representative was
appointed. RE Kenneth Kullmar, with his wife Carolyn, was appointed to call on the churches
in the Alabama presbyteries on behalf of the General Assembly committees and agencies (AP-
9/86-1, p. 3). Mr. Kullmar, a retired businessman, is an active elder in the Lake Osborne
Presbyterian Church, which he has frequently represented in the South Florida Presbytery.

The COA staff and General Assembly Representatives were asked to develop criteria for and
implementation of a Key Man concept in local churches whereby information regarding
ASKINGS, stewardship, Week of Prayer, and other services extended by COA could be
encouraged in the local church (AP-9/86-6, p. 4).

Having determined that RE Earl Witmer is properly fulfdling the task of Coordinator as
outlined in the Job Description of March 1983, the committee nominated him as Coordinator
of COA for another year (AP-3/87-4, p. 2). A proposed revision of the Job Description for the
Coordinator is to be presented by the September 1987 meeting of COA (AP-3/87-5, p. 2).

An Ad-Hoc Personnel Policy Committee comprised of staff representatives appointed by the
permanent committee Coordinators and the Director of the Foundation for the purpose of
developing recommended policies regarding salary scales, fringe benefits, job classifications,
performance reviews, employee handbooks, etc. relating to the employees below the level of
Coordinator was approved (AP-3/87-6, 7, p. 3). The Coordinator, with RE Donald McCoy,
was instructed to search for an experienced personnel policy person who can assist this Ad-
Hoc Personnel Policy Committee in its task.

A committee to study the issues of a News/Information Office e.g. philosophy, committee
oversight, job descriptions, and funding was formed (AP-3/87-8, p.3). The members are: TE
Donald J. MacNair, Chairman; TE Robert Auffarth; TE William Henderson; RE Robert
Ranson; TE Paul Setde. The committee met on April 14, 1987.

Frequent requests come to the COA office for ministerial salary scales by regions of the
country. COA approved mailing a confidential survey form to all churches requesting
information regarding ministerial salaries, etc., that will assist the COA staff in compiling
information by region, and by church size on ministerial compensation (AP-9/86"4, p. 4).

Financial Planning (FP)

1

COA Coordinator was instructed to implement an interim development campaign to raise
funds for the COA (FP-9/86-2, p. 5). COA records showed that 499 churches directly
supported COA and 486 churches did not support COA between July 1985 and June 1986. A
letter of appeal for financial support of COA went to all congregations of the PCA. COA
approved a policy to raise designated gifts for the support of the Archives (FP-9/86-3, p. 6).
The Stated Clerk sent a letter of appeal to all PCA churches for the benefit of the Archives.
The amount of $6,314.80 was received for that purpose.

A budget of $654,711 was approved by COA for fiscal year 1988 (FP-3/87-5, p. 5). COA’s
ASKINGS budget for FY 1988 is $595,709.

Due to concerns regarding future funding of COA, a request is given to the 15th General
Assembly to erect a study committee to develop alternative funding mechanisms for COA and
the Stated Clerk’s Office to be brought to the 16th General Assembly in June, 1988 (FP-3/87-
7, p. 5). The Financial Planning Subcommittee has been requested by COA to bring a
rationale for this request to its June 1987 meeting preceding the 15th General Assembly.

Budget & Minute Review (BR)

1

The Committee requested the COA Coordinator to develop a plan for the budget review
process. The plan was presented but no further action was taken by the Committee due to the
December meeting postponement (BR-9/86-2, p. 4).

Budgets of all the General Assembly committees and agencies were reviewed and approved
for presentation to the General Assembly (BR-3/87-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, p. 10, 11).
Following is a summary of budgets and GA ASKINGS with 1988 and 1987 per capita
requirements to meet the budgets.
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BUDGET ASKINGS 1988 1987
MTW $9,327,800 $9,148,900 $57.01 $56.48
SIMA 1,858,200 0 0 0
MNA 2,149,343 2,144,343 13.36 12.79
INVFD 188,200 0 0 0
COA 654,711 595,709 3.71 4.83
CE/P 1,258,653 1,246,153 7.77 7.35
CTS 1,846,615 1,071,000 6.67 6.80
cC 6,292,142 980,000 6.11 6.22
RH 311,055 253,055 1.58 1.157
PCAF 147,033 0 0 0
IAR 674,812 0 0 0
TOTALS $24,708,564 $15,439,160 *$96.21 $96.04

* this is based on a communicant membership of 160,470

COA is recommending that the GA instruct all committees and agencies to provide the total
compensation amount, including all benefits to Coordinators, Directors, Presidents and Stated
Clerk (BR-3/87-12, p. 11).

COA requests General Assembly to direct all committees, boards and agencies to develop
realistic budgets. The grounds for this request are (1) that all budgets and ASKINGS are
greatly inflated, (2) since Committees, Boards, and Agencies do not receive the ASKINGS
they must work on a smaller "actual" budget, and (3) the budget review process and
accountability to GA is minimized by the current traditional approach to budget development.

COA commended Mr. Floyd Simmons, Business Manager, Covenant Theological Seminary,
for his "New Budget Highlights" commentary on the proposed budget. COA suggests that all
committee and agencies consider using that format.

Corporate/Legal (CL)

1
2.

3.

COA supported IAR’s request to appoint its own auditor (CL-9/86-2A, p. 5).
COA requested the 15th GA to instruct all Agencies which are not a part of the

denominational corporation to amend their bylaws if necessary to require an annual audit of
the financial affairs of the agency by an auditing firm designated by the GA on
recommendation of the agency (CL-3/87-2, p. 5).

COA recommended an amendment to Article Il of the Bylaws of Presbyterian Church in
America (A Corporation) (CL-3/87-3, p. 5 - See attachment).

Office Planning (OP)

1

COA continues to develop financial feasibility studies regarding purchase or construction of a
facility to house the PCA Committees and Agencies (OP-9/86-1, 2, p. 2). Two Committees
and two Agencies are now seeking an additional 3500 square feet of floor space to adequately
house their anticipated expansion of staff needs. Space requirements now exceed 22,000
square feet.

COA authorized the Coordinator to approve leasing of new office space within the Executive
Square Office Park for those Committees and Agencies in need of expansionso long as the
lease terms do not extend past November 30,1989 (OP-3/87-1, p. 9).

COA staff was instructed to provide a complete report of space needs and feasibility studies to
the committee by May 15, 1987. The committee anticipates having a report approved at the
June 1987 COA meeting in Grand Rapids with recommendations to the 15th GA.

General Assembly Arrangements (GA)

1

2.

COA approved the continued policy of Committee/Agency presentations during GA’s evening
hours (GA-9/86-1, p. 6).

COA requested of the Slated Clerk that a specific docketed time for GA Committee/Agency
reports become the order of the day (GA-9/86-2, p. 6). COA approved the addition of item U
in the manual for General Assembly Arrangements as follows "the News Officer of the PCA,
the editor of the PCA Messenger shall inform the facilities chairman of space and equipment
needs of the General Assembly News Office and shall manage the gathering and dissemination
of the news of the General Assembly and related activities to the constituency of the PCA and
the public media (GA-9/86-5, p. 6). COA adopted the Third Draft of the Proposed Docket for
the 15th General Assembly (GA-3/87-1, p. 7). Temporary rule changes with respect to seating
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of commissioners, refreshment breaks, roll calls, and quorum were made for expediting the
work of the Assembly (GA-3/87-2, p. 7). These changes will be recommended to the 15th GA
by the Stated Clerk’s report in the opening session of the Assembly (GA-3/87-2, p. 7).

3. COA approved the expenses of members on Judicial Business who for financial reasons would
not otherwise be able to attend the General Assembly (GA-3/87-4, p. 8). This policy was
approved to be added to the Rules of Assembly Operations (GA-3/87-5, p. 8).

4. COA approved guidelines for worship services of the 15th General Assembly (GA-3/87-6, p.
8).

5. COA requests the 15lh GA to grant five (5) minutes to the Mr. Billy Melvin, Executive
Director of the National Association of Evangelicals, to bring greetings (GA-3/87-7, p. 8).

6. COA approved a total budget of $42,000 for the 15th General Assembly (GA-3/87-8, p. 8).

Service Projects (SP)

1  COA approved the development of a conference for PCA Business Administrators to be held
in Atlanta. The date for this one-day conference will be September 23, 1987. The location
has been set at Perimeter Presbyterian Church, Norcross, Georgia (SP-9/86-2, p. 7).

2. COA exercised its right to cancel the navel agreement with Lockspur, Inc. A new travel
service has been arranged through Bryan Tours, Inc. of Jackson, Mississippi for all COA
funded navel (SP-3/87-2, 3, p. 8).

3. COA has approved a connact with Nyncx to allow all PCA organizations the opportunity to
purchase computer equipment at a 21% discount (SP-3/87-5, p. 9).

4. A 1987 PCA Church Directory, including advertising to produce revenue thereby lowering the
cost of the Directory, has been approved.

Miscellaneous

1 The average per manper day costfor attending committee meetings in Atlanta during the past
six months was $275.This figure is offered to the 15th General Assembly as a guide for
determining the cost of Ad-Hoc or permanent committee meetings.

Recommendations

Rule changes carried over from the 14th GA
1. See 14-74, 11, 39A

2. See 14-52,62, p. 131

3. See 14-74, 111, 4

4. See 14-74,111, 6

Proposed temporary rules for Assembly Operations
Change the name of section XII to read "Conduct of Business.” Add to Rules for Assembly
Operations XII new section 12-1, 12-2, and 12-3, and renumber remaining sections.

12-1 Commissioners are to be seated in the Assembly with their respective presbyteries. All
commissioners are expected to be in their seats during the business sessions of the Assembly. A
recess is to be docketed for each session.

12-2 The roll of the Assembly may be called at the discretion of the Moderator. It shall ordinarily
be called approximately 15 minutes after each session of the Assembly has convened, or prior to the
first divided vote of the Assembly is taken, thus determining the number of voting commissioners
on the floor. The roll will be called by presbyteries in alphabetical order. The floor clerk or other
spokesman for the presbytery shall report on the number of teaching and ruling elders present, and
the number absent with excuse and the number absent without excuse. Only those seated in their
places are to be counted as present. Excuses from any particular session of the Assembly are to be
prc-filed by the commissioner with the presbytery floor clerk.

12-3 Ordinarily the Assembly votes by a show of hands. In the event that the issue is not clear, the
Assembly may be requested to vote by standing. In the event that the issue is still not clear, a
counted vote of the Assembly shall be taken. Counted votes of the Assembly will be taken by
calling the roll of the presbyteries in alphabetical order. The presbytery floor clerks or other
spokesman are to report the number favoring the motion, the number opposed and the number of
abstentions. The Moderator may, at his discretion, terminate the roll call when it is clear that the
issue has been determined, unless there is a request from any member of the Assembly that a full
count be taken. The Clerk is to record all full count votes in the Minutes.
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C. New Business for the 15th General Assembly

1

2.
3.

INOTE:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

That TE Morton Smith be nominated as Stated Clerk on a half time basis, effective July 1,
1987 for a period of one year.

That RE Earl Witmer be nominated as Coordinator of COA for another year.

That the 15th General Assembly erect a study committee to develop alternative funding
mechanisms for COA and the Stated Clerk’s Office to be brought to the 16th General
Assembly in June 1988.

At its meeting of 6/12/87, COA voted to rescind recommendation #3.]

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Mission to North America for FY 1988 of
$2,149,343 with a GA ASKINGS of $2,144,343.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of the PCA Foundation for FY 1988 of
$147,033.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of the Investor’s Fund for Building &
Development for FY 1988 of $188,200.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Ridge Haven Conference Center for FY
1988 of $311,055 with a GA ASKINGS of $253,055.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Covenant Theological Seminary for FY
1988 of S1,846,615 with a GA ASKINGS of $1,071,000.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Covenant College for FY 1988 of
$6,292,142 with GA ASKINGS of $980,000.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Christian Education & Publications for FY
1988 of $1,258,653 with a GA ASKINGS of $1,246,153.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Mission to the World for FY 1988 of
59,327,800 with GA ASKINGS of $9,148,900.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Servants in Missions Abroad (SIMA) for
FY 1988 of $1,858,200.

That the 15th GA approve the proposed budget of Insurance, Annuities & Relief for FY 1988
of $674,812.

That the total compensation, including all benefits of Coordinators, Directors and Presidents
and Stated Clerk be set forth in their respective budgets.

That the 15th GA direct all committees, boards and agencies to develop actual financial
budgets based not on a maximum amount to spend but on a realistic amount expected to be
spent; that GA approve spending of 5% above a realistic budget.

That the 15th GA instruct agencies not included in the denominational corporation (i.e. IAR,
PCA Foundation, Ridge Haven, Covenant College, Covenant Theological Seminary, and
Investor’s Fund) to amend their bylaws, if necessary, to require an annual audit of the
financial affairs of the agency by an auditing firm designated by the GA on recommendation
by the agency.

That Article 111 of the Bylaws of PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (A Corporation)
be amended to read:

ARTICLE Ill. OFFICERS.

Section 1. The officers of the Corporation shall be the Chairman of the Board and President,
the Secretary, the Treasurer, and such assistant secretaries and treasurers as may be deemed
desirable by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may elect assistant secretaries
and treasurers. In the event that the Secretary or the Treasurer is unable to act, the Board of
Directors shall be authorized to appoint a provisional Secretary or a provisional Treasurer to
serve until a regular Secretary or Treasurer may be elected by the next General Assembly.
Section 2. The Chairman of the Committee on Administration shall serve as Chairman of the
Board of Directors and as the President of the Corporation. The Chairman shall preside at all
meetings of the Board of Directors and shall appoint the members of all subcommittees of the
Board. He shall sign such instruments as may be required and shall perform such duties as
may be assigned by the Board of Directors or the members of the Corporation in General
Assembly.

Section 3. The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly shall serve as the Secretary of the
Corporation. The Secretary shall have such duties and responsibilities as set forth in the Bool:
of Church Order and the RULES OF ASSEMBLY OPERATION for the Stated Clerk. He
shall be immediately responsible to the Committee on Administration. The Secretary shall
prepare and forward all notices required by law or by these BYLAWS, and shall have general
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charge of the corporate books and records. He shall sign such instruments as may be required,

and perform the duties incident to the office of Secretary, and such duties as may be assigned

by the Board of Directors or the members of the Corporation in General Assembly.

Section 4. The Coordinator of the Committee on Administration shall serve as the Treasurer

of the Corporation. The Treasurer shall be the custodian of the funds and securities belonging

to the Corporation, and not otherwise designated to one of the three program Committees. He
shall receive, deposit and disburse such funds as directed by the General Assembly, including
any provisions set forth in the Book of Church Order. He shall keep an accurate account of
the finances of the Corporation, not only of the funds in his custody, but, by means of monthly
reports from the other Committees, of their funds also, on a uniform form, which he shall
provide. He shall prepare, or have prepared, such reports of the financial condition of the

Corporation as may be required, and, in general, perform all of the duties incident to the office

of Treasurer. He shall be bonded in an amount to be determined by the Committee on

Administration.

That the 15th GA adopt the Church/State Study Committee report with the amendment that the

tide of the section on civil disobedience be retitled "Propriety of the Christian’s Nonviolent

Disobedience to the Civil Magistrate in the Abortion Controversy."

That the Reverend Dr. Billy Melvin, Executive Director of the National Association of

Evangelicals be given five minutes to bring greetings to the 15lh GA.

That the 15th General Assembly amend its appointment of the editor of the Messenger as the

News Officer of Presbyterian Church in America [M14GA, p. 148, 14-67, IIl, 6] by not

designating a News Officer at this time, but that such designation be delayed until the

subcommittee of COA studying this matter reports its recommendation.

That the phrase in Section 5 of Article 1V, BYLAWS "which should be held at least quarterly"

be changed to: "which should be held as needed, but no less than twice a year."

That the 15th General Assembly adopt the attached resolution on humanism as part of the

COA supplemental report concerning the Church-State Report (see Attachment A).

That the 15th General Assembly adopt the attached resolution on textbook censorship as part

of the COA supplemental report concerning the Church-State Report (see Attachment B).

That the plan for distribution of undesignated gifts to the GA (see M11GA, p. 80, 11-30, IlI,

14) be continued for the FY 1988.

That a subscription donation for the 16th General Assembly be no more than $65 per

commissioner.

That the amendment to the Rules for Assembly operations XIV referred to COA by the 14th

GA (see M14GA, p. 80, 14-4, E and p. 131, 14-52,62) be denied.

That church sessions be encouraged to consider October 4, 11, 18, and 25, 1987 for special

emphasis on Biblical stewardship in each local PCA church.

That the 15th General Assembly set the period of January 4-11, 1988 as an Assembly-wide

Week of Prayer with TE Frank Barker, retiring Moderator as the National Chairman for the

PCA.

That the 15th General Assembly approve the purchase of 1852 Century Place, Adanta,

Georgia or a similar building to house General Assembly offices along with the following:

a. That the goal of ownership for the proposed building be in the name of the Presbyterian
Church in America (A Corporation)

b.  That the COA begin immediately to raise the funds to equal 25% of the purchase price
plus the additional $300,000 (approximately) needed to move the GA offices to the
proposed building

c. That COA be authorized to appoint real estate agent Ronald O ’Keefe, COA Coordinator
Earl Witmer, IAR Director James Hughes, RE Charles Lowry and TE William Fox to
negotiate all aspects of the purchase of the facility on behalf of the PCA

d. Thata capital fund campaign be authorized to raise the full purchase price of the facility
within a three-year period with progress to be reported at each subsequent GA until
completed.

That COA be given a place on the 15th GA docket on Monday afternoon to present a

combined proposal for IAR and COA to finance the proposed building purchase.

That the General Assembly adopt the memorandum "To: Coordinators” (June 9, 1987)

regarding procedural matters relating office consolidation and the purchase of the proposed

building (see Attachment C).

That the 15th General Assembly approve the COA audit for FY86.
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That the 15th General Assembly acknowledge with appreciation the work of the Ad Hoc
Salary Study Committee and instruct COA to form an Ad Hoc Personnel Policy Committee
consisting of staff representatives from the committees and agencies located in Atlanta to
make recommendations to the COA concerning salaries at all levels below coordinators along
with an initial personnel policy manual and that the Committee on Administration report
COA’s recommendations to the 16th GA. It is understood that any recommendations affecting
the staff of Insurance, Annuitites and Relief will be subject to approval by the Board of
Trustees of IAR.

That the 15th General Assembly approve the following additions to the FY88 COA budget:
$5,000 to establish a News/Information Office Study Subcommittee; $20,000 salary for a part-
time staff member; and $50,000 for the PCA Archives (to be spent only if designated funds
are available).

That the General Assembly approve and provide a budget for each new study or ad hoc
committee to be administered by COA.

Respectfully submitted
Earl Witmer, Coordinator



APPENDICES 253

ATTACHMENT A
RESOLUTION ON HUMANISM

W hereas, the authority of God is neglected or disavowed in wide reaches of modem life, both in official
atheistic nations that elevate the state as the ultimate source of human rights and duties, and also in the
Free World where naturalistic philosophies regard human beings as lords of truth and right; and
Whereas, any generation that flees accountability to God, ignores the supernatural, and obscures
transcendent truth and fixed values, invites poverty of spirit, ethical turmoil and civilizational chaos; and
Whereas, Humanism or Secular Humanism has penetrated leadership in public life in our own land,
especially in the political, mass media, and educational arenas, so that religion (except for Humanism) is
more and more regarded as irrelevant to national affairs and as of private significance only; and
Whereas, this secular outlook clashes with that of founders of the American republic who in the
Declaration of Independence emphasized that the Creator has endowed all mankind with inalienable
rights, in clear contrast with the contemporary priority for evolutionary theory in public schools and their
evasion and virtual exclusion of creation doctrine from the classroom; and

Whereas, a generation that is academically encouraged to view divine creation as myth and evolution as
fact cannot long escape the further illusion that human rights endowed by the Creator are likewise
mythical, thus accelerating the drift to personal relativism and social instability in contemporary life; and
W hereas, the Supreme Court decisions of 1962 and 1963 have engendered considerable confusion as to
the rights and privileges granted by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of
America with regard to prayer and other religious expression in public schools; and

W hereas, the same First Amendment to the Constitution which protects against the establishment of
religion also clearly states that government shall not prohibit the free exercise of religion.

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbyterian Church in America encourage its members and other
Christians to challenge the growing tendency of Humanists to dilute biblical principles in public life
while they promote Humanistic alternatives; and

Be it further resolved, that we call upon our people to work to reverse the de facto exclusion of
references to the Deity and Judeo-Christian values from public schools, which makes the government not
neutral to religion but antagonistic to it, and replaces the Judeo-Christian ethic with a religion of
humanism or Secular Humanism; and

Be it further resolved, that we pursue this reversal by Christian example and the penetration of secular
society, and by seeking appropriate legislative and/or judicial action; and

Be it further resolved, that we call upon our churches to emphasize the authority of the living God as
creator, preserver, and judge of the universe, and to articulate the significance of this for community,
national, and international life, as well as individual life; and

Be it further resolved, that we approve the principle of quality education and urge our members and
other Christians to become personally involved in public, private, or Christian school matters,
encouraging the restoration of theistic history and values in the curriculum so the Humanistic values will
not be taught exclusively; and

Be it further resolved, that we call our members and other Christians to involvement in political,
educational and media opportunities, and to exemplify in their lives and leadership the relevance of the
ethical principles of the Bible to the contemporary moral crisis.
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ATTACHMENT B
RESOLUTION ON TEXTBOOK CENSORSHIP

Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in America recognizes our debt of gratitude to our forebearers who
came to America seeking religious freedom; and

Whereas, Judeo-Christian values had a vital role in the founding of America, theformation of its
institutions, and the making of its national character; and

Whereas, Judeo-Christian values are the source and support of our rights and freedoms as evidenced in
the words of our Declaration of Independence that “all men are endowed by their Creator withcertain
inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;" and

Whereas, the U. S. Supreme Court requires neutrality of religion in the public schools, not forbidding the
teachings of religion’s role in history but forbidding the teaching of tenets of faith; and

Whereas, the Vitz Study completed for the U. S. Department of Education, which examined 90
textbooks used in 72 percent of the classes of our public schools (and corroborated by other researchers),
found the virtual total censorship of the existence, history, contributions, and current role of the Judeo-
Christian heritage from our textbooks; and

Whereas, the omission of references in textbooks to the existence, contributions, and current role of the
Judeo-Christian heritage in our society represents, according to the Vitz Study, "a systematic denial of
the history, heritage, beliefs, and values of a very large segment of the American People" having the
Judeo-Christian heritage; and, the elimination of these references from textbooks may contribute to the
hardening of fertile young minds to the receipt of the Gospel and may minimize to them their nation’s
religious heritage and their own religious commitment.

Be it therefore resolved, that the Presbyterian Church in America pray diligently for those who seek the
correction of the censored history of America’s development as presented in textbooks; and

Be it further resolved, that we urge all our members and other Christians to oppose censorship of the
Judeo-Christian heritage as a historical fact from our public school textbooks; and

Be it finally resolved, that we urge all our members and other Christians to encourage textbook selection
committees working with city, county, and state boards of education not to accept textbooks that have
censored the Judeo-Christian heritage.
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ATTACHMENT C

Revised Copy as of June 9,1987

TO: Coordinators

FROM: Charles Dunahoo

RE: Procedural Matters

Please read the following and see if | have represented our conclusions properly.

Procedures for things relating to office consolidation.

A.

There will be two levels of decision making regarding the consolidation of space, service and

funcuons.

1 Level One: A unanimous decision by all coordinators and agency "heads" located in the
Decatur offices. If these decisions impact the Conference Center, College and Seminary,
those agency "heads" will also be involved in the process.

2. Level Two: Partial consolidation of space, services and function will be handled in the
following manner: In any area in which the group considers consolidating space,
services of functions, any member has the right not to participate in such consolidation.
A decision not to participate would constitute grounds for non-participation, but would
not prohibit others who desire to consolidate in any given area from doing so.

These procedures will be reviewed and evaluated at the January 1988 Coordinator’s Meeting.

Goal.
A.
B.

3. A space planner will be used initially for a feasibility study and to make
recommendations for the above. Decisions will be made with those recommendations
either at level One or Level Two.

4.  Any CEO can bring before the entire group thoughts, suggestions and/or
recommendadons regarding space, services or funcuons. Levels One and/or Two will be
used in each case.

For the PCA to own the building and be managed by COA.

If A. is not possible immediately then IAR is asked to own the building for 12 months up to

five years and lease it to the PCA.

Immediate Situauon
It was agreed upon at the June 8, 1987 meedng of the coordinators that the following contingencies
must be met before proceeding with the purchase of a building.

A.

B.

That the cost of rent governed by each committee’s and agency’s 1987-88 budget is not to
exceed $12 per square foot.
That a safety net be established. This is an adequate reserve (at least $100,000) held by COA
as a conungency fund to cover the needed operadonal and debt retirement cash flow.
Examples:

(1) $100,000 available through MTW already approved

(2) Balloon loan, with payment of interest only

(3) Accounts receivable approval from IAR-allowing partial debt-retirement payments
That a down payment and moving cost fund of $1.2 million on $2.3 million purchase must be
donated. Any purchase price increase over $2.3 million increases the needed donadons.
That of the necessary down payment there must be at least one-half in cash up front and
commitments for the remainder within three (3) years.
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COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Budget FY 1988

86-87 86-87 87-88
Approved Projected Proposed
Coordinators Salary & Benefits 45,365 45,365 48,000
Total Salaries and Benefits 416,723 369,904 428,439
Office Supplies 9,400 2,669
Telephone 14,500 10,669 15,000
Computer Expense 7,700 737 7,000
Printing 21,300 23,084 25,000
Postage 6,000 7,269 9,000
Miscellaneous 9,300 5,294 5,500
Dues, Subscription, Publication 4,000 2,280 2,280
Equipment Rent/Maint. 2,000 3,893 4,000
Capital Expendi