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PART I

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND OFFICES

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Moderator

TE Frank M. Barker, Jr.
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243
Phone: 205-967-1634

Stated Clerk

TE Morton H. Smith
P.O Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

Treasurer

RE Earl Witmer
P.O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

OFFICES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENCIES

Coordinator of Administration

RE Earl Witmer
P.O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-4035

Coordinator for Christian Education and Publications

TE Charles H. Dunahoo
P.O. Box 39
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-6102

Coordinator for Mission to North America

TE J. Terry L. Gyger
P.O. Box 1703
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-5715

Coordinator for Mission to the World

TE Paul McKaughan
P.O. Box 1744
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-8345
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Director of Insurance, Annuities and Relief

RE James L. Hughes
P.O. Box 1430
Decatur, Georgia 30031
Phone: 404-292-7951

Director of the Presbyterian Church in America Foundation

Mr. John W.S. Hudson
4319 Memorial Drive, Suite A-2
Decatur, Georgia 30032
Phone: 404-296-9755

Director of Ridge Haven

RE Edward Robeson
P.O. Box 565
Rosman, North Carolina 28772
Phone: 704-862-3916

President Covenant College

RE Martin Essenburg
Covenant College
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350
Phone: 404-820-1560

President Covenant Theological Seminary

TE Paul Kooistra
12330 Conway Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141
Phone: 314-434-4044

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES AND
AGENCIES

I. PERMANENT COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

Teaching Elders: Ruling Elders:
Class of 1990
Wi illiam S. Henderson, Northeast Anderson Q. Smith, Western Carolina
11Burning Pines Drive Rt. | Box 3 Peachtree Hills
Ballston Spa, New York 12020 Murphy, North Carolina 28906

Harold R. Patteson, Palmetto
625 Wildwood Avenue
Columbia, South Carolina 29203

Class of 1989
Donald J. MacNair, Missouri Randall W Stone, Missouri
480 Brightspur Lane 1225 Brookside Drive
Ballwin. Missouri63011 Si. Louis, Missouri 63122



William A. Fox, GulfCoast, Chairman
Box 776
GulfBreeze, Florida 32561

Robert L. Reymond, Illiana
803 Rockhurst Dr.
Manchester, Missouri 63011

John P. Hoogstrate, Pacific Northwest
331 72nd Street
Everett, Washington 98203

John D. Love, Calvary
420 EastGeorgia
W oodruff, South Carolina 29388

DIRECTORY

Class of 1988

Class of 1987

Alternates

Wilson Barbee, Central Carolina
Box 192
Locust, North Carolina 28097

George A. Henning, Northeast
35 Boxwood Road
Bedford, New Hampshire 03102

Charles Lowry, Westminster
Lowry Hill Road
Bristol, Virginia 24201

Robert L. Liken, Philadelphia
505 Woodbrook Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

Members from the Program Committees

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Christian Education and Publications

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Mission to North America

Teaching Elder and Ruling Elder from Mission to the World

(The chairman or vice chairman of each Program Committee is to be included as one
of the two members from these Committees.)

COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Teaching Elders:

Don K Clements, New River
18 Simpson Avenue
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060

Morse UpDeGraff. Westminster
128 Meadowood Drive
Bristol. Tennessee 37620

John Ragland, Grace
204 Short Bay Street
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401

Kenneth Orr, Pacific
1125 North Cedar
Glendale, California 9 1207

Class of 1990

Class of 1989

Ruling Elders:

Michael Littlejohn, Eastern Carolina
6905 Oak Ridge Drive
Raleigh, North Carolina 27612

Bobby G. Blaylock, Louisiana
5314 Newell Street
Zachary, Louisiana70791

Mark Brink Covenant
2084 Cowden
Memphis, Tennessee 38104-7072
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Class of 1988
Paul Alexander, Evangel
1400 Evangel Dr.
Huntsville. Alabama 35805

Paul Settle, Calvary, Chairman
105 River Street
Greenville, South Carolina 29601

Class of 1987

Carl Smith, Central Florida
619 Hattaway Drive
Altamonte Springs, Florida 32701

Alternates

Glen A. McClung, Western Carolina
11 Captain’s Drive, Route 2
Candler, North Carolina 28715

Advisory Members

O H . Smith Ill, GulfCoast
1806E. Blount Street
Pensacola, Florida 32503

Thomas Savage, Texas
2704 Arbor
Bryan, Texas 77802

Arlen Dykstra, Missouri
2143 N. Balias Rd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Ralph Price. Calvary
4 Howell Road
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

Stanley D. Wells, Oklahoma
12815 West 118th Street
Overland Park, Kansas 66210

Director of Ridge Haven

President of Covenant College

President of Covenant Seminary

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

Teaching Elders

Class of 1990
R. Lynn Downing, Southern Florida
2049 7th Court South
Lake Worth, Florida 33461

John C. Pickett, Pacific Northwest
11602 20th Street Northeast
Lake Stevens, Washington 98258

Class of 1989
W. Wilson Benton, Jr., Missouri
1629 Mason Valley Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63131

Class of 1988
WayneC. Herring, Grace
116-A Hillcrest Road
Brookhaven. Mississippi 39601

Cortez Cooper. Pacific
3133 Ebano Drive
Walnut Creek, California 94598

Ruling Elders

Paul C. Anthony. Ascension
621 Water Dam Road
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 15317

Eugene K. Betts, Philadelphia
108 Rock Rose Lane
Radnor, PA 19087-3736

Robert Jenkins, Delmarva
The Rotunda Suite 2 18

711 W . 40th Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21211

Murdock Campbell, Gulf Coast
1720 E. Blount St.
Pensacola, Florida 32503

Gordon Shaw. Missouri
911Clayworth Drive
Ballwin, Missouri63011

Nicholas Barker, Tennessee Valley
1600 Fairy Dell Trail
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350
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Class of 1987

John B. Findlay, Jr., Gulf Coast
2198 Highway 297A
Cantonment, Florida 32533

Gerald Morgan, Southwest
4050 Nonchalant Circle
Colorado Springs,Colorado 80917

Alternates

Charles E.McGowan, Southeast Alabama
1126AppianWay
Dothan, Alabama36301

Robert Ransom, James River, Chairman
8624 Chippenham Road
Richmond, Virginia 23235

Charles McEwan, Evangel
2704 Vestavia Forest Place
Birmingham, Alabama35216

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD

Teaching Elders

Class of 1990
R. Laird Harris, Delmarva
9 Homewood Drive
W ilmington, Delaware 19803

Robert G. Rayburn. Missouri
947 Riverwood Place Drive
Florissant, Missouri 63031

Class of 1989
Harold E. Burkhart, Philadelphia
407 Cedar Hill Road
Ambler, Pennsylvania 19002

Robert F. Auffarth, Delmarva, Chairman
505 Woodlawn Avenue
Newark, Delaware 19711

Class of 1988
Nelson K. Malkus, Delmarva
R.D. 4, Box 187
Quarryville, Pennsylvania 17566

John W .P. Oliver, Central Georgia
642 Telfair Street
Augusta, Georgia 30901

Class of 1987
Donald Hoke, Tennessee Valley
604 Villa Crest Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923

Alternates

Thomas E. Ramsey, Pacific Northwest
10404 34th Southwest
Seattle, Washington 98146

Ruling Elders

L.B. Austin Ill, Tennessee Valley
c/o First Presbyterian Church

554 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga. Tennessee 37402

William J. Gordy, Southeast Alabama
c/o Trinity Presbyterian Church

1728 South Hull Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Gerald W . Sovereign, Gulf Coast
3992 Bay Pointe Drive
GulfBreeze, Florida 32561

Jack W. Barker, Missouri
317 Wildbrier Drive
Ballwin, Missouri 63011

Loyd Strickland, North Georgia
Crystal Farms
Chestnut Mountain, Georgia 30502

M .C. Culbertson, North Texas
3405 Colgate Ave.
Dallas, Texas 75225-4830

Nelson M. Kennedy, Ascension
R.D. #3, Box 173
Darlington, Pennsylvania 16115

J.L. Thompson Ill, Tennessee Valley
4525 Harding Road, Suite 105
Nashville, Tennessee 37205
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II. SPECIAL COMMITTEES

ASSEMBLY THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE

Teaching Elders:

Peter R. Doyle, Tennessee Valley
1421 Knox Valley Road
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

0. Palmer Robertson, Delmarva
1317 Chilton Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904

Douglas F. Kelly, Mississippi Valley
Reformed Theological Seminary
5422 Clinton Road

Jackson, Mississippi 39209

Paul Kooistra, Warrior
Covenant Theological Seminary
12330 Conway Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Class of 1989

Class of 1988

Class of 1987

Alternates

Ruling Elders

V. Stephen Overstreet, Great Lakes
6820 Hague Road
Indianapolis. Indiana 46256

Bruce Kitchen, Jr., Central Georgia
11 Summerville Lane
Augusta, Georgia 30909

John McNair, Grace
Route 2
Mt. Olive, Mississippi 30119

Thomas M. McCallie, Tennessee Valley

614 Sunset Road, West
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Teaching Elders

William J. Larkin, Jr. Palmetto
2705 Brinkley Lane
Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Leon F. Wardell, James River, Chairman

6110 Ivor Avenue
Norfolk, Virginia 23502

Thomas Cook, North Georgia
2125-B Fieldstone View Court
Conyers, Georgia 30208

Class of 1989

Class of 1988

Class of 1987

Ex-Officio

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolina, Stated Clerk

P.O.Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

. Great Lakes
12256 Conway Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63141

Alternates

Ruling Elders

Donald E. Boerema, Central Florida
5331 Selton Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32211

Jack D. Merry, Northeast
21 Helen Drive
Glens Falls, New York 12801

Elwood Woods, Northern Illinois
9718 Partridge Lane
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014

Leland L. Nichols, James River

Disputanta, Virginia 23842
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Teaching Elders

Vaughn E. Hathaway,Jr., Grace
P.O. Box 84
W aynesboro, Mississippi 39367-0084

Robert M. Ferguson, Pacific
4301 South Real Road
Bakersfield, California 93309

Paul Gilchrist, Tennessee Valley
107 Hardy Road
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37.750

Rodney King, Southwest, Chairman
5800 Windermere Court
Lithonia, Georgia 30058

David R. Dively, Great Lakes
112 E. Woodworth Street
Bad Axe, Michigan 48413

Class of 1990

Class of 1989

Class of 1988

Class of 1987

Alternates

Ruling Elders

Mark Belz, Missouri
429 Way
St. Louis, Missouri 63122

JohnG. Thompson, Westminster
614 Lazy Lane
Kingsport, Tennessee 37663

William Huffman, Central Carolina
1229 Ridgecrest Avenue
Burlington, North Carolina 27215

John Van Voorhis, Calvary
Route 7, Mt. Brook Trail
Greenville, SC 29609

Joseph D. Phelps, Southeast Alabama
3051 Hill Hedge Drive
Montgomery, Alabama 36111

I11. OTHER AGENCIES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
INSURANCE, ANNUITY, AND RELIEF FUNDS

Class of 1991

Ronald Horgan, Oklahoma
4205 Rankin Road
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

J. Edmund Johnston. Jr., Mississippi Valley
4226 Canterbury Court
Jackson, Mississippi 39211

Class of 1990

Douglas Haskew, Evangel
4854 Shady Waters Lane

Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Dale S. White, James River
5420 Glenhaven Cres.
Norfolk, Virginia 23508
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Class of 1989

Earle Morris, Jr.. Palmetto
1137 Baywater Drive
West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

Gordon W. Frost, Southern Florida
9311 NW 38th Place
Sunrise, Florida 33321

Class of 1988

Robert VanFleet, Central Florida
10468 SW 57th Terrace
Ocala, Florida 32674

James Shipley, Central Georgia, Chairman
613 Laeson Drive
Perry, Georgia 31069

Class of 1987

David Jussely, Mississippi Valley
55 Sharmont
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401

Louis Philhower, Central Georgia
2050 Upper River Road
Macon, Georgia 31211

Advisory Member
Earl Witmer, Coordinator of Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION

Class of 1990

G. Samuel Bartholomew, Western Carolina
2 Ashley Circle
Asheville, North Carolina 28805

John Albritton, Evangel, Chairman
PO Drawer 431
Montgomery, Alabama 36107

Class of 1989

Ross Bair, Southern Florida
9912 NW 15 Court
Coral Springs, Florida 33065

David S. Huggins. Jr., Tennessee Valley
942 Van Leer Drive
Nashville, Tennessee 37220

Class of 1988

Thomas Barnes, Southeast Alabama
P.O. Box 311
Opelika, Alabama 36801

Robert C. Eberst, Southern Florida
9715 SW 142 Drive
Miami, Florida 33176
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Class of 1987

T.K. Hart, Calvary
Rt. #2, Moore Lane

Greenville, South Carolina 29607

Vemon Cotten, Mississippi Valley

P.O. Box 594
Carthage, Mississippi 39051

Advisory Member

Earl Witmer. Coordinator of Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF RIDGE HAVEN

Teaching Elders
Class of 1991

George Long, Tennessee Valley
211 Watauga Lane
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Class of 1990

Gordon K. Reed, Central Georgia
Reformed Theological Seminary
5422 Clinton Road

Jackson, Mississippi 39209

Class of 1989

Edward T. Noe, Philadelphia
311 S. New Street
W estChester, Pennsylvania 19381

Class of 1988

Jayme S. Sickert, Calvary
807 Calvert Avenue
Clinton, South Carolina 29325

Henry Bishop
239 East Marion Avenue
Crystal Springs, Mississippi 39059

Class of 1987

Advisory Member

Ruling Elders

Rene Schmidt, Southern Florida
161 NW 36th Street
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309

Howard J. Hokrein, Central Georgia
Rt. 2, Box 330
Thomson, Georgia 30824

George F. Fox, Ascension
#2 Fox Road
Portersville. Pennsylvania 16051

RoyceC. W aites,Calvary,Chairman
P.O. Box 4871
Columbia. South Carolina 29240

Newton Brooks, Covenant
Summer: P.O. Box 565
Rosman, North Carolina 28772
Wi inter: 413 Main Street
Chattahoochee, Florida 32324

Charles H Dunahoo. Coordinator of Christian Education and Publications

Director

Edward Robeson
P.O. Box 565

Rosman. North Carolina 28772
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT COLLEGE

Teaching Elders

Wi illiam Barker, Western Carolina
P.0.Box 2330
Asheville. North Carolina 28802

Robert W. Bowman. Central Florida
1221 Trinity Woods Lane
Maitland, Florida 32751

Thomas G. Kay, Warrior
P.O. Box 246
Centreville. Alabama 35042

C. Al Lutz, Great Lakes
975 Charwood Drive
Lexington, Kentucky 40503-5029

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolina
P.O. Box 1428
Decatur, Georgia 30031

Allen Mawhinney. Pacific
304 Avenida Chapala
San Marcos, California 92069

J. Render Caines, Tennessee Valley
4919 Court Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37412

JamesJ. Conrad. Southern Florida
6986Trail Boulevard
Naples, Florida 33940

W. WayneCurlcs, Central Georgia
3317 Westgate Boulevard
Albany. Georgia 31707

J Gary Aitken, Palmetto
2641 North Beltline Boulevard
Columbia, South Carolina 29204

John M. MacGregor, North Georgia
651Bouldercrest Drive
Marietta, Georgia 30064

Class of 1990

Class of 1989

Class of 1988

Ruling Elders

Richard Chewning, North Texas, Chairman
P.O. Box 430
Hewitt, Texas 76643

HughO. Maclellan, Sr. Tennessee Valley
109 East Brow Road
Lookout Mountain. Tennessee 37350

Robert D. Gray, Delmarva
2415 Knowles Road
Wilmington, Delaware 19810

Wendell Graves, Orthodox Preshyterian
514 Kingbard
W aterloo, lowa 50701

Wi illiam McKay, Western Carolinas
RFD # 1, Box 474
Flat Rock, North Carolina 28731

Wi illiam H. Hall, Central Florida
1019 Sweetbriar Road
Orlando, Florida 32806

Herbert Crews, Calvary
| Sheraton Avenue
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

James E. Bus, Eastern Carolina
1207 Linton Court
Cary, North Carolina 27511

Graham Gutsche. Delmarva
500 Wilson Road
Annapolis. Maryland2140l

James K Day, Grace
P.O. Box 692
Brookhaven, Mississippi 39601
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Class of 1987

Stephen Leonard, Missouri
1429 Kentbrooke Dr.
Ballwin, Missouri 63021
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Myron Dunton, Oklahoma
4629 South Toledo
Tulsa, Oklahoma74135

Robert Heerdt, Philadelphia
600 Lindley Road
Glenside, Pennsylvania 19038

Clarence den Dulk, Orthodox Presbhyterian
2644 Slow Flight Dr.
Daytona Beach, Florida 32014

James Kaufmann, Evangel
11011 Vivian Drive (H)
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Joel Belz, Western Carolina
Box 3108
Asheville, North Carolina 28805

Robert Butterfield, Central Florida
2043 Siesta Lane
Orlando, Florida 32804

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Teaching Elders
Class of 1990

John E. Grauley, Central Georgia
134 Buford Place
Macon, Georgia 31201

Ruling Elders

Robert Morrison, Delmarva

208 N. Royal St.
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

ArthurC. Stoll, Northern Illinois
750 East Main Street
South Elgin, Illinois 60177

Herbert A. Hollender, Western Carolina
16 Walnut Court
Hendersonville, North Carolina 28739

Will Huisingh, Pacific Northwest
210Southwest 197th Place
Seattle, Washington 98166

Vernon Pierce, Central Florida
5220 Brittany Drive S
St. Petersburg, Florida 33715
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Class of 1989

Richard W. Tyson, Philadelphia W. Lee Troup, Ascension
1518 Manley Road, Apt. B-32 931 Shenango Road
W estChester, Pennsylvania 19382 Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania 15010

Richard H. Ellingsworth, Delmarva
2331 Old Court Road, Apt. 302
Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Robert F. Struck, Evangel
3533 Laurel View Lane
Birmingham, Alabama 35216

James B.Orders,Jr., Calvary
Box 3827
Greenville. South Carolina 29607

G. PaullJones, Jr., Central Georgia
P.O. Box 6497
Macon, Georgia 31213

Class of 1988

Charles B. Holliday. Ascension John E. Spencer, Evangel
141 Crescent Hills Road 3500 Mill Run Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15235 Birmingham, Alabama35223

John W. Buswell, Central Florida
6101 North Habana Avenue
Tampa, Florida33614

James D. Hatch, North Georgia
4421 D Creek Ford Drive
Duluth,Georgia 30136

Rodney D. Stortz. Missouri
2209 North Balias Road
St. Louis. Missouri 63131

Allen M. Baldwin, Great Lakes
1457 Ardmore, S.E.
Grand Rapids. Michigan 49507

Class of 1987

Bill Combs, South Texas Lanny Moore, Calvary, Chairman
5403 Timpani Dr. P.O. Box 6276
Friendswood, Texas 77546 Fort Myers, Florida 33911

J. Robert Fiol. James River

U.S. Naval Station

Keflavic, Box 41

F.P.O. New York. NY 09571-0341

Clark Breeding, North Texas
Box 12447
Dallas. Texas 75225-0447

Robert N. Taylor, Pacific
13721 Glenoaks Boulevard
Sylmar, California 91342

Wi illiam P. Thompson, Mississippi Valley
P.O. Box 290
YazooCity, Mississippi .39141
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IV. AD-INTERIM COMMITTEES

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY BAPTISM

TE Frank M. Barker, Jr., Evangel
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

TE Carl W. Bogue, Jr., Ascension, Chairman
591 Yager Road
Clinton, Ohio 44216

TE George W. Knight 111, Missouri
1417 Christine Drive
Des Peres, Missouri 63131

RE John Thompson, Westminster
614 Lazy Lane
Kingsport, Tennessee 37663

TE Paul Settle, Calvary
105 River Street
Greenville, South Carolina 29601

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY

15

Teaching Elders

FrankM. Barker, Jr., Evangel
3181 Dolly Ridge Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35243

Wi illiam Barker, Western Carolina
P.O. Box 2330
Asheville, North Carolina 28802

Paul Gilchrist, Tennessee Valley
107 Hardy Road
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350

Paul G. Settle, Calvary
3 lvy Trail
Greenville, South Carolina 29615

George W. Knight Ill, Missouri
1417 Christine Drive
Des Peres, Missouri 63131

Ruling Elders

W. Jack Williamson, Southeast Alabama
Chairman

Box 467

Greenville, Alabama 36037

RobertC. Cannada, Mississippi Valley
P.O.Box 22567
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Richard Chewning, North Texas
P.O. Box 430
Hewitt, Texas 76643

Bruce Ferg, Southwest
4809 E. 13th St.
Tucson, Arizona 85711

David F. Coffin, Delmarva
2809 Church Rd.
Mitchellville, Maryland 20716

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
TO STUDY FREE MASONRY

Teaching Elders

John M. Otis, Westminster
Rt. 1, Box 3
Coebum, Virginia 24203

Jack B. Scott, Mississippi Valley, Chairman

4793 Kenilworth Drive
Stone Mountain, Georgia 30083

Ruling Elders

John T. Clark, Central Georgia
2724 Ingleside Avenue
Macon, Georgia 31204

John Spencer, Evangel
3500 Mill Run Road
Birmingham, Alabama 35223
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AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
ON NUCLEAR WARFARE

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Robert B. Needham, CHC, USN, Pacific Kenneth L. Ryskamp, Southern Florida
9715 Dove Circle 10440 SW 53rd Avenue
Fountain Valley, California 92708 Miami, Florida 33156
Robert A. Milliken, Northeast David Coffin, Jr., Delmarva
65 Henry Avenue 2809 Church Road
Newburgh, New York 12550 Mitchellville, Maryland 20853
, Great Lakes, Chairman David Forslund, Southwest
12330 Conway Road 309 Aragon
St. Louis, Missouri 63141 Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

D. James Kennedy, Southern Florida
5555 N. Federal Highway
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33308

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
ON PAEDO COMMUNION

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Robert S. Rayburn, Pacific NW, Chairman Frank C. Horton, Mississippi Valley
818 South M Street 704 East Leake Street

Tacoma, Washington, 98405 Clinton, Mississippi 39056

Edmund P. Clowney, James River William Adams, Central Georgia
Trinity Presbyterian Church c/o First Presbyterian Church
P.O.Box 5102 682 Mulberry Street

Charlottesville, Virginia 22905 Macon, Georgia 31201

Robert L. Reymond, Illiana
803 Rockhurst Drive
Manchester, Missouri 63011

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE
TO STUDY DIACONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Timothy J. Keller, Philadelphia Mr. Frank Harder, Philadelphia
3006 Anzac Avenue c/o The Tenth Presbyterian Church
Roslyn, Pennsylvania 19001 1700 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103
Edmund P. Clowney, James River
1103 Cottonwood Road Mr. Hadley T. Mitchell, Tennessee Valley
Charlottesville, Virginia 22901 c/o East Ridge Presbyterian Church

4919 Court Street

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37412

James D. Hatch, North Georgia
4421 D Creek Ford Drive
Duluth, Georgia 30136

Frederick T. Marsh, Mississippi Valley, Chairman
204 Melrose
Jackson, Mississippi 39211

Jimmy Lyons, Evangel
1345 Navajo Trail
Alabaster, Alabama 35007



PART Il

JOURNAL
MINUTES— MONDAY AFTERNOON
June 23, 1986

First Session

14-1 Assembly Called to Order and Opening Worship.

The Fourteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America was
declared in session by RE Richard Chewning, moderator, at 12:30 p.m. on Monday,
June 23, 1986, in the auditorium of the Philadelphia Academy of Music, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. The Assembly moved first to the opening service of worship, under the
direction of Philadelphia Presbytery, according to the following order.

Prelude
A MIGNLY FOTIIESS oottt Praetorius
Jesus, Dearest Master .. Bach
We Now Implore Buxtehude

Mr. Marian D. Allen, Organist
The Westminster Brass
Call to Worship
‘The Doxology (page xvi in the Trinity Hymnal)
‘The Invocation (remain standing for the hymn)
‘Hymn 81
Scripture Reading

.. Ein’ feste Burg
.. TE Harold E. Burkhart
Pastor, Christ Reformed Presbyterian Church
Oreland, Pennsylvania
TE George W. Smith
Pastor, Calvary Presbyterian Church

Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
............................................................ RE Richard C. Chewning
1985 Moderator

The Presbyterian Church in America

Prayer ...

THE TENSION | SENSE/THE HOPE | HAVE

Prayer for the General Assembly
SHYMN D77 et h e St.Christopher
The Communion Service
MED ITATION et bbb bbb TE James M. Boice
Pastor, Tenth Presbyterian Church
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
PRAY BT ettt RE William H. Pascoe
Elder, Tenth Presbyterian Church

Distribution of the Elements
Scripture Reading During the DiStribUtion ... RE Manfred O. Garibotti

Clerk of Session, Tenth Presbyterian Church

Prayer
CHYMN BL0 ettt h e Morecambe
‘ Benediction
Postlude
HOINPIPE (W ALET IMUSIC) oottt Handel

Mr. Marian D. Allen, Organist
The Westminster Brass

‘Congregation standing
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

14-2 Enrollment, Quorum, and Roll.

Following a brief recess, the Assembly reconvened at 2:30 p.m. The stated clerk

reported a quorum present and the final roll of commissioners was as follows.

ASCENSION PRESBYTERY (All towns are Pennsylvania, except as indicated.)

City
Akron, OH

Beaver

Beaver Falls
Bovard

Butler
Carmichaels
Cumberland, MD
Darlington
Eighty Four
EllwoodCity

E. Liverpool, OH
Independence, OH
Industry
Johnstown
Ligonier
McKees Rock

Monroeville

Murrysville
N. Huntingdon
Pitcaim
Pittsburgh

Port Allegany
Upper St. Clair
Valencia

Volant

Wexford

Wi illiamsville, NY

Church Teaching Elder
Faith Carl Bogue
Peter Stazen
Chapel Steven Maker
Christ Larry' Elenbaum
Covenant Daniel Perrin
W estminster Warren West
Greene Valley Dale Welden
Faith Daniel Doriani
Darlington William Albany
View Crest Nick Protos
Berean Bruce Gardner

First Evangel
Westminster Ref.
Fairview Ref.

James Thompson
Stevan Homing
Richard Raines

Trinity David Karlberg

Pioneer Donald Remillard

Providence Arthur Broadwick
Daryl Davis

New Hope Bruce Mawhinney

Frank Moser
Charles Winkler

Sovereign Grace
Maranatha Ref.

Calvin JohnC. Taylor
PC of Pitcaim

First Ref. Charlie Holliday
Mission Chapel Kurt Lutjens

Grace Wi illiam Voorhis
South Hills Ref. Arnold Frank
Gospel Fellowship Bailey Cadman
Hillcrest Jerry Maguire
Covenant Robert Eickelberg
C ofthe Savior Michael A Rogers

Thomas Gregory
James Kobb
Lawrence Oldaker
Robert Peterson
James F. Snyder

CALVARY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Carolina.)

City

Abbeville
Anderson
Clemson
Conestee
Easley
Edgefield
Greenville

Church Teaching Elder
New Hope Charles Champion
New Covenant William Hyer
Clemson JohnQ. Hall
Reedy River Kenneth Gentry Jr.
Covenant Steve Bostrom
Edgefield Richard Lindsay
Calvary Victor Jones
Edwin McClurken
Mitchell Road Henry Hope
Second Paul Settle

Douglas Griffith

Ruling Elder

Robert Oldaker

JohnW. Miller
Robert Stuck

Nelson Kennedy
Kerry Black

JohnW . Todd

Robert Baudoux

John Wilson
Robert Ashbaugh

Arthur Harbison
Kenneth Meals
Robert Groves

Ruling Elder

Fred Lewis

John Evans
Ed Vaughn

John Van Voorhis
Ligon Duncan



Landrum
Laurens
Moore
Newberry
Reidville
Rock Hill

Roebuck
Simpsonville
Spartanburg
Travelers Rest
Woodruff
York

CENTRAL CAROLINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina.)

City

Belmont
Burlington
Charlotte

Denver
Lexington
Locust
Matthews

N. Belmont
Stanley

JOURNAL

Philadelphia Paul Nasekos
Friendship T. Mark Duncan
Center Point John Love
Smyrna J. Gaynor Phillips
Reidville David Frierson
Hopewell John Dodd

Shelton Sanford
Darrell Mclintyre

Westminster

Mt. Calvary David Alexander
Davenport Rd. John Campbell
Providence R. Grady Love
Travelers Rest James A. Wiest
Antioch

Filbert Wallace Tinsley
Temple Robert Berry

Thomas Cross
David Sinclair
Loren V. Watson

Church Teaching Elder

East Belmont Stephen Robinson

Northside

Freedom C. Eugene Craven
New Hope Wi lliam Osterhaus
Prosperity Stephen Stout
Lakeshore Dewey Murphy
Meadowview L. Kenneth Hash
Carolina Eulice D. Thomas

Christ Covenant Harry L. Reeder
Thomas F. Henry
Goshen Alfred Saleeby

Castanea Robert Wilcox

CENTRAL FLORIDA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida.)

City

Bradenton
Deland
Gainesville
Jacksonville

Lakeland
Maitland

Melbourne
North Port
Ocala
Orangewood
Orlando
Palm Harbor
Pinellas Park
Port Richey
Sarasota
Tampa
Venice

Church Teaching Elder
Hope Randall Greenwald
Immanuel David Boxerman
Faith Dale Linder
Northshore Thomas Ellis

Westminster
Covenant
Orangewood

Anthony R. Dallison

Charles Green
Thomas Myers

Carl Smith
Covenant Dan Hendley
First Thomas McClelland
Grace NeilGilmour
Pinewood
Sand Lake Wi lliam Colcasure
Community Kenneth Matlack
Grace Joe Easterling
River Ridge Al Barth

Covenant Life Andrew Phillips
Seminole John W. Buswell
Auburn Road Steve Wood

Robert McAbee

Bob Dowdle
James Hambright

Joe Hinson

Mack Carlton
JohnR. Anderson

Ruling Elder

Gene Parks

Mitchell Byers
Glenn Owen

Wi ilson J. Barbee
Mike Couch

Richard Sherrill

Ruling Elder

Bill Campbell
Charles Waldron

Chuck Black
John Bradshaw

JoelTraub
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Wauchula Faith
W inter Haven Covenant
W inter Park Immanuel

Albert Russell
Leonard Bullock

Thomas Sidebotham

Stephen Christian
Rodney Culbertson
Will Faires
Carlton Heil

R. C. Sproul
Russell Toms

CENTRAL GEORGIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Georgia.)

City Church
Albany Northgate
Augusta First
Columbus Westminster
Garden City Chapel in Gardens
Macon First
Vineville
Martinez W estminster
Perry Perry
Savannah Eastern Heights
Hull Memorial
Providence
Stateshoro Trinity
Thomson Thomson
Valdosta Westminster

Teaching Elder

W ayne Curies
John Oliver
Randy Q. Smith
Jim Campbell
Tommy Carr
Henry Schum
John Grauley

Wilson Smith
J. Archie Moore
James Shipley
Sam Martin, Jr.
James Barr
Scott Reiber
Roland Barnes

Ben Konopa

Howard Elems
John Forman

Ruling Elder

BruceG. Kitchen, Jr.
JohnT. Bailie, Jr.

James Cavanah
George Nottingham
JohnT. Clark
Jerome Strickland
D. K. Rean

Julian Davis

Wendell Conner

Harry Brodmann
W. Randall Hickman
Howard Hokrein
Robert Montague

COVENANT PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi, except as indicated.)

City Church
Carrollton Carrollton
Clarksdale First
Cleveland Covenant
Houston Houston
Indianola First
Jackson, TN Grace
Little Rock, AR Covenant
Marks Marks
Osceola, AR First
Oxford College Hill
Tupelo Lawndale

DELMARVA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in

City Church
Annapolis Evangelical
Arlington, VA Christ Church

Baltimore Abbott Memorial Ref.

Teaching Elder

Joe Grider
Thomas G. Kay
Michael J. Ahlberg
Timothy Starnes
Paul Honomichl
CarlBrannan.Jr.
Carl Chaplin

Robert Cannada, Jr.

Laurie V. Jones
Mike Sartelle
Alan Cochet
Tim Fortner

Phillip Hurt

C. Howard Oakley
Jimmy Turner
James Young

Ruling Elder

Howard Q. Davis, Jr.
Robert Bradsher

Arthur Rogers
J. B. Kelly

Maryland, except as indicated.)

Teaching Elder

Wi illiam Mahlow
James Hutchens
Robert Lynn

Ruling Elder

Albert Rode



Bel Air

Bowie

Dover, DE
Elkton

Ellicott City
Gainesville, VA

Germantown
Hancock
Hochessin, DE
Hyattsville
Lutherville
Manassas, VA
Martinsburg, VA
McLean, VA

New Castle, DE

Newark, DE

Pasadena
Reisterstown
Reston, VA
Springfield, VA
Timonium

Wilmington, DE

Woodbridge, VA

Aisquith
Evangelical
Faith Christian
Forest Park
Grace Ref.
Inverness

New Covenant
Reformed
Reformed
Evangelical
Chapelgate
Heritage

Shady Grove
Grace

Berea

Wallace Memorial

Valley
Cornerstone
Gainesville

Pilgrim
McLean

Bethany
Manor
Evangelical

Sevema Park

CovenantofGrace
Reston

Harvester
Timonium

Covenant
Faith
Grace Ref.

EASTERN CANADA PRESBYTERY

City

Dartmouth, NS
Kitchener, Ont.
Scarborough, Ont.
Unionville. Ont.

Church

Grace Ref.
Grace

Grace & Peace
First

JOURNAL

Thomas Graham
Thomas Nicholas
Craig Garriott

W alter Menges
Daniel Broadwater
Wi lliam Jones
Larry Wanaselja
Michael Coleman
Jonathan Seda

W alterGienapp
David Geib
Timothy Habbershon
John Lash

Garry Knaebel
Lynden Stewart

0. Palmer Robertson
Richard Holmes
Ronald Harding
Glenn MacNaughton
Robert Schoof
Philip Douglass
Harry Grimes
Stephen Smallman
Edward Satterfield
Ken Hines

Gustav Blomquist
Robert Auffarth
Calvin Frett

David Fidati

Tom Wenger

Glen Parkinson

Stephen Baldwin
Ronald L. Bossom
Ronald Standiford
K. Eric Perrin
Bruce Howes
James Brown
Daniel Osbhorne

George Bragdon
R. Laird Harris
Beryl Hubbard
Robert Louthan
Nelson Malkus
Harry Marshall
David Strumbeck

Teaching Elder

Donald Codling
Robert McPherson
Howard McPhee
Michael Goheen

Guenther Haas

LeRoy Taft
Allan Tibbels

David Coffin
James Thomas

Larry Straw
Thomas Dizer

Robert Morrison

James Haber
Richard F. Baker
William Moore
Richard Penner

Lester Kerns

Bayard Bendler

Scott McCann
William Metzger

Russell Doig

Lloyd Moore

Ruling Elder
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EASTERN CAROLINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina.)

City
Cary

Fremont
Goldsboro
Jacksonville
New Bern
Raleigh

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Church

Peace

W hite Oak
Antioch
Covenant
Village Chapel
Calvary

Teaching Elder

James Workman
Byron Curtis

J. Lewis Baker

Warren Thuston

EVANGEL PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Alabama.)

City

Anniston
Birmingham

Gadsden

Helena
Huntsville
Leeds
Russellville

Church

Faith
Altadena Valley
Briarwood

Covenant
Frontier
Third

First

Rainbow
Evangel
Westminster
Community
First

Teaching Elder

David Bryson

Frank Barker
Thomas R. Caradine
R. Thomas Cheely

William Hay

Richard Trucks
JoelL. Ellis
Langston Haygood

Steve Jussely
EdgarJohnson
Paul Alexander
Craig Childs
Joel Beezley

Jimmy Lyons
Taylor McGown
George Mitchell
Ingram Philips

GRACE PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi.)

City

Bay Springs
Biloxi
Brookhaven
Centreville
Collins
Columbia
Gulfport

Hattiesburg

Hazlehurst
Laurel
Liberty
Magee

Moss Point

Church

Bay Springs

First

Faith

Thomson Memorial
Collins

Columbia

First

Bay Street
First

Woodland
First
Covenant
Liberty
Magee
Sharon
Moss Point

Teaching Elder

Philip McRae

Wayne Herring
Richard L. Burguet
Stephen Rarig
Leonard Hendrix
Mike Craig

John Ragland
Lee Taylor

David Jussely
Daniel Thompson
W alter Shepard
Randall Richmond
George Crocker
Timothy Dye
Donald Hendricks

Ruling Elder

William Farmer

William H. Faires, Sr.
Donald Stark
Mike Littlejohn

Ruling Elder

JackTotherow
Michael Payne
John Gunn Sr.
Douglas Haskew
Crawford Nevins
Thomas F. Leopard
George K. Moss
Francis Hare
Roosevelt Rush

R. B. Hezlep, Jr.

Ben Camp
Robert King

Phil Anderson

Ruling Elder

Elvin Vestal
George Gulley
J. W. White

Wi illiam Woleben
Charles Holcomb
Charles Roberts
Frank Gardner
William Wicht
Bill Gates

G. Carey Hauenstein

Ray Little



Picayune
Prentiss
Taylorsville
Waynesboro

Woodville

First
Prentiss
First
Philadelphus
Waynesboro
First

GREAT LAKES PRESBYTERY

City

Bad Axe, MI
Cincinnati, OH

Cynthiana, KY
Fenton, MI
Grand Rapids, MI
Indianapolis, IN
Muncie, IN
Valparaiso, IN
Worthington, OH

Church

First

Ch of Covenant
Faith

Covenant
Tyrone Covenant
Christ Church
Grace
Westminster
Good Shepherd
Trinity

JOURNAL

Stanley Hartman
French Tripp
Raymond Hellings
Robert Hollingsworth
Vaughn Hathaway
Eugene C. Case

Michael Craig
Edward Jussely
William Stanway

Teaching Elder

David Dively

Mark Dalbey

Howard Hart

Stan Johnson

David Stockment
Paul E. Engle

David McKay

Petros Roukas
Corbett Heimburger
Robert Wildeman, Sr.

Addison P. Soltau

Ruling Elder

Thomas Stein

Don Moore
Jim Ruark

GULF COAST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida, except as indicated.)

City

Ft. Walton Beach
Gulf Breeze
Madison
Pensacola

Robertsdale, AL

Church

Westminster
Concord
Grace

Mcllwain Memorial

Northeast
Faith

Teaching Elder

Joseph Clark
William Fox

Donald C. Graham

Jack Waller
Raymond Fell

Amie Maves

ILLIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Illinois, except as indicated.)

City

Belleville
Coulterville
Edwardsville
Godfrey
Waterloo

Church

Immanuel
Grandcote Ref.
Covenant
Westminster
Concord

Teaching Elder

Thomas Jones
Thomas Waldecker
Jeff Rakes

Stephen Ford
Daniel Dermyer

Harold Stigers

JAMES RIVER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Virginia.)

City

Charlottesville

Chesapeake
Chester

Church
Trinity

Evangelical
Centralia

Teaching Elder

Joseph F. Ryan
Edmund P. Clowney
Jack Unangst

John Holmes

Ruling Elder

Gerald Sovereign

A. Julian Gibson
William M. Harris IV
Murdock M. Campbell

Ruling Elder
Clyde Komnegay

Glenn Baas

Ruling Elder
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Hampton
Hopewell
Midlothian
Norfolk
Petersburg
Richmond

Virginia Beach

Wi illiamsburg

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Calvary Ref.
New Bethel
West End

W. Hopewell
Sycamore
Calvary
Immanuel

Tabb Street

All Saints Ref.
Centralia

Stony Point Ref.
Eastminster
New Covenant
New Life
Grace Covenant

KOREAN EASTERN PRESBYTERY

City

Atlanta, GA
Baltimore, MD
Bridgeton, MO
Burke, VA
Columbus, GA
Flushing, NY
McLean, VA
Philadelphia, PA

St. Louis, MO
Vienna, VA
Woodside, NY

KOREAN SOUTHWEST PRESBYTERY

City

Cupertino, CA
Houston, TX
Orange, CA
San Jose, CA

San Leandro, CA
Sunnyvale, CA

Church

Korean Shingung
Central Korean
First Korean
Korean

Grain Wheat
Korean Canaan
McLean Korean
Emmanuel

Korean
Korean Central
Korean

Church

Korean Glory
Korean
Orange
Korean Peniel
Bethany
Eden Korean
Hosanna

Kerry Hurst
JamesC. Allen
E. Lee Trinkle

Lawrence Roff
Harry Long
Leon Wardell
Wi illiam Harrell
Michael Frazier
Howard Griffith

Frank Crane
Russell Flaxman
Joseph Mullen
Wallace Sherbon
Robert Hopper

Harold Borchert

Teaching Elder

Chung Il
Dae-Hoom Im
ChullChoo Yoon
Taek Yong Kim
Byong Pak

Yoo Anh

Sang Mook Kim
I. Henry Koh
ByungUkOh
Chong Wan Lee
Won Sang Lee
Samuel Park
Chi-Soon Park

Sang Ho Nam

Teaching Elder

Yang Dong Zoe
Edward S. Kim
David Kim

Ho Son Kyung
Jae Deok Jang
Kyung Lee
Young Shin

LOUISIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Louisiana.)

City

Kenner
Lafayette
Monroe
Oakdale
Ruston
Shreveport
Zachary

Church

Trinity
Covenant
Auburn Avenue
First

John Knox
Grace

Plains

Teaching Elder

Steven Bradford
James A. Meek
Darwin Jordan

Charles Rodriguez

Robert Bell
Eric McQuitty
Joe Gardner

Leland L. Nichols
Wi illiam Mitchell

William Adkins
Dale White

AlYancey
W alter Lastovica
Bob Ranson

John Ramirez

Ruling Elder

Chiwhan Kim

Eok-Soon Kim

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

James Davis
T. N. Samuel, Jr.



MISSISSIPPI VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Mississippi.)

City

Brandon
Carthage
Clinton
DeKalb
Forest
Jackson

Kosciusko
Louisville

Madison
Ridgeland
Rolling Fork
Vicksburg
Yazoo City

Church

Brandon
Carthage
Clinton
DeKalb
Covenant
Alta Woods

First

North Park
Trinity

W estminster
First
Covenant
First

First

Pear Orchard
Rolling Fork
W estminster
First

Second

JOURNAL

Teaching Elder

Robert Duhs
Daniel Gilchrist
Paul Zetterholm

C. DavidTrimmier
Joseph Wilkins
Donald Krafft

James M. Baird
Brister Ware

James Shull

Flowell Ware

John Reeves

James Fl. Barnes

Wi illiam H. Smith
Robert Schwanebeck
Steve Wallace
William W hitwer
Robert Hobson

Wi illiam Hughes

Ron Lively
Mark Lowry
Frederick Marsh
Donald Patterson
Jack Scott

MISSOURI PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Missouri.)

City
Ballwin

Columbia
Kansas City
St. Louis

Washington
W ebster Groves

Church

W estminster Ref.

Redeemer
Ascension
Covenant
Grace and Peace
Kirk of the Hills
Memorial
Murphy-Blair
Providence Ref.

NewPort
Old Orchard

Teaching Elder

S. Michael Preg
Melvin H. Farrar
Donald Jefferson
Lawrence Lunceford
Rodney Stortz

Wi ilson Benton
George Stulac

Henri Mort Whitman
David Winecoff
Eric Dye

James Routszong
Ronald Lutjens

Hubert Baker
Roger Hunt

JonK. Maas
Donald MacNair
Albert Moginot, Jr.
Robert G. Rayburn

Ruling Elder

W. B Hill, Sr.
Thomas Sanford
George Gillespie
James L. Moore
RobertC. Cannada
RobertG. Gillespie
Roy Lawrence
James Ford

Wi illiam Pleasant
Joe Fenwick

Henry Fair
JackC.Treloar
Robert E. Walker

Philip R. Ferriess
Bradford Stewart

Ruling Elder

Archer Hager

John Carran
Hal Kennedy
Wi illiam Dare

Terry Jones

John Hill

Mark Belz
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NEW JERSEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in New Jersey.)

City

Brick
CherTy Hill

Fairton
Lawrenceville
Middletown
Moorestown

Mt. Laurel
Princeton

Short Hills
Ventnor
Wi illiamstown

NEW RIVER PRESBYTERY (All towns are in

City

Barboursville
Blacksburg, VA
Charleston

Malden
Narrows, VA
Roanoke, VA
St. Albans

NORTH GEORGIA PRESBYTERY (All towns

City

Athens
Atlanta

Douglasville
Duluth
Fayetteville
Gainesville
Lithonia
Marietta
Norcross

Powder Springs

Smyrna
Stone Mountain
Tucker
Winder

Church

Calvary
Covenant

Fairfield
Evangelical
New Life
Village

Evangelical
Princeton

Covenant
Ventnor
Evangelical

Church

Providence Ref.
Grace Covenant
Faith

Rebecca Littlepage
Kanawha Salines
Valley

W estminster
Covenant

Church

Faith

Emmanuel
Westminster
Harvester

Bethel

Covenant
Westminster
Wee Kirk

Christ

Perimeter Church

Midway

Smyrna

Grace

W estminster Japan.
New Life

Teaching Elder

Craig DiBenedictis
Donald Stam
Don Long

F. Allan Story, Jr.
James Midberry
Peter Vaughn
Albert Hitchcock
Glenn Marshall
John Stringer
Gary Englestad
Ken Smith

W orth Carson
Michael Conord
Elwin Jewell

Roy Wescher

ByungDoKim
Scott Murphy
James A. Smith

Ruling Elder

Richard Springer
Bill Bonner
Donald Price
Charles D. Weber
Philip Edelmayer
Dennis Lytle

Andrews Grinstead 11
David Morrell

West Virginia, except as indicated.)

Teaching Elder

Donald H. Post
Don Clements

Michael Hall
Thomas Fortney
JohnGess

Lonnie W. Barnes
Rod Mays

are in Georgia.)
Teaching Elder

Terry Mercer
Clifford Brewton
John Montgomery
Donald Mountan
James Fletcher
Richard Hunt
Leon Lovett

Allen M. Baker
Randy Pope
Bob Bums
Terry Gyger
James Hatch

W alter Wood
Bob Cargo
Todd Allen
Donald Ward

Charles DeBardeleben

Tsuneyashi Takeda
Warren Gardner

Ruling Elder
Virgil Roberts
James Jarvis

Robert Kresge
Paul Harris

Ruling Elder

Harry Folwell

Eugene Hayes
Simon J. Richter
Carl Wilhelm

Ross Jerguson
Thomas Nolen



W oodstock

JOURNAL

Cherokee James T. Lester

Richard Aeschliman
Charles Dunahoo
Dan Kim

CecilioN. LaJara
Dwight Linton

John Parrish
Kennedy Smartt
Henry Thigpen

Ben Wilkinson
James Young

NORTH TEXAS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Texas.)

City

Colleyville
Dallas

Gainesville
Gordonville
Paris
Richardson
Rowlett
Tyler
Waco

Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder
Colleyville Dale Smith

Casa Linda M. C. Culbertson
John Knox Charles Cobb Ray Sanders

W estminster Kyle Thurman

Sherwood Shores JohnE. Engle
Faith Howard Kelley

Town North David Clelland Clark Breeding
First Seth Skolnitsky

Fifth Street SamCappel Lamar Wilkinson
Grace Richard Chewning

Charlie Morrison
George Soltau

NORTHEAST PRESBYTERY (All towns arc in New York, except as indicated.)

City

Ballston Spa
Binghamton
Braintree, MA
Coventry, CT
Flushing
Laconia, NH
Lincolndale

Manchester, CT
New York

Rock Tavern

W. Springfield, MA

Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Wi illiamS. Henderson
W. Thomas Farr

Hope Church
CovenantofGrace

Grace Curtis Lovelace

PC of Coventry Brad Evans Richard Osgood
Covenant Stanley Kwong

Grace Rodney Collins

Affirmation Frank J. Smith Karl Neubeck

Frank E. Smith
Richard Mack Gray
James Pickett

John Vance

Alfred LaValley

Pres Church
Manhattan
W estminster

W. SpringfieldCov David Ehle

David Currence
Robert Edmiston
Samuel Ling

Elmer B. Smick

NORTHERN ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Illinois, except as indicated.)

City

Elgin
Hammond, IN
Naperville

Church Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Westminster Fred J. Muse
Covenant

Naperville

Charles Holliday
E. Crowell Cooley
Edward Powers

Paul Taylor
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OKLAHOMA PRESBYTERY (All (owns are in Oklahoma, except as indicated.)

City Church

Teaching Elder

Bob Dunn

PACIFIC PRESBYTERY (All towns are in California.)

City Church

Agoura Calabasas
Bakersfield CovenantCom.
Crestline Covenant Flwship
Glendale Calvary
Sepulveda Valley

Union City Community

Walnut Creek ChristCom.

Teaching Elder

James Singleton
Robert M. Ferguson
William lverson
Kenneth On

David Brown
Cortez Cooper

Donald Aven

J. Philip Clark
Phil Foxwell
WonDae Lee
Paul McKaughan

Ruling Elder

Ruling Elder

Robert Taylor
Gregory Mott

PACIFIC NORTHWEST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Washington, except as indicated.)

City Church
Bellevue Bellewood
Calgary, AB Covenant Evangel
Everett Westminster
Seattle Hillcrest

Green Lake
Tacoma Faith

Teaching Elder

Wi lliam McColley
Evan Bottomley
John Hoogstrate
Thomas Ramsay
Mack F. Harrell
Robert A. Bonner
Robert Rayburn

PALMETTO PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Carolina.)

City Church
Aiken Grace
New Covenant
Blair Salem
Charleston Church Creek Ref.
Cheraw Faith
Chester Trinity
Columbia Covenant
Eau Claire
Northeast
Rose Hill
Dillon First
Hilton Head Hilton Head
Irmo St. Andrews
Kingstree Bethel & Mouzon
Central
Kingstree
Lexington Lexington
Manning New Covenant

Mullins Mullins
Myrtle Beach Faith

Teaching Elder

James Moss
Daniel E. Deaton
Richard Hodges
Gerald Malkus
Robert Fitler
John Tinsley

J. Gary Aitken

Harold R. Patteson

Craig Wilkes
John Bumgardner
Bruce Finn
Whaley S. Barton
Paul Hill

David Rountree
Joseph Sullivan
Joseph Novenson
W. Bamell Heyward, Jr.
George Ganey. Jr.
Arthur Scott

Ruling Elder

Robert Rogland

Ruling Elder

Wesley Pontier
Claude Vernon

James Durig
Henry Knight
JohnG. Farmer. Sr
RoyceG. Waites
John M Goodman
George Moore

Lloyd Higbe

William Maxim



Sumter

Van Wyck
W hite Rock
W innsboro

W estminster
Trinity

Faith

Union Memorial

JOURNAL

John Ropp
Paul Fowler
Bruce E. Davis
James M. Hope

LeRoy H. Ferguson IlI

Hugh Powlison
Jack Spears

PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Pennsylvania.)

City

Abington
Allentown
Boothwyn
Camp Hill
Cochranville
Doylestown

Ephrata
Glen Mills
Havertown

Holland
Lancaster
Lansdale

Levittown
Media
Norristown
Oreland
Philadelphia

Quarryville
Solebury
Upper Darby

Villanova
W estChester

West Grove
Willow Grove

York

Church

Covenant

Lehigh Valley
Reformed

New Covenant Fel
Faggs Manor
Christ Church

Reformed
Covenant
Beechwood
Berith

Faith

W estminster
Covenant
Lansdale
Evangelical
Calvary Ref.
Christ

Christ Ref.
Korean United

S Philadelphia Ref.

Tenth

Faith Ref.
Hope
J R. Miller Mem

Faith
Immanuel
Reformed
Gethsemane
Calvary

Korean Saints
Providence

Teaching Elder

Erwin Morrison
Donald Stone
Robert Herrmann
John Woll

Charles Cummings
John DeBardeleben

Stephen P. Beck
Harold Hight
Paul L. Karlberg
Stuart Sacks
Timothy Witmer
Robert Roane
Keith Peck
David Brewer
John P. Clark, Sr.
Eugene Potoka
Emest Breen
Jim Bordwine
Harold Burkhart
Taek Kwon Lim
In Whan Kim
Paul Kreamer
James Boice
Glenn McDowell
Linward Crowe
John P. MacRae
James O'Connor

Robert Rapp
Richard Tyson
Edward Noe
Christopher Tindall
George Smith

Carl Derk
SungKyunNa

Don Waltermyer

Robert Ackley
Charles Casolare
lain Crichton

G. Howell Gerow
Wi illiam Hogan
Wi lliam Johnson
Christian Keidel
Timothy Keller
Thomas Patete
Takashi Uehara
Kyu Myeong Whang

Ruling Elder

George Harris
John Harley
Richard Leake

Harry Davis
Len Buckman
W. H. Haberem
Clark Bearinger
James Register

Bob Liken

William Liegel
Michael Andrews
James Albany

Walter F. Zumbach
SangJun Lee

Holman Jenkins
Manfred Garibotti
Carroll Wynne
Willard Lutz

Wi illiam Esbiomson
Leo Karlberg

Thomas Albrecht

Booth Yamall
David Lachman
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SIOUXLANDS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in South Dakota, except as indicated.)

City

Ackley, 1A
Chancellor
Hinckley, MN
Lemmon
Lennox
Lincoln, NE
Pollock
Walker, 1A

SOUTH TEXAS PRESBYTERY (All towns are

City

Austin
Beaumont
Harlingen
Houston

Spring

Sugar Land

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA PRESBYTERY (All

City

Auburn
Clayton
Clio
Dothan

Enterprise
Eufaula
Florala
Greenville
Hayneville
Montgomery

Opelika
Ozark
Prattville
Troy

Church

Faith
Germantown
First

Reformed
Lennox Ebenezer
Covenant
Pollock

Bible

Church

P. ChofHills
Covenant
Covenant
Covenant

Cypress Lake
Spring Cypress
Providence

Church

Covenant
Clayton
Pea River
First

First
Friendship
First

First
Hayneville
Eastwood
Faith

First
Trinity

Trinity
Ozark
First
First

Teaching Elder

Timothy Diehl
Stan Sundberg
Sidney Cathey
Jim Shannon
Dennis Eide
Marlin Wismer
Floyd Haan
Kent Seldal

Stanley Peters

in Texas.)
Teaching Elder

Frank Boswell
William Willisford
Terry Traylor
Joseph Pipa

Bill Fitzhenry
Michael Groves
Kent Hinkson
Alan McCall

towns are in Alabama.)
Teaching Elder

Gary Spooner
John McArthur
Randy Kimbrough

G. Michael Saunders Sr.

Joseph Harrell

L. MiltonCutchen
Wi illiam Mason
Aaron Fleming
Steve Jakes
Edward Johnson
Robert Ostenson
Curtis McDaniel

Thomas Barnes
Randall Yelverton
Henry Lewis Smith
Bill Dever

William B. Gresham, Jr.

SOUTHERN FLORIDA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Florida )

City

Boca Raton
Coral Gables

Church

Spanish River
Granada

Teaching Elder

David Nicholas
Terry Johnson
Danny Levi

Ruling Elder

Robert Steadman

Andrew Belz

Ruling Elder

Omer Wilson

Dennis Mehall

Ruling Elder

Sam Hall
Richmond McClintock

Rupert Greene
Jack Williamson

Tommy James
John Baxley
John Wright
Roy Gamble, Jr.
John Albritton
Wi illiam Gordy
Steve Fox

Irving Wicker

Ruling Elder

Jim High

Wi illiam Swain
Earle Calvin
Robert Eberst



Coral Springs
Ft. Lauderdale

Ft. Myers
Hollywood
Jupiter
Lake Worth
Miami

Pompano
Stuart
W. Palm Beach

SOUTHWEST PRESBYTERY (All towns are in

City

Alamogordo, NM
Albuquerque, NM
Colorado Sprs, CO

Gilbert

Under, WY

U s Cruces, NM
Phoenix
Prescott

Sun City West
Tucson

TENNESSEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Tennessee, except

City

Chattanooga

Dalton, GA
Harriman
Knoxville

First
Calvary
Coral Ridge

Covenant

W estminster

St. Andrews

Jupiter

Lake Osborne
Kendall

Immanuel
Pinelands
Shenandoah
Trinity
Pompano Beach
Grace
Wellington

Church

W estminster
Northeast
Village Seven

Hope

Covenant
University
Calvin
Prescott
Covenant
Desert Springs

Church

East Ridge

First

New City Felwshp
Grace

West Hills

Cedar Springs

JOURNAL

Ross Bair

Timothy B. Dobbins
Stephen Krentel
Ron Kilpatrick

Don Gahagen
James Richwine

Dan Wren
Ken Reid
Denny Hieber
Richard Gillen

Mark Chris Ehlers
James Bland

John McNicoll
Thomas Schneider
George Brengle
Ronald Brady
Werner Mietling
Wi lliam Carlson
James Bowen
George Polacek

Cecil Brooks
Howard Eyrich
Archie Parrish
Luder W hitlock

James Zetler
Lindsey Sampson
Ralph Andrea
Charles Hainline

David B. Sincere
Kenneth D. Kullmar
Don Voss

Bill Gyatt
Earl Mizell
John Underwood

Arizona, except as indicated.)

Teaching Elder

Henry Mueller
Thomas Wood
Robert D. Stuart
Ronald L. Shaw
Fred McFarland

Randall Martin
Charles Turner

Rodney King

Kevin Carr
James Griffith
Wi illiam Uonard
Wi illiam Read

Teaching Elder

J. Render Caines
Robert Lueking

George Cushman
Craig Boden

Don Hoke

Vernon Holstad
John D’Arezzo, Jr.

Ruling Elder

Patrick Vaughn
Leonard Brown

Jack Blackerby
Donald Beebe

Wi illiam Montgomery

Bruce Mateer

as indicated.)
Ruling Elder

Robert Frederick

Roger Ingvalson
Erwin Latimer
John McW horton
Wi illiam Smith
Darrell Stewart
Jim Patton
Robert Hellmann
Hubert Williams
Marion Chiles
Uland Sayers
Roy Zinn

James Lockett
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Lookout Mountain

Nashville

Oak Ridge
Sevierville

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Ebenezer
West Hills
Lookout Mtn.

Reformed
Christ

Covenant
Evergreen

David Howe
Frederick Fowler
James Bachmann, Jr.

Richard Freeman
Frank Brock
Ted Hope

Dana Stoddard Martin Essenburg
Peter Doyle
Richard Jennings
David Hall

Randy Davis

Robert Severin

Paul Gilchrist

WARRIOR PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Alabama.)

City

Aliceville
Centreville
Demopolis
Eutaw
Marion
Selma

Church

First

First

First

First

Marion
Woodland Hts

Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

C. E. Spencer
Thomas Kay
Ernest F. Gross

EverettC. Owens
C. E. Hornsby

Robert S. Colson
Bruce Garris
Wi illiam Rose

Wi illiam F. Joseph
Paul Kooistra
James Perry

WESTERN CAROLINA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in North Carolina.)

City
Arden

Asheville

Bamardsville
Black Mtn
Brevard
Hazelwood
Hendersonville
Murphy
Newland
Swannanoa
Weaverville

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERY (All towns are

City

Abingdon, VA
Bristol

Cedar Bluff, VA
Coebum, VA
Draper, VA
Elizabethton
Glade Springs, VA
Greeneville
Haysi, VA
Johnson City
Kingsport

Church

Arden

Covenant
Malvem Hills
Dillingham
Friendship
Grace Covenant
Hazelwood
Covenant
Providence
Fellowship
Swannanoa Valley
First

Church

Abingdon
Edgemont
Covenant
Coebum
Draper's Valley
Memorial
Seven Springs
Meadow Creek
Dickenson First
Asbury
Bridwell Hts.
Westminster

Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Michael Waddell
Gerald Caffee

Edwin Graham

Robert Drake
Glen McClung
William Clay
Dudley Camper

Paul Tyndall

Ed Robeson
Thomas A. Weaver 11
John Neville
Larry Wilson
John Phil Stogner
Daniel Sulc

Roy Morgan

Leighton Shutes

William S. Barkerll
Frank E. Hamilton
Morton H. Smith
Robert G. Sweet

in Tennessee, except as indicated.)

Teaching Elder Ruling Elder

Thomas Holliday
Morse Up de Graff
Lawrence Snapp
John Otis

Preston Sartelle Jr.
Sanders Willson
Thomas B. Sullivan Jr.
James Richter
Ross Lindley
James Jones

Larry Ball

G. Brent Bradley

Charles J. Lowry

Don Pratt
Clyde Powell

JohnG. Thompsoi
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Pulaski, VA Pulaski Carl Howell, Jr.
7 Mile Ford, VA Seven Mile Ford Joe Wolfe
Tazewell, VA Trinity Henry Johnson

Preston Sartelle, Sr.
Commissioners Requesting Excuse for not Attending

Augusta Street Presbyterian Church Calvary
TE William M. Bratley GulfCoast
RE First Preshyterian Church

TE John B. Findlay

Pinewoods Presbyterian Church

TE Richard Fraser Illiana

TE Larry Alan Hughes Missouri

TE Steven B. Shuman North Georgia
TE Samuel B. McGinn, 1l North Texas

TE David F. Roberts

TE Tom Walters

Beal Heights Presbyterian Church Oklahoma
TE Richard J. Bender

Christ Presbyterian Church

TE Robert E. Hays

TE Robert A. Petterson

TE Craig Weaver

TE John Kinser Southeast Alabama
Totals: Teaching Elders 648
Ruling Elders 267
Total enrollment 915

Churches represented 513

14-3  Welcome by Host Presbytery and Mayor of Philadelphia.

The Moderator introduced RE Kenneth W. Rush, chairman of the Local Arrange-
ments Committee, who presented The Honorable Wilson Goode, mayor of the City
of Philadelphia. Mayor Goode welcomed the Assembly. Mr. Rush then spoke briefly
on behalf of his Committee, extending thanks to various members and explaining
hospitality details.

14-4 Adoption of Docket and Business before the Assembly.
The docket was presented and adopted with amendments:
1) beginning times 8:15 a.m., not 8:00 a.m_;
2) partial reports of Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures, Judicial
Business, and Administration along with the Ad Interim Committee at 3:30 p.m.
3) partial report of Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business immediately
following Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America Tuesday
morning;
4) that the “Rules for Assembly Operations” be suspended to permit the daily
worship services to be held in the evenings;
5) add 10:00 a.m. Wednesday as an order of the day for the Committee of
Commissioners on Interchurch Relations;

6) time foradjournmentand Committee on Thanks to 4:00 and 3:45 p.m. Friday,

The following men requested that their negative votes be recorded on the adoption of the docket due
to their belief that unscriptural worship practices were to be included in the evening worship services: TE
Vaughn Hathaway. TE Rodney King, RE David C. Lachman, TE Scott L. Reiber, TE Frank J. Smith, RE
Robert L. Oldaker, TE Peter Stazen IlI, TE Joel E. Beezley, TE Raymond Fell, TE Lawrence B. Oldaker,
TE Scott Murphy.
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A. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Communication 1: To the General Assembly

A MESSAGE TO ALL CHURCHES OF JESUS CHRIST
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF UGANDA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN UGANDA

Greeting: Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied upon you!

Although the first Christian missionary to Uganda, Alexander Makay, was a Scottish Presbyterian, there
was no Presbyterian church in Uganda until January, 1981, when the First Presbyterian Church of Kampala
was organized.

Today we, the undersigned Teaching and Ruling Elders of the Presbyterian Churches of Kampala, Mbale
and Kitintale. constitute ourselves as the Presbytery of Uganda of the Presbyterian Church in Uganda.

We are a national church holding to the Bible as the inerrant, authoritative Word of God.

We are committed to the Reformed faith as the system of doctrine taught in Holy Scripture. We have
adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter Catechisms. They are the subordinate
standards of our Church

We are further committed to the Presbyterian form of church government as that which most adequately
reflects the church government in the Bible. Our Form of Government is revised for Uganda from the Form
of Government written by the Westminster Assembly of Divines and first used by the Presbyterian Church
of Scotland in 1645.

Christ is King and the only Law-giver in Zion. He is the Head of our Church and we seek to obey His
revealed will in all things. We seek especially to obey Hiscommand to preach the Gospel to all make disciples.

As this new member of the family of Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ comes into being, we necessarilv
profess the Biblical doctrine of the unity of all who are in Christ. We covet the prayers of all Christians
that we may witness and serve responsibly. We desire to pursue peace and charity with love towards fellow
Christians throughout the world.

We greet all believers in affirmation of the bonds of Christian brotherhood. We invite into ecclesiastical
fellowship all who maintain our principles of faith and order.

We now commend ourselves to God and the Word of His power. We devoutly pray that the Church
catholic may be filled afresh with the Holy Spirit, and that she may speedily be stirred up to take no rest
until the Lord accomplishes His Kingdom, making Zion a praise in the whole earth.

Sworn on this date: 28th February, 1986

By the undersigned:  Peterson Sozi Alfred Baaza
Joseph Musiitwa Kcfa F. Sempangi
John Baker Katendc John Ntale
Edward Kasaija John Unegwa

Referred to the permanent committee on Interchurch Relations. 14-38, 11, 10, p. |11

Communication 2: To the Committee on Judicial Business

Regarding: Presbytery of Eastern Canada vs. Elders F. Stefani and Robert A. Oderkirk, 1985

In April 1985 the Session of Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church of Halifax, Nova Scotia and the
Presbytery of Eastern Canada placed a “judicial™ reference before the General Assembly for adjudication.
This reference concerned a series of charges brought against us. Two months previously in February, we
had placed a request before the General Assembly for a review and control procedure. We requested that
General Assembly examine and assess the series of events which commenced at the February 1984 meeting
of the Preshytery of Eastern Canada in Halifax. The case was subsequently closed when the Committee on
Judicial Business recommended to the General Assembly that the "judicial” reference from Presbytery not
be heard on the grounds that the accused parties had renounced the communion of the PCA. General
Assembly recommended that the Presbytery deal with the matter under the provisions of Chapter 38-4, BCO.

However, this matter has NOT been resolved properly! And it is the failure on the part of the Presbytery
and Grace Session to resolve this case which has prompted us to write this letter. Naturally, we are cognizant
of the fact that as ruling elders who are no longer members of the PCA that we have no recourse for
complaint or appeal before its assemblies. Therefore, we acknowledge that you are completely free to ignore
or disregard our letter. However, we believe that if you have any interest at all in seeing that the courts of
the PCA administer Christian justice, that you will consider this letter.
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First, we would like to briefly outline the events which led Presbytery to refer charges against us.

1. February 1984 A. By a 5-4 vote. Presbytery inducts Donald Codling as pastor of Grace Church
in spite of objections raised by Session and 409c of the congregation
B Preshytery holds a secret meeting in Tabusintac. N. B without notifying the
four protesting delegates and censures us for our objections and protests against
Codling. We are indefinitely suspended from our office until we "repent"”.

2. March 1984 Since we have been ousted from the PCA we offer our resignations to the remaining
Grace Session.

3. April 1984 We join Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church of Canada in Middle Sackville. N.
S. as communicant members and as ruling elders in the Session.

4. May 1984 We receive a letter dated May 25 from remaining Grace Session in which A. our

resignations are refused on the grounds that there may be charges pending against
us. and B. defends the erroneous position that a minister can be a Christian even
if he does not believe (in sense of denial) all of Holy Scripture, a topic which had
also been discussed at Presbytery.

5. December 1984 Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church Session agrees with our resolution to bring
the case before the General Assembly, PCA

6. February 1985 A. A position paper is written which demonstrates that | the May 1984 letter
from Grace Session is in error, and Il. church order has been contravened by
Presbytery in regard to its actions against us in February 1984;

B A request is placed before the General Assembly for "review and control”;
C. Presbytery receives our position paper and notice of our request, consequently
makes the following decisions: I. to rescind the sentence of indefinite suspension:
Il. to impose a sentence of definite suspension; Ill. to bring formal charges against
us before the General Assembly.

7. April 1985 A. Position paper (#2) follows which demonstrates that | the charges against us
are without legal basis and Il. church order has been contravened for the second
time by Presbytery;

B. At an adjourned meeting on April 13 presbytery makes the following decisions:
I to rescind the sentence of definite suspension; Il to withdraw the charges.

C. Grace Session now takes over the initiation of judicial proceedings and refers
the same set of charges to Presbytery with the request to pass the reference to
General Assembly. Once again, church order is contravened since Chapters 32 &
33. HCO. have not been followed.

8. May & June 1985 Correspondence from the Office of the Stated Clerk focuses on Presbytery's "judicial”
reference. We remind the Stated Clerk that one of our objectives is to obtain an
acknowledgement of our resignation.

9 July 1985 Wc receive notice from the Office of the Stated Clerk that the General Assembly
has refused to hear Presbytery's judicial reference on the grounds that we have
renounced the communion of the PCA.

It). November 1985 We receive a letter dated November 16 from Grace Session regarding the decision
of the General Assembly.

11 Januarv 1986 Although this letter from Grace Session did NOT acknowledge our resignations,
the Session of Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church thanks Grace Session for
acknowledging that we are no longer under the jurisdiction of the PCA. The book
of minutes is returned.

Next, wewould like to make some observations about the decision which General Assembly made in
1985. First,we question the grounds which were cited as the reason for not dealing with the situation which
existed between ourselves and the Presbytery of Eastern Canada. The proper grounds for dismissing the
“judicial" reference from the Preshytery should have been that the charges against us were without legal
basis since both Presbytery and Grace Session had consistently contravened church order in its proceedings
against us. The fact that we had resigned land it should he noted that we resigned ONLY AFTER we had
been OUSTED from the PCA) should have been cited as an accompanying reason for the dismissal of the
judicial reference. The case would then have been placed into its proper perspective.

Second, we understand very well how church order was “played "in order to accompany the "tune" of
appeasement sung so well by the Office of the Stated Clerk, ihe Judicial Committee and the General
Assembly. We had asked for a "review and control" procedure as outlined in Chapter 40. HCO. At the
time of our request in February 1985 there was no action pending against us. We had not been subjected
to a judicial procedure. It was only AFTER Presbytery was informed that we had requested an examination of
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its actions that the so-called “judicial” procedure was initiated against us. As far as we are concerned, to
dignify the proceedings followed by the Presbytery and Grace Session by the term “judicial reference" is
to make mockery of church order. If Chapters 32 and 33 are checked it will be immediately obvious that
neither assembly followed the proper church order procedure. Yetthe Judicial Committee treated Preshytery’s
request as if it were indeed a proper case. We find it difficult to believe thatsuch naivete can exist in a
committee which is mandated to administer justice in a church!

By regarding Presbytery's request as a proper church order procedure, the Judicial Committee automat-
ically invalidated our request for review and control. Chapter 40 states that decisions made in judicial cases
cannot be overturned except through appeal or complaint. We must ask the question - was it ethical to
disregard our request which, after all, was placed first? And, adding to this contortion of church order was
the twisted interpretation of our request construed by the Office of the Stated Clerk.

The Office of the Stated Clerk insisted in regarding our request as a “complaint”. For instance, in the
letter dated March 15, 1985 you stated that there could be problems with our complaint since we had not
filed the complaint within fifteen days of the action complained against. In the first place, we were well
aware of that stipulation in church order and, therefore, regarded a complaint procedure as simply not
possible or appropriate for our particular situation. In the second place, Presbytery's actions against us in
1984 had placed us in a very difficult and rather vague position in regard to our legal rights. This difficulty
was compounded by the fact that we had unsuccessfully attempted to end our relationship with the PCA
by offering our resignations in March 1984 after we had been ousted from the church. We did not regard
ourselves as members of the PCA any longer but at the same time Presbytery wished to keep us in the
position of being liable for further discipline while simultaneously keeping us from exercising our office
as ruling elders. After we had examined all the options available to us, we decided that informing the Office
of the Stated Clerk of the situation existing in Presbytery without complaint was, in the end, the best way
in the middle of an impossible situation to ask the General Assembly to examine the matter. We studied

church order carefully and noted that according to Chapter 40-5, if a court is advised "... either with or
WITHOUT protest, or by ANY OTHER SATISFACTORY METHOD, of any IMPORTANT delinquency
or grossly UNCONSTITUTIONAL proceedings ..." that according to Chapter 40-4,"... if, therefore, the

next higher court be well advised that such neglect or irregularity has occurred on the part ofthe lower
court, it is INCUMBENT on it to take cognizance of the same, and to EXAMINE. DELIBERATE and
JUDGE in the WHOLE matter ..." (emphasis ours). We believed that the result of our advising General
Assembly of the unconstitutional proceedings followed by Presbytery would ensure an examination. In
another letter dated May 28, 1985 you again refer to our request for review and control as a "complaint”
and. in fact, even inform us that we could probably proceed with our complaint by appearing personally
before one of the committees during the meeting of General Assembly! Yet we were quite specific in
requesting a review and control procedure; never at any time did we indicate that we regarded our request
as a complaint.

We must ask the question - what was accomplished by the insistence on regarding our request as a
complaint? It absolved the PCA of the responsibility to examine the problem! By placing the responsibility
for solving the matter on us personally the General Assembly could not be faulted for failure to examine
the matter. Chapter 42-10, BCO, stipulates that a case is judged to be abandoned if the appellant or
complainant does not appear before the court. Since we had specified in our last letter dated June 3, 1985
that we would not appear before the court and since we in fact did not appear, our complaint was judged
to be abandoned.

lhird. even if we had been mistaken in our interpretation of church order, the fact remains that once
our position papers had been received by the Office of the Stated Clerk, the PCA was bound by its church
order to examine the situation. The church order ensures that corrections of problems within the church do
not rest on the personal decisions of members and office-bearers to lodge an appeal or complaint. Therefore,
even the fact that we wished to have our resignations acknowledged should not have been an impediment
to a full inquiry. The problem involved an entire Presbytery - a problem which did not disappear when we
were ousted from the PCA. This is not a problem of a purely personal nature between us as elders and that
particular assembly. The provisions contained in Chapter 40, BCO. arc very appropriate for the kind of
church order "nightmare” which we experienced as a result of Presbytery's actions.

Fourth, we and the Session of Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church have reached the conclusion that
an examination of our position papers were effectively blocked in two ways: one, by regarding Preshytery's
“judicial” reference in proper order our request for review and control could not stand and. two. by regarding
our request as a complaint the PCA absolved itself of the responsibility to examine the matter. The Judicial
Committee, in our estimation, was much more interested in appeasing Presbytery and maintaining the status
quo than in conducting an inquiry into what was. and still is. a rather "messy" affair.

Why are we making these admittedly critical evaluations of a decision made by an assembly of another
denomination? Aside from the obvious fact that this matter concerns us personally, we are attempting to
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point out that the failure of General Assembly to render a proper decision in accordance with church order
has not helped the situation at all. Instead, the problem has been compounded

Grace Session has not acknowledged our resignations. A letter dated November 16, 1985 written by
the Session informed us that our names have been "stricken” from the roll and all authority to exercise our
office derived from that church has been “withdrawn". The letter also suggested that we "repent" of the
actions which led to the charges. Tell us. was this letter a recognition of our resignations or was it an
excommunication? Indeed, it is true that Grace Session dealt with this matter under Chapter 38, BCO. as
recommended by the General Assembly. However, Session used the latter section which provides a measure
to which the church can resort when office-bearers leave the communion of the PCA for an heretical sect.
And surely General Assembly had not meant to declare us members of an heretical body!

Do you see what has happened? The failure of the Office of the Stated Clerk, the Judicial Committee
and General Assembly to correct Presbytery and Grace Session has confirmed them in their ignorance and
wrongdoing. These two assemblies still consider that the procedures which they followed were in complete
accordance with church order. Not only that, but both assemblies are equally convinced that the charges
against us are valid. The very fact that we have been charged automatically confirms our guilt. Therefore,
since we have been judged guilty of gross sin - ergo! it is immediately evident that we are heretics and
members of an heretical body.

To allow unconstitutional procedures to stand uncorrected sets a dangerous precedent within the PCA
What will happen to the next hapless elder who opposes Presbytery Eastern Canada? Will the same brand
of dubious ecclesiastical justice be meted out again? To follow church order only when it is convenient or
to interpret church order according to a subjective bias is, in effect, the same as having no church order atall.

Are the sins of which we are accused really valid? Is it wrong to protest against the viewpoints of a
minister? Does such protest constitute heresy? Is it wrong to write a position paper in order to demonstrate
that the views concerning the relationship between saving faith and Holy Scripture to be in error? Is it
wrong to state that after due consideration a minister cannot be viewed as Reformed? Is it slander to call
a minister evangelical or neo-evangelical? Is it wrong to state that a Presbytery has transgressed against the
confessions? Is it slander to write that Presbytery Eastern Canada violates the Westminster Confession and
Catechisms by allowing erroneous views about the relationship between saving faith and Holy Scripture to
stand unopposed and uncorrected? (As a matter of fact, neither Presbytery nor Grace Session has been able
to offer a rebuttal against the position of Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church.)

B B. Warfield's definition of heresy is pertinent to this situation (from Selected Shorter Writings. Vol.
2. p. 677):

"It is very plain that he who modifies the teachings of the Word of God in the SMALLEST particular
at the dictation of any man-made' opinion has already deserted the Christian ground, and is already,
in principle, a HERETIC." The very essence of heresy' is that the modes of thought and tenets
originating elsewhere than in the Scriptures of God are given decisive weight when they clash with
the teachings of God's Word, and those are followed to the neglect or modification of these." (emphasis
ours)
Central to our objections against Presbytery and Grace Session is the desire to avoid compromise in doctrinal
matters and to uphold the Reformed Biblical faith. We have demonstrated in our position paper that the
letter written by Grace Session is not in conformity with Holy Scripture and the Reformed creeds. It is for
this unwillingness to make concessions in regard to the Word of God that we have been ousted from the
PCA! It seems strange that the courts of the PCA should discipline elders for upholding the truth. Such
disciplinary action brings to mind one of the articles of the Belgic Confession. Article 29 states:
"As for the false church, it ascribes more power and authority to itself and its ordinances than to the
Word of God ... it relies more upon men than upon Christ; and persecutes those who live holily
according to the Word of God and rebuke it for its errors, covetousness, and idolatry”

The questions that the Judicial Committee and the General Assembly should have asked are: did Presbhytery
and Session uphold God s Word? Did these assemblies deal with the conflict and resulting problems in
accordance with the Word? Instead, Grace Session and Presbytery Eastern Canada have focused on the
alleged defamation of Mr. Codling's character and the alleged diminished integrity of Presbytery' which has
supposedly resulted from our position papers. However, should this personal emphasis be given the primary
significance? Are personal reputations a legitimate focus in church conflict? We believe that God s Word
ought to be upheld and that, if in the process of upholding this truth, a church court or an office-bearer is
criticized and said to be in error utilizing Scriptural standards, such criticism shoull be seen as incidental
to the requirement to uphold the truth.

As we stated at the beginning, you are free to disregard this letter on the grounds that we are no longer
members of the PCA. You may. if you wish, regard this matter as the ecclesiastical equivalent of a “tempest
in a teapot" - a purely local problem in an unknown Canadian province You may believe that it matters
little how a Presbytery or Session has treated its office-bearers and that church order was used as a weapon.
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However, this has not been the reaction which the Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church has received when
our Session informed other Reformed and Presbyterian churches in North America of the problem which
exists within the PCA. And, in at least one instance, our conflict with the PCA will be brought on the floor
of one denomination's highest assembly. In addition, the story of our conflict has also received coverage
in a church publication. Is this indeed a local problem?

Perhaps this is an opportunity for the General Assembly to conduct an inquiry into this situation. Chapter
40 of the church order provides the proper grounds for such an examination. The constitution of the PCA
states that its officers must “censure or cast out the erroneous and scandalous, observing in all cases the
rules contained in the Word of God." Has the PCA dealt with this matter in a Christian manner? Has the
PCA sought to correct error? General Assembly has left one of the two opposing parties in its wrongdoing
and error. Should this situation continue?

It is our desire to see Scripture upheld and the erroneous views regarding the relationship between Holy
Scripture and saving faith held by Grace Session and Presbytery Eastern Canada corrected. As for us
personally, whether or not the PCA chooses to examine this matter, we are assured by Holy Scripture of
a just and righteous hearing at the judgment seat of Christ (Il Cor. 5:10).

Ferenc Stefani, Ruling Elder Robert A. Oderkirk, Ruling Elder
16 Locke Street 64 Denneb Crescent

Bedford, Nova Scotia Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia
CANADAR4A1IM9 CANADA B4E1T9

Attachments (2)

Attachment 1

20 Louise Avenue
Dartmouth
B3A3V9
November 16, 1985

Dear Mr. Oderkirk:

The session of Grace R P Church has now received, through Presbytery, the decision of General
Assembly regarding the charges pending against you.

The judicial reference was not received by the Assembly on the grounds that you have renounced the
jurisdiction of the P. C. A. General Assembly has advised that the matter be handled in accordance with
HCO 38-4.

Your name has therefore been stricken from the roll of Grace R. P. Church and all authority to exercise
your office derived from this church is withdrawn.

The session of Grace R P Church continues to pray that you may be led to repentance for the actions
which led to these charges.

Yours sincerely.

Donald M. Campbell
Session Clerk
Grace R. P. Church

Attachment 2

Henry J. Moes, Clerk of Session
Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church
Lively Road, Compartment 88

R.R. #2 Lower Sackville. N.S.

B4C 2S7

January 30,1986

Donald Campbell. Clerk of Session
Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church
20 Louise Avenue

Dartmouth. N. S.

B3A 3V9

Dear Mr. Campbell:

The session of Covenant Orthodox Reformed Church has received the letter dated November 16. 1985
Our session wishes to thank Grace Session for the acknow ledgement that Ruling Elders Stefani and Oderkirk
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are no longer under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction ofany court within the Presbyterian Church in America.
Enclosed please find the book of minutes. We indicated in the position paper dated April 1985 that this
book would be returned once recognition of the status of our Ruling Elders had been received.
However, Covenant Session deeply regrets that Grace Session has not retracted its letter of May 25.
1984 which defends the position that it is neither Reformed nor Biblical to assert that a minister cannot be
a Christian if he does not believe in the entire Canon of Holy Scripture.

Sincerely.
H. J Moes, Clerk of Session

cc. Blane Despres
Donald Codling
Don MacCormack
Howard McPhee

encl.
See 14-88, 1V, A, p. 210.

Communication 3: To the General Assembly
Southwest Presbytery, in its Stated Meeting on April 24 and 25, 1986, voted against item 13 in the proposed
amendments to the BCO for the following reasons:
1. That the phrase proposed concerning the fifth vow of church membership is unclear in two ways.
First, that there may be the implication that the church’s discipline and government is equal to the
Word of God in its authority, especially when presented to a new believer.
2. The grammar is unclear, i.e. what is the antecedent of "its", the church or the Word?
Sincerely.
Henry J. Mueller, Recording Clerk

Presented when the BCO amendments were considered. Item 13 was not adopted by
the Assembly, thus the communication was answered in the affirmative.

Communication #4 to the Fourteenth General Assembly - Interchurch Relations Committee from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Dear Brothers in Christ,

On behalf of the 53rd General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church I wish here to convey
to you in the love of Christ the response of that General Assembly to your invitation to us to join the
Presbyterian Church in America. That response is embraced in the following resolution:

The 53rd General Assembly, meeting at Eastern College. St. Davids, Pennsylvania, does this day, June
17. 1986, hereby

RESOLVE that we express to the Presbyterian Church in America our deep appreciation for the invitation
issued to us to join the Presbyterian Church in America;

AND RESOLVE that we express our thankfulness to God for the forthright and firm stand that the
Presbyterian Church in America has taken against the unbelief that has destroyed the clarity of witness to
the gospel that has pervaded so many denominations of our day;

AND FURTHER RESOLVE that we express our thankfulness, not only for the kinship that we feel
with the Presbyterian Church in America in both its firm opposition to unbelief and the many commonalities
and oneness of faith that we share together, but also for the desire that you have expressed that our oneness
be furthered by now becoming one in structure, itbeing also our desire that we be together in faith and life.

BE IT NOW RESOLVED that this General Assembly inform the Fourteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America that although we regret that our church’s search for full unity with the
Presbyterian Church in America up to this time has not produced such oneness of mind that would permit
us to respond affirmatively to the invitation of your church, nevertheless there is a strong desire among us
for our two churches to become one; and we believe that it would be to the mutual benefit of both churches
and to the greater glory of God if we were to seek a union which would make fuller use of the God-given
insights and experience of both churches.

AND BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that this General Assembly inform the Presbyterian Church in
America that (1) we humbly ask you to continue to consider with us in brotherly love how we may achieve
at the earliest possible time that full unity that is both our shared obligation and hope, (2) that we should
be favored if your General Assembly would arrange for representatives to meet with four representatives
of our church, whom we have chosen, in order to move toward that unity, and (3) that this General Assembly,
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in order to avoid possible confusion and difficulty for you in your General Assembly, recognizes that this
resolution frees you from continuing the invitation that you have so graciously issued to us.
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this General Assembly, in the name of our triune God, on behalf of
our whole church, express to you and to your whole church our deep love for you, our desire for the fullest
fellowship with you. and our pledge to work with you and to pray for the achievement of that fellowship,
and express the hope that you will continue to share that goal with us and to seek that end with us.

We sincerely hope that you will see the emphasis in this rcolution, namely, our heartfelt desire that our
churches may indeed become one, and that we hope that you will work with us to that glorious end.

May our convenant God be with you in this your Fourteenth General Assembly and bring forth from it
rich fruit to His glory.

Yours faithfully in Christ Jesus,
John P. Galbraith
See 14-38, 111, 8, p. 111.

B. OVERTURES TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TO THE COMMITTEE OE COMMISSIONERS ON ADMINISTRATION

Overture 7: From Siouxlands Presbytery

W hereas, in recent years there has been a growing number of study committees and requests for study
committees which have been denied; and

W hereas, the cost of each of these committees continues to grow; and.

W hereas, itbecomes the responsibility of the Committee on Administration to fund these committees; and.

W hereas, the Committee on Administration serves with the smallest budget and has not yet received its
full asking in any one year; and

W hereas, this puts additional burden and pressure on the Committee on Administration;

Therefore, Be It Resolved: that all requests for GA Study committees include a maximum amountto be spent.

Attest: D. Steven Meyerhoff Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative and sent to the Judicial Business committee to draft
language for Rules of Assembly Operations. 12-74, 111, 15. p. 171.

Overture 8: From Siouxlands Presbytery *

W hereas, the PCA was from its beginning determined to be a grass roots denomination; and.

W hereas, with recent appointments and decisions of the General Assembly there is a growing tendency to
appoint and elect men to serve on more than one General Assembly committee; and

Whereas, if this tendency continues, the General Assembly could open the door to greater bureaucracy
and a hierarchical church, contrary to its early formation;

Therefore, Be It Resolved: that the 14th General Assembly meeting in Philadelphia instruct all parties,
committees and agencies that a Teaching or Ruling Elder be allowed to serve on only one General Assembly
committee at a time.

Exception: The Board of Directors of the PCA who are the Chairman of the Permanent Committees of
the PCA

Attest: D. Steven Meyerhoff Stated Clerk

Answered by reference to Bylaws IV 10 F, 12-74, 1ll, 10, p. 171

Overture 14: From Western Carolina Presbytery

Whereas, the Ascension Presbytery has in action adopted July 13, 1985, expressed its concern over the
cost of attending General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church in America, and

Whereas, many of the smaller churches of the PCA are financially unable to send either their teaching or
ruling elder representatives to the General Assembly,

Whereas, the cost appears to be unwarranted or unaffordable by many who would otherwise have to pay
their own personal expense.

Whereas, the cost also for use of hotel convention centers and for transportation, room and board, and
registration for assemblies of the size now possible and experienced is judged neither the best stewardship
nor public testimony for the Presbyterian Church in America, nor is the apparent increasing practice of
using General Assemblies for partial vacation experiences, and
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Whereas, there appears already to be growing sentiment that the size of the PCA is making continuation
of the present form of undelegated assembly impractical

We, the Presbytery of the Western Carolinas, do hereby overture the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America that in its study of the size of future assemblies it adopt as one guideline
that the General Assembly of the PCA will normally be held at one of its member churches or one of the
educational or conference institutions of the PCA. the NAPARC Churches, or some approved non-denomi-
national board such as Reformed Theological or Westminster Theological Seminaries, and

And that any formula for establishing a maximum potential size provide for no larger an assembled body
than that which might be housed in homes of congregations of the community and/or living facilities of the
host institutions(s).

Adopted November 9. 1985
Attest. W. Donald Munson. Jr , Stated Clerk (1985)

Answered in the negative, 14-74, Ill, 11, p. 171.

Overture 16: From North Georgia Presbytery
W hereas, the Presbyterian Church in America affirms that "Christ, as King, has given to His Church
officers, oracles, and ordinances, and especially has He ordained therein His system ofdoctrine, government,
discipline, and worship, all of which are either expressly set down in the Scripture, or by good and necessary
inference may be deduced therefrom," (Book of Church Order, Preface); and
W hereas, there is Scriptural example that the high court of the Church is known as the General Assembly
(Acts 15); and
W hereas, there are by the aforementioned good and necessary inferences as well as "some circumstances
concerning the worship of God, and government of the Church common to human actions and societies,
which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of
the Word, which are always to be observed,” (Westminster Confession of Faith, I, 6); and
W hereas, we believe that there needs to be an orderly and effective way of providing for the financial
obligations of the actual expenses of the annual meeting of the General Assembly; and
Whereas, the Committee on Administration at the Thirteenth General Assembly sought to provide a solution
to the expenses of each General Assembly by recommending for adoption the following amendment to the
Rules of Assembly Operations”

55. That the "Rules for Assembly Operations" be amended by the replacing of Chapter X as follows:

10-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be requested each year to make a specific
subscription donation to assist in defraying the expenses of the General Assembly. Such donation
shall cover the registration fee for one representative. All other commissioners shall make a similar
donation or pay an equal registration fee. A copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will be sent to
the donors and those paying the registration fee without additional charges. Churches are expected
to make this annual donation whether or not they send a commissioner to the Assembly. The General
Assembly shall set the subscription donation or registration fee for the next General Assembly.
(Minutes ofthe 13th General Assembly, p. 159. #55); and
W hereas, the Committee on Administration was instructed by the 15th General Assembly to operate under
this proposed amendment for the 14th General Assembly after the amendment failed to receive the necessary
2/5rds vote of the Assembly (Minutes of the 13tlt General Assembly, p 140. #56); and
W hereas, the proposed amendment and the instruction appears to be contrary to the Book of Church Order,
Chapter 25-8 which contains the statement:
The superior courts of the Church may receive monies or properties from a local church only by free
and voluntary action of the latter,
and appears that it might lead to a divisive spirit within the church.
Therefore, be it resolved that the Session of the Grace Presbhyterian Church. Cedartow n, Georgia respectfully
overtures the Preshbytery of North Georgia to request that the 14th General Assembly direct the Permanent
Committee on Administration to answer the following questions through a partial report of its Committee
on Commissioners which should be given at least one day before the recommendation itself reaches the
floor of the Assembly:
1. What have the expenses and receipts (including the amounts provided by the major committees
to defray the actual expenses of each assembly) been for the past five General Assemblies?
2. In light of the Ad-Interim Committee on the Assembly's Structure's recommendation affecting
a delegated assembly and the straw vote taken at the 15th General Assembly indicating a desire
to have such a delegated assembly, why should individual congregations be “taxed" to pay for
the assembly's expenses when they will not be directly represented?
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3. What has been the response of the churches to this procedure for the 14th General Assembly?
To what extent have churches without commissioners present actually given to the expenses of
the Assembly?

4. What do the words. "Subscription donations,” "requested,” and the phrase "the churches are
expected..." actually mean?

5. Does this proposed amendment imply that congregations might pay the registration fee for the
Ruling Elder but not the Teaching Elder?

6. What will happen to a commissioner who has been duly elected by his Session to attend the
Assembly but whose Session has chosen not to pay the subscription donation and demands to
be seated as a commissioner on the basis of the Book of Church Order 14-2?

Attest: Robert Valentine, Stated Clerk

Approved to be sent to General Assembly by North Georgia Presbytery January 18, 1986
See 14-74, 11l. 7, p. 171.

Overture 17: From Westminster Presbytery

W hereas, Scripture teaches that final judicial decisions must be made by the church (Matthew 18:17); and
Whereas, the Westminster Confession of Faith 31:3 states “It belongeth to synods and councils ministerially
to determine controversies of faith and case of conscience to receive complaints in cases of maladminis-
tration. and authoritatively to determine the same'; and

Whereas, BCO 43 sets forth a process for complaints to be heard at the lower courts that should alleviate
many complaints being brought to the General Assembly; and

Whereas, only one complaint was adjudicated at the Thirteenth General Assembly under these rules;
Therefore be it resolved that the Ad Interim Committee on Structure and Procedure of the General Assembly
be instructed to consider no changes in regard to judicial matters that would take away the vote of a church
court as allowed in our confessional standards, and no further changes be made in the judicial procedure
forthree years in order that the Assembly can see the effectiveness of the new procedure as set forth in BCD 43.

Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery. January 18, 1986.

Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk
See 14-8, 8, p. 81.

Overture 19: From Westminster Presbytery

W hereas, Scripture makes no distinction in regard to authority between Teaching and Ruling Elders; and
W hereas, the BCO 7-2 states that these “Elders jointly have the government and spiritual oversight of the
Church, including teaching"; and

Whereas, the General Assembly consists of Teaching and Ruling Elders; and

Whereas, the General Assembly has made recognition of deceased Teaching Elders an annual practice, but
has not recognized deceased Ruling Elders; and

W hereas, deceased Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders are recognized by their presbyteries.

Therefore be it resolved that the General Assembly cease itsannual memorial service forTcaching Elders.

Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, January 18. 1986.
Attest: Larry E. Ball, Wesminster Preshytery

Answered in the affirmative, 14-74, HI, 12, p. 171

Overture 20: From Westminster Presbytery
Be it resolved that BCO 14-2 remain unchanged in regard to representation to the General Assembly and
that the Presbyterian Church in America maintain the Biblical practice of a grass roots General Assembly,
being truly representative of each local session.
Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, January 18. 1986.

Attest: Larry E. Ball. Stated Clerk

See 14-8, 9, p. 81
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Overture 21: From Westminster Presbytery
Be it resolved that the Fourteenth General Assembly not accept the Proposed Logo presented to the Thirteenth
General Assembly.

Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery. January 18, 1986.
Attest: Larry E. Ball. Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative as the logo was tabled, 14-74, Ill, 13, p. 171.

Overture 27: From the Session of Grace Presbyterian Church, Madison, Florida

(Not adopted by Gulf Coast Presbytery)

The session of Grace Presbyterian Church (Madison, FL) overtures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America in its fourteenth meeting to adopt the following:

W hereas, all churches should send delegates, both their TE and appropriate number of RE's. to the General
Assembly; and

W hereas, the majority of ourdenomination’scongregations number two hundred communicants or less; and

W hereas, the traveling of great distances and staying in hotels or motels that cater to conventions are quite
expensive; and

W hereas, such expense is prohibitive to the sending of delegates to the General Assembly; and

W hereas, the majority of the PCA’s member churches are located in the southeastern part of the United
States of America; and

W hereas, the offices of the General Assembly's agencies are located in the southeastern part of the United
States also; and

W hereas, it is poor stewardship of the Lord's money for the majority of the delegates to the General
Assemblies to travel to cities which are great distances from the majority of the membership:

Therefore, be it resolved by the Presbyterian Church in America, at its Fourteenth General Assembly that
until the time comes that the denomination's membership is more evenly distributed over the nation, all
future General Assemblies will be held in the southeastern part of the United States.

And, therefore, be it resolved by the Fourteenth General Assembly that future assemblies be held on a
college or university campus, utilizing the dormitories, the cafeteria, and appropriate facilities, as much as
possible.

Attest: Alton M. Phillips, Moderator of the Session

See 14-74, 11, 19. p. 171

Overture 46: F'rom the Presbytery of North Georgia

W hereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America meets annually in the third week
of June, and

W hereas, the General Assembly last met in the Atlanta area in 1977 for its Fifth Assembly, and

W hereas, the offices of the General Assembly are located in the Atlanta area and. God willing, will be in
more permanent facilities by 1989, and

Whereas, the North Georgia Preshytery, through the evident blessing of God. is increasing in numbers of
communicant members and churches in obedience to the Great Commission, and

W hereas, the Session of Perimeter Church is eager to have the General Assembly come, see and experience
the blessings God has poured out on our preshytery in recent years.

Therefore Be It Resolved that the North Georgia Preshytery be petitioned to invite the Presbyterian Church
in America to meet in Atlanta for its 18th General Assembly in June 1990 and that the North Georgia
Presbytery pledge its churches, members and resources to assist in accommodating the commissioners
through Christian hospitality for the meeting of the highest court of the church.

This overture was passed unanimously by the Session of Perimeter Church in its regular monthly meeting
on March 24, 1986. Passed by North Georgia Presbytery on April 19. 1986.
Attest: Robert Valentine, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-74, Ill, 64, B, p. 175.

Overture 47: From Southeast Alabama Presbytery

Whereas it is incumbent upon us to be faithful stewards of the money which God entrusts to us; and
Whereas it is becoming increasingly difficult for some smaller churches to bear the burden of sending a
commissioner or commissioners to the General Assembly: and
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Whereas the 6th General Assembly gave explicit instructions to encourage the Permanent Committee on
Administration to seek out college facilities and the support of local churches in hosting those meetings of
the General Assembly after 1980; and

Whereas the use of such college facilities proves both practical and economical;

Therefore be it resolved that Southeast Alabama Presbytery overture the 14th General Assembly to exhort
the Permanent Committee on Administration to abide by the instructions given by the 6th General Assembly
pertaining to Assembly arrangements.

Adopted by Southeast Alabama Presbytery at its 6th Stated Meeting. April 22. 1986.
Attest: Randy Kimbrough, Recording Clerk

See 14-74. 1ll. 19, p. 171

Overture 52: From Ascension Presbytery

W hereas there has been much concern throughout the General Assembly and the Church-at-large at the
huge expenditures to have and accomodate the General Assembly; and

Whereas in last year's denominational survey of churches not sending delegates to General Assembly the
largest response for not attending was the high cost of attending the General Assembly; and

Whereas we are commanded by our Lord to be good stewards of His resources; and

W hereas the General Assembly is abiblical and necessary part of the Presbyterian Church in America; and
Whereas we should help and encourage all of the eligible brethren to attend and participate;

Be if resolved that each year's General Assembly arrangements committee be limited to use the facilities
ofcolleges orconference centers, so that we might maintain a reasonable cost for all of the commissioners.

Attest: Frank D. Moser. Stated Clerk

See 14-74. 111. 19. p. 171

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON BILLS AND OVERTURES

Overture 5: From Delmarva Presbytery
W hereas, the Preshyterian Church in America, and before it the Reformed Presbyterian Church. Evangelical
Synod, have conscientiously adhered to the Protestant principle of ecclesiastical separation when all other
efforts to attain purity of the Church have failed, and
Whereas, the RPC.ES did a careful study of the matter and reported that study to the 158th General Synod
<cf Acts of Synod, p. 75ff). and
Whereas, much has been written about the PCA history and convictions in the matter of ecclesiastical
separation, and
Whereas, many who are entering the ministry of the PCA evidence little understanding or appreciation of
this part of our heritage, and
W hereas, the issue of ecclesiastical separation needs to be presented to the larger Church:
Therefore be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly direct the Stated Clerk to prepare for
publication a document explaining the convictions and history of the PCA and the RPC.ES. The document
shall be revised under the supervision of the Stated Clerk to include history pertinent to the formation of
the PCA and a reflection of PCA governmental standards rather than those of the RPC.ES.

This document shall not represent an "official"position of the PCA but shall be available as information.
Upon completion of the revision, the Committee on Christian Education and Publications shall publish the
study and and make it available for sale.

Presented to the Delmarva Presbytery meeting. November 13. 1984. by approval of the Session of
McLean Presbyterian Church.
Approved at the 12th Stated Meeting of Delmarva Presbytery. May 14. 1985. at Hyattsville. Maryland.

Attest: Thomas G Webb. Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended. 14-S5. Ill, J, p. 1S7.

Overture 23: From Grace Presbytery

Whereas, it has been demonstrated within the brief history of the Presbyterian Church in America that
amendment of our constitutional standards has been better effected when these changes have been instigated
by the "minor" courts than when they have been generated from within the committees of the General
Assemble:
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Therefore, be it resolved that Grace Presbytery overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to dismiss the
Ad-Interim Committee on the General Assembly with thanks.

Adopted at the Forty-Ninth Stated Meeting of Grace Presbytery, January 14, 1986, meeting at the Mount
Olive Presbyterian Church, Mount Olive, Mississippi.

Attest: Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr. Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 14-85, Ill, 1, p. 187.

Overture 40: From Philadelphia Presbytery

Whereas the television-motion picture industry has increasingly produced programs which show blatant
disregard for our Judeo-Christian values by using the name of God irresponsibly and generally departing
from the high morality of our religious heritage; and

W hereas this practice has a negative influence upon the behavior of many who are regularly exposed to
the entertainment media; and

W hereas continued disregard for the name of God and Scriptural values can only bring reproach upon this
nation;

Therefore, we overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to appoint a committee to study the problem and
propose ways whereby we may exercise an effective influence upon the media, thereby causing them to
raise the moral standards of television programs.

Adopted at the March 14-15, 1986 meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery.
Attest: lain Crichton, Stated Clerk

See 14-85, 111, 4, p. 187.

Overture 42: From llliana Presbytery

W hereas, private individuals have avowed that the name Rameses in Exodus 1:11 is not original, and

W hereas, they have widely published this avowal, and this avowal has not been submitted to any church
body for analysis to ascertain its validity, and

W hereas, this methodology is an attempt to solve a difficulty in Bibilical interpretation by private interpre-
tation where there is no textual support for the avowal, and

Whereas, the example offers encouragement to employ the method to solve other difficult textual Biblical
problems, and

Whereas, other Biblical data indicates that the use of the name Rameses is genuine and proper, and needs
to be accepted as original.

Therefore, it is requested that this matter of private interpretation of Exodus 1:11 be studied by a committee
of the General Assembly, and in support of this request, supportive material is herewith appended, and that
this committee report back to this General Assembly.

Attest: Thomas Waldccker. Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 14-85, 111, 5, p. 187.

Overture 49: From Siouxlands Presbytery

Whereas, the Apostle Paul gave the following counsel to the church at Corinth concerning an offering to
be collected for the struggling Jerusalem Church. "Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you
are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what they
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, as it is written:
'He that gathered much did not have too much, and he that gathered little did not have too little." ” and.
W hereas, we believe that a "Jerusalem Church" situation exists in our upper Midwest states, as our whole
farm economy is going through a time of “gathering little." and.

W hereas, the rural crisis in our area is a genuine crisis, with over 1/3 of our farmers facing the possible
loss of a way of life, and

W hereas, the bankruptcies, foreclosures and farm sales affect our entire Midwest culture, from the farmer
to the banker to the businessman, from social services to education to care services, and

W hereas, the crisis is affecting every area of our lives as a people, taking a physical, spiritual, emotional
and social toll through widespread isolation and depression, and alarming increases in the incidence of
family abuse, alcohol abuse and suicides, and

W hereas, the crisis has not been felt equally throughout our national economy, and many segments of our
PCA are in relatively good economic health.
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Therefore, Be It Resolved,

1. That the 14th General Assembly encourage our churches to recognize Sunday, September 7, 1986 as
a Day of Prayer for those individuals and churches who are experiencing the crisis, and continue to
uphold them in prayer.

2. That the 14th General Assembly urge our churches to seriously consider their responsiblity to help
materially in this "Jerusalem church" situation, designating Sunday, September 7, 1986 as a Day of
Collection after the pattern of 2 Corinthians 8-9, and continuing to send ongoing aid to the Mercy
Fund ofthe Preshytery of Sioux lands, that we might extend emergency aid to those who are in trouble

This Overture was approved at the 17th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Siouxlands, PCA, meeting
April 24-25. 1986 at Lincoln, Nebraska.

Attest: D. Steven Mcyerhoff, Stated Clerk

See 14-85, Ill. 6. p. 187.

Overture 51: From Southwest Presbytery

Whereas the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly has worked diligently on the task assigned
to it by the 12th General Assembly; and

Whereas we do not believe the issues assumed by the majority report are substantitive to the degree that
warrant their proposals; and

W hereas such drastic changes are not needed in the Presbyterian Church in America;

Therefore Southwest Preshytery respectfully overtures the 14th General Assembly to dismiss the Ad Interim
Committee on the General Assembly with thanks.

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of the Southwest, April 24-25, 1986.
Attest: Charles E. Turner. Stated Clerk

Answered in llie negative, 14-85. Ill, I.p. 187.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND
PUBLICATIONS

Overture 41: From Tennessee Valley Presbytery

Whereas, the BCO (13-9. 19-7) assigns to Presbyteries the responsibility of overseeing a man's preparations
for the Gospel ministry, including his being taken under care, his licensure exam, his internship, and his
ordination exam: and

Whereas, the GA is directed by the BCO (14-2.1)to “encourage unitpromote the fulfillment of (the Great
Commission) by the various courts:" and

Whereas, the 7th GA approved the formation of a Certification Committee, whose purpose was to approve
both general and specific internship plans as submitted by the Presbyteries; and

W hereas, this would appear to be in direct violation of the BCO's directive that internship is a Preshytery
responsibility;

Therefore, be it resolved that the TVP docs petition the 14th GA to reconstitute the Certification Committee,
an advisory committee to the Presbyteries, to assist them in the structuring of their internship programs,
but with no authority to approve or disapprove of a Presbytery's general or specific plans of internship.

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Tennessee Valley Preshytery, April 8, 1986.
Attest: Richard R Harris. Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 14-67, Ill, 26, p. 147.

Overture 55: From TK Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr.

W hereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America has taken previous action to
recognize certain Presbyterian and Reformed seminaries as approved or recognized seminaries; and

W hereas, Joining and Receiving as effected with the Reformed Presbyterian Church. Evangelical Synod,
brought into the Presbyterian Church in America Covenant Theological Seminary; and

W hereas, the Uniform Curriculum as approved by the General Assembly is based in part upon attendance
at a “standard seminary”; and

Whereas, some of the Seminaries approved by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
have modified their academic curriculum subsequent to their approval by the General Assembly;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Fourteenth General Assembly direct the Committee for Christian Education
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and Publications to make a study of the curriculum of the approved seminaries through the Theological
Certification Committee to ascertain that the requirements of the Uniform Curriculum are satisfied; to
establish a procedure for the periodic review of the curriculum of such approved seminaries; to establish
procedures by which the Presbyterian Church in America may offer counsel to such approved seminaries
to maintain curriculum that meet the Uniform Curriculum; and to recommend removal from or continuation
of the approval of particular seminaries which are presently and and may in the future be approved.

Overture presented by TE Vaughn Hathaway. It was considered and rejected by the Fiftieth Stated Meeting
of Grace Preshytery, May 13, 1986

Attest: Vaughn E. Hathaway. Jr.

Answered in the negative, 14-67, Ill, 27, p. 147.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Overture 48: From Westminster Presbytery

W hereas, we recognize the importance of the unity of the Body of Christ among all believers, and appreciate
our brothers in the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE); and

Whereas, we appreciate the several ministries of the NAE, not the least of which is that of world relief;

Nevertherless:

Whereas, affiliation with the NAE would imply a reduction of the distinctive character of the reformed
faith to an undefined evangelicalism; and

Whereas, the NAE speaks to policitical and moral issues through its Office of Public Affairs in Washington,
D C.; and

W hereas, it is conceivable that the NAE could publicly express positions not in keeping with the consensus
of the PCA; and

Whereas, the public generally perceives the pronouncements of the NAE as the position of its constituent
members; and

Whereas, the proper method of addressing political, moral, as well as doctrinal controversies is through
the deliberative function of church courts; and

W hereas, there is the possibility for individuals and local churches tojoin the NAE on an individual basis; and

Whereas, there are many individuals and congregations principally opposed to official association with the
NAE;

Therefore be it resolved that Westminster Presbhytery overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Amercia meeting in Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, to discontinue any further consid-
eration of affiliation with the NAE.

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, April 19. 1986.
Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

Answered b\ action to join the NAE, 14-38, Ill, 7and I, p. 110.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Overture I: From Central Georgia Presbytery

W hereas the present provisions of the Book of Church Order (19-7, Internship) are proving in some cases

to be unnecessarily restrictive upon local churches, presbyteries, and candidates for the ministry in fulfilling

the requirements for Internship, and

W hereas, it is the jurisdiction and responsibility of the local presbyteries to see to the proper training of

candidates for the Gospel ministry. Central Georgia Presbytery overtures the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in America meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, June 17-21, 1985 to approve and send to

the Presbyteries the following change in the Book of Church Order. Chapter 19-7:
19-7. The Holy Scriptures, etc. (no change through the wording, “to who this sacred office is to be
committed”). To provide for such a period of trial, a candidate for ordination must serve an internship:
and where practical this internship should normally occur in the Preshytery in which he is expecting
to be licensed and/or ordained This period of internship shall be at least one year in length, and may
be longer at the discretion of the Preshytery so as to give sufficient time for the Preshytery to judge
the candidate's qualifications and service. This period of internship may occur before, during, or after
the candidate's formal theological education. When it occurs prior to hisformal theological education,
he must have fulfilled the requirements for reception to the presbytery as a Candidatefor the Gospel
Ministry, and his Ministry of Internship must be presented to andformally approved by the Presbytery
in which he isserving the Internship. When itoccurs during his formal theological education, etc...."
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19-8. An applicant for internship must be a candidate, must have been accepted by an approved
theological seminary, and must serve his internship in the Presbytery where he is a candidate. The
applicant may become a candidate and intern at the same meeting of Presbytery. In cases where a
intern shall be preaching on a regular basis he must fulfill the requirements for Licensure as defined
previously in BCO chapter 19.

Answered by response to Overture 4. See 14-52, 22, p. 126.

Overture 2: From the Presbytery of Western Carolina
That we accept the ruling of the General Assembly Judicial Business Committee concerning matters properly
executed by a commission, but that we believe it is a dangerous precedent to conduct the final examination
for candidacy, licensure or ordination other than on the floor of presbytery, and
Therefore we overture the General Assembly to amend the Book of Church Order to make it clear that the
final examination for candidacy, licensure and ordination must be conducted by the presbytery as a whole
and not be delegated to a commission.

Adopted at the Stated Meeting of Western Carolina Presbytery on April 20, 1985.

Attest: W. Donald Munson. Jr. Stated Clerk

Answered by response to Overture 4. See 14-52, 23, p. 126.

Overture 4: From Louisiana Presbytery

Whereas the Presbytery is responsible for the care, examination, and advocacy for candidates of the
Presbyterian Church in America.

And Whereas the licensure examination is not inclusive of all elements of the ordination examination.
And Whereas the philosophy of the licensure examination regarding its depth is interpreted differently
across the Presbyterian Church in America,

And Whereas paragraph 21-4 speaks to wit that areas previously covered in the licensure examination need
not be raised again the ordination examination,

And Whereas further in paragraph 21-4 it states that “trials for ordination shall consist of a CAREFUL
(capitalization added) examination as to his acquaintance with

And W hereas the areas of English Bible, Theology (Confession and Catechism), Sacraments (Confession
and Catechism) and Government and Discipline are contained in the licensure and ordination with the word
“careful” mentioned only in the ordination examination.

And Whereas the word, "basic,” is used in 19-2-B-1.3 leading to the idea of a more cursory examination
in those areas for licensure.

Be It Therefore Resolved that the Presbytery of Louisiana petition the General Assembly through its
Judicial Business Committee to study the philosophy behind the licensure and ordination examinations and
the wording in the Form of Government, chapters 19 and 21, and to make recommendations back to the
15th General Assembly to resolve this conflict should one be established.

Passed by the Session of the Plains Presbyterian Church on September 8, 1985, and sent to Presbytery.
Adopted at the Fall Meeting of Louisiana Presbytery. October 12, 1985.
Attest: Baker S. Smith, Acting Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-52, 25, p. 126.

Overture 6: From Northern lllinois Presbytery
Whereas, there have been a number of proposals presented to the General Assembly for a delegated
Assembly, none of which have yet been approved by the Assembly, and
Whereas, the continued blessing of the Lord may result in an Assembly too large to meet efficiently every
year, and
Whereas, there is much benefit derived from a General Assembly with commissioners from all of the
churches, and
W hereas, there is also a need for a more deliberative body to consider ongoing issues in detail, which
could be accomplished by a smaller, delegated Assembly,
We respectfully overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to amend the Book of Church Order to provide
for a delegated assembly, to be known as a General Synod, for two years out of three, and for a General
Assembly as now constituted every third year. The proposed amendments to the BCO would be as follows:

I. Chapter 14. Change the name of the Chapter to "The General Assembly and the General Synod".



10.
11.

JOURNAL 49

14-1. Change the opening paragraph to read “The General Assembly or General Synod is the highest
court of this church, and represents in one body all the churches thereof. It bears the title of ‘The
General Assembly (or The General Synod) of the Presbyterian Church in America’, and constitutes
the bond of union, peace and correspondence among all its congregations and courts. W herever this
Book of Church Order refers to the Synod, it also includes the Assembly, but references to The
Assembly or General Assembly apply exclusively to the General Assembly. All powers given to the
General Synod shall also apply to the General Assembly, but powers given specifically to the General
Assembly shall be exercised only by that body."

References to the Assembly in Chapter 14-1 following paragraph 1 would be changed to Synod.
Add a new 14-2, as follows:

"The General Synod, which is a permanent court, shall meet annually upon its own adjournment,
except that every third year the Synod shall meet as a General Assembly, and the General Synod shall
consist of 400 commissioners elected by the Presbyteries in equal numbers of Ruling Elders and
Teaching Elders. Each Presbytery shall be entitled to send at least four commissioners, two Ruling
Elders and two Teaching Elders. The remaining Commissioners shall be apportioned among the
Presbyteries by pairs in proportion to the size of their communicant church membership, seeking
balanced representation as far as possible.”

Change the present 14-2 to 14-3, and amend it to read:

“The General Assembly shall meet triennially, in coordination with and in lieu of a General Synod
meeting every third year, and shall consistofall Teaching Elders in good standing with their Presbyteries,
and Ruling Elders in the ratio of one from each congregation for each 500 members, or fraction
thereof, but not to exceed five Ruling Elder commissioners from any one congregation.”

Change the present 14-3 to 14-4 change the word “Assembly” to “Synod"”, and change the word
“Session” to “Presbytery”. The present 14-4 thru 14-7 would be numbered 14-5 thru 14-8, and the
word “Assembly” would be changed to “Synod” wherever it appears.

Amend Chapter 26-2 as follows:

Change General Assembly to General Assembly or Synod.

Add a section to 26-2: “(4) One of the votes on amendments to the Book of Church Order, either to
initiate the amendment or finally enact it, must be at a meeting of the General Assembly.”

Add to 26-5, a number (4), as follows:

(4) The power to “receive under its jurisdiction.. .other ecclesiastical bodies" as set forth in 14-7 is
reserved to the General Assembly.

In paragraph 26-6, the word Assembly shall be changed to Synod.

Change all other references to the General Assembly or Assembly in the Book of Church Order to
General Synod or Synod, such as in chapters 10, 13, 15, 34, 43, etc.

Adopted by the Presbytery of Northern Illinois, July 26, 1985.
Attest: Douglas B. Tilley, Stated Clerk

Referred to the Ad Interim Committee on General Assembly, 14-52, 24, p. 126.

Overture 11: From Eastern Carolina Presbytery
W hereas, there are many Judicial Cases that come annually to the General Assembly, and

W hereas, in many cases those directly involved in those Judicial Cases are often not present at the Assembly,

and
W hereas, it is difficult for the Judicial Commission to seek to render a decision in such a case, and
W hereas, itis unfair to the parties involved for the Commission to seek to render a decision in such cases,

Therefore, be it resolved that Eastern Carolina Presbytery overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in America that in each Judicial Case the General Assembly cite the parties involved

to appear and present their cases personally.
Motion approved at Stated Meeting, July 20, 1985.
Attest: James B. Moore. Stated Clerk
Answered in the negative, 14-52, 26, p. 126.

Overture 12: From Pacific Northwest Presbytery

Whereas recent studies have made it clear that the practice of the Presbyterian Church in America in
denying the Lord’s Supper to weaned covenant children cannot be defended from the Scripture by some of

dur church's members with our former confidence; and
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Whereas an impressive case can be made for paedocommunion which is agreeable to the Scripture and
consistent with reformed ecclesiology; and

Whereas we are a church determined that the Holy Scripture will be our authority for doctrine and practice
and not the traditions of men, however honored and well-meant; and

W hereas it would be a serious breach of a sacred principle for the Presbyterian Church in America to insist
upon conformity to a custom some of its members no longer believe to be capable of satisfactory biblical
demonstration; but

Whereas for more than four and a half centuries the reformed church has neither practiced paedocommunion
nor given careful consideration to the issue; and

Whereas it is virtually certain to require many years to achieve in our church a uniformity of conviction
regarding the place of covenant children at the Lord's Table;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Fourteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America,
meeting in Philadelphia, June 23-27, 1986, instruct the Committee on Judicial Business to prepare modifi-
cations of the Book of Church Order so as to permit |) church sessions, at their discretion, to admit baptized
children to the sacrament by right of the covenant and without regard to the procedures outlined in 57-1,
2, 4, 5; and 2) young children to be admitted to the Lord's Table without thereby incurring the obligation
of voting in congregational meetings.

Upon motion of the Presbytery, | was directed to communicate that this Overture to the Fourteenth General
Assembly received approval by the following vote of the Presbytery: For, 17; Against, 13. RE Don Robertson
asked that his dissenting vote be recorded.

Attest: Richard A. Herbert, Stated Clerk

Referred to the Ad Interim Committee on Paedocommunion, 14-52, 28, p. 127.

Overture 13: From Pacific Northwest Presbytery

Whereas some Churches are not represented at the General Assembly; and

W hereas the reasons for changes in the Book of Church Order are not published in any Presbhyterian Church
in America publication; and

Whereas the Minutes of the General Assembly have not always been distributed before Presbyteries meet
to vote on the proposed changes;

Therefore, the Presbytery of the Pacific Northwest overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to have the Stated Clerk include in the publication of the proposed changes
a brief explanation of the reasons given for these changes.

Attest: Richard A. Herbert, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 14-52, 27, p. 127.

Overture 24: From Northern lllinois Presbytery

Fathers and Brethren:

Whereas, the Presbytery of Northern Illinois voted against item #13 in the proposed amendments to the

Book of Church Order, sent down by the Thirteenth General Assembly and

W hereas, we also took action to communicate our reasons to the General Assembly, and

W hereas, we do no not object to the intent of the proposed amendment, which is to ask those uniting with

the PCA to affirm their submission to the Scriptures, and we believe it is wise to include this concept as

a part of the last membership vow rather than as a first vow.

However, we believe that the proposed vow is worded poorly, since it could be understood to imply that

submission to the government of the church is as important as submission to the Word of God, and

W hereas, we believe that a brief definition of the Word of God would be desirable in the vow. and

W hereas, we believe that it would be wise to clarify the word "study” in the present vow by changing it

to "promote,"”

Therefore, we the Presbytery of Northern Illinois respectfully overture the Fourteenth General Assembly

of the Presbyterian Church in America

1  to not adopt the proposed amendment to BCO 57-7.5 as sent down by the Thirteenth General Assembly
even if it receives sufficient support by the Presbyteries for adoption, and

2. to amend the fifth vow of church membership. BCO 57-5.5 to read as follows (the proposed changes
are underlined.)
“5. Do you submit yourselves to the authority of Scripture as the Word of God; and do you further
submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to promote its purity
and peace?" and
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3. to submit the reworded vow to the Presbyteries for their advice and consent.

Adopted by the Fourteenth Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Northern Illinois meeting in Flammond,
Indiana. January 24, 1986.

Attest: Douglas B. Tilley, Stated Clerk

Reported to the Assembly at the time of voting on the BCO amendments.
See 14-52, 29, p. 127. The amendment to BCO was not adopted.
Assembly failed to act on Items 2 and 3.

Overture 25: From Evangel Presbytery

W hereas, the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in America requires that candidates for
the ministry serve at least one year of internship prior to ordination to the ministry, and,

Whereas, said Book of Church Order - Eighth Edition printed in 1984 requires that said candidate must
be a licentiate prior to serving his internship, and.

W hereas, experience in the Presbytery of Evangel during the past five years has shown that some candidates
prior to licensure have already met some of the requirements they would normally fulfill during the period
of internship, and a repetition of the fulfillment of these requirements would serve no useful purpose, now
therefore.

Be it resolved that the Book of Church Order be amended to permit, at the discretion of the presbytery,
the intern to fulfill some of the internship requirements prior to licensure.

Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Evangel Presbytery, January 28, 1986.
Attest: Flubert C. Stewart. Stated Clerk

Answered by response to Overture 4. See 14-52, 31, p. 127.

Overture 26: From Pacific Presbytery

Whereas the Presbyterian Church in America endorsed Teaching Elders to labor out of bounds as military

chaplains, and

W hereas the Book ofChurch Order indicates that the Sacraments are to be administered under the supervision

of Session. and

Whereas military chaplains do not minister to their congregations with Ruling Elders and Sessions.

Therefore, the Pacific Presbytery respectfully overtures the 14th General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in America to amend the Book of Church Order by adding the following new paragraph 8-8:
8-8. When a Teaching Elder is endorsed by the Presbyterian Church in America and receives a
Commission from the U. S. government to minister as a military chaplain, he will be granted the
powers of an Evangelist to administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper by the
Presbytery of which he is a member. These powers of an Evangelist are limited to the Sacraments
and will continue in effect until: 1) the chaplain resigns his Commission; 2) he loses his Commission
as a result of administrative action by the government; 3) withdrawal of ecclesiastical endorsement
by the Presbyterian Church in America: or 4) retirement.

All subsequent paragraphs to be renumbered accordingly

Adopted by the Pacific Presbytery on January 25. 1986.
Attest: James E. Singleton, Stated Clerk

The matter was referred to the Committee on Judicial Business for study.
See. 14-52, 30. p. 127.

Overture 28: From Louisiana Presbytery

W 'hereas, the Book of Church Order 58-4 states that in the administration of the Lord's Supper the minister
may invite, "... all those who profess the true religion, and are communicants in good standing in any
evangelical church, to participate in the ordinance ...”. and

W hereas, the session of Southeast Presbyterian Church is in doubt as to the meaning of the phrase, "any
evangelical church”, and

W hereas, this doubt leads to practical dilemmas in the administration of the sacrament in our church.
Therefore, be it resolved that the session of Southeast Presbyterian Church requests the Presbytery of
Louisiana to overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to give direction as to the interpretation of the



52 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

phrase “any evangelical church" in relation to the following questions:

1. Is this a reference to the denomination or the particular church to which the communicant belongs?

2. Is the determination of the evangelical nature of the church to which the communicant belongs left
solely to the conscience of the communicant, or is to be determined by the session of the church
administering the sacrament?

3. If it is the responsibility of the session administering the sacrament to make said determination, what
are the guidelines that the session should use to determine the evangelical nature of the church to
which the perspective recipient belongs?

Adopted at 23rd meeting of Louisiana Presbytery, February 15, 1986.
Attest: Baker S. Smith, Stated Clerk

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 14-52, 54, p. 129.

Overture 29: From Eastern Carolina Presbytery

Ministers in good standing, present at any meeting of Presbytery, at the discretion of the Presbytery, may
be invited to sit as Visiting Brethren. It is proper for the Moderator to introduce these brethren to the
Presbytery. This provision shall also apply to the General Assembly.

Adopted at the Winter Meeting of Eastern Carolina Presbytery, January 18, 1986.
Attest: James Ballagh Moore, Stated Clerk

Found not in order, 14-52, 56, p. 129.

Overture 31: From Missouri Presbytery
Whereas BCO 14-5 allows General Assembly business to be conducted by 40 Commissioners representing
at least 7 Preshyteries; and.
W hereas, this quorum determination is tantamount to having General Assembly business conducted by a
Commission; and.
W hereas, this quorum determination fails to take into account the growth of the Denomination;
Therefore, the Presbytery of Missouri respectfully overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 23-27, 1986 that the Book of
Church Order be amended in 14-3 as follows:
in the first sentence delete “seven” and insert “1/3”, and, at the end of 14-3 add “A quorum shall
consistofat least 50 commissioners, representing 25 Ruling Elders and 25 Teaching Elders, representing
at least 1/3 of the Presbyteries." and
that the Book of Church Order be amended in 14-5 to require a quorum for annual General Assembly
meetings by deleting from BCO 14-5
“any forty" and inserting “at least 1/4”, and,
deleting “seven" and inserting “ 1/2 the."

By order of Presbytery, 17 January 1986.
Attest: Albert F. Moginot, Jr., Stated Clerk

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 14-52, 55, p. 129.

Overture 32: From James River Presbytery
W hereas the Westminster Confession states in Chapter 20, paragraph 2, “God alone is Lord of the conscience,
and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men, which are, in any thing contrary to His
Word; or beside it; if matters of faith or worship"”, and
W hereas, the Book of Church Order should conform to the Westminster Confession;
Be it resolved that the Book of Church Order be amended to conform to the Westminster Confession in
the Preface Il, (1) as follows:

"(1) God alone is Lord of the conscience, and has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of
men, which are, in anything, contrary to His Word; or beside it; if matters of faith or worship...”

Adopted at the Fall meeting of James River Presbytery. October 12, 1985.

Attest: Russell Flaxman, Stated Clerk
Michael Frazer. Moderator

Presented to the Assembly at the time ofvoting on BCO amendments. See 14-52. 15239
p. .
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Overture 37: From Ascension Presbytery

W hereas discipline is the exercise of authority given the Church by the Lord Jesus Christ to instruct and

guide its members and to promote its purity and welfare (BCO 27-11), and

Whereas its ends are. among others, the promotion of the purity and general edificationof theChurch

(BCO 27-3), and

Whereas oftentimes notices of appeal or complaint to a court are found out of order solely on the ground

of the lapse of the fifteen day filing period, and

W hereas the fifteen day filing period does not allow sufficient time for proper preparation and counsel and

may encourage rashness, and

W hereas many, if not most, of our communicant members are not well acquainted with the technical details

of the BCO. and many times with the basic rights of complaint and appeal, thusessentially depriving them

of the due process intended for them by the framers of our BCO; and

W hereas the refusal to hear the appeal or complaint solely on the reason of the lapse of such a short period

neither edifies the church, redresses the issues, nor promotes the spiritual good of the offenders, and in fact

often contributes to the frustration and ill will of those affected;

Be it resolved that the Presbytery of the Ascension overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly:

1 to amend BCO 42-4. 43-2, and 43-3 by changing the filing limit of appeals and complaints to within
sixty days, and

2. to propose some effective means whereby every person affected by disciplinary process is guaranteed
to receive an understandable statement of his rights under the BCO whether by admonishing the courts
of the church to undertake this themselves or by providing some simple, printed statement which
would so set forth the needed information.

Adopted by the Presbytery of the Ascension this eighth day of March, 1986, in session at Gospel Fellowship

Presbyterian Church, Valencia, PA.

Attest: Frank D. Moser, Stated Clerk

Adopted as amended. 14-52, 57, p. 129.

Overture 43: From Western Carolina Presbytery

Whereas. 21-4 of our Bonk of Church Order makes provision for Presbytery to omit parts of trial for
Ordination in extraordinary cases: and.

Whereas, Ordained ministers may be received by Presbytery from other denominations (13-6) following
the prescribed examination; and,

W'hereas, the reception of ordained ministers from other denominations is carried out in accordance with
21-4 of the Book of Church Order containing the reference to extraordinary cases;

Therefore, We, the Western Carolina Presbytery, overture the General Assembly to change the Book of
Church Order Chapter 21-4 by adding a clarifying sentence, to read "Ordained ministers from other
denominations being considered by presbhyteries for reception, may come under the extraordinary provisions."”

Adopted bv Western Carolina Presbytery on April 12, 1986.
Attest: Bill Laxton, Stated Clerk

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 14-52, 58, p. 130.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

Overture 3: From Northeast Presbytery
Whereas, the Lord calls His Church to minister to the hungry (Mt. 25); and
W hereas, we feel the need for guidance for this ministry in a day when the world hunger problem is
painfully conspicuous;
Therefore, the Northeast Presbytery overtures the 13th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA) to instruct the Mission to the World (MTW) and Mission to North America (MNA)
Committees, and/or Covenant Seminary and Covenant College, and/or a committee convened for this purpose
alone, to produce a study paper with practical guidelines for the instruction of PCA churches in ministry
to the hungry.
We request that the study would address the following questions:
I.  What does the Lord require of His people and of His church in ministeringto the hungry?
2 What do Old and New Testament practices suggest about what can be done at the individual,
group, and societal levels? To what degree are these practices applicable today and in what
possible re-encultrations?
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3. What practices, whether of other churches or secular agencies, have been effective in the relief
of the hungry ?

4. How can the PCA organize at the individual, particular church, and denominational levels to
implement effective ministries in this area?

Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk

See 14-43, 111, 2, p. 114

Overture 9: From Tennessee Valley Presbytery

W hereas, the mountainous topography of eastern Tennessee and western North Carolina, together with
cultural affinities common to mountain people make it logical and desirable for Newport, Tennessee to be
included in the Presbytery of the Western Carolina; and

W hereas, Tennessee Valley Presbytery has consented and agreed to the above, and as a consequence the
Presbytery ofthe Western Carolina has organized the Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Newport, Tennessee;
Therefore be it resolved that the Presbhytery of Tennessee Valley in stated meeting this 8th day of October,
1985, does hereby overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to restructure the bounds of Tennessee Valley
Presbytery and Western Carolina to include Cocke County. Tennessee in the bounds of Western Carolina
Presbytery.

Adopted at the Fall Stated Meeting of Tennessee Valley Presbytery, October 8, 1985.
Attest: Richard R. Harris, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, Ill, 17, p. 117.

Overture 10: From Oklahoma Presbytery
On October 11, 1985, in its 9th Stated Meeting, Oklahoma Presbytery unanimously agreed to petition the
1986 General Assembly to change the boundary of Oklahoma Preshytery to include all of Kansas, and to
change the name to Mid-America Presbytery.

Attest: Robert E. Hays, Stated Clerk

Referred to the proposed subcommittee on boundaries, 14-43, Ill, 20, p. 117.

Overture 1S: From Western Carolina Presbytery

Whereas, the mountainous topography of eastern Tennessee and western North Carolina, together with
cultural affinities common to mountain people make it logical and desirable for Newport, Tennessee, to be
included in the Presbytery of the Western Carolina; and

W hereas, Tennessee Valley Presbytery has consented and agreed to the above, and as a consequence the
Presbytery ofthe Western Carolina has organized the Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Newport, Tennessee;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery of the Western Carolina in stated meeting this 9th day of
November, 1985, does hereby overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to restructure the bounds of
Tennessee Valley Presbytery and Western Carolina Presbytery to include Cocke County, Tennessee, in the
bounds of Western Carolina Presbytery.

Adopted November 9, 1985
Attest: W. Donald Munson, Jr., Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, Ill, 17, p. 117.

Overture 22: From Central Carolina Presbytery

The 23rd Stated meeting of Central Carolina Presbytery respectfully requests the 14th General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in America to approve the transfer of Catawba County North Carolina from the
jurisdiction of the Western Carolina Presbytery, with the consent of both presbyteries.

Catawba County is home for a mission work begun by Central Carolina Presbytery, the New Covenant
Mission of Hickory NC. It is the opinion of the MNA Committee of this presbytery that the New Covenant
Church belongs to the Asheville-Black Mountain marketing area. Also, its culture is so dissimilar to the
Central Piedmont area of our presbytery that its interests would be better served in the Western Carolina
Presbytery.
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So, with the consent of both presbyteries and the mission church, we make this request.

Attest: Stephen O. Stout. Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, Il1l, 18, p. 117.

Overture 30: From Covenant Presbytery

W hereas, some few years ago the General Assembly determined that a vital part of church growth was

assisting new congregations by providing interest free loans to purchase land and buildings, and

Whereas, the General Assembly established the five-in-five campaign to fund the program. At this time,

it appears only about twenty percent of the goal has been reached. General Assembly statistics indicate that

the program, in a large measure, has been neglected from its inception; the neglect, we believe, is due, in
part, to the failure of vigorously promoting the program throughout the church, and

W hereas, the neglect is indicated in the following excerpt from a letter received by New Life Church from

Mr. Cecil A. Brooks. Coordinator of Church Building Programs. The letter, dated August 15, 1985, states:

"There is no record of who requests funding since only a handful actually make written requests. When

they hear there is a two-year waiting list, or longer, they do not file. We actually have applications on file

for $645,000 with about $100,000 approved but not yet funded. Your loan is one of these. Last year
$160,816 was received in gifts. Increasingly more churches are falling past due in payments and well over
six percent of the fund is in arrears.”

Therefore be it resolved, that the Session of New Life Presbyterian Church requests Covenant Presbytery

to petition the General Assembly at its 1986 meeting to consider the following:

1. That as soon as possible after January first of each year, the Coordinator of Church Building Programs
submit a copy of his annual report to the Chairman of the MNA Committee of each Presbytery, and
he. in turn, make this report a part of his committee's report to his Preshytery's meeting as soon as
possible after receiving it from the Coordinator, The report should include, but not be limited to, the
following:

a. Names and addresses of all churches that have received church loans, with the status of each in
their repayment commitment.

b. Names and addresses of all churches who have made formal applications for loans indicating
the amount requested.

c. Names and addresses of all churches who have been approved for loans indicating the amount,
but not yet funded, during the preceding year.

d. Names and addresses of all churches having been funded, including the amount, during the
preceding year.

2. That each MNA Committee of each presbhytery be designated to promote the program within its
presbytery bounds.

3. That churches within the denomination be encouraged to consider helping, financially, through the
Coordinator of Church Building Programs, needy churches, not only at large, but particular churches
within their own presbyteries.

4. That a continuous promotional program be initiated by the Coordinator. By using mail-out materials.
The PCA Messenger and other means whereby all persons in the church may become aware of the
needs of small churches, this promotional program could be conducted in an economical manner.

5. That the Genera] Assembly again consider an asking amountto be included in church budgets beginning
in 1987.

This overture is submitted that God might be glorified through this ministry.

Adopted by the Session of New Life Church, Munford, TN and by Covenant Presbytery at its 46th Stated
Meeting, March 4, 1986 in Sardis, MS.
Attest: Paul O. Honomichl, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended, 14-43, IlI, 24, p. 118.

Overture 33: From Western Carolina Presbytery

We overture the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church in America to (redraw) change the boundaries
of Western and Central Carolina Presbyteries by excluding Catawba County from Central Carolina Presbytery
and placing it in the bounds of Western Carolina Presbytery.

Adopted at the meeting of Western Carolina Presbytery on March 15, 1986.
Attest: William P. Laxton, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, Ill, 18, p. 117.
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Overture 36: From Delmarva Presbytery

W hereas, Acts 6:1-6 establishes the nature, duties and objects of the office of deacon, [that is, a spiritual
and perpetual office (v. 3), which cares for physical needs (v. 1), ofthe disciples (emphasis added throughout)
(v. 1], which establishment, as it is part of the law of God for the rule of His church, ought not to be
added to nor subtracted from (WCF 1.6), and;

W hereas, BCO 7-2 states that, "The office of Deacon is not one of rule, but rather of service both to the
physical and spiritual needs of the people, and;

Whereas, BCO 901states that, "The office of Deacon . expresses also the communion of saints...,” and;
Whereas, WCF 25.2 states that the "visible Church...is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house
and family of God...”, and;

Whereas, WCF 26.1 states that “all saints...being united to one another in love ... are obliged to the

performance of such duties...as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward man," and;
W hereas, WCF 26.2 states that this duty of "relieving each other in outward things..." is to be “extended
(as God offereth opportunity)unto all those who. inevery place, call upon the name ofthe LordJesus."” and;
Whereas, WCF 26.3 states that this ministry cannot "take away, or infringe the title or propriety which
each man hath in his own goods and possessions," and;
Whereas, WCF 25.3 states that “the ministry, oracles and ordinances of God" are given to the visible
church "for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of the world and;
Whereas, this ministry is fitted to the estate in which the objects of this ministry find themselves, such
that the rule and discipline of the church extends only to those who have united with the church, and not
those outside (I Cor. 5:12). and;
Whereas, by parity of reasoning, the diaconate, (a spiritual ministry to the physical needs of the saints,
sensibly expressing the communion of saints), is obviously not fitted to those outside the discipline of the
visible church, and;
W hereas, when BCO 9-2 states that the duty of the diaconate is to “minister to ... any who may be in
distress"” the scope of this term is clearly limited by the reasoning above, particularly with reference to BCO
7-2 and 9-1, as referring any of the people, any of the saints, and;
W hereas, this understanding of the scope of the office of deacon has a long and respected history within
our Reformed and Presbyterian tradition, and;
W hereas, this understanding of the scope of the office of deacon was specifically affirmed by the spiritual
forefathers of the PCA in the Old School General Assembly of 1833:
In answer to the first inquiry, “what are the nature and duties of the office of deacon?” we reply -
The answer we conceive to be explicitly given in our form of Government, chap. 6. Their duties there
are plainly made to consist in distributing the charities of the church to which they belong, to the
poor of the church. Over charities, collected for any other purpose than those specified, their office
gives them no control ...” (MGA, 1833, p. 404-405),
and;
Whereas, although "all synods or councils...may err...," the PCA has never undertaken a comprehensive
study of this subject which would justify a departure from the received wisdom of our forefathers, and;
W hereas, the paper "Biblical Guidelines for Mercy Ministry in the PCA" prepared by Dr. Tim Keller for
the MNA committee and for the general guidance of members, congregations, and presbyteries within the
PCA, has been proposed for approval by the General Assembly (MGA, 1985, p. 255), and;
W hereas, the 13th General Assembly referred this paper to the MNA Committee for review, to be reported
to the Fourteenth General Assembly (MGA, 1985, p 113), and;
W hereas, this paper, in the form presented to the Thirteenth General Assembly, argues that the scope of
the ministry of the diaabnal office (as compared to general Christian benevolence) essentially includes
meeting the physical needs of the poor of the world (see especially Sections V., VII.C., & VIII), and;
W hereas, in so doing the above cited paper adds duties to the discharge of the office of deacon, which
duties are nowhere found in the Constitution of our Church and which duties are by implication contrary
to the Constitution of our church, and;
Whereas, the adoption of the paper in the form presented to the 13th General Assembly would thus function
so as to amend the Constitution of our Church in a most unconstitutional manner, resulting in manifest
inconsistencies and confusions in the Constitution of the Church;
Therefore, the Delmarva Presbytery respectfully overtures the 14th General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America, that “Guidelines for Mercy Ministry in the PCA” by Dr. Tim Keller, as reviewed and
reported by the MNA Committee pursuant to the instructions of the Thirteenth General Assembly, be referred
to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business for its consideration as to the paper's conformity to the
constitution of the PCA (Rules of Assembly Operation, 7-6, 7-7); and that further consideration of the
substance of this matter be postponed until such time as the Assembly is willing to undertake a full and
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detailed Biblical and Historical study of the nature and duties of the office of deacon.

Adopted at the 15th Stated Meeting of Delmarva Presbytery, February 8, 1986.

1643 —

1644—

1645 —

Attest: Thomas G. Webb, Stated Clerk

APPENDIX

Debates ofthe Westminster Divines concerning whetheror not the office of Deacon is perpetual:
1. Those opposed to the perpetuity of the office argued on the grounds that their Biblical duty
was occasional, i.e., that there might not be poor in a particular congregation: “[Mr. Palmer
speaking] 3. That there are many congregations, where is no necessity of it; for they wantpoor.”

This argument was answered by noting that though a particular congregation may not have poor,
other congregations would, and thus the need for office: [Mr. Wilson speaking “That though there
be not poor at home, yet must they flow out to other churches. (Journal of the Assembly of Divines,
p. 86).

2. Those opposed to the perpetuity of office argued that the care of the poor was a law of nature,
and thus would not be regulated by positive institution (office).

Those in favor of perpetuity argued that the law of nature was directed to mankind in general,
whereas the office of deacon was for those who belong to Christ: [Mr. Goodwin speaking] “2.
The poor in a church require more provision than the law of nature dictates; for, 1. Nature provides
for them as men, but they are also to be considered as members of Christ.” (Journal of the Assembly
of Divines, p. 87).

3. A further argument against the perpetuity of the office was that it was the duty of the civil
magistrate to take care for the poor generally, and thus there is no need for a perpetual office in
the church.

This argument was answered by arguing that it was more consistent with the nature of Christ's
church and the fellowship of believers that their be officers particularly assigned for the care of
the poor of the church: [Mr. Palmer speaking (?)] “4. It is more consonant to Scripture and Christ’s
institution, that the case of his poor members should be committed rather to officers of their own
than others, yea though the magistrate be Christian.” (Journal ofthe Assembly of Divines, p. 88)

Thus on both sides of the question, there was essential agreement that the office of deacon was
to he directed to the poor of the church.

Samuel Rutherford, Scottish commissioner to the Westminster Assembly, Due RightofPresbyteries.

Deacons have charge of “a treasure of the peoples Evangelike free-will offering for the necessity
of the saints." (p. 162)

The Form of Presbyterial Church-Govemment...

“Pastors.” “The pastor is an...officer in the church...First, it belongs to his office, ...To take care
of the poor." The scripture proofs offered for this proposition specify who the poor in question
are: “the brethren (Acts 11:29)"; “needy among them (Acts 4:34)"; “the disciples” (Acts 6:1); “the
saints" (I Cor. 16:1); “the brethren” (Gal. 2:10, cf. Acts 11:29).

In the discussions concerning this particular duty, the Divines recognized its close relation to the
office of the deacon, and thus the scope of the duty likewise applies: [Mr. Goodwin speaking] “1
If there be no deacon, the pastor hath the power of the deacon. 2. If the deacon neglect, he may
reprove. 3. He may do it himself; yet may the deacon distribute the alms without the pastor, for
that he is the office of Christ, and not of the Pastor.” (Journal of the Divines, p. 47).

“"Deacons." "The scripture doth hold out deacons as distinct officers in the church ... to take special
care in distributing to the necessities of the poor." The proof given for this duty is Acts 6:1-4,
which text specifies the poor of the body of disciples, not the poor of Jerusalem generally.

"Of the Ordinances in a particular congregation."” “The ordinances in a single congregation are,
. collection made for the poor ...” See below.

“Of Particular Congregations.” “It is lawful and expedient that there be fixed congregations ...
for the better administration of such ordinances as belong unto them ... because they who dwell
together, being bound to all kind of moral duties one to another, have the better opportunity thereby
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to discharge them..." A proof offered for this last clause is Deut. 15:7, 11, wherein the Israelites
are commanded to care for their poor brethren. This provides additional evidence that the Divines
understood the official administration of the ordinance with respect to the poor by pastors and
deacons to be directed to the poor of the congregation.

"Of the Officers of a particular Congregation.” “For officers in a single congregation ... it is
requisite that there be others to take care for the relief of the poor.” The proof text cited here is
Acts 6:2-3, which text, as noted above, specifies that the business over which the deacons are to
be appointed is the business of caring for the poor among the disciples.

James Fergusson, Scottish Presbyterian, commenting on Phil. 11 in his Exposition of the Epistle

of Paul to the Philippians

1689 —

1887 —

As the Lord Christ hath appointed some office-bearers in his house for the oversight of the souls
of his people ... so he hath appointed others to take inspection of their bodily necessities...who
are here called "deacons." (p. 284).

John Owen, English Independent, in The True Nature ofa Gospel Church

This office of deacons is an office of service, which gives not any authority or power in the rule
of the church; but being an office, it gives authority with respect unto the special work of it, under
a general notion of authority; that is, a right to attend unto it in a peculiar manner, and to perform
the things that belong thereunto. But this right is confined unto the particular church whereunto
they do belong. Of the members of that church are they to make their collections, and unto the
members of that church are they to administer. Extraordinary collections from or for other churches
are to be made and disposed by the elders, Acts xi.30. (Works, vol. 16, p. 147).

D. Douglas Bannerman, Scottish Presbhyterian, commenting on Acts 6 in his The Scripture Doctrine

of the Church ...

1892 —

The general scope of the office thus created is pretty clearly defined by the words employed in
this passage ... it seems plain that the functions now assigned to the seven related to the care of
the poor and needy within the Church ... To serve tables in the apostolic Church meant to concern
oneself about the daily temporal wants of the household of faith, the brotherhood of the disciples
of Jesus, (p. 416).

T.E. Peck, Southern Presbyterian, in his Notes on Ecclesiology.

“...this communion (of saints] is most impressively exhibited in two ordinances, both of which
are emphatically denominated by the word communion, to wit: the Lord's supper and contributions
... This view of contributions ... This view of contributions accounts for the importance ascribed
to them in both Testaments. They are the tokens ... of the reality of the communion of the saints
... [1]n relieving each other in outward things according to their several abilities and necessities

. the communion of saints was first and most conspicuously exhibited in the primitive church;
and it was in connection with this form that the deacons first appeared ... The prime aspect, then,
of the office of deacon is that of a representative of the communion of saints. The word may be
and is preached where there are no saints, and therefore no communion: it is conceivable also that
ruling elders may exercise their authority in a dead church; but deacons have nothing to do, except
in a church which has life enough to show itself in a ministry to the saints." (pp. 206-208).

See 14-43, 11, 2, p. 114.

Overture 38: From Korean Eastern Presbytery
W hereas the General Assembly has seen fit to authorize the organization of the Korean Eastern Presbytery,

and

W hereas the number of Korean churches in Korean presbyteries has increased from 9 to 39 during the last
five years, and

W hereas our members have found that the distances to be traveled to attend presbhytery creates great
difficulties resulting in too few meetings and difficulty of oversight of the churches, and

W hereas the distances have made it very difficult for ruling elders to attend presbytery;

Therefore, the Korean Eastern Presbytery respectfully overtures the 14th General Assembly to divide the
Korean Eastern Presbytery establishing three presbyteries:

1

Korean Eastern Presbytery
Pennsylvania Rhode Island
New lJersey New Hampshire
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Metropolitan Wilmington, DE Massachusetts
New York Vermont
Connecticut Maine

A Korean Central Presbytery

Ohio Kansas
Michigan North Dakota
Indiana Nebraska
Ilinois lowa
Missouri W isconsin
Arkansas Minnesota

South Dakota
A Korean South Presbytery

Maryland North Carolina
Washington D.C. South Carolina
West Virginia Mississippi
Virginia Alabama
Delaware (except Wilmington) Georgia
Tennessee Florida

Furthermore, the Korean Eastern Presbytery reports that provisional presbyteries have been organized as
follows:
Korean Eastern Presbytery

Moderator TE Inho H. Koh
Stated Clerk TE HyunJo Hwang
Recording Clerk TE SamSang-Il Park
Treasurer RE UkSoon Kim
MTW/Mcmbership Chm TE SamSang-U Park
MNA Chairman TE ChiSoon Park
CE/P Chairman TE Yoo-Kwang Akn
Korean Central Presbytery
Moderator TE Chong Wan Lee
Stated Clerk TE Changlae Kim
Recording Clerk TE ChangJae Kim
Treasurer RE Sung-Man Kim
Membership TE ChulChoo Yun
Korean South Presbytery
Moderator TE Dae Hoon Im
Stated Clerk TE Taek Yong Kim
Recording Clerk TE Byung Hi Park
Treasurer TE Duk SooYun
MNA Chairman TE Jong Soo Rim
CE/P Chairman TE Won Sang Lee
Membership Chairman TE Sam Suh

Voted on the 13th of February. 1986 during the stated meeting of our presbytery.
Attest: . Henry Koh, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended, 14-43, 111, 21, p. 117.

Overture 39: From Philadelphia Presbytery
Whereas, God in His grace and goodness has chosen to bless the Philadelphia Presbytery of the PCA so
that it has grown nicely to be of good size both in membership of local congregations and also in number
of churches, and
W hereas, there is some difference between the needs and orientation of churches ministering in the city
of Philadelphia and its suburbs and those ministering in a more rural context, and
W hereas, We have good hope that dividing will give us increased vision to reach our areas with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, be it resolved that the Philadelphia Presbytery of the PCA meeting on March 14, 1986, in
Philadelphia respectfully overtures the Fourteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
to divide our presbytery into two. This division would take place on January 1, 1987.

The new western presbytery would be known as the Susquehanna Valley Presbytery. Its territory would
include the following counties of Pennsylvania: Centre. Union, Northumberland, Montour, Columbia,



60 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Schuylkill, Berks. Lebanon. Dauphin, Snyder, Juniata. Perry, Cumberland, Mifflin, Huntindon. Fulton,
Franklin, Adams, York, Lancaster, and all that part of Chester County west of a line going south on Route.
41, Route. 796, and Route 896.

The new eastern presbytery would be known as the Philadelphia Presbytery. It territory would include
the following counties of Pennsylvania: Philadelphia, Bucks, Northampton, Lehigh, Montgomery, Delaware,
and all that part of Chester County east of a line going south on Route 41, Route 796, and Route 896.

It is agreed by both Presbyteries that if the Orthodox Presbyterian Church decides to join and be received
by the PCA, and if the OPC Philadelphia Presbytery so desires, the territories of both Presbyteries will be
expanded to include all of eastern Pennsylvania. This would add Potter, Tioga, Bradford, Sullivan, Lycoming,
Clinton, and Cameron counties to the Susquehanna Valley Presbytery. Carbon, Monroe, Pike, Wayne,
Susquehanna, Wyoming, Lackawanna, and Luzerne counties would be added to the Philadelphia Presbytery.

Adopted at the March 14-15. 1986 meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery.
Attest: lain Crichton, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, Ill, 19, p. 117.

Overture 44: From Western Carolina Presbytery
We request (overture) the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to redraw the boundaries
ofCentral and Western Carolina Presbytery so as to include Catawba County in Western Carolina Presbytery.

Approved March 15, 1986.
Attest: Bill Laxton, Stated Clerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, 111, 18, p. 117.

Overture 45: From Central Georgia

Whereas PCA churches and presbyteries sometimes find opportunity given of the Lord to plant new churches
in neighboring towns that lie outside the formal bounds of their presbytery, and

Whereas formal presbytery boundaries do not always allow or promote fellowship among those of like
cultural/geographical heritage, and

Whereas Central Georgia and North Georgia have found the allowance of cross over preshytery membership
by works established in border counties to be both healthy for the presbytery' and encouraging to those in
certain new works, and

Whereas the 13th General Assembly did approve the cross over membership of a border county church of
North Georgia into Central Georgia Presbytery with no subsequent difficulties being manifest, and

W hereas presbyteries will sometimes have population centers that cross presbytery boundaries.

Be it therefore resolved that the 14th General Assembly of the PCA adopt the following guidelines:

1. That any church/mission/fellowship in a county forming a presbytery boundary has the privilege,
by majority vote at a duly called meeting, of electing to seek membership in the presbytery
immediately adjacent.

2. That both presbyteries be notified of the prospect of any change in membership and the date of
meeting to consider that membership.

3. That both presbyteries be invited to send a representative to observe such a meeting.

4. That at such meeting the presbytery representative of each presbytery would have the privilege
of addressing the meeting prior to the vote being taken.
5. That any change in membership be reported as information to the next stated General Assembly.

Adopted at the stated meeting of Central Georgia Presbytery on April 8, 1986 at St. Marys, GA.
Attest: Donald D. Comer, Stated Clerk

Referred to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries, 14-43, HI, 22,
p. 117.

Overture 50: From Pacific Northwest Presbytery

W hereas Presbyteries are currently mandated for church planting within their own bounds; and

W hereas Mission to North America is currently mandated to plant churches in areas out-of-bounds: and
W hereas this procedure does not take into account the unique nature of the development of church planting
in the Western United States and Canada; and

Whereas Western thinking is regional in nature and not bounded by Presbytery lines;
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Therefore, we move to overture the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America to change
the charter of Mission to North America to include the following:
Areas out of bounds in the United States and Canada shall be divided into regions and related to the
appropriate Presbytery or Presbyteries for the purpose of regional development. Within these regions
Mission to North America will initiate adevelopment plan in cooperation with the appropriate Preshytery
or Presbyteries.

Passed by the Presbytery of the Pacific Northwest, meeting at Green Lake Presbyterian Church in Seattle,
W ashington, on 25-26 April 1986.

Attest: Richard A. Herbert, Stated Clerk

Referred to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries, 14-43, 111, 23,
p. 118.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO THE WORLD

Overture 3: From Northeast Presbytery
Whereas, the Lord calls His Church to minister to the hungry (Mt. 25); and
Whereas, we feel the need for guidance for this ministry in a day when the world hunger problem is
painfully conspicuous;
Therefore, the Northeast Presbytery overtures the 13th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA) to instruct the Mission to the World (MTW) and Mission to North America (MNA)
Committees, and/or Covenant Seminary and Covenant College, and/ora committee convened for this purpose
alone, to produce a study paper with practical guidelines for the instruction of PCA churches in ministry
to the hungry.

We request that the study would address the following questions:

1. What does the Lord require of His people and of His church in ministering to the hungry?

2. What do Old and New Testament practices suggest about what can be done at the individual,
group, and societal levels? To what degree are these practices applicable today and in what
possible re-encultrations?

3. What practices, whether of other churches or secular agencies, have been effective in the relief
of the hungry?

4. How can the PCA organize at the individual, particular church, and denominational levels to
implement effective ministries in this area?

Attest: Philip J. Adams, Stated Clerk

Handled under the report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North
America, 14-43, Ill, 2, p. 114.

Overture 18: From Westminster Presbytery

W hereas, in the past Mission to the World has presented the General Assembly with cooperative agreements
that have raised questions regarding questions regarding the doctrinal positions held by the seconding
agencies involved; and

Whereas, some of these cooperative agreements have already been accepted by MTW, and missionaries
placed on the field, by the time that General Assembly is held; and

Whereas, the General Assembly has yet taken such necessary steps;

Therefore be it resolved that the General Assembly adopt the following policy in regard to cooperative
agreements between MTW and seconding agencies:

(1) That beginning with the adoption of this resolution the doctrinal statements of all seconding agencies
with whom MTW shall seek to form a cooperative agreement shall be submitted to the General Assembly’s
Theological Examining Committee for their determination of the consistency of those doctrinal statements
without confessional standards.

(2) That the Theological Examining Committee report its findings and recommendations to the Mission to
the World Committee, and that these same findings be included with MTW's recommendations to the
General Assembly with regard to action on receiving or rejecting such cooperative agreements.

(3) That missionaries seconded to other agencies not be sent to the field until such time as their cooperative
agreements be approved by the General Assembly.

(4) That such cooperative agreements as have already been made remain in effect until such time as they
come up for renewal, at which time they shall be subject to the same procedure of submission to the
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Theological Examining Committee and action by the General Assembly for their renewal to occur.

Adopted at the Winter Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery, January 18, 1986.
Attest: Larry E. Ball, Stated Clerk

See 14-62, HI, 16, p. 144.

Overture 34: From Delmarva Presbytery

Whereas a letter addressed to the Rev. Vaughn Hathaway, stated clerk of the Grace Presbytery and signed

by Mr. Tom Eckblad. personnel coordinator of the South America Mission, states that: "All of our church

associations practice baptism by immersion in an outdoor body of water such as a lake or river. The churches

practice a dedication of children without a baptism.” and:

Whereas, a letter received by the Rev. Henry L. Smith, stated clerk of Southeast Alabama Presbytery,

signed by Mr. Dave Zehr, personnel director of the Greater Europe Mission, states: “The church that is

established by the missionaries of the Greater Europe Mission will practice believers' baptism only. In our

church planting practices are where we have been more specific and are quite baptistic." and;

W hereas, a letter received by the Rev. William Rose and signed by David G. Hornbcrger, Director of

U.S. Ministries of the Africa Inland Mission Internationals, states: “The African leadership, at present,

practices believer's baptism using immersion as their mode for the baptism. They also practice a dedication

service for infants rather than baptism. If missionaries requested to assist they are expected to comply with

the policy of the Church." and;

Whereas, those missionaries seconded to both the SAM, GEM and AIM agencies, even in a support role,

are making some contribution to the establishment of Baptist churches on their respective fields, and;

Whereas, the resources of the PCA can be used to establish either Presbyterian churches or Baptist churches,

and;

Whereas, the PCA isdedicated to the establishment of Presbyterian churches both at home and abroad, and;

W hereas, the resources of the PCA are not sufficient for our own mission committees, MTW and MNA,

to take full advantage of the opportunities and challenges that present themselves at home and abroad to

establish Presbyterian churches and presbyteries;

Therefore, be it resolved by the General Assembly that Mission to the World be instructed as follows:

1. That no further personnel are to be sent under written agreements with SAM, GEM, or AIM;

2. That this policy apply to other mission agencies whose policy is discovered to be the establishment
of Baptist churches;

3. That before additional agreements are entered into, the General Assembly be assured by MTW, after
very careful examination, that a mission agency is not establishing Baptist churches but Reformed
and Presbyterian churches.

Adopted at the Stated Meeting of Delmarva Presbytery, November 12. 1985.
Attest: Thomas G. Webb. Stated Clerk

Sent back toDelmarxaforfurther study and documentation, 14-62, 111, 14, p. 143.

Overture 53: From Ascension Presbytery

Whereas many of the PCA's mission field units already have their own constitutions; and

W hereas these constitutions by which the missions operate are formulated by the members of the particular
field units since they are the ones most knowledgeable of the situations in which they serve; and

W hereas final approval of the constitutions must be made by the MTW committee; and

W hereas the General Assembly has given the MTW committee approval to change the mission handbook
portion of the Missions Manual and Handbook without General Assembly approval; and

W hereas handbook changes can and do occur which conflict with already approved constitutions; and

W hereas such action, in effect, gives the MTW committee the authority to virtually rewrite the missions’
constitutions for them without their knowledge, input, or assent; and

W hereas such action is in violation of Presbyterian principles of polity and current MTW policy (Handbook
6.02.1 11] C) which allows for self-determination among the fields inasmuch as they may write and operate
under the authority of their own field constitutions;

Be it therefore resolved that any mission that finds its approved constitution in conflict with handbook
changes be exempt from such changes unless they are approved by the General Assembly.

Adopted by the Presbytery of the Ascension this third day of May, 1986, in session at the Providence
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Presbyterian Church, McKees Rocks, PA
Attest: Frank D. Moser, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 14-62, Ill, 13, p. 143.

Overture 54: From Philadelphia Presbytery
Whereas, it has recently come to our attention that it is the policy of The Greater Europe Mission to
establish only Baptist Churches regardless of who the missionaries are who work toward the establishment

of such churches, and

W hereas, Mission to the World assigns missionaries to work under and for The Greater Europe Mission, and
Whereas, we firmly believe our PCA missionaries should be working to present Reformed doctrine and
the establishment of Preshyterian churches,

We therefore overture the Fourteenth General Assembly to direct the Mission to the World to move as
rapidly as possible toward a policy of no longer assigning missionaries to work under cooperative contracts
except under very unusual circumstances that specialize in special skills such as translation work.

Adopted at the May 9-10 stated meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery.
Attest: lain Crichton, Stated Clerk

Answered in the negative, 14-62, Ill, 15, p. 144.

C. BUSINESS CARRIED OVER FROM PREVIOUS GENERAL ASSEMBLIES

TO THE COMMITTEE OK COMMISSIONERS ON BILLS AND OVERTURES
13-3, p. 41

Overture 38: From the Presbytery of North Texas
W hereas, the Rules of Discipline as contained in the Book of Church Order, have within them several
items that create significant difficulty in their consistent and scriptural application to specific cases of
discipline;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery of North Texas respectfully overture the 13th General
Assembly, meeting the third week of June in St. Louis, Missouri, to erect a study committee to:
1 Annotate the Rules of Discipline to show their relationship to scripture;
2. Further annotate the Rules of Discipline to show their relationship to the W estminster Standards;
3. Clarify terminology that isambiguous and without formal definition (i.e. 29-4 “few", “notorious”;
34-8 “considerable time"); and to
4. Complete a directory of precedents from decided cases of discipline within the Presbyterian
Church in America, its heritage, and/or sister reformed denomination.
Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of the North Texas Presbhytery, April 27. 1985.

Answered in the negative, 14-85, Ill, 7, p. 188.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON ADMINISTRATION

11-36, 11, 54, p. 101

That the Eleventh General Assembly direct the COA to establish guidelines for a working relationship
and due process between Covenant College and Covenant Theological Seminary and the courts of the
PCA. The study should be done in consultation with the boards of Covenant College and Covenant
Theological Seminary.

See 14-74, 111, 34, p. 172.

13-73, 111, 17, p. 137

That the General Assembly continue its assignment to COA of Recommendation 54 from Judicial
Business carried over from the llth General Assembly (regarding the relationship between Covenant
College and Covenant Seminary and the courts of the PCA).
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“54. That the Eleventh General Assembly direct the COA to establish guidelines for a working
relationship and due process between Covenant College and Covenant Theological Seminary and
the courts of the PCA. The study should be done in consultation with the Boards of Covenant
College and Covenant Theological Seminary." {MIIGA, 11-36. Ill, 54, p. 101)

See 14-74, 1l, 34, p. 172.
11-30, 111, 18, p. 81

In response to Resolution #4 carried over from the Tenth General Assembly, the following two
recommendations are made:
A. That the General Assembly direct the COA to develop a distinctive emblem for seals,
banners, and logo in accord with the following principles:
1. Continue the direction set by the First General Assembly to have a uniform and
distinctive designation for the denomination, its committees, agencies, and churches.
2. Express the unity of the denomination in public relations, correspondence, road signs,
etc.
3. Respect the confessional position that no representation of deity shall be made.
4. Permittheconcurrentuse of aspecific logo for the permanent committees and agencies.

Tabled, 14-74, 111, 13, p. 171.
13-73, 111, 19, p. 137

That the proposed PCA logo be sent to the presbyteries for their suggestions and advice, which should
then be sent to the COA for presentation at the Fourteenth General Assembly.

Tabled, 14-74, 11, 13, p. 171
13-73, 111, 35, p. 139

That the “Rules for Assembly Operations” be amended by the replacing of Chapter X as follows:
10-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be requested each year to make a specific subscrip-
tion donation to assist in defraying the expenses of the General Assembly. Such donation shall cover
the registration fee for one representative. All other commissioners shall make a similar donation or
pay an equal registration fee. A copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will be sent to the donors and
those paying the registration fee without additional charges. Churches are expected to make this annual
donation, whether or not they send a commissioner to the Assembly. The General Assembly shall set
the subscription donation or registration fee for the next General Assembly.

10-2 The expenses of the Permanent Committees and Boards in attendance at the Assembly shall
be borne by respective Committees and Boards.

10-3 Theexpenses ofthe Recording Clerks of the General Assembly shall be borne by the Assembly.
10-4 All other expenses of the General Assembly in excess of the income by and for the General
Assembly shall be divided equally among the Permanent Committees and Agencies.

See 14-74, 111, 39, A, p. 172

13-73, 111, 39, p. 140

That the Assembly extend the work of the Ad Hoc Salary Study Committee of COA to the 14th
General Assembly in order to provide additional guidelines for salaries at all levels for the Committee
staffs along with initial personnel policy manual to be presented to the 1986 General Assembly.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly due to lack of time, 14-74, llI,
39, B, p. 172.

13-49, 111, 17, p. 115

That recommendation 18 (See Appendix J, p. 225) be divided into parts a and b.

a. That the Assembly thank God for the continuation and development of the Five Million Fund
and that our people and churches be urged to participate so that many congregations without
buildings of their own may be properly housed.
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b. (1) That the Committee on Mission to North America be authorized to establish and the Board
of Directors of the PCA be authorized to form and implement a separate RBF (Revolving Building
Fund) operating as a trust. Said trust shall receive monies and make loans for the primary purpose
of church building construction.

Until further authorization by the General Assembly of the PCA the trust fund shall solicit
such monies only from members, member churches, presbyteries, agencies, or committees of
the PCA.

At the time of "joining and receiving” RPCES had inexistence several 501 (C) (3) corporation
(tax-exempt corporations recognized by the IRS.) These corporations were preserved and remain
under the jurisdiction of the Committee on Administration.

(2) That one of these corporations be considered as the vehicle for this trust, if possible.

This trust shall be a civil legal entity separate from the existing PCA Corporation (a civil
Delaware Corp.).

This trust may pledge the assets of the trust fund but shall have no authority to pledge or
encumber any of the assets of the PCA, it committees, or agencies.

(3) This “trust fund" shall be authorized to make loans to churches and/or presbyteries of the
PCA, for the construction or remodeling of buildings and equipment or the purchase of land.
The trust fund shall be authorized to secure such loans by mortgages from the borrowers.

This trust may pay interest on monies received and charge interest on loans made.

The initial trustees of this trust shall be appointed by the Board of Directors of the PCA
upon recommendation of the Committee on MNA. Thereafter, the trustees shall be elected by
the General Assembly of the PCA.

The trust shall report annually through the General Assembly's Committee on Administra-
tion.

The trust shall make loans to only those borrowers who have prior recommendation and
approval of the Committee on MNA of the General Assembly, and trustees of the fund.

This trust shall adopt no policy or take any action which in any manner conflicts with the
right of the local congregation to own and control itsown properties in accordance with BCO 25.

(4) The trust shall develop a policy manual which must be submitted for approval atthe 14thGA.

See 14-74, HI, 39, C, p. 172.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND
PUBLICATIONS

12-36, 111, 17, p. 106

That a denominational ad-hoc committee to study the communications policy of the PCA be appointed
and that the committee be comprised of: four members at large (to be selected by the four coordinators);
one advisory member from each program staff and two members from each of the four permanent
committees. The committee will recommend denominational policies and procedures in such areas as
publications, a communication office and training in communication.

See 14-67, 111, 4, 5, p. 146.

13-30, IlI, 15, p. 87
That the report of the Ad Hoc Communications Committee be presented to the Fourteenth General
Assembly.
See 14-67, IlI, 4, 5, p. 146.
12-36, 111, 18, p. 106

That because the PCA continues to grow nationally and internationally and because it is important to
keep our mission before the world; that the General Assembly allow the CE/P Committee and the
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to develop a plan to establish a denominational news office and
that a report of the progress be made to the 13th General Assembly.

See 14-67, 111, 6, p. 146.
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13-30, I, 16, p. 87

Thatconsideration of an official PCA news office be presented to the Fourteenth General Assembly.

See 14-67, 111, 6, p. 146.

13-65, 111, 5, p. 133

To adopt this personal resolution as follows:
W hereas, the Scripture calls us as the people of God to be holy as God is holy (I Peter 1:15-16), and
condemns all sexual activity outside of marriage (Galatians 5:19), and
W hereas, the spread of pornographic literature and film is great throughout our land, with child
pornography as the fastest growing, and
W hereas, the pornographic industry is an estimated eight billion dollar operation annually and a
stronghold of organized crime, and
W hereas, social scientists have shown the connection between pornography and violent sexual crimes,
and
W hereas, pornography exploits women and children and contributes to the breakdown ofthe family, and
W hereas, pornography is a result of growing secular humanism in our land, and
W hereas, pornography is an issue of the sanctity of human life along with the unborn and the elderly, and
Whereas, we as Christians must stand against the Evil One who is behind pornography (Ephesians
6:10-13),
Be it resolved the Thirteenth General Assembly of the PCA:
1. Directs CE/P to designate official representation to the Third National Consultation on Obscenity,
Pornography and Indecency in Cincinnati in September, 1985.
2. Encourages CE/P to include the issue of pornography and its effects on our culture among its
educational concerns.
3. Requests CE/P to include in their report to the Fourteenth General Assembly their actions on
this issue over the preceding year.
4. Urges the members of the churches of our denomination to be involved in various efforts of
fighting pronography in our land.

See 14-67, Ill, 7, p. 146.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

12-31, 111, 11, p. 103

That Overture 58, (p. 44) be answered in the affirmative and that the Permanent Committee on
Interchurch Relations study the NAE with the intention to decide in 1985 whether the PCA should
seek membership in that body.

See 14-38, 111, 7, p. 110.

13-44, 111, 5, p. 97

That the General Assembly grant the Committee on Interchurch Relations an additional year to study
the matter of membership in the NAE (Grounds: Recommendation 2 of the Permanent Committee’s
report. Appendix H, p. 236).

See 14-38, Ill, 7, p. 110.

13-44, 111, 7, p. 97

That it be the policy of the PCA to continue exchanging fraternal delegates with our sister churches
in NAPARC, that we exchange fraternal correspondence with those bodies outside North America
that the General Assembly shall determine, and that the Committee on Interchurch Relations shall
recommend church bodies to be placed on this correspondence list after consulting the Committee on
Mission to the World and/or PCA missionaries in those countries where the bodies are located.

See 14-38, IlI, 12, p. 111.
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TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS
13-3, p. 44

Overture 3: From the Presbytery of St. Louis (Missouri)

W hereas, there are truths with respect to which men of good character and principles may differ (Preface

to the Book of Church Order Il, 5); and

W hereas, the Presbytery is the court of jurisdiction of the minister;

Therefore, be it resolved that the following change to the BCO by addition be adopted by the Twelfth

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, meeting in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, June 18-22,

1984, for submission to its Presbhyteries:

Change BCO 13-7 by the addition of a second paragraph as follows;
If a Minister should differ in some part with the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church
while subscribing to them, he shall enter his difference(s) with his subscription, and shall have his
standing as a Minister of this denomination subject to the judgement of Presbytery, as the court of
original jurisdiction, the lower courts being subject to the review and control of the higher courts in
regular gradation (BCO 11-4).

Adopted at the Stated Meeting on April 27-28, 1984 in St. Louis, Missouri.

Attest: Albert F. Moginot, Jr., Stated Clerk

See 14-52, 33, p. 127.
13-45, 111, 25, p. 105

That Overture 3 (p. 44) from Missouri Presbytery be answered by reference to the action of the
Assembly on Recommendation 21. The overture is referred to the Committee on Judicial Business.

See 14-52, 33, p. 127.
13-3, p. 45

Overture 7: From the Presbytery of the Ascension

W hereas, there is good historical precedent in the adopting act of the Directory for Worship in 1729, for

receiving the Directory as strongly recommended as being the mind of the church and consistent with

biblical principles of worship; and

W hereas, the Directory was received by the RPCES as giving “guidelines for further amplification in the

use o f’ biblical principles of worship, and not as giving binding rules for worship in things not spelled out

by our Confession; and

W hereas, the Third General Assembly ofthe PCA in 1975, wisely prefaces the Directory with this statement:
The Directory for Worship is an approved guide and should be taken seriously as the mind of the
Church agreeable to the Standards. However, it does not have the force of law and is not to be
considered obligatory in all it parts; and

W hereas, the Ninth General Assembly of the PCA departed from the manner of adopting the Directory

agreed upon by the Third General Assembly and made constitutionally binding certain worship practices

set out in BCO 56,57,58, without a careful enough consideration of their practical implications, such as,

the necessity of covering the elements of the Lord’s Supper and having the minister set them apart by

prayer; using wine and having the congregation seated for the distribution of the Supper; and mandating

for all churches a complete baptismal liturgy, and that only for infants; and

Whereas, the Reformed regulative principle of worship does not allow us to bind all of our churches to

worship practices unless the Scriptures teach and require those practices of us; and

W hereas, some of the practices mandated in BCO 56-58 ought to be left to the pastoral oversight of the

church Session rather than made matters of constitutional law;

Therefore, be it resolved that we, the St. Louis Presbytery, do respectfully overture the Twelfth General

Assembly of the PCA to return BCO 56-58 to their original status as being an approved guide to be taken

seriously as the mind of the church, but not having the force of law nor being considered obligatory in all

their parts; and

Be It Also Resolved, that we overture the Twelfth General Assembly to appoint a committee to revise

certain portions of BCO 56-58, such as those listed above.

A motion to concur in this overture from St. Louis Presbytery was adopted by the Presbytery of the Ascension

at its May 4-5, 1984, Stated Meeting.

Attest: Frank D. Moser, Stated Clerk
See 14-52, 34, p. 127.
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13-45, 111, 13, p. 104

That the Committee on Judicial Business be instructed to rewrite the Directory for Worship (in
consultation with learned consultants from the church at large) and to report back to the Fifteenth
General Assembly.

See 14-52, 34, p. 127.
13-3, pp. 48-50

Overture 23: From the Presbytery of New Jersey

W hereas, it is the responsibility of Presbyteries to guard the sacred office of teaching elder so that it not
be degraded by weak and or unworthy men through the process of examination of candidates for the ministry
at the time of licensure and ordination; and

W hereas, the present licensure examination in chapter 19 of BCO includes, in addition to candidates for
the ministry, "ruling elders, a minister from some other denomination or some other man...for the purpose
of regularly providing the preaching of the Word..." and therefore this examination is designed to be very
broad and basic in its scope and intensity; and

Whereas, ordination examination in chapter 21 of BCO is heavily weighted as the primary and careful
examination for the qualifying of teaching elders for ordination; and

Whereas, Presbyteries may feel undo pressure to approve a weak ordination examination in the light of it
being accompanied by a call to a particular ministry-often that ministry dependent upon the soon arrival of
the candidate being called-and therefore sensitive not to embarrass or threaten the future ministry of either
the calling body or the man being called; and

W hereas, the present licensure and ordination examinations do not include the important areas of apologetics,
specific knowledge and appreciation of the Westminster Standards, church history in general and that of
the PCA in specific as related to American Presbyterianism; and

W hereas, there appears to be a logical inconsistency within the present BCO in which a "basic” examination
in licensure may be substituted for a "more careful” ordination in the same area; and

Whereas, a more rigorous and detailed licensure examination specifically designed for the candidate for
teaching elder would give the Preshytery sufficient time and better direction of the candidate (especially
during his intern program) toward fulfilling the qualifications for this office which the Presbytery is required
to protect for the purity of the church;

Therefore, the Presbytery of New Jersey respectfully overtures the Thirteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America to revise the BCO 19-1, 19-2, 19-3 and 21-4 as follows:

1. Amend BCO 19-1 by deleting the words in the second sentence, "a candidate for the ministry"
and by adding after the words, “and passing”, the following phrase, “a non-candidate". The new
sentence would read: "A ruling elder, a minister from some other denomination, or some other
man may be licensed for the purpose of regularly providing the preaching of the Word upon his
giving satisfaction to the Presbytery of his gifts and passing a non-candidate licensure examina-
tion."

2. Amend 19-2 by adding to the title, the words, “non-candidate.” The title would then read.
"Examination for Non-Candidate Licensure."

3. Renumber BCO. the old 19-3 as 19-4. the old 19-4 as 19-5. the old 19-5 as 19-6, the old 19-6
as 19-7, the old 19-7 as 19-8, the old 19-8 as 19-9, the old 19-9 as 19-10, the old 19-10 as
19-11, the old 19-11 as 19-12, the old 19-12 as 19-13, the old 19-13 as 19-14, the old 19-14
as 19-15, the old 19-15 as 19-16.

4.  Add to BCO a new 19-3, "Examinations for Licensure of Candidates for the Ministry.”

A. Acandidate for licensure shall have finished his four year college courses and at least two
years of his seminary course, or equivalent thereof, with reference to 21-4. He shall have
maintained due progress in his spiritual growth and pursuit for the ministry: such as candidates
under care of a presbytery are expected to do for a sufficient time that the presbhytery shall
be assured of his progress.

B. The candidate for licensure shall be examined by the presbytery in English Bible, Systematic
Theology, Practical Theology, including Inspiration of the Scripture, knowledge and appreci-
ation of the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, church history, and in the
original languages of the Scriptures, except that the examination in the languages of the
Scripture may by waived upon presentation of a transcript showing that creditable work
has been done in these subjects. The presbytery shall take account, in its examination, of
the fact that the candidate is being licensed for a probationary period, will be serving an
internship, and may not have completed his seminary training.
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C. In order to make trial of his talents, to explain and vindicate, and practically to enforce
the doctrines of the Gospel, the presbytery shall further require that the candidate for
licensure prepare (1) a sermon, which the presbytery may ask be delivered in its presence,
(2) an essay on a theological theme, and (3) written exegesis of the original Hebrew and/or
Greek text of a passage(s) of Scripture.

No presbytery shall omit any of these parts of examination except in extraordinary
cases; and whenever a presbytery shall omit any of these parts, it shall always make a
record of the reasons therefore, and of the trial parts omitted.
5. Amend BCO 21-4 by deleting all that follows "... the Assembly's approved curriculum" (the
first paragraph after line three), and adding the following:

“The examination or ordination shall include any or all of the matters covered in the examination

of a candidate for licensure, at the discretion of the presbytery, or the previous examination for

licensure, in whole or in part, may be accepted by the presbytery as covering the corresponding
portions of the examination for ordination.

The examination for ordination shall include examinations in systematic theology, church
sacraments, apologetics. Book of Church Order and history of American Presbyterianism with
particular reference to this denomination. The presbytery shall make certain in its examination
that the candidate shall be able to subscribe to the system of doctrine as contained in the
Westminster Confession and Larger and Shorter Catechisms.

No presbytery shall omit any of these parts of trial for ordination except in extraordinary
cases, and then only with three/fourths approval of presbytery Whenever a presbytery shall omit
any of these parts, it shall always make a record of the reasons for such omissions and of the
trial parts omitted.

The presbytery being fully satisfied of his qualifications for the sacred office, shall appoint
a day for his ordination, which ought, if practicable to be in the church of which he is to be the
pastor.

Attest: James A. Smith, Stated Clerk

See 14-52, 36, p. 127.

13-45, 111, 21, p. 105

That the General Assembly direct the Committee on Judicial Business to develop unified language
for licentiates and ordinands to record scruples to our Standards to be presented to the Fourteenth
General Assembly.

See 14-52, 33, p. 127.

13-45, 111, 22, p. 105

That the General Assembly find the response of Central Carolina Presbytery to the exception to its
1983 Minutes referred to the Committee on Judicial Business not satisfactory.

Grounds: BCO 45-4 limits the right to protest to those who had a right to vote in the case. Since
Central Carolina Presbytery was a party to the case, all of its members were excluded from voting
(SCO 13-11).

See 14-52, 3, p. 123.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

13-49. 1Il, 11, p. 113

That the Assembly refer the "Guidelines for Mercy in the PCA" prepared by TE Timothy Keller for
the MNA Committee to the MNA Committee for review and reporting to the Fourteenth General
Assembly.

Received as information, 14-43, 1H, 2 a (1), p. 114
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13-49, 111, 22, p. 115

In the light of MNA permanent committee minutes 6-84, Para. 7; 9-84, Para. 18, 9-84, Para. 37; and
9-84, Para. 22 the Assembly requests the MNA permanent committee to make a study of the salary
levels of pastors and organizing pastors and report to the Fourteenth General Assembly its guidelines
used for setting the salaries of organizing pastors.

See 14-43, 111, 6, p. 115.
13-49, 111, 24, p. 115

That the Newport, Tennessee Church be allowed to belong to Western Carolinas Presbytery, and that
the presbyteries be respectfully requested to consider a change in their boundaries and to indicate what
the new boundary should be.

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, Ill, 17, p. 117.
13-65, 111, 3, p. 132

That Overture 34 be adopted as amended.

Whereas, Canada contains a growing number of PCA churches, formerly of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church Evangelical Synod affiliation; and

Whereas, Canada is a great mission field in which church planting does and will occupy a high priority
in the life of our church; and

W hereas, Canadians do not and will not consider themselves to be "Americans;" and

Whereas, the name "Presbyterian Church in America" says to most Canadians, “this is not a Canadian
church — it is foreign;" and

Whereas, Canadian PCA churches arc striving to build a foundation for the development of a strong national
Reformed and Evangelical Presbyterian church in this land; and

Whereas, this same name "Presbyterian Church in America” has already proved to be a stumbling block
for publicizing, promoting and planting Evangelical and Reformed Presbyterian churches in Canada; and
W hereas, during the course of the talks preceding the Joining and Receiving of the RPC.ES both Canadians
and prominent Americans of the RPC.ES urged the PCA to consider the name "Presbhyterian Church in
North America " for the sake of the Canadian brethren; and

Whereas, it was apparently deemed unfeasible to institute such a change in the PCA name at that time;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly refer the concerns stated in this overture
to the Permanent Committee on MNA to meet with representatives of the Presbyteries of the Canadian
churches in the next year and bring a recommendation to the Fourteenth General Assembly.

See 14-43, 111, 7, p. 115.
TO THE COMMITTEE OF COMMISSIONERS ON THE PCA FOUNDATION
13-33, 11, 7, p. 92

That the method of funding the PCA Foundation be revised along the following lines:

A. In fiscal years when there are no funds distributed by the PCA Foundation, the Foundation will
be supported by the seven agencies in the same proportion their General Assembly approved
budgets bear to the total General Assembly budget.

B. In fiscal years in which distribution are made, take the total distributions and get a distribution
percentage for each agency. Apply the percentage figure to the Foundation support budget.
Deduct the resulting amounts from the distribution amounts to cover the Foundation's expenses.
No agency would pay more than 25dc of its distribution toward foundation expenses. If there
are remaining expenses, they would be paid by the seven agencies in proportion to the General
Assembly budget percentage from A above. When agency payments, apart from distribution
payments, have created a surplus for that fiscal year, that surplus would be credited back to the
appropriate agencies.

C. In a fiscal year in which one or two agencies received large distributions and the other agencies
received nothing, so that all Foundation expenses were covered by those distributions, the other
agencies would pay nothing or be given credit for payment, as appropriate.

See 14-46. 1IlI, S, p. 121.
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TO THE COMMITTEE ON REVIEW AND CONTROL

13-76, HI, B, 2h

North Georgia: No action has been taken to remedy the exceptions found by the Eleventh General
Assembly, nor was there any response provided to the exception noted at M12GA 12-97, IIl, A, 23
b (3), regarding establishment of a 3/4 vote to waive ordination requirements.

See 14-88. 111 B. 3, p. 209.

13-76, 111, B, 3, p. 162

Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following Presbyteries for single failures to respond
toexceptions noted against them (BCO 40-1), that they may respond by the next General Assembly:

a.
b.

New River—exceptions noted at MI2GA 12-97. Ill, A, 21 b.
Northern Illinois—exceptions noted by the Eleventh General Assembly.

See 14-88, Il1I. B. 1. p. 209.

13-76, HI, B, 4, p. 162

Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following Preshyteries for multiple failures either to
submit minutes or to respond to exceptions found by previous General Assemblies, and instruct those
Presbyteries as follows:

a.

That the Presbyteries cited shall forward to the Committee on Judicial Business their unsubmitted
minutes and their responses to the exceptions cited by the Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth
General Assemblies prior to January 1, 1986 for its recommendation to the Fourteenth General
Assembly. The Committee on Judicial Business will examine the minutes or responses at its
next stated meeting. Only if the Committee on Judicial Business recommendation is that the
General Assembly find the minutes or responses substantially acceptable shall the following
citation to appear be voided.
That any Presbytery which fails to respond in accordance with Instruction (a) be cited to appear
to show what it has done and to show cause why they should not be dissolved as presbyteries
of the PCA. This hearing, if forthcoming, shall be docketed as a special order in the opening
session of the Fourteenth General Assembly.
(Grounds: It is both the right and the duty of the General Assembly to review the records of the
presbyteries \BCO 40-1]. This authority to conduct review is coupled with a right to control;
when serious irregularities are discovered, the General Assembly may “require [their] review'
and correction” by the presbytery |[BCO 40-3]. Preshyteries are in fact required both to rectify
the exceptions noted in their minutes and to report back to the following assembly ]JRAO 9-13-6],
Failure to rectify the irregularities pointed out by the Assembly amounts to contumacy against
the Assembly, and lower courts are subject to discipline and censure in the same way as are
individuals [BCO 40-6]. The exclusion of a presbytery which has repeatedly failed to submit its
records or acted to rectify them is analogous to the suspension without further process of an
individual who has repeatedly failed to respond to citations to appear before a church court [BCO
33-2], The exclusion sanction proposed accords with historical precedent. In the past neglect of
exceptions taken to minutes was deemed to be “disorderly” conduct. Action of the 1848 General
Assembly described in Baird's Digest of General Assembly Actions [1856] at p. 120. A synod
was censured for its failure to correct errors previously censured by the General Assembly 11792
Assembly, found in Baird's at pp. 122-123]. A presbytery refusing to surrender it records was
found disorderly and dissolved [1836 Assembly, found in Baird's at p. 696].)

The presbyteries subject to this recommendation are the following:

a. Korean Eastern (no minutes submitted to the Twelfth or Thirteenth General Assemblies).
(Korean language minutes are being translated.)
b. North Texas (having reviewed the final minutes of the undivided Texas Preshytery, North

Texas has indicated itself to be the successor presbhytery; Texas Preshytery gave no responses
to exceptions noted by the Eleventh and Twelfth General Assemblies).

See 14-88. Ill, B. 1, p. 209.
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TO THE AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE ON BAPTISM
13-23, 5, p. 85

That the first part of the report of the "Study Committee on Questions Relating to the Validity of
Certain Baptisms," both the majority and minority portions, presented to the Twelfth General Assembly,
be printed in the 1986 Handbook and be voted on by the Fourteenth General Assembly.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly. See 14-36, p. 107.
TO THE CHURCH/STATE SUB COMMITTEE
12-90, 111, 22, p. 187

The Committee on Administration recommends that the General Assembly determine that it is the
policy of the Presbyterian Church in America that the churches and presbyteries should not intentionally
violate the law of the land unless loyalty to God absolutely demands it. If the church or presbytery
has scruples against compliance with the law, and if it complies, it should comply under protest and
use the legal remedies available, and that the question of church/state relations particularly with
reference to the taxation of the church be referred to the General Assembly with the request that a
study committee of appropriate theological and legal expertise be appointed by the Committee on
Administration.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-73, 111, 40, p. 140

That the Church/State Study Committee of COA which has been appointed and which has been working
throughout this year be permitted to continue in order to complete its study and to report at the 1986
General Assembly.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-3, p. 38

Overture 16: From the Presbytery of Missouri
Whereas, in the sight of God an unborn child is recognized as a person and is entitled to life and protection
of that life (Ps. 139:14-16, Luke 1:15, Ex. 20:13); and
W hereas, the sin of abortion (that is, murder) continues at the evil rate of 1.500,000 per year; and
W hereas, Christians are called to be salt and light in their society; defending theinnocent, theweak, and
the orphan (Prov. 24:11, Mk 12:40, Is. 1:16-20, Ex. 22:22, Mic. 6:8); and
Whereas, since the judicial “legislation” of Roe vs. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973), the righttolife has not
been guaranteed in the United States of America for the unborn; and
W hereas, we recognize that we are required to submit to the governing authorities (Rom. 13:1, | Pet. 2; 13,
Tit. 3:1); and
W hereas, we also recognize believers differ as to their responsibility to protect helpless human beings; and
Whereas, we also recognize we may disobey civil authorities when necessary so that we may obey God
(cf. Acts 4:19, 5:32):
Therefore, be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, June 17-21, 1985:

A.l. Recommend to the Churches concrete ways to heighten the importance of the pro-life movement

in our Churches.

2. Publicize the ministries of Bethany Christian Services, Protestants for Life, Clergy for Life,

Christian Action Council and other pro-life groups, in churches and Presbyteries.
And, Therefore, be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly:
B.I. Erectacommittee to produce a study paper outlining the history and theology ofcivil disobedience.
This paper should also include exegesis of significant Biblical passages. The study shall focus
on civil disobedience as it applies to the abortion issue.

2. Counsel the Churches in the area of civil disobedience, especially as regards the abortion issue.
Specifically: should members be urged to engage in civil disobedience?-should churches discipline
those who have engaged in civil disobedience?

3. This committee is to report at the Fourteenth General Assembly.
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Adopted at the Winter Meeting of Missouri Presbytery on January 18-19, 1985 to be communicated to the
General Assembly Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, June 17-21. 1985.

Attest: Albert F. Moginot, Jr., Stated Clerk

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-65, 111, 1, p. 132

That Overture 16 be referred to the Church/State Subcommittee established by the Twelfth General
Assembly to study and report back to the Fourteenth General Assembly.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-3, p. 42

Overture 24: From the Presbytery of Oklahoma

W hereas, the Preshyterian Church in America is listed as a corporation whose registered office is in the
city of Dover, Delaware; and

W hereas, a corporation is considered to be under the jurisdiction of a state; and

W hereas, the church of Jesus Christ is under no jurisdiction of human government;

Therefore, be it resolved that Oklahoma Presbytery respectfully overture the Thirteenth General Assembly
to form a committee to consider the theological implications of the Presbyterian Church in America's
remaining incorporated, and to report back to the Fourteenth General Assembly with appropriate recommen-
dations.

Adopted at the Seventh Stated Meeting of the Oklahoma Presbytery, October 12. 1984.

Attest: Craig Weaver, Stated Clerk

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-73, 11, 31, p. 139

That Overture #24 be answered by referring it to the Church/State Study Committee established by
the Twelfth General Assembly for study and to report back to the Fourteenth General Assembly.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
TO THE AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY
11-30, 111, 31, p. 82

"That the General Assembly appoint a committee to study and to report to the next General Assembly

with the following responsibility:

1. To investigate the possibility of having a "General"GeneralAssembly  each fifthyear;

2. That the evening service of that particular Assembly beconducted in alarge local arena;

3. That each congregation bring ten percent of its membership to this special "General” Genera]
Assembly;

4. That the Genera] Assembly's business be kept to a minimum, with day sessions only."”

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly; see 14-37, p. 107.
12-90, III, 1, p. 183 1.

l. That the Moderator appoint a six man Ad-Interim Committee to evaluate and make its recommendations
to the Thirteenth General Assembly as to:
a. The functions and coordination of the four Permanant Committees, the Office of the Stated
Clerk, and the other General Assembly Committees.with the exception ofany Ad-Hoc Committee.
b.  The structure or organization of the denomination.
¢. Judicial Business procedure and structure.
The expense of this Ad-Interim Committee shall be paid by the Committee on Administration.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly; see 14-37, p. 107.
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12-10, B, p. 51

Overture 20: From the Presbytery of Evangel

W hereas, the number of Teaching Elders in the denomination attached to active churchesis only sixty-two
percent of the total number of Teaching Elders in the denomination; and

W hereas, the principal of parity of the Eldership embraced at the birth of thedenomination has, for all
intents and purposes, been abandoned, and the proportion of Teaching Elders to Ruling Elders attending
the General Assembly has become extremely disproportionate; and.

W hereas, this present trend within the General Assembly is producing discouragement, lack of participation
and increased disinterest in the financial support of the work of the General Assembly which, if continued,
will produce additional unrest and divisiveness;

Therefore, Evangel Preshytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to amend Section 14-2 BCO by
substituting for the whole the following:

“14-2. The Genera] Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment, and shall consist of all Teaching Elders in good standing with their Presbyteries, as hereinafter
provided, and Ruling Elders in the ratio of one from each congregation for each 500 members, or fraction
thereof, but not to exceed five Ruling Elder commissioners from any one congregation. Teaching Elders
attached to a congregation must be accompanied by at least one Ruling Elder commissioner from such
congregation in order to qualify as a commissioner to General Assembly. Each Presbytery of the General
Assembly shall be permitted to send Teaching Elders who are not attached to a congregation as commissioners
to the General Assembly, provided, however, such additional Teaching Elder commissioners shall not
exceed twenty-five per cent of the total number of such unattached Teaching Elders in good standing with
such Preshytery.”

Attest: Hubert C. Stewart, Stated Clerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
12-10, B, p. 51

Overture 22: From the Presbytery of Western Carolina

Whereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America as presently constituted bears the
potential of a gathering of some 2,500 commissioners; and

W hereas, the work ofa deliberative body is more efficient and productive when itisofa manageable size; and

W hereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by each Presbytery will reduce the cost of otherwise
large and expensive gatherings; and

W hereas, we are called and committed to responsible stewardship in our oversight of God's people; and

Whereas, a limited number of commissioners elected by a Presbytery shall bring forth the selection of
those best qualified to serve;

Now Therefore, be it resolved, that the Presbytery of Western Carolina overture the General Assembly
to re-draft Chapter 14-2 of the Book of Church Order to provide for a delegated General Assembly.

Attest: W. Donald Munson. Jr., Stated Clerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
12-10, B, p. 51

Overture 27: From the Presbytery of Delmarva
W hereas, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America is now potentially composed of
voting delegates from each and every particular church, as well as teaching elders serving in other fields, and
W hereas, teaching elders outnumbered ruling elders at the 1983 meeting of the General Assembly, and
Whereas, it is deemed necessary for the effective ministry of our denomination that the highest court be
smaller, and
W hereas, it is considered that the logical way to accomplish a streamlined assembly is through delegating
voting members and insuring equal representation by both teaching and ruling elders.
Therefore, the Delmarva Presbytery overtures the 12th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America to approve a change to representative Genera] Assemblies, and
Further, that the following amendments to the Book of Church Order be adopted, considering the second
contingent upon acceptance of the first.
(1) That the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended by substituting for the whole:
"14-2 The General Assembly, which is a permanent court shall meet at least annually upon its
own adjournment. The total number of commissioners shall be 600. There shall be an equal number
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of teaching and ruling elder commissioners. Each Presbytery shall be entitled to two teaching elder
commissioners and two ruling elder commissioners. The remaining commissioners shall be alloted to
the presbyteries based on the proportion of the total number of communicant members of the denomi-
nation. Each presbytery's allotment shall be equally divided between teaching and ruling elders. The
Assembly's Committee on Administration shall make the allotment to each presbytery within 60 days
after each regular annual meeting of General Assembly, based on the last annual statistical report of
communicant membership. Each presbytery shall develop its own method of selecting its allotted
commissioners, providing an equal number of teaching and ruling elders are chosen. Presbyteries shall
select alternates for each of the four commissioners to which they may be entitled. Each Presbytery
shall select its commissioners and notify the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly at least 120 days
prior to the beginning of the next stated meeting of the General Assembly. All teaching and ruling
elders in the denomination shall be eligible to attend the General Assembly as observers. Such observers
may attend all meetings of the Committees of Commissioners and all sessions of the General Assembly,
except for those closed by rules of the assembly or by parliamentary order."
(2) That the Book of Church Order 10-6, be amended by substituting the following for the whole:
"10-6 The General Assembly shall pay all or a portion of the expenses of its commissioners
according to the rules set annually by its Committee on Administration. The expenses of teaching and
ruling elders occasioned by their attendance at presbytery shall be defrayed by the bodies they respec-
tively represent. Local churches are encouraged to pay the expenses of their observers to General
Assembly in order that they may receive instruction, information, and inspiration regarding the work
of the denomination "

Attest: Thomas G. Webb, Stated Clerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
12-10, B, p. 59

Overture 48: From the Presbytery of Central Georgia
Whereas, the number of Elders attending the General Assembly has increased substantially and to such an
extentand manner that the General Assembly isbecoming too large for meaningful and orderly discussion: and
W hereas, the vast majority of the Elders attending General Assembly and discussing and voting on issues
are Teaching Elders a large proportion of whom are not attached to particular churches in the Preshyterian
Church in America; and
Whereas, a fundamental principal of the Presbyterian Church in America is representative government with
equal representation on the higher courts between Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders,
Therefore, Central Georgia Presbytery overtures the Twelfth General Assembly to amend Section 14-2 of
BCO as follows:
That the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended by substituting for the whole:

"14-2 The General Assembly, which is a permanent court shall meet at least annually upon its own

adjournment. The total number of commissioners shall be . There shall be an equal number of
Teaching and Ruling Elder commissioners. Each Preshytery shall be entitled to Teaching Elder
commissioners and Ruling Elder commissioners. The remaining commissioners shall be alotted

to the presbyteries based on the proportion of the total number of communicant members of the
denomination. Each presbytery's allotment shall be equally divided between Teaching and Ruling
Elders. The Assembly's Committee on Administration shall make the allotment to each preshytery
within 60 days after each regular annual meeting of General Assembly, based on the last annual
statistical report of communicant membership. Each presbytery shall develop its own method of
selecting its alloted commissioners, assuring a reasonable plan of rotation among all eligible Ruling
Elders and Teaching Elders and providing an equal number of Teaching and Ruling Elders are chosen.
Presbyteries shall select alternates for each of the commissioners to which they are basically
entitled. Each Presbytery shall select its commissioners and notify the Stated Clerk of the General
Assembly at least days prior to the beginning of the next stated meeting of the General Assembly.
All Teaching and Ruling Elders in the denomination shall be eligible to attend the General Assembly
as observers. Such observers may attend all meetings of the Committees of <'ommissioners and all
sessions of the General Assembly, except for those closed by rules of the assembly or by parliamentary
order "

Attested: Donald D. Comer. Stated Clerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
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12-10. B. p. 60

Overture 51: From the Presbytery of Westminster

Westminster Presbytery overtures the General Assembly to proceed toward the amendment of the Book of

Church Order as follows:

1. That BCO 14-2 be amended to read. "The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet
at least annually upon its own adjournment and shall consist of all teaching elders and ruling elders
representing their respective presbyteries. The number of commissioners each presbytery is entitled
to send shall be equal to the total number of particular churches in that presbytery as of January 1st
of that year. In the event that there be an odd number of churches in the presbytery, one additional
may be sent. Of those commissioners entitled to attend from a particular presbytery, half shall be
teaching elders and half shall be ruling elders. (Not all those entitled will necessarily attend.) The
method for selecting commissioners shall be left to the discretion of each presbytery.”

2. That BCO 10-6 be amended to read, “The expenses of ruling teaching elders in their attendance at
General Assembly shall ordinarily be defrayed by the church or institution with which the commissioner
is associated.”

Adopted at the Spring Stated Meeting of Westminster Presbytery on April 14, 1984.

Attest: Larry E. Ball. Stated Clerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
13-57, p. 120

TE Rodney I. King, Chairman of the Committee on Judicial Business Committee, reported for the
Committee beginning with prayer. The Assembly voted to receive this response to the constitutional inquiry:

Response to the Report of the Ad-Interim Committee on General Assembly Structure.

A. The proposed new procedure ofJudiciul Process.

The new procedure raises the constitutional question whether the General Assembly can properly
commit matters to a commission, which commission's actions are the actions of the court without the
option of veto by the court [WCF XXXL3). The PCA, in its formation, consciously avoided this
procedure.

On the other hand, the new process, allows:
a) appeal to a General Assembly regional judicial commission;
b) appeal to and review by the General Assembly's Permanent Judicial Commission;
c) control bv General Assembly through the nomination and election procedure which is
similar to the control currently exercised over trustees of agencies in the PCA (eg.GA
Bylaws IV Section 1-2-d).
Recommendation:

That the General Assembly refer the matter back to the Ad-Interim Committee, that the church at
large respond to the committee before January 1. 1986. and that the committee report to the Fourteenth
General Assembly.
B The Proposal for a Representative General Assembly

The Committee on Judicial Business finds no constitutional irregularities with the proposal of the
Ad-Interim Committee.

Rei ommendation:

That the Assembly find the proposal in order.

RE W. Jack Williamson continued the Ad Interim Committee's report A period of general questioning
from the floor was followed by the Assembly moving into a committee of the whole. Straw votes were
taken indicating 1) overwhelming support for the concept of a representative assembly and 2) a smaller
majority of support for the plan presented by the Ad Interim Committee. The Assembly then moved out of
(he committee of the whole. Mr Chewning returned to the chair, and by common consent the Assembly
proceeded to the following votes:

Recommendations:

I.  That the advice of the Committee on Judicial Business regarding Constitutional Inquiry 11 (Appendix
I. I.C. 1, p. 246) from the Ad-Interim Committee be ratified: that the proposed amendments touching
both judicial process and representative assembly (Appendix P. p. 313) be referred back to the
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Ad-Interim Committee; and that it be noted that the proposal of the Ad-Interim Committee’s report
marks a radical departure from the original tenets of the Presbyterian Church in America.
(Clerk's note: By this action the Assembly adopted A and B above.)

2. That the Ad-Interim Committee be continued for an additional year to report to the Fourteenth General
Assembly, that the Stated Clerk add to the Ad Interim Committee four additional members who have
some differences with the report and who would bring other perspectives to the Committee, and that
all future recommendations of the Committee be communicated to the presbyteries at least 90 days
before the next General Assembly.

See 14-37, p. 107.

13-3, p. 41

Overture 4: From the Presbytery of the Ascension

We respectfully overture the General Assembly to restructure the General Assembly meetings so that there
would be two levels for consideration of Assembly’s business, a first level for careful deliberations of
particular matters and a second level to ratify the recommendations of the first level. We would propose
that this be accomplished in the following ways.

1. Enlarge the committees of commissioners (CofC’s) to become the deliberative level of the
Assembly, so that preshyteries would elect an equal number of ruling elders and teaching elders
as follows to the CofC’s:

a. preshyteries under 2,000 members-one representative on each CofC on a paired schedule
to balance teaching elder and ruling elder representation;

b. presbyteries from 2,000 to 6,000 members-two representatives on each CofC, one teaching
elder and one ruling elder:

c. preshyteries over 6,000 members-four representatives on each ConfC, two each of teaching
elders and ruling elders.

2. The ratification level of the Assembly would be constituted as is now provided in the Book of
Church Order, including those who are on the committees of commissioners, and would have
the responsibility to ratify the recommendations of the CofCs. Without the ratification of the
General Assembly, recommendations would not be the position of the Church. The broad General
Assembly would have the options of:

a adopting the recommendations of theCofC;

b. turning down the recommendations;

c. returning the matter to the CofC;

d. amending the recommendation on a3/4 majority of the registered commissioners

3. The meeting schedule for the General Assembly would be changed so that general sessions would
begin at 1:00 p.m. daily, leaving the mornings free for CofC’s meetings, judicial commission
meetings, and other meetings.

4. Presbyteries would be required to elect an equal number of ruling elders and teaching elders to
serve on the CofC’s. All other rules for selection of CofC’s would remain the same, including
the rules for open meetings in the Assembly's Rules, 8-5.

5. The number of CofC’s could be reduced, or the membership could be lower than suggested
above, provided an equal number of ruling elders and teaching elders make up the CofC's and
provision is made for continuity of representation from the presbyteries. We believe that this
approach will provide the forum for full debate of the issues by a representative body as well
as the full participation by all of the churches in the PCA in the final ratification process.

Adopted by the Presbytery of the Ascension at its May 4-5. 1984, stated meeting.

Attest: Frank D. Moser. Stated Clerk

See 14-37. p. 107.
13-45, 111, 26, p. 105

That Overture 4 (p.41) from the Presbytery of the Ascension be referred to the appropriate committee
for study if the Ad Interim Committee's recommendation on a representative assembly is not adopted
by this assembly.

See 14-37. p. 107.
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13-73, 111, 29, p. 139

That Overture #4 be referred as information to the Interim Commiittee already considering this matter.

See 14-37, p. 107.
13-3, p. 46

Overture 14: From the Presbytery of Covenant
W hereas, the Preshyterian Church in America needs to provide parity of representation between Ruling
Elders and Teaching Elders at General Assembly; and
Whereas, Commissioners attending General Assembly need to be limited so that attendance will be smaller
and hence more truly deliberative;
Therefore, Covenant Preshytery overtures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
to amend Par. 14-2 of the Book of Church Order by substituting the following for the present Par. 14-2:
The General Assembly, which isa permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own adjournment.
Each church with a membership of 50 to 499 shall submit to Presbytery on or before January 31 of each
year the names of a Commissioner and alternate to represent the church at the forthcoming General Assembly.
Churches having 500 or more members shall submit names of Commissioners and alternates for each full
500 members on or before the same date. Churches with a membership of 49 or less shall be paired by
Presbytery with each church in a pair providing a Commissioner in alternate years. Such commissioner and
alternate shall be submitted to Presbytery on or before January 31 of each year.
Upon receipt of the names of the Ruling Elders and alternates, Presbytery shall designate an equal
number of Teaching Elders at the Spring Presbytery meeting. Presbytery would determine the method of
selection of its Commissioners whether through a rotational system orthrough an election process each year.

Attest: Paul Honomichl. Stated Clerk
See 14-31, 2, p. 106.

13-45, 111, 34, p. 106

That Overture 14 (p. 46) from Covenant Presbytery be referred to the proper committee if the Ad
Interim Committee's recommendations on a representative assembly are not approved by this assembly.

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
13-3, p. 50

Overture 29: From the Presbytery of Covenant
The Presbytery of Covenant overtures that the Book of Church Order 14-2 be amended as follows:

The General Assembly, which is a permanent court, shall meet at least annually upon its own
adjournment, and shall consist of Ruling and Teaching Elders from the various Sessions and Presbyteries
of the Denomination as set forth below.

1. Each congregation shall be represented by one Teaching Elder or Ruling Elder; this shall be
alternated year by year between Teaching and Ruling Elders;

2. Any congregation having more than 500 members shall have an additional Ruling Elder for each
500 members or fraction thereof, but not to exceed 3 Commissioners

3. Any congregation not having a Teaching Elder may send a Ruling Elder;

4. Any Presbytery having a church or churches within its bounds having more than 500 members
shall select a number of Teaching Elders in addition to those selected above in an equal number
to the total additional Ruling Elders selected in that Presbytery in accordance with Paragraph 2
above;

5. Any Presbytery having congregations with no Teaching Elder shall select one Teaching Elder
for every two Ruling Elders selected in Paragraph 3 above;

6. Each Presbytery shall establish a rotations system for the churches within its bounds to ensure
an equal amount of Teaching and Ruling Elder Commissioners for that Preshytery;

7. Each Presbytery shall be authorized to choose one additional Teaching or Ruling Elder from
within the bounds of the Presbytery to ensure an equal number of Teaching and Ruling Elder
Commissioners from the Presbytery;

8. All Commissioners shall be chosen and their names and addresses submitted by the Presbytery
to the Stated Clerk of the Denomination at least two months prior to the date of each General
Assembly;
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9. The expenses of each Commissioner should be borne by his home church, if that church is a
member of the Denomination.

Attest: Paul S. Honomichl, Stated Clerk
See 14-31, 2, p. 106.

13-45, 111, 38, p. 106

That Overture 29 (p. 50) be referred to the proper committee for study if the Ad Interim committee’s
recommendations on a representative assembly are not approved by this assembly.

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
TO THE AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE ON HEROIC MEASURES
12-10, 11, B, p. 42

Overture 37: From the Presbytery of Illiana

W hereas, medical/technological advancements have made possible the unprecedented prolongation of life
through “heroic" measures; and

W hereas, our modem American society presents conflicting views on the value of human life; and

W hereas, Scripture clearly places the power of life and death in our Lord’s hands and therefore makes life
and death a spiritual-theological issue; and

W hereas, great financial, social, emotional, mental, and spiritual pressures are brought to bear upon families
of patients undergoing such “heroic” measures:

Therefore, be it resolved that the Illiana Presbytery overture the Twelfth General Assembly to establish
a committee to study such questions as “What constitutes heroic measures?,” “At what point do modem
medical approaches attempt to usurp the life/death authority of God?,” “When may Christians properly
refuse heroic attempts to prolong life?,” and to provide helpful Scriptural insight and direction for families
finding themselves in this dilemma.

Attest: Thomas Waldecker, Stated Clerk

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107.
12-31, 111, 5, p. 102

That Overture 37, be answered in the affirmative and that such a study include Dr. C. Everett Koop
if possible.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107.
TO THE AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY MASONRY
13-65, 111, 4, p. 133

W hereas, several denominations such as the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the Reformed Preshyterian
Church, the Christian Reformed Church, and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod have all officially declared
Freemasonry as completely incompatible with Christianity and.

W hereas, these denominations have noted that Freemasonry denies many historic Christian doctrines such
as the inerrancy and sole sufficiency of the Bible, the Biblical view of God's attributes, the existence of
the Christian Trinity, salvation by grace alone through Jesus Christ, the deity of Jesus Christ, the Biblical
teaching of a man’s sinful nature, the personal existence of Satan, and

W hereas, Masonry teaches the universal brotherhood of man and that all mankind will be saved eventually,
that a man is saved by his own works, and that it (Masonry) also is the one immutable religion upon which
all of mankind’s religions are built, including Christianity, and

W hereas, it has been noted that Masonry’s secrecy and destructive oaths are contrary to Scripture;
Therefore be it resolved that the Thirteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
meeting at St. Louis, Missouri, appoint a study committee to thoroughly research Masonic teachings along
with these allegations as noted above by other denominations and bring back its recommendations to the
Fourteenth General Assembly.
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That this Study Committee consist of four (4) members, the convener to be TE John Otis, and that the
remaining three be appointed by the Moderator.

That funding of the Study Committee on Masonry be set at a budget limit of $4,000, to be paid from
specifically designated funds given to COA.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107 and 14-87, p. 189.

TO THE AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE ON NUCLEAR WARFARE
12-36, 111, 9, p. 105

That, in answer to overture 23 to the 1983 General Assembly, this Assembly direct Christian Education
and Publications to establish a study committee to provide a report on the subject of pastoral guidance
regarding nuclear armament and nuclear deterrence, and that the Committee be asked to present to
the Thirteenth General Assembly any Christian viewpoints consistent with reformed theology.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107.
D. JUDICIAL CASES

Case #1: Complaint of Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. et at. vs. Calvary Presbytery
Case #2: TE Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr., et at., vs. Grace Preshytery

Case #3: Complaint of RE Henry D. Knight, Jr. vs. Palmetto Presbytery
Case #4: Appeal of TE Edward A. Steele Il vs. Great Lakes Preshytery
Case #5: Appeal of RE D. Keith Abee et at. vs. James River Preshytery
Case #6: Complaint of TE Carl W. Bogue et at. vs. Ascension Preshytery
Case #7: Complaint of TE William A. Shell vs. Great Lakes Presbytery
Case #8: Complaint of TE Eric Dye et at. vs. Missouri Preshytery

See 14-52, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 41, 61, p. 123ff.

E. PERSONAL RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED DURING THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Personal Resolution #1 to the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Businesss

Whereas, there are from time to time changes which require an amendment or suspension of the Rules of

General Assembly; and

Whereas, it is almost impossible to amend the Rules of General Assembly because of the necessity to have

a two thirds vote of the total enrollment of commissioners;

Therefore, 1 move to amend the Rules of Assembly Operations, XIV as follows:
"The Rules of the General Assembly may be amended or suspended only by a two thirds vote of those
voting which must also be a majority of the total enrollment of commissioners. A motion to amend
is debatable. A motion to suspend is not debatable.”

Signed,
TE Donald H. Post, Jr., New River
June 24, 1986

Answered in the affirmative, 14-52, 62, p. 131.
Personal Resolution #2 to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures

W hereas the PCUSA has reaffirmed their pro-abortion stand last week at their General Assembly;
And W hereas thousands of innocent babies are being killed daily;

And Whereas the 6th and 8th PCA General Assemblies affirmed our pro-life, anti-abortion stand;
Therefore be it resolved this General Assembly reaffirm our pro-life and anti-abortion stand.

Signed,
Lindsey Sampson

See 14-85, 111, 2, p. 187.
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14-5 Election of Moderator.

Moderator Chewning opened the floor for nominations to the office of moderator.
TEs Frank M. Barker, Jr., J.L. (Jimmy) Lyons, and Morton H. Smith were nominated.
TE Frank Barker was elected on the first ballot. He was escorted forward and assumed
the chair.

14-6 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
TE R. Laird Harris led in prayer and presented a partial report of the Committee.
Recommendation 1was handled at this time. See 14-85, p. 186 for the entire report.

14-7 Presentation to Retiring Moderator.

TE William A. Fox, Chairman of the Committee on Administration, presented a
plague and gavel to Retiring Moderator Richard C. Chewning in appreciation of his
year of service.

14-8 Discussion of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

On motion the Assembly voted to resolve itself into a “quasi committee of the
whole” until 5:00 p.m., to hear and discuss the report of the Ad Interim Committee
to Study and Make Recommendations as to Structure and Procedure, with no motion
to amend or vote in order, and with time allotted to each issue as follows: 35 minutes,
Philosophical and Theological Basis of PCA Structure; 25 minutes, Representative
Assembly; 25 minutes, Judicial Business Procedure.

RE Robert Eberst, chairman of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Bus-
iness, presented a partial report for information, items #21 and 51. (See 14-52, p.
126, 129 for the text.)

RE Julian H. Davis, chairman of the Committee of Commissioners on Administra-
tion, presented a partial report for information:

Recommendations:

8. That Overture 17, p. 42, be answered in the affirmative, with the deletion
from the “therefore” section ofall words following “.. .confessional standards;”

9. That Overture 20, p. 42, be called to the attention of the Assembly during
the discussion as a committee of the whole.

(Presented for information, no action taken.)

The time for concluding the discussion as a committee of the whole was
extended to 5:15 p.m., the beginning time having been delayed by the partial
reports of the two committees of commissioners. TE R. Laird Harris assumed the
chair at the Moderator’s request. RE W. Jack Williamson, chairman of the Ad
Interim Committee, reported for the Committee. Discussion continued until 5:15
p.m., when the committee of the whole voted to rise.

14-9 Recording and Assistant Clerks and Parliamentarians.

The Stated Clerk nominated TE Larry E. Ball and TE Frank D. Moser as recording
clerks, RE Walter Lastovica as timing clerk, and TE Henry S. Schum as an assistant
clerk. They were elected. The following assistant (floor) clerks nominated by their
respective presbyteries were also elected:

Frank E. Smith Michael Craig David Dively
Donald Ward Gene Hayes Andy Philips
Brad Camper Charles Turner Frank J. Smith
Morse UpDeGraff James Smith James Singleton
Eddie Spencer Stephen Stout James Snyder

The Moderator appointed TE Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr. and RE W. Jack Williamson
assistant parliamentarians.
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14-10 Committee on Thanks.

The Moderator appointed TE Morse D. UpDeGraff, TE William A. Fitzhenry,
and RE Thomas James as the Committee on Thanks.
14-11 Evening Session.

On motion the Assembly voted to reconvene for business following the special
evening service and presentation of the Mission to North America Committee.

14-12 Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
RE Julian H. Davis, chairman, presented a partial report of the Committee.

Recommendation:

2. That TE George Fuller, president of Westminster Theological Seminary be
allowed to address the Fourteenth General Assembly for five minutes at a
convenient time. (See 14-29, p. 106.) Adopted

14-13 Recess.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly recessed with prayer by the
moderator at 5:35 p.m.

MINUTES—MONDAY EVENING
June 23, 1986
Second Session

14-14 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 10:10 p.m . with prayer by TE Frederick C.Fowler I11.

14-15 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.

RE Robert Eberst, chairman, presented a partial report of the Committee. Recom-
mendations 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 40, 41 and 61 dealing with judicial commissions (see 14-52,
p. 122, for the text as adopted) were handled at this time.

14-16 Report of Stated Clerk - New Churches Added.

TE Morton H. Smith, Stated Clerk, presented his report. The following list of
churches organized or received since the last General Assembly was read to the
Assembly. TE Joseph A. Pipa, Jr. led in prayer of thanksgiving for these churches.

Presbytery/Church Address DateRec. Source
Calvary

Bullock Creek Sharon. SC 10-85 PCUSA
Clemson Clemson, SC 11-17-85 Organized
Heritage Simpsonville, SC 06-15-86 Organized
Liberty Springs CrossHill.SC 04-85 PCUSA
Rock Bridge Clinton, SC 05-86 PCUSA

Central Carolina

First Ellerbe, NC 10-26-85 PCUSA



Presbytery/Church
Central Florida

Christ

Coquina
Northshore

Central Georgia

Americus
Friendship
Trinity

Covenant

College Hill
W estminster

Delmarva
Chesapeake

Heritage
Reformed PC of

Eastern Canada

Grace and Peace

Evangel
First

Frontier
Grace Fellowship

GulfCoast
Cornerstone

First
Grace Fellowship

Uliana

Immanuel RP

James River

Covenant

Korean Eastern
Korean Canaan
Korean Central

Korean PC of S. NY
Korean PC of Wash.

Korean Southwest

Korean Glory

JOURNAL

Address

Jacksonville, FL
Ormond Beach, FL
Jacksonville, FL

Americus, GA
Milledgeville, GA
Elberton, GA

Oxford, MS
Greenwood, MS

Dunkirk, MD
Warrenton, VA
Bowie, MD

Scarborough, Ont.

Russellville, AL
Birmingham, AL
Albertville, AL

Tallahassee, FL
Panama City, FL
GulfShores, AL

Belleville, IL

Mt. Crawford, VA

Flushing, NY
McLean, VA
Woodside, NY
Burke, VA

Cupertino, CA

Date Rec.

05-18-86
10-06-85
01-21-86

10-20-85
10-27-85
11-10-85

10-10-85
11-12-85

04-06-86
06-22-86
10-06-85

06-23-85

02-09-86
12-01-85
04-27-86

04-06-86
06-04-85
07-21-85

04-06-86

09-09-85

05-12-86
06-19-85

11-18-85
02-13-86

10-15-85

Source

Organized
Organized
PCUSA

Organized
Organized
Organized

PCUSA
Independent

Organized
Organized
Organized

Organized

PCUSA
Organized
Organized

Organized
PCUSA
Organized

Organized

Organized

Kor. PC in E. USA
Independent
Organized

Kor. PC in USA

Independent

83
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Presbytery/Church Address Date Rec. Source
New Jersey
Covenant Short Hills, NJ 09-29-85 Organized

North Georgia

W estminster Atlanta, GA 07-20-85 Independent
Northeast

Grace Braintree, MA 11-03-85 Organized
Grace Laconia, NH 11-17-85 Organized

Northern Illinois

Covenant Macomb, IL 11-24-85 Organized
Pacific

Christ Community Walnut Creek, CA 06-09-85 Organized
Philadelphia

Christ Norristown, PA 04-13-86 Organized
Faith Holland, PA 11-03-85 Organized
First Korean Camp Hill, PA 09-14-85 Independent
Siouxlands

Trinity Rochester, MN 11-17-85 Organized

South Texas

Covenant Beaumont, TX 10-27-85 Organized

W estminster

Princeton Johnson City, TN 10-19-85 PCUSA

14-17 Recess.
On motion the Assembly voted to recess and was led in prayer by TE K. Eric
Perrin at 10:40 p.m.

MINUTES—TUESDAY MORNING
June 24, 1986
Third Session

14-18 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:15 a.m. with the singing of “Praise Ye the Lord,
the Almighty” and prayer by TE Jimmy Lyons.

14-19 Report of Stated Clerk, Continued.

TE Morton H. Smith continued his report, reading the names of deceased ministers
since the Thirteenth General Assembly as follows: William S. Porter, Central Florida
(8-26-85); William Mclllwaine, Gulf Coast (11-30-85); and William Earl Johnson,
Gulf Coast (2-19-86).
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He then presented the proposed amendments to the Book of Church Order sent
down to the presbyteries by the Thirteenth General Assembly. Actions were taken as
follows:

Item |I: That BCO Preface Il (1) be amended to read:
"God alone is Lord of the conscience and has left it free from any doctrines or commandment
of men (1) which are in any respect contrary to the Word of God, or (2) which, in regard to

matters of faith and worship, are not governed by the Word of God.” Adopted
Yes No Abstention

1. ASCENSION 41 10 2
2. CALVARY 69 0 0
3. CENTRAL CAROLINA 45 0 1
4. CENTRALFLORIDA 44 1 4
5. CENTRALGEORGIA 4 54 3
6. COVENANT 48 0 0
7. DELMARVA 59 0 10
8. EASTERN CANADA 12 0 4
9. EASTERN CAROLINA u 1 2
10. EVANGEL 28 0 0
1. GRACE 58 0 2
12. GREAT LAKES 34 1 5
13. GULFCOAST 36 2 0
14. ILLIANA n 0 1
15. JAMES RIVER 0 36 0
16. KOREAN EASTERN 16 0 0
17. KOREAN SOUTHWEST

18. LOUISIANA 15 5 4
19. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 75 1 0
20. MISSOURI 23 5 7
21. NEW JERSEY 26 0 4
22. NEW RIVER 23 1 1
23. NORTH GEORGIA 41 2 1
24. NORTH TEXAS 18 1 2
25. NORTHEAST 29 0 1
26. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 15 1 0
27. OKLAHOMA 16 0 0
28. PACIFIC 12 0 1
29. PACIFIC NORTHWEST 17 0 0
30. PALMETTO 65 0 2
31. PHILADELPHIA 25 0 4
32. SIOUXLANDS 22 0 0
33. SOUTH TEXAS 6 1 3
34. SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 25 2 2
35. SOUTHERN FLORIDA 65 0 0
36. SOUTHWEST 36 0 3
37. TENNESSEE VALLEY 12 28 >
38. WARRIOR 22 0 0
39. WESTERN CAROLINA 31 0 1
40. WESTMINSTER 29 u 1

For: .16 Against: 3

Clerk's Note: Overture 32 was read to the Assembly at this time. See 14-52, Recommendation 53, p. 129.
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That BCO 8-3 be amended by inserting a new sentence five, after the words "... children of

the Church." to read:

"They should set a worthy example
evangelize the unconverted
That BCO 12-5 be amendedby inserting the following phraseafter thewords

World missions;":

to

the

and make disciples.”

“to promote obedience to the Great Commission in its totality at home and abroad;"

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRALFLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER
NORTHGEORGIA
NORTHTEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTHTEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 38

Against:

1

49
57
44
39
59
52
22
12
12
28
55
34
29
12
20
16

24
70
34
29
24
43
15
27
16
15
14
16
64
18
22

32
65
34
39
21
32
44

flockentrustedtotheircareby theirzealto
"...promote
Adapted
No Abstention
0 1
0 0
0 2
6 3
0 1
1 0
48 1
3 3
0 2
0 0
3 2
3 3
6 0
0 1
5 12
0 0
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That BCO 13-10 be amended by striking “the
bounds during the year; and"

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CENTRAL GEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTH TEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTHTEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For; 32

Against:

7

47
58
45
49
59
51
63
14
1
27
46
31

12

16

23
68
30
23
23
34
10
27
16
15

15
27
27
22

15
36
40
24
23
43

87
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Adopted

Abstention
4
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Item 4: That a new paragraph to be numbered 14-7 be added to chapter 14 of the BCO, and that the
present paragraph 14-7 be renumbered 14-8. The new paragraph is to read as follows:

“Actions of the Genera] Assembly pursuant to the provisions of BCO 14-6 such as

deliverances, resolutions, overtures, and judicial decisions are to be given due and serious

consideration by the Church and its lower courts when deliberating matters related to such

action. Judicial decisions shall be binding and conclusive on the parties who are directly

involved in the matter being adjudicated, and may be appealed to in subsequent similar

cases as to any principle which may have been decided. (See BCO 3-5, 3-6, and WCF 31:3.)";

Adopted
Yes No Abstention

1. ASCENSION 49 3 0
2. CALVARY 48 n 0
3. CENTRALCAROLINA 41 1 4
4. CENTRAL FLORIDA 16 28 7
5. CENTRALGEORGIA 59 3 1
6. COVENANT 43 2 0
7. DELMARVA 77 2 1
8. EASTERN CANADA 14 2 0
9. EASTERN CAROLINA 9 2 4
10. EVANGEL 28 1 0
11. GRACE 57 2 0
12. GREATLAKES 29 5 6
13. GULFCOAST 7 28 2
14. ILLIANA 2 8 2
15. JAMES RIVER 1 32 3
16. KOREAN EASTERN 16 0 1
17. KOREAN SOUTHWEST

18. LOUISIANA 7 17 0
19. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 70 4 0
20. MISSOURI 37 1 0
21. NEW JERSEY 26 4 2
22. NEW RIVER 24 0 1
23. NORTHGEORGIA 28 12 4
24. NORTHTEXAS 9 3 9
25. NORTHEAST 17 13 2
26. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 15 0 1
27. OKLAHOMA 15 0 1
28. PACIFIC 10 1 4
29. PACIFIC NORTHWEST 15 0 3
30. PALMETTO 59 4 7
31. PHILADELPHIA 1 17 1
32. SIOUXLANDS 22 0 0
33. SOUTH TEXAS 2 6 2
34, SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 27 0 0
35. SOUTHERN FLORIDA 59 3 3
36. SOUTHWEST 34 1 6
37. TENNESSEE VALLEY ik 30 2
38. WARRIOR 23 0 1
39. WESTERN CAROLINA 31 0 1
40. WESTMINSTER 42 0 2

For: 31

Against:

8
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That BCO 19-7 be amended by deleting "and this internship should normally occur in the

presbytery in which he is expected to be ordained."

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRALFLORIDA
CENTRAL GEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTHTEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTH TEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 37

Against:

2

Yes

50
58
45
44
55
51
38
14
12
28
5
29
23
10
23
16

56
35
30
19
39
18
20
15
15
n
17
67
27
22

29
64
33
37
22
26
29

w
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Adopted

Abstention
1
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

That BCO 19-11 be amended by deleting the last sentence of current 19-11 ("In such cases,
the intem shall also transfer his candidacy and should be licensed by his new Presbytery ")
and by adding the following new paragraph:
"When God gives the intem the providential opportunity to serve the church and to
receive part of his training within the bounds of a presbytery other than the one in which

he has been declared an intem, the presbyteries involved may develop a cooperative agree-
ment to assure the proper training of the intem. In such cases the home presbytery retains

the final responsibility for and authority over the internship, but may rely to any extent
considered necessary and proper in the circumstances, on the assistance of the sister presby-
tery. When regular preaching of the Word is involved, care must be taken to comply with

BCO 19-1.”

ASCENSION
CALVARY
CENTRALCAROLINA
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTH TEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA
PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTHTEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 36

Against:

3

46
58
44
47
56
47
65
14
12
28
57
34
26

26
16

10
74
37
30
25
41

14
27

15

15

13

18

27
22

31
65
45
49
24
32
39

z
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Adopted

Abstention
1
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That anew BCO 19-16 regarding internship equivalency be adopted and the remaining paragraphs

be renumbered. The new paragraph 19-16 shall read:

"Where circumstances warrant, a preshytery may approve previous experience which
is equivalent to internship. This equivalency shall be decided by a three/fourths vote of
presbytery at any of its regular meetings. Such equivalent experience shall be decided only
after the presbytery's internship committee has determined and reported that the candidate

has met the following requirements:
a) he has had at least one year of experience in comparable ministry;
b) he has satisfactorily performed the full scope of ministerial duties;

c) he has the manifest approbation of God's people in a local church as having the requisite

gifts for the pastoral ministry."

That BCO 18-2 paragraph 3 line 6 be amended by changing "must” to "may." (“An applicant
for internship is obliged to be under care and may be licensed to preach the Gospel;");
That BCO 19-8 line | be amended by the addition of “may be" before “a licentiate” (“An

applicant for internship must be a candidate and may be a licentiate....").

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRALFLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER
NORTHGEORGIA
NORTHTEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN 1LLINOS
OKLAHOMA

PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS

SOUTH TEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For 37 Against

Yes
49
36
40
44
56
50

19
13
12
27
43
28
31
n
23
16

17
46
35
31
25
28

13

10

15

14

12

18
64
29
22

8
32
65

37
48
24
32
41

No
0

18
2
2

5

52

14

21

© . O n OO o

o

Adopted
Abstention
0
0
3
1
0
0
8
0
3
0
3
0
2
1
5
0
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Item 8:
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That BCO 20 be amended by adding:

BCO 20-12

“A candidate or licentiate found fit and called (in accordance with BCO 20-1) for
missionary service by a missionary agency or presbytery shall be examined by presbhytery
for ordination If approved the presbytery shall proceed to his ordination."”

BCO 20-13

"A missionary candidate who is an ordained Teaching Elder in another denomination
found fit and called (in accordance with BCO 20-1) for missionary service by a missionary
agency or preshbytery shall be examined by presbytery for admission to presbytery in
accordance with BCO 13-6. Ifapproved he shall be enrolled asamemberofpresbytery.”

ASCENSION
CALVARY
CENTRALCAROLINA
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTH TEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA

PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTHTEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 36

Against:

3

45
52
42
45
58
45
57
16
13
28
53
35
25
10
27
16

19
70
33
29
24
39

15

16
15

18
66
31
22

34
65

47

32
39

z
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Abstention
4
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That BCO 21-4 be amended by inserting in the second paragraph after the words “the Sacra-
ments," the words “Church History and the history of the Presbyterian Church in America."

ASCENSION
CALVARY
CENTRALCAROLINA
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CENTRAL GEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTHTEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA

PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTH TEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 27 Against:

12

Yes
39
35
44

10
39
45

15

16
14
29

n
15
16

36
37
30
19
18
16
28

16
13
16

30
18

29

36

43

20

24

No

18

41
52

18

1
15
42
12
28

19

17
32

o

26

O b O o o

58

[N

25
20

Adopted

Abstention
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Item 10: That the third sentence from the bottom of BCO 24-1 be amended by changing the word “on”
to “before” so that it will read: “The session shall examine those nominated and then report

to the congregation before election day those eligible for election.” Adopted
Yes No Abstention

1. ASCENSION 49 0 0
2. CALVARY 42 10 0
3. CENTRAL CAROLINA 45 0 0
4. CENTRAL FLORIDA 43 1 3
5. CENTRALGEORGIA 52 0 2
6. COVENANT 41 0 2
7. DELMARVA 37 23 2
8. EASTERN CANADA 15 1 0
9. EASTERN CAROLINA 12 2 1
10. EVANGEL 30 0 0
11. GRACE 60 0 0
12. GREATLAKES 38 0 3
13. GULFCOAST 29 8 1
14. ILLIANA 1 0 1
15. JAMES RIVER 27 3 6
16. KOREAN EASTERN 16 0 0
17. KOREAN SOUTHWEST

18. LOUISIANA 21 2 0
19. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 64 9 3
20. MISSOURI 39 0 1
21. NEW JERSEY 26 4 2
22. NEW RIVER 24 0 1
23. NORTH GEORGIA 42 1 1
24. NORTHTEXAS 21 0 0
25. NORTHEAST 27 1 2
26. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 15 1 0
27. OKLAHOMA 13 2 0
28. PACIFIC 1 3 0
29. PACIFIC NORTHWEST 17 0 0
30. PALMETTO 67 0 1
31. PHILADELPHIA 33 0 0
32. SIOUXLANDS 22 0 0
33. SOUTH TEXAS 6 1 3
34. SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 33 0 0
35. SOUTHERN FLORIDA 65 0 0
36. SOUTHWEST 40 2 1
37. TENNESSEE VALLEY 43 1 2
38. WARRIOR 24 0 0
39. WESTERN CAROLINA 31 0 1
40. WESTMINSTER 42 0 0

For: 39

Against:

0
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That BCO 38-2 be stricken.

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
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EVANGEL
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MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTHTEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
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SOUTHTEXAS
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SOUTHWEST
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WESTMINSTER
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Item 12: That the following preamble be adopted as an amendment to the BCO replacing the “Temporary
Statement Adopted by the Third General Assembly" presently at the beginning of the Directory
for Worship, thereby clarifying the constitutional status of the Directory for Worship. (This
amendment, if adopted, would have the effect of revoking the special status of chapters 56,
57, and 58, and placing them under the terms of the new Preamble.)

"God has called us to special times when we worship as a congregation of the church
of Christ, individually, and with our families. To aid us in this worship, to insure Scriptural
integrity for our worship, and to promote orderliness within the church, this Directoryfor
Worship is provided.

“The Directoryfor Worship is a part of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in
America. It is the conviction of the Presbyterian Church in America that it is agreeable to
the Word of God. Therefore, it should be received as the mind of the church and it must
be taken seriously as the application in substance of Biblical principles of worship. However,
as the third ordination vow for teaching elders and ruling elders/deacons does not include
subscription to the Directoryfor Worship (only to form of government and discipline), and
being zealous not to bind the church to liturgical forms, the Presbyterian Church in America
has not given to the Directoryfor Worship in its entirety the force of church law.

"Yet for the sake of uniformity and of our witness before God and the world the
instructions of certain parts of the Directory for Worship are obligatory though there is
liberty as to the precise language used. These are: (1) the questions administered at the
baptism of children, (2) the questions administered for communicant members, (3) in the
fencing of the Lord's Table, and (4) the offering of prayer in the public worship in the
language of the people.”

Not approved by sufficient number ofpresbyteries.

Presbytery votes on next page.
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ASCENSION
CALVARY
CENTRALCAROLINA
CENTRALFLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTHTEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA

PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTHTEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 25 Against:
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Item 13: That the fifth vow of church membership BCO 57-5.5, be amended to read:
"5. Do you submit yourselves to the Word of God and to the government and discipline
of the Church, and promise to study its purity and peace?"”
Defeated, see Communication #3. p. 39 and Overture 24, p. 51.

Yes No Abstention
1 ASCENSION 57 0 1
2. CALVARY 48 0 0
3. CENTRAL CAROLINA 46 0 0
4. CENTRALFLORIDA 43 0 0
5. CENTRALGEORGIA 53 0 0
6. COVENANT 46 2 0
7. DELMARVA 16 47 3
8. EASTERN CANADA 15 0 1
9. EASTERN CAROLINA 12 1 1
10. EVANGEL 3 24 0
It. GRACE 40 17 4
12. GREATLAKES 40 0 1
13. GULFCOAST 38 0 0
14. ILLIANA 4 7 I
15. JAMES RIVER 31 1
16. KOREAN EASTERN 16 0 0
17. KOREAN SOUTHWEST
18. LOUISIANA 9 13 1
19. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 75 0 0
20. MISSOURI 39 1 0
21. NEW JERSEY 29 0 2
22. NEW RIVER 25 0 0
23. NORTH GEORGIA 34 9 1
24. NORTHTEXAS 19 1 2
25. NORTHEAST 15 14 3
26. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 1 16 0
27. OKLAHOMA 15 0 1
28. PACIFIC 15 0 0
29. PACIFIC NORTHWEST 17 0 0
30. PALMETTO 71 0 0
31. PHILADELPHIA 38 0 0
32. SIOUXLANDS 19 2 1
33. SOUTHTEXAS 7 0 3
34. SOUTHEAST ALABAMA 34 0 0
35, SOUTHERN FLORIDA 64 0 1
36. SOUTHWEST 1 41 4
37. TENNESSEE VALLEY 48 0 0
38. WARRIOR 24 0 0
39. WESTERN CAROLINAS 5 25 2
40. WESTMINSTER 40 0 1

For: 30

Against:

9
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That BCO 19-11 be amended by deleting the words, “the Sacraments.”

ASCENSION
CALVARY

CENTRAL CAROLINA
CENTRALFLORIDA
CENTRALGEORGIA
COVENANT
DELMARVA
EASTERN CANADA
EASTERN CAROLINA
EVANGEL

GRACE
GREATLAKES
GULFCOAST
ILLIANA

JAMES RIVER
KOREAN EASTERN
KOREAN SOUTHWEST
LOUISIANA
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
MISSOURI

NEW JERSEY

NEW RIVER

NORTH GEORGIA
NORTH TEXAS
NORTHEAST
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
OKLAHOMA

PACIFIC

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
PALMETTO
PHILADELPHIA
SIOUXLANDS
SOUTHTEXAS
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA
SOUTHERN FLORIDA
SOUTHWEST
TENNESSEE VALLEY
WARRIOR

WESTERN CAROLINA
WESTMINSTER

For: 29 Against:
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The Stated Clerk presented for information the names of churches which had failed
to submit their annual statistical reports in time for inclusion in the Yearbook (Appendix
A, pp. 236).

Mr. Smith read the following statement regarding his continuation in office, which
the Assembly ordered spread upon the minutes.

PERSONAL STATEMENT OF THE STATED CLERK
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

As you will see on the bottom of page 236. Appendix A. | have reported to you that | have been
involved as a consultant to the men in South Carolina, who have announced the intention to set up a new
Seminary to serve the PCA in their region. | have also announced my intention to teach there as an adjunct
professor as time permits. This type of ministry is specifically permitted by the terms of my original call
as a full time Stated Clerk, which reads:

. . with the additional stipulation that he be free, on a time available basis, to write materials for our
Christian Education and Publications Committee and/or other Reformed publications, and to assist the
Church at large in a teaching ministry. . . .”

I remind the Assembly of the fact that | was teaching at an independent Seminary when the PCA was
first formed. 1served in the dual capacity of professor and Stated Clerk for some four years. As | see it,
the receiving of Covenant Seminary under the control of the PCA with the joining of the RPCES has not
changed the situation. The PCA has not committed itself to having only one Seminary, nor does it restrict
its members from serving in other Seminaries. Our Assembly committees cooperate with independent
institutions as well as with Covenant Seminary without any restrictions. Men of our church serve on the
faculties of Reformed Seminary, Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia, Westminster Seminary in Escondido,
Fuller Seminary, Gordon-Conwell Seminary, Birmingham Seminary, Columbia Bible College, Trinity
Divinity School and Chesapeake Seminary, and perhaps others of which | am not aware. One can only
rejoice in the fact that there are now so many institutions where our men can serve. It has not always been
so. A member of the Board of Trustees of Covenant Seminary has fathered an independent, regional seminary
and he has not been charged with conflict of interest or removed from the Board.

It seems to me that conflict of interest should only be charged if a man were involved with a Seminary
that was not teaching the Reformed Faith or Preshyterian polity as held by the PCA. Thomwell Seminary
is being erected specifically for the purpose of training men for the PCA ministry by teaching the Reformed
Faith and Presbyterian polity as set forth in our Standards.

Having said this, let me now speak to you about my service to you as your Stated Clerk. One person
has come to me criticizing my involvement in Thomwell Seminary, and other previous actions that | have
done as Stated Clerk. He has indicated that there is a large segment of the church that is dissatisfied with
my service as Stated Clerk, and has suggested that | should resign in order to avoid an open conflict over my
continued service in the office. | appreciate his having come to me in this way. | regret the fact that others
have not done so, as Matthew 18 teaches us to do. Let me pause and say. if | have offended any of you.
my brethren. | ask you to forgive me. All that | have done as your Clerk has been done with a clear
conscience before the Lord. | have sought to be even handed with all persons of various persuasions in our
Church. If | have failed in this in any way, | regret it, and trust that you will forgive me.

| responded to the man who had approached me that | have been restless about continuing in the office
for the last several years. My preparation for the ministry was toward a teaching ministry, and | believe
that the Lord has given me gifts in this area. | have found the Office of the Stated Clerk to be very confining
in these areas. | personally believe that | would be more useful to the church in a teaching, writing, Bible
conference ministry, and have the desire to be able to pursue this type of ministry. To date | have not
received a call to such work, and have taken this as the leading of the Lord that | should remain in the
office to which my Church has called me. Now it seems to me that this situation has changed sufficiently
for me at least to question whether or not 1 have served my usefulness in the Stated Clerk's office.

I have no desire to become the cause of any conflict in this Church. Thus, in order to avoid open conflict
about my continued service as your Stated Clerk, | have indicated to the COA my intention to take early
retirement from the office, and now announce the same to you. | would have preferred to have had another
call before announcing my intention to leave, but under the possibility of a threatened conflict over my
continuation in office, and not desiring to see our Church hurt by such. | am taking the present route.

If you ask what | want to do. | can only reply as | am sure all of you would, that | want to serve the
Lord Jesus, wherever He wants me to serve. | am subject to you. my brethren, as the General Assembly
of my Church If you agree that it is lime for a change, and that | would be of greater use in a teaching.
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writing, Bible and conference ministry, then join with me in my request for early retirement. If not, then
I can only continue in office as you mandate it, and until the Lord clearly calls me to another ministry.

The Stated Clerk was excused while the Assembly considered this matter.

14-20 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
RE Julian H. Davis, chairman of the Committee of Commissioners on Administra-

tion, presented a partial report.

Recommendation 3 was presented. A substitute motion, “that Dr. Smith's resignation

not be received by the General Assembly and that he be encouraged to remain in his

office”, was defeated. 313 in favor, 321 opposed.
TE's Larrv E. Ball, Carl W Bogue. David S. Boxerman, David R Dively, James A. Jones, Rodney T.
King, David G. McKay, Erank D. Moser, and L. Byron Snapp requested their affirmative votes be recorded.

The validity of the count was questioned from the floor, and the moderator ruled that
it was valid. The chair was challenged and was sustained. 398 in favor, 227 opposed.
The Recommendation was then amended to add:
(6): "That Dr. Smith’s statement, as spread on the minutes of this Assembly,
be taken as a satisfactory explanation concerning reports affecting his Christian
character, and that this Assembly completely exonerate Dr. Smith ofany charges
of impropriety in office.”

The amended Recommendation 3 was then adopted as follows:

3. In light of the Stated Clerk's announcement of his desire and intention to retire
from his office, the Committee adopted the following recommendation to the
Fourteenth General Assembly.

a. That Morton Smith be nominated as Stated Clerk until June 30, 1987.
b. That, in view of Dr. Smith's long and faithful service to the PCA, he be
granted a terminal leave until retirement (Dr. Smith will be 63 in December

1988) with the following provisions:

(1) From July 1987 to December 31, 1987 he shall receive full salary and
benefits to which he would have been entitled if he were still in the office
of Stated Clerk.

(2) From January 1, 1988 to December 31, 1988 he shall receive full benefits
and his full salary reduced by any earned wages during that year.

(3) Beginning July 1, 1987 to December 31, 1988 Dr. Smith may follow
any course of service to which he feels called without the loss of salary
and benefits except as noted in item (2).

(4) From July 1, 1987 until December 1988, if available, he agrees to act,
when requested, as consultant, writer, speaker or contributor to any of
the committees, agencies or churches of the PCA.

(3) Dr. Smith shall be granted a permanent privilege of the floorat
subsequent General Assembly that he may desire to attend. He would be
privileged to vote only if he were a duly certified commissioner.

(6) That Dr. Smith's statement, as spread on the Minutes of this Assembly,
be taken as a satisfactory explanation concerning reports affecting his
Christian character, and that this Assembly completely exonerate Dr.
Smith of any charges of impropriety in office.

any
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c. To direct the COA to present a nominee for office of Stated Clerk to the
Fifteenth General Assembly.

Adopted - but reconsidered in 14-30, p. 106.

TE's Carl W. Bogue, David S. Boxerman. David R. Dively, David G. McKay. Rodney T King, and L.
Byron Snapp requested their negative votes be recorded.

Mr. Smith returned to the Assembly at this point.
Recommendations 4, 5, and 6 were handled at this time. (See 14-74, p. 169 for
the text of the report. See 14-30, p. 106 for final action.)

14-21 Partial Report ofthe Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.

RE Robert Eberst, chairman, presented a partial report to replace original appointees
of the judicial commissions who were not able to serve for one reason or another.
(See 14-52, p. 122 for the final list of the commissioners.)

14-22 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Insurance and
Annuities.

TE Bruce B. Howes, chairman, led in prayer and presented a partial report of the
Committee. Recommendations 12,13,14 of the Board (Appendix G, p. 313) concerning
changes in the Bylaws were defeated. 16 was also handled at this time. (See 14-53,
p. 131, for the text of the report.)

14-23 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North
America.

TE Howard Griffith, chairman, presented a partial report of the Committee. A
recommendation to hear the director of Bethany Christian Services, Mr. James Have-
man, for ten minutes, was adopted, and Mr. Haveman spoke on the agency’s ministry.

14-24 Report of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

TE Cortez A. Cooper, Jr. assumed the chair at the request of the moderator. RE
W. Jack Williamson, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee's report
(Appendix P, p. 425). Recommendation |, (see 14-27, p. 103), was moved by the
Committee, following which the minority report’s Recommendation 1, (Appendix P,
p. 448), was moved and seconded in substitute for the Committee’s Recommendation.
The substitute motion was defeated by a vote of 372-373, with the acting moderator
casting the deciding vote.

The Assembly returned to the Committee’s Recommendation and paused for prayer
led by TE R. Laird Harris. (See 14-27, p. 103 for the continuation of this report.)

14-25 Recess.
The order of the day having arrived, the Acting Moderator, TE Cortez Cooper
declared the Assembly in recess and led in the closing prayer at 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES—TUESDAY AFTERNOON
June 24, 1986
Fourth Session
14-26 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of "Holy, Holy, Holy"
and prayer by TE Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr. The Acting Moderator continued in the
chair.
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14-27 Report of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

The Assembly returned to consideration of the Committee’s report.

Recommendations:

1

That the General Assembly approve the final recommendations and concluding
proposals of the paper “The Philosophical and Theological Basis for our PCA
Structure,” Exhibit “A” of this report, as a basis for future clarification, interpre-
tation and refinement of the Book of Church Order.

Exhibit A

Final Recommendations: The church session, the presbytery and the general
assembly are given certain powers of discipline in the BCO chapters 12, 13,
and 14 dealing with these specific courts. In addition, BCO Part Il sets out
in detail the Rules of Discipline. There seem to be some conflicting provisions
between those powers set out in those BCO chapters dealing with the individual
courts and those contained in the Rules of Discipline. These need to be
reconciled and redrafted where necessary so that they are consistent with the
principles set out above.
The Rules of Discipline provide for two types of cases where an individual
is involved, i.e. (1) cases of process and (2) cases without process. The
difference in the two types is that a “case of process” is where an individual
is accused of an offense and a trial is held thereof, and a “case without
process” is where an individual comes forward on his/her own and makes
his/her offense known to the court and a judgment is rendered without a trial.
The BCO chapter 30 sets out the judgment or censure the court may render
in both types of cases. The court may acquit the accused or it may inflict one
of the following judgments or censures, to wit:

(1) Admonition,

(2) Suspension,

(3) Excommunication,

(4) Deposition.
The BCO speaks of a “case of process” as a "judicial case” and we will so
use the term herein.
We would like to illustrate the principles of this paper as they apply to a
judicial case, indicating the various possibilities while not necessarily approv-
ing or sanctioning all of them, especially where the words “possibly" or
“might” are used. If a charge is brought by an individual against another
individual, it is heard by the session of the accused. If the session inflicts a
censure on the accused, the accused (1) ordinarily shall accept the censure
or (2) may appeal the judgment of the session to the presbytery or (3) possibly
might withdraw his/her membership from the church under its censure or (4)
possibly he/she might do nothing. If the accused does nothing, what may the
local session do? After seeking to counsel the accused to comply, the local
session may terminate the membership of the accused in the local church.1
If the session acquits the accused, the accuser may (1) accept the judgment
or (2) appeal the decision to presbytery. If a minister is accused of an offense,
his presbytery shall have original jurisdiction of the case and similar options
are open to the accused and accuser on the rendering of a judgment of the
presbytery.
The BCO further provides, in chapters 39 to 43, modes in which the proceed-
ings of lower courts come under the supervision ofhigher courts. These are:

(1) Review and Control,
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(2) Reference,
(3) Appeal,
(4) Complaint.

It seems that most confusion has arisen regarding the instances where proceed-
ings of a lower court come under the supervision ofa highercourt. Appeals and
Complaints seem to have been handled without too much difficulty as to
procedure. The greatest confusion seems to have arisen under the modes of
“Review and Control” and “Reference.” Much of this confusion seems to be
over what authority the higher court has over the lower court to enforce its
judgments and pronouncements.
The courts of the PCA have a spiritual/moral relationship with one another
with regard to their separate responsibilities, authority, and accountability but
they have no civil authority, responsibility, or accountability toward one
another even though each of them does have a civil relationship with the state
with regard to their property, charters of incorporation, and other state and/or
federal laws. The higher courts may not proceed in such a way that would
constitute civil action on behalf of a congregation without a formal vote of
the congregation. In order to be effective, any such civil action must be with
the consent or approval of the congregation, which consent or approval is
given in accordance with the civil laws under which the congregation is
organized.
Although there have been perennial uitterences in historical Presbyterian in-
terpretation of the relative authority of church courts, we believe that in the
area of spiritual discipline even the Apostle Paul, while able as an apostle to
pronounce judgment from a distance, called on the church in Corinth to make
and implement the disciplinary decision themselves (I Cor. 5:1-5). Although
he could exercise spiritual discipline by virtue of his apostolic authority (Il
Cor. 13:2,10; 10:2,6), we believe his example of calling on the level of the
church with original jurisdiction to carry out the discipline provides the pattern
for authority in ecclesiastical courts. This being the case in spiritual matters,
much more is it true in civil matters. As BCO 11-1 says of the jurisdiction
of church courts: “They have no power to inflict temporal pains and penalties,
but their authority is in all respects moral or spiritual.”

Thus we believe the BCO should be elsewhere amended so that the above

principles would apply in the area of civil authority, to wit:

(1) A higher court may not “actfor'2a lower court.

(2) A higher court may “act on" an issue or case properlybeforeitrelating
to a lower court. In such instance, the lower court (a) ordinarily shall
accept the lawful injunction of the higher court and “‘act thereon", or (b)
possibly mightwithdraw from the fellowship under the higher court’s
censure; or (c) possibly it might do nothing.

(3) In the event the lower court does nothing, by virtue of its ecclesiastical
authority the higher court may (a) ignore the failure to act, or (b) counsel,
advise, exhort, and urge the lower court to comply, or (c) reprimand or
rebuke the lower court, or (d) suspend one or all of the ecclesiastical
privileges of the lower court with reference to the higher courts—e.g.,
to overture or reference a matter to the higher courts, to vote upon
amendments to the Standards, to vote at the higher courts, or even to
have commissioners at the higher courts, or (e) as a last resort “act
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against” the lower court by dismissing it from the fellowship.1

One Concluding Proposal: Let a provision be framed for the BCO for dealing
with ruling elders similar to 34-1 dealing with teaching elders. Such a provision
would provide that process against a ruling elder would ordinarily begin in
his session. However, if such session refuses to act in doctrinal cases or
instances of public scandal, presbytery could initiate a case of process against
such a ruling elder. If presbytery concluded that the ruling elder is guilty as
charged, presbytery could inflict one of the censures of BCO chapter 30. If
such censure was suspension, excommunication, or deposition, presbytery
would instruct the local congregation, through its session, to take such action.
Thereupon the local congregation (1) ordinarily shall accept the judgment of
the higher court and act thereon or (2) possibly might withdraw from the
fellowship under the higher court's censure, or (3) possibly it might do nothing.
If the local congregation chose to do nothing, presbytery could (1) ignore the
failure of the local congregation to act, (2) counsel, advise, exhort, and urge
the local congregation to comply, or (3) reprimand or rebuke the local congre-
gation, or (4) suspend one or all of the ecclesiastical privileges of the local
congregation with reference to the higher courts—e.g., to overture or reference
a matter to the higher courts, to vote at the higher courts, or even to have
commissioners at the higher courts, or (5) as a last resort, act against the
loc”l congregation by dismissing it from the fellowship.

FOOTNOTES

1Each local church is advised to take congregational action to adopt the PCA Book of Church
Order as its “governing rules” or “bylaws” as a corporate entity and thereby clearly vest in its
session the internal or civil powers that are set forth in the Book of Church Order.

2“Act for" = A higher court taking an action on a matter over which a lower court had original
jurisdiction, which action is as conclusive of the matter as if it had been made by the lower court
and is similarly enforceable.

Illustration: Can a presbytery appoint a commission with authority to act as the session of a
local church ? Answer: If the the local congregation properly requests the presbytery to do so, a
presbytery can appoint a commission with authority to act as the session of the local congregation.
Wi ithout a proper request from the local congregation, the presbytery cannot remove a session
of a local church and act for such session. Why? Because such would violate the BCO concept
of the basis of the relationship between the local church and the higher courts. For the presbytery,
by taking over the local session, would be taking effective control of the use and possession of
the local church's property. For the presbytery, by taking over the local session, could “actfor"
it in such matters as control of worship, use of buildings, control of membership, spending of
its money, etc. In so doing, presbytery has violated the “solemn covenant” in BCO 25-10:
“whereby the church as a whole promises never to attempt to secure possession of the property
of any congregation against its will.” In addition, the presbytery has violated ecclesiastical rights
of the local church to choose its own officers, a right presbyterians base on Scriptural authority
and the civil rights of the local church to own and control its own local properties.

1The five options are not necessarily mutually exclusive, but some combination of them may
be employed.

Adopted, 454-277

TEs Larry E. Ball, Roland S. Bames, David R Dively. Rodney T King, and Frank J. Smith requested
their negative votes be recorded.

14-28 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
RE Robert Eberst presented the report of the Committee. Recommendations 9 and
10 were handled at this time. (See 14-52, p. 122 for the entire report.)
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14-29 Remarks by President of Westminster Theological Seminary.

The 3:00 p.m. order of the day being very near, the Assembly suspended action
on the report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business. TE George
C. Fuller, president, spoke briefly to the Assembly, welcoming them to the city of its
origin and present location.

The Assembly joined to sing “O Praise Ye the Lord, and Sing a New Song.”

14-30 Reconsideration of Recommendation 3, Sec.14-20 of the Report of the
Committee of Commissioners on Administration.

The Moderator resumed the chairand TE Jimmy Lyons led the Assembly in prayer.
The Assembly adopted the following procedural motion: “that the Assembly request
Morton Smith to appear before it to respond, prior to voting on this matter, to the
questions: 1, when and under what circumstances did you decide to submit your
resignation, and 2, if this Assembly were to refuse to accept your resignation and
earnestly entreat you to continue by nominating you again, will you do so willingly
and happily?” Mr. Smith returned to the floor and responded to the questions. Following
his departure again, the Assembly adopted the motion to reconsider. On motion the
Assembly approved as a substitute for Recommendation 3 the Permanent Committee’s
original Recommendation 9, (Appendix C, p. 251), “That the General Assembly
receive in nomination for Stated Clerk the name of TE Morton Smith, and that he be
elected to serve through the 1987 General Assembly and that he be highly commended
for his excellent and faithful service to the church as a servant of Christ.” The substitute
was then adopted as the main motion.

14-31 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

TE Cortez Cooper assumed the chair at the request of the Moderator. RE W. Jack

Wi illiamson, chairman, led in prayer and continued the report of the Committee.

Recommendations:

2. That the General Assembly approve and send to the Presbyteries for action the
proposed amendment to the Book of Church Order Section 14-2 as set out in
Exhibit “B” of this report (Appendix P, p. 437).

The matter was recommitted to the Ad Iterim Committee for report to the 15th
General Assembly after the Minority recommendation 3, lost by a vote 0f318-321.

3. Recommendation 3, p. 427, was placed before the court. Recommendation 4, p.
448, of the Minority Report was moved and seconded as a substitute, and was
defeated. A partial report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business
(Recommendation 51, 14-52 p. 129). was presented. The report was amended by
deleting either the last three lines or all the words following “...be sustained,”
which question was left undecided due to the need to move to the order of the
day at 5:15 p.m. See 14-37, p. 107, for the completion of this matter and of the
report.

14-32  Personal Resolutions Introduced.
Moderator Barker returned to the chair and the following personal resolutions were
received and referred by the necessary two-thirds majorities:
# 1, from TE Donald H. Post, Jr., regarding amendments to the “Rules of Assembly
Operations” - referred to the Committee on Judicial Business;
#2, from RE Lindsey Sampson, regarding pro-life and abortion stands - referred
to the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
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14-33 Recess.
The order of the day having arrived, the Assembly recessed at 5:30 p.m. and was
closed with prayer by TE Robert M. Ferguson.

MINUTES—WEDNESDAY MORNING
June 25, 1986
Fifth Session
14-34 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:15 p.m. with the singing of “When Morning Gilds
the Skies” and prayer by TE John W. Buswell.

14-35 Procedural Motion Regarding Reading of Minutes.

On motion the Assembly voted to waive the daily reading aloud of the minutes
and instead to request commissioners to present to the clerk errors found in the printed
and distributed minutes of the sessions. Adopted

14-36 Procedural Motion on Ad Interim Reports.

The Assembly adopted a procedural motion to postpone until the Fifteenth General
Assembly all reports of ad interim committees except the one on the General Assembly,
and that individuals, churches, and presbyteries be encouraged to continue study of
and reflection upon the subjects and be welcomed to forward to the committees their
opinions and suggestions. Adopted

14-37 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

TE E. Langston Haygood came to the chair at the moderator's request, and the
Assembly returned to consideration of the Committee's report. Chairman Williamson
led in prayer. The Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business recommendation
to adopt the advice of the Permanent Committee was approved as follows in place of
Recommendation 3 of the Ad Interim Committee (see Appendix P, p. 427):

51. That the following report on the Constitutionality of the Report of the Ad-In-

terim Committee on the General Assembly be received.

Preface
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Judicial Business to examine
proposed amendments to the Constitution regarding their "constitutionality.”
This examination is to evaluate the consistency of the proposed amendments
with the existing documents as well as with the principles of those documents.
It is not the responsibility of the Committee to speak to the merits of the
proposed changes.

Exhibit B: Proposed Amendment to BCO 14-2
Currently a Ruling Elder is a representative of a congregation to the
Presbytery and the General Assembly. In a purely delegated Assembly, the
members are delegaies of the Presbytery. The proposed “Other Years Assem-
bly” (I11) may be composed of both. This arrangement is internally inconsis-
tent. and does not deal with responsibility for expenses (BCO 10-6).
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Exhibit C: Proposed Amendments to BCO 15
1. There is a major constitutional change involved in the election of a
commission (which acts on behalf of a court) which may be composed of
men not members of that court (New 15-6) elected by a body (bodies) other
than that court (New 15-5). Thus decisions may be rendered (to the point of
their approval by the Assembly) by a body other than the Assembly.
2. The proposed 15-3 takes the Assembly procedure for commission reports
(RAO 12-5) and makes this procedure constitutionally required for pre-
sbyteries.
3. Presently BCO 14-1-9 provides a general guide for constitution of com-
mittees to include proportional representations of all Presbyteries “whenever
possible.” Proposed 15-4 makes this a constitutional rule in relation to the
proposed permanent judicial commission.
4. The proposed “Regional Judicial Commissions” introduce a regional level
of judicial authority without corresponding regional courts.

Exhibit A and Minority Report
Since no specific amendments to the Constitution were proposed, the
Committee on Judicial Business was unable to evaluate the recommendations
of Exhibit A or the Minority Report. (See 14-52, IIl, 51, p. 129) Adopted
A motion to amend the Rules of Assembly Operations, X. Judicial Commissions,
by adding the following new paragraph (as amended) was defeated for lack of the
required two-thirds of the registered commissioners (538 in favor).
C. Priorto the end of each General Assembly, four standing judicial commissions
made up of fifteen (15) members and four (4) alternates each shall be elected on
the floor of the General Assembly from names nominated by the Committee of
Commissioners on Judicial Business (with nominations allowed from the floor).
Nominees for those standing judicial commissions shall be limited to representa-
tives of presbyteries of four geographical regions as recommended by the Comm it-
tee of Commissioners on Judicial Business. Any judicial reference arising to the
level of General Assembly between meetings of the General Assembly will be
assigned to a standing judicial commission and, if found in order by it, will be
adjudicated. Each standing judicial commission will operate and report the result
of their work to the next General Assembly in accordance with sections “A" and
“B” above.
A motion was made and seconded to refer the defeated motion and all matters concerning
regional judicial commissions to the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.

Adopted

4. That the Ad Interim committee be continued for an additional year to report
to the 15th General Assembly. Adopted

5. That the report of the Committee be received as a whole. Adopted

See also paragraphs 14-8, p. 81; 14-27. p. 104; 14-31, p. 107.

The Moderator resumed the chair and the Assembly paused to sing “All Hail the
Power of Jesus' Name.”
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14-38 Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations.

TE Don K. Clements, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s
report. Recommendations 1-9 were handled at this time. The entire report is given
here for easy reference.

The Assembly voted to hear the fraternal delegates of sister Churches and represen-
tatives of the Reformed Episcopal Church at this time, and TE Henry L. Smith,
chairman of the permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations, read a letter of greeting
from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. He introduced the fraternal dele-
gates: Christian Reformed Church - TE Robert DeVries; Orthodox Presbyterian Church
- TE Clair Davis; Reformed Presbyterian Church, North America - TE Jonathan Leach;
Reformed Episcopal Church - TE Neil Beck, TE Allen Guelzo. All but Mr. Beck
addressed the Assembly. On motion the fraternal delegates were seated as visiting
brethren and accorded the privilege of the floor.

I. Business Referred to the Committee

Report of the Permanent Committee (Appendix H, p. 321).

Supplemental Report of the Permanent Committee (Appendix H, p. 321).
Communication No. 1 from the Presbyterian Church in Uganda (14-4, A, 1,
p. 34).

Minutes of the Permanent Committee for Nov. 19-20, 1985; March 5, 1986;
June 17, 1986.

Letter from the Fiftieth General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
over the signature of Stated Clerk John P. Galbraith ( p. 39).

Overture No. 48 (14-4, B, p. 47).

Business carried over from previous Assemblies (14-4, C, p. 66).

m O Qw>

om

II. Statement of the Major Issues Discussed
A. The rejection of Joining and Receiving by the Fiftieth General Assembly of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and our future relations with the OPC.
B. The advisability of membership in the National Association of Evangelicals.
C. The communication from the Reformed Episcopal Church regarding the de-
velopment of fraternal relations between the REC and the PCA.

III. Recommendations
1. That the Minutes of the Permanent Committee for Nov. 19-20, 1985 be
approved with the following notations:
a. The minutes do not specify if this is a called or a stated meeting (RAO
8-13.3).
b. On No. 6 and 7 the names of those making and seconding motions ought
not to be recorded (RAO 9-14-6a). Adopted
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2. That the Minutes of the Permanent Committee for March 5, 1986 and June
17, 1986 be approved without exception or notation. Adopted
3. Thatthe Assembly ask NAPARC to define the phrase “to refrain from enlisting
members” and the words “communicate” and “community” so that the PCA
will be better able to act upon the NAPARC request for identical comity
agreements. Adopted
4. That your committee be given permission to seek a joint meeting with the
Interchurch Relations Committee of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America to discuss mutual relations and areas of cooperation, with the
possibility of proposing next year a plan for joining and receiving for consid-
eration by the 1987 General Assembly. Adopted
5. That the General Assembly instruct the committee to prepare a statement of
guiding principles for ecumenical relations. Adopted
6. That at this time the PCA continue the policy approved by the Twelfth General
Assembly (M12 GA, 11-29, IIl, 10, pp. 96, 345) regarding relations towards
churches outside the United States and Canada. Adopted

As commissioners were being called into the floor, the report was interrupted and RE
Robert Liken, Philadelphia Presbytery, was elected an alternate member of the judicial
commission to handle Case #1.

7. That the Presbyterian Church in America now enter into full membership in
the National Association of Evangelicals. Your committee has thoroughly
studied the matter over the course of several years, and wishes to fully inform
you of reasons advanced for and against this proposal. Attached are these
papers: (See Appendix H, p. 321)

Paper A - Reasons Favoring Affiliation with the National Association of
Evangelicals
Paper B - Statement of Faith of NAE
Paper C - Projected Annual Expense to the PCA for Membership in NAE
Paper D - Minority Report, opposing joining NAE Adopted 352-274
A motion that matters of funding the membership of the PCA in the NAE be
referred to the Committee of Commissioners on Administration for their recom-
mendation was adopted. See 14-74, IlI, 63, p. 175
The following requested that their negative votes be recorded: TE’s Larry E. Ball, Roland Barnes, David
Boxerman, Eugene C. Case. David Dively, Bob L. Dunn, Eric R. Dye, Howell Gerow, David W. Hall,
Curtis Lovelace, Edward T. Noe, Daniel G. Osborne, William H. Rose, Frank J. Smith, Stephen Stout,
Thomas B. Sullivan, Jr., Chris Tindall, Larry W. Wilson, and RE’s Robert K. Ashbaugh, John Bradshaw.
John Hill, Lloyd B. Moore, James Routszong, John G. Thompson, and Walter F. Zumbach.
The following protest to the joining of the NAE was received and ordered spread upon the minutes.

We, the undersigned commissioners to the Fourteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in America, do most solemnly enter our protest against the action of the General Assembly, meeting
at Philadelphia on the 25th day of June, 1986, in its vote to associate with the National Association
of Evangelicals. It is the conviction of the undersigned that said action of the Assembly is mischievous
and erroneous for the following reasons:

First, that in its action, the Assembly refused to delay such association until a study could be made
to arrive at principles upon which such an association might be concluded, if, indeed, it should be
concluded.

Secondly, and more grievously from our point of view, the Assembly, by its action, has bound
brothers who do not wish to be associated with the National Association of Evangelicals to that
organization irrespective of their convictions; and this in total disregard for the fact that any individual
whose convictions allow him to be a member of the NAE is perfectly free to conclude that association.
Thus, the Assembly has placed us in a position which, though not completely analogous to the embarrass-
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menl felt by many in this Assembly who were involuntarily associated with such organizations as the
World and National Councils of Churches in former ecclesiastical connections, isstill acutely embar-
rassing to us and contrary to our firmly held convictions.

When we associated ourselves with the Presbyterian Church in America, we associated ourselves
with its presbyteries and with the General Assembly. We did not contract to either the presbyteries
or the General Assembly the right to make for us any other associations, least of all to extra-ecclesiastical
organizations.

Therefore, we present this protest and request of the GeneralAssembly that it be
recorded according to the terms of the Book of Church Order 45-3.
EugeneC. Case James A. Jones, Jr. VaughnE. Hathaway, Jr.
J.Curtis Lovelace Thomas T. Ellis Anthony R. Dallison
Tom B. Sullivan, Jr. Larry W. Wilson William H. Rose
Mitchell J. Byers David S. Boxerman Lawrence B.Oldaker
Larry E. Ball Daniel G. Osborne Lloyd B. Moore
DavidR. Dively James M. Bowen, Jr. EdwardT. Noe
Seth Skolnitsky Gerald Malkus David F. Coffin, Jr.
Nelson Malkus George Bragdon James Gary Aitken
ThomasG. Cross J.W . White PeterStazenll
S.EddCathey Russell R. Doig Rodney King
Thomas A. Fortney ChrisTindall DavidHall
John P. MacRae Darwin Jordan Steve Wilkins
Morton H . Smith Howard Griffith

8. a. That the Fourteenth General Assembly reissue the invitation of the PCA
to the OPC to join and be received on the basis of the joint statement
adopted by the Eleventh General Assembly (MI1GA, p. 127-128).

Adopted
b. That the Permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations continue to be
the appropriate representative of the PCA for any discussion pursuant to
Joining and Receiving. Adopted
The Stated Clerk was directed to include the vote of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
General Assembly of 78-68 in the communication to the presbyteries regarding this
matter.
Reason: The Committee felt that continued discussion of ecumenical rela-
tions between the OPC and PCA is warranted. The Committee also feels that
the process of Joining and Receiving remains the best vehicle to achieve this.

9. a. That the Communication from the Reformed Episcopal Church regarding
the development of fraternal relations be referred to the Interchurch Re-
lations Committee for study. Adopted

b. That the previously appointed representative of the Reformed Episcopal
Church be given the privilege of the floor to bring informal greetings.
Adopted

10. That Communication No. 1, p. 34, from the Presbyterian Church in Uganda

be referred to the Interchurch Relations Committee for their standard response

to such communications (cf. Rec. No. 6 above). Adopted
11. That Overture No. 48, p. 47 be answered by reference to Recommendation
No. 7. Adopted
12. That the policy statement contained in Item 13-44, IIl, 7 (see 14-4, C, p. 66)
is understood to be replaced by the policy statement contained in Recommen-
dation No. 6. Adopted
13. That the report as a whole be approved. Adopted
Commissioners Present:
Presbytery Commissioner

Ascension TE Thomas M . Gregory
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Central Georgia RE J.Lawrence Cavanah
Covenant TE Tim Starnes

Eastern Canada TE Michael Goheen

Grace TE Eugene Case, Secretary
New River TE Don K. Clements, Chairman
Philadelphia RE Thomas Albrecht
Siouxlands TE Edd Cathey

Warrior TE Bill Rose

Clerk’s Note: Recommendations 10, 11, 12 were handled in 14-41, p. 112. They are
included here for easier reference.

14-39 Recess.
The time for recess arrived and the Moderator concluded the morning session at
12:10 p.m. with prayer.

MINUTES—WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
June 25, 1986
Sixth Session

14-40 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of “O the Deep, Deep
Love of Jesus” and prayer by TE Todd W. Allen.

14-41  Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations.

TE Don K. Clements, chairman, led in prayer and continued theCommittee’s
report. Recommendations 10, 11, and 12 were handledat this time.See  14-38, p.
111 for the text.

TE Morton H. Smith introduced TE Peter Kim, retiring moderator of the Korean
American Presbyterian Church, who brought greetings to the Assembly from this sister
Church.

14-42 Committee on Judicial Business.
TE Rodney T. King, chairman, led in prayer and presented a brief report of the
Committee.
1. Constitutional Inquiry from the Commission to adjudicate case No. 4:
“W hat constitutes ‘appearance’ under the terms of BCO 42-11? For exam-
ple, if an appellant or his counsel is in the Assembly but does not appear
before the commission appointed to adjudicate the case by the end of
business on the second day, is itto be considered that he has not appeared?”
Answer:
That “appearance” shall be defined as the personal presence of the parties
(or counsel) before the adjudicating body after reasonable notice has been
given by that body. Adopted

14-43 Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America.

TE Howard Griffith, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.
I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. Minutes of the Permanent Committee
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Report of the Permanent Committee
Overtures 3, 9, 10, 14, 22, 30, 33, 36, 38, 39, 45, 50 (p. 53ff)

ajor Issues Discussed

Coordinator’s verbal report.

Minutes

Presbytery Boundaries

Building matters

Mercy ministries

Salary pattern for organizing pastors

International Student Ministries

Financial reporting of Reformed University Ministries

MNA’s plan for westward movement of the church

Chaplain’s endorsement

Membership status of baptized servicemen

Assembly sponsorship of the Bible Study Hour

Proposal for a new Coordinator

Development of a new Canadian denomination. The Committee of Commis-
sioners wishes the Assembly to note that (agreeably to the Coordinator) a
more felicitous statement of Section L (p. 602) of the Permanent Comm ittee’s
report would be:

The Canadian members of the Presbytery of Pacific Northwest have agreed
to propose no other denominational name for use in Canada. Meetings were
held with the Presbytery of Eastern Canada, as ordered by the 13th General
Assembly (M13GA, p. 132). The Canadians agree to the goal of forming a
new Canadian denomination, sister to the PCA, by the end of this century.
To accomplish this, they will need the special attention of the church planting
arm of the GA, and a generous, loving commitment from the churches in the
USA.

Budget

I1l. Recommendations

1

That the Assembly receive the paper entitled “Deaf Ministry: A Guide for
Churches” which includes an annotated bibliography of materials for ministries
with the deaf as requested by the 13th GA and leave with CE/P the responsi-
bility to “assemble these materials and make them available to local churches.”
(Appendix J, Attachment A as amended as follows):
I.  Change heading to “Outline for Integrating Deaf Persons Into Church.”
A .3 Replace second sentence with the following:Become aware of the
opposing approaches to communication and education known as
Oralism and Manualism. Within the manual approach, learn the
differences between American Sign Language and Signed English.
Add B. I.f.
Make your church accessible to the deaf persons in the community
by purchasing a TDD (Telecommunications Device for the Deaf)
and provide training in its use.
Add B.3.
Develop a relationship with local interpreters or interpreter referral
agencies to ensure proper coverage of services and events.
Add B.4
Church bulletins, as well as any publicly circulated announcements
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of Church services, should advertise that interpreter services may be
arranged if requested, giving the name of the contact person and date
by which notification should be made. This will preclude unnecessary
contracting of interpreter services.
After C.4.c add
NOTE: Congregations should be aware that there is a substantial
body of opinion among professionals in this field, with regard to the
question of “subcongregations, mission churches, or autonomous
churches" for the deaf, arguing that such structures are harmful to
the best interests of the deaf, and their integration into the Body of
Christ.
Add C.5
To promote integration of deaf persons into your congregations, offer
Sign Language classes for all interested persons. Any deaf members
may assist in the organization and instruction of the class.
RESOURCES
Add a Sign Language text. Gallaudet College book store has many
to choose from. Basic Course in Manual Communication Il, or The
Joy of Sign might be good choices. Charlotte Baker and Robbin
Battison, editors of Sign Language and the DeafCommunity, National
Association of the Deaf. Also available at the Gallaudet College
book store. Adopted
Grounds: These are helpful additions which do not conflict with the MNA
proposal

2. With reference to A.2 (Appendix J, p. 351), Overture 3 (p. 53) and Overture
36 (p. 56) that:

114

a.
Clerk’s Note:
Marsh, Miss

(1) That the General Assembly receive the “Biblical Guidelines for Mercy
Ministry in the Presbyterian Church in America” from its permanent
Committee on Mission to North America as information for our pres-
byteries and congregations, so that our people might grow in their in-
formed involvement in this important area of ministry; and

(2) That the moderator appoint a study committee to define diaconal
responsibilities both within and without the Body of Christ, in the light
of Scriptures and of the history of the Reformed family of Churches:
This study Committee consists of TE Tim Keller, Philadelphia; TE Fred
issippi Valley; TE Edmond Clowney, James River; TE James Hatch,

North Georgia; Deacon Frank Harder, Tenth PC; RE Hadley T. Mitchell, Tennessee
Valley; and TE Jimmy Lyons, Evangel.

b.

Grounds:
a.

(3) That this study committee report to the Fifteenth General Assembly;
That the study committee is to be funded by MNA with a maximum limit
of $5,000.

That “Love Expressed: Resources for Deacons” not be used as an approved
guide to the office of deacon until the work of the study committee is
accomplished, but that the Christian Education & Publications Committee
be allowed to continue to distribute this work. Adopted

Overture 36 raises significant questions about the Mercy Ministry
guidelines.
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b. The relationship of the diaconate to Mercy Ministries needs to be addres-
sed. The current report does not mention deacons.

c. It is appropriate that MNA fund this study as a continuation of the study
already begun.

3. That the Assembly note the employment of a Disaster Services Coordinator,
as ordered, and urge that presbyteries proceed to identify area coordinators
and train disaster response teams. That the Administrative policies of the
"Disaster and Diaconal Fund" (Appendix J, Attachment C, p. 367) be approved
provisionally, for the use of MNA in decision-making in the administration
of this fund, until those policies are received and reported on by the Study
Committee on Diaconal and Mercy Ministry. Adopted
Grounds: This deals with some of the same issues as those to be addressed
by the study committee.

4. That the Assembly again approve an annual one day emphasis on mercy at
the discretion of the church session and that an offering be encouraged for
the Assembly's Mercy Ministries. Adopted

5. That the Assembly recognize the Revolving Building Fund, operated as a
trust, as ordered, but under the name "Investors Fund for Building and De-
velopment, Presbyterian Church in America.” (Appendix J, Attachment D,
p. 369) Adopted

6. That the Assembly accept the salary study done by 1A&R as satisfactorily
answering its request for such a study and approve the guidelines for setting
organizing pastor salaries as listed under Ill H in the permanent committee
report (Appendix J, p. 350). Adopted

7. That the Assembly answer the overturefrom the Presbytery ofEastern Canada
(MUGA, p. 132, IIl Recommendation 3) by permitting the Canadians to take
a name, or names, acceptable to Canadians without attempting to disavow
their international relationships. The Assembly on its part will order its Com-
mittee on Mission to North America, and encourage its other presbyteries and
churches, to offer the Canadians all possible aid for the development of a
Canadian national church. The goal of a Canadian denomination by the year
2000 is hereby declared.

The recommendation was further amended by adding to Attachment G (Ap-
pendix J, p. 375), "Western Expansion of PCA," a new 3.e:

“that the General Assembly order the Mission to North America Commit-

tee to give greater effort in building PCA churches in Canada, and that

the General Assembly encourage its other presbyteries and churches to

offer the Canadians all possible aid for the development of PCA churches

in Canada;” Adopted
See Appendix J, Attachment G, p. 375 for the full text.

8. a. That the Assembly adopt the following as the meaning of “endorse”

(1) Endorsement includes accreditation. The agency is declared a valid
and worthy ministry. Endorsement goes beyond accreditation, how-
ever.

(2) Endorsement of any agency is a statement that the General Assembly
will not duplicate the agency's service and will seek to actively
support it from its resources.

(a) Individual donor level: an endorsed agency shall have access to
the denomination’s mailing list on a schedule approved by the
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Committee on Administration which shall also approve the con-
tent of the mailing with the concurrence of GA MNA.

(b) Local church level: The GA MNA Committee shall formally
recommend that the endorsed agency receive support from local
churches and presbyteries.

(c) General Assembly Level: develop a plan of cooperation with
the endorsed agency to aid its expansion in areas of PCA

strength.” (See Attachment C,Il,c,l,a. p. 368) Adopted
b. That Bethany Christian Services be considered an endorsed agency under
this definition. Adopted

c. The Assembly is asked to hear a ten-minute report on Bethany Christian
Services from Mr. James K. Haveman, Bethany’s new Executive Direc-
tor. Adopted

Ground: It will be clearer for the Assembly to consider the permanent commit-

tee’s recommendations in this form.

The Assembly is asked to recognize the development of International Student

Ministries and approve the policy found in Attachment F (Appendix J, p.

373) to cover missionaries with International Student Ministries and Ethnic

Church Development. Adopted

Grounds: This policy is modeled on tested MTW policies. The MNA Commit-

tee expressed its intention to include Ethnic Church Development under these

policies.

The Assembly is asked to review the plan of MNA and the three western

presbyteries to accomplish the Assembly’s wishes for emphasis on western

expansion and support the concept of a western office to facilitate this emphasis
over a period of five years. (Attachment G, Appendix J, p. 375 amended as
follows)

3.a.4) insert “offer to” before “provide” and strike 3.e. Adopted

Grounds:

1. on 3.a.4) This is to make clear that primary responsibility for church
planting within the bounds of presbyteries remains with the pres-
byteries.

2. Strike MNA’s 3.e - this is covered by recommendation 7.

That MNA’s recommendation B.4 (Appendix J, p. 352) be referred to the

Permanent Committee on Judicial Business. Adopted

Grounds: MNA’s recommendation was seen to contradict BCO 46-4. The

Committee of Commissioners did not have time to consider the constitutional

issues adequately.

That the Joint Commission on Chaplains have its constitution amended under

Article 111 (asfollows):

“The Commission may serve as the endorsing agency for applicants on

non-member denominations which are in doctrinal agreement with the

standards of the member denominations. Formal applications from non-
member denominations will be handled on a case by case basis and will
be subject to approval at the next meeting of the Commission. Adopted

The Assembly is asked to approve the use of the Bible Study Hour broadcast

of TE James Boice and recommend that its Committee on Mission to North

America, presbyteries and churches sponsor the broadcast as a means of

making the PCA known, for the development of the church and of new
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congregations, and recommend that its Committee on MNA, preshyteries,
and churches consider sponsoring the broadcast. Adopted
Grounds:

1. To specify the radio ministry of the Bible Study Hour.

2. That sponsorship be left up to the individual judicatories.

The budget and income of MNA has grown at a steady pace; the percentage
is approximately twice that of communicant growth. For this we thank God.
The budget request for the new fiscal year is directly in line with this steady
development and we recommend it to the Assembly for its approval and
support. Deferred, see 14-74, 1ll, 44, p. 173

(See MNA Report, Appendix J, Recommendation No. 9, p. 353) Because of

the increasing number of requests for changes in Presbytery boundaries it is

recommended that a section be added to the Rules for Assembly Operations,

possibly numbered X, moving the subsequent sections back by one number:
10-1 It is the responsibility of the General Assembly to determine pres-
bytery boundaries but only with the concurrence of those existing presby-
teries affected and usually as a result of their initiative.

10-2 In order that changes in presbytery boundaries may be made in
an orderly way and new presbyteries created after due consideration, the
stated clerk shall respond to any request for a change in a presbytery’s
boundaries, or for a new presbytery, by referring the matter to a Subcom-
mittee on Boundaries to be appointed by and under the jurisdiction of
the permanent Committee on Mission to North America.

10-3 The subcommittee will report to the permanent Committee on
Mission to North America which will report its recommendation, together
with all pertinent material, to the General Assembly through the Commit-
tee of Commissioners on Mission to North America.

Grounds: A sentence was removed from 10-3 which spoke of developing criteria.
This would be out of place in a permanent rule.
Carried over to the next General Assembly due to the fact that there were not 2/3 of
the Assembly present.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

That Mission to North America be authorized to operate under this procedure
proposed under the above recommendations until it can be acted upon by the

Fifteenth General Assembly. Adopted
That Overtures 9 and 15, p. 54 dealing with Newport, TN be answered in
the affirmative. Adopted
That Overtures 22, p. 54, 33, p. 55, and 44, p. 60, dealing with Catawba
Co., NC, be answered in the affirmative. Adopted
That Overture 39, p. 59 dealing with Philadelphia Presbytery be answered in
the affirmative. Adopted
That Overture 10, p. 54 dealing with the boundary status of Kansas be referred
to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries. Adopted
That Overture 38, p. 58 be answered in the affirmative and Texas be added
into Korean Central. Adopted

That Overture 45, p. 60 regarding policies for division of presbyteries be
referred to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries. Adopted
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
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That Overture 50, p. 60 regarding the extension of presbyteries to include all
of geographical U.S. be referred to the prosposed subcommittee on presbytery
boundaries. Adopted
That Overture 30, p. 55 dealing with the Five Million Fund, be answered in
the affirmative after substituting the following for point 4. “That the GA
request the Coordinator to make the building needs of our churches known
on a regular basis through the Messenger. Adopted
Grounds:
1. There has not been adequate response from direct mail efforts.
2. Point 4 as originally proposed might require additional staff.
(See Report, Appendix J, recommendation 8, p. 352)
That TE Terry Gyger be elected Coordinator of the Committee on Mission
to North America for the coming year beginning on July 15, 1986. Mr. Gyger
was bom in Glendale, Arizona and is 52 years of age. He is a graduate of
the University of Arizona where he also received his Masters Degree in
Education. The Masters in Theology was earned at the Conservative Baptist
Theological Seminary in Denver. Terry was founder of Men in Action (later
Ministries in Action), and served as its president from 1961 to 1975. In 1975
he was ordained by the South Florida Presbytery of the PCA and was called
to Immanuel Church, PCA, which he served for five years. From 1981 until
1984 he served the Committee on Mission to North America as Assistant
Coordinator for Church Development. For two years he has been the Assistant
Pastor of Perimeter Church in Atlanta. Mr. Gyger was chosen by a search
committee comprised of TE Frank Barker (chairman), TE James Baird, RE
Gordon Shaw, RE David Graves, and RE Bob Ranson. He was approved by
the MNA Committee on June 6 and that Committee now offers his name in
nomination. Adopted
(See recommendation 10, Appendix J, p. 353) Recommend to the GA that
it “Receive MNA Supplemental Report Attachment | (p. 378) and approve it
as a standard format whereby the Reformed University Ministries of the
Committee on Mission to North America can report its ministries, staff and
finances. The Assembly’s auditors believed that a simple report of financial
activity to the Assembly was all that was necessary, rather than a separate
(from MNA) audited statement. The GA committee in the area of campus
ministries acts as an administrative channel for the funds for the presbyteries
and provide an audited report of the funds to the presbyteries involved.
Adopted
NOTE: this only has changes in the order of sentences.
That the General Assembly encourage local churches to give serious consid-
eration to making a contribution to the diaconal fund of Siouxlands Presbytery
for the relief of farm families in their churches who have been hurt by the
farm crisis. Adopted
That the Minutes identified above be approved with notations. Adopted

MINORITY REPORT

the minutes of the Permanent Committee on Mission to North America for
9/5/85, 12/5/85, 3/6/86, 6/5/86 be approved with the following exceptions.
Exception is taken to the minutes of 9/5/85 (9-85-34) and 3/6/86 (3-86-38)
where the Committee approves the concept of placing a lien on property for
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which MNA has provided funds when repayment is six months in arrears.

Grounds:

a. These actions are contrary to BCO 14-1-7 in that the General Assembly
has not approved the concept.

b. These actions raise serious questions in regard to BCO 25-8.

Defeated

Exception is taken to the minutes of 9/5/85 (9-85-38) and 12/5/85 (12-85-32)

where an interest-free loan is taken from the Five Million Fund to develop

the Revolving Building Fund. Defeated

Codling requested that his affirmative vote on Recommendation 2 be recorded.

Grounds:

a. Such action violates the original purpose of the Five Million Fund, which
was to provide interest-free money to new churches to build necessary
buildings.

b. Such action violates the implied trusts of those who contributed to the
Five Million Fund as an interest-free fund.

c. Such action takes money that should be available to churches, interest-
free, out of circulation.

Signed,
Brent Bradley, Carl Bogue
Jim Fletcher, Bob Hezlep, Dale Smith
That the audit of MNA (available in the Office of the Stated Clerk) be approved.
Adopted

With grateful praise to God we commend Dr. J. Philip Clark, the staff of

MNA, and the permanent committee for their diligence and selfless service

throughout the past year, and ask that the Chairman of MNA be given a brief

time for the purpose of expressing our gratitude for Philip Clark’s service to

MNA for the past eleven years. That Dr. Clark continue as interim coordinator

until July 15, 1986. Adopted

That the report be received as a whole. Adopted

Following a brief recognition of Dr. Clark for his years of faithful and inspiring
leadership, and the introduction of the new MNA Coordinater, TE Terry Gyger, the
Assembly was led in prayer by TE Cortez A. Cooper, Jr., chairman of the permanent
Mission to North America Committee.

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Ascension TE Carl. W. Bogue

Central Carolina TE L. Kenneth Hash

Central Georgia RE JohnT. Bailee, Jr.
Covenant TE R. C. Cannada, Jr.
Delmarva RE David Coffin, Jr.

Eastern Canada TE Robert A. McPherson
Eastern Carolina TE James K. Workman, Secretary
Evangel RE Bob Hezlep

Grace TE Walt Shepard

James River TE Howard Griffith, Chairman
mKorean Eastern RE ChiWan Kim
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Presbytery Commissioner
Mississippi Valley RE JackC. Treloar, Jr.
Missouri RE Jack Carran

New Jersey RE Dennis Lytle
North Georgia TE Jim Fletcher

North Texas TE Dale L. Smith
Northeast TE JohnL. Vance
Philadelphia RE Len Buckman
Siouxlands TE Stan Sundberg
Southwest TE Bob Stuart
Warrior TE William (Billy) Joseph
Westminster TE G. Brent Bradley

During this report, the Assembly paused for intercessory prayer for one covenant
child seriously ill with a kidney problem.

14-44 Committee on Judicial Business.

TE Rodney King, chairman, made a partial report for the Committee on Judicial
Business. Recommendation #52 was handled at this time. See 14-52, p. 122 for the
entire text of the report.

Constitutional Inquiry from the Commission to adjudicate case No. 5:

“What constitutes ajudicial commission under the terms of BCO 15-2? Specifically,

must a presbytery act to ‘clothe” a commission with judicial authority in order to

meet the constitutional requirements of 15-2 as a judicial commission.” If the
presbytery must act, what action must be taken?”
Answer:

“A judicial commission is a commission appointed in accordance with BCO 15-2

with instructions to adjudicate a matter. Such acommission may only be appointed

after the charges have been approved for process by the court under BCO 32-3."

Adopted

14-45 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
Recommendation 62 was handled at this time. See 14-52, p. 122 for the entire report.

14-46 Committee of Commissioners on the PCA Foundation.
TE Todd W. Allen, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.
TE Edmund P. Clowney assumed the chair at the request of the moderator.
I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Report of the Permanent Committee
B. Minutes of the Permanent Committee
C. Business Carried Over - method of funding
Il. Major Issues Discussed
A. Report of the Permanent Committee
B. Method of Funding
I1l. Recommendations
1. Jack Hudson be commended for his diligent work as PCAF director, and that
he, the director, be given 5 minutes to report on the work before the General
Assembly. Adopted
2. The Budget of 133,804.00 for the PCAF be approved for 1986-1987 year
(Appendix C, p. 293). Deferred to 14-74, 111, 46, p. 173
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3. The two (2) regular vacancies of the board be filled.
Deferred to 14-60, p. 140
4. Each church be encouraged to consider the various ways the Foundation can
serve them, such as: seminars, literature and audio-visual materials to educate

their people in effective giving (See Appendix M, p. 421). Adopted
5. Each church be encouraged to participate in the Memorial Gift Program
(Appendix M, p. 421). Adopted

6. Ridge Haven's unpaid share of the PCAF's support be carried as “accounts

receivable,” and that Ridge Haven be directed by GA to begin payment as
soon as possible. Adopted
7. Ridge Haven was permitted to withdraw from its participation in the PCA
Foundation. Adopted

8. As per the directives of the 13th General Assembly the Foundation Board of
Directors has considered the current method of funding its annual budget by
the four committees and two agencies of the PCA. Any undesignated gifts
received by the Foundation are distributed equally to the four committees and
two agencies. Adopted

9. That the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE RobertEickelberg
Central Florida RE Chuck Black
Central Georgia RE Harry Broadman Jr.
Grace TE DanThompson
Great Lakes RE Tom Stein

James River TE Joe Mullen
Mississippi Valley RE Robert Gillespie
North Georgia TE Todd Allen
Philadelphia TE Willard Lutz
Southeast Alabama TE Bill Dever
Southern Florida TE Jim Bland
Southwest TE Charles Turner
Tennessee Valley RE Bill Smith

W estminster TE Tom Sullivan

14-47 Recess.

The Assembly voted to reconvene at 9:40 p.m. following the evening service
and program presentation and recessed at 5:30 p.m. with prayer by TE Roland
Barnes.

MINUTES—WEDNESDAY EVENING
June 25, 1986
Seventh Session

14-48 Reconvening.

The Assembly reconvened at 10:00 p.m ., following the evening service and program
presentations, being led in prayer by TE Henry S. Thigpen. RE Jack Williamson
assumed the chair.
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14-49 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.

TE J. Steven Wilkins continued the Committee’s report. Recommendations 11 and
12 were handled at this time. Negative votes of recommendation 10 were entered at
this time. See 14-52, p. 122 for the entire report.

14-50 Recess.
The order of the day for recess having arrived, the Assembly recessed at 10:45
p.m. and was led in prayer by TE William A. Fox, Jr.

MINUTES—THURSDAY MORNING
June 26, 1986
Eighth Session

14-51 Reconvening.

The Assembly reconvened at 8:15 a.m. in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadel-
phia, PA. Following the singing of “O Thou That Hear’st When Sinners Cry” and
prayer by the Moderator, TE James M. Boice introduced RE C. Everett Koop, Surgeon
General of the United States of America, who addressed the Assembly on the subject
of pornography and prostitution, especially as they affect the emotional, moral, phys-
ical, and spiritual health of our citizenry. The special order concluded with all joining
to sing “Christian, Dost Thou See Them” and prayer by TE Boice. A brief recess was
taken while the commissioners moved to a temporary meeting room in the annex of
the Academy of Music.

14-52 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.

Commissioners reassembled in the Rehearsal Hall of the Academy of Music. TE
Mack F. Harrell led in prayer. RE W. Jack Williamson came to the chair at the request
of the moderator, and the Committee’s report continued. Recommendations 13-20.
22-28, 30-33, 42-49, 54-59 were handled at this time. The entire report is presented
here for easy reference.

Recommendations
1. That the response of the Permanent Committee to the General Assembly

assignment proposing an amendment to BCO 45 to clarify the issue of accept-

able dissents be sustained as amended as follows:

45-1 Any member of a court who had a right to vote on a question, and
is not satisfied with the action taken by that court, is entitled to have
a dissent or protest recorded. Written notice of such dissent or protest
shall be filed with the clerk of the court no later than the end of the
next stated meeting of the court.

45-2 A dissent is a declaration on the part of one or more members of
a minority, expressing a different opinion from the majority in its action
on any issue before the court, and may be accompanied with the reasons
on which it is founded.

45-3 A protest is a more solemn and formal declaration by members of
a minority, bearing their testimony against what they deem an improper
or erroneous action on any issue before the court, and is generally
accompanied with the reasons on which it is founded.

45-4 If a protest or dissent be couched in temperate language, and be
respectful to the court, it shall be recorded; and the court may, if deemed
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necessary, put an answer to the dissent or protest on the records along
with it. Here the matter shall end, unless the parties obtain permission
to withdraw their dissent or protest absolutely, or for the sake of amend-
ment.
45-5 None can join in dissent or protest against an action of any court
except those who had a right to vote in the case.
Adopted and sent down to presbyteries for advice and consent
That the response of the Permanent Committee to the General Assembly
assignment to review the Minutes of Palmetto Presbytery for 1984 be sustained.
Adopted
That the response of the Permanent Committee to the General Assembly
assignment to review the action of Central Carolina Presbytery regarding an
exception to their Minutes of 1983 be sustained. Adopted
. That Case 1, the Complaint of TE Gentry et al. against the Presbytery of
Calvary, be found in order, and that a Commission be appointed to adjudicate
the matter. The committee nominates the following commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

1 Palmer Robertson, Delmarva C. E. Hornsby, Warrior

2 Scott Reiber, Central Georgia Bob Steadman, Siouxlands

3. Bill Dever, SE Alabama Howard Elams, Central Florida
4. Irwin Morrison. Philadelphia Charles Roberts, Grace

5. Alan Storey. New Jersey Ed Robeson, W. Carolina

6. Dale Smith, N. Texas, Convener W illiam Russell, James River
7. Brent Bradley. Westminster Frank Brock, Tennessee Valley
8. Tim Fortner, Covenant alt. Robert King, Evangel

9. James Meek. Louisiana alt. O.H. Smith, Gulf Coast

Adopted
(See 14-91, p. 224, for the adjudication.)
That Case 2, the Complaint of TE Hathaway et al. against the Presbytery of
Grace, be found in order, and that a Commission be appointed to adjudicate
the matter. The committee nominates the following commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

1. Joseph Ryan, J. River, Convener Ira Burton, Calvary

2. Alfred Saleeby, C. Carolina Harry Broadman, Central Georgia
3. R.C. Sproul, Central Florida Robert Oldaker, Ascension

4. Mike Sartelle, Covenant Mike Waddell, W. Carolina

5. Gerald Malkus, Palmetto Bill Smith, Tennessee Valley

6. Tom Barnes, Southeast Alabama Andrew Belz. Siouxlands

7. David Brow n. Pacific Don Moore, Great Lakes

8. alt. Robert Rayburn, Pacific NW Frank Oaks, Gulf Coast

9. alt. James Richwine, S. Florida alt. Don Long, New Jersey

Adopted
(See 14-68. p. 148 for the adjudication.)
That Case 3, the Complaint of RE Knight against the Presbytery of Palmetto,
be found in order, and that a Commission be appointed to adjudicate the
matter. The committee nominates the following commissioners:
Teaching Elders
1. Steven Christian, C. FL, Convener  John Ramirez, James River
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2. Morton Whitman, Missouri James Haber, Delmarva

3. Wi illiam Stanway, Grace Richard Tyndall, W. Carolina

4. Jim Bland, S. Florida William Montgomery, Southwest
5. ArtBrodwick, Ascension W illiam Fairies, Sr., E. Carolina
6. Don Clements, New River W insterTraynham, Calvary

7. Randy Davis, Tennessee Valley Gerald Sovereign, GulfCoast

8. RobertSchwanebeck, Miss.Valley alt. George Nottingham. C. GA

9. Timothy Starnes, Covenant alt. Walter Zumbach, Philadelphia

Adopted
See 14-71, p. 163 for the adjudication.)
That Case 4, the Appeal of TE Steele against the Presbytery of Great Lakes,
be found in order, and that a Commission be appointed to adjudicate the
matter. That Case #7 of TE Shell vs. Great Lakes Presbytery be found not
in order. If the Assembly find the appeal not in order, we recommend that
this complaint then be found in order. The committee nominates the following
commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

1. Carol Smith, C. FL, Convener Robert Ransom, James River

2. Eugene Case, Grace Claude Vernon, Palmetto

3. Bob Cargo, North Georgia Thomas Dizer, Delmarva

4. John Debardeleben, Philadelphia Roger Ingalson, Tennessee Valley
5. Mike Sanders, SE Alabama Byung Oh, Korean

6. Jim Jones, Westminster Thurston Futch, C. Georgia

7. Ron Parrish, North Georgia Robert Badoux, Ascension

8. Michael Ahlburg, Covenant alt. Bill Gates, Grace

9. John Hall, Calvary alt. Ben Camp, Evangel

Adopted
(See 14-70, p. 161 for the adjudication.)
That Case 5, the Appeal of RE Abee et al. against the Presbytery of James
River, be found in order, and that a Commission be appointed to adjudicate
the matter. The committee nominates the following commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

1. John Ropp, Palmetto, Convener James Cavanah, Central Georgia
2. phil Douglas, Delmarva Virgil Roberts, New River

3. Bailey Cadman. Ascension George Gulley. Grace

4. Cortez Cooper, Pacific A. W. Pearson, Calvary

5. Joe Grider, Covenant Wi illiam Harris IV. Gulf Coast

6. RobertG. Rayburn, Missouri Richard Springer, New Jersey

7. George Brengle, S. Florida George Harris, Philadelphia

8. Dana Stoddard, Tennessee Valley alt. John Forman, Central Florida
9. alt. Thomas Cheeley, Evangel Lindsey Sampson, S. Florida

Adopted
(See 14-84, p. 179 for the adjudication.)

That the following be adopted by the Assembly as the response to Constitu-
tional Inquiry 1from Gaineville Presbyterian Church, Gaineville, VA, (regard-
ing several pastors on church staff). (Appendix I, 1.C.l, p.329 ).

“The PCA BCO 4-3 reads ‘Its jurisdiction, being ajoint power, is lodged
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in the church session, which consists of its Pastor, Pastors, its Associate
Pastor(s) and its Ruling Elders.” BCO 12-1 (4) reads ‘The church Session
consists of the pastor, associate pastor(s), if there be any, and the Ruling
Elders of a church.” Thus the BCO is not consistent.

PCA practice has been to recognize one pastor as the ‘senior pastor’ in
churches served by multiple pastors. (See BCO 12-1 and 23-1,3)

Since the BCO makes no specific provision for co-pastors, various sections
which clearly envision a single pastor would cause difficulties for which the
BCO provides no solution (e.g. the Moderator of the Session, succession to
the Senior Pastor).

On the principle of plurality of elders, the concept of co-pastor would not
be enimical to presbyterianism. That ‘multiple pastors’ or ‘co-pastors’ have
historical precedent in presbyterianism is found in What is Presbyterian Law?,
J.A. Hodge, 1903 ed., p.49. ‘What are co-pastors? Ministers associated as
pastors over one or more churches, having equal authority.” The BCO of the
PCUS, 1932, XIV. 64 reads ‘In churches where there are 2 or more Pastors,
they shall, when present, alternately preside’ (at a session meeting).

Therefore, the General Assembly instructs the Committee on Judicial
Business to prepare language to clarify the procedures for utilizing co-pastors
in a manner consistant with Biblical teaching on the plurality of elders as has
been recognized in Presbyterian polity.”

GROUNDS: The recognition of ambiguity in the BCO and the absence of
specific provisions for the functioning of co-pastors is insufficient reason to
advise against the practice of co-pastors which both the majority and minority
reports recognize as having Biblical warrant and historical Presbyterian prece-
dent. The BCO Chapter 1specifically addresses the priority of Scripture and
the obligation of church courts to uphold the laws of Scripture. Adopted

. That the General Assembly answer Constitutional Inquiry #2 from Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Church Godfry, IL, (regarding participation in the Lord’s
table) (Appendix I, 1.C.2, p. 330) by saying, “This matter should be left to
the spiritual discernment of the Session.” Adopted

The following commissioners requested that their negative votes be recorded: TEs Carl W. Bogue, David
Dively, Howard Griffith, Lawrence B. Oldaker, Robert C. Peterson, Peter Stazen Il and RE Robert L.

Oldaker.

"add following the word 'Session.' ’Sessions are to be guided in this matter by decisions
of the Eleventh General Assembly (in Case 2, MIIGA, p. 139ff) and the Twelfth General
Assembly (in Cases 4, 5, and 7, MI2GA, p. 173f0 which address this issue. Such actions
of previous General Assemblies are to be understood in light of BCO 14-7 as it has been
adopted by this Assembly.”” Defeated

TE David Dively requested his affirmative vote be recorded.

11.

12.

13.

That the answerofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#3 from the Presbytery of North Texas, (Regardingjudicial procedure in a
particular case.) (Appendix I, 1.C.3, p. 330) beratified. Adopted
That the answer of the Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#4 from the Abbott Memorial Church, Baltimore, MD (Regarding discipline
of church members, BCO 4) (Appendix I, 1.C.4, p. 330) be ratified.
Adopted
That the answerofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#5 from the Gainesville Presbyterian Church, Gainesville, VA (Regarding
men who have taken exception with the Constitutional Standards) (Appendix
I, 1.C.5, p.331) be ratified as amended as follows:
‘When a man is ordained with the allowance of exceptions to his full accep-
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tance of the PCA standards, he thereby obtains (1) approval of his suitability
to function within the ordained office, and (2) liberty to believe and live in
some way not fully in accord with some portion of those standards. This
allowance of exceptions, however, does not warrant his teaching or preaching
of that matter so as to disturb the peace and purity of the church. The court
of jurisdiction must determine in each situation whether such unwarranted
actions have occurred.” Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#6 from the Stoney Point Reformed Presbyterian Church, Bon Air, VA
(Regarding removing members from rolls) (Appendix I, 1.C.6, p. 331) be
ratified. Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#7 from the Missouri Presbytery, (Regarding procedure in the course of a
trial) (Appendix 1, 1.C.7, p. 331) be ratified. Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#8 from the Trinity Presbyterian Church, Statesboro, GA (Regarding powers
of a Congregation and Session) (Appendix I, 1.C.8, p. 331) be ratified.
Adopted
Thatthe answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#9 from the Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbia SC (Regarding nomi-
nations and elections of elders) (Appendix I, 1.C.9, p. 332) be ratified.
Adopted
Thatthe answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#10 from the Presbytery of Eastern Canada, (Regarding the refusal of the
Thirteenth GA to accept a judicial reference.) (Appendix I, 1.C.10, p. 332)
be ratified. Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#11 from the Presbytery of the Ascension, (Regarding BCO 19-2.D sermons
presented to presbyery.) (Appendix I, 1.C. 11, p. 333) be ratified. Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#12 from the Great Lakes Presbytery, (Regarding suspension of one who has
appealed to GA) (Appendix I, EC. 12, p. 333) be ratified. Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee to the Stated Clerk regarding
the possible conflict between RAO 6-1 and 8-1 (Appendix I, I.D .1, p. 333)
be amended and ratified as follows, “Regarding the possible conflict between
RAO 6-1 and 8-1. The Committee of Commissioners advises the Assembly
that it sees no conflict. Reports from Ad Interim committees go directly to
the assembly, to be followed immediately and prior to the Assembly’s vote
by areport of the appropriate Committee(s) of Commissioners."See 14-8, p. 81
That Overture 1, p. 48 from Central Georgia Presbytery be answered by the

action on Overture 4. Adopted
That Overture 2, p. 48 from the Presbytery of Western Carolina be answered
by Recommendation #37. Adopted

That Overture 6, p. 48 from Northern Illinois Presbytery be referred to the
Ad-Interim Committee on the General Assembly with no recommendation.

Adopted
That Overture 4, p. 48 from Louisiana Presbytery be found in order and
adopted. Adopted

That Overture 11, p. 49 from Eastern Carolina Presbytery be denied.
Grounds: It is unnecessarily restrictive and the BCO provides for cases of
abuse. Adopted
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That Overture 13, p. 50 from Pacific Northwest Presbytery be denied.
Adopted
That the General Assembly refer action on Overture 12, p. 49 from Pacific
Northwest Presbytery to the Committee on Paedocommunion to be considered
after their study report has been received by a subsequent General Assembly.
Adopted
That Overture 24, p. 50 from Northern lllinois Presbytery, regarding BCO
57 be found in order and that it be reported to the Assembly at the time of

voting on BCO amendments. Adopted
That Overture 26, p. 51 from Pacific Presbytery be joined to and answered
by Recommendation #52. Adopted
That Overture 25, p. 51 from Evangel Presbytery be answered by action on
Overture 4 (See Rec. #25 above). Adopted

That in regards to the assignment by General Assembly to examine the response
of Western Carolina Presbytery to an exception to their minutes — that their
response be found satisfactory. Adopted
That in regards to the assignment by General Assembly to develop unified
language for licentiates and ordinands to record scruples (14-4, C, p. 67) that
the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business be dismissed from this assign-
ment with thanks. Adopted
That the proposed Directory of Worship be referred back to the Presbyteries
for study and that the General Assembly direct the Presbyteries to meet and
docket for study the Directory of Worship by January 31, 1987 and that the
presbyteries submit their evaluations in writing to the Committee on Judicial
Business by February 28, 1987. Adopted
That the General Assembly assignment to study the possible amendation of
BCO 19-9 be answered by the action of the Assembly on Overture 4 sustaining
the advice of the Permanent Committee. (See Recommendation 25)Adopted
That the assignment of the General Assembly regarding Overture 23 to the
Thirteenth General Assembly that the recommendation be answered by the
action of the Assembly on Overture #4, Recommendation 25. Adopted
That the response of the Permanent Committee to the Constitutional Inquiry
raised under the report of Review and Control of Presbyteries at the Thirteenth
General Assembly (Appendix I, 37, p. 346) be sustained. Adopted
That the response of the Permanent Committee to evaluate the response of
the North Texas Presbytery to previous exceptions to its minutes be sustained.
Adopted
That the response of the Permanent Committee to evaluate the response of
the Korean Eastern Presbytery to previous exceptions to its minutes be sus-

tained. Adopted
That the complaint of TE Shell be found not in order. (See Recommendation
7 above). Adopted

That Case 8, the six complaints of TE Dye et al. vs. Missouri Presbytery be
found in order and that a single commission be appointed to adjudicate all
the complaints. The committee nominates the following commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. David Bryson, Evangel, Convener Al Yancey, James River
2. Harry Reeder, Central Carolina Robert Ragland, Pacific Northwest
3. William H. Smith, Miss. Valley Leighton Shutes, W. Carolina
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42.

43.

44.

45.
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Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

4. Steve Bostrum, Calvary Crawford Nevens, Evangel

5. Steve Jakes, SE Alabama John Goodman, Palmetto

6. Frank Boswell, South Texas Harry Folwell, North Georgia
7. RichardBurgett,Grace Charles Lowrey, Westminster
8. Robert Auffarth, Delmarva James Ruark, Great Lakes

9. James Workman, E. Carolina William Swain, S. Florida

10. Wilson Smith, C. Georgia
Adopted
(See 14-89, p. 212 for the adjudication.)

That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry

#13 from the Faith Presbyterian Church, Akron, OH (regarding a church

calling an assistant pastor from another denomination who has not yet been

approved by presbytery) (Appendix I, 1.C.13, p. 335) be ratified. Adopted

That Constitutional Inquiry #14, Question 1 from the Palmetto Presbytery,

(Regarding visitation of a church by a commission of presbytery) (Appendix

1, I.C. 14, p. 336) be answered in the following way:

“1. No. It would be improper to appoint a judicial commission in the absence

of ‘strong presumption of guilt’ (BCO 31-2 2).”

That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Question 2 be ratified.

Adopted

That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry

#15 from Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbia, SC (Regarding dissolv-

ing of a session) (Appendix I, 1.C. 15, p. 336) be ratified. Adopted

That Constitutional Inquiry #16 from Faith Presbyterian Church, Brandon,

MS (Appendix I, 1.C. 16, p. 336) be answered as follows:

“1. ‘The BCO 4-3, 12-1, 22-2 lists the members of the Session which include
Pastors, and Ruling Elders. Every member of the Session, including the
moderator, is entitled to vote by virtue of his membership in the Session.
The moderator may vote on all issues, not only in breaking or creating
a tie vote.” M13GA p. 242, item 10.

2. The BCO is not explicit on this matter of changes in terms of call. Since
BCO 20-6 requires that terms of call be determined by the congregation
(including financial stipulations) any changes in those terms must also
be approved by the congregation.”

Grounds: This response is supported by the prior action of the General Assembly
in the parallel matter of presbytery approval of changes in the terms of call: BCO
20-1 indicates that Presbytery must approve the call of a pastor. The call establishes
the relationship of the pastor to the calling body. The BCO is silent concerning
amending the call; however, inasmuch as the initial relationship must be approved
by Presbytery, it would follow that if any changes are made in the original call,
the Presbytery would necessarily have to approve the changes in the call for the
protection of both the pastor and the calling body.” (MIIGA, p. 101, item 55.)

46.

47.

Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#17 from Ascension Presbytery, (Regarding BCO 13-9, the review of the
records of church sessions) (Appendix I, 1.C. 17, p. 336) be ratified.

Adopted
That the answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
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50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.
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#18 from Stoney Point Reformed Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA (re-
garding willful neglect) (Appendix 1, 1.C.18, p. 337) be ratified. Adopted
Thatthe answer ofthe Permanent Committee concerning Constitutional Inquiry
#19 from Southeast Alabama Presbytery, (Regarding presbytery dividing into
sections to hear several sermons) (Appendix I, 1.C.19, p. 337) be ratified.
Adopted
That Constitutional Inquiry #20 from the John Knox Presbyterian Church
Ruston, LA, (Regarding congregational approval of change in financial pack-
age of the pastor) be answered by action on Constitutional Inquiry #16. (See
Recommendation 45.) Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee to the Stated Clerk regarding a
communication from former members of Eastern Canada Presbytery (Appen-
dix 1, 1.D.2, p. 337) be ratified. Adopted
That the advice of the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business as regards
the report of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly be sustained.
See 14-37, p. 107 for text of the advice as presented to the Assembly.
Adopted
That the Advice of the Permanent Committee to MNA regarding a proposed
amendation of BCO 6-5 be ratified as amended:
“That the proposed amendment be found not in order.
Grounds:
1. BCO 46-4 requires that an associate member of a church must hold
membership in another church.
2. The proposed amendment does not properly belong in BCO 6 but in
chapter 12 (as does 46-4).
3. The question revolves around their reception as members, not as
associate members.
We recommend that the General Assembly refer it to the Committee
on Judicial Business to consider the matter.” Adopted
That Overture 32, p. 52 from James River Presbytery be read and received
as information at the time of the Stated Clerk’s report on the presbytery voting
on BCO changes.
Presented to the Assembly at the time of voting on BCO amendments.
Adopted
That Overture 28, p. 51 from the Session of Southeast Presbyterian Church,
Baton Rouge, LA, be referred to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Bus-
iness and be reported back to the Fifteenth General Assembly. Adopted
That Overture 31, p. 52 from Missouri Presbytery be referred to the Committee
on Judicial Business for study and reported back to the Fifteenth General

Assembly. Adopted
That Overture 29, p. 52 from Eastern Carolina Presbytery be found not in order.
Grounds: Not in format of an Overture. Adopted

That Overture 37, p. 53 from Ascension Presbytery be adopted as amended
as follows:

“Whereas discipline is the exercise of authority given the Church by the Lord
Jesus Christ to instruct and guide its members and to promote its purity and
welfare (BCO 27-11), and

Whereas its ends are, among others, the promotion of the purity and general
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edification of the Church (BCO 27-3), and

Whereas oftentimes notices of appeal or complaint to a court are found out

oforder solely on the ground ofthe lapse of the fifteen day filing period, and

Whereas the fifteen day filing period does not allow sufficient time for proper

preparation and counsel and may encourage rashness, and

Whereas many, if not most, of our communicant members are not well

acquainted with the technical details of the BCO, and many times with the

basic rights of complaint and appeal, thus essentially depriving them of the
due process intended for them by the framers of our SCO; and

Whereas the refusal to hear the appeal or complaint solely on the reason of

the lapse of such a short period neither edifies the church, redresses the issues,

nor promotes the spiritual good of the offenders, and in fact often contributes
to the frustration and ill will of those affected;

Be it resolved that the Presbytery of the Ascension overtures the Fourteenth

General Assembly:

1. to instruct the Committee on Judicial Business to prepare an amendment
to BCO 42-4, 43-2, and 43-3 by changing the filing limit of appeals and
complaints to within sixty days, and to report back to this General Assem-
bly,

2. to refer to the Committee on Judicial Business to propose some effective
means whereby every person affected by disciplinary process is guaranteed
to receive an understandable statement of his rights under the BCO whether
by admonishing the courts of the church to undertake this themselves or
by providing some simple, printed statement which would so set forth
the needed information and to report hack to the Fifteenth General Assem-
bly."

Clerk's Note: This matter was referred to the Commiittee for responses to this Assembly.
See 14-66, p. 144 for its response. Adopted

58.

59.

60.

61.

That Overture 43, p. 53 from Western Carolina Presbytery (See 14-66, p.
144 for report of Judicial Business Committee) be referred to the Committee
on Judicial Business for interpretation as to application ofextraordinary clause.

Adopted
That the Judicial Business Committee be instructed to prepare language to
clarify the role of Assistant Pastor. (See also Rec. #42 above.) Adopted
That the General Assembly express their appreciation to the Permanent Com-
mittee and their Chairman, Rodney King, for their diligent and excellent work
the past year. Adopted
That the Case 6, Complaint of TE Bogue et al. vs. Ascension be found in
order and that a Commission be appointed to adjudicate the matter. The
committee nominates the following commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

1 Rodney Stortz, MO, Convener Randy Flickman, Central Georgia
2. Frank E. Smith, Northeast Rene Schmidt, Southern Florida
3.  Walt Shepard, Grace Joe Glenn, Calvary

4. Laurence Snapp, Westminster John Farmer, Palmetto

5. Raymond Fell, Gulf Coast Dennis Mehall, South Texas

6. Rod Mays, New River George Gillespie, Miss. Valley
7. Christian Keidel, Philadelphia RupertGreen, SE Alabama
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Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
8. Joel Beezley, Evangel alt. Patrick Vaughn, Southwest
9. alt. Daniel Sulc, W. Carolina W illiam Adkins, James River

Adopted

(See 14-69, p. 152for the adjudication.)

62. That Personal Resolution #1 by Don Post be referred to the Permanent Com-
mittee on Administration to report back the Fifteenth General Assembly and
to further instruct the COA to have the matter brought before the Assembly
immediately following the election of the Moderator of the Fifteenth General
Assembly. Adopted

Commissioners Present

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Palmer Robertson, Delmarva Carey Hauenstein, Grace

Lee Ferguson, Palmetto Robert Eberst, So. Florida

Ed McClurken, Calvary Leland Nichols, James River
Steve Wilkins, Mississippi Valley Clyde W. Powell, Westminster
James Bordwine, Philadelphia Jack Blackerby, Southwest
Donald Aven, Pacific Gene Parks, Central Carolina
Gary Englestad, New Jersey Gerry Caffee, Western Carolina

H.M. Whitman, Missouri
Sang Il Park, Korean Eastern
Albert Russell, Central Florida
David Dively, Great Lakes
Hank Schum, Central Georgia
Alan McCall, South Texas

Clerk’s Note: Recommendations 21 and 51 were handled in 14-8, p. 81. Recommen-
dations 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 40, 41, 61 were handled in 14-15, p. 82. Recommendations 29,
53 were handled in 14-19, p. 84. Recommendations 9, 10 were handled in 14-28, p.
105. Recommendation 52 was handled in 14-44, p. 120. Recommendation 62 was
handled in 14-45, p. 120. Recommendation 11, 12 were handled in 14-49, p. 122.
Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 34-39, 50, 60 were handled in 14-63, p. 144. They are
included here for easier reference.

14-53 Committee of Commissioners for Insurance, Annuities, and Relief.

The Moderator returned to the chair and TE Bruce B. Howes, chairman, led in
prayer. RE James L. Hughes, Director of the IAR Funds gave a brief report on the
affairs of 1AR during the pastyear. Then TE Howes presented the Committee’s report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. The minutes of the Board of Trustees meeting for June 17, 1985; August
9-10, 1985; November 8-9, 1985; and March 7-8, 1986. Through an apparent
clerical oversight the attachments were not provided in advance. These attach-
ments were reviewed at the meeting.
B. Audit Report.
C. Report of the Board of Trustees to the 14th General Assembly.
Il. Major Issues Discussed
A. The above items were discussed with the Permanent Board Chairman RE
John Todd and the staff of the IAR. Questions were raised and satisfactorily
answered by the IAR staff.
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Recommendations

10.
Il

12.

That the General Assembly strongly encourage all congregations and all de-
nominational committees and agencies to participate in the retirement and
insurance programs of the PCA on behalf of their ministers, staffs and lay
employees. Adopted
That the General Assembly strongly encourage all PCA presbyteries to require
that retirement, health, life and disability insurance benefits be included in
all pastoral calls. Adopted
That the General Assembly strongly encourage all PCA churches to complete
their annual budgeting by December 15 so as to expedite the handling of
annual billing for 1AR plans to the churches. Adopted

. That the General Assembly strongly encourage all PCA congregations to

support the annual Christmas Gift which funds retirement and ministerial
relief activities. Adopted
That the General Assembly continue to authorize the Board of Trustees to
enhance the Plans and set premium rates for all insurance programs adminis-
tered by the Trustees to become effective January 1 of each year. Premium
rates each year will reflect the bestjudgment of the Trustees based on claims
experience and all other appropriate factors. Rates will normally be changed
no more often than once per year, except when necessary to maintain the
viability of an insurance plan, and then no more often than once each six
months. Adopted

. That all General Assembly Committee and Agency budgets be automatically

adjusted to compensate for increases in health insurance premiums not antici-
pated in those budgets and that such increases be absorbed at no income loss
to the individuals affected. Further, that PCA churches be encouraged to do
the same. Adopted

. That the General Assembly remind its Nominating Committee that deacons

may be elected to the Board and that Assembly rules do not require a specific
balance of ruling and teaching elders, that “geographical balance” is not
required, and that the primary consideration for election of the Board of
Trustees of the Insurance, Annuity and Relief Funds should be qualification
by background, training, and experience for the responsibilities assigned the
Board. Adopted
That the Minutes of the Board meetings of June 17, 1985; August 9 and 10,
1985; November 8 and 9, 1985; and March 7 and 8, 1986 be approved with
this exception: that attached exhibits were not provided to the Committee of
Commissioners in advance. In the future such exhibits and/or exhibit sum-
maries should be provided in advance of the Committee meeting. Adopted
That the audit report dated December 31, 1985 by Kent, Nobles and Martin
Certified Public Accountants, be received. Adopted
That the revised 1986 budget be received. Adopted
That the 1987 budget be received with the understanding that this budget is
a spending plan and that adjustments will be made during the year, if necessary,
by the Trustees. Such adjustments will be reported to the next General Assem-
bly. Adopted
That the First Amendment to the Presbyterian Church in America Health and
Welfare Benefit Trust be adopted. (See Appendix G, Attachment C, p. 312)
Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and included in the
Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted
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13. That the First Amendment to the Trust Agreement of the Presbyterian Church
in America Money Purchase Pension Plan (See Appendix G, Attachment D,

p. 315) and the Second Amendment to the Trust Agreement of the Presbyterian
Church in America Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan be approved. (See Appendix

G, Attachment E, p. 316) Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be
adopted and included in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted

14. That the Fourth Amendment to the Presbyterian Church in America Voluntary
Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan be approved. (See Appendix G. Attachment F,

p. 317) Further, that the Resolutions relating thereto be adopted and included

in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted

15. That the resolution regarding the Annuity Fund for Ministers, and the Employ-
ees’ Annuity Fund of the Presbyterian Church in America and the RPC.ES
Pension Fund Plan be approved. (See Appendix G, Attachment G, p. 319)
Adopted

16. That the General Assembly direct its Committee on Judicial Business to
prepare wording to allow for a designation of “Medically Disabled” (in BCO
23-2 and 3 and/or elsewhere as appropriate), and to report back to this General
Assembly and that the General Assembly direct its Stated Clerk's office to

begin using this designation immediately, as appropriate. Adopted
17. That the report as a whole be approved. Adopted
Respectfully Submitted,
Bruce B. Howes S.James Bachmann, Jr.
Chairman Secretary
Commissioners Present:
Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension RE Robert Oldaker
Calvary TE Gaynor Phillips
Central Florida TE RussToms
Delmarva TE Bruce Howes
Evangel TE Taylor McGown
Great Lakes TE David McKay
Mississippi Valley TE James Shull
New Jersey TE Roy Wescher
North Georgia RE Harry Folwell
Philadelphia TE Robert Swayne
Southern Florida RE  William Swain
Southwest RE Leonard Brown
Tennessee Valley TE Jim Bachmann

Clerk’s Note: Recommendation 16 was handled in 14-22, p. 102. It is included here
for easier reference.

14-54 Committee of Commissioners on Ridge Haven.
TE J. Archie Moore, Jr., chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s
report.

. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Report of the Permanent Committee
B. One additional recommendation of the permanent committee concerning PCA
Foundation
C. Minutes of the Board
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Il. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
Contribution to PCA Foundation

The past history of this arrangement was discussed along with possible options.
The relevant issues are Ridge Haven’s ability to meet its obligation, the
amount received from the Foundation, and the percentage of Ridge Haven’s
budget this obligation requires.

I1l. Recommendations

1

That sessions and churches be encouraged to pray for the ministry of Ridge
Haven, and to take advantage of its programs and facilities. Adopted
That sessions and churches be encouraged to acquaint their congregations
with the ministry of Ridge Haven and the need for its financial support.

Adopted
That sessions and churches be encouraged to include Ridge Haven in their
annual budgets. Adopted

That Ridge Haven's 1986-1987 budget be approved as submitted through the
Committee on Administration. Deferred to COA, see 14-74, Ill, 51, p. 173.
That Ridge Haven withdraw its participation in the PCA Foundation.
Already handled in 14-46, p. 120.
That the minutes of Sept. 26, 1985, February 20, 1986, and May 2, May
1986 be approved with notations. Adopted

The audit of Ridge Haven has been received by the committee.

Respectfully submitted for the committee,
J. Archie Moore, Jr., Chairman

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Calvary TE Mark Duncan
Central Georgia TE J. Archie Moore, Jr.
Evangel TE Bill Hay

Grace RE Ray Little

New Jersey TE Elwin Jewell

South Texas TE Bill Willisford
Tennessee Valley TE Craig Bowden
Western Carolina RE Roy Morgan

14-55 Theological Examining Committee

RE Bruce Kitchen, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report
(Appendix O, p. 424). The report was approved, with an amendment that in the future
the Committee report on the areas of examination. Adopted

I. Business Referred to the Committee

A.

B.

Examination of Mr. Robert Sweet of Insurance, Annuities, and Relief, appoin-
tee as Coordinator of Ministerial Relief.

Examination of Mr. Don Gahagen of Mission to the World, appointee as
Coordinator of Latin American Missions.

Examination of Mr. John Rollo of Mission to the World, appointee as Coor-
dinator of Personnel.

Examination of Mr. Dan Porter of Mission to the World, appointee as Coor-
dinator of SIMA.
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Committee Action
The Committee examined the four above mentioned appointees and sustained the
examination of each.

RE Bruce Kitchen, Chairman

TE Robet S. Rayburn, Secretary

14-56 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant College.

RE Ben Camp led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.

Business Referred to the Committee

The following papers were received from Covenant College through the Stated
Clerk’s Office and were considered by the committee:

1. ReportofCovenant College to the Fourteenth General Assembly ofthe PCA.

2. Minutes - Board of Trustees, Covenant College dated October 24-25, 1985;
March 20-21, 1986.

Minutes - Board of Trustees (Executive Session) April 19,1986.

Covenant College Statement of Purpose (adopted March 21, 1986).
Covenant College Statement on Policy of Divorce.

Articles of Incorporation by State of Georgia.

Bylaws of Covenant College (Passed March 22, 1986).

1986-87 Proposed Budget.

Audits of balance sheets of June 3, 1985 and 1984 and accompanying infor-
mation sheet.

. Major Issues Discussed

Sub-committee #1 reported on Minutes of board of Trustees dated October
24-25, 1985; March 20-21, 1986; April 19, 1986 (Executive Session). The com-
mittee also reported on the Covenant Statement of Purpose (adopted March 21,
1986) and the Policy of Divorce (adopted March 21, 1986).

Sub-committee #2 reported on the Articles of Incorporation, State of GA,
Bylaws of Covenant College (adopted March 22, 1986); the financial audit and
accompanying information; and finally the proposed 1986-1987 budget.

Recommendations

1. That the Fourteenth General Assembly designate Sunday, October 12, 1986
as Covenant College Sunday throughout the denomination and encourage the
churches to remember the College with prayer and an offering on that day.
Adopted
2. That the operating budget of Covenant College of $6,379,340 for the 1986-87

fiscal year be approved at the appropriate time.
Deferred to 14-74, 1ll, 49, p. 173.
3. That the 14th General Assembly request the Covenant College Board of
Trustees to re-examine numbers 3 and 8 of the guidelines on page 10 of the
October 24-25, 1985 Board of Trustees minutes, with respect to the issue of
the re-instatement of an employee at Covenant College dismissed on account
of putative doctrinal deviation or moral failure who has been exonerated by
the courts of the church. Adopted
4. That the 14th General Assembly request Covenant College Board of Trustees
to further perfect their minutes as previously requested by the GA Committee
of Commissioners. Adopted
5. That the 14th GA respectfully request the Board of Trustees to carefully
consider the impact of the divorce policy in relation to the offended party,
specifically in regards to the provisions for leave of absence. Adopted
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That the 14th GA request the Board of Trustees of Covenant College in its
communications with Presbyteries, and the GA Nominating Committee, in
regard to prospective nominees for membership on the Board of Trustees, to
include all of the responsibilities of members of the Board of Trustees, listed
in the Bylaws of the corporation and not be restricted to the items mentioned
in the Board of Trustees minutes dated October 24-25, 1985 Page 4, 85-27A.

Adopted
That the 14th GA approve the Bylaws of Covenant College dated March 22,
1985. Adopted

That the 14th GA take note of the fact that presently only 25% of young
people coming from PCA homes are taking advantage of and pursuing higher
education in Christian institutions, and recommend that the 14th GA request
the committees of the church to emphasize Christian education, specifically
Covenant College, and a formation of a Biblical World and Life View.

Adopted

Roll of Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioners

Central Carolina TE Eulice Thomas

Central Georgia RE Randy Hickman

Covenant TE David Harrell

Eastern Canada TE Gene Haas

Evangel RE BenCamp

Grace TE Richard Burguet

Mississippi Valley RE George E. Gillespie

New Jersey RE Donald Long

New River TE Lonnie W. Barnes

North Georgia TE Charles G. Debardeleben

Philadelphia RE Ray Doreian

Pacific Northwest TE Mark F. Harrell

SE Alabama TE John M. McArthur, Jr.

Tennessee Valley RE Roger Ingralson

Western Carolina TE John Neville

Westminster TE James A. Jones

14-57 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant Theological Seminary.
TE David H. Bryson, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report
(Appendix F, p. 309).

I. Items of Business

1

2.
3.
4.

The Administration's Report

Minutes of the Board of Trustees

Minutes of the Executive Committee

The 1984-85 Audit and the 1986-87 Budget.

Subjects Discussed

1. The caliber and quality of Covenant Theological Seminary, itsadministration,

faculty and staff, and its ministry to the PCA.The Committee expressed high
satisfaction with this agency of the PCA.

Exceptions made by the accounting firm regarding the Plant Fund and Lamb
Fund were discussed.
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CTS has employed a different accounting firm from other PCA agencies. The
committee discussed this deviation from PCA General Assembly By-laws, Article
V, Section 1 (Appendix W, p. 538).

. We discussed curriculum changes, academic affairs and curriculum review, finan-

cial affairs, student affairs, and development.

A document entitled “Guidelines For a Working Relationship and Due Process
between Covenant Theological Seminary and the Courts of the PCA” came under
review.

We discussed the need for PCA congregations to subscribe to COA’s budget
askings for CTS.

I1l. Recommendations

1.

&

10.

11.

12.

That the 14th General Assembly of the PCA express its deep gratitude to the
faculty and staff of CTS for its diligence and faithfulness in serving the church
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Adopted
That Minutes of Board of Trustees and of September 27, 28, 1985; of January
31-February 1, 1986; of May 16-17, 1986. be approved with notations, and that
the Minutes of the Executive Committee of December 6, 1985, and of March
7, 1986, be approved with notations. Adopted
That the 1985-86 Audit of CTS be approved with notations. Adopted
That the 1986-87 Budget be approved. Deferred to 14-74, 111, 50, p. 173.
That the churches of the PCA be encouraged to support CTS by praying for its
ministry and commending it to their prospective students. Adopted
That the Presbyteries be advised of matching scholarship grants through CTS
and be encouraged to assist the students under their care by meeting their matching
fund challenges. Adopted
That the churches of the PCA be encouraged to send CTS their membership
directories in order for them to receive six month's free subscriptions of the
devotional guide Timeless Insights, with the provision that the directories be
used exclusively by the Seminary. Adopted

. That the General Assembly thank the Women In the Church for their 1986 Love

Gift, and accept the $75,000 challenge to be matched by a $25,000 gift, if met

by December 31, 1986. Adopted

. That the GA strongly urge the churches to meet COA's annual askings per
communicant member. Adopted
Reasons;

(@) CTS is the seminary of the GA; GA is therefore responsible before God for
its seminary’s financial support.

(b) GA’s financial support has grown in the past year, but still falls far short
of the approved askings. Adopted

That all policies, curriculum revisions, and documents referred to in the

Minutes of the Board of Trustees and Executive Committee be appended to

their Minutes and supplied to the Committee of Commissioners through the

Stated Clerk’s Office. Adopted
That the churches and presbyteries be encouraged to use CTS students and
graduates in their internship programs and pastorates. Adopted

That the Fourteenth General Assembly designate Sunday, November 9, 1986.

as Covenant Seminary Sunday throughout the denomination and encourage

the churches to remember the Seminary with prayer and offering on that day.
Adopted
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13. That the report be approved as a whole. Adopted

Respectfully Submitted,
TE David Bryson, Chairman TE Byron Curtis, Secretary

Commissioners present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Calvary TE David Sinclair
Eastern Carolina TE Byron Curtis
Evangel TE David Bryson
Grace RE George Gulley
Great Lakes TE Petros Roukas
James River RE  Wailliam Mitchell
Korean Eastern TE Taek YongKim
Louisiana TE RobertE. Bell
Mississippi Valley TE Paul Zetterholm
New Jersey TE D. Worth Carson
Palmetto TE W. Barnwell Heyward, Jr.
Philadelphia TE Christopher Tindall
Southeast Alabama RE RupertGreene
Southwest RE Patrick Vaughn
Tennessee Valley TE David Hall
Western Carolina RE Paul Tyndall

14-58 Recess.
The order of the day having arrived, recess was taken at 12:10 p.m. and the Assembly
recessed with prayer by TE John M. Montgomery, Jr.

MINUTES—THURSDAY AFTERNOON
June 26, 1986
Ninth Session

14-59 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 1:30 p.m. with the singing of “Not to Us Be Glory
Given” and prayer by TE R. Laird Harris.

14-60 Nominating Committee.
TE RobertJ. Ostenson, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s report.
Committee on Administration
Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

William S. Henderson, Northeast Anderson Q. Smith, Western Carolina
Harold R. Patteson, Palmetto

Alternates

John D. Love, Calvary Robert L. Liken, Philadelphia
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Committee on Christian Education and Publications
Class of 1989

Tcaching Elders Ruling Elders

Don K. Clements, New River Michael Littlejohn, Eastern Carolina

Morse Up De Graff, Westminster Bobby G. Blaylock, Louisiana
Alternates

Glen A. McClung, Western Carolina Stanley D. Wells, Oklahoma

Mission to North America

Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

R. Lynn Downing, Southern Florida Paul Anthony, Ascension

John C. Pickett, Pacific Northwest Eugene K. Betts, Philadelphia
Alternates

Charles McGowan, SE Alabama Charles McEwen, Evangel

Mission to the World
Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Robert G. Raybum, Missouri L. B. Austin Ill, Tennessee Valley

R. Laird Harris, Delmarva William J. Gordy, SE Alabama
Alternates

Tom Ramsey, Pacific Northwest J. L. Thompson I, TN Valley

Assembly Theological Examining Committee
Class of 1987

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Douglas F. Kelly, Mississippi Valley
(toreplace TE R. C. Sproul, who resigned during the Assembly. See 14-75, p. 176)

Class of 1989

PeterR. Doyle, Tennessee Valley V. Stephen Overstreet, Great Lakes
Alternates

Paul Kooistra, Warrior Thomas M. McCallie 11, TN Valley

139
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Committee on Interchurch Relations

Class of 1989
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
William J. Larkin, Jr., Palmetto Donald A. Boerema, Central Florida
Alternates
I Grcat Lakes Leland L. Nichols, James River
Committee on Judicial Business
Class of 1990
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Vaughn E. Hathaway, Grace Mark Belz, Missouri
Alternates
David Dively, Great Lakes Joseph D. Phelps, Southeast Alabama

Board of Directors for Insurance, Annuities and Relief Fund
Class of 1991
RE Ronald Horgan, Oklahoma
RE J. Edmund Johnston, Jr., Mississippi Valley
Board of Directors for the Presbyterian Church in America Foundation

Class of 1990

Samuel Bartholomew, Western Carolina
John Albritton, Southeast Alabama

Board of Trustees for Ridge Haven
Class of 1991

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
George W. Long, Tennessee Valley  Rene Schmidt, Southern Florida

Board of Trustees for Covenant College
Class of 1988

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

James Kenneth Day, Grace
(to replace TE Douglas Murphy who had resigned)
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Class of 1990

William Barker, Western Carolina Richard Chewning, North Texas
Thomas G. Kay, Warrior HughO. McClellan, Tennessee Valley
C. Al Lutz, Great Lakes

Morton H. Smith, Western Carolina

Robert Bowman, Central Florida

Board of Trustees for Covenant Theological Seminary
Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

John A. Grauley, Central Georgia ArthurC. Stoll, Northern Illinois
Robert Morrison, Delmarva
W ill Huisingh, Pacific Northwest
Herbert A. Hollender, W. Carolina
Vernon Pierce, Central Florida

14-61 Protest Entered.

The following protest was received by the Assembly. On motion the Assembly
directed that the moderator appoint someone to write a response to the protest. Mod-
erator Barker appointed TE R. Laird Harris, chairman, TE John D. Holmes, and TE

Robert M. Ferguson. (See 14-81, p. 178, for the text of the response.)
W hereas, the General Assembly at the opening session determined to depart from the established
practice of worship elements into the evening presentations by Assembly agencies;
Therefore, we protest the impropriety of incorporating non-Reformed worship principles and practices
into these services in such a predominant way that the clear distinctives of our Reformed worship, as
set out in Book of Church Order, chapters 47 and 49, were obscured, if not excluded.
We offer the following reasons for this protest;

| It is the responsibility of all agencies of the Church together with Church courts to ensure

that worship be conducted in accord with our constitution (BCO 47 and 49).

2. That specifically this requirement to conform to our constitution was not observed at the
worship services on Monday and Tuesday evenings, June 23 and 24, 1986. To wit

a. That the preaching of the Word occupied a minor place in the program of worship
each evening.

b. That the predominant position was given to musical and choral presentations.

c.  That this preponderance of musical presentations encouraged applause on both Monday
and Tuesday evenings, and a standing ovation on Monday evening; practices which
are in conflict with the Reformed understanding of worship, where recognition is
given to God, not man.

d.  That the overall effect ofthese worship services was to produce approval and acceptance
of non-Reformed traditions of worship, rather than to reflect the biblical basis and
strength of our own distinctive theology and practice of worship.

We, therefore, the undersigned commissioners to the Fourteenth Genera] Assembly, present this protest
and request of the General Assembly that it be recorded according to the terms of Book of Church

Order 45-3.

David Coffin Steve Wilkins Michael Coleman
Darwin Jordan David C. Lachman Vaughn E. Hathaway. Jr.
Jerry |. Maguire Peter Stazen Il Robert Peterson

James Gary Aitken John Otis Kenneth L. Gentry. Jr.
ThomasT. Ellis Anthony R. Dallison Robert L. Dunn

Joe Easterling Frank J. Smith Thomas F. Barnes
JohnG. Thompson James A. Jones. Jr. Raymond B. Fell

Ted Lester Randall G. Richmond Lloyd B. Moore
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Daniel G. Osbhorne Robert L. Oldaker Lawrence B. Oldaker
Scott Murphy Byron Snapp Ross Lindley
John Harley Gary Englestad Seth Skolnitsky
Warren E. Gardner Alan McCall Ed Vaughn
Dennis Mehall Eugene C. Case David R. Brown
Garry L. Knabel Donald S. Stone Morton H. Smith
DaleL. Smith Harry Brodman Scott L. Reiber
Frank E. Smith Wi illiam Harrell Jack Unangst
Dale White Roland Barnes

TEs Donald Codling and Howard McPhee asked that their names be added to this protest with the exception
of 2a, b, & d.

14-62 Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World.
TE E. Langston Haygood, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee’s

report,
1.

Business Referred to the Committee

A. Review of the minutes of the Permanent Committee of MTW dated
September 13, 1985; November 15, 1985; February 14, 1986; and May
9, 1986.

B. Report of the Permanent Committee on MTW to the Fourteenth General
Assembly

C. Overtures to the Fourteenth General Assembly
1. Overture #53 from Ascension Presbytery, p. 62
2. Overture #34 from Delmarva Presbytery, p. 62
3. Overture #54 from Philadelphia Presbytery, p. 63
4. Overture #18 from Westminster Presbytery, p. 61

Major Issues Discussed

A. All the matters of Business referred (A, B, and C above)

Recommendations

1. That the General Assembly express its gratitude to God for each mission-
ary and candidate and ask His continued provision for their spiritual,
physical, and emotional needs. Adopted

2. That the General Assembly express its appreciation to the presbyteries,
churches, and individuals who give prayerful and financial support to the

missionary family and the work of Mission to the World. Adopted
3. That the General Assembly commend the work of Paul McKaughan and
that he be reelected to the office of Coordinator. Adopted

4. That the General Assembly express its appreciation to Coordinator of
Overseas Operations Carl Wilhelm, to Administrative Director Gerald

D. Longe, to Coordinator of Personnel John Rollo, to Pastor-at-Large
Donald B. Patterson, to Missionary-Evangelist Jimmy Lyons, to SIMA
Coordinator Dan Porter, and to the entire MTW staff for their exemplary
service to our Lord in behalf of our denomination and its missionaries.
Adopted

5. That the General Assembly express its appreciation to TE Jayson D.
Kyle, who served as SIMA Coordinator from the inception of the Servants

in Missions Abroad (SIMA) program in 1980 and as Coordinator of
Personnel and SIMA Coordinator from 1983 through December 1985, for

the excellent job he has done and wish him and his family God’s richest
blessings as they prepare to return to foreign mission service in Mexico
City as a part of a church-planting team. Adopted
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That the General Assembly call our denomination to prayer to the “Lord
of the Harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest,” and that the day
of May 17,1987, be observed as aday of prayer for world evangelization.
Adopted
That the General Assembly urge the churches to set aside a portion of
their giving for the suffering peoples of the world and that, to that end,
it be recommended that a special offering for world relief be taken during
the Easter season of 1987. Adopted
That the presbyteries and churches be urged to challenge their gifted men
to serve the cause of Christ in world evangelization and particularly that
this need be published for ordained teaching elders to serve on Mission
to the World church-planting teams. Adopted
a. That the cooperative agreements with Chinese Church Research
Center, Mafraq Sanatorium Association, Seminario Presbiteriano do
Norte, and World Concern, be approved. Adopted
b. That the MTW Committee be directed to ask the Liebenzell Mission
to rethink its statement of faith regarding regeneration through faith.”

Adopted
That the proposed budgets for MTW and SIMA be approved in connection
with report of the Committee on Administration. Adopted

a) That the Committee on Mission to the World endorse and seek ap-
proval from the General Assembly in June 1986 to commission the de-
velopment of a detailed plan that would define factors relevant to the
incorporation of a tentmaking program into MTW's strategic plan.

b) That said approval from the General Assembly would give necessary
authority to the Committee on Mission to the World to approve such an
experimental plan and administer it for a two-year period; and that such
plan would include the possibility of formation of a separate nonprofit
corporation or foundation with ultimate control being maintained by Mis-
sion to the World. Such a corporation will place men and women from
the PCA and other NAPARC churches who personally subscribe to the
Westminster Standards in acceptable service opportunities in countries
otherwise inaccessible.

c¢) That the experimental program be brought to the 1989 General As-
sembly for final approval. Adopted
Anthony R. Dallison requested that his negative vote be recorded.

That the minutes of the Permanent Committee of September 13, 1985;
November 15, 1985; February 14, 1986; and May 9, 1986 be approved.

Adopted
That Overture #53 from Ascension Presbytery, p. 62 be answered in the
negative and not adopted. Adopted

Grounds; The Permanent Committee at its meeting on May 9, 1986,
amended its Handbook, Section 6.02.1 (1)c by adding:
“If either party shall not concur in such a proposed modification,
then the other party may request that General Assembly resolve the
disagreement, whereupon the issue shall be presented by Mission to
the World to the next General Assembly for instruction and resolu-
tion."
That Overture #34, p. 62 from Delmarva Presbytery be returned back
to Delmarva Presbytery for further study and documentation. Adopted
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15. That Overture #54, p. 63 from Philadelphia Presbytery be answered in
the negative and not adopted. Adopted
16. That Overture #18, p. 61 from Westminster Presbytery be answered by
approving the third plea - “3) that missionaries seconded to other agencies
not be sent to the field until such time as their cooperative agreements

be approved by the General Assembly.” Adopted
17. Thatthe reportasawhole be adopted, pending adoption of the Budget.
Adopted

Respectfully Submitted.
Langston Haygood, Chairman
John Ropp, Jr., Secretary

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension RE R. Ashbaugh
Central Georgia TE B. Konopa
Delmarva TE L. Wanaselja
Evangel TE L. Haygood
Grace RE C. Holcomb
James River RE J. Adkins
Louisiana TE C. Rodriguez
Missouri TE D. Winecoff
New Jersey TE K. Smith
North Georgia RE G. Hayes
North Texas TE G. Soltau
Palmetto TE J. Ropp, Jr.
Southern Florida RE R. Andrea
Tennessee Valley TE M. Cushman

14-63 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.

RE Richard C. Chewning came to the chair at the request of the moderator. The
Committee’s report continued following prayer. Recommendations 1,2,3, 34-39, 50,
60 were handled at this time. An attempt to amend Recommendation 10 was made at
this time. See 14-52, p. 122.

14-64 Recess.
The Assembly recessed at 5:30 p.m. and was closed with prayer by the moderator.

MINUTES—THURSDAY EVENING
June 26, 1986
Tenth Session

14-65 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 7:30 p.m. with the singing of “Our God Is Mighty"
and prayer by TE William J. Stanway.

14-66 Committee on Judicial Business.

TE Rodney T. King, chairman, led in prayer and presented a brief report in response
to 14-52, 1Il, 57, p. 129 recommending that the Book of Church Order be amended
as follows:
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42-4 change “fifteen (15)” to “thirty (30)”
43-2 change “fifteen (15)” to “thirty (30)”
43-3 change “fifteen (15)” to “thirty (30)”

Adopted and sent down to presbyteries for advice and consent.

14-67 Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education and Publications.

TE Frederick S. McFarland, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report of

the Committee.

1. Business Referred to the Committee

Overture #41, p. 46 from Tennessee Valley Presbytery >
Overture #55, p. 46 from TE Vaughn Hathaway

Business Carried Over from the 13th GA, p. 65

Report of the Permanent CE/P, Appendix D, p. 297

Ad Hoc Communications Committee Report, Appendix D, p. 299
Audit Report for June 30, 1985 and Budget for FY 86, p. 276
Minutes of the CE/P of 6/17/85; 9/5-6/85; 12/5-6/85; & 2/20-21/86

G@mmo o w»

. Statement of the Major Issues Discussed

The Committee was quite concerned that there is no mechanism in place for
the GA to review the audit reports or status of Great Commission Publications,
Inc. There is further no mechanism in place which permits the GA to be aware
of the accumulated debt status of the CE/P to that corporation. The audit reports
for CE/P are accurate but do not address the issue of debtsincurred asa result of
the contractual agreement between the PCA and the OPC. It is necessary to review
the audit report of GCP itself in order to appreciate the gravity, complexity and
magnitude of the problem. The Committee commends the work of the CE/P
Coordinator, Mr. Dunahoo, and of the GCP Executive Director, Mr. Patete in
their fine efforts to deal with and diminish this situation. The Committee is
convinced that the debt is a result of the poorly constructed contract between the
parties which must be renegotiated. While the debit, well in excess of $600,000
is a “paper” debt, it is, none-the-less binding on the parties to the agreement.

The Committee was also concerned with a recommendation for “leniency” in
the matter of requirements of the BCO internship program. We feel that the current
language of BCO in this matter is sufficiently flexible to address the concerns
brought to our attention.

Finally, the Committee perceives that there may be a growing tension among
some of the Permanent Committees of the GA in matters of over-lap. We are of
the opinion that COA must act to coordinate areas of responsibility where the
Permanent Committees share common activities. This will tend to reduce duplica-
tion of effort and expense while minimizing perceptions of committees encroaching
on the responsibilities of others.

I11. Recommendations:

1. That the minutes of June 17, 1985; September 5-6, 1985; December 5-6,
1985 and February 20-21, 1986 be approved by the General Assembly with

notations. Adopted
2. That the audit report for June 30, 1985 (available in the Stated Clerk’s Office)
be approved by the General Assembly. Adopted

3. That the budget for FY 1986, p. 000 be approved by the General Assembly
as presented. Deferred to COA, 14-74, p. 173
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That the General Assembly approve the Statement of Philosophy for Communi-
cations, Appendix D, p. 299 in principle, to be used by the Ad Hoc Committee
as a guideline until it completes its assignment, as partial fulfillment of the
Business Carried Over, p. 65. Adopted
That the General Assembly receive a progress report from the Ad Hoc Com-
munications Committee’s activities, and continue the Committee for at least
one more year, as partial fulfillment of the Business Carried Over, p. 65.
Adopted
That the General Assembly appoint the editor of the Messenger as the News
Officer of the Presbyterian Church in America and allocate appropriate funds
for his activities, as partial fulfillment of the Business Carried Over, p. 65.
Adopted

’s Note: No action was taken on the funding.

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

That the General Assembly take the address of Dr. Everett Koop on obscenity
and pornography as partial fulfillment of CE/P’s assignment, and that local
leaders continue to remind theirmembers of the PCA’sconcerns in this area.
Adopted
That the 14th General Assembly encourage the local churches to support CE/P
in meeting its approved budget in order that present programs might not be
interrupted. Adopted
That the Coordinator and his staff be thanked for their diligent and effective
work in the area of Christian Education and Publications. Adopted
That the TE Charles H. Dunahoo be reelected Coordinator for CE/P for the
next year. Adopted
That the General Assembly join together in expressing gratitude to the WIC
for their generous support of the 1985 COA (Archives) Love Gift. A total of
$55,321 was contributed. Adopted
That the Assembly approve the 1987 WIC Love Gift directed to the CE/P
and that it be used for the expansion of the WIC ministry in the PCA.
Adopted
That the Assembly approve the WIC “Resourcesfor Women in the Church”
(distributed last summer), deleting the introductory article, as a replacement
of the “old” WIC Constitution and that local sessions and W IC’s be encouraged
to utilize its ideas. Adopted
That the General Assembly thank CE/P’s Women’s Advisory Sub-Committee
and staff for their part in planning the program for the women at this Fourteenth
General Assembly. Adopted
That the Assembly recommend that local churches continue to encourage their
members to receive and read the PCA Messenger and that prayers and financial
support for its ministry be increased in order to insure a maximum readership;
that the editor and all who work with him be commended for their work of
expanding the Messenger in format and content. Adopted
That the General Assembly through its Stated Clerk express its appreciation
to the staff of Great Commission Publications for their effective and efficient
development of Sunday School curriculum and that the Assembly notice the
increase of sales support for that ministry. Adopted
That in the light of several previous overtures from presbyteries regarding the
denominational hymnal, that the Assembly encourage local churches to desig-
nate funds to CE/P to assist in the Trinity Hymnal revision. Adopted
That the Assembly take this opportunity to express encouragement in the
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development of CE/P’s alternative training programs via video and urge local
churches to take advantage of their availability from the CE/P office.
Adopted
That the Assembly continue to offer the services of the CE/P to presbyteries
in their role of encouraging, equipping and ministering to their pastors, wives
and other leaders. Adopted
That in the light of the positive response to the regional music conference
jointly sponsored by CE/P and GCP that local churches and presbyteries be
urged to schedule this unique training program in their areas. Adopted
That the General Assembly urge local churches to use the Children’s mission
Packet (ages 4-12) produced jointly by CE/P, MTW and MNA. Adopted
That the General Assembly urge CE/P as it develops its cross cultural training
and curriculum programs that CE/P work closely with MNA’s Special Minis-
tries personnel in coordinating a strategic plan and making itself available to

the MNA staff for implementation. Adopted
That the paper "Defining the State of the PCA Internships in 1986" be distri-
buted at the end of this report. Adopted

That the Assembly through the offices of the Stated Clerk and CE/P urge
local sessions and presbyteries to utilize the continuing education and training
programs offered by CE/P as an attempt to minister to the needs of pastors
and wives, and that CEIP continue to cooperate in the area of Church Growth
and Revitalization with MNA as they work in the area of church planting.
Adopted
Whereas, the PCA has entered into a contractual relationship with the Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church in the matter of the incorporation of Great Com-
mission Publications, and.
Whereas, that contractual relationship has accumulated an indebtedness to
the PCA in excess of $600,000, and,
Whereas, that indebtedness is not fully disclosed in the annual audit of the
books of the CE/P, since it is not a proper subject of that audit,
Therefore, the 14th General Assembly of the PCA requests that the CE/P
include in its audit report for fiscal 1987, at the 15th General Assembly, a
summary audit of the Great Commissions Publications Corporation for that
same or analogous fiscal year, together with explanatory and interpretive
information, and further that the CE/P report on the status of its relationship
with GCP, and the status of the contractual agreements including cumulative
contribution and cumulative debt liability charts for the past eleven years.
The 14th General Assembly also request that GCP audit reports be included
with the CE/P audit report for each year thereafter. Adopted
That the Assembly answer Overture #41, p. 46 in the negative.
Grounds:
That the Committee sees no violation of BCO regarding the Presbytery’s
responsibility in oversight of a man’s preparation for the gospel ministry.
Adopted
That the Assembly answer Overture #55, p. 46 in the negative, on the grounds
that the reference to “approved or recognized seminaries” is not appropriate.
There are none, with exception of Covenant Seminary which is the denomi-
national seminary. Adopted
That the Assembly direct the CE/P, through its Theological Certification
Committee, to undertake a study of seminaries being used by our presbyteries
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to determine whether or not their curricula conform to the General Assembly’s
Uniform Curriculum, and that those findings be made available to the pres-
byteries to assist them in guiding candidates for the gospel ministry. These
findings will also be communicated to those seminaries. Adopted
That the Assembly direct that all GA Committees and Agencies coordinate
through CE/P the ordering of audio and video training materials.  Adopted
That the General Assembly approve in principle the concept of a single
communications instrument for public relations, solicitations for financial and
spiritual support, and news of all PCA Permanent Committees.

Referred to the Ad Hoc Committee on Communications
That the transcript of Dr. Koop’s message be printed in the Minutes. (See
Appendix D, Attachment B, p. 300) Adopted
That the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted

Members of the Committee of Commissioners are:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Larry R. Elenbaum
Central Carolina TE Steve Robinson
Central Georgia TE Scott Reiber
Delmarva RE Richard Baker
Evangel RE Crawford Nevins
Grace TE Timothy Dye
James River TE Frank P. Crane
Mississippi Valley RE Henry Fair

New Jersey RE Richard Springer
New River TE Thomas Fortney
North Georgia TE Don Mountain
North Texas TE Howard Kelley
Northern Illinois TE Ted Powers
Philadelphia RE George Harris
South Texas RE Dennis Mehall
Southern Florida TE Jim Bowen
Southwest TE Fred McFarland

Respectfully submitted,
TE Fred McFarland, Chairman
RE Richard Springer. Secretary

Clerk’s Note: Recommendations 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 were handled in 14-80, p. 178
They are included here for easier reference.

14-68 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case #2.

Moderator Barker called RE W. Jack Williamson to the chair. TE Thomas Barnes,

chairman, led in prayer and presented the report. The Assembly voted to receive and
approve the Commission’s statement of the case and the judgment rendered, all of
which was ordered entered upon the minutes and accepted as the Assembly’s action
and judgment in the case. RE David Lachman requested his negative vote be recorded.

Adopted
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Judicial Case #2: TE Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr., et al., vs. Grace Presbytery

And

now this sixteenth day of October, 1985, comes Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr.,

a Teaching Elder of Grace Presbytery, and complains against the action of Grace
Presbytery in an adjourned meeting on the thirtieth day of August, 1985, wherein said
presbytery did approve the ordination trials of a candidate, and voted to proceed to
his ordination to the gospel ministry, and his installation as the pastor of a particular
church of said presbytery: and in support of said complaint sets forth the following

reasons:
1

2)

3)

4)

That said action is contrary to the Word of God in that

a) the candidate, by his own admission, informed presbytery that his former
spouse had obtained a divorce from him on the grounds of his infidelity,
and that he has since remarried,;

b) while Scripture (Matthew 5:31,32; Matthew 19:9; Mark 10:11; and Luke
16:18) states that a divorce may be obtained on the grounds of such
infidelity, it nowhere states that the guilty party in such a divorce has
the right to remarry, and, in fact, to the contrary states that whoever
marries such a spouse putaway for the cause of adultery commits adultery;
therefore

c) there is a question as to the biblical legality of the candidate’s present
marital situation.

That said action is contrary to the Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter

XXV, Section V, which gives permission for remarriage only to the innocent

party in a divorce obtained on Biblical grounds, which dispensation does not

apply to the candidate for the reasons stated above.

That said action is contrary to Book of Church Order 16-3, which states that

“besides possessing the necessary gifts and abilities, natural and acquired,

every one admitted to an office should be sound in the faith, and his life be

according to godliness;” in that by virtue of the very nature of his marital
situation as outlined above, the candidate is inhibited in meeting the higher
standards required of office bearers, both in this section of the Book of Church

Order, and in Scripture (cf. 1 Timothy 3:1-13).

That said action is contrary to the advice adopted by the Seventh General

Assembly in the report of the Ad-Interim Theological Committee on Divorce,

in that:

a) the candidate does not fall into any category of recommendation four of
the report for reasons cited in number one above:

b) the candidate does not fall into the category of recommendation five of
the report, since he was divorced by his spouse on Biblical grounds, and,
in any case, made no acknowledgment of guilt, neither expressed repen-
tance for the sin of infidelity;

c) Presbytery did not give sufficient heed to recommendation six and seven
of the report, in that the Presbytery failed to inquire fully into the cir-
cumstances of the candidate’s marriages and the charge of infidelity;

d) Presbytery exhibited manifest impatience with brethren who sought to
make such inquiries; and

e) Presbytery failed to consider the advisability of delaying the candidate’s
ordination and installation until these matters could be satisfactorily ad-
dressed and resolved.
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Signed: Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr.

Eugene C. Case
Roy D. Martin
George G. Felton, Sr.
King A. Counts

NOTE: The names of the candidate and the church in which he subsequently was

installed as pastor are not stated so as to grant him as much protection of his
person may be allowed. If necessary, or if required by the General Assembly,
the complainant will provide the information.

NOTE: This complaint was originally filed with Grace Presbytery, September 11,

1985, and was denied by the Presbytery at its Stated Meeting on October 8,
1985.

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 2

Statement of Facts

A. On August 13, 1985, Grace Presbytery proceeded to examine a candidate
for ordination. The examination was concluded, and he was approved, at an
adjourned meeting on August 30, 1985.

B. On September 11, 1985, a complaint against Grace Presbytery was recorded,
giving as grounds, the Word of God, the Westminster Confession of Faith, the
Book of Church Order, and the Advice Statement on Divorce adopted at the 7th
General Assembly.

C. On October 8, 1985, Grace Presbytery (48th Stated Meeting) failed to pass
a motion to ignore the complaint. The complaint was denied on its merits, without
debate.

D. A commission of Grace Presbytery did ordain and install the candidate as
pastor September 15, 1985.

E. On October 16,1985, acomplaint was submitted to the 14th General Assembly
and subsequently assigned to this Commission for adjudication.

. Statement of Issues

The issue is:

A. Whether a man, previously married and divorced, and now remarried, may
be ordained to the Gospel Ministry, and especially if the former marriage was
dissolved on less than Biblical grounds. What action and conduct is required prior
to remarriage?

B. Did Grace Presbytery properly proceed in its examination of the candidate
concerning the above issue?

In essence, do we have in the Presbyterian Church in America a specific constitu-
tional statement dealing with this issue?

Judgment of the Case

The Commission voted not to sustain the complaint on each point on grounds
that there is no explicit explanation of our constitutional statements of the Presby-
terian Church in America concerning divorce and remarriage, particularly in refer-
ence to those who hold office in the Church. We realize and admit that there is
a wide difference of Biblical interpretation across this Assembly concerning this
most important issue, and understand the dilemma of those who labor in ministry.
This Commission feels that the time is overdue for sincere and devoted study to
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be given this issue which strikes at the very heart of our people and the Church
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Adopted

Members of the Commission:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Robert Rayburn, Pacific Northwest, Alt Don Moore, Great Lakes
Joseph Ryan, James River Andrew Belz, Siouxlands
Tom Barnes, Southeast Alabama Robert Oldaker, Ascension
James Richwine, South Florida, Alt. Bill Smith, Tennessee Valley
Mike Sartelle, Covenant Mike Waddell, W. Carolina

David Brown, Pacific
Alfred Saleeby, C. Carolina
Gerald Malkus, Palmetto

R. C. Sproul, Central Florida

Minutes of Judicial Commission of Case 2

At 5:40 P.M. on June 24, 1986, Judicial Committee convener Joseph Ryan opened meeting with prayer.
Committee members present were as follows: Al Saleeby, Robert S. Rayburn, Joseph F. Ryan, Tom Barnes,
Donald C. Moore, Jim Richwine, Mike Sartelle, David Brown, Robert Oldaker and Mike Waddell. A
quorum was present. Tom Barnes was elected chairman. Mike Waddell was elected clerk. Meeting was
recessed with prayer until approximately 8:30 A.M. Wednesday morning, June 25, 1986.

Meeting was reconvened Wednesday morning, June 25, 1986, at8:45 A.M. with prayer by Mike
Sartelle. Vaughn Hathaway was introduced as the complainant. Roy Taylor was introduced as the respondent.
Harry Broadman was excused from serving because he was the roommate of the complainant.

The entire record of the complaint was read. This is stated in a letter dated October 16, 1985, to Dr.
Morton H. Smith from TE Vaughn Hathaway. Copy attached. The respondent objected to Items 1-A, and
4-C, and D.

The following also were read to the commissioners by the clerk:
Copy of other signatures to the complaint.

Copy of complaint lodged with Grace Presbytery.

Extract from draft of minutes of the forty-seventh stated meeting.
Extract from draft of minutes of the adjourned meeting.

Extract from draft of minutes of the forty-eighth stated meeting.
Extracts from examining and candidates files regarding individual.

At approximately 9:15 A.M., June 25, 1986, the Commission recessed, at the request of the General
Assembly Moderator, to return to the floor to vote. At 10:00 A.M., the Commission reconvened.

The opening argument for the complainant was given by TE Vaughn Hathaway.

The opening argument for the respondent was given by TE Roy Taylor.

After the commissioners questioned Mr. Hathaway and Mr. Taylor at length, the two gave their closing
arguments with the respondent first and then the complainant. The two were then dismissed and the
Commission went into closed session.

After considerable time was spent in discussion and all commissioners who wished to speak had spoken,
it was moved and seconded that each specification, one through four, not be sustained. The motion passed
by a vote of fourteen for and none against.

It was further moved and seconded that the lower court's decision be upheld. The motion passed by a
vote of fourteen for and none against.

At 12:26 P.M ., the meeting was recessed with prayer by Andrew Bel/.

The Commission was reconvened with prayer by David Brown at 3:07 P.M., June 25, 1986.

The final report was read and approved. Minutes of the meeting were read and approved. The meeting
was adjourned with prayer by Bob Oldaker at 3:22 P.M. June 25, 1986.

Respectfully Submitted,
Tom Bames, Chairman
Mike Waddell, Clerk
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14-69 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case #6.

RE George Gillespie, chairman, led in prayer and called upon TE Byron Snapp,
who presented the report of the Commission. Mr. Snapp then yielded to RE Patrick
Vaughn, who presented the dissent submitted by six of the Commission members.
The Assembly voted to receive and approve the Commission’s statement of the case
and the judgment rendered, all of which was ordered entered upon the minutes and
accepted as the Assembly’s action and judgment in the case. It was to be noted in the
minutes the understanding of the chairman of the Commission was that the Committee
on Judicial Business was simply to receive the report of the Presbytery of the Ascension
by November 10, 1986, and to report to the Fifteenth General Assembly. The vote
on the Commission report was 205 in favor, 192 opposed. The following commissioners

requested their negative votes be recorded. Adopted, then reconsidered

K. Eric Perrin, Robert Hopper, R. C. Sproul. Patrick J. Vaughn, John Woll, David H. Clelland. Randall
C. Martin, Robert E. Bell, Timothy B. Dobbins, Donald Beebe, Richard M. Gray, William P. McColley,
Jim Baird, Jim Shannon, Jack Adkins, Fred J. Muse, Larry C. Mills, Tim Diehl, G. Mark Cushman. James
L. Moss, Bobby Farmer, Henry Mueller, Walter W. Wood Jr., Thomas R. Caradine Jr., H. Cobb Ware,
Terry L. Jones, Thomas L. Wenger, W. Thomas Farr. Robert Rogland, Robert B. Louthan, Stephen
Smallman, Richard C. Chewning, John P. MacRae, Brad Camper, James L. Thomas, David A. Stockment,
Paul E. Zetterholm, Carl D. Chaplain, William C. Hughes, T. C. Albrecht, G. Dae Lim, John Bumgardner.
Edward L. Satterficld, Tom Schneider, Jim High. Steve Robinson, || JJJ B VVi'iam Barker, James
Perry. Peter R. Vaughn, Ron Lutjens, Byron J. Curtis, Jonathan Seda, Kenneth E. Hines, Roy C. Wescher,
Thomas E. Nicholas, Thomas F. Leopard, L. Roy Taylor, Frank P. Crane. Leon F. Wardell, Thomas
Holliday. Don Gahagen, Robert Bradsher, Timothy Dye, Henry Hope, J. Lewis Baker, James L. Moore,
Richard Lindsay, Terry Traylor, Mike Goheen, Randall P. Pope, Randy Q. Smith, James W. Young, James
W. Hatch, James A. Smith, Ronald L. Bossum, Steven Stout, Thomas J. Stein, Donald J. MacNair,
Lawrence C. Roff, Corbett Heimburger, Charles H. Morrison Ill, David M. Frierson, George Brengle.
Glen Parkinson, Brad D. Evans, William S. Henderson, Walter Shepard, Daniel C. Broadwater, Harry D.
Long, William V. Campbell, David Currence, Phil Stogner, Robert S. Rayburn, Fred S. McFarland, Ken
Smith, Gregory E. Mott, D. Worth Carson, George M. Stulac, James K. Workman, Curt Lovelace, Stephen
Rarig, John L. Vance, Dennis Eide, Floyd Haan, David C. Moore, Dennis Lytle, Darwin Jordan, Jack
Totherow, Charles W. Hainline, Craig W. Garriott, Doug Griffith, Darrell McIntyre.

A motion was adopted to reconsider the vote just taken. The Assembly then voted
not to receive, approve, and accept the report of the Commission. The vote was
recorded as 158 in favor, 204 opposed. The following commissioners requested their
affirmative votes be recorded: Adopted

Eugene C. Case, Scott L. Reiber, Ross Lindley, Byron Snapp. James Gary Aitken, Joel Beezley, Henry
E. Johnson, Ted Lester, Raymond B. Fell, Randy Hickman, George A. Crocker, Larry E. Ball, Steve
Wilkins, Alan McCall, J. G. Thompson, James A. Jones Jr., G. Brent Bradley, Seth Skolnitsky. Dennis
Mehall. Kenneth L. Gentry Jr., David Dively, Vaughn E. Hathaway Jr.

The Assembly then voted that Walter Shepard, Patrick Vaughn, Byron Snapp, and
Dennis Mehall be appointed a nominating committee to report Friday and to nominate
members of a new judicial commission to be elected to adjudicate Case #6 in the
intervening year and to report to the Fifteenth General Assembly. Adopted

Case 6: Complaint of TE Carl W. Bogue et al. against the Presbytery of the
Ascension

Whereas, the Eleventh General Assembly sustained a complaint against the Presbytery
of the Ascension in sustaining the trials for ordination of Mr. Kurt Lutjens, annulling
that action; and

Whereas, the Presbytery was directed to correct the trials or proceed to orderly
discipline “if his views continue to fail to conform with the Word of God, the Standards
of this Church, and The Book of Church Order;” and

Whereas, the Eleventh General Assembly defined failure to so conform as views
which (1) take “exception to BCO 58-4 ‘which restricts the invitation given at the
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Lord's Supper to session-approved persons or professing Christians who are communi-

cants in good standing in any evangelical church.” He believes it is illegitimate to

include church membership as a requirement for one to participate in the Lord's

Supper,” and (2) refusal to "deny baptism to an alledgedly professing adult who would

not become a member of the visible church upon baptism;" and

Whereas, the Twelfth General Asembly sustained a subsequent complaint, the Judicial

Commission unanimously specifying “continued non-compliance with the directives

of the Eleventh General Assembly;” and

Whereas, in conjunction with a reexamination in September, 1984, Mr. Lutjens stated

his views to still be those expressed in a paper from the Spring of 1984, which paper

was before the Twelfth General Assembly as primary evidence on which to base their

specification of continued non-compliance; and

Whereas, the Presbytery of the Ascension sustained his reexamination in spite of this

continued failure to conform, refusing also to interpret the vote to mean either approval

in spite of unchanged views or approval because of changed views; and

Whereas, in November, 1984, the Presbytery refused to begin orderly discipline as

directed by the Twelfth General Assembly; and

Whereas, the Review and Control of Presbyteries Committee at the Thirteenth General

Assembly noted an exception to the Presbytery's Minutes in regard to this continued

non-compliance, noting the ambiguity of the minutes on the reexamination (cf. Minutes,

p. 142-143); and

Whereas, in the action of the Presbytery of the Ascension of the Presbyterian Church

in America, at a Stated Meeting January 10, 1986, in Murrysville, PA., respecting

the following approved response to the above noted exception to the minutes,

In reply to the exception I.b (1) taken by the Assembly’s Committee on the

Review and Control of Presbyteries to our minutes of September 8-9, 1984, that
"It is not clear whether the Presbytery's action in sustaining the reexamination of
Mr. Kurt Lutjens is indicative of a change inhis views or of the Presbytery’s
intention to accept Mr. Lutjen’s views as they are.”, the Presbytery respectfully
answers in clarification that our minutes in section 84-88 mean that the reexami-
nation revealed (as did the examination of the Pastoral Committee) a change in
Mr. Lutjen’s views that brought him into agreement with the standards of the
PCA to the satisfaction of the Presbytery and on this basis his examination was
sustained,

is contrary to fact,

Therefore, the undersigned hereby complain to the Presbytery of the Ascension of

the Presbyterian Church in America against this response to the General Assembly

noted exception to the minutes.

Reasons for the Complaint

1. It is contrary to fact.

2. It has the effect of rewriting the minutes long after anaction has been taken,
making a substantive change via interpretation, which interpretation the Presbytery
specifically refused to make at the time of the action in September of 1984.

As in the past, the undersigned complainants come now professing our commitment
to the peace and unity of the Church of Jesus Christ, as well as its purity. We plead
with the Presbytery of the Ascension to correct this misstatement of fact, and comply
with the letter and the spirit of past General Assembly directives, demonstrating
submission to the brethren in their legitimate exercise of ecclesiastical authority.
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For Christ the King,

The Session of Faith Presbyterian Church
TE Carl W. Bogue, Moderator

RE James R. Bruder, Clerk

RE George R. Caler

RE Robert L. Oldaker

RE Gary L. Spenser

RE Keith M. Wing

JOINING IN THE COMPLAINT WITH FAITH SESSION
TE Bailey C. Cadman

TE Earl F. Fair

TE Robert C. Paterson

TE Peter Stanzen, Il

ADJUDICATION OF CASE #6

Complaints of TE Carl W. Bogue et al. against the Presbytery of the Ascension

I. Statement of the Facts

A.

The 13th General Assembly via the Committee on Review and Control made
exception to the minutes of the Presbytery of the Ascension stating “It is not
clear whether the presbytery’s action in sustaining the reexamination of Mr.
Kurt Lutjens is indicative of a change in his views or of the presbytery’s
intention to accept Mr. Lutjens’ views as they are.”

Presbytery of the Ascension responded to the Committee on Review and
Control in its action of January 10, 1986, stating, “The Presbytery respectfully
answers in clarification that our minutes in section 84-88 mean that the reexami-
nation revealed (as did tl\e examination of the pastoral committee) a change
in Mr. Lutjens’ views that brought him into agreement with the standards of
the PCA and on this basis his examination was sustained.”

A complaint was filed by Carl W. Bogue, et al. against the above actions of
the Presbytery of the Ascension.

Il. Statement of the Issues

A.

B.

E.

Is the response by the Presbytery to General Assembly’s noted exception
contrary to fact?

Are the Presbytery’s stated reasons for denying the complaint in contradiction
to the response approved by Presbytery for the General Assembly’s noted
exception?

Has the answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception had the effect of
rewriting the minutes?

Has the answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception had the effect of
rewriting the minutes, which interpretation the Presbytery specifically refused
to make at the time of its action in September, 1984?

Has the Presbytery illegitimately interpreted BCO 58-4?

I1l. Judgment of the Case

A.

Specifications of Error
1. The Presbytery’s response to the General Assembly’s noted exception is
contrary to fact.
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2. The Presbytery’s stated reasons for denying the complaint are in contradic-
tion to the response approved by Presbytery for the General Assembly’s
noted exception.
3. The answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception had the effect of
rewriting the minutes.
4. The answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception had the effect of
rewriting the minutes, which interpretation the Presbytery specifically
refused to make at the time of its action in September, 1984.
5. The Presbytery has illegitimately interpreted BCO 58-4 (M1 IGA, p. 140).
Recommendations
1. The Presbytery of the Ascension is instructed to reexamine TE Kurt
Lutjens on the question of the relationship of the sacraments and church
membership, and that a full and complete transcript of this examination
be included in the minutes of the Presbytery. Reason: the transcript of
the reexamination of Kurt Lutjens in September, 1984, which was required
by the 11th General Assembly is unavailable due to mechanical failure.
Both complainant and defendant agree that neither malice nor negligence
was involved in the lack of transcript.
2. The Presbytery of the Ascension is instructed to complete the above
action and report to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business no
later than November 10, 1986.
3. The Presbytery of the Ascension is instructed that conformity in the matter
of the relationship of the sacraments and church membership is defined
as compliance with the ruling of the 11th General Assembly in this matter:
“The General Assembly directs the Presbytery of the Ascension to
correct the aspects of the trial for ordination which are contrary to
the constitutional standards of the PCA” (MIIGA, p. 141)

The following were found to be contrary to the constitutional standards

of the PCA by the 11th General Assembly
“The candidate took exception to BCO 58-4 ‘which restricts the
invitation given at the Lord’s Supper to session-approved persons or
professing Christians who are communicants in good standing in any
evangelical church. He believes it is illegitimate to include church
membership as a requirement for one to participate in the Lord’s
Supper.
Under examination the candidate refused to affirm that he would
deny baptism to an allegedly professing adult who would not become
a member of the visible church upon baptism. The constitutionality
of this is denied.” (MIIGA, p. 140

Furthermore, BCO 14-7 as adopted by the 14th General Assembly (see

p. 88) says,
“Actions of the General Assembly pursuant to the provisions of BCO
14-6 such as deliverances, resolutions, overtures, and judicial deci-
sions are to be given due and serious consideration by the Church
and its lower courts when deliberating matters related to such action.
Judicial decisions shall be binding and conclusive on the parties who
are directly involved in the matter being adjudicated, and may be
appealed to in subsequent similar cases as to any principle which
may have been decided. (See BCO 3-5, 3-6. and WCF 31:3.).”
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4. The Presbytery of the Ascension is instructed that if TE Kurt Lutjens
continues to be in nonconformity to the PCA constitutional standards (see
number 3 above) as shown by his examination that the Presbytery is to
proceed with orderly discipline after due pastoral counsel.

5. The Presbytery of the Ascension is admonished by this General Assembly
that this matter has been before the last four General Assemblies, and
that it should exercise due care to avoid further delay in the expeditious
conclusion of this in accordance with the directives of the 11th General
Assembly.

IV. Conclusion
We, as a Commission appreciate the cooperation of both the complainants and
respondents in this case. It is our hope and prayer that this matter can be concluded
in a spirit of unity and peace for the purity and advancement of the Church of
Jesus Christ. Adopted, then reconsidered and recommitted, p. 152.

The following commissioners were present:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Rodney Stortz, Missouri Jack Adkins, James River

Walt Shepard, Grace Randy Hickman, Central Georgia
Lawrence Snapp, Westminster, Asst. Chm. John Farmer, Palmetto

Raymond Fell, GulfCoast Dennis Mehall, S. TX, Asst. Clerk
Rod Mays, New River, Clerk George Gillespie, MS Valley, Chm.
Joel Beezley, Evangel Rupert Green, SE Alabama

Daniel Sulc, W. Carolina Patrick Vaughn, Southwest

The following commissioners were absent:

Frank E. Smith, Northeast Rene Schmidt, Southern Florida
Christian Keidel, Philadelphia Joe Glenn, Calvary

Dissenting Report

I. History of the Case
A. The 12th General Assembly (GA) in adjudication of Case #7 regarding the ordination examination
of TE Kurt Lutjens, recommended to Ascension Presbytery several things, including a pastoral coun-
seling committee, a reexamination of Mr. Lutjens and a transcript of the trials to be preserved by the
Presbytery’s Stated Clerk.

They recommended further that if his views failed after due counseling to conform with the Word
of God, the Standards of the Church and the BCO, the Presbytery through its Pastoral Committee
should commence orderly discipline by a stated time.

Mr. Lutjens' views expressed in his initial examination September 11. 1982. revealed exceptions
in five areas:

1. Sabbath observance,

2 possible ordination of women as deacons,

3. immersion as an alternative form of baptism,

4 possible willingness to baptize persons who would not be able to become members of a visible
church,

5. possible administration of communion in unusual situations to persons not members of a visible
church.

B. Preshytery of the Ascension conducted the reexamination of TE Kurt Lutjens September 7 and

8, 1984. Because of mechanical failure, the transcript was incomplete. Of the five points of exception
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the issues related to Sabbath observance, mode of baptism and views regarding women deacons had
been allowed by previous GA actions. Regarding issues 4 and 5 related to membership and baptism
and the communion. Presbytery by vote of 52 to 16 voted to sustain the reexamination.

C. The Thirteenth GA Committee of Commissioners on Review and Control, June 1985, found
exceptions to the Presbytery of the Ascension’s minutes and requested clarification as to whether
Presbytery’s vote to sustain Mr. Lutjens’ examination was based on a change in Mr. Lutjens’ views
or on willingness of the Presbytery to accept Mr. Lutjens’ views as they were.

D. Response to this request for clarification was formulated and approved by the Presbytery of the
Ascension in January, 1986. (A copy of the response is Exhibit A.) The Presbhytery states that Mr.
Lutjens' views have changed and thathis views are now in conformity to the standards ofthe Church.

E. Complaint against the Presbytery's response is the subject of this ajudication. (The text of the
complaint is Exhibit B.) The complaint, in essence, states that the Presbytery’s response is not true
to fact. In the elaboration by the complainants, they indicate that there isno change in Mr. Lutjens' views.

Issues Involved

A. The integrity of the Presbytery of the Ascension is at stake, in that it is accused of making a
report which is contrary to fact and of willfully distorting minutes.

B. The ability of the Presbytery to make a valid judgment on the examination of its candidates is
at stake.

C. The view of the Standards adhered to by the majority (52 to 16) of the Presbytery of the Ascension
is at stake.

D. Disturbance of peace within the Presbytery of the Ascension continues.

E. The issue continues whether or not TE Kurt Lutjens' current views and practices regarding church
membership and the sacraments are in acceptable conformity with the Church’s Standards.

F. Debate by the Assembly at large on the application of the Standards to these issues has continued
as a topic of this meeting.

Conclusions

A. The majority of the Judicial Commission holds that issue E above is of over-riding importance.
They derive from the evidence that Mr. Lutjens’ views have not changed sufficiently to bring him
into conformity with a “proper” view of the Standards.

B. The dissenting view holds that the Presbytery, through its Pastoral Committee, through Presbytery
action and affirmative vote; through its response to Review and Control Committee; and by direct
testimony before our Judicial Commission have effectively shown that TE Kurt Lutjens’ views have
changed and are now in conformity to the Church’s Standards.

C. Further, the minority view holds that the specific charges made in this complaint cannot be
supported by the evidence presented and issues A, B, and C, stated above, must be decided in favor
of the Presbytery.

D. The issue of peace within the Presbytery must be considered in the overall context. If a decision
could be made which will achieve this end, it would be highly desirable.

E. Therefore, in light of the above considerations, the minority of the Judicial Commission assigned
to hear this case recommends that the complaint be not sustained.

Jack Adkins RE
George Gillespie RE
W alter Shepard TE
Rodney Stortz TE
Dan Sulc TE

Patrick Vaughn RE
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EXHIBIT A
Response of Presbytery of the Ascension to the GA Committee
on Review and Control

In reply to the exception |.b (1) taken by the Assembly's Committee on the Review and Control
of Presbyteries to our minutes of September 8-9, 1984, that
“It is not clear whether the Presbytery's action in sustaining the reexamination of Mr. Kurt Lutjens
is indicative of a change in his views or of the Presbytery’s intention to accept Mr. Lutjens' views as
they are.",
the Presbytery respectfully answers in clarification that our minutes in section 84-88 mean that the reexami-
nation revealed (as did the examination of the Pastoral Committee) a change in Mr. Lutjens' views that
brought him into agreement with the standards of the PCA to the satisfaction of the Presbytery and on this
basis his examination was sustained.
In reply to the exception Lb. (2) taken by the Assembly’s Committee on the Review and Control of
Presbyteries to our minutes of September 8-9, 1984, in sections 84-89 and 84-94 that
“Presbytery failed to provide the ‘attested transcript' of the reexamination trials directed to be made
by the General Assembly. When the attempt to record the examination on tape failed, the Presbytery
by vote at the same meeting specifically refused the recommendation of the Pastoral Committee to
provide a written reconstruction of the record, choosing instead merely to send a letter of explanation
and apology to the General Assembly,"
we would respectfully answer that a technical failure of the recording equipment made it impossible for us
to provide the required transcript (see letter of October 15, 1984, to GA).

(This amended response was adopted, with TE’s Robert Peterson, Larry Oldaker, and Peter Stazen requesting
the recording of their negative votes.)

EXHIBIT B

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2540 South Main Street
Akron, Ohio 44319

March 19, 1986

The Rev. Frank D. Moser. Clerk
Presbytery of the Ascension

398 Hochberg Road
Monroeville, PA 15146

Dr. Morton H. Smith
P.O. Box 1428
Decatur, GA 30031

W hereas in the action of the Presbytery of the Ascension of the Presbyterian Church in America, at the
Stated Meeting March 8, 1986, in Valencia, Pa., our complaint against the preshytery's response to the
General Assembly noted exception to the presbytery minutes was denied, the undersigned hereby complain
to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America against this action of the Presbytery of the
Ascension.
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REASONS FOR THE COMPLAINT

1. The answer to the General Assembly noted exception is contrary to fact.

2. The presbytery’s stated reasons for denying the complaint are in contradiction to the response approved
by presbytery for the General Assembly’s noted exception, and in fact it acknowledges the complainants’
contention that Mr. Lutjens' views are substantially the same as those which caused the Eleventh General
Assembly to declare Mr. Lutjens’ ordination exam annulled.

3. The answer to the General Assembly noted exception has the effect of rewriting the minutes long after
an action has been taken, making a substantive change via interpretation, which interpretation the presbytery
specifically refused to make at the time of the action in September of 1984.

4.  The presbytery did not consider or act upon reason #2 of the complaint (same as reason #3 above).
5. The preshytery illegitimately reinterprets the BCO 58:4 which requires membership in an evangelical
church, declaring its “intent" is to not require membership in an evangelical church.

With heavy hearts, but more convinced than ever we must pursue a just resolution of this unresolved
issue, the undersigned continue their complaint, now to our fathers and brothers in the General Assembly
of our Church, pleading with you to correct these errors and to enforce the directives of the Eleventh and
Twelfth General Assemblies.

For Christ the King,
The Session of Faith Presbyterian Church

TE Carl W. Bogue, Moderator
RE James R. Bruder, Clerk
RE George R. Caler

RE Robert L. Oldaker

RE Gary L. Spencer

RE Keith M. Wing

JOINING IN THE COMPLAINT WITH FAITH SESSION

TE Bailey C. Cadman
TE Earl F. Fair

TE Robert C. Peterson
TE PcterStazen.il

Cf. Original complaint to Presbytery of the Ascension attached.

MINUTES OF JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF CASE #6
THE COMPLAINT OF BOGUE ET AL. VS PRESBYTERY OF THE ASCENSION

The judicial commission appointed to adjudicate Case #6, Complaint of Bogue el al. vs. Ascension
Presbytery met at the call of the convener at 4:45 p.m. on June 24, 1986 at the General Assembly, Academy
of Music. Present were: TE Rodney Stortz, TE Walt Shepard, TE Lawrence Snapp, TE Raymond Fell, TE
Rod Mays, TE Daniel Sulc, RE Jack Adkins, RE Randy Hickman. RE John Farmer, RE Dennis Mehall.
RE George Gillespie, RE Rupert Green, RE Patrick Vaughn. Absent were TE Frank Smith. TE Christian
Keidel, TE Joel Beezley, RE Joe Glenn.

The meeting was called to order with prayer by the convener TE Rodney Stortz. Itwas moved,seconded,
carried to elect RE George Gillespie chairmanandTE Rod Mays clerk byacclamation.A quorum was
declared. The chairman requested the commission to pick up the record of the case and to read and study
it by 8:15 a.m., June 25, 1986. The meeting was recessed by the call of the chairman with prayer by TE
Raymond Fell at 5:15 p.m.

The commission reconvened June 25, 1986 at 8:15 a.m. at the Academy of Music. Present were teaching
elders Walt Shepherd, Rod Mays, Dan Sulc, Rodney Stortz, Raymond Fell, Lawrence Snapp, Joel Beezley,
Frank Smith, and ruling elders Jack Adkins, Randy Hickman, John Fanner, Dennis Mehall. George Gillespie,
Rupert Green, Patrick Vaughn. The chairman called the meeting to order with prayer. The chairman presented
the following agenda and assignments for the day.

AGENDA

8:15-10:15 — organizational work
10:15-10:30 — break
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10:30-12:00 — to hear complainants and respondents
12:00- 1:30 — lunch

1:30- 3:00 — to hear complainants and respondents
3:00- 3:15 — break

3:15- 5:15 — deliberations

5:15- 7:30 — dinner

7:30- — continue until we reach a conclusion

ASSIGNMENTS

Byron Snapp to serve as assistant chairman

Dennis Mehall to serve as assistant clerk

Rodney Stortz and Rupert Green to serve as sergeants at arms
Joel Beezley and Dan Sulc to serve as parliamentarians

Brad Fell to serve as interrogator.

The General Assembly requested the commission to be called to the floor of General Assembly at 9:30
a.m. for other business. The commission reconvened at 10:30 with the following in appearance before the
commission.

COMPLAINANTS RESPONDENTS
Bob Peterson Tom Gregory

Carl Bogue Charles Winkler
Peter Stazen Charles Holliday

Robert Eickelberg
Arnold Frank
Dale Welden

The complainants were given the floor to present their opening arguments. They distributed two docu-
ments; (1) Chronology of Actions, (2) transcript of their opening arguments.

The commission recessed at 11:45 a.m.

The commission reconvened at 1:00 p.m. and was led in prayer by Randy Hickman.

The respondents were given the floor to present their opening arguments. The transcript of that argument
was distributed.

The complainants and respondents were dismissed at 2 p.m.

The commission began discussion of questions that needed to be asked of the complainants and respon-
dents. After a series of questions to both complainants and respondents, the respondents were given the
floor for their closing arguments which were distributed in transcript form. The commission then granted
the floor to the complainants for their closing argument. The complainants and respondents were dismissed.
The commission recessed with prayer by Pat Vaughn at 4:50 p.m.

The commission reconvened at 7 p.m. with prayer by Dan Sulc. The clerk of the commission read from
the Commissioner’s Handbook the guidelines for judicial commissions to adjudicate complaints. At this
time extended discussion took place concerning the issue. Each member of the commission was given two
minutes to sum up his opinion. The commission then entered into a season of prayer before voting on each
specification. The commission voted to sustain each specification of the complainants as follows:

1. The answer to the General Assembly’s noted exception is contrary to fact. 8-6-0
2. The preshytery's stated reason for denying the complaint are in contradiction to the response approved
by presbytery for the General Assembly noted exception, and in fact it acknowledges the complainants’
contention that Mr. Lutjens’ views are substantially the same as those which caused the Eleventh
General Assembly to declare Mr. Lutjens' ordination exam annulled. 8-6-0
3. The answer to the General Assembly noted exceptions has the effect of rewriting the minutes long
after an action has been taken, making a substantive change via interpretation, which interpretation
the presbytery specifically refused to make at the time of the action in September of 1984. 8-6-0
4. The presbytery did notconsideror actupon reason #2 ofthe complaint (same as reason #3 above). 8-6-0
5. The preshytery illegitimately reinterprets the BCO 58:4 which requires membership in an evangelical
church, declaring its “intent” is to not require membership in an evangelical church. 8-6-0

It was moved, seconded, carried that a subcommittee be appointed by the chairman, to be composed
of two majority members and one minority member, in order to develop a report of the commission and
its recommendations. The chairman appointed Walt Shepard, Brad Fell and Joel Beezley.

The commission recessed with prayer by Dennis Mehall at 10:30 p.m. The commission reconvened at
9:30 a.m., June 26, 1986 at the Tenth Presbyterian Church with prayer by Dennis Mehall. The clerk read
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the minutes up to this point and they were approved as read. Brad Fell was called upon to present the report
of the subcommittee (see Commission report). The Statement of Facts was moved, seconded, carried
unanimously. It was moved, seconded, carried to approve the Statement of Issues and the Judgments of
the Case. The subcommittee recommendations were approved as recommendations of the Commission (see
Commission report).

The minutes of today’s proceedings were read and approved. A motion was made to adjourn at 11:40
a.m. with prayer led by Joel Beezley.

Respectfully submitted,
TE Rod Mays

14-70 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case #4.

TE Eugene C. Case, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report. The Assembly
voted to receive and adopt the Commission’s report that the case had been abandoned
and that there would therefore be no judgment. The Minutes were approved and ordered
spread upon the Minutes of the Assembly as its own. Adopted
Case #4: Appeal of TE Edward A. Steele 11l vs. Great Lakes Presbytery

To the Rev. William A. Shell, Stated Clerk of the Great Lakes Presbytery, the
Presbyterian Church in America:

And now, this 20th day of December, A. D. 1985, comes Teaching Elder Edward
A. Steele, Il and appeals from the judgment of the Great Lakes Presbytery in the
case of divesting him without censure without judicial process at its Stated Winter
Meeting on December 7, 1985, and in support of said appeal sets forth the following
specifications of error:

The Great Lakes Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Americaerred in divesting
the Appellant without censure in the following ways:

(1) The Presbytery misinterpreted BCO 34-10, first paragraph, first sentence, in
that it did not institute judicial proceeding against the Appellant when it accused him
of habitually failing to be engaged in the regular duties of his official functions. It did
not have the prerogative of acting as it did without the aforesaid process, especially
since the Appellant has either attended or been excused from the Stated Presbytery
Meetings.

(2) Since no charges were pending against the Appellant and he was a teaching
elder in good standing in the Great Lakes Presbytery, his request that his name be
erased was denied because of his alleged non-participation in Presbytery and in his
not serving in a ministerial office.

(3) No attempt was made by Presbytery or its representatives to collect evidence
for or against the ministry the Appellant presently has as being in conformity to the
responsibilities of a Teaching Elder in the PCA.

(4) The Appellant has been discriminated against because other candidates, licen-
tiates, and teaching elders who have a history of non-attendance and non-reporting
have not been disciplined in any way.

(5) The Appellant has been discriminated against because another Teaching Elder,
Phillip E. Poe, had his name erased at his request, thereby being dismissed “to inde-
pendency” without any attempt at divestiture without censure.

(6) The Appellant has been injured pastorally because upon his divestiture Presby-
tery did not act to have him assigned to the closest PCA church as a communicant
member.

The Appellant respectfully requests that the 14th General Assembly appoint a
Commission to investigate this appeal, and that it direct Presbytery to rescind its action
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of divestiture without censure and proceed either to judicial proceedings at which
proper evidence will be presented or to erase the Appellant’s name from its rolls.

Respectfully submitted,
Edward A. Steele, Il

ADJUDICATION OF CASE #4

In view of the fact that no one was present to represent the appeal, it is judged to
be abandoned. Adopted

E.C. Case, Chairman
James Jones, Secretary

Commission Members:

Ruling Elders Teaching Elders

Robert Baudoux, Ascension Michael Ahlberg, Covenant
Thomas Dizer, Delmarva Robert Cargo, North Georgia

Bill Gates, Grace E.C. Case, Grace, Chairman
Roger Ingalson, Tennessee Valley John DeBardeleben, Philadelphia
Robert Ransom, James River John Hall, Calvary

James Jones, Westminster
Michael Saunders, Southeast Alabama
Carl Smith, Central Florida

Minutes of the Commission
To Deal with the Appeal
of Teaching Elder Edward A. Steele, Il
to an Action of Great Lakes Preshytery
CONVENING:

The Commission was convened at 5:30 P.M. June 24, 1986, in the backstage area of the Academy of
Music in Philadelphia, PA, and called to order by the convener, T.E. Carl Smith. Present were Teaching
Elders Carl Smith, Eugene C. Case, James Jones, John DeBardeleben, Michael Ahlberg, and John Hall;
and Ruling Elders Thomas Dizer, Robert Ransom, Robert Baudoux, and William Gates.

Also present were T.E. David McKay and R E. Tom Stein, Respondents for Great Lakes Presbytery.
QUORUM:

It was determined that a quorum was present to do the business of the Commission.

PRAYER:

The meeting was opened with prayer by T.E. Case.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

T.E. Case was elected Chairman of the Commission.

T.E. Jones was elected Secretary of the Commission.
RECESS:

The Commission recessed at 6:00 P.M., with direction to reconvene following the evening worship
service of the Assembly.
RECONVENE:

The Commission reconvened at 9:55 P.M ., backstage at the Academy of Music, and opened with prayer
by T.E. DeBardeleben

The Chairman indicated that he and T.E. Rodney King, Chairman of the Assembly’s Permanent Com-
mittee on Judicial Business, had contacted Mr. Edward Steele, Il by telephone during the recess, and had
ascertained that neither he nor anyone representing him would be present, and that he (Mr. Steele) anticipated
that T.E. William Shell would be present at the Assembly to prosecute a complaint in connection with the
case. A previous telephone conversation with someone at Mr. Shell's residence by T.E. King revealed that
Mr. Shell was in China.

RECESS:
The meeting was recessed at 10:15 P.M.. with prayer by T.E. Smith.
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RECONVENE:

The Commission reconvened al 8:45 A.M., June 25, 1986, in Room 20 at the Academy. The meeting
was moved to Room 22 for the convenience of the Commissioners. It was opened with prayer by R E.
Tom Dizer. R E. Roger Ingalson and T.E. Michael Saunders were also present for the first time. T.E.
Robert Wildeman, Sr., representative for T.E. Shell in hiscomplaint related to the appeal was introduced.

The Commission was informed by the Chairman that a constitutional inquiry would be necessary to
determine whether or not the appearance of counsel for the Appellant at the Assembly was timely if he had
not presented himself to the Commission before the close of business on the second day.

RECESS:

The Commission recessed until 10:00 A.M.
RECONVENE:

The Commission reconvened at 10:00 A.M. with prayer by T.E. Robert Cargo. There still had been
no word from the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business with regard to the Constitutional inquiry.

The Commission proceeded to deal with the appeal until some direction was given. The propriety of
the appeal being before us. since there was no one to defend it, was challenged by the respondents for the
Great Lakes Presbytery. The challenge was sustained by the Commission, and the Commission moved to
deal with the complaint by T.E. Shell, who was represented by T.E. Wildeman. In the course of the
discussion, the Commission was informed by T.E. Smith that he had learned from T.E. King, Chairman
of the Permanent Committee, that the Complaint could be brought before the Commission only at the
express direction of the Assembly. By vote of the Commission, T.E. Smith was directed to bring this matter
before the Assembly, and to see that sufficient copies of a summary of the case as well as the complaint
be obtained for the Commission.

RECESS:

The Commission recessed at 10:30 to await further direction from the Assembly.
RECONVENE:

The Commission reconvened at 11:50 A.M., having been instructed by the Assembly not to proceed
with hearing the complaint, as it was out of order under terms of Book of Church Order 43-1.

In view of the fact that no one had come forward to represent the Appellant, a motion was entertained,
seconded and carried, to recommend to the General Assembly that the appeal be denied on this ground.

The Commission was dismissed with prayer by T.E. DeBardeleben.

Respectfully Submitted,
James Jones, Secretary

14-71 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case #3.

TE Arthur C. Broadwick led in prayer and presented the report. The Assembly
voted to receive and approve the Commission’s statement of the case and the judgment
rendered, all of which was ordered entered upon the minutes and accepted as the
Assembly's action and judgment in the case. The Minutes of the Commission were
approved and ordered spread upon the Minutes of the Assembly as its own.

Adopted

Case #3: Complaint of RE Henry D. Knight, Jr. vs. Palmetto Presbytery
Supporting Reasons for Complaint

I am a Ruling Elder of Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina,
and a communing member of that church in good standing. As such, 1am subject to
the jurisdiction of Palmetto Presbytery. This is not a complaint in a judicial case in
which any appeal has been taken.

The attached complaint dated October 14. 1985. was filed with the Stated Clerk
of Palmetto Presbytery, Columbia, South Carolina, against an act of the court that 1
along with Tony E. Pepper, also a communing member of Covenant Presbyterian
Church, alleged to be in error. [Please see attached Complaint - Exhibit A - for the
complaint and supporting reasons and the minutes of the September 30, 1985 Special-
Called Meeting of Palmetto Presbytery with attachments (excluding the letter in ques-
tion) along with transmittal letter, map and proposed docket - Exhibit B - which were
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mailed by Presbytery on October 11, 1985. NOTE: | have excluded the letter in
question because of my concern that the opinions expressed in the letter may be found
to be libelous and, in my opinion, it should not be further published; therefore, | have
only reproduced the heading as it originally appeared in the minutes].

The written complaint, with supporting reasons, was filed with the Clerk of Palmetto
Presbytery within fifteen (15) days following the act complained of.

At the Stated Fall Meeting of Palmetto Presbytery on October 24, 1985, the minutes
of the July, 1985 meeting were approved and, at that time, copies of the complaint
were passed out to the Commissioners. The Chairman of the Administration Committee
then encouraged the Commissioners to read and consider the complaint and the approval
of the minutes of the September 30, 1985 Special-Called Meeting was postponed until
the Administration Committee report that afternoon in order that Commissioners would
have time to read and consider the complaint.

That afternoon, when the matter of the complaint was mentioned, a motion was
made and passed that we go into executive session to consider it.

The Chairman of the Administration Committee made a motion that the court was
not prejudiced in its ability to consider the finding of the investigative committee
investigating charges against Teaching Elder James Gary Aitken by the publication of
this letter. After some discussion of the motion, a Commissioner made a motion not
dealing with the subject of the complaint, which motion in amended or substituted
form was voted on and passed. When the discussion returned to the topic of the
complaint, a motion was made that, since it was “closely connected” to the investigation
of the charges against Teaching Elder Aitken, consideration of it be tabled until the
time that the investigating committee reported its findings.

During the discussion of the motion to table, | vehemently spoke against the
Presbytery tabling and not considering the complaint. | explained that the complaint
had absolutely nothing to do with the investigation of the charges by the committee,
but simply addressed the apparent impropriety of including a letter in the official
minutes of the Special-Called Meeting as an attachment to those minutes when it had
not been discussed, considered or even mentioned at that meeting. | further explained
that the complaint did not address the contents of the letter attached to the minutes,
but simply the fact that anything included in the minutes of a meeting that is not
discussed, considered or even mentioned at that meeting would be wrong and, therefore,
improper. A Commissioner, to the best of my recollection, then called for the question.
The question was called, the motion to table consideration of the complaint was voted
on and passed.

COMPLAINT

1. That a copy of this letter was sent to every Session and Teaching Elder in
Palmetto Presbytery as an “attachment: Third Called Meeting Palmetto Presbytery,
September 30, 1985" as though it was presented and discussed at that meeting, when,
in fact, not only was it clearly not discussed, considered, or even mentioned, but, on
the contrary, the court publicly refused at the meeting to consider the same subject as
contained in this letter.

2.  That Palmetto Presbytery, after considering the complaint set forth in one (1)
above at its Stated Fall Meeting on October 24, 1985, failed to act on that complaint
and, therefore, violated the provisions of the Book of Church Order, Section 13-10,
which requires in pertinent part that “The Presbytery shall keep a full and accurate
record of its proceedings... [Emphasis added].
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3. That the inability and/or unwillingness of Palmetto Presbytery to take action
to correct its minutes and delete this letter makes the letter available [Roberts Rules
of Order Art. VII, 41] to anyone interested in further publishing it. That it affords
such person a means to justify its further publication if they obtain it or already have
it based on the fact that, by remaining in the minutes, it purports to have been discussed
at the September 30, 1985 meeting and to be a legitimate addition to those official
meeting minutes. That by being an attachment to open minutes, it appears to indicate
that, in the opinion of this Presbytery, the opinions expressed in this letter are suitable
and appropriate for public consideration.

4. That because of the constraints of executive session, the inability and/or unwil-
lingness of this Presbytery to act on my complaint and my vow as a Ruling Elder
IQuestion 5] within this Presbytery, | am presently prohibited from explaining the
insertion of this letter in the official minutes of Presbytery to those under my care at
Covenant Presbyterian Church.

5. That since | believe that the provisions of executive session mandate that these
issues not be discussed [I have asked for a clarification and have not been informed
otherwise], Tony E. Pepper is not a party to this complaint. That for the same reason,
this complaint is being addressed by me alone before the Lord and against my own
personal conviction that it is better that such matters be entered into by wise and Godly
counsel.

CONCLUSION

The basic impropriety alleged by the complaint is, in my opinion, probably the
simplest to address and deal with that could ever come before this Presbytery - or any
group of individuals where official minutes of that group are taken, reported and
approved. The basic action required is equally as simple and uninvolved. Only one
question must be asked and the answer to that question determines what must be done.
That question is:

“Was the letter attached to the minutes of the September 30. 1985 Special-Called

Meeting of Palmetto Presbytery as an ‘attachment: Third Called Meeting Palmetto

Presbytery, September 30, 1985' discussed, considered or mentioned at that meet-

ing?”

If the answer to that question is “no” then the minutes must be corrected to delete
any reference to the letter.

In the present circumstances and given the contents of that letter, the failure of
this Presbytery to act is nothing less than reprehensible! | believe this action by the
Presbytery to be wrong, vehemently spoke against it at the meeting and sincerely
believe that God is not pleased when believers, even unwittingly, conduct His work
in such a manner.

| am not a negative person. | have just received my evaluation report after one
year at my new job. In the nine page evaluation of my attitude and job performance,
the only negative comment was that | should use adjectives more precisely in reports
to our executive office. It stated that | routinely exhibit initiative and industry far
beyond requirements; that my attitude, morale and team spirit are unexcelled; that |
maintain a positive attitude even when under much pressure; and that 1 am an inspiration
to others in the office. Prior to filing the complaints with Presbytery and this one, |
had never, to the best of my knowledge and present recollection, personally filed a
formal complaint against anything before. 1share this information as a testimony to
God’s sustaining Grace in my life; because very few people in the Presbytery and, to
my knowledge, no one in General Assembly knows me; and because | am having to
file a third complaint against actions of this Presbytery in less than three weeks.
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Since this complaint deals with matters that were discussed in executive session,
I would expect that it will be given only to those that were present at the October 24,
1985 meeting and only to members of the General Assembly that have a “need to
know” in order to effectively deal with this complaint. | would also ask that since my
understanding of the terms of executive session is that we are not to discuss the business
transacted among ourselves [l have asked for a clarification on this and, to date, have
not been advised otherwise] that this complaint not be discussed either. By that, | am
not asking that those present at the meeting or those at General Assembly that have
a “need to know” not be given a copy, but only that they not discuss the contents of
this complaint. If my understanding of the terms of executive session is not correct,
please advise me otherwise so that | may seek Godly counsel in this matter.

This Presbytery continues in its inability and/or unwillingness to act upon my
complaint of October 14, 1985. By so doing, it continues to allow a letter that contains
opinions that may be determined to be libelous to be a part of the official minutes of
its September 30, 1985 meeting as an “attachment: Third Called Meeting Palmetto
Presbytery, September 30, 1985.” That those minutes have been published to Sessions
and Teaching Elders within this Presbytery by this Presbytery all around our State.
This letter, by being attached to the minutes, purports to be a matter that was discussed
or at least mentioned at that meeting and a proper letter to be inserted in the open
minutes of that meeting. Therefore, because of the alleged impropriety of all of the
above, | am requesting that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
America immediately consider this complaint. Further, 1am requesting that the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America also investigate fully the inability
and/orunwillingness of this Presbytery to act upon my complaint of October 14, 1985.

Very truly yours,
Henry D. Knight, Jr.

ADJUDICATION OF CASE #3

I. Statement of the Facts

A. On or about October 10, 1985, the stated clerk of Palmetto Presbytery sent
out to the constituent churches and teaching elders the minutes of the special
called meeting of September 30, 1985. Included along with those minutes
was a copy of a letter of concern registered with the presbytery by some
members of the Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina
against the Session of that church, which letter had never been discussed by
the Presbytery.

B. On October 14, 1985, Mr. Henry D. Knight, Jr., aruling elder ofthe Covenant
Church, registered a complaint with Palmetto Presbytery asking it to rectify
the error by deleting that letter from the September 30 Presbytery record.

C. At the next regularly scheduled meeting (October 24, 1985) the Presbytery
dealt with the complaint by referring it to its Shepherding Committee. How-
ever, the Presbytery's minutes do not clearly reflect this action.

D. Since the complaint was not disposed of at the October 24 meeting, Mr.
Knight filed a complaint with the Fourteenth General Assembly against Pal-
metto Presbytery, which complaint was dated November 1, 1985. The com-
plaint was received by the Assembly and assigned to a designated Commission
for adjudication. For the record it should be noted that the Presbytery did
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vote to delete the “concerned members’ letter” from the September 30, 1985
record at its January 23, 1986 meeting and took action to prevent such a
problem from occurring again at its April 24, 1986 meeting.

Statement of the Issues
The key issue is the question of whether the Presbytery acted on the substance
of Mr. Knight’s complaint, that is, the propriety of including the letter regis-
tered with the Presbytery by the “concerned members” of Covenant Presby-
terian Church against the Session of that church, with the distributed minutes
of its September 30, 1985 meeting.

Judgement of the Case

Specification #1 - sustained

Specification #2 - not sustained

Specification #3 - sustained

Specification #4 - not sustained

Specification #5 - not considered to be a part of the complaint

It is the judgement of the Commission that the matter be sent back to Palmetto
Presbytery to conduct a new hearing on specifications # land #3 ofthe complaint.

. Explanatory Opinion:

Specification #1:
The Commission feels that Palmetto Presbytery has not yet taken clear action
to find that publishing the letter concerning the Session of Covenant Church
as an appendix to the minutes of its September 30, 1985 meeting was in fact
in error.

Specification #2:
It was not sustained because Palmetto Presbytery did act by referring the
complaint to its Shepherding Committee at the first called meeting following
the receipt of the complaint. However, it is noted that the Presbytery did not
keep an accurate record of its proceedings in regard to its action to refer the
complaint to a committee.

Specification #3:
The Commission finds thatthe publishing of the letter in question had the
potential to bring harmto the reputation of the Session of CovenantChurch
and that Palmetto Presbytery consider carefully any needed redress of that
potential harm.

Specification #4:
It was not sustained because the Commission feels that Palmetto Presbytery
acted in good faith. Adopted

Members of the Commission:

Teaching Elders

Stephen Christian, Cent. FI., Chairman
Morton Whitman, Missouri

William Stanway, Grace

James Bland, Southern Florida

Arthur Broadwick, Ascension, Secretary
Don Clements, New River

Randy Davis, Tennessee Valley
Timothy Starnes, Covenant

Ruling Elders

John Ramirez, James River

James Haber, Delmarva

William Montgomery, Southwest
W illiam Faires, Sr., E. Carolina
Gerald Sovereign, Gulf Coast
George Nottingham, Central Georgia
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MINUTES OF THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF CASE #3

All parties to the case being present, the convener Stephen Christian, called the meeting to order at

2:30 on June 24, 1986 at the Academy of Music, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with prayer.

The following Commissioners were present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Central Florida TE Stephen Christian
Missouri TE Morton Whitman
Grace TE Wi lliam Stanway
Southern Florida TE James Bland
Ascension TE Arthur Broadwick
New River TE Don Clements
Tennessee Valley TE Randy Davis
Covenant TE Timothy Starnes
James River RE John Ramirez
Delmarva RE James Habler
Southwest RE Wi illiam Montgomery
Eastern Carolina RE William Faires, Sr.
GulfCoast RE Gerald Sovereign
Central Georgia RE George Nottingham

The convener stated that a quorum was present.
Stephen Christian was elected chairman; Arthur Broadwick was elected secretary.
Introduced as parties to the complaint were RE Henry D. Knight, Jr. and his counsel, TE Vaughn

Hathaway.

Respondent for Palmetto Presbytery was TE Joseph Novenson.
Also present was TE Gary Aitken, pastorof Covenant Presbyterian Church, Columbia, South Carolina.
The following documents were presented and reviewed by the Commission:

1. Minutes of the third called meeting. Palmetto Presbytery, Sept. 30, 1985 including the letter of
“concerned members"' against the Session of Covenant Preshyterian Church, Columbia, South
Carolina dated September 4, 1985.

2. Complaint to Palmetto Presbytery concerning that body's September 30, 1985 minutes by RE
Henry D. Knight, Jr., dated October 14, 1985.

3. Minutes of the Eighth Stated meeting of Palmetto Presbytery, October 24, 1985.

4. Complaint to the 14th General Assembly against Palmetto Presbytery by Henry D. Knight, Jr..
dated Nov. 1, 1985.

5. Minutes of the ninth stated meeting of Palmetto Presbytery, January 23, 1986.

6. Minutes of the Fourth Called meeting of Palmetto Presbhytery, February 22, 1986.

7. Minutes of the Tenth Stated Meeting of Palmetto Presbytery, April 24. 1986.

Following discussion of procedure, the Commission proceeded with hearing the case.

Henry Knight spoke as the complainant.

Joseph Novenson spoke on behalf of the Presbytery as the respondent.

Following an extended time of questioning by commission members, closing arguments were made.
By motion the Commission moved into executive session, and then discussed the case at length. The

four specifications of the complaint (specification #5 was not considered to be a part of the complaint.)
were decided as follows:

Specification #1 - sustained (13-1)
Specification #2 - not sustained (12-1-1)
Specification #3 - sustained (12-2)
Specification #4 - not sustained (14-0)

By motion the Commission determined to send the matter back to Palmetto Presbytery to conduct a

new hearing on specifications #1 & #3 of the complaint.

Explanation:

a)

b)

Specification #1:

The Commission feels that Palmetto Presbytery has not yet taken clear action to find that publishing
the letter concerning the Session of Covenant Church as an appendix to the minutes of its September
30, 1985 meeting was in fact in error.

Specification #2:

It was not sustained because Palmetto Presbytery did act by referring the complaint to its Shepherding
Committee at the first called meeting following the receipt of that complaint. However, it is noted
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that the Presbytery did not keep an accurate record of its proceedings in regard to its action to refer
the complaint to a committee.
c) Specification #3:
The Commission finds that the publishing of the letter in question had the potential to bring harm to
the reputation of the Session of Covenant Church and that Palmetto Presbytery consider carefully any
needed redress of that potential harm.
d)  Specification #4:
It is not sustained because the Commission feels that Palmetto Presbytery acted in good faith.
By motion Steve Christian, Art Broadwick and Bill Stanway were appointed to draft the commission
report.
By motion the meeting was recessed with prayer by RE Gerald Sovereign at 5:35 P.M.
The Commission was reconvened with prayer by TE Randy Davis at 3:30 P.M. on June 25, 1986 at
the Academy of Music.
The draft of the report was read and approved as amended. Minutes of the meeting were read and
approved as amended.
On motion the Commission went out of executive session and then adjourned with prayer by TE Don
Clements at 3:55 P.M.

Respectfully submitted.
Stephen Christian, Chairman
Arthur Broadwick, Secretary

14-72 Recess.
The Assembly recessed at 12:40 a.m. Friday morning and was led in prayer by
the Moderator.

MINUTES—FRIDAY MORNING
June 27, 1986
Eleventh Session

14-73 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 8:15 a.m. with prayer by TE Grady Love.
14-74 Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
RE Julian Davis, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report of the committee
(Appendix C, p. 247). Recommendations were acted upon as follows:
I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. Minutes of the Committee on Administration:
June 15-20, 1985; September 6-7, 1985; December 6-7, 1985; March 13-14,
1986.
B. Minutes of Board of Directors:
June 15-20, 1985; September 7, 1985; December 7, 1985.
C. Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Investors Fund for Building and Develop-
ment of the Presbyterian Church in America, Inc.:
January 17, 1986; February 20, 1986; March 12, 1986.
D. Report of the Stated Clerk to the General Assembly (Appendix A, p. 236):
E. Report of the Archives to the 14th General Assembly of the PCA (Appendix
A, p. 239).
F. Archives Position Paper (Appendix A, p. 241).
G. Reportand Recommendations of the Committee on Administration (Appendix
C, p. 247).
H. Business carried over from previous assemblies (p. 63)
I.  Budgets of All Committees, Ridge Haven, Insurance Annuities and Relief,
Covenant College, Covenant Seminary, PCA Foundation, SIMA, and Inves-
tors’ Fund (p. 274).
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Il. Major Issues Discussed

A. Status of present Stated Clerk

B. Investors’ Fund for Building and Development

C. General Assembly Rules Change

D. Purchase of Land or Building to suit need of PCA

E. General Assembly Worship Services

I1l. Recommendations:

1. That in conformity to Rules for Assembly Operations 4-2 the proposed docket
be amended Tuesday through Friday sessions to recess at 11:25 a.m. with
worship services conducted from 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

Eliminated by a procedural motion from the floor which superseded it. See 14-4,

4, p. 33.

2. Handled in 14-12, p. 82 and 14-29, p. 106 where the text is found.

3. Handled in 14-20, p. 101 and 14-30, p. 106 where the text is found.

4. That the Rules for Assembly Operations be amended as follows:

Insert a new 4-1, and renumber the remaining items under 1V:
4-1 There shall be a General Assembly Arrangements Committee, which shall
function under the COA. Final approval of all decisions regarding the Assem-
bly shall rest in the COA in accordance with the Rules for Assembly Opera-
tions. COA must approve any non-PCA speaker at the Assembly. The Com-
mittee shall be constituted as follows:
1. The Chairman of the local arrangements committee, who is appointed
by the host presbytery, and serves as chairman of the full committee.

2. The treasurer of the local arrangements committee.
3. One other member of the local arrangements committee.
4. One member from each of the four permanent committees.
5. The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.
6. The Coordinator of the Committee on Administration. The Assembly’s
Committee and the Local Arrangements Committee shall operate under a
Manual approved by the GA.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly due to thefact that Vj of the Assembly

were not present.

5. Thatrecommendation 27b, (Appendix A, p. 252) be answered in the negative.

Adopted
Note: If the General Assembly desires the Presbytery to handle the statistical
report then it must be directed to the Judicial Business Committee to prepare
language for insertion into the BCO.

6. That RAO 11-1, carried over from the Thirteenth General Assembly, be

adopted in the following amended form:

11-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be encouraged each year
to make a specific subscription donation to assist in the defraying the expenses
of the General Assembly whether a commissioner is sent to the Assembly or
not. Such subscription donation shall cover the registration for one represen-
tative from the congregation. All other commissioners shall be encouraged
to make a similar donation. A copy of the Minutes and the Handbook will
be sent to the donors and those paying the subscription donation/registration
fee without additional charge Churches are encouraged to make this annual
donation, whether or not they send a commissioner to the Assembly. The
General Assembly shall setthe amount of the subscription donation/registration
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for the next General Assembly.
Carried over to the Fifteenth General due to thefact that % of the Assembly
were not present
That Overture 16 (p. 41) be answered by our action in recommendation 4.
Adopted
Handled in 14-8, p. 81, where the text is found.
Presented for information, but no action taken
Handled in 14-8, p. 81, where the text is found.
Presented for information, but no action taken
That Overture 8 (p. 40) be answered by reference to Bylaws IV 10 F which

already require this. Adopted
That Overture 14 (p. 40) be answered in the negative.

Grounds: Sets impractical limits. Adopted
That Overture 19 (p. 42) be approved. Adopted
That Overture 21 (p. 43) be approved. tabled

That the Manual for General Assembly Arrangements, Attachment A, p. 254,
be approved with the following amendments: That theword “net” be inserted
after “Assembly” and before “costs”, line one, andafter the word “proposed”
and before “costs”, line two of Il Financial Arrangements and that the follow-
ing section be added under Il Location of Assemblies.

I D. The cost of items included in C above shall be submitted to a previous
General Assembly. Adopted
That Overture #7 (p. 40) be approved and be referred to the Permanent
Committee on Judicial Business to draft the language for inclusion in the
Rules for Assembly Operation. Adopted
That the recommendation of the COA “thatthe denomination purchase building
or land and build to suit the needs of the PCA” be deferred to the 15th General
Assembly and further that requirements of the 12th General Assembly,

M12GA, p. 164, 12-90, Il 13 relating to a series of studies to justify such
proposed action be completed and presented to the 15th General Assembly
as instructed by the General Assembly. Adopted
That the Report ofthe Archives (Appendix A, p. 239) to the General Assembly
be received. Adopted
That the General Assembly adopt the Archives Position Paper (Appendix A,
p. 241) be approved. Adopted
That Overture #27 (p. 43) and Overture #47 (p. 43) and Overture #52 (p.
44) be answered by Committee Recommendation #14. Adopted

That the Assembly adopt the Basic Policy Guidelines for Revolving Building
Loans (Appendix C, p. 273) as a portion of the policy manual required by
the 13th General Assembly (M136A, p. 115, 17b.(4)) and that the Trustees
of the Investors’ Fund for Building and Development be directed to complete
the policy manual and submit it to the 15th General Assembly. Adopted
That the Recommendation of the Trustees of the Investors’ Fund for Building
and Development for the addition of the words “as well as the general public”
(Appendix C, p. 262 1V.B) be denied.

Failed. No further action was taken on this matter.
That the Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Investors' Fund for Building
and Development of the PCA, Inc. (Appendix C, p. 263) be approved with
the following exception: That the action of the Board of Trustees under item
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“H” borrowing of funds from the 5 Million Fund without approval of the

General Assembly be noted by the General Assembly. Adopted
That the Articles of Incorporation (Appendix C, p. 265) of Investors” Fund
for Building and Development of the PCA, Inc. be approved. Adopted
That the Bylaws of Investors' Fund for Building and Development of the
PCA, Inc., (Appendix C, p. 269) be approved. Adopted
Thatthe minutes of the COA, June 15-20, 1985, be approved. Adopted

Thatthe minutes of the COA. September 6-7, 1985, be approved. Adopted
That the minutes ofthe COA, December 6-7, 1985, be approved with exception
that no quorum noted. Adopted
Thatthe minutes of the COA, March 13-14, 1986, be approved. Adopted
Thatthe minutes of the Board of Directors of the PCA, June 15-20, 1985.

be approved. Adopted
That the minutes of the Board of Directors of the PCA, September 7, 1985,
be approved with exception that no quorum noted. Adopted

That the minutes of the Board of Directors of the PCA, December 7, 1985,
be approved with exception that no quorum noted and no chairman’s signature.

Adopted
That the minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Investors Fund for Building
and Development of PCA, January 17, 1986, be approved. Adopted

That the minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Investors Fund for Building
and Development of PCA, February 20, 1986 and March 12, 1986, be ap-
proved. Adopted
That the action taken by the Board of Directors of the PCA meeting June 20,
1986, “That the General Assembly accept the report of the Board of Directors
that they have completed their assignment by the 11th General Assembly (and
continued by the 12th and 13th Assemblies) ‘to establish guidelines for a
working relationship and due process between Covenant College and Covenant
Theological Seminary and the courts of the PCA’ (M1l 1GA. 11-36, IlI, 54.
p. 101)" be approved. Adopted
That the publication of a list of PCA churches and/or ministers including the
Yearbook contain a statement restricting its use to PCA congregations,
presbyteries, and agencies be approved. Adopted
That a salary compensation package of $45,365 for FY87 be approved for
coordinators and stated clerk with an allowable salary package range of 15
percent below or above the approved figure. Adopted
That October 1986 be recommended as stewardship season. Adopted
That October 6-11, 1986 (Monday-Saturday) be recommended as the Assem-
bly-wide week of prayer with Dr. Richard C. Chewning, moderator of 13th

General Assembly, as chairman. Adopted
That with reference to business carried over from previous assemblies,
A. 13-73, III, 35, p. 139 was taken care of by item #6 of Committee of
Commissioners partial report.
Curried over to the next General Assembly
B. 13-73, Ill, 39, p. 140 To extend to the 15th General Assembly.
Carried over to the next General Assembly.
C. 13-49, Il1l. 17, p. 115 Dealt with by 13th General Assembly, p. 114,

Recommendation #17, and Committee of Commissioners COA, Item
#20. Adopted
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That a COA budget (p. 274) of $829,889 be approved for FY87 with an
askings of $740,122. Adopted
That the General Assembly receive in nomination for Coordinator of COA,
RE Earl Witmer and that he be elected to serve through the 1987 General
Assembly and that he be highly commended for his excellent and faithful

service to the church as a servant of Christ. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for CEP (p.
276) of $1,153,028 with askings of $1,125,591. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for 1AR (p.
292) of $548,150 with no askings. Adoption
That the proposed FY87 budget for MNA (p. 277) of $2,122,180 with askings
of $1,959,302. Adopted

In connection with the MNA budget the following motion was proposed: To
appoint a study committee to assess the validity and biblical basis of testing
techniques and career counselling practices utilized at the Assessment Center
and report its findings to the 15th General Assembly. The study committee
expenses to be underwritten by voluntary contributions and coordinated
through COA office. Study committee to consist of five (5) members appointed
by the Stated Clerk. Defeated

The following commissioners requested their affirmative vote be recorded: TE James A. Jones, Jr. and TE

John Otis.
45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for PCA

Investors’ Fund (p. 275) of $152, 122 with no askings. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for PCA
Foundation (p. 293) of $133,839 with no askings. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for MTW (p.
281) of $8,891,884 with askings of $8,654,889. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for SIMA (p.
285) of $1,575,737 with no askings. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for Covenant
College (p. 287) of $6,382,596 with askings of $953,186. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for Covenant
Seminary (p. 289) of $1,837,244 with askings of $1,042,286. Adopted
That the General Assembly approve the proposed FY87 budget for Ridge
Haven of $295,403 with askings of $240,885. Adopted
That the “shortfall formula” for undesignated gifts be approved for FY87 to
help subsidize the PCA Messenger. Adopted
That the auditing firm of Kent, Nobles, and Martin be approved for the FY 86
audit. Adopted
That the auditing firm of Arthur Young International be approved for the
FY87 audit. Adopted

That the Church/State sub-committee report, (Appendix U, p. 493), be re-
ceived and implemented as outlined below:

(a) that the report be received by the 14th General Assembly as information
and for study, (b) that the report be sent to each church by October 1, 1986,
by inclusion in the GA Minutes or by special mailing, if time so requires,
(c) thatchurches and/or individuals be requested to study the report and submit
questions, suggestions or objections to COA by January 1, 1987, (d) that the
Church/State subcommittee prepare its final report to COA by February 15,
1987, (e) that such final report shall be mailed to COA members for study
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and comment, (f) that COA shall complete the report at its March 1987
meeting, making appropriate recommended answers to the various overtures
relating to the subject matter, and (g) that COA submit its recommendations

concerning the final report to the 15th GA for action thereon. Adopted
That the subscription/donation for the 15th General Assembly be no more
than $45.00. Adopted
That the FY85 audits for all PCA boards, committees, and agencies except
IAR be approved. Adopted
That the calendar year '85 audit of IAR be approved. Adopted

That the bylaws be amended to rearrange materials presently in the bylaws
for easier reference, placing under IV, H, Exceptions, the parts dealing with
the election of the boards of the following agencies:

a. Covenant College

b. Covenant Theological Seminary

c. IAR

d. Ridge Haven Adopted

That the exceptions to the bylaws of Investors’ Fund for Building and Develop-

ment of PCA, Inc. be incorporated into the PCA bylaws as Article IV, Section

10, H5.

“Each member of the board of trustees must be either a TE or RE in the
PCA. A trustee shall not be eligible for re-election to the board until 1year
after his term expires, except that, if a trustee has not served a full term or
for at least two years of a two or three year term, he shall be eligible for
immediate re-election at the end of such term; a trustee may otherwise serve
non-consecutive terms without limit. Trustees shall be elected by a majority
vote of the members of the General Assembly of the PCA in accordance with
(including the additional qualifications specified in) the Bylaws, the Rules
for Assembly Operations and the BCO of the PCA, all as duly amended from
time to time. Nominations for the board of trustees shall be presented to the
General Assembly by the nominating committee of the PCA." Adopted.
That since the General Assembly has mandated that all of its Committees and
Agencies must preserve all their records, which necessarily involve consider-
able expense to the various Committees and Agencies (i.e. properly maintained
records cost $15.85 per cubic foot per year), therefore:

a. That all Committees and Agencies are to transfer non-current records
(i.e. all records five years and older, in accordance with M12GA, 12-90.
p. 184-187, recommendation 20) to the PCA Archives.

b. That each Committee and Agency bear the cost for its own materials at
the cost of approximately $30 per cubic foot delivered and processed,
and $5 per year per processed cubic foot for maintenance; and that these
costs will apply to all materials that have been or will be processed.

c. That whatever the COA contributes towards the Archives is to be consi-
dered as payment for processing and maintaining the Stated Clerk's and
COA's records. Adopted

Clerk's note: The effect of this motion was to add the following amounts to the budgets
of the following Committees and Agencies:

COA None
CE/P $2,415.00
MNA 865.00
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MTW 6,995.00
Covenant College 70.00
Covenant Seminary 305.00
PCA Foundation 35.00

These figures appear as a supplemental line on the budgets affected, Appendix C ., p. 274ff.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

That the General Assembly direct the committees and agencies to propose

and develop standards for the evaluation of their coordinators and agency

heads and thefact that an evaluation has been conducted be reported annually
as a part of their minutes. Adopted

That should the recommendation from the Inter-church Relations Committee

for the PCA to join the NAE be approved, the cost of annual dues be divided

proportionately among the permanent committees of the PCA based upon the
overall budgets of the permanent committees. Adopted

That the General Assembly approve the following invitations to host future

General Assemblies:

A . That the 17th General Assembly be held on the campus of Biola University
in La Mirada, California, June 19-23, 1989, pending request of Pacific
Presbytery.

B. That the General Assembly approve Overture 46, p. 43, from the North
Georgia Presbytery regarding the 18th General Assembly in 1990, in
accordance with the manual for General Assembly arrangements.

C. That the General Assembly accept the invitation of the Session of the
Briarwood Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Alabama to host the 19th
General Assembly in 1991, in accordance with the manual for General
Assembly arrangements.

D. Thatthe General Assembly accept the invitation of the Palmetto Preshytery
and the Fellowship of Presbyterian Ministers of Columbia, South Carolina
to host the 21st General Assembly in 1993, in accordance with the manual
for General Assembly arrangements. Adopted

E. 1988 General Assembly date set for June 6-10, 1988.

That the Committee consider the teaching of the Scripture with regard to the

nature and duties of Deacon and other ministries of mercy be funded by

including a budgetary amount of $5,000 to the MNA FY87 budget.
Adopted
That the report as a whole be approved. Adopted
Respectfully submitted,

RE Julian H. Davis, chairman
TE Paul O. Honomichl, secretary
TE Richard L. Gillen, secretary

Roll of Commissioners present:

Presbytery Commissioner

Central Carolina TE Dewey Murphy

Central Florida RE Howard Elems

Central Georgia RE Julian H. Davis, Chairman
Covenant TE Paul O. Honomichl, Secretary
Delmarva RE Jim Haber

Eastern Canada TE Donald Codling

Evangel RE Tom Leopard
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Presbytery Commissioner
Grace TE French Tripp

Great Lakes RE Don Moore

James River TE Lawrence C. Roff
Missouri RE Hal Kennedy

New Jersey RE Andy Grinstead

New River TE Donald H. Post, Jr.
North Georgia TE CecilioN. Lajara
Northeast TE Frank E. Smith
Pacific Northwest TE RobertA. Bonner
Philadelphia RE Walter Zumbach
Siouxlands TE DennisEide

Southern Florida TE Richard Gillen, Secretary
W estern Carolina TE Dan Sulc

W estminster . TE John Otis

Clerk’s Note: Recommendation 2 was handled in 14-12, p. 82 Recommendations 3-6
were handled in 14-20, p. 101. Recommendation 3 was reconsidered in 14-30, p. 106.
Recommendations 8 and 9 were handled in 14-8, p. 81. They are included here for
easier reference.

14-75 Nominating Committee.

The Stated Clerk announced that he had received the resignation of TE R. C.
Sproul from the Theological Examining Committee. The Nominating Committee was
directed to bring in a nominee to this Assembly to replace Mr. Sproul.

TE Robert Ostenson led the Assembly in prayer and presented the following report:

The Committee met at the instruction of the General Assembly at 10 a.m. on
Friday, June 27, 1986, to nominate a replacement for TE R. C. Sproul (resigned) on
the Assembly Theological Examining Committee in the Class of 1987.

The meeting was opened with prayer offered by TE Richard Trucks. Present were
RE Robert Ostenson (SE Alabama), Chairman, TE Donald Codling (Eastern Canada),
TE William A. Fitzhenry (South Texas), TE Richard Trucks (Evangel), RE Kerry
Black, (Ascension), RE Don Stark (Eastern Carolina), RE W. J. Montgomery (South-
west), TE Stephen Wood (Central Florida), TE W. J. Stanway (Grace).

TE Douglas Floyd Kelly (Mississippi Valley) was nominated to replace R. C.
Sproul on the Assembly Theological Examining Committee in the Class of 1987.
Biographical sketch of Douglas F. Kelly: Graduate of University of North Carolina,
Union Theological Seminary of Virginia (BD), University of Lyon (France), University
of Edinburgh (PhD), Tubingen University. Former asst, pastor. First PC, Raeford,
NC; former pastor, First PC, Dillon, SC. Professor of Systematic Theology, Ref.
Theological Seminary, 83 -;

A motion to adjourn was passed. The meeting concluded with prayer offered by
TE Donald Codling.

Robert Ostenson, Chairman
William J. Stanway, Acting Secretary

Mr. Kelly was elected by acclamation.

14-76 Special Nominating Committee
TE Byron Snapp led the Assembly in prayer and gave the following report of the
special nominating committee to nominate the judicial commission to handle the As-
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cension Presbytery case.

The Nominating Committee recommends the following be constituted as a Judicial
Commission to hear judicial case #6 (Carl W. Bogue et al. vs. the Presbytery of the
Ascension)

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Don Stone, Phila., Convener Richard Chewning, North Texas
Steve Smallman, Delmarva John Van voorhis, Calvary
Jim Hope, Palmetto Lin Buckman, Philadelphia
Ted Lester, North Georgia Mark Elam, South Texas
John Vance, Northeast Bob Ranson, James River
Will Barker, W. Carolina Joe Reynolds, Westminster
Don Post, New River Andy Grinstead, New Jersey
Rene Schmidt, South Florida
Alternates
J. PhilipClark, Pacific Harry Jennings, Great Lakes
David Dively, Great Lakes Richard Springer, New Jersey

The Committee feels that it would be improper for any member of this Commission
to have been a member of the Presbytery of the Ascension in the last four years. We
ask that you take this into consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

TE Byron Snapp
TE Walt Shepard
RE Dennis Mehall
RE Patrick Vaughn
The Commission was elected as nominated.

14-77 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Billsand Overtures.
TE R. Laird Harris led the Assembly in prayer and presented Recommendation 2
at this time. See 14-85, p. 186 for the entire report.

14-78 Dissent Regarding PCA Investors’ Fund
I respectfully request that my negative vote be recorded with regard to all matters
dealing with Assembly action involving the PCA Investors’ Fund for Building and
Development for the PCA.
The whole concept of this fund as a church interest-bearing, lending institution is
a violation of my conscience with regard to Scriptural prohibition of the same.
TE Warren E. Gardner
TE Bruce Gardner

14-79 Dissent Regarding the Use of Five Million Fund Monies to Set Up the
Revolving Building Fund.

We, the undersigned commissioners to the Fourteenth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America, hereby enter our dissent from the action of the General
Assembly, meeting on the 26th day of June, 1986, in its vote to sustain the permanent
MNA Committee’s action in taking an interest-free loan from the Five Million Fund
in order to develop the Revolving Building Fund.

The original purpose of the Five Million Fund was to provide interest-free money
to new churches to build necessary buildings. The committee’s action takes money
that should be available to churches—and currently is not,— interest-free, out of
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circulation for the intended purpose and thereby violates the implied trust of those
who contributed to the Five Million Fund.

While we do not, question the good intentions of the MNA Committee, we re-
member that no end, however good, justifies the use of illegitimate means.

We believe that the monies illegitimately taken from the Five Million Fund should
be promptly returned thereunto with all earned interest and would urge the Committee
to maintain more carefully the strict propriety in Financial dealing which ought always
to attend the work of the church.

David C. Lachman Thomas E. Graham

Seth Skolnitsky Chris Tindall

Frank J. Smith FrankE. Smith
JimFletcher RobertG. Herrmann
Warren E. Gardner G. Brent Bradley

Bruce Gardner Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr.
Darwin Jordan John Otis

Joe Grider John Harley

Michael Ahlberg William H. Moore

14-80 Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education
Recommendations 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 were handled at this time. See 14-67, p.
145.

14-81 Report of the Ad Hoc Committee Appointed by the Moderator to Draft
a Response to the Protest of Certain Members of the Fourteenth General Assembly
Who Protested Over the Monday and Tuesday Worship Services (June 23 and
24, 1986).

The protest (14-61, p. 141) lodged concerns the character of the Monday and
Tuesday evening programs alleging that they did not represent the worship of reformed
character with which the General Assembly usually begins its morning sessions.

In answer it may at First be said that the usual morning worship services are not
long — about twenty minutes. The evening programs were intended to combine a
worship time with programs which would illustrate and advance the great commission
through the committees of the General Assembly. The programs were to include
worship, but were not intended to be exclusively worship.

The protest said that the programs were not reformed in character, and that the
preaching of the Word of God occupied a minor place in the worship. We reply that
the proper elements of reformed worship were included: On Monday, after two well-
known hymns from the Trinity Hymnal came a Scriptural anthem, the sermon text
was presented, and was followed by a full expository sermon by TE Clowney on that
Scripture passage. On Tuesday, likewise, there were hymns, prayer, sermon, and
benediction. The parts of the programs that presented choral and instrumental music
were Biblical in character, and the Films were instructive in the work of the great
commission.

Exception was taken to the clapping during some of the singing and the applause
after some performances. It should be remembered that these were part of the program
emphasizing ethnic missions. If the tempo would be not attractive to some, our tempo
and customs may not be attractive abroad where bongo drums may be the usual
accompaniment, (BCO 47-6).

The applause was a natural response of appreciation for a good presentation of
Scripture truth. The human singing voice is a marvelous gift of God and to applaud
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it when used in Scriptural song is both to show appreciation to the singer and thanks
to God the author of all our gifts. To show respect and appreciation of fellow Christians
is a debt of honor and respect. Romans 13:8 commands us not to leave such a debt
outstanding. The Psalmist, after having listed many instruments and various modes of
worship, including dancing in the assembly of his people, invites his people to join
the Lord in delighting in his people’s worship (Psalm 149). One mode by which the
Psalmist expressed this “delight,” elsewhere, was to join in clapping with the assembled
people of God (Psalm 47).

The programs included the appropriate elements of reformed worship and added
to the appreciation and understanding of the work of the Great Commission through
our committees.

Insofar as the evening program contained worship, that worship was agreeable to
Scripture, was a Biblical expression of the Regulative Principle of Worship, and
conformed to BCO 47 & 49.

TE R. Laird Harris, Chairman
TE Robert M. Ferguson
TE John D. Holmes
Adopted

14-82. Recess
The Assembly recessed to return at 12:45 p.m. The Assembly was led in prayer
by RE Don Ward.

MINUTES—FRIDAY AFTERNOON
June 27, 1986
Twelfth Session

14-83 Reconvening.
The Assembly reconvened at 12:45 p.m. with the singing of “Be Thou My Vision”
and prayer by TE Cobby Ware.

14-84 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case #5

At the request of the Moderator, TE Frank Barker, TE R. Laird Harris took the
chair. RE Richard Springer, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report of the
Commission. The Assembly voted to receive and approve the Commission’s statement
of the case and the judgment rendered, all of which was ordered entered upon the
minutes and accepted as the Assembly’s action and judgment in the case. Minutes of
the Commission were approved and ordered spread upon the minutes of the Assembly
as its own. TE Frank Barker resumed the chair. Adopted

Case #5: Appeal of RE D. Keith Abee et al. vs. James River Presbytery

This communication is a formal appeal of the five undersigned defendants, in
accordance with the Book of Church Order, Chapter 42, of the findings of a Judicial
hearing of a Commission of James River Preshytery appointed to consider a Reference
from Evangelical Presbyterian Church. Chesapeake, Va., concerning disturbances
within said church. See enclosure 1.

This hearing extended over a period of three nights beginning November 21, 1985
at 7:00 P. M. at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, Virginia Beach, Virginia and the
two remaining nights at Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Chesapeake, Virginia, ending
at approximately 1:00 A. M., November 27, 1985.
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The grounds of our appeal are such as the following:

1. At the beginning of the hearing, the Commission did not give us any explanation
as to why our Session was unable to discharge its duties of exercising discipline,
Chapter4, Section 4, concerning suspected delinquent members. Chapter 31, Section 1.

We believe the proper procedure should have begun with a hearing of charges by
our Session, judged and resolved at that level if at all possible. None of these charges
were heard by our Session except those recorded toward Mr. Miller which were
resolved by the Session. At no time did our Session call to a hearing any of the accused
concerning any of the charges listed in the indictment. The record shows these charges
were actually secret until after Reference was filed with the Presbytery. The accused
did not know of the charges until notified by the Commission, and then the source of
specific accusations and the occasions of such offenses were not revealed.

2. At the first meeting, November 21, 1985, the proceedings, as far as we know,
were proper according to BCO 32-3 except on one point which was objected to by
several of the accused. The Commission was informed at that time that we were unable
to prepare a defense because we were not knowledgeable of most of the suggested
offenses. We had not been made aware of or faced by our accusers and the occasions
of our offenses. There was insufficient indulgence on the part of the Commission to
allow us to cite our witnesses by the authority of the Church, in order to defend
ourselves against blanket charges and blanket witnesses.

3. On the final night of the hearings we believe there was undue pressure on us
to allow a hurried decision in order to complete the hearing that night. Our defense
was almost completely established by the incompetency and the inability of the prosecu-
tion’s witnesses to sustain their accusations under cross examination. The defense
called no witnesses after the final witness for the prosecution was finished, because
we were led to believe by the Commission that sufficient defense had been offered.

4. We believe there were manifestations of prejudice in the case because three
men were singled out from among many as withholding financial support, and five
men were falsely accused of not accepting an inter-racially married couple as full
members when the identified couple themselves testified that their inter-racial marriage
was not a factor of discontent between them and any member of the congregation.

5. We believe that

a) in light of the obvious errors committed by the Session and Commission
in administering the procedures of the BCO;

b) the confused position of the prosecution’s witnesses, in light of the charges
brought against the accused;

c) the failure of all the prosecution’s witness to testify;

d) the failure of Rev. Gary Englestad to testify;

e) and only one member of the Session was called to testify, and he testified
that he had no charge to make against any of the accused, except one,
and that was disallowed;

that the strong presumption of guilt on the part of the Commission was brought
about by the inadequacies of a biased Commission to see through unsealed eyes the
motivations of all of the accusers against the accused.

The strong censure of Mr. Roche and Mr. Sawyer offends the very nature of our
Church’s testimony to the world, whose belief is that we, our congregation and their
activities are not hidden from the all-seeing eye of God. The housing of the scouts
and the activities of mature women in the same part of the building in a program of
exercise, predicated on the premise of aerobic dancing and gyrations to the sound of
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extremely loud music, heard even to the extreme end of the sanctuary to the annoyance
of a practicing choir, is enough to make the most sinful unbeliever content with his
despair of unbelief.

6. We believe that in light of the apparent straying from the BCO procedures,
the failure of seven of the prosecution’s witnesses to testify including the pastor. Rev.
Gary Englestad, and only one member of the Session, who testified that he had no
charge to make against any of the accused except one, which charge was not allowed,
that justice has not yet been brought to bear in these hearings.

We feel our particular church has suffered severely over the past two years (accord-
ing to recorded testimony). Justice will only see our Lord and Savior honored within
the body as responsible government is exercised and orderly, God-fearing intent and
procedures are pursued.

The accusers must see justice and repentance exercised as well as all other parties
involved. Accusations which were dropped have served as vessels or inroads by Satan
to further divide our congregation, which has suffered severly from unrestrained gossip,
malice and suspicion.

We hope that the conclusion of this matter will be that the stigma of “ungodly
behavior” will be removed from the person of Mr. Roche and Mr. Sawyer, and that
the remaining three censures against Mr. Abee, Mr. Baines and Mr. Miller, who were
conscience bound to act as they did, will be resolved to the glory of God.

Respectfully submitted,

D. Keith Abee
James S. Baines
C. E. Miller

J. P. Roche
Irving R. Sawyer

ADJUDICATION OF CASE #5

I. Statement of the Facts

A. On August 29, 1985 a letter was written by the Clerk of the Session of
Evangelical Presbyterian Church to James River Presbytery requesting ”...as-
sistance...to examine us, and examine those who oppose us,...” in resolving
some problems in the Church.

B. On October 12, 1985 a Commission was elected by James River Preshytery
to ”,..investigate and resolve problem (sic) in the congregation of Evangelical
Church...”

C. On October 24, 1985 the commission elected by Presbytery when meeting
with the Session proceeded to elect a Prosecutor, a Moderator, and a Clerk
thus constituting themselves, in their opinion, a judicial commission.

D. On November 8, 1985 indictments were sent by the commission to the appel-
lants (the accused) cit;ng them to appear for trial.

E. On November 21, 25, 26, and December 2, 1985 the Appellees (Presbytery’s
Commission) adjudicated a case formulated by charges presented by the pro-
secutor.

F. On December 8, 1985, the appellees met at the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church and pronounced censure from the pulpit on the appellants.
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On December 9, 1985 the appellants sent an appeal to the Office of the Stated
Clerk.

Il. Statement of the Issues

A.

This Commission considers that the failure to apply the principles of Matthew
18:15-20 by both the Session of the EPC and the Commission of James River
Presbytery is in error. Specifically, Matthew 18 expects and requires, out of
respect and obedience to the Word of God (which respects all brethren in the
Lord) that any offense between brethren first be acknowledged personally
prior to involving the Church-at-large.

This Commission considers that the authority of the Commission established
by the Presbytery of James River was not specified according to constitutional
requirements. Specifically, the appointment of the Commission by James
River Presbytery ”...to investigate and resolve the problems...” did not grant
the authority of the commission to initiate judicial process.

GROUNDS: Constitutional Inquiry regarding Judicial Commission, 14-44,
p. 120.

“W hat constitutes a judicial commission under the terms of BCO 15-2? Spec-
ifically, must a presbytery act to ‘clothe’ a commission with judicial authority
in order to meet the constitutional requirements of 15-2 as a ‘judicial commis-
sion.” If the presbytery must act, what action must be taken?”

Answer:

“A judicial commission is a commission appointed in accordance with BCO
15-2 with instructions to adjudicate a matter. Such a commission may only
be appointed after the charges have been approved for process by the court
under BCO 32-3.”

The Commission considers that the issues of original jurisdiction and respon-
sibility for oversight of church members, as described in BCO were not applied
in this case. Specifically, “Process against all church members...shall be
entered before the Session of the Church to which such members belong...”
BCO Par. 33-1.

The Commission believes that the appropriate application of a reference to a
higher court was not followed. Specifically, BCO 41-5 states, “... Although
references are sometimes proper, in general it is better that every court should
discharge the duty assigned it under the law of the Church. A higher court
is not required to accede to the request of the lower, but it should ordinarily
give advice when so requested.” Further, BCO 41-6 states, “...W hen a court
makes a reference, it ought to have all the testimony and other documents
duly prepared, produced and in perfect readiness, so that the higher court
may be able to fully consider and handle the case with as little difficulty or
delay as possible.”

This Commission considers that the status of the current of censures must be
reversed. Specifically, it seems to this Commission that since the procedures
followed by both the Session and appellees were deficient that any censures
derived therefrom must be set aside.

I11. Judgment of the Case

A.

Specifications

1.Specification 1. Sustained, due to procedural deficiencies by the appellees.
2.Specification 2. Sustained, due to procedural deficiencies by the appellees.

3. Specification 3. Sustained, due to procedural deficiencies by the appellees.
4.Specification 4. Sustained, due to procedural deficiencies by the appellees.
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5. Specification 5. Sustained, due to procedural deficiencies by the appellees.

6. Specification 6. Sustained, due to procedural deficiencies by the appellees.
B. Minute Explanatory

This Commission wishes to make clear to the Assembly that the above
actions on the six specifications do not exonerate the appellants from any
wrongdoing that may have occurred. This action indicates the position of this

Commission that the rights of the appellants were violated by the improper

action of the appellees and the Session of EPC.

C. Statements of Deficiency

This Commission specifies the improper procedures of the appellees and

the Session as follows:

1. That the Presbytery of James River erred in responding to the letter of
August 29, 1985 from the Session of Evangelical Presbyterian Church,
by erecting a commission (BCO 41-5 & 6).

2. That the Commission of the Presbytery of James River erred in acting
as a judicial commission and as a court of original jurisdiction. (BCO
15-2 and GA response to constitutional inquiry, 14-44, p. 120)

3. That the commission ofthe Presbytery ofJames Rivererred in notremand-
ing the matter back to the Session of EPC as a matteroforiginal jurisdiction
(BCO 31-1).

4. That the Session of EPC erred in requesting action by the Presbytery of
James River prior to any original action or specification of charges (BCO
32-2 and 33-1).

IV. Opinion

It is the opinion of this Commission that the matter be found procedurally
deficient and remanded to the Presbytery of James River. These deficiencies are
in the areas specified in the “Judgment of the Case™, above. It is further the
opinion of this Commission that the Presbytery of James River direct the Session
of EPC to act with respect to any appropriate charges, when specified, in accordance
with Matthew 18 and BCO. The Presbytery is further charged to assist the Session,
if, and when, requested to do so, in the process of any proceedings.

The Commission disagrees with the opinion of the Presbytery Commission
that the Session was “unable” to act under the provisions of BCO 31-1. That
provision may be invoked to empower Presbytery to act only in the event that the
Session is unable to “try” the person or persons accused. This Commission sees
no evidence in the record that the persons were ever accused or charged with any
offense by the Session. (BCO 33-1) Absent charges, no Presbytery is empowered
to create a commission to adjudicate a matter (BCO 32-2).

As to the matter of censure, it is the opinion of the Commission that the
deficiencies in procedure mitigate to the reversal of the action of the Presbytery
Commission. While the instant Commission did not consider the guiltor innocence
of the appellants, it did appreciate that any action taken based on flawed procedure
is not enforceable. Since the censures were publicly administered, it is the opinion
of this Commission that they be removed publicly by the presbytery in a Sunday
morning worship service at EPC.

This Commission deeply desires that a reconciliation may be effected among
the brethren in this matter. It is further concerned with the consequences of this
situation on Evangelical Presbyterian Church. We pray that the appellants may
come to repentance and obedience in any area of wrong— if there be such—and
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to submit to the loving instruction and discipline of the brethren. We pray that
the appellees may look graciously on these offended brethren and treat them with
loving kindness and mercy as members of the flock for whom Christ shed His
precious blood. We pray that the church may see healing of these deep wounds
and that the Name and Cause of Christ will be served in all thatisdone.Commission
calls the attention of all parties of the case to the prayer of Paul in Ephesians:
“For this reason 1 kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in
heaven and on earth derives its name. 1pray that out of his glorious riches
he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints,
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:14-21)
This is truly the prayer of this Commission for all parties to the Case.

Adopted
Members of the Commission:
Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Bailey Cadman
Central Florida RE John Forman
Covenant TE Joe Grider
Delmarva TE Philip Douglas
Grace RE George Gulley
Missouri TE Robert Rayburn
New Jersey RE Richard Springer, Chairman
New River RE Virgil Roberts
Pacific TE Cortez Cooper
Palmetto TE John Ropp, Jr.
Philadelphia RE George Hams
Southern Florida TE George B. Brengle, Secretary
Southern Florida RE Lindsey Sampson
Tennessee Valley TE DanaL. Stoddard

MINUTES OF JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF CASE #5

All parties being present the Commission convened on June 24, at 2:30 P.M. in Room #22 of the
Academy of Music in Philadelphia, PA, being called to order by the Convener John Ropp with the reading
of James 3:13-18 and prayer.

Those present were:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Bailey Cadman
Central Florida RE John Forman
Covenant TE Joe Grider
Delmarva TE  Philip Douglas
Grace RE  George Gulley
Missouri TE Robert Rayburn
New Jersey RE Richard Springer
New River RE  Virgil Roberts
Pacific TE Cortez Cooper

Palmetto TE John Ropp, Jr.
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Presbytery Commissioner
Philadelphia RE George Harris
Southern Florida TE George B. Brengle
Southern Florida RE Lindsey Sampson
Tennessee Valley TE Dana L. Stoddard
The Appellants The Appellees

C. H. Hollingsworth for TE William Harrell
J.P. Roche & Rex Sawyer TE  Joseph Mullen
James S. Baines TE Russell Flaxman
D. Keith Abec RE Dale White

E. E. Miller

Quorum:

It was determined that a quorum was present to do the business of the Commission.

Organization:
The Commission proceeded to elect Richard Springer as Chairman and George Brengle as Secretary.

Preparation:

The Chairman read pertinent portions of BCO regarding the purpose and use of church discipline. Par.
27-3, 27-4 as well as BCO Chapter 42 regarding the procedures for adjudicating appeals. Particularly, the
responsibility of the Commission according to BCO 42-9 were recognized along with the responsibility of
the Commission to read the entire record of the Case.

Recess:
The Commission recessed at 4:18 P.M. with prayer voiced by Bailey Cadman.

Reconvene:
The Commission reconvened at 5:30 P.M. in the Reception Room of the Academy of Music in Philadel-
phia, PA with prayer voiced by Richard Springer. The roll was called, and a quorum was present.

Charge:
The Chairman charged the Commission according to BCO Par. 32-12. The Colurt proceeding immediately
with Appellants and Appellees present to read the entire record of the case.

Argumentation

It was decided that the Appellants and the Appellees would each have 30 Minutes to present their
arguments.

The Court heard the presentation of the Appellants.

The Court questioned the Appellants, concerning their oral presentationand theRecord of theCase.

The Court excused Robert G Ravbum to participate in the evening program.The Chair ruled that Mr.
Rayburn would no longer participate in the deliberation of the case.

A quorum still present, the Court heard the presentation of the Appellees.

The Court questioned the Appellees, concerning their oral presentation and the Record of the Case.

Summation of Argumentation:
It was decided that the Appellants and Appellees had 10 minutes to present summation statements.
The Court heard summation statements of the Appellants.
The Court heard summation statements of the Appellees.

Executive Session:

The Court moved to executive session by proper motion after which its members discussed the merits
of the appeal, the accuracy of the record, the propriety of the information presented during argumentation
as it related to the record of the case. After considerable discussion regarding the issues as well as various
responses called for. the Commission recessed at 9:40 p.m. with prayer voiced by Chairman Richard Springer.

Reconvene:

The Commission reconvened in executive session on June 25 at 9:08 A.M. in the Reception Room of
the Academy of Music with prayer voiced by John Forman. The roll was called and a quorum was present.

It was MSC unanimously (11-0-0) that the written statements of the appellants be admissible evidence
since they were read as part of the oral arguments of the appellants.

It was MSC Unanimously (11-0-0) not to render as admissible to the record letters submitted by the
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appellants inasmuch as this material was not stipulated (agreed upon) by the appellees.
After considerable discussion regarding the essential issues pertaining to the case it was MSC unanimously
(11-0-0) to draft a Constitutional Inquiry regarding the empowerment of Judicial Commissions.
It was MSC (11-0-0) to Inquire of the Judicial Business Committee the following:
"W hat constitutes a judicial commission under the terms of BCO 15-2? Specifically, must a preshytery
act to ‘clothe’ a commission with judicial authority in order to meet the constitutional requirements
of 15-2 as a fjudicial commission.” If the presbytery must act, what action must be taken?”

Recess:
The Commission recessed at 10:50 A.M. with prayer voiced by Lindsey Sampson to be reconvened at
the call of the chairman.

Reconvene:
The Commission reconvened at 11:13A.M. with prayer voiced by Virgil Roberts. A quorum was present.
The Commission discussed at length the pertinent issues of the case after which it appointed TE George
Brengle, TE Bailey Cadman, RE Richard Springer, TE Dana Stoddard and as a sub-committee to draft a
summary statement of the facts and issues pertinent to the case.

Recess:
The Commission recessed 12:00 p.m. with prayer voiced by Joe Grider to reconvene at the call of the
chairman on or before 7:30 P.M.

Reconvene:

The Commission reconvened at 7:35 P.M . in the Reception Room with prayer voiced by Richard Springer.

The Commission reviewed the essential facts of the case pertaining to a decision, the issues apparent,
and the ruling of the Assembly to the Constitutional Inquiry, after which it was determined ready to render
a decision regarding the specifications of error.

The Commission voted on the Specifications oferror, and all were sustained by the same vote, 11-0-0.

The Commission reviewed and revised the draft regarding Facts, Issues, Judgment and Opinion.

Recess:

The Commission recessed at 9:42 P.M. to reconvene at 1:30 P.M. on June 26 in the Reception Room
to review and approve the minutes of the Commission and to consider the Report. Dana Stoddard closed
with prayer.

Reconvene:
The Commission reconvened on June 26 at 1:30 p.m. in the Reception Room with prayer voiced by
Chairman Richard Springer. A quorum was present. After review of the Report it was M/S/C to adopt the

Report as a whole as amended. /1-0-0
Afterreview of the minutes itwas M/S/C to adopt the minutes ofJune 24, June 25 and June 26 as revised.
11.0-0
Adjournment:

The Commission was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. with a season of prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Richard Springer, Chairman
George Brengle, Secretary

14-85 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
TE R. Laird Harris, chairman, led the Assembly in prayer and presented the report.
Recommendations 3-7 were handled at this time but the entire report is presented here
for easy reference.
I. Business Referred to the Committee
Overture 5, p. 44.
Overture 23, p. 44.
Overture 38 to the Thirteenth General Assembly, p. 63
Overture 40, p. 45.
Overture 42, p. 45.
Overture 49, p. 45.

oo A wN
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7. Overture 51, p. 46.
8. Personal Resolution 2, p. 80.

I1. Major Issues Discussed
Overtures and Personal Resolution listed above.

I11. Recommendations:

1. That Overtures 23, p. 44 and 51, p. 46 be answered in the affirmative.
Grounds: To save the Fourteenth General Assembly time by giving the
Assembly the option to decide whether or not to hear the Ad Interim Committee
on the General Assembly’s report in a single test vote. Defeated

2. Response of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures to
Personal Resolution #2 from Lindsey Sampson, p. 80
Whereas both the 6th and 8th General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church
in America affirmed our pro-life, anti-abortion stand;

And Whereas thousands of unborn babies are still being killed daily;

Therefore, be it resolved that this, the 14th General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in America, reaffirms our church’s pro-life and anti-abortion
stand, and that we communicate our position to the President of the United
States, the Supreme Court, and the United States Congress; further, that we
encourage our pastors and sessions to emphasize this position of our church
in the congregations and communities in which they serve. Adopted

3. That Overture 5, p. 44 from Delmarva be adopted as amended by the Com-
mittee of Commissioners, to wit: add under the therefore clause, sixth line,
after the phrase “shall publish the study” the words “when funds are available.”

Adopted

4. Overture 40, p. 45 from Philadelphia
It was moved and recommended that this overture on how to raise the moral
standards of television programs be answered by the adoption of the following
statement:

“The 14th General Assembly ofthe PCA goes on record in stating that:
1. Itdeplores the continued disregard for the name of God and Scriptural
values in the entertainment media, and that
2. We encourage our preshyteries, congregations, and members to be-
come active in resisting such trends, and that
4. A copy of this recommendation be sent to the National Federation
for Decency.” Adopted

5. Overture 42, p. 45 from llliana
It was moved that this overture dealing with the name Rameses in Exodus
1:11 be answered in the negative because it is in the area of textual criticism
and is a matter of individual scholars to discuss, but that Illiana be commended

for their stand on the inerrancy of Scripture. Adopted
TE Vaughn E. Hathaway requested that his affirmative vote be recorded for the following amendment: That
the recommendation be amended by striking all following the word “because” and inserting the following:
“matters which may involve doctrinal error should be handled by judicial process.”

6. Overture 49, p. 45 from Siouxlandsbe answered with the following responses.
1. That part one concerning prayer be amended to read: “a day of prayer
for those individuals and churches who are experiencing economic crises
in Siouxlands Presbytery, and others who are experiencing economic
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crises in various parts of the country, and continue to uphold them in
prayer.”

2. That part two concerning a specific request for financial aide on the part

of Siouxlands Presbytery be referred to the Permanent Committee of the

MNA for immediate consideration. Adopted

7. Overture 38, (M13GA, 13-3, p. 41) from North Texas be answered in the

negative because items 1 and 2 are unnecessary, item 3 can be satisfied by

our present rules of discipline which can be amended in detail by regular

amending procedures, and item 4 comprises too great a task. Adopted

Respectfully submitted,
R. Laird Harris, Chairman
Dave Johnson, Secretary

Roll of Commissioners present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension RE Bob Baudoux
Central Carolina RE Glenn Owen
Central Georgia TE Randy Smith
Delmarva TE R. Laird Harris
Evangel TE Dave Johnson
Grace RE Bill Gates
Great Lakes TE David Stockment
Gulf Coast TE Jack Waller
James River RE Al Yancy
Mississippi Valley TE Bob Swaneback
New Jersey TE Allan Story
Northern Illinois RE Fred Muse
Pacific Northwest RE Bob Rogland
Palmetto TE H. R. Patteson
Philadelphia TE Harold D. Hight
South Texas TE Terry Traylor
S. E. Alabama RE Irv Wicker
Southwest RE Bob Montgomery
Tennessee Valley TE Bob Lueking

W estern Carolina RE Leighton Shutes
W estminster TE Ken Gentry

Clerk’s Note: Recommendation 1was handled in 14-6, p. 81. Recommendation 2 was
handled in 14-77, p. 177. They are included here for easier reference.

14-86 Committee on Thanks

TE W illiam Fitzhenry led the Assembly in prayer and presented the report.

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord...” (Psalm 92:1a) “Always giving thanks for
all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God..." (Ephesians 5:20).

On behalf of the Fourteenth General Assembly, we enjoin all who have been a
part of this assembly to give praise and glory to the Lord for His sovereign grace in
enabling us to worship and serve Him.

In addition to enjoining this assembly to give praise and glory to the Lord by
personal and corporate prayer, we also invite the assembly to join us in giving thanks
to our moderator, TE Frank Barker, for his wise, sensitive, and caring leadership; our
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many clerks and administrating assistants for their faithful labors; and our many com-
mittees and their chairmen for their diligent, thorough, and patient efforts in bringing
all important matters before us.

Additionally we give our thanks to all who have so selflessly ministered to us and
served us in making our time in Philadelphia memorable and pleasant, especially
W estminster Seminary in their provision of refreshments.

Last, but not least, we commend this year’s assembly’s commissioners for their
loving and faithful perseverance and cooperation. May the Lord of heaven and earth
be pleased with and receive all that we have done for His eternal glory in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Adopted

TE Morse Up De Graff
TE Bill Fitzhenry

14-87 Committee to Study Free Masonry
TE John Otis, chairman led the Assembly in prayer and presented the report as
found in Appendix R, p. 462. The Committee was, by common consent, extended
for another year.
Adopted

14-88 Committee on Review and Control
TE Roland Barnes, chairman, led the Assembly in prayerand presented the report.

I. A List of the Presbytery Minutes received by the Committee
(See Il below.)

I1. A List of the Presbyteries which have not submitted Minutes.
Central Georgia - Minutes of April 8, 1986
James River - Minutes of Fall 1985; January 1986
Mississippi Valley - Minutes of June 14, 1985; October 15, 1985; and February
18, 1986
New Jersey - Minutes of March 15, 1986
Northern Illinois - Minutes of January 1986

I1l. A Report concerning the Minutes of each Presbytery
A. Reporton minutes submitted to the Fourteenth General Assembly and reviewed
by the Committee
Recommended:
1. That the minutes of the Presbytery of Ascension:
a. be approved without exception - September 20, 1985
b. be approved with the exceptions stated:
May 3-4, 1985
-85-60 minutes are not signed
-85-47 and 85-50 Standing Rules amended with no indication of the
requisite 2/3 majority (Standing Rules, VI1I-3, B)
-85-53.1.4 Appointment of commissions without establishing
quorums (BCO 15-2). See also 85-68, 85-112, etc.
July 13, 1985
-page 1meeting ofPresbytery not opened with prayer (RAO 9-14.4.1,
BCO 10-5)
-85-80 Standing Rules amended without indication of requisite 2/3
majority.
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November 9, 1985

-85-112, 115, 123 Standing Rules amended without indication of
requisite 2/3 majority

January 10-11, 1986

-page | opening worship service did not include preaching of the
Word (Standing Rules, 1-3)

-page 5 noreason given forruling a motion outoforder (RAO 9-14-5)
-86-8, 10, 13, 15, 16 Committee reports did not open with prayer
(See Minutes, 85, 115).

February 11, 1986

-86-22, 24, 26, etc. no indication of Committee reports opening with
prayer

-86-22 not clear that candidate met membership requirements in a
PCA Church (BCO 18-2)

March 8, 1986

-minutes not submitted

GENERAL - no report on “condition of religion” in the Presbytery
(BCO 13-10). Adopted

That the minutes of Calvary Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

December 12, 1985; July 27, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 6, 1985

-page 1no indication as to the churches represented by the Teaching
and Ruling Elders in attendance (RAO 9-14-3f).

-page 4 it was not stated that one who originally voted in the affirma-
tive made the motion for re-examination.

October 24, 1985

-page 10 no indication that the candidates were endorsed by their
Sessions (BCO 18-2).

January 25, 1986

-page 8 Commission uses “Rev.”

-page 14 no indication that the candidates were endorsed by their
Sessions (BCO 18-3).

GENERAL - no report on progress of religion (BCO 13-10).

No list of candidates and licentiates

No up-to-date Presbytery Standing Rules Adopted

That the minutes of Central Carolina Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 27, 1985

-no report on interns (BCO 19-12)

October 26, 1985

-no report on interns (BCO 10-12)

December 17, 1985

-no record of unexcused absent TE’sand churches (RAO 19-14-3g)
January 25, 1986

-no report on interns (BCO 19-12)

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates Adopted
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4. That the minutes of Central Florida Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions:
April 20, 1985; July 16, 1985; October 19, 1985; January 21,1986.
Be approved with exception: none Adopted

5. That the minutes of Central Georgia Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

May 25, 1985, January 11, 1986

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 9, 1985

-page 14 Minutes of Commission to receive Lakemont Church de-
scribe Commission examination of Session rather than of the indi-
vidual elders; for a Commission to “hear no negative responses”
from a Session is not the same as “Making certain that the Elders
understand and can sincerely adopt” the PCA’s doctrine and polity
(BCO 13-8).

July 13, 1985

-page 9 no mention of Candidate Homeyer being examined in the
area of Sacraments

October 8, 1985

-page 5 Presbytery improperly received a complaint which was lodged
not against a Church court (BCO 10-3, 43-1)

-page 13 minutes do not show that Presbytery approved the exception
in Gillikin’s ordination requirements by a 3/4 majority (BCO 21-6)
April 8, 1986

-minutes not submitted Adopted

6. That the minutes of Covenant Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 4, 1985

-pages 3, 8 Commission minutes received, but notincluded in Minutes
(BCO 15-1)

-page 8 report of R.U.M. not attached (RAO 9-14-6¢).

-pages 8-9 no indication of what the commission’s quorum should
be (BCO 15-2)

October 1, 1985

-page 11 Presbytery divided to hear sermons which were presented
as part of the ordination exam (BCO 21-4)

-page 12 no indication of what the commission’s quorum should be
(BCO 15-2)

-Commission report not approved (BCO 15-1)

-no record of minutes being approved (RAO 9-14-3e¢).

October 10, 1985

-page 15 no indication of what the commission’s quorum should be
(BCO 15-2)

-Commission report not approved (BCO 15-1).

November 12, 1985

-page 2 Commission report not approved (BCO 15-1)

-Minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

-Minutes not approved (RAO 9-14-3e)
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-page 1the portion of the call stating the purpose of the meeting not
recorded verbatim (RAO 9-14-4b)

March 4, 1986

-page 15 Sessional endorsement as prerequisite for a man applying
as a candidate (BCO 18-2)

-page 8 Commission minutes were received but not attached (BCO
15-1)

-page 20 Commission’s quorum not established (BCO 15-2)

April 1, 1986

-page 1the portion of the call stating the purpose of the meeting not
recorded verbatim (RAO 9-14-4b)

-Commission appointed but no indication of what the quorum shall
be (BCO 15-2)

-Minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7) Adopted

That the minutes of Delmarva Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 14, 1985

-X1l, p. 65 name of person leading in prayer not stated

page 1 Presbytery divided to hear sermons (BCO 21-4)

June 18, 1985

-meeting should be described as a “called meeting” (RAO 14-9-3c)
July 27, 1985

-meeting should be described as a “called meeting”

-no appendices, thus no reports or documents mentioned (RAO 9-14-
6e)

-no listing of the call for the meeting because there is no appendix
(RAO 9-14-6b)

September 21, 1985

-page 73 Preshytery divided to hear sermons (BCO 21-4)

-page 78 exceptions to WCF on divorce by a licentiate

November 12, 1985

-page 81 Presbytery failed to examine the transferring TE in all the
required areas (BCO 13-6)

-page 82 not clear that Preshytery examined the candidate in all the
required areas (BCO 21-4)

January 4, 1986

-no listing of call for this meeting because there is no appendix (RAO
9-14-4b)

-1V .A.l not clear that Presbytery examined transferring TE in all the
required areas (BCO 13-6)

February 8, 1986

-XV.A. not clear that Presbytery examined in all the required areas
(BCO 13-6)

-XVIII.B. BCO does not make allowance for a borrowed session
(BCO 5-3). In a mother-daughter relationship, the session of the
motherchurch isthe temporary governing body of the mission church.
-missing appendices B-G (RAO 9-14-6¢)

-XXI1.A.l. not clear that Presbytery examined the candidate in all
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the required areas (BCO 21-4)

-XX1.D.L, XXI.C.I. not clear that Presbytery examined the trans-
ferring TE’s in all required areas (BCO 13-6)

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates Adopted

8. That the minutes of Eastern Canada Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 13, 1985

-no record as to whether churches without RE representation were

excused or not (RAO 9-14-3¢g)

September 5-7, 1985

-no record as to whether churches without RE representation were

excused or not (RAO 9-14-3g)

-page 5, Item XI regarding examination of candidate for ordination,

the minutes did not include a reference to examination in English

Bible or theology and did include examination on apologetics and

church history.

March 20-22, 1986

-Appendix Document 86-1-A, Commission Minutes, Item Ill use of

commission to extend licensure

GENERAL - no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules
Adopted

9. That the minutes of Eastern Carolina Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approved without exceptions: April 20, 1985; July 20, 1984;
October 26, 1985; November 11, 1985; January 18, 1986

Be approved with exceptions: none

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates Adopted

10. That the minutes of Evangel Presbytery;

a.

Be approved without exceptions: April 23, 1985; August 22, 1985;

October 22, 1985; January 28, 1986

Be approved with exceptions: none

GENERAL - no report on “progress of religion" (BCO 13-10)
Adopted

11. That the minutes of Grace Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions: June 11, 1985; August 30, 1985;
October 8, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 14, 1985

-Communications, Item 8 the Advisory Committee acted as a com-
mission with only three (3) members, which is not a quorum

-page 79, Item 5 sessional endorsement for Mr. Pluckett not shown
(BCO 18-3)

August 13, 1985

-page 51 examinations of Counts, Burguet, and Thompson show no
examination on Church Government and Sacraments, and no reason
why (BCO 13-6)

January 14, 1986

-page 20 not clear that a quorum had been established or that a
commission was established

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates

no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted
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12. That the minutes of Great Lakes Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

March 8-9, 1985; April 27, 1985; September 13-14. 1985; December
6, 1985 minutes not signed by Clerk Adopted

13. That the minutes of Gulf Coast Preshytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

January 12, 1985; April 9, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 4, 1985; October 12, 1985 minutes not signed by Clerk

GENERAL - no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules
Adopted

14. That the minutes of llliana Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

January 11, 1986

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

September 7, 1985

-page 1 BCO does not recognize the conceptofa“borrowed elder”
-page 1 pro-re nata is not a recognized kind of meeting (RAO
9-14-3a)

-page 2 examination of TE Dermyer did not include his Christian
experience (BCO 13-6), nor did he sign the ministerial obligation
(BCO 13-7)

October 12, 1985

-page 1 no record of election or appointment of TE Finch as mod-
erator

-page 2 copy of docket not attached (RAO 9-14-6¢)

-page 5 TE George’s communication not attached

-page 8 at licensure exam, no record of examination in Christian
experience and inward call, nor any record of written sermon being
provided (BCO 19-2)

February 22, 1986

-page 2 it is improper to receive a licentiate prior to exam (BCO
19-5, 19-11)

-page 3 Church history is not a requirement of examinations for
ministers or candidates (BCO 21-4, 19-2)

-page 4 no record that Mr. Zeller signed the ministerialobligation

(BCO 13-7)
GENERAL - no report of “progress of religion” (BCO 13-10)
no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted

15. That the minutes of James River Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

January 11-12, 1985

-page 1 time of recess and reconvening cannot be the same

-page 2 lack of date of minutes being approved (RAO 9-14-3e)
-page 3 recorded vote on BCO amendments lacks record of absten-
tions (RAO 9-14-6b)

-page 6 Clerk’s signature missing (RAO 9-14-7)

-Appendix C an ordained minister was installed by prayer and the
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laying on of hands

-Appendix K this may be a report to the Presbytery, but it is not
in proper form to be the minutes of the commission hearing ajudicial
appeal

April 12-13, 1985

-page 1 time of recess and reconvening the same

-page 2 date of minutes being approved not stated (RAO 9-14-3e)
-page 3 approval of excuse not recorded (RAO 9-14-3g)

-page 3 Clerk’s signature missing (RAO 9-14-7)

-Appendix B it does not have a title; it is described in the Minutes
as the report of the Commission to organize All Souls Church in
Richmond, but there is nothing in Appendix B about organizing a
congregational meeting to elect, ordain, and install officers
-Appendix C a TE, already ordained was installed by laying on of
hands and prayer

-Appendix D These minutes do not record anything happening ex-
cept that the commission met, elected officers, and adjourned. The
purpose was to dissolve a pastoral relationship which could have
been done by the Presbytery. Why a Commission?

-Appendix F TE Robert Homer was listed as a member of the
commission, but he does not appear on Presbytery rolls - he could
be invited to sit with the Commission, but not as a member. The
minutes do not show that the candidate was ordained by prayer and
laying on of hands by Presbytery.

July 26-27, 1985

-page 3 dates of minutes being approved not listed (RAO 9-14-3¢)
-page 4 Clerk’s signature missing

GENERAL - no record of compliance with 1985 GA exceptions.
That Presbytery be cited for not providing minutes from Fall 1985
and January 1986 for review. Adopted

16. Thatthe minutes of Korean Language and Korean Eastern Presbyteries:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

Korean Language -June 16, 1982; February 8, 1983;June 14, 1983
Korean Eastern - June 15, 1983, February 7, 1984

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 18, 1984

-page 1 there are no ruling elders present, therefore there is not a
quorum (BCO 13-4). This situation was true for all meetings of the
Korean Language Presbytery, and for all but one of the Korean
Eastern Presbytery

-page 2 the person elected moderator, TE Sang Ho Nam, does not
appear on the roll forthe meeting. Ishe a member ofthe Preshytery?
-page 4 New Business: the Presbytery has formed four “Stewardship
Committees” to handle specific matters in four geographical areas
of the presbytery. These committees seem to function as Commis-
sions. and are called Oversight Committees in the June 18-21, 1985
minutes, page 3. These should be called commissions, and perhaps
appointed annually.

February 4-8, 1985

-page 1 no ruling elders enrolled
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June 18-21, 1985

-page 1 only one ruling elder present

-page 3 it appears that three TE’s, Yoo-Kwang Ahn, Yang Boo
Jhun, and Wan Sang Lee have applied to join the Presbytery, but
they also appear on the roll on page 1

-page 4 Membership Committee items 6, 7 it appears that two

ministers were received without examination (BCO 13-6)
GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates
-no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted

17. That the minutes of Korean Southwest Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

June 13, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 26, 1983

-identification of churches represented not shown

-the roll does not distinguish TE’s and RE’s; Treasurer’s report refers
to “dues”

-Page 2 candidates and licentiates described as “full members of
Presbytery"

February 10, 1984

-time of meeting not shown page 3,

-item 5 inadequate report of ordination: were the constitutional ques-
tions propounded?

October 16, 1984

-minutes of previous meeting not read or approved

January 29, 1985

-page 1 no account given of the call for this “called meeting”
-page 2 TE Yong Man Chung was received without “necessary docu-
ments” and without “thesis”

-minutes of previous meeting not read or approved

February 5, 1985

-reports of several oversight committees not included

-minutes of previous meeting not read or approved

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates

-no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted

18. That the minutes of Louisiana Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

May 25, 1985

-Commission acted beyond its authority in receiving the Oakdale
Church

July 25, 1985

-TE Ken Counts should have been examined on his views only and
it should have been stated so in the minutes

-page 4 quorums not established for the commissions (BCO 15-2)
October 12, 1985

-Ken Counts, already ordained, was installed by the laying on of
hands and prayer

-page 6 The Deridder Church cannot be under the oversight of Bethel
Church.
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-Appendices Il and Ill - order of service not approved by the Commis-
sions

November 2, 1985

-page 9 Presbytery may not amend a call (BCO 20-10)

-page 10 quorum not established for a commission (BCO 15-2)
February 15, 1986

-page 12, 1ll.e. a church was placed under the oversight of another
session (BCO 12-1)

-Appendix V, page 2 no quorum was established for the commission
(BCO 15-2)

-Appendix VII, para. 8 date and time of installation was to be De-
cember 1, 1985, at 6:30 PM and actual installation was January 12,
1986 at 6:00 PM. Also, there is no mention in commission as to
who is being installed.

-RE W. Bradford is listed as a member of the commission rather
than as a visitor.

GENERAL - All TE’s should have their calls listed in the roll call
no record of excused absences from churches

no report on interns, licentiates, or candidates

no list of candidates and licentiates

noup-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted

19. That the minutes of Mississippi Valley Presbytery:

a.

b.

Be approvedwithout exceptions:
April 30, 1985
Be approvedwith exceptions: none Adopted

20. That the minutes of Missouri Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approvedwithout exceptions: none.

Be approvedwith the exceptions stated:

May 25, 1985

-page 129 BCO does not recognize a corresponding member

-page 129 BCO does not recognize the concept ofaborrowed elder
-page 130 document #5 not included (RAO 9-14-6¢)

-page 130 members of a court are limited by BCO 130-1

July 19-20, 1985

-page 131 BCO does notrecognize the concept ofaborrowed elder
-page 132 documents A2 and A3 are not included (RAO 9-14-6¢)
-page 133 document 7 not included

-page 134 no indication that Chris Yates was examined regarding
Christian experience and call to preach the Gospel (BCO 19-5)
-page 135 no indication that Candidate Yates was examined in writing
or orally concerning his inward call, prior to approval of internship
(BCO 19-9)

August 31, 1985

-pages not numbered (RAO 9-14-4a)

-meeting not closed with prayer (RAO 9-14-4a)

September 20-21, 27, 1985

-page 146 meeting not closed with prayer

October 18-19, 1985

-pages 147, 150 no indication that ministerial obligation was signed
(BCO 13-7)
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-page 150 not clear that motion to grant exception passed by 3/4
vote (BCO 23-1)

-page 151 no record that John Rug was examined for ordination
(BCO 21-4) prior to May 25, 1985; no indication that ministerial
obligation was signed (BCO 13-7)

January 17-18, 1986

-page 153 meeting not opened with prayer (RAO 9-14-4a)

-page 156 not clear that examination included all parts (BCO 13-6)
-page 156 no indication ministerial obligation was signed (BCO 13-7)
-page 157 norecord Scott Kroeger was examined for ordination prior
to May 25,1985. Is he to be a member of Missouri Preshytery?
Did he sign the ministerial obligation (BCO 13-7)?

GENERAL - no report on “progress of religion” (BCO 13-10)

no directory of Presbytery

no roll of preshytery

no list of candidates and licentiates

no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted

That the minutes of New Jersey Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

February 23, 1985

-no quorum set for commission (BCO 15-2)

March 23, 1985

-page 2 minutes do not indicate what type of exam was being con-
ducted

May 18, 1985

-page 5 type of exam not noted

-page 5 noevidence ofthe intern having fulfilled certain requirements,
viz.\ college and seminary degrees, Greek and Hebrew exams,
theological thesis, exegesis paper, and preaching a sermon; also,
was he asked as to his view regarding the PCA Constitution (BCO
21-4)?

-page 5 no call issued to Mr. Stringer prior to ordination (this could
be done by Presbytery itself)

-pages 8,9 quorums not established for the commissions (BCO 15-2)
-page 9 a non-elder was placed on the commission

-page 10 reason not given for dropping a man from the Ministerial
Training Program

-page 11 commission did not approve order of service, and did not
meet to approve its minutes

July 12, 1985

-page 1use of “Rev.”

-page 2 quorum not established for commission (BCO 15-2)

-page 2 a full statement of the facts not made (BCO 38-1)
September 21, 1985

-page 4 Presbytery divided to hear candidates' sermons

-page 9 commission to ordain Worth Carson and its quorum not
listed (BCO 15-2)

-page 10 not installation of TE John Stringer as Associate Pastor
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-page 11 order of service and minutes notapproved by commission
September 27, 1985

-page lan adjourned stated meeting - but no indication at September
21, 1985 meeting that this meeting was to take place

-page 3 “Moderator will make arrangements for installation” does
not meet requirements of BCO 15

-page 5 though the commission minutes are appended, they were not
approved

November 16, 1985

-page 6 Short Hills Commission - order of service and minutes not
approved by commission; use of “Rev.”

-page 3 commission appointed by moderator not listed in minutes
-page 8 no indication of action on motion to elect Mr. Payne to
Examination Committee

-pages 10-13 commissions (four of them) - order of service and min-
utes not approved by commissions; minutes not approved by Presby-
tery

January 18, 1986

-page 11 committee was never elected by Presbytery

GENERAL - docket never listed

minutes not signed, nor in proper order

no signing of ministerial obligation Adopted

22. That the minutes of New River Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

November 8, 1985; March 14, 1986

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 8-9, 1985

-not opened with prayer (BCO 10-5)

-page 5 quorum for commission not established (BCO 15-2)
English Bible dropped from licensure exam of ordained minister
from another denomination, but no extraordinary condition men-
tioned (BCO 19-2)

-Candidate not shown to have met PCA membership requirements
(BCO 18-2)

-page 6 no quorum set for commission (BCO 15-2)

-no mention of majority vote to approve Standing Rules
September 17, 1985

-page 2 no quorum set for commission

October 4, 1985

-page 1 not stated if examinee for ordination served an internship
(BCO 19-7)

-page 2 no quorum set for commission

July 13, 1985

-not re-opened with prayer (BCO 10-5)

-page 4 candidate not examined in Christian experience on licensure
exam (BCO 19-2)

-page 6 no quorum set for commission Adopted

23. That the minutes of North Georgia Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:
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July 20, 1985; August 17, 1985; October 19, 1985; November 16,
1985; January 18, 1986
Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 20, 1985
-pages 4,5 candidates referred to by first name only
-page 5 last paragraph motions improperly listed Adopted

24. That the minutes of Texas and North Texas Presbyteries:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

January 28, 1983; October 1, 1983; June 25, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

March 31, 1984

-page 1 No motion to receive these men; no record of their having
signed the Ministerial Obligation

October 26-27, 1984

-pages 2-3 Full Statement of the facts not recorded

January 25, 1985

-Attachment #2 Elements of worship not prescribed in WCF used
in installation service

July 26-27, 1985

-pages 1-2 Use of “Rev.”

-page 2 Docket not printed

October 25-26, 1985

-page 2 Docket not printed

-Attachment #7 Use of “Rev.”

January 24-25, 1986

-page 2 Docket not printed

Exceptions to Minutes of North Texas Presbhytery

January 25-26, 1986

1. North Texas Presbytery improperly modified the judicial com-

mission’s report originally approved on October 25-26, 1985.

2. The judicial commission failed to deal with matters committed

to its charge, namely

a. One ofthe charges raised regarded an allegedly illegal or impro-
per congregational meeting. It was alleged that there were ir-
regularities in the enrollment of voting members, in the election
of a “new session,” and in voting to withdraw from the PCA.

b. The commission failed to deal with allegations by a group of
elders and members of the congregation that a presbytery com-
mission (committee) had acted improperly.

3. Presbytery and its commission refused to deal with matters oc-

curring before the congregations withdrew from the denomination,

arguing that the church has now withdrawn, when the issue was

whether the congregation had in fact withdrawn properly (i.e. by a

majority vote at a properly called and constituted meeting of the

congregation).

4. Atthe January 25, 1986 meeting presbytery dissolved itsjudicial

commission with thanks but failed to deal with previous allegations

made against another presbytery commission (committee), (see 2b,

above).
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Source of additional information: See chronology of events in “Report
of Committee to respond to protest dated April 5, 1986.” Adopted

That the minutes of Northeast Presbytery:

a.

26.

Be approved without exceptions:
March 8-9, 1985
Be approved with the exceptions stated:
May 10-11
-page 9, item 13 no indication if vote to amend manual satisfied
majority requirement
July 20, 1985
-minutes not signed by Stated Clerk
October 11-12, 1985
-minutes not signed by Stated Clerk page 11, items 9 and 10
-Moderator ordered actions without Presbytery vote
-page 19, item 7c no indication that 3/4 majority approved invoking
the extra ordinary clause (BCO 21-4)
January 10-11, 1986
-page 6, item 5, 9; page 7, item 18; page 11, item 5; documents not
attached
-page 11 TE Robert Milliken received as member of Presbytery. The
only views stated by him on the Sabbath are contrary to WCF, WSC,
and WLC. He believes that the Lord’s Day is not the Christian
Sabbath, and we can observe the Lord’s Day on any day of the
week! See WCF XX1.7-8; WSC 58-61; WLC 116-119 for direct
conflict. The minutes do not state how Mr. Milliken clarified his
views - or if he did - when re-examined.
-page 12, items 7, 8 no indication of quorum being set for commis-
sions
-page 12, item 8 no record of Presbytery’s inquiry of candidate's
position on PCA Constitution (BCO 21-4)
-page 12, item 8 no copy of call to Mr. Kwong in the minutes
-page 13 dissolution of pastoral relation between TE Jim Griffith and
Park St. Church not formally effected by Presbytery before transfer-
ring him to Southwest Presbytery (BCO 23-1)
-page 15 page is missing
-minutes not signed by Stated Clerk
GENERAL - no report of “progress of religion” (BCO 13-10)
Adopted

That the minutes of Northern Illinois Presbytery:
a. Be approved without exceptions: none
b. Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 26, 1985

-minutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)

-minutes not approved (RAO 9-14-3e)

October 26, 1985

-minutes not approved (RAO 9-14-3e)

-page 5, item 13.f. commission appointed was unnamed

-page 7, item 18.A. commission appointed was unnamed

December 7, 1985

-minutes not approved (RAO 9-14-3e)
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GENERAL - that Preshbytery be cited for not supplying for review
the minutes of January, 1986 Stated Meeting
no up-to-date copy of the Standing Rules Adopted
27. That the minutes of Oklahoma Presbytery:

a. Be approved without exceptions: none

b. Be approved with the exceptions stated:
October 11-12, 1985
-page 5, section (7) (b) Presbytery did not examine candidate in
Greek and Hebrew, citing as the reason, the previous licensure
exam. But, there is no language exam for licensure. A 3/4 vote to
waive this requirement would have been necessary (BCO 21-4)
-page 1 ruling elder roll does not include the name of the churches
they represent
-page 4 additional ruling elders are apparently added to the roll of
this meeting of Presbytery, noting their respective churches, but not
their names
-page 6 no establishment of quorum for the commission (BCO 15-2)
-page 11 a change in their bylaws with no indication of the necessary
2/3 majority
November 18, 1985
-minutes of a called meeting do not include the call stating verbatim
the purpose of the meeting (RAO 9-14-4b)

-no indication that meeting was called at the request of or inconcurr-
ence with 2TE’s and 2 RE’s from at least 3 different churches
(BCO 13-11)

-no declaration of quorum-pages are not numbered
-the roll of TE’s and RE’s fails to note their respective churches
GENERAL - no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules

28. That the minutes of Pacific Presbytery: Adopted
a. Be approved without exceptions: none
b. Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 26-27, 1985
-page 6, section 19-2 Presbytery sustained exam for ordination of
candidate who stated exception to BCO in areas of Sabbath keeping
and mode of baptism
-page 11, section 30 Presbytery sustained exam for ordination of
candidate who stated exception to Westminster Confession on Sabbath-
keeping
-no record of report on interns (BCO 19-12)
May 31 - June 1, 1985
-page 3, section 9-1 Presbytery sustained exam for licensure of candi-
date who stated exceptions to WCF on Sabbath recreation, and BCO
on mode of baptism
-page 4, section 9-2 Presbytery sustained exam for licensure of candi-
date who stated exceptions on continuing validity and obligation of
Sabbath observance, and on time framework of creation
-page 6, section 15-2 no record or approval of candidate’s sermon
on exam for licensure (BCO 19-20)
-page 9, section 19-1 Presbytery sustained exam for licensure of
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candidate who stated exception to WCF on recreation on the Sabbath
-page 11, section 24-1 no record of approval of TE to labor outside
bounds of Presbytery (BCO 13-2)

-page 13 minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14-7)

September 27-28, 1985

-page 2 no record is made of whether churches not represented by
RE’s were excused or not (RAO 9-14-39)

-page 5, section 16-c Presbytery sustained exam for ordination of
candidate who stated exception to WLC on Sabbath observance,
-no record of report on interns (BCO 19-12)

-minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14-7)

October 26, 1985

-minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14-7)

January 24-25, 1986

-page 2 no record is made of whether or not churches not represented
by RE’s were excused (RAO 9-14-3g)

-page 3, section 12 no record is made of Presbytery action to receive
the report of the commission (RAO 9-14-4c)

-page 6, section 16c Presbytery sustained exam for ordination of
candidate who stated exceptions to WCF on Sabbath and civil magis-
trate

-page 7, section 16e Presbytery sustained exam for reception of TE
who stated exception to WCF on reprobation of non-elect

-none of the appendices mentioned in the minutes were attached
(RAO 9-14-6e)

-minutes not signed by clerk (RAO 9-14-7)

GENERAL - no record of review of sessional minutes (BCO 40-3)
no report on “progress of religion” (BCO 13-10)

no up-to-date copy of Presbytery’s Standing Rules Adopted

That the minutes of Pacific Northwest Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions: May 3, 1985; May 30, 1985; July
25, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

March 22-23, 1985

-page 1 no declaration of quorum

-page 2 no quorum set for commission to ordain J. Cameron Fraser
(BCO 15-2)

-page 2 no quorum set forcommission to dissolve pastoral relationship
(BCO 15-2)

-page 4 no indication of 2/3 majority for change in Standing Rules
September 27-28, 1985

-page 14 no declaration of quorum

-page 15 Mr. Linden resigned from what? (Committee, we assume.)
Should this not be stated? It appears, in context, that he was resigning
from Presbytery and joining the Brethren Church.

-page 15 no record of proceedings of commission to ordain Mr.
Fraser, nor of approval of report by Presbytery (BCO 15-1)

-page 18 quorum not set for commission to ordain Mr. Smed
November 7, 1985

-page 22 no quorum set for commission to install Mr. Harrell
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GENERAL - no report on “progress of religion" (BCO 13-10)
no up-to-date copy of Presbytery's Standing Rules Adopted

30. That the minutes of Palmetto Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions: January 26, 1984; March 10, 1984;

April 26, 1984; October 25, 1984; July 25, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

November 18, 1983

-purpose of called meeting not stated

July 26, 1984

-page 12, #3-36 no mention made of the amount of compensation

or, from what source

January 24, 1985

page 1 written notice of place of meeting not included in minutes;

the October 25, 1984, meeting was adjourned without a determina-

tion as to where to meet (Presbytery Manual, I. 1.B.)

-page 17 Presbytery transgressed its jurisdiction by granting permis-

sion for an organization to approach its churches

March 12, 1985

-no indication if notice was sent 10 days in advance

April 25, 1985

-page 20 no record to ascertain if complaint was received by Mod-

erator or Clerk

September 30, 1985

-no record to show if presbyters received letter of called meeting in

time.

October 24, 1985

-page 4 approval of minutes of September 30, 1985, was postponed

until after the response of the Administration Committee; but. Pres-

bytery failed to do so

-page 19 motion should have been a substitute motion, rather than

“the above motion was held in abeyance;” 8-68 would then be

unnecessary

February 22, 1986

-page 4 no mention made ofa motion to adjourn this called meeting
Adopted

31. That the minutes of Philadelphia Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:September 13, 1985

-City in which Presbytery met is omitted

-page 1 date of previous minutes is omitted

-page 1 Attachment #6 is from Calvary Presbytery;

no apparent correspondence from Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Ambler, is attached

-page 2 Attachment #8 refers to two meetings of Presbytery at
General Assembly at which actions or agreements were made (3rd
paragraph), yet no call or minutes are available. Such minutes could
not have previously been approved. The context of the attachment
supports meetings of the Presbytery since the report indicates that
the committee is following Presbhytery’s action or desires

-page 22 the reason for transfer and dropping should be noted
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November 18, 1985

-location of church is not recorded

-page 1 no date of minutes that were approved

-page 1 commission should be dissolved

-page 2 all commissions should be dissolved (no indication of perma-
nent commissions). Reports #7 and #9 do not list members, no
report reflects any minutes of commission action. #7 is a report by
bulletin only.

-page 6 approval of call of TE Na is recorded; however, there is no
commission report, only a reference to it in the AbM report in
Attachment #15. That same attachment also indicates the installation
of TE Yoast, yet there again is no commission report to the Presby-
tery. The AbM report also recommends receiving TE Moore and
TE Rah; no action is taken until March 14, 1986, on Moore and
any action related to Rah is not found, including his not being listed
in the roll of Presbytery.

January 10, 1986

-page 1 the date of the minutes approved not listed

March 14, 1986

-page 1 the date of the minutes approved not listed

-page 2 the disposition of an amendment is not recorded

-page 2 no reference to commission report or any authority to organize
church

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates

no up-to-date copy of the Presbytery Standing Rules Adopted

That the minutes of Siouxlands Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 25, 1985

-page 2 minutes identified as 13th stated meeting but not by date
-page 4 Presbytery reconvened butno indication of the change in date
-pages 3,4 Korzep and Cathey present for ordination exams “brought
adevotional” whereas the BCO requires that a sermon be preached
-pages 5-7 no calls attached for Cathey, Korzep, Smith, or Lee
-page 6 no record of exam of TE John Smith

-Korzep and Cathey present for ordination exams should have been
included in the roll as candidates present for examination.

June 17, 1985

-page limpossible to determine if subscribers to the call represented
three different churches

September 26, 1985

-page 2 the date of the minutes is not given

-page 3 written request for Mission status should be an attachment
-pages 9-10 no record of action on exam of TE Dark or his acceptance
into Presbytery

-page 13 person not named for closing prayer

January 24, 1986

-page 2 date of meeting not included

-page 8 no approval for the formation of a commission to organize
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Trinity PC as a particular church and install TE Smith as pastor. A
Commission was appointed at the September 25, 1985 meeting to
install TE Smith as Evangelist and organizing pastor; however, it
was dissolved at the September 16, 1985 meeting.

GENERAL - Stated Clerk’sreport should have been inthe minutes

no list of candidates and licentiates

no up-to-date copy of Standing Rules Adopted

33. That the minutes of South Texas Preshytery:

a.

Be approved without exception:

October 27, 1984; July 26-27, 1985; October 25-26, 1985; January
24-25, 1986

Be approved with exceptions: none.

GENERAL - all minutes need to have pages numbered, no list of
candidates and licentiates Adopted

34. That the minutes of Southeast Alabama Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none.

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

June 4, 1985

-page 1 moderator not elected to a definite term (BCO 10-3)85-4-8
appendices not attached as stated.

-on Ministers and Candidates report, failure to provide sufficient
information (BCO 23-1, RAO 9-13-3)

October 22, 1985

-85-5-1 meeting not opened with prayer

-pages of minutes not numbered

December 17, 1985

-pages not numbered

-recognition of quorum not complied with absences and excuses not
recognized

January 28, 1986

-86-1-1 pages not numbered

GENERAL - no list of candidates and licentiates

no up-to-date copy of Standing Rules Adopted

35. That the minutes of Southern Florida Presbytery:

a.
b.

Be approved without exceptions: none

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 16, 1985

-page 4, #7B, 1, 2 reports of commissions merely received, not
approved (BCO 15-1)

-page 5, #10, B no indication requirement of BCO 21-4 regarding
"Confession of Faith, Catechisms, and BCO PCA" was met

-page 5, #10, B "Rev.” used repeatedly

-page 6, #14 identical to 4/16/85, p. 9, #24

-minutes not signed

July 16, 1985

-page 4. #9 there is no written report, which complicates the problem

-#9B does not reflect action by 13th GA “Exception 1/15/85 (6)."
-#9C adds 2 TEs and 1 RE, while #9F removes 1 RE; but, a
complete list is not given
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-#9E is not in conformity with BCO 15-2 regarding setting the
quorum

-page 7, #8, C, 6 Presbytery divided to hear sermons

-page 8, #8, H Session and Preshytery did not technically follow
procedure of BCO 23-1, in that there was no record of the Session
requesting and receiving from Presbytery an exception.

-page 10, #14,C Christian Ed Committee report not attached
-page 11, #17, B Judicial commission is not identified; the vote was
on a motion to “receive” the report, whereas BCO 15-1 requires
either approving or disapproving. Motion was defeated. Did Preshy-
tery not hear the report, or did it disapprove the report?

October 15, 1985

-page 3, #4 corrections made to 7/16 minutes, but no indication
they were then approved

-page 4, #7 no indication that Stated Clerk’s report was approved
by Presbytery neither the changes nor the exception to GA’s excep-
tion

-page 9, #20, Is not clear that Session and Presbytery followed
procedure of BCO 23-1

-page 10, #23 lacking minutes read and approved by the judicial
commission, and lacking a written report to Presbhytery other than
the attached statement and Mr. Maddox’s letter, it is not clear exactly
what the Presbytery approved in #23 D. No indication that BCO
33 and 36 were followed, and in light of the appended letter from
Mr. Maddox there is no reason given for not applying provisions
of BCO 37.

January 26, 1986

-page 8, #7, B,1 commission minutes do not show nor does the
incomplete copy of service bulletins indicate that BCO procedure
was followed.

-pages 8-9, #8, B, 1-7 no indication that specific requirements of
BCO 21-4 were met.

-page 10, #12, F by approving MTW committee minutes “as a
whole,"” did Presbytery intend to implement Item #3 of the attached
MTW minutes? Adopted

36. That the minutes of Southwest Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

September 26-27, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

April 25-26, 1985

-page 85-18 meeting should dismiss with prayer

-page 85-25 Presbytery invited to preach a minister who isa member
of a denomination that is under our discipline {MIGA, “Address to
All Churches...”)

January 25, 1986

-page 86-5, Item 4 Substitute motion made, but second passed not
clear. Adopted

37. That the minutes of Tennessee Valley Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

April 8, 1986

Be approved with the exceptions stated:

July 9, 1985

-page 2 Reports of commission to install TE Cushman and TE
Baden not included (RAO 9-14-6e)

-page 3 Quorum for commission not specified (BCO 15-2)

-page 4 It does not appear that candidate was charged

-page 4 Commission required to dissolve a pastorate; no report
attached; whole procedure is in question (BCO 23-1 ,RAO 9- 14-6¢)
October 8, 1985

-page 5 No record of TE Campbell’s release from Siouxlands Pres-
bytery (BCO 20-9); he was not examined or approved by Tennessee
Valley Presbytery - at least no record in previous minutes

-page 5 No indication Mr. Willicombe was charged

November 12, 1985

-page 2 Quorum not specified (BCO 15-2)

January 11, 1986

-page 6 Quorum not specified (BCO 15-2)

-page 5 Presbytery should have stated reasons for omission of parts
of exam (BCO 19-1)

-page 5 Presbytery has not stated if TE Long resigned from Presbytery
and, if not, is he laboring inside or outside Presbytery bounds.
Person closing in prayer is not named.

GENERAL: no list of candidates and licentiates

no up-to-date copy of Standing Rules

no “progress of religion" report (BCO 13-10) Adopted

38. That the Minutes of Warrior Preshytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:

September 5, 1985

Be approved with the exception stated:

April 16, 1985

Date not given for minutes approved (RAO 9-14-3e)

July 16, 1985

13.205 Church not received in orderly fashion

13.210 Appendix b is missing

13.228 Improper use of “Rev.”

October 15, 1985

13.415 Records are to be kept of communing and non-communing
members, not active and inactive (BCO 12-8)

13.430 No quorum stated for commission (BCO 15-2)

January 21, 1986 No mention of approval of previous minutes
GENERAL: No report on “progress of religion” (BCO 13-10)
pages of minutes are not numbered

General Assembly guidelines for keeping presbytery minutes as
printed in Warrior Presbytery's minutes is not up-to-date Adopted

39. That the Minutes of Western Carolina Presbytery:

a.

Be approved without exceptions:
September 12, 1985

Be approved with the exceptions stated:
April 20, 1985
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-page 34 Candidate and Exam Committee Report not included
July 16, 1985

-page 58, #5 Setting up of quorum as “any four members” is not in
compliance with BCO 15-2

November 9, 1985

-page 83, #5 BCO 15-2 requires aminimum oftwo TEs and two REs.
GENERAL: No list of candidates and licentiates Adopted

40. That the Minutes of Westminster Presbytery:

a. Be approved without exceptions:

July 20, 1985, October 19, 1985; December 10, 1985, January 18,
1986, March 18, 1986

b. Be approved with exceptions: None Adopted

A Reporton Exceptions Taken by Previous General Assemblies and Presbytery
Responses

1

Recommend that the General Assembly approve the following pre-
shyteries’ responses to the exceptions taken by the Thirteenth General
Assembly (and prior Assemblies where not previously dealt with):
Calvary, Central Carolina, Central Florida, Central Georgia, Eastern
Canada, Grace, Great Lakes, Gulf Coast, Illiana, Korean Language/Korean
Eastern, Louisiana, Missouri, New Jersey, New River, North Texas,
Northern Illinois, Oklahoma, Pacific, Pacific Northwest, Philadelphia,
Southwest, Tennessee Valley, Western Carolina, Westminster

Adopted

Recommend that the General Assembly approve the responses of the

following presbyteries with the exceptions stated, or with the special

notations set out:

a. Ascension: That the Presbytery be cited for not furnishing a “progress

of religion” report.
It is hereby noted that Ascension Presbytery did respond to the excep-
tion regarding b. (1)(a) noted last year, but that its acceptability will
be determined by the action on the judicial case, Bogue et al. vs.
Ascension Presbytery

b. Eastern Carolina: That the Presbytery be cited for not having re-
sponded satisfactorily to exception to minutes of January 28,1984.

c. Evangel: Thatthe Presbytery be cited for notresponding satisfactorily
to the exception regarding “progress of religion.”

d. Korean Southwest: That the Presbytery be directed to correct excep-
tions (5), (7), and (8) from last year’s General Assembly.

e. Northeast: That the Presbytery be cited for failure to correct excep-
tion taken on October 12-13, 1984, regarding BCO 7-3; and on
January 11-12, 1985, regarding BCO 13-10.

f.  Warrior: That the Presbytery be cited for failure to report on “prog-
ress of religion.” Adopted

Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following presbyteries

for failure to respond to exceptions taken by the Thirteenth General

Assembly:

Delmarva, James River, Mississippi Valley, North Georgia, Palmetto,

South Texas Adopted

Recommend that the General Assembly cite the following presbyteries

for inadequate or unsatisfactory response to exceptions taken by the Thir-
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teenth General Assembly:
a. Covenant: unsatisfactory
GROUNDS: It is not clear that Presbytery acted on this report: the
clerk said, “The response should have been mentioned by the Admin-
istration Committee, however was left out of their report on the floor
of presbytery and subsequently left out of the minutes.”
b. Siouxlands: inadequate
c. Southeast Alabama: unsatisfactory in that no specific action to each
exception was taken.
d. Southern Florida: unsatisfactory response to exception taken regard-
ing BCO 21-4 Adopted
A Report on Presbyteries failure to provide minutes: That the following Pres-
byteries be cited regarding these minutes:
1. Central Georgia - April 8, 1986
2. Mississippi Valley-June 14, 1985, October 15, 1985, February 18, 1986
3. New Jersey - March 15, 1986 Adopted

IV. A Report Concerning Items Forwarded to the Committee, and General
Recommendations:

A.

Regarding Communication #2 p. 34 - recommend the following response:

With regard to the Communication assigned to Review and Control from

Judicial Business:

Whereas, Elders F. Stefani and Robert A. Oderkirk, by their own summary

of events, indicate they “renounce the communion of this church by joining

some other evangelical church” (BCO 38-4); and

Whereas, Eastern Canada Presbytery corrected improper suspension and re-

scinded subsequent suspensions by withdrawing charges; and

Whereas, Eastern Canada Presbytery answered the position papers that were

subsequently transmitted by Stefani and Oderkirk to the Stated Clerk and

were judged by the presbytery to be without basis except where suspensions

were rescinded and charges were withdrawn; and

Whereas, there are no references, complaints, appeals, memorials, etc. from

any PCA officers or members;

Be it resolved that the Review and Control Committee request Eastern Canada

Presbytery to evaluate whether or not the Grace Church Session, Nov. 16,

1985, exceeded the permissible response of BCO 38-4 and take appropriate

action;

Be it further resolved that the Committee on Review and Control recommend

no further notice be taken of the communication from Elders F. Stefani and

Robert A. Oderkirk. Adopted

General Recommendations

1. Recommend that a general reminder be made to all Presbyteries of their

obligation to record specific exceptions to Session minutes (BCO 40-3).

Adopted

V. A Report on Miscellaneous Items

A.

Recommend that all Presbyteries whose minutes were approved without excep-
tion be commended.
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B. Recommend that the Assembly acknowledge the receipt of these minutes with
the understanding that they will be reviewed by the Fifteenth General Assem-

bly:
Calvary: 4-24-86
Eastern Carolina: 5-03-86
llliana: 4-12-86
Missouri: 4-18,19-86
North Texas: 4-25,26-86
Oklahoma: 4-11,12-86
5-23-86
Siouxlands: 4-24-86
South Texas: 4-25,26-86
Tennessee Valley: 5-20-86
Westminster: 4-19-86
5-13-86

GROUNDS: RAO 9-11-2 excludes from review all minutes of meetings held
after the 75 days prior to the Assembly. Adopted
C. Items referred to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business (PCJB)

1. Recommend to refer the North Texas Presbytery minutes which refer to
the North Dallas Presbyterian Church matter to the PCJB for thorough
investigation, specifically with reference to the alleged congregational
meeting which instituted these actions referred to in the minutes.

Adopted

2. Recommend that the matter of the Judicial Commission of Southern
Florida regarding RE Maddox be referred to the PCJB for proper inves-
tigation. Adopted

3. Recommend that Korean SW and Korean Eastern Presbyteries be directed
by the 14th GA to meet with the proper quorum and to ratify actions and
minutes of meetings listed in Part I1l, A, 16-17 of this report. Adopted

Respectfully submitted,
Roland Barnes, Chairman
Frank J. Smith, Secretary

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Lawrence B. Oldaker
Central Florida TE A. Carlton Heil
Central Georgia TE Roland S. Barnes
Eastern Canada TE Howard McPhee
Eastern Carolina RE Bobby Farmer

Gulf Coast RE Julian Gibson
Louisiana RE Bobby G. Blaylock
Missouri TE Lawrence Lunceford
New Jersey TE James Smith

New River RE Virgil Roberts

North Georgia RE R. Ferguson
Northeast TE FrankJ. Smith
Northern Illinois TE E.Crowell Cooley

North Texas TE Seth Skolnitsky
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Presbytery Commissioner
Palmetto TE James M. Hope
Southeast Alabama TE Tommy James
Southern Florida RE David Sincere
Tennessee Valley TE DavidG.K.Howe
W estminster TE JamesE. Richter

TE R. Laird Harris resumed the chair.

14-89 Report of Judicial Commission to Adjudicate Case #8
TE Wi illiam H. Smith, chairman led the Assembly in prayer and presented the
report ofthe commission. The Assembly voted to receive and approve the Commission’s
statement of the case and the judgment rendered, including the advice, all of which
was ordered entered upon the minutes and accepted as the Assembly’s action and
judgment in the case. The Minutes were amended to include reference to telephone
call to the chairman ofthe Judicial Business Committee by members ofthe Commission.
Adopted

Case #8: Complaint of TE Eric Dye et al. against Missouri Presbytery

The undersigned elders of Missouri Presbytery complain against the following
actions of Missouri Presbytery and its officers and defense lawyers in connection with
the case of the Rev. George Stulac and do so in terms of the specific complaints listed
below:

Complaint #1. The action of the moderator in ruling a motion to dismiss the charge
to be in order before the mandated judicial procedure had been completed
and of the court in sustaining such a ruling (this action took place before the
defense witnesses had been examined and cross-examined, and before the
arguments of the prosecutor, the accused and the response of the prosecutor
had even been heard; this action took place on Saturday, September 21, 1985,
see the typed transcript of the trial, the remarks of the moderator and prosecu-
tion [inaccurately labeled defense] on page 98, the question put and voted on
pages 99-100, the remarks of the prosecution on page 96, in the context of
pages 95-100, and also refer to the remarks of the defense on page 7).

a. BCO 32-15 mandates that “the following order shall be observed,”

b. The advice of the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly given after
consultation with the Chairman of the Judicial Committee, and previously
requested by the Prosecutor in anticipation of this motion which had been
previously indicated as contemplated by the Defense lawyers, was read
to the court (see attached),

c. The principles of BCO 42-3 were brought to the attention of the court
which indicate the grounds for an appeal (and presumably also for a
complaint) such as, “any irregularity in the proceedings of the lower
court; ...declining to receive proper evidence; hurrying to a decision
before all testimony is taken,; manifestation of prejudice in the case; and
mistake or injustice in the judgment...,”

d. The court found itin order to vote on the charge even though the witnesses
for the defense had not been examined or cross-examined, the prosecutor
had not been heard, the accused had not been heard, and the closing
presentation of the prosecutor had not been heard, and furthermore the
mandated order is that the vote shall be taken after these items have
occurred and the members may express their opinion (BCO 32-15).
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Complaint #2. The action of the court in dismissing the charge “with respect to
statements involving (1) doctrinal deviation and (2) harmful vacillation con-
cerning the continuation of the (revelatory) giftofprophecy, which are contrary
to the Word of God...” (this action took place by motion on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, 1985; see pages 106 and 107, the remarks of the moderator and
the actual vote, in the context of pages 95-107 of the transcription).

a. The court acted procedurally contrary to the provisions of the Book of
Church Order as indicated by the aforementioned items listed under our
first complaint,

b. The court dismissed a charge which it had accepted from the Ad Hoc
Committee on the basis of which, and without exception or alteration, it
had entered into judicial process (see the minutes of this meeting),

c. The accused acknowledged in his defense paper that this charge rep-
resented his position, namely, that the gift of prophecy continued (see
the defense paper of the accused, the last two paragraphs on the bottom
on page 3 and the third paragraph from the bottom of page 4 of the
section on “Prophecy” of “Responses to Missouri Presbytery’s Ad Hoc
Committee Report...July, 1985"),

d. The accused neither denied the reality or truthfulness of the charge nor
indicated any change with regard to his position, and yet the court dismis-
sed the charge,

e. The court gave no ground or basis for its action in the motion it adopted
so that there is no stated reason for such an action,

f. The mover of the motion (please refer to the transcription record at this
point, Saturday, September 21, 1985, namely, the remarks of Mr. Akin
on pages 95, 96) appealed to BCO 34-5 as a grounds for dismissing
charge. In heeding the motion of the mover and the grounds he cited,
the court determined that if a charge is not heresy or schism which would
warrant deposition, or if it did not strike at the vitals of religion and was
not industriously spread, it should not be adjudicated at all. This is
contrary to the Book of Church Order's own determination of what is
“an offense, the proper object of judicial process,” namely, “anything in
the doctrine or practice of a church member professing faith in Christ
which is contrary to the Word of God” (BCO 29-1) and which may not
be heresy or schism, etc., and which may receive a lesser censure than
deposition (BCO 30). The court substituted its evaluation of the serious-
ness of the offense and how it should be evaluated and censured for the
question before the court, namely, whether it was an offense contrary to
the Word of God. The court thereby failed to carry out its prescribed
duty according to BCO 29-1.

Complaint #3. The accusatory line of questioning by the defense ruled in order by
the moderator several times and sustained at least once by the court when the
witnesses were those members of the Session of Memorial Church who had
expressed concern to the Presbytery about the matters under adjudication (see
the proceedings of Friday night, September 20, 1985, and questionings, re-
sponses and objections on pages 43, 44, 50, 51, 53, 54, 57, 58, and pages
60 through 67 of the transcription).

a. BCO 31-3 indicates that “the original and only parties in a case of process
are the accuser and the accused.” It goes on to indicate that the accuser
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“is always the Presbyterian Church in America” and says further that
“the prosecutor...is always the representative of the Church and as such
has all its rights in the case.” BCO 32-19 allows the accused to be
represented by any member of the court. When representing the accused
he acts for and in the name of the accused. BCO 31-11 says explicitly
that “in the discussion of all questions arising in his own case, the accused
shall exercise the rights of defendant, not of judge.” Therefore, whether
the accused or the one representing him questions witnesses, those ques-
tions must only bear upon whether or not the accused is innocent, not
upon some other guilt that he wants to bring before the court by means
of his question and by means ofwhich he is acting in the role “ofjudge.”

b. BCO 35-5 says explicitly that “the court shall not permit questions frivol-
ous or irrelevant to the charge at issue.” BCO 32-13 says that “any
questions asked must be pertinent to the issue.” The particular charge
before the court had to do with the accused’s belief or doctrine concerning
the gift of prophecy. No insinuation of wrong on the part of the defense
in its questioning of a witness proves the innocence of the accused and
his belief because his belief does not depend upon the supposed guilt of
a witness. But such line of questioning does seek to redirect (and even
misdirect) the focus of the court from the charge itself. Furthermore, it
seeks to evoke sympathy for the accused so that the court is prejudiced
for the accused. This prejudicing of the court seeks to bring the court to
vote on the basis of feeling and emotions rather than on the question of
guilt or innocence in terms of the charge itself. Such irrelevant, non-per-
tinent, and accusatory questions are ruled out by the BCO because they
have the potential of producing a miscarriage of justice.

Complaint #4. The ruling of the moderator and the decision by the court to uphold
the moderator which required a witness to answer only in the categories and
with the terms prescribed by the moderator (Friday and Saturday, September
20, 21, 1985, see the comments of the moderator on the bottom of page 57,
the interchange on the top of page 58, the remarks of the moderator on page
61, the remarks of the moderator, the actual vote, the remarks of the defense
and of Mr. Robertson on page 62);

a. Although it is true that the BCO 35-5 indicates that “no question shall
be put or answered except by permission of the Moderator, subject to
the appeal of the court,” this proviso itself is given in the light of the
teaching of Scripture and the provisions of the constitutional standards
of the Presbyterian Church in America. Nowhere does the Book of Church
Order give to the moderator or the court the absolute right to set the
categories and terms by which a witness must answer. Contrariwise, the
Westminster Confession of Faith, XX, ii says that “God alone is the Lord
of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and command-
ments of men, which are, in any thing, contrary to His Word; ... So
that...to obey such commands, out of conscience, is to betray true liberty
of conscience, and the requiring of...an absolute and blind obedience, is
to destroy liberty of conscience, and reason also.”

The undersigned complain against the Presbytery in terms of the above complaints
and consider the complaints of such importance and their substance as such evidence
against a fair and impartial hearing and adjudication of the case that they also complain,
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as Complaint #5, against the adjudication of the case by the Presbytery and do thereby
urge that it be heard and adjudicated by the General Assembly without being remanded
again to the Presbytery.

Eric Dye Oscar Koirtyohann
George Knight W illiam Linton

W illiam Dare Donald McCoy
George Devlin James Routszong
Barry Gillette Steve Skees

John Hill Morton Whitman

David Winecoff

The undersigned elders of Missouri Presbytery add to the five complaints submitted
on September 27, 1985, the following complaint against the action of Missouri Presbyt-
ery in connection with the case of the Rev. George Stulac:

Complaint #6. The ruling of the moderator and the action of the presbytery in upholding
the ruling that disallowed the vote and suspension provision of BCO 43-4 to
any and all the complaints before the presbytery (BCO 43-4 states: “Notice
of complaint shall not have the effect of suspending the action against which
the complaint is made, unless one-third of the members present when the
action was taken shall vote for its suspension, until the final decision in the
higher court;” the action hereby complained against was the first ruling and vote
on Friday September 27, 1985, see the request for a vote on pages 150 and
151, the ruling by the moderator denying the request on page 151, which
ruling was sustained by the presbytery on pages 154, 155, in the context of
pages 146-155 of the transcript);

a.

BCO 43-1 states that “a complaint is written representation made against
some act or decision of a court of the Church. It is the right...to make
complaint against any action of a court to whose jurisdiction he is subject
...” The proviso of the Book of Church Order allows a complaint against
“some act or decision,” indeed against “any action.” The complaints were
clearly therefore in order.

BCO 43-4 makes specific provision for a large minority of the court,
i.e., “one-third of the members present when the action was taken” to
vote for the suspension of that action, “against which the complaint is
made,” and the action is to be suspended “until the final decision in the
higher court.” BCO 43-4 provides for this vote and suspension with
reference to any complaint that is made. And BCO 43-1 has indicated
that a complaint can be brought against “any action of the court.”

The ruling of the moderator and the action of the court in upholding the
ruling was to disallow that vote to be taken on any or all the complaints
filed in written form and also to disallow the possibility of any suspension
of any action of the court even if one-third of the members present desired
to vote for a suspension of the action. If ever rights of a large minority,
i.e., one-third of the members present, had a right to be exercised being
made in a judicial case. But they were denied.

On several of the actions against which complaints were filed, e.g.,
complaints #1 and #2, the roll call vote showed a vote of 28 for and
17 against with the moderator abstaining. The total vote was then 45 or
46. The number 17, being more than one-third of the members present
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when the action was taken, gave warrant for the complainants to ask for
a one-third vote to suspend the action,

e. The vote of the court on the ruling of the moderator to disallow the votes
of the one-third minority and thus the disallowance of the application of
the provisions of BCO 43-4 was itself a vote of 32 for and 19 against
the ruling of the moderator. Here again, one-third of the court was opposed
to this action and should have been permitted to have the provision of
BCO 43-4 apply to this vote also. But since the presbytery was then and
there disallowing the one-third vote provision of BCO 43-4, it seemed
hopeless to ask for its application against that action itself.

The complainants are frustrated and dismayed at what they consider to be failures
to follow the agreed upon procedures of the Book of Church Order and finally even
the denial of rights of a sizeable minority, namely, one-third of the members present,
to exercise its right of voting and of thereby suspending the action of the court until
the final decision on the matter is given in the higher court.

The complainants believe that these items have merit in their own right for the
ongoing issues of fairness, order, and compliance with the agreed upon procedure of
the Book of Church Order and ask that they be addressed and dealt with regardless
of how the charges in the trial have been or may be regarded or adjudicated.

Signatures:
Eric Dye Wi illiam Linton
George Knight W alter Lorenz
W illiam Dare Donald McCoy
George Devlin James Routszong
Barry Gillette W ilbur Siddons
John Hill Steve Skees
Oscar Koirtyohann Dwayne TerM aat
Robert Korljan Morton Whitman
David Winecoff
Attachment
September 16, 1985
To: Dr. George Knight 1l

From: The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Subject: Opinion Regarding the Force of BCO 32-15

This is in response to your request for an opinion regarding whether it would be proper
during a trial for a motion to dismiss a part of the indictment, that has been previously
drawn.

First, let me indicate in writing as | did orally, the Stated Clerk does not give official
interpretations of the Book of Church Order. If such is required, the Judicial Business
Committee of the General Assembly is authorized to give official interpretations, which
are binding until the next meeting of the General Assembly. The Assembly either
endorses or rejects the opinions of the Committee. Official opinions may be requested
only by a court of the Church, not by an individual. If your Presbytery or a Session
desires an official interpretation, they may request it in writing from the Judicial
Business Committee. The Committee may addressed in care of the Rev. Rodney King,
Chairman, 8300 N. LaCanada, Tucson, Arizona 85704.
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At your request, | will give you my personal opinion on the subject. | took time to
check this with Mr. King. We are both agreed that there is no provision in the BCO
for the dismissal of parts of the indictment. BCO 32-15 gives the prescribed way in
which a trial is to be conducted. It says, “the following order shall be observed ...”
We are both of the opinion that this is mandatory. A motion to dismiss a portion of
the indictment in the midst of the trial would serve to interrupt the prescribed order,
without a full hearing of the case as set forth in BCO 32-15.

If the Presbytery should allow such a motion for dismissal, it is conceivable that it
would become grounds for complaint to General Assembly against the presbytery for
not following the Book of Church Order, especially if the result of such a motion was
to remove parts of the indictment from the trial, without sufficient hearing by the
Presbytery.

| trust that this may be of help to you and the defense in your handling of the judicial
case that is before the Presbytery.

Copy to: Rev. Ronald Lutjens
Mr. Mark Belz
Rev. Egon Middelmann
Rev. David Winecoff

ADJUDICATION OF JUDICIAL COMMISSION #8

I. Statement of the Facts

1. The Missouri Presbytery received the report of its Ad Hoc Committee, includ-
ing charges against TE George Stulac, at a called meeting on May 25, 1985,
and appointed a prosecutor so that an indictment could be drawn.

2. The Presbytery conducted a trial on September 20, 21, 27, 1985.

3. In the trial, following the testimony of witnesses for the prosecution, a motion
was made to withdraw charge # 1. A point of order was raised by the prosecu-
tion that the motion was out of order on the basis of BCO 32-15.

4. The chair ruled the motion out of order. The ruling of the chair was appealed
to the body, which sustained the ruling of the chair.

5. There was an amendment to motion to withdrawn the charge which allowed
the prosecution to make closing arguments.

6. After the closing arguments, a vote was taken on a motion to withdraw charge
#1, and the motion carried.

7. Acomplaint was filed in writing concerning alleged irregularities in the trial.

8. A request was made to suspend the court’s action on the basis of BCO 43-4.
The moderator ruled the motion to suspend out of order, the ruling was
appealed, and the ruling of the chair was sustained.

9. Subsequently, the remaining charges were withdrawn.

10. The complaints were acted on and denied by Missouri Presbytery at a stated
meeting on April 18-19, 1986, and were forwarded to the Stated Clerk GA
on April 29, 1986.
Il. The Statement of the Issues

1. “The action of the Moderator in ruling a motion to dismiss the charge to be
in order before the mandated judicial procedure had been completed, and of
the court in sustaining such a ruling.”

2. “The action of the court in dismissing the charge with respect to statements
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involving (1) doctrinal deviation and (2) harmful vacillation concerning the
continuation of the (revelatory) gift of prophecy, which are contrary to the
Word of God...”

“The accusatory line of questioning by the defense ruled in order by the
moderator several times and sustained at least once by the court when the
witnesses were those members of the Session of Memorial Church who had
expressed concern to the presbytery about the matters under adjudication.”
“TTie ruling of the moderator, and the decision by the court to uphold the
moderator, which required a witness to answer only in the categories and
with the terms prescribed by the moderator.”

“The adjudication of the case by the Presbytery, and the request that it be
heard and adjudicated by the General Assembly without being remanded again
to the Presbytery.”

“The ruling of the moderator, and the action of the presbytery in upholding
the ruling that disallowed the vote and suspension provision of BCO 43-4 to
any and all the complaints before the presbytery.”

Judgment of the Case and Amends
A. The Judgment of the Case

1. The first specification is sustained on grounds that BCO 32-15 mandates
an order for trial once charges have been received, but the trial did not
proceed to verdict. We find no evidence in BCO that a trial process may
be suspended without coming to verdict.

2. The second specification is sustained on grounds that BCO 32-15 mandates
an order for trial once charges have been received, but the trial did not
proceed to verdict. We find no evidence in BCO that a trial process may
be suspended without coming to verdict.

3. The third specification is not sustained on grounds that the question of

the credibility of the witness was raised by the witness and the prosecution
by the defense (BCO 35-1);
Further, that the prosecution failed to object to the alleged “accusatory”
line of questioning of the witness on the first day of trial, and then in
re-direct examination the next day, the prosecution went fully into the
event about which the complainants claim the detense had no right to go
{BCO 35-5).

4. The fourth specification is sustained on grounds that the moderator ex-
ceeded his authority as provided in BCO 35-5 by stipulating in what
terms the witness must respond to a question. We do not understand BCO
35-12 to require a witness to answer a question in terms prescribed by
the moderator.

5. The fifth specification is not sustained on grounds that it does not specify
an error, but rather asks for Amends.

6. The sixth specification is sustained on grounds that BCO 43-4 is designed
to protect a substantial minority from irretrievable action by the court,
but the moderator made an improper application of BCO 43-4 and thereby
failed to protect the interests of the minority in a ruling based on an
improper distinction between different actions of the presbytery {BCO
43-1); further, that the Presbytery sustained the ruling ofthe moderator.

The Amends

The Commission annuls the trial (the Presbyterian Church in America vs. TE

George Stulac) and remands the case to Missouri Presbytery.
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IV. Advice

The Commission advises Missouri Presbytery that it might respond to this order

in one of the following three ways:

1. The Presbytery may conduct a trial as recommended by its Ad Hoc Committee.
Should the Presbytery follow this course of action, the commission recom-
mends that the Presbytery (a) seek to elect a new moderator who will be
acceptable to all parties; (b) appoint new prosecutor(s); (c) follow carefully
all the required procedures of BCO', or

2. The Presbytery may request the General Assembly to assume original jurisdic-
tion in the case if there is appeal to BCO 44-3; or

3. The Presbytery may consider having a called meeting for the purpose of
amending or rescinding its action of May 25, 1985, in receiving the report
of the Ad Hoc Committee which presented the charges. Should the Presbytery
follow this course of action, it is advised to follow carefully the required rules

of parliamentary procedure and the BCO. Adopted
Members of the Commission:
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
William H. Smith, MS Valley, Chairman Charles Lowry, Westminster
Wilson Smith, Central Georgia Al Yancey, James River
Steve Bostrom, Calvary Robert Ragland, Pacific NW
Steve Jakes, SE Alabama Leighton Shutes, W. Carolina
Richard Burguet, Grace Crawford Nevins, Evangel
Harry Reeder, Central Carolina Wi illiam Swain, New River

Jim Ruark, Great Lakes, Clerk

Respectfully Submitted,
Wi illiam H. Smith, Chairman
James E. Ruark, Clerk

Dissent

While we would support the majority of the commission’s decisions and all of the Amends with
thanksgiving to our Lord for the integrity, manner, and method of our deliberations we the undersigned
would dissent on the findings of the commission in two of the six complaints. Specifically we could not
vote to sustain complaints one and two for the following reasons:

1 While BCO 32-5 does give in mandated form the order and content of a full judicial process, it does
not prohibit proper motions and pleas which might arise in process because of procedure, repentance
or valid pastoral concerns.

2. The Presbytery by sustaining a motion to withdraw the charges did in fact come to a verdict and
judgment that the specific charge undue process could not be upheld by the evidence which had been
presented by the prosecution.

3. All the parts of a full judicial process described in BCO 32-15 were in fact present. The only ones
missing were presentation of witnesses for the accused and a closing statement by the defense. This
was at the discretion of the defense, who did not choose to present witnesses nor conclude with a
closing statement which is allowed under the provisions of BCO 35-1.

TE Harry Reeder Il
RE Robert Ragland

Minutes of the Commission To Deal with Case #8
Complaint of TE Eric Dye et al. vs. Missouri Presbytery

The Commission was convened by TE Wm. H. Smith with prayer at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 24, 1986.

Present: Commissioners TE Wm. H Smith, S. Bostrom. S. Jakes, R. Burquet. RE C. Lowry, A. Yancey,
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R. Rogland, C. Nevins. J. Ruark, W. Swain: Complainant Eric Dye; Co-Respondents L. Lunceford (TE).
M. Belz (RE); Observers Jack Carram (RE), Ron Lutjens (TE) of the Missouri Presbytery; for portions.
TE V. Hathaway, Parliamentarian.

Mr. Smith was elected chairman by white ballot.

Mr. Ruark was elected clerk by white ballot.

The clerk declared a quorum present (10).

The chairman presented the guidelines (Assembly Rules X.A) and parliamentary
and procedural questions were discussed and resolved.

The evidence (record) was received from the Stated Clerk Pres, as follows:
Document A: cover page, pages A1-A22

Document B: Pages B1-B6

Document C: Pages CI-C162, cover page

Document D: Pages DI -D4

Document E:  Page EI

The respondent and complainant concurred that there are gaps in DOCT.C (Trial transcript) and were willing
to proceed, reserving the right to ask the Commission to seek to recover missing material that seems essential
to either case.

It was reported that the following documents were not received from the Stated Clerk Preshytery but are
designated by hint as part of the record of the case: Minutesof theMissouri Pres, formeetings of April,
May. July, August, Sept. (Trial). October, 1985 and JanuaryandApril1986 (see A17). It wasdetermined
that all but April 1985 may be available from the Stated Clerk General Assembly.

The Commission with the concurrence of complainant and respondent determined which parts of record to
have read aloud (parts of A, all of B, D, E). (Al-6, 16, 19-22 to be read.)

Further discussion ensued regarding the record, namely whether the minutes when available will complete
the record. The parliamentarian was consulted about questions and options.

M/S/C - that the commissioners be permitted to read the designated parts of the record individually before
the next session.

M/S/C - that the Commission reconvene at 9:30 a.m. June 25 unless the minutes of the Presbytery are not
yet available, in which case the Commission will be reconvened at the call of the chairman.

The Commission recessed with prayer by Mr. Nevins at 9:50 p.m.

The Commission was called to order by the chairman at 10:00 a.m. on June 25. 1986 with prayer by S.
Bostrom.

Present: Commissioners as before, and H. Reeder (TE). Wilson Smith (TE), L Shutes (RE); complainant
Dye and respondent Lunceford and Belz; observer (TE) Stephen Christian, Central Florida Presbytery.
The Clerk declared a quorum present (13).

The minutes of the Session of June 24 were read and approved as amended.

Additional parts of the record were received from the Stated Clerk of Presbytery, as follows:

Doc. F: Minutesof Pres. April 19, 1985
Doc. G: ” April 25, 1985
Doc. H: July 19-20, 1985
Doc. & August 31, 1985 (which include the corrected
minutesofJuly 19-20)

Doc. J: Minutes of Pres, (the trial) ~ Sept. 20-21, 27, 1985
Doc. K: Oct. 18-19, 1985
Doc. L: January 17-18, 1986
Doc. M: April 18-19. 1986
Doc. N: Indictment against

George Stulac
Doc. O: Reportof the Ad Hoc

Committee of

Presbytery
Doc P: Letterof George Stulac

to the Presbytery

All the above are minutes and papers attached to the minutes. Still missing is the report of the Candidates
and Credentials Committee of Preshytery

M/SIC - that we seat no other members of Commission from now on in the Commission deliberations
M/S/ - that the Commission recess at 5:00 p.m. and reconvene at 8:15 a.m. on the next day.

M/S/C- that the motion be tabled.
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M/S/C- that the Commission recess until 1:00 p.m.

The Commission recessed at 11:00 a.m.

The Commission was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by the chairman, with prayer by Mr. Yancey.

The Commission received Document Q for the record: 5 pages consisting of the minutes of the Candidates
and Credentials Committee of the Presbytery of April 9 and 13, 1986.

All commissioners, complainant, and respondent were present.

The clerk declared a quorum present (13).

The Commission proceeded to hear the opening statement of the complainant by Mr. Dye.

Complaint #1 - action against the Moderator of the Presbytery on grounds he ruled a motion to dismiss
the charges in mid-trial in violation of BCO 32-15 (see Al).

Complaint #2 -action against the court on grounds itdismissed the charge in violation of BCO 29-1 (see A 1-2).
Complaint #3 - action against Moderator and the Court in ruling and sustaining the ruling, that an accusatory
line of questioning by the defense be upheld (see A2-3); i.e.; questions on issues notrelated to the charges.
Complaint #4 - action against Moderator and the court on grounds that a ruling was made and upheld
requiring a witness to answer in categorical terms (see A3).

Complaint #5 - action against Presbhytery on grounds that the case was not adjudicated fairly and impartially;
which also asks that the case be adjudicated by the GA rather than the Presbytery (see A3-4). Additional
arguments (see Doc. d) regarding prejudice (D1-2; Doc P); undue haste by the Court (D2-3); and the defense
having misdirected the Court as to the charges against the accused (e. g., relational as against doctrinal)
(D 3-4).

Complaint #6 - Action against Moderator and the Court on grounds of suspending the process of the Trial,
in violation of BCO 43 (see A4-5) and denying a right of due process to a sizable minority of the membership
of the court.

The opening statement concluded after approximately | hour 20 minutes.

The Commission recessed at 2:50 p.m.

The Commission was reconvened by the chairman at 3:10 p.m., with prayer by Mr. Jakes.

All commissioners were present, with complainant and respondent.

The Commission received Document R: Proposed response of the Presbytery to Complaint #6.

The Commission proceeded to hear the opening statement of the respondent by Mr. Belz.

First, response (see R) to the “additional arguments” of the complainant (expressed in Doc. D).

The arguments dealt with each point of each complaint in turn, with recommendations as follows:

That Complaint #1 not be sustained on the grounds it is based on incorrect interpretations and applications
of the BCO and misunderstanding of the actions of the Court;

That Complaint #2 not be sustained on the grounds of insufficient evidence, fallacious reasoning, and
factual misstatements;

That Complaint #3 not be sustained on the grounds that the Moderator and Court acted within their rights,
the line of questioning would have elicited pertinent information, and one specification imputed hypothetical
misconduct;

That Complaint #4 not be sustained on the grounds of misstatement and logical fallacy;

That Complaint #5 not be sustained on the grounds it is out of order. Next, a response to the six complaints
as follows (see Doc. B):

A summary of the events preceding the Trial and of the Trial itself (B, Sec. A);

A general response (B, Sec. B), that all the complaints deal with procedures and not doctrine;

Responses to Complaints #1 and #2 (see B, Sec. C), that BCO 32-15 has been misapplied; that the ends
of justice were well served in the disposition of the prosecution; that any errors, if made, were “harmless;”
and that the complaints erroneously contend the charges were “dismissed” rather than “withdrawn;"
Responses to Complaints #3 and #4 (see B, Sec. D), that the charges were interpreted and prosecuted
properly;

that the Moderator's conduct was induced by impaired credibility of the witness; that the prosecution did
not respond properly to the defense line of witnessing as regards the complaint.

Response to Complaint #5 (see B, Sec. E) that the complaint is cumulative and therefore in violation of
BCO 43.

Response to Complaint #6 (see B, Sec. F), that BCO 43-4 does not preclude suspension of the Court’s
proceedings under the circumstances; that the minority's interpretations of BCO 43 would have frustrated
the business and progress of the Court and the adjudication of the case;

Further response to Complaint #1, regarding interpretation of BCO 43 in the right of appeal.

The opening statement of the respondent concluded after approximately 55 minutes.

The Commission proceeded to questioning the complainant and respondent for about 50 minutes.

The motion to recess was removed from the table It was amended to provide for theCommission to
reconvene at 8:30 a.m. the next day. The motion carried as amended.
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The Commission recessed at 5:00 p.m.

The Commission was reconvened by the chairman at 9:35 a.m. on June 26, 1986, with prayer.

The clerk called the roll. Commissioners Shutes and Burquet were absent. A quorum was declared present
(11

M/S/C - to postpone further deliberations for 5 minutes because of the absence of two commissioners.

It was noted that because of the change in arrangements the Commission could not reconvene at the earlier
time and place.

It was noted that Mr. Burquet arrived during the reading of the minutes of June 25, 1986.

The clerk read the minutes of June 25. They were approved as read, and it was noted that both complainant
and respondent acknowledge that the minutes fairly summarize the substance of their opening statements.
The Commission resumed the questioning of the complainant and the respondent. The questioning continued
for about 1 hour and 5 minutes.

The Commission recessed at 10:50 a.m.

The Commission reconvened at 11:00 a.m.

The Commission proceeded to hear the closing statement of the respondent by Mr. Belz, as follows:

He referred us to DOC. B as a resource in our deliberations;

He discussed the Matthew 18:18 principle as not being an issue in this case;

He dealt with BCO 32-15 as it pertains to the case, particularly whether the proceedings fulfilled the mandate;
He dealt with BCO 29 as it pertains to the substance ofoffenses and the continuation ofthe prosecution of them;
He argued whether the words "the defense does not choose to call witnesses" are significant to the disposition
of the trial,

He referred the Commission to Doc. K (Minutes of Presbytery, Oct. 85), specifically Resolutions 5 and 6,
expressing also these as the view of the Presbytery that, if the complaints are upheld, the Commission not
recommend that the case be retried by the Presbytery; he further stated that there is no desire in the Presbytery
to renew charges; he asks that the Commission not ask for retrial out of pastoral concern.

The closing statement was concluded after 15 minutes.

The Commission proceeded to the closing statement of the complainant by Mr. Dye, as follows:

He stated that there are divisions in Preshbytery because of the conduct of the trial and procedural matters,
such as application of BCO 32-15;

He asserted there was a misdirection of the charges as being relational and not first of all doctrinal;

He asserted that the Matthew 18 principle is relevant to the context of the case;

He dealt with the matter of “withdrawalT'dismissal” as it relates to BCO 32-15:

He argued that the defense was not treated fairly in the suspension of the proceedings of the trial;

He argued that the charges had not been adequately argued (specifically, the charge regarding prophecy)
prior to withdrawal of the charges;

He referred to BCO 43 as it was interpreted and applied

He argued that Resolutions 5 and 6 (Doc. K) are inadequate to effect full reconciliation, with matters still
unresolved as indicated by the complainant

He stated that the complainants do not want the case retried by the Presbytery and asked the Commission
to determine, whatever its decision, to consider how reconciliation can be promoted in the Presbytery, even
to fully adjudicating the case if necessary.

The statement lasted about 15 minutes.

The Commission dismissed the complainant and respondent and proceeded to executive session.

The Commission recessed until 1:00 p.m.

The Commission was reconvened by the chairman at 1:05 p.m. with prayer by Wilson Smith.

The Clerk took the roll. All commissioners were present except Mr. Shutes, who will not be seated at any
further proceedings of the commission due to his present absence. A quorum was declared present (12).
The chairman proposed that the complaints be handled as one complaint with six specifications, since all
deal with procedural matters.

M/S/C - that the Commission discuss the issue as one complaint with six specifications. (For the record,
the specifications may still be referred to as “Complaint #1, "Complaint #2", etc.)

Complaint #1 was discussed.

# 1. "The action of the Moderator in ruling a motion to dismiss the charge to be in order before the mandated
judicial procedure had been completed, and of the court in sustaining such a ruling.”

The Chairman asked, "Shall the specification be sustained?"

The Commission voted to sustain the specification (10 for, 2 against).

On grounds that BCO 32-15 mandates an order for trial once charges have been received, but the trial did
not proceed to verdict. We find no evidence in BCO that a trial process may be suspended without coming
to verdict.

Complaint #2 was discussed.
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#2 “The action of the court in dismissing the charge with respect to statements involving (1) doctrinal
deviation and (2) harmful vacillation concerning the continuation of the (revelatory) gift of prophecy, which
are contrary to the Word of God...”
The Chairman asked, “Shall the specification be sustained?"
The Commission voted to sustain the specification (10 for, 2 against)
On grounds that BCO 32-15 mandates an order for trial once charges have been received, but the trial did
not proceed to verdict. We find no evidence in BCO that a trial process may be suspended without coming
to verdict.
Complaint #3 was discussed.
#3 “The accusatory line of questioning by the defense ruled in order by the moderator several times and
sustained at least once by the court when the witnesses were those members of the Session of Memorial
Church who had expressed concern to the Presbytery about the matters under adjudication.”
The Chairman asked, “Shall the specification be sustained?"
The commission voted not to sustain the specification (11 against, 1 abstention)
On grounds that the question of the credibility of the witness was raised by the witness and the prosecution
before any questions were asked of the witness by the defense (BCO 35-1);
further, that the prosecution failed to object to the alleged “accusatory” line of questioning of the witness
on the first day of trial, and then on re-direct examination the next day the prosecution went fully into the
event about which the complainants claim the defense had no right to go (BCO 35-5).
Complaint #4 was discussed.
#4 "The ruling of the moderator, and the decision by the court to uphold the moderator, which required a
witness to answer only in the categories and with the terms prescribed by the moderator.”
The Chairman asked, "Shall the specification be sustained?”
The Commission voted to sustain the specification (10 for, 2 abstentions) on grounds that the moderator
exceeded his authority as provided in BCO 35-5 by stipulating in what terms the witness must respond to
a question. We do not understand BCO 35-12 to require a witness to answer a question in terms prescribed
the moderator.
Complaint #5 was discussed
#5 "The adjudication of the case by the Presbytery, and the request that it be heard and
adjudicated by the General Assembly without being remanded again to the Presbytery.”
The chairman asked, “Shall the specification be sustained?”
The commission voted not to sustain the specification (0 for, 12 against) on grounds that it does not specify
an error, but rather asks for Amends.
Complaint #6 was discussed.
A phone call was placed to TE Rodney King, chairman on Judicial Business, for the purpose of soliciting
historical information.
#6 “The ruling of the moderator, and the action of the presbytery in upholding the ruling that disallowed
the vote and suspension provision of BCO 43-4 to any and all the complaints before the presbytery.”
The Chairman asked, "Shall the specification be sustained?”
The Commission voted to sustain the specification (12 for, 0 against) on grounds that BCO 43-4 is designed
to protect a substantial minority from irretrievable action by the court, but the moderator made an improper
application of BCO 43-4 and thereby failed to protect the interests of the minority in a ruling based on an
improper distinction between different actions of the presbytery (BCO 43-1); further, that the Presbytery
sustained the ruling of the Moderator.
M/S/C - that the Commission recess until 7:30 p.m.
The Commission recessed at 5:10 p.m.
The Commission was reconvened by the Chairman at 7:35 p.m.with prayer by Mr. Reeder.
The Clerk called the roll. All commissioners were present. The Clerk declared a quorum(12).
The Commission prepared the “Statement of the Facts."
The Commission prepared the "Statement of the Issues.”
The Commission prepared its statement on the “Judgement of the Case and Amends." this was approved,
(12 for, 0 against).
The Commission prepared a statement of "Advice." This was approved (12 for, 0 against).
The Report was read into the Minutes.
M/S/C - that the commission adopt the report.
M/S/IC - that the commission receive the dissent.
The Clerk read the minutes of June 26, 1986.
M/S/C - that the Commission approve the minutes as read.
The Commission adjourned with prayer by Mr. Ragland at 9:15 p.m., June 26, 1986.

Respectfully submitted,

William H. Smith, Chairman

James E. Ruark, Clerk
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Roll of Commissioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Wm. H. Smith, Miss. Valley (Chairman) Charles Lowry, Westminster
Wilson Smith, Central GA AlYancey,James River
Steve Bostrom, Calvary Robert Ragland, Pacific NW
Steve Jakes, SE Alabama Leighton Shutes, W. Carolina
Richard Burquet, Grace Crawford Nevins, Evangel
Harry Reeder, Central Carolina William Swain, New River

Jim Ruark, Great Lakes (Clerk)

Representing the Complainants: TE Eric Dye
Representing the Respondent: RE Mark Belz, TE Lawrence Lunceford

TE William S. Barker requested that his negative vote with the following reasons be recorded.

1.) The sustaining of the sixth specification produces an interpretation of BCO 43-4 that would allow a
one-third minority to hold up any judicial action of a court for whatever reason that minority might
find to register a complaint over. BCO 43-1 does make a distinction between ordinary actions of a
court and actions "in ajudicial case in which an appeal is taken,” saying that no complaint is allowable
in the latter. Judicial Commission #8 agreed that BCO 43-4 is "designed to protect a substantial
minority from irretrievable action by the court;” however, what the minority in this case desired was
suspension of a judicial case which could be appealed to a higher court anyway. To allow such an
interpretation of BCO 43-4 is, | believe, frustrating to the judicial process of our courts and pernicious
in the extreme. Such an interpretation should not be allowed to stand as a precedent, or we may see
willful minorities thwarting the effect of judicial procedures with relative ease.

2.) The sustaining of the first and second specifications rests on a technical point that fails to take
cognizance of the reality of what occurred in the case. Surely, if the prosecution has had the opportunities
provided by BCO 32-15 to make the case against the accused, and the court moves to dismiss the
charges for lack of sufficient evidence, then the equivalent of a verdict has been reached.

3.) Since the third and fifth specifications were not sustained by Judicial Commission #8, the only
remaining grounds for the complaint lies in the fourth specification, concerning the moderator's
requiring a witness to answer in categorical terms. If this was done improperly, it scarcely seems a
sufficient basis alone for remanding a case affecting the ministry of a church and of its pastor back
to preshytery for retrial.

TE Wi illiam S. Barker, Western Carolina Preshytery

14-90 Season of Prayer
The Assembly held a season of prayer following the adoption of the above case.

14-91 Report of the Commission Adjudicating Case #1

TE Allan Story, chairman, led the Assembly in prayer. He yielded the floor to TE
Dale Smith, since he had not voted with the majority of the commission. The Assembly
voted to receive and approve the Commission’s statement of the case and the judgment
rendered, all of which was ordered entered upon the minutes and accepted as the
Assembly’s action and judgment in the case. Adopted

Judicial Case #1: Complaint of Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. etal. vs. Calvary Presbytery

WHEREAS, Calvary Preshytery of the Presbyterian Church in America at its stated
meeting of April 25, 1986, in Clinton, South Carolina, sustained the trials of Rev.
William Hyer for reception into Calvary Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church in
America from the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church as the organizing pastor
of the newly constituted New Covenant Chapel of Anderson, South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, Calvary Presbytery was not informed of the serious fact that a formal
complaint had been filed against the action of Palmetto Presbytery, meeting on January
24, 1985, for sustaining his examination for licensure in Palmetto Presby-
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tery, and therefore Calvary Presbytery was not adequately informed of his relationship
to Palmetto Presbytery or his views on an important theological issue which was the
subject of said complaint; and

WHEREAS, Palmetto Presbytery at its stated meeting of April 25, 1985, felt the
complaint of sufficient merit to unanimously sustain it; and

WHEREAS, the matter of the complaint unanimously sustained by Palmetto Preshytery
was ofaserious theological matter regarding the question of continued revelation; and
WHEREAS, Calvary Presbytery responded to an April 30, 1985, complaint filed by
TE Kenneth Gentry, TE Paul Settle, TE Richard Burguet, and RE Wister Traynham
against Calvary Presbytery (based on the four preceding paragraphs of the present
complaint) by calling a meeting of presbytery for June 6, 1985, at Greenville, South
Carolina, to consider suspending its action of sustaining Rev. Hyer’s exams and to
proceed to re-examine him in the area of continuing revelation; and

WHEREAS, the complaint was upheld by the presbytery and the presbytery did
proceed to re-examine Rev. Hyer on the matter of continuing revelation on June 6,
1985; and

WHEREAS, Rev. Hyer did affirm under examination views of revelation which the
complainants deem to be in clear contradiction to the Westminster Confession of Faith,
the Book of Church Order, and various General Assembly statements (as reproduced
below in; Complaint Supplement: Evidence Against the Sustaining of the Exams of
Rev. William Hyer); and

WHEREAS, a motion to delay final sustaining of Rev. Hyer’s exams until the October,
1985, stated meeting of Calvary Presbytery, before which time Rev. Hyer would meet
with the presbytery Examinations Committee to study and discuss the matter of reve-
lation, was defeated by a recorded vote of 21 to 28; and

WHEREAS, his examination was sustained by a subsequent motion by a recorded
vote of 32 to 15; and

WHEREAS, the complaint material contained in this complaint was fded on June 19,
1985, with the stated clerk of Calvary Presbytery, and was heard and debated at length
at the July 27, 1985, stated meeting of Calvary Presbytery; and

WHEREAS, the complaint was not sustained, by a recorded vote of 42 votes “to not
sustain” to 39 votes “to sustain;”

THEREFORE, we the undersigned complainants do hereby complain to the Fourteenth
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America against the actions of Calvary
Presbytery in sustaining the examination of Rev. William Hyer in that his expressed
theological views (see Complaint Supplement) relative to the matter of continued
revelation are unconstitutional and are fundamentally out of accord with the doctrine
of the Presbyterian Church in America (see Complaint Supplement), and we do hereby
humbly request that the General Assembly review this matter and declare Calvary
Presbytery’s actions of sustaining Rev. Hyer’s theological exams and of receiving him
into the Presbyterian Church in America to be null and void.

Complaint Supplement
Evidence Against the Sustaining of the Exams of Rev. Hyer

(Note: The following quotations which occur in quotation marks are direct statements
from Rev. Hyer made under examination by Calvary Presbytery on June 6, 1985.
These statements are deemed to be of sufficient gravity and import as to demonstrate
a fundamental incompatibility with the doctrinal standards of the Presbyterian Church
in America, as well as other official statements of various assemblies, as will be shown
herein.)
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Select Statements by Rev. Bill Hyer

A.

Item 1: Question: Does the NT gift of prophecy continue in the Church today?
Answer: “There is a valid gifting of prophecy today. | don’t view such as
revelatory, however.”

Item 2: Question: Paul regulates the gift of prophecy in 1Cor. 14:29-31 with
these words: “And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass
judgment. But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, let the first
keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and
all may be exhorted.” Can the sort of situation that Paul speaks of here occur
in the church today? Answer: “It can happen today; it is theoretically possi-
ble....”

Item 3: Question: Since Agabus was a NT order prophet and since in your
view this gift of prophecy continues today, can a situation such as that of
Agabus occur today? Could, for instance, there be a prophecy that a famine
will begin in June of next year in South Carolina? Answer: “A situation of
the order of Agabus could happen today. It is possible. 1 don’t deny that God
can impress upon someone a future event. It has been done in history.... |
personally have not had such a prophecy.”

Item 4: Question: Could God theoretically speak verbally to someone today

through the gift of prophecy? Answer: “l don’t preclude an audible voice
from God, butthatisn’t Scripture .... As farascommunication or avision—no-
thing is impossible with God. He can still speak ... Prophecy will continue

until the Second Coming of Christ in light of 1 Cor. 13.”

PCA Positions on Special Revelation

A.

B.

C.

The PCA affirms that all special revelation by God has ceased, being unneces-

sary due to the finality of Scripture.

1. WCF 11 states, in part, that “the former ways of God’s revealing His
will unto His people (are now) ceased.”

2. 2nd GA “Pastoral Letter” states, in part, that “an experience by which
revelation is received from God is contrary to the finalized character of
revelation in Scripture” (p. 173 2nd GA Minutes) and “revelation was
completed with the closing of the canon in the New Testament era” {lbid.,
p. 174).

Also the PCA further affirms that all gifts and offices that are relative to

revelation-bearing have been withdrawn long ago from the Church.

BCO 7:1 states, in full, that “Under the New Testament, our Lord at first
collected His people out of different nations, and united them to the
household of faith by the ministry of extraordinary officers who received
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit and who were agents by whom God
completed His revelation to His church. Such officers and gifts related
to new revelation have no successors since God completed His revelation
at the conclusion of the Apostolic Age.”

The PCA has declared that to simply affirm a closed canon does not sufficiently

cover the constitutional negations of WCF 1:1 and BCO 7:1.

In the 8th GA Bogue vs. Ascension Presbytery case it was stated that
“simply affirming that the canon is closed, and that supposed new reve-
lations from God add nothing to the deposit of truth already found in
Scripture does not cover all the negations concerning continuing revelation
from God found in WCF 1;1,6 and the BCO 7:1” (8th GA Minutes, p. 93).
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D. The PCA has declared that even the affirming, not just the practicing, of such
a theological position is not permissible.
The 8th General Assembly A Bogue vs. Ascension Preshytery case noted
that “in his trial for ordination before the Presbytery, while indicating
that he himself was not practicing the matter under discussion, Mr. Serio:
(a) affirmed his belief....”
The Unconstitutional Nature of Rev. Hyer’s Position Illustrated
A. Rev. Hyer did affirm that God can give a “communication” today by either
an “audible voice” or a “vision” (see above at point I, D).
1. This contradicts PCA positions covered above under point Il, at A, B,
C, and D.
2. Despite his disavowal that his views constitute “continuing revelation,’
his expansive answers to questions indicated the fact that his position
endorses in essence and principle just that.

B. B. Warfield has observed that the essence of revelation is that of
a communication from God brought by supernatural activity from
without. Note his article in ISBE (IV: 2578-2579): “And beyond this
we have no Scriptural warrant to go on in contrasting one mode of
revelation with another. Dreams may seem to us little fitted to serve
as vehicles of Divine communications. But there is no suggestion in
Scripture that revelations through dreams stand on a lower plan than
any others; and we should not fail to remember that the essential
characteristics of revelations through dreams are shared by allforms
of revelation in which...the images or ideas which fill, or pass in
procession through, the consciousness are determined by some other
power than the recipients own will. ...we should bear in mind that
the intellectual or spiritual quality of a revelation is not derived from
the recipient but from the Divine Giver. Thefundamentalfact in all
revelation is that it isfrom God." And: “Into the natural life of man
God intrudes in a purely supernatural manner, bearing a purely super-
natural communication. In these communications are given accord-
ingly just a series o f‘naked messages of God.’” Further, the "essential
characteristic' of a revelation is that "it comes not by the will of
man butfrom God." Still further: “That which gives to prophecy as
a mode of revelation its place in the category of visions, strictly so
called, and dreams is that it shares with them the distinguishing
characteristic which determines the class. In them all alike the move-
ments of the mind are determined by something extraneous to the
subject’s will....” (Emphases mine, KLG)

B. Rev. Hyer did affirm that the NT gift of prophecy and the NT prophet are
for today (see above point I,A,B,C,D).
1. This is in contradiction to the Confession in that the Biblical function of
the NT prophet and giftof prophecy is clearly revelation-bearing. Note:

a.

Cor. 14:29-31 clearly teaches that the “prophet” is one who has
something “revealed” to him.

Eph. 3:5 states that a certain truth “has now been revealed to His
holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit.”

The Scripture speaks of NT prophets as speaking a special sense the
word of the Holy Spirit. Acts 13:1,2 says, "Now there were at
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Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers.... And
while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said....” Acts 21:9-11 says, “Now this man had four virgin daughters
who were prophetesses. And as we were staying there for some days,
a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. And coming
to us...said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit says....””

d. The prophets are intimately associated with the apostles as of foun-
dational significance to the church, even to the point of being num-
bered immediately after the apostles every time the two are in lists
of gifts, see Eph. 2:20; 3:4-5; 4:11; and 1 Cor. 12:28.

e. The standard Greek NT Lexicons define “prophet” and “revelation”
as used by a prophet as officers and actions related to divine, inspired
revelation, even making reference to the 1 Cor. 14 passage. See:
Thayer, Abbott-Smith, and Amdt-Gingrich.

This view of the revelation-bearing function of the NT prophet and the

gift of prophecy is well-nigh universally held by reformed commentators

and theologians such as John Calvin (1 Cor. 14:6, ad loc); Matthew

Henry (1 Cor. 14:28ff, ad loc); John Gill (1 Cor. 14:30, ad loc); Albert

Barnes (1 Cor. 14:29, ad loc); Charles Hodge (1 Cor. 12:10,28; 13:2;

14:6, ad loc); A. A. Hodge (Acts 2:17, ad loc); Louis Berkhof (Systematic

Theology, p. 358); John Murray (Rom. 12:6, ad loc); Anthony Hoekema

(What About Tongues Speaking?, p. 89-90n); Richard Gaffin (Perspec-

tives on Pentecost, pp. 58-72).

This view of the revelation-bearing function of the NT prophet and the

gift of prophecy is well attested even among major non-Reformed schol-

ars. See Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown (1 Cor. 14:1, ad loc); Schaff-Her-
zog (Encyclopedia ofReligious Knowledge, 111: 1940); International Stan-
dard Bible Encyclopedia (1V:2459); George Eldon Ladd (NT Theology,

pp. 234, 236, 253).

Respectfully submitted,

TE
TE
TE
TE
TE
RE

Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. TE Steve Bostrom

Jack Giddings TE Shelton Sanford
PaulG. Settle TE R. Grady Love
Charles Champion RE Owen Uldrick

H. Wallace Tinsley, Jr. RE Thomas M. Hope, Sr

John R. Anderson

ADJUDICATION OF CASE #1

Statement of the Facts

A.

1.

Summary of Actions

On April 25, 1985 Calvary Presbytery sustained trials for reception as a
member of Presbytery of Mr. William Hyer, formerly a minister of the Chris-
tian and Missionary Alliance Church. Some, but notall, members of Preshytery
and Presbytery’s Examination Committee were aware of an unresolved com-
plaint against Mr. Hyer’s licensure (January, 1985) in Palmetto Presbytery.
All parties grant there was no duplicity, no intention of hiding anything from
Presbytery or Presbytery’s committee. All grant that Mr. Hyer performed
exceptionally well on the examination.



JOURNAL 229

Complaint of April 30, 1985 against Calvary Presbytery’s action of April 25,
1985 in sustaining the examination was sustained by Presbytery at a called
meeting June 6, 1985. Mr. Hyer was re-examined at length “on his views of
Theology..., revelation, Scripture, and the gift of prophecy” (Minutes of
Calvary Presbytery, June 6, 1985). The examination was sustained by a two
to one majority.

Complaint of June 19, 1985 against the June 6, 1985 action of Calvary
Presbytery in sustaining the exam was not sustained by Presbytery at its stated
meeting of July 27, 1985. Complainants informed Presbytery of their intention
to complain to the General Assembly.

Summary of views of Mr. William Hyer on the matter in question:

He affirmed that, while the gift given to the apostles and prophets to convey
authoritative, canonical, special revelation has ceased, there remains acontinu-
ing New Testament gift of prophecy which does not have canonical authority
and there is the possibility of revelation today from God.

He denies that such prophecy or revelation today has canonical authority or
authority to bind the conscience.

He affirms that the canon is closed, and that Scriptural revelation is full,
complete, supreme, final.

He affirms that any prophecy or revelation today must be tested by and
submitted to Scripture.

Note: No issues pertaining to tongues or the interpretation of tongues were brought to
this commission by either complainants or respondents.

Il. Statement of the Issues

A.

B.
C.

What are Mr. Hyer’s views concerning revelation and prophecy today? (Sum-
marized in 1.B. above.)

Are Mr. Hyer's views in accordance with the Constitution of the Church?
Did Calvary Presbytery err in sustaining Mr. Hyer’stheological examination?

I11. Judgment of the Case

A.

V.

Specifications of error

Calvary Presbytery was in error in sustaining the examination of Mr. William
Hyer and receiving him as a member of Presbytery, in that his expressed
theological views relative to the matter of continual revelation are unconstitu-
tional and are fundamentally out of accord with the doctrine of the Presbyterian
Church in America.

Amends

To annul that portion of the theological examination of Mr. Hyer by Calvary
Presbytery which deals with revelation (thus suspending Presbytery's action
in his reception) and to instruct Calvary Presbytery:

to counsel with Mr. Hyer in an effort to bring his views in the area of revelation
into conformity with the Constitutional Standards of the PCA;

to re-examine Mr. Hyer on the issue in question to determine whether his
views have been brought into accord with the Constitutional Standards;

to report to the 15th General Assembly through the Assembly’s Committee
on Review and Control.

Explanatory Opinion

The Westminster Confession of Faith states in Chapter | Section I. "those former ways
of God’s revealing His will unto His people being now ceased.” This closing statement
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is very strong and teaches that all means by which God verbally communicated with
His people have ceased. The text appealed to is Hebrews 1:1,2. Thus Scripture would
teach us that those ways by which God formerly revealed His will by dreams, visions,
prophecy, voice, etc. are now ceased.

The Westminster Confession of Faith 1:VI does not teach and should not be construed
as allowing for continuing revelation, but sets forth the sufficiency of Scripture. Thus
this section may not be appealed to in order to support the notion of continuing
revelation. That in which we are to rest is none other than the Holy Spirit speaking
in the Scripture, WCF 1:X. Book of Church Order 7-1, “Under the New Testament,
our Lord at first collected His people out of different nations, and united them to the
household of faith by the ministry of extraordinary officers who received extraordinary
gifts of the Spirit and who were agents by whom God completed His revelation to His
church. Such officers and gifts related to new revelation have no successors since God
completed His revelation at the conclusion of the Apostolic Age.”-

The Constitutional Standards of the PCA do not allow for atype of continuing revelation
that is not canonical Scripture (which is complete) but is more than mere illumination
and providence; a type of non-authoritative, non-canonical, new revelation.

V. Commendation

The Commission wishes to commend the amiable and Christlike Spirit evidenced by
both complainants and respondents. The members of this Commission entertain good
hope to hear that Mr. Hyer and the members of Calvary Presbytery are walking together
in the full light of God's truth. Adopted

Members of Commission:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Scott Reiber, Central Georgia C. E. Hornsby, Warrior

Bill Dever, SE Alabama Bob Steadman, Siouxlands

Erwin Morrison, Philadelphia Howard Elems, Central Florida

Allan Story, New Jersey, Chairman Charles Roberts, Grace

Dale Smith, North Texas Frank Brock, Tennessee Valley

Brent Bradley, Westminster O. H. Smith, GulfCoast

James Meek, Louisiana, Clerk Robert Liken, Philadelphia
DISSENT

The undersigned respectfully dissent from the action of the Commission of the 14th General Assembly to
adjudicate Case #1, Complaint of Gentry, et al. vs. Calvary Presbytery.
Grounds:
1. While Mr. Hyer's views as presented to the Commission may be out of accord with the Constitution
of the Church, we do not believe his views are sufficiently serious and sufficiently out of accord that Calvary
Presbytery erred in receiving him as a minister in the Presbyterian Church in America. Mr. Hyer has clearly
affirmed these fundamentals we all wish to affirm and must affirm to protect the authority, supremacy and
finality of Scripture:
a. Heaffirms that the canon isclosed, and that Scriptural revelation is full, complete, supreme, final.
b. He denies that any prophecy or revelation today has canonical authority or authority to bind the
conscience.
c. He affirms that any purported prophecy or revelation today must be li sted by and submitted to
Scripture.
2. Neither this commission nor the General Assembly have been in a position knowledgeably to overturn
the action of Calvary Presbytery.
a. The commission did not believe it could properly examine Mr. Hyer himself, as he was neither
complainant nor respondent in the case. No transcript or record of Presbytery's detailed exami-
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nation of Mr. Hyer exists for the commission to examine. A brief paper by Mr. Hyer was
presented to the commission by the respondents. Members of the commission repeatedly expressed
frustration with our inability to pose questions of Mr. Hyer himself in order to clear up points
on which we remained uncertain,

b. Presbytery, on the other hand, devoted nearly three hours to a close examination of Mr. Hyer’s
views on these issues. This examination of June 6. 1985, focusing on these issues, was sustained
by a 32-15 vote of the Presbytery.

TE James A. Meek
RE Robert Liken
RE Howard Elems

ANSWER TO DISSENT

1) The majority concur with the opinion of the Judicial Commission of the Eighth General Assembly in

Bogue, el al. vs. Presbytery of the Ascension:
"The Commission judges that simply affirming that the canon is closed, and that supposed new
revelations from God add nothing to the deposit of truth already found in Scripture does not cover all
the negations concerning continuing revelation from God found in the WCF I, 1,6, and the BCO 7-1.
These statements of the standards also negate the idea that any extraordinary ways still continue in
addition to Scripture as ways by which God verbally uncovers His will to His people.” (Minutes, 8th
General Assembly, 8-63)

2) The majority of the commission believes that the record was sufficiently explicit to show that Mr. Hyer

was out of accord with the standards.

Minutes of the Commission to Deal with Judicial Case #1,
Complaint of Gentry et al. vs. Calvary Presbytery

The commission to adjudicate Case #1 convened at 5:40 p.m. June 24. 1986, Room #25, Academy of
Music, Philadelphia, and was called to order by the Convener, TE Dale Smith, who led in prayer.

TE Palmer Robertson was elected chairman by acclamation.

TE James Meek was elected clerk by acclamation.

A quorum of the commission was determined to be present. Roll: Teaching Elders Robertson, Reiber,
Dever, Morrison, Storey, Smith, Bradley, and Meek; Ruling Elders Homsby, Steadman, Elems. Roberts.
Smith, and Robeson.

C/C to recess until 10:00 a.m. June 25, 1986, with parties asked to appear at 10:30 a.m. TE Morrison
led in prayer.

The commission was called to order at 10:13 a.m. on June 25, 1986 by the chairman. TE Brent Bradley
led in prayer.

C/C to permit TE Palmer Robertson and RE Ed Robeson to withdraw from the commission for personal
reasons. Alternate Tim Fortner was seated as a commission member.

TE Smith was appointed as temporary chairman.

TE Storey was elected chairman.

M/S/C to dismiss TE Fortner due to previous acquaintance with the case.

C/C RE Robert Liken (alternate) was seated as a full member of the commission.

The roll was again read and a quorum was certified by the clerk. The roll of complainants, respondents,
and visitors was recorded: Teaching Elders Robertson, Reiber, Dever, Morrison, Storey, Smith, Bradley,
Meek, and Fortner; Ruling Elders Homsby, Steadman, Elems, Roberts. Smith, Brock, and Liken; Comp-
lainants Gentry, Settle, and Tinsley; Respondents Cross, Wiest, and Alexander; Mr. William Hyer; Visitor
TE Jim Hutchens.

Chairman Storey declared that the commission was about to pass to the judgment of the case.

TE Dever led the commission in prayer.

Complainants and Respondents concurred that the record need not be read aloud.

Complainants and Respondents concurred in the accuracy of the record.

Complainants and Respondents presented opening arguments.

M/S/C to reconvene at 2:00 p.m.

The chairman exhorted the commission not to discuss the case with others.

M/S/C to authorize complainants and respondents in this case to use the resources of the clerk's office
for needed copies and to inquire regarding reimbursement for materials already privately printed.

M/S/C to recess. TE Smith led in prayer.

The commission to adjudicate case # | was called to order at 2:15 p. m. June 25. 1986 by the chairman.
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TE Dever led in prayer.

Roll: Teaching Elders Reiber. Dever, Morrison, Storey, Smith. Bradley, and Meek; Ruling Elders
Hornsby. Steadman. Elems, Roberts, Smith, Brock, and Liken; Complainants Gentry, Settle, and Tinsley;
Respondents Cross, Wiest, and Alexander; Mr. William Hycr.

The commission posed questions of complainants and respondents for clarification.

The chairman ordered a five-minute recess.

The commission reconvened.

TE Vaughn Hathaway was present to offer advice answering commissioners' questions concerning the
appropriateness of posing questions to Mr. Hyer.

TE Hathaway excused.

M/S/C to dismiss complainants and respondents until 9:00 a.m. June 26, 1986.

M/S/C that we discuss specifications one by one with Mr. Hyer's responses before considering whether
to ask the Assembly if we may question Mr Hyer.

M/S/C to recess at 5:35 p.m. and reconvene at 7:30 p.m. Members Hornsby, Morrison, and Brock
excused from the evening session as the commission will merely be perfecting questions to be directed to
the respondents.

The commission to adjudicate case #1 was called to orderat 7:45 p.m. June 25. 1986 by the chairman.

RE Hornsby led in prayer.

Roll of members present: Teaching Elders Reiber. Dever, Storey. Smith, Bradley, and Meek; Ruling
Elders Hornsby, Steadman. Roberts, Smith, and Liken.

Members of the commission attempted to refine questions to be posed.

Recess to reconvene in front of Tenth Presbyterian Church at the conclusion of Dr. Koop's address in
the morning.

The commission recessed at 8:45 p.m. Chairman Storey led in prayer.

The commission to adjudicate case #1 convened at 9:30 a.m. June 26. 1986 at Tenth Presbyterian
Church and was called to order by the chairman. RE Glass led in prayer.

Roll: Teaching Elders Reiber. Dever. Morrison. Storey, Smith, Bradley, and Meek; Ruling Elders
Hornsby. Steadman, Elems, Roberts, Smith, Brock, and Liken: Complainants Gentry. Settle, and Tinsley:
Respondents Cross, Wiest. and Alexander: Mr. William Hyer.

Members of the commission posed questions for clarification of complainants and respondents.

M/S/C to move immediately to closing arguments with proviso that the clerk be allowed to clarify some
wording of the final report.

The chairman ordered a five-minute recess, after which the commission reconvened.

Respondents and complainants presented closing arguments.

C/C to dismiss complainants and respondents and recess until 1:30 p.m. TE Meek led in prayer.

The commission to adjudicate case #1 convened at Tenth Presbyterian Church at 1:45 p.m. and was
called to order by the chairman.

RE Roberts led in prayer.

Roll: Teaching Elders Reiber, Dever. Morrison, Storey. Smith. Bradley, and Meek; Ruling Elders
Hornsby. Steadman. Elems, Roberts. Smith, and Liken.

The commission proceeded to discuss and consider the merits of the case.

M/S/C thateach memberof the commission be limited to three minutes for initial comments at this time.

The chairman ordered that the commission was ready to proceed to RAO X, A, 13.

The chairman ordered a brief recess.

Specifications of error
Calvary Presbytery was in error in sustaining the examination of Mr. William Hyer and receiving him
as a member of Presbytery, in that his expressed theological views relative to the matter of continued
revelation are unconstitutional and are fundamentally out of accord with the doctrine of the Presbyterian
Church in America 8-5-0
Amends
To annul that portion of the theological examination of Mr. Hyer by Calvary Presbytery which deals
with revelation (thus suspending Calvary Presbytery's action in his reception) and to instruct Calvary
Presbytery:
1) to counsel with Mr Hyer in an effort to bring his views in the area of revelation into conformity
with the Constitutional Standards of the PCA;
2) to re-examine Mr Hyer on the issue in question to determine whether his views have been
brought into accord with the Constitutional Standards;
3) to report to the 15th General Assembly through the Assembly's Committee on Review and Control.
C'C to recess at 4:30 until 8:00 p.m. in Room #25 in the Academy of Music.
The commission to adjudicate case #1 convened at 8:05 p.m. at the Academy of Music and was called
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to order by the chairman.
RE Smith led in prayer.
Roll: Teaching Elders Reiber, Dever. Morrison, Storey, Smith, Bradley, and Meek; Ruling Elders
Steadman, Elems, Roberts. Smith, and Liken.
M/S/C to approve the proposed report as amended.
M/S/C to receive the dissent offered by TE Meek, el at.
M/S/C to answer the dissent and that the answer be appended to the report.
TE Dale Smith was elected by acclamation to present the report of the commission, with TE Morrison
as alternate.
M/S/C to approve the minutes as amended with thanks to the clerk.
M/S/C to adjoum at 10:00 p.m.
TE Storey led in prayer.
Respectfully submitted.
James G. Meek, clerk
Attested: F. Allen Storey, Jr., chairman

The following negative votes were recorded:

Tom Leopard Harry D. Long
Jonathan Seda S. James Bachmann, Jr.
Peter R. Vaughn Howard E. Elems
Stuart Sacks Robert B. Louthan
Hugh S. Powlison Howard McPhee
Michael Goheen Robert McPherson

TE Don Codling requested that his negative vote be recorded for the following reason: The conclusion
that every form of special revelation ceased with the apostolic age cannot be sustained without adding to
the Scriptures, which is contrary both to our Confession and the Scriptures.

The Minutes of the Commission were approved.

14-92 Reading of the Minutes
A motion was made to allow the Stated Clerk and the two recording clerks to
review and approve the Minutes for publication. Adopted

14-93 Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the court, the Assembly voted to
adjoum. The Moderator declared the court adjourned at 3:55 p.m.. to meet again in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 15-19, 1987. Following the singing of the hymn "All
For Jesus” and Psalm 133, TE Frank Barker pronounced the benediction.

14-94 Excuses from Part of the Assembly
The following commissioners filed excuses for absence from a portion of the
Assembly as indicated:
Sandy Willson
Wednesday, June 25, 1986

p.m. Joseph Ryan
Thursday, June 26, 1986

10:30 a.m. Mitchell Byers Dewey D. Murphy

2:30p.m. Robert Ackley

3:15p.m. John Hoogstrate

4:40 p.m. Jimmy Lyons

5:00p.m. Edward T. Noe H. L. Smith

5:30p.m. George R. Bragdon David R. Brown
LeonardG. Brown Edmund P. Clowney
Paul R. Gilchrist Jim Richwine

Carroll Wynne
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7:00p.m.
11:00p.m.
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David Hall
Will Metzger

lay, June 27, 1986

a.m.

7:30a.m.
9:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

10:30a.m.
11:00a.m.

11:20 a.m.
11:30a.m.
noon

12:15a.m.
12:40 a.m.
1:00p.m.
1:30p.m.
1:45 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:15p.m.
2:30p.m.

3:30p.m.

4:10p.m.

Bob Ashbaugh
David Karlberg
James Perry

D. K. Ream III
Kennedy Smartt
Jeff Rakes

William A. Fox, Jr.
Richard Chewning
William F. Joseph Il
Charles W. Hainline
Randy Kinbrough

John M. McArthur, Jr.

Ted Lester
Raymond B. Fell
Robert Auffarth
Gerry Coffee
Calvin Frett

John Hall

Henry S. Thigpen
Mike Waddell
Charles Winckler
William W. Maxim
Timothy B. Dobbins
Howard C. Kelley
W illiam S. Henderson
W illiam McColley
Thomas Waldecker

Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr.

Paul H. Alexander
Daniel G. Osborne
Jim Bland

John McNicoll
Terry Jones

Robert Severin

Charles G. DeBardeleben

K. Eric Perrin
Nick E. Protos
Shelton P. Sanford
Joe A. Wolfe

Taylor McGown
Doug Griffith
Terry Traylor
JohnC. Ropp, Jr.
Gregory E. Mott
Randall Yelverton

Paul G. Settle
George B. Brengle
Russell R. Doig
Thomas Gregory
Donald H. Post, Jr.
JohnL. Vance
Loren V. Watson

Ric Raines
John Woll

Lloyd B. Moore

Thomas Fortney
Donald Vos
George Stulac
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PART Il

APPENDICES

The Appendices include the Reports of the Permanent Committees as originally
submitted to the General Assembly, except where the text may have been amended
by the Assembly. The recommendations in this section are those originally submitted
by the Permanent Committees, and may not have been adopted by the Assembly. See
the reports of the Committee of Commissioners for each of the respective committees
to find the recommendations as they were adopted by the Assembly.

The budgets as approved by the Assembly are found in Appendix C, p. 274
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APPENDIX A

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCTION
The Stated Clerk desires to express His thanks to God and to the Church for permitting him to serve
in this capacity since the beginning of the Presbyterian Church in America.

I DUTIES OF THE CLERK REVIEWED

The functions of the Stated Clerk's office, include the preparation, publication and circulation of the
Commissioner’s Handbook, the publishing of the Minutes of the General Assembly, and the gathering and
publishing of the statistical and other information in the annual Yearbook. This year we were able to publish
the Minutes early in the Fall, thus enabling us to work on the Yearbook during the Winter and the Handbook
during the spring. In addition to these three regular publications, a Digest of Assembly Minutes has been
prepared this year. It is the hope of the Clerk that this will have been published by the time of the Assembly
meeting.

The Minutes were sent to all churches in October as the means of complying with the Thirteenth
Assembly directive that certain reports be circulated to the Church. In addition to the preparation and mailing
of the regular Handbook, the Clerk's Office was directed to send to all churches, the Ad Interim Report
on the General Assembly 90 days before the Assembly. This was done by bulk mail a week before the 90
day deadline.

In addition to these publishing duties, the Stated Clerk’s Office has the responsibility of handling the
ministerial data forms for the denomination. At the direction of the Thirteenth Genera] Assembly, a manual
for churches seeking pastors has been prepared, and is currently in use by churches seeking pastors. A
church profile form has also been prepared, which enables the office to make use of a computer in matching
the type of minister desired with the ministerial data forms. This has greatly expedited the task of the office
in this area.

One of the time consuming tasks for the Clerk this year has been his involvement as a member of the
Sub-committee on Computing. This committee has met a number of times, seeking to work out a coordinated
approach to computing for the various committees and agencies of the Assembly. One of the benefits that
has come to the Clerk's office has been the uniformity of word processing by most of the offices. This
means that the reports can all be submitted on diskettes, and not have to be retyped by the Stated Clerk's
Office The transfer of this data to the printer for typesetting, also saves time and effort in this area.

The Clerk's Office keeps the primary mailing list for ministers and churches updated in the computer.
It is hoped that this can eventually relieve other offices from having to duplicate this task as they come on
line with the central computer.

The Assembly will be interested in knowing that the use of computers by the Clerk's Office has enabled
this Office to cut down on the number of permanent and part time secretaries that it uses.

Other regular duties of the Stated Clerk are his assignment to sit as a member of the Interchurch Relations
Committee, and as a member of the Assembly Arrangements Committee. He also sits as an advisor to the
Committee on Administration, and to the Committee on Judicial Business.

The Clerk's Office also has the responsibility of preserving the records of the various Assembly Com-
mittees and Agencies. This it does through the PCA Archives, which are presently housed at Covenant
Theological Seminary. (See Attachment A for the report of the Archives.)

1. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

In addition to these regular duties the Clerk, in accord with his call to the office, which specified that
he may write and teach as time permits (M5GA, 5-7, Ill, 4. p. 79), has been involved in both sorts of
activities. He has served as an adjunct faculty member at Covenant Theological Seminary, teaching a course
on the Westminster Standards in the Fall term, and one on Apologetics at the Winter Interterm. He also
completed an introductory book on Christian doctrine for the Great Commission Publications. A series of
20 half hour video tapes on the Westminster Standards together with accompanying study guides was
prepared for the Committee on Christian Education and Publications.

The Clerk has consulted with the group that is setting up the new Thomwcll Theological Seminary in
Greenville. South Carolina, to serve our church in the southeast. He expects to teach some courses for this
institution as an adjunct faculty member as time permits.
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. STATISTICS

The Clerk reports that the Yearbook was delayed two months due to the slowness of some churches in
reporting their statistics. The Committee on Administration has directed that the Clerk report to the Assembly
those churches, who have failed to respond in time for publication (Deadline was extended from January
31st to March 31st) to the request of the Assembly for statistical reports.

They are as follows:

Calvary
Zion, Chester, SC
Liberty Springs, Cross Hill, SC
Center Point, Moore, SC
Mountville, Mountville, SC
Central Carolina
Second Street, Albemarle, NC
Westminster Reformed, Concord, NC
Central Georgia
Americus, Americus, GA
First, Sandersville, GA
Hull Memorial, Savannah, GA
Westminster, Valdosta, GA
Covenant
First, Clarendon, AR
Ragland Memorial. Forrest City, AR
Grace, Germantown, TN
Grenada, Grenada, MS
Houston, Houston, MS
Itta Bena, Itta Bena, MS
Morgan City, Morgan City, MS
College Hill, Oxford, MS
Reformed, Pontotoc. MS
Delmarva
Forest Park, Baltimore, MD
Eastern Canada
Covenant Reformed. Newcastle, NB
Evangel
Briarwood, Birmingham. AL
Reformed Heritage. Birmingham, AL
Community, Huntsville, AL
First, Russellville, AL
Grace
Sleigo, Collins. MS
Ellisville, Ellisville. MS
Charles M. Anderson Memorial, Gloster, MS
Liberty, Liberty, MS
Monticello, Monticello, MS
Oldenburg. Oldenburg, MS
Great Lakes
Trinity, Columbus, OH
Gulf Coast
Wallace Memorial, Panama City, FL
New Philadelphia, Quincy, FL
Illiana
Reformed. Cutler, IL
James River
Sycamore, Midlothian, VA
Calvin. Richmond. VA
New Covenant. Virginia Beach, VA
Korean Eastern
Korean Central. Baltimore, MD

Korean Bethel, Chicago, IL
Livingston Korean, Elizabeth, NJ
New Life of Philadelphia, Glenside, PA
First Korean of N. Penn, Lansdale, PA
Union Korean, Newport News, VA
Korean Central, Vienna, VA
Korean Southwest
The Korean First, Colorado Springs, CO
Korean Dallas, Dallas, TX
Asia, Los Angeles, CA
Rokwon, Norwalk, CA
Ontario Central, Ontario, CA
W estminster, Placentia, CA
Korean Peniel, San Jose, CA
Korean Glory, San Jose, CA
Louisiana
Atchafalaya, Melville, LA
Mississippi Valley
Smyrna, Kosciusko, MS
Carolina, Madden, MS
New Jersey
Evangelical, Mt. Laurel, NJ
Ventnor. Ventnor, NJ
New River
Pliny, Pliny, WV
Friendship, Princeton, WV
North Texas
Colleyville, Colleyville, TX
Northern Illinois
Grace, Wheaton, IL
Oklahoma
Heritage Reformed, Oklahoma City, OK
Calvary, Stilwell, OK
Pacific
Valley, Sepulveda, CA
Pacific Northwest
Covenant, Issaquah, WA
Liberty Bay, Poulsbo, WA
Palmetto
Heritage, West Columbia, SC
Philadelphia
Lansdale, Lansdale, PA
Peace Chapel, Warminster, PA
Calvary, Willow Grove, PA
Korean Saints. Willow Grove, PA
South Texas
Covenant, Beaumont, TX
Heritage. Corpus Christi, TX
Southeast Alabama
l.owndcshoro. Lowndesboro, AL
Southern Florida
Seacrest Boulevard. Delray Beach. FL
W estminster, Fort Myers, FL
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Warrior W estern Carolina
Akron, Akron. AL Hazelwood, Hazelwood, NC
Oxford, Cuba, AL Frank, Newland, NC
First, Eutaw, AL W estminster
Faunsdale, Faunsdale, AL King Memorial. Bristol, VA
Gainesville, Gainesville, AL Lippincott. Bristol, VA
First, Greensboro, AL Total of 87 churches not reporting

Thismeans that of a total of 888 churches wehave reportsof 801churches, or 90%. When the  statistics
of a large church are missing it detracts from the valueof the reports for statisticalstudies. The statistics
show the following:

Communicant members 151,570
Ministers 1,657

Total 153,227
Non-communicant members 27.165
Churches 888
Total receipts $124,647,668
Total benevolent disbursements $33,315,873
Total all disbursements $121,431,190

V. SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE COA SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE STATED

CLERK’S OFFICE
1. Affirmed the principle that the hiring and supervision of the Archives Office, including its budget
oversight are under the Stated Clerk, and that contact with the Archives should be through the Stated
Clerk. The accountant shall keep the Stated Clerk currently appraised of the financial status of the
Office of the Stated Clerk, and the Clerk is to communicate the expenditures and budgeting of the
Archives to the Coordinator.
2. That the COA erect an Advisory Sub committee of five persons to meet with the Stated Clerk
and Archivist in order to review the current progress of the development and work of the Archives,
and to give counsel and advice on planning for the future. This Sub-committee is to meet at least
annually, to report to the COA through the Stated Clerk's Report.
This Sub-committee is made up of the following persons:

TE George W. Knight Ill, member of the COA, Chairman

RE Joseph Hall, Librarian of Covenant Seminary, Secretary

Miss Lannae Graham. Professional Archivist

RP1J. Ligon Duncan, Jr.. publisher of historical material
3. Authorized the printing and mailing of the 1985 Minutes. These Minutes are to be distributed to
the Stated Clerks of all Sessions, to all Teaching Elders registered at the 1985 General Assembly,
to all Stated Clerks of Presbyteries, if not otherwise receiving a copy, and to Committees and
Agencies of the PCA. Funds for this are to be taken from the surplus registration fees from the 1985
General Assembly.
4. Authorized the typesetting and publishing of the Digest of General Assembly Minutes. The Stated
Clerk, by use of mailings and the Messenger, shall advertise pre-publication subscription of the
Digest at $15 per copy. Those who subscribe shall receive, at a nominal cost, annual updates.
5. Adopted a position in contradistinction to the proposal of the COA staff, that since the Stated
Clerk is an officer of the General Assembly, and in accordance with the Bylaws Il1l, 3 and RAO
11, 3.2, he is answerable to the COA directly and is not under any Coordinator. It is important for
the Ad-Interim Committee to understand that we believe that this principle is the historical perspective
of the PCA. and that it should be maintained in all restructuring of the Assembly. Furthermore, the
Ad-Interim Committee is encouraged to study the historical background of the office of the Stated
Clerk in American Presbyterianism and the present structures of NAPARC Churches.
6. Accepted the use of Morton Smith’s personal Lanier word processor, during the past 39 months,
as a more than adequate repayment of the indebtedness he incurred several years ago due to a COA
accounting error.
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V. REPORT ON THE VOTES ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BOOK OF CHURCH
ORDER

Attachment C contains the record of the preshytery votes on the proposed amendments to the Book of
Church Order. It takes two thirds or 27 of the Presbyteries to approve a BCO amendment. The following
summarizes the votes as of April 30, 1986:

1. Item 1 31-3
Item 2 34-1
3 Item 3 29-6
4 Item 4 27-8
5. Item 5 34-1
6. Item 6 33-2
7 Item 7 34-1
8 Item 8 34-1
9. Item 9 23-12
10. Item 10 35-0
11. Item 11 29-6
12. Item 12 22-13
13. Item 13 28-7
14. Item 14 26-7

V. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STATED CLERK
(Note: These come to the Assembly from the Committee on Administration, and are to be presented
to the Assembly through the Committee of Commissioners on Administration. See Recommendations
27-30. p. 251.)

ATTACHMENT A

REPORT OF THE ARCHIVES TO THE
FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

1. Archives StafT: Three staff members have served in the archives on a half-time basis since July
1985. Acting Director, Randy McGuire, oversees staff operations, trains and supervises student
workers and volunteers, corresponds with church historians and carries out fund-raising activities.
Administrative Secretary, Leona Steele, manages routine business operations, bookkeeping, adminis-
trative correspondence and acts as receptionist. Church History Secretary, Susan Starnes, types
church history correspondence, answers routine requests for acid-free paper and promotional brochures
and transcribes oral interview tapes.

2. Student Workers: We are very fortunate to have highly-motivated, well-informed seminary students
available to help with the heavy work load. Lee Larkin, Church History Assistant, was a professional
archivist before attending Covenant Seminary He is responsible for accessioning all documents
received by the archives and for processing church history materials sent in by church historians.
Stan Tyvoll, Special Project Assistant, is a Th.M. student, presently writing his thesis on the
epistemology of Dr. Gordon Clark. Stan has been chosen by Dr. Clark's family to process the Clark
papers, which have recently been loaned to the archives. Other student workers assisting the staff
in 1985 were D. Alan Calhoun and Eric Duble, who helped process hundreds of local church history
collections, and G. Thomas Hunter, who organized the mass of books and periodicals in our historical
library. A deep debt of gratitude is owed to all of these young men who have served us far beyond
the minimal compensation they have received for their work.

3. Archives Volunteers: A number of ladies have volunteered time each week to assist in processing
our records collections. Mrs. Florence Graham spends two full days per week processing the volumin-
ous correspondence and financial records of the COA. Mrs. Ruth Schauffele spent her full time
during Fall Semester sorting and arranging portions of the J Oliver Buswell papers while her husband
taught at the Seminary. Mrs. Linda Merrick spends four hours per week processing the early pastoral
papers of Francis Schaeffer. And Mrs. La Verne Rayburn, wife of former Seminary President Robert
Rayburn, contributes four hours each week to organizing records having to do with the early
development of Covenant Seminary.

4. Archives Committee: At the September 1985 meeting of the COA. an archives subcommittee was
appointed to oversee the operation of the archives. TE George Knight Il was appointed chairman.
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RE. Joseph Hall, secretary, and Mr. Ligon Duncan, Jr. and Miss Lannae Graham serve as members
of the committee. The committee met in October 1985, January 1986 and held a conference call in
March 1986 to prepare a 1986-87 budget proposal and to draft an archives position paper for
submission to General Assembly and printing in pamphlet form (see Attachment B).

5. Publicity: In December 1985, two brochures were printed. The first, entitled “PCA Historical
Archives,” provides a basic introduction to the operations, services and holdings of the archives.
The second, entitled “Writing Church History,” is a step-by-step-guideline to assist church historians
in writing their annual histories. A letter was sent to the pastors of each congregation in the PCA.
along with copies of the brochures, to acquaint them with our services, to encourage participation
in the Church History Program and to solicit their financial support. We are also sending out a
quarterly newsletter to pastors, historians and other interested persons to keep them up-to-date with
developments in the archives.

6. Services: The primary function of the archives is to preserve and make available for reference the
official records of the PCA's committees and agencies. Processing has so far concentrated on the
COA records, but other committee records will be processed as workers are added to the staff. It
is important that committee and agency staff members become familiar with the guidelines for records
management which were adopted by the 1984 General Assembly. The second major function of the
archives is the administration of the Church History Program. This is the service which tends to
dominate our daily activities. During the past several months many church histories have been
received and numerous requests for assistance have been filled. Personal responses to the needs of
church historians have heightened participation in this program.

7. Acquisitions: Several major document collections were acquired during the past year. The family
of the late Dr. Gordon Clark loaned the personal papers of Dr. Clark to the archives for the purpose
of processing and duplicating. When processing is completed, three collections of Clark's papers
will be available for research at different locations. The cost of processing these papers is being
borne by Rev. and Mrs. Wyatt George of Murphysboro, Illinois. The second body of papers are
those of long-time missionary to Japan, Rev. William A. Mcllwaine. Thirty boxes of materials,
covering a span of some 100 years (including the ministry of his father, W. B. Mcllwaine), are
contained in these records. These, along with the papers of Rev. and Mrs. James McAlpine, already
held by the archives, will form a very crucial record of early Preshyterian missions in Japan. In
March 1986, 210cubic feet of correspondence, reports and financial records of MTW were transferred
to the archives from Atlanta. These, together with the records of all other PCA agencies and
committees, provide a continuous, detailed record of PCA denominational operations from its incep-
tion in 1973 through the end of 1982.

8. Operating Budget: As a result of the appeals mentioned above and special appeals for support from
the Stated Clerk, receipts have been up significantly in the past quarter. Expenses have remained
within the approved budget for 1985-86. The women's 1985 Love Gift, which was designated for
support of the archives, has exceeded $55,000. The proposed archives budget for FY 1986-87 was
approved by the COA for submission to General Assembly.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy McGuire. Acting Director
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ATTACHMENT B

ARCHIVES POSITION PAPER
PRESENT STATUS AND FUTURE NEEDS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ARCHIVES OF THE

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
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INTRODUCTION

Archives. For many people, the word conjures up visions of piles of old stuff: leather-bound books,
wrinkled and yellowing documents, and assorted odd museum pieces, all covered with a substantial layer
of dust and occasionally molded, stacked up in untidy mounds waiting for someone to come around once
every ten years or so to look through it and laugh at the funny old pictures. There is nothing in this vision
to indicate that any of the material would be useful for anything except to satisfy idle curiosity, or to keep
some eccentric scholar busy up in his ivory tower.

If that were an accurate description of what archives are all about, the Presbyterian Church in America
would have absolutely no business having one. But a modem archives is much more than a place to put
Oid things out of the way; it is a vital part of any healthy organization; a place where history comes alive
to serve the present; where the individual Christian witness of PCA members can remain alive and effective,
long after they have gone Home.

ARCHIVES IN THE BIBLE

There is a good deal of precedent for the role of archives in the Bible. The word “remember"” in its
various forms occurs over two hundred times in the Old and New Testaments, and the command for the
Lord's people not to forget is issued forty-three times. The Lord wants His people to remember: their
mistakes, so they might avoid falling into the same trap twice; the faithfulness of the saints who have gone
before them, for encouragement and inspiration; and especially to remember the Lord’s covenant with his
people, and His mighty acts in their behalf.

In Exodus 16:32-33, Numbers 17:10, and Deuteronomy 10:2, the Lord specifically instructed Moses to
put a jar of manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the Ten Commandments into the Ark of
the Covenant, as a testimony: the first collection of religious archives and museum material. “And thou
shalt put into the ark the testimony which | shall give thee.” Exodus 25:16.

On several occasions, the Lord instructed His people to set up a memorial to help them remember, most
notably in Joshua 4:1-7, when he told them to take stones out of the bed of the Jordan River after they had
crossed over into the Promised Land as the Lord held back the waters. "That this may be a sign among
you, that, when your children ask in time to come, saying. What mean ye by these stones? then ye shall
say unto them. Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord;
when it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a
memorial unto the children of Israel forever.”

There is also an illustration of the practical uses of archives in the Bible. In the book of Ezra, in the
fifth and sixth chapters, is the account of the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem after the Babylonian
captivity. Enemies of the reconstruction effort successfully halted the work for a number of years by
questioning whether Zerubbabel and Joshua had any authority to rebuild the temple. Zerubbabel tried to
explain that they had been commanded to rebuild it by the Emperor Cyrus, but as that gentleman was now
dead, he could not be appealed to in person. The Jews appealed to the Babylonian governor of the province,
who in tum wrote to the current Emperor, Darius. Darius had somebody go down to the royal archives,
where they found the original scroll containing the decree Cyrus had issued so many years before, commanding
that the temple in Jerusalem be rebuilt. The protests against the work were shown to be unfounded, and
the reconstruction was completed.
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The Israelites also had documentary archives other than the contents of the Ark. There are several
references in the Old Testament to chronicles of the history of Israel, which unfortunately have not all been
preserved for the benefit of modem generations; parts of some of them have been unearthed in archaeological
excavations in and around Qumran, however. Some of these Chronicles are: The Book of Nathan the
Prophet, | Chronicles 29:29 and Il Chronicles 9:29; The Book of Gad the Seer, I Chronicles 29:29; The
Book of Jasher, Joshua 10:13, Il Samuel 1:18; The Book of the Acts of Solomon, | Kings 11:41; The
Prophecy ofAhijah the Shilonite, and The Visions of Iddo the Seer, Il Chronicles 9:29, 12:15; 13:22; The
Book of Shemaiah the Prophet, Il Chronicles 12:15; Isaiah’s The Acts of Uzziah, Il Chronicles 26:22; and
The Sayings of the Seers, Il Chronicles 33:19.

MODERN USES FOR ARCHIVES

Modem day uses for archives are similar to the Biblical ones: some help US to remember, and some
are purely practical. The archival records of the Presbyterian Church in America are a witness to what the
Lord has done in and through its members, individually and corporately, and many different kinds of people
will benefit from using them.

At the turn of the Twentieth Century, the entire yearly paper output of the PCUS General Assembly
and all its Executive Committees could have been put in a medium-sized box and shoved under a desk
somewhere. Nowadays, the output of just one of the PCA's Permanent Committees measures in the dozens
of boxes each year. Any organization that ignores its records production and storage practices is inviting
financial disaster. Those who do not control their records soon find that theirrecords are controlling them.

At present, several PCA committees are storing their semi-current and non-current records in off-site
warehouse space in the Atlanta area. The warehouses are not climate controlled, leaving the records exposed
to extremes of temperature and humidity, and there is no systematic plan for which records are put there
or when. In order to find information from those records, someone from the office has to go out there to
dig through them. This isone ofthe mostexpensive ways ever invented for the care and access ofolder records.

The PCA Archives can supply denominational committees, presbyteries, and even local churches with
information about records management, helping them to design a cost-effective system for the preservation
of their older records that will make them accessible whenever they are needed, and insure that vital records
will not be lost to future generations. In the Presbyterian Church, U.S., there was no system for saving
records until 1972, with the result that the only existing records of any of the church executive committees
or agencies for the period preceding the mid-1950's are official minutes. There are no correspondence or
office files leftanywhere; ninety-five years ofthe history of these offices isalmostcompletely undocumented.

One important example of the effect of this lack of information concerns the PCUS restructure of the
late 1940’s, when the traditional executive committee structure was abandoned in favor of boards and
agencies. What led up to that? How were the day to day operations of those offices affected? Did the earlier
restructure in the late 1920°s consciously set the stage for this move? The official minutes and articles in
church periodicals give little evidence to help answer these questions. Those in the PCA who wish to avoid
the mistakes the PCUS made have nothing to guide them in this case except hearsay and conjecture.

Another group of people who will benefit tremendously by having a PCA archives available, is Presby-
terian and Reformed scholars. More and more, conservative scholars are concerned about having a solid
historical basis for their research. Those working on the current controversy about the power of the state
over individuals and families, for instance, borrow heavily from American church history to document the
changes that have taken place in our society.

There is a great need for a place for conservative Presbyterian and Reformed records to be gathered
together and made available for scholars to study. At present, the only other conservative Presbyterian or
Reformed archives in existence is the Christian Reformed Church’s collections at Calvin College. While
the mainline liberal Presbyterian denominations have large and relatively well-funded archives, without the
PCA archives' recent establishment, there would be no appropriate archival repository in the world for the
papers of such men as Francis Schaeffer, Gordon Clark, G. Aiken Taylor, or William A. Mcllwaine

The archives can serve the children of our denomination, by making historical resources available to
those in the Committee on Christian Education and Publication who design Sunday School curricula Our
children need to learn not only about Calvin and Knox, but also about Thomwell, Dabney, Hodge, and
Warfield; and they especially need to learn about the founding of the PCA, because if they do not. the PCA
could easily end up in the same shape as the PC(USA). in only two generations.

Finally, the archives would benefit secular researchers, too. In the last fifteen years, in particular, social
historians have discovered that any social history is incomplete without at least some attention to the religious
attitudes and activities of the people they are studying. Often, they are ignorant of what Christianity is all
about in the first place; they may never even have attended a church service, let alone understand the
structure and function of a denomination. These researchers are also part of the “fields white unto the
harvest,” and a good archivist can help them see the profound Christian witness in the archival materials
they study.
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SETTING UP AN ARCHIVES

In 1984. the General Assembly adopted two resolutions regarding the PCA Archives: that Covenant
Seminary be designated as the temporary site for the Archives, and that the “Brief Principles of Records
Management and Archival Responsibility” be followed. These “Principles” include the provision that “all
records, fdes and other archival material will be placed in the Archives after five years. In unusual cir-
cumstances the Archivist with the Stated Clerk may allow specific parts of materials to be left out of the
General Assembly Archives beyond five years,” but the minutes go on to state that all records should be
in the Archives after ten years.

The initial step in setting up any archives is to collect historical material. Three hundred cubic feet of
records have already come to the Archives from Atlanta, and nine hundred more cubic feet are yet to be
transferred up to St. Louis. After this initial transfer of non-current records, the flow from the Committee
offices. Covenant College, and Covenant Seminary to the Archives is estimated to be about one hundred
cubic feet per year. In addition, the Archives has received approximately one hundred cubic feet of private
papers, and the annual acquisition rate will probably be around fifty cubic feet. With the one hundred cubic
feet of Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod records already at Covenant Seminary, this makes
for a grand total of 1,400 cubic feet already there or soon designated to come, and an annual acquisition
rate of approximately one hundred fifty cubic feet.

Once it reaches the Archives, all of this material must be processed; an archivist goes through the
material to see what its permanent historical value will be, then puts it in properly labeled acid-free folders
and acid-free boxes. All metal fasteners, such as staples and paper clips, are removed, and any of the papers
that have been tom or damaged are cleaned and repaired. The archivist prepares a Finding Aid, which
includes a folder-by-folder inventory of the collection, and any appropriate indexes, such as a correspondents
index. If there are non-manuscript materials in the collection, such as photographs or cassette tapes, they
are stored with other like materials.

This processing takes time, people, space, and equipment; the current Archives situation makes for a
very limited amount of all of those essential items. Covenant Seminary Library has been most generous in
providing some space for the collections on its lower floor, but even so, that space will be completely full
in three more years, at most. While space for storage is adequate for the present, the work space is cramped
and inadequate, making it difficult to do the job right.

Currently, all of the Archives staff members are part-time, including the Director. Since it usually takes
from twenty to forty hours to process one cubic foot of material, the staff are falling further behind every
day. By hard work and ingenuity, they have kept the backlog to a minimum, but as long as the number of
work hours and personnel are so limited, it will keep gaining on them at an increasing rate.

The Archives' equipment needs are presently being met by the loan of a word processor, personally
owned by the Stated Clerk, which has helped greatly in the output of correspondence. But there will soon
be need for a computer, which is essential for preparing finding aids and catalog cards for the processed
document collections. Audio-visual equipment is the other pressing need. Archival film, video, and audio
tape must be handled with great care on the very best of equipment, because the older it gets, the more
easily it is damaged.

THE CHALLENGE

Through the Archives, the Presbyterian Church in America has a wonderful opportunity ahead, both to
serve its own membership and to reach out to others. Butthis opportunity requires financial and administrative
commitment.

The Archives will be able to raise some of its own support, through the newsletter it publishes and other
appeals by mail and in person; but it would be unrealistic to expect the director to raise the entire budget
by himself. Given the backlog of work to be done, and the lack of any full-time staff, it would be impossible
for the director to spend much time travelling to churches to ask for support.

It would be more appropriate for those committees and agencies who will be making use of the Archives’
services to help support it. In the long run, it will actually save them money, because their records keeping
practices will be streamlined. It costs $15.85 to keep one cubic foot of records in a file cabinet in an office
for a year; but that same cubic foot will cost only 95 cents to keep in a box on steel shelving in a
climate-controlled records center for a year.

Administrative commitment is just as important as financial commitment. The Archives cannot solve
the records keeping problems of the church all by itself; it has to be done in partnership with the records
producers. PCA Committees need to agree to work with the Archives staff in developing records management
policy and procedures; not just because it would be a nice thing to do, but because it is important to the
health of the church as a whole.

“I remember the days of old;

| meditate on all thy doings;

I muse on the work of thy hands.”
Psalm 143:5
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APPENDIX B

MINUTES OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

September 7, 1985

The Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church in America held a regular meeting on September 7,
1985, at the Howard Johnson's Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia.
The meeting was convened by the Chairman, TE George W. Knight, at 3:05 p.m. on September 7. RE

Randall Stone opened in prayer.

The following members, staff and guests were present:

Members

RE Wilson Barbee, Central Carolina

RE John T. Clark, Central Georgia

RE Steven Fox, Southeast Alabama

RE George Henning, TN Valley

RE Charles Lowry, Westminster

RE Anderson Smith, Western Carolinas

RE Randall Stone, Missouri

RE W. Jack Williamson, Southeast Alabama

Consultants

TE Philip Clark, MNA Coordinator

RE James Hughes, IAR Director

TE Paul McKaughan, MTW Coordinator

Staff

RE Earl Witmer, COA Coordinator
TE Morton Smith, Stated Clerk
James E. Ostenson, COA

Harold Borchert, GA Rep.

Guests
Martin Essenburg, President,
Covenant College

TE William A. Fox, GulfCoast
TE Marvin Harris, Warrior

TE William Henderson, Northeast
TE Donald Hoke, TN Valley

TE John Hoogstrate, Pacific NW
TE George W. Knight, Missouri
TE Donald MacNair, Missouri

TE Joseph Pipa, South Texas

TE Robert Reymond, Uliana

TE Charles Dunahoo, CE/P Coordinator
TE Rodney King, Judicial Business

Brad McBrayer, COA
Kelly Nottingham, COA
Jack & Bette Spears, GA Rep.

Arthur Matthews, PCA MESSENGER
Carl Wilhelm, MTW

A memorandum from Jim Ostenson regarding Directors and Officers Liability Insurance was

Moved and duly passed that the Minutes of the Board of Directors for the meetings of August
28, 1984, November 30, 1984, March 8, 1985, and June 15, 17 and 20, 1985, be corrected
to replace all reference to “President” with “Chairman” of the Board of Directors.

Moved and duly passed that the Board of Directors adopt resolutions authorizing any two of
the following: Earl W. Witmer, D. B. McBrayer, and Kelly J. Nottingham, to sign checks
and execute safe deposit rental agreements on behalf of the Presbyterian Church in America

BD-9/85-1

received as information.
BD-9/85-2
BD-9/85-3

Committee on Administration.
BD-9/85-4

Moved and duly passed that Earl W. Witmer, Coordinator of COA, be authorized to open a
bank account in Philadelphia for the 14th General Assembly in the name of “PCA" and designate
those individuals authorized to sign checks.

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church in America will be held in
conjunction with the December 6 and 7 meeting of the Committee on Administration.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer led by RE George Henning at 3:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
George W. Knight Ill, Chairman
Robert L. Reymond, Secretary
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December 7, 1985

The Board of Directors of the PCA held a regular meeting on December 7. 1985, at the Howard
Johnson's Hotel in Atlanta. Georgia.
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chairman, TE George Knight. TE Robert Reymond

opened the meeting in prayer

The following members, staff and guests were present:

Members

RE Wilson Barbee, Central Carolina
RE John T. Clark, Central Georgia

RE Steven Fox, Southeast Alabama

RE George Henning, TN Valley

RE Charles E. Le Suer, Ascension

RE Charles Lowry, Westminster

RE William A. Rocap, Central Carolina

TE R. Lynn Downing, Southern FL
TE Wi illiam A. Fox, GulfCoast

TE Wi illiam Henderson, Northeast
TE Donald Hoke, TN Valley

TE John Hoogstrate. Pacific NW
TE George W. Knight. Missouri
TE Donald MacNair, Missouri

RE Anderson Smith, Western Carolinas
RE Randall Stone, Missouri
RE W. Jack Williamson, Southeast Alabama

TE Joseph Pipa, South Texas
TE Robert Reymond. llliana

Consultants
TE PhilipClark, MNA Coordinator
RE James Hughes, IAR Director

TE Charles Dunahoo. CE/P Coordinator
TE Rodney King. Judicial Business

Stafr

RE Earl Witmer, COA Coordinator
TE Morton Smith. Stated Clerk
James E. Ostenson, COA

Brad McBrayer, COA
Kelly Nottingham, COA
Jack & Bette Spears. GA Rep.

Guests

Gerald Longe, MTW Arthur Matthews, PCA MESSENGER

A motion was duly made and passed to approve the minutes of the September 7, 1985, meeting of the
Board of Directors.

RE Jack Williamson opened the report of the Corporate/Legal Committee of the Committee on Admin-
istration to the Board of Directors in prayer.

BD-12/85-1 Moved and duly passed to approve the Guidelines for a working relationship and due process
between Covenant College and the courts of the PCA, with the exception of item 7(b). This
provision provides for the College to “appeal to a higher court” a judgment of a lower court
against an employee BCO 42-1 provides that an appeal "is allowable only to the party against
whom the decision has been rendered.” Therefore only the party (the employee) has the right
of appeal and not the College.Therefore, it was moved and duly passed that Item 7(b) be
amended to read:

(b) suspend the employee pending the outcome of any appeal to a higher court.

BD-12/85-2 Moved and duly passed to recommend the follow ing changes to the Bylaws of Covenant College:
(a) Article HI Doctrinal Standards
The Doctrinal Standards of this Corporation are the Westminster Confession of Faith, together
with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the Book of Church Order as set forth in...

BD-12/85-3 Moved and duly passed that the Board of the College and Seminary be notified about the
recommended changes in the "Guidelines" and "Bylaws” and that they report their response
to COA by its June meeting.

BD-12/85-4 Moved and duly passed that the Proposed Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the "Investors

Fund for Building and Development of Presbyterian Church in America™ be approved with the
following exceptions, to wit:
(a) Section 4 of Articles of Incorporation and Section 2.04 of the Bylaws be amended to provide
that the Trustees' terms shall be four years, that a Trustee may serve up to two (2) successive
terms, after which a one year period must elapse before he is eligible for reelection, and that
the nominations for Board of Trustees shall be presented to the General Assembly “in the same
manner as other nominations for Permanent Committees of the Presbyterian Church in America."
(The Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the "Investors Fund for Building and Development
of Presbyterian Church in America” can be found in Attachment E of the Report of the
Committee on Administration to the Fourteenth General Assembly.)
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BD-12/85-5 Moved and duly passed that the exceptions to the Bylaws (BD-12/85-4) be incorporated as
exceptions into the Bylaws of the PCA under its exceptions section.

BD-12/85-6 Moved and duly passed that the attorney, Mr. Cook, be authorized to complete the incorporation
of the Building Fund and file that with the State of Georgia.

BD-12/85-7 Moved and duly passed that COA proceed to register the name “Presbyterian Church in America
with our national government.

BD-12/85-8 Moved and duly passed to approve the report as a whole.

The next meeting of the Board of Directors will be in conjunction with the March 13-14, 1986, COA

”»

meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. in prayer by RE Randall Stone.

Respectfully submitted,
George W. Knight 111, Chairman
Robert L. Reymond, Secretary
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APPENDIX C

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION
REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. INTRODUCTION

In an orderly discharge of the responsibilities and expectations of the General Assembly’s instructions,
the Committee on Administration fulfills two roles: that of supporting the ecclesiastical body and that of
serving the corporate entity of the Presbyterian Church in America. The PCA declares in its confession to
be a part of the church visible, of which Christ Jesus is Head, and it also recognizes its place in obeying
the “lawful commands” of civil magistrates, who are given authority by Him. Therefore, the office of
Administration seeks continually to serve the church by advising its constituents who request assistance by
giving counsel for maintaining purity of conscience and peace with our neighbors in the world.

The staff of COA desires “to administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness
to help” Il Cor. 8:19b.

COA has met regularly, committee and staff, to meet the obligations of trust placed upon us by the 13th
General Assembly. The meetings were in Atlanta on September 6-7, 1985, December 6-7, 1985 and March
13-14, 1986. A meeting is called for June 20, 1986, in Philadelphia. Officers elected in the September meeting
were TE George Knight, Chairman; TE William Fox, Vice Chairman; TE Robert Reymond, Secretary.

Also, the Committee on Administration has assumed financial responsibility for the following subcom-
mittees of General Assembly, standing and ad hoc, to discharge their assignments from the 13th General
Assembly [() indicates number of meetings]: Judicial Business (3), Nominating (1), Review and Control
(1), Theological Examining (1), Interchurch Relations (3), Ad Interim on Structure (3), Heroic Measures
(1), Freemasonry (4), Church/State (3), and Salary Study (3). The two committees studying Baptism and
Paedo-communion did not meet during the year, but will have their reports presented at the 14th General
Assembly.

The Committee on Administration organized its work in a structure including five standing subcommiittees:
Administrative Planning, Financial Planning, Corporate/Legal, Budget & Minute Review, and Stated Clerk,
with four ad hoc subcommittees: Computing, General Assembly Arrangements, Office Planning and Service
Projects. Actions taken by COA will be reported under these subcommittee titles except for the Stated
Clerk’s report. Included in the Stated Clerk’s separate report will be a report of the Archives activities
housed in Covenant Theological Seminary's library.

The Board of Directors (COA) met September 7 and December 7, 1985. Due to lack of a quorum, the
Board of Directors could not convene in March. Business was deferred until the called meeting of the Board
of Directors for June 20 in conjunction with the 14th General Assembly.

The Investor’s Fund for Building and Development of Presbyterian Church in America, Inc., TE Cecil
Brooks. Executive Vice President, will report to the General Assembly through the COA Committee of
Commissioners as instructed by the 13th General Assembly.

Il. PERSONNEL
COA’sonly staff change in the past year was to hire D. Brad McBrayer, CPA, from Anniston, Alabama.
Mr. McBrayer is the COA Accountant/Data Processing Manager replacing Mr. John Jerguson, who left the
staff in August to attend Covenant Theological Seminary.
COA's staff numbers six plus two General Assembly Representatives. TE Harold Borchert left the GA
Representative position with COA in December to join Covenant College’s church relations staff.

I1l. ASSIGNMENTS TO COA FROM THE 13TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. That COA establish guidelines for a working relationship and due process between Covenant College,
Covenant Seminary and the courts of the PCA (M13GA, Res. 17, p. 137; MIIGA, 11-36, I, 54, p. 101).

2. That the proposed PCA logo be sent to the presbyteries for their suggestions and advice, which should
then be sent to COA for presentation at the 14th General Assembly (MI3GA, Res. 19, p. 137).

3. That the subscription donation for the 14th G A notexceed $75 percommissioner (MUGA Res. 38, p. 140).
4. That the Salary Study Committee be extended to provide guidelines for salaries at all levels for the
committee staffs along with an initial personnel policy manual to be presented to the 1986 General Assembly
(MUGA, Res. 39, p. 140).

5. That the Church/State Committee of COA be permitted to continue in order to complete its study and
to report at the 1986 GA (MI3GA, Res. 40, p. 140).
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IV. SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1. Check signing resolutions with banks in Atlanta and Philadelphia were approved (BD-9/85-3, 4).

2. Guidelines for a working relationship and due process between Covenant College, Covenant Theological
Seminary and the courts of the PCA were approved (BD-12/85-1, 2, 3). Report will be forthcoming to June
1986 meeting.

3. Articlesof Incorporation and Bylaws for the Investor's Fund for Building and Development of Preshyterian
Church in America, Inc., were reviewed, corrected, and approved. The initial Board of Trustees recommended
by the Committee on MNA was appointed. They are TE Taylor McGown, RE Ray Jones. TE John
Montgomery. TE Rod Whited, RE Ralph Mittendorff, RE Wallace Krohn and RE Paul Anthony. TE Taylor
McGown was approved as convener (BD-12/85-4, 5. 6).

4. The “Presbyterian Church in America” name is being registered with the federal government for trademark
protection (BD-12/85-7).

V. SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY COA ACCORDING TO SUBCOMMITTEES
A. Administrative Planning

1. Proposed PCA logo communications to presbytery was done through the minutes of the 13th GA,
official communication of the Office of the Stated Clerk (AP-9/85-4). The logo appeared in the June 1985
ADMINISTRATION LETTER and the June 1985 issue of the PCA MESSENGER. No added cost was
incurred in printing the logo since it was distributed widely at the 13th GA. Only one presbytery responded
with advice (Overture 21).

2. Following a discussion on overlapping responsibilities among GA permanent committees, a proposal
for reorganization of GA structure prepared by the staff was presented to the Ad Interim Committee for
information purposes without committee endorsement (AP-9/85-7, AP-12/85-4).

3. A statement was approved for use with publication of any list of PCA churches and/or ministers
restricting its use to PCA congregations, presbyteries and agencies (AP-12/85-5). The COA Coordinator or
Stated Clerk was authorized to provide computer mailing labels of PCA churches and/or ministers, at cost,
to PCA congregations, presbyteries and agencies upon written request for appropriate purposes (AP-3/86-4).

4. The Salary Study Committee report recommended that the salary compensation package for the
Coordinators and Stated Clerk be $45,365 for fiscal year 1987 (AP-12/85-6) and that a salary package range
of 15 percent above or below that figure be allowed (AP-3/86-2). The committee was requested to bring
in recommendations for the compensation of middle management personnel to the September 1986 meeting
(AP-12/85-7, AP-3/86-1).

5. The committee recognized the importance of the work of the General Assembly Representatives and
commended Rev. & Mrs. Stuart Perrin (who returned to the pastorate in 1985), Rev. and Mrs. Harold
Borchert (who joined the staff of Covenant College in 1985), Rev. & Mrs. Jack Spears and Mr. & Mrs.
Gerry Sovereign (AP-12/85-8). Reimbursement for their services was set at $50 per day plus mileage and
travel expense reimbursement (AP-3/86-6).

6. Dates for the Stewardship Season in local churches were approved for the Sundays of October 5, 12,
19 and 26, 1986 (AP-12/85-l). Approximately 300 churches used these materials in 1985.

7. The Assembly-wide Week of Prayer was set for October 6-11 (Monday through Saturday) with RE
Richard C. Chewning, Moderator of the 13th GA, as Chairman. The same general format for publicizing
the requests of committees and agencies along with inspirational materials will be provided at cost to the
churches as was done in 1985 (AP-12/85-2). Week of Prayer books distributed to churches numbered 17.000
with an anticipated goal of doubling that amount in 1986.

B. Financial Planning

1. The FY86 budget was reconstructed by line items, recognizing the priority of ministry and actual
expected income (FP-9/85-1). The “realistic budget" adopted by COA for FY86 is $792,336 not $831,658
(FP-12/85-2) as approved by the 13th GA. Budget prioritization was recommended to be continued in both
COA and the Stated Clerk's office.

2. In December 1985 COA paid MTW outstanding computer liabilities and expenses of $9,169.57.

3. The total FY87 budget approved for COA is $827,975. The amount sought through the PCA Askings
is $738,200. A prioritization of line items in the budget will be continued to establish a contingency budget
based on cash flow (FP-3/86-2).

4. A study of auditing firms with evaluation and recommendation will come through the June 1986
meeting of COA.

C. Budget and Minute Review
1. Guidelines for budget review were approved (BR-9/85-3).
2. A study and evaluation of bids from auditing firms was undertaken (BR-9/85-4).
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3. Development of an accounting manual for churches was approved. This manual will be included as
part of the Administration Manual already under preparation (BR-12/85-3).

4. Fiscal year 1986 budgets for all committees and agencies were approved totaling $23,892,726. GA
Askings for 1987 will be $14,705,300.

5. The "shortfall formula” was recommended for use in FY87 to help subsidize the PCA MESSENGER.
The rationale to continue this was based on the request by the Communications Committee to continue its
study for report to the 15thGA To cut off funding forthe PCA MESSENGER now would be unwarranted.

6. The committee approved the Stewardship materials for 1986 with a few editorial and content recom-
mendations.

D Corporate/Legal

1. Information regarding the progress of the Investor’s Fund for Building and Development was reviewed.
All recommended action was referred to the Board of Directors meetings (see Section IV of this report).

2. The Church/State Committee chaired by TE Douglas Kelly was commended for its excellent report
which is to be forwarded to the 14th General Assembly in the same manner as an ad interim committee
report with the following recommendations for study by the GA (CL-3/86-1): (a) that the report be received
by the 14th General Assembly as information and for study, (b) that the report be sent to each church by
October 1, 1986, by inclusion in the GA Minutes or by special mailing, if time so requires, (c) that churches
and/or individuals be requested to study the report and submit questions, suggestions or objections to COA
by January 1, 1987, (d) that the Church/State subcommittee prepare its final report to COA by February 15,
1987, (e) that such final report shall be mailed to COA members for study and comment, (f) that COA shall
complete the report at its March 1987 meeting, making appropriate recommended answers to the various
overtures relating to the subject matter, and (g) that COA submit its recommendations concerning the final
report to the 15th GA for action thereon.

3. COA as the Board of Directors for World Presbyterian Missions and Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Evangelical Synod corporations appointed its chairman and secretary to execute documents for MTW
missionary Gordon Taylor to act on behalf of said corporations in conducting the principal business of
selling plots of their land in India.

E. Computing

1. Review of Computing Services Steering Committee minutes and requests from users regarding
unsatisfactory services of the Computing Center were made and referred to the CSSC (CP-9/85-1-5).

2. Fundraising efforts for the Computing Center were encouraged and received as information (CP-9/85-
6).

3. The subcommittee met with the coordinators and staff representatives on the CSSC on February 6,
1986. to resolve the issues of the personal computers satisfying the intent of the General Assembly as to a
“coordinated system” and to resolve the loan issue with MTW (CP-12/85-3).

4. The computer (T1990) being used by IAR was declared theirs with the understanding that MNA and
COA be allowed to continue to share in its use (CP-3/86-2).

5 A proposal for COA's computing services concept witha budget was approved. Thefollowing is a
synopsis of the proposal: COA’s computing goals require COA to develop a cost-effective alternative to
CAMIS, to provide expertise and practical solutions for computer problems, and to provide a service bureau
sharing computer time and software, at a reasonable cost. To meet the above goals, these general objectives
were formed: (A) To use micro computer networks with the IBM-PC and compatible computers already in
use. (3) To use software that non-programmers can alter to meet users’ requirements, (3) To use the same
software in both the national office as could be used in the local church environment.

F. General Assembly

1. The committee instructed the coordinator to answer certain negative communications and overtures
regarding the subscription donation concept adopted by the 13th GA (GA-9/85-2, 3). The committee does
believe the concept is reasonable.

2. Arrangements for the 14th Assembly in Philadelphia using the Westin-Bellevue Stratford hotel were
approved and the original subscription donation was set at $60 (GA-12/85-3). However, in January we were
informed of the hotel's closing Much additional expense is now required to provide adequate space for the
GA. The donation has therefore been raised to $70 (GA-3/86-9). The budget for the GA was set at $117,600
with $91,590 pledged by COA and $26,010 pledged by the churches in the Philadelphia area (GA-3/86-1).
Offerings will be received in the evening programs from the presbyteries' church members attending the
worship services. Commissioners will not be expected to contribute since their subscription donation will
cover their portion of the GA expenses (GA-3/86-3).

3. The General Assembly Arrangements Committee was authorized to begin work in December 1986
for the 15th GA in Grand Rapids (GA-9/85-14). The Great Lakes Preshytery has appointed the chairman for
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the GAAC. Calvin College is the location. The PCA Interchurch Relations Committee and COA represen-
tatives will meet to do initial planning on April 22, 1986.

4. The 14th General Assembly docket was approved.

5. A preliminary manual to be put in the hands of the local GAAC was approved (GA-3/86-6) provision-
ally.

6. Non-PCA speakers to the 14th GA were approved (GA-3/86-10, 1l and 12).

7. The approved GA locations are Grand Rapids, M1-1987; Knoxville, T N -1988; Western U.S. -1989.

8. An invitation from the North Georgia Presbytery to meet in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1990 for the 18th
GA is forthcoming as is an invitation from Columbia, South Carolina, for the 21st GA in 1993. Both
invitations will be acted on by the COA in its June 1986 meeting.

G. Office Planning

1. Review of consolidation costs of GA offices and future space needs was updated. The committee
took actions toward appointing an advisory group of financial, real estate and development personnel from
the PCA to assist in fulfilling the responsibilities outlined in Recommendation 13, E, to the 12th GA. The
men appointed are Allen Duble, William Gordy, Robert Liken, Allen Morris, Robert Morrison, Louis
Philhower and Loyd Strickland. Charles Lowry is Chairman.

2. The Financial Advisory Group’s conclusion to find suitable land on which to build a facility or
purchase a building was approved. In principle, COA authorized the subcommittee to find suitable land
with the view that COA make a recommendation to the General Assembly to purchase such land and/or
building, all without financial obligation to the COA or the PCA.

3. The present cost of leasing space for GA offices in Atlanta is approximately $200,000. The committee
believes this may be an economically appropriate time to make acquisition of property for future needs. If
the General Assembly approves the recommendation of COA, it is probable that the schedule for office
location will be advanced for approval of the 15th GA in 1987, thereby eliminating a year of leasing.

H. Service Projects

1. A 1986 PCA Church Directory was approved using a similar format to the 1985 Directory. Due to
revenues received from advertising, the Directory will be reduced to $1.00 per copy (SP-9/85-1, SP-12/85-2).
Guidelines for advertisers were adopted (SP-12/85-3).

2. Review of James Ostenson’s work on the conciliation project and Administration Manual received
commendation.

3. Five tax law seminars were held in different parts of the country. Because few PCA churches showed
interest, COA sponsorship of the seminar has been discontinued. The seminar format will be available
through a non-PCA organization that can have a wider appeal among church and charitable groups (SP-9/85-
3).

4. An approved travel service offered by Lockspur, Inc. was implemented by COA to reduce the travel
costs of committeemen and staff. The PCA Travel Service acquired space for their Atlanta office adjacent
to COA. A mandatory point management system was adopted for staff, and volunteer participation is allowed
for committee members (SP-9/85-4, SP-12/85-4). Church members of the PCA may use this travel service
for domestic and foreign travel with a portion of the commissions being put into an endowment fund for
the future benefit of the PCA travel needs. Lockspur has agreed to reduce overall COA travel expenses by
10 to 15 percent.

5. A stewardship conference sponsored by COA, CE/P and PCA Foundation was set for May 9-10,
1986. Issues of tithing and responsible stewardship in the PCA will be addressed. The stated purpose of the
conference is: (1) to inspire and motivate enrollees in personal Biblical stewardship, (2) to train them to
teach the principles of stewardship to others, and (3) to produce a series of videotapes which can be used
in the local churches. The conference was offered on a regional basis. Itis titled A Faithful Servant Seminar-a
Conference on Responsible Stewardship. The speakers roster includes TE Charles Dunahoo, TE Jack Scott,
TE Frank Barker, Mrs. Georgia Settle, RE Loyd Strickland, RE Jack Williamson, Mr. Ronald Blue, Mr.
Bruce Cook, Mr. Jack Hudson and RE Earl Witmer. RE James Ward will provide the music.

I.  Miscellaneous

1. In executive session COA approved the nomination of RE Earl Witmer as Coordinator for COA and
TE Morton Smith as Stated Clerk until the 15th GA.

2. The COA staff reports an average cost per man to attend committee meetings in Atlanta for the first
six months of FY86 was $300. This is offered as a guide to the 14th Assembly in determining the projected
costs of ad hoc committee appointments.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

That the exceptions to the Bylaws of Investor's Fund for Building and Development of Presbhyterian
Church in America, Inc., be incorporated into the exceptions section of PCA Bylaws under H,
Section 12 - Qualifications and Election. The Investor's Fund Articles of Incorporation states in
Article VI, Section 4 - Qualifications and Election: “Each member of the Board of Trustees must
be either a Teaching Elder or Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church in America. A Trustee shall
not be eligible for reelection to the Board until one year after his term expires, except that, if a
Trustee has not served a full term or for at least two years of a two-year or three-year term, he shall
be eligible for immediate reelection at the end of such term; a Trustee may otherwise serve noncon-
secutive terms without limit. Trustees shall be elected by a majority vote of the members of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America in accordance with (including the additional
qualifications specified in) the Bylaws, the Rules for Assembly Operation, and the Book of Church
Order of the Presbyterian Church in America, all as duly amended from time to time. Nominations
for the Board of Trustees shall be presented to the General Assembly by the Nominating Committee
of the Presbyterian Church in America.”

. That the logo be re presented by COA to the 14th General Assembly. (See page 146)
. That any publication of a list of PCA churches and/or ministers contain a statement restricting its

use to PCA congregations, presbyteries and agencies.

. That a salary compensation package of $45,365 for FY87 be approved for coordinators and Stated

Clerk with an allowed salary package range of 15 percent below or above the approved figure.

. That October 1986 be approved as Stewardship Season in local churches including the Sundays of

October 5, 12, 19, 26.

. That October 6-11 (Monday through Saturday) be recommended as the Assembly-wide Week of

Prayer with Dr. Richard C. Chewning, Moderator of the 13th GA, as Chairman.

. That a COA budget of $827,975 be approved for FY87 and an Askings budget of $738,200 be

approved.

. That the GA approve the nomination of the COA Coordinator for FY87.
. That the GA approve the nomination of the Stated Clerk for FY87.
10.

That the GA approve the proposed FY 87 budget for Christian Education and Publications of $1,146,822
with an Askings figure of $1,121,800.
That the GA approvethe proposed FY87 budgetfor Insurance, Annuities and Relief of $548,150.

an Askings figure of $1,950,000.

That the GA approvethe proposed FY87 budget for the PCA Investor’s Fund of $152,122.

That the GA approvethe proposed FY87 budget for the PCA Foundation of $133,804.

That the GA approve the proposed FY87 budget for Mission to the World of $8,876,200 with an

Askings figure of $8,646,200.

That the GA approve the proposed FY87 budget for Servants in Missions Abroad of $1,575,737.

That the GA approve the proposed FY87 budget for Covenant College of $6,379,340 with an Askings

figure of $950,000.

That the GA approve the proposed FY87 budget for Covenant Seminary of $1,833,753 with an

Askings figure of $1,039,100.

That the GA approve the proposed FY87 budget for Ridge Haven of $314,518 with an Askings figure

of $260,000.

That the “shortfall formula” for undesignated gifts be approved for FY87 to help subsidize the PCA

MESSENGER.

That the auditing firm of Kent, Nobles & Martin be approved for theFY 86 audit.

That the Church/State Subcommittee Report be received and implemented as outlined in the COA

report.

That recommendation 35 of the M13GA. p. 139, be adopted.

That the subscription donation for the 15th GA be no more than $ ---——- .

That the FY85 audits forall PCA Boards, Committees and Agencies except IAR (see Recommendation

26) be approved.

That the Calendar year 85 audit of IAR be approved.

That the Rules for Assembly Operations be amended as follows:

a. Insert a new 4-1, and renumber the remaining items under 1V:
4-1 There shall be a General Assembly Arrangements Committee, which shall function under
the COA. Final approval of all decisions regarding the Assembly shall rest in the COA. The
COA must approve any non-PCA speaker at the Assembly. The Committee shall be constituted
as follows:
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33.
34.
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1. The Chairman of the local arrangements committee, who is appointed by the host presby-

tery, and serves as chairman of the full committee.

The treasurer of the local arrangements committee.

One other member of the local arrangements committee.

One member from each of the four permanent committees.

The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.

The Coordinator of the Committee on Administration
The Assembly's Committee and the Local Arrangement Committee shall operate under a Manual
approved by the GA.

b. That 9-14,8 be amended by adding item (f) as follows: (f) An annual statistical report showing
reports from all churches of the presbytery.

c. That 10-1, carried over from the Thirteenth General Assembly, be adopted in the following
amended form: 10-1 Each congregation of the denomination shall be requested each year to make
a specific subscription donation to assist in defraying the expenses of the General Assembly,
whether acommissioner is sent to the Assembly or not. Such donation shall cover the subscription
donation/registration for one representative from the congregation. All other commissioners shall
make a similar donation or pay an equal registration fee. Ordinarily commissioners will not be
seated in the Assembly without having paid the subscription donation/registration. Exceptions
may be made by a credentials committee, which shall be appointed by the Stated Clerk of the
Assembly. A copy of the Minutes and of the Handbook will be sent to the donors and those
paying the subscription donation/registration fee without additional charge. Churches are expe