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R eso lu tio n  3. L ate  O v e rtu re  p resen ted  as a p e rso n a l re so lu tio n  by R u lin g  E ld e r K en K eyes 
W hereas, it has com e to  o u r a tten tion  that at least one  Presbytery in the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica has overtured  the next G eneral Assembly to am end the Book o f C hurch  O rder to  p rovide 
fo r a delegated G eneral Assem bly; and
W hereas, the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica cam e in to  being as a resu lt o f a convocation  o f  Ses­
sions, reflecting a “grass ro o ts” in terest and  concern ; and
W hereas, the benefits o f  re ta in ing  such a “grass ro o ts” in terest and  partic ipa tion  in o u r o p in ion , 
far outweigh any possible d isadvantage som e o f these benefits being:
1. M aking it possible fo r represen tatives o f  every local church  to  see and  hear first hand  the 

state o f the C hurch  and  to  have a voice and  vote in any decisions m ade.
2. E nabling  representatives o f every local church to  learn  first hand  o f  the challenges and needs 

o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in America.
3. E nabling  represen tatives from  every local church  to  have fellow ship  and to exchange ideas 

with represen tatives o f  o th er local churches, to  becom e personally  acquain ted  with som e of 
the m em bers o f  the C hu rch ’s com m ittees and  th e  staff p ersonnel thus prov id ing  a dynam ic for 
growth and outreach  which cou ld  n o t be achieved in any o th er way.

4. A large assem bly o f  d ed ica ted  C hurchm en will m ake a stro ng er im pact on the area in which 
the G eneral Assembly is held  resulting  in a streng then ing  o f  o u r w itness fo r C hrist.

Now  th e re fo re , be it reso lv ed , th a t the Presbytery o f  Southern F lo rid a  is o f  the o p in ion  that it is in 
the best interests o f  the C hurch to  con tinue the “grass ro o ts” G eneral Assem bly as p resen tly  p ro ­
vided in the Book o f  C hurch  O rder.

We realize that in years to  com e it is conceivable that the num ber o f  churches in o u r fe llow ­
ship may grow  to the p o in t w here som e form  o f  a delegated  Assem bly may need to  be considered , 
but in ou r opin ion  we are no t at th a t p o in t now.

A dopted at the January  14, 1975 m eeting o f  Presbytery.
D onald  R. Esty
Stated C lerk
Presbytery o f Southern F lo rid a

N ote: This O verture was no t received by the Stated C lerk  o f the G eneral Assem bly until Septem ber 
1, 1975. A ccording  to  the “R ules fo r Assem bly O p e ra tio n ” it can no t be considered  as an overtu re  
from  a Presbytery by the 1975 Assemlby. (5-7)

It was in troduced  as a personal reso lu tion  by R uling  E lder Ken Keyes, a m em ber o f  the court. 
Answ ered by reference, paragraph  3-65.

Overtures 2, 3, 9 and Resolution 3 were answered by action taken in paragraph 
4-76 by reference to actions taken in 4-74, item III, B.

A ctio n  o f  th e  T h ird  G en e ra l A ssem bly
Par. 3-68. Item  15 was recom m itted  to  the P erm anent C om m ittee on A dm inistration:

15. W hereas, some o f o u r churches have begun to con du ct bazaars, rum m age sales, suppers, and 
o th er benefits fo r the purpose o f raising  m oney fo r the L o rd ’s w ork, and,
W hereas, it is right and p ro per fo r a C hristian  to  w ork to  m ake a good  living and  to en te r into 
business ventures fo r p ro fit, it is no t p ro per fo r the church  to  do so —  fo r exam ple, a C hris­
tian may own and o pera te  a g rocery  store  for his live lihood , but it w ould  no t be the p lace o f  a 
church to open an a  run a g rocery  store; and,
W hereas, in the light o f  these events, it is best to  set these benefit p rogram s in the p ro per 
perspective based on p rincip les o f Scripture.
N ow , th e re fo re  be it reso lv ed : T hat the T h ird  G eneral Assem bly o f  T he P resbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica advise its m em bers and churches as follows:

1. The L ord  has o rd ain ed  that giving should  be an act o f  w orship  and  thus a m eans o f  
grace.

2. G od  has revealed  in His W ord that His K ingdom  on  earth  is to  be sup po rted  by the 
cheerful, w illing  and loving tithes and  sacrificial offerings o f  His ch ildren .

3. Any benefit, p ro m otion  o r  fund raising  techniques fo r the church  is im proper if the 
d o n o r receives any item o r  th ing o f  value in re tu rn  fo r his o r  her don atio n .

4. N either the church , n o r any o rgan iza tion  o f  the church  should  sponsor such benefit 
p ro m otion s to  raise m oney fo r the sup po rt o f  the L o rd ’s w ork.

5. This is n o t to  p ro h ib it any such activities in which any indiv idual o r g ro up  o f in ­
d iv iduals wish to  engage outside the structures o f  the church.

Am ended and adopted, paragraph 4-74.




