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Comparison of the Forms of Government and Books of DiscipJ ine of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church~ F;I"~1f.'el ie-al SY1~Od. e..ad the Orthc1ux rre1:5')y-~e.rian Chu"':'ch" 
Prepared by the Reve K0nnci~h. Ao Herne:..:', Jr. and t~1e Rev. G.3o:rge vi, Kni6!htr III, 
for the Coromi tteo on Fl'a'~'3rL.J Rolations of tho Roformed Pr~Gbyte~':'a.'1 C'1urch, 
Evangelical Synod arld 'Ghe C,)Jl.'lit~ee on Ecumenici ty and lnte~.:'chuJ:c!1 P.cJ.c..~icns of 
the Orthodox Presbyte::L:,,!1 n',ul.::;h 

I. E2E!! of Governmont 

Historical backgrou'1d~ The O~P. Form was adopted in 1937 and last reV'ised in 
1957. A Second Re~;:~a'i Version of 1967 is now before th~t c:e::lo;"ination for 
study and wU1 be COIr.:ing before one' of the next Assemblies fer adoption. The 
old E.P. Form "las ve:.'J" s:t.l".!lar to the original O.P. Form. 'i'h,: HoP, Church, 
G~So had its own Form :·jLi,~t had besn adop'~ei In its 1aJ~cst ea.i':~bn in 1957. A 
joint. com..ll~.ttee of the'3e 'j',wo churches prcpaxed a new Form of G0~!ernment which 
was pro:posed as par;~ of their pla.'l of union in 1964, and as :l.',YJ'is8d in May, 
196", by the 145th Gener3.l Synod is the present Form of the RPe, ES. 

I, 4, p. 2f. Sc:.;-.. '\Etural., b~ for congrega
tion ~ p::-esby'~ery and synod 
(assembly) 

II, 4. p. 6f 

II,8, b. p.12 
(unamendable &: 
irrevocable) 

II,10,d,p.17 
(By Z/3's vote of con
gregation; consent not 
needed) 

II,ll,d, p.21 

1Il,1, p.23 
(:3 !1111~;..st,ers) 

III,l, p.23 

No proVision 

No provision 

IV,l,p.31ff. 

Associate Members ._--

Removal of an Elder 

Task of Deacons -----

Constituency £! PresEyte;r 

Power of R!:,esbyterx 
~ Cong-.!'eec:.tio~ 

Provision fo~ Representative 
Synod 

oPC Form 

Not given 

No prOVisions 

XIII. 5 & 6, p. l6f 
(By Session with 
consent or Presby
tery l'1.O. consent) 

VI. p.6 
(take care of poor) 

X,2, p.lO 
(4 ministers) 

No prOVision 

X,3,p.lO 

X.7,p.11 "to visit 
particular churches for 
the purpose of ••• It 

Amendment to XI, 2 {See 
Minutes of 38th GA, p.3lf 



IV,2,p.33 

No such chapter 

Not provided 

V,f, p.60f 

V,q,p.6l 

~orum for Synod or Assembly 

Chapter o!l1.1!nisters "Laboring 
in O'c,heJ.' C:1urches 

Congregation expresses desire to 
vote for a pas~or before actually 
balloting for a particular man 

Procedure for calling a Pastor 
In regard to Pres0yteries 

Minister may not candidate from 
anotl1er-de.i'i'Oir.'i'nation without fj.rst 

being approvedbYaprcsby.tery 

V,h,p.50 Licensure reguirements 
(Inspiration of Scripture specified; 
original language exam may be waived 
upon receipt of transcript; brief 
wri tten statement of belief) 

V,l,p.52 Licensed for only t~~ years and 
thereafter for only one year at a time 

V,o,p.53 Ordination requirements 
(church sacraments & his-
tory of denomina.tion speci-
fied; church government not 
specified as such) 

V ,P.Pft.54 Dy Whom is a Minister Ordained? 
(Presbytery or a Com-
m:.ttee thereof) 

v,). p.43ff Ordination Vows 
(Fb~:' all ordained officers 

XI,3,p.12 
(20, 1/2 ministers) 

XIX, p.33ff 

XV,4,p.23 

XV,10,p.24f &: 
XVI,2,3,p.29 

No provision 

XIV,5,p.l9 
(Not spelled out, 
no provisions no 
such requirement 
spelled out) 

No provisions 

XV,ll,p.25 
(Items not specified 
but general statement 
about "other branches 
of learning") 

xv ,11&12, p.25 &: 
XV, 14, p.27 
(By Prr)sbytery 

XV,l2, p.26f 
(Ministers only) 

& fer '~rustees) (Differences are shown by underlinings) 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of 
th-3 Old and New Testaments to be the 
Word of God, inerran.L1E-~.ho o:d~al 
l:ritil'lgs, the only 1nfe~llible rule of 
Tat th and practice? 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments to be the 
Word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt 
the Confession of Faith and Catechisms 
of this church, as co~~aininG the 
sys"~em of doctrine "taught in -the holy 
Scriptures? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt 
the doctrinal standards of this chur~h, 
the Westm~.nster Confession cf- Faith;-and 
CatecniSllls, Larger and ~~!, a.s ~ 
~ln~ the system of doct~ine taueht in 
holy Scriptures, to the ma:!.ntena.'1l'!c of 
~~h}.s church is bound before"G"Od-by . 0 
sole.'Illl o'bligation? O(J& p~. ,rA~. . ~ /!-:::~ 

Ov- ( J(~ -r~L~1 !~~nr..nr.. Of cY(/ /1.-~...,..... /~~ 
~~,. [) 



4. Do you promise such subjection to 
your brethren as istaUght in the It.[o!.~ 
of God? 

5. Have you been induced, as far as you 
know your own heart, to seek the office 
of the holy ministry (or of elder or 
deacon) from love to God, and a sincere 
desire to promote His glory in the 
gospel of His Son? 

6. Do you promise to be zealous and 
fa! thful in maintaining the truths of 
the gospel and the purity and peace of 
the church; whatever persecution or 
opposition may arise unto you on that 
account? 

7. Do you promise to be faithful and 
diligent in JOur personal and family 
life, as well as in the public duties 
of your office; endeaVoring to adorn 
the profession of tho gospel by your 
life; and walking with exemplary piety 
before the flock over which God shall 
make you overseer !§.r (in the case of 
licentiates, deacons, or trustees), in 
which God shall call you to serve? J 

8. Are you nOt' willing to take the 
r05QOnsibi1ities of a pastor for this 
Cc.m'.SJ.'E'gation, agreeably to your de
clrxation when you accepted their 
cill, and do you promise to discharge 
th~ duties of a pastor to them, as 
God shall give you strength? 

4. Do you promise subjection to your 
brethren in the Lord? 

5. Have you been induced, as far as 
you know your own heart, to seek the 
office of the holy ministry from love 
to God, and a sincere desire to pro
mote His glory in the gospel of His 
Son? 

6. Do you promise to be zealous and 
fa! thful in maintaining the truths of 
the gospel, and the purity and peace 
of the church, whatever persecution 
or opposition may arise unto you on 
that account? 

7. Do you engage to be faithful and 
diligent in the exercise of all pri
vate and personal duties vrhich become 
you as a Christian and a mInister of 
the gospel, as well as in all relative 
duties and the public duties of your 
office, endeavoring to adorn the pro
fession of the gospel by your conver
sation, and walking with exemplary 
piety before the flock over which God 
shall make you overseer? 

8. Are you now willing to take the 
charge of this congregation, agreeably 
to your declaration when you accepted 
their call? And do you promise to 
discharge the duties of a pastor to 
them as God shall give you strength? 

For cPlldida.te other than a pastor, or XIII,3,p.l5f (Elders and Deacons 
for an edler or deacon the following 
is ~lbstituted: The O.P.C. form for elders and deacons 
9" k£e you now willing to undertake consists of the first three used above 
the work of the Christian ministry for ministers and two others as fo1lowsl 
~ an elder, or a deacon or a 4. Do you accept the office ot ruling 
t:n'stey, and do you promise to dis- elder (or deacon, as the case may be) 
cha't'ge the duties which may be incum- in this congregation, and promise faith-
ben"\:. upon you in this character as fully to~ perform all the duties thereof'? 
God may give you strength? 5. Do you promise to study the purity. 

_ II I peace. and Wli ty ot the church? 

p f. """,~J ~ -;-4n4.;JJ"""'s~i: ' ~ -eN... J . 
~ p{/, fL,. ,,;.il ~ ~ m ti" r-~ . 



oPu ~ (qr- ~n./-~~ 
~ r~ ~* £At/?~ . 
~ ~t I:{PCr-~ .~--. 

II. Dook of Discipli!!! J t.f '1 Z'1 ~ U SA . ~ ~ P G . 0 Pw 1 ~ ~ 
(.<.Pc;,.; C)Pc.:.. ~ ~ ~ ( ~(~-r£~~;'VCf2L 

Historical Background. The OIlP, Book was adopted provisionally in 1937 and was I -

adopted in a revised form in 1940, The Book now in use in the RPC,ES was ori- /72- ;<Pc. 
ginal1y adopted in 19.38 and this E.P. Book was adopted as the Book of Discipline 
for the united RPC,ES. This Book and the O.P. Book are almost identical except 
for certain minor variations. A proposed Book of Discipline was submitted to the 
RPC,ES for study in 1967 and is still under study. 

Differences. The two Books currently in use in both churches are in format and 
content virtually the same, except for slight differences in voca.bulary and 
arrangement. There are, however, a few matters of substance in which thoy are 
different and these are listed. 

O.P. Book 

I,4, p.43 Who is subject to discipline? 
(Both communicants & 
baptized members) 

II,l,p.44 Original Jurisdiction 
(individual under judicatory 
to which he belongs; higher 
judicatory over lower) 

No specific provisions General Review 

No proVisions 

(Removal of Non-Judicial Causes 
from a Lower to a. Higher Court) 

A Complaint by 1/3 or more 
arrests execution of judgment 

ReP. Book 

I,4. 
(Communicant mem.bers) 

II,l. 
(Elders, deacons, & 
communicants under 
session; minister 
under presbytery) 

IX,l-4, 

IX,10. 

No provision Petitions, Memorials, (and overtures) x,3-6 



'l1le Larger Catechism 

~ 86. What is the commu.'lion in glory with Christ, which the members of the invisible 
church enjoy immediately after death? 

, Original Form: 

, 

A. The communion in glory with Ch."!:'ist, which the members of the inv~.sible church 
enjoy immediately aff€r death, is in that their souls are then made I,crfect in 
holiness, and received into the highest heavens, where they behold th~ fac3 of God 
in light and glory; I waiting for the full redemption of their bodies, l'Thi~h even in 
death continue united to Christ,3 and rest in the4r graves as in their beds, till at 
the last ~ they be again united to their souls. vlhereas the souls of the wicked 
are at their death cast into hell, where they remain in torments and utter darknessl 
and their bodies kept in their graves, as in their prisons, until the resurrection 
and judgment of the great day. 5 

1. Luke 16:23, Luke 23:43. Phil 1:23, II Cor. 5:6-8 2. Rom. 8:23, Psa. 16:9 
3. I Thess. 4:14 4. Rom. 8:23 5. Lu 16:23,24. Acts 1:25, Jude 6 

RPC,ES Form 
A. The communion in glory with Christ, which the members of the invisible church 
enjoy immediately after death, is, in that their souls are then made perfect in 
holiness,l and received into the highest heavens,m where they behold the face of God 
in light and glory,n waiting for the full redemption of their bodies,o which even in 
death continue united to Christ,P and rest in their graves as in their beds,q till 
at the return of Christ they be again united to their souls. r 'Vhereas the souls of 
the wiclfed are at tHeir aeath cast into hell, where they remain in torments and 
utter darkness, and their bodies kept in their ~avest as in their prisons, till 
the resurrection and judgment of the great day. 

lHeb. 12:23 m2 Cor. 5:l~ 6, 8; Phil. 1:23; cf. Acts 3:21; Eph. 4:10. nI John 312. 
I Cor. 13:12. °Rom. 8:2); Ps. 16:9. PI The 4:14. QIsa. 57:2. rJob 19:26,27 
stuke 16:23,24; Acts 1:25: Jude 6,7. 

Q. 87. What are we to belive concerning the resurrection? 

Original Form: 
A. We are to belive that, at the last day, there shall be a general resurrection of 
the dead,. both of the just and unjust; 1 when they that are then found alive shall in 
a moment be changed; and the self-same bodies of the dead which are laid in the grave, 
being t2en again united to their souls forever, shall be raised up by the power of 
(Jrc:!.sto The bodies of the just, by the Spirit of Christ, and by virtue of his 
r6s'lrrection as their head, shall b5 raised in power. spiritual, and incorruptible, 
ani made like to his glorious body: ana the bodies of the wicked shall be raised up 
in dishonor by him as an offended Judge. 

1. Acts 24:15 2. I Cor. 15:51-53; I Thess 4:15-17; John 5:28,29 3. I Cor. 15:21-
2), 42-44; Phil 3: 21 4. John 5: 2.8,29; Dan 12:2; Matt. 25: 33 

RPC, ES Form: 
A. We are to believe, that at the last time there shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and unjust: t when they that are then found alive shall in a 
mc:nent be changed; and the self-same bodies of the dead which t-rere laid in the grave. 
being then again united to their souls for ever, shall be raise:i up by the pOl-Ter of 
Christ. v The bodies of the just, by the Spirit of Christ, and by virtue of his 
resurrection as their head, shall be raised in power, spiritual, incorruptible, and 
made like to his glorious body; w and the bodies of the wicked shall be raised up in 
dishonour by him. as an offended judge. x 



tActs 24:15. vI Cor. 15:51-53; I Th. 4:15-17' John 5.28,29. wI COr. i5:2l-231 
, 42-44; Phil. 3:21. xJohn 5:27-29, Matt. 25:33. 

, 

I 

Q. 88. What shall follow after the resurrection? 

Original Form: 
A. Immediately after the resurrection shall follow the general and fina:!. jucJ.g'llent 
of angels and men,l the day and hour whereof no man kno~eth, that all may watch 
and pra;y, and be ever ready for the coming of the Lord. 

1. II Pet. 2:4, Rev. 20:11-13 2. Matt. 24:)6,42,44, Luke 21.35,)6 

RPC, ES Form: 
A. After the resurrection of the just and the unjust shall follow the final 
judgment of angels and men. y The da;y and hour of the coming of the Lord no man 
knoweth that all ma;y watch and pra;y and be ready. Z 

Y2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6,7,14,15; Matt. 25:46. ~att. 24.)6,42,44, Luke 21135,)6 

Q. 89. What shall be done to the wicked at the da;y of judgment? 

Original Form: 
A. At the da;y of judgment, the w1cked shall be set on Christ t s le~t hand, l and 
upon clear eVidence, and full conviction of their own consciences, shall have the 
fearful but just sentence of condemnation pronounced against them;3 and thereupon 
shall be cast out from the favorable presence of God, and the glorious fellowship 
with Christ, his saints, and all his holy angels, into hell, to be punished with 
unspeakable torments both of body and soul, with the devil and his angels forever. 4 

1. Matt. 25:33 2. Rem 2:15.16 3. Matt. 25:41,42 4. Matt. 25146. II Thess 1:8.9 
Luke 16:26; Mark 9.431 Mark 14.21 

RPC,ES Form: 
A. When they are judged, the wicked shall be set on Christ' s left hand. a and, 
upon clear evidence, and full conviction of their own consciences,b shall have 
the fearful but just sentence of condemnation pronounced against them;c and 
thereupon shall be cast out from the favourable presence of God, and the 
glorious fellol'l'ship w1 th Christ, his saints, and all his holy angols, into 
hell, to be punished tnth unsaeakable torments, both of body and soul, with the 
devil and his angels forever. 

BMatt. 25:33. haom. 2:15.16. ~att. 25:41-43. dtuke 16.26; 2 Th. 1:8,9. 

Shorter Ca.techism. 

Both denomina.tions have adopted the Shorter Catechism in its original form -- - ~ 
~ 


