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It is amazing how the church at large has seen the
dramatic side of the Centennial. All over the country plays
and pageants are being written and presented. For in-
stance, a pageant has been prepared on the participation
of Long Island in foreign missions. “The Years Ahead,”
the Centennial Play, requires a small cast and no foreign
costumes. It appeals especially to young people.

The Centennial Hymn Contest resulted in the selection
of “God of Years, Thy Love Hath Led Us” by Dr. J.
Glover Eldridge. Now the Presbyterians of the country
are singing as well as thinking about the new century.

The Centennial Sermon Contest resulted in excellent
presentations of the foreign missionary enterprise. Twelve
of these are printed in a special booklet,

Throughout the country, two thousand Iresbyterian
young people spoke last January and February on “The
Future of Foreign Missions.” Congregations were stirred
to have their own young people grapple with this subject.
In March selections were made in the Presbyteries. Dis.
trict eliminations came next. At General Assembly at
Columbus four young orators competed, These four orators
gave amazingly different presentations. Many felt that
their addresses were the outstanding feature of the Cen-
tennial Assembly. Miss Rasco is now in the Far East, Miss
Bwanson visited stations in Mexico. These winners have
gent back letters telling of their visits to our missions,
. Miss Mary Moore has prepared a Centennial Youth Service
based on these four orations. It is used for young people'’s
groups wishing to observe the Centennial.

Mrs, Robert E. Spear has prepared a most effective and
impressive worship service for the women’s organizations.

Dr. Cleland B. McAfee has prepared a short worship
service for community meetings.

A special church bulletin is also available with blank
gpace inside for the church to use in printing its own
gervice for the particular Centennial celebration service,
if so desired.

The subject of interdenominational emphasis this year
is “Christ in the Life of the World.” A special leaflet telling
how to make this emphasis effective has been prepared.
Mr, Mack has prepared a special youth pamphlet called
“Christian Youth in the Life of the World.” A mimeo-
graphed snmmary of the women’s foreign missionary work
during the past century is also available.

A Centennial Poster was mailed to all the pastors,
“Unless the Lord Build” and “Strangely Enough,” listing
the financial objectives of the Centennial Fund, were also
mailed to every pastor. Certificates of recognition of gifts
to the Centennial Fund by churches and individuals are
ready. Globe banks, blanks for pledges, and offering
envelopes are available,

After the end of the first basic period ecame the Cen-
tennial General Assembly. The Assembly was fittingly
presided over by our Centennial chairman, Dr. William
Hiram Foulkes. Delegates from the national churches
overseas were present at the General Assembly to bring
their greetings. The Play and Pageant were given. Com-
missioners agreed that it was a great spiritnal experience,
Dr. Fonlkes presented the Centennial as a consecration,

as well as a celebration at the closing service, following
stirring addresses by Dr. Speer and Dr. Leber.

Three objectives have emerged from Centennial planning,
Fundamental and foremost is the hope for spiritual
quickening throughout the entire church. A realization
that the Great Commission is just as challenging today
as it was one hundred years ago should drive us to our
knees with a prayer for strength, courage and wisdom, as
we enter the new century,

The second objective is to bring to the church in the
homeland a new understanding and appreciation of the
problems of world Christianity today. In many cases the
lack of interest in foreign missions is because of the lack
of understanding of the problems and opportunities.

The third objective will be achieved if the first two are
realized. This last objective is the raising of a Centennial
Fund to send new missionaries to the foreign field, to make
possible evangelistic expansion, and to meet challenging
opportunities all over the world,

The Centennial

WIVID score years ago, our church fathers formed
in the United States a Board of Foreign Missions,
conceived in prayer, and dedicated to the proposi-
tion of making Jesus Christ known to all nations. Now at
the close of a century of work we are reviewing the results
of the past years and with that record now made, we are
planning for the next hundred years. All over the world
men and women are thinking about what God has wrought
in Iis harvest field. We hold in high honor all who have
taken part in the great missionary movement of our
Preshyterian Chureh through the century.

It is altogether fitting and proper that we should ecele-
brate past trinmphs. But in a larger sense such a celebra-
tion must really be a consecration of the very best in all
of us in order that the coming years may be even more
fruitful than those now gone. The world will little note,
nor long remember what may be said in connection with
the Centenary of Foreign Missions of our church, but it
will never forget what the Board’s missionaries have done
during the hundred years now past.

We who in a peculiar sense bear the mantle of those
early missionaries need to be re-dedicated to the unfinished
work which our predecessors have thus far so nobly ad-
vanced. We need to be re-dedicated to the great task re-
maining before us—that from these great ones who have
gone before we take increased devotion to the Cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we
here highly resolve that the work they commenced shall not
have been in vain; that the Board of Foreign Missions shall
begin its second century with unbounded enthusiasm; and
that this business of preaching Christ to all nations shall
continue to be the supreme interest of the Preshyterian
Church as long as time shall last,

(With apologies to Abraham Lincoln)
Contributed



















































