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2 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SUCCESSION OF MODERATORS

A ssem bly Y ear N am e

1st 1973 H on. W . Jack  W illiam son

2nd 1974 R ev. E rskine L. Jackson

3rd 1975 Judge L eon F. H endrick

4th 1976 R ev. W illiam  A . M clllw aine

5th 1977 H on. Jo h n T . C lark

6th 1978 R ev. G . A iken T ay lor

7th 1979 H on. W illiam  F. Jo seph , Jr.

8th 1980 R ev. P a u lG . Settle

9th 1981 H on. K enneth  L . R yskam p

10th 1982 R ev. R. Laird  H arris

11th 1983 H on. L .B . A ustin  III

12th 1984 R ev. Jam es M . B aird , Jr.

13th 1985 H on. R ich ard C . C hew ning

14th 1986 R ev. Frank M . B arker, Jr.

P lace o f  A ssem bly

B irm ingham , AL 

M acon , G A 

Jackson , MS 

G reenv ille , SC 

Sm yrna. GA 

G rand  R apids, MI 

C harlo tte , NC 

S avannah , GA 

Ft. L auderda le , FL 

G rand R apids, MI 

N orfo lk , VA 

B aton R ouge, LA 

St. L ou is, M O  

Philadelph ia . PA



PART I

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND OFFICES

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

M oderator

T E  Frank M . B arker, Jr.
3181 D olly R idge D rive 

B irm ingham , A labam a 35243 
Phone: 205-967-1634

Stated  C lerk

T E  M orton H . Sm ith 
P .O  B ox 1428 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-4035

T reasurer

RE Earl W itm er 
P .O . Box 1428 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-4035

OFFICES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENCIES

C oord in ator o f  A dm in istration

RE Earl W itm er 
P .O . Box 1428 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-4035

C oord inator for C hristian  E ducation  and Pu blication s

T E  C harles H. D unahoo 
P .O . Box 39 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-6102

C oord inator for M ission  to N orth  A m erica

T E  J. T erry  L. G yger 
P .O . Box 1703 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-5715

C oordinator for M ission  to th e W orld

T E  Paul M cK aughan 
P .O . Box 1744 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-8345
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D irector o f  Insu ran ce, A n n u ities  and R elief

R E  Jam es L. H ughes 
P .O . Box 1430 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-7951

D irector o f  th e P resb yterian  C hurch  in A m erica  Foundation

M r. John W .S . H udson 
4319  M em orial D rive, Suite A-2 

D ecatur, G eo rg ia  30032 
Phone: 404-296-9755

D irector o f  R idge H aven

R E  Edw ard  R obeson 
P .O . Box 565 

R osm an , N orth C aro lina  28772 
Phone: 704-862-3916

President C ovenant C ollege

R E  M artin  E ssenburg 
C ovenant C ollege 

L ookout M ountain , T ennessee  37350 
Phone: 404-820-1560

P resident C ovenant T heological Sem in ary

T E  Paul K ooistra 
12330 C onw ay Road 

St. L ou is, M issouri 63141 
Phone: 314-434-4044

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES AND
AGENCIES

I. PERMANENT COMMITTEES 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION

Teaching E lders: R uling  E lders:

C lass o f  1990
W illiam  S. H enderson, N ortheast 
11 Burning Pines Drive 
B allston Spa, New York 12020

Harold R. Patteson, Palm etto 
625 W ildw ood A venue 
C olum bia, South C arolina  29203

C lass o f 1989
D onald J. M acN air, M issouri 
480  B rightspur Lane 
Ballw in . M isso u ri6 3 0 1 1

Randall W  S tone, M issouri 
1225 B rookside Drive 
Si. L ou is, M issouri 6 3 122

A nderson Q . Sm ith , W estern  C arolina  
Rt. I B ox 3 Peachtree Hills 
M urphy, N orth C aro lina  28906
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C lass o f  1988
W illiam  A. Fox, G u lf C oast, C hairm an 
Box 776
G u lf B reeze, F lorida 32561

W ilson B arbee, C entral C arolina 
Box 192
L ocust, N orth C aro lina  28097

G eorge A. H enning, N ortheast
35 B oxw ood R oad
B ed fo rd , N ew  H am pshire 0 3 102

C lass o f 1987

R obert L. R eym ond, Illiana 
803 R ockhurst Dr.
M anchester, M issouri 63011

John P. H oogstra te, Pacific N orthw est
331 72nd Street
E verett, W ashington  98203

John D. Love, C alvary
420  East G eorgia
W oodruff, South C arolina  29388

A lternates

C harles L ow ry, W estm inster 
L ow ry Hill R oad 
B risto l, V irg in ia  24201

R obert L. L iken , Philadelphia  
505 W oodbrook Lane 
P h iladelph ia , Pennsy lvan ia  19119

M em bers from  the Program  C om m ittees

T eaching E lder and R uling E lder from  C hristian  Education  and Publications

T eaching  E lder and R uling E lder from  M ission to N orth A m erica

T each ing  E lder and R uling E lder from  M ission to  the W orld

(The chairm an o r vice chairm an o f  each Program  C om m ittee  is to be included as one 
o f the tw o m em bers from  these C om m ittees.)

COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Teaching E lders:

Don K C lem ents, New R iver 
18 S im pson A venue 
B lacksburg , V irginia 24060

M orse U pD eG raff. W estm inster 
128 M eadow ood Drive 
B ristol. T ennessee 37620

John R agland, G race 
204 Short Bay Street 
H attiesburg , M ississippi 39401

C lass o f  1990

C lass o f  1989

R uling  E lders:

M ichael L ittle john, Eastern  C arolina 
6905 O ak R idge D rive 
R aleigh , N orth C aro lina  2 7 6 12

B obby G . B lay lock , L ouisiana 
5314 N ew ell Street 
Z achary , L o u is ian a70791

M ark B rink C ovenant 
2084 C ow den
M em phis, T ennessee 38104-7072

K enneth O rr, Pacific 
1 125 N orth C edar 
G len d ale , C alifo rn ia  9 1207
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C lass o f 1988
Paul A lexander, Evangel 
1400 Evangel Dr.
H untsville . A labam a 35805

Paul Settle , C alvary , C hairm an 
105 R iver Street
G reenv ille , South C arolina  29601

Carl Sm ith , C entral Florida 
619 H attaw ay Drive 
A ltam onte Springs, F lorida 32701

C lass o f  1987

G len A. M cC lung, W estern  C arolina 
11 C ap ta in ’s D rive, R oute 2 
C andler, N orth C arolina  28715

A lternates

A dvisory  M em bers

O H .  Sm ith III, G u lf C oast 
1806E . B lount S treet 
Pensaco la , F lorida 32503

T hom as S avage, Texas 
2704 A rbor 
B ryan, T exas 77802

A rlen D ykstra , M issouri 
2143 N . B alias Rd.
St. L ou is, M issouri 6 3 1 3 1

Ralph P rice. C alvary  
4  H ow ell R oad
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29615

Stanley  D. W ells, O klahom a 
12815 W est 118th S treet 
O verland P a rk , K ansas 6 6 2 10

D irector o f  R idge H aven 

President o f  C ovenant C ollege

President o f  C ovenan t Sem inary

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA
Teaching E lders

R. Lynn D ow ning, Southern Florida 
2049 7th C ourt South 
Lake W orth , F lorida 33461

John C. P ickett, Pacific N orthw est 
11602 20th S treet N ortheast 
Lake S tevens, W ashington  98258

W . W ilson B enton, J r .,  M issouri 
1629 M ason V alley R oad 
St. Louis, M issouri 6 3 13 1

C lass o f 1990

C lass o f  1989

C lass o f  1988
W ay n eC . H erring , G race 
116-A H illcrest Road 
B rookhaven. M ississippi 39601

C ortez  C ooper. Pacific
3133 Ebano Drive
W alnut C reek , C alifo rn ia  94598

R uling  E lders

Paul C . A nthony . A scension 
621 W ater D am  Road 
C anonsburg , Pennsy lvan ia  15317

E ugene K. B etts, Philadelphia  
108 R ock R ose Lane 
R adnor, PA 19087-3736

R obert Jenk ins, D elm arva 
T he R otunda Suite 2 18 
711 W . 40 th  S treet 
B altim ore, M aryland 2 1 2 1 1

M urdock C am pbell, G u lf C oast 
1720 E. B lount St.
Pensaco la , F lorida 32503

G ordon Shaw . M issouri 
9 1 1 C layw orth  Drive 
Ballw in , M isso u ri6 3 0 1 1

N icholas B arker, T ennessee  V alley
1600 Fairy Dell Trail
Lookout M ountain , T ennessee 37350
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C lass o f  1987

John B. F ind lay , J r .,  G u lf C oast 
2198 H ighw ay 297A  
C antonm ent, F lorida 32533

G erald  M organ, Southw est 
4050  N onchalant C ircle 
C olorado  S p rings , C o lorado  80917

A lternates

C harles E . M cG ow an , Sou theast A labam a C harles M cE w an , Evangel
1 126A p p ian W ay  2704 V estav ia  Forest P lace
D othan , A la b am a 36301 B irm ingham , A lab am a3 5 2 1 6

R obert R ansom , Jam es R iver, C hairm an 
8624 C hippenham  R oad 
R ichm ond , V irg in ia  23235

COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD

Teaching E lders

R. Laird H arris, D elm arva 
9 H om ew ood Drive 
W ilm ing ton , D elaw are 19803

R obert G . R ayburn . M issouri 
947 R iverw ood Place D rive 
F lo rissan t, M issouri 63031

C lass o f  1990

C lass o f  1989
Harold E. B urkhart, Philadelphia 
407 C edar Hill Road 
A m bler, Pennsylvania  19002

R obert F. A uffarth , D elm arva, C hairm an 
505 W oodlaw n A venue 
N ew ark , D elaw are 19711

N elson K. M alkus, D elm arva 
R .D . 4 , Box 187
Q uarryville , Pennsylvania 17566

John W . P. O liver, C entra l G eorgia 
642 T elfair Street 
A ugusta, G eorg ia  3 0 9 0 1

D onald H oke, T ennessee V alley 
604 V illa  C rest Drive 
K noxville , T ennessee  37923

C lass o f  1988

C lass o f  1987

R uling  E lders

L .B . A ustin  III, T ennessee V alley 
c/o First P resbyterian  C hurch 
554 M cC allie  A venue 
C hattanooga . T ennessee 37402

W illiam  J. G ordy , Southeast A labam a 
c/o  T rin ity  P resby terian  C hurch 
1728 South H ull S treet 
M ontgom ery , A labam a 36104

G erald  W . S o v ere ig n , G u lf C oast 
3992 B ay Poin te D rive 
G u lf B reeze, F lorida 32561

Jack  W . B arker, M issouri 
3 17 W ildb rie r D rive 
B allw in , M issouri 63011

Loyd S trick land , N orth G eorgia 
C rystal Farm s
C hestnu t M ountain , G eorg ia  30502

M .C . C ulbertson , N orth T exas 
3405 C olga te  A ve.
D allas, T exas 75225-4830

N elson M . K ennedy , A scension 
R .D . # 3 ,  Box 173 
D arling ton , Pennsy lvan ia  16115

A lternates

Thom as E. R am sey, Pacific N orthw est 
10404 34th Southw est 
Seattle , W ashington  98146

J .L . T hom pson  III, T ennessee V alley 
4525 H arding  R oad , Suite 105 
N ashville , T ennessee 37205
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II. SPECIAL COMMITTEES

ASSEMBLY THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE

Teaching Elders:

Peter R. D oyle, T ennessee Valley 
1421 Knox V alley Road 
B rentw ood. T ennessee 37027

O. Palm er R obertson , D elm arva
1317 C hilton D rive
S ilver Spring , M aryland 20904

D ouglas F. K elly , M ississippi V alley 
R eform ed Theological Sem inary 
5422 C linton Road 
Jackson , M ississippi 39209

Paul K ooistra, W arrio r 
C ovenan t T heological Sem inary 
12330 C onw ay Road 
S t. Louis, M issouri 6 3 14 1

C lass o f 1989

C lass o f  1988

C lass o f  1987

A lternates

R uling  E lders

V. S tephen O verstreet, G reat Lakes 
6820  H ague Road 
Indianapolis, In d ian a46256

B ruce K itchen, J r . , C entral G eorg ia  
11 Sum m erville  Lane 
A ugusta. G eorg ia  30909

John M cN air, G race 
R oute 2
M t. O live , M ississippi 30119

T hom as M . M cC allie , T ennessee V alley
6 14 Sunset R o ad . W est
L ookout M ountain . T ennessee 37350

COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

Teaching E lders

W illiam  J. Larkin . Jr. Palm etto 
2705 B rinkley Lane 
C olum bia, South C aro lina  29210

Leon F. W ardell, Jam es R iver, C hairm an 
6110 Ivor A venue 
N orfo lk , V irginia 23502

C lass o f  1989

C lass o f  1988

Thom as C o o k , N orth G eorgia 
2 125-B Fieldstone V iew  C ourt 
C onyers, G eorgia 30208

C lass o f  1987

Ex-O fficio

M orton H. S m ith , W estern  C aro lina , Stated  C lerk 
P .O . Box 1428 
D ecatur, G eorg ia  3 0 0 3 1

A lternates

, G reat Lakes 
12256 C onw ay Road 
St. Louis, M issouri 63141

R uling  E lders

D onald  E. B oerem a, C entral F lorida 
5331 Selton  A venue 
Jacksonv ille , F lorida 3 2 2 11

Jack D. M erry , N ortheast
21 H elen D rive
G lens Falls , N ew  Y ork 12801

Elw ood W oods, N orthern Illinois 
9718 Partridge Lane 
C rystal L ake, I ll in o is60014

Leland L. N ichols, Jam es R iver 

D ispu tan ta, V irginia 23842
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS

Teaching E lders

V aughn E. H athaw ay , J r . , G race 
P .O . Box 84
W aynesboro , M ississippi 39367-0084

R obert M . Ferguson, Pacific 
4301 South Real R oad 
B akersfie ld , C alifornia  93309

Paul G ilchris t, T ennessee V alley 
107 Hardy R oad
Lookout M ountain , T ennessee 37.750

R odney K ing, Southw est, C hairm an 
5800 W inderm ere C ourt 
L ithonia, G eorgia 30058

D avid R. D ively , G reat Lakes 
112 E. W oodw orth  S treet 
Bad A xe, M ichigan 4 8 4 13

C lass o f 1990

C lass o f 1989

C lass o f  1988

C lass o f  1987

A lternates

R uling E lders

M ark B elz, M issouri 
429 W ay
St. Louis, M issouri 63122

Jo h n G . T hom pson , W estm inster
614 Lazy Lane
K ingsport, T ennessee 37663

W illiam  H uffm an , C entra l C aro lina  
1229 R idgecrest A venue 
B urling ton , N orth C aro lina  27215

John V an V oorhis, C alvary  
R oute 7 , M t. B rook Trail 
G reenv ille , SC 29609

Joseph D . Phelps, Southeast A labam a 
3051 Hill H edge Drive 
M ontgom ery , A labam a 3 6 111

III. OTHER AGENCIES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
INSURANCE, ANNUITY, AND RELIEF FUNDS

C lass o f  1991

R onald H organ , O klahom a
4205 R ankin Road
O klahom a C ity , O klahom a 73120

J. E dm und Johnston . J r .,  M ississippi V alley 
4226 C anterbury  C ourt 
Jackson , M ississippi 3 9 2 1 1

C lass o f  1990

D ouglas H askew , Evangel 
4854 Shady W aters Lane 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35243

Dale S. W hite , Jam es R iver 
5420 G lenhaven  C res.
N orfo lk , V irg in ia  23508
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C lass o f  1989

Earle M orris , J r ..  Palm etto
1 137 Bay w ater Drive
W est C olum bia, South C aro lina  29169

G ordon W . F rost, Southern  F lorida 
9311 N W  38th Place 
Sunrise, Florida 33321

C lass o f  1988

R obert V anF leet, C entra l F lorida 
10468 SW  57th  T errace 
O cala , F lorida 32674

Jam es Shipley , C entra l G eorg ia , C hairm an 
613 Laeson Drive 
Perry , G eorgia 31069

C lass o f  1987

D avid Jussely , M ississippi V alley 
55 Sharm ont
H attiesburg , M ississippi 39401

Louis P hilhow er, C entral G eorg ia  
2050 U pper R iver Road 
M acon, G eorg ia  31211

A dvisory  M em ber 
Earl W itm er, C oord inato r o f A dm inistra tion

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION

C lass o f  1990

G . Sam uel B artho lom ew , W estern  C arolina  
2 A shley C ircle
A sheville , N orth C aro lina  28805

John A lbritton , E vangel, C hairm an 
PO D raw er 4 3 1 
M ontgom ery, A labam a 36107

C lass o f  1989

R oss B air, Southern  Florida 
9912 NW  15 C ourt 
C oral Springs, F lorida 33065

D avid S. H uggins. J r .,  T ennessee V alley 
942 V an L eer Drive 
N ashville , T ennessee 37220

C lass o f  1988

T hom as B arnes, Southeast A labam a
P .O . Box 311
O pelika, A labam a 36801

R obert C . E berst, Southern  Florida 
9715 SW  142 Drive 
M iam i, F lorida 33176
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C lass o f  1987

T .K . H art, C alvary  
Rt. # 2 ,  M oore Lane 
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29607

V em on C otten , M ississippi V alley 
P .O . Box 594
C arthage, M ississippi 39051

A dvisory M em ber 

Earl W itm er. C oord ina to r o f  A dm inistration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF RIDGE HAVEN

Teaching E lders

G eorge L ong, T ennessee V alley 
211 W atauga Lane
Lookout M ountain , T ennessee 37350

G ordon K. R eed, C entral G eorgia 
R eform ed T heological Sem inary 
5422 C lin ton  Road 
Jackson , M ississippi 39209

Edw ard T . N oe, Philadelphia  
311 S. New Street 
W estC h este r, Pennsylvania  19381

Jaym e S. S ickert, C alvary  
807 C alvert A venue 
C lin ton , South C aro lina  29325

Henry B ishop
239 East M arion A venue
C rystal Springs, M ississippi 39059

C lass o f  1991

C lass o f  1990

C lass o f 1989

C lass o f  1988

R uling  E lders

Rene S chm id t, Southern  Florida
161 N W  36th S treet
Ft. L auderdale , F lorida 33309

H ow ard J. H okrein , C entral G eorg ia  
Rt. 2, Box 330 
T h o m so n , G eorg ia  30824

G eorge F. Fox, A scension  
# 2  Fox R oad
Portersv ille . Pennsylvania  16051

C lass o f  1987

R o y ceC . W a ite s ,C a lv a ry ,C h a irm a n  
P .O . Box 4 8 7 1
C olum bia . South C aro lina  29240

N ew ton B rooks, C ovenant 
Sum m er: P .O . Box 565 
R osm an, N orth C arolina  28772 
W inter: 413 M ain Street 
C hattahoochee, F lorida 32324

A dvisory  M em ber

C harles H D unahoo. C oord inato r o f  C hristian  Education  and Publications

Director

Edw ard  R obeson 
P .O . Box 565 

R osm an. N orth C aro lina  28772
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT COLLEGE

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f 1990

W illiam  B arker, W estern  C arolina 
P .O .B o x  2330
A sheville . N orth C arolina  28802

Robert W . B ow m an. C entral Florida 
1221 Trin ity  W oods Lane 
M aitland , F lorida 3 2 7 5 1

T hom as G . K ay, W arrior 
P .O . Box 246
C entrev ille . A labam a 35042

C. A1 Lutz, G reat Lakes 
975 C harw ood  Drive 
L exington, K entucky 40503-5029

M orton H. Sm ith , W estern  C arolina 
P .O . Box 1428 
D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031

A llen M aw hinney. Pacific
304 A venida C hapala
San M arcos, C aliforn ia  92069

J. R ender C aines, T ennessee V alley 
4919 C ourt S treet 
C hattanooga, T ennessee 37412

Jam es J. C onrad . Southern  Florida 
6 9 8 6 T ra il Boulevard 
N aples, Florida 33940

C lass o f 1989

C lass o f  1988

W . W ayneC urlcs , C entral G eorgia 
3317 W estgate Boulevard 
A lbany. G eorgia 31707

J G ary A itken, Palm etto 
2641 N orth Beltline B oulevard 
C olum bia, South C arolina  29204

John M. M acG regor, N orth G eorgia 
6 5 1 B ouldercrest Drive 
M arietta, G eorgia 30064

Richard C hew ning, North Texas, Chairm an 
P .O . Box 430 
H ew itt, T exas 76643

H u g h O . M aclellan , Sr. T ennessee V alley
109 East Brow  Road
Lookout M ountain . T ennessee 37350

R obert D. G ray , D elm arva 
2415 K now les Road 
W ilm ington, D elaw are 19810

W endell G raves, O rthodox Presbyterian  
514 K ingbard 
W aterloo , Iow a 50701

W illiam  M cK ay, W estern  C arolinas
RFD  #  1, Box 474
Flat R ock, N orth C arolina  28731

W illiam  H. H all, C entral F lorida 
1019 S w eetb riar Road 
O rlando , Florida 32806

H erbert C rew s, C alvary  
I Sheraton  A venue 
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29615

Jam es E. B us, E astern C arolina
1207 L inton C ourt
C ary , N orth C arolina  2 7 5 1 1

G raham  G utsche . D elm arva 
500 W ilson Road 
A nnapolis. M ary lan d 2 1 4 0 l

Jam es K D ay, G race 
P .O . Box 692
B rookhaven, M ississippi 39601
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C lass o f  1987

S tephen L eonard , M issouri 
1429 K entbrooke Dr. 
B allw in , M issouri 63021

M yron D unton , O klahom a 
4629  South T oledo  
T u lsa , O k la h o m a74135

R obert H eerd t, Philadelphia  
600  L indley R oad 
G lenside , P ennsy lvan ia  19038

C larence den  D ulk , O rthodox Presbyterian  
2644 S low  F light Dr.
D aytona B each , F lo rida  32014

Jam es K aufm ann , E vangel 
11011 V ivian D rive (H )
H untsv ille , A labam a 35810

Joel B elz, W estern  C aro lina  
Box 3108
A shev ille , N orth C aro lina  28805

R obert B utterfie ld , C entra l Florida 
2043 S iesta  Lane 
O rlando , F lo rida  32804

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Teaching E lders R u ling  E lders

C lass o f  1990

John E. G rau ley , C entra l G eorg ia  R obert M orrison , D elm arva
134 B uford P lace 208 N . R oyal S t .
M acon, G eorg ia  31201 A lexandria , V irg in ia  22314

A rth u rC . S to ll, N orthern  Illinois 
750 East M ain S treet 
South E lg in , Illinois 60177

H erbert A. H ollender, W estern  C arolina  
16 W alnut C ourt
H endersonv ille , N orth C arolina  28739

W ill H uisingh, Pacific  N orthw est 
2 1 0 S o u th w est 197th Place 
S eattle , W ashington  98166

V ernon P ierce , C entral Florida
5220 B rittany D rive S
St. P etersburg , F lo rida  3 3 7 15
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C lass o f  1989

R ichard W . T yson , Philadelphia 
1518 M anley R oad, A pt. B-32 
W estC h este r, Pennsylvania  19382

C lass o f  1988

C harles B . H olliday . A scension 
141 C rescent H ills Road 
P ittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15235

John W . B usw ell, C entral Florida 
6101 N orth H abana A venue 
T am pa, F lo rida33614

Jam es D. H atch , N orth G eorgia 
4421 D C reek Ford D rive 
D u lu th , G eorg ia  30136

R odney D. S tortz. M issouri 
2209 N orth Balias R oad 
St. Louis. M issouri 63131

A llen M . B aldw in, G reat Lakes 
1457 A rdm ore, S .E .
G rand R apids. M ichigan 49507

Bill C om bs, South T exas 
5403 T im pani Dr.
F riendsw ood, Texas 77546

J. R obert F iol. Jam es R iver 
U .S . N aval Station 
K eflavic , Box 41
F .P .O . N ew  Y ork . NY 0 9 5 7 1-0341

C lass o f  1987

W . Lee T roup , A scension
931 Shenango R oad
B eaver F alls, Pennsy lvan ia  15010

R ichard  H . E llingsw orth , D elm arva 
2331 O ld  C ourt R oad , A pt. 302 
B altim ore, M aryland 21208

R obert F. S truck , Evangel 
3533 Laurel V iew  Lane 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35216

Jam es B . O rd e rs , J r . , C alvary  
Box 3827
G reenv ille . South C aro lina  29607

G . Paul Jones , J r . , C entral G eorgia 
P .O . Box 6497 
M aco n , G eorg ia  31213

John E. S pencer, Evangel 
3500 M ill Run R oad 
B irm ingham , A la b am a 35223

Lanny M oore, C alvary , C hairm an
P .O . Box 6276
Fort M yers, F lorida 33911

C lark B reed ing , N orth T exas 
Box 12447
D allas. T exas 75225-0447

R obert N. T ay lo r, Pacific 
13721 G lenoaks B oulevard 
Sylm ar, C alifo rn ia  91342

W illiam  P. T hom pson , M ississippi V alley 
P .O . Box 290
Y azo o C ity , M ississippi .39141



DIRECTORY 15

IV. AD-INTERIM COMMITTEES

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY BAPTISM

T E  Frank M . B arker, J r .,  Evangel 
3181 D olly R idge D rive 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35243

T E  C arl W . B ogue, J r .,  A scension , C hairm an 
591 Y ager R oad 
C lin ton , O hio  44216

T E  G eorge W . K night III, M issouri 
1417 C hristine  D rive 
D es Peres, M issouri 63131

RE John T hom pson , W estm inster
614  Lazy Lane
K ingsport, T ennessee 37663

T E  Paul S ettle , C alvary 
105 R iver S treet
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29601

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE 
ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Teaching E lders

F ran k M . B arker, J r .,  Evangel 
3181 D olly R idge D rive 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35243

W illiam  B arker, W estern  C arolina 
P .O . Box 2330
A sheville , N orth C aro lina  28802

Paul G ilchris t, T ennessee V alley 
107 H ardy Road
Lookout M ountain , T ennessee 37350

Paul G . S ettle , C alvary 
3 Ivy Trail
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29615

G eorge W . K night III, M issouri 
1417 C hristine  D rive 
D es P eres, M issouri 63131

R uling  E lders

W . Jack  W illiam son , Sou theast A labam a
C hairm an
B ox 467
G reenv ille , A labam a 36037

R o b ertC . C annada , M ississippi V alley
P .O .B o x  22567
Jackson , M ississippi 39205

R ichard  C hew ning , N orth T exas 
P .O . Box 430 
H ew itt, T exas 76643

B ruce F erg , Southw est 
4809 E. 13th St.
T ucson , A rizona 8 5 7 1 1

D avid F. C offin , D elm arva 
2809 C hurch Rd.
M itchellv ille , M aryland 20716

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE 
TO STUDY FREE MASONRY

Teaching E lders

John M . O tis , W estm inster 
Rt. 1, Box 3
C o eb u m , V irg in ia  24203

Jack B. Scott, M ississippi V alley , C hairm an
4793 K enilw orth  Drive
Stone M ountain , G eorg ia  30083

R uling  E lders

John T . C la rk , C entra l G eorg ia  
2724 Ingleside A venue 
M acon, G eorg ia  31204

John S pencer, Evangel 
3500 M ill R un R oad 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35223
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AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE 
ON NUCLEAR WARFARE

Teaching E lders

R obert B. N eedham , C H C , U SN , Pacific
9715 D ove C ircle
Fountain V alley , C alifo rn ia  92708

R obert A . M illiken , N ortheast 
65 H enry A venue 
N ew burgh, New Y ork 12550

, G reat L akes, C hairm an 
12330 C onw ay Road 
St. Louis, M issouri 63141

D. Jam es K ennedy, Southern  Florida 
5555 N . Federal H ighw ay 
Ft. L auderdale , F lorida 33308

R uling  E lders

K enneth  L. R yskam p, Southern  F lorida 
10440 SW  53rd A venue 
M iam i, F lorida 33156

D avid C offin , J r . , D elm arva 
2809 C hurch  R oad 
M itchellv ille , M aryland 20853

D avid F orslund , Southw est 
309 A ragon
Los A lam os, N ew  M exico  87544

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE 
ON PAEDO COMMUNION

T eaching E lders R uling  E lders

R o b e r ts .  R ayburn , Pacific N W , C hairm an 
8 18 South M Street 
T acom a, W ash ing ton , 98405

Edm und P. C low ney , Jam es R iver 
T rin ity  Presbyterian  C hurch 
P .O . B ox5102
C harlo ttesv ille , V irg in ia  22905

R obert L . R eym ond, Illiana 
803 R ockhurst Drive 
M anchester, M issouri 6 3 0 1 1

Frank C . H orton , M ississippi V alley 
704 East Leake Street 
C lin ton , M ississippi 39056

W illiam  A dam s, C entra l G eorg ia  
c /o  First P resbyterian  C hurch 
682 M ulberry  S treet 
M aco n , G eorg ia  31201

AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE 
TO STUDY DIACONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Teaching E lders

T im othy  J. K eller, Philadelphia 
3006 A nzac A venue 
R oslyn , Pennsylvania  19001

Edm und P. C low ney , Jam es R iver 
1103 C ottonw ood Road 
C harlo ttesv ille , V irginia 22901

Jam es D. H atch , N orth G eorgia 
4421 D  C reek Ford Drive 
D uluth , G eorgia 30136

Frederick T. M arsh . M ississippi V alley , C hairm an 
204 M elrose
Jackson , M ississippi 39211

R uling  E lders

M r. F rank H arder, Philadelphia  
c /o  T he T en th  P resbyterian  C hurch  
1700 Spruce Street 
P h iladelph ia , Pennsy lvan ia  19103

M r. H adley  T . M itchell, T ennessee V alley 
c /o  E ast R idge Presbyterian  C hurch 
4919  C ourt Street 
C hattanooga, T ennessee 37412

Jim m y L yons, Evangel 
1345 N avajo  Trail 
A labaster, A labam a 35007



PART II

JOURNAL 
MINUTES— MONDAY AFTERNOON 

June 23, 1986

First Session 

14-1 Assembly Called to Order and Opening Worship.
The Fourteenth General Assem bly o f the Presbyterian Church in Am erica was 

declared in session by RE Richard Chew ning, m oderator, at 12:30 p .m . on M onday, 
June 23, 1986, in the auditorium  o f the Philadelphia Academ y o f M usic, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The Assembly moved first to the opening service o f  w orship, under the 
direction of Philadelphia Presbytery, according to the following order.

Prelude
A M ighty Fortress ..............................................................................................................................................  P raetorius
Jesus, D earest M aster .................................................................................................................................................  B ach
W e N ow  Im plore ..............................................................................................................................................  B uxtehude

M r. M arian  D . A llen , O rganist 
The W estm inste r B rass

C all to  W orship
‘ T he D oxology (page xvi in the T rin ity  H ym nal)
‘ T he Invocation  (rem ain  standing for the hym n)
‘ H ym n 81 .............................................................................................................................................................  E in ’ feste B urg
Scripture R eading ............................................................................................................................... T E  H arold  E . B urkhart

P asto r, C hrist R eform ed Presby terian  C hurch  
O re land , Pennsy lvan ia

Prayer ...........................................................................................................................................................T E  G eorge W . Sm ith
Pastor, C alvary  Presby terian  C hurch  

W illow  G rove, Pennsy lvan ia
T H E  T E N SIO N  I SE N SE /T H E  H O PE I H A V E  ............................................................  R E  R ichard  C . C hew ning

1985 M oderato r 
T he P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica

P rayer fo r the G eneral A ssem bly
‘ H ym n 177 .............................................................................................................................................................  S t. C hristopher
T he C om m union  Service
M E D IT A T IO N  ..........................................................................................................................................  T E  Jam es M . Boice

Pastor, T enth  Presby terian  C hurch 
Ph iladelph ia , Pennsy lvan ia

Prayer ........................................................................................................................................................ R E  W illiam  H . Pascoe
E lder, T enth  Presby terian  C hurch

D istribution o f the E lem ents
Scripture R eading D uring  the D istribution  .......................................................................... R E  M anfred  O . G aribotti

C lerk  o f  Session , T enth  Presby terian  C hurch
Prayer
‘ H ym n 310 .................................................................................................................................................................... M orecam be
‘ B enediction
Postlude

H ornpipe (W ater M usic) .......................................................................................................................................  H andel
M r. M arian D . A llen , O rganist 

T he W estm inste r B rass

‘ C ongregation  standing
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14-2 Enrollment, Quorum, and Roll.
Following a brief recess, the Assembly reconvened at 2:30 p.m . The stated clerk 

reported a quorum present and the final roll o f com m issioners was as follows.

A S C E N S IO N  P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are Pennsy lvan ia, excep t as ind ica ted .)

City C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

A kron, OH Faith C arl B ogue 
Peter Stazen

R obert O ldaker

Beaver C hapel S teven M aker
B eaver Falls C hrist Larry' E lenbaum
B ovard C ovenant D aniel Perrin
B utler W estm inster W arren  W est Jo h n W . M iller
C arm ichaels G reene V alley Dale W elden R obert Stuck
C um berland , M D Faith D aniel Doriani
D arlington D arlington W illiam  A lbany N elson K ennedy
Eighty Four V iew C rest N ick Protos K erry B lack
E llw oodC ity Berean Bruce G ardner
E. L iverpoo l, OH First Evangel Jam es T hom pson
Independence, OH W estm inster Ref. S tevan H om ing
Industry Fairv iew  Ref. R ichard  Raines
Johnstow n Trin ity D avid K arlberg
Ligonier Pioneer D onald R em illard
M cK ees R ock Providence A rthur B roadw ick 

Daryl D avis
Jo h n W . Todd

M onroeville New H ope Bruce M aw hinney
Sovereign  G race Frank M oser R obert B audoux

M urrysville M aranatha Ref. C harles W inkler
N . H untingdon C alvin Jo h n C . T aylor
Pitcaim PC o f  Pitcaim John  W ilson
Pittsburgh First Ref. 

M ission C hapel
C harlie  H olliday 
Kurt Lutjens

R obert A shbaugh

Port A llegany G race W illiam  V oorhis
U pper St. C lair South H ills Ref. A rnold  Frank
V alencia G ospel Fellow ship B ailey C adm an A rthur H arbison
V olant H illcrest Jerry  M aguire K enneth  M eals
W exford C ovenant R obert E ickelberg R obert G roves
W illiam sville , NY C  o f  the S avior M ichael A R ogers

Thom as G regory 
Jam es K obb 
L aw rence O ldaker 
R obert Peterson 
Jam es F. Snyder

C A L V A R Y  P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in South C aro lina .)

City C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

A bbeville New H ope C harles C ham pion Fred Lew is
A nderson N ew  C ovenant W illiam  H yer
C lem son C lem son Jo h n Q . Hall John E vans
C onestee Reedy R iver K enneth  G entry  Jr. Ed V aughn
Easley C ovenant Steve B ostrom
E dgefield E dgefield R ichard  L indsay
G reenville C alvary V icto r Jones

Edw in M cC lurken
M itchell Road H enry H ope
Second Paul Settle John Van V oorhis

D ouglas G riffith L igon D uncan
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Landrum Philadelphia Paul N asekos
Laurens Friendship T . M ark D uncan
M oore C enter Point John Love R obert M cA bee
N ew berry Sm yrna J. G aynor Phillips
R eidville R eidville D avid Frierson
R ock Hill H opewell John Dodd B ob D ow dle

W estm inster Shelton Sanford 
D arrell M cIntyre

Jam es H am bright

Roebuck M t. C alvary D avid A lexander
S im psonville D avenport Rd. John  C am pbell Joe H inson
Spartanburg Providence R. G rady Love
T ravelers R est T ravelers Rest Jam es A . W iest
W oodruff A ntioch M ack C arlton
Y ork Filbert

Tem ple
W allace T insley  
R obert Berry

T hom as C ross 
D avid S incla ir 
Loren V. W atson

Jo h n R . A nderson

C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in N orth C aro lina .)

C ity C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g E lder

B elm ont East B elm ont S tephen R obinson
B urlington N orthside G ene Parks
C harlo tte Freedom  

N ew  H ope 
P rosperity

C . E ugene C raven 
W illiam  O sterhaus 
S tephen Stout

D enver L akeshore D ew ey M urphy M itchell B yers
Lexington M eadow view L. K enneth  Hash G lenn  O w en
Locust C arolina Eulice D. T hom as W ilson J. B arbee
M atthew s C hrist C ovenant H arry L. R eeder 

T hom as F. Henry
M ike C ouch

N. Belm ont G oshen A lfred Saleeby
Stanley C astanea R obert W ilcox R ichard Sherrill

C E N T R A L  FL O R ID A P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in F lo rida .)

City C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g  E lder

Bradenton Hope R andall G reenw ald
D eland Im m anuel D avid B oxerm an
G ainesville Faith Dale L inder
Jacksonville N orthshore

W estm inster
T hom as Ellis 
A nthony R. D allison

Lakeland C ovenant Bill C am pbell
M aitland O rangew ood C harles G reen 

Thom as M yers 
C arl Sm ith

C harles W aldron

M elbourne C ovenant Dan H endley
N orth Port First T hom as M cC lelland
O cala G race N eilG ilm o u r C huck B lack
O rangew ood Pinew ood John B radshaw
O rlando Sand Lake W illiam  C olcasure
Palm  H arbor C om m unity K enneth  M atlack
Pinellas Park G race Joe E asterling
Port R ichey R iver R idge A1 Barth
Sarasota C ovenan t Life A ndrew  Phillips
T am pa Sem inole John W . Busw ell
Venice A uburn  Road Steve W ood Jo e lT rau b
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W auchula Faith A lbert R ussell H ow ard  E lem s
W inter H aven C ovenant L eonard  B ullock John Form an
W inter Park Im m anuel T hom as S idebotham

Stephen C hristian 
R odney C ulbertson 
W ill Faires 
C arlton  H eil 
R . C . Sproul 
R ussell Tom s

C E N T R A L  G E O R G IA  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in G eorg ia .)

C ity C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g  E lder

A lbany N orthgate W ayne C uries
A ugusta First John O liver 

R andy Q . Sm ith
B ru ceG . K itchen , Jr. 
Jo h n T . B ailie , Jr.

C olum bus W estm inster Jim  C am pbell
G arden C ity C hapel in G ardens T om m y C arr Jam es C avanah
M acon First H enry Schum  

John G rauley
G eorge N ottingham  
Jo h n T . C lark  
Jerom e S trickland

V ineville W ilson Sm ith D. K . R ean
M artinez W estm inster J. A rchie M oore Ju lian  D avis
Perry Perry Jam es Shipley
Savannah Eastern  H eights 

Hull M em orial
Sam  M artin , Jr. 
Jam es B arr

W endell C onner

Providence Sco tt R eiber H arry B rodm ann
Statesboro Trinity R oland B arnes W . R andall H ickm an
T hom son Thom son H ow ard  H okrein
V aldosta W estm inster B en K onopa R obert M ontague

C O V E N A N T  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M ississipp i, excep t as ind ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g  E lder

C arrollton C arrollton Joe G rider
C lark  sdale First T hom as G . Kay 

M ichael J. A hlberg
C leveland C ovenant T im othy S tarnes
H ouston H ouston Paul H onom ichl
Indianola First C a r lB ra n n a n .J r . H ow ard  Q . D avis, Jr.
Jackson , TN G race C arl C haplin
Little  R ock , AR C ovenant R obert C annada , Jr. R obert B radsher
M arks M arks L aurie V . Jones
O sceo la , AR First M ike Sartelle A rthu r R ogers
O xford C ollege Hill A lan C ochet J. B . K elly
T upelo Law ndale T im  Fortner

P h illip  H urt 
C . H ow ard  O akley  
Jim m y T urner 
Jam es Y oung

D E L M A R V A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M ary land , excep t as ind ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g  E lder

A nnapolis E vangelical W illiam  M ahlow
A rling ton , VA C hrist C hurch Jam es H utchens
B altim ore A bbott M em orial Ref. R obert L ynn A lbert R ode
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A isquith T hom as G raham
Evangelical T hom as N icholas
Faith  C hristian C raig  G arrio tt
Forest Park W alter M enges
G race Ref. D aniel B roadw ater
Inverness W illiam  Jones

Bel A ir New C ovenant Larry W anaselja
Bowie R eform ed M ichael C olem an
D over, DE R eform ed Jonathan  S eda
Elkton E vangelical W alte rG ien ap p
Ellicott C ity C hapelgate D avid G eib
G ainesv ille , VA H eritage T im othy H abbershon 

John Lash
G erm antow n Shady G rove
H ancock G race G arry  Knaebel
H ochessin , DE Berea Lynden S tew art
H yattsville W allace M em orial 0 .  P alm er R obertson 

R ichard H olm es
Lutherville V alley R onald H arding
M anassas, VA C ornerstone G lenn M acN aughton

G ainesville R obert Schoof 
Philip  D ouglass

M artinsburg , VA Pilgrim H arry G rim es
M cL ean, VA M cLean Stephen Sm allm an 

E dw ard Satterfield
New C astle , DE Bethany Ken H ines

M anor G ustav  B lom quist
N ew ark , DE Evangelical R obert A uffarth  

C alv in  Frett 
D avid Fidati

Pasadena Sevem a Park T om  W enger 
G len Parkinson

R eisterstow n C ovenan t o f  G race
R eston , VA Reston Stephen Baldw in
Springfie ld , VA H arvester R onald L. B ossom
T im onium Tim onium R onald S tandiford 

K. Eric Perrin
W ilm ing ton , DE C ovenant B ruce H ow es

Faith Jam es Brow n
W oodbridge, VA G race Ref. D aniel O sborne

G eorge B ragdon 
R. Laird  Harris 
Beryl H ubbard 
R obert Louthan 
N elson M alkus 
H arry M arshall 
D avid S trum beck

E A ST E R N  C A N A D A  PR E SB Y T E R Y

City C hurch T each ing  E lder

D artm outh , NS G race Ref. D onald C odling
K itchener, O nt. G race R obert M cPherson
S carborough, Ont. G race & Peace H ow ard M cPhee
U nionville . O nt. First M ichael G oheen

LeR oy T aft 
A llan T ibbels

D avid C offin  
Jam es T hom as

Larry S traw  
T hom as D izer

R obert M orrison

Jam es H aber 
R ichard F. B aker 
W illiam  M oore 
R ichard  Penner

L ester K erns

B ayard B endler

S cott M cC ann 
W illiam  M etzger

Russell Doig

Lloyd M oore

R ulin g E lder

G uenther H aas
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E A ST E R N  C A R O L IN A  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in N orth C aro lina .)

C ity

C ary

Frem ont 
G oldsboro  
Jacksonville  
New Bern 
R aleigh

C hurch

Peace

W hite O ak 
A ntioch 
C ovenant 
V illage C hapel 
C alvary

T each in g  E lder

Jam es W orkm an 
Byron C urtis

J. Lew is B aker

W arren T huston

E V A N G E L  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in A labam a.)

C ity

A nniston
B irm ingham

C hurch

Faith
A ltadena V alley 
Briarw ood

T each ing  E lder

D avid B ryson

Frank B arker 
T hom as R. C aradine 
R. T hom as C heely

W illiam  Hay

R ichard T rucks 
J o e L . Ellis 
Langston H aygood

S teve Jussely 
E dgar Johnson 
Paul A lexander 
C raig  C hilds 
Joel B eezley

Jim m y Lyons 
T ay lo r M cG ow n 
G eorge M itchell 
Ingram  Philips

G R A C E  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M ississipp i.)

C ity C hurch T each in g  E lder

Bay Springs Bay Springs Philip  M cR ae
Biloxi First
B rookhaven Faith W ayne H erring
C entreville T hom son M em orial R ichard  L. B urguet
C ollins C ollins Stephen Rarig
C olum bia C olum bia Leonard  Hendrix
G ulfport First M ike C raig

H attiesburg Bay Street John R agland
First Lee T aylor

W oodland D avid Jussely
H azlehurst First D aniel Thom pson
Laurel C ovenant W alter Shepard
Liberty Liberty Randall R ichm ond
M agee M agee G eorge C rocker

Sharon T im othy Dye
M oss Point M oss Point D onald H endricks

G adsden

H elena
H untsville
Leeds
R ussellville

C ovenan t
Fron tier
Third

First

Rainbow
Evangel
W estm inster
C om m unity
First

R ulin g E lder

W illiam  Farm er

W illiam  H. F aires, Sr. 
D onald  S tark 
M ike L ittlejohn

R ulin g E lder

Jack T o th ero w  
M ichael Payne 
John  G unn Sr. 
D ouglas H askew  
C raw ford  N evins 
T hom as F. Leopard  
G eorge K . M oss 
Francis Hare 
R oosevelt Rush 
R. B. H ezlep , Jr.

B en C am p 
R obert King

Phil A nderson

R ulin g E lder

Elvin Vestal 
G eorge G ulley 
J. W . W hite

W illiam  W oleben 
C harles H olcom b 
C harles R oberts 
Frank G ardner 
W illiam  W icht 
Bill G ates

G . C arey  H auenstein

Ray Little
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Picayune
Prentiss
T aylorsville
W aynesboro

W oodville

First
Prentiss
First
Philadelphus
W aynesboro
First

S tanley  H artm an 
French T ripp  
R aym ond H ellings 
R obert H ollingsw orth  
V aughn H athaw ay 
Eugene C . C ase

M ichael C raig  
Edw ard  Jussely  
W illiam  S tanw ay

G R E A T  L A K E S PR E SB Y T E R Y

C ity

Bad A xe, M I 
C inc innati, O H

C ynth iana, KY 
Fenton, MI 
G rand  R apids, M I 
Indianapolis, IN 
M uncie , IN 
V alparaiso , IN 
W orth ing ton , OH

C hurch

First
Ch o f  C ovenan t 
Faith 
C ovenant 
Tyrone C ovenant 
C hrist C hurch 
G race
W estm inster 
G ood  Shepherd 
Trin ity

T each ing  E lder

D avid D ively 
M ark D albey 
H ow ard  H art 
Stan Johnson 
D avid S tockm ent 
Paul E. Engle 
D avid M cK ay 
Petros R oukas 
C orbett H eim burger 
R obert W ildem an , Sr.

 
A ddison P. Soltau

R ulin g E lder

T hom as Stein

Don M oore 
J im R u ark

G U L F  C O A ST  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in F lo rida , excep t as ind icated .)

C ity

Ft. W alton Beach 
G u lf Breeze 
M adison 
Pensacola

R obertsdale , AL

C hurch

W estm inster
C oncord
G race
M cllw ain  M em orial

N ortheast
Faith

T each in g  E lder

Joseph C lark 
W illiam  Fox

D onald C . G raham

Jack W aller 
R aym ond Fell

A m ie M aves

R ulin g E lder

G erald  Sovereign  
A . Ju lian  G ibson 
W illiam  M . H arris IV 
M urdock M . C am pbell

IL L IA N A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in Illinois, except as ind ica ted .)

City

Belleville
C oulterv ille
E dw ardsville
G odfrey
W aterloo

C hurch

Im m anuel 
G randco te  Ref. 
C ovenant 
W estm inster 
C oncord

T each in g  E lder

T hom as Jones 
Thom as W aldecker 
Je ff  R akes 
S tephen Ford 
D aniel D erm yer

H arold  S tigers

R ulin g E lder

C lyde K om egay

G lenn Baas

JA M E S  R IV E R  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in V irg in ia.)

C ity C hurch  T each in g  E lder

C harlo ttesville

C hesapeake
C hester

T rin ity

E vangelical
C entra lia

Joseph F. R yan 
E dm und P. C low ney 
Jack  U nangst 
John H olm es

R ulin g E lder
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H am pton C alvary Ref. K erry H urst
New Bethel Jam e sC . A llen

H opewell W est End E. Lee T rinkle

W . H opewell L aw rence R off
M idlothian Sycam ore H arry Long
N orfolk C alvary Leon W ardell

Im m anuel W illiam  H arrell
Petersburg T abb  Street M ichael F razier
R ichm ond All Saints Ref. 

C entra lia
H ow ard G riffith

Stony Poin t Ref. Frank C rane
V irginia B each Eastm inster R ussell F laxm an

New C ovenant Joseph M ullen
New Life W allace Sherbon

W illiam sburg G race C ovenant R obert H opper 

H arold B orchert

K O R E A N  E A ST E R N  PR E SB Y T E R Y

City C hurch T each ing  E lder

A tlanta, GA K orean Shingung C hung II
B altim ore, M D C entral Korean D ae-H oom  Im
B ridgeton , M O First K orean C h u llC h o o  Yoon
B urke, VA Korean T aek Yong Kim
C olum bus, GA G rain W heat B yong Pak
F lushing, NY K orean C anaan Y oo Anh
M cL ean , VA M cL ean K orean Sang M ook Kim
P hiladelphia , PA Em m anuel I. H enry Koh 

B y u n g U k O h
St. Louis, M O Korean C hong W an Lee
V ienna, VA K orean C entral W on Sang Lee
W oodside , NY Korean Sam uel Park 

C hi-Soon  Park

Sang H o Nam

K O R E A N  SO U T H W E ST  PR E SB Y T E R Y

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder

C upertino , CA K orean G lory Yang D ong Zoe
H ouston , TX K orean Edw ard S. Kim
O range , CA O range D avid Kim
San Jose , CA K orean Peniel H o Son Kyung

Bethany Jae D eok Jang
San L eandro , CA Eden Korean K yung Lee
Sunnyvale , CA H osanna Y oung Shin

L O U IS IA N A  P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in L ouisiana.)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder

K enner Trinity Steven B radford
Lafayette C ovenant Jam es A. M eek
M onroe A uburn A venue D arw in  Jordan
O akdale First C harles R odriguez
R uston John Knox R obert Bell
Shreveport G race Eric M cQ uitty
Z achary Plains Joe G ardner

Leland L. N ichols 
W illiam  M itchell

W illiam  A dkins 
D ale W hite

A1 Y ancey 
W alter L astovica 
Bob R anson

John R am irez

R ulin g E lder

C hiw han Kim

Eok-Soon Kim

R ulin g E lder

R uling E lder

Jam es D avis 
T . N. Sam uel, Jr.



JOURNAL

M ISSISSIPPI V A L L E Y  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M ississipp i.) 

C ity C hurch  T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

Brandon
C arthage
Clinton
D eKalb
Forest
Jackson

K osciusko
Louisville

M adison 
R idgeland 
Rolling Fork 
V icksburg 
Y azoo C ity

B randon
C arthage
C lin ton
D eK alb
C ovenant
A lta W oods

First

N orth Park 
Trinity  
W estm inster 
First
C ovenant
First
First
Pear O rchard 
R olling Fork 
W estm inster 
First 
Second

R obert Duhs 
D aniel G ilchrist 
Paul Z etterho lm  
C . D av id T rim m ier 
Joseph W ilkins 
D onald K rafft

Jam es M . Baird 
B rister W are

Jam es Shull 
Flowell W are 
John R eeves 
Jam es FI. B arnes 
W illiam  H. Sm ith 
R obert Schw anebeck 
Steve W allace 
W illiam  W hitw er 
R obert H obson

W illiam  H ughes

Ron Lively 
M ark Low ry 
Frederick M arsh 
D onald Patterson 
Jack Scott

W . B H ill, Sr. 
T hom as Sanford  
G eorge G illespie 
Jam es L. M oore 
R obert C . C annada 
R obert G . G illespie 
Roy Law rence 
Jam es Ford 
W illiam  Pleasant 
Joe Fenw ick

H enry Fair

J a c k C .T re lo a r

R obert E. W alker 
P hilip  R. Ferriess 
B radford  S tew art

M ISSO U R I PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M issouri.)

City C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g E lder

Ballw in W estm inster Ref. S. M ichael Preg A rcher H ager
M elvin H . Farrar

C olum bia R edeem er D onald Jefferson
K ansas C ity A scension Law rence L unceford John  C arran

St. Louis C ovenan t R odney S tortz
G race and Peace H al K ennedy
K irk o f  the H ills W ilson  B enton W illiam  Dare
M em orial G eorge S tulac T erry  Jones
M urphy-B lair H enri M ort W hitm an
Providence Ref. D avid W inecoff John Hill

Eric Dye
W ashington N ew P o rt Jam es R outszong
W ebster G roves O ld O rchard R onald Lutjens M ark Belz

H ubert B aker 
R oger Hunt 
J o n K . M aas 
D onald M acN air 
A lbert M oginot, Jr. 
R obert G . R ayburn
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N EW  JE R SE Y  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in N ew  Jersey .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder

B rick C alvary C raig  D iB enedictis
CherTy Hill C ovenant D onald S tam  

Don Long
Fairton Fairfield F. A llan S to ry , Jr.
Law renceville E vangelical Jam es M idberry
M iddletow n N ew  Life Peter V aughn
M oorestow n V illage A lbert H itchcock 

G lenn M arshall 
John S tringer

M t. Laurel Evangelical G ary Englestad
Princeton Princeton K en Sm ith 

W orth  C arson
Short H ills C ovenant M ichael C onord
V entnor V entnor E lw in Jew ell
W illiam stow n Evangelical R oy W escher

B y u n g D o K im  
Scott M urphy 
Jam es A. Sm ith

R ulin g E lder

R ichard  Springer 
Bill B onner

D onald  Price 

C harles D . W eber

P hilip  E delm ayer 
D ennis Lytle

A ndrew s G rinstead  III 
D avid M orrell

N E W  R IV E R  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in W est V irgin ia , except as in d ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g E lder

B arboursville Providence Ref. D onald  H . Post V irgil R oberts
B lacksburg , VA G race C ovenant D on C lem ents
C harleston Faith Jam es Jarvis

R ebecca L ittlepage M ichael Hall R obert K resge
M alden K anaw ha Salines Thom as Fortney Paul Harris
N arrow s, VA V alley Jo h n G e ss
R oanoke, VA W estm inster Lonnie W . B arnes
St. A lbans C ovenant Rod M ays

N O R T H  G E O R G IA  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in G eorg ia .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

Athens Faith Terry  M ercer
A tlanta Em m anuel C liffo rd  B rew ton

W estm inster John M ontgom ery H arry Folw ell
D ouglasville H arvester D onald M ountan
Duluth Bethel Jam es F letcher
Fayetteville C ovenant R ichard Hunt
G ainesville W estm inster Leon Lovett
L ithonia W ee K irk Eugene H ayes
M arietta C hrist A llen M. B aker Sim on J. R ichter
N orcross Perim eter C hurch R andy Pope 

Bob B um s 
T erry  G yger 
Jam es H atch 
W alter W ood 
Bob C argo

C arl W ilhelm

Pow der Springs M idw ay T odd  A llen 
D onald W ard

Sm yrna Sm yrna Ross Jerguson
Stone M ountain Grace C harles D eB ardeleben T hom as N olen
Tucker W estm inster J ap an . T suneyashi T akeda
W inder N ew  Life W arren  G ardner
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W oodstock C herokee Jam es T . L ester

R ichard  A eschlim an 
C harles D unahoo 
Dan Kim  
C ec ilio N . LaJara 
D w ight L inton 
John Parrish 
K ennedy Sm artt 
H enry Thigpen 
Ben W ilk inson 
Jam es Y oung

N O R T H  T E X A S P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in T ex as.)

City C hurch T each ing  E lder

C olleyville C olleyville D ale Sm ith
Dallas C asa  Linda

John Knox C harles C obb
G ainesville W estm inster K yle T hurm an
G ordonville Sherw ood Shores
Paris Faith H ow ard K elley
R ichardson T ow n N orth D avid C lelland
Row lett First Seth  Skolnitsky
T yler Fifth Street S am C appel
W aco G race

R ulin g E lder

M . C . C ulbertson  
Ray Sanders

Jo h n E . Engle

C lark  B reeding

L am ar W ilk inson 
R ichard C hew ning

C harlie  M orrison 
G eorge Soltau

N O R T H E A S T  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns arc in N ew  Y ork , except as ind ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

B allston Spa H ope C hurch W illiam S . H enderson
Bingham ton C ovenan t o f G race W . T hom as Farr
B raintree, MA G race C urtis L ovelace
C oven try , C T PC o f  C oventry B rad E vans R ichard  O sgood
Flushing C ovenant Stanley K w ong
L aconia, NH G race R odney C ollins
L incolndale A ffirm ation Frank J. Sm ith 

Frank E. Sm ith
Karl N eubeck

M anchester, CT Pres C hurch R ichard  M ack G ray
N ew  Y ork M anhattan Jam es P ickett
Rock Tavern W estm inster John V ance
W . S pringfie ld , M A W . S p ring fie ldC ov A lfred LaV alley

D avid C urrence 
R obert E dm iston 
Sam uel L ing 
E lm er B. Sm ick

D avid Ehle

N O R T H E R N  IL L IN O IS PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in Illinois, excep t as ind ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

Elgin W estm inster C harles H olliday Fred J . M use
H am m ond, IN C ovenant E. C row ell C ooley
N aperville N aperville Edw ard Pow ers 

Paul T aylor
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O K L A H O M A  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll (ow ns are in O klahom a, except as ind icated .)

C ity C hurch  T each ing  E lder R uling E lder

Bob Dunn

P A C IFIC  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in C alifo rn ia .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g  E lder

A goura C alabasas Jam es S ingleton
B akersfield C ovenan t C om . R obert M . Ferguson
C restline C ovenan t F lw ship W illiam  Iverson
G lendale C alvary K enneth  O n
Sepulveda V alley R obert T ay lor
Union C ity C om m unity D avid Brow n G regory  M ott
W alnut C reek C hrist C om . C ortez C ooper

D onald A ven 
J. Philip  C lark 
Phil Foxw ell 
W onD ae Lee 
Paul M cK aughan

PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E S T  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in W ash ing ton , except as ind ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

B ellevue Bellew ood W illiam  M cC olley
C algary , AB C ovenan t Evangel E van B ottom ley
Everett W estm inster John  H oogstrate
Seattle H illcrest 

G reen Lake
T hom as R am say 
M ack F. H arrell 
R obert A . B onner

T acom a Faith R obert R ayburn R obert R ogland

P A L M E T T O  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in South C aro lina .)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

Aiken G race
N ew C ovenant

Jam es M oss 
D aniel E. D eaton

Blair Salem R ichard H odges
C harleston C hurch C reek Ref. G erald  M alkus W esley Pontier
C heraw Faith R obert F itler C laude V ernon
C hester Trinity John T insley
C olum bia C ovenant J. G ary A itken Jam es D urig 

H enry K night
Eau C laire 
N ortheast

Harold R. Patteson Jo h n G . Farm er. Sr 
R o y ce G . W aites 
John M G oodm an

R ose Hill C raig  W ilkes G eorge M oore
Dillon First John B um gardner
Hilton Head H ilton Head B ruce Finn
Irmo St. A ndrew s W haley  S . Barton L loyd H igbe
K ingstree B ethel & M ouzon

C entral
K ingstree

Paul Hill 
D avid R ountree 
Joseph Sullivan

Lexington Lexington Joseph N ovenson W illiam  M axim
M anning N ew  C ovenant W . B am ell H eyw ard , Jr.
M ullins M ullins G eorge G aney . Jr.
M yrtle Beach Faith A rthur Scott
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Sum ter W estm inster John R opp
Van W yck Trinity Paul Fow ler
W hite Rock Faith B ruce E. D avis
W innsboro U nion M em orial Jam es M . H ope

L eR oy H . Ferguson III 
H ugh Pow lison 
Jack  Spears

PH IL A D E L P H IA  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in Pennsy lvan ia.)

City C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g E lder

A bington C ovenant E rw in M orrison G eorge Harris
A llentow n Lehigh V alley D onald S tone John H arley
B oothw yn R eform ed R obert H errm ann R ichard  Leake
C am p Hill N ew  C ovenant Fel John W oll
C ochranville Faggs M anor C harles C um m ings H arry D avis
D oylestow n C hrist C hurch John D eB ardeleben Len B uckm an 

W . H. H aberem
Ephrata R eform ed S tephen P. Beck C lark  B earinger
G len M ills C ovenant H arold  H ight Jam es R egister
H avertow n B eechw ood Paul L. K arlberg

Berith S tuart Sacks 
T im othy W itm er

B ob Liken

Holland Faith R obert R oane
L ancaster W estm inster K eith Peck
Lansdale C ovenant D avid B rew er

Lansdale John P. C lark , Sr. W illiam  Liegel
Levittow n E vangelical E ugene Potoka M ichael A ndrew s
M edia C alvary  Ref. E m est Breen Jam es A lbany
N orristow n C hrist Jim  B ordw ine
O reland C hrist Ref. H arold  B urkhart W alter F. Zum bach
Philadelphia K orean U nited 

S Philadelphia Ref.

T aek K w on Lim  
In W han K im  
Paul K ream er

Sang Jun Lee

T enth Jam es Boice 
G lenn M cD ow ell 
L inw ard  C row e

H olm an Jenkins 
M anfred  G aribotti 
C arro ll W ynne

Q uarryville Faith Ref. John P. M acR ae W illard  Lutz
Solebury Hope Jam es O 'C o n n o r
U pper Darby J R. M iller M em W illiam  E sb iom son  

L eo K arlberg
V illanova Faith R obert R app
W estC heste r Im m anuel

R eform ed
R ichard Tyson 
Edw ard  Noe

T hom as A lbrecht

W est G rove G ethsem ane C hristopher T indall B ooth Y am all
W illow  G rove C alvary  

K orean Saints

G eorge Sm ith 
C arl Derk 
S u n g K y u n N a

D avid Lachm an

York Providence Don W alterm yer 

R obert A ckley 
C harles C asolare 
lain  C richton  
G . H ow ell G erow  
W illiam  H ogan 
W illiam  Johnson 
C hristian  K eidel 
T im othy K eller 
Thom as Patete 
T akashi U ehara 
Kyu M yeong W hang
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S IO U X L A N D S P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in South D akota, excep t as ind ica ted .)

C ity  C hurch  T each ing  E lder R ulin g  E lder

A ckley , IA 
C hancellor 
H inck ley , M N 
Lem m on 
Lennox 
L incoln , NE 
Pollock 
W alker, IA

Faith
G erm antow n
First
Reform ed 
Lennox E benezer 
C ovenant 
Pollock 
Bible

T im othy D iehl 
S tan S undberg  
Sidney C athey 
Jim  Shannon 
D ennis Eide 
M arlin  W ism er 
Floyd H aan 
K ent Seldal

S tanley Peters

R obert S teadm an

A ndrew  Belz

SO U T H  T E X A S PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in T exas.)

T each ing  E lderCity

Austin
B eaum ont
H arlingen
H ouston

C hurch

P. C h o f  H ills 
C ovenant 
C ovenant 
C ovenant

Spring 

Sugar Land

SO U T H E A ST  A L A B A M A  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (All

C ypress Lake 
Spring C ypress 
Providence

City

A uburn
C layton
C lio
Dothan

Enterprise
Eufaula
Florala
G reenville
H ayneville
M ontgom ery

O pelika
O zark
Prattville
Troy

C hurch

C ovenant 
C layton 
Pea R iver 
First

First
Friendship
First
First
H ayneville
Eastw ood
Faith
First
Trinity

T rin ity
O zark
First
First

Frank B osw ell 
W illiam  W illisford  
T erry  T ray lor 
Joseph Pipa 
Bill F itzhenry 
M ichael G roves 
K ent H inkson 
A lan M cCall

tow ns are in A labam a.)

T each in g  E lder

G ary S pooner 
John M cA rthur 
Randy K im brough

G . M ichael Saunders Sr. 
Joseph H arrell

L. M iltonC u tchen  
W illiam  M ason 
A aron F lem ing 
S teve Jakes 
E dw ard Johnson 
R obert O stenson 
C urtis M cD aniel

T hom as B arnes 
R andall Y elverton 
H enry Lew is Sm ith 
Bill D ever

W illiam  B. G resham , Jr.

R ulin g  E lder

O m er W ilson

D ennis M ehall

R ulin g  E lder

Sam  Hall
R ichm ond  M cC lintock

R upert G reene 
Jack  W illiam son

T om m y Jam es 
John Baxley 
John W right 
Roy G am ble , Jr. 
John A lbritton 
W illiam  G ordy 
Steve Fox

Irving W icker

S O U T H E R N  FL O R ID A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in Florida ) 

C ity  C hurch  T each in g  E lder

Boca R aton 
C oral G ables

Spanish R iver 
G ranada

D avid N icholas 
Terry  Johnson 
D anny Levi

R ulin g  E lder

Jim  H igh 
W illiam  Sw ain 
Earle C alvin 
R obert Eberst
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C oral Springs First R oss B air Jam es Z etler
F t. L auderdale C alvary T im othy  B. D obbins L indsey Sam pson

C oral R idge Stephen K rentel 
Ron K ilpatrick  
Don G ahagen 
Jam es R ichw ine

R alph A ndrea 
C harles H ainline

C ovenant D an W ren
Ft. M yers W estm inster K en R eid
H ollyw ood St. A ndrew s D enny H ieber
Jupiter Jupiter R ichard  G illen D avid B . S incere
Lake W orth Lake O sborne M ark C hris  Ehlers K enneth  D . K ullm ar
M iam i K endall

Im m anuel

Jam es B land 
John  M cN icoll 
T hom as S chneider

D on V oss

Pinelands G eorge B rengle Bill G yatt
Shenandoah R onald  B rady Earl M izell
Trinity W erner M ietling John  U nderw ood

Pom pano P om pano B each W illiam  C arlson
Stuart G race Jam es B ow en
W . Palm  B each W ellington G eorge Polacek

C ecil B rooks 
H ow ard E yrich 
A rchie  Parrish 
L uder W hitlock

SO U T H W E ST  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in A rizona, excep t as ind ica ted .)

C ity C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g  E lder

A lam ogordo , NM W estm inster H enry  M ueller
A lbuquerque, NM N ortheast T hom as W ood
C olorado  Sprs, C O V illage Seven R obert D . Stuart 

R onald  L. Shaw
G ilbert Hope Fred  M cFarland Patrick  V aughn 

L eonard  B row n
U n d e r ,  W Y C ovenant Jack  B lackerby
U s  C ruces, NM U niversity R andall M artin D onald  B eebe
Phoenix C alvin W illiam  M ontgom ery
Prescott P rescott C harles T urner
Sun C ity W est C ovenant B ruce M ateer
T ucson D esert Springs R odney K ing 

K evin C arr 
Jam es G riffith  
W illiam  U o n a rd  
W illiam  R ead

T E N N E SSE E  V A LL E Y  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in T ennessee, excep t as ind ica ted .)

City C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g  E lder

C hattanooga East R idge 

First

N ew  C ity  Felw shp

J. R ender C aines 
R obert Lueking

R obert F rederick

R oger Ingvalson 
E rw in  L atim er 
John M cW horton 
W illiam  Sm ith 
D arrell S tew art

D alton , GA G race G eorge C ushm an Jim  Patton
H arrim an W est H ills C raig  B oden R obert H ellm ann
K noxville C edar Springs Don Hoke 

V ernon H olstad  
John  D ’A rezzo , Jr.

H ubert W illiam s 
M arion  C hiles 
U la n d  Sayers 
Roy Z inn 
Jam es L ockett
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Lookout M ountain

N ashville

O ak R idge 
Sevierville

E benezer 
W est H ills 
Lookout M tn.

R eform ed
C hrist

C ovenant
Evergreen

D avid H owe 
F rederick  Fow ler 
Jam es B achm ann, Jr.

D ana Stoddard  
Peter D oyle 
R ichard Jennings 
D avid Hall 
R andy D avis

Paul G ilchrist

W A R R IO R  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in A labam a.)

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder

A liceville
C entreville
D em opolis
Eutaw
M arion
Selm a

First
F irst
First
First
M arion
W oodland Hts

C . E. Spencer 
T hom as Kay 
E rnest F. G ross

B ruce G arris 
W illiam  Rose

W illiam  F. Joseph 
Paul K ooistra 
Jam es Perry

W E ST ER N  C A R O L IN A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in N orth C aro lina .)

R ichard  F reem an 
Frank B rock 
T ed  H ope 
M artin  E ssenburg

R obert Severin

R ulin g E lder

E verett C . O w ens 
C . E . H ornsby

R obert S. C olson

C ity C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

A rden Arden Edw in G raham M ichael W addell 
G erald  C affee

A sheville C ovenant R obert D rake
M alvem  Hills G len  M cC lung Paul Tyndall

B am ardsville D illingham W illiam  C lay
B lack M tn Friendship D udley C am per
Brevard G race C ovenant Ed R obeson
H azelw ood H azelw ood Thom as A. W eaver 11
H endersonville C ovenant John N eville Roy M organ
M urphy Providence Larry W ilson
N ew land F ellow ship John Phil S togner
Sw annanoa Sw annanoa V alley D aniel Sulc
W eaverville First

W illiam  S. B a rk e r ll  
Frank E. H am ilton 
M orton H. Sm ith 
R obert G . Sw eet

Leighton  Shutes

W E ST M IN ST E R  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in T ennessee, except as ind ica ted .)

City C hurch T each in g  E lder R ulin g E lder

A bingdon, VA A bingdon T hom as H olliday
Bristol Edgem ont M orse U p de G raff C harles J. Low ry
C edar B luff, VA C ovenant L aw rence Snapp
C oebum , VA C oebum John O tis
D raper, VA D rap er's  Valley Preston Sartelle Jr. Don Pratt
E lizabethton M em orial Sanders W illson C lyde Pow ell
G lade S prings, VA Seven Springs T hom as B . Sullivan  Jr.
G reeneville M eadow  C reek Jam es R ichter
H aysi, VA D ickenson First R oss L indley
Johnson C ity A sbury Jam es Jones
K ingsport B ridw ell Hts. Larry Ball

W estm inster G . B rent B radley Jo h n G . Thom psoi
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Pulaski, VA 
7 M ile Ford , VA 
T azew ell, V A

Pulaski
Seven M ile Ford 
Trinity

C arl H ow ell, Jr.
Joe W olfe 
H enry Johnson

Preston S arte lle , Sr.

C om m issioners R equesting E xcu se for  not A ttend ing

A ugusta S treet Presbyterian C hurch 
T E  W illiam  M. B ratley 
RE First Presbyterian  C hurch 
T E  John B. Findlay 
Pinew oods Presbyterian  C hurch 
T E  R ichard Fraser 
T E  Larry A lan H ughes 
T E  Steven B. Shum an 
T E  Sam uel B. M cG inn, III 
TE  D avid F. Roberts 
TE  T om  W alters
Beal H eights P resbyterian  C hurch 
TE  R ichard  J. B ender 
C hrist Presbyterian  C hurch 
TE  R obert E. Hays 
TE  R obert A . Petterson 
TE  C raig  W eaver 
TE  John K inser

C alvary  
G u lf C oast

Illiana 
M issouri 
N orth G eorg ia  
N orth T exas

O klahom a

Southeast A labam a

Totals: T eaching Elders 648
R uling Elders 267
Total enrollm ent 915
C hurches represented  513

14-3 Welcome by Host Presbytery and Mayor of Philadelphia.
The M oderator introduced RE Kenneth W . Rush, chairm an o f  the Local A rrange

ments Com m ittee, who presented The Honorable W ilson G oode, m ayor o f the City 
of Philadelphia. M ayor Goode welcomed the Assembly. Mr. Rush then spoke briefly 
on behalf o f his Com m ittee, extending thanks to various members and explaining 
hospitality details.

14-4 Adoption of Docket and Business before the Assembly.
The docket was presented and adopted with am endments:
1) beginning times 8:15 a .m ., not 8:00 a.m .;
2) partial reports o f Com m ittee o f Com m issioners on Bills and O vertures, Judicial 
Business, and Administration along with the Ad Interim Com m ittee at 3:30 p.m .
3) partial report o f Com m ittee o f Com m issioners on Judicial Business immediately 
following Com m ittee o f Com m issioners on Mission to North America Tuesday 
morning;
4) that the “Rules for Assembly O perations” be suspended to permit the daily 
worship services to be held in the evenings;
5) add 10:00 a.m . W ednesday as an order o f the day for the Com m ittee of 
Com missioners on Interchurch Relations;
6) time for adjournm ent and Com m ittee on Thanks to 4:00 and 3:45 p.m . Friday,
The follow ing men requested  that their negative votes be recorded on the adop tion  o f  the docket due

to their be lie f that unscrip tural w orsh ip  practices w ere to be included in the even ing  w orsh ip  services: T E  
V aughn H athaw ay. T E  R odney K ing , RE D avid C. L achm an, T E  Scott L. R eiber, T E  Frank J. Sm ith , RE 
R obert L. O ldaker, T E  Peter Stazen II, T E  Joel E. B eezley , T E  R aym ond Fell, T E  Law rence B. O ldaker, 
TE  Scott M urphy.
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A. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

C om m u nication  1: T o the G eneral A ssem bly

A M E SSA G E  T O  A LL C H U R C H E S O F  JE SU S C H R IST  
T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  W O R L D  

FROM  T H E  PR E S B Y T E R Y  O F  U G A N D A  
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN U G A N D A

G reeting: G race, M ercy and Peace be m ultip lied  upon you!
A lthough the first C hristian  m issionary to U ganda, A lexander M akay, w as a Scottish  P resby terian , there 

was no Presbyterian church  in U ganda until January , 1981, w hen the First Presbyterian  C hurch  o f  K am pala
was organized.

Today we, the undersigned T eaching  and R uling  E lders o f  the Presbyterian  C hurches o f  K am pala, M bale 
and K itin tale. constitu te  ourselves as the Presbytery  o f  U ganda o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in U ganda.

W e are a national church hold ing  to  the B ible as the inerrant, au thorita tive  W ord o f  G od.
We are com m itted  to  the R eform ed faith as the system  o f doctrine  taught in Holy Scrip ture. W e have 

adopted  the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith an d  L arger  a n d  S horter C atech ism s. They are the subordinate 
s tandards o f our C hurch

W e are further com m itted  to the Presbyterian form  o f  church  governm ent as that w hich m ost adequately  
reflects the church governm ent in the B ible. O ur Form  o f  G overnm ent is rev ised  for U ganda from  the Form  
o f  G overnm ent w ritten by the W estm inster A ssem bly  o f  D ivines and first used by the Presbyterian  C hurch 
o f  Scotland in 1645.

C hrist is K ing and the only  L aw -g iver in Z ion . He is the H ead o f ou r C hurch  and we seek to obey His 
revealed w ill in all th ings. W e seek especially  to obey His com m and to preach the G ospel to all m ake d iscip les.

As this new  m em ber o f  the fam ily o f C hurches o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist com es into be ing , we necessarilv  
profess the B iblical doctrine  o f  the unity o f  all w ho are in C hrist. W e covet the prayers o f  all C hristians 
that we m ay w itness and serve responsibly. W e desire to pursue peace and charity  w ith love tow ards fellow  
C hristians throughout the w orld.

W e greet all believers in affirm ation  o f  the bonds o f  C hristian  b ro therhood. W e invite into ecclesiastical 
fe llow ship all w ho m aintain ou r principles o f faith and order.

W e now  com m end ourselves to G od and the W ord o f H is pow er. W e devoutly  pray  that the C hurch 
catholic m ay be filled afresh w ith the Holy Sp irit, and that she may speedily  be stirred  up to take no rest 
until the Lord accom plishes H is K ingdom , m aking Z ion a praise in the w hole earth .
Sw orn on this date: 28th February , 1986
By the undersigned: Peterson Sozi A lfred  B aaza

Joseph M usiitw a K cfa F. Sem pangi
John B aker K atendc John N tale
Edw ard K asaija John U negw a

Referred to the permanent committee on Interchurch Relations. 14-38, III, 10, p. I l l

C om m u nication  2: T o the C om m ittee  on Jud icia l B usiness

Regarding: Presbytery o f Eastern C anada vs. E lders F. Stefani and R obert A. O derk irk , 1985

In A pril 1985 the Session  o f G race R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch  o f H alifax , N ova Scotia and the 
Presbytery o f  Eastern C anada placed a “ju d ic ia l"  reference before the G eneral A ssem bly  fo r adjudication . 
This reference concerned a series o f  charges brought against us. T w o m onths previously  in February , we 
had placed a request before the G eneral A ssem bly  fo r a review  and control procedure . W e requested  that 
G eneral A ssem bly exam ine and assess the series o f  events w hich com m enced at the February 1984 m eeting 
o f  the Presbytery o f  E astern C anada in H alifax. The case  w as subsequently  closed  w hen the C om m ittee  on 
Judicial B usiness recom m ended to the G eneral A ssem bly  that the " jud ic ia l"  reference from  Presbytery  not 
be heard on the grounds that the accused  parties had renounced the com m union  o f the PCA . G eneral 
A ssem bly recom m ended that the Presbytery  deal with the m atter under the provisions o f  C hap ter 3 8-4 , B C O .

H ow ever, this m atter has N O T been resolved properly! And it is the failure on the part o f  the Presbytery 
and G race Session to resolve this case w hich has prom pted  us to w rite  this letter. N aturally , we are cognizant 
o f  the fact that as ruling e lders w ho are no longer m em bers o f  the PCA  that we have no recourse  for 
com plain t o r appeal before its assem blies. T herefore, we acknow ledge that you are com pletely  free to ignore 
o r disregard  ou r letter. H ow ever, we believe that if you have any interest at all in seeing that the courts o f  
the PCA adm in ister C hristian  ju s tice , that you will consider this letter.
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First, we w ould like to  briefly ou tline  the even ts w hich led Presbytery  to refer charges against us.

1. February 1984

2. M arch 1984

3. A pril 1984

4. M ay 1984

5. D ecem ber 1984

6. February 1985

7. April 1985

A. By a 5-4 vote. Presbytery  inducts D onald C odling  as pasto r o f  G race C hurch  
in spite o f  objections raised  by Session  and 4 0 9c o f  the congregation  
B Presbytery  holds a secret m eeting  in T abusin tac . N. B w ithout notifying the 
four p ro testing  delegates and censures us for our ob jections and pro tests against 
C odling . W e are indefin itely  suspended from  ou r office  until we "repen t".
S ince we have been ousted  from  the PCA we o ffer ou r resignations to the rem aining 
G race Session.
W e jo in  C ovenan t O rthodox R eform ed C hurch o f C anada in M iddle S ackv ille . N.
S . as com m unicant m em bers and as ruling e lders in the Session.
W e receive a letter dated  M ay 25 from  rem aining  G race Session  in w hich A. our 
resignations are refused  on the grounds that there m ay be charges pending against 
us. and B. defends the e rroneous position that a m in ister can be a C hristian  even 
if he does not believe (in sense o f  den ia l) all o f  Holy Scrip tu re , a topic w hich had 
also been d iscussed  at P resbytery.
C ovenan t O rthodox R eform ed C hurch  Session  agrees w ith ou r resolu tion  to bring 
the case before the G eneral A ssem bly , PCA
A. A position paper is w ritten w hich dem onstra tes  that I the M ay 1984 letter 
from  G race Session  is in e rro r, and II. church  o rder has been con travened  by 
Presbytery  in regard  to its actions against us in February 1984;
B A request is placed before  the G eneral A ssem bly  for "rev iew  and contro l";
C . Presbytery  receives ou r position  paper and notice o f  o u r request, consequently
m akes the follow ing decisions: I. to rescind the sentence o f indefin ite  suspension: 
II. to im pose a sentence o f  defin ite  suspension; III. to bring form al charges against 
us before the G eneral A ssem bly.
A. Position paper ( # 2 )  fo llow s w hich dem onstra tes  that I the charges against us 
are w ithout legal basis and II. church  o rder has been con travened  fo r the second 
tim e by Presbytery;
B. At an adjourned m eeting  on A pril 13 p resbytery  m akes the fo llow ing decisions:
I to rescind  the sentence o f  defin ite  suspension; II to w ithdraw  the charges.
C. G race Session now takes o v e r the in itiation o f  jud ic ia l p roceedings and refers 
the sam e set o f  charges to P resbytery  w ith the request to pass the reference to 
G eneral A ssem bly. O nce again , church  o rder is con travened  since C hapters 32 & 
33. HCO. have not been fo llow ed.
C orrespondence from  the O ffice o f the S tated C lerk  focuses on P resb y te ry 's  "jud ic ia l"  
reference. W e rem ind the S tated C lerk  that one o f  ou r ob jectives is to obtain  an 
acknow ledgem ent o f  o u r resignation .
W c receive notice from  the O ffice  o f  the S tated  C lerk that the G eneral A ssem bly
has refused to hear P resb y te ry 's  jud icia l reference on the grounds that we have
renounced the com m union o f  the PCA.
W e receive a le tter dated  N ovem ber 16 from  G race  Session  regarding the decision  
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
A lthough this letter from  G race  Session  did N O T acknow ledge ou r resignations, 
the Session  o f C ovenant O rthodox R eform ed C hurch  thanks G race Session for 
acknow ledg ing  that we are no longer under the ju risd ic tion  o f  the PCA. The book 
o f  m inutes is returned.

N ext, we w ould like to m ake som e observations about the decision  w hich G eneral A ssem bly  m ade in
1985. F irst, we question the grounds w hich w ere cited  as the reason for not dealing  w ith the situation which
existed  betw een ourselves and the Presbytery  o f  E astern C anada. T he p roper grounds for d ism issing  the 
"jud ic ia l"  reference from  the Presbytery  should have been that the charges against us w ere w ithout legal 
basis since both Presbytery and G race Session  had consisten tly  con travened  church  o rder in its proceedings 
against us. The fact that we had resigned land it should he noted that we resigned O N LY  A FTER we had 
been O U ST E D  from  the PC A ) should have been cited  as an accom panying  reason for the dism issal o f  the 
judicia l reference. The case  w ould then have been  placed into its p roper perspective .

Second , we understand very well how church o rder w as "p layed  " in o rd e r to accom pany the "tune" o f 
appeasem ent sung so well by the O ffice  o f  the S tated C le rk , ihe Judicial C om m ittee  and the G eneral 
A ssem bly. W e had asked for a "review  and con tro l"  p rocedure  as outlined  in C hap ter 4 0 . HCO. At the 
tim e o f  our request in February 1985 there w as no action pending against us. W e had not been subjected 
to a judicial p rocedure. It was only A FTER Presbytery w as inform ed that we had requested  an exam ination  o f

8. M ay & June 1985

9 July 1985

It). N ovem ber 1985 

11 Januarv  1986
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its actions that the so-called  “ju d ic ia l"  procedure w as in itiated against us. A s fa r as we are concerned , to 
dignify the proceedings follow ed by the Presbytery  and G race S ession  by the term  “jud ic ia l re fe rence" is 
to m ake m ockery o f  church  o rder. If  C hapters 32 and 33 are checked it will be im m ediately  obv ious that 
neither assem bly  fo llow ed the p roper church o rder procedure . Y et the Judicial C om m ittee  treated  P resby te ry ’s 
request as if it w ere indeed a p roper case. W e find it d ifficu lt to believe that such  naivete can ex ist in a
com m ittee w hich is m andated to adm in ister ju stice  in a church!

By regarding P resb y te ry 's  request as a p roper church o rder p rocedure , the Judicial C om m ittee  au tom at
ically invalidated ou r request for review  and contro l. C hap ter 40  states that decisions m ade in jud ic ia l cases 
cannot be overturned except through appeal or com plain t. W e m ust ask  the question  - w as it e thical to 
d isregard  ou r request w hich , a fter a ll, w as p laced  first? A nd, adding  to this con to rtion  o f  church  o rder w as 
the tw isted in terpretation o f ou r request construed  by the O ffice o f  the S tated  C lerk .

The O ffice o f  the S tated C lerk  insisted in regarding  ou r request as a "com pla in t" . For instance, in the 
letter dated M arch 15, 1985 you stated that there could  be p roblem s w ith ou r com pla in t since we had not 
filed the com plain t w ithin fifteen days o f the action com plained  against. In the first p lace, w e w ere well 
aw are o f  that stipulation  in church order and, therefore , regarded  a com plain t procedure  as sim ply  not 
possible o r appropria te  for our particu lar situation . In the second p lace, P resb y te ry 's  actions against us in 
1984 had placed us in a very d ifficu lt and ra ther vague position  in regard  to ou r legal rights. T his d ifficulty  
was com pounded by the fact that we had unsuccessfu lly  attem pted  to end  ou r re la tionsh ip  w ith the PCA 
by o ffering  our resignations in M arch 1984 after we had been ousted  from  the church . W e did  not regard 
ourselves as m em bers o f  the PCA  any longer but at the sam e tim e P resbytery  w ished to keep us in the 
position o f  being liable for further d iscip line w hile s im ultaneously  keep ing  us from  exercising  ou r office 
as ruling elders. A fter we had exam ined  all the op tions availab le  to us, we decided  that inform ing the O ffice 
o f  the S tated C lerk  o f the situation  ex isting  in Presbytery  w ithout com plain t w as, in the end , the best way 
in the m iddle o f  an im possible situation  to ask the G eneral A ssem bly  to exam ine the m atter. W e studied 
church  order carefu lly  and noted that according  to C hap ter 40 -5 , if  a court is advised  " . . .  e ither w ith or 
W IT H O U T  pro test, o r by AN Y  O T H E R  SA T ISFA C T O R Y  M E T H O D , o f  any IM PO R T A N T  delinquency  
o r grossly U N C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  proceedings . . . "  that according  to C hap ter 40 -4 , " . . .  if, therefo re , the
next h igher court be well advised  that such neglect o r irregularity  has occurred  on  the part o f the low er
court, it is IN C U M B E N T  on it to take cognizance o f the sam e, and to E X A M IN E . D E L IB E R A T E  and 
JU D G E  in the W H O L E  m atter . . . "  (em phasis ours). W e believed that the result o f  our advising  G eneral 
A ssem bly o f the unconstitu tional p roceedings fo llow ed by P resbytery  w ould  ensure an exam ination . In 
ano ther letter dated  M ay 28, 1985 you again refer to our request fo r review  and contro l as a "com pla in t" 
and . in fact, even inform  us that we could  probably  p roceed w ith our com plain t by appearing  personally  
before one o f  the com m ittees during  the m eeting o f  G eneral A ssem bly! Y et we w ere quite specific in 
requesting a review  and contro l procedure; never at any tim e d id  we indicate that we regarded  ou r request 
as a com plaint.

W e m ust ask the question - w hat w as accom plished  by the insistence on regarding  ou r request as a 
com plain t?  It absolved  the PCA o f  the responsib ility  to exam ine the problem ! By p lacing the responsib ility  
for so lving the m atter on us personally  the G eneral A ssem bly  could  not be faulted  for failure to exam ine 
the m atter. C hap ter 42-10 , B C O , stipulates that a case is judged  to be abandoned if the appellan t or 
com plainant does not appear before the court. S ince we had specified  in ou r last le tter dated  June 3 , 1985 
that we w ould not appear before the court and since we in fact d id  not appear, ou r com plain t w as judged  
to  be abandoned.

Ih ird . even if we had been m istaken in ou r in terpretation  o f  church  o rde r, the fact rem ains that once 
ou r position papers had been received by the O ffice o f the Stated  C lerk , the PCA w as bound by its church 
order to exam ine the situation . The church  order ensures that corrections o f  p roblem s w ithin the church  do 
not rest on the personal decisions o f  m em bers and o ffice-bearers  to  lodge an appeal o r com plain t. T herefo re, 
even  the fact that we w ished to have ou r resignations acknow ledged should not have been an im pedim ent 
to a full inquiry. The problem  involved an entire Presbytery  - a p roblem  w hich did not d isappear w hen we 
were ousted from  the PCA. This is not a problem  o f  a  purely personal nature betw een us as e lders and that 
particu lar assem bly. The prov isions contained in C hap ter 40 , B C O . arc very appropria te  for the kind o f  
church o rder "n igh tm are" w hich we experienced as a result o f P resby te ry 's  actions.

Fourth, we and the Session o f  C ovenant O rthodox R eform ed C hurch have reached the conclusion  that 
an exam ination  o f  our position papers w ere effectively  blocked in tw o ways: one , by regarding P resby tery 's  
"jud ic ia l"  reference in p roper order ou r request for review  and contro l could  not stand and . tw o . by regarding  
our request as a com plain t the PCA absolved itse lf o f  the responsib ility  to exam ine the m atter. T he Judicial 
C om m ittee , in ou r estim ation , w as m uch m ore interested in appeasing  Presbytery and m ainta in ing  the status 
quo than in conducting  an inquiry into w hat w as. and still is. a ra ther "m essy" affair.

W hy are we m aking these adm ittedly  critical evaluations o f  a decision  m ade by an assem bly  o f  another 
denom ination? Aside from  the obvious fact that this m atter concerns us personally , we are attem pting  to
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point out that the failure o f G eneral A ssem bly to render a p roper decision  in accordance w ith church  order 
has not helped the situation  at all. Instead , the problem  has been com pounded

G race Session  has not acknow ledged  our resignations. A letter dated  N ovem ber 16, 1985 w ritten by 
the Session inform ed us that ou r nam es have been "stricken" from  the roll and all au thority  to exercise  our 
office derived from  that church  has been “w ithdraw n". The letter a lso  suggested  that we "repen t"  o f  the 
actions w hich led to  the charges. Tell us. w as this letter a recognition  o f  ou r resignations o r w as it an 
excom m unication? Indeed, it is true that G race Session  dealt w ith this m atter under C hap ter 38 , B C O . as 
recom m ended by the G eneral A ssem bly. H ow ever, S ession  used the latter section w hich provides a m easure 
to w hich the church can resort w hen o ffice-bearers  leave the com m union o f  the PC A for an heretical sect. 
And surely G eneral A ssem bly had not m eant to  declare us m em bers o f  an heretical body!

D o you see w hat has happened? The failure o f  the O ffice o f  the S tated  C lerk , the Judicial C om m ittee 
and G eneral A ssem bly to correct Presbytery  and G race Session  has confirm ed them  in their ignorance and 
w rongdoing. T hese tw o assem blies still consider that the p rocedures w hich they follow ed w ere in com plete 
accordance with church order. N ot only  that, but both assem blies are equally  conv inced  that the charges 
against us are valid . T he very fact that we have been charged  autom atically  confirm s ou r guilt. T herefore, 
since we have been judged  guilty  o f  gross sin - ergo! it is im m ediately  ev iden t that we are heretics and 
m em bers o f an heretical body.

To allow  unconstitu tional p rocedures to  stand uncorrected  sets a dangerous precedent w ithin the PCA 
W hat will happen to the next hapless e lder w ho opposes Presbytery  Eastern  C anada? W ill the sam e brand 
o f dubious ecclesiastical justice  be m eted out again? T o  follow  church  o rder only w hen it is conven ien t or 
to interpret church o rder according to a subjective  bias is, in e ffec t, the sam e as h aving  no church  o rder at a ll.

Are the sins o f  w hich we are accused  really valid? Is it w rong to protest against the v iew points o f  a 
m inister? D oes such protest constitu te heresy? Is it w rong to w rite a position  paper in order to dem onstrate 
that the views concerning  the re la tionsh ip  betw een saving faith and Holy Scripture to be in e rro r?  Is it 
w rong to  state that after due considera tion  a m inister cannot be view ed as R eform ed? Is it s lander to call 
a m inister evangelical o r neo -evangelical?  Is it w rong to state that a Presbytery  has transgressed  against the 
confessions? Is it slander to w rite that Presbytery  Eastern C anada vio lates the W estm inster C onfession  and 
C atech ism s  by a llow ing erroneous view s about the re la tionsh ip  betw een saving faith and Holy Scripture to 
stand unopposed and uncorrected? (A s a m atter o f fac t, neither Presbytery  nor G race Session  has been able 
to o ffer a rebuttal against the position  o f  C ovenan t O rthodox R eform ed C hurch .)

B B. W arfie ld 's  defin ition  o f  heresy  is pertinent to this situation  (from  Se lected  S h o rter  W ritings. Vol. 
2. p. 677):

"It is very plain that he w ho m odifies the teachings o f  the W ord o f  G od  in the SM A L L E ST  particu lar 
at the d ictation o f  any m an-m ade ' op in ion  has already deserted  the C hristian  g round , and is already , 
in p rincip le , a H E R E T IC .' The very essence o f  h e resy ' is that the m odes o f thought and tenets 
o rig inating  elsew here  than in the Scrip tu res o f  G od are g iven decisive  w eight w hen they c lash  with 
the teachings o f  G o d 's  W ord, and those are fo llow ed to the neglect o r m odification  o f  th ese ."  (em phasis 
ours)

C entral to ou r o b jections against Presbytery and G race Session is the desire  to avoid  com prom ise in doctrinal 
m atters and to  uphold the R eform ed B iblical faith . W e have dem onstra ted  in ou r position  paper that the 
letter w ritten by G race Session  is not in conform ity  w ith Holy Scripture and the R eform ed creeds. It is for 
this unw illingness to m ake concessions in regard to  the W ord o f G od  that we have been ousted  from  the 
PCA! It seem s strange that the courts o f  the PCA should d iscip line  e lders  for upholding  the truth. Such 
discip linary  action brings to m ind one o f  the articles o f the Belgic C onfession . A rticle 29 states:

"A s for the false chu rch , it ascribes m ore pow er and au thority  to  itse lf and its ord inances than to the 
W ord o f  G od . ..  it relies m ore upon m en than upon C hrist; and persecutes those w ho live holily 
according to the W ord o f  G od and rebuke it for its e rro rs, covetousness, and id o la try "

T he q uestions that the Judicial C om m ittee  and the G eneral A ssem bly should have asked are: did  Presbytery 
and Session uphold G od s W ord? Did these  assem blies deal w ith the conflic t and resulting  p roblem s in 
accordance with the W ord? Instead , G race Session  and P resbytery  E astern C anada have focused  on the 
alleged defam ation  o f  M r. C o d lin g 's  charac te r and the alleged d im inished integrity  o f  Presbytery' w hich has 
supposedly  resulted from  our position papers. H ow ever, should this personal em phasis  be given the prim ary 
significance? Are personal reputations a leg itim ate focus in church  con flic t?  W e believe that G od s W ord 
ought to be upheld and that, if in the process o f  upholding  this tru th , a church court o r an o ffice-bearer is 
criticized  and said to be in e rro r u tilizing  Scriptural standards, such critic ism  sh o u lJ  be seen as incidental 
to the requirem ent to  uphold the truth.

As we stated at the beg inn ing , you are free to d isregard  this le tter on the grounds that we are no longer 
m em bers o f  the PCA. You m ay. if you w ish , regard this m atter as the ecclesiastical equ ivalen t o f  a  "tem pest 
in a teapo t" - a purely local problem  in an unknow n C anadian  province You m ay believe that it m atters 
little how a Presbytery o r Session  has treated  its o ffice-bearers  and that church o rd e r w as used as a w eapon.
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H ow ever, this has not been the reaction w hich the C ovenan t O rthodox R eform ed C hurch has received  w hen 
ou r Session inform ed other R eform ed and Presbyterian  churches in N orth A m erica  o f  the p roblem  w hich 
exists w ithin the PCA. A nd, in at least one instance, ou r conflic t w ith the PCA  will be brought on the floor 
o f  one d e nom ina tion 's  h ighest assem bly . In addition , the story o f  ou r conflic t has also received  coverage 
in a church publication . Is this indeed a local problem ?

Perhaps this is an opportunity  for the G eneral A ssem bly  to conduct an inquiry into this situation . C hap ter 
40  o f  the church  o rder provides the p roper grounds fo r such an exam ination . T he constitu tion  o f  the PCA 
states that its officers m ust "censure  o r cast out the erroneous and scandalous, observing in all cases the 
rules contained in the W ord o f  G o d ."  Has the PCA  dealt with this m atter in a C hristian  m anner? H as the 
PCA  sought to correct error?  G eneral A ssem bly has left one o f the tw o opposing  parties in its w rongdoing 
and error. Should this situation  continue?

It is our desire  to  see Scrip ture  upheld and the erroneous view s regarding  the re la tionship  betw een Holy 
Scripture and saving faith held by G race Session  and Presbytery  Eastern  C anada corrected . As for us 
personally , w hether o r not the PCA chooses to exam ine this m atter, we are assured  by Holy Scrip ture  o f 
a just and righteous hearing at the judgm en t seat o f  C hrist (II C or. 5:10).

Ferenc Stefani, R uling E lder R obert A. O derk irk , Ruling E lder
16 Locke Street 64  D enneb C rescent
B edford, N ova Scotia L ow er S ackv ille , N ova Scotia
C A N A D A R 4 A 1M 9 C A N A D A  B 4E 1T 9

A ttachm ents (2)

A ttachm en t 1

20 L ouise A venue
D artm outh
B 3 A 3 V 9
N ovem ber 16, 1985

D ear M r. O derkirk:

T he session o f G race R P C hurch  has now  received , through P resbytery , the decision  o f  G eneral 
A ssem bly regarding the charges pending against you.

T he judicia l reference was not received by the A ssem bly  on the grounds that you have renounced the 
ju risd ic tion  o f the P. C . A. G eneral A ssem bly has advised  that the m atter be handled  in accordance with 
HCO  38-4.

Your nam e has therefore  been stricken from  the roll o f  G race R. P. C hurch and all au thority  to exercise  
your office derived from  this church  is w ithdraw n.

The session o f G race R P C hurch  continues to pray that you m ay be led to  repentance for the actions 
w hich led to these charges.

Y ours sincerely .

D onald M. C am pbell 
Session C lerk 
G race R. P. C hurch

A ttachm en t 2

Henry J. M oes, C lerk  o f  Session 
C ovenant O rthodox R eform ed C hurch  
L ively R oad, C om partm ent 88 
R .R . # 2  L ow er S ackv ille . N .S .
B4C 2S7

January  3 0 ,1 9 8 6

Donald C am pbell. C lerk  o f  Session 
G race R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch 
20 Louise A venue 
D artm outh . N. S.
B3A 3V9

D ear Mr. Cam pbell:

T he session o f C ovenant O rthodox R eform ed C hurch  has received  the letter dated  N ovem ber 16. 1985 
O ur session w ishes to thank G race Session for the acknow ledgem ent that R uling E lders Stefani and O derkirk
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are no longer under the ecclesiastical ju risd ic tion  o f  any court w ithin the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.
Enclosed p lease find the book o f m inutes. W e indicated in the position  paper dated  A pril 1985 that this 

book w ould be returned once recognition  o f the status o f  ou r R uling Elders had been received.
H ow ever, C ovenant Session  deeply regrets that G race Session  has not retracted  its letter o f  M ay 25. 

1984 w hich defends the position that it is neither R eform ed nor B iblical to  assert that a m in ister cannot be 
a C hristian if  he does not believe in the entire  C anon o f  Holy Scripture.

S incerely .

H. J M oes, C lerk o f  Session

cc. Blane Despres 
D onald C odling 
D on M acC orm ack 
H ow ard M cPhee

encl.

See 14-88, IV, A, p. 210.
C om m u nication  3: T o the G eneral A ssem bly
Southw est P resbytery , in its Stated M eeting  on A pril 24 and 25 , 1986, voted  against item  13 in the proposed 
am endm ents to the BC O  for the fo llow ing reasons:

1. That the phrase p roposed concerning  the fifth vow  o f church  m em bersh ip  is unclear in tw o w ays. 
F irst, that there may be the im plication  that the ch u rc h ’s d iscip line  and governm ent is equal to the 
W ord o f  G od in its au thority , especially  w hen presented  to a new  believer.

2. The g ram m ar is unclear, i.e . w hat is the antecedent o f  " its" , the church  o r the W ord?
S incerely .
Henry J. M ueller, R ecording  C lerk

Presented when the BCO amendments were considered. Item 13 was not adopted by 
the Assembly, thus the communication was answered in the affirmative.

C om m u nication  # 4  to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly - Interchurch R elations C om m ittee  from  the  
O rthod ox Presbyterian  C hurch

D ear B rothers in C hrist,
O n behalf o f  the 53rd G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the O rthodox P resbyterian  C hurch  I w ish here to convey 

to you in the love o f  C hrist the response o f that G eneral A ssem bly  to y ou r invitation to us to jo in  the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica. That response is em braced  in the fo llow ing resolution:

The 53rd G eneral A ssem bly , m eeting at Eastern  C ollege. St. D avids, Pennsy lvan ia, does this day , June 
17. 1986, hereby

R ESO L V E that we express to the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica ou r d eep  appreciation  fo r the invitation 
issued to us to jo in  the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica;

A N D  R ESO L V E that we express ou r thankfulness to G od for the forth righ t and firm  stand that the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica has taken against the unbe lie f that has destroyed  the clarity  o f w itness to 
the gospel that has pervaded so m any denom inations o f  ou r day;

A N D  FU RTH ER R E SO L V E  that we express ou r thankfu lness, not only for the kinship  that we feel 
with the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica in both its firm  opposition  to unbelie f and the m any com m onalities 
and oneness o f faith that we share toge ther, but a lso  for the desire  that you have expressed  that ou r oneness 
be furthered by now  becom ing one in structu re , it being a lso  ou r desire  that we be toge ther in faith and life.

BE IT N OW  R E SO L V E D  that this G eneral A ssem bly inform  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica that although we regret that ou r ch u rc h ’s search fo r full unity w ith the 
Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica  up to this tim e has not p roduced such oneness o f  m ind that w ould  perm it 
us to respond affirm atively to the invitation o f your church , nevertheless there is a strong desire  am ong us 
for ou r tw o churches to becom e one; and we believe that it w ould  be to  the m utual benefit o f  both churches 
and to the greater glory  o f  G od if we w ere to  seek a union w hich w ould m ake fu ller use o f  the G od-given  
insights and experience o f  both churches.

A N D  BE IT T H E R E FO R E  R E SO L V E D  that this G eneral A ssem bly  inform  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica that ( I ) we hum bly  ask  you to continue to consider w ith us in brotherly  love how  we m ay achieve 
at the earliest possible tim e that full unity that is both  ou r shared  ob ligation  and hope, (2) that we should 
be favored if your G eneral A ssem bly  w ould arrange fo r represen tatives to m eet w ith four representatives 
o f our church , w hom  we have chosen , in o rder to m ove tow ard  that un ity , and (3) that this G eneral A ssem bly ,
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in order to avoid possible confusion  and d ifficulty  fo r you in your G eneral A ssem bly , recogn izes that this 
resolution frees you from  con tinu ing  the invitation that you have so graciously  issued to us.
BE IT  F IN A L L Y  R E S O L V E D  that this G eneral A ssem bly , in the nam e o f  ou r triune G od , on behalf o f 
our w hole church , express to you and to your w hole church our deep love for you , ou r desire for the fullest 
fe llow ship with you. and our p ledge to work w ith you and to pray for the ach ievem ent o f that fellow ship , 
and express the hope that you will continue to share that goal w ith us and to seek that end w ith us.

W e sincerely  hope that you will see the em phasis in this rco lu tion , nam ely , ou r heartfelt desire  that our 
churches may indeed becom e one, and that we hope that you will w ork w ith us to that glorious end.

M ay ou r convenant G od be w ith you in this your Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  and bring  forth  from  it 
rich fruit to H is glory.

Y ours faithfully  in C hrist Jesus,
John P. G albraith

See 14-38, 111, 8, p. 111. 

B. OVERTURES TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  OE C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  

O verture 7: From  Siou xlands P resbytery
W hereas, in recent years there has been a g row ing num ber o f  study com m ittees and requests for study 
com m ittees w hich have been denied; and
W hereas, the cost o f each  o f these com m ittees continues to grow ; and.
W hereas, it becom es the responsib ility  o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  to fund these com m ittees; and. 
W hereas, the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  serves w ith the sm allest budget and has not yet received its 
full asking in any one year; and
W hereas, this puts additional burden and pressure on the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration;
T herefore, Be It R esolved: that all requests for G A  Study com m ittees include a m axim um  am ount to  be spent. 

Attest: D . S teven M eyerhoff S tated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative and sent to the Judicial Business committee to draft 
language for Rules o f Assembly Operations. 12-74, 111, 15. p. 171.

O verture 8: From  S iou xlands Presbytery '
W hereas, the PCA w as from  its beginning  determ ined to be a grass roots denom ination ; and.
W hereas, with recent appointm ents and decisions o f the G eneral A ssem bly  there is a g row ing tendency to 
appoint and elect men to serve on m ore than one G eneral A ssem bly  com m ittee; and 
W hereas, if this tendency con tinues, the G eneral A ssem bly  could open the door to g rea te r bureaucracy  
and a h ierarchical church , contrary  to its early  form ation;
T h erefore, Be It R esolved: that the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  m eeting  in Philadelphia  instruct all parties, 
com m ittees and agencies that a T eaching  or R uling E lder be allow ed to serve on only one G eneral A ssem bly 
com m ittee at a tim e.
Exception: The Board o f D irectors o f the PCA who are the C hairm an  o f  the Perm anent C om m ittees o f
the PCA

Attest: D. S teven M eyerhoff Stated  C lerk

Answered by reference to Bylaws IV 10 F, 12-74, III, 10, p. 171.
O verture 14: From  W estern C arolina Presbytery
W hereas, the A scension Presbytery  has in action adopted July 13, 1985, expressed  its concern  over the 
cost o f attending G eneral A ssem blies o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , and
W hereas, m any o f  the sm aller churches o f the PCA  are financially  unable to send e ither their teach ing  or 
ruling e lder representatives to the G eneral A ssem bly ,
W hereas, the cost appears to be unw arranted  o r unaffordable by m any w ho w ould o therw ise  have to pay 
their ow n personal expense.
W hereas, the cost also  for use o f  hotel convention  centers and for transporta tion , room  and board , and 
registration  for assem blies o f  the size now  possible and experienced is judged  neither the best s tew ardship  
nor public testim ony for the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , nor is the apparent increasing  practice  o f  
using G eneral A ssem blies for partial vacation  experiences, and
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W hereas, there appears already to be g row ing sentim ent that the size o f  the PCA is m aking continuation  
o f the present form  o f undelegated  assem bly  im practical
W e, the Presbytery o f  the W estern  C aro lin as , do  hereby overture the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the
P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica that in its study o f  the size o f  future assem blies it adopt as one guideline 
that the G eneral A ssem bly o f  the PCA  will norm ally be held at one o f  its m em ber churches o r one o f  the 
educational or conference institutions o f the PC A . the N A PA R C  C hurches, o r som e approved non-denom i- 
national board such as R eform ed T heological o r W estm inster T heological Sem inaries, and 
And that any form ula for establish ing  a m axim um  potential size provide for no larger an assem bled  body 
than that w hich m ight be housed  in hom es o f congregations o f  the com m unity  and /o r living facilities o f  the 
host institutions(s).

A dopted N ovem ber 9 . 1985

Attest. W . D onald M unson. J r  , S tated C lerk (1985)

Answered in the negative, 14-74, III, II,  p. 171.
O verture 16: From  N orth G eorgia  Presbytery
W hereas, the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica affirm s that "C hrist, as K ing, has g iven  to H is C hurch 
officers , orac les, and o rd inances, and especially  has He ordained  therein  His system  o f  doc trine , governm ent, 
d iscip line, and w orship , all o f  w hich are e ithe r expressly  set dow n in the Scrip tu re , o r by good and necessary 
inference may be deduced the re from ," (B ook o f  C hurch O rder, Preface); and
W hereas, there is Scriptural exam ple that the high  court o f  the C hurch is know n as the G eneral A ssem bly 
(A cts 15); and
W hereas, there are by the aforem entioned  good and necessary  inferences as w ell as "som e c ircum stances 
concerning the w orship  o f  G od , and governm ent o f the C hurch  com m on to hum an actions and socie ties, 
w hich are to be ordered  by the light o f  nature , and C hristian prudence, accord ing  to the general ru les o f 
the W ord , w hich are alw ays to  be o b serv ed ,” (W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith , I, 6); and 
W hereas, we believe that there needs to be an orderly  and effective w ay o f  prov id ing  for the financial 
ob ligations o f the actual expenses o f  the annual m eeting o f  the G eneral A ssem bly; and 
W hereas, the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  at the T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem bly sought to provide a solution 
to the expenses o f each G eneral A ssem bly by recom m ending  for adoption  the follow ing am endm ent to the 
Rules o f A ssem bly O perations"

55. That the "R ules for A ssem bly  O pera tions"  be am ended by the replacing  o f  C hap ter X as follows:

10-1 Each congregation  o f  the denom ination  shall be requested each  year to m ake a specific 
subscription donation  to assist in defraying the expenses o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . Such donation  
shall cover the registration  fee fo r one representative . All o ther com m issioners shall m ake a sim ilar 
donation  o r pay an equal reg istra tion  fee. A copy o f  the M inutes  and the H andbook  will be sent to 
the donors and those paying the registra tion  fee w ithout additional charges. C hurches are expected  
to m ake this annual donation  w hether o r not they send a com m issioner to  the A ssem bly . The G eneral 
A ssem bly shall set the subscrip tion  donation  o r registration  fee for the next G eneral A ssem bly. 
(M inu tes o f  the 13th G enera l A ssem b ly , p. 159. # 5 5 ) ;  and 

W hereas, the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  w as instructed by the 15th G eneral A ssem bly  to operate  under 
this proposed am endm ent for the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  after the am endm ent failed to  receive the necessary 
2/5rds vote o f  the A ssem bly (M inutes o f  the I3tlt G enera l A ssem bly , p 140. # 5 6 ) ;  and 
W hereas, the proposed am endm ent and the instruction  appears to be contrary  to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, 
C hap ter 25-8 w hich con tains the statem ent:

The superior courts o f  the C hurch m ay receive m onies o r p roperties from  a local church  only by free 
and voluntary action o f the latter, 

and appears that it m ight lead to a d iv isive  spirit w ithin the church .
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Session  o f  the G race Presbyterian  C hurch . C edartow  n, G eorg ia  respectfu lly  
overtures the Presbytery  o f  N orth G eorg ia  to request that the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  direct the Perm anent 
C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  to  answ er the fo llow ing questions through a partial report o f  its C om m ittee 
on C om m issioners w hich should be given at least one day before the recom m endation  itse lf reaches the 
floor o f  the Assem bly:

1. W hat have the expenses and receipts (including  the am ounts provided by the m ajor com m ittees 
to defray the actual expenses o f  each  assem bly) been for the past five G eneral A ssem blies?

2. In light o f the A d-Interim  C om m ittee  on the A ssem bly 's  S tru c tu re 's  recom m endation  affecting 
a delegated  assem bly  and the straw  vote taken at the 15th G eneral A ssem bly  indicating  a desire 
to have such a delegated  assem bly , why should  individual congregations be " taxed" to pay for 
the a ssem b ly 's  expenses w hen they will not be directly  represen ted?
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3. W hat has been the response o f  the churches to this procedure  for the 14th G eneral A ssem bly? 
To w hat ex tent have churches w ithout com m issioners present actually  given to the expenses o f 
the A ssem bly?

4. W hat do  the w ords. "Subscrip tion  d o n a tio n s ,"  " req u ested ,"  and the phrase "the churches are 
e x p ec te d ..."  actually  m ean?

5. Does this proposed am endm ent im ply that congregations m ight pay the registra tion  fee for the 
Ruling E lder but not the T eaching  E lder?

6. W hat will happen to a com m issioner w ho has been duly  e lected  by his Session  to a ttend  the 
A ssem bly but w hose Session has chosen not to pay the subscrip tion  donation  and dem ands to 
be seated as a com m issioner on the basis o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  14-2?

A ttest: Robert V alentine, S tated C lerk

A pproved to be sent to G eneral A ssem bly  by N orth G eorg ia  P resbytery  January  18, 1986

See 14-74, III. 7, p. 171.

O verture 17: From  W estm inster Presbytery
W hereas, Scripture teaches that final judicia l decisions m ust be m ade by the church  (M atthew  18:17); and 
W hereas, the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  31:3 states “ It belongeth  to synods and councils m inisterially  
to determ ine con troversies o f faith  and case o f  consc ien ce  to  receive com plain ts  in cases o f  m aladm in is
tra tion . and authoritatively  to determ ine the sam e '; and
W hereas, B C O  43 sets forth  a process for com plain ts to be heard  at the low er courts that should alleviate 
m any com plain ts being brought to  the G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas, only one com plain t w as adjudicated  at the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly under these rules; 
T herefore be it resolved  that the A d Interim  C om m ittee  on S tructure  and Procedure o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  
be instructed to consider no changes in regard to jud icia l m atters that w ould  take aw ay the vote o f  a church 
court as allow ed in ou r confessional standards, and no further changes be m ade in the jud icia l procedure 
for three years in o rder that the A ssem bly can see the effectiveness o f the new  procedure  as set forth in B CD  43.

A dopted at the W inter S tated M eeting o f W estm inster P resbytery . January  18, 1986.

Attest: Larry E. B all, S tated  C lerk
See 14-8, 8, p. 81.

O verture 19: From  W estm inster Presbytery
W hereas, Scripture m akes no distinction  in regard to authority  betw een T eaching and R uling E lders; and 
W hereas, the B C O  7-2 states that these “ Elders jo in tly  have the governm ent and sp iritual oversight o f  the 
C hurch , including teach ing"; and
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  consists o f  T eaching  and R uling E lders; and
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  has m ade recognition  o f deceased T eaching Elders an annual p ractice, but 
has not recognized deceased  R uling Elders; and
W hereas, deceased R uling E lders and Teaching E lders are recognized  by their p resby teries.
T herefore be it resolved  that the G eneral A ssem bly cease its annual m em orial serv ice fo rT cach in g  Elders.

A dopted at the W in ter S tated M eeting  o f  W estm inster P resbytery , January  18. 1986.

A ttest: Larry E. B all, W esm inster Presbytery

Answered in the affirmative, 14-74, HI, 12, p. 171.
O verture 20: From  W estm inster Presbytery
Be it resolved  that BC O  14-2 rem ain unchanged in regard to representation  to the G eneral A ssem bly  and 
that the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica m aintain the B iblical practice o f  a g rass roots G eneral A ssem bly , 
being truly representative o f  each local session.

A dopted at the W in ter Stated M eeting  o f W estm inster P resbytery , January  18. 1986.

A ttest: Larry E. Ball. S tated  C lerk

See 14-8, 9, p. 81.
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O verture 21: From  W estm inster Presbytery
Be it resolved  that the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  not accept the Proposed Logo presented  to the T h irteen th  
G eneral A ssem bly.

A dopted at the W in ter Stated M eeting  o f  W estm inste r P resby tery . January  18, 1986.

A ttest: Larry E. B all. S tated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative as the logo was tabled, 14-74, III, 13, p. 171.
O verture 27: From  the Session o f  G race P resb yterian  C hu rch , M ad ison , F lorida  
(N ot adopted  by G u lf C oast Presbytery)
T he session  o f G race Presbyterian C hurch  (M adison , FL) overtures the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the P resbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica in its fourteenth m eeting  to adopt the following:
W hereas, all churches should send de legates, both the ir T E  and appropria te  num ber o f  R E 's .  to the G eneral 
A ssem bly; and
W hereas, the m ajority  o f  ou r d enom ination ’s congregations num ber tw o hundred  com m unican ts  o r less; and 
W hereas, the traveling  o f great d istances and staying in hotels o r m otels that cater to conven tions are quite 
expensive; and
W hereas, such expense is prohib itive to  the sending  o f delegates to  the G eneral A ssem bly; and 
W hereas, the m ajority  o f the P C A ’s m em ber churches are located in the sou theastern  part o f the U nited 
S tates o f A m erica; and
W hereas, the offices o f  the G eneral A ssem b ly 's  agencies are located in the southeastern  part o f the U nited 
States also; and
W hereas, it is poor stew ardship  o f  the L o rd 's  m oney for the m ajority  o f  the delegates to the G eneral 
A ssem blies to  travel to  c ities w hich are great d istances from  the m ajority  o f  the m em bership:
T h erefore, be it resolved by the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , at its Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  that 
until the tim e com es that the d en o m in a tio n 's  m em bersh ip  is m ore evenly  d istribu ted  over the nation , all 
future G eneral A ssem blies will be held in the southeastern  part o f the U nited S tates.
A nd, th erefore, be it reso lved  by the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  that future assem blies be held on a 
college o r university  cam pus, u tilizing  the do rm ito ries, the cafeteria, and appropria te  facilities , as m uch as 
possible.

A ttest: A lton M. Phillips, M oderator o f the Session

See 14-74, III, 19. p. 171.
O verture 46: F'rom the Presbytery o f  N orth G eorgia
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica m eets annually  in the third week 
o f  June, and
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly last met in the A tlanta area in 1977 for its Fifth A ssem bly , and 
W hereas, the offices o f  the G eneral A ssem bly are located  in the A tlanta area  and. G od w illing , w ill be in 
m ore perm anent facilities by 1989, and
W hereas, the N orth G eorg ia  P resbytery , through the evident b lessing  o f  G od . is increasing in num bers o f 
com m unicant m em bers and churches in obedience to the G reat C om m ission , and
W hereas, the Session o f  Perim eter C hurch  is eager to  have the G eneral A ssem bly  com e, see and experience 
the b lessings G od has poured out on our presbytery in recent years.
T herefore Be It R esolved  that the N orth G eorg ia  Presbytery be petitioned to invite the Presbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica to m eet in A tlanta for its 18th G eneral A ssem bly  in June 1990 and that the N orth G eorg ia  
Presbytery pledge its churches, m em bers and resources to assist in accom m odating  the com m issioners 
through C hristian  hospitality  for the m eeting o f  the h ighest court o f the church .

T his overture  w as passed unanim ously  by the Session  o f  Perim eter C hurch  in its regu lar m onthly  m eeting 
on M arch 24, 1986. Passed by N orth G eorg ia  Presbytery on April 19. 1986.

A ttest: Robert V alentine, S tated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-74, III, 64, B, p. 175.
O verture 47: From  Sou theast A labam a P resbytery
W hereas it is incum bent upon us to be faithful stew ards o f the m oney w hich G od en trusts  to us; and 
W hereas it is becom ing increasingly  d ifficu lt for som e sm aller churches to bear the burden o f sending  a 
com m issioner or com m issioners to the G eneral A ssem bly: and
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W hereas the 6th G eneral A ssem bly gave explic it instructions to encourage the Perm anent C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  to seek out co llege facilities and the support o f  local churches in hosting  those m eetings o f 
the G eneral A ssem bly  a fter 1980; and
W hereas the use o f  such college facilities proves both practical and econom ical;
T herefore be it resolved  that Southeast A labam a Presbytery  overtu re  the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  to exhort 
the Perm anent C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  to abide by the instructions g iven  by the 6th G eneral A ssem bly  
pertaining to A ssem bly arrangem ents.

A dopted by Southeast A labam a Presbytery at its 6th S tated M eeting . A pril 22. 1986.

Attest: Randy K im brough , R ecording  C lerk

See 14-74. III. 19, p. 171.
O verture 52: From  A scension  Presbytery
W hereas there has been  m uch concern  throughout the G eneral A ssem bly  and the C hurch-at-large at the 
huge expenditures to have and accom odate the G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas in last y e a r 's  denom inational survey o f  churches not sending delegates to G eneral A ssem bly  the
largest response for not attending w as the high cost o f  a ttending  the G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas we are com m anded  by our Lord to be good stew ards o f  H is resources; and
W hereas the G eneral A ssem bly  is a b iblical and necessary part o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica; and
W hereas we should help and encourage all o f the e lig ib le  brethren  to attend and participate;
Be if resolved that each  y ear 's  G eneral A ssem bly a rrangem ents com m ittee  be lim ited to use the facilities 
o f  co lleges o r conference cen ters, so that we m ight m aintain  a reasonab le  cost for all o f the com m issioners.

Attest: Frank D. M oser. S tated C lerk

See 14-74. III. 19. p. 171.

TO  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  B IL L S A N D  O V E R T U R E S  

O verture 5: From  D elm arva Presbytery
W hereas, the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , and before it the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch . E vangelical 
Synod, have conscientiously adhered  to the Protestant principle o f ecclesiastical separation  w hen all other 
efforts to attain purity o f  the C hurch have failed , and
W hereas, the R PC .E S  did a careful study o f the m atter and reported  that study to the 158th G eneral Synod 
<cf A cts  o f  Synod , p. 75 f f ). and
W hereas, m uch has been w ritten about the PCA history and conv ictions in the m atter o f ecclesiastical 
separation , and
W hereas, m any who are entering  the m inistry o f  the PCA ev idence little understand ing  o r appreciation  o f 
this part o f our heritage, and
W hereas, the issue o f ecclesiastical separation  needs to be presen ted  to the larger C hurch:
T herefore be it resolved  that the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  direct the Stated C lerk  to prepare  for 
publication a docum ent exp lain ing  the convictions and history  o f  the PCA  and the R P C .E S . T he docum ent 
shall be rev ised  under the supervision  o f  the S tated C lerk to include history pertinent to the form ation  o f 
the PCA and a reflection  o f PCA governm ental standards ra ther than those o f  the R PC .E S .

This docum ent shall not represent an " o ff ic ia l" position o f  the PCA but shall be availab le  as inform ation . 
Upon com pletion o f  the rev ision , the C om m ittee  on C hristian Education  and Publications shall publish  the 
study and and m ake it availab le  for sale.

Presented  to the D elm arva Presbytery m eeting. N ovem ber 13. 1984. by approval o f  the Session  o f  
M cLean Presbyterian C hurch.

A pproved at the 12th Stated M eeting o f D elm arva P resbytery . M ay 14. 1985. at H yattsv ille. M aryland.

A ttest: T hom as G W ebb . Stated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended. I4-S5. Ill, J, p. IS7.
O verture 23: From  G race Presbytery
W hereas, it has been dem onstra ted  w ithin the b rie f history o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica that 
am endm ent o f  ou r constitu tional standards has been better effec ted  w hen these changes have been  instigated 
by the "m ino r"  courts than w hen they have been generated  from  w ithin the com m ittees o f  the G eneral 
A ssem ble:
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T h erefore , be it reso lved  that G race Presbytery  overture  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  to dism iss the 
A d-Interim  C om m ittee on the G eneral A ssem bly  w ith thanks.

A dopted at the Forty-N inth S tated M eeting  o f  G race P resbytery , January  14, 1986, m eeting  at the M ount 
O live Presbyterian  C hurch , M ount O live , M ississippi.

A ttest: V aughn E. H athaw ay, Jr. S tated  C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-85, III, 1, p. 187.
O verture 40: From  Ph iladelph ia  P resbytery
W hereas the telev ision-m otion  picture industry has increasingly  p roduced program s w hich show  blatant 
disregard  for ou r Judeo-C hristian  values by using  the nam e o f G od irresponsib ly  and generally  departing  
from  the high m orality  o f  ou r relig ious heritage; and
W hereas this practice has a negative influence upon the behav ior o f  m any w ho are regularly  exposed to 
the enterta inm ent m edia; and
W hereas continued d isregard  for the nam e o f G od  and Scriptural values can on ly  bring reproach  upon this 
nation;
T h erefore, we overture the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  to appoint a com m ittee  to study the p roblem  and 
propose w ays w hereby we m ay exercise  an effective  influence upon the m edia , thereby causing  them  to 
raise the m oral standards o f  te lev ision  program s.

A dopted at the M arch 14-15, 1986 m eeting  o f the Philadelphia  P resbytery.

A ttest: Iain C rich ton , Stated C lerk

See 14-85, 111, 4, p. 187.
O verture 42: From  Illiana Presbytery
W hereas, private individuals have avow ed that the nam e R am eses in E xodus 1:11 is not o rig inal, and 
W hereas, they have w idely published this avow al, and this avow al has not been subm itted to  any church 
body fo r analysis to  ascertain  its valid ity , and
W hereas, this m ethodology is an attem pt to solve a d ifficu lty  in B ibilical in terpreta tion  by private in terpre
tation w here there is no textual support for the avow al, and
W hereas, the exam ple offers encouragem ent to em ploy the m ethod to solve o ther d ifficult textual B iblical 
prob lem s, and
W hereas, other B iblical data  indicates that the use o f the nam e R am eses is genuine and proper, and needs 
to be accepted as o rig inal.
T h erefore , it is requested  that this m atter o f  private in terpretation  o f  E xodus 1: 11 be studied by a com m ittee 
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and in support o f this request, supportive m aterial is herew ith  appended , and that 
this com m ittee report back to this G eneral A ssem bly.

Attest: T hom as W aldccker. S tated C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-85, 111, 5, p. 187.
O verture 49: From  Siou xlands Presbytery
W hereas, the A postle Paul gave the follow ing counsel to  the church  at C orin th  concern ing  an offering  to 
be collected  for the struggling  Jerusalem  C hurch . "O ur desire  is not that o thers m ight be relieved w hile you 
are hard p ressed , but that there m ight be equality . At the present tim e your plenty  will supply  w hat they 
need , so that in turn their plenty will supply w hat you need. T hen there will be equality , as it is w ritten: 
'H e  that gathered  m uch did not have too m uch, and he that gathered  little did not have too  little . ' ” and. 
W hereas, we believe that a "Jerusalem  C hurch" situation  ex ists  in ou r upper M idw est s tates, as ou r w hole 
farm econom y is going  through a tim e o f  "gathering  little ."  and.
W hereas, the rural crisis in our area is a genuine c ris is, w ith over 1/3 o f our farm ers facing the possible 
loss o f  a w ay o f  life, and
W hereas, the bankrup tc ies, foreclosures and farm  sales affect our entire M idw est cu ltu re , from  the farm er 
to the banker to the businessm an , from  social serv ices to education  to care  serv ices, and 
W hereas, the crisis is affecting  every  area  o f ou r lives as a people, tak ing  a physical, sp iritua l, em otional 
and social toll through w idespread iso lation  and dep ression , and alarm ing increases in the incidence o f 
fam ily abuse, a lcohol abuse and su icides, and
W hereas, the crisis has not been felt equally  throughout our national econom y , and m any segm ents o f  our 
PCA are in relatively  good econom ic health .
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T h erefore, Be It R esolved ,
1. That the 14th G eneral A ssem bly encourage ou r churches to  recognize S unday , Sep tem ber 7, 1986 as 

a Day o f P rayer fo r those individuals and churches w ho are experiencing  the c ris is , and continue to 
uphold  them  in prayer.

2. That the 14th G eneral A ssem bly urge ou r churches to seriously consider their responsib lity  to  help 
m aterially  in this "Jerusalem  church" situation , designa ting  Sunday , S ep tem ber 7, 1986 as a Day o f 
C ollection  after the pattern o f 2 C orin th ians 8 -9 , and con tinu ing  to send ongo ing  aid to the M ercy 
Fund o f  the Presbytery  o f  Sioux lands, that we m ight extend em ergency  aid to those w ho are in trouble

This O verture  w as approved at the 17th Stated M eeting  o f the Presbytery  o f  S ioux lands, PC A , m eeting
April 24-25. 1986 at L incoln , N ebraska.

Attest: D. Steven M cyerhoff, S tated  C lerk

See 14-85, III. 6. p. 187.
O verture 51: From  Southw est P resbytery
W hereas the Ad Interim  C om m ittee on the G eneral A ssem bly  has w orked diligently  on the task assigned 
to it by the 12th G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas we do not believe the issues assum ed by the m ajority report are substan titive  to the degree that 
w arrant their proposals; and
W hereas such drastic  changes are not needed in the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica;
T herefore Southw est Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  to dism iss the A d Interim  
C om m ittee  on the G eneral A ssem bly with thanks.

A dopted at the Spring Stated M eeting o f the Presbytery o f  the Sou thw est, A pril 24-25, 1986.

Attest: C harles E. T urner. S tated  C lerk

Answered in llie negative, 14-85. Ill, I . p. 187.
T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  C H R IS T IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  
PU B L IC A T IO N S

O verture 41: F rom  T en nessee Valley Presbytery
W hereas, the B C O  (13-9 . 19-7) assigns to P resbyteries the responsib ility  o f overseeing  a m an 's  preparations 
for the G ospel m in istry , including his being taken under care , his licensure exam , his in ternship , and his 
ord ination  exam : and
W hereas, the GA is d irected  by the B C O  (1 4 -2 .1) to “encourage  unit p rom o te  the fulfillm ent o f  (the G reat 
C om m ission) by the various courts:"  and
W hereas, the 7th GA  approved the form ation o f a C ertification  C om m ittee , w hose purpose w as to approve 
both general and specific internship  plans as subm itted  by the Presbyteries; and
W hereas, this would appear to be in direct v io lation o f  the B C O 's  d irective that internship  is a Presbytery 
responsibility;
T h erefore, be it resolved that the T V P docs petition the 14th GA to reconstitu te  the C ertification  C om m ittee , 
an advisory  com m ittee to  the P resbyteries, to assist them  in the structuring  o f  their in ternship  p rogram s, 
but w ith no  authority to approve o r d isapprove o f a P resb y te ry 's  general o r specific  p lans o f  internship.

A dopted at the Spring Stated  M eeting o f  T ennessee V alley P resbytery , A pril 8, 1986.

Attest: R ichard R H arris. S tated  C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-67, III, 26, p. 147.
O verture 55: From  TK V aughn E. H ath aw ay, Jr.
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica has taken previous action to 
recognize certain  Presbyterian  and R eform ed sem inaries as approved or recognized sem inaries; and 
W hereas, Joining and R eceiving as effected  w ith the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch . E vangelical Synod , 
brought into the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica C ovenant T heological Sem inary; and 
W hereas, the U niform  C urriculum  as approved by the G eneral A ssem bly  is based in part upon attendance 
at a “ standard sem inary” ; and
W h ereas, som e o f the Sem inaries approved by the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
have m odified  their academ ic curriculum  subsequent to their approval by the G eneral A ssem bly; 
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  d irect the C om m ittee  for C hristian  E ducation
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and Publications to m ake a study o f  the curricu lum  o f  the approved sem inaries th rough the Theological 
C ertification  C om m ittee  to ascertain  that the requ irem ents o f  the U niform  C urricu lum  are satisfied; to 
estab lish  a procedure for the periodic review  o f  the curricu lum  o f  such approved sem inaries; to establish  
procedures by w hich the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica  m ay o ffer counsel to such approved  sem inaries 
to m aintain curricu lum  that m eet the U niform  C urricu lum ; and to recom m end rem oval from  o r continuation  
o f the approval o f particu lar sem inaries w hich are presently  and and m ay in the future be approved.

O verture  p resented  by T E  V aughn H athaw ay. It w as considered  and re jected  by the F iftieth  S tated M eeting 
o f  G race P resbytery , M ay 13, 1986

Attest: V aughn E. H athaw ay. Jr.

Answered in the negative, 14-67, III, 27, p. 147.
T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S  

O verture 48: From  W estm inster Presbytery
W hereas, we recognize the im portance o f the unity  o f the Body o f C hrist am ong all be lievers, and appreciate 
our brothers in the N ational A ssociation o f  E vangelicals (N A E); and
W hereas, we appreciate the several m inistries o f  the N A E , not the least o f w hich is that o f  w orld relief; 
N evertherless:
W hereas, affiliation with the N A E w ould im ply a reduction  o f  the d istinctive  charac te r o f  the reform ed 
faith to an undefined  evangelicalism ; and
W hereas, the N A E speaks to policitical and m oral issues through its O ffice o f  Public A ffairs in W ash ing ton , 
D C .; and
W hereas, it is conceivable  that the N A E could  public ly  express positions not in keeping  w ith the consensus 
o f the PC A ; and
W hereas, the public generally  perceives the p ronouncem ents o f  the N A E as the position  o f  its constituent 
m em bers; and
W hereas, the p roper m ethod o f addressing  political, m oral, as well as doctrinal con troversies  is through 
the deliberative  function o f  church courts; and
W hereas, there is the possib ility  for indiv iduals and local churches to jo in  the N A E on an individual basis; and 
W hereas, there are m any indiv iduals and congregations principally  opposed to official association  w ith the 
NAE;
T herefore be it resolved  that W estm inster Presbytery  overtures the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
P resbyterian C hurch in A m ercia m eeting  in P h iladelphia . Pennsylvania, to d iscon tinue any further co n sid 
eration  o f affiliation with the NAE.

A dopted at the Spring S tated M eeting o f  W estm inste r P resbytery , April 19. 1986.

A ttest: Larry E. B all, Stated C lerk

Answered b \ action to join the NAE, 14-38, III, 7 and I I , p. 110.
T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

O verture I: From  C entral G eorgia  P resbytery
W hereas the present provisions o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  (19-7 , In ternship) are proving  in som e cases 
to be unnecessarily  restrictive upon local chu rches, p resby teries, and cand idates for the m inistry  in fulfilling 
the requirem ents for Internship , and
W hereas, it is the ju risd ic tion  and responsib ility  o f  the local presbyteries to see to the p roper train ing  o f  
candidates for the G ospel m in istry . C entra l G eorg ia  Presbytery overtures the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica m eeting in St. L ou is, M issouri, June 17-21, 1985 to  approve and send to 
the P resbyteries the follow ing change in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. C hap ter 19-7:

19-7. The Holy Scrip tu res, etc. (no  change through the w ord ing , “ to  w ho this sacred office  is to be 
com m itted” ). T o  provide fo r such a period  o f trial, a cand idate  for o rd ination  m ust serve an internship: 
and w here p ractical this internship  should  norm ally  occu r in the Presbytery  in w hich he is expecting  
to be licensed and /or ordained  This period  o f in ternship  shall be at least one year in length , and may 
be longer at the d iscretion  o f  the Presbytery  so as to give suffic ient tim e for the P resbytery  to judge 
the can d id a te 's  qualifications and serv ice. This period  o f  internship  m ay o ccu r before , during , o r after 
the can d id a te 's  form al theological education . W hen it occurs p r io r  to  h is fo r m a l theo log ica l education , 
he m ust have fu lfil led  the requ irem ents  fo r  reception  to the p resby tery  a s a C and ida te  f o r  the G ospel 
M inistry, an d  his M inistry o f  In ternsh ip  m ust be p resen ted  to an d  fo rm a lly  a p proved  by the Presbytery  
in which he is serving  the In ternship . W hen it occurs during  his form al theological educa tion , e tc . . . . "
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19-8. An applicant for internship  m ust be a cand idate , m ust have been accep ted  by an approved 
theological sem inary , and m ust serve his in ternship  in the Presbytery  w here he is a cand idate . The 
applicant m ay becom e a candidate and intern at the sam e m eeting o f  P resbytery . In cases w here a 
intern shall be preaching on a regular basis he m ust fulfill the requirem ents for L icensure as defined 
previously  in BC O  chap ter 19.

Answered by response to Overture 4. See 14-52, 22, p. 126.
O verture 2: From  th e Presbytery o f  W estern  C arolina
That we accept the ruling o f the G eneral A ssem bly Judicial B usiness C om m ittee  concern ing  m atters properly  
executed  by a com m ission , but that we believe it is a dangerous precedent to conduct the final exam ination  
for cand idacy , licensure o r ord ination  o ther than on the floor o f  presby tery , and
T herefore we overture the G eneral A ssem bly to  am end the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  to m ake it c lear that the 
final exam ination  for cand idacy , licensure and o rdination  m ust be conducted  by the p resbytery  as a w hole 
and not be delegated  to a com m ission .

A dopted at the S tated M eeting o f W estern C arolina  P resbytery  on A pril 20, 1985.

A ttest: W . D onald M unson . Jr. S tated C lerk

Answered by response to Overture 4. See 14-52, 23, p. 126.
O verture 4: From  L ouisiana Presbytery
W hereas the Presbytery is responsib le  for the care, exam ination , and advocacy for cand idates o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica.
A nd W hereas the licensure exam ination  is not inclusive o f all e lem ents o f  the o rd ination  exam ination . 
And W hereas the philosophy o f  the licensure exam ination  regarding  its depth  is in terpreted  d ifferently  
across the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica,
A nd W hereas paragraph 21-4  speaks to w it that areas previously  covered  in the licensure exam ination  need 
not be raised again the ord ination  exam ination ,
And W hereas further in paragraph 21-4 it states that " tria ls  fo r o rd ination  shall consist o f  a C A R E FU L  
(capitalization added) exam ination  as to his acquain tance with
And W hereas the areas o f  English B ible, Theology (C onfession  and C atech ism ), Sacram ents (C onfession 
and C atechism ) and G overnm ent and D iscipline are con tained  in the licensure and o rd ination  w ith the word 
"carefu l" m entioned only in the ordination  exam ination .
And W hereas the w ord , "b asic ,"  is used in 1 9 -2 -B -I.3  leading to the idea o f a m ore cursory exam ination  
in those areas for licensure.
Be It T herefore R esolved  that the Presbytery o f  Louisiana petition  the G eneral A ssem bly  th rough its 
Judicial B usiness C om m ittee to study the philosophy behind the licensure and o rd ination  exam inations and 
the w ording  in the Form  o f G overnm ent, chapters 19 and 21 , and to m ake recom m endations back to the 
15th G eneral A ssem bly to resolve this conflict should one be established.

Passed by the Session o f  the Plains P resbyterian C hurch  on Sep tem ber 8, 1985, and sent to P resbytery . 

A dopted at the Fall M eeting  o f  L ouisiana P resbytery . O ctober 12, 1985.

A ttest: B aker S. Sm ith , A cting S tated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-52, 25, p. 126.
O verture 6: From  N orthern  Illinois P resbytery
W hereas, there have been a num ber o f  proposals presented  to the G eneral A ssem bly for a delegated  
A ssem bly , none o f  w hich have yet been approved by the A ssem bly , and
W hereas, the continued b lessing o f  the Lord may result in an A ssem bly  too  large to m eet effic iently  every  
year, and
W hereas, there is m uch benefit derived  from  a G eneral A ssem bly  w ith com m issioners from  all o f  the 
churches, and
W hereas, there is also  a need for a m ore deliberative  body to  consider ongoing issues in de ta il, w hich 
could  be accom plished  by a sm aller, delegated  A ssem bly,
W e respectfu lly  overture the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly to am end the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  to provide 
for a delegated  assem bly , to be know n as a G eneral S ynod, for tw o years out o f  th ree , and for a G eneral 
A ssem bly  as now  constitu ted  every third year. The proposed am endm ents to the B C O  w ould be as follows:

I. C hap ter 14. C hange the nam e o f the C hap ter to "T he G eneral A ssem bly  and the G eneral Synod".



JOURNAL 49

2. 14-1. C hange the open ing  paragraph to read “T he  G eneral A ssem bly  o r G eneral Synod is the highest 
court o f  this church , and represents in one body all the churches thereof. It bears the title  o f  ‘The 
G eneral A ssem bly (or T he G eneral Synod) o f  the Presby terian  C hurch  in A m erica ’ , and  constitu tes 
the bond o f union, peace and correspondence am ong all its congregations and courts. W herever this 
B ook o f  C hurch O rder  refers to the Synod , it also  includes the A ssem bly , but re ferences to The 
A ssem bly  o r G eneral A ssem bly  apply exclusively  to the G eneral A ssem bly . All pow ers given  to the 
G eneral Synod shall also  apply to the G eneral A ssem bly , but pow ers given  specifically  to the G eneral 
A ssem bly  shall be exercised  only  by that b o d y ."

3. R eferences to the A ssem bly  in C hap ter 14-1 fo llow ing  paragraph 1 w ould  be changed  to Synod.
4. Add a new  14-2, as follow s:

"T he G eneral Synod, w hich is a perm anen t court, shall m eet annually  upon its ow n adjournm ent, 
except that every  th ird  year the Synod shall m eet as a G eneral A ssem bly , and the G eneral Synod shall 
consist o f 400 com m issioners e lected  by the P resbyteries in equal num bers o f  R uling E lders and 
T eaching  E lders. Each Presbytery  shall be en titled  to send at least four com m issioners, tw o  Ruling 
E lders and tw o  T eaching  E lders. T he rem aining C om m issioners shall be apportioned am ong the 
P resbyteries by pairs in proportion  to the size o f their com m unican t church m em bersh ip , seeking 
balanced representation  as far as po ssib le .”

5. C hange the present 14-2 to  14-3, and am end it to read:
“T he G eneral A ssem bly  shall m eet trienn ia lly , in coord ination  w ith and in lieu o f  a G eneral Synod 
m eeting  every third year, and shall consist o f all T each ing  E lders in good standing  w ith  their P resbyteries, 
and R uling E lders in the ratio  o f one from  each congregation  for each  500  m em bers, o r fraction 
thereof, but not to exceed five R uling E lder com m issioners from  any one con g reg atio n .”

6. C hange the present 14-3 to 14-4 change the w ord  “A ssem bly” to “Synod", and change the w ord 
“S ession” to “P resby tery” . T he present 14-4 thru  14-7 w ould  be num bered  14-5 thru 14-8, and the 
w ord “ A ssem bly" w ould  be changed to  “ Synod” w herever it appears.

7. A m end C hapter 26-2 as follows:
C hange G eneral A ssem bly  to G eneral A ssem bly  o r Synod.

8. Add a section to 26-2: “ (4) O ne o f the votes on am endm ents to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, e ith e r to
initiate the am endm ent o r finally  enact it, m ust be at a  m eeting  o f the G eneral A ssem bly .”

9. Add to  26-5 , a num ber (4), as follows:
(4) T he pow er to “ receive under its ju risd ic tio n .. .o ther ecclesiastical bodies" as set forth  in 14-7 is 
reserved to the G eneral A ssem bly.

10. In paragraph 26-6 , the w ord A ssem bly  shall be changed  to Synod.
11. C hange all o ther references to the G eneral A ssem bly  o r A ssem bly  in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  to

G eneral Synod o r S ynod , such as in chapters 10, 13, 15, 34 , 43 , etc.

A dopted  by the Presbytery  o f  N orthern Illinois, Ju ly  26 , 1985.

A ttest: D ouglas B. T illey , S tated  C lerk

Referred to the Ad Interim Committee on General Assembly, 14-52, 24, p. 126. 
O verture 11: From  E astern C arolina Presbytery
W hereas, there are m any Judicial C ases that com e annually  to the G eneral A ssem bly , and
W hereas, in m any cases those d irectly  involved in those Judicial C ases are often not present at the A ssem bly ,
and
W hereas, it is d ifficult for the Judicial C om m ission  to seek to render a decision  in such a case , and 
W hereas, it is unfair to the parties involved for the C om m ission  to seek to render a decision  in such  cases, 
T herefore, be it resolved  that E astern C arolina  P resbytery  overtu res the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  
the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica that in each  Judicial C ase the G eneral A ssem bly  cite  the parties involved 
to appear and present their cases personally .

M otion approved at S tated M eeting , July 20 , 1985.

A ttest: Jam es B. M oore. S tated  C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-52, 26, p. 126.
O verture 12: From  Pacific N orthw est Presbytery
W hereas recent studies have m ade it c lear that the practice o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  in 
denying the L ord’s Supper to w eaned covenant children  cannot be defended  from  the Scrip ture  by som e o f 
dur c h u rch 's  m em bers w ith ou r form er confidence; and
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W hereas an im pressive case can be m ade for paedocom m union w hich is agreeab le  to the Scripture and 
consistent w ith reform ed ecclesio logy; and
W hereas we are a church determ ined that the H oly Scripture will be ou r authority  for doctrine  and practice 
and not the trad itions o f  m en, how ever honored  and w ell-m eant; and
W hereas it w ould be a serious breach  o f  a sacred principle for the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica to insist 
upon conform ity  to a custom  som e o f its m em bers no longer believe to be capable  o f  satisfactory  biblical 
dem onstra tion; but
W hereas for m ore than four and a h a lf cen tu ries  the reform ed church  has neither practiced  paedocom m union 
nor g iven carefu l consideration  to the issue; and
W hereas it is virtually  certain to require m any years to  achieve in ou r church a uniform ity  o f  conviction  
regarding the place o f covenant children  at the L o rd 's  Table;
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , 
m eeting in Philadelphia, June 23-27 , 1986, instruct the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to  prepare  m odifi
cations o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  so  as to perm it I ) church sessions, at the ir d iscretion , to adm it baptized 
children to the sacram ent by right o f the covenan t and w ithout regard to the procedures ou tlined  in 57-1, 
2, 4 , 5; and 2) young children to be adm itted  to the L o rd 's  Table  w ithout thereby incurring  the obligation  
o f voting in congregational m eetings.

Upon m otion o f the P resbytery , I was d irected  to com m unicate  that this O vertu re  to the Fourteenth  G eneral 
A ssem bly received approval by the follow ing vote o f the Presbytery: For, 17; A gainst, 13. RE Don R obertson 
asked that his d issenting  vote be recorded.

A ttest: R ichard A. H erbert, S tated C lerk

Referred to the Ad Interim Committee on Paedocommunion, 14-52, 28, p. 127.
O verture 13: F rom  Pacific  N orthw est Presbytery
W hereas som e C hurches are not represented  at the G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas the reasons for changes in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  are not published in any Presbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica publication; and
W hereas the M inutes o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  have not alw ays been d istribu ted  before P resbyteries meet 
to vote on the proposed changes;
T herefore, the Presbytery o f the Pacific N orthw est overtures the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica to have the S tated C lerk include in the publication  o f  the proposed changes 
a b rief explanation  o f the reasons given  for these changes.

A ttest: R ichard  A. H erbert, S tated C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-52, 27, p. 127.
O verture 24: From  N orthern  Illinois Presbytery
Fathers and Brethren:
W hereas, the Presbytery  o f N orthern  Illinois voted against item  # 1 3  in the p roposed am endm ents to the
B ook o f  C hurch O rder, sent dow n by the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly and
W hereas, we also  took action to com m unicate  ou r reasons to the G eneral A ssem bly , and
W hereas, we do no not object to the intent o f the proposed am endm ent, w hich is to ask those uniting  with
the PCA to affirm  their subm ission to the S crip tu res, and we believe it is w ise to  include this concept as
a part o f  the last m em bership  vow rather than as a first vow.
H ow ever, w e believe that the proposed vow  is w orded poorly , since it could  be understood to im ply that 
subm ission to the governm ent o f  the church is as im portant as subm ission  to the W ord o f  G od , and 
W hereas, we believe that a b rie f defin ition  o f the W ord o f  G od w ould be desirable in the vow . and 
W hereas, we believe that it w ould  be w ise to clarify  the w ord "s tudy” in the present vow  by chang ing  it 
to " p ro m o te ,"
T h erefore, w e the Presbytery o f  N orthern Illinois respectfully  overture the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly 
o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica
1 to not adopt the proposed am endm ent to B C O  57-7 .5  as sent dow n by the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly

even if it receives sufficient support by the P resbyteries for adop tion , and
2. to am end the fifth vow o f church m em bership . B C O  57-5 .5  to read as follow s (the proposed changes

are underlined .)
“5. D o you subm it yourselves to the au thority  o f  Scrip ture  as the W ord o f  G od; an d  do  you  fu r th e r  
subm it yourse lves  to the governm ent and d iscip line  o f the C hurch , and prom ise to p rom ote  its purity 
and peace?" and
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3. to  subm it the rew orded vow  to the Presby teries for their advice and consent.

A dopted by the Fourteenth S tated M eeting o f  the Presbytery  o f  N orthern Illinois m eeting  in F lam m ond, 
Indiana. January 24, 1986.

Attest: D ouglas B. T illey , S tated  C lerk

Reported to the Assembly at the time o f voting on the BCO amendments. 
See 14-52, 29, p. 127. The amendment to BCO was not adopted. 
Assembly failed to act on Items 2 and 3.

O verture 25: From  E vangel P resbytery
W hereas, the Book o f  C hurch O rder  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica requires that cand idates for 
the m inistry  serve at least one year o f in ternship  prior to o rd ination  to the m in istry , and,
W hereas, said B ook o f  C hurch O rder  - E ighth E dition printed in 1984 requires that said cand idate  m ust 
be a licentiate p rior to serv ing his in ternship , and.
W hereas, experience in the Presbytery  o f Evangel during  the past five years has show n that som e candidates 
prior to licensure have already m et som e o f  the requirem ents they w ould  norm ally fulfill during  the period 
o f in ternship , and a repetition  o f the fulfillm ent o f these  requirem ents w ould  serve no useful purpose, now  
therefore.
Be it resolved that the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  be am ended to perm it, at the d iscretion  o f  the p resbytery , 
the intern to fulfill som e o f the in ternship  requirem ents p rio r to licensure.

A dopted at the W inter S tated M eeting o f E vangel P resby tery , January  28 , 1986.

Attest: Flubert C . S tew art. S tated  C lerk

Answered by response to Overture 4. See 14-52, 31, p. 127.
O verture 26: From  Pacific Presbytery
W hereas the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica endorsed  T eaching  Elders to labor out o f  bounds as m ilitary 
chap lains, and
W hereas the Book o f  C hurch O rder  indicates that the Sacram ents are to be adm in istered  under the supervision  
o f S essio n . and
W hereas m ilitary chap lains do  not m in ister to their congregations w ith Ruling E lders and Sessions. 
T h erefore, the Pacific Presbytery respectfu lly  overtu res the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica to am end the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  by adding the fo llow ing new paragraph  8-8:

8-8. W hen a T eaching  E lder is endorsed  by the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  and receives a 
C om m ission  from  the U. S. governm ent to  m in iste r as a m ilitary  chap lain , he will be g ran ted  the 
pow ers o f  an E vangelist to adm in ister the Sacram ents o f  B aptism  and the L o rd 's  Supper by the 
Presbytery o f  w hich he is a m em ber. These pow ers o f  an E vangelist are lim ited to the Sacram ents 
and will continue in effect until: 1) the chaplain  resigns his C om m ission ; 2) he loses his C om m ission  
as a result o f  adm inistra tive  action by the governm ent; 3) w ithdraw al o f  ecc lesiastical endorsem ent 
by the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica: o r 4) retirem ent.

All subsequent paragraphs to be renum bered  accordingly 

A dopted by the Pacific Presbytery on January  25 . 1986.

A ttest: Jam es E. S ing leton , S tated  C lerk

The matter was referred to the Committee on Judicial Business for study. 
See. 14-52, 30. p. 127.

O verture 28: From  L ouisiana Presbytery
W 'hereas, the Book o f  C hurch  O rder  58-4 states that in the adm in istra tion  o f  the L o rd 's  Supper the m inister 
may invite, " . . .  all those who profess the true re lig ion , and are com m unican ts  in good standing  in any 
evangelical church , to partic ipate  in the ord inance . . . ” . and
W hereas, the session o f  Southeast Presbyterian  C hurch  is in doubt as to the m eaning o f the phrase, "any 
evangelical ch u rch ", and
W hereas, this doubt leads to practical d ilem m as in the adm inistra tion  o f the sacram ent in ou r church . 
T herefore, be it resolved  that the session o f  Southeast P resbyterian  C hurch requests the Presbytery  o f 
L ouisiana to overture  the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly to give d irection  as to the in terpreta tion  o f  the
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phrase “any evangelical church" in relation  to the fo llow ing questions:
1. Is this a reference to the denom ination  o r the particu lar church to w hich the com m unican t belongs?
2. Is the determ ination  o f the evangelical nature o f  the church  to w hich the com m unican t be longs left 

solely to the conscience o f the com m unican t, o r is to be determ ined by the session  o f the church 
adm inistering  the sacram ent?

3. If  it is the responsib ility  o f  the session adm inistering  the sacram ent to m ake said de term ination , w hat 
are the guidelines that the session should use to determ ine the evangelical nature o f  the church to 
w hich the perspective  recip ient belongs?

A dopted  at 23rd m eeting o f Louisiana P resbytery , February 15, 1986.

A ttest: B aker S. Sm ith , S tated  C lerk

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 14-52, 54, p. 129.
O verture 29: From  E astern C arolina Presbytery
M inisters in good standing , present at any m eeting  o f  P resbytery , at the d iscretion  o f  the P resbytery , m ay 
be invited to sit as V isiting Brethren. It is p roper for the M oderato r to in troduce these brethren  to the 
P resbytery. T his provision shall also apply  to the G eneral A ssem bly .

A dopted at the W in ter M eeting o f Eastern C aro lina  P resbytery , January  18, 1986.

A ttest: Jam es B allagh M oore, Stated  C lerk

Found not in order, 14-52, 56, p. 129.
O verture 31: From  M issouri P resbytery
W hereas B C O  14-5 allow s G eneral A ssem bly  business to  be conducted  by 40  C om m issioners representing  
at least 7 Presbyteries; and.
W hereas, this quorum  determ ination  is tan tam ount to  having G eneral A ssem bly  business conducted  by a 
C om m ission; and.
W hereas, this quorum  determ ination  fails to  take into account the grow th o f the D enom ination; 
T h erefore , the Presbytery  o f M issouri respectfu lly  overtures the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica m eeting  in P h iladelph ia , Pennsy lvan ia, June 23-27 , 1986 that the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  be am ended in 14-3 as follows:

in the first sentence dele te  “seven” and insert “ 1/3” , and , at the end  o f  14-3 add “ A quorum  shall 
consist o f  at least 50 com m issioners, representing  25 Ruling E lders and 25 T each ing  E lders, representing  
at least 1/3 o f  the P resby teries."  and 

that the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  be am ended in 14-5 to require a quorum  for annual G eneral A ssem bly  
m eetings by deleting  from  B C O  14-5

“any forty" and inserting “at least 1/4” , and, 
deleting  “seven" and inserting “ 1/2 th e ."

By order o f  P resbytery , 17 January  1986.

Attest: A lbert F. M oginot, J r .,  S tated C lerk

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 14-52, 55, p. 129.
O verture 32: From  Jam es R iver P resbytery
W hereas the W estm inster C onfession  states in C hap ter 20 , paragraph 2 , “G od alone is Lord o f  the consc ience, 
and hath left it free from  the doctrines and com m andm ents o f  m en, w hich are , in any th ing con trary  to H is 
W ord; o r beside it; if m atters o f  faith or  w orsh ip", and
W hereas, the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  should conform  to the W estm inster C onfession;
Be it resolved  that the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  be am ended to conform  to the W estm inster C onfession  in 
the Preface II, (1) as follows:

" ( I )  G od alone is Lord o f  the consc ience, and has left it free from  the doctrines and com m andm ents o f 
m en, w hich are, in anyth ing , contrary to H is W ord; o r beside it; if m atters o f  faith or  w o rsh ip ...”

A dopted at the Fall m eeting o f Jam es R iver P resbytery . O ctober 12, 1985.

A ttest: R ussell F laxm an, S tated C lerk 
M ichael F razer. M oderator

Presented to the Assembly at the time of voting on BCO amendments. See 14-52. 53, 
p. 129.
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O verture 37: From  A scension  Presbytery
W hereas discip line is the exercise  o f authority  given  the C hurch  by the Lord Jesus C hrist to instruct and 
guide its m em bers and to prom ote its purity and w elfare  (B C O  2 7 -1 1), and
W hereas its ends are . am ong o thers, the prom otion  o f the purity  and general ed ification  o f  the C hurch
(B C O  27-3), and
W hereas often tim es notices o f  appeal or com plain t to a court are found out o f  order solely on the ground 
o f  the lapse o f  the fifteen day filing period , and
W hereas the fifteen day filing period does not allow  suffic ient tim e for p roper preparation  and counsel and 
may encourage rashness, and
W hereas m any, if not m ost, o f  our com m unicant m em bers are not w ell acquain ted  w ith the technical details 
o f the B C O . and m any tim es w ith the basic rights o f com plain t and appeal, thus essen tia lly  depriv ing  them
o f the due process intended for them  by the fram ers o f our BCO ; and
W hereas the refusal to hear the appeal o r com plain t solely on the reason o f the lapse o f such a short period 
neither ed ifies the church , redresses the issues, nor prom otes the sp iritual good o f the o ffenders, and in fact 
often contributes to the frustration and ill will o f  those affected;
Be it resolved  that the Presbytery  o f  the A scension overtu res the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly:
1 to am end B C O  42 -4 . 43 -2 , and 43-3 by chang ing  the filing  lim it o f appeals and com plain ts  to w ithin

sixty days, and
2. to propose som e effective  m eans w hereby every person affected by d iscip linary  process is guaranteed  

to receive an understandable statem ent o f his rights under the B C O  w hether by adm onish ing  the courts
o f  the church to  undertake this them selves o r by prov id ing  som e sim ple, prin ted  statem ent w hich
would so set forth  the needed inform ation.

A dopted by the Presbytery  o f  the A scension this eighth  day o f  M arch , 1986, in session at G ospel Fellow ship  
Presbyterian C hurch , V alencia , PA.

A ttest: Frank D. M oser, S tated  C lerk

Adopted as amended. 14-52, 57, p. 129.
O verture 43: F rom  W estern  C arolina Presbytery
W hereas. 21-4 o f ou r B onk o f  C hurch O rder  m akes p rovision  for Presbytery to om it parts o f  trial for 
O rdination  in ex traordinary  cases: and.
W hereas, O rdained m inisters m ay be received by Presbytery  from  o ther denom inations (13-6) follow ing 
the prescribed exam ination; and,
W 'hereas, the reception  o f ordained  m inisters from  o ther denom inations is carried  out in accordance with 
21-4 o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  con tain ing  the reference to ex traord inary  cases;
T h erefore, W e, the W estern C arolina  P resbytery , overture  the G eneral A ssem bly  to change the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  C hap ter 21-4 by adding a c larify ing  sen tence, to read "O rdained  m inisters from  other 
denom inations being considered  by presbyteries for recep tio n , m ay com e under the ex traord inary  p rov isions."

A dopted bv W estern C aro lina  Presbytery on A pril 12, 1986.

Attest: Bill L axton , S tated  C lerk

Referred to Judicial Business Committee, 14-52, 58, p. 130.

TO  T H E C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M IS SIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  

O verture 3: From  N ortheast P resb ytery
W hereas, the Lord calls His C hurch  to  m in ister to the hungry  (M t. 25); and
W hereas, we feel the need for guidance for this m inistry  in a day w hen the w orld hunger p roblem  is
painfu lly  conspicuous;
T h erefore, the N ortheast Presbytery  overtures the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica (PCA ) to instruct the M ission to the W orld  (M T W ) and M ission  to N orth A m erica  (M N A ) 
C om m ittees, and /or C ovenan t Sem inary and C ovenan t C o llege, and /o r a com m ittee  convened  fo r this purpose 
a lone, to produce a study paper w ith practical guidelines for the instruction  o f  PC A  churches in m inistry  
to the hungry.

W e request that the study w ould address the fo llow ing questions:
I . W hat does the Lord require o f  H is people  and o f H is church in m inistering  to the hungry?
2 W hat do O ld and New Testam ent p ractices suggest about w hat can be done at the indiv idual,

group, and societal levels? T o  w hat degree are these p ractices applicable today and in w hat 
possible re-encultra tions?
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3. W hat p ractices, w hether o f o ther churches o r secu lar agencies, have been effective  in the re lief 
o f  the hungry  ?

4. H ow  can the PCA  organize at the indiv idual, particu lar chu rch , and denom inational levels to 
im plem ent effective m inistries in this area?

A ttest: Philip  J. A dam s, S tated  C lerk

See 14-43, 111, 2, p. 114.
O verture 9: From  T en nessee V alley  Presbytery
W hereas, the m ountainous topography o f eastern  T ennessee and w estern N orth C aro lina , toge ther with 
cultural affin ities com m on to m ountain  people m ake it logical and desirable for N ew port, T ennessee to be 
included in the Presbytery o f  the W estern  C arolina; and
W hereas, T ennessee V alley Presbytery has consen ted  and agreed  to the above, and as a  consequence the 
Presbytery o f  the W estern  C arolina  has organized  the F ellow ship  Presbyterian  C hurch  in N ew port, T ennessee; 
T herefore be it resolved  that the Presbytery  o f T ennessee V alley in stated m eeting  this 8th day o f  O ctober, 
1985, does hereby overture  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  to restructure  the bounds o f  T ennessee V alley 
Presbytery  and W estern  C arolina  to include C ocke C ounty . T ennessee in the bounds o f  W estern  C arolina  
P resbytery.

A dopted at the Fall S tated M eeting o f T ennessee V alley P resbytery , O ctober 8, 1985.

A ttest: R ichard R. H arris, S tated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, III, 17, p. 117.
O verture 10: From  O klahom a Presbytery
O n O ctober 11, 1985, in its 9th S tated M eeting , O klahom a Presbytery  unanim ously  agreed to petition  the 
1986 G eneral A ssem bly to change the boundary  o f  O klahom a Presbytery  to include all o f K ansas, and to 
change the nam e to M id-A m erica P resbytery.

A ttest: R obert E. H ays, S tated C lerk

Referred to the proposed subcommittee on boundaries, 14-43, III, 20, p. 117. 
O verture IS: From  W estern C arolina Presbytery
W hereas, the m ountainous topography o f  eastern  T ennessee and w estern N orth C aro lina , together with 
cultural affin ities com m on to m ountain people m ake it logical and desirable for N ew port, T ennessee, to be 
included in the Presbytery  o f the W estern  C arolina; and
W hereas, T ennessee V alley Presbytery  has consented  and agreed to the above, and as a consequence the 
Presbytery o f  the W estern C arolina has organized  the Fellow ship  Presbyterian  C hurch  in N ew port, T ennessee; 
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery  o f  the W estern  C arolina  in stated m eeting this 9th day o f 
N ovem ber, 1985, does hereby overture  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  to  restructure  the bounds o f 
T ennessee V alley Presbytery and W estern  C arolina  Presbytery  to include C ocke C ounty , T ennessee, in the 
bounds o f  W estern  C arolina  Presbytery.

A dopted N ovem ber 9 , 1985

A ttest: W . D onald M unson, J r .,  S tated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, III, 17, p. 117.
O verture 22: From  C entral C arolina P resb ytery
The 23rd S tated m eeting o f C entral C aro lina  Presbytery  respectfu lly  requests the 14th G eneral A ssem bly 
o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica to approve the transfer o f C ataw ba C ounty  N orth C aro lina  from  the 
ju risd ic tion  o f the W estern  C arolina  P resbytery , w ith the consent o f  both presbyteries.
C ataw ba C ounty  is hom e for a m ission w ork begun by C entral C arolina  P resbytery , the N ew  C ovenan t 
M ission o f  H ickory N C . It is the opinion o f  the M NA  C om m ittee  o f  this presbytery  that the New C ovenant 
C hurch  belongs to the A sheville-B lack  M ountain m arketing  area. A lso, its cu lture  is so d issim ilar to the 
C entral P iedm ont area o f our presbytery that its in terests w ould be better served in the W estern C arolina 
P resbytery.
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So, w ith the consent o f both presbyteries and the m ission chu rch , we m ake th is  request.

Attest: S tephen O . S tou t. S tated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, III, 18, p. 117.
O verture 30: From  C ovenant P resb ytery
W hereas, som e few  years ago the G eneral A ssem bly  de term ined  that a vital part o f  church  grow th  w as 
assisting  new congregations by provid ing interest free loans to purchase land and bu ild ings, and 
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  established  the five-in-five  cam paign  to  fund the program . A t th is  tim e, 
it appears only about tw enty percent o f the goal has been  reached. G eneral A ssem bly  statistics indicate that 
the p rogram , in a large m easure , has been neglected  from  its inception; the neglect, we be lieve, is due , in 
part, to the failure o f v igorously  prom oting  the p rogram  th roughout the chu rch , and 
W hereas, the neglect is indicated  in the fo llow ing excerpt from  a le tte r received  by N ew  L ife C hurch  from  
M r. Cecil A. B rooks. C oord ina to r o f  C hurch  B uilding Program s. The le tter, dated  A ugust 15, 1985, states: 
"T here  is no record o f w ho requests funding since only a handful actually  m ake w ritten  requests. W hen 
they hear there is a tw o-year w aiting list, o r longer, they do  not file. W e actually  have applications on file 
for $645 ,000  w ith about $100 ,000  approved but not yet funded. Y our loan is one o f  these . Last year 
$160 ,816  was received  in gifts. Increasingly m ore churches are falling past due in paym ents and w ell over 
six percent o f the fund is in a rrears ."
T herefore be it resolved , that the Session o f  N ew  L ife P resbyterian  C hurch  requests C ovenan t Presbytery 
to petition the G eneral A ssem bly  at its 1986 m eeting to consider the follow ing:
1. That as soon as possible a fter January  first o f  each year, the C oord ina to r o f  C hurch B uild ing  Program s 

subm it a copy o f h is annual report to the C hairm an o f the M N A  C om m ittee  o f  each  P resby tery , and 
he. in tu rn , m ake this report a part o f  h is co m m itte e 's  report to  his P resb y te ry 's  m eeting  as soon as 
possible a fter receiv ing  it from  the C oordinator, T he  report should include, bu t not be lim ited  to , the 
following:

a. N am es and addresses o f all churches that have received  church loans, w ith the status o f each  in 
their repaym ent com m itm ent.

b. N am es and addresses o f  all churches w ho have m ade form al applications for loans indicating  
the am ount requested.

c. N am es and addresses o f  all churches w ho have been  approved fo r loans indicating  the am ount, 
but not yet funded, during  the preceding  year.

d. N am es and addresses o f all churches having  been funded , including  the am ount, during  the 
p receding  year.

2. That each  M NA C om m ittee  o f each p resbytery  be designated  to prom ote the p rogram  w ithin its 
presbytery bounds.

3. That churches w ithin the denom ination  be encouraged  to consider he lp ing , financially , through the 
C oord inato r o f  C hurch  B uilding P rogram s, needy churches, not only  at large, but particu lar churches 
w ithin their ow n presbyteries.

4. That a continuous prom otional program  be in itiated by the C oord inato r. By using  m ail-out m ateria ls. 
T he PCA M essenger and o ther m eans w hereby all persons in the church  m ay becom e aw are o f  the 
needs o f  small churches, this prom otional program  could  be conducted  in an econom ical m anner.

5. That the G enera] A ssem bly  again  consider an asking  am ount to  be included in church  budgets beginning 
in 1987.

T his overture  is subm itted that G od m ight be glorified  through th is m inistry .

A dopted by the Session o f New Life C hurch , M unford , TN  and by C ovenant P resbytery  at its 46 th  Stated 
M eeting , M arch 4 , 1986 in S ardis, M S.

A ttest: Paul O . H onom ich l, S tated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended, 14-43, III, 24, p. 118.
O verture 33: From  W estern  C arolina P resbytery
W e overture  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica to (redraw ) change the boundaries 
o f W estern and C entral C aro lina  P resbyteries by exclud ing  C ataw ba C ounty  from  C entral C aro lina  Presbytery  
and p lacing it in the bounds o f W estern  C arolina  P resbytery.

A dopted at the m eeting o f W estern  C arolina  Presbytery  on M arch 15, 1986.

A ttest: W illiam  P. Laxton, S tated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, III, 18, p. 117.
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O verture 36: From  D elm arva Presbytery
W hereas, A cts 6:1-6  establishes the nature , duties and objects o f  the office  o f  deacon , [that is, a spiritual 
and perpetual office  (v. 3 ), w hich cares for physical needs (v. I ) , o f  the d iscip les (em phasis  added th roughout) 
(v. I)]; w hich estab lishm ent, as it is part o f  the law  o f  G od fo r the rule o f H is chu rch , ought not to be 
added to nor subtracted  from  (W C F  1.6), and;
W hereas, B C O  7-2 states that, "T he office o f  D eacon is not one o f rule, but ra ther o f service both to the 
physical and spiritual needs o f the  peop le , and;
W hereas, B C O  9 0 1 states th a t, "T he o ffice  o f D eacon . expresses also  the com m union  o f sa in ts . . . , ” and; 
W hereas, W C F  25 .2  states that the "v isib le  C h u rc h ...is  the k ingdom  o f the Lord Jesus C hrist, the house 
and fam ily o f G od. . .” , and;
W hereas, W C F  26.1 states that "all s a in ts ...b e in g  united to one ano ther in love ... are ob lig ed  to the 
perform ance o f such d u tie s ... as do  conduce to their m utual good, both in the inw ard and ou tw ard  m a n ,"  and; 
W hereas, W C F  26 .2  states that this duty o f  "relieving  each o ther in ou tw ard  th in g s ..."  is to be “extended 
(as G od offereth  o pportun ity ) unto a ll those w ho. in every  p lace, ca ll upon the nam e o f  the L o rd  J e s u s ." and; 
W hereas, W C F  26 .3  states that this m inistry  cannot "take aw ay, o r infringe the title  o r p ropriety  w hich 
each  m an hath in his ow n goods and possess io n s ,"  and;
W hereas, W C F  25 .3  states that "the m inistry, oracles a nd  ord inances  o f  G od" are given to the visible 
church "fo r the gathering  and perfecting  o f  the sain ts, in this life, to the end o f  the w orld and; 
W hereas, this m inistry  is fitted to the estate in w hich the objects o f th is m inistry  find them selves, such 
that the rule and discip line o f the church extends only  to those w ho have united w ith the chu rch , and not 
those outside (I C or. 5 :12). and;
W hereas, by parity  o f  reasoning , the d iaconate , (a spiritual m inistry  to the physical needs o f the sain ts, 
sensibly expressing  the com m union o f sain ts), is obviously  not fitted  to those outside the d iscip line  o f  the 
visible church , and;
W hereas, w hen B C O  9-2 states that the duty  o f  the d iaconate is to “m in ister to . ..  any w ho m ay be in 
d istress" the scope o f  th is  term  is c learly  lim ited by the reasoning above, particu larly  w ith reference to B C O  
7-2 and 9 -1 , as referring  any o f  the  people, any o f  the sain ts, and;
W hereas, this understanding  o f the scope o f  the office  o f  deacon has a long and respected  history  w ithin 
ou r R eform ed and P resbyterian trad ition , and;
W hereas, this understanding  o f  the scope o f the office  o f  deacon w as specifically  affirm ed by the spiritual 
forefathers o f  the PCA  in the O ld  School G eneral A ssem bly o f 1833:

In answ er to the first inquiry , “w hat are the nature and duties o f  the office  o f  deacon?” we reply - 
T he answ er we conceive to be explic itly  given in ou r form  o f  G overnm ent, chap . 6 . Their d u ties there  
are p la in ly  m ade to consist in d istribu ting  the charities o f  the church to w hich they belong, to the 
p o o r  o f  the church. O ver charities, co llected  f o r  any o ther p urpose  than those specified , their  o ffice  
gives them  no con tro l . . . ” (M G A , 1833, p. 404-405),

and;
W hereas, although "all synods o r co u n cils ...m ay  e r r . . . ,"  the PCA  has never undertaken a com prehensive 
study o f  this subject w hich would ju stify  a departure  from  the received  w isdom  o f ou r fo refathers , and; 
W hereas, the paper "B iblical G uidelines for M ercy M inistry  in the PC A " prepared  by Dr. T im  K eller for 
the M N A  com m ittee and for the general guidance o f  m em bers, congregations, and p resby teries w ith in  the 
PC A , has been proposed for approval by the G eneral A ssem bly  (M G A , 1985, p. 255), and;
W hereas, the 13th G eneral A ssem bly referred  th is  paper to the M NA  C om m ittee  for rev iew , to be reported  
to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly (M G A , 1985, p 1 13), and;
W hereas, this paper, in the form presented  to the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly , argues that the scope o f 
the m inistry  o f  the diaabnal o ffice  (as com pared  to general C hristian  benevolence) essen tia lly  includes 
m eeting the physical needs o f  the poor o f  the w orld (see especially  Sections V ., V II.C ., & V III), and; 
W h ereas, in so doing  the above cited paper adds duties to the d ischarge o f the office  o f deacon , w hich 
duties are now here found in the C onstitu tion  o f  our C hurch  and w hich du ties  are by im plication  contrary  
to the C onstitu tion  o f  our church , and;
W hereas, the adoption  o f  the paper in the form  presented  to the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  w ould thus function  
so as to am end the C onstitu tion  o f our C hurch in a m ost unconstitu tional m anner, resu lting  in m anifest 
inconsistencies and confusions in the C onstitu tion  o f  the C hurch;
T h erefore , the D elm arva Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  o f the P resbyterian 
C hurch  in A m erica , that “G uidelines fo r M ercy M inistry  in the PC A ” by D r. T im  K eller, as rev iew ed and 
reported by the M NA  C om m ittee  pursuant to the instructions o f  the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly , be referred  
to the Perm anent C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness for its consideration  as to the p a p er 's  conform ity  to the 
constitu tion  o f  the PCA (Rules o f  A ssem bly  O pera tion , 7-6 , 7-7); and that fu rther consideration  o f the 
substance o f this m atter be postponed until such tim e as the A ssem bly is w illing to undertake a full and
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detailed B iblical and H istorical study o f the nature and duties o f the office o f deacon.

A dopted at the 15th S tated M eeting  o f D elm arva P resby tery , February  8, 1986.

A ttest: T hom as G . W ebb , S tated C lerk

APPENDIX

1643 —  D ebates o f  the W estm inster D ivines concerning  w hether o r not the office  o f D eacon is perpetual:
1. T hose opposed to the perpetu ity  o f the office  argued on the grounds that their B iblical duty 
w as occasiona l, i .e . ,  that there m ight not be poor in a particu lar congregation: "[M r. Palm er 
speaking] 3. That there are m any congregations, w here is no necessity  o f  it; fo r they w ant po o r."

T his argum ent w as answ ered  by noting  that though a particu lar congregation  m ay not have poor, 
o ther congregations w ould , and thus the need for office: [M r. W ilson  speaking  “T hat though there 
be not poor at hom e, yet m ust they flow  out to  o ther churches. (Journal o f  the A ssem bly  o f  D ivines,
p. 86).

2. T hose opposed to the perpetu ity  o f  office  argued that the care  o f the poor w as a law  o f  nature , 
and thus w ould  not be regulated  by positive institu tion  (office).

T hose in favor o f perpetu ity  argued that the law  o f  nature w as d irected  to m ankind in general, 
w hereas the office  o f deacon  w as fo r those w ho belong to C hrist: [M r. G oodw in speaking] “ 2. 
The poor in a church require m ore provision  than  the law  o f nature dic ta tes; for, 1. N ature provides 
for them  as m en, but they are also  to be considered  as m em bers o f  C h ris t.” (Journal o f the A ssem bly  
o f  D ivines, p. 87).

3. A further a rgum ent against the perpetu ity  o f the office  w as that it w as the du ty  o f  the civil 
m agistrate to take care for the poor generally , and thus there is no  need fo r a perpetual o ffice  in 
the church.

This argum ent w as answ ered  by arguing  that it w as m ore consistent w ith  the nature o f C h ris t 's  
church and the fe llow sh ip  o f believers that the ir be officers particu larly  assigned fo r the care  o f  
the poor o f  the church: |M r. Palm er speaking (?)] “4 . It is m ore consonan t to  Scrip ture  and C h ris t’s 
institu tion , that the case  o f  h is poor m em bers should be com m itted  ra ther to o fficers o f their ow n 
than o thers , yea though the m agistrate be C h ris tian .” (Journal o f  the A ssem bly  o f  D ivines, p . 88)

Thus on both sides o f the question , there w as essen tia l agreem ent tha t the o ffice  o f  deacon was 
to he d irec ted  to the p o o r  o f  the church.

1 6 4 4 —  Sam uel R utherfo rd , Scottish com m issioner to the W estm inster A ssem bly , D ue R ig h t o f  P resbyteries.

D eacons have charge o f “a treasure o f the peoples E vangelike free-w ill offering  fo r the necessity  
o f  the sa in ts ."  (p. 162)

1645 —  T he Form  o f P resbyterial C hurch -G o v em m en t...
“ Pasto rs ."  “The pastor is a n ...o ff ic e r  in the c h u rc h ...F irs t , it belongs to his o ffice , . . .T o  take care 
o f  the po o r."  T he scrip ture proofs o ffered  for this proposition  specify w ho the poor in question  
are: “the b rethren  (A cts 11:29)"; “needy am ong them  (A cts 4 :34)"; “ the d iscip les” (A cts 6:1); “ the 
sain ts" (I C or. 16:1); “the b reth ren” (G al. 2 :10 , cf. A cts 11:29).

In the d iscussions concerning this particu lar du ty , the D ivines recognized  its c lose re la tion  to the 
office  o f the deacon , and thus the scope o f  the duty  likew ise applies: [M r. G oodw in  speaking] “ 1 
If there be no  deacon , the pasto r hath the pow er o f  the deacon. 2. If  the deacon  neglect, he may 
reprove. 3. He m ay do  it h im self; yet m ay the deacon  d istribute  the alm s w ithout the pasto r, for 
that he is the office  o f C hrist, and not o f  the P asto r.” (Journal o f  the D iv ines, p. 47).

"D eaco n s."  "T he scripture doth hold out deacons as distinct o fficers in the church  . ..  to  take special 
care in d istributing  to the necessities o f the po o r."  T he p ro o f g iven  for this duty is A cts 6 :1-4 , 
which text specifies the poor o f  the body o f  d iscip les, not the poor o f  Jerusalem  generally .

"O f the O rdinances in a particu lar cong regation ."  “T he ordinances in a single congregation  are, 
... co llection m ade for the poor . . . ” See below .

“O f Particu lar C o ngregations."  “ It is law ful and exped ien t that there be fixed congregations ... 
for the better adm inistra tion  o f  such ord inances as belong unto  them  ...  because they w ho dw ell 
together, being bound to  all kind o f m oral duties one to ano ther, have the be tte r o pportunity  thereby
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to d ischarge them . . ."  A p roo f offered  for this last clause is D eut. 15:7, 11, w herein the Israelites 
are com m anded to care for their poor b rethren . T h is provides additional ev idence that the D ivines 
understood the official adm inistration  o f  the ord inance w ith respect to the poor by pastors and 
deacons to be d irected  to the poor o f  the congregation .

"O f the O fficers o f  a particu lar C o ngregation .” “ For officers in a single congregation  . ..  it is 
requisite  that there be o thers to take care for the re lie f o f  the po o r."  T he p ro o f text cited  here is 
A cts 6 :2 -3 , w hich tex t, as noted above, specifies that the business over w hich the deacons are to 
be appointed is the business o f caring  for the poor am ong the d iscip les.

1656 —  Jam es F ergusson, Scottish P resbyterian , com m enting  on Phil. 1:1 in his E xposition  o f  the Epistle  
o f  P au l to the P hilippians

As the L o rd  C hrist hath appointed som e o ffice-bearers  in his house for the oversigh t o f  the souls 
o f his peop le  . ..  so  he hath appoin ted  o thers to  take inspection o f  their bod ily  n ecessities ...w h o  
are here called "deacons."  (p. 284).

1689 —  John O w en , English  Independent, in T he True N ature  o f  a G ospel C hurch

This office o f  deacons is an office o f  serv ice , w hich g ives not any authority  o r pow er in the rule 
o f  the church; but being  an o ffice , it g ives authority  w ith respect unto  the special w ork o f it, under 
a general notion o f  au thority ; that is, a right to  attend unto it in a pecu liar m anner, and to perform  
the th ings that belong thereunto . But this right is confined  un to  the particu lar church w hereunto  
they do  belong. O f the m em bers o f  that church  are they to m ake their co llections, and un to  the 
m em bers o f  that church are they to adm inister. Extraordinary  co llections from  o r for o ther churches 
are to be m ade and d isposed  by the e lders, A cts x i.30 . (W orks, vol. 16, p. 147).

1887 —  D. D ouglas B annerm an, Scottish P resbyterian , com m enting  on A cts 6 in his The Scrip tu re  D octrine  
o f  the C hurch ...

The general scope o f  the office  thus created  is pretty  clearly  defined  by the w ords em ployed in 
this passage . . . it seem s plain that the functions now  assigned to the seven re la ted  to the care  o f 
the poor and needy w ithin the C hurch  . . . T o  serve tab les in the aposto lic  C hurch  m eant to concern  
onese lf about the daily  tem poral w ants o f  the household  o f fa ith , the brotherhood  o f the discip les 
o f  Jesus, (p. 416).

1892 —  T .E . Peck, Southern Presbyterian , in his N otes  on E cclesio logy.

“ ...th is  com m union (o f saints] is m ost im pressively exhibited  in tw o  ord inances, both  o f w hich 
are em phatically  denom inated  by the w ord com m union , to wit: the L o rd 's  supper and contributions 
... This view  o f contributions ... T his view  o f  con tribu tions accounts fo r the im portance ascribed 
to them  in both T estam ents. T hey are the tokens . ..  o f the reality  o f  the com m union  o f  the saints 
. ..  [I]n re lieving each  o ther in outw ard  th ings according  to their several ab ilities and necessities 
... the com m union o f saints was first and m ost conspicuously  exh ib ited  in the prim itive  church; 
and it w as in connection  w ith this form  that the deacons first appeared  ... T he prim e aspect, then , 
o f  the office o f deacon is that o f a representa tive  o f  the com m union o f  sain ts. T he w ord m ay be 
and is preached w here there are no sain ts, and therefore  no com m union: it is conceivab le  a lso  that 
ruling e lders m ay exercise  their au thority  in a dead church; but deacons have no th ing  to do , except 
in a church  w hich has life enough to show  itse lf in a m inistry  to the sa in ts ."  (pp. 206-208).

See 14-43, III, 2, p. 114.

O verture 38: From  K orean E astern Presbytery
W hereas the G eneral A ssem bly has seen fit to au thorize the organization  o f  the K orean  E astern P resbytery , 
and
W hereas the num ber o f K orean churches in K orean p resbyteries has increased  from  9 to 39 during  the last 
five years, and
W hereas our m em bers have found that the d istances to be traveled  to a ttend presby tery  creates great 
difficu lties resulting  in too  few m eetings and difficu lty  o f oversight o f  the chu rches, and 
W hereas the d istances have m ade it very d ifficu lt for ruling elders to a ttend presbytery;
T h erefore , the K orean Eastern Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  to div ide the 
K orean E astern Presbytery  establish ing  three presbyteries:

1. K orean E astern Presbytery
Pennsylvania  R hode Island
N ew  Jersey N ew  H am pshire
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M etropolitan W ilm ing ton , DE M assachusetts
N ew  York V erm ont
C onnecticu t M aine
A K orean C entral Presbytery
Ohio K ansas
M ichigan N orth D akota
Indiana N ebraska
Illinois Iow a
M issouri W isconsin
A rkansas M innesota

South D akota
A Korean South Presbytery
M aryland N orth C arolina
W ashington D .C . South C arolina
W est V irginia M ississippi
V irginia A labam a
D elaw are (except W ilm ington) G eorgia
T ennessee Florida

F u rtherm ore, the K orean Eastern Presbytery  reports that provisional presbyteries have been  o rgan ized  as 
follows:

Korean Eastern  P resbytery
M oderator TE Inho H. Koh
Stated C lerk TE H yun Jo H w ang
Recording C lerk TE S am S an g -Il Park
T  reasurer RE U k S o o n  Kim
M T W /M cm bersh ip  Chm TE S am S ang-U  Park
M NA C hairm an TE C hi Soon Park
C E/P  C hairm an T E Y oo-K w ang Akn

Korean C entral Presbytery
M oderator T E C hong W an Lee
Stated C lerk TE C h an g Jae  Kim
R ecording C lerk TE C hang Jae Kim
T reasurer RE Sung-M an Kim
M em bership TE C hul C hoo  Y un

Korean South  P resbytery
M oderator T E Dae Hoon Im
Stated C lerk T E T aek Y ong Kim
R ecording C lerk T E B yung Hi Park
T reasurer T E Duk S o o Y u n
M NA C hairm an TE Jong Soo Rim
C E /P  C hairm an T E W on Sang Lee
M em bership  C hairm an TE Sam  Suh

Voted on the 13th o f February . 1986 during  the stated m eeting o f our presbytery .

Attest: I. H enry K oh, S tated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative as amended, 14-43, 111, 21, p. 117.
O verture 39: From  Philadelph ia  Presbytery
W hereas, G od in H is grace and goodness has chosen  to  bless the Ph iladelph ia  Presbytery  o f  the PC A  so 
that it has grow n nicely to be o f good size both in m em bersh ip  o f local congregations and also  in num ber 
o f  churches, and
W hereas, there is som e difference betw een the needs and orienta tion  o f  churches m inistering  in the city 
o f  Philadelphia and its suburbs and those m in istering  in a m ore rural con tex t, and
W hereas, W e have good hope that d iv id ing  will give us increased v ision to reach ou r areas w ith the G ospel 
o f  Jesus C hrist.
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the Philadelphia Presbytery  o f  the PCA  m eeting  on M arch 14, 1986, in 
Philadelphia respectfu lly  overtures the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  o f the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
to divide our presbytery into tw o. This d iv ision  w ould take place on  January  1, 1987.

The new w estern  presbytery w ould be know n as the Susquehanna V alley P resbytery . Its territory  would 
include the follow ing counties o f Pennsylvania: C en tre . U nion, N orthum berland , M ontour, C olum bia,
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Schuylk ill, B erks. L ebanon. D auphin, S nyder, Jun iata . Perry, C um berland, M ifflin , H untindon . Fulton, 
F ranklin , A dam s, Y ork, L ancaster, and all that part o f  C heste r C ounty  w est o f  a line going  south on Route. 
41 , R oute. 796 , and R oute 896.

The new eastern  presbytery w ould be know n as the Philadelphia P resbytery . It territory  w ould include 
the follow ing counties o f  Pennsylvania: P h iladelphia , B ucks, N ortham pton , L eh igh , M ontgom ery , D elaw are, 
and all that part o f  C hester C ounty east o f a line going south on R oute 4 1 , R oute 796 , and Route 896.

It is agreed by both P resbyteries that if the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  decides to jo in  and be received 
by the PC A , and if  the O PC  Philadelphia Presbytery  so desires, the territories o f  both  P resbyteries will be 
expanded to include all o f  eastern  Pennsylvania. T his would add Potter, T ioga, B radford , Su llivan , L ycom ing, 
C lin ton , and C am eron counties to the Susquehanna V alley P resbytery . C arbon , M onroe, P ike, W ayne, 
S usquehanna, W yom ing, Lackaw anna, and Luzerne counties w ould be added to the Philadelphia  P resbytery.

A dopted at the M arch 14-15. 1986 m eeting o f the Philadelphia P resbytery.

A ttest: Iain C rich ton , S tated C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, III, 19, p. 117.
O verture 44: From  W estern  C arolina Presbytery
W e request (overture) the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica to redraw  the boundaries 
o f  C entral and W estern C arolina  Presbytery so as to include C ataw ba C ounty  in W estern C aro lina  P resbytery .

A pproved M arch 15, 1986.

Attest: Bill L ax ton , S tated  C lerk

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, 111, 18, p. 117.
O verture 45: From  C entral G eorgia
W hereas PCA  churches and presbyteries som etim es find opportunity  given  o f  the Lord to p lant new  churches 
in neighboring  tow ns that lie outside the form al bounds o f  their presby tery , and
W hereas form al presbytery boundaries do not alw ays allow  o r prom ote fe llow sh ip  am ong those o f  like 
cultural/geographical heritage, and
W hereas C entral G eorgia and N orth G eorgia have found the allow ance o f cross over p resbytery  m em bership  
by w orks established in border counties to be both healthy fo r the presbytery' and encourag ing  to those in 
certain new w orks, and
W hereas the  13th G eneral A ssem bly did approve the cross over m em bership  o f a border county church o f 
N orth G eorg ia  into C entral G eorg ia  Presbytery w ith no subsequent d ifficu lties being  m anifest, and 
W hereas presbyteries will som etim es have population  centers that cross p resbytery  boundaries.
Be it th erefore resolved  that the 14th G eneral A ssem bly o f  the PCA  adopt the follow ing guidelines:

1. That any church /m ission /fellow sh ip  in a county form ing a presbytery  boundary  has the p riv ilege,
by m ajority  vote at a duly called  m eeting , o f  electing  to seek m em bership  in the presbytery 
im m ediately adjacent.

2. That both presbyteries be notified o f the prospect o f any change in m em bersh ip  and the date o f 
m eeting to consider that m em bership.

3. That both presbyteries be invited to send a representative  to observe such a m eeting.
4. That at such m eeting the p resbytery  representative  o f  each  presbytery  would have the privilege

o f  addressing  the m eeting p rior to the vote being taken.
5. That any change in m em bership  be reported  as inform ation to the next stated G eneral A ssem bly.

A dopted at the stated m eeting o f  C entral G eorgia Presbytery  on A pril 8 , 1986 at St. M arys, GA .

Attest: D onald D. C om er, Stated C lerk

Referred to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries, 14-43, HI, 22, 
p. 117.

O verture 50: From  Pacific N orthw est Presbytery
W hereas Presbyteries are currently  m andated for church p lanting w ithin their ow n bounds; and 
W hereas M ission to N orth A m erica is currently  m andated  to plant churches in areas ou t-o f-bounds: and 
W hereas th is  procedure does not take into account the unique nature o f the developm ent o f  church  planting 
in the W estern  United S tates and C anada; and
W hereas W estern  th inking  is regional in nature and not bounded by Presbytery lines;
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T herefore, we m ove to overture  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  to change 
the charter o f  M ission to N orth A m erica to include the follow ing:

A reas out o f bounds in the U nited States and C anada shall be d iv ided  into regions and re la ted  to  the 
appropriate Presbytery  o r P resbyteries for the purpose o f  regional developm ent. W ith in  these regions 
M ission to N orth A m erica w ill initiate a developm ent plan in cooperation  w ith the appropria te  P resbytery  
o r Presbyteries.

Passed by the Presbytery o f the Pacific N orthw est, m eeting at G reen Lake P resbyterian  C hurch  in Seattle , 
W ashington, on 25-26 A pril 1986.

Attest: R ichard A . H erbert, S tated  C lerk

Referred to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries, 14-43, III, 23, 
p. 118.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  

O verture 3: From  N ortheast Presbytery
W hereas, the Lord calls H is C hurch  to m inister to the hungry (M t. 25); and
W hereas, we feel the need for guidance for this m inistry  in a day w hen the w orld hunger p roblem  is 
painfully  conspicuous;
T h erefore, the N ortheast Presbytery overtures the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica (PC A ) to instruct the M ission to the W orld  (M T W ) and M ission  to  N orth A m erica  (M N A ) 
C om m ittees, and/or C ovenant Sem inary and C ovenant C ollege, and /o r a com m ittee  convened  fo r this purpose 
a lone, to produce a study paper with practical guidelines for the instruction  o f  PC A  churches in m inistry  
to the hungry.

W e request that the study w ould address the follow ing questions:
1. W hat does the Lord require o f  H is people and o f H is church  in m inistering  to the hungry?
2. W hat do O ld  and New T estam ent p ractices suggest about w hat can  be done at the indiv idual, 

group , and societal levels? T o  w hat degree are these practices applicable  today and in w hat 
possible re-encultrations?

3. W hat practices, w hether o f o ther churches o r secu lar agencies, have been effective  in the re lie f 
o f  the hungry?

4. How  can the PCA organize at the indiv idual, particu lar chu rch , and denom inational levels to 
im plem ent effective m inistries in this area?

Attest: Philip  J. A dam s, S tated C lerk

Handled under the report o f the Committee o f Commissioners on Mission to North 
America, 14-43, III, 2, p. 114.

O verture 18: From  W estm inster P resbytery
W hereas, in the past M ission to the W orld has p resented  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ith cooperative  agreem ents 
that have raised questions regarding  questions regarding  the doctrinal positions held  by the seconding 
agencies involved; and
W hereas, som e o f  these cooperative  agreem ents have already been accep ted  by M T W , and m issionaries 
placed on  the field , by the tim e that G eneral A ssem bly  is held; and 
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  has yet taken such necessary steps;
T herefore be it resolved  that the G eneral A ssem bly  adopt the fo llow ing policy in regard  to cooperative  
agreem ents betw een M TW  and seconding agencies:
( 1) That beginning w ith the adoption  o f  this resolu tion  the doctrinal statem ents o f  all seconding agencies 
with w hom  M TW  shall seek to form  a cooperative  agreem ent shall be subm itted  to the G eneral A ssem bly ’s 
Theological E xam ining  C om m ittee  for their determ ination  o f  the consistency o f  those doctrinal statem ents 
w ithout confessional standards.
(2) That the T heological Exam ining  C om m ittee  report its findings and recom m endations to the M ission to 
the W orld C om m ittee , and that these sam e findings be included w ith M T W 's  recom m endations to the 
G eneral A ssem bly w ith regard to action on receiv ing  o r rejecting  such cooperative  agreem ents.
(3) That m issionaries seconded to o ther agencies not be sent to the field  until such  tim e as their cooperative 
agreem ents be approved by the G eneral A ssem bly.
(4) That such cooperative  agreem ents as have already been m ade rem ain  in effect until such tim e as they 
com e up for renew al, at w hich tim e they shall be subject to the sam e procedure o f  subm ission  to the
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T heological Exam ining  C om m ittee and action by the G eneral A ssem bly  for their renew al to occur.

A dopted at the W inter S tated M eeting o f W estm inster P resbytery , January  18, 1986.

A ttest: Larry E. B all, S tated C lerk

See 14-62, HI, 16, p. 144.

O verture 34: From  D elm arva P resbytery
W hereas a le tter addressed to the Rev. V aughn H athaw ay , stated c lerk  o f the G race Presbytery  and signed 
by M r. Tom  Eckblad. personnel coord ina to r o f the South A m erica M ission , states that: "A ll o f  ou r church 
associations practice baptism  by im m ersion in an ou tdoor body o f  w ater such as a lake o r river. T he churches 
practice a dedication  o f  ch ildren  w ithout a b ap tism .” and:
W hereas, a le tter received  by the R ev. Henry L. Sm ith , stated clerk o f Southeast A labam a P resbytery, 
signed by M r. Dave Z ehr, personnel d irec to r o f  the G rea ter Europe M ission , states: “The church  that is 
established  by the m issionaries o f  the G rea ter Europe M ission will practice b e liev ers ' baptism  only. In our 
church p lanting  practices are w here we have been m ore specific and are quite b ap tis tic ."  and;
W hereas, a letter received by the Rev. W illiam  R ose and signed by D avid G . H ornbcrger, D irector o f 
U .S . M inistries o f  the A frica Inland M ission In ternationals , states: “The A frican  leadership , at present, 
p ractices b e liev er 's  baptism  using im m ersion as their m ode for the baptism . They also p ractice a dedication  
service for infants ra ther than baptism . If m issionaries requested to assist they are expected  to com ply  with 
the policy o f  the C hurch ."  and;
W hereas, those m issionaries seconded to both the SA M , G EM  and AIM  agencies, even in a support ro le, 
are m aking som e contribution  to the establishm ent o f Baptist churches on their respective  fields, and; 
W hereas, the resources o f the PCA can be used to establish  e ither Presbyterian churches o r  B aptist churches, 
and;
W hereas, the PCA is dedicated  to the establishm ent o f Presbyterian churches both at hom e and abroad , and; 
W hereas, the resources o f  the PCA are not sufficient for ou r ow n m ission com m ittees, M TW  and M N A , 
to take full advantage o f  the opportunities and challenges that present them selves at hom e and abroad to 
establish Presbyterian churches and presbyteries;
T herefore, be it resolved  by the G eneral A ssem bly that M ission to the W orld be instructed as follows:
1. That no further personnel are to be sent under w ritten agreem ents w ith SA M , G E M , o r AIM ;
2. That this policy apply to o ther m ission agencies w hose policy is d iscovered  to be the establishm ent

o f B aptist churches;
3. That before additional agreem ents are entered in to , the G eneral A ssem bly  be assured  by M T W , after

very careful exam ination , that a m ission agency is not establish ing  Baptist churches but R eform ed
and Presbyterian churches.

A dopted at the S tated M eeting o f  D elm arva Presbytery , N ovem ber 12. 1985.

A ttest: Thom as G . W ebb . S tated C lerk

Sent back toDelmarxaforfurther study and documentation, 14-62, 111, 14, p. 143. 

O verture 53: From  A scension  P resbytery
W hereas m any o f  the P C A 's  m ission field units a lready have their ow n constitu tions; and
W hereas these constitu tions by w hich the m issions operate  are form ulated  by the m em bers o f  the particu lar
field units since they are the ones m ost know ledgeable  o f the situations in w hich they serve; and
W hereas final approval o f the constitu tions m ust be m ade by the M TW  com m ittee; and
W hereas the G eneral A ssem bly has given the M TW  com m ittee approval to change the m ission  handbook
portion  o f the M issions M anual an d  H andbook  w ithout G eneral A ssem bly  approval; and
W hereas handbook changes can and do  occur w hich conflic t w ith already approved constitu tions; and
W hereas such action , in effect, g ives the M TW  com m ittee  the authority  to v irtually  rew rite the m issions'
constitu tions fo r them  w ithout their know ledge, input, o r assent; and
W hereas such action is in v io lation o f Presbyterian  princip les o f  polity  and curren t M TW  policy  (H andbook  
6 .02 .1  11 ] C ) w hich allow s for self-determ ination  am ong the fields inasm uch as they m ay write and operate 
under the authority  o f their ow n field constitu tions;
Be it th erefore resolved  that any m ission that finds its approved constitu tion  in conflic t w ith handbook 
changes be exem pt from  such changes unless they are approved by the G eneral A ssem bly.

A dopted by the Presbytery o f the A scension  this third day o f M ay, 1986, in session at the P rovidence
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Presbyterian C hurch , M cK ees R ocks, PA

A ttest: F rank D. M oser, S tated C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-62, III, 13, p. 143.
O verture 54: From  Philadelph ia  Presbytery
W hereas, it has recently  com e to our atten tion  that it is the policy o f T he G rea ter Europe M ission to 
establish  only Baptist C hurches regardless o f  w ho the m issionaries are w ho w ork tow ard  the establishm ent 
o f such churches, and
W hereas, M ission to the W orld assigns m issionaries to work under and for The G rea ter Europe M ission , and 
W hereas, we firm ly believe our PCA m issionaries should be w orking  to p resen t R eform ed doctrine  and 
the establishm ent o f Presbyterian  churches,
W e th erefore overture the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly to direct the M ission to  the W orld  to m ove as 
rapidly as possible tow ard a policy o f  no longer assigning  m issionaries to w ork under cooperative  contracts 
except under very unusual circum stances that specialize in special sk ills such as transla tion  w ork.

A dopted at the M ay 9-10  stated m eeting o f the Philadelphia  P resbytery.

A ttest: Iain C rich ton , Stated  C lerk

Answered in the negative, 14-62, III, 15, p. 144.

C. BUSINESS CARRIED OVER FROM PREVIOUS GENERAL ASSEMBLIES

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  OK C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  B IL L S A N D  O V E R T U R E S  

13-3, p . 41

O verture 38: From  the P resb ytery o f  N orth T exas
W hereas, the Rules o f D iscip line as con tained  in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, have w ithin them  several 
item s that create significant difficu lty  in their consistent and scrip tural application  to specific cases o f 
d iscipline;
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the Presbytery  o f  N orth T exas respectfu lly  overture  the 13th G eneral 
A ssem bly , m eeting the th ird  w eek o f June in St. Louis, M issouri, to erect a study com m ittee  to:

1. A nnotate the R ules o f  D iscipline to show their re la tionship  to  scripture;
2. Further annotate the R ules o f D iscipline to show  their re la tionship  to  the W estm inster Standards;
3. C larify  term ino logy  that is am biguous and w ithout form al defin ition  (i.e . 29-4  “ few ", “no to rious” ; 

34-8 “considerab le  tim e"); and to
4. C om plete  a d irecto ry  o f precedents from  decided  cases o f  d iscip line  w ithin the Presbyterian  

C hurch  in A m erica , its heritage, and /o r s ister reform ed denom ination .
A dopted at the Spring S tated M eeting o f  the N orth T exas P resbytery , A pril 27 . 1985.

Answered in the negative, 14-85, III, 7, p. 188. 
TO  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N

11-36, III, 54 , p. 101

That the E leventh  G eneral A ssem bly  direct the C O A  to estab lish  gu idelines for a w orking re la tionship  
and due process betw een C ovenant C ollege and C ovenan t T heological Sem inary  and the courts o f  the 
PC A . The study should be done in consultation  w ith the boards o f  C ovenant C ollege and C ovenan t 
T heological Sem inary.

See 14-74, III, 34, p. 172.
13-73, III, 17, p . 137

That the G eneral A ssem bly  continue its assignm ent to C O A  o f  R ecom m endation  54 from  Judicial 
B usiness carried  over from  the llth G eneral A ssem bly (regard ing  the re la tionsh ip  betw een C ovenant 
C ollege and C ovenant Sem inary  and the courts o f  the PCA ).
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“54. That the E leventh  G eneral A ssem bly  direct the C O A  to estab lish  guidelines fo r a w orking 
re la tionship  and due process betw een C ovenan t C ollege and C ovenan t T heological Sem inary  and 
the courts o f  the PC A . The study should be done in consultation  w ith the B oards o f  C ovenant 
C ollege and C ovenant T heological S em inary ."  { M I I G A ,  11 -36. I l l ,  54 , p. 101)

See 14-74, III, 34, p. 172.
11-30, III , 18, p . 81

In response to R esolu tion  # 4  carried  over from  the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly , the follow ing tw o 
recom m endations are m ade:

A . That the G eneral A ssem bly  direct the C O A  to develop  a d istinctive  em blem  fo r seals, 
banners, and logo in accord  w ith the fo llow ing principles:
1. C ontinue the d irection set by the First G eneral A ssem bly  to  have a uniform  and 

d istinctive  designation  for the d enom ination , its com m ittees, agencies, and churches.
2. E xpress the unity  o f the denom ination  in public re la tions, co rrespondence , road signs, 

etc.
3. R espect the confessional position that no representation  o f deity  shall be m ade.
4 . Perm it the concurren t use o f a specific logo for the perm anent com m ittees and agencies.

Tabled, 14-74, 111, 13, p. 171.
13-73, III, 19, p . 137

That the proposed PCA  logo be sent to the presbyteries for their suggestions and adv ice, w hich should 
then be sent to the C O A  for presentation  at the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly.

Tabled, 14-74, III, 13, p. 171.
13-73, III , 35 , p. 139

That the “R ules for A ssem bly  O perations" be am ended by the replacing  o f  C hap ter X as follows: 
10-1 Each congregation  o f  the denom ination  shall be requested  each year to m ake a specific subscrip 
tion donation  to assist in defraying  the expenses o f the G eneral A ssem bly . Such donation  shall cover 
the registra tion  fee for one representative. All o ther com m issioners shall m ake a sim ilar donation  or 
pay an equal reg istra tion  fee. A copy o f the M inutes  and the H andbook  w ill be sent to  the donors and 
those paying the registra tion  fee w ithout additional charges. C hurches are expected  to m ake this annual 
donation , w hether o r not they send a com m issioner to the A ssem bly . T he  G eneral A ssem bly  shall set 
the subscrip tion  donation  o r registra tion  fee fo r the next G eneral A ssem bly.
10-2 The expenses o f  the Perm anent C om m ittees and B oards in attendance at the A ssem bly  shall
be borne by respective C om m ittees and Boards.
10-3 T he expenses o f  the R ecording C lerks o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be borne by the A ssem bly .
10-4 All o ther expenses o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  in excess o f  the incom e by and for the G eneral
A ssem bly  shall be d iv ided equally  am ong the Perm anent C om m ittees and A gencies.

See 14-74, 111, 39, A, p. 172.
13-73, III , 39 , p . 140

That the A ssem bly  extend the w ork o f the A d H oc Salary S tudy C om m ittee  o f  C O A  to the 14th 
G eneral A ssem bly  in order to provide additional guidelines for salaries at all levels for the C om m ittee 
staffs along w ith initial personnel policy m anual to be presented  to the 1986 G eneral A ssem bly.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly due to lack o f time, 14-74, III, 
39, B, p. 172.

13-49, III , 17, p. 115

That recom m endation  18 (See A ppendix J, p. 225) be d iv ided  into parts a and b.
a. T hat the A ssem bly  thank G od for the con tinuation  and  developm ent o f  the F ive M illion  Fund 

and that our people and churches be urged to participate so that m any congregations w ithout 
build ings o f  their ow n m ay be properly housed .
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b. ( I ) That the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica  be authorized  to estab lish  and the B oard 
o f  D irectors o f  the PCA  be authorized  to form  and im plem ent a separate R B F (R evolv ing  B uilding 
Fund) operating  as a trust. Said trust shall receive m onies and  m ake loans for the prim ary  purpose 
o f  church build ing  construction .

U ntil fu rther au thorization  by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the PCA the trust fund shall solicit 
such m onies only from  m em bers, m em ber chu rches, p resby teries, agencies, o r com m ittees o f  
the PCA.

At the tim e o f " jo in ing  and receiv ing" R PC ES had in e x is ten ce  several 501 (C) (3) corporation  
(tax-exem pt corporations recognized  by the IR S .) T hese corporations w ere p reserved and rem ain 
under the ju risd ic tion  o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion .
(2) That one o f these corporations be considered  as the vehicle for this trust, if  possible.

This trust shall be a c ivil legal en tity  separate  from  the ex isting  PCA  C orporation  (a civil
D elaw are C orp .).

T his trust m ay pledge the assets o f  the trust fund but shall have no  authority  to p ledge or 
encum ber any o f the assets o f the PC A , it com m ittees, o r agencies.
(3) This “ trust fund" shall be authorized  to m ake loans to churches and /o r presbyteries o f the 
PC A , for the construction  o r rem odeling  o f  build ings and equ ipm ent o r the purchase o f  land.

The trust fund shall be authorized  to secure such loans by m ortgages from  the borrow ers.
This trust m ay pay interest on m onies received and charge in terest on loans m ade.
The initial trustees o f  this trust shall be appo in ted  by the B oard o f  D irectors o f the PCA 

upon recom m endation  o f  the C om m ittee  on M N A . T hereafte r, the trustees shall be elected  by 
the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the PCA.

The trust shall report annually  through the G eneral A ssem b ly 's  C om m ittee  on A dm in istra
tion.

The trust shall m ake loans to only those borrow ers w ho have p rio r recom m endation  and 
approval o f  the C om m ittee  on M NA  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and trustees o f  the fund.

This trust shall adopt no policy  o r take any action w hich in any m anner conflic ts  w ith the 
right o f  the local congregation  to  ow n and contro l its ow n p roperties  in accordance w ith BC O  25.
(4) The trust shall develop  a policy  m anual w hich m ust be subm itted  for approval at the 14thG A .

See 14-74, HI, 39, C, p. 172.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  C H R IS T IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  
P U B L IC A T IO N S  

12-36, III, 17, p . 106

T hat a denom inational ad-hoc com m ittee to study the com m unications policy  o f  the PCA  be appoin ted  
and that the com m ittee be com prised  of: four m em bers at large (to  be selected  by the four coordinators); 
one advisory m em ber from  each p rogram  staff and tw o  m em bers from  each o f the four perm anent 
com m ittees. T he  com m ittee  will recom m end denom inational polic ies and p rocedures in such areas as 
pub lications, a com m unication  office  and train ing  in com m unication .

See 14-67, 111, 4, 5, p. 146.
13-30, III, 15, p . 87

That the report o f the Ad Hoc C om m unications C om m ittee  be p resented  to the Fourteenth G eneral
A ssem bly.

See 14-67, III, 4, 5, p. 146.
12-36, III, 18, p. 106

That because the PCA continues to grow  nationally  and internationally  and because it is im portant to 
keep our m ission before  the w orld; that the G eneral A ssem bly  allow  the C E /P  C om m ittee  and the 
Stated C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly to  develop  a plan to establish  a denom inational new s office  and 
that a report o f  the progress be m ade to the 13th G eneral A ssem bly.

See 14-67, 111, 6, p .  146.
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13-30, III, 16, p . 87

That consideration  o f  an official PC A  new s office  be p resented  to  the  Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly .

See 14-67, 111, 6, p. 146.
13-65, III, 5 , p . 133

T o adopt this personal resolu tion  as follows:
W hereas, the Scrip ture  calls  us as the people  o f G od to  be holy as G od  is holy  (I P eter 1:15-16), and 
condem ns all sexual activ ity  outside o f  m arriage (G alatians 5:19), and
W hereas, the spread  o f pornographic  literature and film  is g rea t th roughout ou r land , w ith  child  
pornography as the fastest grow ing , and
W hereas, the pornographic  industry is an estim ated  e ight b illion  do lla r operation  annually  and a 
stronghold  o f  organized  c rim e, and
W hereas, social scientists have show n the connection  betw een pornography  and v io lent sexual crim es, 
and
W hereas, pornography exp lo its w om en and  children  and con tribu tes to  the b reakdow n o f  the fam ily , and 
W hereas, pornography is a result o f g row ing secu lar hum anism  in ou r land , and 
W hereas, pornography is an issue o f  the sanctity  o f  hum an life a long w ith the unborn  and the e lderly , and 
W hereas, we as C hristians m ust stand  against the Evil O ne w ho is behind  pornography  (E phesians 
6 :10-13),
Be it resolved th e T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PCA :

1. D irects C E /P  to designate  official represen tation  to  the  T h ird  N ational C onsu ltation  on  O bscen ity ,
P ornography and Indecency in C incinnati in S ep tem ber, 1985.

2. Encourages C E /P  to include the issue o f pornography and its e ffects  on ou r culture  am ong its 
educational concerns.

3. R equests C E /P  to  include in their report to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  the ir actions on
this issue over the preceding year.

4. U rges the m em bers o f  the churches o f ou r denom ination  to be invo lved  in various effo rts  o f 
fighting  p ronography in our land.

See 14-67, III, 7, p. 146.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S

12-31, III, 11, p . 103

T hat O verture 58 , (p. 44) be answ ered  in the affirm ative and that the Perm anen t C om m ittee  on 
In terchurch  R elations study the N A E w ith the in tention to  decide in 1985 w hether the PC A  should 
seek m em bership  in that body.

See 14-38, 111, 7, p. 110.

13-44, III, 5 , p . 97

That the G eneral A ssem bly  grant the C om m ittee  on  In terchurch  R elations an additional year to  study 
the m atter o f m em bership  in the N A E (G rounds: R ecom m endation  2 o f  the Perm anent C o m m ittee ’s 
report. A ppendix H , p. 236).

See 14-38, III, 7, p. 110.

13-44, III, 7 , p . 97

T hat it be the policy  o f  the PC A  to continue exchanging  fraternal delegates w ith ou r sister churches 
in N A PA R C , that we exchange fraternal correspondence w ith  those bodies ou tside  N orth A m erica 
that the G eneral A ssem bly  shall de te rm ine , and that the C om m ittee  on In terchurch  R elations shall 
recom m end church  bodies to  be p laced  on  this correspondence list a fter consu lting  the C om m ittee  on 
M ission to the W orld and /or PC A  m issionaries in those coun tries w here the bodies are located.

See 14-38, III, 12, p .  111.
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T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

13-3, p . 44

O verture 3: From  th e P resb ytery  o f  S t. L ouis (M issou ri)
W hereas, there  are tru ths w ith respect to w hich m en o f  good charac ter and princip les m ay d iffer (P reface 
to  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  II , 5); and
W hereas, the P resbytery  is the cou rt o f  ju risd ic tion  o f  the m inister;
T h erefore , be it resolved  that the fo llow ing  change  to the B C O  by  add ition  be adopted  by the Tw elfth  
G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , m eeting  in B aton R ouge, L ouisiana, June 18-22, 
1984, fo r subm ission  to its P resbyteries:
C hange B C O  13-7 by  the addition  o f  a second paragraph  as follow s;

If  a M inister should  d iffer in som e part w ith  the C onfession  o f  Faith  and the C atech ism s o f  this C hurch  
w hile subscrib ing  to  them , he shall en ter his d ifference(s) w ith his subscrip tion , and shall have his 
standing  as a M inister o f  th is denom ination  sub ject to the ju dgem en t o f P resby tery , as the court o f  
orig inal ju risd ic tion , the low er courts being  subject to  the review  and con tro l o f  the  h igher courts  in 
regu lar g radation  (BCO 11-4).

A dopted  at the S tated M eeting  on A pril 27 -28 , 1984 in St. L ou is, M issouri.

A ttest: A lbert F . M ogino t, J r . , S tated  C lerk

See 14-52, 33, p. 127.
13-45, III , 25 , p . 105

That O verture  3 (p. 44) from  M issouri Presby tery  be answ ered by reference to the action o f  the 
A ssem bly  on R ecom m endation  21. The overture  is referred  to  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness.

See 14-52, 33, p. 127.
13-3, p . 45

O verture 7: From  th e P resb ytery  o f  th e A scension
W h ereas, there is good historical preceden t in the adop ting  act o f  the D irec to ry  f o r  W orship  in 1729, for 
receiv ing  the D irec tory  as s trongly recom m ended  as being  the m ind o f  the church and consisten t with 
b iblical princip les o f  w orship ; and
W hereas, the D irec tory  w as received  by the R PC ES as giv ing  “gu idelines fo r further am plification  in the 
use o f ’ b iblical princip les o f w orsh ip , and not as g iv ing  b inding ru les fo r w orship  in th ings not spelled  out 
by ou r C onfession; and
W h ereas, the Third  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  in 1975, w isely  prefaces the D irec to ry  w ith this statem ent: 

T he D irec tory  f o r  W orship  is an approved guide and should  be taken  seriously  as the m ind o f the 
C hurch  agreeable to the S tandards. H ow ever, it does not have the force o f  law  and is not to be 
considered  ob ligato ry  in all it parts; and 

W hereas, the N inth G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  departed  from  the m anner o f adop ting  the D irectory  
agreed  upon by the T h ird  G eneral A ssem bly  and m ade constitu tionally  b ind ing  certa in  w orship  practices 
set out in B C O  5 6 ,5 7 ,5 8 , w ithout a carefu l enough considera tion  o f their p ractical im plications, such as, 
the necessity  o f  covering  the e lem ents o f the L o rd ’s Supper and hav ing  the m in ister set them  apart by 
prayer; using  w ine and having the congregation  seated  fo r the d is tribu tion  o f  the Supper; and m andating 
fo r all churches a com plete  baptism al litu rgy , and that only  fo r infants; and
W hereas, the R eform ed regulative  princip le  o f  w orsh ip  does not allow  us to b ind  all o f  ou r churches to 
w orsh ip  practices unless the Scrip tures teach  and require those p ractices o f  us; and 
W h ereas, som e o f the p ractices m andated  in B C O  56-58 ought to be left to  the pastoral oversight o f  the 
church Session  ra ther than m ade m atters o f  constitu tional law;
T h erefore, be it resolved  that w e, the St. Louis P resby tery , do  respectfu lly  overtu re  the Tw elfth  G eneral 
A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  to  return B C O  56-58 to their orig inal status as being  an approved  guide to be taken 
seriously  as the m ind o f  the chu rch , but not having the force o f  law  nor being considered  ob ligatory  in all 
their parts; and
Be It A lso  R eso lved , that we overtu re  the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  to appo in t a com m ittee  to revise 
certain  portions o f  B C O  56-58 , such as those listed above.
A m otion to concur in th is  overtu re  from  St. Louis Presbytery  w as adop ted  by the P resbytery  o f  the A scension 
at its M ay 4 -5 , 1984, Stated  M eeting.

A ttest: F rank D . M oser, S tated  C lerk
See 14-52, 34, p. 127.



68 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

13-45, III, 13, p . 104

T hat the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness be instructed  to rew rite  the D irectory  f o r  W orship  (in 
consultation  with learned consultants from  the church  at large) and to report back to the Fifteenth 
G eneral A ssem bly .

See 14-52, 34, p. 127.
13-3, pp . 48-50

O verture 23: From  th e P resbytery  o f  N ew  Jersey
W hereas, it is the responsib ility  o f P resbyteries to guard  the sacred  office  o f teaching e ld e r so that it not 
be degraded by w eak and o r unw orthy  m en through the process o f exam ination  o f  cand idates fo r the m inistry  
at the tim e o f  licensure and o rd ination; and
W hereas, the present licensure exam ination  in chap ter 19 o f B C O  includes, in addition  to cand idates for 
the m inistry , "ru ling  e lders, a m in ister from  som e o ther denom ination  o r som e o th e r m a n .. .fo r  the purpose 
o f regularly  provid ing  the preaching o f the W ord. . ."  and therefore  this exam ination  is designed  to be very 
broad and basic in its scope and intensity ; and
W hereas, ordination  exam ination  in chap ter 21 o f  B C O  is heavily  w eighted as the prim ary  and careful 
exam ination  fo r the qualify ing  o f teaching e lders for o rd ination; and
W hereas, Presbyteries m ay feel undo p ressure  to approve a w eak o rdination  exam ination  in the light o f  it 
being accom panied  by a call to a particu lar m inistry-often  that m inistry  dependent upon the soon arrival o f 
the candidate being  called-and  therefore  sensitive not to  em barrass o r threaten  the future m inistry  o f  e ither 
the calling body o r the m an being  called; and
W hereas, the present licensure and o rd ination  exam inations do  not include the im portant areas o f  apo logetics, 
specific know ledge and appreciation  o f the W estm inste r S tandards, church  history  in general and that o f 
the PCA  in specific  as related  to A m erican  P resbyterianism ; and
W hereas, there appears to be a logical inconsistency w ithin the present B C O  in w hich a "basic” exam ination  
in licensure m ay be substitu ted  for a "m ore carefu l” o rd ination  in the sam e area; and 
W hereas, a m ore rigorous and detailed  licensure exam ination  specifically  designed fo r the cand idate  for 
teaching  e lder w ould give the Presbytery  sufficient tim e and be tte r d irection  o f  the candidate  (especially  
during  his intern program ) tow ard  fu lfilling  the qualifica tions for this office  w hich the P resbytery  is required 
to protect for the purity o f  the church;
T herefore, the Presbytery  o f N ew  Jersey  respectfu lly  overtu res the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica to revise the B C O  19-1, 19-2, 19-3 and 21-4  as follows:

1. A m end B C O  19-1 by deleting  the w ords in the second sen tence, "a  cand idate  fo r the m inistry"
and by adding after the w ords, “and p ass ing", the fo llow ing phrase, “ a non -cand idate". T he new 
sentence w ould read: "A  ruling e lder, a m in ister from  som e o ther denom ination , o r som e other 
m an m ay be licensed for the purpose o f regularly  providing  the preaching  o f the W ord upon his 
giving satisfaction  to the Presbytery  o f  his g ifts and passing  a non-candidate  licensure  exam ina
tion ."

2. A m end 19-2 by adding to the title , the w ords, “n o n -cand ida te .” T he title  w ould then read . 
"E xam ination  for N on-C andidate L icensure ."

3. R enum ber B C O . the old 19-3 as 19-4. the o ld  19-4 as 19-5. the old 19-5 as 19-6, the old  19-6 
as 19-7, the old 19-7 as 19-8, the old 19-8 as 19-9, the o ld  19-9 as 19-10, the old  19-10 as 
19-11, the old 19-11 as 19-12, the old 19-12 as 19-13, the old  19-13 as 19-14, the old 19-14 
as 19-15, the old 19-15 as 19-16.

4. Add to B C O  a new 19-3, "E xam inations for L icensure o f  C andidates for the M in istry ."
A. A candidate for licensure shall have finished his four year co llege courses and at least tw o

years o f  his sem inary course, o r equ ivalen t thereof, w ith reference to 21-4. He shall have 
m aintained due p rogress in his spiritual grow th  and pursu it for the m inistry: such as cand idates 
under care  o f  a presbytery are expected  to do for a sufficient tim e that the presby tery  shall 
be assured o f  his progress.

B. T he cand idate  for licensure shall be exam ined  by the p resbytery  in English  B ible, System atic 
T heo logy , Practical T heo logy , including  Inspiration o f the Scrip tu re , know ledge and app reci
ation o f  the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith and C atech ism s, church h isto ry , and in the 
o riginal languages o f the Scrip tu res, except that the exam ination  in the languages o f  the 
Scripture may by w aived upon presentation  o f a transcrip t show ing that creditab le  work 
has been done in these subjects. The presbytery shall take accoun t, in its exam ination , o f  
the fact that the cand idate  is being licensed for a p robationary  period , will be serving an 
in ternship, and m ay not have com pleted  his sem inary train ing .
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C . In order to m ake trial o f his ta len ts, to explain  and v ind icate, and p ractically  to enforce 
the doctrines o f  the G ospel, the presbytery  shall further require that the candidate for 
licensure prepare (1) a serm on , w hich the p resbytery  m ay ask be delivered  in its presence,
(2) an essay  on a theological them e, and (3) w ritten exegesis o f the orig inal H ebrew  and/or 
G reek  tex t o f  a passage(s) o f  Scripture.

N o presbytery  shall om it any o f  these parts o f  exam ination  except in ex traordinary  
cases; and w henever a p resbytery  shall om it any o f these parts, it shall alw ays m ake a 
record o f  the reasons therefo re , and o f  the trial parts om itted .

5. A m end B C O  21-4  by dele ting  all that fo llow s " . . .  the A sse m b ly 's  approved cu rricu lum " (the 
first paragraph after line th ree), and adding the following:
"The exam ination  or o rd ination  shall include any o r all o f  the m atters covered  in the exam ination  
o f  a candidate for licensure, at the d iscretion  o f  the presby tery , o r the p revious exam ination  for 
licensure, in w hole o r in part, m ay be accepted  by the presby tery  as covering  the corresponding 
portions o f  the exam ination  fo r ord ination .

T he exam ination  for o rd ination  shall include exam inations in system atic theology, church 
sacram ents, apo logetics . B ook o f  C hurch O rder  and history  o f A m erican  P resbyterianism  with 
particular reference to this denom ination . T he p resbytery  shall m ake certa in  in its exam ination  
that the candidate shall be able to  subscribe to the system  o f  doctrine  as con tained  in the 
W estm inster C onfession  and L arger and S horter C atech ism s.

N o presbytery shall om it any o f these parts o f  trial for o rd ination  except in ex traordinary  
cases, and then only w ith three/fourths approval o f  p resbytery  W henever a presby tery  shall om it 
any o f  these parts , it shall alw ays m ake a record o f the reasons fo r such om issions and o f the 
trial parts om itted .

The presbytery being fully satisfied  o f his qualifica tions fo r the sacred o ffice , shall appoint 
a day fo r his o rd ina tion , w hich ough t, if  practicable to be in the church  o f  w hich he is to be the 
pastor.

A ttest: Jam es A. Sm ith , S tated C lerk

See 14-52, 36, p. 127.

13-45, III, 21 , p. 105

That the G eneral A ssem bly  direct the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness to develop  unified  language 
for licentiates and ord inands to record scruples to ou r S tandards to be p resented  to the Fourteenth 
G eneral A ssem bly.

See 14-52, 33, p. 127.

13-45, III, 22 , p. 105

That the G eneral A ssem bly  find the response o f C entra l C aro lina  Presbytery  to the excep tion  to its 
1983 M inutes referred  to the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness not satisfactory .
G rounds: BCO  45-4  lim its the right to pro test to those w ho had a right to vote in the case. S ince 
C entral C arolina  Presbytery  w as a party to the case , all o f its m em bers w ere excluded  from  voting 
(S C O  13-11).

See 14-52, 3, p. 123.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A  

13-49. I l l ,  I I ,  p. 113

That the A ssem bly refer the "G uidelines for M ercy in the PC A " prepared  by T E  T im othy  K eller for 
the M NA C om m ittee  to the M NA C om m ittee  for rev iew  and reporting  to the Fourteenth  G eneral 
A ssem bly.

Received as information, 14-43, 1H, 2 a (1), p. 114.
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13-49, III, 22 , p. 115

In the light o f M NA perm anent com m ittee m inutes 6 -84 , Para. 7; 9 -84 , Para. 18, 9 -84 , Para. 37; and 
9 -84 , Para. 22 the A ssem bly  requests the M NA perm anen t com m ittee  to  m ake a study o f  the salary 
levels o f  pastors and organ izing  pastors and report to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  its guidelines 
used for setting the salaries o f  organizing  pastors.

See 14-43, 111, 6, p. 115.
13-49, III, 24 , p. 115

That the N ew port, T ennessee  C hurch be allow ed  to belong to W estern  C aro linas P resby tery , and that 
the presbyteries be respectfu lly  requested  to consider a change in their boundaries and to  indicate w hat 
the new  boundary should be.

Answered in the affirmative, 14-43, III, 17, p. 117.
13-65, III, 3 , p . 132

That O verture 34 be adopted as am ended.
W hereas, C anada contains a g row ing num ber o f  PCA  churches, form erly o f the R eform ed Presbyterian 
C hurch E vangelical Synod affiliation; and
W hereas, C anada is a great m ission field in w hich church p lanting  does and w ill occupy a h igh priority  
in the life o f our church; and
W hereas, C anadians do  not and will not consider them selves to be "A m ericans;"  and
W hereas, the nam e "Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica" says to m ost C anad ians, " th is  is not a C anadian
church —  it is foreign;" and
W hereas, C anadian PCA  churches arc striv ing  to build a foundation  for the developm ent o f  a strong national 
R eform ed and E vangelical P resbyterian church in this land; and
W hereas, this sam e nam e "Presby terian  C hurch in A m erica” has already proved to be a stum bling  block 
for public iz ing , prom oting and planting  Evangelical and R eform ed Presbyterian  churches in C anada; and 
W hereas, during the course o f the talks preceding  the Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing  o f the R PC .E S  both C anadians 
and prom inent A m ericans o f  the R PC .E S  urged the PCA to consider the nam e "P resby terian  C hurch in 
N orth A m erica " for the sake o f  the C anadian  brethren; and
W hereas, it was apparently  deem ed unfeasib le to institute such a change in the PCA  nam e at that tim e; 
T herefore, be it resolved  that the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  re fer the concerns stated  in this overture 
to the Perm anent C om m ittee  on M NA  to m eet w ith representatives o f the P resbyteries o f the C anadian  
churches in the next year and bring a recom m endation  to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly .

See 14-43, III, 7, p. 115. 
T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S ON T H E  P C A  FO U N D A T IO N  

13-33, III, 7 , p. 92

That the m ethod o f funding the PCA Foundation  be revised along the follow ing lines:
A. In fiscal years when there are no funds d istributed  by the PCA  Foundation , the Foundation  will 

be supported by the seven agencies in the sam e proportion their G eneral A ssem bly  approved 
budgets bear to the total G eneral A ssem bly budget.

B. In fiscal years in w hich d istribution  are m ade, take the total d istribu tions and get a distribution  
percentage for each  agency. Apply the percentage figure to the Foundation  support budget. 
D educt the resulting am ounts from  the d istribution  am ounts to cover the F o unda tion 's  expenses. 
No agency w ould pay m ore than 25c/c o f  its d istribu tion  tow ard  foundation  expenses. If there 
are rem aining expenses, they w ould be paid by the seven agencies in proportion to the G eneral 
A ssem bly budget percentage from  A above. W hen agency paym ents, apart from  distribution  
p aym ents, have created  a surplus for that fiscal year, that surplus w ould be credited  back to the 
appropriate agencies.

C . In a fiscal year in w hich one o r tw o agencies received  large d istribu tions and the o ther agencies 
received  nothing, so that all Foundation  expenses w ere covered  by those d istribu tions, the o ther 
agencies w ould pay nothing or be given credit for paym ent, as appropria te .

See 14-46. Ill, S, p. 121.



JOURNAL 71

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  R E V IE W  A N D  C O N T R O L  

13-76, H I, B, 2h

N orth G eorgia: N o action has been taken to rem edy the excep tions found by the E leventh G eneral 
A ssem bly , nor w as there any response provided to the excep tion  noted  at M 12G A  12-97, III, A , 23 
b (3), regarding  establishm ent o f  a 3/4 vote to w aive o rd ination  requirem ents.

See 14-88. 111. B. 3, p. 209.

13-76, III, B , 3 , p . 162

R ecom m end that the G eneral A ssem bly  c ite  the fo llow ing Presby teries for single failures to respond 
to excep tions noted against them  (B C O  4 0 - 1), that they m ay respond by the next G eneral A ssem bly:
a. New R iver— excep tions noted at M I 2 G A  12-97. I ll ,  A , 21 b.
b. N orthern Illinois— excep tions noted  by the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly.

See 14-88, III. B. 1. p. 209.

13-76, H I, B , 4 , p . 162

R ecom m end that the G eneral A ssem bly  cite the fo llow ing P resbyteries for m ultiple failures e ither to 
subm it m inutes o r to  respond to excep tions found by prev ious G eneral A ssem blies, and instruct those 
Presbyteries as follows:
a. That the P resbyteries cited  shall fo rw ard  to  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness their unsubm itted

m inutes and the ir responses to the excep tions c ited  by the E leventh , T w elfth , and T hirteenth
G eneral A ssem blies p r io r  to January  1 , 1986  fo r its recom m endation  to the Fourteenth  G eneral 
A ssem bly. T he C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness w ill exam ine the m inutes o r responses at its 
next stated m eeting . O nly  if  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness recom m endation  is that the 
G eneral A ssem bly find the m inutes o r responses substantia lly  accep tab le  shall the follow ing 
citation  to appear be voided.

b. That any Presbytery w hich fails to  respond in accordance w ith Instruction  (a) be cited  to appear
to show  w hat it has done and to show  cause why they should not be d isso lved  as presbyteries
o f the PC A . This hearing , if fo rthcom ing , shall be docketed  as a special order in the opening 
session o f  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly.
(G rounds: It is both the right and the duty o f the G eneral A ssem bly  to review  the records o f  the 
presbyteries \B C O  40 -1]. T his au thority  to conduct rev iew  is coup led  w ith a right to contro l; 
w hen serious irregularities are d iscovered , the G eneral A ssem bly  m ay “ require [their] review' 
an d  correction"  by the p resbytery  | B C O  40-3]. P resbyteries are in fact requ ired  both to rectify 
the excep tions noted in their m inutes and to report back to the fo llow ing assem bly  ]R A O  9-13-6], 
Failure to rectify  the irregularities poin ted  out by the A ssem bly  am ounts to con tum acy  against 
the A ssem bly , and low er courts are subject to d iscip line  and censure  in the sam e w ay as are 
individuals [BC O  40-6]. T he exclusion  o f a presby tery  w hich has repeatedly  fa iled  to subm it its 
records o r acted  to rectify  them  is analogous to the suspension  w ithout further process o f an 
individual w ho has repeatedly  failed to respond to c ita tions to appear before a church  court [BCO  
33-2], T he exclusion  sanction  proposed accords w ith  historical precedent. In the past neglect o f 
exceptions taken to m inutes w as deem ed  to be “d iso rderly” conduct. A ction o f  the 1848 G eneral 
A ssem bly described in B a ird 's  D igest o f  G enera l A ssem b ly  A ctions  [1856] at p. 120. A synod 
w as censured  for its failure to correct erro rs  prev iously  censured  by the G eneral A ssem bly  11792 
A ssem bly , found in B a ird 's  at pp. 122-123]. A presbytery  refusing  to surrender it records was 
found disorderly  and d isso lved  [1836 A ssem bly , found in B a ird 's  at p. 696 ].)

The presbyteries subject to this recom m endation  are the follow ing:
a. K orean E astern  (no m inutes subm itted  to the T w elfth  o r T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem blies). 

(K orean language m inutes are being transla ted .)
b. N orth T exas (having  review ed the final m inutes o f  the undiv ided  T exas P resbytery , N orth 

Texas has indicated  itse lf to be the successor p resbytery ; T exas Presbytery  gave no responses 
to exceptions noted by the E leventh and Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem blies).

See 14-88. Ill,  B. 1, p .  209.
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T O  T H E  A D -IN T E R IM  C O M M IT T E E  O N  B A PT ISM  

13-23, 5 , p . 85

That the first part o f  the report o f  the "S tudy  C om m ittee  on Q uestions R elating  to the V alidity  o f  
C ertain B ap tism s,"  both the m ajority  and m inority  portions, presen ted  to the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly , 
be printed in the 1986 H andbook  and be voted on by the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly. See 14-36, p. 107.
T O  T H E  C H U R C H /ST A T E  SU B  C O M M IT T E E

12-90, III, 22 , p . 187

T he C om m ittee on A dm inistration  recom m ends that the G eneral A ssem bly  determ ine that it is the 
policy o f the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica that the churches and presby teries  should not in tentionally  
violate the law o f the land unless loyalty  to G od  absolu tely  dem ands it. If the church  o r presbytery 
has scruples against com pliance w ith the law , and if  it com plies, it should  com ply  under p ro test and 
use the legal rem edies availab le , and that the question  o f  church /state  re la tions particularly  with 
reference to the taxation o f the church  be referred to  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ith the request that a 
study com m ittee o f  appropriate theological and legal expertise be appointed  by the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-73, III, 40 , p. 140

That the C hurch/S tate  S tudy C om m ittee  o f C O A  w hich has been appoin ted  and w hich has been w orking 
throughout this year be perm itted  to continue in o rder to com plete  its study and to report at the 1986 
G eneral A ssem bly.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-3, p. 38

O verture 16: From  the P resbytery  o f  M issouri
W hereas, in the sight o f G od an unborn child  is recognized as a person and is entitled  to life and pro tection  
o f  that life (Ps. 139:14-16, Luke 1:15, Ex. 20:13); and
W hereas, the sin o f abortion (that is, m urder) continues at the evil rate o f  1 .500 ,000  per year; and 
W hereas, C hristians are called  to be salt and light in the ir society; defend ing  the innocent, the w eak, and
the orphan (Prov. 24:11 , M k 12:40, Is. 1 :16-20, Ex. 22 :22 , M ic. 6 :8); and
W hereas, since the jud ic ia l “ leg islation" o f  Roe vs. W ade , 410  U .S . 1 13 (1973), the right to life has not
been guaranteed  in the U nited S tates o f A m erica for the unborn; and
W hereas, we recognize that we are required  to subm it to the govern ing  au thorities (R om . 13 :1, I Pet. 2; 13, 
T it. 3:1); and
W hereas, we also recognize believers d iffer as to their responsib ility  to protect h elp less hum an beings; and 
W hereas, we also  recognize we m ay disobey civil au thorities w hen necessary  so that we m ay obey G od 
(cf. Acts 4 :19 , 5:32):
T herefore, be it resolved that the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
M eeting in St. Louis, M issouri, June 17-21, 1985:

A .I .  R ecom m end to the C hurches concrete w ays to heighten  the im portance o f the pro-life m ovem ent 
in our C hurches.

2. Publicize the m inistries o f B ethany C hristian  S erv ices, Protestants fo r L ife, C lergy for L ife, 
C hristian A ction C ouncil and o ther pro-life  groups, in churches and Presbyteries.

A nd, T herefore, be it resolved  that the T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem bly:
B. I. Erect a com m ittee to produce a study paper outlin ing  the history  and theology o f  c ivil d isobedience.

This paper should a lso  include exegesis  o f  sign ifican t B iblical passages. T he study shall focus 
on civil d isobedience as it applies to the abortion  issue.

2. C ounsel the C hurches in the area  o f  civil d isobed ience , especia lly  as regards the abortion  issue. 
Specifically: should m em bers be urged to engage in civil d iso b ed ien ce?-sh o u ld  churches d iscip line 
those w ho have engaged in civil d isobedience?

3. This com m ittee is to report at the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly.
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A dopted at the W inter M eeting  o f M issouri Presbytery  on January  18-19, 1985 to be com m unicated  to  the 
G eneral A ssem bly M eeting in St. L ou is, M issouri, June 17-21. 1985.

A ttest: A lbert F. M ogino t, J r .,  S tated C lerk

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-65, III, 1, p . 132

That O verture  16 be referred  to the C hurch /S tate  S ubcom m ittee  estab lished  by the Tw elfth  G eneral 
A ssem bly to study and report back to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly.

See 14-74, 111, 55, p. 173.
13-3, p . 42

O verture 24: From  the P resbytery o f  O klahom a
W hereas, the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  is listed as a corporation  w hose registered  office  is in the 
c ity  o f D over, D elaw are; and
W hereas, a corporation  is considered  to be under the ju risd ic tion  o f a state; and 
W hereas, the church o f Jesus C hrist is under no ju risd ic tion  o f  hum an governm ent;
T h erefore , be it resolved  that O klahom a Presbytery  respectfu lly  overture  the T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  
to  form  a com m ittee to consider the theological im plications o f the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 's  
rem aining  incorporated , and to report back to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  w ith appropria te  recom m en
dations.
A dopted at the Seventh Stated M eeting  o f  the O klahom a P resbytery , O ctober 12. 1984.

A ttest: C raig  W eaver, S tated C lerk

See 14-74, III, 55, p. 173.
13-73, III, 3 1 , p. 139

T hat O verture # 2 4  be answ ered  by referring  it to the C hurch /S tate  S tudy C om m ittee  estab lished  by 
the Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  for study and to report back to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly .

See 14-74, III, 55, p. 173. 
T O  T H E  A D -IN T E R IM  C O M M IT T E E  O N  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y

11-30, III, 31 , p. 82

"T hat the G eneral A ssem bly appoin t a com m ittee  to study and to report to the next G eneral A ssem bly 
w ith the follow ing responsibility:
1. To investigate the possibility  o f  having a "G eneral"  G eneral A ssem bly  each  fifth  year;
2. That the even ing  service o f that particu lar A ssem bly  be conducted  in a large local arena;
3. That each  congregation  bring  ten percent o f its m em bersh ip  to this special "G eneral” G enera] 

A ssem bly;
4. That the G enera] A ssem bly 's  business be kept to a m inim um , w ith day sessions on ly ."

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly; see 14-37, p. 107.
12-90, III, 1, p . 183 1.

I . That the M oderator appoin t a six m an A d-In terim  C om m ittee  to evaluate  and m ake its recom m endations 
to the T hirteenth G eneral A ssem bly  as to:
a. The functions and coord ination  o f  the four Perm anant C om m ittees, the O ffice o f the S tated 

C le rk , and the o ther G eneral A ssem bly  C om m ittees .w ith  the excep tion  o f  any A d-H oc C om m ittee .
b. The structure o r  organ ization  o f  the denom ination .
c . Judicial B usiness procedure and structure.
T he expense o f  this A d-Interim  C om m ittee  shall be paid by the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly; see 14-37, p. 107.
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12-10, B , p. 51

O verture 20: From  the P resbytery  o f  Evangel
W hereas, the num ber o f  T eaching Elders in the denom ination  attached to  active churches is on ly  six ty-tw o
percent o f  the total num ber o f T eaching  E lders in the denom ination; and
W hereas, the principal o f  parity o f the E ldership em braced  at the b irth  o f  the denom ination  has, for all
intents and purposes, been abandoned , and the proportion  o f  T each ing  E lders to R uling E lders a ttending 
the G eneral A ssem bly  has becom e extrem ely  d isproportionate; and.
W hereas, this present trend w ithin the G eneral A ssem bly  is p roducing  d iscouragem ent, lack o f participation  
and increased d isin terest in the financial support o f the w ork o f the G eneral A ssem bly  w hich , if con tinued , 
will produce additional unrest and d ivisiveness;
T h erefore, Evangel Presbytery  overtures the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  to am end Section 14-2 B C O  by 
substitu ting  for the w hole the following:

“ 14-2. T he G enera] A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent court, shall m eet at least annually  upon its ow n 
adjournm ent, and shall consist o f all Teaching  E lders in good standing  w ith their P resby teries, as hereinafter 
p rovided, and R uling E lders in the ratio  o f one from  each congregation  for each  500 m em bers, o r fraction 
thereof, but not to exceed five Ruling E lder com m issioners from  any one congregation . T each ing  E lders 
attached to a congregation  m ust be accom panied  by at least one R uling  E lder com m issioner from  such 
congregation  in o rder to qualify  as a com m issioner to G eneral A ssem bly. Each P resbytery  o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly shall be perm itted  to send Teaching  Elders w ho are not attached to a congregation  as com m issioners 
to the G eneral A ssem bly , p rovided, how ever, such additional T each ing  E lder com m issioners shall not 
exceed tw enty-five per cent o f the total num ber o f such unattached T each ing  Elders in good standing  with 
such P resby tery ."

A ttest: Hubert C . S tew art, S ta ted  C lerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
12-10, B , p. 51

O verture 22: From  th e P resbytery  o f  W estern  C arolina
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  as p resently  constitu ted  bears the 
potential o f  a gathering  o f som e 2 ,500  com m issioners; and
W hereas, the w ork o f  a deliberative  body is m ore e ffic ien t and p roductive  w hen it is o f  a m anageable size; and 
W hereas, a lim ited num ber o f com m issioners e lected  by each  P resbytery  will reduce the cost o f  o therw ise 
large and expensive gatherings; and
W hereas, we are called and com m itted  to responsib le  s tew ardship  in ou r oversigh t o f  G o d 's  people; and 
W hereas, a lim ited num ber o f  com m issioners e lected  by a P resbytery  shall bring  forth  the selection  o f 
those best qualified  to serve;
Now  T h erefore, be it reso lved , that the Presbytery o f W estern  C aro lina  overture  the G eneral A ssem bly  
to re-draft C hap ter 14-2 o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  to  provide for a delegated  G eneral A ssem bly. 

A ttest: W . D onald M unson. J r .,  S tated  C lerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
12-10, B , p. 51

O verture 27: From  th e P resb ytery  o f  D elm arva
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  is now  potentia lly  com posed o f 
voting delegates from  each and every particu lar church , as well as teaching  e lders serv ing  in o ther fie lds, and 
W hereas, teaching  e lders outnum bered  ruling e lders at the 1983 m eeting o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and 
W hereas, it is deem ed necessary  fo r the effective m inistry  o f ou r denom ination  that the highest court be 
sm aller, and
W hereas, it is considered  that the logical w ay to accom plish  a stream lined  assem bly  is through delegating  
voting m em bers and insuring equal representation  by both teaching  and ruling e lders.
T h erefore, the D elm arva Presbytery  overtures the 12th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica to approve a change to representative Genera] A ssem blies, and
F u rther, that the fo llow ing am endm ents to the Book o f  C hurch O rder  be adop ted , considering  the second 
contingent upon acceptance o f  the first.
(1) That the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  14-2 be am ended by substitu ting  for the whole:

"14-2 The G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent court shall m eet at least annually  upon its 
ow n adjournm ent. The total num ber o f  com m issioners shall be 600. T here  shall be an equal num ber
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o f  teaching  and ruling e lder com m issioners. Each Presbytery shall be entitled  to  tw o teach ing  e lder 
com m issioners and tw o ruling e lder com m issioners. T he rem aining com m issioners shall be a lloted to 
the presbyteries based on the proportion  o f  the total num ber o f com m unican t m em bers o f  the denom i
nation. Each p resb y tery 's  allo tm ent shall be equally  d iv ided  betw een teaching  and ruling e lders. The 
A ssem bly 's  C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  shall m ake the allo tm ent to each p resbytery  w ithin 60  days 
a fter each  regular annual m eeting  o f  G eneral A ssem bly , based on the last annual statistical report o f 
com m unican t m em bership . Each presby tery  shall develop  its ow n m ethod o f selecting  its a llo tted  
com m issioners, providing an equal num ber o f teaching  and ruling e lders  are chosen. P resbyteries shall 
select a lternates for each  o f  the four com m issioners to w hich they m ay be en titled . Each Presbytery 
shall select its com m issioners and notify  the S tated  C lerk o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  at least 120 days 
prior to the beginning o f the next stated m eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly . All teaching  and ruling 
e lders in the denom ination  shall be e lig ib le  to a ttend the G eneral A ssem bly  as o bservers. Such observers 
may attend all m eetings o f  the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners and all sessions o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , 
except for those closed  by ru les o f the assem bly  o r by parliam entary  o rd e r."

(2) That the Book o f  C hurch O rder  10-6, be am ended  by substitu ting  the fo llow ing  for the w hole:
"10-6  The G eneral A ssem bly  shall pay all o r a portion  o f the expenses o f its com m issioners 

according  to the ru les set annually  by its C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion . T he expenses o f  teaching and 
ruling elders occasioned by their attendance at presbytery  shall be defrayed  by the bod ies they respec
tively represent. Local churches are encouraged  to pay the expenses o f  their observers  to G eneral 
A ssem bly in order that they m ay receive instruc tion , info rm ation , and inspira tion  regard ing  the work 
o f the denom ination  "

A ttest: T hom as G . W ebb , Stated C lerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
12-10, B , p . 59

O verture 48: From  the Presbytery o f  C entral G eorgia
W hereas, the num ber o f E lders a ttending  the G eneral A ssem bly  has increased  substantia lly  and to  such an 
extent and m anner that the G eneral A ssem bly is becom ing  too  large for m eaningful and o rderly  d iscussion : and 
W hereas, the vast m ajority  o f  the E lders a ttend ing  G eneral A ssem bly and d iscussing  and voting on issues 
are T eaching  Elders a large proportion o f w hom  are not attached to particu lar churches in the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica; and
W hereas, a fundam ental principal o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica is represen tative  governm ent w ith 
equal representation  on the h igher courts betw een T each ing  Elders and R uling E lders,
T h erefore, Central G eorg ia  Presbytery overtu res the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  to am end Section  14-2 o f 
BC O  as follows:
That the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  14-2 be am ended by substitu ting  fo r the w hole:

"14-2  The G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent court shall m eet at least annually  upon its own
adjournm ent. T he total num ber o f  com m issioners shall b e  . T here  shall be an equal num ber o f
T eaching and Ruling E lder com m issioners. Each Presbytery  shall be en titled  t o   T each ing  E lder
com m issioners a n d   Ruling E lder com m issioners. T he rem aining  com m issioners shall be a lotted
to the presbyteries based on the proportion  o f the total num ber o f  com m unican t m em bers o f  the 
denom ination . Each p resb y tery 's  a llo tm ent shall be equally  d iv ided betw een T each ing  and Ruling 
Elders. T he A ssem b ly 's  C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  shall m ake the a llo tm ent to each  p resbytery  
w ithin 60 days a fter each  regu lar annual m eeting  o f G eneral A ssem bly , based on the last annual 
statistical report o f com m unicant m em bership . Each presbytery shall develop  its ow n m ethod o f  
selecting its alloted com m issioners, assuring  a reasonable  plan o f ro tation  am ong all e lig ib le  Ruling 
E lders and T eaching  Elders and prov id ing  an equal num ber o f T each ing  and R uling Elders are chosen .
P resbyteries shall select a lternates for each  o f  t h e   com m issioners to w hich they are basically
entitled . Each Presbytery  shall select its com m issioners and notify the Stated  C lerk o f  the G eneral
A ssem bly at le a s t   days p rio r to the beginning  o f  the next stated m eeting  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
All Teaching  and Ruling E lders in the denom ination  shall be e lig ib le  to  attend the G eneral A ssem bly 
as observers. Such observers  may attend all m eetings o f  the C om m ittees o f  <'om m issioners and all 
sessions o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , except for those closed  by rules o f  the assem bly  o r by parliam entary  
order "

A ttested: D onald D. C om er. S tated Clerk

See 14-31, 2, p .  106.
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12-10. B . p . 60

O verture 51: From  the Presbytery o f  W estm inster
W estm inster Presbytery overtures the G eneral A ssem bly  to p roceed tow ard  the am endm ent o f  the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  as follows:
1. That B C O  14-2 be am ended to read . "The G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anen t court, shall meet 

at least annually  upon its ow n adjournm ent and shall consist o f  all teaching  e lders  and ruling e lders 
representing  their respective presbyteries. T he num ber o f  com m issioners each  presby tery  is en titled  
to  send shall be equal to the total num ber o f  particu lar churches in that p resbytery  as o f  January  1st 
o f that year. In the event that there be an odd num ber o f  churches in the presby tery , one additional 
m ay be sent. O f those com m issioners entitled  to a ttend from  a particu lar p resby tery , ha lf shall be 
teaching  e lders and half shall be ruling e lders. (N ot all those entitled  will necessarily  a tten d .) The 
m ethod for selecting  com m issioners shall be left to the d iscretion  o f  each  p resby tery .”

2. That B C O  10-6 be am ended to read , “The expenses o f ru ling  teaching e lders in their attendance at 
G eneral A ssem bly shall ordinarily  be defrayed by the church  o r institu tion  w ith w hich the com m issioner 
is assoc iated ."

A dopted at the Spring S tated M eeting o f  W estm inster Presbytery  on A pril 14, 1984.

Attest: Larry E. Ball. S tated  C lerk

See 14-31, 2 , p. 106.
13-57, p . 120

TE  R odney I. K ing, C hairm an o f the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness C om m ittee , reported  for the 
C om m ittee  beginning w ith prayer. The A ssem bly voted to receive this response to  the constitu tional inquiry: 

R esponse to the Report o f  the A d-Interim  C om m ittee  on G eneral A ssem bly Structure.

A. The pro p o sed  new  procedure  o f  Jud ic iu l Process.
The new procedure raises the constitu tional question  w hether the G eneral A ssem bly  can properly 

com m it m atters to a com m ission , w hich co m m issio n 's  actions are the actions o f  the court w ithout the 
option  o f  veto by the court [ WCF  X X X L 3). T he PC A , in its form ation , consciously  avoided this 
p rocedure.

O n the o ther hand , the new  process, allow s:
a) appeal to a G eneral A ssem bly regional judicia l com m ission;
b) appeal to and review  by the G eneral A ssem b ly 's  Perm anent Judicial C om m ission;
c) control bv G eneral A ssem bly through the nom ination  and election  procedure  w hich is

sim ilar to the control currently  exercised  over trustees o f  agencies in the PCA  (eg. GA
Bylaws IV Section l-2-d).

R ecom m endation:

That the G eneral A ssem bly  refer the m atter back to the A d-In terim  C om m ittee , that the church at 
large respond to the com m ittee  before January  1. 1986. and that the com m ittee  report to the Fourteenth 
G eneral A ssem bly.
B The P roposal f o r  a Representa tive  G enera l A ssem bly

The C om m ittee  on Judicial Business finds no constitu tional irregularities with the proposal o f  the 
A d-Interim  C om m ittee.

Rei om m endation:

That the A ssem bly find the proposal in order.

RE W . Jack W illiam son continued the Ad Interim  C o m m ittee 's  report A period o f  general questioning 
from  the floor w as follow ed by the A ssem bly m oving into a com m ittee  o f the w hole. Straw  votes w ere 
taken indicating I) overw helm ing support for the concept o f a representative  assem bly  and 2) a sm aller 
m ajority o f  support for the plan presented by the Ad Interim  C om m ittee . T he A ssem bly  then m oved out o f 
(he com m ittee  o f  the w hole. M r C hew ning returned to the chair, and by com m on consent the A ssem bly  
proceeded to the fo llow ing votes:

Recom m endations:

I . That the advice o f the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry I I (A ppendix
I. I.C . I, p. 246) from  the A d-Interim  C om m ittee  be ratified: that the p roposed am endm ents touching  
both jud icia l p rocess and representative assem bly (A ppendix  P. p. 313) be referred  back to the
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A d-In terim  C om m ittee; and that it be noted  that the proposal o f the A d-In terim  C o m m ittee ’s report 
m arks a radical departure  from  the orig inal tenets o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.

(C le rk 's  note: By this action the A ssem bly  adopted  A and B above.)

2. That the A d-Interim  C om m ittee  be con tinued  fo r an additional year to report to the Fourteenth  G eneral 
A ssem bly , that the S tated  C lerk  add to  the A d Interim  C om m ittee  four additional m em bers w ho have 
som e differences w ith the report and w ho  w ould  bring  o ther perspectives to the C om m ittee , and that 
all future recom m endations o f  the C om m ittee  be com m unicated  to the p resby teries  at least 90  days 
before the next G eneral A ssem bly.

See 14-37, p. 107.

13-3, p . 41

O verture 4: F rom  th e P resb ytery  o f  th e A scension
W e respectfu lly  overture the G eneral A ssem bly  to restructure  the G eneral A ssem bly  m eetings so that there 
w ould be tw o levels for consideration  o f  A ssem b ly ’s business, a first level for carefu l de libera tions o f 
particu lar m atters and a second level to ratify the recom m endations o f  the first level. W e w ould  propose 
that this be accom plished in the fo llow ing w ays.

1. Enlarge the com m ittees o f com m issioners (C o fC ’s) to becom e the delibera tive  level o f the 
A ssem bly , so that presbyteries w ould  elect an equal num ber o f  ru ling  e lders and teaching e lders 
as follow s to the C o fC ’s:
a. presbyteries under 2 ,000  m em bers-one represen ta tive  on each  C ofC  on a paired  schedule

to balance teaching  e lder and ruling e lder representation;
b. presbyteries from  2 ,000  to 6 ,0 0 0  m em bers-tw o represen tatives on each C ofC , one teaching

elder and one ruling elder:
c. presbyteries over 6 ,0 0 0  m em bers-four represen tatives on each  C onfC , tw o each o f teaching

elders and ruling elders.
2. The ratification  level o f the A ssem bly  w ould be constitu ted  as is now  provided in the B ook o f  

C hurch O rder, including those w ho are on the com m ittees o f  com m issioners, and w ould  have 
the responsib ility  to ratify  the recom m endations o f the C ofC s. W ithout the ra tification  o f the 
G eneral A ssem bly , recom m endations w ould  not be the position o f the C hurch . T he broad G eneral 
A ssem bly w ould  have the op tions of:
a adopting  the recom m endations o f  the C ofC ;
b. turn ing  dow n the recom m endations;
c. re turn ing the m atter to the C ofC ;
d. am ending the recom m endation  on a 3/4 m ajority  o f the registered  com m issioners

3. The m eeting schedule for the G eneral A ssem bly  w ould be changed so that general sessions would 
begin at 1:00 p .m . daily , leaving the m ornings free fo r C o fC ’s m eetings, jud ic ia l com m ission  
m eetings, and o ther m eetings.

4. P resbyteries w ould be required  to elect an equal num ber o f ruling e lders  and teaching  e lders to 
serve on the C o fC ’s. All o ther ru les for selection o f C o fC ’s w ould  rem ain  the sam e, including 
the rules for open m eetings in the A ssem b ly 's  R ules, 8-5.

5. The num ber o f  C o fC ’s could be reduced , o r the m em bersh ip  could  be low er than suggested 
above, provided an equal num ber o f  ru ling  e lders and teaching  e lders  m ake up the C o fC 's  and 
provision  is m ade fo r continuity  o f  represen tation  from  the p resby teries. W e believe that this 
approach will provide the forum  for full debate o f the issues by a rep resen tative  body as well 
as the full participation  by all o f  the churches in the PCA in the final ra tification  process.

A dopted by the Presbytery o f the A scension at its M ay 4 -5 . 1984, stated m eeting.

A ttest: Frank D. M oser. S tated C lerk

See 14-37. p. 107.

13-45, III , 26 , p . 105

That O verture 4 (p .4 1 )  from  the Presbytery  o f the A scension be referred  to  the appropria te  com m ittee 
for study if the Ad Interim  C o m m ittee 's  recom m endation  on a rep resen tative  assem bly  is not adopted 
by this assem bly.

See 14-37. p. 107.
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13-73, III, 29 , p . 139

T hat O verture # 4  be referred as inform ation  to the Interim  C om m ittee  a lready considering  this m atter.

See 14-37, p. 107.
13-3, p . 46

O verture 14: From  th e P resbytery  o f  C ovenant
W hereas, the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica needs to p rovide parity  o f representation  betw een Ruling 
Elders and T eaching Elders at G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas, C om m issioners a ttending  G eneral A ssem bly  need to be lim ited so that attendance will be sm aller 
and hence m ore truly deliberative;
T h erefore, C ovenant Presbytery  overtures the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
to  am end Par. 14-2 o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  by substitu ting  the fo llow ing fo r the p resen t Par. 14-2: 

T he G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a  perm anent court, shall m eet at least annually  upon its ow n adjournm ent. 
Each church w ith a m em bersh ip  o f 50  to 499 shall subm it to Presbytery  on o r before January  31 o f  each 
year the nam es o f  a C om m issioner and alternate to represent the church  at the forthcom ing G eneral A ssem bly . 
C hurches having 500  o r m ore m em bers shall subm it nam es o f C om m issioners and alternates for each full 
500 m em bers on o r before the sam e date. C hurches w ith a m em bersh ip  o f 49  o r less shall be paired  by 
Presbytery w ith each church  in a pair providing  a  C om m issioner in alternate  years. Such com m issioner and 
alternate shall be subm itted to Presbytery on o r before January  31 o f  each  year.

U pon receipt o f the nam es o f  the R uling Elders and alte rna tes, P resbytery  shall designate  an equal 
num ber o f T eaching  Elders at the Spring Presbytery  m eeting . P resbytery  w ould  determ ine the m ethod o f 
selection o f  its C om m issioners w hether through a ro tational system  o r through an e lection  p rocess each  year.

A ttest: Paul H onom ich l. S tated  C lerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
13-45, III, 3 4 , p . 106

T hat O verture  14 (p. 46) from  C ovenant Presbytery  be referred  to  the p roper com m ittee  if  the Ad 
Interim  C o m m ittee 's  recom m endations on a representa tive  assem bly  are not approved by this assem bly.

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
13-3, p . 50

O verture 29: From  th e P resbytery  o f  C ovenant
The Presbytery o f C ovenant overtures that the Book o f  C hurch O rder  14-2 be am ended as follows:

T he G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent cou rt, shall m eet at least annually  upon its ow n 
adjournm ent, and shall consist o f Ruling and T eaching  Elders from  the various Sessions and P resbyteries 
o f the D enom ination  as set forth below .
1. Each congregation  shall be represented  by one T each ing  E lder o r R uling  E lder; this shall be 

alternated  year by year betw een T eaching and R uling Elders;
2. Any congregation  having m ore than 500  m em bers shall have an additional R uling  E lder for each

500 m em bers o r fraction thereof, but not to exceed  3 C om m issioners
3. Any congregation  not having a T eaching  E lder m ay send a R uling Elder;
4 . Any Presbytery  having a church o r churches w ithin its bounds having  m ore than 500 m em bers

shall select a num ber o f  Teaching Elders in addition  to those selected above in an equal num ber
to the total additional R uling Elders selected  in that Presbytery  in accordance w ith Paragraph 2
above;

5. Any Presbytery  having congregations w ith no T each ing  E lder shall select one T each ing  E lder 
for every  tw o R uling E lders selected  in Paragraph 3 above;

6. Each Presbytery shall establish  a ro tations system  for the churches w ithin its bounds to ensure 
an equal am ount o f  T eaching  and R uling E lder C om m issioners for that Presbytery ;

7. Each Presbytery shall be authorized  to choose one additional T eaching o r R uling E lder from  
w ithin the bounds o f the Presbytery to ensure an equal num ber o f  T eaching  and R uling E lder 
C om m issioners from the Presbytery;

8. All C om m issioners shall be chosen and their nam es and addresses subm itted  by the Presbytery  
to the Stated C lerk o f  the D enom ination at least tw o m onths p rior to the date  o f  each  G eneral 
A ssem bly;
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9. The expenses o f each C om m issioner should  be borne by his hom e chu rch , if  that church  is a 
m em ber o f  the D enom ination .

A ttest: Paul S. H onom ich l, S tated  C lerk

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.

13-45, III, 3 8 , p . 106

That O verture 29 (p. 50) be referred  to the p roper com m ittee  for study if  the A d In terim  c o m m ittee ’s 
recom m endations on a representative  assem bly  are not approved by this assem bly .

See 14-31, 2, p. 106.
T O  T H E  A D -IN T E R IM  C O M M IT T E E  O N  H E R O IC  M E A SU R E S  

12-10, II , B , p . 42

O verture 37: From  the P resbytery  o f  Illiana
W hereas, m edical/technological advancem ents have m ade possib le  the unpreceden ted  p ro longation  o f  life 
through “hero ic" m easures; and
W hereas, our m odem  A m erican society  presen ts  conflic ting  view s on the value o f  hum an life; and 
W hereas, Scripture c learly  p laces the pow er o f life and death  in ou r L o rd ’s hands and therefore  m akes life 
and death a sp iritual-theological issue; and
W hereas, great financial, socia l, em otiona l, m en ta l, and spiritual pressures are b rought to  b ear u pon fam ilies 
o f  patients undergoing  such “hero ic” m easures:
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the Illiana P resbytery  overture  the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  to  establish  
a com m ittee  to study such questions as “W hat constitu tes heroic m easu res? ,”  “ At w hat po in t do  m odem  
m edical approaches attem pt to usurp  the life/death authority  o f  G o d ? ,” “ W hen m ay C hristians properly 
refuse heroic attem pts to prolong life? ,” and to p rovide helpful Scriptural insight and d irection  fo r fam ilies 
finding them selves in this d ilem m a.

A ttest: T hom as W aldecker, S tated C lerk

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107.
12-31, III, 5 , p. 102

T hat O verture  37 , be answ ered  in the a ffirm ative and that such a study include D r. C . Everett K oop 
if  possible.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107. 
TO  T H E  A D -IN T E R IM  C O M M IT T E E  T O  ST U D Y  M A SO N R Y

13-65, III, 4 , p . 133

W hereas, several denom inations such as the O rthodox P resbyterian  C hurch , the R eform ed Presbyterian 
C hurch , the C hristian  R eform ed C hurch , and the L utheran C hurch M issouri Synod have all officially  declared  
Freem asonry as com pletely  incom patible w ith C hristian ity  and.
W hereas, these denom inations have noted that F reem asonry  denies m any h isto ric  C hristian  doctrines such 
as the inerrancy and sole sufficiency o f  the B ible , the B iblical view  o f  G o d 's  a ttribu tes, the ex istence o f  
the C hristian T rin ity , salvation  by grace a lone through Jesus C hrist, the deity  o f Jesus C hrist, the B iblical 
teaching  o f  a m an ’s sinful natu re , the personal ex istence o f  Satan , and
W hereas, M asonry teaches the universal bro therhood  o f m an and that all m ankind will be saved even tually , 
that a m an is saved by his ow n w orks, and that it (M asonry) also  is the one im m utable relig ion  upon w hich 
all o f  m ank ind ’s relig ions are bu ilt, including  C hristian ity , and
W hereas, it has been  noted that M asonry ’s secrecy and destructive  oa th s are con trary  to  Scrip ture; 
T herefore be it resolved  that the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presby terian  C hurch  in A m erica 
m eeting at St. L ou is, M issouri, appoint a study com m ittee  to thoroughly  research  M asonic teachings along 
w ith these allegations as noted above by o ther denom inations and bring  back  its recom m endations to  the 
Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly.
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T hat this Study C om m ittee  consist o f  four (4) m em bers, the convener to  be T E  John O tis , and that the 
rem aining  three be appoin ted  by the M oderator.
That funding  o f the Study C om m ittee on M asonry be set at a budget lim it o f  $ 4 ,0 0 0 , to be paid from  
specifically  designated  funds given to C O A .

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107 and 14-87, p. 189.

T O  T H E  A D -IN T E R IM  C O M M IT T E E  O N  N U C L E A R  W A R F A R E

12-36, III, 9 , p. 105

T hat, in answ er to overture  23 to the 1983 G eneral A ssem bly , this A ssem bly  direct C hristian  E ducation 
and Publications to  establish  a study com m ittee  to provide a report on the subject o f pastoral guidance 
regarding nuclear arm am ent and nuclear deterrence, and that the C om m ittee  be asked to  present to 
the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly any C hristian view points consistent w ith  reform ed theology.

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly, see 14-36, p. 107.
D. JUDICIAL CASES

Case # 1 :  C om plain t o f  K enneth L. G en try , Jr. et at. vs. C alvary  Presbytery  
C ase # 2 :  T E  V aughn E. H athaw ay, J r .,  et a t . ,  vs. G race Presbytery  
C ase # 3 :  C om plain t o f RE Henry D. K night, Jr. vs. Palm etto  Presbytery  
C ase # 4 :  A ppeal o f T E  Edw ard  A . Steele III vs. G reat Lakes Presbytery  
C ase # 5 :  A ppeal o f  RE D. K eith A bee et at. vs. Jam es R iver Presbytery 
C ase # 6 :  C om plain t o f  T E  C arl W . B ogue et a t. vs. A scension Presbytery 
C ase # 7 :  C om plain t o f  T E  W illiam  A. Shell vs. G reat Lakes Presbytery  
C ase # 8 :  C om plain t o f  T E  Eric D ye e t a t. vs. M issouri Presbytery

See 14-52, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 41, 61, p. 123ff.
E. PERSONAL RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED DURING THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY

Personal R esolu tion  # 1  to the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on Jud icia l B usinesss

W hereas, there are from  tim e to tim e changes w hich require an am endm ent o r suspension o f  the R ules o f 
G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas, it is a lm ost im possib le to am end the Rules o f  G eneral A ssem bly  because o f  the necessity  to  have 
a tw o th irds vote o f  the total enrollm ent o f com m issioners;
T h erefore, I m ove to am end the Rules o f  A ssem bly  O pera tions, X IV  as follows:

"T he Rules o f the G eneral A ssem bly m ay be am ended o r suspended only  by a tw o th irds vote o f  those 
voting w hich m ust a lso  be a m ajority o f  the total enro llm ent o f  com m issioners. A m otion  to am end 
is debatable . A m otion to suspend is not d eb a tab le .”

S igned,
T E  D onald  H . Post, J r .,  N ew  R iver 
June 24 , 1986

Answered in the affirmative, 14-52, 62, p. 131.
Personal R esolu tion  # 2  to th e C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on B ills and  O vertures

W hereas the PC U SA  has reaffirm ed their pro-abortion  stand last w eek at their G eneral A ssem bly;
A nd W hereas thousands o f innocent babies are being  killed  daily;
A nd W hereas the 6th and 8th PCA  G eneral A ssem blies affirm ed ou r p ro -life , an ti-abortion  stand; 
T herefore be it resolved  this G eneral A ssem bly  reaffirm  o u r pro-life and anti-abortion  stand.

S igned,
L indsey Sam pson

See 14-85, 111, 2 , p .  187.
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14-5 Election of Moderator.
M oderato r C hew ning  opened  the floo r fo r nom inations to  the o ffice  o f  m oderator. 

T E s Frank M . B arker, J r . ,  J .L . (J im m y) L yons, and M orton  H. Sm ith  w ere nom inated . 
T E  Frank B arker w as e lec ted  on the first ba llo t. H e w as escorted  fo rw ard  and  assum ed 
the chair.

14-6 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
T E  R. L aird  H arris led  in p ray er and  presen ted  a partia l report o f  the C om m ittee . 

R ecom m endation  1 w as hand led  at this tim e. See 14-85, p . 186 for the en tire  report.

14-7 Presentation to Retiring Moderator.
T E  W illiam  A. F ox , C hairm an  o f  the C om m ittee  on  A dm in istra tion , p resen ted  a 

p laque and gavel to  R etiring  M odera to r R ichard  C . C hew ning  in apprecia tion  o f  his 
year o f  service.

14-8 Discussion of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.
O n m otion the A ssem bly  voted  to reso lve  itse lf in to  a “quasi com m ittee  o f  the 

w ho le” until 5 :00  p .m .,  to  hear and d iscuss the repo rt o f  the Ad Interim C om m ittee  
to Study and M ake R ecom m endations as to  S tructu re  and P rocedu re , w ith  no m otion 
to am end  o r vote in o rder, and w ith tim e allo tted  to  each  issue as fo llow s: 35 m inu tes , 
Ph ilosophical and T heo log ical B asis o f  PC A  S tructure; 25 m inu tes , R epresen ta tive  
A ssem bly ; 25 m inu tes , Jud icial B usiness P rocedure.

R E R obert E berst, chairm an  o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m iss ioners  on Jud ic ia l B us
iness, p resen ted  a partial repo rt for in fo rm ation , item s # 2 1  and 51 . (See 14-52, p. 
126, 129 fo r the tex t.)

RE Julian  H . D av is, chairm an  o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on A dm in istra 
tion , p resen ted  a partial report fo r inform ation :

Recommendations:
8. T hat O vertu re  17, p . 4 2 , be answ ered  in the a ffirm ative , w ith the deletion  

from  the “th e re fo re” section  o f  all w ords fo llow ing  “ .. .confessional s tandards;”
9. T hat O vertu re 20 , p . 4 2 , be ca lled  to  the atten tion  o f  the A ssem bly  during 

the d iscussion  as a com m ittee  o f  the w hole.
(P resen ted  for in fo rm ation , no action  tak en .)

T he tim e fo r conclud ing  the d iscussion  as a com m ittee  o f  the w hole w as 
ex tended  to  5:15 p .m .,  the beg inn ing  tim e hav ing  been de layed  by the partial 
reports o f  the tw o com m ittees o f  com m issioners. T E  R. L aird  H arris assum ed  the 
cha ir at the M o d era to r’s request. R E  W . Jack  W illiam son , chairm an  o f  the Ad 
Interim C om m ittee , reported  for the C om m ittee . D iscussion  con tinued  until 5:15 
p .m ., w hen the com m ittee  o f  the w hole vo ted  to  rise.

14-9 Recording and Assistant Clerks and Parliamentarians.
T he S tated  C lerk  nom inated  T E  L arry  E . B all and  T E  Frank  D . M oser as record ing  

c le rk s, RE W alter L astov ica  as tim ing c le rk , and T E  H enry S. Schum  as an assistan t 
c lerk . T hey  w ere e lec ted . T he fo llow ing  assistan t (floor) c lerks nom inated  by their 
respective p resby teries w ere a lso  elec ted:

Frank E. Sm ith  M ichael C raig  D avid  D ively
D onald  W ard  G ene H ayes A ndy Philips
B rad C am per C harles T u rn er Frank J. Sm ith
M orse U p D eG raff Jam es Sm ith  Jam es S ing leton
E ddie S pencer S tephen  S tou t Jam es S nyder

T he M odera to r appo in ted  T E  V aughn E . H athaw ay , Jr. and R E W . Jack W illiam son  
assistan t parliam en tarians.
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14-10 Committee on Thanks.
T he M odera to r appo in ted  T E  M orse D . U pD eG raff, T E  W illiam  A. F itzhenry , 

and R E T hom as Jam es as the C om m ittee  on T hanks.
14-11 Evening Session.

O n m otion the A ssem bly  vo ted  to  reconvene fo r business fo llow ing  the special 
even ing  service and presen ta tion  o f  the M ission  to  N orth  A m erica  C om m ittee .

14-12 Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
R E Ju lian  H . D avis, cha irm an , p resen ted  a partial report o f  the C om m ittee .

Recommendation:
2. T hat TE  G eorge Fu ller, p residen t o f  W estm inste r T heo log ica l Sem inary  be 

allow ed  to  address the F ourteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  fo r five m inutes at a 
conven ien t tim e. (See 14-29, p . 106.) Adopted

14-13 Recess.
T he order o f  the day  hav ing  arrived , the A ssem bly  recessed  w ith p rayer by the 

m odera to r at 5:35 p .m .

14-14 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 10:10 p . m . w ith  p rayer by T E  F rederick  C . F ow ler I I I .

14-15 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
R E R obert E berst, chairm an , p resen ted  a partial report o f  the C om m ittee . R ecom 

m endations 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 4 0 , 41 and 61 dealing  w ith  jud ic ia l com m issions (see 14-52, 
p. 122, for the tex t as adopted) w ere hand led  at th is tim e.

14-16 Report of Stated Clerk - New Churches Added.
T E  M orton  H . S m ith , S tated  C lerk , p resen ted  h is report. T he fo llow ing  list o f  

churches o rgan ized  o r received  since the last G eneral A ssem bly  w as read  to the 
A ssem bly . T E  Joseph  A. P ipa, Jr. led in p rayer o f  thanksg iv ing  fo r these churches.

Presb ytery/C h urch  A ddress D a teR ec . Sou rce

MINUTES— MONDAY EVENING
June 23, 1986

Second Session

C alvary

Bullock C reek 
C lem son 
H eritage 
L iberty Springs 
Rock Bridge

S haron. SC 
C lem son , SC

C ro s sH ill.S C  
C lin ton , SC

S im psonville , SC
04-85
05-86

10-85
11-17-85 
06-15-86

O rganized
O rganized
PC U SA
PC U SA

PC U SA

C entral C arolina

First E llerbe, NC 10-26-85 PC U SA
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P resb ytery/C h urch

C entral Florida

C hrist
C oquina
N orthshore

A ddress

Jacksonville , FL 
O rm ond B each, FL 
Jacksonville , FL

D ate R ec.

05-18-86
10-06-85
0 1 - 2 1 -8 6

Source

O rgan ized
O rgan ized
PC U SA

C entral G eorgia

A m ericus
Friendship
Trinity

A m ericus, GA  
M illedgev ille , GA  
E lberton , GA

10-20-85
10-27-85
1 1-10-85

O rgan ized
O rgan ized
O rganized

C ovenant

C ollege Hill 
W estm inster

O xford , MS 
G reenw ood , MS

10-10-85
11-12-85

PC U SA
Independent

D elm arva

C hesapeake 
H eritage 
Reform ed PC o f

D unkirk , M D 
W arren ton , VA 
B ow ie, M D

04-06-86
06-22-86
10-06-85

O rgan ized
O rganized
O rganized

Eastern C anada

G race and Peace Scarborough , O nt. 06-23-85 O rganized

Evangel

First
Frontier
G race Fellow ship

R ussellv ille , AL 
B irm ingham , AL 
A lbertv ille , AL

02-09-86
12-01-85
04-27-86

PCU SA
O rganized
O rganized

G ulf C oast

C ornerstone
First
G race Fellow ship

T allahassee, FL 
Panam a C ity , FL 
G u lf Shores, AL

04-06-86
06-04-85
07-21-85

O rganized
PC U SA
O rganized

Uliana

Im m anuel RP B elleville, IL 04-06-86 O rganized

Jam es R iver

C ovenant M t. C raw ford , VA 09-09-85 O rganized

Korean Eastern

K orean C anaan 
K orean C entral 
K orean PC o f  S. NY 
K orean PC o f  W ash.

F lushing , NY 
M cL ean, VA 
W oodside , NY 
B urke, VA

05-12-86
06-19-85 
11-18-85 
02-13-86

Kor. PC in E . USA 
Independent 
O rganized  
Kor. PC in U SA

K orean Southw est 

K orean G lory C upertino , CA 10-15-85 Independent
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P resb ytery/C h urch
New Jersey

C ovenant

N orth G eorgia 

W estm inster

N ortheast

G race
G race

N orthern Illinois 

C ovenant

Pacific

C hrist C om m unity

Philadelphia

C hrist
Faith
First K orean 

Siouxlands

Trinity

South Texas 

C ovenant

W estm inster

P rinceton

A ddress

Short H ills, NJ

A tlanta, GA

B rain tree , M A 
L aconia , NH

M acom b, IL

W alnut C reek , CA

N orristow n, PA 
H olland, PA 
C am p H ill, PA

R ochester, M N

B eaum ont, TX

Johnson C ity , TN

Date R ec.

09-29-85

07-20-85

11-03-85
11-17-85

11-24-85

06-09-85

04-13-86
11-03-85
09-14-85

11-17-85

10-27-85

10-19-85

Sou rce

O rgan ized

Independent

O rganized
O rganized

O rganized

O rganized

O rganized
O rganized
Independent

O rganized

O rganized

PC U SA

14-17 Recess.
O n m otion the A ssem bly  voted  to  recess and  w as led in p rayer by T E  K. Eric 

Perrin  at 10:40 p .m .

MINUTES— TUESDAY MORNING 

Third Session
June 24, 1986

14-18 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 8:15 a .m . w ith  the sing ing  o f  “ Praise Y e the L ord , 

the A lm igh ty” and p rayer by T E  Jim m y L yons.

14-19 Report of Stated Clerk, Continued.
T E  M orton  H. Sm ith con tinued  his report, read ing  the nam es o f  deceased  m in isters 

since the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  as fo llow s: W illiam  S. Porter, C entral F lorida 
(8 -26-85); W illiam  M clllw aine , G u lf  C oast (11-30-85); and W illiam  Earl Johnson , 
G u lf  C oast (2-19-86).
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He then p resen ted  the p roposed  am endm ents to  the Book o f Church Order sent 
dow n to the p resby teries by the T h irteen th  G enera l A ssem bly . A ctions w ere taken  as 
follow s:

Item  I : That B C O  P reface II ( I ) be am ended to read:
"G od  alone is Lord o f the conscience and has left it free from  any doctrines o r com m andm ent 

o f  men (1) w hich are in any respect contrary  to the W ord o f  G od , o r (2) w hich , in regard to 
m atters o f  faith and w orship , are not governed by the W ord o f  G o d .” A dop ted

Yes N o A bstention

1. A SC EN SIO N 41 10 2
2. C A LV A R Y 69 0 0

3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 45 0 1

4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 44 1 4

5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 4 54 3

6. C O V E N A N T 48 0 0

7. D EL M A R V A 59 0 10

8. E A STER N  C A N A D A 12 0 4

9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 11 1 2

10. EV A N G EL 28 0 0

II . G R A C E 58 0 2

12. G R E A T  LA K ES 34 1 5

13. G U L F C O A S T 36 2 0

14. ILLIA N A 11 0 1

15. JA M E S R IV ER 0 36 0

16. K O RE A N  EA STER N 16 0 0

17. K O RE A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 15 5 4

19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LL EY 75 1 0

20. M ISSO U R I 23 5 7

21. N EW  JER SEY 26 0 4

22. N EW  R IV ER 23 1 1

23. N O RTH  G E O R G IA 41 2 1
24. N O RTH  TE X A S 18 1 2

25. N O R T H E A ST 29 0 1
26. N O R T H ER N  ILLIN O IS 15 1 0
27. O K L A H O M A 16 0 0
28. PA C IFIC 12 0 1
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 17 0 0
30. PA L M E TTO 65 0 2
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 25 0 4
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. SO U TH  TE X A S 6 1 3
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 25 2 2
35. SO U TH E R N  FL O R ID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 36 0 3
37. T E N N E S S E E  V A LLEY 12 28 ->

38. W A RR IO R 22 0 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 31 0 1
40. W EST M IN STE R 29 11 1

For: .16 A gainst: 3

C le rk 's  N ote: O verture  32 w as read to the A ssem bly at this tim e. See 14-52, R ecom m endation  53 , p. 129.
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Item  2: That BC O  8-3 be am ended by inserting  a new  sentence five , a fter the w ords " . . .  ch ild ren  o f
the C h u rch ."  to read:

"T hey should set a w orthy exam ple to the flock entrusted  to their care  by their zeal to
evangelize  the unconverted  and m ake d isc ip les .”

That BC O  12-5 be am ended by inserting the follow ing phrase a fte r the w ords " . . .  prom ote
W orld  m issions;":

“ to prom ote obedience to the G reat C om m ission  in its to tality  at hom e and abroad ;"
A dap ted

Yes No A bstention
1. A SC EN SIO N 49 0 1
2. CA LV A R Y 57 0 0
3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 44 0 2
4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 39 6 3
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 59 0 1
6. C O V E N A N T 52 1 0
7. D EL M A R V A 22 48 1
8. E A STER N  C A N A D A 12 3 3
9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 12 0 2

10. E V A N G EL 28 0 0
I I . G R A C E 55 3 2
12. G R E A T L A K E S 34 3 3
13. G U L F C O A S T 29 6 0
14. IL LIA N A 12 0 1
15. JA M E S RIVER 20 5 12
16. K O RE A N  EA STER N 16 0 0
17. K O RE A N  SO U TH W EST
18. LO U ISIA N A 24 0 1
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 70 1 0
20. M ISSO U R I 34 0 1
21. N EW  JER SEY 29 0 2
22. N EW  R IV ER 24 0 1
23. N O R T H G E O R G IA 43 0 1
24. N O R T H T E X A S 15 3 2

25. N O R T H E A ST 27 3 1
26. N O R T H ER N  ILLIN O IS 16 0 0
27. O K L A H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 14 0 0
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 16 0 1
30. PA L M E TTO 64 0 0
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 18 5 6
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. S O U T H T E X A S 5 2 3
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 32 0 0
35. SO U TH E R N  FLO R ID A 65 0 0
36. SO U TH W EST 34 0 4
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LLEY 39 0 2

38. W A RR IO R 21 1 0
39. W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A 32 0 0
40. W EST M IN STE R 44 0 0

For: 38 A gainst: 1
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Item  3: That BC O  13-10 be am ended by strik ing  "the  condition  and progress o f  re lig ion  w ith in  its
bounds during  the year; and" A d o p ted

Y es N o A bstention

1. A SC EN SIO N 47 0 4

2. CA LV A R Y 58 0 0

3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 45 0 0

4. C E N T R A L  FLO RID A 49 0 2

5. C E N T R A L  G E O R G IA 59 2 2

6 . C O V E N A N T 51 1 0

7. D EL M A R V A 63 7 8

8 . EA STER N  C A N A D A 14 2 0

9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 11 2 1

10. E V A N G EL 27 1 0

11. G R A C E 46 10 4

12. G R E A T L A K E S 31 2 7

13. G U L F C O A S T 5 30 1
14. IL LIA N A 12 0 1
15. JA M ES R IV ER 0 31 1

16. K O R E A N  EA STER N 16 0 0

17. K O R E A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 23 0 1
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LL EY 68 5 2

20. M ISSO U R I 30 7 1
21. N EW  JER SEY 23 4 5

22. N EW  RIV ER 23 1 1
23. N O RT H  G E O R G IA 34 6 4

24. N O RTH  TE X A S 10 0 7

25. N O R T H E A ST 27 2 1

26. N O R T H ER N  ILLIN O IS 16 0 0

27. O K L A H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 6 3 5

29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 15 0 2

30. PA L M E TTO 27 35 5

31. PH IL A D E L PH IA 27 0 2

32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0

33. S O U T H T E X A S 2 6 2

34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 7 30 0

35. SO U T H E R N  FL O R ID A 15 40 0

36. S O U T H W E S T 36 3 1

37. T E N N E S S E E  V A LL EY 40 0 0

38. W A R R IO R 24 0 0

39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 23 6 1
40. W EST M IN STE R 43 2 0

For; 32 A gainst: 7
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Item  4: That a new  paragraph to be num bered  14-7 be added to chap ter 14 o f the B C O ,  and that the
present paragraph 14-7 be renum bered  14-8. The new paragraph is to  read as follows:

“ A ctions o f the Genera] A ssem bly  pursuant to  the p rovisions o f  B C O  14-6 such as 
deliverances, reso lu tions, overtu res, and jud icia l decisions are to be given  due and serious 
consideration  by the C hurch and its low er courts when deliberating  m atters re la ted  to such 
action . Judicial decisions shall be binding  and conclusive on the parties w ho are d irectly  
involved in the m atter being  ad jud icated , and m ay be appealed  to in subsequent sim ilar 
cases as to any principle w hich m ay have been decided . (See B CO  3-5 , 3 -6 , and W C F  31 :3 .)" ;

A d op ted

Yes No A bstention
1. A SC EN SIO N 49 3 0
2. C A LV A R Y 48 11 0
3. C E N T R A L C A R O L IN A 41 1 4
4. C E N T R A L  FLO RID A 16 28 7
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 59 3 1
6. C O V E N A N T 43 2 0
7. D E L M A R V A 77 2 1
8. E A S T E R N  C A N A D A 14 2 0
9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 9 2 4

10. E V A N G E L 28 1 0
11. G R A C E 57 2 0
12. G R E A T L A K E S 29 5 6
13. G U L F C O A S T 7 28 2
14. IL LIA N A 2 8 2
15. JA M E S R IV ER 1 32 3
16. K O R E A N  E A STER N 16 0 1
17. K O R E A N  S O U T H W E S T
18. L O U ISIA N A 7 17 0
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 70 4 0
20. M ISSO U R I 37 1 0
21. N EW  JER SEY 26 4 2
22. N EW  R IV ER 24 0 1
23. N O R T H G E O R G IA 28 12 4
24. N O R T H T E X A S 9 3 9
25. N O R T H E A ST 17 13 2
26. N O R T H E R N  ILLIN O IS 15 0 1
27. O K L A H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 10 1 4
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 15 0 3
30. PA L M E T T O 59 4 7
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 1 17 11
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. SO U TH  T E X A S 2 6 2
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 27 0 0
35. SO U T H E R N  FLO RIDA 59 3 3
36. SO U T H W E S T 34 1 6
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LL EY 11 30 2
38. W A R R IO R 23 0 1
39. W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A 31 0 1
40. W E ST M IN ST E R 42 0 2

For: 31 A gainst: 8
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Item  5: That BC O  19-7 be am ended by dele ting  "and  this in ternship  should norm ally  occu r in the
presbytery in w hich he is expected  to be o rd a in ed ."  A dop ted

Y es N o A bstention
1. A SC EN SIO N 50 0 1
2. C A LV A R Y 58 0 0

3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 45 1 0
4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 44 0 3

5. C E N T R A L  G EO R G IA 55 5 0
6. C O V E N A N T 51 0 0

7. D EL M A R V A 38 34 8
8. E A S T E R N  C A N A D A 14 2 0

9. E A S T E R N  C A R O L IN A 12 1 2

10. EV A N G E L 28 0 0
11. G R A C E 5 1 1

12. G R E A T L A K E S 29 5 6
13. G U L F C O A S T 23 0 3
14. ILLIA N A 10 0 I
15. JA M E S RIV ER 23 4 7
16. K O R E A N  E A STER N 16 0 0
17. K O R E A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. L O U ISIA N A 8 15 0

19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LL EY 56 11 1
20. M ISSO U R I 35 2 2

21. N EW  JER SEY 30 0 2

22. N EW  R IV ER 19 3 3
23. N O R T H  G E O R G IA 39 4 1
24. N O R T H T E X A S 18 1 2
25. N O R T H E A ST 20 9 2
26 N O R T H E R N  ILLIN O IS 15 0 1
27. O K L A H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 11 3 1
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 17 0 1
30. PA L M E TTO 67 1 0

31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 27 4 2
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. SO U TH  TE X A S 8 0 2
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 29 0 0
35. SO U T H E R N  FLO RID A 64 I 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 33 7 3
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LL EY 37 4 6
38. W A RR IO R 22 1 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 26 6 0
40. W EST M IN STE R 29 10 4

For: 37 A gainst: 2
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Item  6: That B C O  19-11 be am ended by dele ting  the last sentence o f  current 19-11 ("In  such cases,
the intem  shall also  transfer his candidacy and should be licensed by his new Presbytery  ") 
and by adding the follow ing new paragraph:

"W hen G od g ives the intem  the providential opportunity  to serve the church and to 
receive part o f his training w ithin the bounds o f a p resbytery  o ther than the one in w hich 
he has been declared  an in tem , the presbyteries involved may develop  a cooperative  ag ree
m ent to assure the p roper train ing  o f  the in tem . In such cases the hom e presbytery  retains 
the final responsibility  for and authority  over the in ternship , but m ay rely to any extent 
considered  necessary and p roper in the c ircum stances, on the assistance o f  the sister p resby
tery. W hen regu lar preaching  o f the W ord is involved, care  m ust be taken to com ply  with 
B C O  19-1.” A dopted

Yes No A bstention
1. A SC EN SIO N 46 0 1
2. CA LV A R Y 58 0 0
3. C E N T R A L C A R O L IN A 44 0 1
4. C E N T R A L  FLO R ID A 47 0 1
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 56 2 0
6. C O V E N A N T 47 1 0
7. D EL M A R V A 65 4 5
8. E A STER N  C A N A D A 14 0 2
9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 12 0 2

10. E V A N G EL 28 0 0
11. G R A C E 57 2 1
12. G R E A T L A K E S 34 2 4
13. G U L F C O A S T 26 9 3
14. IL LIA N A 11 0 1
15. JA M E S R IV ER 26 2 8
16. K O RE A N  EA STER N 16 0 0
17. K O R E A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 10 13 0
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 74 0 1
20. M ISSO U R I 37 0 3
21. N EW  JER SEY 30 0 2
22. N EW  R IV ER 25 0 0
23. N O RT H  G EO R G IA 41 0 3
24. N O RT H  T E X A S 14 1 5
25. N O R T H E A ST 27 3 1
26. N O R T H E R N  ILLIN O IS 15 0 1
27. O K LA H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 13 2 0
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 18 0 0
30. PA L M E TTO 6 56 6
31. PH IL A D E L PH IA 27 2 3
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. S O U T H T E X A S 5 2 3
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 31 0 0
35. SO U T H E R N  FL O R ID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 45 0 0
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LLEY 49 0 0
38. W A R R IO R 24 0 0
39. W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A 32 0 0
40. W E ST M IN ST E R 39 2 2

For: 36 A gainst: 3
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Item 7: That a new  B C O 19-16  regarding  in ternship  equ ivalency  be adop ted  and the rem ain ing  paragraphs
be renum bered. T he new paragraph 19-16 shall read:

"W here circum stances w arran t, a presbytery m ay approve p revious experience w hich 
is equ ivalen t to in ternship . T his equivalency shall be decided  by a th ree/fourths vote o f 
p resbytery  at any o f its regu lar m eetings. Such equ iva len t experience shall be decided  only 
a fter the p resb y tery 's  internship  com m ittee  has determ ined and reported  that the candidate 
has m et the fo llow ing requirem ents:
a) he has had at least one year o f experience in com parable  m inistry ;
b) he has satisfactorily  perfo rm ed  the full scope o f  m inisterial duties;
c) he has the m anifest approbation  o f G o d 's  people in a local church  as having the requisite  

gifts for the pastoral m in istry ."
T hat BC O  18-2 paragraph 3 line 6 be am ended by chang ing  ''m u s t” to "m a y ."  (“ A n applicant 
for internship  is obliged  to  be under care and m ay  be licensed to preach the G ospel;");
That BC O  19-8 line I be am ended by the addition o f  “m ay be" before  “a lic e n tia te "  (“ An 
applicant for internship  m ust be a candidate and m ay be  a lic e n tia te ... ." ) . A dop ted

Yes No A bstention

1, A SC EN SIO N 49 0 0
2 C A LV A R Y 36 18 0

3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 40 2 3
4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 44 2 1
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 56 5 0
6. C O V E N A N T 50 0 0
7. D EL M A R V A 19 52 8
8. EA STER N  C A N A D A 13 3 0
9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 12 0 3

10. E V A N G EL 27 1 0

II . G R A C E 43 14 3
12. G R E A T L A K E S 28 2 0
13. G U L F C O A S T 31 5 2

14. ILLIA N A 11 0 1
13. JA M E S RIV ER 23 3 5
16. KO REA N  EA STER N 16 0 0
17. KO REA N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 17 5 1
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 46 27 3
20. M ISSO U R I 35 0 5

21. NEW  JER SEY 31 1 0
22 NEW  RIVER 25 0 0
23. N O R T H G E O R G IA 28 14 2
24. N O R T H T E X A S 13 1 7
25. N O R T H E A ST 10 21 I
26. N O R T H ER N  1LLINOS 15 1 0
27. O K L A H O M A 14 2

28. PA C IFIC 12 1 2
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 18 0 0
30. PA L M E TTO 64 0 4
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 29 0
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. SO U TH  TE X A S 8 0 2
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 32 1 0
35. SO U TH E R N  FL O RID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 37 1 3
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LL EY 48 0 0
38. W A R R IO R 24 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 32 0 0
40. W E ST M IN ST E R 41 1 0

For 37 A gainst 2
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Item 8: That BC O  20 be am ended by adding:
BC O  20-12

“ A candidate o r licentiate found fit and called (in accordance w ith B C O  20-1) for 
m issionary  service by a m issionary  agency o r p resbytery  shall be exam ined  by presbytery 
for o rd ination  If approved the presbytery shall p roceed to his o rd in a tio n ."

BC O  20-13
"A  m issionary candidate w ho is an ordained T eaching E lder in ano ther denom ination  

found fit and called (in accordance w ith B C O  20-1) for m issionary  serv ice by a m issionary 
agency o r p resbytery  shall be exam ined by presbytery for adm ission  to presbytery  in 
accordance with B CO 13-6. If approved he shall be enrolled  as a m em ber o f  p resby tery ."

A d op ted

Yes No A bstention
1. A SC EN SIO N 45 0 4
2. C A LV A R Y 52 0 0
3. C E N T R A L C A R O L IN A 42 1 2
4. C E N T R A L  FLO RID A 45 0 1
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 58 3 0
6. C O V E N A N T 45 0 0
7. D EL M A R V A 57 0 0
8. EA STER N  C A N A D A 16 0 0
9. EA STER N  C A R O L IN A 13 0 1

10. E V A N G E L 28 0 0
11. G R A C E 53 5 3
12. G R E A T L A K E S 35 0 5
13. G U L F C O A S T 25 4 6
14. IL LIA N A 10 0 1
15. JA M E S RIVER 27 0 8
16. K O RE A N  EA STER N 16 0 0
17. K O RE A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 19 1 1
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 70 0 8
20. M ISSO U R I 33 5 2
21. N EW  JER SEY 29 0 3
22. N EW  R IV ER 24 0 1
23. N O RT H  G E O R G IA 39 4 1
24. N O RTH  TEX A S 15 0 6
25. N O R T H E A ST 6 18 6
26. N O R T H ER N  ILLIN O IS 16 0 0
27. O K LA H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 8 4 3
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 18 0 0
30. PA L M E T T O 66 2 2
31. PH IL A D E L PH IA 31 0 1
32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. SO U T H T E X A S 6 0 4
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 34 0 0
35. SO U TH E R N  FLO RID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 8 29 4
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LLEY 47 0 2
38. W A RR IO R 0 25 0
39. W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A 32 0 0
40. W EST M IN STE R 39 2 2

For: 36 A gainst: 3
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Item  9: T hat B C O  21-4 be am ended by inserting  in the second paragraph after the w ords " the  S acra
m en ts ,"  the w ords “C hurch  H istory and the history  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica ."

A d op ted

Yes No A bstention

1. A SC EN SIO N 39 8 3

2. C A LV A R Y 35 18 0

3. C E N T R A L C A R O L IN A 44 1 0

4. C E N T R A L  FL O RID A 4 41 2

5. C E N T R A L  G E O R G IA 10 52 0

6. C O V E N A N T 39 6 0

7. D EL M A R V A 45 18 2

8. E A STER N  C A N A D A 15 0 1

9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 3 11 0

10. E V A N G E L 16 15 0

I I . G R A C E 14 42 4

12. G R E A T L A K E S 29 12 0

13. G U L F C O A S T 9 28 0

14. IL LIA N A 11 0 1

15. JA M E S R IV ER 15 19 1

16. K O R E A N  E A STER N 16 0 0

17. K O R E A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. L O U ISIA N A 6 17 0

19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 36 32 1

20. M ISSO U R I 37 0 3

21. N EW  JER SEY 30 0 2

22. N EW  RIV ER 19 6 0

23. N O RTH  G E O R G IA 18 26 0

24. N O R T H T E X A S 16 0 5
25. N O R T H E A ST 28 1 2
26. N O R T H ER N  IL LIN O IS 6 6 4

27. O K L A H O M A 16 0 0
28. PA C IFIC 13 1 1
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 16 0 0
30. PA L M E T T O 8 58 3
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 30 1 0
32. SIO U X L A N D S 18 2 2
33. SO U TH  T E X A S 6 2 2
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 29 4 0
35. SO U T H E R N  FL O R ID A 11 53 I
36. S O U T H W E S T 36 5 2
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LLEY 43 3 0
38. W A RR IO R 20 5 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 5 25 2
40. W EST M IN STE R 24 20 0

For: 27 A gainst: 12
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Item  10: T hat the th ird sentence from  the bottom  o f  B C O  24-1 be am ended  by  chang ing  the w ord “on ”
to “before” so that it w ill read: “The session  shall exam ine those nom inated  and then report 
to  the congregation  before  e lection  day  those elig ib le  fo r e le c tio n .” A dop ted

Yes N o A bstention
1. A SC E N SIO N 49 0 0
2. C A L V A R Y 42 10 0
3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 45 0 0
4. C E N T R A L  FL O R ID A 43 1 3
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 52 0 2
6. C O V E N A N T 41 0 2
7. D E L M A R V A 37 23 2
8. E A S T E R N  C A N A D A 15 1 0
9. E A S T E R N  C A R O L IN A 12 2 1

10. E V A N G E L 30 0 0
11. G R A C E 60 0 0
12. G R E A T L A K E S 38 0 3
13. G U L F C O A S T 29 8 1
14. IL L IA N A 11 0 1
15. JA M E S R IV ER 27 3 6
16. K O R E A N  E A S T E R N 16 0 0
17. K O R E A N  S O U T H W E S T
18. L O U IS IA N A 21 2 0
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A L L E Y 64 9 3
20. M ISSO U R I 39 0 1
21. N EW  JE R SE Y 26 4 2
22. N E W  R IV ER 24 0 1
23. N O R T H  G E O R G IA 42 1 1
24. N O R T H T E X A S 21 0 0
25. N O R T H E A ST 27 1 2
26. N O R T H E R N  IL LIN O IS 15 1 0
27. O K L A H O M A 13 2 0
28. PA C IFIC 11 3 0
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 17 0 0
30. P A L M E T T O 67 0 1
31. P H IL A D E L P H IA 33 0 0
32. S IO U X L A N D S 22 0 0
33. SO U TH  TE X A S 6 1 3
34. SO U T H E A ST  A L A B A M A 33 0 0
35. S O U T H E R N  FL O R ID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 40 2 1
37. T E N N E S S E E  V A LL EY 43 1 2
38. W A R R IO R 24 0 0
39. W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A 31 0 1
40. W E ST M IN ST E R 42 0 0

For: 39 A gainst: 0
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Item  11: That B C O  38-2  be stricken. A d op ted

Y es N o  A bstention
I. A SC E N SIO N 52 0 0

2. C A L V A R Y 45 2 1

3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 46 0 0

4. C E N T R A L  FL O R ID A 20 14 12

5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 24 29 4

6. C O V E N A N T 27 3 4

7. D E L M A R V A 52 2 5
8. E A S T E R N  C A N A D A 1 12 3
9. E A S T E R N  C A R O L IN A 11 3 1

10. E V A N G E L 1 28 1

11. G R A C E 54 4 2

12. G R E A T  LA K ES 35 0 6

13. G U L F C O A S T 15 19 1

14. IL LIA N A 11 0 1

15. JA M E S R IV ER 19 2 11

16. K O R E A N  E A STER N 16 0 0

17. K O R E A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 20 2 1

19. M ISSISSIPPI V A L L E Y 66 4 3

20. M ISSO U R I 26 5 8
21. N EW  JE R SE Y 31 0 2

22. N EW  R IV ER 17 3 5
23. N O R T H  G E O R G IA 32 5 7

24. N O R T H T E X A S 11 0 11

25. N O R T H E A ST 32 0 1

26. N O R T H E R N  IL LIN O IS 16 0 0

27. O K L A H O M A 15 0 1

28. PA C IFIC 15 0 0
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 17 0 0
30. PA L M E T T O 3 40 30

31. P H IL A D E L P H IA 19 5 7

32. SIO U X L A N D S 25 3 0

33. S O U T H T E X A S 8 0 2
34. S O U T H E A ST  A L A B A M A 24 5 0

35. SO U T H E R N F L O R ID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 36 3 7

37. T E N N E S S E E  V A LL EY 46 0 3
38. W A R R IO R 23 0 0

39. W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A 31 0 1
40. W E ST M IN ST E R 11 21 8

For: 31 A gainst: 8
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Item  12: That the fo llow ing pream ble be adopted  as an am endm ent to the BC O  rep lacing  the “T em porary
Statem ent A dopted  by the Third G eneral A ssem bly" presently  at the beginning  o f the D irectory  

f o r  W orship, thereby clarify ing  the constitu tional status o f  the D irec tory  f o r  W orship. (This 
am endm ent, if adop ted , w ould have the effect o f revoking the special status o f  chapters 56 , 
57 , and 58 , and placing them  under the term s o f the new  P ream ble .)

"G od  has called us to special tim es w hen we w orship  as a congregation  o f  the church 
o f  C hrist, indiv idually , and w ith ou r fam ilies. T o  aid us in this w orsh ip , to insure Scriptural 
integrity  for our w orship , and to prom ote  orderliness w ithin the chu rch , this D irec tory  fo r  
W orship  is provided.

“The D irectory  f o r  W orship  is a part o f the C onstitu tion  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica. It is the conviction  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  that it is ag reeable to 
the W ord o f G od. T herefore, it should be received  as the m ind o f the church  and it m ust 
be taken seriously as the application  in substance o f B iblical princip les o f  w orship . H ow ever, 
as the third ordination vow  for teaching  e lders and ruling e lders/deacons does not include 
subscription to the D irectory  fo r  W orship  (only to form  o f  g overnm ent and d iscip line), and 
being zealous not to b ind the church  to  liturgical form s, the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
has not given to the D irectory  f o r  W orship  in its entirety  the force o f  church  law.

"Y et for the sake o f uniform ity  and o f  our w itness before G od  and the w orld the 
instructions o f  certain  parts o f  the D irectory  f o r  W orship  are obligatory  though there is 
liberty as to the precise language used. T hese are: (1) the questions adm in istered  at the 
baptism  o f  ch ild ren , (2) the questions adm inistered  for com m unican t m em bers, (3) in the 
fencing  o f the L o rd 's  T ab le , and (4) the o ffering  o f  p rayer in the public w orship  in the 
language o f  the peop le .”

N ot approved  by su ffic ien t num ber o f  presby teries.

Presbytery  votes on next page.
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Y es N o A bstention

1. A SC EN SIO N 31 22 5

2. C A LV A R Y 43 0 2

3. C E N T R A L C A R O L IN A 41 1 4

4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 44 15 6

5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 6 47 4

6 . C O V E N A N T 27 9 1

7. D EL M A R V A 29 30 5

8. EA STER N  C A N A D A 6 8 2

9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 14 0 1

10. E V A N G EL 22 3 0

11. G R A C E 0 58 3

12. G R E A T L A K E S 8 25 8

13. G U L F C O A S T 9 15 14

14. IL LIA N A 9 1 2

15. JA M ES R IV ER 24 6 6

16. K O RE A N  EA STER N 16 0 0

17. K O R E A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 17 2 1
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LL EY 74 0 0
20. M ISSO U R I 36 4 I

21. N EW  JER SEY 4 24 4

22. N EW  R IV ER 22 2 1
23. N O RTH  G E O R G IA 17 26 1
24. N O R T H T E X A S 16 5 2

25. N O R T H E A ST 11 20 2

26. N O R T H ER N  ILLIN O IS 0 16 1

27. O K LA H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 12 1 2
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 14 2 1
30. PA L M E TTO 6 56 8

31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 37 0 0

32. SIO U X L A N D S 22 0 0

33. SO U T H T E X A S 2 6 2
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A 2 35 0

35. SO U TH E R N  FLO RID A 65 0 0
36. SO U T H W E S T 43 1 2
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LLEY 45 4 1
38. W A R R IO R 25 0 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 12 12 8
40. W EST M IN STE R 27 3 10

For: 25 A gainst: 14



98 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Item  13: That the fifth vow  o f  church m em bersh ip  BC O  5 7 -5 .5 , be am ended to read:
"5. D o you subm it yourselves to the W ord o f  G o d  and to the governm ent and discip line 
o f the C hurch , and prom ise to study its purity  and peace?"

D efeated , see C om m unica tion  # 3 .  p . 39  an d  O verture 24 , p . 51.

Yes___________  N o A bstention
1. A SC EN SIO N 57 0 1
2. C A LV A R Y 48 0 0
3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 46 0 0
4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 43 0 0
5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 53 0 0
6. C O V E N A N T 46 2 0
7. D EL M A R V A 16 47 3
8. EA STER N  C A N A D A 15 0 1
9. EA STER N  C A R O L IN A 12 1 1

10. E V A N G E L 3 24 0
I t . G R A C E 40 17 4
12. G R E A T L A K E S 40 0 1
13. G U L F C O A S T 38 0 0
14. ILLIA N A 4 7 I
15. JA M ES RIV ER 2 31 1
16. K O RE A N  E A STER N 16 0 0
17. K O RE A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 9 13 1
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LL EY 75 0 0
20. M ISSO U R I 39 1 0
21. N EW  JER SEY 29 0 2
22. N EW  R IV ER 25 0 0
23. N O RTH  G EO R G IA 34 9 1
24. N O R T H T E X A S 19 1 2
25. N O R T H E A ST 15 14 3
26. N O R T H ER N  ILLIN O IS 1 16 0
27. O K LA H O M A 15 0 1
28. PA C IFIC 15 0 0
29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 17 0 0
30. PA L M E TTO 71 0 0
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 38 0 0
32. SIO U X L A N D S 19 2 1
33. SO U T H T E X A S 7 0 3
34. SO U T H E A ST  A LA BA M A 34 0 0
35, SO U TH E R N  FLO R ID A 64 0 1
36. SO U TH W EST 1 41 4
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LL EY 48 0 0
38. W A RRIO R 24 0 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A S 5 25 2
40. W EST M IN STE R 40 0 1

For: 30 A gainst: 9
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Item 14: That B C O  19 -11 be am ended by dele ting  the w ords, “ the S ac ram en ts."  A dop ted

Y es N o A bstention
1 A SC EN SIO N 56 0 0

2. C A LV A R Y 48 0 0

3. C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A 46 0 0

4. C E N T R A L F L O R ID A 35 2 5

5. C E N T R A L G E O R G IA 2 54 0
6. C O V E N A N T 19 41 1
7. D EL M A R V A 14 41 5
8. EA STER N  CA N A D A 15 0 1
9. E A STER N  C A R O L IN A 11 2 3

10. E V A N G E L 12 10 0
I I . G R A C E 49 7 1
12. G R E A T L A K E S 37 0 4

13. G U L F C O A S T II 24 1
14 ILLIA N A 10 0 1

15. JA M E S RIVER 22 3 3
16. K O RE A N  EA STER N 16 0 0
17. K O RE A N  SO U T H W E S T
18. LO U ISIA N A 19 2 2
19. M ISSISSIPPI V A LLEY 71 0 0
20. M ISSO U R I 33 2 2
21. NEW  JER SEY 28 1 0
22. NEW  RIV ER 2 21 2
23. N O RTH  G E O R G IA 31 6 7
24. N O RTH  T E X A S 20 1 0

25. N O R T H E A ST 19 1 0
26. N O RT H ER N  ILLIN O IS 16 0 0
27. O K L A H O M A
28. PA C IFIC 12 1 2

29. PA C IFIC  N O R T H W E ST 15 4 0
30. PA L M E TTO 66 0 0
31. PH IL A D ELPH IA 34 10 0
32. SIO U X L A N D S 12 18 0
33. S O U T H T E X A S 8 0 2
34. S O U T H E A ST  A LA B A M A
35. SO U TH E R N  FLO RID A 33 34 1
36. SO U T H W E S T 42 1 1
37. T E N N E SS E E  V A LLEY 48 0 0
38. W A R R IO R 20 0 0
39. W EST ER N  C A R O L IN A 30 1 1
40. W EST M IN STE R 14 19 2

For: 29 A gainst: 8
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T he S tated C lerk  p resen ted  for in form ation  the nam es o f  churches w hich had  failed  
to  subm it their annual statistical reports in tim e fo r inclusion  in the Yearbook (A ppendix  
A , pp. 236).

M r. Sm ith  read the fo llow ing  sta tem ent regard ing  h is con tinuation  in o ffice , w hich 
the A ssem bly o rdered  spread upon the m inutes.

PE R SO N A L  S T A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  ST A T E D  C L E R K  
T O  T H E  F O U R T E E N T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y

As you will see on the bottom  o f  page 236. A ppendix A . I have reported  to you that I have been 
involved as a consultant to the men in South C aro lina , w ho have announced the in tention to set up a new 
Sem inary to serve the PCA in their reg ion . I have a lso  announced my in tention to teach there as an adjunct 
professor as tim e perm its. This type o f m inistry  is specifically  perm itted  by the term s o f  my orig inal call 
as a full tim e Stated C lerk , w hich reads:

. . w ith the additional stipulation  that he be free , on  a tim e available basis , to w rite m aterials for our 
C hristian Education and Publications C om m ittee  and /or o ther R eform ed pub lications, and to assist the 
C hurch at large in a teaching m inistry . . . .”

I rem ind the A ssem bly  o f the fact that I w as teaching  at an independent Sem inary  w hen the PCA was 
first form ed. 1 served in the dual capacity  o f p rofessor and Stated  C lerk  for som e four years. As I see it, 
the receiving o f C ovenant Sem inary under the control o f  the PCA  w ith the jo in in g  o f the R PC ES has not 
changed the situation. T he PCA has not com m itted  itse lf to having  only one S em inary , no r does it restrict 
its m em bers from  serving in o ther Sem inaries. O ur A ssem bly  com m ittees cooperate  w ith independent 
institutions as w ell as w ith C ovenan t Sem inary  w ithout any restric tions. M en o f ou r church serve on the 
faculties o f  R eform ed S em inary , W estm inster Sem inary  in P h iladelph ia , W estm inster Sem inary  in Escondido, 
Fuller Sem inary , G ordon-C onw ell S em inary , B irm ingham  S em inary , C olum bia  B ible C ollege, Trinity  
D ivinity School and C hesapeake S em inary , and perhaps o thers o f  w hich I am not aw are. O ne can only  
rejoice in the fact that there are now  so m any institu tions w here ou r m en can serve. It has not a lw ays been 
so. A m em ber o f the Board o f T rustees o f C ovenan t Sem inary  has fathered an independent, regional sem inary 
and he has not been charged w ith conflict o f  interest o r rem oved from  the Board.

It seem s to me that conflic t o f  interest should only be charged if a m an w ere involved w ith a Sem inary 
that was not teaching  the R eform ed Faith o r Presbyterian polity  as held by the PC A . T hom w ell Sem inary 
is being erected  specifically  for the purpose o f  train ing  m en for the PCA m inistry  by teaching the R eform ed 
Faith and P resbyterian polity as set forth in our S tandards.

Having said th is, let me now  speak to you about my service to you as your Stated  C lerk . O ne person 
has com e to me critic iz ing  my involvem ent in T hom w ell S em inary , and o ther previous actions that I have 
done as S tated C lerk. He has indicated that there is a large segm ent o f the church that is d issatisfied  with 
my service as S tated C lerk , and has suggested that I should resign in o rder to avoid  an open conflic t over my 
continued service in the o ffice. I appreciate his having com e to m e in this w ay. I regret the fact that o thers 
have not done so, as M atthew  18 teaches us to do . Let m e pause and say . if I have offended  any o f  you. 
my brethren . I ask you to forgive m e. All that I have done as your C lerk has been done w ith a clear 
conscience before the Lord. I have sought to be even handed w ith all persons o f  various persuasions in our 
C hurch. If I have failed in this in any w ay, I regret it, and trust that you w ill forgive me.

I responded to the man w ho had approached me that I have been restless about con tinu ing  in the office  
for the last several years. M y preparation  for the m inistry  w as tow ard  a teaching m inistry , and I believe 
that the Lord has given me gifts in this area. I have found the O ffice  o f  the S tated C lerk to be very confin ing  
in these areas. I personally  believe that I would be m ore useful to the church  in a teach ing , w riting , Bible 
conference m inistry , and have the desire to be able to  pursue this type o f  m inistry . T o  date  I have not 
received a call to such w ork , and have taken this as the leading o f  the Lord that I should rem ain  in the 
office to w hich my C hurch has called  m e. Now  it seem s to me that this situation has changed  suffic iently  
for me at least to question  w hether o r not 1 have served my usefulness in the S tated C le rk 's  o ffice.

I have no desire to becom e the cause o f  any conflic t in this C hurch . T hus, in o rder to avoid open conflict 
about my continued service as your S tated C lerk , I have indicated to the C O A  my intention to take early 
retirem ent from  the o ffice , and now announce the sam e to you. I w ould have preferred  to have had another 
call before announcing  my intention to leave, but under the possib ility  o f  a threatened conflic t over my 
continuation  in o ffice , and not desiring  to  see our C hurch hurt by such. I am taking  the present route.

If you ask w hat I w ant to do . I can only reply as I am sure all o f  you w ould , that I w ant to  serve the 
Lord Jesus, w herever He w ants m e to serve. I am subject to you . my breth ren , as the G eneral A ssem bly 
o f  my C hurch If you agree that it is lime for a change , and that I w ould be o f  g rea te r use in a teach ing .
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w riting , B ible and conference m in istry , then jo in  w ith m e in my request for early  re tirem ent. If not, then 
I can only continue in office  as you m andate it, and until the Lord clearly  calls  m e to another m inistry .

T he S tated  C lerk  w as excused  w hile the A ssem bly  considered  this m atter.

14-20 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
R E Julian  H. D av is, chairm an  o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on A dm in istra

tion , p resen ted  a partial report.
R ecom m endation  3 w as presen ted . A substitu te  m o tion , “ that D r. S m ith 's  resignation  
not be received  by the G eneral A ssem bly  and that he be encouraged  to  rem ain  in his 
o ffice" , w as d efea ted . 313 in favo r, 321 opposed .
T E 's  Larrv E. B all, Carl W  B ogue. D avid S. B oxerm an, D avid R D ively , Jam es A. Jones, R odney T . 
K ing, D avid G . M cK ay, Erank D. M oser, and L. Byron Snapp requested  their affirm ative votes be recorded.

T he valid ity  o f  the count w as questioned  from  the floor, and the m odera to r ru led  that 
it w as valid . T he cha ir w as challenged  and w as sus ta ined . 398 in favo r, 227 opposed . 
T he R ecom m endation  w as then am ended  to add:

(6): "T hat Dr. S m ith ’s sta tem en t, as sp read  on the m inu tes o f  th is A ssem bly ,
be taken as a sa tisfactory  exp lana tion  concern ing  reports affec ting  his C hristian  
character, and that th is A ssem bly  com plete ly  exonera te  Dr. Sm ith  o f  any charges 
o f  im propriety  in o ff ic e .”

T he am ended  R ecom m endation  3 w as then adop ted  as fo llow s:
3. In light o f  the S tated  C le rk 's  announcem en t o f  h is desire  and  in ten tion  to  retire 

from  h is o ffice , the C om m ittee  adop ted  the fo llow ing  recom m endation  to the 
Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly .
a. T hat M orton Sm ith be nom inated  as S tated  C lerk  until June 30 , 1987.
b. T hat, in view  o f  D r. S m ith 's  long and faithfu l serv ice to  the PC A , he be

gran ted  a term inal leave until re tirem en t (D r. Sm ith  w ill be 63 in D ecem ber
1988) w ith the fo llow ing  provisions:
(1) From  Ju ly  1987 to  D ecem ber 31 , 1987 he shall receive full salary  and 

benefits to  w hich he w ould  have been en titled  if he w ere still in the office 
o f  S tated  C lerk .

(2) From  January  1, 1988 to  D ecem ber 31, 1988 he shall rece ive  full benefits 
and his full salary  reduced  by any earned  w ages during  that year.

(3) B eginning  July 1, 1987 to  D ecem ber 31 , 1988 D r. Sm ith  m ay follow  
any course o f  service to  w hich he feels ca lled  w ithout the loss o f  salary 
and benefits excep t as noted  in item  (2).

(4) From  July 1, 1987 until D ecem ber 1988, if ava ilab le , he ag rees to act,
w hen requested , as consu ltan t, w rite r, speaker o r con tribu to r to any o f
the com m ittees , agencies o r churches o f  the PC A .

(3) D r. Sm ith  shall be g ran ted  a perm anen t p riv ilege o f  the floor at any
subsequent G eneral A ssem bly  that he m ay desire  to a ttend . He w ould  be
priv ileged  to  vote only  if  he w ere a duly  certified  com m issioner.

(6) T hat D r. S m ith 's  sta tem en t, as spread on the M inutes o f  this A ssem bly , 
be taken  as a sa tisfactory  exp lana tion  concern ing  reports affecting  his 
C hristian  charac te r, and that th is A ssem bly  com plete ly  exonera te  D r. 
Sm ith  o f  any charges o f  im proprie ty  in office .
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c. To d irect the C O A  to present a nom inee fo r office  o f  S tated  C lerk  to the 
F ifteenth  G eneral A ssem bly .

Adopted - but reconsidered  in 14-30, p. 106.
T E 's  Carl W . B ogue, D avid S. B oxerm an. D avid R. D ively , D avid G . M cK ay. R odney T  K ing, and L. 
Byron Snapp requested their negative votes be recorded.

M r. Sm ith  retu rned  to  the A ssem bly  at th is point.
R ecom m endations 4 , 5 , and 6 w ere handled  at th is tim e. (See 14-74, p. 169 for 

the text o f  the report. See 14-30, p. 106 fo r final ac tion .)

14-21 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
RE R obert E berst, cha irm an , p resen ted  a partia l report to rep lace o rig inal appoin tees 

o f  the jud ic ia l com m issions w ho w ere not able to  serve fo r one reason or ano ther. 
(See 14-52, p. 122 for the final list o f  the com m issioners.)

14-22 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Insurance and 
Annuities.

T E  B ruce B. H ow es, cha irm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  a partia l report o f  the 
C om m ittee . R ecom m endations 12 ,13 ,14  o f  the B oard  (A ppendix  G , p. 313) concern ing  
changes in the B ylaw s w ere defea ted . 16 w as also  hand led  at this tim e. (See 14-53, 
p. 131, for the text o f  the report.)

14-23 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North 
America.

T E  H ow ard G riffith , cha irm an , p resen ted  a partial report o f  the C om m ittee . A 
recom m endation  to hear the d irec to r o f  B ethany C hristian  S erv ices, M r. Jam es H ave- 
m an , for ten m inutes, w as adopted , and M r. H avem an spoke on the ag en cy ’s m in istry .

14-24 Report of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.
T E  C ortez A . C ooper, Jr. assum ed the cha ir at the request o f  the m oderator. RE 

W . Jack W illiam son , chairm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  the C o m m itte e 's  report 
(A ppendix  P, p. 425). R ecom m endation  I , (see 14-27, p. 103), w as m oved by the 
C om m ittee , fo llow ing  w hich the m inority  rep o rt’s R ecom m endation  1, (A ppendix  P, 
p. 4 48 ), w as m oved and seconded in substitu te  for the C o m m ittee ’s R ecom m endation . 
T he substitu te m otion w as defeated by a vote o f  372-373 , w ith the acting  m odera to r 
casting  the decid ing  vote.

The A ssem bly  returned to the C om m ittee ’s R ecom m endation  and paused  for p rayer 
led by TE  R. Laird H arris. (See 14-27, p. 103 for the con tinuation  o f  this report.)

14-25 Recess.
The o rder o f  the day  hav ing  arrived , the A cting M odera to r, TE  C ortez  C ooper 

decla red  the A ssem bly in recess and led in the c losing  p rayer at 12:00 p .m .

MINUTES— TUESDAY AFTERNOON
June 24, 1986

Fourth Session
14-26 Reconvening.

The A ssem bly  reconvened  at 1:30 p .m . w ith the singing o f  "H o ly , H oly , H oly" 
and p rayer by TE  V aughn E. H athaw ay, Jr. T he A cting  M oderator con tinued  in the 
chair.
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14-27 Report of the Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.
T he A ssem bly  retu rned  to considera tion  o f  the C o m m itte e ’s report.

Recommendations:
1. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the final recom m endations and conclud ing  

proposals o f  the paper “T he Philosophical and T heo log ica l B asis fo r o u r PCA  
S tru c tu re ,” E xhibit “A ” o f  th is repo rt, as a basis fo r fu ture c la rif ica tion , in terp re
tation and refinem ent o f  the Book o f Church Order.

Exhibit A
Final Recommendations: T he church  session , the p resby tery  and the general 
assem bly  are g iven certa in  pow ers o f  d isc ip line  in the BCO chap te rs 12, 13, 
and 14 dealing  w ith these specific courts. In add ition , BCO Part II sets out 
in detail the R ules o f  D iscip line. T here  seem  to be som e conflic ting  provisions 
betw een those pow ers set ou t in those BCO chap te rs dealing  w ith the individual 
courts and those con ta ined  in the R ules o f  D iscip line. T hese need to  be 
reconciled  and red rafted  w here necessary  so that they are consisten t w ith the 
p rincip les set out above.
T he R ules o f  D iscip line p rov ide fo r tw o types o f  cases w here an individual 
is invo lved , i.e . (1) cases o f  p rocess and (2) cases w ithout p rocess. The 
d ifference in the tw o  types is that a “case  o f  p rocess” is w here an individual 
is accused  o f  an offense  and a trial is held  thereo f, and a “ case w ithout 
p rocess” is w here an ind iv idual com es forw ard  on h is /her ow n and m akes 
h is /her o ffense  know n to the cou rt and a ju dgm en t is rendered  w ithout a trial. 
T he BCO chap te r 30 sets ou t the ju d g m en t o r censure the cou rt m ay render 
in both types o f  cases . T he court m ay acquit the accused  or it m ay in flic t one 
o f  the fo llow ing  ju d g m en ts  o r censu res, to wit:

(1) A dm onition ,
(2) S uspension ,
(3) E xcom m unication ,
(4) D eposition .

T he BCO speaks o f  a “ case o f  p rocess” as a "jud ic ia l case” and w e w ill so 
use the term  herein .
W e w ould  like to  illustrate the p rincip les o f  this p ap er as they  apply  to  a 
jud ic ia l case , indicating  the various possib ilities w hile not necessarily  approv
ing or sanction ing  all o f  them , especia lly  w here the w ords “ possib ly" or 
“m igh t” are used. If  a charge is b rought by an ind iv idual against ano ther 
ind iv idual, it is heard  by the session  o f  the accused . If the session inflicts a 
censure on the accused , the accused  (1) o rd inarily  shall accept the censure 
or (2) m ay appeal the ju d g m en t o f  the session  to the p resby tery  o r (3) possib ly  
m ight w ithdraw  h is /her m em bersh ip  from  the church  under its censure o r (4) 
possib ly  he/she m ight do no th ing . If the accused  does no th ing , w hat m ay the 
local session  do? A fter seek ing  to  counsel the accused  to  com ply , the local 
session m ay term inate  the m em bersh ip  o f  the accused  in the local c h u rc h .1 
If the session acquits the accused , the accuser m ay (1) accep t the judgm en t 
o r (2) appeal the decision  to p resby tery . I f  a m in is ter is accused  o f  an offense , 
his p resby tery  shall have orig inal ju risd ic tio n  o f  the case and sim ilar op tions 
are open to  the accused  and accuser on the rendering  o f  a ju dgm en t o f  the 
presbytery .
T he BCO fu rther p rov ides, in chap te rs 39 to  4 3 , m odes in w hich the p roceed 
ings o f  low er courts com e under the superv ision  o f  h ig h er courts . T hese  are:

(1) R eview  and C on tro l,
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(2) R eference,
(3) A ppeal,
(4) C om plain t.

It seem s that m ost confusion  has arisen  regard ing  the in stances w here p ro ceed 
ings o f  a low er court com e under the superv ision  o f  a h igher court. A ppeals and 
C om plain ts seem  to  have been hand led  w ithou t too  m uch d ifficu lty  as to  
p rocedure. T he g rea test confusion  seem s to  have arisen  u nder the m odes o f 
“R eview  and C on tro l” and “ R efe ren ce .” M uch o f  this confusion  seem s to  be 
over w hat authority  the h igher cou rt has over the low er court to  en force its 
judgm en ts and pronouncem ents .
T he courts o f  the PC A  have a sp iritual/m oral re la tionsh ip  w ith  one ano ther 
w ith regard  to  the ir separate  responsib ilities, au thority , and accoun tab ility  but 
they have no civil au thority , responsib ility , o r accoun tab ility  tow ard  one 
ano ther even  though  each o f  them  does have a civil re la tionsh ip  w ith the state 
w ith regard  to  the ir p roperty , charters o f  inco rpo ra tion , and o th er state and /o r 
federal law s. T he h igher courts m ay not p roceed  in such a w ay that w ould  
constitu te  civil action  on b eh a lf  o f  a congregation  w ithout a form al vo te  o f 
the congregation . In o rder to  be e ffec tiv e , any such civil action  m ust be w ith 
the consen t o r approval o f  the cong regation , w hich consent o r approval is 
g iven in accordance w ith the civ il law s under w hich the congregation  is 
o rganized .
A lthough there have been perennial u itte ren ces  in h isto rical P resbyterian  in 
terpretation  o f  the re lative au thority  o f  church  cou rts , w e believe  that in the 
area o f  sp iritual d iscip line even  the A postle  P au l, w hile able as an apostle  to 
pronounce ju d g m en t from  a d is tance , ca lled  on the church  in C orin th  to  m ake 
and im plem ent the d isc ip linary  decis ion  them selves (I C or. 5 :1 -5 ). A lthough  
he could  exerc ise  spiritual d isc ip line  by v irtue o f  h is aposto lic  au thority  (II 
C or. 13:2 ,10; 10:2 ,6), we believe h is exam ple  o f  ca lling  on the level o f  the 
church w ith orig inal ju risd ic tio n  to  carry  ou t the d isc ip line  p rov ides the pattern  
fo r authority  in ecclesiastica l courts. T h is be ing  the case in sp iritual m atters, 
m uch m ore is it true in civil m atters. A s BCO 11-1 says o f  the ju risd ic tion  
o f  church  courts: “T hey  have no pow er to  inflic t tem poral pains and penalties , 
but their authority  is in all respects m oral o r sp iritu a l.”
T hus w e believe the BCO should  be e lsew here am ended  so that the above 
princip les w ould  apply in the area o f  civ il au thority , to  wit:
(1) A h igher cou rt m ay no t “act for''2 a low er court.
(2) A h igher court m ay “act on" an issue o r case p roperly  before  it relating

to a low er court. In such instance , the low er cou rt (a) o rd inarily  shall 
accep t the law ful in junction  o f  the h igher cou rt and  “act thereon" , o r (b) 
possib ly  m ight w ithdraw  from  the fe llow sh ip  under the h igher c o u rt’s
censure; o r (c) possib ly  it m ight do  no th ing .

(3) In the even t the low er cou rt does no th ing , by v irtue o f  its ecc lesiastical 
authority  the h igher cou rt m ay (a) ignore the failu re  to  ac t, o r (b) counsel, 
adv ise , exho rt, and urge the low er court to  com p ly , o r  (c) rep rim and  o r 
rebuke the low er court, o r (d) suspend  one o r all o f  the ecclesiastical 
p riv ileges o f  the low er cou rt w ith reference  to  the h ig h er courts— e .g .,  
to  overtu re  o r reference  a m atter to  the h ig h er cou rts, to  vote upon 
am endm ents to  the S tandards, to  vote at the h igher cou rts, o r even  to 
have com m issioners at the h igher cou rts, o r (e) as a last resort “act
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against" the low er cou rt by d ism issing  it from  the fe llo w sh ip .1 
O ne C onclud ing  P roposal: Let a p rov ision  be fram ed fo r the BCO fo r dealing  
w ith ru ling  e lders sim ilar to 34-1 dealing  w ith teach ing  elders. Such a prov ision  
w ould  prov ide that p rocess against a ru ling  e ld e r w ould  o rd inarily  begin  in 
his session . H ow ever, if  such  session  refuses to act in doctrina l cases or 
instances o f  public  scandal, p resby tery  cou ld  in itiate a case  o f  p rocess against 
such a ru ling  e lder. I f  p resby tery  concluded  that the ru ling  e ld e r is gu ilty  as 
charged , p resby tery  could  in flic t one o f  the censures o f  BCO chap te r 30. If 
such censure w as suspension , excom m un ica tion , o r deposition , p resby tery  
w ould  instruct the local co n g rega tion , th rough  its session , to  take such action . 
T hereupon  the local cong rega tion  (1) o rd inarily  shall accep t the ju d g m en t o f  
the h igher cou rt and act thereon  o r  (2) possib ly  m ight w ithdraw  from  the 
fe llow sh ip  under the h igher c o u r t 's  censu re , o r (3) possib ly  it m ight do  nothing. 
If  the local congregation  chose  to  do  no th ing , p resby tery  cou ld  (1) ignore the 
failu re  o f  the local congregation  to  ac t, (2) counse l, adv ise , exho rt, and urge 
the local congregation  to  com p ly , o r (3) rep rim and  or rebuke the local co n g re 
g ation , o r (4) suspend  one o r all o f  the ecclesiastica l p riv ileges o f  the local 
congregation  w ith reference  to  the h ig h er courts— e .g . ,  to overtu re  o r reference 
a  m atter to  the h igher co u rts , to  vote at the h igher co u rts , o r even  to  have 
com m issioners at the h ig h er co u rts , o r (5) as a last reso rt, act against the 
loc^l congregation  by d ism issing  it from  the fe llow sh ip .

F O O T N O T E S

1 Each local church  is advised  to take congregational action to adopt the PCA B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  as its “governing ru les” o r “ bylaw s” as a corporate en tity  and thereby clearly  vest in its 
session the internal o r civil pow ers that are set forth in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder.

2 “A ct for" =  A higher court tak ing  an action on a m atter over w hich a low er court had original 
ju risd ic tion , w hich action is as conclusive o f  the m atter as if it had been m ade by the low er court 
and is sim ilarly  enforceable.
Illustration: Can a presbytery appoin t a com m ission  w ith authority  to act as the session  o f  a 
local church ? A nsw er: If  the the local congregation  properly  requests the p resbytery  to  do  so, a 
p resbytery  can  appoint a  com m ission  w ith  authority  to act as the session o f  the local congregation . 
W ithout a p roper request from  the local congregation , the p resbytery  cannot rem ove a session 
o f  a local church and act for such session . W hy? Because such w ould v iolate the B C O  concept 
o f  the basis o f  the re la tionship  betw een the local church and the h igher courts. For the p resbytery , 
by taking  over the local session , w ould  be tak ing  effective  contro l o f  the use and possession  o f 
the local c h u rch 's  property. For the p resby tery , by tak ing  over the local session , cou ld  “a c t fo r "  
it in such m atters as control o f  w orsh ip , use o f bu ild ings, contro l o f  m em bersh ip , spending o f 
its m oney , etc. In so do ing , p resbytery  has v iolated the “ solem n co venan t” in BC O  25-10: 
“w hereby the church as a w hole prom ises never to a ttem pt to secure possession  o f the property 
o f  any congregation  against its w ill.” In addition , the p resbytery  has v iolated ecclesiastical rights 
o f  the local church to choose its ow n officers , a right presby terians base on Scriptural authority  
and the civil rights o f  the local church  to ow n and control its ow n local properties.

1 T he five options are not necessarily  m utually  exclusive , but som e com bination  o f  them  may 
be em ployed.

Adopted, 454-277
TEs Larry E. B all, Roland S. B am es, D avid R D ively. R odney T  K ing, and Frank J. Sm ith requested 
their negative votes be recorded.

14-28 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
RE R obert E berst p resen ted  the report o f  the C om m ittee . R ecom m endations 9 and 

10 w ere hand led  at this tim e. (See 14-52, p. 122 fo r the en tire  repo rt.)
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14-29 Remarks by President of Westminster Theological Seminary.
T he 3 :00 p .m . o rder o f  the day being very near, the A ssem bly  suspended  action 

on the report o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Jud icial B usiness. T E  G eorge 
C . F u ller, p residen t, spoke briefly  to the A ssem b ly , w elcom ing  them  to the city  o f  its 
orig in  and present location .

T he A ssem bly  jo in ed  to sing “O  Praise Ye the L ord , and S ing a N ew  S o n g .”

14-30 Reconsideration of Recommendation 3, Sec. 14-20 of the Report of the 
Committee of Commissioners on Administration.

T he M oderator resum ed the cha ir and T E  Jim m y L yons led the A ssem bly  in prayer. 
The A ssem bly  adopted  the fo llow ing procedural m otion: “ that the A ssem bly  request 
M orton Sm ith  to  appear before it to  respond , p rio r to  vo ting  on th is m atter, to  the 
questions: 1, w hen and under w hat c ircum stances did you decide to  subm it you r 
resignation , and 2, if  this A ssem bly w ere to  refuse to  accep t you r resignation  and 
earnestly  en treat you to  con tinue by nom inating  you ag a in , w ill you do  so w illing ly  
and happ ily?” M r. Sm ith  returned  to the floo r and responded  to  the questions. Follow ing  
his departu re  again , the A ssem bly adopted  the m otion to  reconsider. O n m otion the 
A ssem bly approved  as a substitu te  for R ecom m endation  3 the P erm anent C o m m ittee ’s 
o rig inal R ecom m endation  9 , (A ppendix  C , p . 251), “T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  
receive in nom ination  fo r S tated  C lerk  the nam e o f  T E  M orton  S m ith , and that he be 
e lec ted  to  serve th rough  the 1987 G eneral A ssem bly  and that he be h igh ly  com m ended  
for his excellen t and faithful service to  the church  as a servant o f  C h ris t.” T he substitu te  
w as then adopted as the m ain m otion.

14-31 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.
TE  C ortez C ooper assum ed the cha ir at the request o f  the M oderator. R E  W . Jack 

W illiam son , chairm an , led in p rayer and con tinued  the report o f  the C om m ittee . 
Recommendations:
2. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve and send to  the P resby teries fo r action  the 

p roposed am endm ent to  the Book o f Church Order Section  14-2 as set out in 
E xhibit “ B” o f  th is report (A ppendix  P , p. 437).
The matter was recommitted to the Ad Iterim Committee for report to the 15th 
General Assembly after the Minority recommendation 3, lost by a vote of 318-321.

3. R ecom m endation  3, p. 427 , w as p laced before  the court. R ecom m endation  4 , p. 
448 , o f  the M inority  R eport w as m oved and seconded  as a substitu te , and w as 
defeated. A partial report o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Jud icial B usiness 
(R ecom m endation  51 , 14-52 p. 129). w as p resen ted . T he report w as am ended  by 
deleting  either the last three lines o r all the w ords fo llow ing  “ .. .b e  su s ta in ed ,” 
w hich question  w as left undecided  due to  the need to  m ove to  the o rder o f  the 
day at 5:15 p .m . See 14-37, p. 107, fo r the com pletion  o f  th is m atte r and o f  the 
re p o r t.

14-32 Personal Resolutions Introduced.
M oderato r B arker re turned to the cha ir and the fo llow ing  personal reso lu tions w ere 

received  and referred  by the necessary  tw o-th irds m ajorities:
#  1, from  T E  D onald  H. Post, J r .,  regard ing  am endm ents to  the “ R ules o f  A ssem bly  

O pera tions” - referred  to the C om m ittee  on Jud icial B usiness;
# 2 ,  from  RE L indsey Sam pson , regard ing  p ro -life  and abortion  stands - referred  

to  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on B ills and O vertures.
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14-33 Recess.
T he o rder o f  the day hav ing  a rrived , the A ssem bly  recessed  at 5 :30  p .m . and w as 

closed  w ith prayer by T E  R obert M . Ferguson .

MINUTES— WEDNESDAY MORNING
June 25, 1986

Fifth Session
14-34 Reconvening.

T he A ssem bly reconvened  at 8:15 p .m . w ith the sing ing  o f  “W hen M orning  G ilds 
the S k ies” and p rayer by T E  John W . B usw ell.

14-35 Procedural Motion Regarding Reading of Minutes.
O n m otion  the A ssem bly  voted  to  w aive the daily  read ing  a loud  o f  the m inutes 

and instead to  request com m issioners to  p resen t to  the clerk  erro rs found in the prin ted  
and d istribu ted  m inutes o f  the sessions. Adopted

14-36 Procedural Motion on Ad Interim Reports.
The A ssem bly adopted  a p rocedural m otion  to  postpone until the F ifteen th  G eneral 

A ssem bly  all reports o f  ad interim com m ittees excep t the one on the G eneral A ssem bly , 
and that ind iv iduals, chu rches , and p resby teries be encouraged  to con tinue  study o f 
and reflection  upon the sub jects and be w elcom ed to fo rw ard  to  the com m ittees their 
op in ions and suggestions. Adopted

14-37 Ad Interim Committee on the General Assembly.
T E  E. L angston H aygood cam e to  the cha ir at the m o d e ra to r 's  request, and the 

A ssem bly  returned  to considera tion  o f  the C o m m itte e 's  report. C hairm an  W illiam son  
led in p rayer. T he C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Jud icial B usiness recom m endation  
to adopt the advice o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  w as approved  as fo llow s in p lace o f  
R ecom m endation  3 o f  the Ad Interim  C om m ittee  (see A ppendix  P, p. 427):

51. T hat the fo llow ing  report on the C onstitu tionality  o f  the R eport o f  the A d-In 
terim  C om m ittee  on the G eneral A ssem bly  be received .

Preface
It is the responsib ility  o f  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness to  exam ine 

p roposed am endm ents to the C onstitu tion  regard ing  the ir "co n s titu tio n a lity .” 
T h is exam ination  is to  evalua te  the consistency  o f  the p roposed  am endm ents 
w ith the ex isting  docum ents as w ell as w ith the p rincip les o f  those docum ents. 
It is not the responsib ility  o f  the C om m ittee  to  speak to  the m erits o f  the 
proposed changes.

Exhibit B: Proposed Amendment to BCO  14-2
C urren tly  a R uling E lder is a rep resen ta tive  o f  a  congregation  to  the 

P resbytery  and the G eneral A ssem bly . In a purely  delega ted  A ssem bly , the 
m em bers are de lega ies o f  the P resby tery . T he p roposed  “O ther Y ears A ssem 
b ly” (III) m ay be com posed  o f  both . T h is arrangem ent is in ternally  inconsis
ten t. and does not deal w ith responsib ility  for expenses (BCO 10-6).
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Exhibit C: Proposed Amendments to BCO  15
1. T here is a m ajor constitu tional change involved in the elec tion  o f  a 
com m ission  (w hich  acts on beh a lf o f  a court) w hich m ay be com posed  o f  
m en not m em bers o f  that court (N ew  15-6) e lec ted  by a body (bodies) o ther 
than that court (N ew  15-5). T hus decis ions m ay be rendered  (to the po in t o f 
their approval by the A ssem bly) by a body o th er than the A ssem bly .
2. T he p roposed  15-3 takes the A ssem bly  p rocedure for com m ission  reports 
(R A O  12-5) and m akes th is p rocedure constitu tionally  required  for p re
sbyteries.
3. Presently  BCO 14-1-9 p rov ides a general gu ide fo r constitu tion  o f  co m 
m ittees to include proportional rep resen ta tions o f  all P resby teries “w henever 
p o ss ib le .” P roposed  15-4 m akes this a constitu tional rule in rela tion  to the 
p roposed  perm anent jud ic ia l com m ission .
4. The proposed  “R egional Jud icial C om m iss ions” in troduce a regional level 
o f  jud ic ia l au thority  w ithout co rrespond ing  reg ional courts.

Exhibit A and Minority Report
Since no specific am endm ents to the C onstitu tion  w ere p roposed , the 

C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness w as unable  to  evalua te  the recom m endations 
o f  E xhibit A o r the M inority  R eport. (See 14-52, III, 51 , p. 129) Adopted 

A m otion  to am end the Rules of Assembly Operations, X. Jud icial C om m iss ions, 
by adding the fo llow ing  new  paragraph (as am ended) w as defeated fo r lack o f  the 
required  tw o-th irds o f  the reg istered  com m issioners (538 in favor).

C . P rior to  the end o f  each G eneral A ssem bly , fou r standing  jud ic ia l com m issions 
m ade up o f  fifteen (15) m em bers and four (4) a lternates each  shall be e lec ted  on 
the floor o f  the G eneral A ssem bly from  nam es nom inated  by the C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness (w ith nom inations allow ed  from  the floor). 
N om inees for those stand ing  jud ic ia l com m issions shall be lim ited  to  rep resen ta 
tives o f  presby teries o f  four geographical reg ions as recom m ended  by the C o m m it
tee o f  C om m issioners on Jud icial B usiness. A ny jud ic ia l reference arising  to the 
level o f  G eneral A ssem bly  betw een  m eetings o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ill be 
assigned  to a standing  jud icial com m ission  and , if found in order by it, w ill be 
ad jud ica ted . E ach standing  jud ic ia l com m ission  will opera te  and report the result 
o f  the ir w ork to  the next G eneral A ssem bly  in accordance  w ith sections “ A " and 
“B ” above.

A m otion  w as m ade and seconded to  refer the defea ted  m otion and all m atters concern ing  
regional jud ic ia l com m issions to the Ad Interim C om m ittee  on the G eneral A ssem bly .

Adopted
4. T hat the A d Interim  com m ittee be con tinued  for an additional year to report

to  the 15th G eneral A ssem bly. Adopted
5. T hat the report o f  the C om m ittee be received  as a w hole. Adopted

See also paragraphs 14-8, p. 81; 14-27. p. 104; 14-31, p. 107.

The M oderator resum ed the chair and the A ssem bly paused  to sing “ All H ail the 
Pow er o f  Je su s ' N am e .”
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14-38 Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations. 
TE Don K. Clements, chairman, led in prayer and presented the Committee's 

report. Recommendations 1-9 were handled at this time. The entire report is given 
here for easy reference. 

The Assembly voted to hear the fraternal delegates of sister Churches and represen
tatives of the Reformed Episcopal Church at this time, and TE Henry L. Smith, 
chairman of the permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations, read a letter of greeting 
from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. He introduced the fraternal dele
gates: Christian Reformed Church - TE Robert De Vries; Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
- TE Clair Davis; Reformed Presbyterian Church, North America - TE Jonathan Leach; 
Reformed Episcopal Church - TE Neil Beck, TE Allen Guelzo. All but Mr. Beck 
addressed the Assembly . On motion the fraternal delegates were seated as visiting 
brethren and accorded the privilege of the floor. 

I. Business Referred to the Committee 
A. Report of the Permanent Committee (Appendix H, p. 321 ). 
B. Supplemental Report of the Permanent Committee (Appendix H, p. 321 ). 
C. Communication No. 1 from the Presbyterian Church in Uganda (14-4, A, 1, 

p . 34) . 
D. Minutes of the Permanent Committee for Nov . 19-20, 1985; March 5, 1986; 

June 17, 1986. 
E. Letter from the Fiftieth General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

over the signature of Stated Clerk John P. Galbraith ( p . 39) . 
F. Overture No. 48 (14-4, B, p. 47) . 
G . Business carried over from previous Assemblies (14-4, C, p. 66) . 

II. Statement of the Major Issues Discussed 
A. The rejection of Joining and Receiving by the Fiftieth General Assembly of 

the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and our future relations with the OPC. 
B. The advisability of membership in the National Association of Evangelicals . 
C. The communication from the Reformed Episcopal Church regarding the de

velopment of fraternal relations between the REC and the PCA. 

III. Recommendations 
I. That the Minutes of the Permanent Committee for Nov . 19-20, 1985 be 

approved with the following notations: 
a. The minutes do not specify if this is a called or a stated meeting (RAO 

8-13 .3). 
b . On No . 6 and 7 the names of those making and seconding motions ought 

not to be recorded (RAO 9- l 4-6a) . Adopted 
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2. T hat the M inutes o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  fo r M arch 5 , 1986 and June
17, 1986 be approved  w ithout excep tion  o r no ta tion . Adopted

3. T hat the A ssem bly  ask N A P A R C  to define the phrase “ to refrain  from  en listing
m em bers” and the w ords “com m un ica te” and  “co m m u n ity ” so tha t the PC A  
w ill be better able to act upon the N A P A R C  request fo r iden tical com ity  
ag reem ents . Adopted

4. T hat you r com m ittee  be g iven perm ission  to  seek a jo in t m eeting  w ith the
In terchurch  R elations C om m ittee o f  the R efo rm ed  P resby terian  C hurch  o f  
N orth  A m erica to d iscuss m utual re la tions and areas o f  co o pera tion , w ith the 
possib ility  o f  p roposing  nex t year a p lan fo r jo in in g  and receiv ing  fo r co n sid 
eration  by the 1987 G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

5. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  instruct the com m ittee  to  p repare a sta tem ent o f
gu id ing  p rincip les fo r ecum en ical re la tions. Adopted

6. T hat at this tim e the PC A  continue the po licy  approved  by the T w elfth  G eneral
A ssem bly  (M 12 G A , 11-29, III, 10, pp . 96 , 345) regard ing  re lations tow ards 
churches ou tside the U nited  S tates and C anada. Adopted

As com m issioners w ere being called  into the floo r, the report w as in terrup ted  and RE 
R obert L iken , P h iladelph ia  P resby tery , w as e lec ted  an a lternate  m em ber o f  the jud ic ia l 
com m ission  to handle  C ase # 1 .

7. T hat the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica now  en te r into full m em bersh ip  in 
the N ational A ssociation  o f  E vangelica ls. Y our com m ittee  has tho roughly  
studied  the m atter over the course o f  several years , and w ishes to  fully inform  
you o f  reasons advanced  fo r and against th is p roposal. A ttached  are these 
papers: (See A ppendix  H , p. 321)
Paper A - R easons Favoring  A ffilia tion  w ith the N ational A ssocia tion  o f  

E vangelicals 
Paper B - S tatem en t o f  Faith o f  N A E
Paper C  - P rojected  A nnual E xpense to  the PC A  for M em bersh ip  in N A E  
Paper D - M inority  R eport, opposing  jo in in g  N A E  Adopted 352-274
A m otion that m atters o f  funding the m em bersh ip  o f  the PC A  in the N A E  be 
referred  to  the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on A dm in istra tion  fo r the ir recom 
m endation w as adopted. See 14-74, III, 63 , p. 175 

The follow ing requested that their negative votes be recorded: T E ’s Larry E. B all, R oland B arnes, D avid 
B oxerm an, Eugene C . C ase. D avid D ively, Bob L. D unn, Eric R. D ye, H ow ell G erow , D avid W . H all, 
C urtis L ovelace, Edw ard T . N oe, D aniel G . O sborne, W illiam  H. R ose, Frank J. Sm ith , S tephen S tout, 
T hom as B. Su llivan , J r .,  C hris T indall, Larry W . W ilson , and R E ’s Robert K. A shbaugh , John B radshaw . 
John H ill, L loyd B. M oore, Jam es R outszong, John G . T hom pson , and W alter F. Z um bach.

The follow ing protest to the jo in ing  o f  the N A E was received  and ordered  spread  upon the m inutes.
W e, the undersigned com m issioners to the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch 

in A m erica, do  m ost so lem nly en ter our protest against the action o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , m eeting 
at Philadelphia on the 25th day o f June, 1986, in its vote to associate with the N ational A ssociation  
o f  Evangelicals. It is the conviction o f  the undersigned that said action o f the A ssem bly  is m ischievous 
and erroneous for the follow ing reasons:

F irst, that in its action , the A ssem bly refused to delay such association  until a study cou ld  be m ade 
to arrive at principles upon w hich such an association  m ight be concluded , if, indeed, it should be 
concluded.

Secondly , and m ore grievously from  ou r point o f v iew , the A ssem bly , by its action , has bound 
brothers who do  not w ish to be associated with the N ational A ssociation  o f E vangelicals to that 
o rganization  irrespective o f their convictions; and this in total disregard  for the fact that any individual 
w hose conv ictions allow  him  to be a m em ber o f  the N A E is perfectly  free to conclude that association . 
T hus, the A ssem bly has placed us in a position w hich , though not com pletely  analogous to the em barrass-
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m enl felt by m any in this A ssem bly  w ho w ere involuntarily  associated  w ith such o rgan izations as the 
W orld  and N ational C ouncils o f C hurches in fo rm er ecclesiastical connections, is still acutely  em b ar
rassing  to us and contrary  to  ou r firm ly  held  convictions.

W hen we associated  ourselves w ith the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , we associated  ourselves 
w ith its p resbyteries and w ith the G eneral A ssem bly . W e did  not con tract to e ithe r the presbyteries 
o r the G eneral A ssem bly  the right to m ake fo r us any o ther assoc iations, least o f  all to ex tra-ecclesiastical 
organizations.

T herefore, we present this p ro test and request o f the G eneral A ssem bly  that it be
recorded according to the term s o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  45-3 .
E u g en eC . C ase Jam es A . Jones , Jr. V au g h n E . H athaw ay , Jr.
J . C urtis L ovelace T hom as T . E llis A nthony R . D allison
T om  B . Su llivan , Jr. Larry W . W ilson  W illiam  H . Rose
M itchell J . Byers D avid S . B oxerm an Law rence B . O ldaker
Larry E. Ball D aniel G . O sborne L loyd B. M oore
D av id R . D ively Jam es M. B ow en, Jr. E d w ard T . Noe
Seth Skolnitsky  G era ld  M alkus D avid F . C offin , Jr.
N elson M alkus G eorge B ragdon Jam es G ary A itken
T h o m asG . C ross J .W .  W hite  P e te rS ta z e n ll
S .E d d C a th e y  R ussell R . D oig R odney King
T hom as A. Fortney C h risT in d a ll D av idH all
John P. M acR ae D arw in  Jordan Steve W ilk ins
M orton H . Sm ith H ow ard G riffith

8. a. T hat the F ourteen th  G enera l A ssem bly  reissue the inv ita tion  o f  the PC A
to the O PC  to jo in  and be received  on the basis o f  the jo in t sta tem ent 
adop ted  by the E leven th  G eneral A ssem bly  (Ml 1GA, p . 127-128).

Adopted
b. T hat the P erm anen t C om m ittee  on In terchurch  R elations con tinue  to  be 

the appropriate  rep resen ta tive  o f  the PC A  fo r any d iscussion  pursuan t to 
Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing . Adopted

T he S tated  C lerk  w as d irec ted  to  include the vote o f  the O rthodox  P resby terian  C hurch 
G eneral A ssem bly  o f  78-68 in the com m un ication  to  the p resby teries regard ing  this 
m atter.

R eason: T he C om m ittee  felt that con tinued  d iscussion  o f  ecum en ical re la
tions betw een  the O P C  and PC A  is w arran ted . T he C om m ittee  a lso  feels that 
the p rocess o f  Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing  rem ains the best vehicle to ach ieve this.

9. a. T hat the C om m unication  from  the R eform ed E piscopal C hu rch  regard ing
the developm ent o f  fraternal re la tions be referred  to  the In terchurch  R e
lations C om m ittee  fo r study . Adopted

b. T hat the p rev iously  appo in ted  rep resen ta tive  o f  the R efo rm ed  E piscopal 
C hurch  be g iven the p riv ilege o f  the floo r to  bring  inform al g ree tings.

Adopted
10. T hat C om m unication  N o. 1, p. 34 , from  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in U ganda 

be referred  to the In terchurch  R elations C om m ittee  fo r th e ir standard  response 
to  such com m unications (cf. R ec. N o. 6 above). Adopted

11. T hat O verture  N o. 48 , p. 47 be answ ered  by reference  to  R ecom m endation  
No. 7. Adopted

12. T hat the policy  sta tem ent con ta ined  in Item  13-44, III, 7 (see 14-4, C , p. 66) 
is understood  to be rep laced  by the po licy  sta tem en t con ta ined  in R ecom m en
dation  N o. 6. Adopted

13. T hat the report as a  w hole be approved . Adopted 
Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
A scension T E  T hom as M . G regory
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C entral G eorg ia R E J . L aw rence C avanah
C ovenant T E T im  S tarnes
E astern  C anada T E M ichael G oheen
G race T E E ugene C ase , Secretary
N ew  R iver TE Don K. C lem ents, C hairm an
Philadelph ia R E T hom as A lbrech t
S iouxlands TE Edd C athey
W arrio r T E Bill R ose

C le rk ’s N ote: R ecom m endations 10, 11, 12 w ere hand led  in 14-41, p. 112. T hey  are 
included  here fo r easie r reference.

14-39 Recess.
The tim e for recess arrived and the M odera to r concluded  the m orn ing  session  at 

12:10 p .m . w ith prayer.

MINUTES— WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
June 25, 1986

Sixth Session

14-40 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 1:30 p .m . w ith the singing o f  “O  the D eep , D eep 

Love o f  Jesus” and p rayer by T E  T odd  W . A llen.

14-41 Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations.
T E  D on K. C lem en ts, chairm an , led in p rayer and con tinued  the C o m m ittee ’s

report. R ecom m endations 10, 11, and 12 w ere hand led  at th is tim e. See 14-38, p.
111 for the text.

T E  M orton H. Sm ith  in troduced  T E  P eter K im , retiring  m odera to r o f  the K orean 
A m erican P resbyterian  C hurch , w ho b rough t g ree tings to  the A ssem bly  from  th is sister 
C hurch .

14-42 Committee on Judicial Business.
T E  R odney T . K ing , cha irm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  a b rie f report o f  the 

C om m ittee.
1. C onstitu tional Inquiry  from  the C om m ission  to  ad jud icate  case N o. 4:

“W hat constitu tes ‘appea ran ce ’ under the term s o f  BCO 4 2 -11?  F or ex am 
p le , if  an appellan t o r  his counsel is in the A ssem bly  but does not appear 
before the com m ission  appo in ted  to  ad jud icate  the case by the end o f 
business on the second day , is it to  be considered  that he has not appeared?” 

A nsw er:
T hat “ appearance” shall be defined  as the personal p resence o f  the parties 
(or counsel) before the ad jud ica ting  body a fter reasonab le  notice has been 
g iven by that body . Adopted

14-43 Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America.
T E  H ow ard G riffith , chairm an , led in p rayer and  presen ted  the C o m m itte e ’s report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. M inutes o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee
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B. R eport o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee
C . O vertu res 3 , 9 , 10, 14, 22 , 30 , 33 , 36 , 38 , 39 , 4 5 , 50  (p. 53ff)

II. Major Issues Discussed
A. C o o rd in a to r’s verbal report.
B. M inutes
C. P resbytery  B oundaries
D . B uild ing  m atters
E. M ercy m inistries
F. Salary  pattern  for o rgan iz ing  pastors
G . In ternational S tudent M in istries
H . F inancial reporting  o f  R eform ed U niversity  M in istries
I. M N A ’s p lan for w estw ard  m ovem ent o f  the church 
J. C h ap la in ’s endorsem en t
K. M em bersh ip  sta tus o f  bap tized  serv icem en 
L. A ssem bly  sponsorsh ip  o f  the B ible S tudy H our 
M . Proposal fo r a new  C oord inato r
N . D evelopm ent o f  a new  C anad ian  denom ina tion . T he C om m ittee  o f  C o m m is

sioners w ishes the A ssem bly  to note tha t (ag reeab ly  to  the C oord inato r) a 
m ore felic itous sta tem ent o f  Section  L (p. 602) o f  the P erm anen t C o m m itte e ’s 
report w ould  be:
T he C anad ian  m em bers o f  the P resbytery  o f  Pacific N orthw est have agreed 
to  propose no o th er denom inational nam e fo r use in C anada. M eetings w ere 
held w ith the P resbytery  o f  E astern  C anada , as o rdered  by the 13th G eneral 
A ssem bly  (M13GA, p . 132). T he C anad ians agree to the goal o f  fo rm ing  a 
new  C anad ian  denom ina tion , sister to  the PC A , by the end  o f  th is cen tury . 
T o  accom plish  th is , they will need the special a tten tion  o f  the church  p lan ting  
arm  o f  the G A , and a generous, lov ing  com m itm en t from  the churches in the 
U SA .

0 .  B udget

III. Recommendations
1. T hat the A ssem bly  receive the paper en titled  “ D eaf M inistry : A G uide for 

C hu rches” w hich includes an anno ta ted  b ib liog raphy  o f  m aterials fo r m in istries 
w ith the d e a f as requested  by the 13th G A  and leave w ith C E /P  the responsi
bility  to  “assem ble  these m ateria ls and m ake them  availab le  to  local ch u rch es .” 
(A ppendix  J, A ttachm ent A as am ended  as fo llow s):
I. C hange head ing  to  “O utline fo r In tegrating  D eaf Persons In to  C h u rch .”

A .3 R eplace second  sentence w ith the fo llow ing :B ecom e aw are o f  the 
opposing  approaches to com m unication  and education  know n as 
O ralism  and M anualism . W ith in  the m anual app roach , learn the 
d ifferences betw een  A m erican  S ign L anguage and S igned  E nglish . 

A dd B. l . f .
M ake you r church  accessib le  to  the d ea f persons in the com m unity  
by purchasing  a T D D  (T elecom m unications D evice for the D eaf) 
and provide tra in ing  in its use.

A dd B .3 .
D evelop  a re la tionsh ip  w ith local in terp re ters o r in terp re ter referral 
agencies to  ensure p roper coverage  o f  serv ices and  even ts.

A dd B .4
C hurch  bu lle tin s, as w ell as any public ly  c ircu la ted  announcem ents
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of Church services, should advertise that interpreter services may be 
arranged if requested, giving the name o f the contact person and date 
by which notification should be made. This will preclude unnecessary 
contracting of interpreter services.

After C .4 .c  add
NOTE: Congregations should be aware that there is a substantial 
body of opinion among professionals in this field, with regard to the 
question of “subcongregations, mission churches, or autonomous 
churches" for the deaf, arguing that such structures are harmful to 
the best interests o f the deaf, and their integration into the Body of 
Christ.

Add C.5
To promote integration o f deaf persons into your congregations, offer 
Sign Language classes for all interested persons. Any deaf members 
may assist in the organization and instruction o f the class. 

RESOURCES
Add a Sign Language text. Gallaudet College book store has many 
to choose from. Basic Course in Manual Communication II, or The 
Joy o f Sign might be good choices. Charlotte Baker and Robbin 
Battison, editors o f Sign Language and the Deaf Community, National 
Association o f the Deaf. Also available at the Gallaudet College 
book store. Adopted

Grounds: These are helpful additions which do not conflict with the MNA 
proposal

2. W ith reference to A .2 (Appendix J, p. 351), Overture 3 (p. 53) and Overture 
36 (p. 56) that:
a. (1) That the General Assembly receive the “Biblical Guidelines for Mercy 

Ministry in the Presbyterian Church in Am erica” from its perm anent 
Com mittee on Mission to North Am erica as inform ation for our pres
byteries and congregations, so that our people might grow in their in
formed involvement in this important area of m inistry; and
(2) That the m oderator appoint a study com m ittee to define diaconal 
responsibilities both within and without the Body o f Christ, in the light 
o f Scriptures and o f the history of the Reform ed family o f Churches:

C lerk’s Note: This study Com m ittee consists of TE Tim Keller, Philadelphia; TE Fred 
M arsh, M ississippi Valley; TE Edmond Clowney, James River; TE Jam es Hatch, 
North Georgia; Deacon Frank Harder, Tenth PC; RE Hadley T. M itchell, Tennessee 
Valley; and TE Jimmy Lyons, Evangel.

(3) That this study com m ittee report to the Fifteenth General Assembly;
b. That the study com m ittee is to be funded by MNA with a maximum limit 

o f $5,000.
c. That “Love Expressed: Resources for Deacons” not be used as an approved 

guide to the office o f deacon until the work o f the study com m ittee is 
accom plished, but that the Christian Education & Publications Com m ittee 
be allowed to continue to distribute this work. Adopted

Grounds:
a. Overture 36 raises significant questions about the M ercy Ministry 

guidelines.
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b. The relationship of the diaconate to M ercy M inistries needs to be addres
sed. The current report does not mention deacons.

c. It is appropriate that M NA fund this study as a continuation o f the study 
already begun.

3. That the Assembly note the em ploym ent o f a Disaster Services Coordinator, 
as ordered, and urge that presbyteries proceed to identify area coordinators 
and train disaster response teams. That the Adm inistrative policies o f the 
"D isaster and Diaconal Fund" (Appendix J, A ttachm ent C, p. 367) be approved 
provisionally, for the use o f MNA in decision-m aking in the adm inistration 
of this fund, until those policies are received and reported on by the Study 
Com mittee on Diaconal and Mercy M inistry. Adopted 
Grounds: This deals with some of the same issues as those to be addressed 
by the study com mittee.

4. That the Assembly again approve an annual one day em phasis on mercy at 
the discretion of the church session and that an offering be encouraged for 
the A ssem bly 's Mercy M inistries. Adopted

5. That the Assembly recognize the Revolving Building Fund, operated as a 
trust, as ordered, but under the name "Investors Fund for Building and De
velopment, Presbyterian Church in A m erica.” (Appendix J, A ttachm ent D, 
p. 369) Adopted

6. That the Assembly accept the salary study done by 1A&R as satisfactorily 
answering its request for such a study and approve the guidelines for setting 
organizing pastor salaries as listed under III H in the perm anent com mittee 
report (Appendix J, p. 350). Adopted

7. That the Assembly answer the overture from the Presbytery o f Eastern Canada 
(MUG A , p. 132, III Recom mendation 3) by permitting the Canadians to take 
a nam e, or nam es, acceptable to Canadians without attem pting to disavow 
their international relationships. The Assembly on its part will order its C om 
mittee on Mission to North Am erica, and encourage its other presbyteries and 
churches, to offer the Canadians all possible aid for the developm ent o f a 
Canadian national church. The goal o f a Canadian denom ination by the year 
2000 is hereby declared.
The recom m endation was further am ended by adding to Attachment G (Ap
pendix J, p. 375), "W estern Expansion o f PC A ," a new 3.e:

“that the General Assembly order the Mission to North Am erica Com m it
tee to give greater effort in building PCA churches in Canada, and that 
the General Assembly encourage its other presbyteries and churches to 
offer the Canadians all possible aid for the developm ent o f PCA churches 
in Canada;” Adopted

See Appendix J, Attachment G, p. 375 for the full text.
8. a. That the Assembly adopt the following as the meaning of “endorse”

(1) Endorsement includes accreditation. The agency is declared a valid 
and worthy ministry. Endorsement goes beyond accreditation, how 
ever.

(2) Endorsement o f any agency is a statement that the General Assembly 
will not duplicate the agency 's service and will seek to actively 
support it from its resources.
(a) Individual donor level: an endorsed agency shall have access to 

the denom ination’s m ailing list on a schedule approved by the
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Com m ittee on Administration which shall also approve the con
tent o f the mailing with the concurrence of GA M NA.

(b) Local church level: The GA M NA Com m ittee shall formally 
recommend that the endorsed agency receive support from local 
churches and presbyteries.

(c) General Assembly Level: develop a plan o f cooperation with 
the endorsed agency to aid its expansion in areas o f PCA 
strength.” (See Attachment C ,I I ,c , l ,a .  p. 368) Adopted

b. That Bethany Christian Services be considered an endorsed agency under 
this definition. Adopted

c. The Assembly is asked to hear a ten-m inute report on Bethany Christian 
Services from Mr. Jam es K. Havem an, Bethany’s new Executive Direc
tor. Adopted

Ground: It will be clearer for the Assembly to consider the perm anent com m it
tee’s recom m endations in this form.

9. The Assembly is asked to recognize the developm ent o f International Student 
M inistries and approve the policy found in Attachment F (Appendix J, p. 
373) to cover missionaries with International Student M inistries and Ethnic 
Church Development. Adopted
Grounds: This policy is m odeled on tested M TW  policies. The M NA Com m it
tee expressed its intention to include Ethnic Church Developm ent under these 
policies.

10. The Assembly is asked to review the plan of MNA and the three western 
presbyteries to accom plish the A ssem bly’s wishes for em phasis on western 
expansion and support the concept o f a western office to facilitate this em phasis 
over a period of five years. (Attachment G , Appendix J, p. 375 amended as 
follows)

3 .a .4) insert “offer to” before “provide” and strike 3.e. Adopted 
Grounds:
1. on 3 .a .4) This is to make clear that primary responsibility for church 

planting within the bounds o f presbyteries remains with the pres
byteries.

2. Strike M N A ’s 3.e - this is covered by recom m endation 7.
11. That M N A ’s recommendation B .4 (Appendix J, p. 352) be referred to the 

Permanent Com mittee on Judicial Business. Adopted 
Grounds: M N A ’s recommendation was seen to contradict BCO 46-4. The 
Com mittee o f Com m issioners did not have time to consider the constitutional 
issues adequately.

12. That the Joint Com mission on Chaplains have its constitution am ended under 
Article III (as follows):

“The Com mission may serve as the endorsing agency for applicants on 
non-mem ber denom inations which are in doctrinal agreement with the 
standards of the m em ber denom inations. Formal applications from non
member denom inations will be handled on a case by case basis and will 
be subject to approval at the next meeting of the Com m ission. Adopted

13. The Assembly is asked to approve the use of the Bible Study Hour broadcast 
o f TE James Boice and recommend that its Com m ittee on M ission to North 
Am erica, presbyteries and churches sponsor the broadcast as a means of 
making the PCA known, for the developm ent o f the church and of new



JOURNAL 117

congregations, and recommend that its Com m ittee on M NA, presbyteries, 
and churches consider sponsoring the broadcast. Adopted
Grounds:
1. To specify the radio ministry o f the Bible Study Hour.
2. That sponsorship be left up to the individual judicatories.

14. The budget and income of MNA has grown at a steady pace; the percentage 
is approxim ately twice that o f com m unicant growth. For this we thank God. 
The budget request for the new fiscal year is directly in line with this steady 
developm ent and we recommend it to the Assembly for its approval and 
support. Deferred, see 14-74, III, 44, p. 173

15. (See MNA Report, Appendix J, Recom m endation No. 9, p. 353) Because o f 
the increasing num ber of requests for changes in Presbytery boundaries it is 
recommended that a section be added to the Rules for Assembly O perations, 
possibly numbered X, moving the subsequent sections back by one number:

10-1 It is the responsibility o f  the General Assembly to determ ine pres
bytery boundaries but only with the concurrence o f those existing presby
teries affected and usually as a result o f their initiative.

10-2 In order that changes in presbytery boundaries may be made in 
an orderly way and new presbyteries created after due consideration, the 
stated clerk shall respond to any request for a change in a presbytery’s 
boundaries, or for a new presbytery, by referring the m atter to a Subcom 
mittee on Boundaries to be appointed by and under the jurisdiction of 
the permanent Com m ittee on M ission to North America.

10-3 The subcommittee will report to the permanent Com m ittee on 
Mission to North America which will report its recom m endation, together 
with all pertinent material, to the General Assembly through the Com m it
tee of Com m issioners on M ission to North America.

Grounds: A sentence was removed from 10-3 which spoke of developing criteria.
This would be out o f place in a permanent rule.

Carried over to the next General Assembly due to the fact that there were not 2/3 of 
the Assembly present.

16. That Mission to North Am erica be authorized to operate under this procedure 
proposed under the above recom m endations until it can be acted upon by the 
Fifteenth General Assembly. Adopted

17. That Overtures 9 and 15, p. 54 dealing with Newport, TN be answered in 
the affirmative. Adopted

18. That Overtures 22, p. 54, 33, p. 55, and 44, p. 60, dealing with Catawba 
C o ., NC, be answered in the affirmative. Adopted

19. That Overture 39, p. 59 dealing with Philadelphia Presbytery be answered in 
the affirmative. Adopted

20. That Overture 10, p. 54 dealing with the boundary status o f Kansas be referred 
to the proposed subcommittee on presbytery boundaries. Adopted

21. That Overture 38, p. 58 be answered in the affirm ative and Texas be added 
into Korean Central. Adopted

22. That Overture 45, p. 60 regarding policies for division o f presbyteries be 
referred to the proposed subcom m ittee on presbytery boundaries. Adopted
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23. That Overture 50, p. 60 regarding the extension o f presbyteries to include all 
o f geographical U .S. be referred to the prosposed subcommittee on presbytery 
boundaries. Adopted

24. That Overture 30, p. 55 dealing with the Five Million Fund, be answered in 
the affirmative after substituting the following for point 4: “That the GA 
request the Coordinator to make the building needs o f our churches known 
on a regular basis through the Messenger. Adopted  
Grounds:

1. There has not been adequate response from direct mail efforts.
2. Point 4 as originally proposed might require additional staff.

25. (See Report, Appendix J, recommendation 8, p. 352)
That TE Terry Gyger be elected Coordinator o f the Com m ittee on Mission 
to North America for the com ing year beginning on July 15, 1986. Mr. Gyger 
was bom  in G lendale, Arizona and is 52 years o f age. He is a graduate of 
the University o f Arizona where he also received his M asters Degree in 
Education. The M asters in Theology was earned at the Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Denver. Terry was founder of Men in Action (later 
M inistries in A ction), and served as its president from 1961 to 1975. In 1975 
he was ordained by the South Florida Presbytery o f the PCA and was called 
to Immanuel Church, PCA, which he served for five years. From 1981 until 
1984 he served the Com m ittee on Mission to North Am erica as Assistant 
Coordinator for Church Development. For two years he has been the Assistant 
Pastor o f Perimeter Church in Atlanta. Mr. Gyger was chosen by a search 
com mittee com prised o f TE Frank Barker (chairm an), TE Jam es Baird, RE 
Gordon Shaw, RE David G raves, and RE Bob Ranson. He was approved by 
the MNA Com mittee on June 6 and that Com m ittee now offers his name in 
nom ination. Adopted

26. (See recommendation 10, Appendix J, p. 353) Recom mend to the GA that 
it “Receive MNA Supplemental Report A ttachment I (p. 378) and approve it 
as a standard format whereby the Reformed University M inistries o f the 
Committee on Mission to North Am erica can report its m inistries, staff and 
finances. The A ssem bly’s auditors believed that a simple report o f financial 
activity to the Assembly was all that was necessary, rather than a separate 
(from MNA) audited statement. The GA com m ittee in the area of campus 
ministries acts as an administrative channel for the funds for the presbyteries 
and provide an audited report o f the funds to the presbyteries involved.

Adopted
NOTE: this only has changes in the order o f sentences.

27. That the General Assembly encourage local churches to give serious consid
eration to making a contribution to the diaconal fund o f Siouxlands Presbytery 
for the relief o f farm families in their churches who have been hurt by the 
farm crisis. Adopted

28. That the Minutes identified above be approved with notations. Adopted

M INORITY REPORT

That the minutes of the Permanent Com m ittee on Mission to North Am erica for 
6/17/85, 9/5/85, 12/5/85, 3/6/86, 6/5/86 be approved with the following exceptions.

1. Exception is taken to the minutes o f 9/5/85 (9-85-34) and 3/6/86 (3-86-38) 
where the Com mittee approves the concept o f placing a lien on property for
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which MNA has provided funds when repaym ent is six months in arrears. 
Grounds:
a. These actions are contrary to BCO 14-1-7 in that the General Assembly 

has not approved the concept.
b. These actions raise serious questions in regard to BCO  25-8.

Defeated
2. Exception is taken to the minutes o f 9/5/85 (9-85-38) and 12/5/85 (12-85-32) 

where an interest-free loan is taken from the Five Million Fund to develop 
the Revolving Building Fund. Defeated

T E  D. A. C odling  requested  that his affirm ative vote on R ecom m endation  2 be recorded.

Grounds:
a. Such action violates the original purpose o f the Five Million Fund, which 

was to provide interest-free money to new churches to build necessary 
buildings.

b. Such action violates the implied trusts o f those who contributed to the 
Five Million Fund as an interest-free fund.

c. Such action takes money that should be available to churches, interest- 
free, out o f circulation.

Signed,
Brent Bradley, Carl Bogue
Jim Fletcher, Bob H ezlep, Dale Smith

29. That the audit o f MNA (available in the Office o f the Stated Clerk) be approved.
Adopted

30. With grateful praise to God we com mend Dr. J. Philip Clark, the staff of 
M NA, and the permanent com m ittee for their diligence and selfless service 
throughout the past year, and ask that the Chairman o f MNA be given a brief 
time for the purpose of expressing our gratitude for Philip C lark’s service to 
MNA for the past eleven years. That Dr. Clark continue as interim coordinator 
until July 15, 1986. Adopted

31. That the report be received as a whole. Adopted

Following a brief recognition o f Dr. Clark for his years o f faithful and inspiring 
leadership, and the introduction o f the new MNA Coordinater, TE Terry G yger, the 
Assembly was led in prayer by TE Cortez A. Cooper, J r ., chairm an o f the perm anent 
Mission to North America Com mittee.

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
Ascension TE Carl. W . Bogue
Central Carolina TE L. Kenneth Hash
Central Georgia RE JohnT . Bailee, Jr.
Covenant TE R. C. Cannada, Jr.
Delmarva RE David Coffin, Jr.
Eastern Canada TE Robert A. M cPherson
Eastern Carolina TE Jam es K. W orkm an, Secretary
Evangel RE Bob Hezlep
Grace TE W alt Shepard
James River TE Howard G riffith, Chairman
■Korean Eastern RE Chi W an Kim
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Presbytery Commissioner
M ississippi Valley RE JackC . Treloar, Jr.
Missouri RE Jack Carran
New Jersey RE Dennis Lytle
North Georgia TE Jim Fletcher
North Texas TE Dale L. Smith
Northeast TE JohnL . Vance
Philadelphia RE Len Buckman
Siouxlands TE Stan Sundberg
Southwest TE Bob Stuart
W arrior TE W illiam (Billy) Joseph
W estm inster TE G. Brent Bradley

During this report, the Assembly paused for intercessory prayer for one covenant 
child seriously ill with a kidney problem.

14-44 Committee on Judicial Business.
TE Rodney King, chairm an, made a partial report for the Com m ittee on Judicial 

Business. Recom mendation # 5 2  was handled at this tim e. See 14-52, p. 122 for the 
entire text o f the report.
Constitutional Inquiry from the Com mission to adjudicate case No. 5:

“W hat constitutes a judicial com mission under the term s o f BCO  15-2? Specifically, 
must a presbytery act to ‘clo the’ a com mission with judicial authority in order to 
meet the constitutional requirem ents o f 15-2 as a ‘judicial com m ission.’ If the 
presbytery must act, what action must be taken?”

Answer:
“A judicial com mission is a com mission appointed in accordance with BCO  15-2 
with instructions to adjudicate a matter. Such a com m ission may only be appointed 
after the charges have been approved for process by the court under BCO  32-3."

Adopted

14-45 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
Recommendation 62 was handled at this time. See 14-52, p. 122 for the entire report.

14-46 Committee of Commissioners on the PCA Foundation.
TE Todd W. Allen, chairm an, led in prayer and presented the C om m ittee’s report. 

TE Edmund P. Clowney assumed the chair at the request o f the moderator.
I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. Report of the Permanent Com mittee
B. M inutes o f the Permanent Committee
C. Business Carried Over - method o f funding

II. Major Issues Discussed
A. Report of the Permanent Com mittee
B. M ethod o f Funding

III. Recommendations
1. Jack Hudson be com m ended for his diligent work as PCAF director, and that 

he, the director, be given 5 minutes to report on the work before the General 
Assembly. Adopted

2. The Budget o f 133,804.00 for the PCAF be approved for 1986-1987 year 
(Appendix C, p. 293). Deferred to 14-74, 111, 46, p . 173
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3. T he tw o (2) regu la r vacancies o f  the board  be filled.
Deferred to 14-60, p. 140

4. E ach church  be encouraged  to  consider the various w ays the Foundation  can 
serve them , such as: sem inars , literature  and aud io -v isual m ateria ls to  educate  
their people in effec tive  g iv ing  (See A ppendix  M , p. 421). Adopted

5. Each church  be encouraged  to  partic ipa te  in the M em orial G ift P rogram  
(A ppendix  M , p. 421). Adopted

6. R idge H av en 's  unpaid  share o f  the P C A F 's  support be carried  as “ accounts 
rece iv ab le ,” and that R idge H aven be d irec ted  by G A  to beg in  paym ent as 
soon as possib le . Adopted

7. R idge H aven w as perm itted  to  w ithdraw  from  its partic ipa tion  in the PC A  
Foundation . Adopted

8. As per the d irec tives o f  the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  the F oundation  B oard  o f  
D irectors has considered  the cu rren t m ethod  o f  funding  its annual budget by 
the four com m ittees and tw o agencies o f  the PC A . A ny undesignated  gifts 
received  by the Foundation  are d is tribu ted  equally  to  the fou r com m ittees and 
tw o agencies. Adopted

9. T hat the report as a w hole be adopted . Adopted

Commissioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
A scension TE R obert E ickelberg
C entral F lorida RE C huck  B lack
C entral G eorg ia RE H arry  B roadm an Jr.
G race T E D an T hom pson
G reat Lakes RE T om  Stein
Jam es R iver T E Joe M ullen
M ississippi V alley RE R obert G illesp ie
N orth G eorg ia T E T odd  A llen
Philadelph ia T E W illard  Lutz
Southeast A labam a T E Bill D ever
S outhern  F lorida T E Jim  B land
S outhw est T E C harles T urner
T ennessee  V alley RE Bill Sm ith
W estm inster T E T om  Sullivan

14-47 Recess.
T he A ssem bly  voted  to  reconvene at 9 :40  p .m . fo llow ing  the even ing  service 

and program  presen tation  and recessed  at 5 :30  p .m . w ith p ray er by T E  R oland 
B arnes.

MINUTES— WEDNESDAY EVENING
June 25, 1986

Seventh Session

14-48 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 10:00 p .m .,  fo llow ing  the even ing  serv ice and  program  

presen ta tions, being led in p rayer by T E  H enry S. T h igpen . R E  Jack  W illiam son  
assum ed the chair.
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14-49 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
T E  J. S teven W ilkins continued  the C o m m ittee ’s report. R ecom m endations 11 and 

12 w ere handled  at this tim e. N egative votes o f  recom m endation  10 w ere en tered  at 
th is tim e. See 14-52, p. 122 for the entire report.

14-50 Recess.
T he order o f  the day for recess hav ing  arrived , the A ssem bly  recessed  at 10:45 

p .m . and w as led in p rayer by T E  W illiam  A . F ox , Jr.

MINUTES— THURSDAY MORNING
June 26, 1986

Eighth Session 

14-51 Reconvening.
The A ssem bly  reconvened  at 8:15 a .m . in the T enth  P resbyterian  C hurch , P h iladel

ph ia , PA . F ollow ing  the sing ing  o f  “O T hou T hat H ea r’st W hen S inners C ry ” and 
p rayer by the M odera to r, T E  Jam es M . B oice in troduced  R E C . E vere tt K oop , Surgeon 
G eneral o f  the U nited  S tates o f  A m erica, w ho addressed  the A ssem bly  on the subject 
o f  po rnography  and prostitu tion , especially  as they affect the em o tiona l, m oral, phys
ical, and spiritual health  o f  ou r c itizen ry . T he special o rder conc luded  w ith all jo in ing  
to  sing “C hris tian , D ost T hou  See T h em ” and p rayer by T E  B oice. A b rie f recess w as 
taken  w hile the com m issioners m oved to a tem porary  m eeting  room  in the annex o f  
the A cadem y o f  M usic.

14-52 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
C om m issioners reassem bled  in the R ehearsal Hall o f  the A cadem y o f  M usic. TE 

M ack F. H arrell led in p rayer. R E  W . Jack W illiam son  cam e to the cha ir at the request 
o f  the m oderator, and the C om m ittee ’s report con tinued . R ecom m endations 13-20.
22-28 , 30 -33 , 42 -4 9 , 54-59 w ere handled  at this tim e. T he en tire  report is presen ted  
here fo r easy  reference.

Recommendations
1. T hat the response o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  to  the G eneral A ssem bly  

assignm ent proposing  an am endm ent to  BCO 45 to  c larify  the issue o f  accep t
able d issen ts be sustained as am ended  as follow s:
45-1 A ny m em ber o f  a court w ho had  a right to vote on a question , and

is not satisfied  w ith the action  taken  by that co u rt, is en titled  to  have 
a d issen t o r p ro test recorded . W ritten  notice o f  such d issen t o r p ro test 
shall be filed  w ith  the clerk  o f  the court no la ter than the end o f  the 
next stated  m eeting o f  the court.

45-2  A dissen t is a decla ration  on the part o f  one or m ore m em bers o f  
a m inority , expressing  a d ifferen t opinion from  the m ajority  in its action 
on any issue before  the cou rt, and m ay be accom pan ied  w ith the reasons 
on w hich it is founded.

45-3 A  pro test is a m ore solem n and form al decla ra tion  by m em bers o f
a m inority , bearing  their testim ony against w hat they  deem  an im proper 
o r erroneous action  on any issue befo re  the cou rt, and is generally  
accom pan ied  w ith the reasons on w hich it is founded .

45-4  I f  a p ro test o r d issen t be couched  in tem pera te  language , and be
respectfu l to  the court, it shall be recorded; and the cou rt m ay , if  deem ed
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necessary , put an answ er to the d issen t o r p ro test on the reco rds along 
w ith it. H ere the m atter shall en d , unless the parties ob tain  perm ission  
to w ithdraw  their d issen t o r p ro test ab so lu te ly , o r fo r the sake o f  am end
m ent.

45-5  N one can jo in  in d issen t o r p ro test against an action  o f  any court 
excep t those w ho had a right to vote in the case.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteries for advice and consent
2. T hat the response o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  to  the G eneral A ssem bly  

assignm ent to  rev iew  the M inutes o f  P alm etto  P resbytery  for 1984 be sustained .
Adopted

3. T hat the response o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  to  the G eneral A ssem bly  
assignm ent to  rev iew  the action  o f  C entral C aro lina  P resbytery  regard ing  an 
excep tion  to  their M inutes o f  1983 be sustained . Adopted

4. T hat C ase 1, the C om plain t o f  T E  G entry  et al. against the P resby tery  o f  
C alvary , be found in o rder, and that a C om m ission  be appo in ted  to adjud icate  
the m atter. The com m ittee  nom inates the fo llow ing  com m issioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. P alm er R obertson , D elm arva C. E. H ornsby , W arrio r
2 S cott R eiber, C entral G eorg ia B ob S teadm an , S iouxlands
3. Bill D ever, SE A labam a H ow ard  E lam s, C entral F lorida
4. Irw in M orrison . Ph iladelph ia C harles R oberts , G race
5. A lan S torey . N ew  Jersey Ed R obeson , W . C aro lina
6. D ale S m ith , N . T exas, C onvener W illiam  R ussell, Jam es R iver
7. B rent B rad ley . W estm inster Frank B rock , T ennessee  V alley
8. T im  F ortner, C ovenant alt. R obert K ing , E vangel
9. Jam es M eek . L ouisiana alt. O .H . S m ith , G u lf C oast

Adopted
(See 14-91, p. 224 , for the ad jud ica tion .)

5. T hat C ase 2, the C om plain t o f  T E  H athaw ay et al. against the P resbytery  o f
G race , be found in o rder, and that a C om m ission  be appo in ted  to  ad jud icate
the m atter. T he com m ittee nom inates the fo llow ing  com m issioners: 
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. Joseph R yan , J. R iver, C onvener Ira B urton , C alvary
2. A lfred S aleeby , C . C aro lina  H arry B roadm an , C entral G eorg ia
3. R. C . Sprou l, C entral F lorida R obert O ldaker, A scension
4. M ike S arte lle , C ovenant M ike W addell, W . C aro lina
5. G erald  M alkus, Palm etto  Bill S m ith , T ennessee  V alley
6. T om  B arnes, Southeast A labam a A ndrew  B elz. S iouxlands
7. D avid Brow n. Pacific D on M oore, G reat Lakes
8. alt. R obert R ayburn , Pacific N W  Frank O aks, G u lf  C oast
9. alt. Jam es R ichw ine, S. F lorida alt. D on L ong , N ew  Jersey

Adopted
(See 14-68. p. 148 for the ad jud ica tion .)

6. T hat C ase 3, the C om plain t o f  R E  K night against the P resbytery  o f  P alm etto ,
be found in o rder, and that a C om m ission  be appo in ted  to ad jud icate  the
m atter. T he com m ittee  nom inates the fo llow ing com m issioners:
Teaching Elders
1. S teven C hris tian , C . FL, C onvener John  R am irez, Jam es R iver
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2. M orton W hitm an , M issouri Jam es H aber, D elm arva
3. W illiam  S tanw ay, G race R ichard  T y n d all, W . C aro lina
4. Jim  B land, S. F lorida W illiam  M ontgom ery , Southw est
5. A rt B rodw ick , A scension W illiam  F airies, S r .,  E . C aro lina
6. D on C lem en ts, N ew  R iver W in s te rT ray n h am , C alvary
7. R andy D avis, T ennessee  V alley  G era ld  S overe ign , G u lf  C oast
8. R obert Schw anebeck , M iss. V alley alt. G eorge  N ottingham . C . G A
9. T im othy  S tarnes, C ovenant alt. W alter Z um bach , P h iladelph ia

Adopted
See 14-71, p. 163 for the ad jud ica tion .)
T hat C ase 4 , the A ppeal o f  TE  S teele against the P resbytery  o f  G reat L akes, 
be found in o rder, and that a C om m ission  be appo in ted  to  ad jud ica te  the 
m atter. T hat C ase # 7  o f  T E  Shell vs. G reat Lakes P resbytery  be found not 
in order. I f  the A ssem bly find  the appeal not in o rder, w e recom m end  that 
this com plain t then be found in order. T he com m ittee  nom inates the fo llow ing 
com m issioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. C arol S m ith , C . F L , C onvener R obert R ansom , Jam es R iver
2. E ugene C ase, G race C laude V ernon , Palm etto
3. Bob C argo , N orth G eorg ia  T hom as D izer, D elm arva
4. John D ebardeleben , P h iladelph ia  R oger Ingalson , T ennessee  V alley
5. M ike S anders, SE  A labam a B yung O h , K orean
6. Jim  Jones , W estm inster T hurston  Futch , C . G eorg ia
7. Ron P arrish , N orth G eorg ia  R obert B adoux , A scension
8. M ichael A h lburg , C ovenant alt. Bill G a tes , G race
9. John H all, C alvary  alt. Ben C am p , E vangel

Adopted
(See 14-70, p. 161 for the ad jud ica tion .)
T hat C ase 5, the A ppeal o f  RE A bee et al. against the P resbytery  o f  Jam es 
R iver, be found in o rder, and that a C om m ission  be appo in ted  to  adjud icate  
the m atter. The com m ittee nom inates the fo llow ing com m issioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. John R opp , P alm etto , C onvener Jam es C avanah , C entral G eorg ia
2. Phil D ouglas, D elm arva V irgil R oberts , N ew  R iver
3. B ailey C adm an . A scension G eorge G u lley . G race
4. C ortez C ooper, Pacific A. W . P earson , C alvary
5. Joe G rider, C ovenant W illiam  H arris IV . G u lf  C oast
6. R obert G . R ayburn , M issouri R ichard  S pringer, N ew  Jersey
7. G eorge B rengle , S. F lorida G eorge H arris , P h iladelph ia
8. D ana S toddard , T ennessee  V alley alt. John F orm an , C entral F lorida
9. alt. T hom as C heeley , E vangel L indsey  S am pson , S. F lorida

Adopted
(See 14-84, p. 179 for the ad jud ica tion .)

T hat the fo llow ing  be adopted  by the A ssem bly  as the response  to C o n stitu 
tional Inquiry 1 from  G ainev ille  P resbyterian  C hurch , G ain ev ille , V A , (reg ard 
ing several pastors on church staff). (A ppendix  I, I .C . l ,  p .329 ).

“The PC A  BCO 4-3 reads ‘Its ju risd ic tio n , being a jo in t pow er, is lodged
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in the church  session , w hich consists  o f  its Pasto r, P asto rs, its A ssociate  
Pastor(s) and its R uling E ld e rs .’ BCO 12-1 (4) reads ‘T he church  Session 
consists o f  the pasto r, associate  pasto r(s), if  there be any , and  the R uling 
E lders o f  a c h u rc h .’ T hus the BCO is not consisten t.

PC A  practice  has been to  recogn ize  one p asto r as the ‘sen io r p a s to r’ in 
churches served by m ultip le  pasto rs. (See BCO 12-1 and 23 -1 ,3 )

S ince the BCO m akes no specific  p rov ision  fo r co -pasto rs , various sections 
w hich clearly  envision  a single pasto r w ould  cause d ifficu lties fo r w hich the 
BCO p rov ides no solu tion  (e .g . the M odera to r o f  the S ession , succession  to 
the S en io r Pastor).

On the p rincip le  o f  p lu rality  o f  e ld e rs , the concep t o f  co -pas to r w ould  not 
be enim ical to  p resby terian ism . T hat ‘m ultip le  p as to rs ’ o r ‘co -p a s to rs’ have 
historical p receden t in p resby terian ism  is found  in What is Presbyterian Law?, 
J .A . H odge, 1903 e d ., p .49 . ‘W hat are co -pasto rs?  M in isters associa ted  as 
pastors over one or m ore ch u rches , hav ing  equal au th o r ity .’ T he BCO o f  the 
PC U S, 1932, X IV . 64  reads ‘In churches w here there are 2 o r m ore P asto rs, 
they sha ll, w hen p resen t, a lte rnate ly  p re s id e ’ (at a session  m eeting).

T herefo re , the G eneral A ssem bly  instructs the C om m ittee  on Jud icial 
B usiness to  prepare language to  c larify  the procedures fo r u tiliz ing  co -pasto rs 
in a m anner consistan t w ith B iblical teach ing  on the p lurality  o f  e lders as has 
been recognized  in P resbyterian  p o lity .”
G R O U N D S : T he recognition  o f  am bigu ity  in the BCO and  the absence  o f
specific p rov isions for the function ing  o f  co -pasto rs is in su ffic ien t reason to  
advise against the practice  o f  co -pasto rs w hich both the m ajo rity  and m inority  
reports recognize as hav ing  B iblical w arran t and h isto rical P resby terian  p rece
den t. T he BCO C hap ter 1 specifically  addresses the p rio rity  o f  S crip ture  and 

. the ob ligation  o f  church  courts to  upho ld  the law s o f  S crip tu re . Adopted 
- 10. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  answ er C onstitu tional Inquiry  # 2  from  W estm in 

ster P resby terian  C hurch  G o dfry , IL , (regard ing  partic ipa tion  in the L o rd ’s 
table) (A ppendix  I, I .C .2 , p . 330) by say ing , “T h is m atter should  be left to 
the spiritual d iscernm en t o f  the S ess io n .” Adopted

The follow ing com m issioners requested  that the ir negative votes be recorded: TE s Carl W . B ogue, D avid 
D ively, H ow ard G riffith , L aw rence B. O ldaker, R obert C . Peterson , Peter S tazen II and R E  R obert L. 
O ldaker.

"add  follow ing the w ord 'S e ss io n .' ’Sessions are to be guided in this m atter by decisions 
o f  the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  (in C ase 2, M lI G A ,  p. 139ff) and the T w elfth  G eneral 
A ssem bly (in C ases 4 , 5 , and 7 , M I2 G A ,  p. I7 3 f0  w hich address this issue. Such actions 
o f  p revious G eneral A ssem blies are to be understood in light o f  BC O  14-7 as it has been 
adopted  by this A ssem b ly .’” D efea ted

T E  David D ively requested  his affirm ative vote be recorded.

11. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry  
# 3  from  the P resbytery  o f  N orth  T ex as, (R egard ing  jud ic ia l p rocedure in a
p articu lar ca se .)  (A ppendix  I, I .C .3 , p. 330) be ra tified . Adopted

12. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 4  from  the A bbott M em orial C h u rch , B altim ore, M D  (R egard ing  d iscip line 
o f  church  m em bers, BCO 4) (A ppendix  I, I .C .4 , p. 330) be ratified .

Adopted
13. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 

# 5  from  the G ainesv ille  P resby terian  C hurch , G ainesv ille , V A  (R egard ing  
m en w ho have taken excep tion  w ith the C onstitu tional S tandards) (A ppendix  
I, I .C .5 , p .331) be ratified  as am ended  as follow s:

“W hen a m an is o rdained  w ith the a llow ance o f  excep tions to  his full accep-
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tance o f  the PCA  standards, he thereby  ob tains (1) approval o f  h is su itab ility  
to  function  w ith in  the o rdained  o ffice , and  (2) liberty  to  believe and live in 
som e w ay not fully in accord  w ith  som e portion  o f  those standards. T his 
allow ance o f  excep tions, how ever, does not w arran t his teach ing  o r p reach ing  
o f  that m atter so as to  d is tu rb  the peace and purity  o f  the church . T he court 
o f  ju risd ic tion  m ust de term ine in each situation  w hether such unw arran ted  
actions have o ccu rred .” Adopted

14. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 6  from  the S toney Point R eform ed P resby terian  C hurch , B on A ir, VA 
(R egard ing  rem oving  m em bers from  rolls) (A ppendix  I, I .C .6 , p. 331) be 
ratified . Adopted

15. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 7  from  the M issouri P resby tery , (R egard ing  p rocedure in the course o f  a 
trial) (A ppendix  I, I .C .7 , p . 331) be ratified . Adopted

16. T hat the answ er o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 8  from  the T rin ity  P resbyterian  C hurch , S ta tesboro , G A  (R egard ing  pow ers 
o f  a C ongregation  and Session) (A ppendix  I, I .C .8 , p . 331) be ratified .

Adopted
17. T hat the answ er o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 

# 9  from  the C ovenant P resbyterian  C hurch , C o lum bia  SC (R egard ing  nom i
nations and elec tions o f  e lders) (A ppendix  I, I .C .9 , p. 332) be ratified .

Adopted
18. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 

# 1 0  from  the P resbytery  o f  E astern  C anada, (R egard ing  the refusal o f  the 
T h irteen th  G A  to accep t a jud ic ia l re fe rence .) (A ppendix  I, I .C .1 0 , p. 332) 
be ratified . Adopted

19. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 1 1  from  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension , (R egard ing  BCO 19 -2 .D serm ons 
p resen ted  to  p resbyery .) (A ppendix  I, I.C . 11, p. 333) be ra tified . Adopted

20. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 1 2  from  the G reat L akes P resby tery , (R egard ing  suspension  o f  one w ho has 
appealed  to G A ) (A ppendix  I, E C . 12, p. 333) be ratified . Adopted

21. T hat the advice o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  to  the S tated  C lerk  regard ing  
the possib le  conflic t betw een R A O  6-1 and 8-1 (A ppendix  I, I .D . l ,  p. 333) 
be am ended  and ratified  as fo llow s, “ R egard ing  the possib le  conflic t betw een 
R A O  6-1 and 8-1. T he C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners advises the A ssem bly  
that it sees no conflic t. R eports from  A d Interim  com m ittees go d irec tly  to 
the assem bly , to  be fo llow ed im m ediately  and p rio r to the A ssem b ly ’s vote 
by a report o f  the appropriate  C om m ittee(s) o f  C om m issioners . "See 14-8, p. 81

22. T hat O verture  1, p. 48 from  C entral G eorg ia  P resbytery  be answ ered  by the 
action  on O verture  4 . Adopted

23. T hat O verture 2 , p. 48 from  the P resbytery  o f  W estern  C aro lina  be answ ered  
by R ecom m endation  # 3 7 .  Adopted

24. T hat O verture  6 , p. 48 from  N orthern  Illinois P resbytery  be referred  to the 
A d-In terim  C om m ittee  on the G eneral A ssem bly  w ith no recom m endation .

Adopted
25. T hat O verture  4 , p. 48 from  L ou isiana  P resbytery  be found in o rder and 

adopted . Adopted
26. T hat O verture  11, p. 49 from  E astern  C aro lina P resbytery  be den ied . 

G rounds: It is unnecessarily  restric tive and the BCO p rov ides for cases o f
abuse. Adopted
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27. T hat O vertu re  13, p. 50 from  Pacific  N orthw est P resbytery  be den ied .
Adopted

28. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  refer action  on O vertu re 12, p. 49 from  Pacific 
N orthw est P resby tery  to  the C om m ittee  on P aedocom m union  to  be considered  
a fter the ir study report has been  received  by a  subsequen t G eneral A ssem b ly .

Adopted
29. T hat O verture  24 , p. 50 from  N orthern  Illinois P resby te ry , regard ing  BCO 

57 be found in o rder and that it be reported  to  the A ssem bly  at the tim e o f  
voting on BCO am endm ents . Adopted

30. T hat O vertu re  26 , p . 51 from  Pacific  P resbytery  be jo in ed  to and answ ered  
by R ecom m endation  # 5 2 .  Adopted

31. T hat O vertu re  25 , p . 51 from  E vangel P resbytery  be answ ered  by action  on 
O vertu re  4  (See R ec. # 2 5  above). Adopted

32. T hat in regards to  the assignm ent by G eneral A ssem bly  to  exam ine the response 
o f  W estern  C aro lina  P resbytery  to  an excep tion  to  the ir m inutes —  that their 
response be found  sa tisfactory . Adopted

33. T hat in regards to  the assignm ent by G enera l A ssem bly  to  develop  unified  
language for licen tia tes and o rd inands to  record  scrup les (14 -4 , C , p. 67) that 
the Perm anent C om m ittee on Jud icial B usiness be d ism issed  from  th is ass ign 
m ent w ith thanks. Adopted

34. T hat the p roposed  D irectory  o f  W orsh ip  be referred  back to  the P resbyteries 
for study and that the G eneral A ssem bly  d irect the P resbyteries to m eet and 
docket fo r study the D irectory  o f  W orsh ip  by January  31 , 1987 and that the 
p resby teries subm it the ir evalua tions in w riting  to  the C om m ittee  on Jud icial 
B usiness by February  28 , 1987. Adopted

35. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  assignm ent to  study  the possib le  am endation  o f  
BCO 19-9 be answ ered  by the action  o f  the A ssem bly  on O vertu re  4  sustain ing  
the advice o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee . (See R ecom m endation  2 5 ) Adopted

36. T hat the assignm ent o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  regard ing  O vertu re  23 to  the 
T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  that the recom m endation  be answ ered  by the 
action  o f  the A ssem bly  on O vertu re  # 4 ,  R ecom m endation  25. Adopted

37. T hat the response  o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  to the C onstitu tional Inquiry 
raised  under the report o f  R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resby teries at the T h irteen th  
G eneral A ssem bly  (A ppendix  I, 37 , p. 346) be sustained . Adopted

38. T hat the response o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  to  evalua te  the response  o f  
the N orth T exas P resbytery  to  p rev ious excep tions to  its m inutes be sustained .

Adopted
39. T hat the response o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  to  evalua te  the response  o f  

the K orean E astern  P resbytery  to  p rev ious excep tions to  its m inu tes be su s
ta ined . Adopted

40. T hat the com plain t o f  T E  Shell be found  not in o rder. (See R ecom m endation  
7 above). Adopted

41. T hat C ase 8, the six com plain ts o f  T E  D ye et al. vs. M issouri P resbytery  be 
found in o rder and that a sing le  com m ission  be appo in ted  to  ad jud ica te  all 
the com plain ts. T he com m ittee  nom inates the fo llow ing  com m issioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. D avid B ryson , E vangel, C onvener Al Y ancey , Jam es R iver
2. H arry  R eeder, C entral C aro lina  R obert R ag land , Pacific  N orthw est
3. W illiam  H. S m ith , M iss. V alley  L eigh ton  S hu tes , W . C aro lina
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Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
4. S teve B ostrum , C alvary  C raw ford  N evens, Evangel
5. S teve Jakes , SE A labam a John G oodm an , Palm etto
6. F rank  B osw ell, South  T exas H arry  F o lw ell, N orth  G eorg ia
7. R ic h a rd B u rg e tt,G ra c e  C harles L ow rey , W estm inste r
8. R obert A uffarth , D elm arva Jam es R uark , G reat L akes
9. Jam es W orkm an , E . C aro lina  W illiam  S w ain , S. F lorida

10. W ilson  Sm ith , C . G eorg ia
Adopted

(See 14-89, p. 212 fo r the ad jud ica tion .)

42 . T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 1 3  from  the Faith  P resbyterian  C hurch , A kron , O H  (regard ing  a church  
calling  an assistan t pastor from  ano ther denom ination  w ho has not yet been 
approved  by p resby tery) (A ppendix  I, I .C .1 3 , p. 335) be ra tified . Adopted

43 . T hat C onstitu tional Inquiry  # 1 4 ,  Q uestion  1 from  the P alm etto  P resby tery , 
(R egard ing  visitation  o f  a church  by a com m ission  o f  p resby tery ) (A ppendix
1, I .C . 14, p. 336) be answ ered  in the fo llow ing way:
“ 1. N o. It w ould  be im proper to appo in t a jud ic ia l com m ission  in the absence 
o f  ‘strong p resum ption  o f  g u ilt’ (BCO 31-2  2 ) .”
T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  Q uestion  2 be ratified .

Adopted
44 . T hat the answ er o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 

# 1 5  from  C ovenan t P resbyterian  C hurch , C o lum b ia , SC  (R egard ing  d isso lv 
ing o f  a  session) (A ppendix  I, I .C . 15, p. 336) be ra tified . Adopted

45 . T hat C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 6  from  Faith  P resby terian  C h u rch , B randon , 
M S (A ppendix  I, I .C . 16, p . 336) be answ ered  as follow s:
“ 1. ‘T he BCO 4 -3 , 12-1, 22-2  lists the m em bers o f  the S ession  w hich  include 

P asto rs, and R uling E lders. E very  m em ber o f  the S ession , includ ing  the 
m odera to r, is en titled  to  vote by v irtue o f  his m em bersh ip  in the S ess io n . 
T he m odera to r m ay vote on all issues, not only in b reak ing  o r creating  
a tie v o te .’ M13GA p. 242 , item  10.

2. T he BCO is not exp licit on this m atter o f  changes in term s o f  call. S ince 
BCO 20-6  requires that term s o f  call be determ ined  by the congregation  
(includ ing  financial stipu lations) any changes in those term s m ust also  
be approved  by the con g reg a tio n .”

G rounds: T h is response is supported  by the p rio r action  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly
in the parallel m atter o f  presbytery  approval o f  changes in the term s o f  call: BCO 
20-1 ind icates that P resby tery  m ust approve the call o f  a pasto r. T he call estab lishes 
the re la tionsh ip  o f  the pasto r to the ca lling  body . T he B C O  is silen t concern ing  
am ending  the call; how ever, inasm uch as the initial re la tionsh ip  m ust be approved 
by P resby tery , it w ould  follow  that if  any changes are m ade in the o rig inal ca ll, 
the P resbytery  w ould  necessarily  have to  approve the changes in the call for the 
p ro tection  o f  both the pasto r and the calling  b o d y .’ (M lIGA, p. 101, item  55 .)

Adopted
46. T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 

# 1 7  from  A scension P resby tery , (R egard ing  BCO 13-9, the rev iew  o f  the 
records o f  church sessions) (A ppendix  I, I.C . 17, p. 336) be ratified .

Adopted
47 . T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry



JOURNAL 129

# 1 8  from  S toney  Poin t R eform ed P resbyterian  C hurch , R ichm ond , V A  (re
gard ing  w illfu l neglec t) (A ppendix  1, I .C .1 8 , p . 337) be ra tified . Adopted

48 . T hat the answ er o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  concern ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 
# 1 9  from  S ou theast A labam a P resby tery , (R egard ing  presby tery  d iv id ing  into 
sections to  hear several serm ons) (A ppend ix  I, I .C .1 9 , p . 337) be ratified .

Adopted
49. T hat C onstitu tional Inquiry  # 2 0  from  the John  K nox P resby terian  C hurch 

R uston , L A , (R egard ing  congregational approval o f  change in financial pack
age o f  the pasto r) be answ ered  by action  on C onstitu tional Inquiry  # 1 6 .  (See 
R ecom m endation  4 5 .)  Adopted

50. T hat the adv ice o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  to  the S tated  C lerk  regard ing  a 
com m unication  from  fo rm er m em bers o f  E astern  C anada P resbytery  (A ppen 
dix I, I .D .2 , p . 337) be ra tified . Adopted

51. T hat the adv ice o f  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  on Jud ic ia l B usiness as regards 
the report o f  the A d Interim  C om m ittee  on the G enera l A ssem bly  be sustained . 
See 14-37, p. 107 fo r tex t o f  the adv ice  as p resen ted  to  the A ssem bly .

Adopted
52. T hat the A dvice o f  the P erm anent C om m ittee  to  M N A  regard ing  a p roposed 

am endation  o f  BCO 6-5 be ratified  as am ended:
“T hat the proposed  am endm ent be found  not in o rder.
G rounds:
1. BCO 46 -4  requ ires that an associate  m em ber o f  a church  m ust hold 
m em bersh ip  in ano ther church .
2. T he p roposed  am endm ent does not p roperly  belong  in BCO 6 but in 
chap te r 12 (as does 46 -4 ).
3. T he question  revo lves around  the ir recep tion  as m em bers, not as 
associate  m em bers.

W e recom m end  that the G enera l A ssem bly  refer it to  the C om m ittee  
on Jud icial B usiness to  consider the m a tte r .” Adopted

53. T hat O vertu re  32, p. 52 from  Jam es R iver P resbytery  be read  and received  
as in form ation  at the tim e o f  the S tated  C le rk ’s report on the p resby tery  voting  
on BCO changes.
P resented  to  the A ssem bly  at the tim e o f  voting  on BCO am endm ents .

Adopted
54. T hat O vertu re  28 , p. 51 from  the S ession  o f  S outheast P resby terian  C hurch , 

B aton R ouge, L A , be referred  to the P erm anen t C om m ittee  on Jud ic ia l B us
iness and be reported  back  to  the F ifteen th  G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

55. T hat O vertu re  31, p. 52 from  M issouri P resby tery  be referred  to  the C om m ittee  
on Jud icial B usiness fo r study and reported  back to  the F ifteen th  G eneral 
A ssem bly . Adopted

56. T hat O verture 29 , p. 52 from  E astern  C aro lina  P resbytery  be found not in order. 
G rounds: N ot in form at o f  an O vertu re . Adopted

57. T hat O vertu re  37 , p. 53 from  A scension  P resbytery  be adopted  as am ended  
as follow s:
“Whereas d iscip line is the exerc ise  o f  au thority  g iven  the C hurch  by the Lord 
Jesus C hrist to  instruct and gu ide its m em bers and to  prom ote its purity  and 
w elfare (BCO 27 -11), and
Whereas its ends are , am ong o th ers , the p rom otion  o f  the purity  and general
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ed ifica tion  o f  the C hurch  (BCO 27 -3 ), and
Whereas often tim es no tices o f  appeal o r com p la in t to a court are found  out 
o f  o rder so lely  on the g round  o f  the lapse o f  the fifteen  day  filing  period , and 
Whereas the fifteen day filing  period  does not a llow  su fficien t tim e fo r p roper 
preparation  and counsel and m ay encourage  rashness, and 
Whereas m any , if  not m ost, o f  ou r com m un ican t m em bers are not well 
acquain ted  w ith the technical de ta ils o f  the BCO, and m any tim es w ith the 
basic rights o f  com plain t and appeal, thus essen tia lly  depriv ing  them  o f  the 
due process in tended  fo r them  by the fram ers o f  o u r S C O ; and 
Whereas the refusal to  h ear the appeal o r com plain t so lely  on the reason o f 
the lapse o f  such a short period  neither ed ifies the chu rch , red resses the issues, 
nor p rom otes the spiritual good  o f  the o ffenders , and in fact o ften  con tribu tes 
to the frustration  and ill w ill o f  those affected ;
Be it resolved that the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  overtu res the Fourteenth  
G eneral A ssem bly:
1. to instruct the C om m ittee  on Jud icial B usiness to  p repare an am endm ent 

to BCO 42 -4 , 4 3 -2 , and 43-3  by chang ing  the filing  lim it o f  appeals and 
com plain ts to  w ith in  sixty d ays, and to  report back to th is G eneral A ssem 
bly,

2. to refer to the Committee on Judicial Business to  p ropose som e effec tive  
m eans w hereby  every  person affected  by d isc ip linary  p rocess is guaran teed  
to  receive an understandab le  sta tem ent o f  his righ ts under the BCO w hether 
by adm onish ing  the courts o f  the church  to  undertake  th is them selves or 
by p rov id ing  som e sim p le , prin ted  sta tem en t w hich w ould  so set forth 
the needed in form ation  and to report hack to the Fifteenth General Assem
bly."

C le rk 's  N ote: T h is m atter w as referred  to the C om m ittee  fo r responses to  this A ssem bly . 
See 14-66, p. 144 fo r its response. Adopted

58. T hat O verture  43 , p. 53 from  W estern  C aro lina  P resbytery  (See 14-66, p. 
144 for report o f  Jud icial B usiness C om m ittee) be referred  to  the C om m ittee 
on Judicial B usiness fo r in terpre tation  as to  application  o f  ex trao rd inary  clause.

Adopted
59. T hat the Jud icial B usiness C om m ittee  be instructed  to  p repare language to  

clarify  the role o f  A ssistan t Pastor. (See also  R ec. # 4 2  ab o v e .) Adopted
60. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  express the ir appreciation  to  the P erm anent C o m 

m ittee and the ir C hairm an , R odney K ing , for the ir d iligen t and excellen t w ork 
the past year. Adopted

61. T hat the C ase 6 , C om plain t o f  T E  B ogue et al. vs. A scension  be found in 
o rder and that a C om m ission  be appo in ted  to ad jud ica te  the m atter. The 
com m ittee  nom inates the fo llow ing  com m issioners:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
1. R odney S to rtz , M O , C onvener R andy F lickm an, C entral G eorg ia
2. Frank E. S m ith , N ortheast R ene S chm id t, Southern  F lorida
3. W alt S hepard , G race Joe G lenn , C alvary
4. L aurence Snapp , W estm inster John  F arm er, Palm etto
5. R aym ond Fell, G u lf  C oast D ennis M ehall, South  T exas
6. Rod M ays, N ew  R iver G eorge  G illesp ie , M iss. V alley
7. C hristian  K eidel, Ph iladelph ia R upert G reen , SE  A labam a
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Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
8. Joel B eezley , E vangel alt. Patrick  V aughn , Southw est
9 . alt. D aniel S u lc , W . C aro lina  W illiam  A dkins, Jam es R iver

Adopted
(See 14-69, p. 152 for the adjudication.)
62. T hat P ersonal R eso lu tion  # 1  by D on Post be referred  to  the P erm anen t C o m 

m ittee on A dm in istra tion  to report back  the F ifteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  and 
to  further instruct the C O A  to  have the m atte r b rought before the A ssem bly  
im m ediately  fo llow ing  the elec tion  o f  the M odera to r o f  the F ifteen th  G eneral 
A ssem bly . Adopted

C om m issioners Present

Teaching Elders
P alm er R obertson , D elm arva 
Lee F erguson , Palm etto  
Ed M cC lurken , C alvary  
S teve W ilk ins , M ississipp i V alley 
Jam es B ordw ine, P h iladelph ia  
D onald  A ven, Pacific 
G ary E ng lestad , N ew  Jersey
H .M . W hitm an , M issouri 
Sang II Park , K orean E astern 
A lbert R ussell, C entral F lorida 
D avid D ively , G reat Lakes 
H ank S chum , C entral G eorg ia  
A lan M cC all, South  T exas 

C le rk ’s Note: R ecom m endations 21 and 51 w ere hand led  in 14-8, p. 81. R ecom m en
dations 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8, 40 , 41 , 61 w ere handled  in 14-15, p. 82. R ecom m endations 29, 
53 w ere handled  in 14-19, p. 84. R ecom m endations 9 , 10 w ere hand led  in 14-28, p. 
105. R ecom m endation  52 w as hand led  in 14-44, p. 120. R ecom m endation  62 w as 
handled  in 14-45, p. 120. R ecom m endation  11, 12 w ere hand led  in 14-49, p. 122. 
R ecom m endations 1, 2 , 3 , 34 -39 , 50 , 60  w ere hand led  in 14-63, p. 144. T hey  are 
included here for easie r reference.

14-53 Committee of Commissioners for Insurance, Annuities, and Relief.
T he M odera to r re tu rned  to  the ch a ir and T E  B ruce B. H ow es, cha irm an , led in 

prayer. RE Jam es L. H ughes, D irec to r o f  the IA R  Funds gave a b rie f report on the 
affairs o f  1AR during the past year. T hen  T E  H ow es p resen ted  the C o m m ittee ’s report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. T he m inutes o f  the B oard o f  T rustees m eeting  for June 17, 1985; A ugust 

9 -10 , 1985; N ovem ber 8-9 , 1985; and M arch 7 -8 , 1986. T hrough  an apparen t 
c lerical oversigh t the attachm en ts w ere not p rov ided  in advance . T hese a ttach 
m ents w ere rev iew ed at the m eeting .

B. A udit R eport.
C . R eport o f  the B oard o f  T rustees to  the 14th G eneral A ssem bly .

II. Major Issues Discussed
A. T he above item s w ere d iscussed  w ith the P erm anent B oard C hairm an RE 

John T odd and the s ta ff o f  the IA R . Q uestions w ere ra ised  and satisfactorily  
answ ered  by the IAR staff.

Ruling Elders
C arey  H auenste in , G race 
R obert E berst, So. F lorida 
L eland  N icho ls , Jam es R iver 
C lyde W . Pow ell, W estm inster 
Jack B lackerby , Sou thw est 
G ene P arks, C en tra l C aro lina  
G erry  C affee , W estern  C aro lina
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III. Recommendations
I. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly  encourage  all congregations and  all de

nom inational com m ittees and agencies to partic ipa te  in the re tirem en t and 
insurance program s o f  the PC A  on b eh a lf  o f  the ir m in is te rs , staffs and lay 
em ployees. Adopted

2. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly  encourage  all PC A  p resby teries to  require 
that re tirem en t, hea lth , life and d isab ility  insurance benefits  be  included  in 
all pastoral ca lls . Adopted

3. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly  encourage  all PC A  churches to  com plete  
their annual budgeting  by D ecem ber 15 so as to  exped ite  the hand ling  o f 
annual b illing  fo r IAR plans to  the churches. Adopted

4. T hat the G enera l A ssem bly  strongly  encourage  all PC A  cong regations to 
support the annual C hris tm as G ift w hich  funds re tirem en t and m in isteria l 
re lie f activ ities. Adopted

5. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  con tinue  to  au thorize  the B oard  o f  T rustees to  
enhance the P lans and set p rem ium  rates fo r all in surance program s adm in is
tered  by the T rustees to  becom e e ffec tive  January  1 o f  each  year. P rem ium  
rates each year w ill reflec t the best ju d g m en t o f  the T rustees based  on c la im s 
experience and all o ther appropriate  fac to rs. R ates w ill no rm ally  be changed  
no m ore often  than once per year, excep t w hen necessary  to  m ain tain  the 
v iability  o f  an insurance p lan , and then  no m ore o ften  than  once each  six 
m onths. Adopted

6. T hat all G eneral A ssem bly  C om m ittee  and  A gency  budgets be au tom atically  
ad justed  to com pensate  fo r increases in health  insurance prem ium s not an tic i
pated  in those budgets and that such increases be abso rbed  at no  incom e loss 
to  the indiv iduals affec ted . F urther, that PC A  chu rches be encou raged  to  do 
the sam e. Adopted

7. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  rem ind  its N om inating  C om m ittee  that deacons 
m ay be e lec ted  to  the B oard and that A ssem bly  ru les do  no t require  a specific 
balance o f  ru ling  and teach ing  e ld e rs , that “geograph ica l ba lance” is not 
requ ired , and that the p rim ary  considera tion  fo r e lec tion  o f  the B oard  o f  
T rustees o f  the Insu rance , A nnuity  and R elie f F unds should  be qualification  
by background , tra in ing , and experience  fo r the responsib ilities assigned  the 
B oard. Adopted

8. T hat the M inutes o f  the B oard  m eetings o f  June 17, 1985; A ugust 9  and 10, 
1985; N ovem ber 8 and 9 , 1985; and M arch 7 and 8, 1986 be approved  w ith 
this exception: that a ttached  exh ib its w ere no t p rov ided  to  the C om m ittee  o f  
C om m issioners in advance. In the fu tu re  such exh ib its  and /o r ex h ib it sum 
m aries should  be provided  in advance o f  the C om m ittee  m eeting . Adopted

9. T hat the audit report dated  D ecem ber 31 , 1985 by K ent, N obles and M artin  
C ertified  Public A ccoun tan ts, be received . Adopted

10. T hat the revised  1986 budget be received . Adopted
I I. T hat the 1987 budget be received  w ith  the understand ing  tha t th is budget is 

a spending plan and that ad justm en ts w ill be m ade during  the year, if  necessary , 
by the T rustees. Such ad justm ents w ill be reported  to  the next G eneral A ssem 
bly. Adopted

12. T hat the First A m endm ent to  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  H ealth  and 
W elfare B enefit T rust be adopted . (See A ppendix  G , A ttachm ent C , p . 312) 
Further, that the R eso lu tions relating  there to  be adop ted  and included  in the 
M inutes o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted
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13. T hat the First A m endm ent to  the T rust A greem ent o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  
in A m erica M oney Purchase Pension  Plan (See A ppendix  G , A ttachm ent D , 
p. 315) and the Second  A m endm ent to  the T rust A greem en t o f  the P resbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica T ax-S heltered  A nnuity  P lan be approved . (See A ppendix  
G , A ttachm ent E , p. 316) Further, that the R eso lu tions relating  there to  be 
adopted  and included  in the M inutes o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

14. T hat the Fourth A m endm ent to the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica V oluntary  
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity  P lan be approved . (See A ppendix  G . A ttachm ent F, 
p . 317) F urther, that the R eso lu tions relating  thereto  be adop ted  and included 
in the M inutes o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

15. T hat the reso lu tion  regard ing  the A nnuity  Fund for M in isters, and the E m ploy
e e s ’ A nnuity  Fund o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  and the R P C .E S  
Pension Fund Plan be approved . (See A ppendix  G , A ttachm ent G , p. 319)

Adopted
16. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  d irect its C om m ittee  on Jud icial B usiness to 

prepare w ord ing  to allow  for a designation  o f  “ M edically  D isab led” (in BCO
23-2 and 3 and /o r e lsew here  as app rop ria te ), and to  report back to th is G eneral 
A ssem bly and that the G eneral A ssem bly  d irec t its S tated  C le rk 's  o ffice  to 
begin using this designation  im m ediate ly , as appropria te . Adopted

17. T hat the report as a w hole be approved . Adopted

R espectfu lly  S ubm itted ,
Bruce B. H ow es S . Jam es B achm ann , Jr.
C hairm an Secretary

C om m issioners Present:
Presbytery Commissioner
A scension RE R obert O ldaker
C alvary TE G aynor Phillips
C entral F lorida T E R uss T om s
D elm arva TE B ruce H ow es
E vangel T E T ay lo r M cG ow n
G reat Lakes TE D avid  M cK ay
M ississippi V alley T E Jam es Shull
N ew  Jersey TE R oy W escher
N orth G eorg ia RE H arry Folw ell
Ph iladelphia TE R obert Sw ayne
S outhern  F lorida RE W illiam  Sw ain
S outhw est RE L eonard  B row n
T ennessee V alley TE Jim  B achm ann

C le rk ’s Note: R ecom m endation  16 w as hand led  in 14-22, p. 102. It is included here 
for easier reference.

14-54 Committee of Commissioners on Ridge Haven.
T E  J. A rchie M oore , J r .,  cha irm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  the C om m ittee ’s 

report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. R eport o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee
B. O ne additional recom m endation  o f  the perm anent com m ittee  concern ing  PCA 

Foundation
C . M inutes o f  the B oard
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II. Statement of Major Issues Discussed
C ontribu tion  to  PC A  Foundation

T he past h istory  o f  this arrangem ent w as d iscussed  a long  w ith possib le  op tions. 
T he re levant issues are R idge H av en ’s ability  to m eet its ob liga tion , the 
am ount received  from  the F oundation , and  the percen tage  o f  R idge H av en ’s 
budget this ob ligation  requires.

III. Recommendations
1. T hat sessions and churches be encouraged  to  pray  fo r the m in istry  o f  R idge

H aven , and to  take advantage o f  its p rogram s and fac ilities. Adopted
2. T hat sessions and churches be encou raged  to  acquain t the ir congregations 

w ith the m in istry  o f  R idge H aven and the need fo r its financia l support.
Adopted

3. T hat sessions and churches be encouraged to  include R idge H aven in their
annual budgets. Adopted

4. T hat R idge H av en 's  1986-1987 budget be approved  as subm itted  th rough  the
C om m ittee  on A dm in istration . Deferred to COA, see 14-74, III, 51, p. 173.

5. T hat R idge H aven w ithdraw  its partic ipa tion  in the PC A  Foundation .
Already handled in 14-46, p. 120.

6. T hat the m inutes o f  Sept. 26 , 1985, February  20 , 1986, and M ay 2 , M ay
1986 be approved  w ith no ta tions. Adopted

T he audit o f  R idge H aven has been received  by the com m ittee .

R espectfu lly  subm itted  fo r the com m ittee , 
J. A rchie M oore , J r .,  C hairm an

C om m issioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
C alvary  T E  M ark D uncan
C entral G eorg ia  T E  J. A rchie M oore , Jr.
E vangel T E  Bill H ay
G race R E R ay L ittle
N ew  Jersey T E  E lw in Jew ell
South T exas T E  Bill W illisford
T ennessee V alley T E  C raig  B ow den
W estern  C aro lina RE Roy M organ

14-55 Theological Examining Committee
RE Bruce K itchen , cha irm an , led in p rayer and  presen ted  the C o m m ittee ’s report 

(A ppendix  O , p. 424). T he report w as approved , w ith an am endm ent that in the future 
the C om m ittee report on the areas o f  exam ination . Adopted

I. Business Referred to the Committee
A. E xam ination  o f  M r. R obert Sw eet o f  Insu rance , A nnu ities, and R elief, appo in 

tee as C oo rd ina to r o f  M inisterial R elief.
B. E xam ination  o f  M r. D on G ahagen  o f  M ission to the W orld , appo in tee  as 

C oord inato r o f  Latin A m erican M issions.
C . E xam ination  o f  M r. John  R ollo  o f  M ission  to  the W orld , appo in tee  as C o o r

d inato r o f  Personnel.
D. E xam ination  o f  M r. D an P orter o f  M ission  to  the W orld , appo in tee  as C o o r

d inato r o f  S IM A .
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II. Committee Action
T he C om m ittee  exam ined  the fou r above m en tioned  appo in tees and sustained  the 
exam ination  o f  each.

R E B ruce K itchen , C hairm an  
T E  R obet S . R aybu rn , Secretary

14-56 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant College.
R E Ben C am p led in p rayer and p resen ted  the C o m m ittee ’s report.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
T he fo llow ing  papers w ere received  from  C ovenan t C o llege  th rough  the S tated  
C le rk ’s O ffice  and w ere considered  by the com m ittee:
1. R eport o f  C ovenant C o llege  to  the Fourteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC  A .
2. M inutes - B oard  o f  T ru stees , C ovenan t C o llege  dated  O ctober 24-25 , 1985; 

M arch 20-21 , 1986.
3. M inutes - B oard  o f  T rustees (E xecu tive  Session ) A pril 19, 1986.
4. C ovenant C o llege  S ta tem en t o f  P urpose (adop ted  M arch 21 , 1986).
5. C ovenant C o llege  S tatem en t on Policy  o f  D ivorce.
6. A rticles o f  Incorporation  by S tate o f  G eorg ia .
7. B ylaw s o f  C ovenan t C o llege  (Passed  M arch 22 , 1986).
8. 1986-87 P roposed  B udget.
9. A udits o f  balance sheets o f  June 3, 1985 and 1984 and accom pany ing  in fo r

m ation sheet.
II. Major Issues Discussed

S ub-com m ittee  # 1  reported  on M inutes o f  board  o f  T rustees dated  O ctober
24-25 , 1985; M arch 20-21 , 1986; A pril 19, 1986 (E xecu tive  S ession ). T he com 
m ittee also  reported  on the C ovenan t S ta tem en t o f  P urpose (adop ted  M arch 21 , 
1986) and the Policy  o f  D ivorce (adopted  M arch 21 , 1986).

S ub-com m ittee  # 2  reported  on the A rtic les o f  Incorpora tion , S tate o f  G A , 
B ylaw s o f  C ovenan t C o llege  (adopted  M arch 22 , 1986); the financial audit and 
accom pany ing  in form ation ; and finally  the p roposed  1986-1987 budget.

III. Recommendations
1. T hat the Fourteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  designate  S unday , O ctober 12, 1986 

as C ovenant C o llege  Sunday  th roughou t the denom ination  and encourage  the 
churches to  rem em ber the C o llege  w ith p rayer and  an offering  on that day.

Adopted
2. T hat the opera ting  budget o f  C ovenan t C o llege  o f  $ 6 ,3 7 9 ,3 4 0  fo r the 1986-87 

fiscal y ear be approved  at the appropria te  tim e.
Deferred to 14-74, III, 49, p. 173.

3. T hat the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  request the C ovenan t C o llege  B oard o f
T rustees to re-exam ine num bers 3 and 8 o f  the gu idelines on page 10 o f  the 
O ctober 24 -25 , 1985 B oard  o f  T rustees m inu tes , w ith respect to  the issue o f  
the re-insta tem en t o f  an em ployee  at C ovenan t C o llege  d ism issed  on account 
o f  pu tative doctrinal dev ia tion  o r m oral fa ilu re  w ho has been exonera ted  by 
the courts o f  the church . Adopted

4. T hat the 14th G enera l A ssem bly  request C ovenan t C o llege  B oard  o f  T rustees
to fu rther perfect the ir m inu tes as p rev iously  requested  by the G A  C om m ittee 
o f  C om m issioners . Adopted

5. T hat the 14th G A  respectfu lly  request the B oard  o f  T rustees to carefu lly  
consider the im pact o f  the d ivorce policy  in re la tion  to  the offended  party , 
specifically  in regards to  the p rov isions fo r leave o f  absence . Adopted
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6. T hat the 14th G A  request the B oard o f  T rustees o f  C ovenan t C o llege  in its 
com m unications w ith P resby teries, and the G A  N om inating  C om m ittee , in 
regard  to p rospective nom inees for m em bersh ip  on the B oard o f  T rustees , to 
include all o f  the responsib ilities o f  m em bers o f  the B oard  o f  T rustees, listed 
in the B ylaw s o f  the co rporation  and not be restric ted  to the item s m entioned  
in the B oard o f  T rustees m inutes da ted  O ctober 24-25 , 1985 Page 4 , 85 -27A.

Adopted
7. T hat the 14th G A  approve the B ylaw s o f  C ovenan t C o llege  dated  M arch 22,

1985. Adopted
8. T hat the 14th G A  take note o f  the fact that p resen tly  only  25%  o f young 

people  com ing  from  PC A  hom es are tak ing  advantage o f  and pursu ing  h igher 
education  in C hris tian  institu tions, and recom m end  that the 14th G A  request 
the com m ittees o f  the church  to  em phasize  C hristian  educa tion , specifically  
C ovenant C o llege , and a form ation o f  a B iblical W orld  and L ife V iew .

Adopted
Roll o f  C om m issioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioners
C entral C aro lina TE Eulice T hom as
C entral G eorg ia RE R andy H ickm an
C ovenant T E D avid H arrell
E astern C anada TE G ene H aas
Evangel RE Ben C am p
G race TE R ichard  B urguet
M ississippi V alley RE G eorge  E. G illesp ie
N ew  Jersey RE D onald  L ong
N ew  R iver TE Lonnie W . B arnes
N orth G eorg ia TE C harles G . D ebardeleben
Philadelphia RE Ray Doreian
Pacific N orthw est TE M ark F. Harrell
SE Alabam a TE John M. M cA rthur, Jr.
T ennessee Valley RE R oger Ingralson
W estern C arolina TE John N eville
W estm inster TE Jam es A. Jones

14-57 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant Theological Seminary.
TE  David H. Bryson, chairm an, led in prayer and presented the C om m ittee’s report 

(Appendix F, p. 309).

I. Items of Business
1. The A dm inistration 's Report
2. M inutes o f the Board o f Trustees
3. M inutes o f the Executive Com m ittee
4. The 1984-85 Audit and the 1986-87 Budget.

II. Subjects Discussed
1. The caliber and quality o f Covenant Theological Sem inary, its adm inistration,

faculty and staff, and its ministry to the PCA. The C om m ittee expressed high
satisfaction with this agency o f  the PCA.

2. Exceptions made by the accounting firm regarding the Plant Fund and Lam b 
Fund were discussed.
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3. C TS has em ployed a different accounting firm  from o ther PCA  agencies. The 
com m ittee discussed this deviation from PCA G eneral A ssem bly B y-law s, Article 
V , Section 1 (A ppendix W , p. 538).

4 . W e discussed curriculum  changes, academ ic affairs and curriculum  review , finan
cial affairs, student affairs, and developm ent.

5. A docum ent entitled “G uidelines For a W orking R elationship and D ue Process 
betw een C ovenant Theological Sem inary and the Courts o f  the PC A ” cam e under 
review.

6. W e discussed the need for PCA congregations to subscribe to C O A ’s budget 
askings for CTS.

III. Recommendations
1. That the 14th G eneral A ssem bly o f the PCA  express its deep gratitude to the 

faculty and staff o f  CTS for its diligence and faithfulness in serving the church 
o f  our Lord Jesus C hrist. Adopted

2. That M inutes o f Board o f  T rustees and o f  Septem ber 27, 28, 1985; o f January
31-February 1, 1986; o f M ay 16-17, 1986. be approved w ith notations, and that 
the M inutes o f the Executive C om m ittee o f D ecem ber 6, 1985, and o f  M arch 
7, 1986, be approved w ith notations. Adopted

3. That the 1985-86 Audit o f  CTS be approved w ith notations. Adopted
4. That the 1986-87 Budget be approved. Deferred to 14-74, 111, 50, p. 173.
5. That the churches o f the PCA be encouraged to support CTS by praying for its 

ministry and com m ending it to their prospective students. Adopted
6. That the Presbyteries be advised o f m atching scholarship grants through CTS 

and be encouraged to assist the students under their care by m eeting their matching 
fund challenges. Adopted

7. That the churches o f  the PCA  be encouraged to send CTS their m em bership 
directories in order for them  to receive six m onth 's  free subscriptions o f  the 
devotional guide Timeless Insights, with the provision that the directories be 
used exclusively by the Sem inary. Adopted

8. That the G eneral A ssem bly thank the W om en In the Church for their 1986 Love 
G ift, and accept the $75,000 challenge to be m atched by a $25 ,000  gift, if m et 
by D ecem ber 31, 1986. Adopted

9. That the GA strongly urge the churches to m eet C O A 's  annual askings per 
com m unicant m em ber. Adopted 
Reasons;
(a) CTS is the sem inary o f  the G A ; G A  is therefore responsible before G od for 

its sem inary’s financial support.
(b) G A ’s financial support has grow n in the past year, but still falls far short 

o f the approved askings. Adopted
10. T hat all po lic ies , cu rricu lum  rev isions, and docum ents referred  to  in the 

M inutes o f  the B oard o f  T rustees and E xecutive C om m ittee  be appended  to 
their M inutes and supplied  to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners th rough  the 
S tated  C le rk ’s O ffice . Adopted

1 1. T hat the churches and presby teries be encouraged  to use C TS students and 
g raduates in their in ternsh ip  program s and pasto ra tes. Adopted

12. T hat the F ourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  designate  S unday , N ovem ber 9 , 1986. 
as C ovenant Sem inary  Sunday  th roughou t the denom ination  and encourage 
the churches to  rem em ber the S em inary  w ith p rayer and offering  on that day.

Adopted
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13. That the report be approved as a  w hole. Adopted

Respectfully Subm itted,
TE  D avid B ryson, C hairm an TE  B yron C urtis, Secretary

C om m issioners present:

Presbytery Commissioner
C alvary TE D avid Sinclair
E astern  C arolina T E B yron Curtis
Evangel T E D avid Bryson
G race RE G eorge G ulley
G reat Lakes TE Petros Roukas
Jam es R iver RE W illiam  M itchell
K orean Eastern T E T aek Y ongK im
Louisiana TE R obert E. Bell
M ississippi Valley TE Paul Zetterholm
New  Jersey T E D. W orth Carson
Palm etto T E W . Barnwell H eyw ard, Jr.
Philadelphia TE C hristopher Tindall
Southeast A labam a RE R upert G reene
Southw est RE Patrick V aughn
T ennessee Valley TE D avid Hall
W estern Carolina RE Paul Tyndall

14-58 Recess.
The order o f  the day having arrived, recess w as taken at 12:10 p .m . and the A ssem bly 

recessed w ith prayer by T E  John M . M ontgom ery, Jr.

MINUTES— THURSDAY AFTERNOON
June 26, 1986

Ninth Session

14-59 Reconvening.
The A ssem bly reconvened at 1:30 p .m . with the singing o f  “N ot to Us Be Glory 

G iven” and prayer by TE  R. Laird Harris.

14-60 Nominating Committee.
TE  Robert J. O stenson, chairm an, led in prayer and presented the C om m ittee’s report.

Committee on Administration 

Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

W illiam  S. H enderson, Northeast A nderson Q. Sm ith, W estern C arolina
H arold R. Patteson, Palm etto

Alternates

John D. Love, C alvary Robert L. L iken, Philadelphia
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Committee on Christian Education and Publications 

Class of 1989

Tcaching Elders Ruling Elders

D on K. C lem ents, N ew  R iver M ichael L ittlejohn, Eastern C arolina
M orse U p De G raff, W estm inster B obby G . B laylock, Louisiana

Alternates

G len A. M cC lung, W estern C arolina Stanley D. W ells, O klahom a

Mission to North America 

Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

R. Lynn D ow ning, Southern Florida Paul A nthony, A scension
John C . Pickett, Pacific N orthw est Eugene K. B etts, Philadelphia

Alternates

Charles M cG ow an, SE A labam a C harles M cE w en, Evangel

Mission to the World 

Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Robert G . R aybum , M issouri L. B. A ustin III, Tennessee Valley
R. Laird H arris, D elm arva W illiam  J. G ordy, SE A labam a

Alternates

Tom  R am sey, Pacific N orthw est J. L. T hom pson III, TN  Valley

Assembly Theological Examining Committee 

Class of 1987

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

D ouglas F. K elly , M ississippi V alley  
(to replace T E  R. C . Sprou l, w ho resigned  during  the A ssem bly . See 14-75, p. 176)

Class of 1989

P eterR . D oyle, Tennessee Valley V. Stephen O verstreet, G reat Lakes

Alternates

Paul K ooistra, W arrior T hom as M. M cCallie III, TN Valley
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Committee on Interchurch Relations 

Class of 1989

Teaching Elders

W illiam  J. Larkin, J r ., Palm etto

Ruling Elders

D onald A. B oerem a, Central Florida

Alternates

 G reat Lakes Leland L. N ichols, Jam es R iver

Committee on Judicial Business 

Class of 1990

Teaching Elders

V aughn E. H athaw ay, Grace

Ruling Elders

M ark B elz, M issouri

Alternates

David D ively, G reat Lakes Joseph D. Phelps, Southeast A labam a

Board of Directors for Insurance, Annuities and Relief Fund 

Class of 1991

RE Ronald H organ, O klahom a 
RE J. Edm und Johnston, Jr ., M ississippi Valley

Board of Directors for the Presbyterian Church in America Foundation

Class of 1990

Samuel B artholom ew . W estern C arolina 
John A lbritton, Southeast A labam a

Board of Trustees for Ridge Haven 

Class of 1991

G eorge W . L ong, T ennessee  V alley  R ene S chm id t, Southern  F lorida

Jam es K enneth  D ay , G race 
(to replace T E  D ouglas M urphy w ho had resigned)

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Board of Trustees for Covenant College 

Class of 1988

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders



JOURNAL 141

Class of 1990

W illiam  B arker, W estern  C aro lina  R ichard  C hew n ing , N orth  T exas
T hom as G . K ay , W arrio r H u g h O . M cC lellan , T ennessee  V alley
C . A1 L utz, G reat Lakes
M orton H . S m ith , W estern  C aro lina
R obert B ow m an , C entral F lorida

Board of Trustees for Covenant Theological Seminary 

Class of 1990

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

John  A . G rau ley , C entral G eo rg ia  A rth u rC . S to ll, N orthern  Illinois
R obert M orrison , D elm arva  
W ill H u isingh , P acific N orthw est 
H erbert A . H ollender, W . C aro lina  
V ernon P ierce, C entral F lorida

14-61 Protest Entered.
T he fo llow ing  pro test w as received  by the A ssem bly . O n m otion the A ssem bly  

d irected  that the m odera to r appo in t som eone to w rite a response to  the p ro test. M od
era to r B arker appo in ted  T E  R. L aird  H arris, cha irm an , T E  John  D. H o lm es, and T E  
R obert M . Ferguson . (See 14-81, p . 178, fo r the tex t o f  the response .)

W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  at the open ing  session determ ined to  depart from  the established 
practice o f  w orship  e lem ents into the even ing  presen tations by A ssem bly  agencies;
T h erefore, we protest the im propriety  o f  incorporating  non-R eform ed w orsh ip  princip les and practices 
into these services in such a predom inan t way that the c lear d istinctives o f  ou r R eform ed w orsh ip , as 
set out in B ook o f  C hurch O rder, chapters 47 and 49 , w ere obscured , if  not excluded.
W e o ffer the follow ing reasons fo r this protest;

I It is the responsib ility  o f  all agencies o f the C hurch together w ith C hurch  courts to ensure 
that w orsh ip  be conducted  in accord w ith ou r constitu tion  (B C O  47 and 49).

2. That specifically  this requirem ent to conform  to ou r constitu tion  w as not observed  at the 
w orship  serv ices on M onday and T uesday even ings, June 23 and 24 , 1986. T o  w it
a. That the preaching  o f  the W ord occupied  a m inor place in the program  o f  w orship 

each evening.
b. That the p redom inant position  w as given to m usical and choral p resenta tions.
c . That this preponderance o f  m usical presentations encouraged  app lause on both  M onday 

and Tuesday even ings, and a  standing  ovation on  M onday even ing ; practices w hich 
are in conflic t w ith the R eform ed understanding o f w orship , w here recognition  is 
given to G od , not m an.

d . That the overall e ffec t o f  these  w orship  serv ices w as to p roduce approval and acceptance 
o f  non-R eform ed traditions o f  w orship , ra ther than to  reflect the b iblical basis and 
strength o f  our ow n distinctive  theology and practice o f w orship.

W e, therefo re , the undersigned com m issioners to  the Fourteenth  G enera] A ssem bly , present this protest 
and request o f  the G eneral A ssem bly that it be recorded according  to the term s o f B o o k  o f  C hurch  
O rder  45-3.

D avid C offin  
D arw in Jordan 
Jerry I. M aguire 
Jam es G ary A itken 
T h o m asT . Ellis 
Joe Easterling 
Jo h n G . Thom pson 
Ted Lester

Steve W ilkins 
D avid C . Lachm an 
Peter S tazen II 
John O tis
A nthony R. D allison 
Frank J. Sm ith 
Jam es A. Jones. Jr. 
Randall G . R ichm ond

M ichael C olem an 
V aughn E. H athaw ay . Jr. 
R obert Peterson 
K enneth L. G en try . Jr. 
R obert L. Dunn 
T hom as F. B arnes 
R aym ond B. Fell 
Lloyd B. M oore
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D aniel G . O sborne 
Scott M urphy 
John H arley 
W arren E. G ardner 
Dennis M ehall 
G arry L. K nabel 
D a leL . Sm ith 
Frank E. Sm ith 
Dale W hite

Robert L. O ldaker 
Byron Snapp 
G ary Englestad 
A lan M cC all 
Eugene C. C ase 
D onald S. Stone 
H arry Brodm an 
W illiam  Harrell 
Roland B arnes

L aw rence B. O ldaker 
R oss Lindley 
Seth Skolnitsky  
Ed V aughn 
D avid R . Brow n 
M orton  H. Sm ith 
S cott L. R eiber 
Jack  U nangst

TEs D onald C odling  and H ow ard M cPhee asked that their nam es be added to this protest with the exception  
o f 2a, b, & d.

14-62 Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World.
T E  E. L angston H aygood , chairm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  the C o m m ittee ’s 

report,
I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. R eview  o f  the m inutes o f  the Perm anen t C om m ittee  o f  M T W  dated  
S ep tem ber 13, 1985; N ovem ber 15, 1985; February  14, 1986; and  M ay 
9 , 1986.

B. R eport o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  on M T W  to the F ourteen th  G eneral 
A ssem bly

C. O vertures to  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly
1. O verture # 5 3  from  A scension  P resby tery , p. 62
2. O verture # 3 4  from  D elm arva P resby tery , p. 62
3. O verture # 5 4  from  Ph iladelph ia  P resby te ry , p . 63
4. O verture # 1 8  from  W estm inster P resby tery , p. 61

II. Major Issues Discussed
A. All the m atters o f  B usiness referred  (A , B , and C above)

III. Recommendations
1. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly express its g ratitude to  G od for each  m ission 

ary and candida te  and ask H is con tinued  prov ision  fo r the ir sp iritua l, 
physical, and em otional needs. Adopted

2. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  express its apprecia tion  to  the p resby teries, 
churches, and indiv iduals w ho give prayerfu l and financial support to the 
m issionary  fam ily and the w ork o f  M ission to  the W orld . Adopted

3. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly com m end  the w ork  o f  Paul M cK aughan  and
that he be reelected  to the office  o f  C oord inato r. Adopted

4. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  express its apprecia tion  to  C o o rd ina to r o f 
O verseas O perations C arl W ilhe lm , to  A dm in istra tive  D irec to r G erald
D. L onge, to  C oord inato r o f  P ersonnel John  R ollo , to P asto r-a t-L arge  
D onald  B. Patterson , to M issionary -E vangelist Jim m y L yons, to  SIM A  
C oord inato r D an Porter, and to  the en tire  M T W  sta ff for the ir exem plary  
serv ice to  o u r L ord in beh a lf o f  ou r denom ination  and its m issionaries.

Adopted
5. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly express its appreciation  to  T E  Jayson  D.

K yle, w ho served as SIM A  C o o rd ina to r from  the inception  o f  the S ervants 
in M issions A broad (S IM A ) program  in 1980 and as C oo rd ina to r o f  
Personnel and SIM A  C oord ina to r from  1983 th rough  D ecem ber 1985, for 
the excellen t jo b  he has done and w ish h im  and his fam ily  G o d ’s richest 
b lessings as they prepare to return  to foreign m ission  serv ice in M exico 
C ity as a part o f  a church-p lan ting  team . Adopted
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6. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  call ou r denom ination  to  p rayer to  the “ Lord 
o f  the H arvest to  send forth  laborers into H is h a rv e s t,” and that the day 
o f  M ay 17,1987, be observed  as a day o f  p rayer fo r w orld  evangeliza tion .

Adopted
7. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  urge the churches to  set aside a portion  o f

their g iv ing  for the su ffering  peoples o f  the w orld  and tha t, to  that end , 
it be recom m ended  that a special o ffering  for w orld  re lie f be taken  during 
the E aster season o f  1987. Adopted

8. T hat the p resby teries and churches be urged to  challenge the ir g ifted  m en
to serve the cause o f  C hris t in w orld  evangeliza tion  and particu larly  that 
th is need  be published  fo r o rdained  teach ing  e lders to  serve on M ission 
to  the W orld  church-p lan ting  team s. Adopted

9. a. T hat the coopera tive  ag reem en ts w ith C h inese  C hurch  R esearch
C en ter, M afraq  S anatorium  A ssocia tion , S em inario  P resb iteriano  do 
N orte , and W orld  C o ncern , be approved . Adopted
b. T hat the M T W  C om m ittee  be d irected  to ask the L iebenzell M ission 
to reth ink its sta tem en t o f  faith  regard ing  regeneration  th rough  fa ith .”

Adopted
10. T hat the p roposed  budgets fo r M T W  and SIM A  be approved  in connection  

w ith report o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istration . Adopted
11. a) T hat the C om m ittee  on M ission  to the W orld  endorse  and  seek ap 

proval from  the G enera l A ssem bly  in June 1986 to  com m ission  the d e 
velopm ent o f  a de ta iled  p lan that w ould  define factors re levan t to the 
incorporation  o f  a ten tm ak ing  program  into M T W 's  stra teg ic  p lan.
b) T hat said approval from  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ould  g ive necessary  
authority  to  the C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld  to approve such an 
experim ental plan and adm in ister it for a tw o-year period; and that such 
plan w ould  include the possib ility  o f  form ation o f  a separate  nonprofit 
co rpora tion  o r foundation  w ith u ltim ate  contro l be ing  m ain tained  by M is
sion to  the W orld . Such a corporation will place men and women from 
the PCA and other NAPARC churches who personally subscribe to the 
Westminster Standards in acceptable service opportunities in countries 
otherwise inaccessible.
c) T hat the experim en ta l program  be b rought to  the 1989 G eneral A s
sem bly for final approval. Adopted 
A nthony R. D allison requested  that his negative  vote be recorded.

12. T hat the m inutes o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  o f  S ep tem ber 13, 1985; 
N ovem ber 15, 1985; February  14, 1986; and M ay 9 , 1986 be approved .

Adopted
13. T hat O verture # 5 3  from  A scension  P resby tery , p. 62 be answ ered  in the 

negative and not adopted . Adopted 
G rounds; The P erm anent C om m ittee  at its m eeting  on M ay 9 , 1986, 
am ended  its H andbook , Section  6 .02 .1  (1 )c by adding:

“ If  e ither party  shall not concu r in such a p roposed  m odifica tion , 
then the o ther party  m ay request that G eneral A ssem bly  resolve the 
d isag reem en t, w hereupon  the issue shall be p resen ted  by M ission to 
the W orld  to  the next G eneral A ssem bly  for instruction  and reso lu 
tio n ."

14. T hat O verture # 3 4 ,  p . 62 from  D elm arva  P resbytery  be returned  back 
to  D elm arva P resbytery  for fu rther study and docum en ta tion . Adopted
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15. T hat O vertu re  # 5 4 ,  p. 63 from  Philadelph ia  P resbytery  be answ ered  in 
the negative and not adopted . Adopted

16. T hat O vertu re  # 1 8 ,  p . 61 from  W estm inste r P resby tery  be answ ered  by 
approving  the th ird  p lea - “3) that m issionaries seconded  to o th er agencies 
not be sent to  the field  until such tim e as the ir coopera tive  ag reem en ts 
be approved  by the G eneral A ssem b ly .” Adopted

17. T hat the report as a w hole be adop ted , pend ing  adoption  o f  the B udget.
Adopted

R espectfu lly  Subm itted .
L angston H aygood , C hairm an
John R opp , J r .,  Secretary

C om m issioners Present:

Presbytery Commissioner
A scension RE R . A shbaugh
C entral G eorg ia TE B. K onopa
D elm arva TE L. W anaselja
E vangel TE L. H aygood
G race RE C . H olcom b
Jam es R iver RE J. A dkins
L ouisiana TE C . R odriguez
M issouri TE D . W ineco ff
N ew  Jersey TE K. Sm ith
N orth G eorg ia RE G . H ayes
N orth Texas TE G . Soltau
P alm etto TE J. R opp, Jr.
S outhern  F lorida RE R. A ndrea
T ennessee V alley TE M . C ushm an

14-63 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business.
R E R ichard  C . C hew ning  cam e to the cha ir at the request o f  the m oderator. The 

C om m ittee ’s report con tinued  fo llow ing prayer. R ecom m endations 1 , 2 , 3 ,  34 -39 , 50, 
60 w ere hand led  at this tim e. A n attem pt to  am end R ecom m endation  10 w as m ade at 
th is tim e. See 14-52, p. 122.

14-64 Recess.
The A ssem bly  recessed  at 5 :30 p .m . and w as closed  w ith p rayer by the m oderator. 

MINUTES— THURSDAY EVENING
June 26, 1986

Tenth Session 

14-65 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 7:30 p .m . w ith the sing ing  o f  “O ur G od Is M ighty" 

and p rayer by T E  W illiam  J. S tanw ay.

14-66 Committee on Judicial Business.
T E  R odney T . K ing, chairm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  a b rie f report in response 

to  14-52, III, 57, p. 129 recom m ending  that the Book o f Church Order be am ended  
as follow s:
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42-4  change “ fifteen  (15 )” to  “th irty  (30 )”
43-2  change “ fifteen  (15 )” to  “th irty  (30 )”
43-3 change “ fifteen  (15)” to  “th irty  (30 )”

Adopted and sent down to presbyteries for advice and consent.

14-67 Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education and Publications.
T E  Frederick  S. M cF arland , cha irm an , led in p rayer and  p resen ted  the report o f 

the C om m ittee .

1. Business Referred to the Committee
A . O verture  # 4 1 ,  p. 46  from  T ennessee  V alley  P resbytery  >
B. O verture # 5 5 ,  p. 46 from  T E  V aughn  H athaw ay
C . B usiness C arried  O ver from  the 13th G A , p. 65
D. R eport o f  the P erm anent C E /P , A ppend ix  D , p. 297
E. A d H oc C om m unications C om m ittee  R epo rt, A ppendix  D , p. 299
F. A udit R eport fo r June 30 , 1985 and B udget fo r FY  86 , p. 276
G . M inutes o f  the C E /P  o f  6 /17 /85 ; 9 /5 -6 /85 ; 12/5-6/85; &  2 /20-21 /86

II. Statement of the Major Issues Discussed
T he C om m ittee w as quite concerned  that there  is no m echan ism  in p lace for 

the G A  to rev iew  the audit reports o r status o f  G reat C om m ission  P ub lica tions, 
Inc. T here is fu rther no m echan ism  in p lace w hich perm its the G A  to  be aw are 
o f  the accum ulated  deb t sta tus o f  the C E /P  to tha t co rpora tion . T he aud it reports
fo r C E /P  are accurate  but do no t address the issue o f  deb ts incurred  as a resu lt o f
the con tractual ag reem en t betw een  the PC A  and the O P C . It is necessary  to review  
the aud it report o f  G C P  itse lf in o rder to  apprecia te  the g rav ity , com plex ity  and 
m agnitude o f  the problem . T he C om m ittee  com m ends the w ork  o f  the C E /P  
C oord inato r, M r. D unahoo , and o f  the G C P  E xecutive D irec to r, M r. Patete in 
their fine effo rts  to  deal w ith and d im in ish  th is situa tion . T he C om m ittee  is 
conv inced  that the deb t is a  result o f  the poorly  constructed  con trac t be tw een  the 
parties w hich m ust be renego tia ted . W hile the d eb it, w ell in excess o f  $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  
is a “paper” deb t, it is, none-the-less b ind ing  on the parties to  the ag reem ent.

T he C om m ittee  w as also  concerned  w ith a recom m endation  fo r “ len iency” in 
the m atter o f  requ irem en ts o f  the BCO in ternsh ip  p rogram . W e feel tha t the cu rren t 
language o f  BCO in this m atter is su ffic ien tly  flexible to  address the concerns 
b rought to ou r attention .

F inally , the C om m ittee  perce ives that there m ay be a g row ing  tension  am ong 
som e o f  the P erm anent C om m ittees o f  the G A  in m atters o f  over-lap . W e are o f  
the opin ion  that C O A  m ust act to coo rd inate  areas o f  responsib ility  w here the 
Perm anent C om m ittees share com m on activ ities . T h is w ill tend  to reduce du p lica 
tion o f  effort and expense w hile m in im izing  percep tions o f  com m ittees encroach ing  
on the responsib ilities o f  o thers.

III. Recommendations:
1. T hat the m inutes o f  June 17, 1985; S ep tem ber 5 -6 , 1985; D ecem ber 5-6 ,

1985 and February  20-21 , 1986 be approved  by the G enera l A ssem bly  w ith 
no tations. Adopted

2. T hat the audit report fo r June 30 , 1985 (availab le  in the S tated  C le rk ’s O ffice)
be approved  by the G enera l A ssem bly . Adopted

3. T hat the budget for FY  1986, p. 000  be approved  by the G enera l A ssem bly
as p resen ted . Deferred to COA, 14-74, p. 173
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4. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the S tatem en t o f  P h ilosophy  fo r C o m m u n i
ca tions, A ppendix  D , p. 299 in p rinc ip le , to  be used by the A d H oc C om m ittee  
as a gu ideline until it com pletes its assignm ent, as partia l fu lfillm en t o f  the 
B usiness C arried  O ver, p. 65. Adopted

5. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  receive a p rogress report from  the A d H oc C o m 
m unications C o m m ittee ’s ac tiv ities , and continue the C om m ittee  fo r at least 
one m ore year, as partial fu lfillm ent o f  the B usiness C arried  O ver, p. 65.

Adopted
6. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  appo in t the ed ito r o f  the M essenger as the N ew s 

O fficer o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica and a llocate  appropriate  funds 
fo r his ac tiv ities , as partial fu lfillm en t o f  the B usiness C arried  O ver, p. 65.

Adopted
’s N ote: N o action w as taken on the funding.

7. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  take the address o f  D r. E verett K oop on obscenity  
and pornography  as partial fu lfillm en t o f  C E /P ’s ass ignm en t, and that local 
leaders continue to  rem ind  the ir m em bers o f  the P C A ’s concerns in th is area.

Adopted
8. T hat the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  encourage  the local churches to  support C E /P  

in m eeting  its approved  budget in o rder that p resen t p rogram s m ight not be 
in terrup ted . Adopted

9. T hat the C oord inato r and his s ta ff be thanked  fo r the ir d iligen t and effec tive  
w ork  in the area o f  C hris tian  E ducation  and P ub lications. Adopted

10. T hat the T E  C harles H. D unahoo be reelected  C o ord ina to r fo r C E /P  for the 
next year. Adopted

11. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  jo in  together in expressing  g ratitude to  the W IC  
fo r the ir generous support o f  the 1985 C O A  (A rch ives) Love G ift. A total o f 
$55,321 w as con tribu ted . Adopted

12. T hat the A ssem bly  approve the 1987 W IC  L ove G ift d irec ted  to  the C E /P  
and that it be used fo r the expansion  o f  the W IC  m in istry  in the PC A .

Adopted
13. T hat the A ssem bly  approve the W IC  “Resources for Women in the Church” 

(d istribu ted  last sum m er), deleting the introductory article, as a rep lacem en t 
o f  the “o ld” W IC  C onstitu tion  and that local sessions and W IC ’s be encouraged  
to u tilize its ideas. Adopted

14. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  thank C E /P ’s W o m en ’s A dvisory  S ub-C om m ittee  
and s ta ff fo r the ir part in p lann ing  the program  for the w om en at th is Fourteen th  
G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

15. T hat the A ssem bly recom m end  that local churches con tinue  to  encourage  their 
m em bers to receive and read the PCA Messenger and that p rayers and financial 
support for its m inistry  be increased  in o rder to  insure a  m axim um  readersh ip ; 
that the ed ito r and all w ho w ork w ith him  be com m ended  for the ir w ork  o f  
expand ing  the Messenger in form at and con ten t. Adopted

16. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  th rough  its S tated  C lerk  express its appreciation  
to  the s ta ff o f  G reat C om m ission  Pub lica tions fo r th e ir effec tive  and effic ien t 
developm ent o f  Sunday School cu rricu lum  and that the A ssem bly  notice the 
increase o f  sales support fo r that m in istry . Adopted

17. T hat in the light o f  several p rev ious overtu res from  p resby teries regard ing  the 
denom inational hym nal, that the A ssem bly  encourage  local churches to d e s ig 
nate funds to C E /P  to  assist in the T rin ity  H ym nal rev ision . Adopted

18. T hat the A ssem bly  take this opportun ity  to express encou ragem en t in the
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developm ent o f  C E /P ’s a lternative tra in ing  program s via v ideo and urge local 
churches to  take advantage o f  the ir availab ility  from  the C E /P  o ffice .

Adopted
19. T hat the A ssem bly  continue to  o ffe r the serv ices o f  the C E /P  to  presby teries 

in their role o f  encourag ing , equ ipp ing  and m in istering  to  their pasto rs , w ives 
and o ther leaders. Adopted

20. T hat in the light o f  the positive response  to  the regional m usic conference  
jo in tly  sponsored  by C E /P  and G C P  that local churches and p resby teries be 
urged to  schedule this un ique tra in ing  p rogram  in the ir areas. Adopted

21. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  urge local churches to use the C h ild ren ’s m ission  
Packet (ages 4-12) p roduced  jo in tly  by C E /P , M T W  and M N A . Adopted

22. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  urge C E /P  as it develops its cross cu ltu ral tra in ing  
and cu rricu lum  program s that C E /P  w ork c lose ly  w ith M N A ’s Special M in is
tries personnel in coord inating  a stra teg ic  plan  and m aking  itse lf availab le  to  
the M N A  sta ff for im plem entation . Adopted

23. T hat the paper "Defining the State o f the PCA Internships in 1986" be d is tri
buted  at the end o f  this report. Adopted

24. T hat the A ssem bly  th rough  the o ffices o f  the S ta ted  C lerk  and C E /P  urge 
local sessions and p resby teries to  u tilize the con tinu ing  education  and tra in ing  
program s offered  by C E /P  as an a ttem pt to  m in is ter to  the needs o f  pastors 
and w ives, and that CEIP continue to cooperate in the area o f Church Growth 
and Revitalization with MNA as they work in the area o f church planting.

Adopted
25. Whereas, the PC A  has en tered  into a con trac tual re la tionsh ip  w ith  the O r

thodox P resbyterian  C hurch  in the m atte r o f  the incorporation  o f  G reat C o m 
m ission Pub lica tions, and.
Whereas, that con tractual re la tionsh ip  has accum ulated  an indeb tedness to 
the PC A  in excess o f  $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0 , and ,
Whereas, that indeb tedness is not fully  d isc losed  in the annual aud it o f  the 
books o f  the C E /P , since it is not a p roper sub ject o f  that aud it,
Therefore, the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  requests that the C E /P  
include in its aud it report for fiscal 1987, at the 15th G enera l A ssem b ly , a 
sum m ary  audit o f  the G reat C om m issions P ub lications C orpora tion  fo r that 
sam e or analogous fiscal year, to ge ther w ith exp lana to ry  and in terpre tive 
in fo rm ation , and fu rther that the C E /P  report on the status o f  its re la tionsh ip  
w ith G C P , and the status o f  the con trac tual ag reem ents includ ing  cum ulative  
con tribu tion  and cum ulative  deb t liab ility  charts fo r the past e leven  years. 
T he 14th G eneral A ssem bly  also  request that G C P  audit reports be included  
w ith the C E /P  audit report for each  year thereafter. Adopted

26. T hat the A ssem bly  answ er O vertu re  # 4 1 ,  p . 46  in the negative.
G rounds:
T hat the C om m ittee  sees no v io lation  o f  BCO regard ing  the P resb y te ry ’s 
responsib ility  in oversigh t o f  a m a n ’s p repara tion  fo r the gospel m in istry .

Adopted
27. T hat the A ssem bly  answ er O vertu re  # 5 5 ,  p . 46  in the negative , on the g rounds 

that the reference to “ approved  o r recogn ized  sem inaries” is not appropriate . 
T here  are none, w ith excep tion  o f  C ovenan t S em inary  w hich  is the den o m i
national sem inary . Adopted

28. T hat the A ssem bly d irec t the C E /P , th rough  its T heo log ica l C ertifica tion  
C om m ittee , to undertake a study o f  sem inaries being  used by ou r p resby teries
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to  de term ine w hether o r no t th e ir cu rricu la  conform  to the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s 
U niform  C urricu lum , and that those find ings be m ade availab le  to  the p res
by teries to  assist them  in gu id ing  cand ida tes fo r the gospel m in istry . T hese 
find ings w ill also  be com m unicated  to those sem inaries. Adopted

29. T hat the A ssem bly  d irect that all G A  C om m ittees and  A gencies coord inate  
th rough  C E /P  the o rdering  o f  audio  and v ideo  tra in ing  m ateria ls . Adopted

30. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve in p rincip le  the concep t o f  a single 
com m unications instrum ent for public re la tions, so lic ita tions fo r financial and 
spiritual support, and new s o f  all PC A  P erm anen t C om m ittees.

Referred to the Ad Hoc Committee on Communications
31. T hat the transcrip t o f  D r. K o o p ’s m essage be p rin ted  in the M inu tes. (See 

A ppendix  D , A ttachm ent B , p . 300) Adopted
32. T hat the report as a w hole be adopted . Adopted

M em bers o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners are:

Presbytery Commissioner
A scension TE L arry  R . E lenbaum
C entral C aro lina TE Steve R obinson
C entral G eorg ia TE Scott R eiber
D elm arva RE R ichard  B aker
E vangel RE C raw ford  N evins
G race TE T im othy  D ye
Jam es R iver TE Frank  P. C rane
M ississipp i V alley RE H enry  F air
N ew  Jersey RE R ichard  Springer
N ew  R iver TE T hom as F ortney
N orth  G eorg ia TE D on M ountain
N orth  T exas TE H ow ard  K elley
N orthern  Illinois T E T ed  Pow ers
Philadelph ia RE G eorge  H arris
South  T exas RE D ennis M ehall
Southern  F lorida TE Jim  B ow en
Southw est TE Fred M cFarland

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
T E  Fred M cF arland , C hairm an 
RE R ichard  S pringer. Secretary

C le rk ’s N ote: R ecom m endations 28 , 29 , 30 , 31 , 32 w ere hand led  in 14-80, p. 178 
T hey  are included  here fo r easie r reference.

14-68 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case # 2 .
M oderato r B arker ca lled  R E W . Jack  W illiam son  to  the chair. T E  T hom as B arnes, 

cha irm an , led in p rayer and presen ted  the report. T he A ssem bly  voted  to receive and 
approve the C o m m iss io n ’s sta tem ent o f  the case and the ju d g m en t rendered , all o f  
w hich w as ordered  en tered  upon the m inutes and accepted  as the A ssem b ly ’s action 
and ju d g m en t in the case. R E  D avid  L achm an requested  h is negative vote be reco rded .

Adopted
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Judicial Case #2: TE Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr., et al., vs. Grace Presbytery

A nd now  this six teen th  day  o f  O ctober, 1985, com es V aughn E. H athaw ay , J r .,  
a T each ing  E lder o f  G race P resby tery , and com plains against the action  o f  G race 
P resbytery  in an ad journed  m eeting  on the th irtie th  day o f  A ugust, 1985, w herein  said 
presbytery  did approve the o rd ination  tria ls o f  a can d id a te , and voted  to  p roceed  to 
his o rd ination  to  the gospel m in is try , and his in stalla tion  as the pasto r o f  a particu lar 
church  o f  said p resbytery : and in support o f  said  com pla in t sets forth  the fo llow ing  
reasons:

1) T hat said action  is con trary  to  the W ord  o f  G od in that
a) the cand ida te , by h is ow n adm ission , in form ed p resbytery  tha t his fo rm er 

spouse had ob tained  a d ivorce from  him  on the g rounds o f  h is in fide lity , 
and that he has since rem arried ;

b) w hile Scrip ture  (M atthew  5 :3 1 ,32 ; M atthew  19:9; M ark 10:11; and Luke 
16:18) states that a d ivorce m ay be ob ta ined  on the g rounds o f  such 
in fidelity , it now here states that the gu ilty  party  in such a d ivorce has 
the right to  rem arry , and , in fact, to the con trary  sta tes tha t w hoever 
m arries such a spouse pu t aw ay fo r the cause o f  adultery  com m its adultery; 
therefore

c) there is a question  as to  the b ib lical legality  o f  the can d id a te ’s p resent 
m arital situation .

2) T hat said action  is con trary  to  the Westminster Confession o f Faith, C hap te r 
X X IV , Section  V , w hich  g ives perm ission  fo r rem arriage only  to  the innocent 
party  in a d ivorce ob tained  on B iblical g rounds , w hich d ispensation  does not 
apply to  the cand ida te  fo r the reasons stated  above.

3) T hat said  action  is con trary  to  Book o f Church Order 16-3, w hich  states that 
“besides possessing  the necessary  gifts and ab ilities , natural and  acqu ired , 
every  one adm itted  to an office  should  be sound in the fa ith , and h is life be 
accord ing  to god liness;” in that by v irtue o f  the very nature o f  h is m arital 
situation  as ou tlined  above, the candida te  is inh ib ited  in m eeting  the h igher 
standards requ ired  o f  office bearers , both in this section  o f  the Book o f Church 
Order, and in Scrip ture  (cf. I T im o thy  3 :1-13).

4) T hat said action  is con trary  to  the advice adopted  by the Seventh  G eneral 
A ssem bly  in the report o f  the A d-In terim  T heo log ica l C om m ittee  on D ivorce, 
in that:
a) the candidate  does no t fall in to  any ca tegory  o f  recom m endation  four o f  

the report for reasons cited  in num ber one above:
b) the cand ida te  does not fall in to  the ca tegory  o f  recom m endation  five o f  

the report, since he w as d ivorced  by h is spouse on B iblical g rounds , and , 
in any case , m ade no acknow ledgm ent o f  gu ilt, n e ither expressed  rep en 
tance for the sin o f  infidelity ;

c) P resbytery  d id  not give su ffic ien t heed  to  recom m endation  six and seven 
o f  the report, in that the P resbytery  failed  to  inquire fu lly  in to  the c ir
cum stances o f  the can d id a te ’s m arriages and the charge o f  infidelity ;

d) P resbytery  exh ib ited  m anifest im patience w ith b re th ren  w ho  sought to 
m ake such inquiries; and

e) P resbytery  failed  to consider the adv isab ility  o f  de lay ing  the can d id a te ’s 
o rd ination  and installa tion  until these m atters could  be sa tisfac to rily  ad 
d ressed  and reso lved .
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Signed: V aughn E . H athaw ay , Jr.
E ugene C . C ase 
Roy D . M artin  
G eorge G . F elton , Sr.
K ing A . C ounts

N O TE: T he nam es o f  the cand ida te  and the church  in w hich  he subsequen tly  w as 
installed  as pasto r are no t sta ted  so as to g ran t h im  as m uch p ro tec tion  o f  his 
person  m ay be a llow ed. If  necessary , o r if  requ ired  by the G enera l A ssem bly , 
the com plainan t w ill p rov ide  the in form ation .

N O T E : T h is com plain t w as orig inally  filed  w ith G race  P resby te ry , S ep tem ber 11, 
1985, and w as den ied  by the P resbytery  at its S tated  M eeting  on O ctober 8 ,
1985.

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 2

I. Statement of Facts
A. O n A ugust 13, 1985, G race P resby tery  proceeded  to  exam ine  a cand ida te  
for o rd ination . T he exam ination  w as concluded , and  he w as app roved , at an 
ad journed  m eeting  on A ugust 30 , 1985.
B. O n S ep tem ber 11, 1985, a com p la in t against G race P resby tery  w as reco rded , 
g iv ing  as g rou nds, the W ord  o f  G od , the Westminster Confession o f Faith, the 
Book o f Church Order, and the A dvice S ta tem en t on D ivorce adopted  at the 7th 
G eneral A ssem bly.
C . O n O ctober 8 , 1985, G race  P resbytery  (48th  S tated  M eeting) fa iled  to  pass 
a m otion  to  ignore the com plain t. T he com pla in t w as den ied  on its m erits , w ithout 
debate .
D. A com m ission  o f  G race  P resbytery  did o rdain  and install the cand ida te  as 
pasto r S ep tem ber 15, 1985.
E. O n O ctober 1 6 ,1 9 8 5 , a  com plain t w as subm itted  to  the 14th  G enera l A ssem bly  
and subsequently  assigned  to  this C om m ission  fo r ad jud ica tion .

II. Statement of Issues
T he issue is:
A . W hethe r a m an , p rev iously  m arried  and d ivo rced , and now  rem arried , m ay 
be ordained  to  the G ospel M in istry , and especia lly  if  the fo rm er m arriage w as 
d isso lved  on less than B iblical g rounds. W hat action  and conduct is requ ired  prio r 
to  rem arriage?
B. D id  G race P resbytery  p roperly  proceed  in its exam ination  o f  the candida te  
concern ing  the above issue?
In essence , do we have in the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  a specific  co n stitu 
tional sta tem ent dealing  w ith this issue?

III. Judgment of the Case
T he C om m ission  voted  not to  sustain  the com plain t on each  po in t on g rounds 

that there  is no exp lic it exp lana tion  o f  o u r constitu tional sta tem ents o f  the P resb y 
terian  C hurch  in A m erica  concern ing  d ivorce and rem arriage , particu larly  in re fe r
ence to those w ho hold  office  in the C hurch . W e realize  and adm it that there is 
a w ide d ifference  o f  B iblical in terpre tation  across this A ssem bly  concern ing  this 
m ost im portan t issue, and understand  the d ilem m a o f  those w ho labo r in m in is try . 
T h is C om m ission  feels that the tim e is overdue for sincere  and devo ted  study  to
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be g iven th is issue w hich strikes at the very heart o f  o u r people  and the C hurch  
o f  o u r L ord Jesus C hris t. Adopted

M em bers o f  the C om m ission :

Teaching Elders
R obert R ayburn , Pacific  N orthw est, A lt 
Joseph  R yan , Jam es R iver 
T om  B arnes, Sou theast A labam a 
Jam es R ichw ine , South  F lo rida , A lt.
M ike Sarte lle , C ovenant 
D avid B row n, Pacific 
A lfred  S aleeby , C . C aro lina  
G era ld  M alkus, Palm etto  
R. C . Sprou l, C entral F lorida

Minutes of Judicial Commission of Case 2

At 5 :40 P .M . on June 24, 1986, Judicial C om m ittee  convener Joseph R yan opened  m eeting  w ith prayer. 
C om m ittee  m em bers present w ere as follows: A1 S aleeby , R obert S. R ayburn , Joseph F. R yan , T om  B arnes, 
D onald C. M oore, Jim  R ichw ine, M ike Sarte lle , D avid B row n, R obert O ldaker and M ike W addell. A 
quorum  w as present. T om  B arnes w as e lected  chairm an. M ike W addell w as e lected  clerk . M eeting  w as 
recessed  with p rayer until approxim ately  8:30  A .M . W ednesday m orn ing , June 25 , 1986.

M eeting  w as reconvened W ednesday m orn ing , June 25, 1986, at 8:45 A .M . w ith p rayer by  M ike
Sartelle. V aughn H athaw ay w as introduced as the com plainan t. Roy T ay lo r w as introduced as the respondent.
H arry B roadm an w as excused  from  serving because he w as the room m ate o f  the com plainant.

The entire record o f the com plain t w as read. This is stated in a letter dated  O ctober 16, 1985, to Dr. 
M orton H . Sm ith from  T E  V aughn H athaw ay. C opy attached. T he respondent objected  to Item s 1-A, and 
4 -C , and D.

The fo llow ing also  w ere read to the com m issioners by the clerk:
C opy o f o ther signatures to  the com plain t.
C opy o f com plain t lodged w ith G race P resbytery.
Extract from  draft o f  m inutes o f the forty-seventh  stated m eeting.
Extract from  draft o f  m inutes o f the adjourned m eeting.
Extract from  draft o f  m inutes o f the forty-eighth stated m eeting.
Extracts from  exam in ing  and candidates files regard ing  individual.

At approxim ately  9:15 A .M ., June 25, 1986, the C om m ission  recessed , at the request o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly M oderator, to return to the floor to vote. At 10:00 A .M ., the C om m ission  reconvened.

The opening  argum ent for the com plainant w as g iven  by T E  V aughn H athaw ay.
The opening  argum ent for the respondent w as given by T E  R oy T aylor.

A fter the com m issioners questioned M r. H athaw ay and M r. T ay lo r at length , the tw o gave their closing  
argum ents w ith the respondent first and then the com plainan t. T he tw o w ere then d ism issed  and the 
C om m ission  w ent into closed  session.

A fter considerable tim e w as spent in d iscussion  and all com m issioners w ho w ished to speak had spoken, 
it w as m oved and seconded that each  specification , one through four, not be sustained . T he m otion  passed 
by a vote o f  fourteen for and none against.

It w as further m oved and seconded that the low er co u rt's  decision  be upheld . The m otion  passed  by a 
vote o f fourteen for and none against.

At 12:26 P .M ., the m eeting w as recessed  w ith p rayer by A ndrew  B el/.
T he C om m ission  was reconvened w ith p rayer by D avid B row n at 3:07 P .M ., June 25, 1986.
T he final report w as read and approved. M inutes o f  the m eeting  w ere read and approved. T he m eeting 

w as adjourned w ith p rayer by Bob O ldaker at 3:22 P .M . June 25 , 1986.
R espectfu lly  S ubm itted ,
Tom  B am es, C hairm an 
M ike W addell, C lerk

Ruling Elders
D on M oore , G reat L akes 
A ndrew  B elz , S iouxlands 
R obert O ldaker, A scension  
B ill Sm ith , T ennessee  V alley  
M ike W addell, W . C aro lina
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14-69 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case # 6 .
R E G eorge G illesp ie , cha irm an , led in p rayer and called  upon T E  B yron Snapp , 

w ho p resen ted  the report o f  the C om m ission . M r. Snapp  then  y ielded  to  RE Patrick  
V aughn , w ho presen ted  the d issen t subm itted  by six o f  the C om m ission  m em bers. 
T he A ssem bly  voted to receive and approve the C o m m iss io n ’s sta tem ent o f  the case 
and the ju dgm en t rendered , all o f  w hich w as ordered  en tered  upon the m inu tes and 
accep ted  as the A ssem b ly ’s action  and ju d g m en t in the case. It w as to be no ted  in the 
m inutes the understand ing  o f  the chairm an  o f  the C om m ission  w as that the C om m ittee  
on Judicial B usiness w as sim ply  to receive the report o f  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  
by N ovem ber 10, 1986, and to  report to  the F ifteenth  G eneral A ssem bly . T he vote 
on the C om m ission  report w as 205 in favor, 192 opposed . T he fo llow ing  com m issioners 
requested  the ir negative votes be recorded . Adopted, then reconsidered

K. Eric Perrin , Robert H opper, R. C. Sprou l. Patrick J. V aughn, John W oll. D avid H. C lelland , Randall
C . M artin , R obert E. B ell, T im othy B. D obbins, D onald B eebe, R ichard M . G ray , W illiam  P. M cC olley, 
Jim  B aird , Jim  S hannon, Jack A dkins, Fred J. M use, Larry C. M ills, T im  D ieh l. G . M ark C ushm an. Jam es 
L. M oss, B obby Farm er, Henry M ueller, W alter W . W ood J r .,  T hom as R. C aradine J r .,  H . C obb  W are. 
Terry L. Jones, T hom as L. W enger, W . T hom as Farr, Robert R ogland , R obert B. L outhan, Stephen 
Sm allm an. R ichard C. C hew ning. John P. M acR ae, Brad C am per, Jam es L. T hom as. D avid A . S tockm ent, 
Paul E. Z etterho lm , C arl D. C hap lain , W illiam  C . H ughes, T. C. A lbrecht, G . Dae L in t, John B um gardner, 
Edw ard L. S atterfield , T om  Schneider, Jim  H igh. Steve R obinson, , W illiam  B arker, Jam es 
Perry. Peter R. V aughn, Ron Lutjens, Byron J. C urtis , Jonathan Seda, K enneth E. H ines, Roy C . W escher, 
T hom as E. N icholas. Thom as F. L eopard , L Roy T ay lor, Frank P. C rane, Leon F. W arded , Thom as 
H olliday. Don G ahagen, Robert B radsher, T im othy D ye, Henry H ope, J. Lew is B aker, Jam es L. M oore, 
R ichard L indsay , T erry  T ray lor, M ike G oheen , Randall P Pope, R andy Q . S m ith , Jam es W . Y oung, Jam es 
W . H atch , Jam es A. Sm ith , R onald L. B ossum , S teven S tout, T hom as J. S te in , D onald  J. M acN air, 
L aw rence C . R off, C orbett H eim burger, C harles H. M orrison III, D avid M. F rierson , G eorge B rengle, 
G len Parkinson, B rad D Evans, W illiam  S. H enderson , W alter Shepard , D aniel C . B roadw ater, H arry D. 
Long. W illiam  V. C am pbell, D avid C urrence, Phil S togner, R obert S. R ayburn , Fred S. M cF arland , Ken 
Sm ith , G regory  E. M ott, D. W orth C arson , G eorge M. S tu lac , Jam es K. W orkm an, C urt L ovelace, Stephen 
R arig, John L. V ance, D ennis E ide, F loyd H aan, D avid C. M oore, D ennis L y tle, D arw in Jo rdan , Jack 
T otherow , C harles W . H ain line, C raig  W . G arrio tt, D oug G riffith , D arrell M cIntyre.

A m otion  w as adopted  to  reconsider the vote ju s t taken. T he A ssem bly  then  voted 
not to  receive , approve, and accep t the report o f  the C om m ission . T he vote w as 
recorded  as 158 in favor, 204 opposed . T he fo llow ing com m issioners requested  their 
a ffirm ative votes be recorded: Adopted

Eugene C. C ase , Scott L. R eiber, Ross L indley , Byron S napp. Jam es G ary A itken, Joel B eezley , Henry
E. Johnson , T ed L ester, Raym ond B. Fell, R andy H ickm an . G eorge A. C rocker, Larry E . B all, S teve 
W ilk ins, A lan M cC all, J. G . T hom pson, Jam es A . Jones J r .,  G . B rent B radley , Seth S ko ln itsky , Dennis 
M ehall. K enneth L. G entry J r .,  D avid D ively, V aughn E. H athaw ay Jr.

T he A ssem bly then  voted that W alte r Shepard , Patrick  V aughn , B yron S napp , and 
D ennis M ehall be appointed  a nom inating  com m ittee  to  report F riday and to  nom inate  
m em bers o f  a new  jud ic ia l com m ission  to be e lec ted  to  ad jud ica te  C ase # 6  in the 
in tervening year and to  report to  the F ifteen th  G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

Case 6: Complaint of TE Carl W. Bogue et al. against the Presbytery of the 
Ascension

Whereas, the E leven th  G eneral A ssem bly  sustained  a com plain t against the P resbytery  
o f  the A scension  in sustain ing  the trials fo r o rd ination  o f  M r. K urt L u tjen s, annu lling  
that action; and
Whereas, the P resbytery  w as d irected  to co rrect the trials o r p roceed  to  orderly  
d isc ip line  “ if  his view s continue to  fail to  confo rm  w ith the W ord  o f  G od , the S tandards 
o f  this C hu rch , and The Book o f Church Order;’’ and
Whereas, the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  defined  failu re  to  so  confo rm  as v iew s 
w hich  (1) take “excep tion  to  BCO 58-4  ‘w hich restric ts the inv ita tion  g iven  at the
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L o rd 's  S upper to session-approved  persons o r p ro fessing  C hris tians w ho are com m un i
cants in good stand ing  in any evangelica l c h u rc h .’ He believes it is illeg itim ate  to 
include church  m em bersh ip  as a requ irem ent fo r one to  partic ipate  in the L o rd 's  
S up p er,"  and (2) refusal to  "deny  bap tism  to an alledged ly  pro fessing  adu lt w ho w ould  
not becom e a m em ber o f  the visible church  upon bap tism ;" and 
Whereas, the T w elfth  G eneral A sem bly  sustained  a subsequent com p la in t, the Judicial 
C om m ission  unanim ously  specify ing  “con tinued  non-com pliance  w ith the d irec tives 
o f  the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly ;” and
Whereas, in con junction  w ith a reexam ination  in S ep tem ber, 1984, M r. L utjens stated 
his v iew s to still be those expressed  in a paper from  the Spring o f  1984, w hich  paper 
w as before the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  as p rim ary  ev idence on w hich to  base their 
specification  o f  con tinued  non-com pliance; and
Whereas, the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  susta ined  h is reexam ination  in sp ite  o f  th is 
con tinued  failure to  con fo rm , refusing  also  to in terpre t the vote to  m ean e ith e r approval 
in spite o f  unchanged  v iew s or approval because o f  changed  v iew s; and 
Whereas, in N ovem ber, 1984, the P resbytery  refused  to  beg in  orderly  d isc ip line  as 
d irected  by the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly ; and
Whereas, the R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resby teries C om m ittee  at the T h irteen th  G eneral 
A ssem bly noted  an excep tion  to  the P resb y te ry 's  M inutes in regard  to  this con tinued  
non-com pliance , noting  the am biguity  o f  the m inutes on the reexam ination  (cf. Minutes, 
p. 142-143); and
Whereas, in the action  o f  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica, at a S tated  M eeting January  10, 1986, in M urrysv ille , P A ., respecting  
the fo llow ing  approved  response to  the above noted  excep tion  to  the m inutes,

In reply  to  the excep tion  l .b  (1) taken  by the A ssem b ly ’s C om m ittee  on the 
R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resby teries to ou r m inutes o f  S ep tem ber 8-9 , 1984, that 
"It is not c lea r w hether the P resb y te ry 's  action  in susta in ing  the reexam ination  o f  
M r. K urt L utjens is ind icative o f  a change in h is v iew s o r o f  the P resb y te ry ’s
in tention to  accep t M r. L u tjen ’s v iew s as they a re .” , the P resbytery  respectfu lly
answ ers in c larification  that ou r m inutes in section  84-88 m ean  that the reex am i
nation revealed  (as did  the exam ination  o f  the Pastoral C om m ittee) a change in 
M r. L u tjen ’s v iew s that b rough t h im  in to  agreem en t w ith  the standards o f  the 
PCA  to the satisfaction  o f  the P resbytery  and on this basis h is exam ination  w as 
sustained, 

is con trary  to fact,
Therefore, the undersigned  hereby com plain  to  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  o f  
the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica against th is response  to  the G eneral A ssem bly  
noted excep tion  to  the m inutes.

R easons fo r the C om plain t

1. It is con trary  to fact.
2. It has the effect o f  rew riting  the m inutes long after an action  has been taken ,

m aking a substan tive change via in terp re ta tion , w hich in terp re ta tion  the P resbytery  
specifically  refused  to  m ake at the tim e o f  the action  in S ep tem ber o f  1984.

As in the past, the undersigned  com plainan ts com e now  pro fessing  our com m itm en t 
to  the peace and unity  o f  the C hurch  o f  Jesus C h ris t, as w ell as its pu rity . W e plead 
w ith the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  to co rrec t th is m issta tem en t o f  fact, and com ply 
w ith the letter and the spirit o f  past G enera l A ssem bly  d irec tives , dem onstra ting  
subm ission  to  the brethren  in their leg itim ate  exerc ise  o f  ecc lesiastica l authority .
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F or C hrist the K ing,
T he Session  o f  Faith  P resbyterian  C hurch
T E  C arl W . B ogue, M oderator
R E Jam es R . B ruder, C lerk
R E G eorge  R. C aler
R E R obert L. O ldaker
R E G ary L. Spenser
R E K eith M . W ing

JO IN IN G  IN T H E  C O M P L A IN T  W IT H  FA IT H  S E SSIO N  
T E  B ailey  C . C adm an 
T E  Earl F. Fair 
T E  R obert C . Paterson 
T E  P eter S tanzen , II

ADJUDICATION OF CASE # 6

C om plain ts o f  T E  C arl W . B ogue et al. against the P resbytery  o f  the A scension

I. Statement of the Facts
A. T he 13th G eneral A ssem bly  v ia the C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontro l m ade 

exception  to  the m inutes o f  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  stating  “ It is not 
c lea r w hether the p resb y te ry ’s action  in sustain ing  the reexam ination  o f  M r. 
K urt L utjens is indicative o f  a change in his v iew s o r  o f  the p resb y te ry ’s 
in tention  to  accep t M r. L u tjen s’ v iew s as they a re .”

B. P resbytery  o f  the A scension  responded  to the C om m ittee  on R eview  and 
C ontro l in its action o f  January  10, 1986, sta ting , “T he P resbytery  respectfu lly  
answ ers in c larification  that ou r m inutes in section  84-88 m ean that the reex am i
nation  revealed  (as did  tl\e exam ination  o f  the pastoral com m ittee) a change 
in M r. L u tjen s’ v iew s that b rought h im  into agreem en t w ith  the standards o f  
the PC A  and on this basis h is exam ination  w as su s ta in ed .”

C. A com plain t w as filed  by C arl W . B ogue, et al. against the above ac tions o f  
the P resbytery  o f  the A scension.

II. Statement of the Issues
A. Is the response by the P resbytery  to  G eneral A ssem b ly ’s noted  exception  

con trary  to  fact?
B. A re the P resby te ry ’s stated  reasons fo r denying  the com plain t in con trad ic tion  

to  the response approved  by P resbytery  for the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s noted 
excep tion?

C . H as the answ er to the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s noted excep tion  had the effec t o f  
rew riting  the m inutes?

D. H as the answ er to the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s noted excep tion  had  the effec t o f  
rew riting  the m inu tes , w hich in terpre tation  the P resbytery  specifically  refused 
to  m ake at the tim e o f  its action  in Sep tem ber, 1984?

E. H as the P resbytery  illeg itim ately  in terpre ted  BCO 58-4?

III. Judgment of the Case
A . Specifica tions o f  E rror

1. T he P resby te ry ’s response to the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s no ted  excep tion  is 
con trary  to  fact.
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2. T he P resb y te ry ’s stated  reasons fo r denying  the com pla in t are in co n trad ic 
tion to the response approved  by P resby tery  fo r the G enera l A ssem b ly ’s 
noted  excep tion .

3. T he answ er to the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s no ted  excep tion  had  the effec t o f  
rew riting  the m inutes.

4 . T he answ er to the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s no ted  excep tion  had  the effec t o f  
rew riting  the m inu tes , w hich in terpre tation  the P resby tery  specifically  
refused  to  m ake at the tim e o f  its action  in S ep tem ber, 1984.

5. T he P resbytery  has illeg itim ate ly  in terp re ted  BCO 58-4  (Ml IGA, p . 140).
R ecom m endations
1. The P resbytery  o f  the A scension  is instructed  to reexam ine T E  K urt 

L utjens on the question  o f  the re la tionsh ip  o f  the sacram en ts and  church  
m em bersh ip , and tha t a full and com plete  transcrip t o f  th is exam ination  
be included  in the m inutes o f  the P resby tery . R eason: the transcrip t o f  
the reexam ination  o f  K urt L u tjens in S ep tem ber, 1984, w hich  w as required  
by the 11th G enera l A ssem bly  is unavailab le  due to m echan ica l failure . 
B oth com plainan t and defendan t agree that ne ither m alice  n o r neg ligence 
w as involved  in the lack o f  transcrip t.

2. T he P resbytery  o f  the A scension  is in structed  to  com plete  the above 
action  and report to  the Perm anen t C om m ittee  on Jud ic ia l B usiness no 
later than  N ovem ber 10, 1986.

3. T he P resbytery  o f  the A scension  is in structed  tha t confo rm ity  in the m atter 
o f  the re la tionsh ip  o f  the sacram en ts and church  m em bersh ip  is defined  
as com pliance w ith the ru ling  o f  the 11 th  G eneral A ssem bly  in th is m atter:

“T he G eneral A ssem bly  d irects the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  to  
co rrec t the aspects o f  the trial fo r o rd ination  w hich are con trary  to 
the constitu tional standards o f  the PC A ” (Ml IGA, p . 141)

T he fo llow ing  w ere found  to  be con trary  to  the constitu tional standards 
o f  the PC A  by the 11th G eneral A ssem bly

“T he candidate  took  excep tion  to BCO 58-4  ‘w hich  restric ts the 
invitation  g iven at the L o rd ’s S upper to  session -approved  persons o r 
p ro fessing  C hris tians w ho are com m unican ts in good  stand ing  in any 
evangelical church . H e believes it is illeg itim ate  to  include church  
m em bersh ip  as a  requ irem en t for one to  partic ipa te  in the L o rd ’s 
Supper.
U nder exam ination  the cand ida te  refused  to  affirm  that he w ould  
deny bap tism  to an a lleged ly  pro fessing  adu lt w ho w ould  no t becom e 
a m em ber o f  the v isib le church  upon bap tism . T he constitu tionality  
o f  th is is d e n ie d .” (M lIGA, p . 140 

F urtherm ore , BCO 14-7 as adop ted  by the 14th G enera l A ssem bly  (see 
p. 88) says,

“ A ctions o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  pursuan t to  the prov isions o f  BCO 
14-6 such as de liverances , reso lu tions, overtu res, and  ju d ic ia l d ec i
sions are to  be g iven  due and  serious considera tion  by the C hurch 
and its low er courts w hen delibera ting  m atters re la ted  to such action . 
Jud icial decis ions shall be b ind ing  and conclusive  on  the parties w ho 
are d irectly  involved  in the m atter be ing  ad jud ica ted , and m ay be 
appealed  to in subsequen t sim ilar cases as to  any p rincip le  w hich 
m ay have been decided . (See BCO 3 -5 , 3-6. and WCF 3 1 :3 .) .”
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4. The P resbytery  o f  the A scension  is instructed  that if  T E  K urt L utjens 
con tinues to be in nonconform ity  to  the PC A  constitu tional standards (see 
num ber 3 above) as show n by his exam ination  that the P resbytery  is to 
p roceed  w ith o rderly  d iscip line a fter due pastoral counsel.

5. The P resbytery  o f  the A scension is adm onished  by this G eneral A ssem bly 
that this m atter has been before the last four G eneral A ssem blies , and 
that it should  exercise  due care to avoid  fu rther de lay  in the exped itious 
conclusion  o f  th is in accordance w ith the d irec tives o f  the 1 1th G eneral 
A ssem bly.

IV. Conclusion
W e, as a C om m ission  appreciate  the coopera tion  o f  both  the com plainan ts and 
respondents in this case. It is our hope and p rayer that this m atter can  be concluded  
in a spirit o f  unity  and peace fo r the purity  and advancem en t o f  the C hurch  o f  
Jesus C hrist. Adopted, then reconsidered and recommitted, p. 152.

The fo llow ing  com m issioners w ere present:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
R odney S tortz, M issouri Jack  A dkins, Jam es R iver
W alt Shepard , G race R andy H ickm an , C entral G eorg ia
Lawrence Snapp, W estminster, Asst. Chm. John  F arm er, Palm etto  
R aym ond Fell, G u lf  C oast D ennis M ehall, S. T X , A sst. C lerk
Rod M ays, N ew  R iver, C lerk G eorge  G illesp ie , M S V alley , C hm .
Joel B eez ley , E vangel R upert G reen , SE A labam a
D aniel S u lc , W . C aro lina  Patrick  V aughn, Southw est

T he fo llow ing  com m issioners w ere absent:

Frank E . S m ith , N ortheast R ene S chm idt, Southern  F lorida
C hristian  K eidel, Ph iladelph ia  Joe G lenn , C alvary

Dissenting Report

I. H istory o f  the C ase
A. The 12th G eneral A ssem bly  (G A ) in adjudication  o f C ase # 7  regarding the o rd ination  exam ination  
o f T E  Kurt L utjens, recom m ended to A scension Presbytery several th ings, including a pastoral coun 
seling com m ittee , a reexam ination o f M r. L utjens and a transcrip t o f  the trials to be p reserved by the 
P resby tery ’s Stated C lerk.

T hey recom m ended further that if his view s failed after due counseling  to  conform  w ith the W ord 
o f  G od , the S tandards o f the C hurch and the B C O , the Presbytery  through its Pastoral C om m ittee 
should com m ence orderly  discip line by a stated tim e.

M r. L u tjens ' v iew s expressed  in his initial exam ination  Septem ber 1 1. 1982. revealed  exceptions 
in five areas:
1. Sabbath observance,
2. possible ord ination  o f  wom en as deacons,
3. im m ersion as an a lternative form  o f  baptism ,
4. possible w illingness to baptize persons w ho would not be able to becom e m em bers o f a visible 

church ,
5. possible adm inistration  o f com m union in unusual situations to persons not m em bers o f  a visible 

church.
B. Presbytery  o f  the A scension conducted  the reexam ination  o f T E  K urt L utjens S ep tem ber 7 and 
8, 1984. B ecause o f  m echanical failure, the transcrip t w as incom plete. O f the five points o f  exception
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the issues related to  Sabbath observance , m ode o f  baptism  and v iew s regard ing  w om en deacons had 
been allow ed by p revious G A  actions. R egarding  issues 4 and 5 re la ted  to  m em bersh ip  and baptism  
and the com m union . P resbytery  by vote o f  52 to  16 voted  to  susta in  the reexam ination .
C. The T hirteen th  G A  C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on  R eview  and C on tro l, June 1985, found 
exceptions to the Presbytery  o f  the A scension ’s m inu tes and requested  c la rification  as to  w hether 
P resby tery’s vote to sustain  M r. L u tjen s’ exam ination  w as based  on a change in M r. L u tjen s’ view s 
o r on  w illingness o f  the Presbytery  to  accept M r. L u tjen s’ v iew s as they w ere.
D. R esponse to this request for c larification  w as form ulated  and approved by the Presbytery  o f  the 
A scension in January , 1986. (A  copy o f  the response is E xhib it A .) T he Presby tery  states that M r. 
L u tjens ' v iew s have changed and that h is  v iew s are now  in conform ity  to the s tandards o f  the C h u rch .
E. C om plain t against the P resb y te ry 's  response is the subject o f  this a jud ication . (T he tex t o f  the 
com plain t is E xhib it B .)  T he com plain t, in essence , states that the P resby tery ’s response is not true 
to fact. In the e laboration  by the com pla inan ts, they indicate that there is no  change in M r. L u tjen s ' view s.

II. Issues Involved
A. The integrity  o f  the Presbytery o f  the A scension is at stake, in that it is accused  o f  m aking a 
report w hich is contrary  to  fact and o f  w illfu lly  d isto rting  m inutes.
B. T he ability  o f  the Presbytery  to m ake a  valid  judgm en t on the exam ination  o f  its cand idates is 
at stake.
C . T he view  o f  the S tandards adhered  to  by the m ajority  (52  to 16) o f  the Presbytery  o f  the A scension  
is at stake.
D. D isturbance o f  peace w ithin the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  continues.
E. The issue con tinues w hether o r not T E  K urt L u tjen s ' cu rren t view s and practices regarding  church 
m em bership  and the sacram ents are in acceptable conform ity  w ith  the C h u rch ’s S tandards.
F. Debate by the A ssem bly  at large on the application  o f  the S tandards to these  issues has continued 
as a topic o f this m eeting.

III. C onclusions
A. The m ajority  o f  the Judicial C om m ission  ho lds that issue E  above is o f  over-rid ing  im portance. 
T hey derive from  the evidence that M r. L u tjen s’ view s have not changed  suffic iently  to bring  him  
into conform ity  w ith a “proper" view  o f  the S tandards.
B. The d issenting  view  holds that the P resbytery , through its Pastoral C om m ittee , through Presbytery  
action and affirm ative vote; through its response to  R eview  and C ontro l C om m ittee; and  by  direct 
testim ony before our Judicial C om m ission  have effectively  show n that T E  K urt L u tjen s’ v iew s have 
changed and are now  in conform ity  to  the C h u rch ’s S tandards.
C . Further, the m inority  view  holds that the specific charges m ade in this com pla in t canno t be 
supported by the ev idence p resented  and issues A , B, and C , s tated  above, m ust be decided  in favor 
o f  the Presbytery.
D. T he issue o f  peace w ithin the P resbytery  m ust be considered  in the overall context. I f  a decision  
could  be m ade w hich w ill achieve this end , it w ould be h igh ly  desirable.
E. T herefo re, in light o f  the above considera tions, the m inority  o f  the Judicial C om m ission  assigned 
to hear this case recom m ends that the com plain t be not sustained.

Jack A dkins RE
G eorge G illesp ie RE
W alter Shepard  TE
R odney S tortz T E
Dan Sulc T E
Patrick V aughn RE
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E X H IB IT  A
R esponse o f  Presbytery  o f  the A scension  to the G A  C om m ittee 

on R eview  and C ontrol

In reply to the exception  l .b  (1) taken by the A ssem bly 's  C om m ittee  on  the R eview  and C ontrol 
o f  P resbyteries to our m inutes o f Sep tem ber 8-9 , 1984, that
“ It is not c lear w hether the P resby tery 's  action in sustain ing  the reexam ination  o f  M r. K urt Lutjens 
is indicative o f a change in his view s o r o f the P resby tery’s in tention to accept M r. L u tjens ' v iew s as 
they a re ." ,

the Presbytery  respectfu lly  answ ers in c larification  that our m inutes in section 84-88 m ean that the reexam i
nation revealed  (as did the exam ination  o f  the Pastoral C om m ittee) a change in M r. L u tjen s ' v iew s that 
brought him  into agreem ent w ith the standards o f the PCA  to the satisfaction  o f  the P resbytery  and on this 
basis h is exam ination  w as sustained.

In reply to the exception  L b . (2) taken by the A ssem bly ’s C om m ittee on the R eview  and C ontrol o f 
Presbyteries to our m inutes o f  Septem ber 8-9 , 1984, in sections 84-89 and 84-94 that

“Presbytery failed to provide the ‘attested  transcrip t' o f  the reexam ination  trials d irected  to be m ade 
by the G eneral A ssem bly. W hen the attem pt to record  the exam ination  on tape fa iled , the Presbytery 
by vote at the sam e m eeting  specifically  refused the recom m endation  o f  the Pastoral C om m ittee  to 
provide a w ritten  reconstruction  o f the record , choosing  instead m erely to send a le tter o f explanation  
and apology to the G eneral A ssem bly ," 

we would respectfully  answ er that a technical failure o f  the recording equ ipm ent m ade it im possible for us 
to provide the required  transcrip t (see letter o f  O ctober 15, 1984, to G A ).

(This am ended response w as adopted , w ith T E ’s Robert Peterson , Larry O ldaker, and Peter S tazen requesting 
the recording  o f their negative votes.)

E X H IB IT  B

FA ITH  PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  
2540 South M ain Street 

A kron, O hio  44319

M arch 19, 1986

The R ev. Frank D. M oser. C lerk 
Presbytery o f the A scension 
398 H ochberg Road 
M onroeville , PA 15146

Dr. M orton H. Sm ith 
P .O . Box 1428 
D ecatur, GA  30031

W hereas in the action o f  the Presbytery o f  the A scension  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , at the 
Stated M eeting  M arch 8, 1986, in V alencia, P a ., our com plain t against the p resb y tery 's  response to the 
G eneral A ssem bly noted exception  to the p resbytery  m inutes was den ied , the undersigned hereby com plain 
to the G eneral A ssem bly o f the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica against this action o f the Presbytery  o f  the 
A scension.
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1. The answ er to the G eneral A ssem bly  noted excep tion  is contrary  to fact.
2. T he p resby tery ’s stated reasons for denying the com plain t are in con trad iction  to the response approved
by presbytery for the G eneral A ssem bly’s noted excep tion , and in fact it acknow ledges the com pla inan ts ' 
contention that M r. L u tjen s ' v iew s are substantially  the sam e as those w hich caused  the E leventh G eneral 
A ssem bly to declare M r. L u tjens’ o rd ination  exam  annulled.
3. T he answ er to the G eneral A ssem bly noted excep tion  has the effect o f rew riting  the m inutes long after 
an action has been taken, m aking a substantive change via in terp reta tion , w hich in terpretation  the presbytery 
specifically  refused to m ake at the tim e o f  the action in Sep tem ber o f  1984.
4. The presbytery did not consider o r act upon reason # 2  o f  the com plain t (sam e as reason # 3  above).
5. The presbytery illeg itim ately  re in terp rets the B C O  58 :4  w hich requires m em bersh ip  in an evangelical 
church , declaring  its “ intent" is to not require m em bersh ip  in an evangelical church.

W ith heavy hearts, but m ore convinced than ever we m ust pursue a ju s t reso lu tion  o f  this unresolved  
issue, the undersigned continue their com plain t, now to ou r fathers and bro thers in the G eneral A ssem bly 
o f ou r C hurch , p leading  w ith you to  correct these  errors and to  enforce the d irectives o f  the E leventh and 
Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem blies.

For C hrist the K ing,
The Session  o f Faith Presbyterian  C hurch

R EA SO N S FOR T H E  C O M PL A IN T

TE C arl W . B ogue, M oderator
RE Jam es R. B ruder, C lerk
RE G eorge R. C aler
RE Robert L. O ldaker
RE G ary L. Spencer
RE Keith M. W ing

JO IN IN G  IN T H E  C O M PL A IN T  W ITH  FA ITH  SE SSIO N

TE  Bailey C . C adm an 
TE Earl F. Fair 
TE Robert C . Peterson 
TE P c te rS ta z e n .il

Cf. O rig inal com plain t to Presbytery o f the A scension a ttached.

M IN U T E S O F  JU D IC IA L  C O M M ISS IO N  O F  C A SE  # 6  
T H E  C O M P L A IN T  O F  BO G U E  E T  A L .  V S P R E SB Y T E R Y  O F  T H E  A SC E N SIO N

The jud ic ia l com m ission  appointed to adjudicate C ase # 6 ,  C om plain t o f  Bogue e l a l. vs. A scension 
Presbytery met at the call o f  the convener at 4:45  p .m . on June 24 , 1986 at the G eneral A ssem bly , A cadem y 
o f  M usic. Present were: T E  R odney S tortz, T E  W alt S hepard , T E  L aw rence Snapp, T E  R aym ond Fell, T E  
Rod M ays, T E  D aniel Sulc, RE Jack A dkins, RE R andy H ickm an. RE John Farm er, RE D ennis M ehall. 
RE G eorge G illesp ie, RE R upert G reen , RE Patrick V aughn. A bsent w ere T E  Frank Sm ith . T E  C hristian 
K eidel, T E  Joel B eezley , RE Joe G lenn.

The m eeting w as called  to o rder w ith p rayer by the convener T E  R odney Stortz. It w as m oved , seconded,
carried to elect RE G eorge G illesp ie chairm an and T E  Rod M ays clerk by acclam ation . A quorum  was
declared . The chairm an requested  the com m ission  to pick up the record  o f  the case and to read and study 
it by 8:15 a .m ., June 25, 1986. T he m eeting w as recessed  by the call o f  the chairm an  with p rayer by TE 
Raym ond Fell at 5:15 p .m .

The com m ission  reconvened June 25, 1986 at 8:15 a .m . at the A cadem y o f M usic. Present w ere teaching 
e lders W alt Shepherd , Rod M ays, Dan Sulc , R odney S tortz, R aym ond F ell, Law rence Snapp, Joel B eezley , 
Frank Sm ith , and ruling e lders Jack A dkins, R andy H ickm an, John F anner, D ennis M ehall. G eorge G illesp ie, 
Rupert G reen, Patrick V aughn. The chairm an called the m eeting  to o rder w ith prayer. The chairm an presented 
the follow ing agenda and assignm ents fo r the day.

AG EN D A

8 :15 -1 0 :15 —  organizational work 
10:15-10:30 —  break
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10:30-12:00 —  to hear com plainan ts and respondents 
12:00- 1:30 — lunch

1:30- 3 :00  —  to hear com plainants and respondents 
3:00- 3:15 —  break 
3:15- 5:15 —  deliberations 
5:15- 7 :30  —  dinner
7:30- —  con tinue until we reach a conclusion

A SSIG N M E N T S

B yron Snapp to serve as assistan t chairm an
D ennis M ehall to  serve as assistan t clerk
R odney S tortz and R upert G reen to  serve as sergeants at arm s
Joel B eezley  and Dan Sulc to  serve as parliam entarians
B rad Fell to serve as interrogator.

T he G eneral A ssem bly  requested  the com m ission  to be called  to the floor o f  G eneral A ssem bly  a t 9:30  
a .m . for o ther business. T he com m ission  reconvened at 10:30 w ith  the fo llow ing in appearance before the 
com m ission.

T he com plainants w ere given the floor to p resen t their opening  argum ents. T hey d istribu ted  tw o d ocu 
m ents; (1) C hronology o f  A ctions, (2) transcrip t o f  their opening  argum ents.

The com m ission  recessed  at 11:45 a .m .
T he com m ission  reconvened at 1:00 p .m . and w as led in p rayer by R andy H ickm an.
T he respondents w ere given the floor to present their open ing  argum ents. T he transcrip t o f that argum ent 

w as distributed .
The com plainan ts and respondents w ere d ism issed  at 2 p .m .
The com m ission  began discussion  o f  questions that needed to be asked o f  the com plainan ts and respon 

dents. A fter a series o f questions to both com plainan ts and responden ts, the respondents w ere given the 
floor for their closing  argum ents w hich w ere d istribu ted  in transcrip t form . T he com m ission  then granted 
the floor to the com plainan ts for their closing  argum ent. The com plainan ts and responden ts  w ere dism issed . 
The com m ission  recessed  w ith p rayer by Pat V aughn at 4 :50  p .m .

The com m ission  reconvened at 7 p .m . w ith p rayer by D an Sulc. T he c lerk  o f  the com m ission  read from 
the C om m issioner’s H andbook the guidelines fo r jud ic ia l com m issions to adjudicate com plain ts. A t this 
tim e extended discussion  took place concerning the issue. Each m em ber o f the com m ission  w as given tw o 
m inutes to sum  up  his opin ion . The com m ission  then en tered  into a season o f p rayer before voting on  each 
specification . T he com m ission  voted to sustain each  specification  o f  the com plainan ts as follows:
1. The answ er to the G eneral A ssem bly’s noted exception  is contrary  to fact. 8-6-0
2. The p resb y tery 's  stated reason fo r denying  the com plain t are in con trad iction  to the response approved

by p resbytery  for the G eneral A ssem bly noted  excep tion , and in fact it acknow ledges the com pla inan ts ' 
contention  that M r. L u tjens’ view s are substantially  the sam e as those w hich caused  the Eleventh 
G eneral A ssem bly  to declare M r. L u tjen s ' o rd ination  exam  annulled. 8-6-0

3. The answ er to the G eneral A ssem bly  noted  excep tions has the effec t o f  rew riting  the m inutes long 
after an action has been taken, m aking a substantive change via in terp reta tion , w hich in terpretation 
the p resbytery  specifically  refused to  m ake at the tim e o f  the action in Sep tem ber o f  1984. 8-6-0

4 . The p resbytery  d id  not consider o r act upon reason # 2  o f  the com plain t (sam e as reason # 3  above). 8-6-0
5. The p resbytery  illeg itim ately  re in terprets the B C O  58 :4  w hich requires m em bersh ip  in an evangelical

church , declaring  its “ in tent” is to  not require m em bersh ip  in an evangelical church . 8-6-0

It w as m oved , seconded, carried  that a subcom m ittee be appointed by the chairm an , to be com posed 
o f  tw o m ajority  m em bers and one m inority  m em ber, in order to develop  a report o f  the com m ission  and 
its recom m endations. T he chairm an appointed W alt Shepard , B rad Fell and Joel B eezley.

The com m ission  recessed  w ith p rayer by D ennis M ehall at 10:30 p .m . T he com m ission  reconvened  at 
9 :30  a .m .,  June 26 , 1986 at the T enth  Presbyterian  C hurch  w ith p rayer by D ennis M ehall. T he c lerk  read

C O M PL A IN A N T S R E SPO N D E N T S
B ob Peterson 
Carl B ogue 
Peter Stazen

T om  G regory
C harles W inkler 
C harles H olliday 
R obert E ickelberg  
A rnold  Frank
D ale W elden
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the m inutes up  to this point and they w ere approved as read . Brad Fell w as called  upon to present the report 
o f the subcom m ittee (see C om m ission  report). T he  S tatem ent o f  Facts w as m oved , seconded, carried  
unanim ously. It w as m oved, seconded , carried  to approve the S tatem ent o f  Issues and the Judgm ents o f 
the C ase. T he subcom m ittee recom m endations w ere approved as recom m endations o f  the C om m ission  (see 
C om m ission  report).

The m inutes o f  to d ay ’s p roceedings w ere read and approved . A  m otion w as m ade to adjourn  at 11:40
a .m . w ith p rayer led by Joel B eezley.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
T E  Rod M ays

14-70 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case # 4 .
T E  E ugene C . C ase , cha irm an , led in p ray er and  presen ted  the report. T he A ssem bly  

voted  to  receive and adopt the C o m m iss io n ’s report that the case had been  abandoned  
and that there w ould  therefore be no ju d g m en t. T he M inutes w ere approved  and ordered 
spread upon the M inutes o f  the A ssem bly  as its ow n. Adopted
Case #4: Appeal of TE Edward A. Steele III vs. Great Lakes Presbytery

T o the R ev. W illiam  A. Shell, S tated  C lerk  o f  the G reat L akes P resby tery , the 
P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica:

A nd now , th is 20th day  o f  D ecem ber, A . D . 1985, com es T each ing  E lder E dw ard
A. S tee le , III and appeals from  the ju d g m en t o f  the G reat L akes P resbytery  in the 
case o f  d ivesting  him  w ithout censure w ithout jud ic ia l p rocess at its S tated  W in ter 
M eeting on D ecem ber 7 , 1985, and in support o f  said  appeal sets forth  the fo llow ing  
specifications o f  error:

T he G reat Lakes P resbytery  o f  the P resby terian  C hurch  in A m erica  erred  in d ivesting  
the A ppellan t w ithout censure in the fo llow ing  w ays:

(1) T he P resbytery  m isin terp re ted  BCO 34 -10 , first parag raph , first sen tence , in 
that it d id  not institu te jud ic ia l p roceed ing  against the A ppellan t w hen it accused  him  
o f  hab itually  failing  to be engaged  in the regu la r du ties o f  his o ffic ia l functions. It d id  
not have the p rerogative o f  acting  as it d id  w ithout the aforesaid  p rocess , especially  
since the A ppellan t has e ither a ttended  o r been excused  from  the S tated  P resbytery  
M eetings.

(2) S ince no charges w ere pending  against the A ppellan t and he w as a teach ing  
elder in good stand ing  in the G reat L akes P resby tery , his request tha t his nam e be 
erased  w as den ied  because  o f  his a lleged  non-partic ipa tion  in P resbytery  and in his 
not serving in a m in isteria l office .

(3) N o attem pt w as m ade by P resby tery  o r its rep resen ta tives to co llect ev idence 
for o r against the m inistry  the A ppellan t p resen tly  has as be ing  in confo rm ity  to  the 
responsib ilities o f  a T each ing  E lder in the PC A .

(4) The A ppellan t has been d iscrim inated  against because  o th er cand ida tes, licen 
tia tes , and teach ing  e lders w ho have a h is to ry  o f  non -a ttendance  and non-reporting  
have not been d isc ip lined  in any w ay.

(5) T he A ppellan t has been d iscrim inated  against because ano ther T each ing  E lder, 
Phillip  E. Poe, had his nam e erased  at h is request, thereby  being d ism issed  “to inde
pendency” w ithout any attem pt at d ivestitu re  w ithout censure .

(6) T he A ppellan t has been in jured  pastorally  because  upon his d ivestitu re  P resby
tery did not act to  have him  assigned  to the c losest PC A  church  as a com m unican t 
m em ber.

T he A ppellan t respectfu lly  requests  that the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  appoin t a 
C om m ission  to  investigate  th is appeal, and that it d irec t P resbytery  to rescind  its action
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o f  d ivestitu re  w ithout censure and proceed  e ith e r to  jud ic ia l p roceed ings at w hich 
p roper ev idence w ill be p resen ted  o r to erase the A p p e llan t’s nam e from  its rolls.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
E dw ard A. S teele , III

ADJUDICATION OF CASE # 4

In v iew  o f  the fact that no one w as presen t to  rep resen t the appeal, 
be abandoned.

E .C . C ase, C hairm an 
Jam es Jones, Secretary

it is ju d g ed  to 
Adopted

C om m ission  M em bers:
Ruling Elders
R obert B audoux, A scension 
T hom as D izer, D elm arva 
Bill G ates, G race 
R oger Ingalson , T ennessee  V alley 
R obert R ansom , Jam es R iver

Teaching Elders
M ichael A h lberg , C ovenant 
R obert C argo , N orth  G eorg ia
E .C . C ase , G race , C hairm an  
John  D eB ardeleben , Ph iladelph ia  
John H all, C alvary  
Jam es Jones , W estm inster 
M ichael S aunders , Sou theast A labam a 
C arl Sm ith , C entral F lorida

M inutes o f the C om m ission  
T o D eal w ith the A ppeal 

o f  Teaching  E lder Edw ard  A. S teele , III 
to an A ction o f  G reat L akes Presbytery

C O N V E N IN G :
The C om m ission  w as convened at 5 :30 P .M . June 24 , 1986, in the backstage area  o f the A cadem y o f 

M usic in Philadelphia, PA , and called  to o rder by the convener, T .E . C arl Sm ith. Present w ere Teaching 
Elders Carl Sm ith , Eugene C . C ase , Jam es Jones, John D eB ardeleben, M ichael A hlberg , and John Hall; 
and Ruling Elders T hom as D izer, R obert R ansom , Robert B audoux, and W illiam  G ates.

A lso present w ere T .E . D avid M cK ay and R E. T om  Stein , R espondents for G reat L akes P resbytery. 
Q U O RU M :

It was determ ined that a quorum  w as present to do the business o f the C om m ission .
PRAYER:

The m eeting was opened w ith p rayer by T .E . C ase.
EL EC TIO N  O F O FFIC E R S:

T .E . C ase w as elected  C hairm an o f  the C om m ission .
T .E . Jones w as e lected  Secretary o f  the C om m ission .

R ECESS:
The C om m ission  recessed  at 6 :00 P .M ., w ith d irection  to reconvene fo llow ing the even ing  w orship 

service o f the A ssem bly.
R ECO N V EN E:

The C om m ission  reconvened at 9:55 P .M ., backstage at the A cadem y o f M usic , and opened  w ith prayer 
by T .E . D eBardeleben

The C hairm an indicated  that he and T .E . R odney K ing, C hairm an o f the A ssem bly ’s Perm anent C om 
m ittee on Judicial B usiness, had contacted  M r. Edw ard S teele , III by telephone during  the recess, and had 
ascertained  that neither he nor anyone representing  him  w ould be p resent, and that he (M r. S teele) an ticipated  
that T .E . W illiam  Shell w ould be present at the A ssem bly  to p rosecute a com plain t in connection  w ith the 
case. A previous te lephone conversation  w ith som eone at M r. S h e ll 's  residence by T .E . K ing revealed  that 
M r. Shell w as in China.
RECESS:

The m eeting  w as recessed  at 10:15 P .M .. with p rayer by T .E . Sm ith.
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R EC O N V E N E:
T he C om m ission  reconvened al 8:45 A .M ., June 25 , 1986, in R oom  20 at the A cadem y. T he m eeting 

w as m oved to Room  22 for the conven ience o f  the C om m issioners. It w as opened  w ith p rayer by R E. 
Tom  D izer. R E. R oger Ingalson and T .E . M ichael Saunders w ere also  present for the first tim e. T .E . 
R obert W ildem an, S r ., representative  for T .E . Shell in h is com plain t re la ted  to the appeal w as in troduced.

T he C om m ission  w as inform ed by the C hairm an  that a constitu tional inquiry w ould be necessary  to 
determ ine w hether o r not the appearance o f  counsel fo r the A ppellant at the A ssem bly  w as tim ely if  he had 
not presented h im self to the C om m ission  before the c lose o f  business on the second day.
RECESS:

T he C om m ission  recessed  until 10:00 A .M .
R EC O N V E N E:

T he C om m ission  reconvened at 10:00 A .M . w ith p rayer by T .E . R obert C argo. T here  still had been 
no w ord from  the Perm anent C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness with regard  to the C onstitu tional inquiry.

T he C om m ission  p roceeded to  deal w ith the appeal until som e direction  w as given. T he propriety o f 
the appeal being before us. since there w as no one to defend it, w as challenged  by the respondents for the 
G reat Lakes P resbytery . The challenge w as sustained  by the C om m ission , and the C om m ission  m oved to 
deal with the com plain t by T .E . S he ll, w ho w as represented  by T .E . W ildem an. In the course o f  the 
d iscussion , the C om m ission  w as inform ed by T .E . Sm ith that he had  learned from  T .E . K ing, C hairm an 
o f the Perm anent C om m ittee , that the C om plain t cou ld  be brought before the C om m ission  only  at the 
express d irection  o f the A ssem bly . By vote o f  the C om m ission , T .E . Sm ith w as d irected  to bring  this m atter 
before the A ssem bly , and to see that sufficient cop ies o f  a sum m ary o f the case as well as the com plain t 
be obtained  fo r the C om m ission .
RECESS:

T he C om m ission  recessed  at 10:30 to aw ait further d irection  from  the A ssem bly .
R EC O N V E N E:

The C om m ission  reconvened at 1 1:50 A .M ., having been instructed by the A ssem bly  not to proceed 
w ith hearing  the com plain t, as it w as out o f o rder under term s o f B ook o f  C hurch O rder  43-1.

In view  o f the fact that no one had com e forw ard to represen t the A ppellant, a m otion w as en terta ined , 
seconded and carried , to recom m end to the G eneral A ssem bly  that the appeal be denied  on this ground. 

The C om m ission  was dism issed  with p rayer by T .E . D eB ardeleben.

R espectfully  Subm itted ,
Jam es Jones, Secretary

14-71 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case # 3 .
TE  A rthur C . B roadw ick led in p rayer and p resen ted  the report. T he A ssem bly  

voted to  receive and approve the C o m m iss io n ’s sta tem ent o f  the case and the ju d g m en t 
rendered , all o f  w hich w as o rdered  en tered  upon the m inutes and accep ted  as the 
A ssem b ly 's  action and ju dgm en t in the case . T he M inutes o f  the C om m ission  w ere 
approved and ordered  spread upon the M inutes o f  the A ssem bly  as its ow n.

Adopted
Case #3: Complaint of RE Henry D. Knight, Jr. vs. Palmetto Presbytery

Supporting  R easons fo r C om plain t

I am  a R uling E lder o f  C ovenan t P resbyterian  C hurch , C o lu m b ia , South  C aro lina , 
and a com m uning  m em ber o f  that church  in good  standing . A s such , 1 am  subject to 
the ju risd ic tion  o f  Palm etto  P resby tery . T h is is not a  com plain t in a jud ic ia l case in 
w hich any appeal has been taken .

The attached  com plain t da ted  O ctober 14. 1985. w as filed w ith the S tated  C lerk 
o f  Palm etto P resby tery , C o lum b ia , South  C aro lina , against an act o f  the court that 1. 
along w ith Tony E. P epper, also  a com m uning  m em ber o f  C ovenan t Presbyterian  
C hurch , a lleged  to be in error. [P lease see attached  C om pla in t - E xhib it A - for the 
com plain t and supporting  reasons and the m inutes o f  the S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 Special- 
C alled  M eeting  o f  Palm etto  P resbytery  w ith attachm en ts (exclud ing  the le tter in q u es
tion) along w ith transm itta l le tte r, m ap and p roposed  docket - E xhib it B - w hich w ere
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m ailed by P resbytery  on O ctober 11, 1985. NOTE: I have excluded  the le tter in 
question  because o f  m y concern  that the op in ions expressed  in the le tte r m ay be found  
to be libelous and , in m y op in ion , it should  no t be fu rther pub lished ; there fo re , I have 
only  reproduced  the head ing  as it o rig inally  appeared  in the m inutes].

T he w ritten  com pla in t, w ith  supporting  reasons, w as filed  w ith  the C lerk  o f  Palm etto  
P resbytery  w ith in  fifteen  (15) days fo llow ing  the act com plained  of.

A t the S tated Fall M eeting  o f  P alm etto  P resbytery  on O ctober 24 , 1985, the m inutes 
o f  the Ju ly , 1985 m eeting  w ere approved  and , at that tim e , cop ies o f  the com plain t 
w ere passed ou t to the C om m issioners . T he C hairm an  o f  the A dm in istra tion  C om m ittee 
then encouraged  the C om m issioners to  read and con sid er the com plain t and the approval 
o f  the m inutes o f  the S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 S pecia l-C alled  M eeting  w as postponed  until 
the A dm inistra tion  C om m ittee  report tha t afternoon  in o rder that C om m issioners w ould 
have tim e to  read  and consider the com plain t.

T hat afternoon , w hen the m atter o f  the com pla in t w as m en tioned , a m otion w as 
m ade and passed  that w e go  into execu tive  session to  co n sid er it.

T he C hairm an  o f  the A dm in istra tion  C om m ittee  m ade a m otion  that the cou rt w as 
not prejud iced  in its ability  to  consider the find ing  o f  the investigative com m ittee  
investigating  charges against T each ing  E lder Jam es G ary  A itken  by the publica tion  o f  
this letter. A fter som e d iscussion  o f  the m o tion , a C om m iss ioner m ade a m otion  not 
dealing  w ith the sub ject o f  the com pla in t, w hich  m otion  in am ended  o r substitu ted  
form  w as voted on and passed . W hen the d iscussion  re tu rned  to the topic o f  the 
com plain t, a m otion w as m ade that, since it w as “c lose ly  co n n ec ted ” to the investigation  
o f  the charges against T each ing  E lder A itken , considera tion  o f  it be tab led  until the 
tim e that the investigating  com m ittee  reported  its find ings.

D uring  the d iscussion  o f  the m otion to  tab le , I vehem ently  spoke against the 
P resbytery  tabling  and not considering  the com plain t. I exp la ined  that the com plain t 
had absolu tely  nothing to do  w ith the investigation  o f  the charges by the com m ittee , 
bu t sim ply  addressed  the apparen t im propriety  o f  includ ing  a le tte r in the officia l 
m inutes o f  the S pecial-C alled  M eeting  as an attachm en t to  those m inu tes w hen  it had 
not been d iscussed , considered  o r even  m en tioned  at that m eeting . I fu rther exp lained  
that the com plain t did not address the con ten ts o f  the le tter a ttached  to  the m inutes, 
but sim ply  the fact that anything included  in the m inu tes o f  a m eeting  that is not 
d iscussed , considered  or even m en tioned  at that m eeting  w ould  be w rong  and , therefo re , 
im proper. A C om m issioner, to  the best o f  m y reco llec tion , then  ca lled  fo r the question . 
T he question  w as ca lled , the m otion to  table  considera tion  o f  the com pla in t w as voted 
on and passed.

C O M P L A IN T
1. T hat a copy  o f  th is le tter w as sent to  every  S ession  and T each ing  E lder in 

Palm etto  P resbytery  as an “attachm ent: T hird  C alled  M eeting P alm etto  P resby tery , 
S ep tem ber 30, 1985" as though it w as presen ted  and d iscussed  at that m eeting , w hen , 
in fact, not only w as it clearly not d iscussed , considered , o r even  m en tioned , b u t, on 
the con trary , the court publicly  refused  at the m eeting  to  consider the sam e subject as 
contained  in this letter.

2. T hat P alm etto  P resby tery , a fter considering  the com plain t set forth  in one (1) 
above at its S tated Fall M eeting on O ctober 24 , 1985, fa iled  to  act on that com plain t 
and , therefo re , v io lated  the p rov isions o f  the Book o f Church Order, Section  13-10, 
w hich requires in pertinen t part that “T he P resbytery  shall keep  a full and accurate 
record  o f  its p ro ceed in g s ... [E m phasis added].
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3. T hat the inability  and /o r unw illingness o f  P alm etto  P resby tery  to  take action 
to co rrect its m inutes and dele te  th is le tter m akes the le tte r availab le  [Roberts Rules 
o f Order A rt. V II, 41] to  anyone in terested  in fu rther pub lish ing  it. T hat it affords 
such person a m eans to  ju s tify  its fu rther publica tion  if  they  ob tain  it o r already  have 
it based on the fact tha t, by rem ain ing  in the m inu tes , it pu rpo rts to  have been d iscussed  
at the S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 m eeting  and to  be a leg itim ate addition  to  those officia l 
m eeting  m inutes. T hat by being  an attachm ent to  open m inu tes , it appears to  indicate 
tha t, in the opin ion  o f  th is P resby tery , the op in ions expressed  in th is le tte r are su itable 
and appropriate  for public  considera tion .

4 . T hat because o f  the constra in ts o f  execu tive  session , the inab ility  and /o r u nw il
lingness o f  th is P resbytery  to act on m y com pla in t and  m y vow  as a R uling E lder 
IQ uestion 5] w ith in  th is P resby tery , I am  presen tly  proh ib ited  from  exp la in ing  the 
insertion  o f  this le tter in the o fficia l m inutes o f  P resbytery  to those under m y care at 
C ovenan t P resbyterian  C hurch .

5. T hat since I believe that the prov isions o f  execu tive  session m andate  that these 
issues not be d iscussed  [I have asked for a c larifica tion  and have not been inform ed 
o therw ise], T ony  E. P epper is not a party  to  th is com plain t. T hat fo r the sam e reason , 
this com plain t is be ing  addressed  by m e alone befo re  the L ord and against m y ow n 
personal conviction  that it is be tter that such m atters be en tered  into by w ise and G odly  
counsel.

C O N C L U S IO N
T he basic im propriety  alleged  by the com plain t is, in m y o p in ion , probably  the 

sim plest to address and deal w ith that cou ld  ever com e before this P resby tery  - o r any 
group  o f  ind iv iduals w here officia l m inutes o f  that g roup  are tak en , reported  and 
approved . T he basic action  requ ired  is equally  as sim ple and un invo lved . O n ly  one 
question  m ust be asked and the answ er to  that question  d eterm ines w hat must be done. 
T hat question  is:

“ W as the le tter a ttached  to  the m inu tes o f  the S ep tem ber 30 . 1985 S pecial-C alled
M eeting o f  Palm etto  P resbytery  as an ‘a ttachm ent: T hird  C alled  M eeting  Palm etto
P resby tery , S ep tem ber 30 , 1985' d iscu ssed , considered  or m en tioned  at that m eet
ing?”

If  the answ er to that question  is “n o ” then the m inutes m ust be corrected  to  delete 
any reference to the letter.

In the present c ircum stances and g iven the con ten ts o f  that le tte r, the failure o f  
this P resbytery  to  act is no th ing  less than reprehensib le! I believe this action  by the 
P resbytery  to  be w rong , vehem ently  spoke against it at the m eeting  and sincerely  
believe that G od is not p leased  w hen be lievers , even unw itting ly , conduct H is w ork 
in such a m anner.

I am not a negative person . I have ju s t received  m y evalua tion  report a fter one 
year at my new  jo b . In the n ine page evalua tion  o f  m y attitude and jo b  perfo rm ance, 
the only  negative com m ent w as that I should  use ad jec tives m ore p recisely  in reports 
to ou r execu tive o ffice . It stated  that I rou tinely  exh ib it in itiative and industry  far 
beyond requ irem en ts; that m y a ttitude , m orale and team  spirit are unexcelled ; that I 
m aintain  a positive attitude even  w hen under m uch p ressu re; and that I am  an inspiration  
to  o thers in the o ffice . P rio r to  filing  the com plain ts w ith P resbytery  and this one , I 
had never, to the best o f  m y know ledge and p resen t reco llec tion , personally  filed a 
form al com plain t against any th ing  before. 1 share th is in form ation  as a tes tim ony  to 
G o d ’s sustain ing  G race in my life; because  very few  people in the P resbytery  and , to 
my know ledge, no one in G eneral A ssem bly  know s m e; and because  I am  having to  
file a third com plain t against ac tions o f  this P resbytery  in less than th ree w eeks.
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Since th is com plain t deals w ith  m atters that w ere d iscussed  in execu tive  session , 
I w ould  expect that it w ill be g iven  only  to  those  tha t w ere p resen t at the O ctober 24 , 
1985 m eeting  and on ly  to m em bers o f  the G enera l A ssem bly  that have  a  “need  to  
know ” in o rder to  e ffec tive ly  deal w ith  this com plain t. I w ould  a lso  ask  tha t since m y 
understanding  o f  the term s o f  execu tive  session is tha t w e are  no t to  d iscuss the business 
transacted  am ong ourse lves [I have asked  fo r a c larifica tion  on  th is and , to  d a te , have 
not been advised o therw ise] tha t th is com p la in t not be d iscussed  e ither. By tha t, I am  
not asking that those p resen t at the m eeting  o r those at G enera l A ssem bly  tha t have 
a “need to know ” not be g iven a copy , bu t only  tha t they  no t d iscuss the con ten ts o f 
th is com plain t. If  m y understand ing  o f  the term s o f  execu tive  session  is not co rrec t, 
p lease advise m e o therw ise  so  tha t I m ay seek G od ly  counsel in th is m atter.

T his P resbytery  con tinues in its inab ility  and /o r unw illingness to act upon m y 
com plain t o f  O ctober 14, 1985. By so do in g , it con tinues to  allow  a le tter that con ta ins 
op in ions that m ay be determ ined  to  be libelous to be a part o f  the o ffic ia l m inu tes o f  
its S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 m eeting  as an “a ttachm ent: T h ird  C alled  M eeting  P alm etto  
P resby tery , S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 .” T hat those  m inutes have  been  pub lished  to  Sessions 
and T each ing  E lders w ith in  th is P resby tery  by this P resby tery  all around  our S tate. 
T his le tter, by being attached  to  the m inu tes , pu rports to  be a m atter that w as d iscussed  
o r at least m en tioned  at that m eeting  and a  p roper le tter to  be in serted  in the open 
m inutes o f  that m eeting . T herefo re , because  o f  the alleged  im propriety  o f  all o f  the 
above, I am  requesting  that the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resby terian  C hurch  in 
A m erica im m ediately  consider this com plain t. F u rther, 1 am  requesting  that the G eneral 
A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  also  investigate  fu lly  the inability  
and /o r unw illingness o f  th is P resby tery  to  act upon m y com pla in t o f  O ctober 14, 1985.

V ery tru ly  yours,
H enry  D . K n igh t, Jr.

ADJUDICATION OF CASE # 3

I. Statement of the Facts
A. O n or about O ctober 10, 1985, the sta ted  clerk  o f  Palm etto  P resbytery  sent 

ou t to the constituen t churches and  teach ing  e lders the m inutes o f  the special 
called  m eeting o f  S ep tem ber 30, 1985. Included  a long  w ith those m inutes 
was a copy o f  a le tter o f  concern  reg istered  w ith the presby tery  by som e 
m em bers o f  the C ovenan t P resbyterian  C hurch , C o lum b ia , South  C aro lina  
against the Session o f  that church , w hich le tter had  never been  d iscussed  by 
the P resbytery .

B. O n O ctober 14, 1985, M r. H enry D . K nigh t, J r . ,  a ru ling  e ld e r o f  the C ovenant 
C hurch , registered  a com plain t w ith P alm etto  P resbytery  ask ing  it to rectify  
the erro r by deleting  that letter from  the S ep tem ber 30 P resby tery  record .

C . At the next regularly  scheduled  m eeting  (O ctober 24 , 1985) the P resbytery  
dealt w ith the com plain t by referring  it to its Shepherd ing  C om m ittee . H ow 
ever, the P resb y te ry 's  m inutes do  not c learly  reflec t th is action .

D. S ince the com plain t w as not d isposed  o f  at the O ctober 24 m eeting , M r. 
K night filed a com plain t w ith the Fourteen th  G enera l A ssem bly  against P al
m etto  P resby tery , w hich com plain t w as dated  N ovem ber 1, 1985. T he co m 
plain t w as received  by the A ssem bly and assigned  to  a designated  C om m ission  
for ad jud ication . For the record  it should  be no ted  that the P resbytery  did
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vote to  de lete  the “concerned  m em b ers’ le tte r” from  the S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 
record  at its January  23 , 1986 m eeting  and  took action  to  prevent such a 
prob lem  from  occurring  again  at its A pril 24 , 1986 m eeting .

II. Statement of the Issues
T he key issue is the question  o f  w hether the P resby tery  acted  on the substance 
o f  M r. K n ig h t’s com p la in t, th a t is, the p roprie ty  o f  includ ing  the le tter reg is
tered  w ith the P resbytery  by the “concerned  m em bers” o f  C ovenan t P resby 
terian  C hurch  against the S ession  o f  that chu rch , w ith the d is tribu ted  m inutes 
o f  its S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 m eeting .

III. Judgement of the Case
Specification  # 1  - sustained 
Specification  # 2  - not sustained 
Specification  # 3  - sustained 
Specification  # 4  - no t sustained
Specification  # 5  - no t considered  to  be a part o f  the com plain t
It is the ju d g em en t o f  the C om m ission  that the m atter be sent back to  Palm etto
Presbytery  to  conduct a new  hearing  on specifica tions #  1 and  # 3  o f  the com plain t.

IV. Explanatory Opinion:
Specification  # 1 :

T he C om m ission  feels that P alm etto  P resby tery  has not yet taken  c lea r action  
to find  that publish ing  the le tter concern ing  the Session o f  C ovenan t C hurch 
as an appendix  to  the m inu tes o f  its S ep tem ber 30 , 1985 m eeting  w as in fact 
in error.

Specification  # 2 :
It w as not susta ined  because  P alm etto  P resbytery  d id  act by referring  the 
com plain t to its Shepherd ing  C om m ittee  at the first ca lled  m eeting  fo llow ing  
the receip t o f  the com plain t. H ow ever, it is noted  that the P resbytery  d id  not 
keep  an accurate  reco rd  o f  its p roceed ings in regard  to  its action  to re fe r the 
com plain t to  a com m ittee .

Specification  # 3 :
T he C om m ission  finds that the pub lish ing  o f  the le tte r in question  had the
potential to  bring  harm  to the repu ta tion  o f  the S ession  o f  C ovenan t C hurch
and that Palm etto  P resbytery  co n sid er carefu lly  any needed redress o f  that 
potential harm .

S pecification  # 4 :
It w as not sustained  because  the C om m ission  feels that P alm etto  P resbytery  
acted  in good faith . Adopted

M em bers o f  the C om m ission:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Stephen  C hris tian , C ent. F I., C hairm an  John  R am irez , Jam es R iver 
M orton W hitm an , M issouri Jam es H aber, D elm arva
W illiam  S tanw ay, G race W illiam  M ontgom ery , S outhw est
Jam es B land , Southern  F lorida W illiam  Faires, S r . , E. C aro lina
A rthur B roadw ick , A scension , Secretary  G era ld  S overe ign , G u lf  C oast 
D on C lem en ts, N ew  R iver G eorge N ottingham , C entral G eorg ia
Randy D av is, T ennessee  V alley 
T im othy  S tarnes, C ovenant
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M IN U T E S O F T H E  JU D IC IA L  C O M M ISS IO N  O F  C A SE  # 3

All parties to the case being p resent, the convener S tephen C hristian , called the m eeting  to order at 
2:30 on June 24, 1986 at the A cadem y o f M usic, P h iladelphia , Pennsy lvan ia, w ith prayer.

The follow ing C om m issioners w ere present:
Presbytery C om m issioner
C entral F lorida T E Stephen C hristian
M issouri T E M orton W hitm an
G race T E W illiam  Stanw ay
Southern Florida T E Jam es Bland
A scension T E A rthur B roadw ick
N ew R iver T E Don C lem ents
T ennessee V alley T E R andy D avis
C ovenant T E T im othy  Starnes
Jam es R iver RE John R am irez
D elm arva RE Jam es H abler
Southw est RE W illiam  M ontgom ery
Eastern C arolina RE W illiam  Faires, Sr.
G u lf C oast RE G erald  Sovereign
C entral G eorgia RE G eorge N ottingham

The convener stated that a quorum  w as present.
S tephen C hristian was e lected  chairm an; A rthur B roadw ick w as e lected  secretary.
Introduced as parties to the com plain t w ere RE H enry D. K night, Jr. and h is counsel, TE Vaughn 

H athaw ay.
R espondent for Palm etto Presbytery  w as T E  Joseph N ovenson.
A lso present was T E  G ary A itken, pasto r o f  C ovenant Presbyterian  C hurch , C o lum bia, South C arolina.
The follow ing docum ents w ere p resented  and review ed by the C om m ission:

1. M inutes o f the th ird  called m eeting . Palm etto  P resbytery , Sept. 30 , 1985 including the le tter o f 
“concerned m e m b ers" ' against the Session o f  C ovenant Presbyterian C hurch , C olum bia, South 
C arolina  dated  Sep tem ber 4 , 1985.

2. C om plain t to Palm etto Presbytery concerning  that b o d y 's  Sep tem ber 30, 1985 m inutes by RE 
Henry D. K night, J r .,  dated O ctober 14, 1985.

3. M inutes o f the E ighth S tated m eeting o f Palm etto P resby tery , O ctober 24 , 1985.
4. C om plain t to the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  against Palm etto  Presbytery by Henry D. K night, J r ..  

dated  Nov. 1, 1985.
5. M inutes o f the ninth stated m eeting o f  Palm etto  P resbytery , January  23 , 1986.
6. M inutes o f the Fourth C alled m eeting o f Palm etto  P resbytery , February 22, 1986.
7. M inutes o f the T enth  S tated M eeting o f Palm etto P resbytery , A pril 24 . 1986.

F ollow ing discussion  o f p rocedure, the C om m ission  p roceeded w ith hearing the case.
Henry Knight spoke as the com plainant.
Joseph N ovenson spoke on behalf o f  the Presbytery  as the respondent.
Follow ing an extended tim e o f  questioning  by com m ission  m em bers, closing  argum ents w ere m ade. 
By m otion the C om m ission  m oved into execu tive  session , and then d iscussed  the case at length. The 

four specifications o f the com plain t (specification  # 5  w as not considered  to be a part o f  the com pla in t.) 
w ere decided as follows:

Specification # 1  - sustained  (13-1)
Specification  # 2  - not sustained (12-1-1)
Specification # 3  - sustained  (12-2)
Specification # 4  - not sustained (14-0)

By m otion the C om m ission  determ ined to  send the m atter back to Palm etto  P resbytery  to  conduct a 
new  hearing on specifications # 1  & # 3  o f the com plain t.

Explanation:
a) Specification  # 1 :

T he C om m ission  feels that Palm etto Presbytery has not yet taken  c lear action to find that publishing 
the letter concerning the Session o f C ovenant C hurch as an appendix to the m inutes o f  its Sep tem ber 
30, 1985 m eeting w as in fact in error.

b) Specification # 2 :
It was not sustained because Palm etto Presbytery did  act by referring  the com plain t to its Shepherding 
C om m ittee at the first called m eeting fo llow ing the receipt o f  that com plain t. H ow ever, it is noted



JOURNAL 169

that the Presbytery  did not keep an accurate  record  o f its p roceedings in regard  to its action to refer 
the com plain t to a com m ittee .

c) Specification  # 3 :
The C om m ission  finds that the pub lish ing  o f  the le tter in question  had the potential to bring  harm  to 
the reputation o f  the Session  o f  C ovenan t C hurch  and that Palm etto  Presbytery  consider carefu lly  any 
needed redress o f  that potential harm .

d) Specification  # 4 :
It is not sustained because the C om m ission  feels that Palm etto Presbytery  acted  in good faith.

By m otion S teve C hristian , Art B roadw ick and Bill Stanw ay w ere appoin ted  to d raft the com m ission  
report.

By m otion the m eeting  was recessed  w ith p rayer by RE G erald  Sovereign  at 5:35 P .M .
The C om m ission  w as reconvened w ith p rayer by TE R andy D avis at 3 :30 P .M . on June 25 , 1986 at 

the A cadem y o f M usic.
The draft o f the report w as read and approved as am ended. M inutes o f the m eeting  w ere read and 

approved as am ended.
O n m otion the C om m ission  w ent out o f execu tive  session and then adjourned w ith p rayer by T E  Don 

C lem ents at 3:55 P .M .

R espectfu lly  subm itted .
Stephen C hristian , C hairm an 
A rthur B roadw ick, Secretary

14-72 Recess.
T he A ssem bly  recessed  at 12:40 a .m . F riday m orn ing  and w as led in p ray er by 

the M oderator.

MINUTES— FRIDAY MORNING
June 27, 1986

Eleventh Session 

14-73 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 8:15 a .m . w ith p rayer by T E  G rady  L ove.

14-74 Committee of Commissioners on Administration.
RE Julian  D avis, cha irm an , led in p rayer and p resen ted  the report o f  the com m ittee 

(A ppendix  C , p. 247). R ecom m endations w ere acted  upon as follow s:
I. Business Referred to the Committee

A . M inutes o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration:
June 15-20, 1985; S ep tem ber 6 -7 , 1985; D ecem ber 6 -7 , 1985; M arch 13-14,
1986.

B. M inutes o f  B oard o f  D irectors:
June 15-20, 1985; S ep tem ber 7 , 1985; D ecem ber 7, 1985.

C . M inutes o f  the B oard o f  T rustees o f  Investors Fund fo r B uild ing and D evelop
m ent o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , Inc.:
January  17, 1986; February  20 , 1986; M arch 12, 1986.

D. R eport o f  the S tated  C lerk  to  the G eneral A ssem bly  (A ppendix  A , p. 236):
E. R eport o f  the A rchives to the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  (A ppendix  

A , p . 239).
F. A rch ives Position Paper (A ppendix  A , p. 241).
G . R eport and R ecom m endations o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion  (A ppendix  

C , p . 247).
H. B usiness carried  over from  prev ious assem blies (p. 63)
I. B udgets o f  All C om m ittees , R idge H aven , Insurance A nnuities and R elief, 

C ovenant C o llege , C ovenan t S em inary , PC A  F oundation , S IM A , and Inves
to rs ’ Fund (p. 274).
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II. Major Issues Discussed
A . S tatus o f  p resen t S tated  C lerk
B. In ves to rs’ Fund for B uild ing and D evelopm ent
C . G eneral A ssem bly R ules C hange
D . Purchase o f  L and o r B uild ing to  suit need  o f  PC A
E. G eneral A ssem bly  W orsh ip  Serv ices

III. Recommendations:
1. T hat in conform ity  to  R ules fo r A ssem bly  O pera tions 4-2  the proposed  docket 

be am ended  T uesday  through F riday sessions to  recess at 11:25 a .m . w ith 
w orsh ip  serv ices conducted  from  11:30 a .m . to  12:00 noon.

Eliminated by a procedural motion from the floor which superseded it. See 14-4, 
4, p. 33.
2. H andled in 14-12, p. 82 and 14-29, p. 106 w here the tex t is found.
3. H andled  in 14-20, p. 101 and 14-30, p. 106 w here the tex t is found.
4 . T hat the R ules fo r A ssem bly O pera tions be am ended  as follow s:

Insert a new  4 -1 , and renum ber the rem ain ing  item s under IV:
4-1 T here shall be a G eneral A ssem bly  A rrangem ents C om m ittee , w hich  shall 
function  under the C O A . F inal approval o f  all decis ions regard ing  the A ssem 
bly shall rest in the C O A  in accordance  w ith the R ules fo r A ssem bly  O pera
tions. C O A  m ust approve any non-PC A  speaker at the A ssem bly . T he C o m 
m ittee shall be constitu ted  as follow s:
1. T he C hairm an o f  the local arrangem ents com m ittee , w ho is appoin ted  

by the host p resby tery , and serves as chairm an  o f  the full com m ittee .
2. T he treasu rer o f  the local arrangem ents com m ittee .
3. O ne o ther m em ber o f  the local arrangem ents com m ittee .
4 . O ne m em ber from  each o f  the fou r perm anen t com m ittees .
5. The S tated  C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly .
6 . The C oord inato r o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion . T he A ssem b ly ’s 
C om m ittee and the Local A rrangem ents C om m ittee  shall opera te  under a 
M anual approved  by the G A .

Carried over to the Fifteenth General Assembly due to the fact that Vj o f the Assembly
were not present.

5. T hat recom m endation  27b, (A ppendix  A , p . 252) be answ ered  in the negative.
Adopted

N ote: If the G eneral A ssem bly desires the P resbytery  to  handle the statistical 
report then it m ust be d irected  to  the Jud icial B usiness C om m ittee  to  prepare 
language fo r insertion  into the BCO.

6. T hat R A O  11-1, carried  over from  the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly , be 
adopted  in the fo llow ing  am ended  form:
11-1 Each congregation  o f  the denom ination  shall be encouraged each year 
to m ake a specific subscrip tion  donation  to  assist in the defray ing  the expenses 
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly w hether a com m issioner is sent to  the A ssem bly  o r 
not. Such subscrip tion  donation  shall co v er the reg istra tion  fo r one rep resen 
tative from  the congregation . All o ther com m issioners shall be encouraged  
to m ake a sim ilar donation . A copy o f  the Minutes and the Handbook w ill 
be sent to  the donors and those pay ing  the subscrip tion  donation /reg istra tion  
fee w ithout additional charge C hurches are encou raged  to  m ake th is annual 
dona tion , w hether o r not they send a com m issioner to  the A ssem bly . The 
G eneral A ssem bly  shall set the am oun t o f  the subscrip tion  donation /reg istra tion
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fo r the nex t G enera l A ssem bly .
Carried over to the Fifteenth General due to the fact that %  o f the Assembly

were not present
7. T hat O vertu re  16 (p. 41) be answ ered  by our action  in recom m endation  4.

Adopted
8. H andled  in 14-8, p. 81 , w here the tex t is found.

Presented for information, but no action taken
9. H andled  in 14-8, p. 81 , w here the tex t is found.

Presented for information, but no action taken
10. T hat O vertu re  8 (p. 40) be answ ered  by reference  to  B ylaw s IV 10 F  w hich 

already  require  th is. Adopted
11. T hat O verture  14 (p. 40) be answ ered  in the negative.

G rounds: Sets im practical lim its. Adopted
12. T hat O verture  19 (p. 42) be approved . Adopted
13. T hat O verture  21 (p. 43) be approved . tabled
14. T hat the M anual fo r G enera l A ssem bly  A rrangem ents, A ttachm ent A , p . 254, 

be approved  w ith the fo llow ing  am endm ents: T hat the w ord  “n e t” be inserted
after “A ssem b ly” and before  “co sts” , line o n e , and  a fter the w ord  “p ro p o sed ”
and before “co sts” , line tw o o f  III F inancial A rrangem ents and that the fo llow 
ing section  be added  under II L ocation  o f  A ssem blies .
II D. T he cost o f  item s included  in C  above shall be subm itted  to  a p rev ious 
G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

15. T hat O verture  # 7  (p. 40) be approved  and be referred  to the Perm anent 
C om m ittee  on Jud icial B usiness to  draft the language fo r inclusion  in the 
R ules fo r A ssem bly  O pera tion . Adopted

16. T hat the recom m endation  o f  the C O A  “ that the denom ination  purchase bu ild ing  
o r land and build  to  suit the needs o f  the PC A ” be deferred  to  the 15th G eneral 
A ssem bly  and fu rther tha t requ irem en ts o f  the 12th G enera l A ssem bly , 
M 12G A , p. 164, 12-90, III 13 re la ting  to  a series o f  stud ies to  ju s tify  such 
p roposed  action be com pleted  and presen ted  to  the 15th G enera l A ssem bly  
as instructed  by the G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

17. T hat the R eport o f  the A rchives (A ppendix  A , p. 239) to the G eneral A ssem bly  
be received . Adopted

18. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  adopt the A rchives Position  P aper (A ppendix  A , 
p. 241) be approved . Adopted

19. T hat O vertu re  # 2 7  (p. 43) and O vertu re  # 4 7  (p. 43 ) and O vertu re  # 5 2  (p. 
44) be answ ered  by C om m ittee  R ecom m endation  # 1 4 .  Adopted

20. T hat the A ssem bly  adopt the B asic Po licy  G uidelines for R evolv ing  B uild ing 
L oans (A ppendix  C , p . 273) as a portion  o f  the po licy  m anual requ ired  by 
the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  (M 136A , p. 115, 17b.(4)) and that the T rustees 
o f  the In v es to rs’ F und  fo r B uild ing  and D evelopm ent be d irected  to  com plete  
the policy  m anual and subm it it to  the 15th G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

21. T hat the R ecom m endation  o f  the T rustees o f  the In v es to rs’ Fund fo r B uild ing  
and D evelopm ent fo r the addition  o f  the w ords “as w ell as the general pub lic” 
(A ppendix  C , p. 262 IV .B ) be den ied .

Failed. No further action was taken on this matter.
22. T hat the M inutes o f  the B oard o f  T rustees o f  the Investo rs ' Fund for B uild ing  

and D evelopm ent o f  the P C A , Inc. (A ppendix  C , p. 263) be approved  w ith 
the fo llow ing  excep tion : T hat the action  o f  the B oard  o f  T rustees under item
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“ H ” borrow ing  o f  funds from  the 5 M illion Fund w ithout approval o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly  be noted by the G eneral A ssem bly . Adopted

23. T hat the A rticles o f  Incorporation  (A ppendix  C , p. 265) o f  In v es to rs’ Fund 
fo r B uild ing and D evelopm ent o f  the PC A , Inc. be approved . Adopted

24. T hat the B ylaw s o f  Inves to rs ' Fund fo r B uild ing  and D evelopm ent o f  the 
PC A , In c ., (A ppendix  C , p. 269) be approved . Adopted

25. T hat the m inutes o f  the C O A , June 15-20, 1985, be approved . Adopted
26. T hat the m inutes o f  the C O A . S ep tem ber 6 -7 , 1985, be approved . Adopted
27. T hat the m inutes o f  the C O A , D ecem ber 6-7 , 1985, be approved  w ith exception  

that no quorum  noted . Adopted
28. T hat the m inutes o f  the C O A , M arch 13-14, 1986, be approved . Adopted
29. T hat the m inutes o f  the B oard o f  D irectors o f  the PC A , June 15-20, 1985.

be approved . Adopted
30. T hat the m inutes o f  the B oard o f  D irectors o f  the PC A , S ep tem ber 7 , 1985, 

be approved  w ith exception  that no quorum  noted . Adopted
31. T hat the m inutes o f  the B oard o f  D irectors o f  the PC A , D ecem ber 7, 1985, 

be approved  w ith exception  that no quorum  noted  and no ch a irm an ’s signature.
Adopted

32. T hat the m inutes o f  the B oard o f  T rustees o f  the Investors Fund for B uild ing  
and D evelopm ent o f  PC A , January  17, 1986, be approved . Adopted

33. T hat the m inutes o f  the B oard o f  T rustees o f  the Investors Fund fo r B uild ing  
and D evelopm ent o f  PC A , February  20 , 1986 and M arch 12, 1986, be ap 
proved . Adopted

34. T hat the action  taken by the B oard o f  D irectors o f  the PC A  m eeting  June 20, 
1986, “T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  accep t the report o f  the B oard o f  D irectors 
that they have com pleted  their assignm ent by the 1 1th G eneral A ssem bly  (and 
con tinued  by the 12th and 13th A ssem blies) ‘to  estab lish  gu idelines for a 
w ork ing  rela tionsh ip  and due p rocess betw een  C ovenant C ollege and C ovenant 
T heo log ical Sem inary  and the courts o f  the P C A ’ (M l 1G A. 11-36, III, 54 . 
p. 101)" be approved . Adopted

35. T hat the publication  o f  a list o f  PC A  churches and /o r m in isters includ ing  the 
Y earbook contain  a sta tem ent restric ting  its use to  PC A  congregations, 
p resby teries, and agencies be approved . Adopted

36. T hat a salary  com pensation  package o f  $45 ,365  for FY 87 be approved  for 
coord inato rs and stated clerk  w ith an allow ab le  salary package range o f  15 
percent below  or above the approved  figure. Adopted

37. T hat O ctober 1986 be recom m ended  as stew ardsh ip  season. Adopted
38. T hat O ctober 6 -11 , 1986 (M onday-S atu rday) be recom m ended  as the A ssem 

bly-w ide w eek o f  prayer w ith Dr. R ichard  C . C hew n ing , m odera to r o f  13th 
G eneral A ssem bly , as chairm an . Adopted

39. T hat w ith reference to  business carried  over from  prev ious assem b lies,
A. 13-73, III, 35 , p. 139 w as taken care o f  by item  # 6  o f  C om m ittee  o f 

C om m issioners partial report.
Curried over to the next General Assembly

B. 13-73, III, 39 , p. 140 T o ex tend  to the 15th G eneral A ssem bly .
Carried over to the next General Assembly.

C . 13-49, III. 17, p. 115 D ealt w ith by 13th G eneral A ssem b ly , p. 114, 
R ecom m endation  # 1 7 ,  and C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners C O A , Item 
# 2 0 .  Adopted
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40 . T hat a C O A  budget (p . 274) o f  $829 ,8 8 9  be approved  fo r FY 87 w ith an 
ask ings o f  $ 740 ,122 . Adopted

41. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  receive in nom ination  fo r C o o rd ina to r o f  C O A , 
R E Earl W itm er and that he be e lec ted  to  serve th rough  the 1987 G eneral 
A ssem bly  and tha t he be h igh ly  com m ended  fo r h is exce llen t and faithful 
serv ice to  the church  as a servant o f  C hris t. Adopted

42. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget fo r C E P  (p. 
276) o f  $ 1 ,1 5 3 ,0 2 8  w ith ask ings o f  $ 1 ,1 2 5 ,5 9 1 . Adopted

43. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget for 1AR (p. 
292) o f  $ 5 4 8 ,1 5 0  w ith no ask ings. Adoption

44 . T hat the proposed  FY 87 budge t fo r M N A  (p. 277) o f  $ 2 ,1 2 2 ,1 8 0  w ith  ask ings 
o f  $ 1 ,9 5 9 ,3 0 2 . Adopted
In connection  w ith the M N A  budget the fo llow ing  m otion w as proposed: T o 
appoin t a study com m ittee  to  assess the valid ity  and b ib lical basis o f  testing  
techn iques and career counselling  practices u tilized  at the A ssessm en t C en te r 
and report its find ings to the 15th G eneral A ssem bly . T he study com m ittee  
expenses to  be underw ritten  by volun tary  con tribu tions and coord inated  
th rough  C O A  office . S tudy com m ittee  to  consist o f  five (5) m em bers appo in ted  
by the S tated  C lerk . Defeated

T he fo llow ing com m issioners requested  their affirm ative vote be recorded: T E  Jam es A . Jones, Jr. and TE 
John O tis.

45 . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget fo r PCA  
In v esto rs’ Fund (p. 275) o f  $152 , 122 w ith no ask ings. Adopted

46 . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budge t fo r PCA  
Foundation  (p. 293) o f  $133 ,8 3 9  w ith no ask ings. Adopted

47 . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget fo r M T W  (p. 
281) o f  $ 8 ,8 9 1 ,8 8 4  w ith ask ings o f  $ 8 ,6 5 4 ,8 8 9 . Adopted

48 . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget for SIM A  (p. 
285) o f  $ 1 ,5 7 5 ,7 3 7  w ith no ask ings. Adopted

49 . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget fo r C ovenan t 
C o llege  (p. 287) o f  $ 6 ,3 8 2 ,5 9 6  w ith ask ings o f  $ 9 5 3 ,1 8 6 . Adopted

50. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget fo r C ovenant 
Sem inary  (p. 289) o f  $ 1 ,8 3 7 ,2 4 4  w ith ask ings o f  $ 1 ,0 4 2 ,2 8 6 . Adopted

51. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the p roposed  FY 87 budget for R idge 
H aven o f  $295 ,403  w ith ask ings o f  $2 4 0 ,8 8 5 . Adopted

52. T hat the “ shortfall fo rm u la” fo r undesignated  g ifts be approved  for FY 87 to 
help  subsid ize the PC A  M essenger. Adopted

53. T hat the aud iting  firm  o f  K ent, N obles, and M artin  be approved  fo r the FY 86 
audit. Adopted

54. T hat the auditing  firm  o f  A rthur Y oung In ternational be approved  for the 
FY 87 audit. Adopted

55. T hat the C hurch /S ta te  sub-com m ittee  report, (A ppendix  U , p. 4 93 ), be re
ceived and im plem ented  as ou tlined  below :
(a) that the report be received  by the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  as inform ation  
and fo r study , (b) that the report be sent to each  church  by O cto b er 1, 1986, 
by inclusion in the G A  M inutes o r by special m ailing , if  tim e so requ ires,
(c) that churches and /o r ind iv iduals be requested  to  study the report and subm it 
questions, suggestions o r ob jec tions to C O A  by January  1, 1987, (d) that the 
C hurch /S ta te  subcom m ittee  p repare its final report to  C O A  by February  15, 
1987, (e) that such final report shall be m ailed  to  C O A  m em bers for study
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and com m en t, (f) that C O A  shall com plete  the report at its M arch 1987 
m eeting , m aking appropriate  recom m ended  answ ers to the various overtu res 
relating  to  the subject m atter, and (g) that C O A  subm it its recom m endations 
concern ing  the final report to  the 15th G A  for action  thereon . Adopted

56. T hat the subscrip tion /donation  for the 15th G eneral A ssem bly  be no m ore 
than $45 .00 . Adopted

57. T hat the FY 85 audits fo r all PC A  boards, com m ittees , and agencies excep t 
IAR be approved . Adopted

58. T hat the ca lendar year '85  audit o f  IAR be approved . Adopted
59. T hat the bylaw s be am ended  to rearrange m aterials p resen tly  in the bylaw s 

for easie r reference , p lacing  under IV , H , E xcep tions, the parts dealing  w ith 
the elec tion  o f  the boards o f  the fo llow ing  agencies:
a. C ovenan t C ollege
b. C ovenant T heolog ical Sem inary
c. IAR
d. R idge H aven Adopted

60. T hat the excep tions to  the bylaw s o f  In v es to rs’ Fund for B uild ing and D evelop 
m ent o f  PC A , Inc. be incorporated  into the PC A  by law s as A rtic le  IV , Section  
10, H5.

“ Each m em ber o f  the board  o f  trustees m ust be e ither a T E  o r R E  in the 
PC A . A trustee shall not be e lig ib le  for re-election  to  the board  until 1 year 
after h is term  exp ires, except tha t, if  a  trustee has not served a full term  or 
for at least tw o years o f  a tw o o r three y ear te rm , he shall be e lig ib le  for 
im m ediate re-election  at the end o f  such term ; a trustee m ay o therw ise  serve 
non-consecutive term s w ithout lim it. T rustees shall be e lec ted  by a m ajority  
vote o f  the m em bers o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  in accordance  w ith 
(includ ing  the additional qualifica tions specified  in) the B y law s, the R ules 
for A ssem bly  O perations and the BCO o f  the PC A , all as duly  am ended  from  
tim e to tim e. N om inations for the board  o f  trustees shall be p resen ted  to  the 
G eneral A ssem bly  by the nom inating  com m ittee  o f  the P C A ."  Adopted.

61. T hat since the G eneral A ssem bly has m andated  that all o f  its C om m ittees and 
A gencies m ust preserve all their reco rds, w hich necessarily  involve con sid er
able expense to the various C om m ittees and A gencies ( i.e . p roperly  m ain tained  
records cost $15 .85  per cubic  foot per year), therefore:
a. T hat all C om m ittees and A gencies are to  tran sfe r non-curren t records 

(i.e . all records five years and o lder, in accordance  w ith M 12G A , 12-90. 
p. 184-187, recom m endation  20) to the PC A  A rchives.

b. T hat each  C om m ittee  and A gency bear the cost for its ow n m ateria ls  at 
the cost o f  approx im ately  $30  per cub ic  foot de livered  and processed , 
and $5 per year per p rocessed cubic  foot fo r m ain tenance; and that these 
costs w ill apply to all m ateria ls that have been or w ill be p rocessed .

c. T hat w hatever the C O A  con tribu tes tow ards the A rchives is to be co n si
dered as paym ent for p rocessing  and m ain tain ing  the S tated  C le rk 's  and 
C O A 's  records. Adopted

C le rk 's  note: T he effec t o f  this m otion w as to  add the fo llow ing  am ounts to the budgets 
o f  the fo llow ing  C om m ittees and A gencies:

C O A  N one
C E /P  $ 2 ,4 1 5 .0 0
M N A  865 .00
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M T W  6 ,9 9 5 .0 0
C ovenan t C ollege 7 0 .00
C ovenant Sem inary  3 0 5 .00
PC A  Foundation  3 5 .00

These figures appear as a supplem ental line on the budgets affected, A ppendix C . , p. 274ff.
62. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  d irect the com m ittees and  agencies to  p ropose 

and develop  standards fo r the evalua tion  o f  their coord inato rs and  agency 
heads and the fact that an evaluation has been conducted be reported annually 
as a part o f their minutes. Adopted

63. T hat should  the recom m endation  from  the In ter-church  R elations C om m ittee  
for the PC A  to jo in  the N A E  be app roved , the cost o f  annual dues be d iv ided  
p roportionately  am ong the permanent com m ittees o f  the PC A  based  upon the 
overall budgets o f  the permanent com m ittees . Adopted

64. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the fo llow ing  inv ita tions to host fu ture 
G eneral A ssem blies:
A . T hat the 17th G eneral A ssem bly  be held  on the cam pus o f  B io la  U niversity  

in La M irada, C a lifo rn ia , June  19-23, 1989, pending  request o f  Pacific 
P resbytery .

B. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve O vertu re  4 6 , p. 4 3 , from  the N orth 
G eorg ia  P resbytery  regard ing  the 18th G enera l A ssem bly  in 1990, in 
accordance  w ith the m anual fo r G eneral A ssem bly  arrangem ents.

C . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  accep t the invita tion  o f  the Session o f  the 
B riarw ood P resbyterian  C hurch , B irm ingham , A labam a to host the 19th 
G eneral A ssem bly  in 1991, in accordance  w ith the m anual fo r G eneral 
A ssem bly arrangem ents.

D . T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  accep t the invita tion  o f  the P alm etto  P resbytery  
and the F ellow ship  o f  P resbyterian  M in isters o f  C o lum b ia , South  C aro lina 
to host the 21st G eneral A ssem bly  in 1993, in accordance  w ith the m anual 
for G eneral A ssem bly  arrangem ents. Adopted

E. 1988 G eneral A ssem bly  date  set fo r June 6 -10 , 1988.
65. T hat the C om m ittee  consider the teach ing  o f  the Scrip tu re  w ith regard  to  the 

nature and duties o f  D eacon and  o ther m in istries o f  m ercy be funded  by 
including a budgetary  am oun t o f  $ 5 ,0 0 0  to the M N A  FY 87 budget.

Adopted
66. T hat the report as a w hole be approved . Adopted

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,

R E Ju lian  H. D av is, chairm an 
T E  Paul O . H onom ich l, secretary  
T E  R ichard  L. G illen , secretary

Roll o f  C om m issioners present:
Presbytery Commissioner
C entral C aro lina  T E  D ew ey M urphy
C entral F lorida R E H ow ard  E lem s
C entral G eorg ia  R E  Julian  H. D av is, C hairm an
C ovenan t T E  Paul O . H onom ich l, Secretary
D elm arva R E Jim  H aber
E astern C anada T E  D onald  C odling
Evangel R E T om  Leopard
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Presbytery Commissioner
G race TE French  T ripp
G reat Lakes R E D on M oore
Jam es R iver TE L aw rence C . R o ff
M issouri RE Hal K ennedy
N ew  Jersey RE A ndy G rinstead
N ew  R iver TE D onald  H . P ost, Jr.
N orth  G eorg ia TE C e c ilio N . L ajara
N ortheast T E Frank E . Sm ith
Pacific N orthw est T E R obert A . B onner
Philadelph ia RE W alter Z um bach
S iouxlands T E D ennis E ide
Southern  F lorida T E R ichard  G illen , Secretary
W estern  C aro lina TE D an Sulc
W estm inster . TE John  O tis

C le rk ’s N ote: R ecom m endation  2 w as hand led  in 14-12, p . 82 R ecom m endations 3-6 
w ere hand led  in 14-20, p. 101. R ecom m endation  3 w as reconsidered  in 14-30, p. 106. 
R ecom m endations 8 and 9 w ere handled  in 14-8, p. 81. T hey  are included  here  for 
easie r reference.

14-75 Nominating Committee.
T he S tated  C lerk  announced  that he had received  the resignation  o f  T E  R . C . 

Sproul from  the T heolog ical E xam ining  C om m ittee . T he N om inating  C om m ittee  w as 
d irected  to  bring  in a nom inee to  th is A ssem bly  to rep lace M r. Sproul.

T E  R obert O stenson led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and presen ted  the fo llow ing  report: 
T he C om m ittee  m et at the instruction  o f  the G enera l A ssem bly  at 10 a .m . on 

F riday , June 27 , 1986, to nom inate  a rep lacem en t fo r T E  R. C . Sproul (resigned) on 
the A ssem bly  T heological E xam in ing  C om m ittee  in the C lass o f  1987.

T he m eeting  w as opened  w ith p rayer o ffered  by T E  R ichard  T rucks. P resen t w ere 
R E R obert O stenson  (SE  A labam a), C hairm an , T E  D onald  C od ling  (E astern  C anada), 
T E  W illiam  A. F itzhenry  (South  T exas), T E  R ichard  T rucks (E vangel), R E  K erry 
B lack , (A scension), RE D on S tark (E astern  C aro lina), R E  W . J. M ontgom ery  (S ou th 
w est), TE  S tephen W ood (C entral F lo rida), T E  W . J. Stanw ay (G race).

T E  D ouglas F loyd K elly  (M ississipp i V alley) w as nom inated  to  rep lace R. C . 
Sproul on the A ssem bly T heolog ical E xam in ing  C om m ittee  in the C lass o f  1987. 
B iographical sketch  o f  D ouglas F. K elly: G raduate  o f  U n iversity  o f  N orth  C aro lina , 
U nion T heolog ical Sem inary  o f  V irg in ia  (B D ), U niversity  o f  Lyon (F rance), U niversity  
o f  E dinburgh (P hD ), T ubingen  U niversity . F orm er asst, p asto r. F irst PC , R aeford , 
N C; fo rm er pastor, F irst PC , D illon , SC . P ro fesso r o f  S ystem atic  T heo logy , R ef. 
T heolog ical Sem inary , 83 -;

A m otion to  adjourn  w as passed . T he m eeting  concluded  w ith p rayer o ffered  by 
T E  D onald C odling .

R obert O stenson , C hairm an 
W illiam  J. S tanw ay , A cting Secretary

M r. K elly  w as e lec ted  by acclam ation .

14-76 Special Nominating Committee
T E  B yron Snapp  led the A ssem bly in p rayer and gave the fo llow ing  report o f  the 

special nom inating  com m ittee  to  nom inate the jud ic ia l com m ission  to  handle the A s
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cension  P resbytery  case.
T he N om inating  C om m ittee  recom m ends the fo llow ing  be constitu ted  as a Jud icial 

C om m ission  to hear jud ic ia l case # 6  (C arl W . B ogue et al. vs. the P resby tery  o f  the 
A scension)

Ruling Elders
R ichard  C hew n ing , N orth  T exas 
John  V an voo rh is, C alvary  
L in B uckm an , P h iladelph ia  
M ark E lam , South  T exas 
B ob R anson , Jam es R iver 
Joe  R eyno lds, W estm inste r 
A ndy G rin s tead , N ew  Jersey  
R ene S chm id t, South  F lorida 

Alternates
J. P h ilip C la rk , P acific H arry  Jenn ings, G reat Lakes
D avid D ively , G reat L akes R ichard  S p ringer, N ew  Jersey

T he C om m ittee feels that it w ould  be im proper fo r any m em ber o f  th is C om m ission  
to  have been a m em ber o f  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension  in the last fou r years . W e 
ask that you take th is into considera tion .

R espectfu lly  S ubm itted ,

T E  B yron Snapp
T E  W alt Shepard
RE D ennis M ehall
RE Patrick  V aughn

T he C om m ission  w as e lec ted  as nom inated .

14-77 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
T E  R. L aird  H arris led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and  p resen ted  R ecom m endation  2 

at th is tim e. See 14-85, p . 186 fo r the en tire  report.

14-78 Dissent Regarding PCA Investors’ Fund
I respectfu lly  request that m y negative vote be reco rded  w ith regard  to  all m atters 

dealing  w ith A ssem bly  action  involv ing  the PC A  In v es to rs’ Fund fo r B uild ing  and 
D evelopm ent for the PCA.

T he w hole concep t o f  th is fund as a church  in terest-bearing , lend ing  institu tion  is 
a  v io lation  o f  my conscience  w ith regard  to  S crip tural p roh ib ition  o f  the sam e.

T E  W arren  E . G ardner 
T E  B ruce G ardner

14-79 Dissent Regarding the Use of Five Million Fund Monies to Set Up the 
Revolving Building Fund.

W e, the undersigned  com m issioners to the F ourteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , hereby  en te r ou r d issen t from  the action  o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly , m eeting  on the 26th day o f  Ju n e , 1986, in its vote to  sustain  the perm anen t 
M N A  C o m m ittee ’s action  in tak ing  an in terest-free loan from  the F ive M illion  Fund 
in o rder to develop  the R evolv ing  B uild ing  Fund.

T he orig inal pu rpose o f  the F ive M illion  Fund  w as to  p rov ide in terest-free  m oney 
to new  churches to  build  necessary  bu ild ings. T he co m m ittee ’s action  takes m oney 
that should  be availab le  to  churches— and curren tly  is n o t,—  in terest-free , ou t o f

Teaching Elders
D on S tone, P h ila ., C onvener 
S teve S m allm an , D elm arva 
Jim  H ope, Palm etto  
T ed L ester, N orth  G eorg ia  
John V ance, N ortheast 
W ill B arker, W . C aro lina 
D on Post, N ew  R iver
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circu la tion  fo r the in tended  purpose and thereby  v io lates the im plied  trust o f  those 
w ho con tribu ted  to the Five M illion  Fund.

W hile w e do not, question  the good  in ten tions o f  the M N A  C om m ittee , w e re 
m em ber that no en d , how ever g ood , ju s tifie s  the use o f  illeg itim ate  m eans.

W e believe that the m onies illeg itim ately  taken from  the Five M illion  Fund should 
be prom ptly  retu rned  thereun to  w ith all earned  in terest and w ould  urge the C om m ittee  
to m aintain  m ore carefu lly  the strict p roprie ty  in Financial dealing  w hich ought alw ays 
to a ttend the w ork o f  the church.

D avid C . L achm an T hom as E . G raham
Seth S koln itsky  C hris  T indall
F rank J. Sm ith  F ran k E . Sm ith
J im F le tc h e r R o b e rtG . H errm ann
W arren E . G ardner G . B rent B radley
B ruce G ardner V aughn E . H athaw ay , Jr.
D arw in Jordan  John  O tis
Joe G rider John  H arley
M ichael A hlberg  W illiam  H . M oore

14-80 Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education
R ecom m endations 28, 29 , 30 , 31 and 32 w ere hand led  at th is tim e. See 14-67, p. 

145.

14-81 Report of the Ad Hoc Committee Appointed by the Moderator to Draft 
a Response to the Protest of Certain Members of the Fourteenth General Assembly 
Who Protested Over the Monday and Tuesday Worship Services (June 23 and 
24, 1986).

T he pro test (14 -61 , p. 141) lodged concerns the charac te r o f  the M onday  and 
T uesday  even ing  program s alleg ing  that they d id  not represen t the w orsh ip  o f  reform ed 
character w ith  w hich the G enera l A ssem bly  usually  beg ins its m orn ing  sessions.

In answ er it m ay at First be said  that the usual m orn ing  w orsh ip  serv ices are not 
long —  about tw enty  m inutes. T he even ing  program s w ere in tended  to  com bine  a 
w orsh ip  tim e w ith program s w hich w ould  illustrate  and advance the g rea t com m ission  
through the com m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . T he p rogram s w ere to  include 
w orsh ip , but w ere not in tended  to be exclusively  w orship .

T he pro test said that the p rogram s w ere not reform ed in ch arac te r, and that the 
p reach ing  o f  the W ord o f  G od  occup ied  a m inor p lace in the w orsh ip . W e reply  that 
the p roper e lem en ts o f  refo rm ed  w orsh ip  w ere included: O n M onday , a fter tw o  w ell- 
know n hym ns from  the Trinity Hymnal cam e a  S crip tural an them , the serm on text 
w as p resen ted , and w as fo llow ed by a full exposito ry  serm on by T E  C low ney  on that 
Scrip ture  passage. O n T uesday , likew ise, there w ere hym ns, p rayer, serm on , and 
bened ic tion . T he parts o f  the program s that p resen ted  choral and instrum en tal m usic 
w ere B iblical in charac te r, and the Films w ere instructive in the w ork  o f  the great 
com m ission .

E xception  w as taken to  the c lapping  during  som e o f  the sing ing  and the app lause 
after som e perfo rm ances. It should  be rem em bered  that these w ere part o f  the program  
em phasiz ing  ethnic m issions. If  the tem po w ould  be no t a ttrac tive  to  som e, o u r tem po 
and custom s m ay not be attractive abroad  w here bongo  drum s m ay be the usual 
accom pan im en t, (BCO 47-6).

T he applause w as a natural response  o f  appreciation  fo r a good p resen ta tion  o f  
S crip ture  tru th . T he hum an singing vo ice is a m arvelous g ift o f  G od and  to  applaud
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it w hen used in Scrip tural song is both  to  show  apprecia tion  to the singer and thanks 
to G od the au tho r o f  all ou r g ifts. T o show  respect and apprecia tion  o f  fe llow  C hris tians 
is a deb t o f  honor and respect. R om ans 13:8 com m ands us not to  leave such a debt 
ou ts tand ing . T he P salm ist, a fter hav ing  listed m any instrum en ts and various m odes o f 
w orsh ip , including dancing  in the assem bly  o f  h is p eo p le , invites h is peop le  to jo in  
the L ord in deligh ting  in his p eo p le ’s w orsh ip  (Psalm  149). O ne m ode by w hich  the 
Psalm ist expressed  th is “d e lig h t,” e lsew here , w as to  jo in  in c lapp ing  w ith the assem bled  
people  o f  G od (Psalm  47).

T he program s included  the appropriate  e lem en ts o f  reform ed w orsh ip  and  added  
to  the appreciation  and understanding  o f  the w ork  o f  the G reat C om m ission  th rough  
ou r com m ittees .

Insofar as the even ing  program  con ta ined  w orsh ip , that w orsh ip  w as agreeab le  to 
S crip tu re , w as a B iblical expression  o f  the R egulative P rincip le  o f  W o rsh ip , and 
confo rm ed  to  BCO 47 &  49.

T E  R . L aird  H arris, C hairm an  
T E  R obert M . F erguson 
T E  John  D. H olm es

Adopted

14-82. Recess
T he A ssem bly  recessed  to  return  at 12:45 p .m . T he A ssem bly  w as led  in p rayer 

by R E Don W ard.

MINUTES— FRIDAY AFTERNOON
June 27, 1986

Twelfth Session

14-83 Reconvening.
T he A ssem bly  reconvened  at 12:45 p .m . w ith the sing ing  o f  “B e T hou  M y V ision” 

and p rayer by T E  C obby  W are.

14-84 Report of Judicial Commission Adjudicating Case # 5
At the request o f  the M odera to r, T E  Frank B arker, T E  R . L aird H arris took the 

chair. RE R ichard  S pringer, cha irm an , led in p rayer and presen ted  the report o f  the 
C om m ission . T he A ssem bly  voted  to  receive and approve the C o m m iss io n ’s sta tem ent 
o f  the case and the ju d g m en t rendered , all o f  w hich w as ordered  en te red  upon the 
m inutes and accep ted  as the A ssem b ly ’s action  and ju d g m en t in the case . M inutes o f  
the C om m ission  w ere approved  and o rdered  spread upon the m inutes o f  the A ssem bly  
as its ow n. T E  Frank B arker resum ed the chair. Adopted

Case #5: Appeal of RE D. Keith Abee et al. vs. James River Presbytery
T his com m unication  is a form al appeal o f  the five undersigned  defendan ts , in 

accordance w ith the Book o f Church Order, C hap te r 42 , o f  the find ings o f  a  Jud icial 
hearing o f  a C om m ission  o f  Jam es R iver P resbytery  appo in ted  to consider a R eference 
from  E vangelical P resbyterian  C hurch . C hesapeake , V a ., concern ing  d is tu rbances 
w ithin said church . See enclosure 1.

T his hearing  ex tended  over a period  o f  three n igh ts beg inn ing  N ovem ber 21 , 1985 
at 7 :00 P. M. at E astm inster P resbyterian  C hurch , V irg in ia  B each , V irg in ia  and the 
tw o rem ain ing  n ights at E vangelical P resby terian  C hurch , C hesapeake , V irg in ia , end ing  
at approx im ately  1:00 A. M ., N ovem ber 27 , 1985.
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T he g rounds o f  ou r appeal are such as the fo llow ing:
1. A t the beginning o f  the hearing, the C om m ission did not give us any explanation 

as to  w hy our Session w as unable to  d ischarge  its du ties o f  exerc ising  d isc ip line , 
C hap ter 4 , Section  4 , concern ing  suspected  delinquen t m em bers. C h ap te r 31 , S ection  1.

W e believe the p roper p rocedure should  have begun  w ith a hearing  o f  charges by 
our Session , ju d g ed  and reso lved  at that level if  at all possib le . N one o f  these charges 
w ere heard  by our Session  excep t those reco rded  tow ard  M r. M iller w hich w ere 
reso lved  by the Session. A t no tim e d id  ou r S ession  call to  a  hearing  any o f  the accused  
concern ing  any o f  the charges listed in the ind ictm ent. T he reco rd  show s these charges 
w ere actually  secret until a fter R eference w as filed  w ith the P resby tery . T he accused  
d id  not know  o f  the charges until no tified  by the C om m iss ion , and  then  the source o f  
specific accusations and the occasions o f  such offenses w ere no t revealed .

2. A t the first m eeting , N ovem ber 21 , 1985, the p roceed ings, as fa r as w e know , 
w ere p roper accord ing  to BCO 32-3 excep t on one po in t w hich w as ob jec ted  to  by 
several o f  the accused . T he C om m ission  w as in form ed at that tim e tha t w e w ere unable 
to p repare a defense because we w ere not know ledgeab le  o f  m ost o f  the suggested  
o ffenses. W e had not been m ade aw are o f  o r faced by our accusers and the occasions 
o f  ou r o ffenses. T here w as insuffic ien t indu lgence on the part o f  the C om m ission  to  
allow  us to  c ite  ou r w itnesses by the au thority  o f  the C h u rch , in o rder to  defend  
ourse lves against b lanket charges and b lanket w itnesses.

3. O n the final n ight o f  the hearings w e believe there  w as undue pressu re  on us 
to allow  a hurried  decis ion  in order to  com plete  the hearing  that n igh t. O ur defense 
w as a lm ost com pletely  estab lished  by the incom petency  and the inab ility  o f  the p ro secu 
tio n ’s w itnesses to  sustain  the ir accusations u nder cross exam ina tion . T he defense 
called  no w itnesses after the final w itness fo r the p rosecu tion  w as fin ished , because 
w e w ere led to  believe by the C om m ission  that su ffic ien t defense had  been  offered .

4 . W e believe there w ere m anifesta tions o f  p re jud ice  in the case because  three 
m en w ere sing led  out from  am ong m any as w ithho ld ing  financial support, and five 
m en w ere falsely  accused o f  not accep ting  an in ter-rac ia lly  m arried  coup le  as full 
m em bers w hen the identified  couple  them selves testified  that the ir in ter-racial m arriage 
w as not a factor o f  d iscon ten t betw een  them  and any m em ber o f  the congregation .

5. W e believe that
a) in light o f  the obv ious erro rs com m itted  by the S ession  and C om m ission  

in adm in istering  the procedures o f  the BCO;
b) the confused  position  o f  the p ro secu tio n ’s w itnesses, in ligh t o f  the charges 

b rough t against the accused;
c) the failu re  o f  all the p ro secu tio n ’s w itness to testify ;
d) the failu re  o f  R ev . G ary  E ng lestad  to  testify ;
e) and only  one m em ber o f  the S ession  w as ca lled  to  te s tify , and he testified  

that he had no charge to m ake against any o f  the accused , excep t one , 
and that w as d isallow ed;

that the strong presum ption  o f  gu ilt on the part o f  the C om m ission  w as b rought 
about by the inadequacies o f  a b iased  C om m ission  to  see th rough  unsealed  eyes the 
m otivations o f  all o f  the accusers against the accused .

T he strong censure o f  M r. R oche and M r. S aw yer o ffends the very nature  o f  ou r 
C h u rch ’s testim ony to  the w orld , w hose b e lie f is that w e, ou r congregation  and their 
ac tiv ities are not h idden from  the a ll-see ing  eye o f  G od. T he housing  o f  the scouts 
and the ac tiv ities o f  m ature w om en in the sam e part o f  the bu ild ing  in a p rogram  o f  
exerc ise , p red icated  on the p rem ise  o f  aerob ic  dancing  and gyra tions to  the sound  o f
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ex trem ely  loud m usic , heard  even  to the ex trem e end  o f  the sanctuary  to  the annoyance 
o f  a practic ing  cho ir, is enough  to  m ake the m ost sinful unbeliever con ten t w ith his 
despair o f  unbelief.

6. W e believe that in light o f  the apparen t stray ing  from  the BCO p rocedures, 
the failure o f  seven o f  the p ro secu tio n ’s w itnesses to  testify  includ ing  the pasto r. R ev. 
G ary  E ng lestad , and only  one m em ber o f  the S ession , w ho testified  that he had no 
charge to  m ake against any o f  the accused  excep t o n e , w hich charge w as not a llow ed , 
that ju s tice  has not yet been b rought to  bear in these hearings.

W e feel o u r particu lar church  has suffered  severely  o ver the past tw o  years (acco rd 
ing to  recorded  testim ony). Justice w ill only  see ou r L ord  and S av io r honored  w ith in  
the body as responsib le  governm ent is exerc ised  and o rderly , G od-fearing  in tent and 
procedures are pursued .

T he accusers m ust see ju s tice  and repen tance exerc ised  as w ell as all o th er parties 
involved. A ccusations w hich  w ere dropped  have served as vessels o r inroads by Satan 
to  fu rther div ide our cong rega tion , w hich has suffered  severly  from  unrestra ined  gossip , 
m alice and susp icion .

W e hope that the conclusion  o f  th is m atte r w ill be that the stigm a o f  “ ungodly  
behav io r” w ill be rem oved  from  the person o f  M r. R oche and M r. S aw yer, and that 
the rem ain ing  three censures against M r. A bee, M r. B aines and M r. M iller, w ho w ere 
conscience bound to act as they d id , w ill be reso lved  to the glory  o f  G od.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,

D. K eith A bee 
Jam es S. B aines
C . E. M iller 
J. P. R oche 
Irving R. Saw yer

ADJUDICATION OF CASE # 5

I. Statement of the Facts
A. O n A ugust 29, 1985 a le tte r w as w ritten  by the C lerk  o f  the S ession  o f 

E vangelical P resbyterian  C hurch  to  Jam es R iver P resbytery  requesting  ’’. . .a s 
s is ta n c e .. .to  exam ine us, and exam ine those w ho  oppose u s , . . . ” in reso lv ing  
som e prob lem s in the C hurch .

B. O n O ctober 12, 1985 a C om m ission  w as e lec ted  by Jam es R iver P resbytery  
to ” ,. .investigate  and resolve problem  (sic) in the congregation  o f  E vangelical 
C h u rc h ...”

C . On O ctober 24, 1985 the com m ission  e lec ted  by P resbytery  w hen  m eeting  
w ith the Session proceeded  to  e lec t a P rosecu to r, a M odera to r, and a C lerk  
thus constitu ting  them selves, in the ir o p in io n , a jud ic ia l com m ission .

D. O n N ovem ber 8 , 1985 ind ictm ents w ere sent by the com m ission  to  the ap p e l
lants (the accused) c it;ng them  to appear fo r tria l.

E. O n N ovem ber 21 , 25, 26 , and D ecem ber 2, 1985 the A ppellees (P resb y te ry ’s 
C om m ission) ad jud icated  a case fo rm ulated  by charges p resen ted  by the p ro 
secutor.

F. O n D ecem ber 8 , 1985, the appellees m et at the E vangelical P resby terian  
C hurch  and pronounced  censure from  the pu lp it on the appellan ts.
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G . O n D ecem ber 9 , 1985 the appellan ts sent an appeal to  the O ffice  o f  the S tated  
C lerk .

II. Statement of the Issues
A. T h is C om m ission  considers that the fa ilu re  to  apply  the princip les o f  M atthew  

18:15-20 by both  the S ession o f  the E PC  and the C om m ission  o f  Jam es R iver 
P resby tery  is in error. S pecifica lly , M atthew  18 expects and  requ ires , ou t o f  
respect and obed ience  to the W ord  o f  G od (w hich  respects all b re th ren  in the 
L ord) that any offense  betw een  brethren  first be acknow ledged  personally  
p rio r to  involv ing  the C hurch-a t-large .

B. T h is C om m ission  considers that the au thority  o f  the C om m ission  estab lished  
by the P resbytery  o f  Jam es R iver w as not specified  accord ing  to  constitu tional 
requ irem en ts. S pecifica lly , the appo in tm en t o f  the C om m ission  by Jam es 
R iver P resbytery  ” . . . to  investigate  and reso lve the p ro b le m s ...” d id  not g ran t 
the authority  o f  the com m ission  to  in itia te  jud ic ia l p rocess.
G R O U N D S: C onstitu tional Inquiry  regard ing  Jud ic ia l C o m m iss ion , 14-44,
p. 120.
“W hat constitu tes a jud ic ia l com m ission  under the term s o f  BCO 15-2? S pec
ifica lly , m ust a p resbytery  act to  ‘c lo th e ’ a com m ission  w ith  jud ic ia l au thority  
in o rder to  m eet the constitu tional requ irem en ts o f  15-2 as a  ‘jud ic ia l co m m is
s io n .’ If the p resby tery  m ust act, w hat action  m ust be taken?”
A nsw er:
“A jud ic ia l com m ission  is a com m ission  appo in ted  in accordance  w ith  BCO
15-2 w ith  instructions to  ad jud icate  a m atter. S uch a com m ission  m ay only  
be appoin ted  a fter the charges have been  approved  fo r p rocess by the court 
under BCO 3 2 -3 .”

C . T he C om m ission  considers that the issues o f  o rig inal ju risd ic tion  and resp o n 
sib ility  fo r oversigh t o f  church  m em bers, as described  in BCO w ere no t app lied  
in th is case. S pecifica lly , “P rocess against all church  m em b ers ...sh a ll be 
en tered  before  the Session o f  the C hurch  to  w hich such m em bers b e lo n g .. .” 
BCO Par. 33-1.

D . T he C om m ission  believes that the appropriate  app lica tion  o f  a reference  to  a 
h igher court w as not fo llow ed. S pecifica lly , BCO 41-5  sta tes, “ .. .  A lthough  
references are som etim es p roper, in general it is be tter that every  cou rt should 
d ischarge  the duty  assigned  it under the law  o f  the C hurch . A h igher court 
is not required  to  accede to  the request o f  the low er, but it should  o rd inarily  
g ive advice w hen so req u es ted .”  F urther, BCO 41 -6  sta tes , “ ...W h e n  a court 
m akes a reference , it ough t to  have all the testim ony  and  o th er docum ents 
duly  p repared , p roduced  and  in perfec t read iness, so that the h ig h er court 
m ay be able to  fully consider and handle the case w ith as little  d ifficu lty  o r 
de lay  as p o ss ib le .”

E. T h is C om m ission  considers that the status o f  the cu rren t o f  censu res m ust be 
reversed . S pecifica lly , it seem s to  this C om m ission  that since the p rocedures 
fo llow ed  by both  the Session  and appellees w ere defic ien t that any censures 
derived  therefrom  m ust be set aside.

III. Judgment of the Case
A. S pecifications

1. S pecification  1. S usta ined , due to  procedural defic iencies by the appellees.
2. S pecification  2. S usta ined , due to  p rocedural defic iencies by the appellees.
3. S pecification  3. S usta ined , due to procedural defic iencies by the appellees.
4 . S pecification  4. S usta ined , due to  procedural defic iencies by the appellees.
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5. S pecifica tion  5. S u sta in ed , due to  p rocedura l defic iencies by the ap p e lle e s .
6. S pecification  6. S usta ined , due to  p rocedura l defic iencies by the appellees.

B. M inute E xplanatory
T his C om m ission  w ishes to  m ake c lea r to  the A ssem bly  tha t the above 

actions on the six specifica tions do  no t exonera te  the appellan ts from  any 
w rongdoing  tha t m ay have occurred . T h is action  ind icates the position  o f  this 
C om m ission  that the righ ts o f  the appellan ts w ere v io la ted  by the im proper 
action  o f  the appellees and  the S ession  o f  E PC .

C . S tatem ents o f  D eficiency
T his C om m ission  specifies the im proper p rocedures o f  the appellees and 

the Session as follow s:
1. T hat the P resbytery  o f  Jam es R iver erred  in respond ing  to the le tte r o f  

A ugust 29 , 1985 from  the S ession o f  E vangelica l P resby terian  C hurch , 
by erec ting  a com m ission  (BCO 41-5  &  6).

2. T hat the C om m ission  o f  the P resby tery  o f  Jam es R iver erred  in acting  
as a jud ic ia l com m ission  and  as a court o f  o rig inal ju risd ic tio n . (BCO
15-2 and G A  response to constitu tional inqu iry , 14-44, p. 120)

3. T hat the com m ission  o f  the P resbytery  o f  Jam es R iver erred  in  no t rem an d 
ing the m atter back  to  the S ession  o f  E PC  as a m atter o f  o rig inal ju risd ic tio n  
(BCO 31-1).

4. T hat the Session o f  E PC  erred  in requesting  action  by the P resby tery  o f  
Jam es R iver p rio r to any orig inal action  o r specification  o f  charges (BCO
32-2 and 33-1).

IV. Opinion
It is the op in ion  o f  this C om m ission  that the m atter be found  p rocedura lly  

defic ien t and rem anded  to  the P resbytery  o f  Jam es R iver. T hese defic iencies are 
in the areas specified  in the “Judgment o f the Case”, above. It is fu rther the 
op in ion  o f  this C om m ission  that the P resbytery  o f  Jam es R iver d irec t the Session 
o f  EPC  to act w ith  respect to any appropriate  charges, w hen  specified , in accordance  
w ith M atthew  18 and BCO. T he P resbytery  is fu rther charged  to  assist the Session , 
if, and w hen , requested  to do so , in the p rocess o f  any p roceedings.

T he C om m ission  d isag rees w ith  the op in ion  o f  the P resby tery  C om m ission  
that the Session w as “unab le” to  act under the p rov isions o f  BCO 31-1 . T hat 
p rov ision  m ay be invoked  to  em pow er P resby tery  to  act only  in the even t that the 
Session  is unable  to  “ try” the person or persons accused . T h is C om m ission  sees 
no ev idence in the record  that the persons w ere ev er accused  o r charged  w ith  any 
offense  by the Session . (BCO 33-1) A bsen t charges , no P resbytery  is em pow ered  
to  crea te  a com m ission  to ad jud icate  a m atte r (BCO 32-2).

As to  the m atter o f  censu re , it is the op in ion  o f  the C om m ission  that the 
defic iencies in p rocedure m itigate to  the reversal o f  the action  o f  the P resby tery  
C om m ission . W hile  the instant C om m ission  d id  not consider the gu ilt o r  innocence 
o f  the appellan ts , it d id  apprecia te  that any action  taken  based  on flaw ed  p rocedure 
is not en fo rceab le . S ince the censures w ere pub lic ly  adm in is te red , it is the op in ion  
o f  this C om m ission  that they be rem oved  pub lic ly  by the p resbytery  in a Sunday  
m orn ing  w orsh ip  serv ice at EPC .

T his C om m ission  deep ly  desires that a reconcilia tion  m ay be effec ted  am ong 
the b rethren  in th is m atter. It is fu rther concerned  w ith  the consequences o f  this 
situation  on E vangelical P resbyterian  C hurch . W e pray that the appellan ts m ay 
com e to repen tance  and obedience in any area o f  w rong— if there be such— and
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to  subm it to  the loving instruction  and d iscip line o f  the b re th ren . W e pray that 
the appellees m ay look graciously  on these offended  bre th ren  and trea t them  w ith 
lov ing  k indness and m ercy as m em bers o f  the flock fo r w hom  C hris t shed H is 
p recious b lood . W e pray that the church  m ay see healing  o f  these deep  w ounds 
and that the N am e and C ause o f  C hrist w ill be served in all that is d o n e . C om m ission  
calls the attention  o f  all parties o f  the case to  the p rayer o f  Paul in E phesians: 

“ F or this reason 1 kneel befo re  the F ather, from  w hom  his w hole fam ily  in 
heaven  and on earth  derives its nam e. 1 pray  that ou t o f  h is g lo rious riches 
he m ay strengthen  you w ith pow er th rough  h is Spirit in you r inner be ing , so 
that C hrist m ay dw ell in your hearts th rough  faith . A nd I pray  that you , being  
roo ted  and estab lished  in love , m ay have p ow er, toge ther w ith all the sain ts, 
to  g rasp  how  w ide and long and h igh and deep  is the love o f  C h ris t, and  to  
know  th is love that surpasses know ledge— that you m ay be filled  to  the 
m easure o f  all the fu llness o f  G od. N ow  to him  w ho is able to  do im m easurab ly  
m ore than all we ask o r im ag ine , accord ing  to  h is  pow er that is at w ork w ithin 
us, to  him  be g lory  in the church  and in C hrist Jesus th roughou t all g enera tions, 
for ever and ever! A m en .” (E phesians 3 :14-21)

T h is is tru ly  the p rayer o f  th is C om m ission  fo r all parties to  the C ase.
Adopted

M em bers o f  the C om m ission:
Presbytery Commissioner
A scension T E B ailey  C adm an
C entral F lorida R E John Form an
C ovenant TE Joe G rider
D elm arva T E Philip  D ouglas
G race R E G eorge G ulley
M issouri T E R obert R ayburn
N ew  Jersey RE R ichard  S pringer, C hairm an
N ew  R iver RE V irgil R oberts
Pacific T E C ortez  C ooper
Palm etto T E John R opp , Jr.
Ph iladelph ia RE G eorge  H am s
Southern  F lorida T E G eorge B. B reng le , S ecretary
Southern  F lorida R E L indsey Sam pson
T ennessee  V alley T E D an aL . S toddard

M IN U T E S O F JU D IC IA L  C O M M ISS IO N  O F C A SE  # 5

All parties being present the C om m ission  convened on June 24 , at 2 :30 P .M . in Room  # 2 2  o f the 
A cadem y o f M usic in Philadelphia , PA , being called  to order by the C onvener John R opp w ith  the reading 
o f  Jam es 3:13-18 and prayer.
T hose present were:
Presbytery  
A scension 
C entral Florida 
C ovenant 
D elm arva 
G race 
M issouri 
N ew  Jersey  
N ew  R iver 
Pacific 
Palm etto

C om m issioner
T E  B ailey C adm an
RE John Form an
T E  Joe G rider
T E  Philip D ouglas
RE G eorge G ulley
T E  Robert R ayburn
RE R ichard Springer
RE V irgil R oberts
T E  C ortez C ooper
T E  John R opp, Jr.
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P resbytery
Philadelphia 
Southern Florida 
Southern Florida 
T ennessee Valley

The A ppellants
C. H. H ollingsw orth for 
J . P. R oche & Rex Saw yer 
Jam es S . Baines
D. Keith Abec
E. E. M iller

Q uorum :
It was determ ined that a quorum  was present to do  the business o f the C om m ission .

O rganization:
T he C om m ission  p roceeded to elect R ichard S p ringer as C hairm an and G eorge B rengle as Secretary . 

Preparation:
The C hairm an read pertinent portions o f  BC O  regarding the purpose and use o f  church  d isc ip line . Par. 

27-3, 27-4 as well as BC O  C hap ter 42 regarding the p rocedures for ad jud icating  appeals. P articu larly , the 
responsibility  o f the C om m ission  according to BC O  42-9  w ere recognized  along w ith the responsib ility  o f 
the C om m ission  to read the entire record o f the C ase.

Recess:
The C om m ission  recessed  at 4:18  P .M . w ith p rayer voiced by B ailey C adm an.

Reconvene:
The C om m ission  reconvened at 5 :30  P .M . in the R eception  R oom  o f the A cadem y o f M usic in P h iladel

phia, PA w ith prayer voiced by R ichard Springer. The roll w as called , and a quorum  w as present.

Charge:
The C hairm an charged the C om m ission  according  to B C O  Par. 32-12. T he C olurt p roceeding im m ediately  

with A ppellants and A ppellees present to  read the entire record o f  the case.

A rgum entation
It w as decided  that the A ppellants and the A ppellees w ould  each  have 30 M inutes to  present their 

argum ents.
The C ourt heard the presentation  o f  the A ppellants.
The C ourt questioned the A ppellan ts, concerning  their oral presentation  and the R ecord o f the C ase.
The C ourt excused  R obert G R avbum  to participate in the even ing  p rogram . T he C hair ruled that Mr.

R ayburn w ould no longer participate in the deliberation  o f  the case.
A quorum  still p resen t, the C ourt heard  the presentation  o f  the A ppellees.
The C ourt questioned the A ppellees, concerning their oral presentation  and the R ecord o f  the C ase.

Sum m ation o f A rgum entation:
It w as decided  that the A ppellants and A ppellees had 10 m inutes to present sum m ation  statem ents. 
T he C ourt heard sum m ation statem ents o f  the A ppellants.
T he C ourt heard sum m ation  statem ents o f  the A ppellees.

Executive Session:
The C ourt m oved to executive session by p roper m otion a fter w hich its m em bers d iscussed  the m erits 

o f the appeal, the accuracy  o f the record , the p ropriety  o f  the inform ation  presen ted  during  argum entation  
as it related to the record  o f  the case. A fter considerable  discussion  regarding the issues as well as various 
responses called  for. the C om m ission  recessed  at 9 :40  p .m . w ith p rayer voiced by C hairm an  R ichard Springer.

Reconvene:
The C om m ission  reconvened in executive session on June 25 at 9 :08 A .M . in the R eception  R oom  o f 

the A cadem y o f  M usic with p rayer voiced by John Form an. T he roll w as called  and a quorum  w as present.
It w as M SC unanim ously  ( 1 1 -0-0) that the w ritten statem ents o f the appellan ts be adm issib le  ev idence 

since they w ere read as part o f  the oral argum ents o f  the appellan ts.
It w as M SC  U nanim ously  ( 1 1-0-0) not to render as adm issib le  to the record  letters subm itted  by the

C om m issioner
RE G eorge Harris 
T E  G eorge B. B rengle 
RE L indsey Sam pson 
T E  D ana L. Stoddard

T he A ppellees
T E  W illiam  H arrell 
T E  Joseph M ullen
T E  R ussell F laxm an
RE Dale W hite
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appellants inasm uch as this m aterial was not stipulated  (agreed  upon) by the appellees.
A fter considerable  discussion  regarding  the essential issues perta in ing  to the case it w as M SC unanim ously 

( 1 1-0-0) to draft a C onstitu tional Inquiry regarding the em pow erm ent o f  Judicial C om m issions.
It was M SC (11-0-0) to Inquire o f  the Judicial B usiness C om m ittee the follow ing:

"W hat constitu tes a judicia l com m ission  under the term s o f BC O  15-2? S pec ifica lly , m ust a presbytery 
act to ‘c lo th e ’ a com m ission  w ith jud icia l authority  in o rder to m eet the constitu tional requirem ents 
o f  15-2 as a ‘jud icia l co m m issio n .’ If  the presbytery m ust act, w hat action m ust be taken?”

Recess:
The C om m ission  recessed  at 10:50 A .M . with p rayer voiced by L indsey Sam pson to be reconvened at 

the call o f  the chairm an.

R econvene:
The C om m ission  reconvened at 11 :13A .M . with p rayer voiced by V irgil R oberts. A quorum  w as present. 
The C om m ission  d iscussed  at length the pertinent issues o f the case  after w hich it appoin ted  T E  G eorge 

B rengle, T E  Bailey C adm an, RE R ichard Springer, T E  D ana S toddard  and as a sub-com m ittee  to draft a 
sum m ary statem ent o f the facts and issues pertinent to  the case.

Recess:
The C om m ission  recessed  12:00 p .m . w ith p rayer voiced by Joe G rider to reconvene at the call o f  the 

chairm an on o r before 7:30  P .M .

R econvene:
The C om m ission  reconvened at 7:35 P.M  . in the R eception R oom  w ith p rayer voiced by R ichard Springer. 
The C om m ission  review ed the essential facts o f the case pertain ing  to a decision , the issues apparent, 

and the ruling o f  the A ssem bly  to the C onstitu tional Inquiry , a fter w hich it w as determ ined ready to render 
a decision  regarding the specifications o f error.

T he C om m ission  voted on the Specifications o f  erro r, and all w ere sustained  by the sam e vote, 11 -0-0.
T he C om m ission  review ed and revised the draft regarding Facts, Issues, Judgm ent and O pinion.

Recess:
T he C om m ission  recessed  at 9:42  P .M . to reconvene at 1:30 P .M . on June 26 in the R eception  R oom  

to review  and approve the m inutes o f  the C om m ission  and to consider the R eport. D ana S toddard closed 
w ith prayer.

Reconvene:
T he C om m ission  reconvened on June 26 at 1:30 p .m . in the R eception R oom  w ith p rayer voiced by 

C hairm an R ichard Springer. A quorum  w as present. A fter review  o f  the Report it w as M /S/C  to adopt the 
R eport as a w hole as am ended. / 1-0-0

A fter review  o f  the m inutes it w as M /S/C  to adopt the m inutes o f  June 24, June 25 and June 26 as revised.
11- 0-0

A djournm ent:
T he C om m ission  w as adjourned at 3:35 p .m . w ith a season o f  prayer.

R espectfully  subm itted ,
R ichard Springer, C hairm an 
G eorge B rengle, Secretary

14-85 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures.
T E  R. L aird  H arris , cha irm an , led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and presen ted  the report. 

R ecom m endations 3-7 w ere handled  at this tim e but the en tire  report is p resen ted  here 
for easy  reference.

I. Business Referred to the Committee
1. O verture  5 , p. 44.
2. O vertu re  23 , p. 44.
3. O vertu re  38 to  the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly , p. 63
4. O vertu re  4 0 , p. 45.
5. O verture  4 2 , p. 45.
6. O verture  49 , p. 45.
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7. O vertu re  51 , p. 46.
8. Personal R eso lu tion  2, p. 80.

II. Major Issues Discussed
O vertures and Personal R eso lu tion  listed above.

III. Recommendations:
1. T hat O vertu res 23 , p. 44  and 51 , p. 46  be answ ered  in the affirm ative .

G rounds: T o  save the F ourteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  tim e by giv ing  the
A ssem bly  the option  to  decide  w hether or not to  h ear the A d In terim  C om m ittee  
on the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s report in a sing le  test vo te . Defeated

2. R esponse o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on B ills and O vertu res to 
Personal R eso lu tion  # 2  from  L indsey  S am pson , p . 80
Whereas both the 6th and 8th G eneral A ssem blies o f  the P resby terian  C hurch  
in A m erica affirm ed ou r p ro -life , an ti-abortion  stand;
And Whereas thousands o f  unborn  bab ies are still being k illed  daily ; 
Therefore, be it resolved that th is , the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resby
terian C hurch  in A m erica , reaffirm s our c h u rc h ’s p ro-life  and an ti-abortion  
stand , and that we com m unicate  ou r position  to  the P residen t o f  the U nited  
S ta tes, the S uprem e C ourt, and the U nited  S tates C ongress; fu rther, that we 
encourage  o u r pastors and sessions to  em phasize  th is position  o f  o u r church 
in the congregations and com m unities in w hich they serve. Adopted

3. T hat O verture  5 , p. 44  from  D elm arva  be adopted  as am ended  by the C o m 
m ittee o f  C om m iss ioners , to w it: add  under the therefo re  c lau se , six th  line, 
after the phrase “ shall pub lish  the study” the w ords “ w hen funds are av a ilab le .”

Adopted
4. O verture  4 0 , p. 45 from  P h iladelph ia

It w as m oved and recom m ended  that th is overtu re  on how  to raise the m oral 
standards o f  te lev ision  program s be answ ered  by the adoption  o f  the fo llow ing  
statem ent:

“T he 14th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A  goes on record  in sta ting  that:
1. It dep lores the con tinued  d isregard  for the nam e o f  G od and  S crip tural 
values in the en terta inm en t m ed ia , and that
2. W e encourage  o u r p resby teries, cong rega tions , and m em bers to  b e 
com e active in resisting  such trends, and that
4. A copy o f  this recom m endation  be sent to the N ational Federation  
for D ecen cy .” Adopted

5. O verture  42 , p. 45 from  Illiana
It w as m oved  that this overtu re  dealing  w ith the nam e R am eses in E xodus 
1:11 be answ ered  in the negative because it is in the area  o f  tex tual critic ism  
and is a m atter o f  individual scholars to  d iscuss, but that Illiana be com m ended  
for the ir stand  on the inerrancy o f  S crip tu re . Adopted

TE V aughn E. H athaw ay requested  that h is affirm ative vote be recorded for the fo llow ing am endm ent: That 
the recom m endation  be am ended by strik ing  all fo llow ing the w ord “because" and inserting  the follow ing: 
“ m atters w hich may involve doctrinal e rro r should be handled  by jud icia l p ro cess .”

6. O verture  49 , p. 45 from  S io u x lan d sb e  answ ered  w ith  the fo llow ing  responses.
1. T hat part one concern ing  p rayer be am ended  to  read: “a  day o f  p rayer 

for those individuals and churches w ho  are experiencing  economic crises 
in Siouxlands Presbytery, and others who are experiencing economic
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crises in various parts o f the country, and con tinue  to upho ld  them  in 
p ray e r .”

2. T hat part tw o concern ing  a specific  request fo r financial aide on the part 
o f  S iouxlands P resbytery  be referred  to  the P erm anent C om m ittee  o f  the 
M N A  for im m ediate considera tion . Adopted

7. O verture 38 , (M13GA, 13-3, p. 41) from  N orth  T exas be answ ered  in the 
negative because item s 1 and 2 are unnecessary , item  3 can be satisfied  by 
o u r p resen t rules o f  d iscip line w hich can be am ended  in detail by regu lar 
am ending procedures, and item  4 com prises too  g reat a task . Adopted

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
R. L aird  H arris , C hairm an 
D ave Johnson , Secretary

Roll o f  C om m issioners present:
Presbytery Commissioner
A scension RE B ob B audoux
C entral C aro lina RE G lenn O w en
C entral G eorg ia TE R andy Sm ith
D elm arva T E R. Laird H arris
E vangel TE D ave Johnson
G race RE Bill G ates
G reat Lakes T E D avid  S tockm ent
G u lf C oast TE Jack W aller
Jam es R iver RE A1 Y ancy
M ississippi V alley T E B ob Sw aneback
N ew  Jersey T E A llan S tory
N orthern  Illinois RE Fred M use
Pacific N orthw est RE B ob R ogland
Palm etto T E H. R. Patteson
Philadelph ia T E H arold  D. H ight
South Texas T E T erry  T ray lo r
S. E. A labam a RE Irv W icker
Southw est RE B ob M ontgom ery
T ennessee V alley T E B ob L ueking
W estern  C aro lina RE L eigh ton  Shutes
W estm inster TE K en G entry

C le rk ’s N ote: R ecom m endation  1 w as handled  in 14-6, p. 81. R ecom m endation  2 w as 
handled  in 14-77, p. 177. T hey are included  here for easie r reference .

14-86 Committee on Thanks
TE  W illiam  F itzhenry  led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and p resen ted  the report.
“ It is good to  g ive thanks to the L o rd .. .” (P salm  92:1a) “A lw ays g iv ing  thanks for 

all th ings in the nam e o f  our L ord Jesus C hrist to G o d .. ."  (E phesians 5:20).
O n b eh a lf  o f  the F ourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly , we en jo in  all w ho have been a 

part o f  this assem bly  to  give praise and g lory  to the Lord for H is sovereign  grace in 
enab ling  us to  w orship  and serve H im .

In addition  to  en jo in ing  th is assem bly  to g ive praise and glory  to  the L ord by 
personal and co rporate  p rayer, w e also  invite the assem bly to  jo in  us in g iv ing  thanks 
to  our m oderator, T E  Frank B arker, for h is w ise, sensitive , and caring  leadersh ip ; ou r



JOURNAL 189

m any clerks and adm in istra ting  assistan ts for the ir fa ithfu l labors; and  o u r m any co m 
m ittees and the ir chairm en  for their d iligen t, tho rough , and patien t effo rts in b ring ing  
all im portant m atters befo re  us.

A dditionally  w e g ive our thanks to all w ho have so selflessly  m in is tered  to  us and 
served us in m aking  o u r tim e in P h iladelph ia  m em orab le  and p leasan t, especially  
W estm inster Sem inary  in the ir p rov ision  o f  refreshm en ts.

L ast, but not least, w e com m end  th is y ea r’s a ssem b ly ’s com m issioners fo r their 
loving and faithfu l perseverance and coopera tion . M ay the L ord  o f  heaven  and earth  
be p leased  w ith and receive all that w e have done fo r H is eternal g lory  in the nam e 
o f  the F ather, the S on , and the H oly Spirit. A m en . Adopted

TE  M orse U p De G raff 
TE  Bill F itzhenry

14-87 Committee to Study Free Masonry
T E  John O tis , chairm an  led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and p resen ted  the report as 

found in A ppendix  R , p. 462. T he C om m ittee  w as, by com m on consen t, ex tended  
for ano ther year.

Adopted

14-88 Committee on Review and Control
T E  R oland B arnes, cha irm an , led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and  presen ted  the report.

I. A List of the Presbytery Minutes received by the Committee
(See III be low .)

II. A List of the Presbyteries which have not submitted Minutes.
C entral G eorg ia  - M inutes o f  A pril 8 , 1986 
Jam es R iver - M inutes o f  Fall 1985; January  1986
M ississippi V alley  - M inutes o f  June 14, 1985; O ctober 15, 1985; and February  
18, 1986
N ew  Jersey  - M inutes o f  M arch 15, 1986 
N orthern  Illinois - M inutes o f  January  1986

III. A Report concerning the Minutes of each Presbytery
A . R eport on m inutes subm itted  to the Fourteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  and rev iew ed  

by the C om m ittee  
R ecom m ended:
1. T hat the m inutes o f  the P resbytery  o f  Ascension:

a. be approved  w ithout excep tion  - S ep tem ber 20, 1985
b. be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

May 3-4, 1985
-85-60  m inutes are no t signed
-85-47 and 85-50 S tanding  R ules am ended  w ith  no ind ication  o f  the 
requisite  2/3 m ajority  (S tand ing  R u les, V II-3 , B)

-8 5 -5 3 .1 .4  A ppo in tm en t o f  com m issions w ithou t estab lish ing  
quorum s (BCO 15-2). See also  85 -68 , 85 -112 , etc.

July 13, 1985
-page 1 m eeting  o fP re sb y te ry  not opened  w ith  p rayer (R A O  9 -1 4 .4 .1 , 
BCO 10-5)

-85-80  S tanding  R ules am ended  w ithout indication  o f  requ isite  2/3 
m ajority .
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November 9, 1985
-85 -112 , 115, 123 S tanding  R ules am ended  w ithou t ind ication  o f  
requ isite  2/3 m ajority  

January 10-11, 1986
-page I opening  w orsh ip  service d id  not include preach ing  o f  the 
W ord (S tanding R u les, 1-3)

-page 5 no reason g iven for ru ling  a m otion  ou t o f  o rder (R A O  9-14-5) 
-86-8 , 10, 13, 15, 16 C om m ittee  reports d id  not open w ith p rayer 
(See Minutes, 85, 115).

February 11, 1986
-86 -22 , 24 , 26 , etc. no indication  o f  C om m ittee  reports open ing  w ith 
prayer

-86-22 not c lea r that candida te  m et m em bersh ip  requ irem en ts in a 
PC A  C hurch  (BCO 18-2)

March 8, 1986 
-m inutes not subm itted
G E N E R A L  - no report on “cond ition  o f  re lig ion” in the P resbytery  
(BCO 13-10). Adopted

T hat the m inutes o f  Calvary Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

D ecem ber 12, 1985; Ju ly  27 , 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

June 6, 1985
-page 1 no indication  as to  the churches rep resen ted  by the T each ing  
and R uling E lders in a ttendance (RAO 9 -14-3 f).
-page 4 it w as not stated  that one w ho orig inally  voted  in the affirm a
tive m ade the m otion  for re-exam ination .
October 24, 1985
-page 10 no indication  that the candida tes w ere endorsed  by their 
Sessions (BCO 18-2).
January 25, 1986
-page 8 C om m ission  uses “ R ev .”
-page 14 no indication  that the candida tes w ere endorsed  by their 
Sessions (BCO 18-3).
G E N E R A L  - no report on progress o f  relig ion  (BCO 13-10).
N o list o f  candida tes and licen tiates
N o up-to -date  P resbytery  S tanding  R ules Adopted

T hat the m inutes o f  Central Carolina Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

July 27, 1985
-no report on in terns (BCO 19-12)
October 26, 1985
-no report on in terns (BCO 10-12)
December 17, 1985
-no record  o f  unexcused  absen t T E ’s and churches (R A O  19-14-3g)
January 25, 1986
-no report on in terns (BCO 19-12)
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  candida tes and licen tia tes Adopted
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4. T hat the m inutes o f  Central Florida Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

A pril 20 , 1985; Ju ly  16, 1985; O ctober 19, 1985; January  2 1 ,1 9 8 6 .
b. Be approved  w ith  exception : none Adopted

5. T hat the m inutes o f  Central Georgia Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

M ay 25 , 1985, January  11, 1986
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

April 9, 1985
-page 14 M inutes o f  C om m ission  to  receive L akem ont C hurch  d e 
scribe C om m ission  exam ination  o f  Session ra ther than  o f  the ind i
v idual elders; fo r a C om m ission  to  “h ear no negative responses” 
from  a S ession is no t the sam e as “ M aking  certa in  that the E lders 
understand  and can sincerely  ad o p t” the P C A ’s doctrine  and  polity  
(BCO 13-8).
July 13, 1985
-page 9 no m ention o f  C and idate  H om eyer being exam ined  in the 
a rea  o f  Sacram ents 
October 8, 1985
-page 5 P resbytery  im properly  received  a com p la in t w hich  w as lodged 
not against a C hurch  cou rt (BCO 10-3, 43-1)
-page 13 m inutes do not show  tha t P resby tery  approved  the excep tion  
in G illik in ’s o rd ination  requ irem en ts by a 3/4 m ajority  (BCO 21-6) 
April 8, 1986
-m inu tes not subm itted  Adopted

6. T hat the m inutes o f  Covenant Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none.
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

June 4, 1985
-pages 3, 8 C om m ission  m inutes received , bu t not included  in M inutes 
(BCO 15-1)
-page 8 report o f  R .U .M . not a ttached  (RAO 9 -14-6e).
-pages 8-9 no ind ication  o f  w hat the co m m iss io n ’s quorum  should 
be (BCO 15-2)
October 1, 1985
-page 11 P resbytery  d iv ided  to  h ear serm ons w hich w ere p resen ted  
as part o f  the ord ination  exam  (BCO 21-4)
-page 12 no ind ication  o f  w hat the co m m iss io n ’s quorum  should  be 
(BCO 15-2)
-C om m ission  report not app roved  (BCO 15-1)
-no record  o f  m inutes be ing  approved  (RAO 9 -14-3e).
October 10, 1985
-page 15 no ind ication  o f  w hat the co m m iss io n ’s quorum  should  be 
(BCO 15-2)
-C om m ission  report not approved  (BCO 15-1).
November 12, 1985
-page 2 C om m ission  report not approved  (BCO 15-1)
-M inutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7)
-M inu tes not approved  (RAO 9-14-3e)
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-page 1 the portion  o f  the call stating the purpose o f  the m eeting  not 
recorded  verbatim  (RAO 9-14-4b)
March 4, 1986
-page 15 Sessional endorsem en t as p rerequ isite  fo r a m an apply ing  
as a candidate  (BCO  18-2)
-page 8 C om m ission  m inutes w ere received  bu t no t a ttached  (BCO
15-1)
-page 20 C o m m iss io n ’s quorum  not estab lished  (BCO  15-2)
April 1, 1986
-page 1 the portion  o f  the call stating  the purpose o f  the m eeting  not 
recorded  verbatim  (RAO 9-14-4b)
-C om m ission  appoin ted  but no ind ication  o f  w hat the quorum  shall 
be (BCO  15-2)
-M inutes not signed (RAO 9-14-7) Adopted

T hat the m inutes o f  Delmarva Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

May 14, 1985
-X II, p. 65 nam e o f  person leading in p rayer not stated  
page 1 P resbytery  d iv ided  to  hear serm ons (BCO  21-4)
June 18, 1985
-m eeting  should  be described  as a “ca lled  m ee ting” (RAO  14-9-3c) 
July 27, 1985
-m eeting  should  be described  as a “ca lled  m ee ting”
-no append ices, thus no reports o r docum ents m en tioned  (R A O  9-14- 
6e)
-no  listing o f  the call for the m eeting  because  there is no appendix  
(RAO 9-14-6b)
September 21, 1985
-page 73 P resbytery  d iv ided  to  hear serm ons (BCO  21-4)
-page 78 excep tions to  WCF on d ivorce by a licentiate 
November 12, 1985
-page 81 P resbytery  failed  to  exam ine the transferring  T E  in all the 
required  areas (BCO 13-6)
-page 82 not c lear that P resby tery  exam ined  the cand ida te  in all the 
required  areas (BCO  21-4)
January 4, 1986
-no listing  o f  call fo r this m eeting  because there is no appendix  (RAO 
9-14-4b)
- IV .A .l  not c lear that P resbytery  exam ined  transferring  T E  in all the 
required  areas (BCO  13-6)
February 8, 1986
-X V . A . not c lea r that P resbytery  exam ined  in all the required  areas 
(BCO  13-6)
-X V III.B . BCO  does not m ake a llow ance fo r a bo rrow ed  session 
(BCO  5-3). In a m o ther-daugh ter re la tionsh ip , the session o f  the 
m other church  is the tem porary  govern ing  body o f  the m ission  c h u rc h . 
-m issing  appendices B-G  (RAO 9-14-6e)
-X X I .A .l .  no t c lear that P resbytery  exam ined  the cand ida te  in all
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the requ ired  areas (BCO  21-4)
-X X I .D .L , X X I .C .l .  no t c lea r that P resby tery  exam ined  the tran s
ferring  T E ’s in all requ ired  areas (BCO  13-6)
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes Adopted

8. T hat the m inutes o f  Eastern Canada P resbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

April 13, 1985
-no record  as to  w hether churches w ithou t R E rep resen ta tion  w ere 
excused  o r not (RAO 9-14-3g)
September 5-7, 1985
-no record  as to  w hether churches w ithou t R E  rep resen ta tion  w ere 
excused  o r not (RAO 9-14-3g)
-page 5, Item  X I regard ing  exam ination  o f  cand ida te  fo r o rd ination , 
the m inutes d id  not include a reference  to  exam ination  in E nglish  
B ible o r theo logy  and d id  include exam ination  on apo logetics and 
church  h isto ry .
March 20-22, 1986
-A ppendix  D ocum ent 86-1-A , C om m ission  M inu tes, Item  III use o f 
com m ission  to  ex tend  licensure
G E N E R A L  - no up-to -date  copy  o f  P resby te ry ’s S tanding  R ules

Adopted
9. T hat the m inutes o f  Eastern Carolina Presbytery:

a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: A pril 20 , 1985; Ju ly  20 , 1984; 
O ctober 26 , 1985; N ovem ber 11, 1985; January  18, 1986

b. Be approved  w ith  excep tions: none
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes Adopted

10. T hat the m inutes o f  Evangel Presbytery;
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: A pril 23 , 1985; A ugust 22 , 1985; 

O ctober 22 , 1985; January  28 , 1986
b. Be approved  w ith excep tions: none

G E N E R A L  - no report on “p rogress o f  re lig ion" (BCO  13-10)
Adopted

11. T hat the m inutes o f  Grace Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t excep tions: June 11, 1985; A ugust 30 , 1985; 

O ctober 8, 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

May 14, 1985
-C om m un ications, Item  8 the A dvisory  C om m ittee  acted  as a co m 
m ission w ith only  th ree (3) m em bers, w hich  is not a quorum  
-page 79 , Item  5 sessional endorsem ent fo r M r. P luckett not show n 
(BCO  18-3)
August 13, 1985
-page 51 exam inations o f  C o un ts , B urguet, and T hom pson  show  no 
exam ination  on C hurch  G overnm en t and S acram en ts , and no reason 
w hy (BCO  13-6)
January 14, 1986
-page 20 not c lea r that a quorum  had been estab lished  o r that a
com m ission  w as estab lished
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tiates
no up-to -date  copy o f  P resby te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules Adopted
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12. T hat the m inutes o f  Great Lakes Presbytery :
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

M arch 8 -9 , 1985; A pril 27 , 1985; S ep tem ber 13-14. 1985; D ecem ber 
6 , 1985 m inutes not signed by C lerk  Adopted

13. T hat the m inutes o f  Gulf Coast Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

January  12, 1985; A pril 9 , 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

June 4 , 1985; O ctober 12, 1985 m inutes not signed by C lerk  
G E N E R A L  - no up-to-date  copy o f  P resby te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules

Adopted
14. T hat the m inutes o f  Illiana Presbytery:

a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:
January  11, 1986

b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:
September 7, 1985
-page 1 BCO does not recogn ize  the concep t o f  a “borrow ed e ld e r” 
-page 1 p ro-re nata is not a  recognized  kind o f  m eeting  (RAO 
9-14-3a)
-page 2 exam ination  o f  T E  D erm yer d id  not include his C hristian  
experience  (BCO 13-6), nor did he sign the m inisterial ob ligation  
(BCO 13-7)
October 12, 1985
-page 1 no record  o f  e lec tion  o r appo in tm en t o f  T E  Finch as m od
era to r
-page 2 copy o f  docket not a ttached  (RAO 9 -14-6e)
-page 5 T E  G eo rg e ’s com m unication  not a ttached
-page 8 at licensure ex am , no record  o f  exam ination  in C hristian
experience  and inw ard  ca ll, no r any record  o f  w ritten  serm on being 
p rov ided  (BCO 19-2)
February 22, 1986
-page 2 it is im proper to  receive a licen tia te  p rio r to  exam  (BCO 
19-5, 19-11)
-page 3 C hurch  h isto ry  is not a requ irem en t o f  exam inations for 
m in isters o r cand ida tes (BCO 21 -4 , 19-2)
-page 4 no record  that M r. Z e lle r signed the m in isteria l ob ligation
(BCO 13-7)
G E N E R A L  - no report o f  “p rogress o f  re lig ion” (BCO 13-10) 
no up-to -date  copy  o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules Adopted

15. T hat the m inutes o f  James River Presbytery :
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

January 11-12, 1985
-page 1 tim e o f  recess and reconven ing  canno t be the sam e 
-page 2 lack o f  date o f  m inutes be ing  approved  (RAO 9 -14-3e) 
-page 3 recorded  vote on BCO am endm ents lacks reco rd  o f  ab sten 
tions (RAO 9 -14-6b)
-page 6 C le rk ’s signature  m issing  (RAO 9-14-7)
-A ppendix  C  an ordained  m in is ter w as installed  by p rayer and the
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laying on o f  hands
-A ppendix  K th is m ay be a report to  the P resby te ry , bu t it is not 
in p roper form  to  be the m inutes o f  the com m ission  hearing  a jud ic ia l 
appeal
April 12-13, 1985
-page 1 tim e o f  recess and reconven ing  the sam e
-page 2 date o f  m inutes be ing  approved  not sta ted  (RAO 9-14 -3 e )
-page 3 approval o f  excuse  no t reco rded  (RAO 9 -14-3g)
-page 3 C le rk ’s signature  m issing  (RAO 9 -14-7)
-A ppendix  B it does no t have a title ; it is described  in the M inutes 
as the report o f  the C om m ission  to  organ ize  All S ouls C hurch  in 
R ichm ond , bu t there is no th ing  in A ppend ix  B about o rgan iz ing  a 
congregational m eeting  to  e lec t, o rda in , and install o fficers 
-A ppendix  C  a T E , already  o rdained  w as installed  by laying on o f  
hands and p rayer
-A ppendix  D T hese m inutes do not record  any th ing  happen ing  ex 
cep t that the com m ission  m et, e lec ted  o ffice rs , and ad journed . The 
purpose w as to  d isso lve  a pastoral re la tionsh ip  w hich cou ld  have 
been done by the P resby tery . W hy a C om m ission?
-A ppendix  F  T E  R obert H om er w as listed as a m em ber o f  the 
com m ission , bu t he does not appear on P resbytery  ro lls - he could  
be inv ited  to  sit w ith  the C o m m iss ion , but not as a m em ber. T he 
m inutes do not show  that the candida te  w as ordained  by p rayer and 
laying on o f  hands by P resbytery .
July 26-27, 1985
-page 3 dates o f  m inu tes being approved  not listed (RAO 9-14-3e) 
-page 4 C le rk ’s signature m issing
G E N E R A L  - no record  o f  com pliance  w ith 1985 G A  excep tions. 
T hat P resbytery  be cited  fo r not p rov id ing  m inutes from  Fall 1985 
and January  1986 fo r rev iew . Adopted

16. T hat the m inutes o f  Korean Language and Korean Eastern Presbyteries:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

K orean L anguage - June 16, 1982; F ebruary  8, 1983 ;June  14, 1983 
K orean E astern  - June 15, 1983, F ebruary  7 , 1984

b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:
June 18, 1984
-page 1 there are no ru ling  elders p resen t, therefore  there is not a 
quorum  (BCO 13-4). T his situation  w as true fo r all m eetings o f  the 
K orean L anguage P resby tery , and fo r all but one o f  the K orean 
E astern  P resbytery
-page 2 the person e lec ted  m odera to r, T E  Sang H o N am , does not 
appear on the roll for the m eeting . Is he a m em ber o f  the P resbytery? 
-page 4 New Business: the P resbytery  has fo rm ed fou r “S tew ardsh ip  
C om m ittees” to handle specific  m atters in fou r geographical areas 
o f  the p resbytery . T hese com m ittees seem  to function  as C o m m is
sions. and are ca lled  O versigh t C om m ittees in the June 18-21, 1985 
m inu tes , page 3. T hese should  be ca lled  co m m issions , and perhaps 
appoin ted  annually .
February 4-8, 1985
-page 1 no ru ling  elders enro lled
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June 18-21, 1985
-page 1 only  one ru ling  e ld e r p resen t
-page 3 it appears that th ree T E ’s, Y oo-K w ang  A hn , Y ang B oo
Jhun , and W an Sang L ee have app lied  to  jo in  the P resby tery , but 
they also  appear on the roll on page 1
-page 4 Membership Committee item s 6 , 7 it appears that tw o
m inisters w ere received  w ithout exam ination  (BCO 13-6)
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes 
-no up-to -date  copy  o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules Adopted

17. T hat the m inutes o f  Korean Southwest Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

June 13, 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

July 26, 1983
-iden tifica tion  o f  churches rep resen ted  not show n 
-the roll does not d is tingu ish  T E ’s and  R E ’s; T rea su re r’s report refers 
to  “dues”

-Page 2 cand ida tes and licen tia tes described  as “ full m em bers o f  
P resby tery"

February 10, 1984
-tim e o f  m eeting  not show n page 3,
-item  5 inadequate  report o f  ord ination : w ere the constitu tional q u es
tions propounded?

October 16, 1984
-m inutes o f  p rev ious m eeting  not read  o r approved  
January 29, 1985
-page 1 no account g iven o f  the call fo r th is “ca lled  m eeting”
-page 2 T E  Y ong M an C hung w as received  w ithout “necessary  d o cu 
m ents” and w ithout “ thes is”

-m inutes o f  p rev ious m eeting  not read  o r approved 
February 5, 1985
-reports o f  several oversigh t com m ittees no t included
-m inutes o f  p rev ious m eeting  not read  o r approved
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes
-no up-to -date  copy o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules Adopted

18. T hat the m inutes o f  Louisiana P resbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

May 25, 1985
-C om m ission  acted  beyond  its authority  in receiv ing  the O akdale  
C hurch

July 25, 1985
-T E  K en C ounts should  have been exam ined  on his v iew s only and 
it should  have been stated  so in the m inutes 

-page 4 quorum s not estab lished  fo r the com m issions (BCO 15-2) 
October 12, 1985
-K en C oun ts, a lready o rda ined , w as installed  by the lay ing  on o f  
hands and prayer

-page 6 T he D eridder C hurch  cannot be under the oversigh t o f  B ethel 
C hurch .
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-A ppend ices II and III - o rder o f  service not approved  by the C om m is
sions

November 2, 1985
-page 9 P resbytery  m ay not am end a call (BCO 20-10)
-page 10 quorum  not estab lished  for a com m ission  (BCO 15-2) 
February 15, 1986
-page 12, 1 I .e . a church  w as p laced  under the oversigh t o f  ano ther 
session  (BCO 12-1)

-A ppendix  V , page 2 no quorum  w as estab lished  for the com m ission  
(BCO 15-2)

-A ppendix  V II, para . 8 date and tim e o f  installa tion  w as to  be D e
cem ber 1, 1985, at 6 :30  PM and actual in stalla tion  w as January  12, 
1986 at 6 :00  PM . A lso , there is no m ention  in com m ission  as to 
w ho is be ing  installed .

-R E W . B radford  is listed as a m em ber o f  the com m ission  rather 
than as a v isitor.

G E N E R A L  - All T E ’s should have the ir calls listed in the roll call 
no record  o f  excused  absences from  churches 
no report on in terns, licen tia tes , o r candida tes 
no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes
no up-to -date  copy o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules Adopted

19. T hat the m inutes o f  Mississippi Valley Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout exceptions:

April 30, 1985
b. Be approved  w ith excep tions: none Adopted

20. T hat the m inutes o f  Missouri Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none.
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

May 25, 1985
-page 129 BCO does not recognize a co rrespond ing  m em ber 
-page 129 BCO does not recognize the concep t o f  a bo rrow ed e lder 
-page 130 docum ent # 5  not included  (R A O  9-14-6e)
-page 130 m em bers o f  a court are lim ited  by BCO 130-1 
July 19-20, 1985
-page 131 BCO does not recogn ize  the concep t o f  a bo rrow ed e lder 
-page 132 docum ents A 2 and A3 are not included  (R A O  9-14-6e) 
-page 133 docum ent 7 not included
-page 134 no ind ication  that C hris Y ates w as exam ined  regarding 
C hristian  experience  and call to  p reach the G ospel (BCO 19-5) 

-page 135 no ind ication  that C and idate  Y ates w as exam ined  in w riting 
or orally  concern ing  his inw ard ca ll, p rio r to approval o f  in ternsh ip  
(BCO 19-9)

August 31, 1985
-pages not num bered  (R A O  9 - 14-4a)
-m eeting  not closed  w ith p rayer (R A O  9-14-4a)
September 20-21, 27, 1985
-page 146 m eeting  not c losed  w ith p rayer
October 18-19, 1985
-pages 147, 150 no ind ication  that m in isteria l ob liga tion  w as signed 
(BCO 13-7)
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-page 150 no t c lea r tha t m otion to  g ran t excep tion  passed  by 3/4 
vo te  (BCO 23-1)

-page 151 no record  that John  R ug w as exam ined  fo r o rd ination  
(BCO 21-4) p rio r to  M ay 25 , 1985; no ind ication  that m in isteria l 
ob liga tion  w as signed (BCO 13-7)

January 17-18, 1986
-page 153 m eeting  no t opened  w ith  p rayer (R A O  9-14-4a)
-page 156 not c lea r that exam ination  included  all parts (BCO 13-6) 
-page 156 no ind ication  m in isteria l ob liga tion  w as signed (BCO 13-7) 
-page 157 no reco rd  Scott K roeger w as exam ined  fo r o rd ination  p rio r
to  M ay 25 , 1985. Is he to  be a m em ber o f  M issouri P resbytery?
D id he sign the m in isteria l ob liga tion  (BCO 13-7)?

G E N E R A L  - no report on “ p rogress o f  re lig ion” (BCO 13-10) 
no d irectory  o f  P resbytery  
no roll o f  presbytery  
no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes
no up-to -date  copy o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tanding  R ules Adopted

T hat the m inutes o f  New Jersey Presbytery :
a. Be approved  w ithou t excep tions: none.
b. Be approved  w ith  the excep tions stated:

February 23, 1985
-no quorum  set fo r com m ission  (BCO 15-2)
March 23, 1985
-page 2 m inutes do not indicate w hat type o f  exam  w as being c o n 
ducted

May 18, 1985
-page 5 type o f  exam  not noted
-page 5 no ev idence o f  the intern hav ing  fu lfilled  certa in  requ irem en ts , 
viz.\ co llege and sem inary  deg rees, G reek  and H ebrew  exam s, 
theo log ical thes is, exegesis paper, and p reach ing  a serm on; also , 
w as he asked  as to h is v iew  regard ing  the PC A  C onstitu tion  (B C O  
21-4)?

-page 5 no call issued to  M r. S tringer p rio r to  o rd ination  (this could  
be done by P resbytery  itself)

-pages 8 ,9  quorum s not estab lished  fo r the com m issions (B C O  15-2) 
-page 9 a non-e lder w as p laced on the com m ission  
-page 10 reason no t g iven  fo r d ropp ing  a m an from  the M inisterial 
T ra in ing  P rogram

-page 11 com m ission  d id  not approve o rder o f  serv ice , and did  not 
m eet to  approve its m inutes 

July 12, 1985
-page 1 use o f  “ R ev .”
-page 2 quorum  not estab lished  fo r com m ission  (BCO 15-2)
-page 2 a full s ta tem ent o f  the facts not m ade (BCO 38-1) 
September 21, 1985
-page 4 P resbytery  d iv ided  to  hear can d id a te s ' serm ons 
-page 9 com m ission  to  ordain  W orth  C arson  and its quorum  not 
listed (BCO 15-2)

-page 10 not installation  o f  T E  John S tringer as A ssociate  Pastor
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-page 11 o rder o f  serv ice and  m inu tes not approved  by com m ission  
September 27, 1985
-page 1 an ad journed  sta ted  m eeting  - bu t no ind ication  at Sep tem ber 
21 , 1985 m eeting  that th is m eeting  w as to  take p lace 

-page 3 “M odera to r w ill m ake a rrangem ents fo r in sta lla tion” does 
not m eet requ irem en ts o f  BCO 15

-page 5 though  the com m ission  m inu tes are appended , they  w ere not 
approved

November 16, 1985
-page 6 S hort H ills  C om m ission  - o rder o f  serv ice and m inutes not 
approved  by com m ission ; use o f  “R e v .”

-page 3 com m ission  appo in ted  by m odera to r no t listed  in m inutes 
-page 8 no ind ication  o f  action  on m otion  to  e lec t M r. Payne to 
E xam ination  C om m ittee

-pages 10-13 com m issions (fou r o f  them ) - o rder o f  serv ice and m in
u tes not approved  by com m issions; m inutes no t app roved  by P resby 
tery

January 18, 1986
-page 11 com m ittee  w as never e lec ted  by P resbytery  
G E N E R A L  - docket never listed 
m inutes not signed , no r in p ro p er o rder
no sign ing  o f  m in isteria l ob liga tion  Adopted

22. T hat the m inutes o f  New River P resbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t exceptions:

N ovem ber 8, 1985; M arch  14, 1986
b. Be approved  w ith  the excep tions stated:

July 8-9, 1985
-not opened  w ith  p rayer (BCO 10-5)
-page 5 quorum  fo r com m ission  no t estab lished  (BCO 15-2)
E nglish  B ible d ropped  from  licensure exam  o f  o rdained  m in ister 
from  ano ther denom ina tion , bu t no ex trao rd inary  cond ition  m en
tioned  (BCO 19-2)

-C andidate  not show n to have m et PC A  m em bersh ip  requirem ents 
(BCO 18-2)

-page 6 no quorum  set fo r com m ission  (BCO 15-2)
-no m ention  o f  m ajority  vote to  approve S tand ing  R ules
September 17, 1985
-page 2 no quorum  set fo r com m ission
October 4, 1985
-page 1 no t stated  if  exam inee  fo r o rd ination  served an in ternship  
(BCO 19-7)

-page 2 no quorum  set for com m ission  
July 13, 1985
-not re-opened  w ith  p rayer (BCO 10-5)
-page 4 cand ida te  not exam ined  in C hris tian  experience  on licensure 
exam  (BCO 19-2)

-page 6 no quorum  set fo r com m ission  Adopted
23. T hat the m inutes o f  North Georgia P resbytery:

a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:
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Ju ly  20 , 1985; A ugust 17, 1985; O ctober 19, 1985; N ovem ber 16, 
1985; January  18, 1986

b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:
April 20, 1985
-pages 4 ,5  cand ida tes referred  to  by first nam e only 
-page 5 last paragraph  m otions im properly  listed Adopted

24. T hat the m inutes o f  Texas and North Texas Presbyteries:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

January  28 , 1983; O ctober 1, 1983; June 25 , 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

March 31, 1984
-page 1 N o m otion to receive these m en; no record  o f  their hav ing  
signed the M inisterial O b ligation  

October 26-27, 1984
-pages 2-3 Full S tatem en t o f  the facts not recorded 
January 25, 1985
-A ttachm ent # 2  E lem ents o f  w orsh ip  not p rescribed  in WCF used 
in installation  service 

July 26-27, 1985 
-pages 1-2 U se o f  “ R ev .”
-page 2 D ocket no t prin ted  
October 25-26, 1985 
-page 2 D ocket not prin ted  
-A ttachm ent # 7  U se o f  “ R ev .”
January 24-25, 1986 
-page 2 D ocket no t printed

E xceptions to M inutes o f  N orth T exas P resbytery  
January 25-26, 1986
1. N orth T exas P resbytery  im properly  m odified  the jud ic ia l co m 
m ission ’s report o rig inally  approved  on O ctober 25 -26 , 1985.
2. T he jud ic ia l com m ission  failed  to  deal w ith m atters com m itted  
to its charge , nam ely
a. O ne o f  the charges raised  regarded  an a llegedly  illegal o r im pro

per congregational m eeting . It w as alleged  that there w ere ir
regularities in the en ro llm en t o f  voting  m em bers, in the elec tion  
o f  a “ new  sessio n ,” and in vo ting  to w ithdraw  from  the PC A .

b. The com m ission  failed to  deal w ith allegations by a g roup  o f 
elders and m em bers o f  the congregation  that a p resbytery  co m 
m ission (com m ittee) had acted  im properly .

3. P resby tery  and its com m ission  refused  to  deal w ith m atters o c 
curring  before  the congregations w ithdrew  from  the denom ination , 
a rguing that the church  has now  w ithd raw n , w hen the issue w as 
w hether the congregation  had in fact w ithdraw n p roperly  ( i.e . by a 
m ajority  vote at a properly  ca lled  and constitu ted  m eeting  o f  the 
congregation).
4 . A t the January  25 , 1986 m eeting  presbytery  d isso lved  its jud ic ia l 
com m ission  w ith thanks but fa iled  to  deal w ith p rev ious allegations 
m ade against ano ther presbytery  com m ission  (com m ittee), (see 2b, 
above).
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Source o f  add itional in form ation : See ch rono logy  o f  even ts in “ R eport 
o f  C om m ittee  to  respond  to  pro test da ted  A pril 5 , 1986 .” Adopted 

T hat the m inutes o f  Northeast Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t exceptions:

March 8-9, 1985
b. Be approved  w ith  the excep tions stated:

May 10-11
-page 9 , item  13 no ind ication  if  vote to  am end m anual satisfied  
m ajority  requ irem en t 

July 20, 1985
-m inutes no t signed by S tated  C lerk  
October 11-12, 1985
-m inutes not signed by S tated  C lerk  page 11, item s 9 and 10 
-M odera to r o rdered  ac tions w ithout P resbytery  vote 
-page 19, item  7c no indication  that 3/4 m ajority  approved  invoking 
the extra o rd inary  c lause  (BCO 21-4)

January 10-11, 1986
-page 6 , item  5 , 9; page 7 , item  18; page 11, item  5; docum ents not 
attached

-page 11 TE  R obert M illiken  received  as m em ber o f  P resby tery . The 
only  v iew s sta ted  by h im  on the S abbath  are con trary  to  WCF, WSC, 
and WLC. H e believes that the L o rd ’s D ay is no t the C hristian  
S abbath , and w e can observe the L o rd ’s D ay on any day  o f  the 
w eek! See WCF X X I.7 -8 ; WSC 58-61; WLC 116-119 for d irect 
conflic t. T he m inutes do  not state how  M r. M illiken  c larified  his 
v iew s - o r if  he did - w hen re-exam ined .

-page 12, item s 7 , 8 no indication  o f  quorum  being set fo r co m m is
sions

-page 12, item  8 no record  o f  P resby te ry ’s inquiry o f  c an d id a te 's  
position  on PC A  C onstitu tion  (BCO 21-4)

-page 12, item  8 no copy  o f  call to M r. K w ong in the m inutes 
-page 13 d isso lu tion  o f  pastoral relation  betw een  T E  Jim  G riffith  and 
Park St. C hurch  not form ally  effec ted  by P resbytery  before  tran sfe r

ring h im  to Sou thw est P resbytery  (BCO 23-1)
-page 15 page is m issing 
-m inutes not signed by S tated  C lerk
G E N E R A L  - no report o f  “progress o f  re lig ion” (BCO 13-10)

Adopted
26. T hat the m inutes o f  Northern Illinois P resbytery:

a. Be approved  w ithou t excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

July 26, 1985
-m inutes not signed  (R A O  9-14-7)
-m inutes not approved  (R A O  9-14-3e)
October 26, 1985
-m inutes not approved  (R A O  9-14-3e)
-page 5 , item  13. f. com m ission  appo in ted  w as unnam ed 
-page 7 , item  18.A . com m ission  appo in ted  w as unnam ed 
December 7, 1985
-m inutes no t approved  (R A O  9-14-3e)
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G E N E R A L  - that P resby tery  be cited  fo r no t supp ly ing  fo r review
the m inutes o f  January , 1986 S tated  M eeting
no up-to -date  copy o f  the S tand ing  R ules Adopted

27. T hat the m inutes o f  Oklahoma P resbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

October 11-12, 1985
-page 5, section  (7) (b) P resbytery  d id  not exam ine cand ida te  in 
G reek  and H ebrew , c iting  as the reason , the p rev ious licensure 
exam . B ut, there is no language exam  for licensure . A 3/4 vo te  to 
w aive this requ irem en t w ould  have been necessary  (BCO 21-4) 

-page 1 ru ling  e lder roll does no t include the nam e o f  the churches 
they represen t

-page 4 additional ru ling  e lders are apparen tly  added  to  the roll o f  
this m eeting  o f  P resby tery , no ting  th e ir respective chu rches , but not 
their nam es

-page 6 no estab lishm en t o f  quorum  fo r the com m ission  (BCO 15-2) 
-page 11 a change in the ir by law s w ith  no ind ication  o f  the necessary  
2/3 m ajority  

November 18, 1985
-m inutes o f  a called  m eeting  do  no t include the call sta ting  verbatim  
the purpose o f  the m eeting  (R A O  9-14-4b)

-no ind ication  that m eeting  w as ca lled  at the request o f  o r in co n cu rr
ence w ith 2 T E ’s and 2 R E ’s from  at least 3 d ifferen t churches

(BCO 13-11)
-no declaration  o f  quorum -pages are not num bered
-the roll o f  T E ’s and R E ’s fails to  no te  the ir respective churches
G E N E R A L  - no up-to -date  copy o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tanding  R ules

28. T hat the m inutes o f  Pacific Presbytery : Adopted
a. Be approved  w ithout exceptions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

April 26-27, 1985
-page 6 , section  19-2 P resbytery  sustained  exam  for o rd ination  o f  
cand ida te  w ho stated  excep tion  to  BCO in areas o f  Sabbath  keeping 
and m ode o f  bap tism

-page 11, section  30 P resbytery  sustained  exam  fo r o rd ination  o f  
candidate w ho stated exception to Westminster Confession on Sabbath- 
keeping

-no record  o f  report on in terns (BCO 19-12)
May 31 - June 1, 1985
-page 3, section  9-1 P resbytery  susta ined  exam  for licensure o f  can d i
date w ho sta ted  excep tions to  WCF on Sabbath  recrea tion , and BCO 
on m ode o f  baptism

-page 4 , section  9-2  P resbytery  susta ined  exam  fo r licensure o f  can d i
date  w ho stated  excep tions on con tinu ing  valid ity  and  ob liga tion  o f  
Sabbath  observance , and on tim e fram ew ork  o f  creation  

-page 6 , section  15-2 no reco rd  o r approval o f  c an d id a te ’s serm on 
on exam  for licensure (BCO 19-20)

-page 9 , section  19-1 P resbytery  sustained  exam  fo r licensure o f
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cand ida te  w ho sta ted  excep tion  to  WCF on recrea tion  on the Sabbath  
-page 11, section  24-1 no record  o f  approval o f  T E  to  labo r ou tside 
bounds o f  P resby tery  (BCO 13-2)

-page 13 m inu tes no t signed by c lerk  (R A O  9-14-7 )
September 27-28, 1985
-page 2 no reco rd  is m ade o f  w hether churches not rep resen ted  by 
R E ’s w ere excused  o r not (R A O  9-14-3g)

-page 5, section  16-c P resby tery  susta ined  exam  for o rd ination  o f  
candidate  w ho sta ted  excep tion  to  WLC on S abbath  observance , 

-no  record  o f  report on in terns (BCO 19-12)
-m inutes no t signed  by clerk  (R A O  9-14-7)
October 26, 1985
-m inutes no t signed  by clerk  (R A O  9-14-7)
January 24-25, 1986
-page 2 no record  is m ade o f  w hether o r no t churches no t rep resen ted  
by R E ’s w ere excused  (R A O  9-14-3g)

-page 3, section  12 no record  is m ade o f  P resbytery  action  to  receive 
the report o f  the com m ission  (R A O  9-14-4c)

-page 6 , section  16c P resby tery  sustained  exam  fo r o rd ination  o f  
cand ida te  w ho sta ted  excep tions to  WCF on Sabbath  and civ il m ag is
trate

-page 7 , section  16e P resbytery  sustained  exam  fo r recep tion  o f  TE  
w ho stated  excep tion  to  WCF on rep robation  o f  non-e lec t 

-none o f  the append ices m en tioned  in the m inu tes w ere attached 
(R A O  9-14-6e)

-m inutes no t signed by c lerk  (R A O  9-14-7)
G E N E R A L  - no record  o f  rev iew  o f  sessional m inutes (BCO 40-3) 
no report on “p rogress o f  re lig ion” (BCO 13-10) 
no up-to -date  copy o f  P resb y te ry ’s S tand ing  R ules Adopted

T hat the m inutes o f  Pacific Northwest Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t excep tions: M ay 3, 1985; M ay 30 , 1985; July 

25, 1985
b. Be approved  w ith  the excep tions stated:

March 22-23, 1985
-page 1 no decla ra tion  o f  quorum
-page 2 no quorum  set fo r com m ission  to  ordain  J. C am eron  F raser 
(BCO 15-2)

-page 2 no quorum  set for com m ission  to  d isso lve  pastoral re la tionsh ip  
(BCO 15-2)

-page 4 no ind ication  o f  2/3 m ajority  fo r change in S tand ing  R ules
September 27-28, 1985
-page 14 no decla ra tion  o f  quorum
-page 15 M r. L inden resigned  from what? (C om m ittee , w e assum e.) 
Should  th is not be sta ted? It appears , in con tex t, that he w as resign ing  
from  P resbytery  and jo in in g  the B rethren  C hurch .

-page 15 no reco rd  o f  p roceed ings o f  com m ission  to  ordain  M r. 
F raser, no r o f  approval o f  report by P resbytery  (BCO 15-1)

-page 18 quorum  not set for com m ission  to  o rdain  M r. Sm ed 
November 7, 1985
-page 22 no quorum  set for com m ission  to install M r. H arrell
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G E N E R A L  - no report on “p rogress o f  re lig ion" (BCO 13-10) 
no up-to -date  copy o f  P resb y te ry 's  S tand ing  R ules Adopted

30. T hat the m inutes o f  Palmetto Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: January  26 , 1984; M arch 10, 1984; 

A pril 26 , 1984; O ctober 25 , 1984; Ju ly  25 , 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

November 18, 1983
-purpose o f  called  m eeting  not stated 
July 26, 1984
-page 12, # 3 -3 6  no m ention m ade o f  the am oun t o f  com pensation  
o r, from  w hat source 

January 24, 1985
page 1 w ritten  notice o f  p lace o f  m eeting  not included  in m inutes; 
the O ctober 25, 1984, m eeting  w as ad journed  w ithout a d e te rm in a
tion as to  w here to  m eet (P resbytery  M anual, I. l .B .)

-page 17 P resbytery  transg ressed  its ju risd ic tio n  by gran ting  p erm is
sion fo r an organ ization  to  approach  its churches 

March 12, 1985
-no indication  if  notice w as sent 10 days in advance 
April 25, 1985
-page 20 no record  to  ascertain  if com plain t w as received  by M od
era to r o r C lerk 

September 30, 1985
-no record  to show  if  p resbyters received  le tter o f  ca lled  m eeting  in 
tim e.

October 24, 1985
-page 4 approval o f  m inutes o f  S ep tem ber 30 , 1985, w as postponed  
until a fter the response o f  the A dm in istra tion  C om m ittee ; bu t. P res
bytery  failed  to do  so

-page 19 m otion should have been a substitu te  m otion , ra ther than 
“the above m otion  w as held in abeyance ;” 8-68 w ould  then  be 
unnecessary  

February 22, 1986
-page 4 no m ention m ade o f  a m otion to adjourn  th is called  m eeting

Adopted
31. T hat the m inutes o f  Philadelphia Presbytery:

a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions s ta ted :S ep tem ber 13, 1985 

-city in w hich P resbytery  m et is om itted
-page 1 date o f  prev ious m inutes is om itted  
-page 1 A ttachm ent # 6  is from  C alvary  P resbytery ; 
no apparen t correspondence  from  C ovenan t P resbyterian  C hurch , 
A m bler, is a ttached

-page 2 A ttachm ent # 8  refers to tw o m eetings o f  P resbytery  at 
G eneral A ssem bly  at w hich ac tions o r ag reem en ts w ere m ade (3rd 
parag raph), yet no call o r m inutes are availab le . Such m inu tes could  
not have prev iously  been approved . T he con tex t o f  the attachm en t 
supports m eetings o f  the P resbytery  since the report ind icates that 
the com m ittee  is fo llow ing  P resb y te ry ’s action or desires 

-page 22 the reason for tran sfe r and d ropping  should  be noted
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November 18, 1985
-location o f  church  is not recorded
-page 1 no date o f  m inu tes that w ere approved
-page 1 com m ission  should  be d isso lved
-page 2 all com m issions should  be d isso lved  (no ind ication  o f  p erm a
nent com m issions). R eports # 7  and  # 9  do  not list m em bers, no 
report reflec ts any m inu tes o f  com m ission  ac tion . # 7  is a report by 
bu lle tin  only .

-page 6 approval o f  call o f  T E  N a is recorded ; h ow ever, there is no 
com m ission  report, only  a reference  to  it in the A bM  report in 
A ttachm ent # 1 5 .  T hat sam e attachm en t also  ind icates the installa tion  
o f  T E  Y oast, yet there again  is no com m ission  report to  the P resby 
tery . T he A bM  report also  recom m ends receiv ing  T E  M oore and 
T E  R ah; no action  is taken  until M arch 14, 1986, on M oore and 
any action  re la ted  to  Rah is no t found , includ ing  h is no t being  listed 
in the roll o f  P resby tery .

January 10, 1986
-page 1 the date o f  the m inutes approved  not listed 
March 14, 1986
-page 1 the date o f  the m inutes approved  no t listed 
-page 2 the d isposition  o f  an am endm ent is not recorded  
-page 2 no reference  to  com m ission  report o r any au thority  to o rganize 
church

G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes
no up-to -date  copy  o f  the P resbytery  S tand ing  R ules Adopted

T hat the m inutes o f  Siouxlands Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t exceptions: none.
b. Be approved  w ith  the excep tions stated:

April 25, 1985
-page 2 m inutes iden tified  as 13th stated  m eeting  bu t no t by date 
-page 4 P resbytery  reconvened  bu t no ind ication  o f  the change in date 
-pages 3 ,4  K orzep  and C athey  presen t for o rd ination  exam s “brought 
a d evo tiona l” w hereas the BCO requ ires that a  serm on be p reached  

-pages 5-7 no calls a ttached  for C athey , K orzep , Sm ith , o r Lee 
-page 6 no record  o f  exam  o f  T E  John  Sm ith  
-K orzep  and C athey  presen t fo r o rd ination  exam s should  have been 
included in the roll as cand ida tes p resen t for exam ination .

June 17, 1985
-page 1 im possib le  to de term ine  if subscribers to the call represen ted  
three d ifferen t churches 

September 26, 1985
-page 2 the date  o f  the m inutes is not g iven
-page 3 w ritten  request fo r M ission  status should  be an attachm en t 
-pages 9 -10  no record  o f  action  on exam  o f  T E  D ark or his accep tance 
into P resbytery

-page 13 person not nam ed for c losing  p rayer 
January 24, 1986
-page 2 date o f  m eeting  not included
-page 8 no approval for the form ation  o f  a com m ission  to  o rganize
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T rin ity  PC  as a particu lar church  and install T E  Sm ith  as pasto r. A 
C om m ission  w as appo in ted  at the S ep tem ber 25 , 1985 m eeting  to  
install TE  Sm ith  as E vangelist and organ iz ing  pasto r; h o w ev er, it 
w as d isso lved  at the S ep tem ber 16, 1985 m eeting .

G E N E R A L  - S tated  C le rk ’s report should  have been  in the m inutes 
no list o f  candida tes and licen tia tes
no up-to -date  copy o f  S tand ing  R ules Adopted

33. T hat the m inutes o f  South Texas Presbytery:
a. Be approved w ithout excep tion :

O ctober 27 , 1984; Ju ly  26 -27 , 1985; O ctober 25 -26 , 1985; January  
24-25 , 1986

b. Be approved  w ith exceptions: none.
G E N E R A L  - all m inutes need to  have pages num bered , no list o f  
cand ida tes and licen tiates Adopted

34. T hat the m inutes o f  Southeast Alabama Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none.
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

June 4, 1985
-page 1 m odera to r not e lec ted  to  a  defin ite  term  (BCO 10-3)85-4-8 
append ices not a ttached  as stated .
-on M inisters and C and idates report, fa ilu re  to  p rov ide su ffic ien t 
inform ation  (BCO 23-1 , RAO 9 -13-3)
October 22, 1985
-85-5-1 m eeting not opened  w ith p rayer 
-pages o f  m inutes not num bered  
December 17, 1985 
-pages not num bered
-recognition  o f  quorum  not com plied  w ith absences and excuses not
recognized
January 28, 1986
-86-1-1 pages not num bered
G E N E R A L  - no list o f  cand ida tes and licentiates
no up-to -date  copy o f  S tand ing  R ules Adopted

35. T hat the m inutes o f  Southern Florida Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions: none
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

April 16, 1985
-page 4 , # 7 B , 1, 2 reports o f  com m issions m erely  received , not 
approved (BCO 15-1)
-page 5, # 1 0 ,  B no ind ication  requ irem en t o f  BCO 21-4  regard ing
"C onfession  o f  Faith , C a tech ism s, and BCO P C A " w as m et
-page 5, # 1 0 ,  B "R e v .” used repeated ly
-page 6 , # 1 4  identical to  4 /16 /85 , p . 9 , # 2 4
-m inutes not signed
July 16, 1985
-page 4 . # 9  there is no w ritten  repo rt, w hich com plica tes the p roblem  
-# 9 B  does not reflect action by 13th G A  “ E xception  1/15/85 (6 ) ."  
-# 9 C  adds 2 T E s and 1 R E , w hile # 9 F  rem oves 1 R E; b u t, a 
com plete  list is not g iven
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- # 9 E  is not in confo rm ity  w ith BCO 15-2 regard ing  setting  the 
quorum
-page 7, # 8 ,  C , 6 P resby tery  d iv ided  to h ear serm ons 
-page 8, # 8 ,  H Session  and P resbytery  d id  no t techn ica lly  follow  
p rocedure o f  BCO 23 -1 , in that there w as no reco rd  o f  the Session 
requesting  and receiv ing  from  P resby tery  an excep tion .
-page 10, # 1 4 ,C  C hris tian  Ed C om m ittee  report no t a ttached  
-page 11, # 1 7 ,  B Jud ic ia l com m ission  is no t iden tified ; the vote w as 
on a  m otion to  “rece ive” the report, w hereas BCO 15-1 requ ires 
e ither approving  or d isapp rov ing . M otion w as d efeated . D id P resby
tery not hear the repo rt, o r did it d isapprove the report?
October 15, 1985
-page 3, # 4  correc tions m ade to  7 /16 m inu tes , but no ind ication  
they w ere then approved

-page 4 , # 7  no ind ication  that S tated  C le rk ’s report w as approved  
by P resbytery  neither the changes no r the excep tion  to G A ’s ex cep 
tion

-page 9, # 2 0 ,  Is not c lea r that Session and P resbytery  fo llow ed  
p rocedure o f  BCO 23-1

-page 10, # 2 3  lack ing  m inutes read and approved  by the jud ic ia l 
com m ission , and  lacking a w ritten  report to  P resbytery  o th er than 
the attached  sta tem en t and M r. M ad d o x ’s le tte r, it is no t c lea r exactly  
w hat the P resbytery  approved  in # 2 3  D. N o ind ication  that BCO 
33 and 36 w ere fo llow ed , and in light o f  the appended  le tter from  
M r. M addox there  is no reason g iven  fo r not app ly ing  p rov isions 
o f  BCO 37.

January 26, 1986
-page 8, # 7 ,  B,1 com m ission  m inutes do not show  nor does the 
incom plete  copy  o f  serv ice bulle tins ind icate  that BCO p rocedure 
w as fo llow ed.

-pages 8-9 , # 8 ,  B , 1-7 no ind ication  that specific  requ irem en ts o f 
BCO 21-4  w ere m et.

-page 10, # 1 2 ,  F by approving  M T W  com m ittee  m inu tes “ as a 
w h o le ,"  did P resbytery  in tend to im plem ent Item  # 3  o f  the attached  
M T W  m inutes? Adopted

36. T hat the m inutes o f  Southwest Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithou t excep tions:

Sep tem ber 26 -27 , 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

April 25-26, 1985
-page 85-18 m eeting  should  d ism iss w ith p rayer 
-page 85-25 P resbytery  invited  to  p reach  a m in ister w ho is a m em ber 
o f  a denom ination  that is under our d isc ip line  {MIGA,  “ A ddress to 
All C h u rc h e s .. .” )

January 25, 1986
-page 86-5 , Item  4 Substitu te  m otion m ade, but second  passed not 
c lear. Adopted

37. T hat the m inutes o f  Tennessee Valley P resbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:
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A pril 8 , 1986
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

July 9, 1985
-page 2 R eports o f  com m ission  to  install T E  C ushm an  and  T E  
B aden not included (RAO 9-14-6e)

-page 3 Q uorum  fo r com m ission  no t specified  (BCO 15-2)
-page 4 It does not appear that cand ida te  w as charged
-page 4 C om m ission  required  to d isso lve  a pasto ra te ; no report
attached; w hole p rocedure is in question  (BCO 23-1 ,RAO  9- 14-6e) 

October 8, 1985
-page 5 N o record  o f  T E  C am p b e ll’s re lease from  S ioux lands P res
bytery  (BCO 20-9); he w as no t exam ined  o r approved  by T ennessee  
V alley  P resbytery  - at least no record  in p rev ious m inutes 

-page 5 N o indication  M r. W illicom be w as charged  
November 12, 1985
-page 2 Q uorum  not specified  (BCO 15-2)
January 11, 1986
-page 6 Q uorum  not specified  (BCO 15-2)
-page 5 P resbytery  should  have stated  reasons fo r om ission  o f  parts
o f  exam  (BCO 19-1)

-page 5 P resbytery  has not stated  if  T E  Long resigned  from  P resbytery  
and , if  no t, is he laboring  inside o r ou tside P resbytery  bounds. 
Person closing  in p rayer is not nam ed.

G EN E R A L : no list o f  cand ida tes and licen tia tes 
no up-to -date  copy o f  S tand ing  R ules
no “progress o f  re lig ion" report (BCO 13-10) Adopted

38. T hat the M inutes o f  Warrior Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout excep tions:

S ep tem ber 5 , 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tion  stated:

April 16, 1985
D ate not g iven for m inutes approved  (R A O  9-14-3e)
July 16, 1985
13.205 C hurch  not received  in o rderly  fashion 
13.210 A ppendix  b is m issing  
13.228 Im proper use o f  “R ev .”
October 15, 1985
13.415 R ecords are to  be kep t o f  com m uning  and non-com m uning  
m em bers, not active and inactive (BCO 12-8)
13.430 N o quorum  stated  for com m ission  (BCO 15-2)
January 21, 1986 N o m ention  o f  approval o f  p rev ious m inutes 
G EN E R A L : N o report on “p rogress o f  re lig ion” (BCO 13-10) 
pages o f  m inutes are not num bered
G eneral A ssem bly gu idelines for keep ing  presbytery  m inutes as 
prin ted  in W arrio r P resb y te ry 's  m inutes is not up -to -date  Adopted

39. T hat the M inutes o f  Western Carolina Presbytery:
a. Be approved  w ithout exceptions:

September 12, 1985
b. Be approved  w ith the excep tions stated:

April 20, 1985
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-page 34 C and idate  and E xam  C om m ittee  R eport not included  
July 16, 1985
-page 58 , # 5  Setting  up o f  quorum  as “ any fou r m em bers” is not in 
com p liance  w ith  BCO 15-2 

November 9, 1985
-page 83 , # 5  BCO 15-2 requires a m in im um  o f  tw o TE s and  tw o  R Es. 
G E N E R A L : N o list o f  cand ida tes and licen tiates Adopted

40 . T hat the M inutes o f  Westminster Presbytery :
a. Be approved  w ithout exceptions:

Ju ly  20 , 1985, O ctober 19, 1985; D ecem ber 10, 1985, January  18, 
1986, M arch 18, 1986

b. Be approved  w ith excep tions: N one Adopted
A R eport on E xceptions T aken  by P rev ious G eneral A ssem blies and  P resbytery  
R esponses
1. R ecom m end that the G enera l A ssem bly  approve the fo llow ing  p re

sb y te rie s’ responses to  the excep tions taken  by the T h irteen th  G eneral 
A ssem bly  (and p rio r A ssem blies w here no t p rev iously  dealt w ith): 
C a lvary , C entral C aro lina , C en tra l F lo rida , C en tra l G eo rg ia , E astern  
C anada, G race, G reat Lakes, G u lf C oast, Illiana, K orean L anguage/K orean 
E astern , L ou isiana, M issou ri, N ew  Jersey , N ew  R iver, N orth  T exas, 
N orthern  Illino is, O k lahom a, Pacific , Pacific  N orthw est, P h iladelph ia , 
S ou thw est, T ennessee  V alley , W estern  C aro lina , W estm inste r

Adopted
2. R ecom m end that the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the responses o f  the 

fo llow ing  p resbyteries w ith the excep tions sta ted , o r w ith  the special 
no tations set out:
a. Ascension: T hat the P resby tery  be cited  fo r no t fu rn ish ing  a “ progress 

o f  re lig ion” report.
It is hereby  no ted  that A scension  P resby tery  d id  respond  to  the ex cep 
tion  regard ing  b. ( l ) (a )  noted  last year, but that its accep tab ility  w ill 
be determ ined  by the action  on the jud ic ia l case , B ogue et al. vs. 
A scension P resbytery

b. Eastern Carolina: T hat the P resbytery  be cited  for no t hav ing  re 
sponded  sa tisfac to rily  to  excep tion  to  m inu tes o f  January  2 8 ,1 9 8 4 .

c. Evangel: T hat the P resby tery  be cited  fo r no t respond ing  sa tisfac to rily  
to  the excep tion  regard ing  “p rogress o f  re lig io n .”

d. Korean Southwest: T hat the P resbytery  be d irec ted  to  co rrec t ex cep 
tions (5 ), (7 ), and  (8) from  last y e a r’s G eneral A ssem bly .

e. Northeast: T hat the P resbytery  be cited  fo r failu re  to  co rrec t ex cep 
tion  taken on O ctober 12-13, 1984, regard ing  BCO 7 -3 ; and on 
January  11-12, 1985, regard ing  B C O  13-10.

f. Warrior: T hat the P resbytery  be cited  fo r failu re  to report on “p ro g 
ress o f  re lig io n .” Adopted

3. R ecom m end that the G enera l A ssem bly  cite the fo llow ing  presby teries 
for failure to respond  to excep tions taken  by the T h irteen th  G enera l 
A ssem bly:
D elm arva , Jam es R iver, M ississipp i V alley , N orth  G eo rg ia , P alm etto , 
South  T exas Adopted

4. R ecom m end that the G eneral A ssem bly  cite the fo llow ing  presby teries 
for inadequate  o r unsatisfactory  response to excep tions taken  by the T hir-
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teenth  G eneral A ssem bly:
a. Covenant: unsatisfactory

G R O U N D S: It is not c lea r that P resby tery  acted  on th is report: the 
c lerk  said , “T he response  should  have been  m en tioned  by the A dm in 
istration  C om m ittee , how ever w as left ou t o f  th e ir report on the floor 
o f  p resbytery  and subsequen tly  left ou t o f  the m in u tes .”

b . Siouxlands: inadequate
c. Southeast Alabama: unsatisfac to ry  in tha t no specific  action  to  each 

excep tion  w as taken .
d. Southern Florida: unsatisfactory  response  to  excep tion  taken  reg ard 

ing BCO 21-4  Adopted
C . A R eport on P resbyteries failure to  p rov ide m inutes: T hat the fo llow ing  P res

by teries be cited  regard ing  these m inutes:
1. Central Georgia - A pril 8 , 1986
2. Mississippi V alley-June 14, 1985, O ctober 15, 1985, F ebruary  18, 1986
3. New Jersey - M arch 15, 1986 Adopted

IV. A Report Concerning Items Forwarded to the Committee, and General 
Recommendations:
A. R egard ing  C om m unication  # 2  p. 34 - recom m end  the fo llow ing  response: 

W ith  regard  to  the C om m unication  assigned  to  R eview  and C ontro l from  
Judicial B usiness:
Whereas, E lders F. S tefani and R obert A . O derk irk , by th e ir ow n sum m ary  
o f  even ts , indicate they  “renounce  the com m union  o f  th is church  by jo in in g  
som e o ther evangelical ch u rch ” (BCO 38-4); and
Whereas, E astern  C anada P resby tery  correc ted  im proper suspension  and re 
scinded  subsequent suspensions by w ithdraw ing  charges; and 
Whereas, E astern  C anada P resbytery  answ ered  the position  papers that w ere 
subsequently  transm itted  by S tefani and O derk irk  to  the S tated  C lerk  and 
w ere ju d g ed  by the p resby tery  to  be w ithout basis excep t w here suspensions 
w ere rescinded  and charges w ere w ithdraw n; and
Whereas, there are no re fe rences, com p la in ts, appeals, m em oria ls , e tc. from  
any PC A  officers o r m em bers;
Be it resolved that the R eview  and C ontro l C om m ittee  request E astern  C anada 
P resbytery  to  evalua te  w hether o r not the G race C hurch  Session , N ov. 16, 
1985, exceeded  the perm issib le  response  o f  BCO 38-4  and take appropriate  
action;
Be it further resolved that the C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontro l recom m end  
no fu rther notice be taken  o f  the com m unication  from  E lders F. S tefani and 
R obert A . O derk irk . Adopted

B. G enera l R ecom m endations
1. R ecom m end tha t a general rem inder be m ade to  all P resby teries o f  their 

ob ligation  to  record  specific excep tions to S ession  m inu tes (BCO 40 -3 ).
Adopted

V. A Report on Miscellaneous Items
A . R ecom m end  that all P resby teries w hose m inutes w ere approved  w ithout ex cep 

tion  be com m ended .
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B.

C .

R ecom m end that the A ssem bly  acknow ledge the receip t o f  these m inu tes w ith 
the understand ing  that they  will be rev iew ed  by the F ifteen th  G eneral A ssem 
bly:
Calvary:
Eastern Carolina:
Illiana:
Missouri:
North Texas:
Oklahoma:

Siouxlands:
South Texas: 
Tennessee Valley: 
Westminster:

4 -24-86
5-03-86  
4 -12-86  
4 -1 8 ,1 9 -8 6  
4 -2 5 ,2 6 -8 6
4 -1 1 ,1 2 -8 6
5-23-86  
4 -24-86
4 -2 5 ,2 6 -8 6
5-20-86
4 -19-86
5-13-86

G R O U N D S: R A O  9-11-2  excludes from  rev iew  all m inutes o f  m eetings held  
after the 75 days p rio r to  the A ssem bly . Adopted
Item s referred  to  the P erm anen t C om m ittee  on Jud icial B usiness (PC JB )
1. R ecom m end to  re fe r the N orth  T exas P resbytery  m inutes w hich refer to 

the N orth D allas P resbyterian  C hurch  m atte r to  the PC JB  fo r thorough  
investiga tion , specifically  w ith reference  to  the alleged  congregational 
m eeting  w hich institu ted  these ac tions referred  to  in the m inutes.

Adopted
2. R ecom m end that the m atte r o f  the Jud ic ia l C om m ission  o f  Southern  

F lorida regard ing  R E M addox  be referred  to  the PC JB  fo r p roper inves
tigation . Adopted

3. R ecom m end that K orean SW  and K orean  E astern  P resby teries be d irected  
by the 14th G A  to m eet w ith the p roper quorum  and to  ratify  ac tions and 
m inutes o f  m eetings listed in Part III, A , 16-17 o f  this report. Adopted

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
R oland B arnes, C hairm an 
Frank J. Sm ith , Secretary

C om m issioners Present:
Presbytery Commissioner
A scension TE L aw rence B. O ldaker
C entral F lorida T E A. C arlton  H eil
C entral G eorg ia T E R oland  S. B arnes
Eastern C anada T E H ow ard  M cPhee
E astern  C aro lina RE B obby Farm er
G u lf C oast RE Ju lian  G ibson
Louisiana RE B obby G . B laylock
M issouri T E L aw rence L unceford
New  Jersey T E Jam es Sm ith
New  R iver RE V irgil R oberts
North G eorg ia RE R. Ferguson
N ortheast T E Frank  J. Sm ith
N orthern Illinois TE E. C row ell C ooley
North T exas TE Seth  S koln itsky
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Presbytery
P alm etto
Southeast A labam a 
S ou thern  F lorida 
T ennessee  V alley  
W estm inster

T E  D avid  G . K . H ow e 
T E  Jam es E . R ich ter

T E  Jam es M . H ope 
T E  T om m y Jam es 
R E  D avid  S incere

Commissioner

T E  R . L aird  H arris resum ed the chair.

14-89 Report of Judicial Commission to Adjudicate Case # 8
T E  W illiam  H . S m ith , chairm an  led the A ssem bly  in p rayer and p resen ted  the 

report o f  the com m ission . T he A ssem bly  voted  to receive and approve the C o m m iss io n ’s 
s ta tem ent o f  the case and the ju d g m en t rendered , includ ing  the adv ice , all o f  w hich 
w as ordered  en tered  upon the m inutes and accep ted  as the A ssem b ly ’s action  and 
ju d g m en t in the case. T he M inutes w ere am ended  to  include reference  to  te lephone 
call to  the chairm an  o f  the Jud ic ia l B usiness C om m ittee  by m em bers o f  the C om m ission .

Adopted

Case #8 : Complaint of TE Eric Dye et al. against Missouri Presbytery
T he undersigned  e lders o f  M issouri P resby tery  com plain  against the fo llow ing  

ac tions o f  M issouri P resby tery  and its o fficers and defense  law yers in connection  w ith 
the case o f  the R ev. G eorge  S tulac and do  so in term s o f  the specific  com plain ts listed 
below :
C om plain t # 1 .  T he action o f  the m odera to r in ru ling  a m otion  to  d ism iss the charge  

to  be in o rder befo re the m andated  jud ic ia l p rocedure  had  been com pleted  
and o f  the court in sustain ing  such a ru ling  (this action  took  p lace befo re  the 
defense w itnesses had been  exam ined  and c ro ss-exam ined , and befo re  the 
argum ents o f  the p ro secu to r, the accused  and the response  o f  the p ro secu to r 
had  even been  heard; this action  took  p lace  on S atu rday , S ep tem ber 21 , 1985, 
see the typed transcrip t o f  the tr ia l, the  rem arks o f  the m odera to r and p ro secu 
tion [inaccurately  labeled  defense] on page 98 , the question  pu t and voted  on 
pages 99-100 , the rem arks o f  the prosecu tion  on page 96 , in the co n tex t o f  
pages 95 -100 , and a lso  refer to the rem arks o f  the defense  on page 7).
a. BCO 32-15 m andates that “the fo llow ing  o rder shall be o b se rv ed ,”
b. T he advice o f  the S tated  C lerk  o f  the G enera l A ssem bly  g iven a fter 

consu lta tion  w ith  the C hairm an  o f  the Jud icial C om m ittee , and p rev iously  
requested  by the P rosecu to r in an tic ipation  o f  th is m otion w hich had been 
p rev iously  indicated  as con tem pla ted  by the D efense law yers , w as read 
to  the court (see attached),

c. T he princip les o f  BCO 42-3  w ere b rough t to  the atten tion  o f  the court 
w hich indicate the g rounds fo r an appeal (and p resum ab ly  a lso  for a 
com plain t) such as, “ any irregularity  in the proceed ings o f  the low er 
court; ...d ec lin in g  to  receive p roper ev idence; hu rry ing  to a decision  
befo re  all testim ony is tak en ,; m anifesta tion  o f  p re jud ice  in the case; and 
m istake or in justice  in the ju d g m e n t. . . ,”

d. T he court found it in o rder to  vote on the charge  even  though  the w itnesses 
fo r the defense  had not been  exam ined  or cro ss-exam ined , the p ro secu to r 
had  not been h eard , the accused  had  no t been  heard , and the c losing  
p resen tation  o f  the p rosecu to r had  not been heard , and furtherm ore  the 
m andated  o rder is that the vote shall be taken  a fter these item s have 
occurred  and the m em bers m ay express th e ir op in ion  (BCO 32-15).
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C om plain t # 2 .  T he action  o f  the court in d ism issing  the charge  “w ith  respect to 
sta tem ents involv ing  (1) doctrina l dev ia tion  and (2) harm fu l vacilla tion  co n 
cern ing  the con tinuation  o f  the (revela to ry ) g ift o f  p rophecy , w hich  are con trary  
to  the W ord  o f  G o d .. .” (this action  took p lace by m otion  on S a tu rday , S ep
tem ber 21 , 1985; see pages 106 and 107, the rem arks o f  the m odera to r and 
the actual vo te , in the con tex t o f  pages 95-107  o f  the transcrip tion ).
a. T he court acted  procedura lly  con trary  to  the p rov isions o f  the Book o f 

Church Order as ind icated  by the a fo rem entioned  item s listed u nder our 
first com plain t,

b. T he court d ism issed  a charge w hich it had  accep ted  from  the A d H oc 
C om m ittee  on the basis o f  w h ich , and w ithou t excep tion  o r a ltera tion , it 
had en tered  into jud ic ia l p rocess (see the m inu tes o f this m eeting ),

c. T he accused  acknow ledged  in h is defense  paper that this charge rep 
resen ted  his position , nam ely , that the g ift o f  p rophecy  con tinued  (see 
the defense paper o f  the accused , the last tw o  paragraphs on  the bottom  
on page 3 and the th ird  parag raph  from  the bo ttom  o f  page 4  o f  the 
section  on “P rophecy” o f  “R esponses to  M issouri P resb y te ry ’s A d H oc 
C om m ittee  R e p o rt...Ju ly , 1985"),

d . The accused  neither den ied  the reality  o r tru th fu lness o f  the charge  nor 
indicated  any change w ith  regard  to h is p osition , and yet the cou rt d ism is
sed the charge ,

e . T he court gave no g round  o r basis fo r its action  in the m otion it adopted  
so that there is no stated  reason  fo r such an ac tion ,

f. T he m over o f  the m otion  (please refer to  the transcrip tion  reco rd  at this 
po in t, S atu rday , S ep tem ber 21 , 1985, nam ely , the rem arks o f  M r. A kin 
on pages 95 , 96) appealed  to  BCO 34-5 as a g rounds fo r d ism issing  
charge . In heed ing  the m otion o f  the m over and the g rounds he c ited , 
the court determ ined  that if  a  charge  is not heresy  o r schism  w hich  w ould 
w arran t deposition , o r if  it d id  not strike at the v ita ls o f  re lig ion  and w as 
not industriously  sp read , it should  no t be ad jud ica ted  at a ll. T h is is 
con trary  to  the Book o f Church Order's ow n determ ination  o f  w hat is 
“an o ffense , the p roper ob jec t o f  jud ic ia l p ro cess ,” nam ely , “ any th ing  in 
the doctrine o r practice  o f  a church  m em ber p ro fessing  faith  in C hrist 
w hich is con trary  to the W ord  o f  G od” (BCO 29-1) and w hich  m ay not 
be heresy  or sch ism , e tc .,  and w hich m ay receive a lesser censure  than 
deposition  (BCO 30). T he cou rt substitu ted  its evalua tion  o f  the se rious
ness o f  the offense and how  it should  be evalua ted  and censured  fo r the 
question  before the cou rt, nam ely , w hether it w as an offense  con trary  to  
the W ord o f  G od. T he court thereby  failed  to  carry  ou t its p rescribed  
duty  accord ing  to BCO 29-1.

C om plain t # 3 .  T he accusatory  line o f  question ing  by the defense  ru led  in o rder by 
the m odera to r several tim es and susta ined  at least once  by the cou rt w hen the 
w itnesses w ere those m em bers o f  the S ession  o f  M em orial C hurch  w ho had 
expressed  concern  to  the P resbytery  about the m atters u nder ad jud ica tion  (see 
the p roceed ings o f  F riday n igh t, S ep tem ber 20 , 1985, and question ings, re 
sponses and ob jec tions on pages 43 , 4 4 , 50 , 51 , 53 , 54 , 57 , 58 , and  pages 
60 th rough  67 o f  the transcrip tion).
a. BCO 31-3 ind icates that “the o rig inal and only  parties in a  case  o f  process 

are the accuser and the accu sed .” It goes on to ind icate  that the accuser
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“ is alw ays the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica” and says fu rther that 
“ the p ro secu to r...is  a lw ays the rep resen ta tive  o f  the C hurch  and  as such 
has all its righ ts in the c a se .” BCO 32-19  a llow s the accused  to  be 
rep resen ted  by any m em ber o f  the court. W hen rep resen ting  the accused  
he acts fo r and in the nam e o f  the accused . BCO 31-11 says exp licitly  
that “ in the d iscussion  o f  all questions arising  in h is ow n case , the accused  
shall exercise  the rights o f  d efendan t, not o f  ju d g e .” T herefo re , w hether 
the accused  o r the one rep resen ting  h im  questions w itnesses, those q u es
tions m ust only  bear upon w hether o r not the accused  is innocen t, not 
upon som e o th er gu ilt th a t he w ants to  bring  befo re  the cou rt by m eans 
o f  his question  and by m eans o f  w hich  he is acting  in the ro le “o f  ju d g e . ”

b. BCO 35-5 says exp lic itly  that “the court shall no t perm it questions frivo l
ous or irre levant to  the charge  at is su e .” BCO 32-13 says tha t “ any 
questions asked  m ust be pertinen t to  the is su e .” T he p a rticu la r charge 
before  the cou rt had to do  w ith  the accu sed ’s b e lie f o r doctrine  concern ing  
the g ift o f  p rophecy . N o insinuation  o f  w rong  on the part o f  the defense 
in its question ing  o f  a w itness p roves the innocence o f  the accused  and 
his b e lie f because  h is b e lie f  does not depend  upon the supposed  gu ilt o f  
a w itness. B ut such line o f  question ing  does seek to  red irec t (and even 
m isd irect) the focus o f  the cou rt from  the charge  itself. F u rtherm ore , it 
seeks to evoke sym pathy  fo r the accused  so that the cou rt is p re jud iced  
for the accused . T his p rejud icing  o f  the cou rt seeks to  bring  the cou rt to 
vote on the basis o f  feeling  and  em otions ra ther than  on the question  o f  
gu ilt o r innocence in term s o f  the charge itself. Such  irre levan t, n on -per
tinen t, and accusatory  questions are ru led  ou t by the BCO b ecause  they 
have the poten tia l o f  p roducing  a m iscarriage o f  ju s tice .

C om plain t # 4 .  T he ru ling  o f  the m odera to r and the decis ion  by the court to  uphold  
the m odera to r w hich required  a w itness to  answ er only  in the ca tegories and 
w ith the term s prescribed  by the m odera to r (F riday  and S atu rday , S ep tem ber 
20 , 21 , 1985, see the com m ents o f  the m odera to r on the bottom  o f  page 57 , 
the in terchange on the top  o f  page 58 , the rem arks o f  the m odera to r on page 
61 , the rem arks o f  the m odera to r, the actual vo te , the rem arks o f  the defense 
and o f  M r. R obertson  on page 62);
a. A lthough it is true that the BCO 35-5 ind icates that “no  question  shall 

be pu t o r answ ered  excep t by perm ission  o f  the M o dera to r, sub ject to 
the appeal o f  the c o u rt ,” this p rov iso  itse lf is g iven  in the light o f  the 
teach ing  o f  S crip ture and the p rov isions o f  the constitu tional standards 
o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. N ow here does the Book o f Church 
Order g ive to  the m odera to r o r the cou rt the abso lu te  righ t to  set the 
ca tegories and  term s by w hich  a w itness m ust answ er. C on tra riw ise , the 
Westminster Confession o f Faith, X X , ii says that “G od  alone is the Lord 
o f  the conscience , and hath  left it free from  the doctrines and  com m and
m ents o f  m en , w hich  are , in any th ing , con trary  to  H is W ord ; .. .  So 
th a t ... to  obey such com m ands, ou t o f  consc ience , is to  betray  true liberty  
o f  conscience , and the requ iring  o f . . .a n  abso lu te  and b lind  o b ed ience , is 
to  destroy liberty  o f  co nsc ience , and reason a lso .”

T he undersigned  com plain  against the P resby tery  in term s o f  the above com plain ts 
and consider the com plain ts o f  such im portance and  the ir substance as such ev idence 
against a fa ir and im partial hearing  and ad jud ication  o f  the case  that they  also  com pla in ,
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as C om plain t # 5 ,  against the ad jud ica tion  o f  the case by the P resby tery  and  do  thereby  
u rge that it be heard  and  ad jud icated  by the G enera l A ssem bly  w ithou t be ing  rem anded  
again  to  the P resbytery .

T he undersigned  e lders o f  M issouri P resby tery  add  to  the five com plain ts subm itted  
on S ep tem ber 27 , 1985, the fo llow ing  com pla in t against the action  o f  M issouri P resby t
ery in connection  w ith  the case o f  the R ev . G eorge  S tulac:
C om plain t # 6 .  T he ru ling  o f  the m odera to r and  the action  o f  the p resby tery  in uphold ing  

the ru ling  tha t d isallow ed  the vo te  and  suspension  prov ision  o f  BCO  43 -4  to 
any and all the com plain ts befo re  the p resby tery  (BCO  43 -4  states: “N otice 
o f  com plain t shall no t have the effec t o f  suspend ing  the action  against w hich  
the com plain t is m ade, unless one-third o f  the members present when the 
action was taken shall vote fo r  its suspension, until the final decision in the 
higher court;’’ the action hereby com plained against w as the first ruling and vote 
on F riday S ep tem ber 27 , 1985, see the request fo r a vo te  on pages 150 and 
151, the ru ling  by the m odera to r deny ing  the request on page  151, w hich  
ru ling  w as sustained  by the p resby tery  on pages 154, 155, in the con tex t o f  
pages 146-155 o f  the transcrip t);
a. BCO  43-1 states that “ a com p la in t is w ritten  rep resen ta tion  m ade against 

some act o r decision  o f  a court o f  the C hurch . It is the r ig h t.. .to  m ake 
com plain t against any action  o f a cou rt to  w hose ju risd ic tio n  he is sub ject 
. . . ” T he p roviso  o f  the Book o f  Church O rder allow s a  co m p la in t against 
“ som e act o r d e c is io n ,” indeed against “ any a c tio n .” T he com plain ts w ere 
clearly  therefore  in order.

b. BCO  43-4  m akes specific p rov ision  fo r a large m inority  o f  the cou rt,
i .e . ,  “one-th ird  o f  the m em bers p resen t w hen the action  w as tak en ” to 
vote for the suspension  o f  that ac tion , “ against w hich  the co m pla in t is 
m ad e ,” and the action  is to  be suspended  “until the final decis ion  in the 
h igher c o u rt .” BCO  43 -4  p rov ides fo r th is vote and suspension  w ith 
reference to  any com plain t that is m ade. A nd BCO  43-1 has ind icated  
that a com plain t can  be b rough t against “ any action  o f  the c o u r t .”

c. T he ru ling  o f  the m odera to r and the action  o f  the cou rt in upho ld ing  the 
ru ling  w as to  d isallow  that vote to  be taken  on any o r all the com plain ts 
filed  in w ritten  form  and a lso  to  d isa llow  the possib ility  o f  any suspension  
o f  any action  o f  the court even  if  one-th ird  o f  the m em bers p resen t desired  
to vote fo r a suspension  o f  the ac tion . I f  ev e r righ ts o f  a  large m inority ,
i .e . ,  one-th ird  o f  the m em bers p resen t, had a righ t to  be exerc ised  being  
m ade in a jud ic ia l case. B ut they w ere den ied .

d. O n several o f  the actions against w hich com plain ts w ere filed , e .g . ,  
com plain ts # 1  and # 2 ,  the ro ll call vo te  show ed a  vote o f  28 fo r and 
17 against w ith the m odera to r ab sta in ing . T he total vote w as then  45 or 
46 . T he num ber 17, being m ore than  one-th ird  o f  the m em bers p resen t

E ric D ye O scar K o irtyohann
G eorge K night 
W illiam  D are 
G eorge D evlin  
B arry G ille tte  
John Hill

W illiam  L in ton  
D onald  M cC oy 
Jam es R outszong  
S teve Skees
M orton  W hitm an  
D avid  W in eco ff
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w hen the action w as taken , gave w arran t fo r the com plainan ts to  ask  for 
a one-th ird  vote to  suspend  the action ,

e. T he vote o f  the court on the ru ling  o f  the m odera to r to  d isa llow  the votes 
o f  the one-th ird  m inority  and thus the d isa llow ance o f  the app lica tion  o f 
the p rov isions o f  BCO 43 -4  w as itse lf a vote o f  32 fo r and 19 against 
the ru ling  o f  the m oderator. H ere again , one-th ird  o f  the court w as opposed  
to  th is action  and should  have been  perm itted  to have the p rov ision  o f  
BCO 43-4  apply  to  th is vote also . But since the p resby tery  w as then and 
there d isa llow ing  the one-th ird  vote prov ision  o f  BCO 4 3 -4 , it seem ed 
hopeless to  ask  for its application  against that action  itself.

T he com plainan ts are frustrated  and d ism ayed  at w hat they consider to  be failu res 
to  fo llow  the agreed upon p rocedures o f  the Book o f Church Order and finally  even 
the denial o f  rights o f  a sizeab le  m inority , nam ely , one-th ird  o f  the m em bers p resen t, 
to  exercise  its right o f  voting  and o f  thereby  suspending  the action  o f  the court until 
the final decision  on the m atter is g iven  in the h igher court.

T he com plainan ts believe that these item s have m erit in the ir ow n righ t fo r the 
ongo ing  issues o f  fa irness , o rder, and com pliance  w ith the agreed  upon p rocedure o f  
the Book o f Church Order and ask  that they  be addressed  and dealt w ith regard less 
o f  how  the charges in the trial have been o r m ay be regarded  o r ad jud icated .

S ignatures:
Eric D ye W illiam  L inton
G eorge  K night W alter L orenz
W illiam  D are D onald  M cC oy
G eorge  D evlin  Jam es R outszong
B arry G ille tte  W ilbu r S iddons
John H ill S teve Skees
O scar K oirtyohann  D w ayne T erM aat
R obert K orljan  M orton  W hitm an

D avid W in eco ff

Attachment

S ep tem ber 16, 1985

To: D r. G eorge K night III
From : T he S tated  C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly
Subject: O pin ion  R egarding the Force o f  BCO 32-15

T his is in response to  you r request for an op in ion  regard ing  w hether it w ould  be proper 
during  a trial fo r a m otion  to  d ism iss a  part o f  the ind ic tm en t, that has been prev iously  
d raw n .

F irst, let m e indicate in w riting  as I d id  o ra lly , the S tated  C lerk  does not g ive officia l 
in terpre tations o f  the Book o f Church Order. If  such is requ ired , the Jud ic ia l B usiness 
C om m ittee  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  is au thorized  to  g ive o ffic ia l in te rp re ta tions, w hich 
are b ind ing  until the nex t m eeting  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . T he A ssem bly  either 
endorses o r rejects the op in ions o f  the C om m ittee . O ffic ia l op in ions m ay be requested  
only  by a court o f  the C hurch , not by an ind iv idual. If your P resbytery  or a  Session 
desires an officia l in terp re ta tion , they m ay request it in w riting  from  the Judicial 
B usiness C om m ittee . T he C om m ittee  m ay addressed  in care  o f  the R ev. R odney  K ing, 
C hairm an , 8300 N . L aC anada, T ucson , A rizona 85704.
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At your request, I w ill g ive you m y personal op in ion  on the subject. I took  tim e to 
check this w ith M r. K ing. W e are both agreed that there is no prov ision  in the BCO 
for the d ism issal o f  parts o f  the ind ictm ent. BCO 32-15 g ives the prescribed  w ay in 
w hich a trial is to  be conducted . It says, “ the fo llow ing  o rd e r shall be observed  . . . ” 
W e are both o f  the op in ion  that this is m andato ry . A  m otion  to  d ism iss a  portion  o f  
the indictm ent in the m idst o f  the trial w ould  serve to  in terrup t the p rescribed  o rder, 
w ithout a full hearing  o f  the case as set forth  in BCO 32-15.

If the P resbytery  should  allow  such a m otion  for d ism issa l, it is conceivab le  that it 
w ould becom e g rounds fo r com plain t to  G eneral A ssem bly  against the p resby tery  for 
not fo llow ing  the Book o f Church Order, especia lly  if  the resu lt o f  such a m otion  w as 
to  rem ove parts o f  the indictm ent from  the tria l, w ithout su ffic ien t hearing  by the 
P resbytery .

I trust that this m ay be o f  help  to  you and  the defense  in your hand ling  o f  the jud ic ia l 
case tha t is before the P resbytery .

C opy to: Rev. R onald  L utjens 
M r. M ark Belz 
R ev. E gon  M iddelm ann  
R ev. D avid W ineco ff

ADJUDICATION OF JUDICIAL COMMISSION # 8  

I. Statement of the Facts
1. T he M issouri P resby tery  received  the report o f  its A d H oc C om m ittee , inc lud

ing charges against T E  G eorge S tu lac , at a  ca lled  m eeting  on M ay 25 , 1985, 
and appo in ted  a p ro secu to r so that an ind ic tm en t cou ld  be draw n.

2. The P resbytery  conducted  a trial on S ep tem ber 20 , 21 , 27 , 1985.
3. In the tr ia l, fo llow ing  the testim ony  o f  w itnesses fo r the p ro secu tion , a m otion 

w as m ade to  w ithdraw  charge #  1. A poin t o f  o rder w as ra ised  by the p ro secu 
tion that the m otion  w as out o f  o rder on the basis o f  BCO 32-15.

4. The cha ir ru led  the m otion out o f  o rder. T he ru ling  o f  the ch a ir w as appealed  
to the body , w hich sustained  the ru ling  o f  the chair.

5. T here w as an am endm ent to  m otion  to  w ithdraw n the charge  w hich  allow ed 
the prosecu tion  to m ake closing  argum ents.

6 . A fter the c losing  argum ents, a vote w as taken  on a m otion  to  w ithdraw  charge 
# 1 ,  and the m otion carried .

7. A com plain t w as filed  in w riting  concern ing  alleged  irregu la rities in the trial.
8. A request w as m ade to  suspend  the c o u rt’s action  on the basis o f  BCO 43-4 . 

T he m odera to r ru led  the m otion  to  suspend  ou t o f  o rd er, the ru ling  w as 
appealed , and the ru ling  o f  the ch a ir w as sustained .

9. S ubsequen tly , the rem ain ing  charges w ere w ithdraw n.
10. The com plain ts w ere acted  on and den ied  by M issouri P resby tery  at a  stated  

m eeting  on A pril 18-19, 1986, and w ere forw arded  to  the S tated  C lerk  GA 
on A pril 29 , 1986.

II. The Statement of the Issues
1. “The action o f  the M odera to r in ru ling  a m otion to  d ism iss the charge to  be 

in o rder before  the m andated  jud ic ia l p rocedure  had  been  com ple ted , and o f 
the court in sustain ing  such a ru lin g .”

2. “T he action  o f  the court in d ism issing  the charge w ith respect to  sta tem ents
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invo lv ing  (1) doctrinal dev iation  and (2) harm fu l vacilla tion  concern ing  the 
con tinuation  o f  the (revelato ry) g ift o f  p rophecy , w hich  are con trary  to  the 
W ord  o f  G o d .. .”

3. “T he accusatory  line o f  question ing  by the defense  ru led  in o rder by the 
m odera to r several tim es and sustained  at least once  by the cou rt w hen  the 
w itnesses w ere those m em bers o f  the S ession  o f  M em oria l C hurch  w ho had 
expressed  concern  to the p resbytery  about the m atters u nder ad ju d ica tio n .”

4. “TTie ru ling  o f  the m oderator, and the decision  by the cou rt to  upho ld  the 
m od era to r, w hich required  a w itness to  answ er on ly  in the ca tego ries and 
w ith  the term s prescribed  by the m o d era to r.”

5. “T he ad jud ication  o f  the case by the P resby tery , and  the request that it be 
heard  and ad jud icated  by the G enera l A ssem bly  w ithou t being  rem anded  again 
to  the P resb y te ry .”

6. “T he ru ling  o f  the m oderator, and the action  o f  the presby tery  in uphold ing  
the ru ling  that d isa llow ed  the vote and suspension  p rov ision  o f  BCO 43-4  to  
any and all the com plain ts before  the p re sb y te ry .”

III. Judgment of the Case and Amends
A . T he Judgm ent o f  the C ase

1. T he first specification  is susta ined  on g rounds tha t BCO 32-15 m andates 
an o rder fo r trial once charges have been  rece ived , bu t the trial d id  not 
p roceed  to  verd ict. W e find  no ev idence  in BCO th a t a trial p rocess m ay 
be suspended  w ithou t com ing  to  verd ict.

2. T he second  specification  is sustained  on g rounds tha t BCO 32-15 m andates 
an o rder fo r trial once charges have been  received , bu t the trial d id  not 
p roceed  to  verd ict. W e find  no ev idence  in BCO that a trial p rocess m ay 
be suspended  w ithout com ing  to  verd ict.

3. T he th ird  specification  is not susta ined  on g rounds that the question  o f 
the cred ib ility  o f  the w itness w as ra ised  by the w itness and the p rosecu tion  
by the defense (BCO 35-1);
F urther, tha t the prosecu tion  failed  to  ob jec t to  the a lleged  “accusa to ry” 
line o f  question ing  o f  the w itness on the first day o f  tr ia l, and  then in 
re-d irec t exam ination  the nex t d ay , the prosecu tion  w en t fu lly  in to  the 
even t about w hich the com plainan ts c laim  the d e ten se  had  no  righ t to  go 
{BCO 35-5).

4 . T he fourth  specification  is susta ined  on g rounds tha t the m odera to r e x 
ceeded  h is authority  as p rov ided  in BCO 35-5 by stipu lating  in w hat 
term s the w itness m ust respond  to  a question . W e do  no t understand  BCO 
35-12  to  requ ire  a w itness to answ er a  question  in term s p rescribed  by 
the m oderator.

5. T he fifth  specification  is not sustained  on g rounds tha t it does no t specify  
an e rro r, bu t ra ther asks fo r A m ends.

6. T he sixth specifica tion  is susta ined  on g rounds tha t BCO 4 3 -4  is designed  
to  p ro tect a substan tial m inority  from  irre trievab le  action  by the court, 
bu t the m odera to r m ade an im proper app lication  o f  BCO 43 -4  and  thereby  
failed  to  p ro tect the in terests o f  the m inority  in a ru ling  based  on  an 
im proper d istinction  betw een  d ifferen t ac tions o f  the p resby tery  {BCO 
43-1); fu rther, that the P resbytery  susta ined  the ru ling  o f  the m oderator.

B . T he A m ends
T he C om m ission  annuls the trial (the P resby terian  C hurch  in A m erica  vs. T E  
G eorge  S tulac) and rem ands the case  to  M issouri P resby tery .
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IV. Advice
T he C om m ission  adv ises M issouri P resby tery  tha t it m ight respond  to  th is o rder 
in one o f  the fo llow ing  th ree w ays:
1. T he P resbytery  m ay conduct a trial as recom m ended  by its A d H oc C o m m itte e . 

S hould  the P resbytery  fo llow  this course  o f  ac tion , the com m ission  recom 
m ends that the P resbytery  (a) seek to  e lec t a new  m odera to r w ho w ill be 
accep tab le  to  all parties; (b) appo in t new  prosecu to r(s); (c) fo llow  carefu lly  
all the requ ired  p rocedures o f  BCO', o r

2. T he P resbytery  m ay request the G enera l A ssem bly  to  assum e o rig inal ju r isd ic 
tion in the case if  there is appeal to  BCO 44-3 ; o r

3. T he P resbytery  m ay consider hav ing  a ca lled  m eeting  fo r the pu rpose  o f
am end ing  o r resc ind ing  its action  o f  M ay 25 , 1985, in receiv ing  the report 
o f  the A d H oc C om m ittee  w hich  presen ted  the charges. S hould  the P resbytery  
fo llow  th is course o f  ac tion , it is adv ised  to  fo llow  carefu lly  the requ ired  rules 
o f  parliam en tary  p rocedure and  the BCO. Adopted

M em bers o f  the C om m ission :
Teaching Elders
W illiam  H . S m ith , M S V alley , C hairm an 
W ilson S m ith , C entral G eorg ia  
S teve B ostrom , C alvary  
S teve Jakes , SE A labam a 
R ichard  B urguet, G race 
H arry R eeder, C entral C aro lina

R espectfu lly  S ubm itted ,
W illiam  H . Sm ith , C hairm an  
Jam es E . R uark , C lerk

D issent

W hile we w ould support the m ajority  o f  the com m ission ’s decisions and all o f  the A m ends with 
thanksgiv ing  to our Lord for the in tegrity , m anner, and m ethod o f  ou r deliberations we the undersigned 
would dissent on the findings o f  the com m ission  in tw o o f  the six com plain ts. Specifically  we cou ld  not 
vote to sustain com plain ts one and tw o  fo r the fo llow ing  reasons:
1. W hile BC O  32-5 does give in m andated  form  the o rder and content o f  a full jud ic ia l p rocess, it does 

not prohibit p roper m otions and p leas w hich m ight arise in process because o f  p rocedure , repentance 
o r valid pastoral concerns.

2. T he Presbytery  by susta in ing  a m otion  to w ithdraw  the charges did in fact com e to a verd ict and 
judgm ent that the specific  charge undue process could  not be upheld by the ev idence w hich had been 
presented by the prosecution .

3. All the parts o f  a full jud icia l process described  in BC O  32-15 w ere in fact p resent. T he only ones 
m issing w ere presentation  o f w itnesses for the accused  and a closing  statem ent by the defense. This 
was at the d iscretion  o f  the defense , w ho did not choose to p resen t w itnesses no r conclude w ith a 
c losing statem ent w hich is allow ed under the provisions o f  B C O  35-1.

T E  H arry R eeder III 
RE R obert R agland

M inutes o f  th e C om m ission  T o D eal w ith C ase # 8  
C om plaint o f  TE  Eric D ye et a l. vs. M issouri P resb ytery

The C om m ission  was convened by T E  W m . H . Sm ith w ith  p rayer at 7 :30 p .m . T uesday , June 24 , 1986.

Present: C om m issioners T E  W m . H Sm ith , S. B ostrom . S. Jakes, R . B urquet. R E  C . L ow ry , A . Y ancey,

Ruling Elders
C harles L ow ry , W estm inste r 
A l Y ancey , Jam es R iver 
R obert R ag land , Pacific  N W  
L eigh ton  S hu tes , W . C aro lina  
C raw fo rd  N ev in s, E vangel 
W illiam  S w ain , N ew  R iver 
Jim  R uark , G reat L akes, C lerk
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R. R ogland, C . N evins. J. R uark, W . Sw ain: C om plainan t Eric D ye; C o-R espondents L. L unceford  (T E). 
M . Belz (RE); O bservers Jack C arram  (R E ), Ron L utjens (T E) o f  the M issouri Presbytery ; for portions. 
T E  V. H athaw ay, Parliam entarian.

M r. Sm ith w as elected  chairm an by w hite ballot.
M r. Ruark w as e lected  clerk by w hite ballot.
The clerk declared  a quorum  present (10).
T he chairm an presented the guidelines (A ssem bly  R ules X .A ) and parliam entary  
and procedural questions w ere d iscussed and resolved.
The evidence (record) w as received  from  the S tated C lerk  Pres, as follows:
D ocum ent A: cover page, pages A 1-A 22
D ocum ent B: Pages B1-B6
D ocum ent C: Pages C l-C l  62 , cover page
D ocum ent D: Pages DI -D4
D ocum ent E: Page E l

The respondent and com plainant concurred  that there are gaps in D O C T .C  (Trial transcrip t) and w ere w illing 
to p roceed, reserving  the right to ask the C om m ission  to seek to recover m issing m aterial that seem s essential 
to e ither case.
It w as reported that the follow ing docum ents w ere not received from  the S tated C lerk  Presbytery but are 
designated  by hint as part o f  the record o f the case: M inutes o f  the M issouri Pres, fo r m eetings o f  A pril,
M ay. Ju ly , A ugust, Sept. (T ria l). O ctober, 1985 and January  and April 1986 (see A I7 ) . It w as determ ined
that all but April 1985 may be available from  the Stated C lerk G eneral A ssem bly.
T he C om m ission  with the concurrence o f com plainan t and respondent determ ined w hich parts o f  record to 
have read aloud (parts o f A , all o f B, D, E). (A l-6 ,  16, 19-22 to be read .)
Further discussion  ensued regarding the record , nam ely w hether the m inutes when availab le  will com plete 
the record . The parliam entarian  w as consulted  about questions and options.
M /S/C  - that the com m issioners be perm itted to read the designated  parts o f  the record  indiv idually  before 
the next session.
M /S/C  - that the C om m ission  reconvene at 9 :30 a .m . June 25 unless the m inutes o f the Presbytery are not 
yet availab le , in w hich case the C om m ission  will be reconvened at the call o f  the chairm an.
The C om m ission  recessed w ith prayer by M r. N evins at 9 :50 p .m .
The C om m ission  was called  to order by the chairm an at 10:00 a .m . on June 25 . 1986 w ith p rayer by S. 
B ostrom .
Present: C om m issioners as before, and H. R eeder (T E ). W ilson Sm ith (T E ), L Shutes (R E); com plainant 
D ye and respondent L unceford  and Belz; observer (T E) S tephen C hristian , C entral F lorida P resbytery. 
The C lerk  declared  a quorum  present (13).
The m inutes o f  the Session o f June 24 w ere read and approved as am ended.
A dditional parts o f the record w ere received  from  the Stated C lerk o f  P resbytery , as follows:
Doc. F: M in u te so f Pres. April 19, 1985
D oc. G: „ April 25, 1985
Doc. H: July 19-20, 1985
Doc. 1: A ugust 31 , 1985 (w hich include the corrected  

m in u te so f July 19-20)
D oc. J: M inutes o f Pres, (the trial) Sept. 20-21, 27, 1985
Doc. K: O ct. 18-19, 1985
Doc. L: January  17-18, 1986
Doc. M: April 18-19. 1986
Doc. N: Indictm ent against 

G eorge Stulac
Doc. O: Report o f the A d Hoc 

C om m ittee  o f 
Presbytery

Doc P: L etter o f G eorge Stulac 
to the Presbytery

All the above are m inutes and papers attached to  the m inutes. Still m issing is the report o f the C andidates 
and C reden tials C om m ittee o f Presbytery
M /S/C  - that we seat no o ther m em bers o f  C om m ission  from  now  on in the C om m ission  deliberations 
M /S/ - that the C om m ission recess at 5:00 p .m . and reconvene at 8:15 a .m . on the next day.
M /S/C - that the m otion be tabled.
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M /S/C- that the C om m ission  recess until 1:00 p .m .
The C om m ission  recessed  at 11:00 a .m .
The C om m ission  w as called  to  order at 1:00 p .m . by the chairm an , w ith p rayer by M r. Y ancey.
The C om m ission  received  D ocum ent Q  for the record: 5 pages consisting  o f the m inu tes o f  the C andidates 
and C redentials C om m ittee  o f the Presbytery  o f  A pril 9 and 13, 1986.
All com m issioners, com plainan t, and respondent w ere present.
The clerk declared  a quorum  present (13).
The C om m ission  p roceeded to hear the opening  statem ent o f  the com pla inan t by M r. D ye.
C om plain t # 1  - action against the M oderato r o f  the P resbytery  on  grounds he ruled a m otion  to dism iss 
the charges in m id-trial in v io lation o f B C O  32-15 (see A l) .
C om plain t # 2  - action against the court on  g rounds it d ism issed  the charge in vio la tion  o f  B C O  29-1 (see A 1 -2). 
C om plain t # 3  - action against M oderato r and the C ourt in ruling and susta in ing  the ru ling , that an accusatory  
line o f questioning  by the defense be upheld  (see A 2-3); i .e .;  questions on  issues not re la ted  to the charges. 
C om plain t # 4  - action against M oderator and the court on grounds that a  ruling w as m ade and upheld 
requiring a w itness to answ er in categorical term s (see A3).
C om plain t # 5  - action against Presbytery  on grounds that the case  w as not ad jud icated  fairly and im partially; 
w hich a lso  asks that the case be adjudicated  by the G A  ra ther than the P resbytery  (see A 3-4). A dditional 
argum ents (see D oc. d) regarding prejudice (D l-2 ; Doc P); undue haste by the C ourt (D 2-3); and the defense 
having m isdirected  the C ourt as to  the charges against the accused  (e. g . ,  relational as against doctrinal)
(D 3-4).
C om plain t # 6  - A ction against M oderator and the C ourt on grounds o f suspending the process o f the T ria l, 
in v io lation o f B C O  43 (see A 4-5) and denying a right o f due process to a sizable m inority  o f the m em bership  
o f the court.
The opening  statem ent concluded after approxim ately  I h ou r 20 m inutes.
The C om m ission  recessed  at 2 :50 p .m .
The C om m ission  was reconvened by the chairm an at 3 :10 p .m .,  w ith p rayer by M r. Jakes.
All com m issioners w ere p resen t, w ith com plainan t and respondent.
The C om m ission  received  D ocum ent R: Proposed response o f  the Presbytery  to  C om plain t # 6 .
The C om m ission  p roceeded to hear the opening  statem ent o f  the respondent by M r. Belz.
F irst, response (see R) to the “additional a rgum ents” o f the com plainan t (expressed  in D oc. D).
The argum ents dealt w ith each  point o f each com plain t in tu rn , w ith  recom m endations as follows:
That C om plain t # 1  not be sustained  on  the grounds it is based on incorrect in terpreta tions and applications 
o f the B C O  and m isunderstanding o f  the actions o f the Court;
That C om plaint # 2  not be sustained on the grounds o f  insuffic ient ev idence, fallacious reason ing , and 
factual m isstatem ents;
T hat C om plaint # 3  not be sustained on the grounds that the M oderator and C ourt acted  w ithin the ir rights, 
the line o f questioning would have elicited  pertinent inform ation , and one specification  im puted  hypothetical 
m isconduct;
T hat C om plain t # 4  not be sustained  on the grounds o f m isstatem ent and logical fallacy;
T hat C om plain t # 5  not be sustained on the grounds it is out o f  order. N ext, a response to  the six com plain ts 
as follow s (see D oc. B):
A sum m ary o f  the events preceding  the Trial and o f  the Trial itse lf (B , Sec. A);
A general response (B , Sec. B ), that all the com plain ts  deal w ith procedures and not doctrine;
R esponses to C om plain ts # 1  and # 2  (see B, Sec. C ), that B C O  32-15 has been m isapplied; that the ends 
o f ju stice  w ere well served in the disposition  o f  the prosecution; that any erro rs, if  m ade, w ere “harm less;” 
and that the com plain ts e rroneously  con tend  the charges w ere “d ism issed” ra ther than “w ithdraw n;" 
R esponses to  C om plain ts # 3  and # 4  (see B, Sec. D ), that the charges w ere in terpreted  and prosecuted 
properly;
that the M oderato r 's  conduct w as induced by im paired credib ility  o f  the w itness; that the p rosecution  did 
not respond properly  to the defense line o f w itnessing  as regards the com plain t.
Response to C om plain t # 5  (see B , Sec. E) that the com plain t is cum ulative  and therefore  in vio lation  o f
B C O  43.
Response to C om plain t # 6  (see B, Sec. F), that B CO  43-4  does not preclude suspension  o f the C o u rt’s 
p roceedings under the c ircum stances; that the m in o rity 's  in terpretations o f  B C O  43 w ould  have frustrated 
the business and progress o f the C ourt and the adjud ication  o f the case;
Further response to C om plain t # 1 ,  regarding in terpretation  o f B C O  43 in the right o f  appeal.
The opening  statem ent o f the respondent concluded after approxim ately  55 m inutes.
The C om m ission  p roceeded to  questioning the com plainan t and respondent fo r about 50  m inutes.
The m otion to recess w as rem oved from  the table It w as am ended to p rovide fo r the C om m ission  to
reconvene at 8 :30 a .m . the next day . The m otion carried  as am ended.
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T he C om m ission  recessed  at 5 :00 p .m .
T he C om m ission  w as reconvened by the chairm an at 9:35  a .m . on June 26 , 1986, w ith prayer.
T he clerk called the ro ll. C om m issioners Shutes and B urquet w ere absent. A quorum  w as declared  present 
( 11) .
M /S/C  - to postpone further deliberations for 5 m inutes because o f  the absence o f  tw o com m issioners.
It w as noted that because o f the change in a rrangem ents the C om m ission  cou ld  not reconvene at the earlier 
tim e and place.
It w as noted that M r. B urquet arrived during the reading o f the m inutes o f  June 25 , 1986.
The clerk read the m inutes o f  June 25. T hey w ere approved as read , and it w as noted that both com plainant 
and respondent acknow ledge that the m inutes fairly sum m arize the substance o f their opening  statem ents. 
The C om m ission  resum ed the questioning  o f  the com plainant and the respondent. T he question ing  continued 
for about 1 hour and 5 m inutes.
The C om m ission  recessed  at 10:50 a .m .
The C om m ission  reconvened at 11:00 a .m .
The C om m ission  p roceeded to hear the closing statem ent o f the respondent by M r. B elz, as follows:
He referred us to D O C. B as a resource in our deliberations;
He d iscussed  the M atthew  18:18 principle as not being  an issue in this case;
He dealt w ith BC O  32-15 as it pertains to the case , particu larly  w hether the p roceedings fu lfilled  the m andate; 
He dealt w ith BC O  29 as it pertains to the substance o f  offenses and the continuation  o f  the prosecution  o f them ; 
He argued w hether the w ords "the  defense does not choose to call w itnesses" are significant to the disposition  
o f  the trial;
He referred  the C om m ission  to D oc. K (M inutes o f  P resbytery , O ct. 85), specifically  R esolu tions 5 and 6, 
expressing  a lso  these as the view  o f the Presbytery that, if  the com plain ts  are upheld , the C om m ission  not 
recom m end that the case be retried by the Presbytery ; he further stated that there is no desire in the Presbytery 
to renew  charges; he asks that the C om m ission  not ask fo r retrial out o f  pastoral concern .
T he closing  statem ent w as concluded after 15 m inutes.
T he C om m ission  p roceeded to the c losing statem ent o f  the com plainan t by M r. D ye, as follows:
He stated that there are d iv isions in Presbytery  because o f the conduct o f  the trial and procedural m atters, 
such as application  o f  B C O  32-15;
He asserted  there w as a m isdirection o f  the charges as being relational and not first o f  all doctrinal;
He asserted  that the M atthew  18 principle is relevant to the context o f the case;
He dealt w ith the m atter o f  “w ith d raw a lT 'd ism issa l” as it relates to B C O  32-15:
He argued that the defense w as not treated  fairly in the suspension  o f  the p roceedings o f the trial;
He argued that the charges had not been adequately  argued (specifically , the charge regarding  prophecy) 
prior to w ithdraw al o f  the charges;
He referred to B C O  43 as it w as interpreted and applied
He argued that R esolutions 5 and 6 (D oc. K) are inadequate to effect full reconciliation , w ith m atters still 
unresolved as indicated by the com plainant
He stated that the com plainants do  not w ant the case retried by the Presbytery  and asked the C om m ission  
to de term ine, w hatever its decision , to consider how  reconciliation  can be prom oted in the P resby tery , even 
to fully adjudicating  the case if necessary.
The statem ent lasted about 15 m inutes.
The C om m ission  dism issed  the com plainant and respondent and p roceeded to executive  session.
The C om m ission  recessed  until 1:00 p .m .
The C om m ission  w as reconvened by the chairm an at 1:05 p .m . with p rayer by W ilson  Sm ith.
The C lerk  took the roll. All com m issioners w ere present excep t M r. Shu tes, w ho will not be seated  at any 
further proceedings o f the com m ission  due to his present absence. A quorum  w as declared  present (12). 
The chairm an proposed that the com plain ts be handled  as one com plain t w ith six specifications, since all 
deal w ith procedural m atters.
M /S/C  - that the C om m ission  discuss the issue as one com plain t w ith six specifications. (F or the record , 
the specifications m ay still be referred  to as “C om plain t # 1 ,  "C om plain t # 2 " ,  e tc .)
C om plain t # 1  w as discussed .
#  1. "T he action o f the M oderato r in ruling a m otion to dism iss the charge to be in order before the m andated 
jud icia l procedure had been com pleted , and o f  the court in sustain ing  such a ru ling ."
The C hairm an asked, "Shall the specification be susta ined?"
The C om m ission  voted to sustain the specification  (10  for, 2 against).
O n grounds that B C O  32-15 m andates an order for trial once charges have been received , but the trial did 
not p roceed to verdict. W e find no evidence in B C O  that a trial process m ay be suspended w ithout com ing 
to verdict.
C om plain t # 2  w as discussed .
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# 2  “The action o f  the court in d ism issing  the charge w ith  respect to statem ents involv ing  (1) doctrinal 
deviation  and (2) harm ful vacillation concerning  the continuation  o f  the (revelatory) gift o f p rophecy , w hich 
are contrary  to the W ord o f  G o d .. .”
The C hairm an asked , “Shall the specification  be susta ined?"
The C om m ission  voted to sustain the specification  (10  for, 2 against)
O n grounds that BC O  32-15 m andates an order for trial once charges have been received , but the trial did 
not proceed to verdict. W e find no  evidence in B C O  that a trial process m ay be suspended w ithout com ing 
to verdict.
C om plain t # 3  w as discussed .
# 3  “The accusatory  line o f  question ing  by the defense ruled in o rder by the m oderato r several tim es and 
sustained at least once by the court w hen the w itnesses w ere those m em bers o f  the Session  o f M em orial 
C hurch w ho had expressed  concern  to the Presbytery about the m atters under ad jud ication ."
T he C hairm an asked , “Shall the specification  be susta ined?"
The com m ission  voted not to sustain  the specification  (11 against, 1 abstention)
O n grounds that the question  o f the credib ility  o f the w itness w as raised by the w itness and the prosecution  
before any questions w ere asked o f the w itness by the defense (B C O  35-1);
further, that the p rosecution  failed to ob ject to the alleged “accusato ry" line o f  question ing  o f  the w itness 
on the first day o f  trial, and then on re-d irect exam ination  the next day the p rosecution  w ent fu lly  in to  the 
event about w hich the com plainan ts claim  the defense had no  right to  go  (B C O  35-5).
C om plain t # 4  w as discussed .
# 4  "T he ruling o f  the m oderato r, and the decision  by the court to  uphold  the m odera to r, w hich required  a 
w itness to answ er only in the categories and w ith the term s prescribed  by the m odera to r."
The C hairm an asked, "Shall the specification  be susta ined?”
The C om m ission  voted to sustain the specification  (10  for, 2 abstentions) on  grounds that the m oderator 
exceeded his au thority  as provided in B C O  35-5 by stipulating  in w hat term s the w itness m ust respond to 
a question. W e do not understand B C O  35-12 to  require a w itness to  answ er a question  in term s prescribed  
the m oderator.
C om plain t # 5  was d iscussed
# 5  "The adjudication  o f  the case by the P resby tery , and the request that it be heard  and 
adjudicated  by the G eneral A ssem bly  w ithout being  rem anded  again  to  the P resby tery ."
The chairm an asked, “Shall the specification  be susta ined?"
The com m ission voted not to sustain  the specification  (0 for, 12 against) on grounds that it does not specify 
an erro r, but rather asks for A m ends.
C om plain t # 6  w as discussed .
A phone call w as placed to T E  R odney K ing, chairm an on Judicial B usiness, fo r the purpose o f soliciting 
historical inform ation.
# 6  “The ruling o f the m oderato r, and the action o f  the p resbytery  in uphold ing  the ru ling  that disallow ed 
the vote and suspension provision  o f B C O  43-4  to any and all the com plain ts before the p resby tery .”
The C hairm an asked , "Shall the specification  be susta ined?”
The C om m ission  voted to sustain the specification  (12 for, 0 against) on grounds that B C O  43-4  is designed 
to protect a substantial m inority  from  irretrievable action by the court, but the m odera to r m ade an im proper 
application o f B C O  43-4  and thereby failed to protect the in terests o f the m inority  in a ru ling  based  on  an 
im proper distinction  betw een d ifferen t actions o f  the presbytery  (BCO 43-1); fu rther, that the Presbytery  
sustained the ruling o f the M oderator.
M /S/C  - that the C om m ission  recess until 7 :30 p .m .
The C om m ission  recessed  at 5:10  p .m .
The C om m ission  w as reconvened by the C hairm an  at 7:35 p .m . w ith p rayer by M r. R eeder.
The C lerk called the roll. All com m issioners w ere present. T he C lerk  declared  a quorum  (12).
The C om m ission  p repared  the “Statem ent o f  the F ac ts."
The C om m ission  p repared  the "S tatem ent o f the Issu es .”
The C om m ission  p repared  its statem ent on the “Judgem ent o f the C ase and A m ends."  this w as approved , 
(12 for, 0 against).
The C om m ission  p repared  a statem ent o f "A d v ice ."  T his w as approved (12 for, 0 against).
The R eport w as read into the M inutes.
M /S/C  - that the com m ission  adopt the report.
M /S/C  - that the com m ission  receive the dissent.
The C lerk read the m inutes o f June 26, 1986.
M /S/C  - that the C om m ission  approve the m inutes as read.
The C om m ission  adjourned w ith p rayer by M r. R agland at 9:15  p .m .,  June 26 , 1986.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
W illiam  H . S m ith , C hairm an 
Jam es E. R uark , C lerk
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R oll o f  C om m issioners:
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
W m . H. S m ith , M iss. V alley  (C hairm an) C harles L ow ry , W estm inster
W ilson S m ith , C entral G A  A1 Y an cey , Jam es R iver
S teve B ostrom , C alvary  R obert R ag land , Pacific  N W
Steve Jakes , SE A labam a L eigh ton  S hu tes , W . C aro lina
R ichard B u rq u e t, G race C raw ford  N ev in s , E vangel
H arry  R eeder, C entral C aro lina  W illiam  S w ain , N ew  R iver

Jim  R uark , G reat L akes (C lerk)

R epresen ting  the C om plainan ts: T E  Eric D ye
R epresen ting  the R espondent: R E  M ark B elz , T E  L aw rence  L uncefo rd

T E  W illiam  S. B arker requested that his negative vote w ith the fo llow ing reasons be recorded.
1.) The sustaining o f the sixth specification  produces an in terpretation  o f  BC O  43-4  that w ould  allow  a 

one-th ird  m inority  to hold  up any jud ic ia l action o f  a court fo r w hatever reason that m inority  m ight 
find to register a com plain t over. B C O  43-1 does m ake a distinction  betw een ord inary  actions o f a 
court and actions "in  a jud ic ia l case in w hich an appeal is tak en ,” saying  that no com plain t is a llow able 
in the latter. Judicial C om m ission  # 8  agreed  that B C O  43-4  is "designed  to pro tect a substantial 
m inority  from  irretrievable action by the court;” how ever, w hat the m inority  in this case  desired  was 
suspension o f  a jud icia l case w hich could  be appealed  to a h igher court anyw ay. T o  allow  such an 
in terpretation  o f  B C O  43-4  is, I believe, frustrating  to the jud icia l process o f  o u r courts and pernicious 
in the extrem e. Such an in terpretation should not be allow ed to stand as a p receden t, o r we m ay see 
w illful m inorities thw arting the effect o f  jud icia l p rocedures w ith relative ease.

2 .) T he sustaining o f  the first and second specifications rests on a technical point that fails to take 
cognizance o f the reality  o f  w hat occurred  in the case. Surely , if the p rosecution  has had the opportunities 
provided by B C O  32-15 to m ake the case against the accused , and the court m oves to d ism iss the 
charges for lack o f sufficient ev idence, then the equ ivalen t o f a verdict has been reached.

3 .) S ince the third and fifth specifications w ere not sustained by Judicial C om m ission  # 8 ,  the only 
rem aining  grounds for the com plain t lies in the fourth specification , concern ing  the m odera to r's  
requiring a w itness to answ er in categorical term s. If this w as done im properly , it scarcely  seem s a 
sufficient basis alone for rem anding a case affecting  the m inistry  o f  a church  and o f its pasto r back 
to presbytery for retrial.

T E  W illiam  S. B arker, W estern  C arolina  Presbytery

14-90 Season of Prayer
T he A ssem bly  held a season o f  p rayer fo llow ing  the adop tion  o f  the above case.

14-91 Report of the Commission Adjudicating Case #1
T E  A llan S to ry , chairm an , led the A ssem bly  in p rayer. H e y ie lded  the floo r to  T E  

D ale S m ith , since he had not voted  w ith the m ajority  o f  the com m ission . T he A ssem bly  
voted to receive and approve the C o m m iss io n ’s sta tem ent o f  the case and the ju d g m en t 
rendered , all o f  w hich w as o rdered  en tered  upon the m inutes and accep ted  as the 
A ssem b ly ’s action  and judgm en t in the case. Adopted

Judicial Case #1: Complaint of Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. etal. vs. Calvary Presbytery 
WHEREAS, C alvary  P resbytery  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  at its stated  
m eeting  o f  A pril 25 , 1986, in C lin ton , South  C aro lina , susta ined  the tria ls o f  R ev. 
W illiam  H yer fo r reception  into C alvary  P resbytery  and the P resby terian  C hurch  in 
A m erica from  the C hristian  and M issionary  A lliance C hurch  as the o rgan iz ing  pasto r 
o f  the new ly constitu ted  N ew  C ovenan t C hapel o f  A nderson , South  C aro lina ; and 
WHEREAS, C alvary  P resbytery  w as not in form ed o f  the serious fact tha t a form al 
com plain t had been filed  against the action  o f  Palm etto  P resby tery , m eeting  on January  
24, 1985, fo r sustain ing  his exam ination  fo r licensure in Palm etto  P resby 
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te ry , and therefore C alvary  P resbytery  w as not adequate ly  in form ed o f  h is re la tionsh ip  
to  Palm etto  P resbytery  o r h is v iew s on an im portan t theo log ica l issue w hich w as the 
subject o f  said com plain t; and
WHEREAS, P alm etto  P resbytery  at its sta ted  m eeting  o f  A pril 25 , 1985, felt the 
com plain t o f  suffic ien t m erit to  unan im ously  sustain  it; and
WHEREAS, the m atter o f  the com plain t unan im ously  susta ined  by P alm etto  P resbytery  
w as o f  a serious theo log ical m atter regard ing  the question  o f  con tinued  revelation ; and 
WHEREAS, C alvary  P resbytery  responded  to  an A pril 30 , 1985, com plain t filed  by 
T E  K enneth  G en try , T E  Paul S e ttle , T E  R ichard  B urguet, and R E W ister T raynham  
against C alvary  P resbytery  (based on the fou r p reced ing  parag raphs o f  the p resen t 
com plain t) by ca lling  a m eeting  o f  p resby tery  for June 6 , 1985, at G reenv ille , South 
C aro lina , to  consider suspending  its action  o f  sustain ing  R ev. H y e r’s exam s and to 
proceed  to  re-exam ine h im  in the area o f  con tinu ing  revela tion ; and 
WHEREAS, the com plain t w as upheld  by the presby tery  and the p resby tery  did 
proceed  to re-exam ine R ev. H yer on the m atter o f  con tinu ing  revelation  on June 6 , 
1985; and
WHEREAS, R ev. H yer d id  affirm  u nder exam ination  v iew s o f  revela tion  w hich the 
com plainan ts deem  to be in c lea r con trad ic tion  to  the Westminster Confession o f Faith, 
the Book o f Church Order, and various G eneral A ssem bly  statem ents (as reproduced  
below  in; C om plain t Supplem ent: E vidence  A gainst the Susta in ing  o f  the E xam s o f 
R ev. W illiam  H yer); and
WHEREAS, a m otion to delay  final susta in ing  o f  R ev. H y e r’s exam s until the O ctober, 
1985, stated  m eeting  o f  C alvary  P resby tery , befo re  w hich tim e R ev. H yer w ould  m eet 
w ith the presbytery  E xam inations C om m ittee  to  study and d iscuss the m atter o f  rev e
la tion , w as defeated  by a recorded  vote o f  21 to 28; and
WHEREAS, his exam ination  w as sustained  by a subsequen t m otion by a recorded 
vote o f  32 to 15; and
WHEREAS, the com plain t m aterial con ta ined  in th is com p la in t w as fded  on June 19, 
1985, w ith the stated  clerk  o f  C alvary  P resby te ry , and w as heard  and debated  at length 
at the July 27 , 1985, sta ted  m eeting  o f  C alvary  P resby tery ; and 
WHEREAS, the com plain t w as not sus ta ined , by a reco rded  vo te  o f  42 votes “to  not 
susta in” to  39 vo tes “to  su s ta in ;”
THEREFORE, w e the undersigned  com plainan ts do hereby  com plain  to the Fourteen th  
G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  against the ac tions o f  C alvary  
P resbytery  in sustain ing  the exam ination  o f  R ev. W illiam  H yer in that his expressed  
theological v iew s (see C om plain t Supp lem en t) rela tive to  the m atte r o f  continued  
revelation  are unconstitu tional and are fundam enta lly  ou t o f  accord  w ith the doctrine 
o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  (see C om plain t S upp lem en t), and w e do  hereby 
hum bly  request that the G eneral A ssem bly  rev iew  th is m atte r and decla re  C alvary  
P resby te ry ’s actions o f  sustain ing  R ev. H y e r’s theo log ical exam s and o f  receiv ing  him  
into the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  to  be null and void.

C om plain t Supp lem en t 
E vidence A gainst the S ustain ing  o f  the E xam s o f  R ev. H yer 

(N ote: T he fo llow ing  quo ta tions w hich o ccu r in quo ta tion  m arks are d irect sta tem ents 
from  R ev. H yer m ade under exam ination  by C alvary  P resbytery  on June 6 , 1985. 
T hese sta tem ents are deem ed  to  be o f  su ffic ien t g rav ity  and im port as to  dem onstra te  
a fundam ental incom patib ility  w ith the doctrinal standards o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica , as w ell as o ther o fficia l sta tem en ts o f  various assem b lies , as w ill be show n 
here in .)
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Select S tatem ents by R ev. Bill H yer
A. Item  1: Q uestion: D oes the N T g ift o f  prophecy  con tinue  in the C hurch  today? 

A nsw er: “T here is a valid  g ifting  o f  p rophecy  today . I d o n ’t v iew  such as 
revela to ry , h o w ev e r.”

B. Item  2: Q uestion: Paul regu lates the g ift o f  p rophecy  in 1 C or. 14:29-31 w ith 
these w ords: “ A nd let tw o  o r three p rophets speak , and let the o thers pass 
judgm en t. B ut if  a revelation is m ade to  ano ther w ho is seated , let the first 
keep silent. F o r you can all p rophesy  one by one , so that all m ay learn and 
all m ay be e x h o rted .” C an the sort o f  situation  that Paul speaks o f  here  occur 
in the church  today? A nsw er: “ It can  happen  today ; it is theo re tica lly  poss i
b le . . . . ”

C . Item  3: Q uestion: S ince A gabus w as a N T  o rder p rophet and since in your 
view  this g ift o f  p rophecy  con tinues today , can  a situation  such as that o f 
A gabus occur today? C ou ld , fo r in stance , there be a p rophecy  tha t a fam ine 
w ill begin in June o f  next year in South  C aro lina?  A nsw er: “A situation  o f  
the o rder o f  A gabus could  happen  today . It is possib le . I d o n ’t deny  that G od 
can im press upon som eone a fu ture  even t. It has been done in h is to ry .... I 
personally  have not had such a p ro p h ecy .”

D. Item  4: Q uestion : C ould  G od theore tica lly  speak verbally  to  som eone today 
through the gift o f  p rophecy? A nsw er: “ I d o n ’t p rec lude  an aud ib le  voice 
from  G od , but that isn ’t S crip ture . . . .  A s far as com m un ication  o r a v ision— no
th ing is im possib le  w ith G od. H e can still speak  .. .  P rophecy  w ill con tinue 
until the Second  C om ing  o f  C hris t in light o f  1 C or. 13.”

PC A  Positions on Special R evelation
A. The PC A  affirm s that all special revelation  by G od has ceased , be ing  unneces

sary due to the finality  o f  Scrip ture .
1. WCF 1:1 sta tes, in part, that “ the fo rm er w ays o f  G o d ’s revealing  H is 

w ill unto  H is people  (are now ) c ea sed .”
2. 2nd G A  “Pastoral L etter” sta tes, in part, that “ an experience  by w hich 

revelation  is rece ived  from  G od is con trary  to the finalized  charac te r o f 
revelation  in Scrip tu re” (p. 173 2nd GA Minutes) and “revelation  w as 
com pleted  w ith the c losing  o f  the canon  in the N ew  T estam en t e ra” {Ibid. , 
p. 174).

B. A lso the PC A  fu rther affirm s that all g ifts  and offices that are relative to 
revela tion -bearing  have been w ithdraw n long ago from  the C hurch .

BCO 7:1 sta tes, in fu ll, that “U nder the N ew  T estam en t, ou r L ord at first 
co llected  H is people out o f  d ifferen t n a tions, and un ited  them  to  the 
household  o f  faith  by the m in istry  o f  ex trao rd inary  officers w ho received  
ex traord inary  gifts o f  the Spirit and w ho w ere agen ts by w hom  G od 
com pleted  H is revelation  to  H is church . Such officers and g ifts related  
to  new  revelation  have no successors since G od com ple ted  H is revelation  
at the conclusion  o f  the A posto lic  A g e .”

C. The PC A  has decla red  that to  sim ply  affirm  a closed  canon does not suffic ien tly  
cover the constitu tional negations o f  WCF 1:1 and  BCO 7:1.

In the 8th G A  B ogue vs. A scension  P resbytery  case it w as stated  that 
“ sim ply affirm ing  that the canon  is c losed , and that supposed  new  rev e
lations from  G od add no th ing  to  the deposit o f  tru th  already  found in 
Scrip ture  does not cover all the negations concern ing  con tinu ing  revelation  
from  G od found in WCF I ;1 ,6  and the BCO 7 :1” (8th GA Minutes, p. 93).
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D. T he PC A  has decla red  that even  the a ffirm ing , not ju s t the p rac tic ing , o f  such 
a theo log ical position  is not perm issib le .

T he 8th G eneral A ssem bly  A B ogue vs. A scension  P resbytery  case noted 
that “ in his trial fo r o rd ination  befo re  the P resby tery , w hile indicating  
that he h im se lf w as not p rac tic ing  the m atter u nder d iscussion , M r. Serio: 
(a) a ffirm ed his b e l ie f . . . .”

T he U nconstitu tional N ature o f  R ev. H y e r’s Position  Illustrated
A. R ev. H yer d id  affirm  that G od can g ive a “ co m m un ica tion” today by either 

an “audib le  vo ice” o r a “ v is ion” (see above at po in t I, D ).
1. T his con trad ic ts PC A  positions covered  above under point II, at A , B , 

C , and D.
2. D espite his d isavow al that h is v iew s constitu te  “con tinu ing  rev e la tio n ,' 

his expansive answ ers to  questions ind icated  the fact that h is position  
endorses in essence and p rincip le  ju s t that.

B. B. W arfie ld  has observed  that the essence  o f  revelation  is that o f  
a com m unication  from  G od b rough t by supernatural activ ity  from  
w ithout. N ote his artic le  in ISB E  (IV: 2578-2579): “ A nd beyond  this 
w e have no Scrip tural w arran t to  go on in con trasting  one m ode o f  
revelation  w ith ano ther. D ream s m ay seem  to us little  fitted  to  serve 
as veh icles o f  D iv ine communications. But there is no suggestion  in 
Scrip ture  that revelations th rough  dream s stand  on a low er plan  than 
any o thers; and we should  no t fail to  rem em ber that the essential 
characteristics o f  revelations through dreams are shared by all form s 
o f revelation in which...the images or ideas which fill, or pass in 
procession through, the consciousness are determ ined by some other 
pow er than the recipients own will. . . .w e  should  bear in m ind that 
the in tellectual o r sp iritual quality  o f  a revela tion  is not derived  from  
the rec ip ien t bu t from  the D ivine G iver. The fundamental fa c t in all 
revelation is that it is from  God."  A nd: “ Into the natural life o f  m an 
G od in trudes in a purely  supernatural m anner, bearing  a purely  super
natural communication. In these com m un ica tions are g iven acco rd 
ingly ju s t a series o f ‘naked  m essages o f  G o d .’” F urther, the "essential 
characteristic" o f a revelation  is that "it comes not by the will o f  
man but from  God."  Still fu rther: “T hat w hich g ives to  p rophecy  as 
a m ode o f  revelation  its p lace in the ca tegory  o f  v is ions, stric tly  so 
ca lled , and dream s is that it shares w ith them  the distinguishing 
characteristic which determines the class. In them all alike the move
ments o f  the mind are determined by something extraneous to the 
subject’s w il l . . . .” (E m phases m ine , K LG )

B. Rev. H yer did affirm  that the N T  g ift o f  p rophecy  and the N T p rophet are 
for today (see above point I ,A ,B ,C ,D ).
1. T h is is in con trad ic tion  to  the Confession in that the B iblical function  o f 

the N T prophet and g ift o f  p rophecy  is c learly  revela tion -bearing . Note:
a. C or. 14:29-31 c lea rly  teaches that the “ p rophe t” is one w ho has 

som eth ing  “ revea led” to him .
b. Eph. 3:5 states that a certa in  tru th  “ has now  been revealed  to H is 

holy apostles and prophets in the S p ir it .”
c. T he Scrip ture  speaks o f  N T  p rophets as speak ing  a special sense the 

w ord  o f  the H oly S pirit. A cts 13:1,2 says, "N ow  there w ere at
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A ntioch , in the church  that w as there , p rophets and te a c h e rs .... A nd 
w hile they  w ere m in is tering  to  the L ord  and fasting , the H oly Spirit 
s a id . . . .” A cts 21:9-11 says, “N ow  this m an had four v irg in  daugh ters 
w ho w ere prophetesses . A nd as w e w ere staying there  fo r som e days, 
a certa in  p rophet nam ed A gabus cam e dow n from  Judea . A nd com ing  
to u s .. .s a id , ‘T h is is w hat the H oly  S pirit s a y s . . . . ’”

d. T he prophets are in tim ately  associa ted  w ith the apostles as o f  foun 
dational sign ificance  to  the chu rch , even  to  the po in t o f  being  n u m 
bered  im m ediately  a fter the apostles every  tim e the tw o are in lists 
o f  g ifts , see Eph. 2 :20; 3 :4-5; 4 :11 ; and 1 C or. 12:28.

e. T he standard  G reek N T  L exicons define  “p rophe t” and “ reve la tion” 
as used by a p rophet as o fficers and  actions related  to  d iv ine , inspired  
revela tion , even  m aking  reference  to  the 1 C or. 14 passage. See: 
T hayer, A bbo tt-S m ith , and A m dt-G ing rich .

2. T his v iew  o f  the revela tion -bearing  function  o f  the N T  p rophet and the 
g ift o f  p rophecy  is w ell-n igh  un iversa lly  held  by refo rm ed  com m enta to rs 
and theo log ians such as John  C alv in  (1 C or. 14:6, ad loc); M atthew  
H enry (1 C or. 14:28ff, ad loc); John  G ill (1 C or. 14:30, ad loc); A lbert 
B arnes (1 C or. 14:29, ad loc); C harles H odge (1 C or. 12 :10 ,28 ; 13:2; 
14:6, ad loc); A . A. H odge (A cts 2 :17 , ad loc); L ouis B erkho f (Systematic 
Theology, p. 358); John  M urray  (R om . 12:6, ad loc); A nthony  H oekem a 
(What About Tongues Speaking?, p. 89 -90n); R ichard  G affin  (Perspec
tives on Pentecost, pp . 58-72).

3. T h is view  o f  the revela tion -bearing  function  o f  the N T  p rophet and the 
g ift o f  p rophecy  is w ell a ttested  even  am ong m ajo r non-R efo rm ed  scho l
ars. See Jam ieson , F ausett, and B row n (1 C or. 14:1, ad loc); S chaff-H er- 
zog (Encyclopedia o f  Religious Knowledge, 111: 1940); International Stan
dard Bible Encyclopedia  (IV :2459); G eorge  E ldon  L add (NT Theology, 
pp. 234, 236, 253).

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,

T E K enneth  L. G en try , Jr. T E S teve B ostrom
T E Jack G iddings T E Shelton Sanford
T E P au lG . Settle T E R. G rady  Love
T E C harles C ham pion RE O w en U ldrick
T E H. W allace T in sley , Jr. RE T hom as M . H ope, Sr
RE John R. A nderson

ADJUDICATION OF CASE #1
I. Statement of the Facts

A. S um m ary  o f  A ctions
1. O n A pril 25 , 1985 C alvary  P resbytery  sustained  trials for recep tion  as a 

m em ber o f  P resbytery  o f  M r. W illiam  H yer, fo rm erly  a m in ister o f  the C h ris
tian and M issionary  A lliance C hurch . S om e, bu t not a ll, m em bers o f  P resbytery  
and P resb y te ry ’s E xam ination  C om m ittee  w ere aw are o f  an unreso lved  co m 
plain t against M r. H y er’s licensure (January , 1985) in Palm etto  P resby tery . 
All parties g ran t there w as no dup lic ity , no in tention  o f  h id ing  any th ing  from  
P resbytery  o r P resby te ry ’s com m ittee . All g rant that M r. H yer perfo rm ed  
excep tionally  w ell on the exam ination .
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2. C om plain t o f  A pril 30 , 1985 against C alvary  P resb y te ry ’s action  o f  A pril 25, 
1985 in sustain ing  the exam ination  w as susta ined  by P resbytery  at a called  
m eeting  June 6 , 1985. M r. H yer w as re -exam ined  at length  “on his v iew s o f 
T h e o lo g y ..., revela tion , S crip tu re , and the g ift o f  p rophecy” (Minutes o f 
C alvary  P resby tery , June 6 , 1985). T he exam ination  w as susta ined  by a tw o 
to one m ajority .

3. C om plain t o f  June 19, 1985 against the June 6 , 1985 action  o f  C alvary  
P resbytery  in sustain ing  the exam  w as not susta ined  by P resbytery  at its stated 
m eeting  o f  July 27 , 1985. C om plainan ts in form ed Presbytery  o f  the ir in tention 
to com plain  to the G eneral A ssem bly .

B. Sum m ary  o f  v iew s o f  M r. W illiam  H yer on the m atter in question:
1. He affirm ed  tha t, w hile the g ift g iven  to  the apostles and prophets to  convey  

au thorita tive , canon ica l, special revelation  has ceased , there rem ains a co n tin u 
ing N ew  T estam en t g ift o f  p rophecy  w hich does not have canonical authority  
and there is the possib ility  o f  revelation  today  from  G od.

2. He den ies that such prophecy  or revelation  today has canonical au thority  or 
authority  to bind the conscience.

3. He affirm s that the canon  is c lo sed , and that Scrip tural revelation  is fu ll, 
com plete , sup rem e, final.

4. He affirm s that any prophecy  or revelation  today m ust be tested  by and 
subm itted  to  S crip ture .

N ote: N o issues perta in ing  to  tongues o r the in terpre tation  o f  tongues w ere b rought to 
this com m ission  by e ither com plainan ts o r responden ts.

II. Statement of the Issues
A. W hat are M r. H y er’s v iew s concern ing  revelation  and prophecy  today? (S um 

m arized  in I.B . above .)
B. Are M r. H y e r 's  v iew s in accordance  w ith the C onstitu tion  o f  the C hurch?
C . D id C alvary  P resbytery  e rr in susta in ing  M r. H y er’s theo log ica l exam ination?

III. Judgment of the Case
A. S pecifications o f  erro r

C alvary  P resbytery  w as in e rro r in sustain ing  the exam ination  o f  M r. W illiam  
H yer and receiv ing  him  as a m em ber o f  P resby tery , in that his expressed  
theological v iew s re lative to the m atter o f  con tinual revelation  are unconstitu 
tional and are fundam entally  ou t o f  accord  w ith the doctrine  o f  the P resbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica.

B. A m ends
T o annul that portion  o f  the theo log ical exam ination  o f  M r. H yer by C alvary  
P resbytery  w hich deals w ith revelation  (thus suspend ing  P resb y te ry 's  action 
in his recep tion) and to instruct C alvary  P resbytery:

1. to counsel w ith M r. H yer in an effort to  bring  his v iew s in the area o f  revelation  
into conform ity  w ith the C onstitu tional S tandards o f  the PC A ;

2. to re-exam ine M r. H yer on the issue in question  to  determ ine  w hether his 
v iew s have been b rought into accord  w ith the C onstitu tional S tandards;

3. to  report to the 15th G eneral A ssem bly  th rough  the A ssem b ly ’s C om m ittee  
on R eview  and C ontro l.

IV. Explanatory Opinion
T he Westminster Confession o f  Faith states in C hap te r I Section  I. "those  fo rm er w ays 
o f G o d ’s revealing  H is w ill unto  H is people  being now  c eased ."  T h is c losing  sta tem ent
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is very strong and teaches that all m eans by w hich G od  verbally  com m un icated  w ith 
H is people have ceased . T he tex t appealed  to  is H ebrew s 1:1 ,2 . T hus S crip ture w ould  
teach us that those w ays by w hich G od  form erly  revealed  H is w ill by d ream s, v is ions, 
p rophecy , vo ice, e tc . are now  ceased .
T he Westminster Confession o f  Faith I: VI does no t teach  and should  no t be construed  
as allow ing  for con tinu ing  revela tion , but sets forth  the suffic iency  o f  S crip tu re . T hus 
th is section  m ay no t be appealed  to  in o rder to  support the no tion  o f  con tinu ing  
revelation . T hat in w hich  w e are to  rest is none o th er than  the H oly S pirit speak ing  
in the S crip tu re , WCF I:X . Book o f  Church Order 7 -1 , “ U nder the N ew  T estam en t, 
ou r Lord at first co llected  H is people  ou t o f  d ifferen t n a tions, and un ited  them  to the 
household  o f  faith  by the m in istry  o f  ex trao rd inary  o fficers w ho received  ex trao rd inary  
g ifts o f  the Spirit and w ho w ere agen ts by w hom  G od com pleted His revelation  to  H is 
church . Such o fficers and gifts re la ted  to new  revela tion  have no successors since G od 
com pleted  H is revelation  at the conclusion  o f  the A posto lic  A g e .” - 
The C onstitu tional S tandards o f  the PC A  do  not a llow  fo r a type o f  con tinu ing  revelation  
that is not canonical S crip ture  (w hich  is com plete) bu t is m ore than  m ere illum ination  
and p rovidence; a type o f  non-au tho rita tive , non -canon ica l, new  revelation .

V. Commendation
T he C om m ission  w ishes to  com m end  the am iab le  and C hris tlike  S p irit ev idenced  by 
both com plainan ts and responden ts. T he m em bers o f  this C om m ission  en terta in  good 
hope to hear that M r. H yer and the m em bers o f  C alvary  P resby tery  are w alk ing  together 
in the full light o f  G o d 's  tru th . Adopted

M em bers o f  C om m ission :

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
Scott R eiber, C entral G eorg ia  C . E . H ornsby , W arrio r
Bill D ever, SE A labam a B ob S teadm an , S iouxlands
E rw in M orrison , P h iladelph ia  H ow ard  E lem s, C entral F lorida
A llan S to ry , N ew  Je rsey , C hairm an  C harles R o b e rts , G race
D ale Sm ith , N orth  T exas Frank B rock , T ennessee  V alley
B rent B rad ley , W estm inster O . H . Sm ith , G u lf  C oast
Jam es M eek , L ou isiana , C lerk  R obert L iken , P h iladelph ia

D IS S E N T

The undersigned respectfu lly  d issen t from  the action o f the C om m ission  o f  the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  to 
adjudicate C ase # 1 ,  C om plain t o f  G en try , e t a l. vs. C alvary  P resbytery.
G rounds:
1. W hile Mr. H y er's  view s as presented to the C om m ission  m ay be out o f  accord w ith the C onstitu tion  
o f  the C hurch , we do  not believe h is view s are sufficiently  serious and suffic iently  out o f  accord  that C alvary  
Presbytery erred  in receiv ing  him  as a m inister in the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. M r. H yer has clearly  
affirm ed these fundam entals we all w ish to affirm  and m ust affirm  to protect the au thority , suprem acy and 
finality  o f Scripture:

a. He affirm s that the canon is c losed , and that Scriptural revela tion  is fu ll, com ple te, suprem e, final.
b. He den ies that any prophecy or revelation  today has canonical au thority  o r authority  to bind  the 

conscience.
c . He affirm s that any purported prophecy o r revelation  today m ust be li sted by and subm itted  to 

Scripture.
2. N either this com m ission  nor the G eneral A ssem bly  have been in a position know ledgeably  to overturn  
the action o f  C alvary  Presbytery.

a. The com m ission  did not believe it could  properly  exam ine M r. H yer h im self, as he w as neither
com plainant nor respondent in the case. N o transcrip t o r  record o f  P resb y te ry 's  deta iled  exam i-
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nation o f  M r. H yer exists fo r the com m ission  to exam ine. A b rie f paper by M r. H yer was 
p resented  to the com m ission  by the respondents. M em bers o f the com m ission  repeatedly  expressed  
frustration w ith ou r inability  to pose questions o f  M r. H yer h im se lf in o rder to c lear up points 
on w hich we rem ained uncertain,

b. P resbytery , on the o ther hand , devo ted  nearly  three hours to a c lose exam ination  o f  M r. H yer’s 
view s on these issues. T his exam ination  o f  June 6 . 1985, focusing  on  these issues, w as sustained  
by a 32-15 vote o f the Presbytery.

T E  Jam es A. M eek 
RE R obert Liken 
RE H ow ard E lem s

A N SW E R  T O  D ISSE N T

1) The m ajority  concur with the op in ion o f  the Judicial C om m ission  o f the E ighth G eneral A ssem bly  in 
B ogue, el a l. vs. Presbytery o f  the A scension:

"T he C om m ission  judges that s im ply affirm ing that the canon is c losed , and that supposed new 
revelations from  G od add nothing  to the deposit o f  tru th  already found in Scrip ture  does not cover all 
the negations concerning  con tinu ing  revelation  from  G od found in the W C F  I, 1 ,6 ,  and the BC O  7-1. 
These statem ents o f the standards a lso  negate the idea that any ex traord inary  w ays still continue in 
addition to Scripture as w ays by w hich G od verbally  uncovers H is will to H is p eo p le .” (M in u tes , 8th 
G eneral A ssem bly , 8-63)

2) The m ajority  o f the com m ission  believes that the record  w as suffic iently  exp lic it to show  that M r. H yer 
w as out o f  accord w ith the standards.

M inutes o f  th e C om m ission  to D eal w ith Jud icia l C ase # 1 ,
C om plain t o f  G entry  et a l. vs. C alvary  Presbytery

The com m ission  to adjudicate C ase # 1  convened at 5:40  p .m . June 24. 1986, R oom  # 2 5 ,  A cadem y o f 
M usic, Philadelphia , and w as called to order by the C onvener, T E  D ale Sm ith , w ho led in prayer.

TE  Palm er R obertson w as e lected  chairm an by acclam ation .
TE  Jam es M eek was e lected  clerk by acclam ation .
A quorum  o f the com m ission  w as determ ined to be presen t. Roll: T each ing  Elders R obertson , R eiber, 

D ever, M orrison , S torey , Sm ith , B radley , and M eek; R uling E lders H om sby , S teadm an , E lem s. R oberts. 
Sm ith , and R obeson.

C /C  to recess until 10:00 a .m . June 25 , 1986, w ith parties asked to appear at 10:30 a .m . T E  M orrison 
led in prayer.

The com m ission  was called  to order at 10:13 a .m . on June 25 , 1986 by the chairm an . T E  Brent Bradley 
led in prayer.

C /C  to perm it T E  Palm er R obertson  and RE Ed R obeson to w ithdraw  from  the com m ission  fo r personal 
reasons. A lternate T im  Fortner w as seated  as a com m ission  m em ber.

T E  Sm ith w as appoin ted  as tem porary  chairm an.
T E  Storey w as e lected  chairm an.
M /S/C  to dism iss T E  Fortner due to p revious acquain tance w ith the case.
C /C  RE R obert L iken (alternate) w as seated  as a full m em ber o f the com m ission .
The roll w as again  read and a quorum  w as certified  by the clerk . T he roll o f  c om pla inan ts, responden ts, 

and v isitors w as recorded: T eaching  E lders R obertson , R eiber, D ever, M orrison , S to rey , Sm ith , B radley , 
M eek, and Fortner; R uling Elders H om sby , S teadm an, E lem s, R oberts. S m ith , B rock, and L iken; C om p
lainants G en try , S ettle , and T insley; R espondents C ross, W iest, and A lexander; M r. W illiam  H yer; V isitor 
TE Jim  H utchens.

C hairm an Storey declared  that the com m ission  w as about to pass to the judgm en t o f  the case.
T E  D ever led the com m ission  in prayer.
C om plainants and R espondents concurred  that the record  need not be read aloud.
C om plainants and R espondents concurred  in the accuracy o f the record.
C om plainants and R espondents presented open ing  argum ents.
M /S/C  to reconvene at 2:00  p .m .
T he chairm an exhorted  the com m ission  not to discuss the case  w ith others.
M /S/C  to authorize com plainan ts and responden ts  in this case  to use the resources o f the c le rk 's  office 

for needed copies and to inquire regarding re im bursem ent fo r m aterials already private ly  printed.
M /S/C  to recess. T E  Sm ith led in prayer.
The com m ission  to adjudicate case  #  I w as called  to  order at 2:15 p. m. June 25 . 1986 by the chairm an.
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T E  D ever led in prayer.
Roll: T eaching Elders R eiber. D ever, M orrison, S to rey , S m ith . B radley , and M eek; R uling Elders 

H ornsby. S teadm an. E lem s, R oberts, Sm ith , B rock, and L iken; C om plainan ts  G en try , S ettle , and Tinsley; 
R espondents C ross, W iest, and A lexander; M r. W illiam  Hycr.

The com m ission  posed questions o f com plainan ts and respondents fo r c larification .
The chairm an ordered  a five-m inute recess.
The com m ission  reconvened.
T E  V aughn H athaw ay w as present to  o ffer advice answ ering  com m issioners ' questions concerning  the 

appropriateness o f posing questions to  M r. Hyer.
TE H athaw ay excused.
M /S/C  to d ism iss com plainants and respondents until 9 :00  a .m . June 26, 1986.
M /S/C  that we discuss specifications one by one with M r. H y e r 's  responses before considering  w hether 

to ask the A ssem bly if  we m ay question  M r Hyer.
M /S/C  to recess at 5:35 p .m . and reconvene at 7 :30  p .m . M em bers H ornsby, M orrison, and B rock 

excused  from  the evening  session as the com m ission  will m erely  be perfecting  questions to be d irected  to 
the respondents.

T he com m ission  to adjudicate case  # 1  w as called  to o rder at 7:45 p .m . June 25 . 1986 by the chairm an.
RE H ornsby led in prayer.

Roll o f  m em bers present: T eaching  E lders R eiber. D ever, S to rey . Sm ith , B radley, and M eek; R uling 
E lders H ornsby, S teadm an. R oberts, Sm ith , and Liken.

M em bers o f  the com m ission  a ttem pted to refine questions to be posed.
Recess to reconvene in front o f T enth  Presbyterian  C hurch at the conclusion  o f Dr. K o o p 's  address in 

the m orning.
The com m ission  recessed at 8:45 p .m . C hairm an S torey led in prayer.
The com m ission  to adjudicate case #1  convened  at 9 :30  a .m . June 26. 1986 at Tenth Presbyterian 

C hurch and was called to order by the chairm an. RE G lass led in prayer.
Roll: Teaching Elders R eiber. D ever. M orrison. S to rey , Sm ith , B radley, and M eek; R uling Elders 

H ornsby. S teadm an, E lem s, R oberts, Sm ith , B rock, and Liken: C om plainants G en try . S ettle , and T insley: 
Respondents C ross, W iest. and A lexander: M r. W illiam  Hyer.

M em bers o f the com m ission  posed questions fo r c larification  o f  com plainants and respondents.
M /S/C  to m ove im m ediately to c losing argum ents w ith p rov iso  that the clerk be allow ed to c larify  som e 

w ording o f the final report.
The chairm an ordered  a five-m inute  recess, after w hich the com m ission  reconvened.
Respondents and com plainants presented c losing argum ents.
C /C  to d ism iss com plainants and respondents and recess until 1:30 p .m . T E  M eek led in prayer.
The com m ission to adjudicate case # 1  convened at Tenth P resbyterian  C hurch  at 1:45 p .m . and was 

called  to order by the chairm an.
RE R oberts led in prayer.
Roll: Teaching Elders R eiber, D ever. M orrison, S to rey . S m ith . B radley , and M eek; R uling Elders 

H ornsby. S teadm an. E lem s, R oberts. Sm ith , and Liken.
The com m ission  proceeded to discuss and consider the m erits o f the case.
M /S/C  that each  m em ber o f the com m ission  be lim ited to three m inutes for initial com m ents at this tim e.
The chairm an ordered  that the com m ission  w as ready to p roceed to R A O  X , A , 13.
The chairm an ordered  a b rie f recess.

Specifications o f  e rror
C alvary Presbytery was in e rro r in sustain ing  the exam ination  o f  M r. W illiam  H yer and receiv ing  him  
as a m em ber o f  P resbytery , in that h is expressed  theological view s relative to the m atter o f  continued 
revelation are unconstitutional and are fundam entally  out o f  accord  w ith the doctrine  o f the P resbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica 8-5-0 

Am ends
To annul that portion o f the theological exam ination  o f  M r. H yer by C alvary  Presbytery  w hich deals 
with revelation (thus suspending C alvary  P resb y te ry 's  action in his reception) and to instruct C alvary 
Presbytery:
1) to  counsel with M r H yer in an effort to bring  his view s in the area o f  revelation  into conform ity  

with the C onstitutional S tandards o f  the PCA;
2) to re-exam ine M r H yer on the issue in question  to determ ine w hether h is view s have been 

brought into accord  w ith the C onstitu tional S tandards;
3) to  report to the 15th G eneral A ssem bly through the A ssem b ly 's  C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontrol.

C 'C  to recess at 4 :30  until 8 :00 p .m . in R oom  # 2 5  in the A cadem y o f  M usic.
The com m ission  to  adjudicate case # 1  convened at 8:05 p .m . at the A cadem y o f  M usic and w as called
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to order by the chairm an.
RE Sm ith led in prayer.
Roll: T eaching  E lders R eiber, D ever. M orrison , S to rey , Sm ith , B radley , and M eek; R uling  Elders 

S teadm an, E lem s, R oberts. Sm ith , and Liken.
M /S/C  to approve the p roposed report as am ended.
M /S/C  to receive the d issent offered  by T E  M eek , el at.
M /S/C  to answ er the dissent and that the answ er be appended to the report.
T E  D ale Sm ith w as e lected  by acclam ation  to present the report o f the com m ission , w ith T E  M orrison 

as alternate.
M /S/C  to  approve the m inutes as am ended w ith thanks to  the clerk.
M /S/C  to adjoum  at 10:00 p .m .
T E  Storey led in prayer.

The follow ing negative votes w ere recorded:

Tom  Leopard 
Jonathan  Seda 
Peter R. Vaughn 
Stuart Sacks 
Hugh S. Pow lison 
M ichael G oheen

R espectfully  subm itted . 
Jam es G . M eek, clerk 
A ttested: F. A llen S torey ,

H arry D. Long 
S. Jam es B achm ann, Jr. 
H ow ard E. E lem s 
Robert B. Louthan 
H ow ard M cPhee 
Robert M cPherson

J r .,  chairm an

TE Don C odling  requested  that his negative  vote be recorded for the follow ing reason: T he conclusion  
that every form  o f  special revelation  ceased  w ith the apostolic age cannot be susta ined  w ithout adding to 
the Scrip tures, w hich is contrary  both to ou r C onfession  and the Scrip tures.

The M inutes o f  the C om m ission  w ere approved.

14-92 Reading of the Minutes
A m otion  w as m ade to allow  the S tated  C lerk  and the tw o record ing  c lerks to 

review  and approve the M inutes fo r pub lica tion . Adopted

14-93 Adjournment
T here  being  no fu rther business to  com e before  the cou rt, the A ssem bly  voted to 

ad joum . T he M oderator decla red  the court ad journed  at 3:55 p .m ..  to m eet again  in 
G rand R apids, M ich igan , June 15-19, 1987. F o llow ing  the sing ing  o f  the hym n "A ll 
For Jesus” and Psalm  133, T E  Frank B arker p ronounced  the bened ic tion .

14-94 Excuses from Part of the Assembly
The fo llow ing  com m issioners filed  excuses for absence from  a portion  o f  the 

A ssem bly  as indicated:
Sandy W illson 

Wednesday, June 25, 1986
p .m . Joseph  Ryan 

Thursday, June 26, 1986
10:30 a .m . 
2 :3 0 p .m . 
3 :1 5 p .m . 
4 :40 p .m . 
5 :0 0 p .m . 
5 :3 0 p .m .

M itchell B yers 
R obert A ckley 
John  H oogstrate 
Jim m y L yons 
Edw ard T . N oe 
G eorge R. B ragdon 
L eo n ard G . B row n 
Paul R. G ilchrist 
C arroll W ynne

D ew ey D . M urphy

H. L. Sm ith 
D avid R. B row n 
E dm und P. C low ney  
Jim  R ichw ine
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7 :0 0 p .m . D avid  H all R obert Severin
11:0 0 p .m . W ill M etzger
lay, June 27, 1986

a .m . B ob A shbaugh C harles G . D eB ardeleben
D avid  K arlberg K . E ric Perrin
Jam es Perry N ick E. Protos
D. K. R eam  III S helton  P. Sanford
K ennedy Sm artt Joe  A . W olfe

7 :3 0 a .m . Je ff  R akes
9 :3 0 a .m . W illiam  A . F ox , Jr. T ay lo r M cG ow n

1 0 :0 0 a .m . R ichard  C hew ning D oug G riffith
W illiam  F. Joseph  III T erry  T ray lo r

1 0 :30a .m . C harles W . H ainline Jo h n C . R opp , Jr.
1 1:00 a .m . R andy K inbrough G regory  E . M ott

John  M . M cA rthur, Jr. R andall Y elverton
11:20 a .m . T ed L ester
11:3 0 a .m . R aym ond B. Fell Paul G . Settle

noon R obert A uffarth G eorge  B . B rengle
G erry  C offee R ussell R . D oig
C alv in  Frett T hom as G regory
John Hall D onald  H . P ost, Jr.
H enry  S. T higpen J o h n L . V ance
M ike W addell 
C harles W inck ler

L oren V . W atson

1 2 :1 5 a .m . W illiam  W . M axim
12:40 a .m . T im othy  B. D obbins

1:0 0 p .m . H ow ard C . K elley Ric R aines
1 :3 0 p .m . W illiam  S. H enderson John  W oll
1:45 p .m . W illiam  M cC olley
2:00 p .m . T hom as W aldecker
2 :1 5 p .m . V aughn E. H athaw ay , Jr.
2 :3 0 p .m . Paul H . A lexander 

D aniel G . O sborne
L loyd B . M oore

3 :3 0 p .m . Jim  B land T hom as Fortney
John M cN icoll D onald  Vos

4 :1 0 p .m . T erry  Jones G eorge S tulac
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PART III

APPENDICES

T he A ppendices include the R eports o f  the P erm anent C om m ittees as o rig inally  
subm itted  to  the G eneral A ssem bly , excep t w here the tex t m ay have been  am ended  
by the A ssem bly . T he recom m endations in th is section  are those o rig inally  subm itted  
by the P erm anent C om m ittees, and  m ay not have been adop ted  by the A ssem bly . See 
the reports o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m iss ioners  fo r each  o f  the respective  com m ittees 
to  find the recom m endations as they  w ere adop ted  by the A ssem bly .

T he budgets as approved  by the A ssem bly  are found  in A ppendix  C , p . 274
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APPENDIX A

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

IN T R O D U C T IO N
T he S tated C lerk desires to express H is thanks to G od  and to the C hurch  for perm itting  him  to serve 

in this capacity  since the beginning  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.

I. D U T IE S  O F  T H E  C L E R K  R E V IE W E D
The functions o f the S tated C le rk 's  o ffice , include the p reparation , publication  and c ircu lation  o f  the 

C om m issioner’s H andbook, the publish ing o f the M inutes o f  the G enera l A ssem b ly , and the ga thering  and 
publish ing  o f  the statistical and o ther inform ation in the annual Yearbook. T his year we w ere able to publish 
the M inutes  early  in the Fall, thus enabling  us to w ork on the Yearbook  during  the W in ter and the H andbook  
during  the spring. In addition to these three regu lar pub lica tions, a D igest o f  A ssem b ly  M inutes  has been 
p repared  this year. It is the hope o f  the C lerk that this w ill have been  pub lished  by the tim e o f  the A ssem bly 
m eeting.

The M inutes  w ere sent to all churches in O ctober as the m eans o f  com ply ing  w ith  the T hirteenth  
A ssem bly d irective that certain  reports be c irculated  to the C hurch . In addition  to the preparation  and m ailing  
o f  the regu lar H andbook, the C le rk 's  O ffice w as d irected  to send to all churches, the A d Interim  Report 
on the G eneral A ssem bly 90  days before the A ssem bly . T his w as done by bulk m ail a w eek before the 90 
day deadline.

In addition to these publishing duties, the S tated C le rk ’s O ffice has the responsib ility  o f  handling  the 
m inisterial data form s for the denom ination . At the direction  o f the T h irteen th  G enera] A ssem bly , a  m anual 
for churches seeking pastors has been p repared , and is currently  in use by churches seeking pastors. A 
church profile form  has also  been p repared , w hich enab les the office to m ake use o f  a com puter in m atching 
the type o f m inister desired w ith the m inisterial data  form s. This has greatly  exped ited  the task o f  the office 
in this area.

One o f  the tim e consum ing tasks for the C lerk this year has been his involvem ent as a m em ber o f  the 
Sub-com m ittee on C om puting . This com m ittee  has m et a num ber o f  tim es, seeking to w ork out a coordinated  
approach to com puting  for the various com m ittees and agencies o f  the A ssem bly . O ne o f  the benefits that 
has com e to the C le rk 's  office has been the uniform ity  o f w ord processing  by m ost o f  the o ffices. This 
m eans that the reports can all be subm itted on d iskettes , and not have to be retyped by the S tated  C le rk 's  
O ffice T he transfer o f this data to the p rin ter for typesetting , also  saves tim e and effort in this area.

The C le rk 's  O ffice keeps the prim ary m ailing list for m inisters and churches updated  in the com puter. 
It is hoped that this can eventually  relieve o ther offices from  having  to duplicate  this task as they com e on 
line with the central com puter.

The A ssem bly w ill be interested in know ing that the use o f com puters by the C le rk 's  O ffice has enabled 
this O ffice to cut dow n on the num ber o f  perm anent and part tim e secretaries that it uses.

O ther regular duties o f the S tated C lerk are his assignm ent to sit as a m em ber o f the Interchurch R elations 
C om m ittee , and as a m em ber o f  the A ssem bly A rrangem ents C om m ittee . He also sits as an advisor to the 
C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , and to the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness.

The C le rk 's  O ffice also has the responsibility  o f p reserv ing  the records o f the various A ssem bly  C om 
m ittees and A gencies. This it does through the PCA A rch ives, w hich are presently  housed at C ovenant 
T heological Sem inary . (See A ttachm ent A for the report o f  the A rch ives.)

I I . A D D IT IO N A L  A C T IV IT IE S
In addition to these regular duties the C lerk , in accord  w ith his call to the o ffice , w hich specified that 

he m ay w rite and teach as tim e perm its (M 5 G A , 5-7 , III, 4 . p. 79), has been involved in both sorts o f 
activ ities. He has served as an adjunct faculty  m em ber at C ovenan t T heological S em inary , teaching  a course 
on the W estm inster S tandards in the Fall term , and one on A pologetics at the W in ter Interterm . He also 
com pleted  an introductory book on C hristian doctrine  for the G reat C om m ission  P ublications. A series o f  
20 half hour video tapes on the W estm inster S tandards together with accom panying  study gu ides w as 
prepared for the C om m ittee on C hristian Education and Publications.

The C lerk has consulted  w ith the g roup that is setting up the new T hom w cll T heological Sem inary  in 
G reenv ille . South C aro lina , to serve ou r church in the southeast. He expects to teach som e courses for this 
institution as an adjunct faculty  m em ber as tim e perm its.
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III. ST A T IST IC S
The C lerk reports that the Yearbook  w as delayed tw o m onths due to  the slow ness o f  som e churches in 

reporting their s tatistics. The C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  has d irected  that the C lerk  report to the A ssem bly 
those churches, w ho have failed to  respond in tim e for publication  (D eadline  w as ex tended  from  January  
31st to M arch 31st) to  the request o f  the A ssem bly  fo r statistical reports.

They are as follows:

C alvary
Z ion , C hester, SC 
Liberty Springs, C ross H ill, SC 
C en ter Poin t, M oore, SC 
M ountville , M ountville , SC 

Central C arolina
Second S treet, A lbem arle , NC 
W estm inster R eform ed , C oncord , NC 

Central G eorgia
A m ericus, A m ericus, GA 
First, S andersville , GA 
Hull M em oria l, S avannah, GA  
W estm inster, V aldosta , G A  

C ovenant
F irst, C larendon , AR 
Ragland M em oria l. Forrest C ity , AR 
G race, G erm antow n, TN 
G renada, G renada, MS 
H ouston, H ouston , MS 
Itta B ena, Itta B ena, MS 
M organ C ity , M organ C ity , MS 
C ollege H ill, O xford , MS 
R eform ed, P ontotoc. MS 

D elm arva
Forest Park, B altim ore, M D 

Eastern C anada
C ovenant R eform ed. N ew castle , NB 

Evangel
B riarw ood, B irm ingham . AL 
R eform ed H eritage. B irm ingham , AL 
C om m unity , H untsville , AL 
First, R ussellv ille , AL

G race
Sleigo , C ollins. MS 
Ellisv ille, E llisv ille. MS 
C harles M . A nderson M em orial, G loster, MS 
Liberty , L iberty , MS 
M onticello , M onticello , MS 
O ldenburg . O ldenburg , MS 

G reat Lakes
T rin ity , C o lum bus, OH 

G u lf C oast
W allace M em orial, Panam a C ity , FL 
New Philadelphia, Q uincy , FL

Illiana
R eform ed. C utler, IL 

Jam es R iver
Sycam ore, M idlo th ian , VA 
C alv in . R ichm ond. VA 
New C ovenan t. V irginia B each, VA 

Korean Eastern
K orean C entra l. B altim ore, M D

K orean B ethel, C h icago , IL 
L ivingston  K orean , E lizabeth , NJ 
New L ife o f  P h iladelphia , G lenside , PA 
First K orean o f  N . Penn, L ansdale, PA 
U nion K orean , N ew port N ew s, VA 
K orean C en tra l, V ienna, VA 

K orean Southw est
T he K orean F irst, C o lorado  Springs, C O  
K orean D allas, D allas, TX  
A sia, Los A ngeles, CA 
R okw on, N orw alk , C A  
O ntario  C en tra l, O n tario , CA 
W estm inster, P lacen tia, CA 
K orean Peniel, San Jo se , CA 
K orean G lo ry , San Jose , CA 

Louisiana
A tchafalaya, M elville, LA 

M ississippi V alley
S m yrna, K osciusko , M S 
C aro lina , M adden, M S 

N ew  Jersey
Evangelical, M t. L aurel, NJ 
V entnor. V entnor, NJ 

New R iver
P liny, P liny , W V 
F riendsh ip , P rinceton, W V 

N orth Texas
C o lleyv ille , C o lleyv ille , TX  

N orthern  Illinois
G race, W heaton , IL 

O klahom a
H eritage R eform ed , O klahom a C ity , OK  
C alvary , S tilw ell, OK

Pacific
V alley , Sepu lveda, CA 

Pacific N orthw est
C ovenan t, Issaquah, W A 
Liberty B ay, P oulsbo, W A 

Palm etto
H eritage, W est C olum bia , SC 

P hiladelphia
L ansdale, L ansdale, PA 
Peace C hapel, W arm inster, PA 
C alvary , W illow  G rove , PA 
K orean S ain ts . W illow  G rove , PA 

South Texas
C ovenan t, B eaum ont, TX 
H eritage. C orpus C hristi, TX 

Southeast A labam a
I .ow ndcsboro . L ow ndesboro , A L 

Southern  Florida
Seacrest B oulevard . D elray B each. FL 
W estm inster, Fort M yers, FL
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W arrior
A kron, A kron. AL 
O xford , C uba, AL 
F irst, E u taw , AL 
Faunsdale , Faunsdale , AL 
G ainesv ille , G ainesv ille , AL 
First, G reensboro , AL

W estern  C arolina
H azelw ood , H azelw ood, NC 
Frank , N ew land , NC 

W estm inster
King M em orial. B risto l, VA 
L ippincott. B ristol, VA 

T otal o f 87 churches not reporting

T his m eans that o f a total o f  888 churches we have reports o f  801 chu rches, o r 90% . W hen the statistics
o f  a large church  are m issing  it detracts from  the value o f  the reports for statistical studies. T he  statistics
show  the following:

C om m unicant m em bers 151,570
M inisters 1,657

Total 153,227

N on-com m unicant m em bers 
C hurches

27 .165
8 8 8

Total receipts
Total benevolent d isbursem ents 
Total all d isbursem ents

$ 1 24 ,647 ,668
$33 ,315 ,873

$ 1 2 1 ,4 3 1 ,1 9 0

IV . S U M M A R Y  O F A C T IO N S T A K E N  BY T H E  C O A  SU B C O M M IT T E E  O N  T H E  ST A T E D  
C L E R K ’S O F FIC E
1. A ffirm ed the principle that the h iring and supervision  o f the A rchives O ffice , including  its budget 
oversight are under the S tated C lerk , and that contact w ith  the A rchives should  be through the S tated 
C lerk. The accountant shall keep the Stated C lerk  curren tly  appraised  o f  the financial status o f  the 
O ffice o f  the Stated C lerk , and the C lerk is to com m unicate  the expenditures and budgeting  o f  the 
A rchives to the C oordinator.
2. That the CO A  erect an A dvisory Sub com m ittee  o f  five persons to m eet w ith the S tated C lerk 
and A rchivist in order to review  the current p rogress o f  the developm ent and w ork o f the A rchives, 
and to give counsel and advice on p lanning for the future. This Sub-com m ittee  is to m eet at least 
annually , to  report to the C O A  through the Stated  C le rk 's  R eport.
This Sub-com m ittee is m ade up o f the follow ing persons:

T E  G eorge W . K night III, m em ber o f  the C O A , C hairm an
RE Joseph H all, L ibrarian o f C ovenant Sem inary , Secretary
M iss Lannae G raham . Professional A rchivist 
RP1 J. Ligon D uncan, J r ..  publisher o f  historical m aterial

3. A uthorized the printing and m ailing o f  the 1985 M inutes. T hese M inutes  are to be d istribu ted  to 
the S tated C lerks o f  all Sessions, to all T eaching  Elders registered  at the 1985 G eneral A ssem bly , 
to all S tated C lerks o f  P resbyteries, if not o therw ise receiv ing  a copy , and to C om m ittees and 
A gencies o f  the PC A . Funds for this are to be taken from  the surp lus registration  fees from  the 1985 
G eneral A ssem bly.
4. A uthorized the typesetting  and publishing o f the D igest o f  G enera l A ssem bly  M inutes. T he S tated
C lerk , by use o f m ailings and the M essenger, shall advertise p re-publication  subscrip tion  o f  the
D igest at $15 per copy. T hose w ho subscribe shall receive, at a nom inal cost, annual updates.
5. A dopted a position in contradistinction  to  the proposal o f  the C O A  staff, that since the S tated 
C lerk is an officer o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and in accordance w ith the B ylaw s III, 3 and R A O  
III, 3 .2 , he is answ erable to the C O A  directly  and is not under any C oord inato r. It is im portant for 
the A d-Interim  C om m ittee  to understand that we believe that this princip le is the historical perspective  
o f  the PC A . and that it should be m aintained in all restructuring  o f  the A ssem bly. F urtherm ore, the 
A d-Interim  C om m ittee is encouraged to study the historical background o f  the office o f  the S tated 
C lerk in A m erican P resbyterianism  and the present structures o f  N A PA R C  C hurches.
6 . A ccepted  the use o f  M orton S m ith ’s personal L anier w ord p rocessor, during  the past 39 m onths, 
as a m ore than adequate  repaym ent o f  the indebtedness he incurred  several years ago due to a C O A  
accounting  error.
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V . R E PO R T  O N  T H E  V O T E S O N  P R O P O SE D  A M E N D M E N T S T O  T H E  B O O K  O F  C H U R C H  
O R D E R

A ttachm ent C contains the record o f the presby tery  votes on the proposed am endm ents to the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder. It takes tw o th irds o r 27 o f  the P resbyteries to approve a B C O  am endm ent. T he follow ing 
sum m arizes the votes as o f  A pril 30, 1986:

1. Item  1 3 1 -3
2 . Item  2 3 4 -1
3. Item  3 2 9 - 6
4. Item  4 2 7 - 8
5. Item  5 3 4 -  1
6 . Item  6 3 3 - 2
7. Item  7 3 4 - 1
8 . Item  8 3 4 - 1
9. Item  9 2 3 -1 2
10. Item  10 3 5 - 0
11. Item  11 2 9 - 6
12. Item  12 2 2 -1 3
13. Item  13 2 8 - 7
14. Item  14 2 6 - 7

V I. R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S FR O M  T H E  ST A T E D  C L ER K
(Note: These com e to  the A ssem bly  from  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , and are to  be presented 
to the A ssem bly through the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on A dm in istra tion . See R ecom m endations 
27-30. p. 251.)

ATTACHMENT A 

REPORT OF THE ARCHIVES TO THE 
FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

1. A rch ives StafT: Three staff m em bers have served in the archives on a half-tim e basis since July 
1985. A cting D irector, R andy M cG uire, oversees s taff opera tions, trains and supervises student 
w orkers and volunteers, corresponds w ith church  historians and carries out fund-raising  activ ities. 
A dm inistrative Secretary , L eona S teele , m anages routine business opera tions, bookkeep ing , adm in is
trative correspondence and acts as receptionist. C hurch H istory S ecretary , Susan S tarnes, types 
church history co rrespondence , answ ers routine requests for acid-free paper and p rom otional brochures 
and transcribes oral interview  tapes.

2. Student W orkers: W e are very fortunate to have h igh ly-m otivated , w ell-inform ed sem inary  students 
available to help with the heavy w ork load. Lee L ark in , C hurch H istory  A ssistan t, w as a professional 
archivist before a ttending C ovenan t Sem inary  He is responsib le  for accession ing  all docum ents 
received by the archives and for processing  church  history m aterials sent in by church  historians. 
S tan T yvoll, Special P roject A ssistan t, is a T h .M . student, p resently  w riting  his thesis on  the 
epistem ology o f Dr. G ordon C lark . Stan has been chosen  by Dr. C la rk 's  fam ily to  process the C lark 
papers, w hich have recently  been loaned to the archives. O ther student w orkers assisting  the staff 
in 1985 w ere D. A lan C alhoun and Eric D uble , w ho helped  process hundreds o f  local church history 
co llections, and G . Thom as H unter, w ho organ ized  the m ass o f books and periodicals in our historical 
library. A deep deb t o f  gratitude is ow ed to all o f  these young m en w ho have served us far beyond 
the m inim al com pensation  they have received fo r their w ork.

3. A rch ives V olunteers: A num ber o f  ladies have volunteered  tim e each  w eek to assist in processing  
ou r records co llections. M rs. Florence G raham  spends tw o full days per w eek processing  the vo lum in
ous correspondence and financial records o f the C O A . M rs. Ruth Schauffele  spent her full tim e 
during  Fall Sem ester sorting and arranging portions o f  the J O liver Busw ell papers w hile her husband 
taught at the Sem inary . M rs. L inda M errick  spends four hours per week processing  the early  pastoral 
papers o f  Francis Schaeffer. And M rs. La V erne R ayburn , w ife o f  form er Sem inary  President Robert 
R ayburn , contributes four hours each  w eek to organ izing  records having  to do  w ith the early 
developm ent o f C ovenan t Sem inary.

4. A rch ives C om m ittee: A t the Sep tem ber 1985 m eeting  o f the C O A . an archives subcom m ittee  was 
appoin ted  to oversee the operation  o f the archives. T E  G eorge K night III w as appo in ted  chairm an .
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RE. Joseph H all, secretary , and M r. L igon D uncan, Jr. and M iss Lannae G raham  serve as m em bers 
o f the com m ittee. T he com m ittee m et in O ctober 1985, January  1986 and held a conference call in 
M arch 1986 to prepare  a 1986-87 budget proposal and to draft an archives position  paper for 
subm ission to G eneral A ssem bly and prin ting  in pam phlet form  (see A ttachm ent B).

5. Publicity: In D ecem ber 1985, tw o brochures w ere p rin ted . T he first, en titled  “PCA H istorical 
A rch ives,"  provides a basic in troduction to the opera tions, serv ices and ho ld ings o f  the archives. 
The second, en titled  “ W riting C hurch H is to ry ,” is a step-by-step-gu ideline  to assist church  h istorians 
in w riting their annual h istories. A letter w as sent to  the pastors o f each  congregation  in the PC A . 
along w ith copies o f  the brochures, to acquain t them  w ith our serv ices, to encourage participation  
in the C hurch H istory Program  and to so licit their financial support. W e are also  sending out a 
quarterly  new sletter to pastors, historians and o ther in terested  persons to keep  them  up-to-date  with 
developm ents in the archives.

6 . S e rv ices: The prim ary function o f  the archives is to preserve and m ake availab le  for reference the 
official records o f  the P C A 's  com m ittees and agencies. P rocessing  has so fa r concen trated  on the 
CO A  records, but o ther com m ittee records will be processed  as w orkers are added to the staff. It 
is im portant that com m ittee and agency staff m em bers becom e fam iliar w ith the gu idelines for records 
m anagem ent w hich w ere adopted by the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly . The second m ajor function  o f  the 
archives is the adm inistration  o f the C hurch H istory P rogram . T h is is the service w hich tends to 
dom inate ou r daily  activ ities. D uring the past several m onths m any church  h istories have been 
received and num erous requests fo r assistance have been filled. Personal responses to the needs o f  
church h istorians have heightened participation  in this p rogram .

7. A cquisitions: Several m ajor docum ent co llections w ere acquired  during  the past year. T he fam ily 
o f the late Dr. G ordon C lark loaned the personal papers o f D r. C lark  to the archives for the purpose 
o f processing  and duplicating . W hen processing  is com ple ted , three co llections o f  C la rk 's  papers 
w ill be available  for research at d ifferent locations. T he cost o f  processing  these papers is being 
borne by Rev. and M rs. W yatt G eorge o f  M urphysboro , Illinois. T he second body o f papers are 
those o f long-tim e m issionary to Japan , Rev. W illiam  A . M cllw aine. Thirty  boxes o f m ateria ls, 
covering  a span o f som e 100 years (including  the m inistry  o f  h is fa ther, W . B. M cllw aine), are 
contained in these records. T hese, along w ith the papers o f  R ev. and M rs. Jam es M cA lp ine, already 
held by the archives, will form a very crucial record  o f  early  Presbyterian m issions in Japan . In 
M arch 1986, 2 IO cub ic  feet o f correspondence, reports and financial records o f  M TW  w ere transferred  
to the archives from  A tlanta. T hese, together w ith the records o f  all o ther PC A  agencies and 
com m ittees, provide a con tinuous, deta iled  record  o f PC A  denom inational operations from  its incep
tion in 1973 through the end o f  1982.

8 . O p e ra tin g  B u d g et: As a result o f  the appeals m entioned above and special appeals for support from 
the S tated C lerk , receipts have been up significantly  in the past quarter. E xpenses have rem ained 
w ithin the approved budget for 1985-86. T he w o m en 's  1985 Love G ift, w hich w as designated  for 
support o f the archives, has exceeded $55 ,000 . T he p roposed archives budget for FY 1986-87 was 
approved by the C O A  for subm ission to G eneral A ssem bly.

R espectfully  subm itted ,
R andy M cG uire. A cting D irector
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ATTACHMENT B

ARCHIVES POSITION PAPER 
PRESENT STATUS AND FUTURE NEEDS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ARCHIVES OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

T able  o f  C ontents

Introduction 
Irchives in the Bible 
M odem  U ses for A rchives 
Setting U p an A rchives 
T he C hallenge

IN T R O D U C T IO N

A rchives. For m any peop le , the w ord conjures up  visions o f  piles o f o ld  stuff: leather-bound  books, 
w rinkled and yellow ing docum ents, and assorted  odd m useum  p ieces, all covered  w ith a  substantia l layer 
o f dust and occasionally  m olded, stacked up  in untidy m ounds w aiting  for som eone to  com e around  once 
every ten years o r so to look through it and laugh at the funny old  p ic tures. T here  is no th ing  in th is vision 
to indicate that any o f  the m aterial w ould  be useful for anyth ing  except to  satisfy idle curio sity , o r to keep 
som e eccentric  scholar busy  up in his ivory tow er.

If  that w ere an accurate descrip tion  o f  w hat archives are all abou t, the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
w ould have absolu tely  no business having one. But a  m odem  archives is m uch m ore than a  place to  put 
Oid th ings out o f  the w ay; it is a vital part o f any healthy  organ ization ; a place w here h istory  com es alive 
to  serve the present; w here the individual C hristian  w itness o f PCA m em bers can rem ain  alive and effec tive , 
long after they have gone H om e.

A R C H IV E S IN T H E  B IB L E
There is a good deal o f  precedent fo r the ro le o f  archives in the B ible. T he w ord “ rem em ber" in its 

various form s occurs over tw o  hundred tim es in the O ld and N ew  T estam ents, and the com m and  for the 
L o rd 's  people not to forget is issued forty-three  tim es. T he Lord w ants H is people to  rem em ber: their 
m istakes, so they m ight avoid falling into the sam e trap  tw ice; the fa ithfu lness o f  the saints w ho  have gone 
before them , for encouragem ent and inspiration; and especially  to rem em ber the L o rd ’s covenan t w ith his 
people, and H is m ighty acts in their behalf.

In E xodus 16:32-33, N um bers 17:10, and D euteronom y 10:2, the Lord specifically  instructed  M oses to 
put a ja r  o f m anna, A a ro n 's  rod that budded , and the tab lets o f the T en C om m andm ents in to  the A rk o f 
the C ovenan t, as a  testim ony: the first co llection  o f  relig ious archives and m useum  m ateria l. “A nd thou 
shalt put into the ark the testim ony w hich I shall give th e e .” E xodus 25:16.

O n several occasions, the Lord instructed H is people to set up a m em orial to help them  rem em ber, m ost 
notably in Joshua 4 :1 -7 , w hen he told them  to take stones out o f  the bed o f the Jordan R iver after they had 
crossed  over into the Prom ised Land as the Lord held back  the w aters. "T hat this m ay be a  sign am ong 
you, that, w hen your children  ask in tim e to com e, say ing . W hat m ean ye by these stones? then ye shall 
say unto them . B ecause the w aters o f  the Jordan w ere cu t o ff  before the ark o f the covenan t o f  the Lord; 
w hen it passed over the Jo rdan , the w aters o f  the Jordan w ere  cut off: and these  stones shall be for a 
m em orial unto the children  o f  Israel fo rev e r.”

There is a lso  an illustration  o f the practical uses o f  archives in the B ible. In the book o f E zra , in the 
fifth and sixth chap ters, is the account o f the rebuild ing  o f  the tem ple  in Jerusalem  afte r the B abylonian  
captiv ity . Enem ies o f  the reconstruction  e ffo rt successfu lly  halted the w ork for a num ber o f  years by 
questioning  w hether Zerubbabel and Joshua had any authority  to  rebuild  the tem ple. Z erubbabel tried  to 
explain that they had been com m anded  to rebuild  it by the E m peror C yrus, but as that gentlem an w as now  
dead , he could  not be appealed  to in person. T he Jew s appealed  to the B abylonian  governo r o f  the p rov ince, 
w ho in tum  w rote to the curren t E m peror, D arius. D arius had som ebody go  dow n to  the  royal arch ives, 
w here they found the original scroll con tain ing  the decree C yrus had issued so m any years b efore , com m anding 
that the tem ple in Jerusalem  be rebuilt. T he protests against the w ork w ere show n to  be unfounded , and 
the reconstruction was com pleted .
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T he Israelites also  had docum entary  archives o ther than the con ten ts  o f the A rk. T here  are several 
references in the O ld Testam ent to  chronicles o f  the history  o f Israel, w hich unfortunately  have not all been 
p reserved fo r the benefit o f  m odem  generations; parts o f  som e o f them  have been  unearthed  in archaeological 
excavations in and around Q um ran , how ever. Som e o f  these C hron icles are: The B ook o f  N athan  the 
P rophet, I C hronicles 29:29 and II C hronicles 9 :29; The B ook o f  G a d  the Seer, I C hron ic les 29:29; The  
B ook o f  Jasher, Joshua 10:13, II Sam uel 1:18; The B ook o f  the A cts  o f  So lom on , I K ings 11:41; The  
P rophecy o f  A h ijah  the Sh ilon ite , and The V isions o f  Iddo  the Seer, II C hron icles 9 :29 , 12:15; 13:22; The  
B ook o f  Shem aiah  the P rophet, II C hronicles 12:15; Isa iah ’s The A cts o f  U zziah, II C hron icles 26:22; and 
The Sayings o f  the Seers, II C hronicles 33:19.

M O D E R N  U SE S FO R  A R C H IV E S
M odem  day uses for archives are sim ilar to the B iblical ones: som e help US to rem em ber, and som e 

are purely practical. The archival records o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  are a w itness to w hat the 
Lord has done in and through its m em bers, individually  and corporate ly , and m any differen t kinds o f  people 
w ill benefit from  using them .

At the turn o f  the T w entie th  C en tury , the entire  yearly  paper ou tpu t o f the PC U S G eneral A ssem bly 
and all its Executive C om m ittees could have been put in a m edium -sized  box and shoved under a desk 
som ew here. N ow adays, the output o f ju s t one o f the P C A 's  Perm anent C om m ittees m easures in the dozens 
o f boxes each year. Any organization  that ignores its records p roduction  and storage practices is inviting 
financial d isaster. T hose w ho do  not control their records soon find that the ir records are con tro lling  them .

At presen t, several PCA  com m ittees are storing  their sem i-current and non-current records in off-site  
w arehouse space in the A tlanta area. The w arehouses are not clim ate  con tro lled , leaving the records exposed 
to extrem es o f tem perature and hum id ity , and there is no system atic plan for w hich records are put there 
o r w hen. In o rder to find inform ation  from  those records, som eone from  the office  has to go out there to 
dig through them . This is one o f the m ost expensive w ays ever invented fo r the care  and access o f  o lder records.

The PCA  A rchives can supply denom inational com m ittees, p resby teries, and even local churches with 
inform ation about records m anagem ent, help ing  them  to design  a cost-effective  system  for the preservation  
o f  their o lder records that will m ake them  accessib le w henever they are needed, and insure that vital records 
will not be lost to future generations. In the Presbyterian  C hurch , U .S .,  there  w as no system  for saving 
records until 1972, with the result that the only ex isting  records o f any o f the church  execu tive  com m ittees 
o r agencies for the period preceding the m id -1 9 5 0 's  are official m inutes. T here  are no correspondence o r 
office files left anyw here; ninety-five years o f  the history o f  these offices is a lm ost com pletely  undocum ented .

O ne im portant exam ple o f  the effect o f  this lack o f  inform ation concerns the PCU S restructure  o f  the 
late 1940’s, w hen the traditional execu tive  com m ittee  structure w as abandoned in favor o f boards and 
agencies. W hat led up to that? How  w ere the day to day operations o f those offices affected? D id the earlier 
restructure  in the late 1920’s consciously  set the stage for this m ove? The official m inutes and articles in 
church periodicals give little ev idence to help answ er these questions. T hose in the PCA  w ho w ish to  avoid 
the m istakes the PC U S m ade have nothing to guide them  in this case except hearsay  and conjecture.

A nother group o f people w ho will benefit trem endously  by having a PCA archives availab le , is P resby
terian and R eform ed scholars. M ore and m ore, conservative  scholars are concerned abou t having  a solid 
h istorical basis for their research. T hose w orking  on the curren t controversy  about the pow er o f  the state 
over individuals and fam ilies, for instance, borrow  heavily  from  A m erican church  history  to docum ent the 
changes that have taken place in ou r society.

There is a great need for a place for conservative  Presbyterian  and R eform ed records to be gathered  
together and m ade available for scholars to study. At p resent, the only  o ther conserva tive  P resbyterian  or 
R eform ed archives in existence is the C hristian  R eform ed C h u rch ’s co llections at C alv in  C ollege. W hile 
the m ainline liberal P resbyterian denom inations have large and relatively  w ell-funded arch ives, w ithout the 
PCA arch ives ' recent estab lishm ent, there w ould be no appropria te  archival repository  in the w orld for the 
papers o f  such m en as Francis Schaeffer, G ordon C lark , G . A iken T ay lor, o r W illiam  A. M cllw aine

T he archives can serve the children  o f ou r denom ination , by m aking historical resources available  to 
those in the C om m ittee  on C hristian  Education  and Publication who design  Sunday School curricu la  O ur 
children need to learn not only about C alvin  and K nox, but also  about T h o m w ell, D abney, H odge, and 
W arfield; and they especially  need to learn about the founding o f  the P C A , because if they do no t. the PCA 
could  easily  end up in the sam e shape as the PC (U SA ). in only tw o generations.

F inally , the archives would benefit secular researchers, too. In the last fifteen years, in particu lar, social 
h istorians have discovered  that any social history is incom plete w ithout at least som e a tten tion  to  the relig ious 
attitudes and activities o f  the people they are studying . O ften , they are ignorant o f w hat C hristian ity  is all 
about in the first place; they m ay never even have attended a church serv ice , let alone understand the 
structure and function  o f a denom ination . T hese researchers are also  part o f the “ fields w hite unto the 
h a rv est,” and a good archivist can help them  see the profound C hristian  w itness in the archival m aterials 
they study.
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SE T T IN G  U P  AN  A R C H IV E S
In 1984. the G eneral A ssem bly adopted  tw o resolu tions regard ing  the PC A  A rchives: that C ovenan t 

Sem inary be designated  as the tem porary  site for the A rch ives, and that the “B rie f P rincip les o f  R ecords 
M anagem ent and A rchival R esponsib ility" be fo llow ed. T hese  “P rincip les” include the p rov ision  that “all 
records, fdes and o ther archival m aterial w ill be placed in the A rchives a fter five years. In unusual c ir
cum stances the A rchiv ist w ith the S tated C lerk  m ay allow  specific parts o f  m aterials to be left out o f the 
G eneral A ssem bly  A rchives beyond five y ears ,” but the m inutes go  on to state that all records should be 
in the A rchives after ten years.

The initial step in setting up any archives is to  co llect h istorical m aterial. Three hundred  cub ic  feet o f 
records have already com e to  the A rchives from  A tlan ta , and nine hundred m ore cubic feet are yet to be 
transferred  up to St. Louis. A fter this initial transfer o f  non-curren t records, the flow  from  the C om m ittee  
offices. C ovenan t C ollege, and C ovenant Sem inary  to the A rchives is estim ated  to be about one hundred 
cubic feet per year. In addition , the A rchives has received approxim ately  one hundred cubic feet o f private 
papers, and the annual acquisition  rate w ill probably  be around  fifty cubic feet. W ith the one hundred  cubic 
feet o f R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch , E vangelical Synod records already at C ovenan t S em inary , th is m akes 
for a grand total o f 1,400 cubic feet already there  o r soon designated  to com e, and an annual acquisition  
rate o f  approxim ately  one hundred fifty cubic feet.

O nce it reaches the A rch ives, all o f this m aterial m ust be p rocessed; an archiv ist goes through  the 
m aterial to see w hat its perm anen t historical value will be , then puts it in properly  labeled  acid-free  folders 
and acid-free boxes. All m etal fasteners, such as staples and paper c lip s, are rem oved, and any o f  the papers 
that have been tom  o r dam aged are c leaned and repaired . T he archiv ist prepares a Finding  A id , w hich 
includes a fo lder-by-fo lder inventory o f the co llection , and any appropria te  indexes, such as a  corresponden ts  
index. If there are non-m anuscrip t m aterials in the co llection , such as photographs o r cassette  tapes, they 
are stored w ith o ther like m aterials.

This processing  takes tim e, peop le , space, and equ ipm ent; the curren t A rchives situation  m akes fo r a 
very lim ited am ount o f all o f  those essential item s. C ovenant Sem inary  L ibrary has been m ost generous in 
providing som e space for the co llections on its low er floor, but even so, that space will be com pletely  full 
in three m ore years, at m ost. W hile space fo r storage is adequate  for the presen t, the w ork space is cram ped 
and inadequate, m aking it d ifficu lt to do  the jo b  right.

C urrently , all o f the A rchives staff m em bers are part-tim e, including  the D irector. S ince it usually  takes 
from  tw enty  to  forty  hours to process one cubic foot o f  m ateria l, the staff are falling further behind every  
day . By hard w ork and ingenu ity , they have kept the backlog  to  a m in im um , but as long as the num ber o f 
w ork hours and personnel are so lim ited , it w ill keep  gain ing  on them  at an increasing rate.

The A rch ives' equ ipm ent needs are presently  being  m et by the loan o f  a w ord p rocessor, personally  
ow ned by the S tated C lerk , w hich has helped greatly  in the output o f  correspondence. But there will soon 
be need for a com puter, w hich is essential for p reparing  finding aids and catalog  cards fo r the processed 
docum ent collections. A udio-visual equ ipm ent is the o ther p ressing  need. A rchival film , v ideo, and audio 
tape m ust be handled w ith great care on the very best o f  equ ipm ent, because the o lder it gets, the m ore 
easily  it is dam aged.

T H E  C H A L L E N G E
Through the A rchives, the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  has a w onderful opportun ity  ahead , both to 

serve its ow n m em bership  and to reach out to o thers. But this opportunity  requires financial and adm inistra tive  
com m itm ent.

The A rchives will be able to raise som e o f  its ow n support, through the new sletter it pub lishes and o ther 
appeals by mail and in person; but it w ould be unrealistic  to expec t the d irec to r to  raise the entire  budget 
by him self. G iven the backlog  o f  w ork to be done , and the lack o f  any fu ll-tim e staff, it w ould  be im possible 
for the d irec to r to spend m uch tim e travelling  to churches to ask fo r support.

It w ould be m ore appropria te  fo r those com m ittees and agencies w ho will be m aking use o f  the A rch ives’ 
services to help support it. In the long run , it w ill actually  save them  m oney , because the ir records keeping 
practices will be stream lined . It costs $15 .85  to keep  one cubic foot o f  records in a file cab inet in an office 
for a year; but that sam e cubic foot will cost only 95 cents to keep in a box on steel shelving in a 
c lim ate-contro lled  records cen ter for a year.

A dm inistrative com m itm ent is ju s t as im portant as financial com m itm ent. T he A rchives cannot solve 
the records keeping problem s o f  the church all by itself; it has to be done in partnership  w ith the records 
producers. PCA C om m ittees need  to agree to w ork w ith the A rchives s taff in develop ing  records m anagem ent 
policy and p rocedures; not ju s t because it w ould be a nice th ing  to  do , but because it is im portan t to the 
health o f the church  as a w hole.

“ I rem em ber the days o f old;
I m editate on all thy doings;
I m use on the w ork o f  thy h an d s .”
Psalm  143:5
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APPENDIX B

MINUTES OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Septem ber 7 , 1985

The Board o f  D irectors o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  held a regu lar m eeting  on  S ep tem ber 7, 
1985, at the H ow ard Jo h n so n 's  Hotel in A tlan ta , G eorgia.

The m eeting w as convened by the C hairm an , T E  G eorge W . K night, at 3:05 p .m . on  Sep tem ber 7. RE 
Randall Stone opened  in prayer.

The fo llow ing m em bers, s taff and guests w ere present:

M em bers
RE W ilson B arbee, C entral C arolina 
RE John T . C lark , C entral G eorgia 
RE Steven Fox , Southeast A labam a 
RE G eorge H enning, TN  V alley 
R E  C harles L ow ry , W estm inster 
R E  A nderson Sm ith , W estern  C arolinas 
R E  R andall S tone, M issouri 
RE W . Jack W illiam son, Southeast A labam a

C onsultants
T E  P hilip  C lark , M N A  C oordinator 
RE Jam es H ughes, IAR D irector 
T E  Paul M cK aughan, M TW  C oordinator

S ta ff
R E  Earl W itm er, C O A  C oordinator 
T E  M orton S m ith , Stated  C lerk 
Jam es E. O stenson , C O A  
H arold B orchert, G A  Rep.

G uests
M artin E ssenburg , President,

C ovenan t C ollege

T E  W illiam  A . Fox , G u lf C oast 
T E  M arvin H arris, W arrior 
T E  W illiam  H enderson , N ortheast 
T E  D onald  H oke, T N  V alley 
T E  John H oogstra te, Pacific  N W  
T E  G eorge W . K nigh t, M issouri 
T E  D onald  M acN air, M issouri 
T E  Joseph P ipa, South T exas 
T E  R obert R eym ond, Uliana

T E  C harles D unahoo , C E /P  C oord inato r 
T E  R odney K ing , Judicial B usiness

B rad M cB rayer, CO A  
K elly N ottingham , C O A  
Jack  & B ette S pears, G A  Rep.

A rthur M atthew s, PC A  M E SSE N G E R  
C arl W ilhelm , M TW

BD-9/85-1 A m em orandum  from  Jim  O stenson regarding D irectors and O fficers L iability  Insurance was 
received  as inform ation.

BD -9/85-2  M oved and duly passed that the M inutes o f  the B oard o f  D irectors fo r the m eetings o f  A ugust 
28 , 1984, N ovem ber 30, 1984, M arch 8, 1985, and June 15, 17 and 20 , 1985, be corrected  
to replace all reference to “P residen t” w ith “C hairm an" o f  the B oard o f D irectors.

BD -9/85-3 M oved and duly passed  that the B oard o f  D irectors adopt reso lu tions authoriz ing  any tw o o f 
the follow ing: Earl W . W itm er, D. B. M cB rayer, and  K elly J. N o ttingham , to sign checks 
and execute  safe deposit rental agreem ents on beh alf o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
C om m ittee  on A dm inistration.

BD -9/85-4  M oved and duly  passed  that Earl W . W itm er, C oord inato r o f  C O A , be authorized  to open a 
bank account in Philadelphia  for the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  in the nam e o f  “ PC A " and d esignate  
those individuals au thorized  to sign checks.

The next m eeting o f the B oard o f  D irectors o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  will be held in 
conjunction  with the D ecem ber 6 and 7 m eeting o f the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

The m eeting w as adjourned with p rayer led by RE G eorge H enning at 3:15 p .m .

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
G eorge W . K night III, C hairm an 
R obert L. R eym ond , Secretary
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D ecem ber 7 , 1985

T he B oard o f  D irectors o f the PCA held a regu lar m eeting  on D ecem ber 7 . 1985, at the H ow ard 
Jo h n so n 's  H otel in A tlanta. G eorgia.

The m eeting w as called to o rder at 3:00  p .m . by the C hairm an , T E  G eorge K night. T E  R obert R eym ond 
opened the m eeting in p rayer

The fo llow ing m em bers, s taff and guests w ere present:

M em bers
RE W ilson B arbee, C entral C arolina 
RE John T. C lark , C entral G eorgia 
RE S teven F o x , Southeast A labam a 
RE G eorge H enning, TN  V alley 
RE C harles E . Le Suer, A scension 
RE C harles L ow ry, W estm inster 
RE W illiam  A. R ocap, C entral C arolina 
RE A nderson Sm ith, W estern  C arolinas 
RE R andall S tone, M issouri 
R E  W . Jack  W illiam son , Southeast A labam a

C onsultan ts
TE P h ilip C la rk , M NA  C oordinator 
RE Jam es H ughes, IAR D irector

Stafr
RE Earl W itm er, C O A  C oordinator 
TE M orton Sm ith . S tated C lerk 
Jam es E. O stenson , COA

G uests
G erald  Longe, M TW  A rthur M atth ew s, PCA M E SSE N G E R

A m otion w as duly  m ade and passed to approve the m inutes o f  the Sep tem ber 7 , 1985, m eeting  o f  the 
Board o f D irectors.

RE Jack W illiam son opened  the report o f  the C orporate /L egal C om m ittee  o f the C om m ittee  on A dm in
istration to the Board o f  D irectors in prayer.

B D -12/85-1 M oved and duly passed  to approve the G uidelines fo r a w orking  re la tionsh ip  and due process 
betw een C ovenan t C ollege and the courts  o f  the PC A , w ith the exception  o f item  7(b). This 
provision provides fo r the C ollege to “ appeal to a h igher cou rt” a judgm en t o f  a low er court 
against an em ployee B C O  42-1 p rovides that an appeal " is  a llow able only to  the party  against 
w hom  the decision  has been ren d ered .” T herefo re  only the party  (the em ployee) has the right 
o f  appeal and not the C o llege.T herefo re , it w as m oved and duly passed that Item  7(b) be 
am ended to read:
(b) suspend the em ployee pending the outcom e o f  any appeal to a h igher court.

B D -12/85-2 M oved and duly  passed  to recom m end the follow  ing changes to the B ylaw s o f  C ovenan t C ollege: 
(a) Article HI D octrinal S tandards
The D octrinal S tandards o f this C orporation  are the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith , together 
with the L arger a n d  Shorter C atech ism s, and the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  as set forth  in ... 

B D -12/85-3 M oved and duly  passed that the Board o f  the C ollege and Sem inary be notified  about the 
recom m ended changes in the "G u ide lines"  and "B y law s” and that they report their response 
to CO A  by its June m eeting.

B D -12/85-4 M oved and duly  passed that the Proposed A rticles o f  Incorporation  and B ylaw s o f  the "Investors 
Fund for Building and D evelopm ent o f P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica" be approved w ith the 
follow ing excep tions, to wit:
(a) Section  4  o f A rticles o f  Incorporation and Section  2 .0 4  o f  the Bylaw s be am ended to provide 
that the T ru stees ' term s shall be four years, that a T rustee  m ay serve up to tw o  (2) successive 
term s, after w hich a one year period m ust e lapse  before he is elig ib le  fo r ree lection , and that 
the nom inations for B oard o f  T rustees shall be p resented  to the G eneral A ssem bly  "in  the sam e 
m anner as o ther nom inations for Perm anent C om m ittees o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica ." 
(The A rticles o f  Incorporation  and Bylaw s o f  the "Investo rs  Fund fo r B uilding and D evelopm ent 
o f  Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica" can be found in A ttachm ent E  o f  the R eport o f  the 
C om m ittee on  A dm inistration to the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly .)

T E  C harles D unahoo . C E /P  C oord inato r 
T E  R odney K ing. Judicial B usiness

B rad M cB rayer, CO A  
K elly N ottingham , C O A  
Jack & Bette S pears. GA  Rep.

T E  R. Lynn D ow ning , Southern FL 
T E  W illiam  A . Fox, G u lf C oast 
T E  W illiam  H enderson , N ortheast 
T E  D onald H oke, TN  V alley 
T E  John H oogstra te. Pacific NW  
T E  G eorge W . K night. M issouri 
T E  D onald M acN air, M issouri 
T E  Joseph P ipa, South Texas 
TE R obert R eym ond. Illiana
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B D -12/85-5 M oved and duly passed  that the excep tions to the B ylaw s (B D -12/85-4) be incorporated  as 
excep tions into the B ylaw s o f  the PCA  under its excep tions section.

B D -12/85-6 M oved and duly passed that the a tto rney , M r. C ook , be authorized  to com plete  the incorporation  
o f  the B uilding Fund and file that w ith the State o f G eorgia.

B D -12/85-7 M oved and duly passed that C O A  proceed  to reg ister the nam e “ Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica” 
w ith  our national governm ent.

B D -12/85-8 M oved and duly passed to approve the report as a w hole.
T he next m eeting o f the Board o f  D irectors w ill be in conjunction  w ith the M arch 13-14, 1986, CO A  

m eeting.
T he m eeting  w as adjourned at 3 :30 p .m . in p rayer by RE R andall S tone.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
G eorge W . K nigh t III, C hairm an 
R obert L. R eym ond , Secretary
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APPENDIX C

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION 
REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. IN T R O D U C T IO N
In an orderly  d ischarge o f  the responsib ilities and expecta tions o f  the G eneral A ssem b ly ’s instructions, 

the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  fulfills tw o roles: that o f  supporting  the ecclesiastical body and  that o f 
serving the corporate entity  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica . T he PCA declares in its confession  to 
be a part o f the church  v isib le , o f  w hich C hrist Jesus is H ead , and it also recognizes its p lace in obeying 
the “ law ful com m ands” o f civil m agistra tes , w ho are given authority  by H im . T herefo re , the office  o f 
A dm inistration  seeks continually  to serve the church  by advising  its constituents w ho request assistance by 
giv ing  counsel for m aintain ing  purity  o f conscience and peace w ith ou r neighbors in the w orld.

The s ta ff  o f C O A  desires “ to adm in ister in o rder to h onor the Lord h im self and to show  o u r eagerness 
to he lp” II C or. 8:19b.

C O A  has m et regu larly , com m ittee and staff, to m eet the ob ligations o f  trust p laced  upon us by the 13th 
G eneral A ssem bly . The m eetings w ere in A tlanta on Sep tem ber 6 -7 , 1985, D ecem ber 6 -7 , 1985 and  M arch 
13-14, 1986. A m eeting is called  for June 20 , 1986, in Ph iladelph ia . O fficers  e lected  in the Sep tem ber m eeting  
w ere T E  G eorge K night, C hairm an; T E  W illiam  Fox , V ice C hairm an; T E  R obert R eym ond , Secretary .

A lso, the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  has assum ed financial responsib ility  fo r the fo llow ing  subcom 
m ittees o f  G eneral A ssem bly , standing and ad hoc, to  d ischarge the ir assignm ents from  the 13th G eneral 
A ssem bly [() indicates num ber o f  m eetings]: Judicial B usiness (3), N om inating  (1), R eview  and C ontrol 
(1), Theological Exam ining (1), In terchurch  R elations (3), A d In terim  on S tructure (3), H eroic  M easures 
(1), F reem asonry (4), C hurch /S tate  (3), and Salary S tudy (3). T he tw o com m ittees studying B aptism  and 
Paedo-com m union d id  not m eet during the year, but will have the ir reports p resented  at the 14th G eneral 
A ssem bly.

T he C om m ittee on A dm inistration  organized  its w ork in a structure including  five s tanding subcom m ittees: 
A dm inistrative P lanning , Financial P lanning, C orpora te /L egal, B udget & M inute R ev iew , and Stated  C lerk , 
with four ad hoc subcom m ittees: C om puting , G eneral A ssem bly  A rrangem ents, O ffice P lanning  and  Service 
Projects. A ctions taken by C O A  will be reported  under these  subcom m ittee  titles excep t fo r the S tated 
C le rk ’s report. Included in the S tated C le rk ’s separate report w ill be a report o f the A rch ives activ ities 
housed in C ovenant T heological S em in ary 's  library.

The Board o f D irectors (C O A ) met Sep tem ber 7 and D ecem ber 7 , 1985. D ue to  lack o f a q u o rum , the 
Board o f D irectors could  not convene in M arch. B usiness w as deferred  until the called  m eeting  o f  the B oard 
o f  D irectors for June 20 in conjunction  w ith the 14th G eneral A ssem bly .

The Investo r’s Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent o f  P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , In c ., T E  C ecil 
B rooks. Executive V ice P residen t, w ill report to the G eneral A ssem bly  through the C O A  C om m ittee  o f  
C om m issioners as instructed by the 13th G eneral A ssem bly.

II. PE R SO N N E L
C O A ’s only staff change in the past year w as to hire D. B rad M cB rayer, C P A , from  A nniston , A labam a. 

M r. M cB rayer is the C O A  A ccountan t/D ata  Processing  M anager replacing  M r. John Jerguson , w ho  left the 
staff in A ugust to a ttend C ovenant Theological Sem inary.

C O A 's  s taff num bers six plus tw o  G eneral A ssem bly  R epresen tatives. T E  H arold  B orchert left the GA  
R epresentative position w ith C O A  in D ecem ber to jo in  C ovenan t C o lleg e ’s church relations staff.

III. A SSIG N M E N T S T O  C O A  FR O M  T H E  13TH G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y
1. That CO A  establish  guidelines for a w orking  re la tionship  and due p rocess betw een C ovenan t C ollege, 

C ovenant Sem inary and the courts o f  the PCA  (M 13G A , R es. 17, p. 137; M llG A , 11-36, III, 54, p. 101).
2. That the proposed PCA logo be sent to the presbyteries fo r their suggestions and adv ice, w hich should 

then be sent to C O A  for presentation  at the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  (M I3G A , R es. 19, p. 137).
3. That the subscription donation  fo r the 14th G  A not exceed  $75 p er com m issioner (M U G A  R es. 38 , p. 140).
4. That the Salary Study C om m ittee  be ex tended  to provide guidelines for salaries at all levels fo r the 

com m ittee staffs along w ith an initial personnel policy m anual to be presen ted  to the 1986 G eneral A ssem bly  
(M U G  A , Res. 39 , p. 140).

5. That the C hurch/S tate C om m ittee  o f  C O A  be perm itted  to  con tinue in o rder to com plete  its study and 
to report at the 1986 G A  (M I3 G A , R es. 40 , p. 140).
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IV . SU M M A R Y  O F A C T IO N S T A K E N  BY T H E  B O A R D  O F  D IR E C T O R S
1. C heck signing resolu tions w ith banks in A tlanta and Philadelphia w ere approved (B D -9 /85-3 , 4).

2. G uidelines for a w orking  re la tionship  and due p rocess betw een C ovenant C o llege, C ovenan t T heological 
Sem inary and the courts o f the PCA  w ere approved (B D -12/85-1, 2, 3). R eport w ill be forthcom ing  to June 
1986 m eeting.

3. A rticles o f  Incorporation  and B ylaw s for the In v esto r's  Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent o f  Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica, In c . , w ere rev iew ed , correc ted , and approved. The initial B oard o fT ru s tee s  recom m ended 
by the C om m ittee on M NA  w as appoin ted . T hey are T E  T ay lor M cG ow n, RE R ay Jones. T E  John 
M ontgom ery . T E  Rod W hited , RE R alph M ittendorff, R E  W allace K rohn and R E Paul A nthony. T E  T aylor 
M cG ow n w as approved as convener (B D -12/85-4, 5 . 6).

4. The “Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica” nam e is being  registered  with the federal governm ent for tradem ark  
protection  (BD-12/85-7).

V. S U M M A R Y  O F A C T IO N S T A K E N  BY C O A  A C C O R D IN G  T O  SU B C O M M IT T E E S
A. A dm in istrative P lanning

1. Proposed PCA logo com m unications to presbytery  w as done through the m inutes o f the 13th G A , 
official com m unication  o f the O ffice o f the S tated C lerk (A P-9/85-4). T he logo appeared  in the June 1985 
A D M IN IST R A T IO N  LE TT ER  and the June 1985 issue o f  the PCA  M E SS E N G E R . N o added cost was 
incurred in printing the logo since it w as d istributed  w idely at the 13th G A . O nly one p resbytery  responded 
with advice (O verture 21).

2. Follow ing a d iscussion on overlapping  responsib ilities am ong GA perm anen t com m ittees, a proposal 
for reorganization  o f G A  structure prepared  by the staff was p resented  to the A d Interim  C om m ittee  for 
inform ation purposes w ithout com m ittee  endorsem ent (A P-9/85-7 , AP-12/85-4).

3. A statem ent w as approved for use w ith publication  o f any list o f PC A  churches and /or m inisters 
restricting  its use to PCA congregations, presbyteries and agencies (AP-12/85-5). The C O A  C oord ina to r or 
S tated C lerk w as authorized to provide com puter m ailing labels o f PCA  churches and /o r m in isters, at cost, 
to PCA congregations, presbyteries and agencies upon written request for appropria te  purposes (A P-3/86-4).

4. The Salary Study C om m ittee  report recom m ended that the salary com pensation  package for the 
C oord inato rs and Stated C lerk be $45 ,365  for fiscal year 1987 (AP-12/85-6) and that a salary package range 
o f 15 percent above o r below  that figure be allow ed (A P-3/86-2). The com m ittee  w as requested  to bring 
in recom m endations for the com pensation  o f m iddle m anagem ent personnel to the Sep tem ber 1986 m eeting 
(A P -12/85-7, A P -3 /8 6 -1).

5. The com m ittee recognized  the im portance o f the w ork o f the G eneral A ssem bly R epresen tatives and 
com m ended R ev. & M rs. Stuart Perrin (w ho returned to the pastorate in 1985), R ev. and M rs. Harold 
Borchert (w ho  jo ined  the staff o f C ovenan t C ollege in 1985), R ev. & M rs. Jack  Spears and M r. & M rs. 
G erry Sovereign (AP-12/85-8). R eim bursem ent for their services w as set at $50  per day p lus m ileage and 
travel expense re im bursem ent (A P-3/86-6).

6. D ates for the S tew ardship  Season in local churches w ere approved fo r the Sundays o f O ctober 5, 12, 
19 and 26, 1986 (AP-12/85-l). A pproxim ately  300 churches used these m ateria ls in 1985.

7. T he A ssem bly-w ide W eek o f P rayer w as set fo r O ctober 6-11 (M onday through Saturday) w ith RE 
R ichard C . C hew ning , M oderator o f the 13th G A , as C hairm an. The sam e general form at for publicizing  
the requests o f com m ittees and agencies along w ith inspirational m aterials w ill be provided at cost to the 
churches as w as done in 1985 (AP-12/85-2). W eek o f P rayer books d istributed  to  churches num bered  17.000 
w ith an anticipated  goal o f  doubling  that am ount in 1986.

B. Financia l P lanning
1. The FY 86 budget was reconstructed  by line item s, recognizing  the priority  o f m inistry  and actual 

expected  incom e (FP-9/85-1). The “ realistic  budget" adopted by CO A  for FY 86 is $792 ,336  not $831,658 
(FP-12/85-2) as approved by the 13th G A . B udget prioritization  w as recom m ended to be con tinued  in both 
C O A  and the S tated  C le rk 's  o ffice.

2. In D ecem ber 1985 C O A  paid M TW  outstanding com puter liabilities and expenses o f  $9,169.57.
3. The total FY 87 budget approved for C O A  is $827 ,975 . The am ount sought through the PCA  A skings 

is $738 ,200 . A prioritization  o f line item s in the budget will be continued to establish  a contingency  budget 
based on cash flow  (FP-3/86-2).

4. A study o f  auditing firm s w ith evaluation  and recom m endation  w ill com e through the June 1986 
m eeting o f  C O A .

C. B udget and M inute R eview
1. G uidelines for budget review  w ere approved (B R -9/85-3).
2. A study and evaluation o f bids from  auditing firm s w as undertaken (B R -9/85-4).
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3. D evelopm ent o f an accounting  m anual for churches w as approved. T his m anual w ill be included as 
part o f  the A dm inistration M anual already under preparation  (BR-12/85-3).

4. F iscal year 1986 budgets fo r all com m ittees and agencies w ere approved to ta ling  $ 2 3 ,892 ,726 . GA  
A skings for 1987 will be $14,705,300.

5. The "shortfall form ula” w as recom m ended for use in FY 87 to help  subsid ize the PC A  M E SS E N G E R . 
The rationale to continue this w as based on the request by the C om m unications C om m ittee  to con tinue its 
study for report to the 15th G A To cut o ff  funding fo r the PCA  M E SSE N G E R  now  w ould  be unw arranted .

6. The com m ittee approved the S tew ardship  m aterials for 1986 w ith a few  editoria l and content recom 
m endations.

D C orporate/L egal
1. Inform ation regarding  the progress o f the Investo r’s Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent w as review ed. 

All recom m ended action w as referred  to the B oard o f D irectors m eetings (see Section IV o f this report).
2. The C hurch/S tate  C om m ittee chaired by T E  D ouglas K elly w as com m ended  for its exce llen t report 

w hich is to  be forw arded to the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  in the sam e m anner as an ad interim  com m ittee 
report with the follow ing recom m endations for study by the G A  (CL-3/86-1): (a) that the report be received 
by the 14th G eneral A ssem bly as inform ation and for s tudy, (b) that the report be sent to each  church  by 
O ctober 1, 1986, by inclusion in the GA  M inutes o r by special m ailing , if  tim e so requ ires, (c) that churches 
and/or individuals be requested to  study the report and subm it questions, suggestions o r objections to C O A  
by January I , 1987, (d) that the C hurch/S ta te  subcom m ittee  prepare its final report to C O A  by February  15, 
1987, (e) that such final report shall be m ailed to C O A  m em bers for study and com m ent, (f) that C O A  shall 
com plete the report at its M arch 1987 m eeting , m aking appropriate recom m ended answ ers to the various 
overtures relating  to the subject m atter, and (g) that C O A  subm it its recom m endations concerning  the final 
report to the 15th GA  for action thereon.

3. CO A  as the Board o f D irectors for W orld Presbyterian M issions and R eform ed P resbyterian  C hurch , 
Evangelical Synod corporations appointed its chairm an and secretary  to execute  docum ents for M TW  
m issionary G ordon T ay lor to  act on behalf o f  said corporations in conducting  the principal business o f 
selling plots o f their land in India.

E. C om puting
1. R eview  o f C om puting  Services S teering  C om m ittee  m inutes and requests from  users regarding 

unsatisfactory services o f  the C om puting  C enter w ere m ade and referred  to the C SSC  (CP-9/85-1-5).
2. Fundraising efforts for the C om puting  C enter w ere encouraged and received  as inform ation  (C P-9/85-

6 ).

3. The subcom m ittee m et w ith the coord inato rs and s ta ff rep resen tatives on the C SSC  on  February  6, 
1986. to resolve the issues o f  the personal com puters satisfy ing  the intent o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  as to a 
"coordinated  system ” and to resolve the loan issue w ith M TW  (CP-12/85-3).

4. The com puter (T I990) being used by IAR w as declared  theirs w ith the understanding that M N A  and
CO A  be allow ed to continue to share in its use (C P -3/86-2).

5 A proposal for C O A 's  com puting  serv ices concep t w ith a budget w as approved . T he fo llow ing is a
synopsis o f  the proposal: C O A ’s com puting  goals require CO A  to  develop  a cost-effective  alternative  to 
C A M IS , to provide expertise and practical so lutions fo r com puter prob lem s, and to  provide a serv ice bureau 
sharing com puter tim e and softw are , at a reasonable cost. T o  m eet the above goa ls, these  general objectives 
were form ed: (A) To use m icro  com puter netw orks w ith the IB M -PC  and com patib le  com puters  already in 
use. (3) To use softw are that non-program m ers can a lter to m eet u sers’ requ irem ents, (3) To use the sam e 
softw are in both the national office as could  be used in the local church environm ent.

F. G eneral A ssem bly
1. The com m ittee instructed the coord ina to r to answ er certain  negative com m unications and overtures 

regarding the subscription donation  concept adopted  by the 13th G A  (G A -9/85-2 , 3). T he com m ittee  does 
believe the concept is reasonable.

2. A rrangem ents for the 14th A ssem bly in Philadelphia using the W estin-B ellevue S tratford  hotel w ere 
approved and the original subscrip tion  donation w as set at $60 (GA-12/85-3). H ow ever, in January  we w ere 
inform ed o f the h o te l's  closing  M uch additional expense is now  required  to p rovide adequate space fo r the 
G A . The donation  has therefore been raised to $70 (G A -3/86-9). T he budget fo r the G A  w as set at $117,600 
with $91,590 pledged by C O A  and $26,010 p ledged by the churches in the Philadelphia  area (GA-3/86-1). 
O fferings will be received  in the evening p rogram s from  the p resby teries ' church m em bers a ttending  the 
w orship  services. C om m issioners will not be expected  to contribute  since their subscrip tion  donation  will 
cover their portion o f the G A  expenses (G A -3/86-3).

3. The G eneral A ssem bly  A rrangem ents C om m ittee w as authorized  to begin  w ork in D ecem ber 1986 
for the 15th GA in G rand R apids (GA-9/85-14). T he G reat L akes P resbytery  has appo in ted  the chairm an for



250 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

the G A A C . C alvin C ollege is the location . T he PC A  Interchurch  R elations C om m ittee  and C O A  rep resen 
tatives w ill m eet to do initial planning on A pril 22 , 1986.

4 . T he 14th G eneral A ssem bly  docket w as approved.
5. A prelim inary  m anual to be put in the hands o f  the local G A A C  w as approved (G A -3/86-6) p rov ision

ally.
6 . N on-PC A  speakers to the 14th GA w ere approved (G A-3/86-10, 11 and 12).
7. T he approved G A  locations are G rand R apids, M I -1987; K noxville , T N - 1988; W estern  U .S . -1989.
8. An invitation from  the N orth G eorgia Presbytery  to m eet in A tlan ta , G eorg ia , in 1990 for the 18th 

G A  is forthcom ing as is an invitation from  C olum bia, South C aro lina , fo r the 21st G A  in 1993. Both 
invitations will be acted  on by the C O A  in its June 1986 m eeting.

G. O ffice P lanning
1. R eview  o f consolidation  costs o f  G A  offices and future space needs w as updated . T he com m ittee  

took actions tow ard  appoin ting  an advisory g roup o f financial, real esta te  and developm ent personnel from  
the PC A  to assist in fu lfilling the responsib ilities ou tlined  in R ecom m endation  13, E , to the 12th G A . The 
m en appointed are A llen D uble , W illiam  G ordy , R obert L iken , A llen M orris , R obert M orrison , Louis 
Philhow er and Loyd Strick land. C harles L ow ry is C hairm an.

2. T he Financial A dvisory  G ro u p ’s conclusion  to find suitable land on w hich to build  a facility  or 
purchase a  build ing  w as approved. In p rincip le , C O A  authorized  the subcom m ittee  to  find suitable land 
w ith the view  that C O A  m ake a recom m endation  to the G eneral A ssem bly  to purchase such land and/or 
build ing , all w ithout financial obligation  to  the C O A  o r the PCA.

3. The present cost o f  leasing space for G A  offices in A tlanta is approxim ately  $200 ,000 . The com m ittee 
believes this m ay be an econom ically  appropria te  tim e to m ake acquisition  o f  property  for future needs. If 
the G eneral A ssem bly approves the recom m endation  o f  C O A , it is probable that the schedule for office 
location will be advanced for approval o f  the 15th G A  in 1987, thereby e lim inating  a year o f leasing.

H . Service  Projects
1. A 1986 PCA  C hurch  D irectory w as approved using  a sim ilar form at to the 1985 D irectory . Due to 

revenues received  from  advertising , the D irectory will be reduced to $1.00 per copy (SP-9/85-1, SP-12/85-2). 
G uidelines fo r advertisers w ere adopted (SP-12/85-3).

2. R eview  o f Jam es O stenson ’s w ork on the conciliation  pro ject and A dm inistra tion  M anual received 
com m endation .

3. Five tax law sem inars w ere held in d ifferen t parts o f the country . Because few  PC A  churches show ed 
in terest, C O A  sponsorship  o f the sem inar has been  d iscon tinued . The sem inar form at w ill be available 
through a non-PC A  organization  that can have a w ider appeal am ong church and charitab le  groups (SP-9/85- 
3).

4 . A n approved travel service offered  by L ockspur, Inc. w as im plem ented  by C O A  to reduce the travel 
costs o f  com m itteem en and staff. T he PCA  Travel Service acquired  space fo r their A tlanta office adjacent 
to  C O A . A m andatory  point m anagem ent system  w as adopted  fo r staff, and vo lun teer partic ipation  is allow ed 
for com m ittee m em bers (S P-9/85-4 , SP-12/85-4). C hurch m em bers o f  the PCA m ay use this travel service 
for dom estic and foreign  travel w ith a portion  o f  the com m issions being  put into an endow m ent fund for 
the future benefit o f the PCA  travel needs. L ockspur has agreed  to  reduce overall C O A  travel expenses by 
10 to 15 percent.

5. A stew ardship  conference sponsored by C O A , C E /P  and PC A  Foundation  w as set for M ay 9-10, 
1986. Issues o f  tith ing  and responsib le stew ardship  in the PCA will be addressed . T he stated purpose o f the 
conference is: (1) to  inspire and m otivate enro llees in personal B iblical stew ardsh ip , (2) to train  them  to 
teach the princip les o f stew ardship  to  o thers , and (3) to produce a series o f videotapes w hich can be used 
in the local churches. The conference w as offered  on a regional basis. It is titled  A Faithful Servant Sem inar-a 
C onference on R esponsible S tew ardship. T he speakers roste r includes T E  C harles D unahoo , T E  Jack Scott, 
T E  Frank B arker, M rs. G eorg ia  S ettle , RE Loyd S trick land , R E  Jack W illiam son , M r. R onald  B lue, Mr. 
B ruce C ook, M r. Jack  H udson and R E  Earl W itm er. R E Jam es W ard will provide the m usic.

I. M iscellaneous
1. In executive session C O A  approved the nom ination  o f  R E  Earl W itm er as C oord ina to r fo r C O A  and 

T E  M orton Sm ith as S tated C lerk until the 15th G A .
2. T he C O A  staff reports an average cost per m an to a ttend com m ittee m eetings in A tlanta  fo r the first 

six m onths o f  FY 86 w as $300. T his is offered  as a guide to the 14th A ssem bly  in de term in ing  the pro jected  
costs o f  ad hoc com m ittee appointm ents.
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IV . R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
I . That the exceptions to the B ylaw s o f In v es to r 's  Fund fo r B uild ing  and D evelopm ent o f  Presbyterian  

C hurch  in A m erica , In c ., be incorporated  into the exceptions section  o f  PCA B ylaw s under H , 
Section 12 - Q ualifica tions an d  E lection . T he In v es to r 's  F und A rticles o f  Incorporation  states in 
A rticle V I, Section 4  - Q ualifications and Election: “Each m em ber o f  the B oard o f  T rustees m ust 
be e ither a T eaching  E lder o r R uling E lder in the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica . A  Trustee  shall 
not be e lig ib le  fo r reelection  to the B oard until one year a fter h is term  exp ires, excep t tha t, if a 
T rustee  has not served a full term  o r for at least tw o years o f a tw o-year o r th ree-year te rm , he shall 
be e lig ib le  for im m ediate reelection  a t the end  o f  such term ; a T rustee  m ay o therw ise  serve noncon- 
secutive term s w ithout lim it. T rustees shall be e lected  by a m ajority  vote o f  the m em bers o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly  o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  in accordance w ith (including  the additional 
qualifications specified  in) the B ylaw s, the R ules for A ssem bly  O pera tion , and the B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , all as duly am ended from  tim e to  tim e. N om inations 
fo r the B oard o f  T rustees shall be p resented  to the G eneral A ssem bly  by the N om inating  C om m ittee  
o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica .”

2. That the logo be re p resented  by C O A  to  the 14th G eneral A ssem bly . (See page 146)
3. That any publication  o f  a list o f  PC A  churches and /o r m inisters contain  a statem ent restric ting  its 

use to PCA  congregations, presbyteries and  agencies.
4. That a salary com pensation  package o f  $45 ,365  fo r FY 87 be approved for coord inato rs  and S tated 

C lerk  with an allow ed salary package range o f 15 percen t below  o r above the approved figure.
5. That O ctober 1986 be approved as S tew ardsh ip  Season in local churches including the Sundays o f 

O ctober 5 , 12, 19, 26.
6. That O ctober 6-11 (M onday through Saturday) be recom m ended  as the A ssem bly-w ide W eek o f 

Prayer with D r. R ichard C . C hew ning , M oderato r o f  the 13th G A , as C hairm an.
7. That a C O A  budget o f $827 ,975  be approved fo r FY 87 and an A skings budget o f  $7 3 8 ,2 0 0  be 

approved.
8. That the G A  approve the nom ination  o f  the C O A  C oord ina to r fo r FY 87.
9. That the G A  approve the nom ination  o f  the Stated  C lerk  fo r FY 87.

10. That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget for C hristian  E ducation  and  Publications o f  $1,146,822 
with an A skings figure o f  $1,121,800.

I I .  That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget for Insurance, A nnuities and  R elie f o f  $548,150.
12. That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget fo r M ission  to N orth A m erica  o f  $2,112,013 with

an A skings figure o f $1,950,000.
13. That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget for the PC A  Investo r’s Fund o f  $152,122.
14. That the G A  approve the proposed FY 87 budget fo r the PC A  Foundation  o f $133,804.
15. That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget fo r M ission  to the W orld  o f  $ 8 ,8 7 6 ,2 0 0  w ith  an 

A skings figure o f $8 ,6 4 6 ,2 0 0 .
16. That the GA approve the proposed FY 87 budget for Servants in M issions A broad o f  $1,575,737.
17. That the GA  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget for C ovenan t C ollege o f  $ 6 ,3 7 9 ,3 4 0  w ith an  A skings 

figure o f  $950 ,000 .
18. That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget for C ovenant Sem inary  o f  $1 ,833,753 w ith an 

A skings figure o f  $1,039,100.
19. That the G A  approve the p roposed FY 87 budget fo r R idge H aven o f  $314,518 w ith an A skings figure 

o f  $260 ,000 .
20. That the “ shortfall form ula” fo r undesignated  gifts be approved fo r FY 87 to help  subsid ize  the PCA 

M E SSE N G E R .
21. That the auditing  firm  o f K ent, N obles & M artin be approved for the F Y 86 audit.
22. That the C hurch/S ta te  S ubcom m ittee  R eport be received  and im plem ented  as ou tlined  in the C O A

report.
23. That recom m endation  35 o f  the M 13GA. p. 139, be adopted.
24. That the subscrip tion  donation  fo r the 15th G A  be no  m ore than  $ ------- .
25. That the FY85 audits fo r all PCA  B oards, C om m ittees and A gencies except IA R  (see R ecom m endation  

26) be approved.
26. That the C alendar year 85 audit o f  IA R  be approved.
27. T hat the Rules fo r A ssem bly  O perations be am ended  as follows:

a. Insert a new  4-1 , and renum ber the rem aining item s under IV:
4-1 T here  shall be a G eneral A ssem bly  A rrangem ents C om m ittee , w hich shall function  under 
the C O A . Final approval o f all decisions regarding  the A ssem bly  shall rest in the C O A . The 
CO A  m ust approve any non-PC A  speaker at the A ssem bly . T he C om m ittee  shall be constitu ted  
as follows:
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1. The C hairm an o f the local arrangem ents com m ittee , who is appointed  by the host p resby
tery , and serves as chairm an o f  the full com m ittee.

2. The treasurer o f  the local arrangem ents com m ittee.
3. One o ther m em ber o f the local a rrangem ents com m ittee.
4. One m em ber from  each o f the four perm anent com m ittees.
5. The S tated C lerk o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
6 The C oord inato r o f the C om m ittee on A dm inistration 

The A ssem bly 's  C om m ittee and the Local A rrangem ent C om m ittee  shall operate under a M anual 
approved by the GA .

b. That 9-14 ,8  be am ended by adding item  (f) as follow s: (f) An annual statistical report showing 
reports from  all churches o f the presbytery.

c. That 10-1, carried  over from  the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly , be adop ted  in the follow ing 
am ended form: 10-1 Each congregation  o f  the denom ination  shall be requested  each  year to m ake 
a specific subscription donation to assist in defraying the expenses o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , 
w hether a com m issioner is sent to the A ssem bly  or not. Such donation  shall cover the subscription 
donation/registra tion  for one representative from  the congregation . All o ther com m issioners shall 
m ake a sim ilar donation or pay an equal reg istration  fee. O rdinarily  com m issioners will not be 
seated in the A ssem bly w ithout having paid the subscription donation /reg istra tion . E xceptions 
m ay be m ade by a credentials com m ittee , w hich shall be appointed  by the S tated C lerk o f the 
A ssem bly. A copy o f  the M inutes  and o f the H andbook  w ill be sent to the donors and those 
paying the subscription donation/registra tion  fee w ithout additional charge. C hurches are expected 
to m ake this annual donation , w hether or not they send a com m issioner to the A ssem bly . The 
G eneral A ssem bly  shall set the am ount o f the subscrip tion  donation /reg istra tion  for the next 
G eneral A ssem bly . (C le rk 's  Note: The constitu tionality  o f this proposal has been raised  by a 
p resbytery and a session , and this should be determ ined , p rior to its being  placed before  the 
A ssem bly. See A ttachm ent A .)

28. That the B ylaw s be am ended to rearrange m aterials presently  in the Bylaw s fo r easie r reference, 
placing under IV , H Exceptions, the parts dealing  w ith the election  o f the B oards o f  the follow ing 
agencies:
a. C ovenant C ollege
b. C ovenant T heological Sem inary
c. Insurance, A nnuities and R elief
d. R idge H aven

29. That since the G eneral A ssem bly has m andated  that all o f  its C om m ittees and A gencies m ust preserve 
all their records, w hich necessarily  involve considerable  expense to the various C om m ittees and 
A gencies (i.e . properly m aintained records cost $15 .85  per cubic foot per year), therefore:
a. That all C om m ittees and A gencies are to transfer non-current records (i.e . all records five years 

and o lder, in accordance w ith M I2 G A , 12-90, p. 184-187, recom m endation  20) to the PCA 
A rchives.

b. That each  C om m ittee and A gency bear the cost fo r its ow n m aterials at the cost o f approxim ately 
$30 per cubic foot delivered  and p rocessed , and $5 per year per processed  cubic foot for 
m aintenance; and that these costs w ill apply to  all m aterials that have been or will be processed.

c. That w hatever the COA contributes tow ards the A rchives is to be considered  as paym ent for 
processing  and m aintain ing  the S tated C le rk 's  and C O A 's  records.

30. That the G eneral A ssem bly adopt the A rchives Position Paper (See A ppendix A , A ttachm ent A , p. 
239).

31 That the G eneral A ssem bly direct the com m ittees and agencies to propose and develop  standards 
for the evaluation o f all coordinators and agency heads, if  an evaluative  process is not already being 
done.

32. That should the recom m endation  from  the Interchurch R elations C om m ittee  for the PCA to jo in  
N A E be approved , the cost o f the annual dues be d ivided proportionally  am ong the com m ittees and 
agencies o f  the PCA  based upon overall budgets o f the com m ittees and agencies.

33. T hat the denom ination  purchase build ing  o r land and build  to suit the needs o f the PCA.
34. The C om m ittee approved the recom m endation  that C O A  support the PCA Foundation  on the basis 

o f  a seven-w ay equal d ivision o f its budget. The C O A  C oord inato r is to com m unicate  to the PCA 
Foundation  Board o f  D irectors the C o m m ittee 's  be lie f that the present funding  m ethod should be 
continued.

35. The C om m ittee approved the recom m endation  that it m ake the fo llow ing recom m endation  to the 
14th G eneral Assem bly:

That the auditing firm  o f A rthur Y oung International be approved for the FY 87 audit.
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36. In light o f  the S tated  C le rk ’s announcem ent o f his desire  and in tention  to retire  from  his office  as 
o f  D ecem ber 31 . 1986, the C om m ittee adopted  the fo llow ing recom m endation  to the 14th G eneral 
Assem bly:
1. That M orton  Sm ith be nom inated  as S tated  C lerk until D ecem ber 31 , 1986.
2. T hat, in view  o f Dr. S m ith ’s long and faithful serv ice to the PC A , that he be granted  a  term inal

leave until re tirem ent (D r. Sm ith will be 65 in D ecem ber 1988) w ith the fo llow ing provisions:
a. From  January  1, 1987 to D ecem ber 31 , 1987 he shall receive full salary and benefits to  w hich 
he w ould have been entitled  if  he w ere still in the office  o f S tated  C lerk .
b. From  January  1, 1988 to D ecem ber 31, 1988 he shall receive full benefits and his full salary  
reduced by any earned w ages during  that year.
c. B eginning January  1, 1987 D r. Sm ith m ay follow  any course o f  serv ice to  w hich he feels
called  w ithout the loss o f  salary and benefits excep t as noted  in item  b.
d. From  January  1, 1987 until D ecem ber 1988, if  availab le , he agrees to  act, w hen requested , 
as consu ltan t, w rite r, speaker o r con tribu to r to any o f the com m ittees, agencies o r churches o f 
the PCA.
e. Dr. Sm ith shall be granted  a perm anent priv ilege o f the floor at any subsequent G eneral 
A ssem bly that he m ay desire to  attend . He w ould be priv ileged to vote only  if  he w ere a duly 
certified  com m issioner.

3. T hat, as o f January  1, 1987, the C oord inato r o f CO A  (designated  in the B ylaw s as the B usiness 
A dm inistra tor-T reasurer) be appointed  provisional clerk until the next G eneral A ssem bly  in 
accordance w ith the B ylaw s, A rticle III, Section  1.

37. That the 17th G eneral A ssem bly be held on  the cam pus o f  B iola U niversity  in La M irada, C alifo rn ia , 
June 19-23, 1989.

38. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve O verture 16 from  the N orth G eorg ia  P resbytery  regard ing  the 
18th G eneral A ssem bly in 1990 w ith the understanding  that a co llege cam pus w ill be g iven  first 
consideration  for housing the A ssem bly.

39. That the G eneral A ssem bly  accept the invitation o f  the Session  o f the B riarw ood P resbyterian  C hurch , 
B irm ingham , A labam a to host the 19th G eneral A ssem bly  in 1991 w ith the understand ing  that college 
dorm itories w ill be given first consideration  for housing  com m issioners.

40. That the G eneral A ssem bly  accept the invitation o f  the Palm etto  P resbytery  and the F ellow sh ip  o f 
Presbyterian  M inisters o f C o lum bia, South C aro lina  to host the 21st G eneral A ssem bly  in 1993.

41. The C om m ittee  approved the request to perm it G eorge F u ller, President o f  W estm inste r Theological 
Sem inary to address the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  for five m inutes.

A P P R O V E D  E X P L A N A T IO N  O F  L O G O

’ ’L o v e  th e  L o rd  y o u r  G o d  w ith  a ll y o u r  h e a r t . . . ”  D e u te ro n o m y  6 :4  
T h is  g ra p h ic  d e s ig n  d e p ic ts  a  h e a r t  a f la m e  fo r  C h r is t .  It r e m in d s  u s  o f  o u r  h e rita g e  
th ro u g h  J o h n  C a lv in  w h o se  c o n s e c ra te d  h e a r t w a s  o f f e re d  to  G o d  in su b m iss io n  
a n d  o b e d ie n c e .  T h e  c o lo r  re d  re p re s e n ts  th e  b lo o d  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t  w h ic h  c le a n s e s  
u s f r o m  s in . T h e  b ro w n , a c o m b in a t io n  o f  b la c k  a n d  re d . i l lu s tra te s  o u r  h u m a n ity  
a s  c le a n s e d  b y  th e  s a c r if ic ia l  b lo o d  o f  C h r is t .  T h is  h e a r t is o p e n  to  th e  L o rd  a n d  to  
m e n  T h e  to p  o f th is  h e a r t a p p e a rs  as  an  o p e n  b o o k  s u g g e s tin g  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
G o d  s w o rd  in th e  h e a r t  ” H is  w o rd  is in m y  h e a r t like  a  b u rn in g  f i r e . ”  J e re m ia h  
2 0 :9 . T h e  c i r c u la r  p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  n a m e . P re s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in A m e ric a ,  
in d ic a te s  its w o r ld w id e  m is s io n  a n d  m in is try ' a c c o rd in g  to  o u r  L o r d ’s e re a t  
c o m m is s io n .  ” M> s o n . g iv e  m e  v o u r  h e a r t . ”  P r o v e r b s 2 3 :2 6
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ATTACHMENT A 

MANUAL FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS

T he authority  under w hich the com m ittee operates and the com position  o f  the com m ittee  are set 
forth  in RAO.
L ocation o f A ssem blies
R ecom m endation  as to the location o f the A ssem bly m eetings shall be m ade after invitations have 
been screened by the C om m ittee on A dm inistration . The follow ing criteria  shall ord inarily  be used 
in consideration  o f invitations:
A. T he A ssem bly will m eet only once in 10 years in the sam e Presbytery.
B. Preference will be given to college o r university  cam puses, if it can be dem onstra ted  that such 

institutions m eet all o f  the needs o f the A ssem bly at m ore reasonab le  costs than hotels or 
convention  centers.

C . T he proposal site should be able to m eet adequately  all o f  the needs o f the A ssem bly  including 
the following:

1. M eeting room  for the w hole A ssem bly .
2. M eeting  room s for the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners on Friday and Saturday p rio r to the 

A ssem bly.
3. P lace for the pre-A ssem bly  conferences.
4. Place for the W o m en 's  m eetings during  the w eek.
5. T ransporta tion  facilities.
6. S leeping room s.
7. E ating facilities.
8. Printing facilities for the paper produced at the G eneral A ssem bly.

Financial A rrangem ents
The A ssem bly  bears approxim ately  75%  o f the A ssem bly  costs. T he local com m ittee  m ust 

dem onstrate that it is able to  raise 25%  o f the proposed costs for the A ssem bly . T he local com m ittee
should present a proposed budget show ing both incom e sources, as w ell as p roposed expenditures.
(Note: the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  w ill supply any potential hosts o f the A ssem bly  w ith a 
history o f  the budgets and costs o f  previous assem blies.)

The donation am ount shall be recom m ended by the G A A C  to  the C O A  for approval.
A reas o f Responsibility
A . T he decision  on geographical location is m ade by the G eneral A ssem bly a fter hearing recom m en

dations o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration.
B. T he decision  on specific facility  location is m ade by the G eneral A ssem bly  A rrangem ents C om 

m ittee , subject to the approval o f the C om m ittee on A dm inistration .
C. T he S tated C lerk  is responsib le for:

1. Preparation o f the D ocket o f  the A ssem bly.
2. Preparation and distribution  o f the C om m issioner's  H andbook and all required  m aterials for 

the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners.
3. C onducting  the briefing o f  the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners.
4. A ssigning the business to the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners.
5. E xpediting the business com ing to the floor o f  the A ssem bly.
6. Preparation  o f all the reports o f  the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners for d istribution  to the 

A ssem bly.
7. Publication  and D istribution o f  the M inutes o f the A ssem bly.

D. The C oord inato r o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  is responsib le  for:
1. Signing contracts w ith hotels, convention  centers, etc.
2. Paym ent o f  bills to  hotels, convention  cen ters, etc.
3. D istribution  o f registration  form s.
4. R egistration  o f C om m issioners at the A ssem bly.
5. A ssignm ent o f  room s for com m ittee  m eetings.
6. A rrangem ents for accom m odations for the fraternal delegates.
7. P rovision o f adequate audio  and v ideo  equ ipm ent for the A ssem bly.
8. A rrangem ents w ith exhibitors for display space.
9. O versight o f personnel staffing m usic and support serv ices o f the A ssem bly.

E. T he local com m ittee is responsib le  for the follow ing (see attached sheets o f duties)
1. C h ild ren 's  activities.
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2. The com m union services at the A ssem bly.
3. D ecor o f the A ssem bly  room  - if provided .
4. Fam ily activ ities - if  provided .
5. Facilities.
6. Favors for w om en - if provided.
7. F inance.
8. Food services - m eals - if provided.
9. Food - coffee b reaks, etc. - if provided.

10. H ousing.
11. Inform ation center.
12. Printing.
13. Publicity  and public relations.
14. N ursery.
15 T ransporta tion  - if provided.
16 T ours - if  provided.
17. U shering.
18. W o m en 's  registration  and program s - if provided.
19. M usical instrum ents for the A ssem bly.
T im e Schedule

T he location o f  assem blies should be settled at least tw o years in advance. The A rrangem ents 
C om m ittee  should m eet 15 m onths before the A ssem bly  fo r w hich it is p lanning . A t this tim e the 
local com m ittee  is to take the A ssem bly ’s com m ittee personnel to the various possib le  sites for 
m eeting and accom m odations. If  p ossib le , the decision  on the particu lar sites should be m ade at this 
tim e. D uring the fall o f the year previous to the A ssem bly  the local com m ittee  should get all o f  its 
assignm ents m ade to the local C hairm an. N o later than  February  o f  the year o f  the A ssem bly , the 
full A rrangem ents C om m ittee  should m eet and review  all the a rrangem ents w ith  the local com m ittee .

The registra tion  form s for the G eneral A ssem bly should be m ailed at least 90  days before the 
A ssem bly by the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

The hotel registration  form s should be m ailed at least 90  days before the A ssem bly  by the local 
com m ittee.
T he Local A rrangem ents C om m ittee shall be m ade up o f  the chairm an o f  the com m ittee  and the 
chairm en o f  the follow ing subcom m ittees. T he jo b  descrip tion  o f each  o f  these  chairm en are given 
below .
A . G A A C  C hairm an

O verall D escription: C oordinate  the w ork o f  local G A A C  
R esponsible to: C O A  through its C oordinator 
W ork closely  w ith: CO A  office  and all subcom m ittee  chairm en 
R esponsib ilities include:

1. A ppoints chairm en o f  subcom m ittees and oversees their work.
2. C hairs all G A A C  m eetings.
3. Provides m inutes o f m eetings.
4. Serves as liaison betw een G A A C  and local churches o f  the presbytery .
5. R aises funds from  the presbytery.
6. A rranges for storage o f  the m ateria ls for G A .

A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. Fills out report
2. C ollects and puts together reports o f  o ther chairm en and sends to C O A  office.
3. O versees w rap-up o f  activ ities, clean  up, etc.

B. Finance C hairm an
O verall D escription: O versee financial operations o f G A A C  
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an
W ork closely  w ith: All C om m ittee chairm en and C O A  office 
R esponsib ilities include:

1. O pen bank account (w ith Earl W itm er) in G A A C 's  nam e a fter receiv ing  approval o f  C O A ,
2. M ake deposits in account, keeping  track o f the source o f the deposits, e tc . C O A  will send 

registra tion  m oney by certified  mail tw ice a m onth.
3. H elp set up budget for assem bly  in conjunction  w ith G A A C  chairm en and com m ittee  m em bers.
4. Pay bills fo r assem bly.
5. A pprove d isbursem ents o f  funds for expenses - use check request form .
6. K eep financial records (see 2) and present statem ents.
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A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. M ake final paym ent o f  expenses.
2. R eim burse C O A  for expenses incurred that belong to G A A C .
3. Prepare final financial statem ent, after receiv ing  statem ents from  all com m ittee  chairm en.
4. C lose  out bank account and forw ard surplus funds to C O A  for use by next y e a r 's  assem bly .
5. File sum m ary report w ith G A A C  C hairm an.

C . H ousing C hairm an
O verall D escription: A rrange housing fo r com m issioners.
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: M essage C en ter, C O A  
R esponsib ilities include:

1. C ontract for room s at hotels - w ork w ith G A A C  C hairm an and Facilities on this.
2. O btain com plete  inform ation about room s - p rice , descrip tion  o f types o f  room s, etc.
3. G et inform ation on RV lots and m aps to  them .
4. H ave a com m ittee  m em ber arrange w ith local church people to  p rovide private housing. (Y ou 

m ay w ant to delegate  this w hole area to ano ther person .)
5. M ake up housing  registration  form s w ith com plete and clear inform ation  to go  in G A A C  

packets.
6. K eep track o f  requests as com e in and com m unicate  to ho tels , etc.
7. Send confirm ation  if hotels d o n 't .
8. Set up  system  for room m ates - put on registration  form s.
9. M ake up list o f  com m issioners housing fo r Inform ation  and M essage C en ter C hairm an.

10. Set aside blocks in m ain hotel for s taff people - con tact them  early  to see how  m any room s 
are needed. (M ay be done through C O A  office .)

11. Be availab le at assem bly  o r have assistant available to field questions.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly

1. C lean up if  necessary.
2. Fill out sum m ary report for G A A C  C hairm an.
3. Be available  during  checkout if possible to help w ith any p roblem s in direct b illing , etc.

D . Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an
O verall D escription: O versee w o m e n 's  and ch ild ren ’s program s 
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: Subcom m ittee chairm en: facilities 
R esponsib ilities include:

1. A ppoint subcom m ittee chairm en fo r all w o m en 's  and ch ild ren 's  p rogram s - m ay oversee one 
area personally .

2. A ssist in planning activities.
3. Serve as liaison betw een G A A C  and subcom m ittees.
4. R eceive progress reports from  subcom m ittees.
5. M ake progress reports and financial reports to G A A C .
6. If  bank account is opened , oversee handling.
7. O versee functions at G A  - be trouble shooter and resource person for G A  com m ittees.

A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. H ave closing  m eeting w ith subcom m ittees.
2. M ake any final financial report.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.

E . Facilities C hairm an
O verall D escription: M ake all facilities arrangem ents fo r GA  
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an
W ork closely  w ith: All C om m ittee chairm en and C O A  office 
R esponsib ilities include:

1. C heck out m eeting room s at hotel to get inform ation on size , e tc .; get m aps o f  hotel to use 
in planning.

2. C ontact C O A  office for inform ation on m eeting room  needs o f  d ifferen t com m ittees and also 
fo r layout plan o f ballroom

3. R ent equipm ent needed such as organ , p iano, overhead , etc.
4. C om m unicate  layout o f ballroom  to hotel.
5. R ecruit runners to help during G A .
6. W ork w ith C O A  to set up m eeting room s.
7. Provide up to date lists each day o f  G A  to M essage C en ter and R egistration  telling w here
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m eetings are - m ay use b lackboard  in lobby area.
8. All com m unication  w ith  hotel regard ing  facilities (excep t room  reservation) should be m ade 

th rough you (cuts dow n on  confusion  on  the part o f  the hotel).
9. O versee set up o f  ballroom  p rio r to  G A .

A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. O versee take dow n o f  ballroom  and  return  o f  ren ted  equipm ent.
2. P rovide fo r c lean  up  o f  ballroom .
3. Fill out sum m ary report.
4. M ake final financial report.

F. In form ation  and M essage C enter C hairm an
O verall D escription: O versee operations o f  Inform ation  and M essage C enter 
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an
W ork closely  w ith: H ousing , W IC , Facilities and Finance 
R esponsib ilities include:

1. O btain brochures on restauran ts, p laces to see, m ap o f  c ity , public transporta tion , e tc . to 
have available fo r com m issioners - usually  from  conven tion  bureau . I f  these  can be obtained  
early  enough , they can be inserted in the packets g iven  to com m issioners as they reg iste r at G A .

2. O btain m aps to churches fo r serv ices on  Sunday m orning; also  schedule o f  services and any 
special speakers.

3. O btain airline  inform ation , train  schedu les, etc.
4. H ave phone book available.
5. H ave m aps o f  the hotel availab le  to help people find  m eeting  room s, etc.
6 . If  possib le , have list o f  w here com m issioners are stay ing - housing  chairm an.
7. H ave bulletin  board  for m essages.
8. H ave tape, pens, stap ler, tacks, etc. availab le.
9. Schedule o f  G A  even ts - m eetings, etc.

10. R ecruit w orkers to be availab le  during  all the sessions beg inn ing  on Saturday.
11. Set up  schedules fo r w orkers.
12. M ake signs for C enter.
13. H ave First A id kit availab le  if a doc to r canno t be p resent. H ave access to a doctor.
14. Set up phone line - through facilities chairm an .
A fter G eneral A ssem bly

1. C lean up.
2. File sum m ary report w ith G A A C  C hairm an
3. M ake any financial report necessary.

G . Food Serv ices C hairm an
O verall D escription: Set up arrangem ents fo r m eals during  G eneral A ssem bly
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an
W ork closely  w ith: Inform ation  & M essage C en ter
R esponsib ilities include:
1. C ontact hotel for arrangem ents fo r m eals - w ork w ith sales departm ent and c h ef - m ay work 

w ith G A A C  C hairm an o r Facilities C hairm an  on this.
2. M ake up form  to be put in inform ation  packet so that com m issioners can purchase tickets
3. M ake up tickets for each  m eal and have prin ted .
4. Process orders fo r tickets - mail ticke ts, receip ts, etc.
5. R ecruit people to w ork during  G A  to sell tickets (done in con junction  w ith M essage C enter)

- need cash box for this.
6. N otify hotel o f final num ber at an agreed  upon tim e (so m uch in advance o f  each  m eal).
7. Be present at GA as m uch as possib le.
8. M ake periodic  financial reports to  F inance C hairm an.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. M ake final financial report.
2. Fill out sum m ary report.

H. T ran sp ortation  C hairm an
O verall D escription: A rrange fo r transporta tion  and shipping needs o f  GA 
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an
W ork closely  w ith: All o ther com m ittees and office  in A tlanta 
R esponsib ilities include:
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1. Provide fo r transporta tion , if  necessary , to and from  airport, train s tation , etc.
2. H ire buses if requested to fo r transporta tion  to d ifferen t events.
3. A rrange fo r transporta tion  betw een m ain hotel and o ther hotels if  needed.
4. C ontact A tlanta offices to find out need  for shipping  after G A .
5. C ontact trucking  firm  to arrange for shipping.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
I . O versee packing  o f  m ateria ls for shipping  - p rovide labels, tape , etc.
2 M ake any final financial report to  Finance C hairm an.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.

I. Printing C hairm an
O verall D escription: M ake arrangem ents for all prin ting  needs at GA.
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an , S tated C lerk
W ork closely w ith: local com m ittees and O ffice o f S tated  C lerk
R esponsib ilities include:
1. Provide prin ting  needs p rior to  assem bly  - housing  packets, meal ticke ts, etc.
2. C ontract w ith prin ter to use during  assem bly.
3. A rrange for all equipm ent needs fo r S tated  C le rk ’s office  - cop ier, typew rite rs , etc.
4. Set up  runners to go from  prin ter to hotel - tw o o r three  to w ork in shifts.
5. K eep financial records.
6. Be available during  G A .
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. C lean up and return o f equipm ent.
2. Final financial report.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.

J . U shering C hairm an
O verall D escription: O versee ushering needs for GA  
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an 
W ork closely  with:
R esponsibilities include:
1. R ecruit ushers to m an doors to ballroom  during  all sessions.
2. T rain the ushers and provide identification  badges.
3. Set up schedule fo r m eetings.
4 C heck w ith com m union service chairm an and evangelism  conference coord ina to r (at M NA ) 

to see if they have a need fo r ushers.
5. Provide for backup  ushers.
6. Be on call during  GA.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. Fill out sum m ary form.
2. M ake out any financial report necessary .

K . C om m union Service  C hairm an
O verall D escription: Preside over com m union service 
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an 
W ork closely with:
R esponsib ilities include:
1. Provide m aterials for com m union service.
2. G et e lders to help in serving.
3. Preside over service at G A .
4. Provide for clean  up.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1 Fill out sum m ary report.

L. Publicity & P ublic R elations C hairm an
O verall D escription: W ork with A ssem bly  Inform ation  O fficer 
R esponsible to: G A A C  C hairm an, A ssem bly  Inform ation O fficer 
W ork closely  w ith: A ssem bly  Inform ation O fficer



APPENDICES 259

R esponsib ilities include:
1. R ecruit volunteers as needed to w ork in press office  (check w ith  A ssem bly  Inform ation 

O fficer).
2. D o pre-assem bly  research  on m edia.
3. R espond to requests fo r advice on relations w ith  m edia.
4. T ransm it to A ssem bly  Inform ation  O fficer any suggestions on  public ity /inform ation  handling 

from  local arrangem ents com m ittee .
5. H elp A ssem bly  Inform ation O fficer set up office  at assem bly .
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. Return any rented  equipm ent.
2. Fill out sum m ary report.

M . W om en ’s M eetings S u bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: Set up  all m eetings for W IC  
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: O ther subcom m ittee  chairm en 
R esponsib ilities include:
1. Set up schedule o f  speakers for w om en.
2. Publicize speakers and schedule in inform ation  packet.
3. H elp decide on them e for w eek.
4. M ake any arrangem ents needed for the speakers.
5. A rrange for m eeting  room s at hotel (through Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an).
6. Be present at all m eetings.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
I. Fill out sum m ary report.

N. F avors and W IC  H elp  S u bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription:
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: O the r subcom m ittee  C hairm en 
R esponsib ilities include:
1. W ork w ith FA C hairm an and o ther subcom m ittee  chairm en on choosing  the them e for the 

w o m en 's  m eetings.
2. D esign, o r have som eone design , favors to  give to  w om en as they register.
3. R ecruit w om en to m ake favors and put them  toge ther w ith any o ther m ateria ls for the wom en 

at G A .
4. R ecruit w om en to help at W IC table at G A  - w ork w ith ladies in charge o f reg istra tion  and 

tours on this.
5. M ay w ant to m ake wall hanging o r o ther decoration  in keeping  w ith the them e.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. H elp clean  up from  w om en’s registra tion  and arrange fo r handling  o f  leftover favors, etc.
2. Fill out sum m ary report.

O . W om en ’s R egistration  S u bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: O versee w o m en 's  registra tion  for GA 
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: W IC  he lp , tours , etc.
R esponsib ilities include:
1. M ake out reg istra tion  form  for w o m en 's  activ ities at G A  to go  in packet - w ork with o ther 

subcom m ittee  chairm en on this.
2. R ecruit w om en to  w ork at reg istra tion  table (w ith W IC  help).
3. W ork w ith tours and W IC  on setting up schedule - open all tim es com m issioner registration  

is open.
4. R eceive reg istra tions through mail and process them .
5. M ake financial reports to finance chairm an (through FA C hairm an).
6. Be present at least the first big day o f  registra tion  to train  and trouble shoot. Be present as 

m uch as possible during  the w eek o r at least be available.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. M ake final financial report.
2. H elp w ith clean  up.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.
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P. D ecor Su bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: Provide decorations for ballroom  
R esponsib le to: Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an , G A A C  C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: Facilities 
R esponsib ilities include:
1. Provide flow ers fo r p la tform  in ballroom . G et layout from  facilities.
2. Provide for any o ther decorations needed th roughout the w eek  for the ballroom  o r o ther 

m eeting room s.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. Fill out sum m ary report.

Q . T ours Su bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: C oordinate  w om en’s tours 
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: R eg istration , housing 
R esponsib ilities include:
1. C hoose places to  v isit - w ork w ith o th e r subcom m ittee  chairm en  on ideas.
2. Purchase tickets fo r tours in advance.
3. A rrange for buses.
4 . P rin t bus passes.
5. Print reg istra tion  for tours if necessary  to  go  in packet o f  inform ation  (w ork w ith w o m en 's  

reg istra tion  on this).
6. K eep record  o f those pre-registered  for tours.
7. Set up registra tion  for tours at G A .
8. R ecruit w om en to w ork a t tours table and to  go  along w ith each bus.
9. Be availab le at reg istra tion  at least the first day  and  before each  tou r to  m ake last m inute 

arrangem ents and trouble shoot.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. M ake any financial report necessary .
2. H elp in clean  up.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.

R . N ursery Su bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: A rrange fo r nursery  care 
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctiv ities C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: o ther subcom m ittees 
R esponsib ilities include:
1. A rrange for facilities w ith hotel through FA  C hairm an.
2. Print form  to go  in packet for reg istra tion  fo r nursery  (if necessary).
3. R eceive registra tion  for nursery  and process.
4. Plan crafts, toys, snacks, etc. w ith a com m ittee  and arrange for the p rovision  o f  those.
5. R ecruit o r hire w orkers for tim es nursery available.
6. Take nam e tags, signs, e tc . fo r nursery.
7. Be available to help w ith problem s.
8. H ave easy  access to first a id /doctor fo r any unw anted  em ergencies.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. C lean  up.
2. Fill out any financial report.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.

S . C h ild ren ’s A ctiv ities Su bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: O versee activ ities for g ram m ar school age children 
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctivities C hairm an 
W ork closely  w ith: o ther subcom m ittee  chairm en 
R esponsib ilities include:
I Plan activ ities fo r children - check w ith o ther schedules to  m ake sure they coincide.
2. A rrange fo r transporta tion , ticke ts, etc.
3. R ecruit help to act as chaperones.
4. A rrange fo r m eals.
5. Take up m oney.
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6. M ake financial report.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. M ake final financial report.
2. Fill out sum m ary report.

T . Food Su bcom m ittee  C hairm an
O verall D escription: Provide snacks for G eneral A ssem bly 
R esponsible to: Fam ily A ctivities C hairm an 
W ork closely  with:
R esponsib ilities include:
I Provide snacks each m orning and afternoon at G A  except M onday m orning and Friday

afternoon (use up  leftovers).
2. R ecruit people at churches to  m ake hom em ade snacks - have a  variety  (fru it, cook ies, crackers, 

cheese , e tc .)
3. Flave people w orking  in shifts to m an refreshm ent table and guard  m oney.
4. A rrange for set up o f tables through  FA C hairm an.
5. A rrange for drinks and collection  o f  m oney for them . D rinks usually  have to be provided by

hotel if m eeting in one.
A fter G eneral A ssem bly
1. O versee clean  up.
2. M ake any financial report.
3. Fill out sum m ary report.

ATTACHMENT B 
REPORT OF THE INVESTOR’S FUND FOR BUILDING & 

DEVELOPMENT TO THE 14TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. IN T R O D U C T IO N
A. C urren tly , in the PC A , there are approxim ately  100 church  g roups w ho lack p roper w orship 

facilities. In addition , there are m any new churches being organized  w hich will need bu ild ings, and, not 
to be forgotten , are those g row ing churches w ho need new facilities to handle the ir expanding m inistry . It 
has been  estim ated  by one m em ber o f the M NA  S ta ff that to m eet the current needs for build ings across 
the PCA  w ould  require spending well over 30 m illion dollars.

B This is a h igh price tag , and the need  w ill increase w ith every  passing day. C hurch  bu ild ings are 
expensive and it is increasingly  d ifficu lt for chu rches, especially  young churches, to raise the funds necessary 
to construct w orship  and m inistry  facilities w hich g lorify  G od  and enhance their m inistry . It has becom e 
increasingly difficu lt for churches to find assistance in the banks. A s a denom ination , we m ust use every 
G od-honoring  way to assist these congregations. It m ay seem  to be an expensive undertak ing , but it will 
be even m ore expensive over the long haul to have churches in inadequate facilities costing  them  m em bers 
and m inistry  and thereby h indering  our attem pts to fulfil the G reat C om m ission

C. The Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  recognized  the existence o f  the R evolving  B uilding Funds o f the 
R PC ES. That Fund (w hich still has a few  outstand ing  loans) operated  on borrow ing m oney from  churches 
and individuals at a certa in  rate o f interest and then loaning these sam e m onies at interest to churches 
needing funds fo r build ing  purposes. It w as the recom m endation  o f  the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  that 
the M NA C om m ittee be encouraged  to continue and develop  the R B F as a further a lternative  for the financing 
o f church buildings.

D. Since that tim e, there have been d iligent efforts to develop  and expand  the R BF concept to 
com plem ent the Five M illion Fund. The T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  approved a recom m endation  that 
"The C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica be authorized  to estab lish  and the Board o f  D irectors o f the 
PCA be authorized to form  and im plem ent a separate  R B F  (R evolving  B uilding Fund) operated  as a trust. 
Said trust shall receive m onies and m ake loans for the prim ary purpose o f  church  build ing  construction ."  
(M G A  13, p. 114). Further, it w as added that the " trust fund shall be authorized  to secure loans by m ortgages 
from  the borrow ers" and " th is  trust may pay interest on m onies received  and charge interest on  loans m ade ."
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E. It w as hoped that one o f  the rem aining  shell corporations o f  the R PC E S w ould serve as a vehicle 
for th is. A fter investigation , it w as determ ined that a separate  corporation  w ould  be necessary , and papers 
were filed in G eorgia to incorporate The In v esto r's  Fund for B uild ing  and D evelopm ent fo r the P resbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica, Inc.

II. A C TIV ITY
A. 1. A B oard o f T rustees consisting  o f  the fo llow ing teaching  and ruling e lders has been  appointed 

pursuant to the recom m endation  o f  the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly:
M r Paul A nthony M r R ay Jones
M r W allace K rohn T E  T ay lor M cG ow n
M r R alph M ittendorff T E  John M ontgom ery 
T E  R od W hited

2. In addition , the follow ing C orporate O fficers  have been e lected  by the B oard o f  Trustees: 
President T E  T ay lor M cG ow n
Vice President T E  John  M ontgom ery
Executive V ice President T E  C ecil B rooks 
Secretary  T E  Jo h n O ttin g e r
T reasurer M rR ay Jo n e s

B. A budget for the Investor’s Fund (IFBD) has been approved by the B oard o f Trustees. (See A ttachm ent C)
C . An office has been opened to handle the business o f  the IFBD  at 4325 M em orial D rive, Suite J, 

D ecatur, GA 30032. T E  Cecil B rooks w ill share duties as C oord ina to r, M N A  D epartm ent o f B uilding and 
D evelopm ental M inistries and as adm in istra to r o f  the IFBD . T he  salary is shared  by the tw o organizations. 
A Loan M anager and A ssistant Loan M anager/A dm inistra tive  A ssistant have been  h ired , salaries to be paid 
p roportionately by M NA and the IFBD .

D. A suggested m anual/policy guideline  has been prepared.
E. An application form  has been  p repared  and inform ation  m ailed to in terested  churches. A pproxim ately  

20 churches needing loans o f  four m illion dollars have indicated  im m ediate in terest, w ith  over 100 churches 
contacting  this office  by letter indicating  interest.

III. C O N C L U SIO N S:
A. Financial transactions have becom e quite com plex  in recent years and w hole new  categories o f
institutions have com e into being into w hich C hristians and non-C hristians have deposited  their savings.

Investm ent funds are springing up nation-w ide and the “ friendly  ne ighborhood L ions C lub/K iw anis C lub /R o t
ary C lub/church  m em ber banker" has been replaced  by m ulti-national m ega-banks that are , by nature, 
im personal in their use o f  investm ent m onies. In o ther w ords, “ legal" and “profitab le"  becom e the w atchw ords 
and not “ m oral" and “eth ical"  as we once expected  from  ou r neighborhood banker. T hat is not to say that 
all banks, funds, savings & loans, etc . are not eth ical; how ever, eth ics to  the C hristian  and e th ics to the 
non-C hristian  often are quite d ifferent. For exam ple, a  PC A  m em ber called  recently  to say he needed to 
rem ove his savings from  a national m utual fund because he saw  on their annual list o f investm ents that 
they/he ow ned stock in Playboy m agazine. He felt he had G o d ’s m oney invested  in activ ities that w ere 
e thically  im proper for the C hristian . Investm ent-w ise, it w as e thical and legal.

B. C hristians put m oney in financial institu tions as well as non-C hristians and the m oney then may 
be invested in m ortgages for abortion  clinics and pornographic  prin t shops, o r in m ortgages for ch ild ren ’s 
hom es and C hristian print shops. The problem  is that the C h ris tian ’s (G o d ’s) m oney can  be assisting  those 
w ho abort ch ildren w ithout his know ledge, o r prin t filth , o r any one o f  a  large num ber o f  activ ities that are 
inconsistent with C hristian concepts.

C . At p resent, C hristians have little re lie f from  pooling  their funds w ith non-C hristians and p lacing 
them  in secular-oriented  facilities com m itted  to legal e th ics and not C hristian  e th ics. It is the b e lie f o f  the 
Trustees o f the Investo r's  Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent o f the PCA that an alternative  is needed 
w herein C hristians can invest their sav ings, retirem ent funds, e tc . at a good rate o f  interest and know  for 
a certainty that the funds will be used to extend the k ingdom  o f  G od  and not o f  Satan. W e are not speaking 
o f  tithes and g ifts, but o f  investm ents from  savings that B iblically  should  be accum lated  for the care  o f se lf 
and fam ily in retirem ent years for the individual C hristian.

IV . R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
A. In response to the 13th G eneral A ssem bly , that the A ssem bly  adopt the policy m anual and guidelines
approved by the IFBD  B oard o f  T rustees.
B. That the G eneral A ssem bly , in o rder to raise the substantial am ounts o f  capital needed for church  

build ings, give the Investo r's  Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent perm ission  to o ffer securities to m em bers, 
m em ber churches, p resby teries, agencies, com m ittees o f  the PCA  as w ell as the general public.
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M IN U T E S O F O R G A N IZ A T IO N A L  M E E T IN G  O F  
B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S  O F  

IN V E ST O R 'S  FU N D  FO R  B U IL D IN G  & D E V E L O P M E N T  
O F  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A , IN C .

The organizational m eeting  o f  the T rustees o f  IN V E S T O R 'S  FU N D  FO R B U IL D IN G  & D E V E L O P
M E N T  O F  PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A . IN C . w as held on  January  17, 1986, at 10:00 
A M , by telephone conference. All o f  the T rustees w ere present te lephonically  pursuant to O fficial C ode o f 
G eorgia A nn. Section 14-2-146. In add ition , Cecil A . B rooks and R obert F. C ook , corporate  counse l, w ere 
present as corporate counsel. Each person w as able to  hear the conversation  o f  the o ther. N otice o f  the 
tim e, purpose and place o f  the m eeting w ere duly given .

C ecil A . B rooks, C hairm an o f  the m eeting , opened the m eeting  w ith p rayer and gave a historical 
review  and the charge o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  1985. U pon a m otion  duly m ade and seconded , R odney 
W . W hited w as e lected  R ecording  C lerk .

U pon a m otion duly m ade and seconded , the fo llow ing resolu tions w ere approved:

A . A rticles o f  Incorporation .
R E SO L V E D , that the A rticles o f Incorporation  o f this corporation  granted  by the Secretary 

o f  State o f  G eorg ia , on D ecem ber 31 , 1985, be and are hereby accepted .
FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the Secretary o f  the C orporation  is hereby d irected  to p lace a 

copy o f  said A rticles o f Incorporation , toge ther w ith the C ertifica te  o f  the Secretary  o f  State 
thereon , in the corporation  M inute Book.

B. By L aw s.
R E SO L V E D , that the p roposed B yLaw s accom panying these  M inutes be and are hereby 

adopted  as the B yLaw s o f  this corporation .
FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the Secretary  o f  the corporation  is hereby d irected  to  incorporate 

said B yLaw s in the M inute Book o f  the corporation  d irectly  preceding these M inutes, and to attest 
the sam e under his hand and seal as the B yL aw s so adopted .

C Seal.
R E SO L V E D , that the seal im pressed  on the m argin o f this page is hereby accepted  as the 

seal o f the corporation .

D. E lection  o f  O fficers.
R E SO L V E D , that the fo llow ing persons are hereby elected  to the offices show n, w ith com 

pensation , if  any , to be de term ined  by this B oard from  tim e to tim e, each  o fficer to serve until 
the later o f the next annual m eeting o f the B oard o f  T rustees o r until h is respective  successor is 
duly elected  and qualified:

TA Y L O R  M C G O W N  President/C hairm an 
C E C IL  A. B RO O K S V ice President
JO H N  M O N T G O M E R Y  V ice President 
JA C K  O T T IN G E R  Secretary
RAY JO N E S T reasurer

E. Bank A ccou nts.
R E SO L V E D , that the Trust C om pany  Bank o f  G eorg ia  is hereby designated  as depository  

for the corporation.
FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the bank resolu tion(s) in the form  attached to these M inutes 

dealing  with the designation  o f  the bank o r banks as deposito ry  o r deposito ries  fo r the corporation  
be and hereby are adopted  as resolu tions o f the Board o f  T rustees;

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that any tw o o f the follow ing indiv iduals is au thorized  to sign 
checks on beh alf o f the corporation:

JA C K  O T T IN G E R  
C E C IL  A. B RO O K S 
JO H N  M O N T G O M E R Y  
RAY JO N E S

F U R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the p roper officers o f  the corporation  be and hereby are auth
orized  and d irected  to open such additional accounts w ith said bank o r any o ther bank as m ay be
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selected as depositories fo r the corporation  in the d iscretion  o f any o f  the O fficers  o f  the corporation , 
and to deposit therein  funds o f the corporation , d rafts , checks and notes o f  the corporation  payable 
on said accounts to be m ade in the corporate  nam e;

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that such officers be and hereby are authorized  to execute and 
de liver corporate resolu tions on such form s as m ay be presented  o r required  by said banks, said 
form s to be com pleted  w ith such inform ation  as the execu ting  officers m ay deem  to be in the best 
interest o f the corporation;

FU RTH ER R E SO L V E D , that all such resolu tions w hich m ay be required  by banks hereafter 
selected by the corporation  dealing  w ith the designation  o f  such banks as deposito ries  be and 
hereby arc adopted as resolu tions o f the Board o f T rustees; and the Secretary  o r A ssistant Secretary 
o f  the corporation  m ay hereafter attest to and execute  such bank resolu tions and /or form s w ithout 
additional action o f the B oard o f T rustees.

F. Fiscal Y ear.
R E SO L V E D , that the fiscal year o f  the corporation  is hereby determ ined to com m ence on 

July I o f  each year and end on June 30 o f the sam e year, until o therw ise determ ined by this Board 
o f  T rustees.

G . O rganization al E xpenses.
R E SO L V E D , that the T reasu rer be and hereby is au thorized  to pay all fees and expenses 

incident to and necessary for the organ ization  o f the corporation .

H. O ther.
R E SO L V E D , that the corporation  accepts and approves the indebtedness o f  $26 ,910 .51  to 

the M NA Five M illion Interest Free Fund for p rio r w ork to develop  the R evolving  B uild ing  Fund 
P rog ram .

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the corporation  hereby ratifies and approves the borrow ing by 
this corporation  o f  $ 50 ,000  from  the Five M illion Interest Free Fund in o rder to operate  and further 
develop  the fund. The o fficers o f  the corporation  are authorized  and instructed to sign any and all 
evidences o f indebtedness and to take any and all steps necessary  o r appropriate to repay such 
indebtedness and o therw ise to com ply w ith the term s o f any such borrow ing.

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that Jack  O ttinger shall be paid a gross salary  o f $34 ,5 0 0 . with 
$14 ,000  to com e from  M NA and $ 20 ,500  to com e from  the R evolving B uilding Fund.

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the corporation  approves an allow ance o f  $500 in o rder to rent 
a truck for the m ove to A tlanta.

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the law firm , Parker, Johnson , C ook and D unlevie shall be the 
co rpo ra tion ’s law firm , and that Robert F. C ook shall be the co rpo ra tion ’s attorney .

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the M NA  C oord inato r and the co rpo ra tion ’s Secretary  shall be 
authorized and d irected  to establish  an office  and staff, and said C oord inato r and Secretary  shall 
report back to the Board o f T rustees from  tim e to tim e as determ ined by the B oard o f  T rustees.

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the B asic Policy G uidelines o f  D ecem ber, 1985, attached 
hereto , is hereby approved. Said Basic Policy G uidelines m ay be m odified  from  tim e to tim e as 
determ ined by the B oard o f T rustees.

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the co rpo ra tion ’s officers shall be authorized  and d irected  to 
develop  the details and specifications fo r the co rpo ra tion ’s offerings and its re la tionsh ip  to banks, 
churches and investors.

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the next m eeting o f the B oard o f  T rustees shall be February 
20 , 1986, at 10:00 AM .

T here being no further business to com e before the m eeting , upon m otion  duly m ade and 
seconded, no objection  being heard , the T ru stees ' m eeting w as declared  adjourned.

R O D N E Y  W W H IT E D , R ecording C lerk
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A R T IC L E S O F  IN C O R P O R A T IO N  O F  
IN V E S T O R ’S FU N D  FO R  B U IL D IN G  & D E V E L O P M E N T  

O F  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A , IN C ., 
A N O N P R O F IT  C O R P O R A T IO N  

A R T IC L E  1. N A M E

T he nam e o f the corporation  is:

IN V E S T O R 'S  FU N D  FO R B U ILD IN G  & D E V E L O PM E N T  
O F PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A , INC.

A R T IC L E  II. A U T H O R IT Y

The corporation  is organ ized  pursuant to the provisions o f the G eorg ia  N onprofit C orporation  C ode.

A R T IC L E  III. PU R P O SE S

The corporation  is organized  exclusively  fo r re lig ious, educa tional, and charitab le  purposes w ithin the 
m eaning o f  Section 501(c)(3) o f the Internal R evenue C ode (or the co rresponding  provision  o f  any future 
U nited States internal revenue law ), including the m aking o f  loans to P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
affiliated o r approved m inistries such as chu rches, p resby teries, and presby tery -approved  m ission  o rgan iza
tions, w ith a view  to using such assets for the support o f  the cause o f  the K ingdom  o f  Jesus C hrist, p rovided 
that any and all loans m ust first be approved by the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica o f the 
P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica (an integrated  auxiliary  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica).

A R T IC L E  IV . D U R A T IO N

The corporation  shall have perpetual duration .

A R T IC L E  V . R E ST R IC T IO N S

Section 1. N o Private Inurem ent. N o part o f  the net earn ings o f  the corporation  shall inure to  the 
benefit o f. o r be d istributable  to , its d irec to rs, trustees, officers , o r o ther private persons; except that the 
corporation  shall be authorized  and em pow ered  to pay reasonable  com pensation  for serv ices rendered  and 
to m ake paym ents and d istribu tions in furtherance o f  the purposes set forth in A rticle III hereof. The 
corporation  shall not have capital stock o r shareholders.

S ection  2. N o Substantia l L obbyin g. N o substantial part o f the activ ities o f  the corporation  shall be 
the carry ing  on o f p ropaganda, o r o therw ise attem pting  to influence legislation .

S ection  3 . N o Political C am paign ing . T he corporation  shall not partic ipate  in , o r in tervene in (inc lud 
ing the publishing o r distribution  o f  s tatem ents), any political cam paign on beh alf o f any cand idate  for 
public office.

S ection  4 . P resb yterian  C hurch  in A m erica  G overn ing  Instru m ents. T he c orpora tion , these A rticles 
o f  Incorporation , and the co rp o ra tio n ’s B ylaw s shall be subject to the follow ing: the C onstitu tion , B ylaw s, 
and B ook o f  C hurch O rder  (all as am ended from  tim e to tim e) o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica unless 
further lim ited by the purposes in A rticle III hereof, the restric tions in Sections 1-3 o f this A rticle V , and 
the requirem ents under Section 501(c)(3) o f  the Internal R evenue C ode (o r the correspond ing  provision  o f 
any future U nited S tates internal revenue law ).

A R T IC L E  V I. T R U S T E E S

Section 1. N um b er. The Board o f  T rustees shall consist o f not few er than three (3) m em bers, and o f 
not m ore than a m axim um  num ber determ ined by the B ylaw s o f  the corporation  as am ended  from  tim e to tim e .

Section 2. Pow ers. The Board o f  T rustees shall govern  the corpora tion , and shall have all the rights 
and pow ers o f  a board o f d irectors under the law s o f the State o f G eorg ia  and o f  the U nited  S tates, as well
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as such o ther rights and authority  as are herein  granted . Such rights and pow ers shall include, but not be 
lim ited to , the pow er to adopt and am end the B ylaw s by a m ajority  vo te , in any way not inconsistent w ith 
the A rticles o f  Incorporation , the law s o f the State o f  G eorg ia , o r the law s o f the U nited  States.

Section  3 . T e rm . T he term  o f  each m em ber o f the B oard o f  T rustees shall be estab lished  in the B ylaw s.

Section 4 . Q ualifications and  E lection . Each m em ber o f the B oard o f  T rustees m ust be e ith e r a 
T eaching  E lder o r R uling E lder in the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica . A T rustee  shall not be elig ib le  for 
reelection  to the B oard until one year a fter the exp ira tion  o f  tw o full o r partial term s not separated  by at 
least one year; a T rustee  m ay otherw ise  serve nonconsecutive  term s w ithout lim it. For purposes o f  the 
preceding  sentence, “partial term s” shall include a term  o f  at least tw o  years, but not a term  o f  less than 
tw o years. T rustees shall be elected  by a m ajority  vote o f  the m em bers o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica in accordance w ith (including  the additional qualifications specified  in) the 
B ylaw s, the R ules for A ssem bly  O peration , and the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica , all as duly am ended from  tim e to tim e. N om inations fo r the B oard o f  T rustees shall be presented  
to the G eneral A ssem bly  in the sam e m anner as o th e r nom inations for Perm anent C om m ittees o f  the 
Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.

S ection  5 . A m endm en t. T he Board o f  T rustees shall have the pow er to  am end these A rtic les o f 
Incorporation , by a m ajority  vote o f the T rustees then in o ffice , in any w ay not inconsistent w ith  the law s 
o f  the State o f  G eorg ia  o r o f the U nited S tates, o r w ith the C onstitu tion  and B ylaw s, and B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  (all as am ended from  tim e to tim e) o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica.

Section  6 . In itial T ru stees. The initial B oard o f  T rustees shall consist o f  seven (7) m em bers, w hose 
nam es, addresses, and initial term s are:

T ay lor M cG ow n 
Post O ffice Box 746 
C olum bus, M ississippi 39703

(four year term )

R ay Jones
Post O ffice  Box 1377 
G ainesv ille , G eorg ia  30503

(fo u ry e a r te rm )

John M ontgom ery 
2140 Pine Forest D riv e , NE 
A tlanta, G eorgia 30345

(three year term )

R odney W . W hited 
1686 M ary Beth Drive 
M iddleburg , F lo r id a 32068

(three year term )

W allace K rohn 
Post O ffice Box 1193 
Fort M cC oy, Florida 32637

(tw o year term )

R alph M ittendorff
3714 S W  O sprey  C reek  W ay
Palm  C ity , F lorida 33490

(tw o year term )

P au lC . A nthony 
621 W ater Dam  Road 
C annonsburg , Pennsylvania 15317

(one year term )

A R T IC L E  V II. N O  M E M B E R S

Section  1. N o M em bers. The corporation  shall not have m em bers.
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A R T IC L E  V III. P O W E R S

Section  1. G eneral. The corporation  shall have all the rights and pow ers custom ary and  p roper for 
tax exem pt nonprofit co rpora tions, including  the pow ers specifically  enum erated  in Section  14-3-21 o f the 
G eorgia C ode.

Section  2 . R estriction s. N otw ithstand ing  any o ther prov isions o f these A rticles o f  Incorporation , the 
corporation  shall not carry on any activ ities not perm itted  to be carried  on  by a corporation  exem pt from  
federal incom e tax under Section  501(c)(3) o f  the Internal R evenue C ode, o r by a corporation  to  w hich 
contributions are deductib le under Sections 170(b)(1)(A ) and 170(c)(2) o f  the Internal R evenue C ode (or 
the corresponding provisions o f  any future U nited S tates internal revenue law ).

Section  3. C haritab le  T ru steesh ip  E tc. T he corporation  shall be em pow ered  to ho ld  o r adm in ister 
property  for the purposes stated in A rticle III, including the pow er to  act as trustee.

A R T IC L E  IX . D IS SO L U T IO N

Section  1. D isso lu tion . T he B oard o f T rustees m ay cease corporate  activ ities and d isso lve and liquidate 
the corporation  by tw o-th irds vote.

Section  2 . L iqu idation . Upon the d isso lu tion  o f  the corpora tion , the B oard o f  T rustees shall pay o r 
m ake provision  for the paym ent o f all o f  the liab ilities o f  the corpora tion , and shall thereafte r d ispose  o f 
all o f  the assets o f  the corporation  exclusive ly  fo r the purposes stated in A rticle III h e reo f in such m anner, 
o r to such organization  o r organizations organ ized  and operated  exclusively  fo r charitab le, educa tiona l, 
re lig ious, literary , o r scientific  purposes as shall a t the tim e qualify  as an exem pt o rgan ization  o r o rganizations 
under Section  501(c)(3) o f the Internal R evenue C ode (o r the corresponding  p rovision  o f  any future U nited 
S tates internal revenue law ), as the B oard o f  T rustees shall determ ine.

Section  3 . C ontingent P rov ision . If  any such assets are not so d isposed  o f, the appropria te  court o f 
the county in w hich the principal G eorg ia  office  (o r if none, the G eorg ia  reg istered  office) o f  the corporation  
is then located shall d ispose o f such assets exclusively  fo r the purposes stated  in A rticle III here in , and 
exclusively  to such organization  o r organ izations w hich are organ ized  and operated  exclusive ly  for such 
purposes and at the tim e qualify  as an exem pt organ ization  o r  organizations under such Section 501(c)(3 ), 
as said court shall determ ine.

A R T IC L E  X. C O N T IN G E N T  R E ST R IC T IO N S

Section 1. C ontingent R estriction s. In the even t that the corporation  is de term ined  by the Internal 
R evenue Service to be a private foundation  w ith in  the m eaning o f  Section  509 o f the In ternal R evenue 
C ode (o r the corresponding provision  o f  any future U nited S tates internal revenue law ), and only  during 
the period during  w hich such determ ination  app lies, notw ithstanding  any o ther p rovision  o f  these A rticles 
o f  Incorporation , this A rticle X shall apply and the corporation  shall: (1) not engage in any act o f  “self-dealing” 
(as defined in Section 4941(d) o f the Internal R evenue C ode) that w ould subject the corporation  to tax under 
Section 4941 o f the Internal R evenue C ode; (2) d istribute  its incom e for each taxable year fo r the purposes 
specified in A rticle III herein  at such tim e, in such m anner, and in such am ounts as are necessary  to  avoid 
subjecting  the corporation  to  tax under Section 4942 o f  the Internal R evenue C ode; (3) not re ta in  any "excess 
business ho ld ings” (as defined  in Section 4943(c) o f  the Internal R evenue C ode) that w ould  subject the 
corporation  to tax under Section  4943 o f  the Internal R evenue C ode; (4) not m ake any investm ents that 
w ould jeopard ize  the carry ing  out o f  any o f  the exem pt purposes o f  the corpora tion  (w ithin the m eaning o f 
Section 4944 o f the Internal R evenue C ode) that w ould subject the corporation  to tax under Section 4944 
o f the Internal R evenue C ode; and (5) not m ake any " taxab le  expend itu res” (as defined  in Section 4945(d) 
o f the Internal R evenue C ode) that w ould  subject the corporation  to tax under Section  4945 o f the Internal 
R evenue Code.

Section 2. D efin ition . Each reference in this A rticle X to a section o f  the Internal R evenue C ode shall 
be deem ed to include the correspond ing  p rovisions o f any future U nited S tates internal revenue law.
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A R T IC L E  X I. IN IT IA L  O F F IC E  A N D  A G E N T

Section  I. O ffice. The initial registered office o f the corporation  shall be Suite 700, 1275 Peachtree 
S treet, N E, A tlanta, G eorg ia  30309.

Section  2 . A gent. The initial registered agent o f the corporation  at such address shall be R obert F. C ook.

A R T IC L E  X II. IN C O R P O R A T O R (S)

S ection  1. In corp orator!s ). The nam e and address o f the incorporator!s), w ho is a c itizen(s) o f  the 
U nited S tates, is:

Robert F. Cook 
Suite 700
1275 Peachtree S treet, NE 
A tlanta, G eorgia 30309

IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F, the undersigned incorporato r o r a ttorney for and represen tative  o f  the 
incorporator has executed  these A rticles o f  Incorporation , pursuant to G eorg ia  C ode Section 14 -3 -131 (a).

PA R K E R , JO H N S O N , C O O K  & D U N L E V IE

By Is/ Robert F . C ook__________

Robert F. C ook,
A ttorney for and R epresentative  o f 
the Incorporator

1275 Peachtree S treet, N ortheast 
Suite 700
A tlanta, G eorg ia  30309 
404/872-7000

C O N S E N T  T O  SE R V E  AS 
R E G IS T E R E D  A G EN T

I hereby consent to serve as R egistered A gent at the registered  office  show n below  my nam e for 
IN V ESTO R  S FU N D  FOR BU ILD IN G  & D E V E L O PM E N T  O F PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN 
A M E R IC A , INC.
T his consent shall rem ain effective until such tim e as a new  R egistered  A gent is appointed.

T his 31st day o f  D ecem ber, 1985.

/s/ R obert F. C ook

R O B E R T  F. C O O K  
Suite 700
1275 Peachtree S treet, N ortheast 
A tlanta, G eorgia 30309 
Fulton C ounty



APPENDICES 269

B Y L A W S  
O F  

IN V E S T O R ’S F U N D  F O R  B U IL D IN G  & D E V E L O P M E N T  
O F  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A , IN C ., 

A N O N P R O F IT  C O R P O R A T IO N  

A R T IC L E  I. O F F IC E S

Section  1 .01 . R egistered  O ffice and  A gent. T he address o f  the registered  office  o f  the corporation  
is Suite 700 , 1275 Peachtree S treet, N E , A tlan ta , G eorg ia  30309, and the nam e o f the reg istered  agen t at 
this address is R obert F. C ook.

Section  1 .02 . O th er O ffices. The corporation  m ay have offices at such place o r places w ith in  or 
w ithout the State o f  G eorgia as the B oard o f  T rustees m ay from  tim e to tim e appoint o r as the business o f 
the corporation  m ay require o r m ake desirable.

A R T IC L E  II. T R U S T E E S

Section  2 .0 1 . Pow ers. The property  and business o f  the corporation  shall be m anaged by its Board 
o f T rustees. In addition to  the pow ers and authority  expressly  conferred  on it by the A rticles o f  Incorporation  
and these B ylaw s, the B oard o f  Trustees m ay exercise  all such pow ers o f  the corporation  and do all such 
lawful acts and th ings as are not p rohib ited  by law , by the A rticles o f  Incorporation , o r by these  B ylaw s, 
including Section 6 .05  hereof.

Section  2 .02 . N um b er. The Board o f  T rustees shall consist o f  seven m em bers. T rustees need not be 
residents o f the State o f G eorgia.

Section  2 .0 3 . T erm . A fter the initial term  w hich shall be as stated in the A rticles o f  Incorporation , 
the term  o f each T rustee shall be four years and in each  case  until a successo r T rustee  has been e lected  or 
until h is earlie r resignation , death , o r rem oval.

Section  2 .0 4 . Q ualifica tions and  E lection . Each m em ber o f the B oard o f  Trustees m ust be e ithe r a 
T eaching E lder o r R uling E lder in the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  (P C A ). A Trustee  shall not be 
elig ib le  for reelection  to  the Board until one year a fter the expira tion  o f tw o full o r partial term s not separated  
by at least one year; a T rustee  m ay o therw ise  serve nonconsecutive  term s w ithout lim it. For purposes o f 
the preceding sentence, "partial term s" shall include a term  o f at least tw o  years but not a term  o f  less than 
tw o years. T rustees shall be e lected  by a m ajority  vote o f the m em bers o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
PCA in accordance w ith (including the additional qualifications specified  in) the B ylaw s, the R ules for 
A ssem bly  O pera tion , and the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  o f  the P C A , all as duly am ended  from  tim e to tim e. 
N om inations fo r the B oard o f  Trustees shall be presen ted  to the G eneral A ssem bly  in the sam e m anner as 
o ther nom inations for Perm anent C om m ittees o f  the PC A .

Section  2 .0 5 . N o C om p en sation . T he T rustees shall serve w ithout com pensa tion , excep t that the 
Board by resolu tion  may provide for reasonable  expenses for attendance at m eetings o f  the B oard to be 
reim bursed.

Section  2 .06 . R egular M eetings. R egular m eetings o f  the B oard o f  T rustees shall be held quarterly  
w ithout notice at such tim es as the B oard o f  T rustees shall from  tim e to tim e designa te , and an annual 
m eeting o f  the Board o f T rustees shall be held w ithout notice before o r w ithin one m onth a fter the c lose 
o f the co rpo ra tion 's  yearly  accounting  period , all at such p laces w ithin o r w ithout the State o f  G eorg ia  as 
the Board o f T rustees shall from  tim e to tim e designate .

Section  2 .0 7 . Specia l M eetings. Special m eetings m ay be held if called  pursuant to Section  2 .08  
herein w ith at least tw o d ay s ' notice by telephone o r personal de livery , o r five d a y s ' notice by first class 
m ail, o f the tim e and place o f  the m eeting to each  T rustee.

Section  2 .0 8 . C allin g  M eetings. M eetings o f  the B oard o f T rustees m ay be called  by the C hairm an 
o f the B oard , by the President o f the corpora tion , o r by any tw o T rustees.

Section 2 .0 9 . W aiver o f  N otice . N otice o f  a m eeting  o f the B oard o f T rustees need not be given  in 
any event to any T rustee w ho signs a w aiver o f  notice e ither before or after the m eeting . A ttendance o f a 
Trustee  at a m eeting shall constitu te  a w aiver o f  notice o f  such m eeting and w aiver o f  any and all objections 
to the place o f the m eeting , the tim e o f  the m eeting , o r the m anner in w hich it has been called  o r convened , 
except if  a T rustee  states, at the beginning  o f  the m eeting , any such objection  o r ob jections to the transaction  
o f  business.
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Section 2 .1 0 . C ontents o f  N otice. The business to be transacted  a t, and the purpose o f, any regu lar 
or special m eeting o f  the B oard o f  T rustees need not be specified  in the notice o r w aiver o f  notice o f  such 
m eeting.

S ection  2 .1 1 . Q uorum . At all m eetings o f the Board o f  T rustees, the p resence o f  one-th ird  o f  the 
authorized  num ber o f  T rustees, but in any event not less than tw o  T rustees, shall constitu te  a quorum  for 
the transaction  o f business. In the absence o f a quo rum , a m ajority  o f  the Trustees present at any m eeting 
m ay adjourn  the m eeting from  tim e to  time until a quorum  is obtained.

Section  2 .1 2 . V otin g. T he act o f  a m ajority  o f  the Trustees present at any m eeting  at w hich there is 
a quorum  shall be the act o f the Board o f T rustees, except as m ay be o therw ise  specifically  provided by 
law , by the A rticles o f Incorporation , or by these B ylaw s.

Section  2 .13 . C ondu ct o f  M eetings. T he C hairm an o f  the B oard , o r in h is absence the P residen t, 
and in their absence the V ice President, if any , nam ed by the Board o f T rustees, shall preside at m eetings 
o f  the B oard o f  T rustees. T he Secretary  o f the corporation , o r in the S ec re ta ry 's  absence any person appointed 
by the presid ing  O fficer, shall act as Secretary fo r m eetings o f  the Board o f  T rustees. M eetings shall be 
governed by the m ost recent edition  o f  "R o b ert’s R ules o f  O rder" , excep t to the ex ten t that these B ylaw s 
are inconsistent therew ith .

S ection  2 .1 4 . T elep hone P articip ation . T rustees m ay partic ipate  in m eetings o f  the B oard o f  T rustees 
through use o f  conference telephone o r sim ilar com m unications equ ipm ent, so long as all T rustees partic ipat
ing in the m eeting can hear one another. Such partic ipation  shall constitu te  personal p resence at the m eeting , 
and consequently  shall be counted  tow ard  the required  quorum  and in any vote.

S ection  2 .1 5 . W ritten C onsen t. Any action required  o r perm itted  to be taken at any m eeting o f  the 
Board o f Trustees o r o f any com m ittee  thereo f m ay be taken w ithout a m eeting if  a w ritten consen t, setting 
forth the action so taken, is signed by all m em bers o f  the B oard o r o f such com m ittee , as the case m ay be. 
Such w ritten consent shall be filed with the m inutes o f the p roceed ings o f  the B oard o r com m ittee.

Section 2 .16 . A djou rn m ent. A m ajority  o f  the Trustees p resen t, w hether o r not a quorum  ex ists, 
may adjourn  any m eeting o f the B oard o f T rustees to ano ther tim e and place. N otice o f  any such adjourned 
m eeting shall be given to the Trustees who w ere not present at the tim e o f the ad journm ent and, unless the 
tim e and place o f the adjourned m eeting are announced at the tim e o f  the ad journm ent, to the o ther T rustees, 
with at least tw o d a y s ’ notice by telephone o r personal de livery , o r five d a y s’ notice by first class m ail, o f 
the tim e and place o f the m eeting.

Section  2 .17 . R em oval. The B oard o f T rustees o r the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PCA m ay declare the 
position o f a T rustee  vacan t, and m ay rem ove such Trustee  fo r cause , on the occurrence o f  any o f the 
follow ing events: the T rustee has been declared  o f  unsound m ind by a final o rder o f  court; the T rustee  has 
been conv icted  o f  a felony; or the T rustee has failed to a ttend any m eeting  o f  the Board for at least a year 
and a half. T he G eneral A ssem bly o f  the PCA  may declare the position o f a T rustee  vacan t, and may 
rem ove such Trustee  w ithout cause, by vote o f  a m ajority  o f the m em bers o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
PCA. E lection or appointm ent o f  a T rustee shall not o f itse lf create  any con tract rights.

Section 2 .18 . R esign ation . Any T rustee may resign by giv ing  w ritten notice to the C hairm an o f  the 
B oard, the P resident, o r the Secretary . T he resignation  shall be effective  on receip t, unless the notice 
specifies a later tim e for the effective date o f such resignation , o r if the corporation  w ould  be left w ithout 
the m inim um  num ber o f duly elected  T rustees in w hich even t the resignation  shall be effective  upon the 
election  o f  a successor. If the resignation is effective at a future tim e, a successor may be e lected  before 
that tim e to take office  w hen the resignation  becom es effective.

Section 2 .19 . V acancies. A vacancy on the Board o f T rustees shall ex ist on the death , resignation , 
o r rem oval o f  any T rustees; w henever the num ber o f  T rustees authorized  is increased; and on  failure o f  the 
Trustees to elect the full num ber o f T rustees authorized . Such vacancies m ay be filled for the rem ainder o f 
the term  by m ajority vote at a m eeting  o f the Board o f  T rustees, and if  the total num ber o f rem aining  
Trustees is less than a quorum  by a unanim ous vote o f  the tw o rem aining  Trustees o r the vote o f a sole 
rem aining Trustee.

A R T IC L E  III. B O A R D  O F  A D V ISO R S

Section  3 .0 1 . G eneral. The corporation  m ay have a B oard o f  A dvisors, o f such num ber as is established 
by the Board o f T rustees. A dvisors shall be selected by the Board o f  T rustees, and shall be individuals 
with expertise in fields o f  potential benefit to the o rgan ization . The A dvisors shall provide advice and 
consultation  to the Board o f T rustees, and m ay attend m eetings o f  the B oard o f T rustees unless the Board 
specifies o therw ise.
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A R T IC L E  IV . C O M M IT T E E S

Section  4 .0 1 . C om m ittees. C om m ittees m ay be established by the Board from  tim e to tim e; shall 
consist o f  tw o o r m ore T rustees, as prov ided  by the B oard; and shall be authorized  to exercise  the authority  
o f the B oard o f T rustees to the ex ten t prov ided  in the resolu tion  creating  any such com m ittee . Any such 
com m ittee shall act by m ajority  vote; and shall have a quorum  o f  one-th ird  o f the m em ber T rustees, but in 
any event not less than tw o Trustees.

A R T IC L E  V. O F F IC E R S

Section  5 .0 1 . E lection . T he B oard o f  T rustees at its annual m eeting shall elect a P resident (subject 
to first-tim e approval by the T heological E xam ining  C om m ittee  o f  the PC A  if  required  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly o f  the PC A ), a S ecretary , and a T reasu rer, and m ay elect a C hairm an  o f  the B oard and one or 
more V ice Presidents.

Section  5 .0 2 . O th er O fficers. The B oard o f T rustees at any tim e and from  tim e to tim e m ay appoint 
such o ther officers as it shall deem  necessary , including  one o r m ore A ssistant V ice P residen ts, one o r m ore 
A ssistant T reasurers , and one o r m ore A ssistant S ecretaries, w ho shall hold their offices for such  term s as 
shall be determ ined by the B oard and shall exercise  such pow ers and perform  such duties as shall be 
determ ined from  tim e to  tim e by the B oard o f  T rustees o r the Executive  T rustee.

Section  5 .0 3 . M ultip le O ffices. Any person m ay ho ld  any tw o  o r m ore O ffices , except that no person 
m ay hold  both the O ffices o f  President and Secretary .

Section  5 .0 4 . C om p en sation . The salaries o f  the O fficers o f  the corporation  shall be fixed by the 
B oard o f  T rustees, except that the B oard o f  T rustees m ay delegate  to any O fficer o r O fficers  the pow er to 
fix the com pensation  o f any A ssistant V ice P residen ts, A ssistan t T reasurers , and A ssistan t Secretaries.

Section  5 .0 5 . T erm . Each O fficer o f  the corporation  shall hold office  until his successor is chosen 
or until his earlier resignation , death , o r rem oval.

Section  5 .0 6 . C hairm an o f  th e B oard . T he C hairm an  o f  the B oard shall preside at all m eetings o f 
the Board o f T rustees, and shall appoint the m em bers o f  all com m ittees.

Section  5 .0 7 . P resident. T he P resident (w ho  m ay be called  the E xecutive  D irector) shall no t, upon 
the first tim e o f em ploym ent as President o f  the corpora tion , assum e office  until after approval by the 
T heological Exam ining  C om m ittee  o f the PCA  if  required  by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PC A ; shall 
preside at all m eetings o f the m em bers o f  the B oard; shall appoin t the m em bers o f  all com m ittees and be 
an ex o fficio  m em ber o f all com m ittees; shall sign such papers as m ay be required  by his office  o r  as may 
be d irected  by the Board o f  T rustees; shall m ake such reports and recom m endations to the B oard o f  T rustees 
o f  the corporation  at any regu lar o r special m eetings, concern ing  the w ork and affairs o f  the corporation , 
as in his judgm en t m ay be necessary fo r their inform ation  and guidance; m ay require such reports from  the 
T reasurer and S ecretary , as in his judgm en t are necessary ; shall m anage the affairs and d irec t the w ork and 
em ployees o f  the corporation , subject to and in accordance w ith the d irec tions o f the B oard o f  T rustees; 
shall prepare annual budgets and additional budgets as needed o f expense fo r subm ission  to the C om m ittee  
on A dm inistration  o f  the PCA  for evaluation  and  to the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PCA  for adoption; shall 
be authorized  to incur expenses in accordance w ith the approved budget, o r as d irected  by the Board; and 
shall perform  such o ther duties as m ay be incidental to the office.

Section  5 .0 8 . V ice P residents. T he V ice P residen ts, in the o rder nam ed by the Board o f T rustees, 
shall perform  the duties o f the President o r o f  the Executive  Trustee  in event o f  the absence, resignation , 
refusal to  act, o r inability  to act o f  the President o r o f  the Executive T rustee . O ne V ice President m ay be 
designated  by the B oard as Executive V ice P resident.

Section  5 .0 9 . Secretary . The Secretary  shall issue in w riting all notices o f m eetings; shall notify 
individuals elected  to office  and to the B oard o f T rustees; shall keep com plete  records and m inutes o f 
m eetings o f the Board and o f the Executive C om m ittee; shall furnish the B oard o f  T rustees w ith a list o f 
officers , m em bers o f  the Board o f T rustees, and m em bers o f com m ittees w hose term s shall expire at the 
next annual m eeting; shall mail such o ther notices as m ay be d irected  by the B oard o f  T rustees; shall be 
custodian  o f all records o f the corporation , except such records and papers as shall be kept by the T reasurer 
as herein  provided; shall sign such papers as m ay be required  by his office  o r as d irected  by the B oard o f 
T rustees; and shall perform  such o ther duties as m ay be incidental to the o ffice.

S ection  5 .1 0 . T reasurer The T reasurer shall receive all m onies o f  the corporation  and have custody 
thereof; shall deposit the funds o f  the corporation  in one o r m ore banks selected  by the Board o f  T rustees; 
shall d isburse funds in accordance w ith the d irecto rs o f  and upon the signatures o f  persons designated  by 
the Board; shall keep a full account o f all m oneys received and paid out and shall m ake such reports thereof 
to the P resident, Executive T rustee , and B oard o f  T rustees as they m ay require; shall receive and have 
custody o f  all deeds, securities , notes, con tracts  and o ther financial papers o f  the corporation  and shall
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place them  for safekeeping  in the safe deposit vaults o f  a bank designated  by the B oard and under such 
rules as to access as the B oard shall determ ine; shall keep  full account o f  all deeds, securities , notes and 
financial papers o f the corporation  and shall m ake such accountings and reports th e reo f to  the President, 
Executive T rustee , and B oard o f  T rustees as they m ay require; shall cause the books o f  account o f  the 
corporation  to be review ed at least once annually  by a public accountant approved by the B oard o f T rustees; 
shall cause to be prepared and shall present at each  annual m eeting  o f  the Trustees a com prehensive financial 
statem ent including the report o f  the accountant; shall sign such papers as m ay be required  by h is office or 
as m ay be d irected  by the Board o f  T rustees; and shall perform  such o ther duties as m ay be incidental to 
the o ffice. He shall not be required  to give any bonds, unless the B oard o f  T rustees provide o therw ise  and 
in the am ounts as they shall de term ine , for the faithful perform ance o f  his du ties . T he said books o f account 
shall be open at any tim e during  regu lar business hours to inspections by any T rustee , the P residen t, and 
the Secretary.

Section  5 .1 1 . C ontracts. U nless authorized  in a particu lar instance by the Board o f  D irectors by 
resolu tion , no O fficer, em ployee, o r agent shall have any authority  to b ind the corporation  by any con tract, 
to pledge its assets o r cred it, o r to render it liable pecun iarily , fo r any am ount in excess o f  $500. If  so 
au thorized , o r if less than $500 , any o f  the foregoing  O fficers  s ingly m ay execute contracts or deliver 
instrum ents on beh alf o f the corporation , pledge its assets o r cred its , o r render it liable pecuniarily .

Section  5 .1 2 . R em oval. The B oard o f  T rustees m ay rem ove any O fficer w ith  o r w ithout cause w henever 
in its judgm en t the best interests o f  the corporation  will be served  thereby . E lection  o r appoin tm ent o f an 
O fficer o r o ther agent shall not o f itse lf create con tract rights.

Section  5 .1 3 . R esign ation . Any O fficer m ay resign at any tim e on w ritten  notice to the B oard o f
T rustees, to take effect im m ediately  unless a future effective  date is specified , w ithout prejudice  to any
rights o f  the corporation  under any contract to w hich the O fficer is a party .

Section 5 .1 4 . V acancies. A vacancy in any O ffice shall ex ist on the death , resignation , o r rem oval 
o f  any O fficer. In case o f  a vacancy, the Board o f  T rustees m ay e lect a new  O fficer. In case  o f  the absence 
o f  any O fficer o f  the corporation , o r fo r any o ther reason that the B oard o f  T rustees m ay deem  suffic ient, 
the Board o f T rustees m ay delegate , for the tim e being , any o r all o f the pow ers o r duties o f such O fficer 
to any O fficer o r to any T rustee.

A R T IC L E  V I. M IS C E L L A N E O U S P R O V ISIO N S

S ection  6 .0 1 . A m endm en t. The B oard o f T rustees shall have the pow er to adopt and am end by a 
m ajority  vote these B ylaw s in any w ay not inconsistent w ith the A rticles o f  Incorporation  o r the law s o f 
the State o f  G eorg ia  o r the U nited States.

S ection  6 .0 2 . D issolu tion . T he Board o f T rustees m ay cease corporate  activ ities and d isso lve the 
corporation  as provided in A rticle IX o f the A rticles o f  Incorporation  o f  the corporation .

S ection  6 .0 3 . Indem nification . T he corporation  shall indem nify  its T rustees and O fficers to  the extent 
perm itted  by Sections 14-3-110 and 14-2-156 o f  the G eorg ia  C ode, and may indem nify its em ployees and 
agents to the sam e o r a narrow er extent. T he B oard o f T rustees m ay m aintain liab ility  insurance coverage 
for any o r all o f the co rp o ra tio n 's  T rustees, O fficers , em p loyees, o r agents.

Section  6 .0 4 . R acial N ondiscrim ination  P olicy . The c o rp o ra tio n 's  program s, including  but not lim ited 
to its educational p rogram s, shall adm it persons o f any race to  all the righ ts, p riv ileges, p rogram s, and 
activ ities generally  accorded or m ade available to students o r o ther persons in such p rogram s. The corporation  
shall not discrim inate  on the basis o f race in adm inistra tion  o f its educational po lic ies, adm issions po lic ies, 
scholarship  and loan p rogram s, if  any . and o ther program s.

Section 6 .0 5 . Presybterian  C hurch in A m erica  G overn in g  Instru m ents. N otw ithstanding  the fo rego
ing, the corporation  and these B ylaw s shall be subject to the C onstitu tion , B ylaw s, and B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  (all as am ended from  tim e to tim e) o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica as and to the extent 
provided in the A rticles o f Incorporation o f  the corporation .

C E R T IF IC A T E  O F  SE C R E T A R Y

I hereby certify  that the foregoing B ylaw s com prising  13 pages constitu te  the B ylaw s o f the corporation , 
that said B ylaw s w ere duly adopted  at a m eeting o f the B oard o f  T rustees held on 17th day o f January , 
1986, and that I am  the duly elected  and acting Secretary  o f  the corporation .

D ated January 17. 1986.

/s/ R odney W . W hited 
Secretary
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B A SIC  P O L IC Y  G U ID E L IN E S FO R  R E V O L V IN G  B U IL D IN G  L O A N S  
T O  Q U A L IF IE D  A P P L IC A N T S A S E ST A B L ISH E D  BY  

T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M IS SIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  O F  
T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN  A M E R IC A  &  T H E  IN V E ST O R S FU N D  

FO R  B U IL D IN G  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T , P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A , INC

1. Purpose o f the R evolving B uilding L oan Program :
To provide a m eans w hereby C hristians m ay invest a portion  o f  their surplus m onies into a  plan that 

w ill provide m ortgage m onies to churches w ith in  T he Presby terian  C hurch  in A m erica . T he  p rogram  will 
o ffer financial assistance for land acqu isition , bu ild ing , and enlarg ing  o r en rich ing  a w orsh ip  o r teaching  
center.
2. Q ualified  A pplicants

a. O rgan ized  churches o f T he P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  that are approved fo r a  loan by the 
M NA  presbytery com m ittee  o f ju risd ic tion .

b. M ission groups recognized by a p resby tery , chartered  by the state in w hich they are constitu ted  
and endorsed  for a loan by the p resbytery  o f  ju risd ic tion .

c. P resbyteries m ay borrow  m oney from  the fund to  purchase land for future church planting .
3. Purpose o f Loans

a. To build  a structure o r buy an ex isting  building.
b. To rem odel o r enhance an existing  church build ing  o r C hristian  church school.
c. To purchase land fo r future construction .
d. T o  use as first o r second m ortgage in perm anen t financing  fo r church  bu ild ings, C hristian  schools, 

o r unim proved land for future buildings.
4. T erm s and C onditions o f the Loan

a. All loans will be m ade at a fixed o r variable rate o f interest over the life o f  the loan. R ates and
term s will be recom m ended by the C om m ittee  on M ission  to N orth A m erica  and im plem ented  
by the trustees adm inistering  the R B F program .

b. A one to five point fee will be charged  to each  loan based  on the do lla r am ount o f  the loan and 
w ill be p repaid  from  the loan d isbursem ent. T hese fees w ill be used  to offset the cost o f  operating  
the fund.

c. Each loan w ill be secured  by a properly  execu ted  and recorded m ortgage and loan agreem ent 
approved by the congregation  borrow ing the m oney at a congregational m eeting . T he agreem ent 
w ill be execu ted  by the m oderato r and  secretary o f  the m eeting  for the church.

d. The C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica  reserves the right to re ject, m odify  o r delay  a 
request w ithout reason o ther than its ow n judgm ent.

e. It is understood that should a borrow ing congregation  be d isso lved  o r voluntarily  w ithdraw  from  
a presbytery w hich is a part o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  that the Investors Fund 
officers will be expected  to m ake dem and  that the ou tstand ing  balance o f the note be paid . In 
the case o f  a m ission church , the endorsing  presby tery  will be expec ted  to  fulfill the repaym ent 
schedule.

f. All applications for loans from  church  and m ission groups m ust include a D ocum ent o f  A pproval 
from  the M NA C om m ittee  o f  the presbytery  o f ju risd ic tion .

g. Presbytery applications fo r loans m ust include an affidavit o f  p resbytery  approval certified  by 
the p resbytery  m oderator and /or the stated c lerk  o f  the presbytery .

h. Funds fo r loans approved by M N A  will be forw arded to  the congregation  by the trustees o f  the 
fund w hen all the term s and conditions o f the loan are fu lfilled  and the funds becom e availab le. 
(A ll approvals are subject to the availability  o f  funds. A pprovals are valid  on ly  w hen funds are 
availab le and the necessary  paperw ork has been com ple ted .)
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A T T A C H M E N T  C

C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  
B U D G E T  SU M M A R Y  FO R  T H E  Y E A R  EN D IN G  

Jun e 30 , 1987

Stated
Description Clerk Archives

St C lerk/C oord . $ 45 ,365
Salaries & B enefits 60 ,469  $ 47 ,367
Travel 3 ,700 340
Printing 2,800 2,500
Rent & Storage 8,841 0
Room  & Board 2,000 180
Postage 6 ,2 0 0 1,200
Telephone 2,950 1,800
Foundation 0 0
O ffice  Supplies 3 ,720 2,400
R epairs & M aintenance 5,000 200
D evelopm ent 0 0
Prom otional 1,000 7,000
Fix A sset A dditions 12,798 6 ,450
Freight & Shipping 0 0
D ues & Subscriptions 200 100
Professional Services 0 0
Insurance 0 0
C om puter expense 1,000 0
Professional D evelopm ent 0 1,500
C ontingencies 2 ,000 2,200

Total E xpenses 158,043 73 ,237

S tanding C om m ittees supported by the COA:
A ssem bly  T heological E xam ining  C om m ittee 
C om m ittee on Interchurch R elations 
C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness 
N om inating  C om m ittee 
R eview  and C ontro l C om m ittee 
A d-Interim  C om m ittees 
Judicial C om m issions

Total
Standing General Budget

Committees Assembly COA 1987

$ 45 ,365 $ 90 ,730
0 150 166,877 274 ,863

26 ,400 4 ,0 0 0 46 ,8 0 0 81 ,240
60 36 ,000 32 ,550 73 ,910

0 0 21 ,260 30,101
10,230 4 ,000 25 ,000 41 ,410

50 1,500 7 ,800 16,750
280 400 14,875 20,305

0 0 21,186 21 ,186
250 50 6,575 12,995

0 0 4 , (XX) 9 ,200
0 5 ,000 6 ,2 0 0 11,200

3,500 9 ,000 25,531 46,031
0 0 24 ,539 43 .787
0 1,000 9 ,0 0 0 10,000
0 0 3,742 4 ,042
0 12,000 12,200 24 ,200
0 0 3 ,400 3,400
0 0 1,800 2,800
0 0 3,650 5 .150
0 1,350 1,040 6 ,590

40 ,7 7 0 74 ,450 4 83 .390 829 ,890
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IN V E S T O R ’S FU N D  P R O P O SE D  B U D G E T  
1986-87

C oord ina to r 20 ,9 7 6 .0 0
Travel 10 ,000.00

Loan M anager 20 ,5 0 0 .0 0
Travel 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0

Secretary 7 ,2 9 0 .5 0
Benefits (M edical) 3 ,9 3 4 .1 0
FIC A  1,261.78

O ffice Lease 2 ,1 6 0 .0 0
C om puter and Softw are 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0
T elephone 6 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Printing 10 ,000 .00
Program  M arketing  30 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Postage 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Legal 2 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Trustees M eeting  2 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Supplies 1 ,000 .00

$152 ,122 .38
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C O M M IT T E E  O N  C H R IS T IA N  E D U C A T IO N

Proposed B udget FY 87
85-86 85-86 86-87

Approved Projected Proposed

(1 )Office Salaries $ 153,828 $ 134,129 $ 161,771
(2)Employee Benefits 30,018 23,332 31,475
(3)Professional Services 18,768 8,552 15,800
(4)Supplies-Office 14,692 2,640 9,400
(5)Telephone 11,964 13,974 14,500
(6)Rent 37,506 36,389 37,200
(7)Conferences 2,000 620 1,300
(8)Book Allowance 504 384 600
(9)Travel/Hotel 61,602 55,476 59,444

(lO)Vehicle 9,100 7,247 9,075
(11 )Computer Expense 14,676 3,704 7,700
(12)M iscellaneous 6,444 7,516 9.300
(13)Dues, Subscriptions & Publications 1,800 3,506 4,000
(14)Printing 103,300 86,373 98,300 **
(15)Postage 74,104 46,950 58,350
(16)Graphics 28,996 24,220 27,000
(17)W riters 2,004 222 2,000
(18)Photographs 996 60 1,000
(19)Great Comm ission Publications 99,996 80,000 100,000
(20)Overhead Allocations — 57,062 47,350
(21)Brochures 9,000 — 4,500
(22)CE Newsletter 10,000 — 10,000
(23)Equipment Rental 7,200 2,094 2,000
(24)Capital Expenditures 9,996 16,104 13,500
(25)Audio Visual 25,000 1,976 15,000
(26)Consultant 3,996 — 5,000
(27)Insurance 2,352 942 2,800
(28)Christian Schools 996 — 3,000
(29)Special Events 6,000 564 6,000
(30)Follow-M e 9,996 11,000 13,000
(31 )Effective Church Leadership 2,004 600 2,000
(32)Adult Education 27,000 — 16,000

(33)Officer Training Material 3,000 — 3,000
(34)Seminar Material 30,000 9,140 30,000 *

(35)WIC 20,004 24 15.000
(36)W IC Newsletter 2,004 2,480 4,500
(37)W IC Bible Study 17,004 — 15,000 ***
(38)PCA Foundation 17,004 17,614 22,301
(39)Advertising 3,000 — 3,000

(40)Program Salary/Benefits 218,752 197,910 223,477
(41 )Coordinator Salary/Benefits 42,216 42,537 45.365
(42)N A ED ues — — 605
(43)A rchives(seep. 174) — — 2,415

GRANDTOTAL $1,138,822 $895,341 $1,153,028

Revenue from sales o f Seminars 
Reimbursement from Undesignated funds 
Revenue from sales o f WIC Study

$ 10,000 
$100,000 
$ 15.000
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M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A

E stim ated  B udget Proposed
86 A ctual FY 86 F Y 87

O P E R A T IO N S:

A dm inistration
C om m ittee $ 20 ,000 $ 26 ,500
Audit 6 ,5 0 0 6 ,5 0 0
Salaries & Benefits 42 ,2 1 0 45 ,365
T ravel & T elephone 12,000 12,000
S taffT ra in ing 600 0
C oord inato r R eplacem ent 13,000
M isc. 1,000 1,000

Total A dm inistration $ 82 ,310 $104 ,365

O ffice
Salaries 113,652 141,056
B enefits 0 10,061
FICA  Tax 0 10,090
Supplies 12,000 12,000
Postage M eter 10,000 12,000
T elephone 5 ,000 5 ,0 0 0
Insurance 13,000 1,500
Rent 3 0 ,000 40 ,0 0 0
E quipm ent M aint 4 ,5 0 0 6 ,0 0 0
E quipm ent Rental 4 ,2 4 0 5 ,0 0 0
E quipm ent Purchase 5 ,000 3 ,000
C om puter 20 ,000 15,000
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
M isc. 3 ,500 3 ,500

Total O ffice $209 ,792 $264 ,807

C om m unications
Salaries 19,570 0
Benefits 0 0
FICA Tax 0 0
T ravel &  T elephone 3 ,500 3 ,500
Printing & Prom otion 17,000 17,000
Postage 1,000 1,000
A udio/V isuals 7 ,000 8 ,000
M inistry Publications 27 ,500 30 ,000
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 0

Total C om m unications $ 76 ,170 $ 60 ,100

Total O perations $368 ,272 $429 ,272
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M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  (continued)

E stim ated  B udget Proposed
86  A ctual FY 86 FY 87

P R O G R A M :

C hurch D evelopm ent
Salaries 36 ,210 4 0 ,8 2 9
Travel & T elephone 14,000 14,000
O rganizing  Pastor 5 00 ,000 519 ,502
O P  Process &  Place 10,000 12,000
O P  M oving 3 0 ,000 3 3 ,000
O P  O perating  Expense 3 0 ,000 3 7 ,000
M inistry  T raining 2 3 ,000 2 4 ,000
Interns 0 6 0 ,0 0 0
M A L  E xpenses 0 0
M aterials 300 200
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
C onsultants 0 1,000
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 4 ,0 0 0

T otal C hurch D evelopm ent $ 644 ,110 $746,131

W estern  O ffice
Salary 19,280
T ravel & T elephone 6 ,0 0 0
O ffice Support 4 ,7 2 0

Total W estern  O ffice $0 $ 30 ,000

Ethnic M inistries
Salaries 39 ,210 41 .963
Travel & T elephone 12,000 12,000
Ethnic C hurches 223 ,270 186,573
C om m unicators 91 ,863
Ethnic Process & Place 1,600 1,600
M inistry  Train ing 6 ,000 6 ,0 0 0
M oving Pastors 6 ,000 6 ,0 0 0
Scholarships 5 ,000 6 .0 0 0
C onferences 5 ,000 6 ,0 0 0
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 0

Total E thnic M inistries $298 ,680 $3 58 ,599

D esignated Support M in.
C o-op  A greem ents 51 ,096 5 7 ,500
C .U .T .S . 1,800 2 2 ,500
H ispanic Team 15,000 5 0 ,000

Total D esignated Support $ 67 ,896 $1 30 ,000

C am pus M inistries
Salaries 36 ,210 3 8 ,560
T ravel & T elephone 10,000 10,000
Field A ssistance 10.000 10,000
RU M  Support Services 5 .950 6 ,0 0 0
M inistry  to International 27 ,500 3 0 ,000
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 0

Total C am pus M inistries $ 90 ,2 6 0 $ 9 5 ,160



APPENDICES 279

M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  (continued)

E stim ated  B udget Proposed
86 A ctual FY 86 F Y 87

E vangelism  & C hurch G row th
Salaries 39 ,210 79 ,389
Travel & T elephone 10,000 15,000
M aterials 7 ,5 0 0 7 ,500
EE Scholarships 7 ,5 0 0 7 ,500
C onferences, Sem inars, etc. 3 ,000 3 ,000
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 0

Total Evang. & C h . G row th $ 67 ,8 1 0 $112 ,989

C hurch  B uildings
Salaries 39 ,210 34 ,976
Benefits 0 0
FIC A  Tax 0 0
Travel & T elephone 7 ,000 7 ,500
Printing 3 ,000 0
Postage 2 ,000 0
S taffT ra in ing 600 0
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 1,000 0
Legal 7 ,500 1,000
Print/Prom . 17,500 1,500
Postage 1,000 1,000
O ffice Support 14,000 11,660
T  ravel 3 ,000 0

Total C hurch  Buildings $ 95 ,810 $ 5 7 ,636

G eneral A ssem bly
G eneral A ssem bly 0 10,000
Foundation 17.500 22,301
M NA  Participation 5 ,000 6 ,0 0 0
M isc.
N A E D ues 
S tudy C om m ittee 
A rchives (see p. 174)

Total G eneral A ssem bly $ 22 ,500

1,116 
5 ,0 0 0  

865 

$ 45 ,282

C haplain M inistries
Salary & Benefits 10,600 12,852
O ffice & Travel 5 ,000 5 ,7 0 0
C om m ission  M eetings 1,500 1,500
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 0

Total C haplain  M inistries $ 17,100 $ 20 ,052
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M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  (continued)

E stim ated  B udget Proposed
86 A ctual FY 86 FY 87

Plans & D evelopm ent
Salaries 36 ,210 3 8 ,560
Travel & T elephone 8,000 8 .400
D em ographics 4 ,000 5 ,000
G raphics Package 4 ,000 1,500
Literature 1,000 0
A udio/V isual 0 0
M inister to nonPC A  C hurch 2,000 3 .000
Presbytery  M N A  Sem inar 5 ,000 5 ,000
A ssessm ent C enter 35 ,000 35 ,000
S taffT ra in ing 600 600
O ffice Support 0 0
M isc. 0 0

Total P lans & D evelopm ent 95 ,810 97 .060

M isc. 0 0

T O T A L PR O G RA M $1,399 ,481 $1 ,6 9 2 ,9 0 8

T O T A L  B U D G ET $1 ,767 ,753 $ 2 ,1 2 2 ,1 8 0

M ercy M inistries
Salaries 18,375 29 ,280
Travel & T elephone 5 ,250 6 ,0 0 0
D evelopm ent 5 ,250 10,000
S taffT ra in ing 600
O ffice Support 0
M isc. 0 2 ,000

Total M ercy M inistries 29 ,475 47 ,280
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C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y

1986-87 B U D G E T  
H IST O R IC A L  SU M M A R Y

R EV EN U E S 83-84 A ctual 84-85 A ctual 85-86 B udget 86-87 B udget

E ducational and G eneral
T uition  $ 3 51 ,353  $ 350 ,2 6 0  $ 320 ,825  $ 297 ,184
Fees 11,999 14,297 11,008 11,000
E ndow m ent 2 10 ,118  2 21 ,646  2 16 ,700  233,925
G ifts 7 51 .243  826,701 994 .0 0 0  1 ,039,093
R estricted G ifts 19,600
M inis. Form . Prog. 3 ,3 5 0  4 2 ,6 7 0  — 0—  — 0—
Student Aid (A ll) 3 6 ,493  5 6 ,8 8 6  78 ,800  101,631
O ther 2 0 ,0 5 6  22 ,552  12,000 16,830

T otal Ed , and G eneral $ 1 ,3 8 4 ,6 1 2  $ 1 ,5 3 5 ,0 1 2  $ 1 ,6 3 3 ,3 3 3  $ 1 ,719 ,263

A uxiliary
G eneral $ 5 5 ,367  $ 48,581 $ 4 3 ,8 0 0  $ 47 ,0 9 0
C ov. Script. S tudy M in 6 6 ,9 6 9  4 6 ,2 9 0  38 .5 0 0  67 .400

Total A uxiliary 122,336 94,871 82 ,3 0 0  114,490
Total R evenues $ 1 ,5 0 6 ,9 4 8  $ 1 ,6 2 9 ,8 8 3  $1 ,7 1 5 ,6 3 3  $ 1 ,833 ,753

E X PEN SE S 

E ducational and G eneral
T rustees $ 64.001 $ 84 ,707  $ 106.638 $ 63 ,700
President/Salary 4 2 ,300
President/B enefits 1,176
President/R etirem ent 4 .7 4 0

523 ,572  
1 19,740 
4 1 ,184

103,631 
304 ,129  

77 ,530  
30 ,626  

166,148 
230,818

A rchives (see p. 174)     305

Instruction 47 5 ,6 9 6 49 1 ,2 3 6 4 44 ,814
Library 122,907 100,716 110.141
Student D evelopm ent 53 ,277 7 5 ,410 6 6 ,736
Student M inistries 29 ,245 30 .599 — 0 —
M inis. Form . Prog. 1,717 3 4 ,309 3 ,5 0 0
Student Aid 39 ,655 6 1 ,626 80 .000
D evelopm ent 196,683 231 .093 286 ,635
A dm issions (R ecruiting) 12,624 3 2 .153 6 7 ,216
A udio Visual — 0 — — 0— — 0 —

B usiness O ffice 101,090 132,087 167,387
Plant O perations 144,140 170.438 2 16 ,800
S outheastern E xtension 25 ,533 — 0— — ()—

Total Ed. and G eneral $1 ,266,551 $1 ,4 4 4 ,3 7 4 $ 1 ,5 4 9 ,8 6 7 $ 1 ,709 ,595

T ransfer-R enew . and Debt 
A uxiliary

$ 15,696 $ 15,920 $ 24 ,466 $ 15.000

O perations 24 ,473 2 1 ,920 22 ,800 21,645
Services 11,780 7 ,718 8 ,000 — 0 —

C ov. Script. S tudy M in 117,977 93,101 104,000 76 ,000
Trans -R enew . and Debt 15,696 6 ,5 0 0 6 ,5 0 0 5 ,000

Total Auxiliary $ 169,926 $ 129,239 $ 141.300 $ 102.645

Res. for C ontingencies $ K).(HK) — 0— - 0 - 10.(XX)

Total Expenses $1 ,4 6 2 ,1 7 3 $1 ,5 8 9 ,5 3 3 $ 1 ,7 1 5 ,6 3 3 $1 ,8 3 7 ,2 4 4

Net R evenue/(E xpend.) $ 44 ,775 $ 4 0 ,3 5 0 $ 0 $ 0
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C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y  
N E W  B U D G E T  H IG H L IG H T S  

FY 86-87

I. Revenue
A. T uilion and Fees

1. A ssum es recru iting  sam e num ber o f new  students for next year, and therefore  reflects 
enrollm ent drop  from  131 to 111 students.

2. A verage tu ition increase is 5%  although a fulltim e student fee schedule will show  a slight 
decline.

3. Includes new  revenue o f $ 18 ,000  fo r even ing  school tuition.
B . Endow m ent reflects slight increase in Endow m ent availab le  for general operating  purposes assum 

ing new m oney ($300 ,000 ) will be raised.
C. G ifts and G rants - reflects total increase o f  $ 45 ,093  (4 .6% ) from  this y e a r 's  budget. W ith church 

m em bership  grow th . A skings will rem ain c lose  to this y e a r 's  $6.81 per com m unican t m em ber.
D. Student Aid:

1. G ood grow th in C T S/PC A  Scholarsh ip
2. Som e grow th  in general E ndow m ent for scho larsh ip  purposes.

E. O ther Incom e G row th  is an ticipated  interest incom e.
F. R estricted G ifts - new line tim e to reflect restricted  funds available fo r C hurch P lanting , C TS/PC A  

residual for general scholarsh ips, and T exas scholarsh ip  funds.
G. A uxiliary - H ousing:

1. R educed student housing available due to  closing  o f  annex , but rent is increased  13.3%
2. Increased Faculty  H ousing incom e due to  m ore stable o ccupancy , and m onthly  rent increase.

H. T im eless Insights:
1. Program  rem ains as this year th rough O ctober. T hen free subscrip tions w ill be greatly  

reduced and paid subscrip tions will be requested.
2. G ifts goal rem ains sam e except for $2 4 ,0 0 0  o f  know n gifts reduction  next year.

II. Expenditures
A. G eneral - budgets assum e 4%  available for salary increase. A dm inistra tion  will d istribute  increase 

to their ow n departm ents. FICA  cost w ent from  7 .05%  to 7 .15% . M edical is m ore accurately  
budgeted for a reduction . S ince w ith no program  change, excep t curren t s taff being  here a full
year (m any faculty  and som e staff w ere here for only a partial year th is year), there w as over a 
$96 ,000  base increase in salaries and benefits. Increm ents will not be given  this year.

B Instruction:
1. Increase due a lm ost exclusively  to all professors being  here full year next year.
2. G eneral expenses reduced.
3. $23 ,400  o f expenses covered  by new revenues.

C. Library:
1. Larger than average budget increase in Library purchases.
2. A ddition o f  com puter research  line item .

D. Student D evelopm ent:
1. R eduction in personnel cost due to one -ha lf o f  D r. S o ltau 's  tim e being properly  charged 

in Instruction and m ore o f V era ’s tim e being  shifted to A dm issions.
2. R eduction in general expenses.

E. M inisterial Form ation - elim inated  (elem ents o f this program  will be taken over by the new 
C hurch Planting Program ).

F. Student Aid - healthy increases in C T S/PC A  Scho larsh ip  program .
G . Developm ent:

1. M ajor increases in m ailing and prin ting  due to a three-per-year publication  going to  entire 
m ailing list.

2. D ecreases in travel, contract serv ices, a lum ni, supp lies, equ ipm ent, and reference m aterial.
H. Adm issions:

1. Personnel cost up due to full year salary changes o f  this y ear, plus larger share o f  V e ra 's  tim e.
2. Student labor cost added is covered  by new  revenue.
3. D ollar am ount o f o ther costs unchanged from  this year.

I. A udio V isual D epartm ent - new  departm ent designed to initiate a Sem inary  m inistry  to PCA 
C hurches through video and cassette  tapes.
Incorporates ex isting  student labor to continue on-cam pus audio  visual services.

J. B usiness O ffice with equipm ent purchase reduction  and no staff recru iting  expenses. O ther
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expenses are reduced fo r overall budget reduction  from  presen t year.
K. Physical Plant - all budget areas:

1. Salary up due to existing  personnel being  in p lace a full year ra ther than partial.
2. S tudent labor cost up in o rder to o ffer h igher w ages to student w orkers, and retain them  

longer. M oney w as draw n from  capital repa ir line item s (transfers) since we will be able 
to do  m ore w ork for less m oney w ith o u r ow n students ra ther than outside contractors.

3. O ther expenses are reduced from  this y e a r’s budget.
L. A uxiliaries:

1. S tudent H ousing , Faculty  H ousing , and Food Service b udgets are low er than current year.
2. T he service cen ter o r print shop is assum ed to be closed  at the end o f this fiscal year. This 

offers a net budget reduction  o f  $ 8 ,(XX).
3. T im eless Insights is budgeted  to shift m ore m oney to increased labor cost to o ffe r stable 

upkeep o f  records. M ailing  lists, new  nam es, and financial records will be kept routinely 
up to date. In N ovem ber free subscrip tions will be greatly  reduced and paid subscrip tions 
will be sought.

M C ontingency - a contingency  has been added  to help  handle unantic ipated  em ergencies, or
enrollm ent drop. T he am ount is very sm all for such a purpose.
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PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  
IN S U R A N C E , A N N U IT IE S A N D  R E L IE F  

B U D G E T  S U M M A R Y  W O R K  
FO R  T H E  Y E A R  1987

A C TU A L A P P R O V E D R E V ISE D P R O P O SE D
E X PE N SE S B U D G E T B U D G E T B U D G E T

D E SC R IP T IO N 1985 1986 1986 1987

D irector salary and b en efits1 $46 ,962 $49 ,780 $ 49 ,780 $52 ,766
O ther salaries and b enefits2 168,182 200 ,120 256 ,720 290 ,784

Total salaries and benefits $215 ,144 $249 ,900 $306 ,500 $343 ,550

Professional services:
A udit/accounting  fees 8,913 7 .200 8 ,500 9 .3 5 0
actuarial fees 3,792 8 ,800 8 .800 9 ,6 8 0
Legal fees 9 ,942 11,000 11,000 12,100

Total professional fees $22 ,647 $27 ,000 $28 ,300 $ 31 ,130

Supplies-office $6,673 $8 ,800 $8 ,800 $ 9 ,6 8 0
Telephone 7,372 12,100 12,100 13,310
O ccupancy costs 17,632 22 ,000 22 ,000 2 4 ,200
Travel and hotel 12,783 22 ,000 25 ,000 27 ,500
M eetings 15,103 18,700 18,700 2 0 ,570
C om puter 10,677 20 ,900 20 ,900 2 2 ,990
C onferences 819 1,300 1,300 1,430
Dues and S ubscrip tions3 1,335 0 0 0
Printing 7,921 9 ,9 0 0 9 ,900 10,890
Postage 7,008 8 ,300 8 ,300 9 ,130
Equipm ent and service contract 12,849 15,400 15,400 16,940
G eneral A ssem bly 3,080 5 ,000 5 ,000 5 ,500
Insurance-office 1,898 2 ,800 2,800 3,080
C ontingency 1,369 4 ,4 0 0 4 ,400 4 ,8 4 0
Property taxes 1,225 1,200 1.200 1,320
Training 1,253 1,900 1,900 2 ,090
M oving 1,035 0 0 0

Total o ther operating  expenses $110 ,032 $154 ,700 $157 ,700 $173 ,470

Total Budget $347,823 $431 ,600 $492 ,500 $ 5 48 ,150

1 The 1987 figure is a 6% increase over 1986. The D irector's salary and benefits will be finalized at the N ovem ber 
board m eeting.

'  Includes em p lo y er's  share o f FICA  for the D irector and Staff.
'  T he budget for dues and subscrip tions is included in supplies-office.
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B U D G E T  F IG U R E S FO R  1986-1987  
R ID G E  H A V E N , IN C .

A ctual E xpns A pproved Proposed
(est) B udget B udget

D escription F /Y 8 6 F /Y 8 6 F /Y 8 6

A dm in istra to r's  Salary 42 ,210 4 2 ,2 1 0 4 5 ,375
Program  C oord ina to r’s Salary 3 5 ,000 3 5 ,000 37 ,625
Superin tenden t’s Salary 17,350 17,350 15,000
Secretary Salary 8 ,800 8 ,800 10,400
Sum m er and P a rtT im e  W orkers 8 ,000 8 ,000 8 ,500
Equipm ent O perating  E xpense 12,923 12,000 13,000
Tools 750 1,000 1,000
U tilities 18,000 20 ,000 2 1 ,000
Property Taxes 2,833 2 ,800 4 ,5 0 0
B uilding & G rounds M aintenance 5 ,000 9 ,0 0 0 9 ,0 0 0
C asualty  Insurance 8 ,200 8 ,000 10,000
T elephone 2 ,850 4 ,2 0 0 3 ,500
Prom otional Expense 28 ,910 40 ,0 0 0 50 ,000
Travel 800 1,200 1,000
Board M eeting Expense 2 ,500 8 ,000 4 ,0 0 0
O ffice Expense f 4 ,2 0 0  

12,000
2 ,500 4 ,0 0 0

A udit &  A ccounting 8 ,000 15,000
M iscellaneous 1,500 1,000 1,000
M ortgage Paym ent (P rin  & Int) 37 ,952 37 ,952 35 ,503
Payroll Taxes 4 ,2 0 0 7 ,500 6 ,000

270 ,978 291 ,517 295,403
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S U M M A R Y  B U D G E T S  A N D  A S K IN G S

B U D G E T S  
F isca l 87

N A E
D ues

A S K IN G S  
F isca l 87

P e r
C a p ita

% o f
T o ta l

829 ,889 437 740 .122 4 .83 5.03%
1,150,613 605 1,125,591 7.35 7.65  %
2,121 ,315 1, 116 1 .959,302 12.79 13.31%
8,88 4 ,8 8 9 5,503 8 ,6 5 4 ,8 8 9 56 .48 58.81%
1,575,737 0 0 .0 0 0.00%

6,38 2 ,5 2 6 9 53 ,186 6 .22 6.48%
1,836.939 1,042,286 6.80 7 .08%

548 ,150 0 0 .0 0 0.00%
152,122 0 0 .0 0 0.00%
133,804 0 0 .0 0 0 .00%
295,403 240,885 1.57 1.64%

$23,911 ,387 $7,661 $14,716,261 $96.04 100.00%

Perm anent
COA
C E/P
M NA
M TW
SIM A

Agency
C ovenant C ollege 
C ovenant Sem inary 
IAR
Investo r's  Fund 
PCA  Foundation 
R idge Haven 

TO T A LS

Per C apita

O ther notes

the A SK IN G S are com puted  using the A SK IN G S Fiscal 87 colum n div ided  by the total 
m em bership  o f the PCA (153 ,227).

Total spending increase over the Fiscal 86 budget 
Total A SK IN G S increase by Per C apita

9 .07%  
1.78%

N ote I : T he additions m ade by the archival assessm ent, see page 174, R ecom m endation  61 , are not included 
in the askings com putation .

N ote 2: Audit reports for all o f  the C om m ittees and A gencies are availab le  on request from  the Stated 
C le rk 's  O ffice.
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APPENDIX D
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

D uring this past year the C hristian E ducation  and Publications C om m ittee  adopted  a th ree-year S trategic 
Faith Plan. T his plan seeks to flesh out a precise statem ent that “C E /P  ex ists  to help  in every  facet o f  the 
ch u rch ’s life and grow th  that has to do  w ith m aking d iscip les, w hich is C hristian  nurture, w hich has to do 
w ith teaching  the tru th , and the transform ing o f re la tionships through Jesus C h ris t."

C E /P  is a co -partner seeking  to w ork hand in hand with local chu rches, p resby teries, and G eneral 
A ssem bly com m ittees and agencies to d iscip le  and train  leaders, teachers, and parents in their roles o f  m inistry .

C onsider briefly the areas o f m inistry  w here C E P  is m aking a m ajor thrust and im pact th roughout the PCA.

I. T R A IN IN G  SE M IN A R S A N D  C O N F E R E N C E S
The grow th and developm ent o f  the church  depends upon a trained leadership  in turn tra in ing  and 

d iscip ling  the people o f G od to carry out the w ork o f m inistry . L eaders th roughout the PCA  are vitally 
interested in and requesting  help in receiv ing  con tinuous train ing  in their areas o f responsib ility . The 
C om m ittee on C hristian Education  has developed  p rogram s to assist o fficers , teachers, and o ther o rgan iza
tional leaders in the church  to develop  and sharpen their skills in leadership.

O ver the past year the C E P  staff has traveled  from  coast to coast and border to border conducting  som e 
49 sem inars reaching approxim ately  1.500 people in the PCA.

Som e o f  the areas o f  study include strategic faith p lanning, team  bu ild ing , learning to teach , com m uni
cation , conflic t reso lu tions, spiritual g ifts, cu rricu lum , and stronger relationships.

In o rder to m axim ize tim e and m inistry  C E /P  has p roduced several video  p rogram s fo r church  use. O ne 
series is R ev. C harles D unahoo , C oord ina to r o f  C E P ,  conducting  the “ S trategic Faith P lanning S em inar."  
A second series is R ev. T . M. M oore, PCA m inister, speaking o f  “ L earning T o  T each ."  A th ird  series is 
Dr M orton H. Sm ith , S tated C lerk  o f  the PC A , lecturing on "PC A  D is tinc tives." The fourth and most 
recent series is Dr. M orton  H. Sm ith lecturing  on  the "W estm inste r S tan d ard s ."

It w as also  approved in the Strategic Plan that C E /P  tra in , and certify  key indiv iduals reg ionally  located 
throughout the church to assist in train ing  responsib ilities. T his w ill also  increase and expand  the m inistry  
o f  C E P  th roughout the PCA.

D uring the past year there have been several regional o r presbytery-w ide train ing  conferences with 
m ulti-staff personnel including m em bers o f G reat C om m ission  Publications staff and Pioneer C lubs. O ne 
held in south Florida in the fall w as w ell attended w ith 232 people representing  24 churches. A nother was 
held in C onnecticu t during  M ay but figures are unavailab le  at the w riting o f  this report.

O ther m ajor conferences held th roughout the year w ere a M usic C onference in A pril held at Trinity  
Presbyterian C hurch in M ontgom ery , A labam a, and a Partners in M inistry  C onference for pastors and wives 
held at R idge H aven in M ay. A nother Partners in M inistry  C onference is scheduled  fo r O ctober in the 
Pocono M ountains o f  Pennsylvania. These conferences are specialized  seeking  to sharpen sk ills and encourage 
creativ ity  in m inistry.

The C E /P  C om m ittee would encourage the churches th roughout the A ssem bly  to  utilize the opportunity  
to a ttend such sem inars and conferences w hen held in your area. B etter yet, why not host one.

II. C U R R IC U L U M  A N D  B IB L E  ST U D Y  M A T E R IA L S
The C om m ittee continues to w ork w ith G reat C om m ission  Publications in the p roduction  and revision 

o f Sunday School curricu lum . It has been m ost encourag ing  to see the positive response from  churches 
using the new ly revised prim ary  m aterials that w ere released last Septem ber. O ne recent letter said in part:
"I have noth ing but praises for all the ch an g e s  Thank you for all your hard w ork and for using your
creativ ity  to  m ake the lessons com e a live!”

T he financial support for this m inistry  now  com es 85*% from sales and 15% from  denom inational 
contributions.

The PCA  expresses its thanks to the O PC  for their patience and understanding  w ith the PCA  in their 
lack o f  subsidy support. W e are an tic ipating  a reversal in this trend.

The A dult D iscip leship  S tudies is a series o f  adult e lectives for use in Sunday School o r o ther study 
groups. There are now  thirteen  studies in the series. T he new est is a study on the w isdom  literature o f  the 
O ld  Testam ent entitled "W ise and O therw ise" w ritten by Dr. Jack B. Scott. Scheduled  for release la ter this 
year are "L iving in C h ris t 's  C hurch" by D r. E dm und P. C low ney; a study on doctrine  by D r. M orton H 
Sm ith , and a study on parables by Dr. Scott.

C E /P  continues to oversee the w riting and prin ting  o f  the W IC yearly B ible s tudy. Due to be released 
at G eneral A ssem bly is the 1987 study w ritten by M rs. G ordon (Jean) Shaw  and prin ted  by Z ondervan.
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The study is on “ F riendsh ip ."
It is v itally  im portant to the future o f the PCA that we continue to produce good curriculum  m aterials 

that proclaim  and undergird  the m essage that is preached from  our pulp its. C E /P  along w ith G C P  is com m itted  
to such a plan.

O ther studies that are in the developm ent stages are a reprint o f  articles on the W estm inster C onfession  
o f  Faith  by C harles D unahoo, C oordinator o f  C E/P ; a tw o-year leadership  train ing  course a lso  by M r. 
D unahoo, and a Study on B C O  by Dr. D onald J. M acN air.

III. C O M M U N IC A T IO N S A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S
The PCA  M essenger continues to be published  e leven tim es a year and m ailed to all w ho  w ish to receive 

it subscrip tion  free. B eing the denom inational new s m agazine it reports the actions and activ ities o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly ’s com m ittees and agencies. O ver the past year it has expanded  its coverage to include 
som e forum  type articles debating  certain  issues facing the PC A .

The C om m ittee has sought to keep the M essenger subscrip tion  free , but w ith escala ting  costs in prin ting  
and postage the M essenger is the largest expense item  in the C E /P  budget. T his past year the C om m ittee  
had to appeal fo r support from  those receiv ing  the M essenger. A hard  look is being  given  to the issue o f 
subscription by the C om m ittee  in the future. T he G eneral A ssem bly ’s A d Hoc C om m ittee  on  C om m unica
tions, as it looks at an overall PCA com m unication  stra tegy, is also  studying the ro le o f  the M essenger in 
the PCA.

O ther publications produced by the C E /P  C om m ittee  are m ainly  d istribu ted  on a quarterly  schedule. 
“Follow  M e” is one such publication that is produced for Sunday School officers and teachers. It is grow ing 
in popularity  as som e 14,500 copies are being prin ted  and d istribu ted  each  quarte r. A ll local churches are 
encouraged to forw ard to the C E /P  office  any nam es and addresses o f indiv iduals that should be receiv ing  
this publication .

"E ffective  C hurch  L eadership” is another specia lized  publication  that is p roduced fo r pastors and church 
officers. It shares practical ideas and suggestions dealing  w ith church  organization  and leadership . T his too 
has been well received by pastors and officers th roughout the church .

T he C om m ittee continues to coordinate the W IC  program  and the T heological C ertification  C om m ittee  
on Internship.

T he 1985 W IC  Love G ift to  the PCA  A rchives to taled $55 ,550 .
T he C E /P  C om m ittee also sent a representative to the S ep tem ber 1985 m eeting  in C inc innati, O h io  on 

Pornography and O bscen ity , as directed by the 13th G eneral A ssem bly . (A b ib liography is a lso  being 
prepared  on this subject by C E/P).

T he C E /P  C om m ittee is prim arily  a service oriented  m inistry  in the PCA. T he p rayers and support o f 
churches th roughout the G eneral A ssem bly are a real encouragem ent. T here  are areas o f  m inistry  that C E/P  
needs to expand such as youth m in istry , C hristian  day schoo ls , sen io r c itizens, and cross cultural churches 
in N orth A m erica. T o  m eet these and o ther needs w ithin the PCA  will take g rea ter support by PC A  churches. 
O ur desire is to strengthen the partnership  w ith you the local church  in carry ing  out the G reat C om m ission  
” . . . to  teach  them  to do  all that I have co m m an d ed ... ”

The fo llow ing recom endations will be div ided  into tw o parts. Part one will be the general section  and 
part tw o will be the Ad H oc C om m unications C om m ittee  report.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. That the m inutes for C E /P  for June 1985, Sep tem ber 1985, D ecem ber 1985 and February 1986 be 

approved.
2. That the proposed 1986-87 B udget, as p resented  by C O A , be approved.
3. That the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  encourage the local churches to support C E /P  in m eeting  its 

approved budget in o rder that present program s m ight not be interrupted.
4. That the C oord inato r and h is s taff be thanked fo r their d iligent and effective  w ork in the area  o f 

C hristian E ducation and Publications.
5. That the R ev. C harles H. D unahoo be reelected  C oord ina to r for C E /P  for the next year.
6. That the G eneral A ssem bly  jo in  together in expressing  gratitude to the W IC  for the ir generous support 

o f  the 1985 C O A  (A rchives) Love G ift. A total o f  $55,321 w as contributed .
7. That the A ssem bly  approve the 1987 W IC  Love G ift d irected  to C E /P  and that it be used for the 

expansion  o f  the W IC  m inistry  in the PCA.
8. That the A ssem bly approve the W IC  “R esources for W om en In the C hurch" (d istributed  last sum m er) 

as a replacem ent o f the "o ld ” W IC  C onstitu tion  and that local sessions and W IC ’s be encouraged  to 
utilize its ideas.

9. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  thank C E /P 's  W o m en 's  A dvisory  Sub-C om m ittee  and staff fo r the ir part 
in p lann ing  the program  for the w om en at this T h irteen th  A ssem bly.
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10. That the A ssem bly recom m end that local churches continue to encourage their m em bers to receive 
and read the PC A  M essenger and that p rayers  and financial support fo r its m inistry  be increased  in 
o rder to insure a m axim um  readership ; that the ed ito r and all w ho w ork w ith him  be com m ended  for 
their w ork o f expanding the M essenger in form at and content.

11. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  through its stated clerk express its appreciation  to  the staff o f G reat 
C om m ission  Publications for their effective  and effic ien t developm ent o f  Sunday School curriculum  
and that the A ssem bly  notice the increase o f  sales support fo r that m inistry .

12. That in light o f several p revious overtures from  presbyteries regarding  the denom inational hym nal, 
that the A ssem bly encourage local churches to  designate  funds to C E /P  to  assis t in the T rin ity  H ym nal 
revision.

13. That the A ssem bly take this opportunity  to express encouragem ent in the developm ent o f  C E /P 's  
a lternative train ing  p rogram s via v ideo  and urge local churches to  take advantage o f  their availab ility  
from  the C E /P  office.

14. That the G eneral A ssem bly  take the address o f  Dr. C . Everett K oop on obscen ity  and pornography 
as partial fulfillm ent o f C E /P ’s assignm ent, and that local leaders continue to  rem ind their m em bers 
o f  the P C A ’s concerns in this area.

15. T hat the A ssem bly through the offices o f the S tated  C lerk  and C E /P  urge local sessions and p resbyteries 
to utilize the continuing education  and tra in ing  p rogram s offered  by C E /P  as an attem pt to m inister 
to needs o f  pastors and w ives.

16. T hat the A ssem bly  continue to o ffer the serv ices o f C E /P  to presbyteries in their ro le o f encourag ing , 
equipping and m inistering  to their pasto rs, w ives and o ther leaders.

17. That in light o f  the positive response to  the regional m usic conference jo in tly  sponsored  by C E /P  and 
G C P  that local churches and p resbyteries be urged to  schedule this unique tra in ing  p rogram  in the ir areas.

18. That the G eneral A ssem bly  urge local churches to  use the C h ild ren ’s M ission Packet (ages 4-12) 
produced jo in tly  by C E /P , M TW  and M NA .

19. That the G eneral A ssem bly  urge C E /P  as it develops its cross cultural tra in ing  and curricu lum  program s 
that C E /P  w ork closely  w ith M N A ’s Special M inistries personnel in coord inating  a strategic plan and 
m aking itse lf availab le  to the M N A  staff for im plem entation .

20. That the Stated C lerk  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  notify  the R eview  and C ontro l C om m ittee  o f  the 14th 
G eneral A ssem bly  o f the fo llow ing resolu tion: W hereas som e presbyteries (particu larly  but not exclu 
sively P h iladelphia , M issouri. M ississippi V alley and Pacific  presbyteries) have a large num ber o f 
cand idates for the m inistry  w ho need experience and internship ; and . W hereas these  presbyteries have 
not yet been able to develop  sufficient opportun ities for internship  fo r all these m en; T herefo re , the 
C hristian  Education  and Publications C om m ittee , on beh alf o f  the A ssem bly ’s C ertification  C om m ittee , 
petitions the R eview  and C ontro l C om m ittee  to exercise  som e leniency fo r the ensu ing  three years in 
the m atter o f fu lfilling the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  requirem ents for in ternship.

21. That the paper “ D efining the State o f  the P C . A . In ternships in 1986" be d istributed  at the end  o f this 
report.

A T T A C H M E N T  A 
AD  H O C  C O M M U N IC A T IO N S  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T :

The Ad Hoc C om m ittee on  C om m unications has m et several tim es since the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly . 
It has defined its ro le according to the charge given it w hen it w as estab lished , appointed  sub-com m ittees 
to focus on several key areas o f m edia , and begun gathering  inform ation  and the developm ent o f  com prehen 
sive reports w ith recom m endations that shall be presen ted  to the F ifteenth G eneral A ssem bly , the Lord w illing. 
P h ilo so p h y  S ta te m e n t:

B ecause we believe that G od has eternally  com m unicated  through  H is Son Jesus C hrist and H is W ord 
and calls H is people to com m unicate  w ith one ano ther and to the w orld , we com m unicate.

C om m unications o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , including the w hole spectrum  o f  prin t and 
e lectronic m edia —  publications, direct m ail, rad io , te lev ision , etc. —  should  effectively  express the 
G od-given  purpose and m inistries o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica . C om m unications should forthrightly  
uphold the truth o f  G o d ’s W ord to ou r cu ltu re , accurate ly  reflect the doctrinal position  o f  the denom ination , 
and com m unicate  to internal and external publics w hat G od is doing in and through the Presbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica and all o f its entities. C om m unications should encourage understanding  o f  and confidence in 
the denom ination , encourage com m itm ent to its goals and m inistries, and prom ote denom inational unity .

The com m unications o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica should be estab lished , m aintained  and 
d iscontinued on the basis o f need: their quality , effec tiveness, and conform ity  to the d en o m in a tio n 's  
philosophy o f  com m unications should  be evaluated  regularly  fo r long-term  im provem ent. All that is said 
and done in the nam e o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica should seek to reflect the highest ecclesiastical
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and journalis tic  standards.
D enom inational com m unications are not the w hole w ork o f  the church , nor w ill they reflect com plete 

agreem ent on all issues. Expressions o f editorial op in ion are right and w holesom e.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. The G eneral A ssem bly approve the above Statem ent o f  Philosophy for C om m unications in princip le,

to be used by this A d Hoc C om m ittee as a guideline until it com pletes its assignm ent;
2. The G eneral A ssem bly  receive a progress report o f  this C o m m ittee 's  activ ities, and con tinue the Ad

H oc C om m ittee on C om m unications for at least one m ore year;
3. The G eneral A ssem bly appoint the ed ito r o f the M essenger  as the N ew s O fficer o f  the Presbyterian

C hurch  in A m erica and allocate appropriate funds fo r his activ ities.

A T T A C H M E N T  B

A D D R ESS O N  PO R N O G R A P H Y  T O  T H E  14TH G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  
O F T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

D R . C . E V E R E T T  K O O P  
T EN T H  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  

JU N E  6 , 1986

I am  not here as your Surgeon G eneral. I am  on station leave and speak to you as a P resbyterian  laym an, 
but not in biblical o r theological term s but ra ther as one concerned about the p u b lic 's  health .

In June o f  1984 President R eagan at a cerem ony in the R ose G arden asked the A ttorney G eneral to 
appoint a com m ission  on pornography. The P res id en t's  concern  stem m ed from  studies indicating  the w ide 
spread prostitu tion  o f children in this coun try , an ever increasing num ber o f reports o f  ch ild  abuse including 
child  sexual abuse, and the large num bers o f runaw ay and m issing children .

O n M ay 29, 1983, A ttorney G eneral Edw in M eese III announced the nam es o f  the m em bers o f  the 
com m ission  on pornography and indicated they w ould study the d im ensions and affects o f  pornography and 
recom m end m easures if appropria te , to control its p roduction  and distribution .

The last tim e that obscenity  and pornography w ere in the hands o f  a com m ission  in this country  was 
in 1969 and 1970 with a report sent to the President and the C ongress in Sep tem ber o f  1970.

At that tim e, researchers in the behavioral sciences had barely  scratched the surface o f  pornography. 
H ence, the 1970 report w as based upon a very lim ited universe o f  scientific  literature and experience. As 
a result, the com m ission  concluded there was “no evidence that exposure  to o r use o f  explic it sexual m aterials 
plays a significant role in the causation  o f  social and individual harm s, such as c rim e, de linquency , sexual 
o r nonsexual dev iancy . o r severe em otional d istrubance."

As you may recall President N ixon refused to accept the report and only six m em bers o f  the senate 
voted to accept the report.

H ow ever, even  though not officially  accepted by the President o r  the C ongress it has been the only 
docum ent on pornography carry ing  any legal w eight over the last 16 years.

But those 16 years have gone and now we know  quite  a bit m ore about pornography and its potential 
effects upon health . And during those in tervening  years society has a lso  becom e m uch m ore concerned 
about the way pornography invades our public and ou r private lives.

The hucksters o f  pornography have invaded cable te lev ision , the popular m usic w orld , telephone com 
m unications. and the w hole new  field o f  hom e video players. To the pom ographers, these technologies 
o ffer new  opportunities to expand the dissem ination  o f  sleaze and trash. But to us they are com plex challenges 
in the p u b lic 's  fight for decency.

A fierce debate has raged in this country  ever since 1970 and tw o separate com m ittees, the W illiam s 
com m ittee and the Fraser com m ittee tried to fill a vacuum . Yet apart from  their concern  fo r protecting 
children from  abuse in pornography, the W illiam s and F raser com m ittees really gave little attention  to the 
circum stances in w hich sexually  explicit m aterial w as produced and particu larly  its affect upon those who 
are involved in its production .

At the tim e o f  the appoin tm ent o f  the A ttorney G e n era l's  com m ission  in M ay o f  1985. A ttorney G eneral 
M eese had this to say:

“ R eexam ination o f the issue o f pornography is long overdue. Its im pact upon society w as last assessed  fully 
15 years ago. Since then , the content o f  pornography has radically  changed , with m ore and m ore em phasis 
upon extrem e v iolence. M oreover, no longer m ust one go out o f the way to find pornographic  m aterials. 
W ith the advent o f C able  T .V . and video recorders, pornography now  is availab le  at hom e to anyone —  
regardless o f  age —  at the m ere touch o f  a button
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“ It is abundantly  c lear that w ith pornography w e are not dealing  w ith  one passing  incident —  one m agazine, 
o r one p lay , o r one film . W e are dealing  w ith  a general tendency that is pervading  ou r entire  culture 
including the culture know n to ou r very young  children .

"T he form ation o f  this com m ission  reflects the concern  a healthy society m ust have regarding the w ays in 
w hich its people publically  entertain  them selves. T he com m ission  is an affirm ation  o f  the proposition  that 
the purpose o f  a dem ocracy  involves not sim ply the functioning  o f  its political system  but a lso  achievem ent 
o f  the good life and the good so c ie ty .”

T he com m ission 's  life o f I year w ill expire on July 7 , w hen their report will be released.
1 know  m any o f you have been reading critic ism s o f  that report although it is unreleased . T he reason 

for that is that the A m erican C ivil L iberties U nion under the Freedom  o f Inform ation  A ct sued the com m ission  
and w ere able to get all cop ies o f all o f  their d raft papers that they put together during  the w orking  sessions. 
E ighty per cent o f w hat you have read in critic ism  is based on drafts statem ents and not upon the final 
report, w hich the chairperson , H enry H udson , assures me is drastically  changed from  the d raft. Is it m ore 
liberal? Is it m ore conservative? I cannot answ er that question  because I have not seen the final report.

H aving said that, I c a n 't  predict the future and so in a sense I w ould know  a lot m ore if I w ere talk ing  
to you after July 7.

The phenom enon o f pornography, is a m ean pursuit that deadens the hum an sp irit.. .it m ocks the hum an heart 
. ..an d  it defiles the hum an form .

U nhappily , w hen it is em braced  by som e peop le , pornography can do  perm anent dam age, preventing  
its victim s from  ever again being able to experience true hum an love, tenderness, and c o m p ass io n .. separating  
them  som etim es forever from  the jo y s  and com fort o f  a safe and healthy ch ild h o o d ...an d  deny ing  them  the 
grasp  o f  a clean  hand in friendship.

For those o f  us in the fields o f  m edicine and public health , pornography presents a special k ind o f 
prob lem , because pornography a ttacks at once the m oral and the em otional health  o f  the A m erican  people.

But those o f  us w ho labor in the v ineyards o f  public health  feel a great frustration , since pornography 
will not yield to the pow er o f  som ething like a vaccine. W e d o n ’t have such a vaccine, nor is there a  "m agic  
bulle t” . ..  o r a particu larly  good c a p s u le ...o r  a sim ple pill that can pro tect a m an, w om an, o r ch ild  from  
the corrupting  influence o f  the pom ographer.

The only  way we can repel this b light upon ou r com m unities is to bring  together all o f  ou r relevant 
resources. And I m ean those resources in public education , in c ivil and crim inal law , in m ental and physical 
health , and in spiritual and political leadership . And that is precisely  w hat is happening  all across A m erica. 
D ecent people everyw here  are com m itted  to  w aging a long, hard fight against pornography.

But it’s a good fight. And I believe —  as I know  you , also  believe —  that th is is a fight that decent 
people are going  to w in.

1 believe that society has enough ev idence to im plicate pornography as a con tribu ting  factor to certain 
d isorders o f hum an health , as a kind o f  “accessory" if  you will to certa in  anti-social actions that produce 
profoundly  harm ful ou tcom es. For ex am p le ...

M en w ho see o r read sexua lly  v io lent m a teria l over a period o f tim e tend to have a h igher degree o f 
to lerance for sexual v iolence and acts o f  sexual degradation . A nd we suspect that fo r m en w ho are even 
slightly  predisposed  to such behavior, this m aterial m ay push them  from  the unreal w orld o f  fan tasy  over 
into the real w orld o f  overt action.

A second area involves both the use o f  ch ild ren  as subjects in pornography and the use o f such ch ild  
pornography  to arouse children  and adults to  engage in illicit and often vio lent sexual activ ity . L ately , 
w e’ve been learning ju s t how  devasta ting  the long-term  effects o f this k ind o f  pornography can be upon 
the physical and m ental health  o f  the vic tim ized  children

W e also are d iscovering  that m any children  exp lo ited  by the pom ographer soon becom e victim s o f  the 
even m ore frightening w orld o f ch ild  prostitu tion . And there is g row ing ev idence that ch ild  pornography 
stim ulates som e adults into sexually  abusing  defenseless ch ildren . T h a t's  w hy I call ch ild  pornography an 
"accessory" to the crim e o f child  abuse.

Last Sunday even ing , in C rystal C ity . V irg in ia, I convened a Surgeon G en era l’s w orkshop  on pornography 
and public health at the request o f  the A ttorney G eneral. The issue o f pornography in A m erican life has 
been a professional and personal concern  o f  m ine for m any years. Pornography w as to have been one section 
o f  W hatever H appened  to the H um an R ace  w hich I did with Francis Schaeffer —  But we dropped it in 
order to focus m ore atten tion  on the three issues dealing  w ith life, nam ely abortion , infantic ide , and euthanasia .

A lm ost a year ago to this day w hen I appeared  before the A ttorney G en era l's  com m ission  I offered  to 
provide them  w ith inform ation , that w as so lidly based on scientific  ev idence , on the health effects o f  
pornography , especially  as it affects ch ildren  and ado lescen ts. I a lso  offered  to show  those areas w here the 
evidence w as not com plete but w here experience and intuition indicate a health  effect from  pornography.

Now that is a d ifficult task because it is uneth ical to do  studies in reference to  pornography p rospectively
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on children . Lacking so-called  scientific  ev idence, the scientific  com m unity  —  w hich tends anyw ay to 
m inim ize the effects o f  pornography —  are never satisfied  w ith the results o f  any type o f  research.

T he traditional research  paradigm  w as developed in the n ineteenth  century from  an a ttem pt to subject 
hum an behav ior to em piric scientific  m ethodology, m uch as one w ould  test chem ical substances. This m odel 
conveniently  coincides w ith John Stew art M ill’s exclusion  o f  purely  m oral considerations, since a physical 
scientist obviously  can  study overt behavior, but cannot study en tities so nebulous as m oral valuation , 
consc ience, o r spiritual sensitiv ity . T he physical science m odel has thus con tribu ted  to the very narrow  
focus o f research  itself and o f political debate. Until recently , research  has been substantia lly  restric ted  to 
the narrow , overt behaviors o f physically  aggressive indiv iduals o r those w ho had sexual dysfunction . 
Influence o f  hum an science has encouraged study o f attitudinal changes tow ard  victim s o f  aggression , but 
it is only in the last tw o years that there have been  even a few  isolated studies treating  the effects o f  
pornography on attitudes o f  users tow ard m arital fidelity , tow ard  the desire for ch ild ren , o r desire for 
m arriage at all.

Initially , som e psychologists did m ake efforts at in trospective research , but the physical science model 
has been virtually  the only  m odel for m ost o f  the tw entieth  cen tu ry , has restricted  data  to hard , observable  
responses. And I have said that you ju s t cannot do that eth ically  in ch ild ren . T he causal m ilieu o f  sex 
o ffenses includes fam ily influence, id iosyncratic tendencies, educational and social in fluences, and peer 
influence, and I suppose thousands o f  o ther form ative even ts w hich are v irtually  im possible to rigidly isolate 
and quantify  in any kind o f causal relationship . Social scientists therefore  frequently  state that results are 
inconclusive and that further research m ay yield m ore conclusive results ju s t as d id  research , for exam ple, 
on sm oking as a cause o f  cancer. But the com parison  o f the com plex ities  o f hum an behav ior to the pathology 
o f lung tissue is too sim plistic , and the assum ption  that hum an beings are subject to rig id  contro l like lung 
tissue is even m ore strained. T raditional research  certa in ly  has a p lace, but it is questionab le  w hether it will 
ever reach a satisfactory  consensus regarding  causality  o f  pornography in the m inds o f  those w ho  are 
dedicated  to the scientific m odel.

I believe the anecdotal ev idence o f  law enforcem ent agencies, o f health  o fficers , o f  ch ild  psychiatrists 
and child  psychologists is overw helm ing and so I acceded to the A ttorney G en era l's  request and proceeded 
with that w orkshop.

O ver the past several m onths since it was announced that I w ould do th is. I 'v e  been roundly  critic ized  
by liberals who w arn o f the threat to ou r civil liberties posed by the w orkshop. O n the o ther hand , I have 
been taken to task by conservatives w ho w arn o f  the threat to the n a tio n 's  m oral fiber posed by the w orkshop.

Both groups urged me to call the w hole thing off.
I had the distinction  o f  being  attacked from  both sides o f  the W ashington P ost  in the sam e day so I 

thought I must be right in the m iddle.
But 1 have to tell you that I think that both groups are w rong.
So I did hear the com plain t o f the liberals, but I rejected  it.
S im ilarly , I w as w arned by the conservatives that the w orkshop w ould  be ju s t ano ther forum  for those 

people w ho want to destroy every vestige o f m orality  in ou r society. But all o f us w ere deeply concerned 
about any harm ful effects pornography m ay have upon certa in  vulnerable g roups in our socie ty , especially  
children and adolescents. H ence, in those term s, I th ink ou r d iscussions w ere p rofoundly  m oral.

So I heard the com plain t o f the conservatives, but I re jected  theirs also.
It w as the liberals how ever who picketed the m eeting place last w eek and now  you will be happy to

know  that I am  called a sexorcist, w hatever that is.
I have steadfastedly believed that, in the general d iscussion  o f pornography thus far, A m ericans have 

paid scant attention to the im portant effects that pornography m ay have upon the physical and m ental health 
o f ou r c itizens, especially  upon our children.

T h a t's  the fundam ental issue we confronted  in the few days o f  the w orkshop.
And I asked that group o f investigators the follow ing three key questions:

F irst, w hat do we know  w ith som e degree o f certain ty  about the e ffects  o f  pornography upon the physical and 
mental health  o f our peop le , especially  young children  and adolescents?

Second, what kind o f things do  we still need  to know ... in other w ords, what is our research agenda for the future? 
And finally , as p rofessionals in public health  and m edicine, w hat d o  we think ought to be done next, e ithe r by 

ou r co lleagues in research and clinical practice o r by ou r governm ent?
Now we gave good , thoughtful answ ers to these three questions, and I believe the public interest w as 

served in a tim ely and a vital m anner.
M y report will go to the A ttorney G eneral on A ugust I . A lthough it m ay be supp lem entary  o r com plem en

tary to the A ttorney G eneral com m ission ’s report to be re leased  July 7 , it w ill not be part o f it.
T he pornographer, with his hateful m essage o f hum an degradation , v io lence, and subord ination , w ould 

deny o u r history  and destroy the cohesion  w e feel as m em bers o f ou r ow n and o f the w hole hum an fam ily
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T hese are the concerns that I believe should  galvan ize  you into unity and bring  you into the fe llow ship 
o f  those o f like mind.

And therefore , I call upon you to renew  your p ledge o f vig ilance and action on  beh alf o f  concerned 
people everyw here.

I call on you to use every  possib le  a lly  in this e ffo rt...p u b lic  education  and public h e a lth .. .o u r  courts 
o f  la w .. .our co lleagues in public sa fe ty .. and the leadership  o f  ou r political and  yes, ou r re lig ious institu tions.

I call on you to re-affirm  your b e lie f in an A m erican  society  based  upon equ ity , co m p assio n , and d e c en c y .
But rem em ber you are not only to point the accusing  finger at the pom ographer but also  to ex tend  the 

hand o f support to  ou r prim ary  hum an in s titu tio n .. .the fam ily.
Let me c lose  now  w ith a som ber rem inder to everyone that, w hile we may feel com m itted  to this great w ork 

. ..w e , too , are only  hum an. And being hum an m eans that w e, a lso, can suffer the torm ents o f hum an condition .
W e have to be ever w atchful. . .o f ou r ow n behav ior as well as the behav ior o f  o thers.
And this is a stem  lesson, taugh t th roughout the ages by great m en and w om en o f every  cu ltu re . But 

let m e leave w ith you these few  w ords on the subject by a w riter w ho knew  evil first-hand before  he left 
his native R ussia to live am ongst us in these U nited  States.

In this ex traord inary  book . The G ulag A rch ipe lago , A leksandr S olzhenitsyn described  life in the Soviet 
concentration  cam ps, and at one po in t, he w rote this:

“ If  only it w ere all so sim ple! If only there  w ere evil people  som ew here insid iously  com m itting  evil deeds, 
and it w ere necessary  on ly  to separate them  from  the rest o f  us and destroy them . B u t,” says So lzhen itsyn . 
“T he line d iv id ing  good and evil cuts through the heart o f  every  hum an being. And w ho  is w illing  to destroy 
a piece o f his ow n heart?”

W ho indeed?
And this is the ever-p resen t challenge to  each  o f us.
Thank you.
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APPENDIX E

REPORT OF COVENANT COLLEGE TO THE 
FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
1986

I. IN T R O D U C TIO N

C ovenan t C ollege has com pleted  th irty-one years o f  service in the kingdom  o f  ou r L ord. W e look 
back and are am azed by the L ord’s abundant p rovision  fo r ou r needs. T rem endous p rogress has been 
m ade in three decades. W e look ahead and are challenged  by the opportunity  to  develop  the finest 
possible college for the education  o f  com ing generations and fo r the glory o f ou r S av io r and K ing.

II. O U R G R A D U A T E S A N D  T H E IR  M AJO R  FIELD S
O ne hundred  and th irty  students w ere in the graduating  class o f  1986. T he table below  show s the 
d istribution  o f  m ajors am ong students for the last three years.

B ach elor o f  Arts
*1984 **1985 ***1986

A ccounting 3 3 0
B iblical S tudies and M issions 9 10 11
Biology 4 4 4
B usiness A dm inistration 9 4 11
C hem istry 2 2 2
Dual D egree: E ngineering 2 2 2
Econom ics 0 2 1
Elem entary Education 10 18 13
English 2 10 8
History 9 5 4
Inform ation & C om puter Science 0 5 5
Interdisciplinary Studies 5 8 2
M usic 1 2 1
O rganizational B ehavior 0 0 41
Philosophy 1 2 0
Physical Education 8 7 6
Psychology 4 7 3
R ecreation  Education 3 3 3
Sociology

B ac h e lo ro f M usic
6 9 8

A pplied M usic 1 2 0
M usic Education 0 1 1

A ssociate o f  Arts 12 10 6

* 6 graduates have double m ajors
** 6 graduates have double m ajors

*** 2 graduates have double m ajors.

III. EN R O L L M E N T
The enrollm ent for the 1985 fall sem ester w as 573. W e believe that we will find ou r student body 
g row ing as ou r churches becom e m ore aw are o f  w hat C ovenant C ollege has to offer.
The five states w ith the highest enrollm ents in 1985-86 w ere T ennessee. G eorg ia , F lorida , M aryland, 
and South C arolina . O ur students cam e from  38 states and 14 coun tries. S tudents in on-cam pus 
program s w ere affiliated w ith several denom inations:

Fall Fall Fall
1983 1984 1985

Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica 52 .1% 54.2% 52.7%
O rthodox P resbyterian C hurch 9.1 8.2 8.7
Presbyterian C hurch  U .S .A . 3 .9 3.3 2.1
O ther P resbyterian and R eform ed 5.7 5 .2 5 .6
B aptist 11.0 9.3 11.3
Independent and O thers 18.2 19.8 19.6
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IV. SE N IO R  IN T E G R A T IO N  PR O JE C TS
In o rder to com plete  graduation  requ irem ents at the co llege, each  sen io r m ust w rite  a thesis w ithin 
the field o f  h is/her m ajor, expressing  a C hristian  view  o f  the subject involved. T he fo llow ing are 
representative  titles o f  projects pursued by students o f  the class o f  1986:

O ld T estam ent D irectives and M odem  H ealth  C are 
Basic Y outh C onflic ts  and the R eform ed Faith
M ainstream ing Learning  D isabled C hildren  into the R egular C lassroom  
M otivation
Self-E steem  o f the G ifted: A T each er’s R esponsib ility  
The B est K ept Secret: C hild  Sexual A buse 
A C ollection  o f Poetry 
T eaching  a Foreign  Language
T ow ard Social A cceptance: M ainstream ing the Physically  H andicapped C hild  
Suicide and Sylv ia Plath
The D ifference betw een B rain and C om puter Functions
Taking R isks, a C h ild ren ’s Short Story
E conom ic Justice
E ugenics: A C hristian  Perspective
P roo f o f the In tegrability  o f  a  Function  C ontinuous on  a C losed  Interval

V. C H A N G E S IN PE R SO N N E L
W e are thankful to the Lord fo r H is leading com m itted  people  to  serve at the college. Six ty-five 

percent o f  o u r p rofessors have earned doc to ra tes, and all o f them  strive to  honor the L ord  Jesus C hrist 
and to teach  in the light o f  H is W ord.

Four new  faculty  m em bers have served the Lord well th is past year:
M r. M ichael E . A gnew , a native o f C hattanooga, earned a B .A . from  M oody B ible Institu te , a

B .S . in Psychology from  the U niversity  o f  T ennessee in C hattanooga, and M .A . in C ounseling  
Psychology from  T rin ity  E vangelical D ivin ity  School. He w orks in the Student D evelopm ent O ffice 
as d irecto r o f  counseling  and career services.

Dr. Joseph A . C lum pner, p ro fessor o f  m athem atics and applied  science, earned  h is bach e lo r’s and 
m aster’s degree from  M assachusetts Institute o f  T echno logy , and h is Ph .D . from  Y ale U niversity . 
B efore com ing to C ovenan t, he had taught at the A m erican U niversity  o f  B eiru t and had  w orked as 
a research  eng ineer and m anager o f  scientific  serv ices in a series o f  industrial positions.

Dr. W illiam  W . M aynor jo in ed  ou r education  departm ent a fter earn ing  his B .A . from  B elhaven 
C ollege, his M .E d . from  D elta State U niversity , his M .D iv . from  R eform ed T heological S em inary , 
and his Ph .D . from  the U niversity  o f  A labam a. He served as teacher in a public high  school in 
T uscaloosa, as principal and teacher in a C hristian  school in C leveland , M ississippi, and as teacher 
at C hattanooga C hristian  School.

M r. Scott W . R aym ond, dean o f  students, received  a B .A . from  Fort W ayne B ible C ollege and 
an M .A . in C ounseling  and Student Personnel from  Slippery  R ock U niversity . H e cam e to us a fter 
seven years o f  student developm ent experience.

VI. Q U E S T  PR O G R A M
The college has continued its effort to becom e a m ore com plete  educational resource for the PC A  and 
the w ider C hristian  com m unity . The Q uest program , a degree com pletion  p rogram  for w ork ing  adu lts , 
has now  enrolled  approxim ately  120 students in less than tw o years. S tudents and faculty  in the 
program  com m end the college for developing a program  that seem s to  m eet a need in a m anner w hich 
no one else in the local area  has em ployed. T he m ost encourag ing  rem arks com e in the form  o f  
appreciation  fo r the difference the program  m akes in the w ork ing  situations o f  these adults. M any are 
learning ideas and skills that are im m ediately  useful on  the jo b . A lso , the opportun ity  to  challenge 
these students to consider the im pact o f  C hristian  th inking on  their w ork has proved to  be a  genuine 
blessing.

VII. C H R ISTIA N  ST U D IE S C E N T E R
D uring the past spring  the B oard o f T rustees approved a proposal to establish  a cen ter to prom ote  the 
developm ent o f  C hristian th inking and to  provide further educational services to the C hristian  public. 
This cen ter will provide the faculty  w ith the opportun ity  to w ork w ith o ther scholars to  develop  the 
application  o f C hristian  thought to cultural and societal issues as w ell as the academ ic d iscip lines. 
Several o ther activities are envisioned for the first year as w ell, including  such possib ilities  as: 

C onferences for youth pasto rs, fo r high school studen ts, fo r businessm en
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V ideo series for teachers and parents dealing  w ith the princip les and  practice o f C hristian  educa 
tion , and  for the general public dealing  w ith the need for a C hristian  m ind in ou r society 

Traveling  faculty  team s fo r sem inars, w orkshops, and short courses to be held in churches and 
schools

Publications dealing  with the subject o f  apply ing  C hristian  thought and action to specific  issues in 
society

L earning m aterials and opportun ities from  a C hristian  perspective  fo r d istan t learners 
Special curriculum  developm ent pro jects on cam pus 

The estab lishm ent o f this cen ter w ill undoubtedly  enable the college to be tte r serve the denom ination  
in the area  o f its educational needs.

V III. S T U D E N T  FIN A N C IA L  AID
D uring 1985-1986, 442 C ovenant C ollege students received $1 ,7 3 3 ,9 4 7  in a id , w hich cam e in the 
fo llow ing forms:

Scholarships and G rants $ 822 ,299
Loans 564 ,450
C ollege W ork Study Program  347 ,198

(em ploym ent on cam pus)
Total $1 ,7 3 3 ,9 4 7

W e have trem endous help availab le  for qualified  students. Please share this inform ation  w ith high 
school students in your church and with their parents.

IX . G R A N T S FOR ST U D E N TS FR O M  SU PP O R T IN G  C H U R C H ES
A special program  o f  financial aid is availab le  to students w ho are m em bers o f  churches w hich support 
the college. T he aw ards for the 1986-87 academ ic year will be based  upon church support during
1985. S tudents from  179 churches will be elig ib le  fo r those grants in the com ing  academ ic year. 

W hat is the purpose o f  th is  program ? T here  is a tw ofo ld  purpose:
1. C ovenan t w ants to  strengthen its ties w ith churches. Prim arily  we w ant to  strengthen these  with 

ou r sponsoring  denom ination , the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica . In addition  we w ant to 
strengthen ties w ith o ther churches w hich share our com m itm ent to an  education  in w hich C hrist 
is pre-em inent. The requirem ent for partic ipation  is that the church  support the college in the 
am ount o f at least $4 .0 0  per com m unican t m em ber per year.

2. T he second purpose is to help students. The college realizes the im portance o f develop ing  new 
form s o f student a id , and this program  is designed to provide sign ifican t help  to  students from  
supporting  churches.

How m uch w ill each qualified  student receive? T he am ount o f  each  annual grant w ill vary 
depending on the level o f giv ing  from  the church . In o rder to place all churches on an equ ivalen t
basis , the level o f  giv ing  is calculated  in term s o f  giv ing  per com m unican t m em ber. T he size o f
each grant for the fall o f  1986 will be de term ined  by the fo llow ing schedule:

G iving  per M em ber G ran t per S tudent
$ 4 .0 0  —  9 .9 9  $“^ 0 0

10 .0 0 — 19.99 500
2 0 .0 0 — 29 .99  1,000
30 .00  o r m ore 1,500

W e encourage you to support your college generously  in 1986 and thereafter. C hurch g iv ing  in 
1986 will form  the basis upon w hich we provide these special g rants to students in 1987-88. 
Please help  us to help your young people.

X. LO B B Y  R E N O V A T IO N
A generous gift o f  $ 60 ,000  from  the W om en in the C hurch m ade it possib le  fo r us to renovate  and 
beautify  the large lobby in ou r m ain bu ild ing , h istoric C arter H all, during  the past year. W e are deeply 
gratefu l to everyone w ho m ade th is possible.

XI. F IN A N C IA L  R EPO R T
T he attached financial report presents deta iled  inform ation  perta in ing  to  the past tw o fiscal years.
As I w rite th is, we are praying  and w orking  to claim  a $ 200 ,000  challenge grant w hich w ill be given 
to the college if  we m eet ou r gifts and grants goal o f  $930 ,000 . M ore than  $30 0 ,0 0 0  is still needed 
by June 30. W ill you help us reach that goal? Y our prayers and y our gifts w ill be deeply  appreciated .

XII. R E C O M M E N D A T IO N
W e recom m end that the G eneral A ssem bly  designate  Sunday , O ctober 26 , as C ovenan t C ollege Sunday 
th roughout the denom ination  and encourage churches to rem em ber the college w ith p rayer and an 
offering  on that day.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
M artin E ssenburg 
President
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COVENANT COLLEGE 
STATEMENTS OF CURRENT FUNDS REVENUES, 

EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS 
Years Ended June 30, 1985 and 1984

1985
R EV EN U E S

Educational and general:
Student tu ition  and fees $ 2 ,2 7 6 ,9 7 8
G overnm ent appropria tions 183,321
Student a id  4 16 ,638
G ifts 1 ,286 ,170
O ther sources 109,452

Total educational and general 4 ,2 7 2 ,5 5 9
A uxiliary en terprises and serv ice g roups 1 ,528,735

T O T A L  R EV E N U E S 5 ,8 0 1 ,2 9 4

EX PE N D IT U R E S A N D  M A N D A T O R Y  T R A N SFE R S 
E ducational and general:

Instructional 1 ,404 ,267
Library 126,957
Student services 494 ,942
O peration  and m aintenance o f  plant 405 ,025
G eneral and adm inistra tive  296 ,676
D evelopm ent, alum ni and public relations 289 ,180
S taffbenefits  240 ,616
G eneral institutional 302 ,290
Student aid 719 ,725

E ducational and general expenditures 4 ,2 7 9 ,6 7 8

M andatory transfers to:
Loan fund m atching grant 5 ,849
R etirem ent o f indebtedness fund

for principal and interest 33 ,888

Total educational and general $4 ,3 1 9 ,4 1 5

1984

$ 2 ,0 8 9 ,2 8 0  
192,683 
429 ,023  

1,255 ,148  
117,490 

4 ,0 8 3 ,6 2 4  
1 ,350 ,464

5 ,4 3 4 ,0 8 8

1 ,281 ,719
115,191
4 75 ,453
358 ,108
259,211
225 ,955
206 ,245
2 73 ,476
7 17 ,307

3 ,9 1 2 ,6 6 5

9,261

110,280

$ 4 ,0 3 2 ,2 0 6
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COVENANT COLLEGE 
STATEMENTS OF CURRENT FUNDS REVENUES, 

EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS 
Years Ended June 30, 1985 and 1984

T O T A L  R EV EN U E S

1985

S5 .801 .294

E X P E N D IT U R E S A N D  M A N D A T O R Y  T R A N SFE R S

Total educational and g en era l-  4 ,3 1 9 .4 1 5

A uxiliary  enterprises:
E xpenditures 1 ,281 ,454
M andatory  transfer for reduction  o f

indebtedness on residence hall  16,565

Total auxiliary  enterprises 1 ,298 ,019

T O T A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S A N D
M A N D A T O R Y  T R A N SFE R S 5 ,6 1 7 ,4 3 4

O ther transfers:
To investm ent in p lant fund for

build ings and im provem ents —
To investm ent in p lant fo r equ ipm ent ( 9 3 ,3 0 9  )
Proceeds from  investm ent in

p lan t to curren t fund —
T ransfer o f  unrestricted  funds

to  endow m ent fund ( 8 4 ,0 0 0  )
T ransfer o f  unrestricted  funds

to  p lant fund ( 24 ,041 )
From  endow m ent fund for

re tirem ent program   23 ,268

Total o ther transfers ( 178,082 )

1984

$ 5 ,4 3 4 ,0 8 8

4 ,0 3 2 ,2 0 6

1 ,161 ,167

21 ,205

1,182 ,372

5 ,2 1 4 ,5 7 8

( 16,711 )
( 102,069 )

18 ,900

( 110,000 )

( 2 5 ,6 0 0  )

2 1 ,932  

( 2 13 ,548  )

R EV EN U E S O V E R  E X P E N D IT U R E S A N D  T R A N SFE R S $ 5 ,778 $ 5 ,962
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APPENDIX F
REPORT OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

June, 1986

W hal can a sem inary do  for a denom ination? C ovenan t T heological Sem inary  continues to  strive to be 
a servant o f the denom ination . As the denom inational sem inary , we are a sym bol to m any that they can 
look to to enhance the unity o f  ou r denom ination . C ovenant T heological Sem inary  will continue to  build  
tow ard being a rally ing  point for denom inational identity  and unity . W ith the singleness o f  purpose o f  the 
denom inational sem inary , we focus ou r atten tion  on the teaching  o f the theological s tandards o f  the church . 
W e are proud o f the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  and strive to build  ou r curricu lum  upon its theological 
structure.

As a sem inary that holds to the R eform ed faith , ou r goal has been to present that faith  in w ays that are 
b iblical. A b iblically  presented R eform ed faith will be one that is w arm  and w insom e. B ecause the R eform ed 
faith is biblical fa ith , we believe that properly  presented  it w ill be attractive  and effec tive  in the lives o f 
countless indiv iduals. O ur goal is to teach m en preparing  fo r the m inistry  at C ovenan t T heo log ical Sem inary 
to hold forth orthodox R eform ed faith  in a positive way.

O ne o f the m ajor concerns o f C ovenan t is the need to package and de liver ou r p rogram  to  m any parts 
o f the denom ination . In the past, sem inaries have pretty  m uch expected  students to com e to them , but 
because o f the aging o f  the sem inary population , as w ell as the fact that m ore and m ore students are com ing 
to sem inary with a m ultiple o f ch ild ren , it is ou r conviction  that sem inary education  is going to have to 
find w ays to take its program  to the students. W e are in the p rocess o f w orking on w ays to do  ju s t that 
w ith extension  w ork , video-taped c lasses, and co-operative  p rogram s w ith presbyteries.

For som e tim e the G eneral A ssem bly  has encouraged  the Sem inary  to increase its o fferings in areas o f 
counseling  and C hristian  education . T he problem  o f  added financial responsib ilities fo r such program s 
rem ains, but we are beginning  to  look into the possib ilities o f  program s in these areas as well as w ork in 
the area o f continuing education .

T rustees o f C ovenant T heological S em inary , in concurring  w ith  the recom m endations o f the adm in istra 
tion. have sought to keep  the 1986-87 budget grow th to only one-fourth  o f its grow th  in 1985-86. This 
represents a com m itm ent to fiscal responsib ility  by attem pting  to w atch  carefu lly  the spending in every  area 
o f the S em inary ’s operation .

In January  1985, the endow m ent for Presbytery  Scho larsh ip  funds stood at $285 ,000 . O ne year later, 
that figure had grow n to $ 4 9 7 ,955 .99 . E ight presbyteries have reached the $ 15 ,000  m axim um  m atching  
fund level. P resently , all but five presbyteries have begun to take advantage o f the m atching  challenge fund. 
In 1984-85 churches in the PCA con tribu ted  to the w ork o f  C ovenant T heological Sem inary  a total o f 
$ 313 ,042 . This com pares w ith a total gift o f $ 2 60 ,969  in 1983-84. The Tim eless In sigh ts  continues to have 
a broadening m inistry . It has now  served 63 ,0 0 0  people in 388 churches.

Three new faculty  m em bers appoin ted  by the board began their teaching  responsib ilities in January
1986. Phil L ong, A ssistant P rofessor o f  O ld T estam ent, is fin ish ing his degree at C am bridge; Karl C ooper, 
A ssistant Professor o f New T estam ent, is finishing his degree at H arvard; and Bryan C hapell. Instructor o f 
Practical T heo logy , is fin ish ing  h is degree at Southern  Illinois U niversity .

T he D .M in . C om m ittee  has approved the offering  o f  the D .M in . p rogram  at the R idge H aven C onference 
C enter. This program  will begin at the end o f  M ay, 1986. A nother program  under developm ent is a c linical 
program  in C hurch P lanting. A student will m ake a decision  to opt for this program  at the end  o f  his first 
academ ic year. He w ould  then com plete  all but 26 units o f  his M .D iv . w ork during  the succeed ing  sum m er 
and academ ic year. T he rem ainder o f h is w ork w ould  be taken on the field  during  a tw o-year C hurch 
P lanting internship  and m inistry .

The W1C Love G ift pro ject fo r 1986 is the fam ily m inistry  p rogram  to support the fam ilies w ho com e 
to C ovenant T heological Sem inary  to study. T he average age o f  an en tering  student at the Sem inary  is 31 
years o f  age. and a m ajority  are m arried . The in tensive study required  by sem inary tra in ing  puts stress on 
fam ilies, and we w ant to support and m inister to ou r fam ilies. As w ell, the m ost d ifficu lt p roblem  many 
pastors will face will be the problem  o f  troubled  fam ilies w ith in  the ir congregations. W e w ould  like to 
equip  pastors to m eet this challenge in their pastorates.

W e are grateful to G od for the m any w ays that He has poured  out his blessings upon the Sem inary . W e 
are also grateful to G od to be a part o f  the PC A . O ur p rayer is that He w ill send a revival to ou r church 
w hich will affect the culture around us in a transform ing w ay. W e are ready to help  ou r denom ination  in 
any way that we can.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
Paul D. K ooistra , President
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APPENDIX G

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
INSURANCE, ANNUITY AND RELIEF FUNDS 

TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Since last G eneral A ssem bly , your T rustees have m et in full session  on A ugust 3 -4 , 1985; N ovem ber 8-9 , 
1985 and M arch 7 -8 , 1986. D ay-to-day operations have been carried  out th rough ou r D irecto r and  his staff, 
and our actuaria l, legal and investm ent advisors. T he B oard has m onitored  and d irected  T rustee  affairs 
through ou r S tanding  C om m ittees, w hich are:

A D M IN IST R A T IO N  - E .M o m s; D .H askew ; J.S h ip ley
A N N U IT Y  - R .V an  Fleet; L .P h ilhow er; M .R oessle r
IN SU R A N C E  - J .S h ip ley ; G .F rost; D .H askew ; D .Jussely ; R .V an  Fleet
IN V E S T M E N T  - M .R oessler; E .M orris; L .P h ilhow er; D .W hite
R E L IE F  - G .F rost; D .Jussely ; J .S h ip ley ; D .W hite

I. PR O G R A M  SU M M A R Y
P articipation  in ou r program  w as as show n below :

P rogram 12-31-82 12-31-83 12-31-84 12-31-85
H ealth Insurance 1,006 1,203 1,597 1,763
A nnuity Fund fo r M inisters* 530
E m ployees’ A nnuity Fund* 48
Supplem ental L ife Insurance 438 482 616 704
R elief 37 42 44 41
M oney Purchase Pension Plan 544 558 514
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan 694 786 922
D eath and D isability  Plan 740 839 823
Lay D isability  Plan 55 56
Total A ctive R etirem ent

Participants 578 924 997 964
Frozen R etirem ent A ccounts XX XXX 147 199
R etirees/Surviv ing  Spouses

R eceiv ing  R etirem ent
Plan B enefits 39 78 8 8 89

D isabled Participants
R eceiv ing  B enefits 3

Plans term inated  as o f 12/31/82.*

II. S IG N IF IC A N T  A C T IO N S D U R IN G  T H E  Y E A R
1. T he Insurance C om m ittee  did  extensive evaluation  o f  health  insurance claim s m anagem ent and 

stop-loss insurance coverage during  the year. A fter due consideration  a decision  w as m ade to 
leave M assachusetts M utual Insurance C om pany as our claim s adm in istra to r and to con trac t w ith 
E m ployee B enefit Serv ices o f  B irm ingham , A labam a, fo r claim s adm in istra tion  beginning January  
1, 1986. The stop-loss coverage for large health  claim s w as a lso  m oved from  M ass M utual to 
the B rougher A gency and is underw ritten  for 1986 by the New Y ork Insurance E xchange. 
S top-loss coverage w as low ered  from  $ 75 ,000  to  $50 ,000 . T hese actions w ere taken to reduce 
the overall costs fo r the health  insurance plan. T he transition  to Em ployee B enefit Serv ices took 
longer than anticipated  and resu lted  in som e delays in claim s paym ent in early  1986.

2. T he G roup H ealth Insurance Plan stabilized during  1985 from  the prev ious y e a r 's  heavy losses. 
R eserves w ere rebuilt. N ew  cost con tainm ent m easures, including  hospital pre-adm ission  certifi
cation  and m andatory  second surgical op in ions w ere institu ted  fo r 1986 to  assist the plan in 
hold ing  dow n ever-rising  m edical costs. T hese changes enabled  the T rustees to m ain tain  the 
sam e health insurance p rem ium s fo r 1986 that w ere charged in 1985, w hile increasing  som e 
m edical and dental benefits. Total claim s paid in 1985 am ounted  to  $ 2 ,4 1 4 ,1 3 2 , com pared  to 
$ 2 ,1 1 7 ,0 0 0  in 1984 - an increase o f  14%.

3. A fter the 1985 G eneral A ssem bly , the B oard ex tended  a call to  T each ing  E lder R obert G . Sw eet
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to  serve as C oord ina to r o f  M inisterial R elief. D uring  the  rem ainder o f  the year, B ob Sw eet 
traveled  extensively  in the denom ination  m aking con tacts  through  the presby teries  in an  effo rt 
to  set up a netw ork  at the presbytery level to  assist in hand ling  re lie f cases as o ften  as possib le  
on a g rass roots level.

4 . In late Ju ly , the IAR office  w as re located  from  K ensington Square  to E xecutive  S quare , contiguous 
to  the o ther D ecatur based PCA offices.

5. In A ugust 1985, the Internal R evenue Service  granted  a  favorable  le tter ru ling  fo r the 
allow ing the funds in the plan to be transferred  w ithout tax consequences to  the PC A  V oluntary  
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan.

6. L ong-tim e B usiness M anager G ordon M oore left the T rustees on Ju ly  1 to  becom e A dm in istra to r 
for Perim eter P resbyterian  C hurch  in N orcross, G eorg ia . M rs. Sybil Pullen and  M r. T om  B ryant 
w ere e levated  to the positions o f A ccounting  M anager and P articipan t Services M anager, respec
tively . M iss C arol M cIntyre w as hired fo r the new  position  o f  R eceivables C oordinator.

7. A dditional personnel changes w ere m ade during  the year. M iss K athy V andeford , form ally  the 
E D P S pecialist, becam e the Secretary /R ecep tion ist. M r. K enneth  A rthur, form ally  denom inational 
C om pu ter M anager w ith C O A , becam e the E D P S pecialist fo r IA R  June 1. M iss Susan C am pana 
began w ork as R ecords C oord ina to r in D ecem ber.

8. T he B oard m ade a decision  to re institu te  the position  o f  F ield R epresen tative  and ex tended  a 
call to T each ing  E lder Loren  V. W atson o f C alvary  P resbytery  to  serve in this capacity  beginning 
January  1, 1986. T hrough M r. W atson the Trustees hope to prom ote  be tte r understand ing  o f  o ur 
various p lans by pasto rs, lay church  w orkers, sem inarians, sessions, and o ther constituencies in 
the denom ination .

9. R etirem ent partic ipants m ade sign ifican t gains in the ir re tirem ent accounts during  1985. T he 
financial m arkets produced excellen t re tu rns on invested  funds. T he net re tu rn  fo r the G row th 
F und, a fter investm ent counse lo rs’ fees and adm in istra tive  expenses, w as 22 .73%  fo r the year. 
T he Incom e Fund produced 10.7%  and the B alanced F und , 16.09% .

10. D uring the year, three teaching  e lders qua lified  to receive D isability  paym ents th rough ou r D eath 
and D isability  Plan.

1 1. C hurches and indiv iduals responded w ith generosity  to the C hristm as G ift. C on tribu tions received  
during  1985 fo r the funding o f re tirem ent and m inisteria l re lie f activ ities am ounted  to  $ 1 7 7 ,864 , 
com pared  to  $ 128 ,414  in 1984 - a 38 .5%  increase.

12. D uring 1985, the fo llow ing plan partic ipants retired: T E  Bertil A nderson , M rs. E lizabeth  B eckett, 
T E  D enver B lev ins, M rs. R uth B lanchard , T E  Sanders C am pbell, T E  Frank C hapo , M rs. B arbara 
C onley , T E  T hom as C ook , T E  G lenn F eam ow , M rs. Edna K niseley , M rs. F lorence M arshall, 
T E  H arry M arshall, T E  O nesim us R undus, T E  R ussell T om s, and  M r. E bb W ash ing ton .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
1. That the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all congregations and all denom inational com m it

tees and agencies to participate in the re tirem ent and insurance program s o f  the PC A  on behalf 
o f their m in isters, staffs and lay em ployees.

2. That the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all PCA presby teries  to requ ire  that re tirem ent, 
health , life and d isability  insurance benefits be included in all pastoral calls.

3. That the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all PC A  churches to com plete  their annual 
budgeting  by D ecem ber 15 so as to exped ite  the handling  o f  annual billing  fo r IA R p lans to  the 
churches.

4. That the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all PC A  congregations to  support the annual 
C hristm as G ift w hich funds re tirem ent and m inisterial re lie f activ ities.

5. That the G eneral A ssem bly  continue to authorize  the B oard o f  T rustees to  enhance the Plans 
and set prem ium  rates for all insurance program s adm in istered  by the T rustees to b ecom e e ffective 
January  1 o f each year. P rem ium  rates each  year w ill reflect the best judgm en t o f  the Trustees 
based on claim s experience and all o ther appropria te  factors. R ates will norm ally  be changed  no 
m ore often than once per year, excep t w hen necessary  to  m aintain  the v iability  o f  an insurance 
p lan , and then no m ore often than once per year, excep t w hen necessary  to m aintain  the viability  
o f  an insurance p lan , and then no m ore often than once each six m onths.

6. That all G eneral A ssem bly  C om m ittee  and A gency budgets be autom atically  adjusted  to com pen
sate for increases in health  insurance prem ium s not antic ipated  in those budgets and that such 
increases be absorbed at no incom e loss to the indiv iduals affected . Further, that PC A  churches 
be encouraged to do  the sam e.

7. That the G eneral A ssem bly  rem ind its N om inating  C om m ittee  that deacons m ay be e lected  to 
the Board and that A ssem bly rules do  not require a specific balance o f  ru ling  and teaching  e lders.
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that “geographical ba lance” is not requ ired , and that the prim ary  consideration  for election  o f  
the B oard o f T rustees o f the Insurance, A nnuity  and R elie f Funds should  be qualification  by 
background , tra in ing , and experience for the responsib ilities assigned the B oard.

8. That the M inutes o f the B oard m eetings o f  June 17, 1985; A ugust 9 and 10, 1985; N ovem ber 
8 and 9 , 1985; and M arch 7 and 8 , 1986 be approved w ithout exception .

9. That the audit report dated D ecem ber 31 , 1985 by K ent, N obles and M artin  C ertified  Public 
A ccountan ts , be approved.

10. T hat the revised 1986 budget be received.
11. T hat the 1987 budget be received  w ith the understanding  that this budget is a spending plan and 

that ad justm ents will be m ade during the year, if necessary , by the T rustees. Such adjustm ents 
w ill be reported  to the next G eneral A ssem bly .

12. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the B o ard 's  action in am ending the T ru stees ' Bylaws: A rticle 
II, Section 1, Paragraph 1, en titled  “B oard o f T rustees” . (See A ttachm ent A .)

13. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  am end Section 10, Paragraph 3, Sentence I o f  the B ylaw s o f  the 
Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica (a C orporation) to be re-w orded as show n on A ttachm ent B.

14. That the G eneral A ssem bly extend the term s o f  the C lass o f  1986 by assigning RE John Todd 
to the C lass o f 1987 and T E  M ark R oessler to the C lass o f  1988.

15. That the First A m endm ent to the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  H ealth and W elfare B enefit 
T rust be adopted . (See A ttachm ent C .)  Further, that the R esolu tions relating  thereto  be adopted 
and included in the M inutes o f the G eneral A ssem bly.

16. That the First A m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica M oney 
Purchase Pension Plan (See A ttachm ent D .) and the Second A m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent 
o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan be approved. (See A ttachm ent 
E .) Further, that the R esolu tions relating  thereto  be adopted and included in the M inutes o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly.

17. T hat the Fourth A m endm ent to the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica V oluntary  T ax-S heltered  
A nnuity  Plan be approved. (See A ttachm ent F .) Further, that the R esolu tions relating  thereto  be 
adopted  and included in the M inutes o f the G eneral A ssem bly.

18. T hat the R E SO L U T IO N  regarding  the A nnuity Fund for M in isters, and the E m ployees’ A nnuity 
Fund o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica and the R PC , ES Pension Fund Plan be approved. 
(See A ttachm ent G .)

19. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  d irec t its C om m ittee  on Judicial business to prepare  w ording  to allow  
fo r a designation  o f  “M edically  D isab led” (in BC O  23-2 and 3 and /o r e lsew here  as appropria te), 
and that the G eneral A ssem bly  direct its Stated  C le rk ’s office  to  begin  using  this designation  
im m ediate ly , as appropriate.

R espectfu lly  Subm itted ,
J o h n W . Todd Jam esL . H ughes
C hairm an D irector

A T T A C H M E N T  A 

A R T IC L E  II

Section 1. Board o f  T rustees

T he m em bersh ip  o f  the B oard o f  T rustees shall consist o f  tw elve (12) m em bers as e lected  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. T hese M em bers shall be e ither T eaching  
E lders, R uling  E lders o r D eacons. Each m em ber is e lected  for a four-year term  w ith  three m em bers 
e lected  each  year, except that in the case  o f  vacancies, m em bers m ay be elected  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly  to  fill unexpired term s. T rustees shall be elig ib le  fo r re-e lection  to  a second four-year 
term  after w hich there m ust be a one-year interval before further re-e lection . T he B oard m ay m ake 
requests to  the P resbyteries to nom inate specific  m en to  the B oard.

A Trustee  m ay resign o r be rem oved by the G eneral A ssem bly . T he resignation  o r rem oval shall be 
effective  fifteen (15) days a fter receip t o f w ritten notice o f  such resignation  o r rem oval. S uccessor 
T rustees, in the event o f such resignation  o r rem oval o r in the even t o f  the death  o f an individual 
T rustee , shall be e lected  by the G eneral A ssem bly. A T rustee  w ho is e lected  by the G eneral A ssem bly
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to fill an unexpired  term  is e lig ib le , if  re-e lected , to serve one (1) additional successive te rm , after 
w hich a one-year period m ust elapse before he is elig ib le  fo r re-e lection .

A T T A C H M E N T  B 

B Y -L A W S O F T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  

P R E SE N T  W O R D IN G  

Section 10, Paragraph 3

The T rustees shall be ten (10) in num ber, d iv ided  into five (5) c lasses o f  tw o  (2) m en each serv ing  five 
(5) year term s. The G eneral A ssem bly  shall e lect at each  A ssem bly  a class o f T rustees to begin  service 
im m ediately follow ing the conclusion  o f the A ssem bly . Each m em ber o f  the T rustees m ust be e ithe r a 
Teaching  Elder, R uling E lder o r D eacon in the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica. T he  T rustees are not subject 
to the provisions o f the B C O . C hap ter 15 relating  to proportionate  representation  o f  all P resbyteries o r for 
equal representation  o f T eaching  and R uling  Elders.

P R O P O SE D  W O R D IN G  

Section 10, Paragraph 3

The Trustees shall be tw elve (12) in num ber, d iv ided  into four (4) c lasses o f  three (3) m en each  serving 
for four (4) year te rm s .” T rustees shall be e lig ib le  for re-e lection  to  a second four-year term  afte r w hich 
there m ust be a one-year interval before further re-election . T he B oard m ay m ake requests to the P resbyteries 
to nom inate specific m en to  the B oard. T he G eneral A ssem bly  shall elect at each  A ssem bly  a class o f 
T rustees to begin serv ice im m ediately  fo llow ing the conclusion  o f  the A ssem bly . E ach m em ber o f  the 
Trustees m ust be e ither a T eaching Elder, R uling E lder o r D eacon in the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica . 
The T rustees are not subject to  the provisions o f  the B C O . C hap ter 15 re la ting  to  proportionate  representation  
o f  all P resbyteries o r for equal representa tion  o f  T each ing  and R uling Elders.

A T T A C H M E N T  C 

F IR ST  A M E N D M E N T  
T O  T H E  

P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  
H E A L T H  A N D  W E L F A R E  B E N E F IT  T R U ST

TH IS A M E N D M E N T  to the H ealth and W elfare B enefit T rust, m ade this 9th day o f  A ugust, 1985, by 
the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , a corporation  organized  and ex isting  under the law s o f  the State o f 
D elaw are, and the B oard o f  T rustees o f  the Insurance, A nnuity and R elief Funds o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  
in A m erica (the “T rustees"),

W I T N E S S E T H :

W H E R E A S, the T rustees have previously adop ted  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  H ealth  and 
W elfare B enefit T rust (hereinafter referred  to as the “T ru st” ) as approved by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica;

W H E R E A S, the Trustees desire to  am end the T rust subject to the ra tification  and approval by the 
G eneral A ssem bly;

N O W , T H E R E FO R E , the T rust is hereby am ended in the fo llow ing p articu lars , effective  January  1, 1985;

( 1)

A m end the fourth paragraph o f the Introduction  by deleting  the phrase “Section  501(c)(9) o f  the Internal 
R evenue C ode" and substitu ting  therefor “Section 501(c)(3) o f  the Internal R evenue C o d e .”
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(2 )

A m end Section 1.01 by adding  after the first sentence the reo f the fo llow ing  additional sentence:

“T he Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , has, in add ition , authorized  the co llection  and d istribution  
o f  re lie f funds to  provide re lie f fo r needy m in isters, lay C hurch  w orkers, and the surviving 
spouses and dependent children  o f  m inisters and lay C hurch  w o rk e rs .”

(3)

A m end Section  1.01 by dele ting  the last sentence o f  the second paragraph the reo f and  substitu ting  therefor:

“The T rust Fund shall constitu te an integrated  auxiliary  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
and accordingly  is in tended to qualify  for tax exem pt status under Section  501(c)(3) o f  the Internal 
R evenue C ode o f  1954.”

(4)

A ll o ther provisions o f the T rust not inconsistent w ith th is A m endm ent are ratified and confirm ed.
IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F, the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  and the T rustees have caused  this 

A m endm ent to  be execu ted  by their duly authorized  o fficers  and their seals to be hereun to  a ffixed , this 9th 
day o f  A ugust, 1985.

TR U ST EE S: B O A R D  O F  T R U ST E E S O F T H E
IN SU R A N C E , A N N U IT Y  A N D  
R E L IE F  FU N D S O F  T H E  
PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

A T T A C H M E N T  C .l

E X C E R P T S FR O M  T H E  M IN U T E S  
O F  TH E  

G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  O F  T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A

W H E R E A S, the G eneral A ssem bly  had authorized  the Trustees o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
H ealth and W elfare B enefit T rust (the “T rust” ) to obtain  an exem ption  for said T rust under the C ode Section 
501(c)(3).

W H E R E A S, certain  revisions to the T rust w ere deem ed necessary  by the T rustees in o rder to obtain 
such exem ption .
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W H E R E A S, the T rustees am ended the T rust by execu tion  o f  the First A m endm ent to the T rust to effect 
such necessary rev isions, subject to the approval by the G eneral A ssem bly.

U pon a m otion being  duly  m ade and seconded it w as unanim ously:

R E SO L V E D , that the m odifications to the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  H ealth  & W elfare  B enefit 
as set forth  in attached First A m endm ent to the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  H ealth  & W elfare 
T rust are hereby ratified.

ST A TED  C L E R K ’S C E R T IFIC A T IO N

The undersigned Stated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  hereby 
certifies that attached hereto  is a true and correct Excerpt from  the M inutes o f  a M eeting  o f  the G eneral
A ssem bly , duly called , convened  and held on t h e ----------------------------- day o f ----------------------------------------------,
1986, and that such R esolu tion  therein  con tained  is still in full force and effect.

IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F , I have hereun to  affixed  by signature this -----------------------------  day o f
--------------------------------------------  , 1986.

S tated C lerk

A T T A C H M E N T  D

F IR ST  A M E N D M E N T  T O  TH E  
T R U S T  A G R E E M E N T  F O R  T H E  

P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN  A M ER IC A  
M O N E Y  P U R C H A SE  P E N SIO N  P L A N

T his is the First A m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent for the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  M oney 
Purchase Pension Plan (the "T rust").

U nder the p rovisions o f  Section 6.01 o f  the T rust, the T rust A greem ent m ay be am ended at any tim e 
upon approval o f  the G eneral A ssem bly. A ccord ing ly , pursuant to the authority  con tained  in Section  6 .0 1 , 
the Trust A greem ent is m odified in the fo llow ing particu lars to be effective  January  1, 1986, to-w it:

1.

A m end Section  3.01 o f  the T rust by adding to the end  the reo f the follow ing:
The foregoing restrictions on certain  transactions betw een the P lan  and parties-in -in terest shall not apply  

to any investm ent o f  assets o f  the Fund in the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  R evolving  B uild ing  Fund 
o r in any o ther Q ualify ing  B uilding Investm ent to  the ex ten t that a P articipan t, o r a B eneficiary  o f  a  deceased  
Participant, elects to  have a specified  portion o f  his A ccount invested  in such investm ents as an earm arked 
o r segregated  investm ent o f  his A ccount. T he portion  o f  a P a rtic ip an t’s o r B enefic ia ry ’s A ccount w hich is 
invested in accordance w ith the im m ediately  preceding sentence shall not share in the gains and  losses o f 
the unsegregated  assets o f  the T rust Fund. For purposes o f  this Section the term  “Q ualify ing  B uilding 
Investm ent” shall m ean a loan o r a partic ipation  in a  loan o r in a pool o r fund w hich m akes one o r m ore 
loans provided that:

(1) The borrow er is a C hurch  o r is engaged in one o f  the m inistries o f  the C hurch  as de term ined  by 
the T rustees, o r in the case o f a fund o r poo l, substantia lly  all o f  the borrow ers so qualify ; and

(2) Each o f the loans involved is adequately  secured  and is m ade at a reasonable  rate o f  interest.
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2 .

All parts o f  the T rust not inconsistent herew ith  are hereby ra tified  and confirm ed.
IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F, the T rustees have caused  this First A m endm ent to be execu ted  this 

------------------------ day o f -----------------------------------------------------, 1985.

T R U ST E E S: B O A R D  O F  T R U ST E E S O F  T H E
IN SU R A N C E , A N N U ITY  A N D  R E L IE F 
FU N D S O F T H E  PR E S B Y T E R IA N  
C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

A T T A C H M E N T  E

S E C O N D  A M E N D M E N T  T O  T H E  
T R U S T  A G R E E M E N T  FO R  T H E  

PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  
V O L U N T A R Y  T A X -SH E L T E R E D  A N N U IT Y  PL A N

This is the Second A m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent for the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica V oluntary 
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan (the "T rust” ).

U nder the provisions o f  Section 6.01 o f the T rust, the Trust A greem ent m ay be am ended at any tim e 
upon approval o f the G eneral A ssem bly. A ccordingly , pursuant to the authority  contained in Section  6 .0 1 . 
the Trust A greem ent is m odified in the follow ing particu lars to be effective January  1, 1986, to-w it:

1 .

A m end Section 3.01 o f  the Trust by adding to the end thereo f the following:
The foregoing  restrictions on certain  transactions betw een the Plan and parties-in -in terest shall not apply 

to any investm ent o f assets o f  the Fund in the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  R evo lv ing  B uilding Fund 
o r in any o ther Q ualify ing  B uilding Investm ent to the ex ten t that a Participan t, o r a B eneficiary  o f  a deceased 
Participant, elects to have a specified  portion o f his A ccount invested  in such investm ents as an earm arked 
o r segregated  investm ent o f  his A ccount. The portion  o f  a P artic ipan t’s o r B enefic ia ry ’s A ccount w hich is 
invested in accordance w ith the im m ediately preceding sentence shall not share in the gains and losses o f  
the unsegregated  assets o f  the Trust Fund. For purposes o f this Section the term  "Q ualify ing  B uilding 
Investm ent” shall m ean a loan o r a participation in a loan o r in a pool o r fund w hich m akes one o r m ore 
loans provided that:

(1) The borrow er is a C hurch  o r is engaged in one o f  the m inistries o f  the C hurch  as determ ined by the 
o r in the case o f  a fund or pool, substantially  all o f the borrow ers so qualify ; and

(2) Each o f the loans involved is adequately  secured  and is m ade at a reasonable rate o f  interest.
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2 .

All parts o f  the T rust not inconsistent herew ith are hereby ra tified  and confirm ed .

IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F , the T rustees have caused this Second A m endm ent to  be execu ted  this 
------------------------------ day o f ----------------------------------------------, 1985.

TR U ST EE S:
B O A R D  O F  T R U ST E E S O F  T H E  
IN SU R A N C E , A N N U IT Y  A N D  R E L IE F  
FU N D S O F  T H E  PR E S B Y T E R IA N  
C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : --------------------------------------------------------------------------

A T T A C H M E N T  F  

FO U R T H  A M E N D M E N T  T O  T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  

V O L U N T A R Y  T A X -SH E L T E R E D  A N N U IT Y  PL A N

This is the Fourth A m endm ent to the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  V oluntary  T ax-S heltered  A nnuity 
Plan (the "P lan").

U nder the provisions o f  Section 11.01, the T rustees have reserved unto them selves the righ t to am end 
the Plan subject to the approval o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . A ccordingly , pursuan t to the authority  contained 
in Section 11.01, the T rustees hereby am end the Plan in the fo llow ing particu lars , to  be effective  as o f  the 
date o f execution  o f this A m endm ent, to-w it:

1.

A m end A rticle VI by adding  thereto  Section  6 .0 9  as follows:
6 .09  Loan o f  B enefit Funds to Participants
(a) U pon the w ritten  application  o f any Participant filed  w ith the Trustees the T rustees m ay, in their 

sole d iscretion and in accordance w ith a uniform  and nondiscrim inato ry  po licy  estab lished  by it, m ake a 
loan o r loans to said Participant. Any loans m ade pursuant to th is Section  shall satisfy the fo llow ing conditions:

(i) such loans shall be availab le to all Participants on a reasonably  equ iva len t basis;
(ii) each  such loan shall bear a reasonable  rate o f  interest as de term ined  by the Trustees;
(iii) each  such loan shall be adequate ly  secured , w ith the security  to  consist o f  the balance o f the 

P artic ipan t's  A ccounts;
(iv) the am ount o f  any such loan , w hen added to the outstanding  balance o f all o th e r loans from  

the Plan to the Participan t, shall not exceed the lesser of:
(A) $ 5 0 ,000 , or
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(B) the g rea ter o f (1) one-ha lf (1/2) o f the value o f the balance in the P a rtic ip an t's  A ccounts 
o r (2) 75%  o f the total balance in the Participan t’s A ccounts up to  $10 ,000 .

(v) each such loan , by its term s, shall be repaid  w ithin five (5) years unless such loan is used  to 
acquire, construct, reconstruct o r substantially  rehabilita te  a dw elling  unit w hich w ithin a reasonable  tim e 
is to be used (determ ined at the tim e the loan is m ade) as a principal residence o f  the Participant o r a 
m em ber o f  the P artic ipan t's  fam ily.

(b) Each such loan shall be evidenced by a prom issory  note execu ted  by the Participant and  payable to 
the Trustees. Such prom issory  note shall ev idence such term s as are required  by th is Section and by 
p rocedures established  by the T rustees.

(c) Each such loan shall be adequately  secured by a pledge o f all o r a portion  o f  the P artic ipan t's  
A ccounts so that, in the even t the Participant does not repay such loan in the tim e set forth  in the prom issory 
note, the T rustees m ay deduct the total am ount o f  such loan o r any portion  the reo f from  the balance o f the 
Partic ipan t's  A ccounts o r from  any distribution  from  the T rust Fund to  w hich such Participant o r his 
Beneficiary(ies) m ay be en titled , and that portion o f the P artic ipan t’s A ccount w hich is equ iva len t in value 
to the am ount so deducted  shall be canceled .

(d) Each such loan shall be an “earm arked" investm ent o f  the borrow ing P artic ipan t's  A ccount. All 
paym ents o f  interest and principal on a Participant loan shall be allocated  solely to  the borrow ing  P artic ipan t's  
A ccount and the portion o f  a P artic ipan t's  A ccount that consists o f  a Participant loan shall not share in the 
incom e, gains and losses o f  the T rust Fund.

(e) In the event that a Participant does not tim ely  repay any principal o r interest due on a Participant 
loan, the T rustees n \ay , in accordance w ith p rocedures established  by the T rustees, treat the am ount o f 
principal and interest for w hich paym ent is due as being  distributed  to the Participant (together w ith any 
incom e tax required  to be w ithheld), and such d istribution  shall reduce by the sam e am ount the delinquency 
in paym ent o f  the loan. T he am ount treated as distributed  under this subsection  (e) shall be subject to the 
6 percent penalty  described  in Section 6 .07 (b ) (w hich  shall be deducted  from  the rem aining  balance in the 
Participan t’s account) except to the extent that the T rustees, in their d iscretion , determ ine that the Participant 
is en titled  to a hardship  w ithdraw al under Section 6 .07(a).

2 .

All parts o f  the Plan not inconsistent herew ith are hereby ratified and confirm ed

IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F, the Trustees have caused  this Fourth A m endm ent to be executed  this 
  ------------------- day o f -------------------------------------------- , 1986.

TR U ST EE S:
B O A R D  O F T R U ST E E S O F  T H E  
IN SU R A N C E , A N N U ITY  A N D  R E L IE F  
FU N D S O F  T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  
C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A
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A T T A C H M E N T  F . l  

E X C E R P T S FR O M  T H E  M IN U T E S  
O F  T H E  

G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  O F  T H E  
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A

W H E R E A S, the board o f T rustees o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica Insurance, A nnuity  & R elief 
Funds has approved adoption  o f  the fo llow ing am endm ents, subject to  approval by the G eneral A ssem bly:

1. The First A m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent for the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica M oney 
Purchase Pension Plan in order to authorize investm ent by the Plan in the Presby terian  C hurch in 
A m erica R evolving B uilding Fund and sim ilar build ing  funds;
2. The Second A m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent fo r the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  V oluntary 
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan, in o rder to perm it investm ent by that Plan in the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica R evolving  B uilding Fund and sim ilar build ing  funds;
3. The Fourth A m endm ent to the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica V oluntary  T ax-S heltered  A nnuity 
Plan, in order to authorize the m aking o f  partic ipant loans from  that Plan;

W H E R E A S, the G eneral A ssem bly has determ ined that the am endm ents recom m ended  by the T rustees 
should be approved;

R E SO L V E D , that adoption o f  the three  am endm ents identified  above is hereby ra tified  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica.

S T A T E D  C L E R K ’S C E R T IFIC A T IO N

The undersigned S tated  C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  hereby 
certified  that attached hereto  is a true and correct Excerpt from  the M inutes o f a M eeting  o f the G eneral
A ssem bly , duly called , convened and held on th e ------------------------------day o f -------------------------------------------------,
1986, and that such R esolution  therein  con tained  is still in full force and effect.

IN W ITN E SS W H E R E O F, I have hereto  affixed  m y signature t h i s ------------------------------------------day o f
------------------------------------------------------------------ , 1986,

Stated  C lerk

A T T A C H M E N T  G  

R E SO L U T IO N  O F  T H E  
B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S  

O F  T H E  
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  

IN S U R A N C E , A N N U IT Y  A N D  R E L IE F  F U N D S

W H E R E A S, the provisions o f  the A nnuity Fund fo r M inisters o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , 
the E m ployees ' A nnuity Fund o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  and the Pension Fund Plan o f  the 
R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch , E vangelical Synod apply only to those re tired  partic ipan ts  in pay s tatus, and 

W H E R E A S, the age retirem ent benefits for the three p lans are essen tia lly  sim ilar, and 
W H E R E A S, the annual actuarial valuation  can  be sim plified  and m ade less expensive by com bining  

the three groups into one, and
W H E R E A S, the T rustees desire  to handle the adm inistra tion  o f  the p lans in the m ost cost effective  m anner; 
T H E R E FO R E  BE IT R E SO L V E D  that plan assets be com ing led  fo r p urposes o f  investm ent and paym ent 

o f plan benefits for the A nnuity Fund for M inisters o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , the E m ployees ' 
A nnuity Fund o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica and the Pension  Fund Plan o f  the R eform ed Presbyterian  
C hurch . E vangelical Synod, and be considered  as one plan fo r purposes o f  actuarial valuation.

IN W ITN ESS W H E R E O F this resolu tion  has been adop ted  th is ____________ day o f______________________,
1986 at a m eeting o f the T rustees at w hich a quorum  w as present.
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TR U ST EE S:
B oard o f  T rustees 
o f  the
Insurance, A nnuity and R elief Funds.

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :---------------------------------------------------

B y :----------------------------------------------------

B y :----------------------------------------------------

By:
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APPENDIX H

REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS 
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A. M EM B E R S:
R U LIN G  E L D E R S T E A C H IN G  E L D E R S
Jack D. M erry (N ortheast) '8 8  Leon F. W ardell (Jam es R iver) '88
Elw ood W o o d s(N . I l l in o is ) '8 7  T h o m asC o o k (N . G e o rg ia ) '8 7
G eorge H. G ulley , Jr. (G race) '8 6  H enry  L ew is Sm ith (S E  A la) '8 6 , C hairm an
D onald E. B oerm a, (C . F lorida) Alt. W illiam  L ark in , Jr. (P alm etto) Alt.
E x-officio: M orton  H. Sm ith , S tated C lerk

B. M EE T IN G S:
A ugust 17, 1985 - T elephone C onference Call
N ovem ber 19-20, 1985 - A tlan ta , G A , in connection  w ith the annual m eeting o f the N orth A m erican 
Presbyterian  and R eform ed C ouncil.
M arch 5 , 1986 - K ansas C ity , M O , at the sam e location and during  the m eeting  o f  the N ational 
A ssociation o f E vangelicals.

C . ISSU E S D IS C U SSE D  A N D  A C T IO N S T A K E N :
1) C om m unicated  to the O rthodox P resbyterian  C hurch the action o f  The T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem 

bly, c larify ing  that the PCA  w ould  becom e a m em ber o f the R eform ed E cum enical Synod or 
o ther in terchurch  body only  by deliberate  action by the G A , not by any possible interpretation 
that m ight be given  to the phrase in the “Jo in ing  and R ece iv ing" in the invitation  to the O PC , 
com m itting  the PC A  to  “honor C om m itm ents o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C h u rch .”

2) R eceived the reports, dated  July 26 , 1985, and N ovem ber 25 , 1985, o f  the C om m ittee on 
Ecum enicity  o f the O rthodox Presbyterian  C h u rch . It has been the understand ing  o f  your com m ittee 
that our au thority  does not allow  us to nego tia te, the term s o f the "J. and R .“ P rocedure having 
been set forth  in the 1983 G eneral A ssem bly ’s invitation to the O PC . W e have met tw ice with 
the O PC  C om m ittee to  share inform ation , understand ings, and perceptions about the PC A , but 
we felt unable to respond , as their July 26 letter invited us to , in any o ther w ay than to reaffirm , 
in behalf o f the G eneral A ssem bly , the 1983 invitation.
(By the tim e the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  convenes, it is likely that the O PC  G eneral 
A ssem bly will have acted on the ir co m m ittee 's  p roposals, so a supplem ental report by your 
com m ittee  is an tic ipated .)

3) C om m unicated  to the N orth A m erican Presbyterian  and R eform ed C ouncil the action o f  the 
T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  on the p roposed "G olden R ule" C om ity  A greem ent as proposed 
by the N A PA R C , the agreem ent read ,
“That we affirm  the fo llow ing courteous code o f behavior to guide ou r church planting  m inistries 
in N orth A m erica:
1. W e will be sensitive to the p resence o f  ex isting  churches and m issions m inistries o f o ther 

N A PA R C  churches and w ill refrain from  en lis ting  m em bers o f  these ex isting  m inistries.
2. W e will com m unicate  w ith the equ iva len t o r appropria te  agency (denom inational m issions 

com m ittee  o r board . Presbytery  m issions o r church ex tension  com m ittee , o r session) before 
initiating church  planting  activ ities in a com m unity  w here N A PA R C  churches o r m issions 
m inistries exist.

3. W e will provide inform ation on  at least an annual basis describ ing  progress in our m inistries 
and future plans.

4. W e will encourage ou r regional hom e m issions leadership  to  develop  good w orking re la tion
sh ips."

The 13th GA revised item I to read "o th e r N A PA R C  C hurches, and will take great care in 
receiv ing  m em bers o f  these ex isting  m in istries ."  In item  2. the w ording  w as revised from  
“C om m unity” to "N e ig h b o rh o o d .” At the N ov. 20 . 1985 m eeting o f  the N A PA R C , it w as voted 
to revise item I . to read ,

"W e will be sensitive to the presence o f ex isting  churches and m issions m inistries o f  other 
N A PA R C  churches, and will refrain  from  enlisting  m em bers and take g rea t care in receiving  
m em bers  o f these ex isting  m in is tries .”

N A PA R C  requested that all churches adopt the uniform  w ording . See R ecom m endation  I .
4) D iscussed  and investigated the N ational A ssocia tion  o f  E vangelicals w ith the assistance o f  Dr.
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Billy M elvin , Executive Secretary o f  N A E , Dr. Jack  W hite , R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
N .A . m inister and v ice-president o f  N A E , Paul M cK aughan and Steve B row n. T he M arch 5 
m eeting o f  your com m ittee was held during  the N A E C onven tion  in K ansas C ity . See recom m en
dation 5.

5) Fraternal R elations w ith R eform ed C hurches ou tside  the U .S . and C anada w ere d iscussed , in 
consultation  w ith Paul M cK aughan. coord ina to r o f the M ission to the W orld  C om m ittee . See 
Recom m endation  4.

6) Inform ally d iscussed  w ith D r Jack  W hite (and the R PC N A  brothers present in K ansas C ity) the 
possibility  o f  the PCA extend ing  a fresh "J .an d  R ."  invitation  to the R PC N A . Sensitive to the 
d eep  convictions held by R PC N A  brethren in regard to princip les governing  w orship  (exclusive 
psalm nody and non-instrum ental m usic), the com m ittee inform ally exp lored  w ays that m ight 
allow  these brethren  to m aintain their conv ictions, yet be a part o f  a united church . T he possibility  
o f  "affin ity  presby teries" and congregational and institutional guaran tees w as d iscussed . Y our 
com m ittee reports that initial conversations with m em bers o f  the R PC N A  along this line are 
encouraging. See R ecom m endation  2.

7) E lected T E  M orton Sm ith and T E  Leon W arded to the P lanning  C om m ittee for the 1987 Joint 
A ssem blies at G rand R apids.

8) E lected T E  Leon W arded chairm an for 1986-87.
9) N am ed these as fraternal delegates to the 1986 A ssem blies/Synods:

A R P - T E  W illiam  B arker, Principal
T E  W illiam  L axton, A lternate 
RE G eorge G u lley , A lternate 

C RC  - T E  W illiam  S hed , Principal
T E  C harles H olliday , Principal 
T E  E. C . C ooley , A lternate 
T E  A ddison S oltau , A lternate 

KA PC - to be selected
O PC  - T E  H enry Lew is S m ith , Principal

TE Leon W arded , Principal 
T E  Jam es M ontgom ery B oice, A lternate 
T E  M orton  H. S m ith , A lternate 

R PC N A  - T E  Henry Lew is S m ith , Principal
T E  R obert D unn, Principal

D. R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. T hat the A ssem bly  ask N A PA R C  to define the phrase “ to refrain from  enlisting  m em bers” and 

the w ords "com m unicate" and “com m unity”  so that the PCA  will be better able to  act upon the 
N A PA R C  request for identical com ity  agreem ents.

2. That your com m ittee be given perm ission  to seek a jo in t m eeting w ith the Interchurch R elations 
C om m ittee o f the R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch o f N orth A m erica to d iscuss m utual relations 
and areas o f  cooperation , with the possibility  o f  p roposing next year a plan for jo in ing  and 
receiv ing  for consideration  by the 1987 G eneral A ssem bly .

3. T hat, if  desirab le, the G eneral A ssem bly instruct the com m ittee  to  prepare a statem ent o f  guiding 
princip les for ecum enical relations.

4. That at this tim e the PCA continue the policy  approved by the Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  (M /2  
G A, 11-29, III, 10. pp. 96, 345) regarding relations tow ards churches outside the United States 
and C anada.

5. That the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica now en ter into full m em bership  in the N ational A ssoci
ation o f  Evangelicals. Y our com m ittee  has thoroughly  studied the m atter over the course o f 
several years, and w ishes to  fully inform  you o f  reasons advanced for and against this proposal. 
A ttached are these papers:

Paper A - Reasons Favoring A ffiliation w ith the N ational A ssociation  o f  Evangelicals
Paper B - Statem ent o f Faith o f NAE
Paper C - Projected Annual Expense to  the PCA for M em bership  Fee in N A E
Paper D - M inority R eport, opposing jo in ing  N A E

6. In response to the C om m unication  from  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch , your C om m ittee  
recom m ends this answ er.
A. W e wish to thank the G eneral A ssem bly o f the O rthodox P resbyterian  C hurch  for the gracious 

com m unication  and kind invitation to appoint four persons to en ter into inform al d iscussions 
regarding our unity and cooperation . It is the feeling o f this assem bly  that at this tim e it 
w ould be an unproductive  use o f  the tim e and energy o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica
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and the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  and w ould  not prom ote  the unity and p rogress o f our 
respective bodies.

B B ecause o f  the above and recognizing  that one G eneral A ssem bly  m ay not b ind  the action 
o f future assem blies as fa r as it is w ithin the pow er, we recom m end that there be a m oratorium  
for the next three G eneral A ssem blies (through 1989) on the question  o f  union and union 
negotiations w ith the O rthodox P resbyterian  C hurch , and that we continue to enjoy  w arm  
and cordial relations w ith the O rthodox P resbyterian  C hurch  through the norm al channels o f 
the In terchurch  R elations C om m ittee.

7. In response to the com m unication  from  the R eform ed E piscopal C hurch  regarding  the developm ent 
o f fraternal re la tions, we recom m end that it be referred  to the In terchurch  R elations C om m ittee 
for study and that the previously  appoin ted  represen tatives o f the R eform ed E piscopal C hurch 
be given the privilege o f  the floor to  bring  greetings.

P ap er A 

M A JO R IT Y  R E P O R T  
C O M M IT T E E  O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S  

RE: A ffiliation  w ith the N A E

The Presbytery o f  the Pacific overtured  the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly  concerning  the possib ility  o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica  seeking  m em bersh ip  in the N ational A ssociation  o f  E vangelicals (N A E).

In 1985, we stated in our report that “the ram ifications o f  the question  o f ou r m em bersh ip  in the N A E 
are so great that we are unable to present an assessm ent at this tim e and request that ou r final report date 
be extended to the 1986 G eneral A ssem bly ."

D uring the intervening  m onths, we subm itted  questions to the Executive D irector o f  the N A E. H is reply 
concluded with “W e need and desire m ore representation  w ithin N A E from  the R eform ed tradition . A lso, 
as we m ove to the end o f  the decade , I an ticipate a reshap ing  o f  in terdenom inational w itness w ithin the 
U SA . Y our solid com m itm ent to Scrip tu re , counsel and gu idance w ould be m ost v a luab le ."

In add ition , individual m em bers o f the C om m ittee  w ere asked to personally  investigate one particu lar 
aspect o f  the N A E (M em bersh ip , D ecision-m aking  p rocess, the role o f  subsid iaries/affiliates, relationship  
to W EF, fund raising p ractices, and P C A ’s ro le). O ver its 43 year h isto ry , the N A E has m atured , correcting  
the objections raised  by the C hristian R eform ed C hurch in the 1950 's  so that the ecclesiastical functions o f  
the C hurch are not being perform ed by the N A E (e .g . ,  evangelism ).

A m eeting o f the C om m ittee w as held in K ansas C ity , M O , in M arch 1986 w hile the 44th Annual N A E 
C onvention  w as in session , g iv ing  us an opportunity  to exam ine, first hand , the N A E in operation .

In all that we do , the suprem e authority  for our decisions is to be the S crip tures o f the O ld and New 
T estam ents. Jo in ing  the N A E is not jo in ing  ano ther denom ination  o r church  w hich w ould  require a biblical 
basis for ecclesiastical union as is the case w ith the O PC  jo in ing  the PC A . For over 40  years, the N A E has 
proven to be a viable fe llow sh ip  o f  churches, organ izations and indiv iduals united  on the basis o f  a com m on 
Statem ent o f  Faith to m ake C hristian  conv ictions heard  at the national level and to dem onstra te  the oneness 
o f all true believers w ithout com prom ise  o f the conv ictions o f  its m em bers. The bib lical basis is that o f 
united action rather than ecclesiastical union.

It should be noted that the N A E doctrinal s tatem ent, adopted  by several m ission  boards w ith w hich 
M TW  has cooperative agreem ents, has been exam ined  and approved by p revious m eetings o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly. O ver the past 12 years, the e ffectiveness o f  these agreem ents has dem onstra ted  that the R eform ed 
w itness has not been confused , subm erged o r im paired by ou r affiliation w ith them . In fact, it has been 
received w ith both courtesy  and affirm ation.
R EC O M M E N D A T IO N : “ that the G eneral A ssem bly  affiliate  with the N ational A ssociation  o f Evangelicals ."

A. Advantages:
1. Jo in ing  the N A E will give us the opportunity  to  express ou r oneness w ith brothers and sisters 

w ithout the im plications o f  a C hurch  C ouncil o r doing ecc lesiastical functions. It w ill strengthen ou r identity 
as a biblical voice on the A m erican  scene w here the nam e “ P resby terian" frequently  is associated  with 
theological liberalism . O ur confession  o f  one holy catho lic  church  needs to  be m ore than a m ere confession  
(W estm inster C onfession  o f Faith , chapters 25 and 26);

— our Lord Jesus C hrist prayed , "N either pray I for these  a lone , but for them  also w hich shall 
believe on M e through their w ord; that they all m ay be o n e .. .” (John 17:20); and, the A postle Paul w rote, 
"w ith all low liness and m eekness, w ith longsuffering , forbearing  one ano ther in love; endeavoring  to keep 
the unity o f the Spirit in the bond o f  peace. T here  is one b o d y ..."  (E phesians 4:2-4)

2. Jo in ing  the N A E will m agnify  ou r voice in speaking  to  the m oral issues o f the day as we
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unite w ith 15 m illion o ther believers and 47  o ther N A E denom inations;
— by uniting w ith C hristians from  o ther com m unions, we w ill be in a be tte r position  to  put “ feet” 

to our prayers for national righteousness (P roverbs 14:35) and to  ou r he lp  for the w orld ’s poor and hungry , 
doing together w hat none can do alone.

3. Jo in ing  the N A E will en rich  ou r fe llow sh ip  and help  to  break dow n caricatu res o f  the R eform ed 
position and have ou r ow n caricatures o f  o ther com m unions corrected;

— we cannot afford the luxury o f  rem ain ing  apart in the face  o f  the m ateria listic  paganism  in 
A m erica. O ur brothers and sisters w ho love C hrist and honor H is W ord need to  know  that we are interested 
in having fellow ship  beyond ou r narrow  R eform ed fam ily.

4. Jo in ing  the N A E will enable us to  express ou r voice and theology in help ing  to form ulate 
and articulate a C hristian w orld and life view  w ithin the N A E;

— by uniting w ith C hristians from  o ther com m unions, we w ill have the opportun ity  to dialogue 
on central theological issues (e .g . ,  the Sovereignty  o f  god , the ex ten t o f  the a tonem ent, the k ingdom  o f  G od).

5. Jo in ing  the N A E will enable us to take up ou r responsib ilities for the m inistries o f the N A E 
com m issions/affiliates from  w hich the PC A  presently  benefits;

— m em bership  in the N A E will m ake the PCA a part ow ner o f  the W orld  R elie f C orpora tion , a 
wholly ow ned corporation  o f the NAE.

6. Jo in ing  the N A E will give us the opportun ity  to be linked w ith a w orld-w ide g roup  o f 
evangelicals;

— each national evangelical association  around the w orld  is a m em ber o f the W orld  E vangelical 
Fellow ship  (W EF). Both the N A E  and the W E F will provide a m uch needed sense o f support to  the PCA 
as she seeks to fulfill her L o rd ’s com m and to go into all the w orld and m ake d iscip les.

P ap er B

N A T IO N A L  A SSO C IA T IO N  O F  E V A N G E L IC A L S  
ST A T E M E N T  O F  FA ITH

1. W e believe the B ible to be the inspired , the on ly  in fallib le, au thorita tive  W ord o f  G od.
2. W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  ex isten t in three persons: Father, Son and Holy G host.
3. W e believe in the deity  o f our Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is v irgin b irth , in H is sin less life, in H is m iracles, 

in H is v icarious and atoning  death  through H is shed b lood , in H is bodily  resurrec tion , in H is ascension  
to the right hand o f  the father, and in H is personal return in pow er and g lory.

4. W e believe that for the salvation  o f  the lost and sinful m an regeneration  by the Holy Spirit is absolu tely  
essential.

5. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f the Holy Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enab led  to 
live a godly life.

6. W e believe in the resurrection  o f  both the saved and the lost; they that are saved un to  the resurrection  
o f  life and they that are lost un to  the resurrection  o f  dam nation .

7. W e believe in the spiritual unity o f  believers in ou r Lord Jesus C hrist.

Paper C  

P R O JE C T E D  A N N U A L  E X P E N SE  T O  
T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  

FO R  M E M B E R S H IP  IN N A E

M em bership Fee ...........................................................................................................................................................  $ 7 ,250
(145 ,000  5 cents per com m unicant)

R epresentatives to C om m issions (Som e m eet only  at A nnual C onven tion):Foreign  M ission , C hristian  
Education , B roadcasting, C hap lains, H igher E ducation , Lay M in istries, H om e M ission , Social A ction , 
S tew ardship  and W orld R elief
E stim ated  M axim um  C ost .......................................................................................................................................  $ 4 ,5 0 0
N A E Annual C onvention:
PCA w ould be entitled  to  send *10 representatives $ 8 ,000
Total pro jected  C ost ................................................................................................................................................... $ 19 ,750
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* This assum es P C A 's  com m ission  m em bers w ould com prise  eight o f  ten represen ta tives we w ould be
entitled  to send.

Paper D

M IN O R IT Y  R E P O R T  
C O M M IT T E E  O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S  

RE: Proposed  M em bersh ip  in N A E

The m inority  feels that the G eneral A ssem bly  should not act to jo in  the N ational A ssociation  o f E vangel
icals at this tim e. This conclusion  is reached for the follow ing reasons:

1 The PCA has not yet m ade a study o f  the princip les that should govern  ou r relations with
non-ecclesiastical bodies. The request for such a study is being brought to the A ssem bly  this 
year. To take action regarding  such an organization  p rio r to agreeing  on  the princip les that govern 
such re la tionships goes against the B iblical instruction  to do  all th ings decently  and in order.

2. The PCA  should aw ait the results o f  the O PC  vote on jo in ing  and receiv ing , since the O PC  has 
stood against m em bership  in the N A E  dow n through the years. For this question  to be ra ircd  
and proposed at this tim e m ay well be used by those in the O PC  w ho oppose jo in ing  the PCA. 
The m inority feels that the PCA  should not take unnecessary  actions that w ould suggest that the 
invitation to  the O PC  w as not s incerely in tended. If  the O PC  A ssem bly  has voted fo r the jo in ing  
p rior to the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  o f the PC A , then as a m atter o f good faith this action 
should be postponed at least until a fter the O P C  presbyteries and next A ssem bly have com pleted  
their action on the m atter.

3. T he practical aspects  o f  being  m em bers o f  such an organ ization  a lso  should be considered , such 
as, tim e and expenses that w ill be expended on m em bersh ip  in the o rganization . The estim ated  
cost o f belonging to the N A E w ith 150,000 m em bers, is $ 7 ,500  p lus travel and cost o f attendance 
for about 10 persons, w hich w ould add an additional estim ated  $ 5 ,(XX). T he m inority  is o f  the 
opin ion  that if the A ssem bly should vote m em bersh ip  in such an o rgan iza tion , the costs should 
not com e from  ou r present C om m ittee  budgets, but be assessed  from  each congregation . Until 
the denom ination  funds its budgets it should not add non-PC A  organ izations to those budgets. 
The m inority also po in ts out that m em bersh ip  will be tim e-consum ing  on  the part o f  those who 
becom e involved in the N A E o rgan izations. How  m em bersh ip  in the various com m issions o f 
N A E w ould be designated  has not been considered  by the Interchurch C om m ittee . T his again 
serves as a reason for delaying any action on this recom m endation .

4. The follow ing study o f the doctrinal statem ent o f  the N A E and its purposes a lso  ra ises questions 
about w hether it is appropria te  for the PCA  to affiliate w ith it:

T he S tatem ent o f  Faith Exam ined

T he constitu tion  o f  the N A E says: "M em bersh ip  shall require adherence w ithout reservation  to 
the statem ent o f faith and w illingness to support the A ssociation  . ..  as a p rerequisite  to  participating 
in any given m eeting each  designated  representa tive  shall signify  his unqualified  adherence to 
the statem ent o f fa ith ."  A ppropriate ly , the requirem ent o f m em bersh ip  in the o rgan ization , it is 
incum bent upon us to exam ine each  o f the seven statem ents o f faith to see w hether we can give 
"adherence w ithout reservation” and the "unqualified  adherence to the statem ent o f fa ith" that 
is expected  o f  us. N aturally , we w ho hold to the reform ed faith w ould  not expect to find the 
N A E hold ing reform ed d istinctives. W e are not looking  for that as we exam ine these statem ents, 
but we are looking to see if  the seven statem ents as set forth are good statem ents o f the C hristian 
faith that we hold w ith others.

" I . W e believe the B ible to be the inspired , the only infallib le, au thorita tive  W ord o f  G o d ."

In exam in ing  this statem ent we w ould  point out that it fails to say all that we as Presbyterians 
in the PCA say about Scrip ture. N otice that we in ou r o rdination  vow s affirm  far m ore than 
that expressed  in this statem ent. W e require o u r ord inands to answ er affirm atively  the follow ing 
question: "D o you believe the Scrip ture  o f  the O ld and New T estam ent, as orig inally  g iven , 
to be the inerrant W ord o f  G od , the only  infallible rule o f faith and practice?" N ote that in
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our form  o f  affirm ation  we are defin ing  w hat w e m ean by the Scrip tures o r the B ible, nam ely , 
the O ld and the N ew  T estam ents. T his is not done in the N A E  statem ent. W e hold  to the 
inerrancy o f  the Scrip tu res, w hich is not explic itly  affirm ed in the N A E  statem ent. Both 
statem ents affirm  that it is the only  infallible W ord , but the P resbyterian  statem ent d raw s out 
the im plication  that it is the only infallib le  rule o f  faith and practice. It is far m ore explic it 
than is the N A E statem ent. O ne cou ld  affirm  the N A E  statem ent and not be saying anything 
about his personal faith and practice. C an we give w ithout reservation  ou r affirm ative answ er 
to this statem ent o f  faith?

“ 2. W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  ex isten t in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy 
Sp irit."

H ere again if  we com pare the P resbyterian  affirm ation  concern ing  the T rin ity  and that o f  the 
N A E , we will find that the N A E statem ent is seriously  defic ien t. T he S horter C atechism  
says that there is but one only , the liv ing  and true G od , and that this G od ex ists  in three 
P ersons, Father, Son and H oly Sp irit, the sam e in substance equal in pow er and g lory. A gain , 
a com parison  o f  our Standards w ith  those o f  the N A E  show s that the W estm inste r S tandards 
state a very im portant aspect o f  the doctrine  o f the T rin ity . It is the fact o f  the equality  o f 
the three Persons in the T rin ity , that all three  are equally  G od . There is m uch loose thought 
about this today am ong evangelicals.

“ 3. W e believe in the deity  o f  ou r Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is v irgin b irth , in H is sin less life, in 
H is m iracles, in H is v icarious and atoning  death  th rough H is shed b lood , in H is bodily 
resurrection , in H is ascension  to  the right hand o f  the F ather and in H is personal return in 
pow er and g lo ry .”

As we look at this in com parison  again w ith the W estm inster C atech ism s, we find that it is 
defic ien t in c learly  affirm ing that C hrist w as both “G od  and m an in tw o  d istinct natures and 
one person fo rev er.” T he N A E statem ent affirm s the deity  o f  C hrist, it im plies the hum anity  
by affirm ing the virgin b irth , but does not m ake c lear the doctrine  that w as ham m ered  out 
in the early  C hurch and affirm ed by C hristendom  in general ever since the first four ecum enical 
councils. As fo r the w ork o f C hrist, the phrases do  give a fa ir sum m ary o f  th is , though the 
satisfaction  aspect o f  the A tonem ent is not c learly  stated.

“4 . W e believe that for the salvation o f  lost and sinful m an regeneration  by the H oly Spirit is 
absolu tely  e ssen tia l.”

From  the reform ed perspective  there certa in ly  could  be no ob jection  to this statem ent. It is 
s trik ing , how ever, that there  is no reference in this statem ent o f  faith  to  the great R eform ation  
principle o f justifica tion  by faith  a lone. T here  is a sense in w hich a R om an C atholic  could 
affirm  all that is affirm ed in this statem ent o f faith . It is like the A p o stle ’s C reed in that it 
does not set forth  that w hich is the d istingu ish ing  feature o f  P ro testan tism , nam ely , justifica tion  
by faith.

“5. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f  the H oly Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is 
enabled  to live a godly life .”

A gain, for reform ed C hristians, there is no objection  to this statem ent. O ne m ight w ant to 
affirm  m ore about the dying  to sin and living m ore unto  G od , but this statem ent is a  satisfactory  
sum m ary statem ent on the subject, as far as it goes.

"6. W e believe in the resurrection  o f  both  the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto  the 
resurrection  o f  life and they that are lost unto  the resurrection  o f  d am n a tio n .”

Here we see an affirm ation  o f  w hat we w ould  all a ffirm , that there is to  be a resurrection  o f 
both , and o f  the fact that there will be tw o final s tates, though th is is not as explic itly  stated 
as one m ight like. In o ther w ords, it w ould be p referable to affirm  the e tern ity  o f  salvation 
and the etern ity  o f  condem nation  o r punishm ent. T here  is no reference here to the personal 
return o f C hrist, though this w as included in the th ird article o f this statem ent.
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“7. W e believe in the spiritual unity  o f  believers in ou r Lord Jesus C h ris t.”

A gain, we w ould find no objection  to this s tatem ent, and see it as being  added at the end o f 
the w hole , in particu lar because o f the fact that this is an organ ization  seeking to m anifest 
such a sp iritual unity  in a v isible w ay.

As we exam ine the various po in ts o f  above, it is c lear that there are som e ra ther serious w eaknesses in 
the affirm ations m ade by the N A E in its statem ents o f  faith . W e w ould  w ant to say m uch m ore than is said 
in these statem ents. To give “unqualified  adherence” to  th is s tatem ent, and to hold to  them  “w ithout any 
reservation” m ay be m ore than m ost o f  us w ould w ant to do  since there  are the w eaknesses noted above.

T he Purpose o f  the O rgan ization  Exam ined

“(a) T o  affirm  ou r com m itm ent to h istoric B iblical C hristian ity  as sum m arized  in ou r S ta tem ent o f 
Faith , taking a distinct position  from  those c la im ing  to represen t C hristian ity  but not having  a
loyalty  to the W ord o f  G od and the G ospel o f  ou r Lord Jesus C hrist;

"(b ) T o  provide a m eans o f  fe llow sh ip  and voluntary  united action w ithout the exercise  o f  executive 
o r legislative contro l over constituen t m em bers;

“ (c) T o  furnish opportunity  for m ore effective w itness and m inistry  through national program s, the 
serv ices o f  our com m issions and affiliates and the activ ities  o f  ou r reg iona l, state and local 
organizations;

“ (d) T o  represent the evangelical cause by confron ting  society w ith the relevance o f the G ospel o f 
Jesus C hrist and the im peratives o f the W ord o f G o d ."

As we analyze the statem ent o f purpose we see that (a) is set in opposition  to the liberal ecum enical
organ izations, those cla im ing  to represent C hristian ity , but not having a loyalty  to the W ord o f  G od and
the G ospel. O ne may question  w hether h isto ric . B iblical C hristian ity  is really  sum m arized  by the statem ent 
o f  faith , w hich we have already exam ined. The PCA  has already m ade her affirm ation  and com m itm ent to 
h istoric B iblical C hristian ity  as set forth in ou r ow n doctrinal S tandards. O ne may question  w hether it is 
necessary for us to affirm  a lesser standard as ou r com m itm ent to B iblical C hristian ity , w hich is w hat this 
w ould involve fo r the denom ination . W e w ho hold to  the reform ed faith believe that this expression  o f the 
faith is the best expression  o f  B iblical C hristian ity . The m uch reduced statem ent o f  the N A E is fa r less than 
h istoric B iblical C hristian ity . O ne can certain ly  question  w hether a denom ination  should take this sort o f  a 
stand w hen it has a m uch fu ller position  as its com m itm ent. For those w ho hold to the reform ed faith , the 
affirm ation  and com m itm ent to the h isto ric . B iblical C hristian ity  is noth ing  less than affirm ation  and 
com m itm ent to the reform ed faith . T he N A E statem ent is certain ly  a m uch w eaker a ffirm ation .

It is a m atter o f  judgm en t as to w hether the last three stated purposes actually  provide the avenue for 
a m eans o f  a m ore effective  w itness and m inistry  through national p rogram s and a m eans o f  confronting  
society w ith the relevance o f the G ospel. A gain , w hat has been affirm ed  regard ing  the doctrinal position 
can also  be affirm ed regarding  these . For those o f  us w ho hold  to  the fu ll-orbed reform ed view  o f  the faith 
the jo in ing  o f  hands with those w ith w hat we consider to  be dev iations from  true B iblical C hristian ity  again 
may be a w atering dow n o f  ou r testim ony.

O ne o f the reasons that the C hristian  R eform ed C hurch  w ithdrew  from  the N A E in the past w as because 
they felt that the organization  w as perform ing functions that are reserved only fo r the C hurch. The N A E 
today claim s not to be doing  these th ings, and yet the various serv ice o rgan izations, e tc .,  that they m aintain 
certain ly  are perform ing functions that are norm ally the functions o f  the C hurch .

The position that the PCA took in its A ddress to  All C hurches declares that we believe that the C hurch , 
and the C hurch alone, is to carry on the functions o f  the C hurch , and that we do  not have the right to 
establish  any o ther agencies than those that C hrist has estab lished  for the carry ing  on o f  the C h u rch 's  
functions. To work w ith the NAE m ay w ell com prom ise this position . As a denom ination  we have already 
com prom ised  this principle with the use o f  parachurch  m ission agencies, but there  is no reason for us to 
com pound the problem  further by additional approval o f  parachurch  agencies doing the w ork o f the C hurch.

A third m ajor area that needs to be review ed before entering  into this type o f  an affiliation  is the expense 
involved in it. T here  is not only the expense o f  m oney, but also  the tim e and efforts o f m en who will be 
p laced on com m ittees and agencies o f  the N A E , if  we as a denom ination  jo in  it. It is quite c lear from  the 
financial history that the denom ination  does not adequately  support its ow n present budgets. T o  add another 
budgetary item  such as this to the d e nom ina tion 's  budget w ould  only burden us m ore. If  the denom ination  
should jo in  this o rgan ization , it is the hope o f the m inority  o f  this C om m ittee  that the A ssem bly  will m ake 
this low on the priority  list as far as expenditures are concerned , and that if  there  are not enough funds for 
o u r ow n program s, no funding will go  to  the N A E o r to sending  represen ta tives to it. In o ther w ords, unless
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we fully support ou r ow n program s we ought not to be involved in the syphoning o ff  o f o u r funds to another 
organization . T he sam e is true w ith regard to the tim e and energy o f  ou r m en. T he tasks that face us as a 
denom ination  are trem endous. They are a ll-consum ing o f our tim e and energ ies. For us to en te r into an 
a ffiliation that w ould dilu te  this com m itm ent to spreading the reform ed faith across this nation and across 
the w orld is a m ost questionable  procedure.

For the above reasons, the m inority  believes that the PCA should n o ten te r into affiliation  as a denom ination  
with the NAE.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. That the A ssem bly direct the In terchurch  R elations C om m ittee  to study and develop  a position 

paper setting forth the principles that should govern  the relations o f  the PCA to non-ecclesiastical 
organizations.

2. That the A ssem bly d efer action on jo in ing  the N A E until it has first studied  and adopted  principles 
that shall serve as guidelines as to w hat relations a C hurch may have w ith non-ecclesiastical 
organizations.

3. That the Interchurch R elations C om m ittee be d irected  to review  its recom m endation  to jo in  the 
N A E in the light o f the position paper and o f  the questions ra ised  in the com m ents o f  the m inority  
report regarding the N A E doctrinal statem ent and statem ent o f  purpose.

R espectfully  subm itted .

M orton H Sm ith 
D onald E. B oerem a
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APPENDIX I

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICAL BUSINESS 

TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. N A R R A T IV E
The C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness functions as a perm anent com m ittee o f  the G eneral A ssem bly 

reporting directly  to the G eneral A ssem bly . D uring the m eetings o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , the com m ittee 
serves the A ssem bly as a constitu tional com m ittee (R A O  7-6). B etw een A ssem blies, the com m ittee  seeks 
to carry out the duties assigned by the G eneral A ssem bly and serves the S tated C lerk , the C om m ittees and 
the A gencies o f the A ssem bly , and the inferior courts o f  the church  in an advisory  capacity  on  constitu tional 
and theological m atters. T hroughout the year, the com m ittee has sought to  be sensitive to  the param eters 
specified  by the G eneral A ssem bly fo r the com m ittee  in carry ing  out its functions.

The com m ittee  has met since the previous A ssem bly  on three occasions to  date  (M arch 26. 1986); 
A ugust 22. 1985 by conference call; N ovem ber 7-8 , 1985; February 20-22, 1986. B ecause the com m ittee 
receives m aterials beyond the deadline for the publication  o f the C o m m issio n e r's  H andbook, there will be 
an extended supplem ent in the H andbook S upplem ent available at reg istration .

Serving on the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness this year were:
T each ing E lders C lass R ulin g E lders
Joe G ard iner, Jr. 1986 H en ry G . Sm ith
R odney K ing. C hairm an 1987 John Van V oorhis
Paul G ilchrist 1988 W illiam  H uffm an, Sec.
Robert Ferguson 1989 John Thom pson
Henry M ueller A lt. M ark Belz

The com m ittee m eetings w ere also  attended by the S tated  C lerk , T E  M orton Sm ith , and M r. A rthur 
M atthew s. Editor o f the PCA M essenger. M iss C athy E llis, from  the Stated C le rk 's  o ffice , rendered  very 
valuable and m uch appreciated  assistance by a ttending  and recording  the activ ities o f  the com m ittee  on the 
com puter.

M atters o f  business considered  by the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness w ere as follows:
A. A SSIG N M E N T S BY P R E V IO U S A SSE M B L IE S

1. Proposed am endm ent to B CO  45 to c larify  the issue o f  acceptable d issen ts . See R ecom m endation  I .
2 R eview  o f  the M inutes o f  Palm etto  Presbytery  for 1984. See R ecom m endation  2.
3. Review  the action o f C entral C aro lina  P resbytery  regarding  an exception  to their M inutes o f 1983.

See R ecom m endation  3.
B. JU D IC IA L  C A SE S

1. C ase 1: C om plain t o f  T E  G entry  et a t. against C alvary  P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  4.
2. C ase 2: C om plain t o f  T E  H athaw ay el a t. against G race P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  5.
3. C ase 3: C om plain t o f  RE K night against Palm etto  P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  6.
4. C ase 4: A ppeal o f  T E  S teele against G reat Lakes P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  7.
5. C ase S: A ppeal o f RE A bee el a t. against Jam es R iver P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  8.

C . C O N ST IT U T IO N A L  IN Q U IR IE S
I . C onstitu tional Inquiry #  1. From  the G ainesville  Presbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom m endation  9.
"A s we have read the Book o f  C hurch O rder  we cannot find any rule that forbids us from  having
several pastors on the staff o f our church  (as opposed to associate and assistan t p as to rs)  If there
is som ething in ou r standards that prohib its this practice, p lease inform  us o f  it.”

A N SW ER
''T he  PCA  BC O  4-3 reads 'I ts  ju risd ic tion , being a jo in t pow er, is lodged in the church session , 

w hich consists o f its Pastor, Pastors, its A ssociate Pastor(s) and its R uling E ld e rs .' BC O  12-1 (4) reads 
'T he  church Session consists o f  the pasto r, associate pastor(s), if there be any , and the R uling Elders 
o f a c h u rc h .' T hus the BC O  is not consisten t.

PCA practice has been to recognize one pasto r as the sen io r pasto r ' in churches served by m ultiple 
pastors. (See B C O  12-1 and 23-1 .3 )

Since the B C O  m akes no specific provision  for co-pasto rs, various sections w hich clearly  envision  
a single pasto r w ould cause difficu lties for w hich the BC O  provides no so lution (e .g . the M oderator 
o f  the Session , succession  to the Senior Pastor).
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O n the principle o f  plurality  o f  e lders, the concep t o f  co -pasto r w ould  not be en im ical to 
presbyterianism . That 'm ultip le  pasto rs ' o r ‘co -p asto rs’ have historical precedent in p resbyterianism  
is found in W hat is P resbyterian  Law ? , J .A . H odge, 1903 e d .,  p .49. 'W h a t are co-pasto rs?  M inisters 
associated  as pastors over one o r m ore churches, having equal au th o rity .'T h e  B C O  o f  the PC U S, 
1932, X IV . 64 reads ‘In churches w here there are 2 o r m ore P astors, they shall, w hen present, 
a lternately p re s id e 'fa t a session m eeting).

In view  o f  th is, the use o f m ultiple pastors should  be avoided. The Session  m ay w ant to  ask the 
p resbytery  to overture the G eneral A ssem bly  for a constitu tional change to allow  su ch .”

2. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 2 .  From  the W estm inster P resbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom m endation  10.
"M ay the Session approve an individual to participate in the L o rd ’s tab le w ho is not a m em ber in 

good standing  in an evangelical church ?”

A N SW ER
"No. T he m in ister m ay (at the d iscretion  o f  the Session) invite  partic ipan ts  to the L o rd 's  Table  by 

e ither o f  tw o  m ethods (B C O  58-4):
1. He m ay invite “all those w ho p ro fess... and are com m unican ts  in good s ta n d in g .. . .”
2. He m ay invite those approved by the Session . T h is la ter m ethod refers to “c losed  com m union” , 
by w hich those w ho are m em bers o f  particu lar churches o ther than the host church m ust be exam ined 
by the Session in o rder to be perm itted to partic ipate . In e ither case , m em bersh ip  in good standing  in 
a evangelical church is required. (See W C F  X X V  2-3 , W LC  Q & A  62 and 63. See a lso  W arfie ld , Plan  
o f  Sa lva tion , for the historical defin ition  o f  e v an g e lica l.)”

3. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 3 .  From  the Presbytery  o f  N orth T exas. See R ecom m endation  11.

The questions w ere in regard  to jud ic ia l procedure in a particu lar case.

A N SW ER
"T he C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness is not able to answ er the specific questions as stated. The 

questions ask m ore than an in terpretation o f  the constitu tional issues and go  beyond the scope o f our 
authority  as stated in the M anual o f O perations for the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness (5 -2 , c , 4 , a). 
W e o ffer the follow ing inform ation.

M em bers (and officers) m ay be rem oved from  the rolls o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
through the follow ing provisions:

1. B C O  38-4 upon their jo in ing  ano ther church.
2. B C O  27-5 (see also  46-2) after full d iscip linary  process.
3. BC O  4 6 -2 ,3 ,4  when they have m oved beyond the bounds o f  the chu rch ."

4. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 4 .  From  the A bbot M em orial C hurch . See R ecom m endation  12.
"1 . W hat constitu tes w illful neglect o f the church  (BCO 46-5)?  D oes one o r tw o appearances at church 
per year, for exam ple, constitu te a p roper keeping o f  the m em bersh ip  vow s o r is delinquency  a m atter 
the Session  m ust decide according to each  individual situation?
2. C an a m em ber currently  under d iscipline resign h is o r her m em bership  o r transfer to  ano ther church?
3. C an a Session that is contem plating  discip line o f  an indiv idual for delinquency  o r som e gross crim e 
and/or heresy o ffer such an individual the option o f resigning so as to avoid  the d iscip line process?
4. C an a m em ber sim ply resign his or her m em bership  at will under any c ircum stances?"

A N SW ER
" I . W hat constitu tes 'w illfu l neg lect’ m ust be defined  by the Session , subject to the review  and control 
o f  the h igher courts.
2a. T he BC O  has no provision for a m em ber to 're s ig n ' his o r her church  m em bership  under any 
circum stances.
2b. In cases o f transfer o f  m em bership , B C O  46-3  p rovides that the ju risd ic tion  resides in the original 
Session , w hich may decline to transfer and p roceed w ith the appropria te  d iscip linary  process itself 
(BCO  46-3 , 12-5). O r it m ay transfer the m em bership  along w ith the charges pending (cf. B C O  38-4).
3. 'N o  com m uning o r noncom m uning m em ber o f the C hurch  should be allow ed to stray from  the 
Scrip tu re’s d iscip line. T herefo re, teaching e lders must: a) instruct the officers in d iscip line , b) instruct 
the congregation  in d iscip line, c) jo in tly  practice  it in the con text o f  the congrega tion  an d  church  
co u rts .' (B C O  21-4, em phasis added). T herefo re, the Session  should not avoid  the d iscip linary  process 
by the o ffering  o r acceptance o f  a so-called 'res ig n a tio n '.
4. See 2a ."
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5. C onstitu tional Inquiry  # 5 .  From  the G ainesville  Presbyterian  C hurch  regard ing  m en w ho have 
taken exceptions w ith the C onstitu tional S tandards. See R ecom m endation  13.

“ ,..[W ]e  have a considerable  am ount o f  d isagreem ent over how  a teach ing  o r ru ling  e ld e r is to 
handle the issues on w hich he d iffers from  the official PC A  stand. S pecifically , is he allow ed to  preach 
and teach  his view s even w hen they d iffer from  the view s o f  the denom ination?

A N SW ER
“W hen a m an is ordained  w ith the allow ance o f  excep tions to h is full accep tance o f  the PCA 

standards, he thereby ob ta ins (1) approval o f his su itab ility  to function  w ith in  the o rda ined  o ffice , and
(2) liberty  to believe and live in som e w ay not fully in accord  w ith  som e portion  o f  those standards. 
This allow ance o f  excep tions, how ever, does not w arrant his teaching  o r preach ing  o f  that m atter 
w hich constitu tes an exception  to  the standards. N or does it w arrant such p ropagation  and /o r practice 
as to  d isturb  the peace and purity  o f the church . T he cou rt o f  ju risd ic tion  m ust determ ine in each 
situation w hether such unw arranted  actions have o ccu rred ."

6. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 6 .  From  the S tony Poin t R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch. See R ecom m en
dation  14.

" ...(C jo n ce m in g  the in terpretation  o f  the p rovision  in chap ter 46  o f  ou r B ook o f D iscip line  that 
w hen a m em ber m oves aw ay from  the church  he has a year in w hich to affiliate w ith  ano ther church , 
after w hich he m ay be rem oved from  the rolls. The question  is, w hat p rocedure  shall be fo llow ed  in 
doing th is. D oes the B ook o f D iscip line  env ision  our re turn ing to 27-5 and fo llow ing  the form al 
d iscip linary  p rocedures, o r m ay his nam e sim ply be rem oved w ithout any further d iscip linary  steps?”

A N SW ER
“W here a m em ber rem oves h im self from  the area  o f  the local church , 46-2  con tro ls  (note  especially

3); 46-5  is not applicable  excep t w ith m em bers w ho  have show n a spirit o f  w illful neg lect. T he session , 
in such cases, should com m unicate  any action taken under 46-2  to  the m em ber a ffec ted .”

7. C onstitu tional Inquiry  # 7 .  From  M issouri Presbytery  regard ing  procedure  in the course o f  a trial. 
See R ecom m endation  15.

A N SW ER
“ It appears to the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness that answ ers to the questions it has been asked 

w ould in effect resolve m any o f the issues raised in the com plain t pending  before the P resbytery . It 
w ould  be im proper for the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness to  predeterm ine substan tive  m atters regarding 
w hich a com plain t has been filed, o r in w hich the m atter is already in jud ic ia l p rocess (M l I G A , p. 
97 , item  8). W e suggest to the p resbytery  that if they find them selves in the situation  described  in 
B C O  41 -2 , they m ight consider referring  the com plain t, o r the entire  m atte r, to the G eneral A ssem bly  .”

8 . C onstitu tional Inquiry # 8 .  From  the Trin ity  P resbyterian  C hurch. See R ecom m endation  16. 
“ 1. C an a com plain t be filed against the actions o f  a congregational m eeting? (B C O  43-1) Is a 
congregational m eeting  considered  a 'chu rch  co u rt’?
2. C an a congregation  decide that its session m ust adopt a ro tational system ? O r m ust the session 
adopt the ro tational system  at the request o f  the congregation?
3. C an a congregation  by its vote in a congregational m eeting  rotate all o f  its e lders o ff  o f  the session 
and all o f its deacons o ff  o f  the d iaconate?  (w ithout ro tating  anyone on)
4. W ith regard to B C O  24-6, w hat is the p rocedure  to follow  if an entire  session  ‘becom es unacceptable  
in his (its) official capacity  to a m ajority  o f  the ch u rch ? ' O bviously  the entire  session will not act to 
dissolve  itself; w hat can the congregation  do  if  the session will not act?
5. D oes the phrase in B C O  46-5 'sh o u ld  exercise  p roper discip line by dele ting  such  nam es from  the 
church  ro l l . . . ’ re fe r to excom m unication?
6. Is BC O  38-2 regarding  a com m uning m em ber’s request to be transferred  to the roll o f non-com m unic
ants constitu tional in view  o f  the priv ilege and duty o f  partaking  o f the sacram ent o f  the L o rd ’s Supper 
incum bent upon those who profess fa ith?  Is B C O  38-2 consistent w ith W C F  X X V II and X X IX  and 
L .C . Q .63 ; 161-164; 168-175?"

A N SW ER
I . No. The congregation  is not a court o f the church  (B C O  10-2), and a com plain t according to B C O  
42 can only be lodged against a court o f  the C hurch . All m atters before a congregational m eeting  are 
placed before the m eeting by the Session  (B C O  25:2), w hether the m eeting  w as called  by the Session 
itse lf o r by the Session at the request o f the congregation . C om plain ts m ay be lodged against a decision
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o f  the Session to place a m atter before a congregational m eeting , o r not to place a m atter before the 
congregation . S im ilarly  a com plain t m ay be lodged against a decision  o f a Session  to im plem ent or 
not to im plem ent an action o f  the congregation .
2. BC O  3-1 indicates that the pow er o f the choice o f officers vests in the people as a w hole. The 
BC O  does not explicitly  state w here the pow er is vested to determ ine (under the B C O ) w hether the 
system  o f  officers is to be ro tational o r perpetual. W e w ould  therefore urge m utual subjection  in 
determ ining  the m atter (Eph. 5:21). W here an insurm ountable  conflic t occurs betw een a session and 
the congregation , the presbytery m ay be invited to arb itrate the conflic t (B C O  13-9, 40 -5 , 4 1 , 42, 
43). Any decision  to have a rotational system  o f ru ling  officers m ust be m ade in accordance w ith the 
procedures o f the BC O  and the Bylaws o f that church  (BCO 25-7. M 3G A  3 -89, p. 113). W ith regard 
to the rotation system . ... the B C O  w as deliberately  w ritten neither to  prom ote nor to prohibit the 
rotational system  o f church officers. The G eneral A ssem bly  has repeatedly  affirm ed this position 
(M IG A  1-46, p. 35; 1-SI. p. 64; M 2G A , 2 -98 . p. 72; M 7G A  7 -41, p. 105; M BGA  8 -88, p. 118).' 
M I2 G A . p. 127, item  20 ."
3. No. O fficers may be rem oved from  the session o r diaconal board apart from  a ro tational plan in 
accordance with B C O  24-6 o r o ther discip linary  p rovisions o f the BC O . W here a ro tational system  
for officers has been adopted , (see answ er to # 2  above) ro tation  o f  officers o ff  the session  o r diaconal 
board should be carried  out in accordance w ith that plan.
4. W here an insurm ountable conflict occurs betw een a session and the congregation , the presbytery 
m ay be invited to arbitrate the conflic t (BCO 13-9, 40-5 , 41 , 42 . 43).
5. Y es, in effect this constitu tes excom m unication  though it is called 'd e le tio n '.  It should be em phasized  
that BC O  46-5 requires that the procedures set forth  in B C O  27-5 be fo llow ed. (See also  M 13G A  p. 
239, item D | l |  I; p 107, item 43)
6. Though BC O  38-2 is part o f the C onstitu tion , this provision  o f the B C O  is currently  in the process 
o f being deleted . The 13th G eneral A ssem bly decided  that:
A. O ur Lord by specific com m and m andates that C hristians shall com m une o r partake o f  the L o rd 's  

Supper (Luke 22:19; I C or. 11:24). There is no valid  reason for an adult com m uning m em ber to 
transfer his nam e to the roll o f noncom m uning m em bers nor for Sessions to  grant such a request.
B. N o session representatively  nor teaching nor ruling e lder individually has offered  supportive reason 
for the inclusion o f BC O  38-2 after notice o f  possible repeal and due tim e for response having e la p se d . ' 
(M I3 G A , p. 103. item ID "

9. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 9 .  From  the C ovenant Presbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom m endation  17. 
“ 1. A re rotating  Sessions perm issible according  to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder?
2. M ay the Session lim it the num ber o f o fficers  s tanding for election?
3. M ay the nam es o f those e ligible for election  be prin ted  before the day o f  e lection?
4. W hat grounds are allow ed the Session for d isallow ing  the nom ination  o f  any m en nom inated  by 
the congregation?
5. A re there any lim itations with regard to w hen an e lection  m ay be held , i .e . .  once a year o r m ore 
o r less often .’

Enclosed p lease find a copy o f the present procedures w hich are a part o f  our policy m anual. W e 
request that you review  these procedures . . ."

A N SW ER
" I .  See M I2 G A  p. 127, item 20.
2. The session is to declare all o f  those who are elig ib le  but m ay not o therw ise determ ine the num ber 
o f  o fficers to be elected The num ber o f officers to be e lected  shall be determ ined by the congregation
(B C O  24-1).
3. Y es. (M 7GA  p. 101, item 4)
4. The grounds allow ed the session for d isallow ing the nom ination  o f  any m an nom inated  by the 
congregation  shall be their failure to conform  to B iblical and constitu tional standards. (BC O  24-1. 
MBGA  p. 119, item  19; M 7G A  p. 80 . item  3) 5. There are no constitu tional lim itations o ther than 
the 30 day notice prior to an e lection . The com m ittee  declines to review  the Bylaws subm itted  because 
it is not au thorized to so d o ”

10. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 0 .  From  the Presbytery o f  Eastern C anada regarding the refusal o f the 
13th G eneral A ssem bly to accept a judicia l reference. See R ecom m endation  18.

"In our understanding  o f ...th e  ruling o f the A ssem bly  none o f  the parties could  pursue jud icia l 
process, and thus, any com plain t o r charges could  not be evaluated . W e m ay, how ever, have m isun 
derstood o r overlooked som ething and w ould appreciate any c larification  you could  give concerning  
the action. . . '
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A N SW ER
“The recom m endation  o f  the com m ittee  and the determ ination  o f the A ssem bly  have application  

to the jud icia l process in the courts o f  the P C A ."

11. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 1 .  From  the P resbytery  o f  the A scension . See R ecom m endation  19. 
"R e BC O  19 -2 .D ., m ust the w ritten  serm on be p resented  to the presby tery  before a cand idate  m ay

be licensed , o r is it the in tention to m ake it op tiona l, i.e . before the presby tery  o r  b efore the com m ittee , 
as is c lear w ith regard to the oral serm on?”

A N SW ER
"T he candidate m ust present both a w ritten  serm on and an oral serm on. T he w ritten  serm on m ust 

be presented (availab le) to  the presby tery  before a candidate  can be licensed. T he oral presentation  
m ay be before e ither the p resbytery  o r its co m m ittee ."

12. C onstitu tional Inquiry (appended to C ase 4 ). F rom  the G reat Lakes P resbytery . See R ecom m en
dation  20.

“The A ppellant. .. Is he d ivested  from  office  o r is that action o f  Presbytery  suspended until the 
G eneral A ssem bly’s C om m ission  has acted?”

A N SW ER
"Y es the judgm en t is suspended , unless the court fo r sufficient reasons, w hich are duly  recorded , 

by separate action puts the censure  into effect.
G rounds: See B C O  30-1 , 30-5 , 34-10 , and 4 2 -6 ."

D. A D V IC E  T O  T H E  ST A T E D  C L E R K
1. R egarding the possible conflic t betw een RA O  6-1 and 8-1. The C om m ittee  advised  the S tated  C lerk 
that there w as no conflic t. R eports from  A d-Interim  C om m ittees go  d irectly  to the A ssem bly , not through 
C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners. See R ecom m endation  21.

E. O V E R T U R E S
1. From  Centra] G eorg ia  regarding Internship . See R ecom m endation  22.
2. From  W estern  C arolinas regarding the pow ers o f  a com m ission . See R ecom m endation  23.
3. From  N orthern Illinois regarding  a “G eneral Synod” . See R ecom m endation  24.
4. From  L ouisiana regarding  the licensure exam . See R ecom m endation  25.
5. F rom  E. C arolina  regarding the cita tion  o f parties in jud icia l cases. See R ecom m endation  26.
6. F rom  Pacific N orthw est regarding  B C O  changes. See R ecom m endation  27.
7. F rom  Pacific N orthw est regarding  paedocom m union . See R ecom m endation  28.
8. From  N. Illinois regarding the p roposed am endm ent to B C O  57-7 .5 . See R ecom m endation  29.
9. From  Pacific regarding Evangelist pow ers for C haplains. See R ecom m endation  30.

10. From  Evangel regarding  licensure and in ternship . See R ecom m endation  31.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

1. A. That BC O  45 be am ended to read:
45-1 Any m em ber o f  a court w ho had a right to vote on a question , and is not satisfied  w ith the 

action taken by that court, is en titled  to have a d issen t o r p ro test recorded. W ritten  notice o f such 
dissent o r protest with supporting  reasons shall be filed with the clerk o f  the court no later than the 
end o f  the next stated m eeting o f  the court.

45-2  A dissent is a declaration  on  the part o f  one o r m ore m em bers o f  a m inority , expressing  a 
d ifferent opin ion  from  the m ajority  in its action on any issue before the cou rt, and m ay be accom panied  
with the reasons on w hich it is founded.

45-3  A protest is a m ore solem n and form al declaration  by m em bers o f  a m inority , bearing their 
testim ony against w hat they deem  an im proper o r erroneous action on any issue before the court, and 
is generally  accom panied  w ith the reasons on w hich it is founded.

45-4  If  a protest o r d issent be couched in tem perate  language, and be respectful to the court, it 
shall be recorded: and the court m ay, if deem ed  necessary , put an answ er to the d issent o r protest on 
the records along w ith it. Here the m atter shall end , unless the parties obtain  perm ission  to w ithdraw  
their dissent o r protest abso lu tely , o r for the sake o f  am endm ent.

45-5 N one can jo in  in d issen t o r protest against an action o f  any court excep t those w ho had a 
right to vote in the case. B That the G eneral A ssem bly be advised  that B C O  45-3  (proposed 45-4) 
presently  provides that once a dissent o r protest has been properly lodged “ the m atter shall end" at
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that court level. If the G eneral A ssem bly desire to provide a person w ho lodges a d issent o r protest 
the right to also  lodge an appeal or com plain t to a h igher court, the G eneral A ssem bly  could  direct 
the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to draft appropria te  am endm ent to the B C O .

2. That the A ssem bly find satisfactory  the response o f  Palm etto P resbytery  to the excep tions noted  to 
their m inutes o f  1984.

3. That the response o f C entral C arolina Presbytery  to the excep tion  noted by the T w elfth  G eneral 
A ssem bly [regarding a "p ro test" to a judic ia l decision  - M I2 G A ,  p. 207. B , 4 . a) 2)] be found 
satisfactory  w ith the notation that “ re tract" should read "struck".

4. That C ase 1, the C om plain t o f T E  G entry et a t. against the P resbytery  o f C alvary , be found in o rder, 
and that a C om m ission  be appoin ted  to adjudicate  the m atter.

5. That C ase 2, the C om plain t o f T E  H athaw ay et a l. against the Presbytery  o f G race, be found in o rder, 
and that a C om m ission  be appoin ted  to adjudicate the m atter.

6. That C ase 3 . the C om plain t o f RE K night against the P resbytery  o f P alm etto , be found in o rder, and 
that a C om m ission  be appointed to adjudicate the m atter.

7. That C ase 4 . the A ppeal o f T E  Steele against the P resbytery  o f G reat L akes, be found in o rder, and
that a C om m ission  be appointed to adjudicate the m atter.

8. That C ase 5, the A ppeal o f R E Abee against the Presbytery  o f  Jam es R iver, be found in o rder, and
that a C om m ission  be appointed  to adjudicate the m atter.

9. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regard ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry I be ratified
(see I.C . 1 above).

10. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regard ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 2 be ratified 
(see l .C .2 above).

11. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 3 be ratified 
(see I .C .3 above).

12. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 4  be ratified 
(see I .C .4 above).

13. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 5 be ratified 
(see l .C .5 above).

14. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 6 be ratified 
(see l .C .6 above).

15. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 7 be ratified 
(see I .C .7 above).

16. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 8 be ratified 
(see l .C .8 above).

17. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 9 be ratified 
(see I .C .8 above).

18. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 10 be ratified 
(see I.C . 10 above).

19. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 11 be ratified 
(see I.C . 11 above).

20. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness regarding  the C onstitu tional Inquiry appended 
to C ase # 4  be ratified (see I.C . 12 above).

21. That the advice o f  the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness to the S tated C lerk  regarding  reporting  o f 
A d-Interim  C om m ittees be ratified (see I D. 1 above).

22. That the O verture  from  C entral G eorgia Presbytery  regarding  internship  be found in order and referred 
to the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that it be answ ered  
by the action o f  the A ssem bly on O verture  23 from  the 13th A ssem bly  and the pending am endm ents 
to  BC O  19.

23. That the O verture from  W estern C arolinas Presbytery regarding  the pow ers o f a com m ission  be found 
in order and referred to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  
that it be answ ered by the action o f the A ssem bly on the question  raised by the 13th G eneral A ssem bly 
and assigned to this com m ittee.

24. That the O verture  from  N orthern Illinois Presbytery regarding  a "G eneral S ynod" be found in order 
and referred  to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that 
it be referred to the A d-Interim  C om m ittee.

25. That the O verture from  Louisiana Presbytery regarding  licensure exam ination  be found in order and 
referred  to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that it be 
answ ered by the action o f the A ssem bly on O verture 23 from  the 13th A ssem bly  and the pending 
am endm ents to BC O  19.

26. That the O verture  from  Eastern C arolina  Presbytery regard ing  the c itation ol parties be found in order
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and referred to the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith  the notation that its effect 
is to preclude representation  exclusively  by counsel.

27. That the O verture  from  Pacific N orthw est Presbytery regarding  p roposed BCO changes be found in 
o rder and referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on  Judicial B usiness w ith the notation that to 
protect the integrity  o f  the office  o f the S tated  C lerk ano ther source should provide the grounds to be 
printed.

28. That the O verture  from  Pacific N orthw est Presbytery  regarding  paedocom m union  be found in order 
and referred to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that 
it be answ ered by the action o f  the A ssem bly  on the report o f  the C om m ittee  on P aedocom m union.

29. That the O verture from  N orthern  Illinois Presbytery  regarding  BCO 57 be found in o rder and referred 
to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that it be reported  
to the A ssem bly at the tim e o f voting on  BCO am endm ents.

30. That the O verture  from  Pacific P resbytery  regarding  E vangelist pow ers fo r C haplains be found in 
order and referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  
that the C CJB  consult w ith the C hap lains C om m ission  and note for particu lar consideration  the 
confessional questions involved w ith the adm inistra tion  o f  baptism  before  taking action.

31. That the O verture  from  Evangel P resbytery  regarding licensure and in ternship  be found in o rder and 
referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that it be 
answ ered  by the action o f the A ssem bly  on the pending am endm ents to BCO 19.

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS 

TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I. N A R R A T IV E :
The R ules for A ssem bly  O peration  p rovide that m atters m ay be referred  to  the Judicial B usiness C om m ittee  

up to sixty days p rior to the m eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly. In o rder to  insure that such item s arrive 
p rior to the last stated m eeting o f the com m ittee , it has been  ou r policy  to schedule that m eeting  approxim ately  
forty-five days p rio r to the A ssem bly. T herefo re , a num ber o f  significant m atters are con tained  in this 
Supplem ent.

The C om m ittee met by conference call at the request o f a presbytery  on M arch 31 , and in A tlanta on 
M ay 15-17.

A . A SSIG N M E N T S BY P R E V IO U S A SSE M B L IE S
4. Exam ine the response o f W estern  C aro lina  Presbytery  to an exception  to  their m inutes. See 

R ecom m endation  32.
5. D evelop unified language for licentiates and ordinands to record  scruples. See R ecom m endation

33.
6. R e-w rite  the D irectory fo r W orship . See R ecom m endation  34.
7. S tudy the possible am endation  o f BCO 19-9. See R ecom m endation  35.
8. B ring recom m endation  regarding  O verture 23 to the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly . See R ecom 

m endation 36.
9. Propose the answ er to  a question  rising  from  the report o f the C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontrol 

o f P resbyteries from  the T hirteen th  A ssem bly . See R ecom m endation  37.
10. Evaluate the response o f  N. T exas and K orean Eastern  P resbyteries to p revious excep tions to 

their m inutes. See R ecom m endation  38 and 39.

B. JU D IC IA L  C A SE S
6. C ase 6: C om plain t o f T E  Shell against G reat L akes P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  40.
7. C ase 7: C om plain t o f RE Dye et a l. against M issouri Presbytery . See R ecom m endation  41.

C . C O N ST IT U T IO N A L  IN Q U IR IE S
13. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 3 .  From  the Faith P resbyterian C hurch . See R ecom m endations 42 
and 60.

“M ay a session call an assistan t pasto r w hom  they judge  to  be accep tab le  doctrinally  but w hose 
ord ination  is from  ano ther denom ination  w ithout the call being approved by presby tery  and the candidate 
being first exam ined  and approved by the p resby tery?"

A N SW ER
“The question  o f an ordained  assistan t pasto r not being a m em ber o f  the PC A  presbytery  o f w hich
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the church is a m em ber is not specifically  addressed  in the B C O . The valid ity  o f  a m a n ’s o rdination  
as a T eaching  E lder m ust be determ ined by the court charged  w ith such ord inations, i.e . the P resbytery. 
T herefo re, by inference and by historical precedent any o rdained  T eaching  E lder should becom e a 
m em ber o f  the p resbytery  in w hich he serves. [B C O  20-1; 21-1: a call m ust com e th rough P resbytery . 
BC O  21-5 ,9 : an assistan t pasto r is to be ordained  and /or installed  by the presbytery: inferred  by the 
questions in these tw o sections. BC O  21-6, 10: T he questions (propounded by the presby tery) to  the 
congregation  are in this case d irected  to the session . B C O  21-7: an assistan t pasto r is declared  by 
presbytery  to have been ordained  and /or installed and that in this case the charge is to the session and 
not the congregation .)

W e recom m end that the G eneral A ssem bly c larify  the BC O  regarding  this subject (e .g . B C O  22-3 
says an assistan t pasto r is not a m em ber o f the session yet 12-4 says he m ay m oderate  the session; 
22-3 indicates the call is by the session yet 22-4  and 23-1 indicate that the d isso lu tion  is by the 
p resby tery ).”

14. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 4 .  From  Palm etto P resbytery  regarding visitation  o f  a church  by a 
com m ission  o f presbytery . See R ecom m endation  43.

“ 1. C an a com m ission  established  by a p resbytery  to visit a church ‘affected  w ith d iso rd e r’ (B ook  
o f  C hurch O rder  15-2) be given judicia l pow er w hen there are no charges involved and no ex isting  case?

“ 2. If  it can w hat are the lim its o f  that pow er. Specifically  can  it suspend o r dissolve  a session? 
If not w hat pow ers does such a com m ission  have in relation to so lving p roblem s in a particu lar ch u rch . ”

A N SW ER
“ 1. No. It w ould be im proper to appoint a jud ic ia l com m ission  in the absence o f  's tro n g  p resum p

tion o f g u ilt’ (B C O  31-2 2). An A dm inistrative com m ission  m ight be appoin ted  (under B C O  15-2) to 
deal pastorally  w ith  the church  ' . . .to condem n erroneous op in ions w hich injure the purity o r peace o f 
the C hurch; to  v isit churches for the purpose o f inquiring into and redressing  the ev ils  that m ay have 
a r is e n . .. ’ (B C O  13-9). If in their judgm ent there are p roblem s serious enough to call for further 
investigation and jud icia l action , presbytery should then take appropria te  action accord ing  to B C O  
15-2 2 and 15-3 (appoint a jud icia l com m ission  and begin form al process).

“ 2. See answ er to  I .”

15. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 5 . From  C ovenant Presbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom m endation  44 
“M ay a congregation , by vote at a congregational m eeting , dissolve the session?”

A N SW ER
"The congregation  m ay not d isso lve the Session. The congregation  m ay in accordance w ith BC O  

24-6  by a m ajority  vote in a regularly  called congregational m eeting  request the Session  to dissolve 
the relationship  o f  officers indiv idually , but the u ltim ate decision  rests w ith the S essio n ."  Presbytery 
m ay assum e original ju risd ic tion  under provisions o f  B C O  13-9.

16. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 6 . From  Faith Presbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom m endation  45.
“ 1. D oes the T eaching  E lder have full voting rights in the Session?
2. “Secondly , we need to know  w hether o r not a raise o r reduction  in the p a s to r 's  salary is 

subject to congregational app roval."

A N SW ER
“ I. The B C O  4 -3 ,1 2 -1 . 22-2 lists the m em bers o f  the Session w hich include P astors. A ssociate 

Pastors, and Ruling Elders. Every m em ber o f the Session , including the m oderato r, is en titled  to vote 
by virtue o f his m em bership  in the Session.

"T he m oderator m ay vote on all issues, not only in breaking o r creating  a tie v o te .’ M I3 G A  p. 
242 , item  10.

“ 2. The B C O  is not explic it on this m atter o f changes in term s o f  call. S ince B C O  20-6  requires 
that term s o f  call be determ ined by the congregation  (including financial stipulations) any changes in 
those term s m ay also be approved by the con g reg atio n .”

A dopted  4 -3 , 1 abstention

17. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 7 . From  A scension P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  46.
"Re B C O  13-9, 'to  review  the records o f church  sessions': w hen a p resbytery  finds that it has 

overlooked  the review  o f  session m inutes for a period o f as long as several years, is it m andatory  that 
p resbytery review  all such unreview ed records o r is it acceptable to correct this p revious over-look ing  
by beginning w ith the current records?"

A N SW ER
“ It is m andatory that presbytery review  all unreview ed records o f  church  sessions.
"Grounds: It is the right and duty o f every  court to review  the records o f the court next below  for 

the purpose o f approval, d isapproval, o r correction . (B C O  13-9; 4 0 -1 ,2 ,3 ,4 )”
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18. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 8 .  From  Stoney Point R eform ed P resbyterian  C hurch. See R ecom m en
dation  47.

" . . . i s  a m em ber w ho ‘is a m em ber w ho m oves out o f  tow n but refuses to jo in  a  PC A  church 
availab le  to him  o r o ther evangelical church  guilty  o f w illful n e g lec t'? ” (sic)

A N SW ER
"T he C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness is not in a position  to render a decision  re la ting  to  the 

p roblem  involved. T he Session  m ust use its best judgm en t as the court o f orig inal ju risd ic tion . It is 
the responsib ility  o f the Session  to determ ine the degree o f  gravity  o f  the m em b er 's  a lleged  o ffense , sub 
jec t to  review  by h igher co u rts .”

19. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 1 9 .  From  Southeast A labam a P resbytery . See R ecom m endation  48. 
"A s one o f  the P resbyteries w hose practice  o f  d iv id ing  in to  sections at P resbytery  m eetings when

there are several serm ons to h ear (by cand idates fo r licensure, o rd ination  o r transfer from  the m em bership  
o f  another p resbytery), the Presbytery  o f  Southeast A labam a requests further c larification  o f the legality 
o f  this p rac tice .”

A N SW ER
“ 1. Except in those areas o therw ise specified  by the B C O , all parts o f the trial m ust be conducted  

by P resbytery  as a w hole.
“ 2. The Presbytery  m ay rely in part upon the report o f  its com m ittees in de term in ing  the depth 

and duration  o f  its ow n exam ination , but in all cases the exam ination  m ust be conducted  to the 
satisfaction  o f the P resbytery.

"3 . Presbytery m ust record  its decision  concern ing  each  area  o f  exam ination  as specified .
"4 . P revious A ssem blies have de term ined  that the exam ination  m ay not be conducted  by a 

com m ission , (e .g . M I2 G A ,  p. 195, 5 .b .)  If  the A ssem bly  desires that this be exp lic itly  reflected  in 
the BC O  it should instruct this com m ittee  to prepare  appropria te  language."

20. C onstitu tional Inquiry # 2 0 .  From  John K nox P resbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom m endation  49 . 
"T he specific issue w hich has been ra ised  is w hether the congregation  m ust approve any change

in the financial package o f the p asto r.”

A N SW ER
"T he BC O  is not explic it on this m atter o f  changes in term s o f call. S ince B C O  20-6  requ ires that 

term s o f call be determ ined  by the congregation  (including  financial stipula tions) any changes in those 
term s m ay also  be approved by the cong regation .”

A dopted  4 -3 , 1 abstention

D . A D V IC E  T O  T H E  ST A T E D  C L ER K
2. R egarding a com m unication  from  form er m em bers o f  E astern  C anada P resby te ry . T he C om m ittee  

advised the S tated C lerk  to forw ard  the com m unication  to  the C om m ittee  on R eview  and  C ontro l 
o f  P resbyteries and that he notify the P resbytery  o f  this action . See R ecom m endation  50.

E . A D V IC E  T O  O T H E R  C O M M IT T E E S
1. T o  the A d-In terim  C om m ittee  on the G eneral A ssem bly . See R ecom m endation  51.
2. T o  M NA regard ing  a proposed am endation  o f  B C O  6 -5 . See R ecom m endation  52.

F. O V E R T U R E S
11. From  G u lf C oast Presbytery  regarding  instruction  to  the G A  com m ittees regarding the internship  

program . See R ecom m endation  53.
12. From  Jam es R iver Presbytery regarding  B C O  P reface II (1). See R ecom m endation  54.
13. From  L ouisiana Presbytery  regarding the defin ition  o f  “evangelical church” . See R ecom m endation  

55
14. From  M issouri P resbytery  regarding  the quorum  o f the G eneral A ssem bly. See R ecom m endation

56.
15. From  Eastern C aro lina  Presbytery  regard ing  the seating  o f  v isiting  b rethren . See R ecom m endation

57.
16. From  A scension  Presbytery regarding jud icia l deadlines for filing. See R ecom m endation  58.
17. From  W estern C arolinas Presbytery  regarding p rovision  o f  an extraordinary  c lause fo r reception  

o f m inisters from  o ther denom inations. See R ecom m endation  59.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
(A m ended)

25. That the O verture from  Louisiana P resbytery  be found in o rder and be referred  to the C om m ittee
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o f  C om m issioners on Judicial Business.
(C ontinued)
32. That the response o f  W estern  C arolinas Presbytery  be found satisfactory .
33. That in o rder to provide uniform  language to record  scrup les, the fo llow ing am endm ents to the 

BC O  be adopted:
1. A m end BC O  19-2 to add a final paragraph:

‘Presbytery shall require that all applicants for licensure subscribe to one o f  the follow ing
statem ents: "I,__________________, do  sincerely receive and adopt the C onfession  o f  F a ith  and
C atechism s o f  this Church w ithout any exceptions o r reservations. ’; o r T ,______________________ ,
declare the follow ing excep tions o r reservations with regard  to adop tion  o f  the C onfession  
o f  Faith  and C atech ism s  o f  this C hurch , to w it . . . . '  The Presbytery  shall record its evaluation  
o f each exception  o r reservation  so stated as to its seriousness as a departure  from  the 
Confessional articles.

A cceptance o f  an applicant stating such excep tions o r reservations shall require a three- 
fourths approval o f P resb y te ry .’

2. A m end BC O  21 by the addition o f  a new  paragraph 5 as fo llow s, and the rem aining  
paragraphs be renum bered:

'P resby tery  shall require that all applicants for ord ination  subscribe to one o f  the follow ing
statem ents: ‘I , ___________________________, do sincerely receive and adopt the C onfession
o f  Faith  and C atech ism s  o f  this C hurch  and approve o f  the form  o f governm ent and rules 
o f d iscip line o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica w ithout any excep tions o r reservations. ‘:
or ‘I , ___________________________ , declare the follow ing excep tions o r reservations with
regard to adoption o f  the C onfession  o f  Faith  and C atech ism s  o f  this C hurch  o r to the 
approval o f the form  o f  governm ent and rules o f d iscip line o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica, to w i t . . . . ’ T he Presbytery  shall record  its evaluation  o f  each  exception  o r reser
vation so stated as to  its seriousness as a departure  from  the C onfessional articles. A cceptance 
o f an applicant stating such exceptions o r reservations shall require a three-fourths approval 
o f  P resb y te ry '.”

34. That the D irectory for W orship  be am ended.

P refatory Statem ent

T he Judicial B usiness C om m ittee has had for a num ber o f years the assignm ent first to prepare the 
D irectory for W orship  for inclusion in the C onstitu tion  and, as o f  last year, to rew rite  the D FW  fo r the 
G eneral A ssem bly . Involved in that process we have considered  m any d iffering  view s w ithin the PCA 
regarding  the ch u rch ’s w orship. As stated in 47 -1 , the Scriptures set the regulative  princip le  for ou r w orship , 
w hich require the receiv ing , observ ing , and keeping pure and entire all such re lig ious w orship  and ordinances 
as G od has appointed  in his w ord. (See WSC 50 , 51). T he com m ittee  has endeavored  to use that principle 
as the presupposition  o f  this rew riting , all the tim e realizing that som e w ill d iffer w ith ou r conclusion .

T hat the D irectory for W orship  be am ended by its rep lacem ent w ith the fo llow ing text:

T H E  D IR E C T O R Y  FO R  T H E  W O R SH IP  O F G O D  

PR E FA C E
T he C hurch o f  Jesus C hrist w orships the triune God in all o f  life. G od has also  called us to special 

tim es w hen we w orship  as a congregation  o f the church o f  C hrist, ind iv idually , and w ith ou r fam ilies. The 
acceptable w ay o f w orshiping the true G od  is institu ted  by H im self and lim ited  by H is ow n revealed  will 
(W C F  XXI: 1). T his D irectory for W orsh ip  is provided to guide us in this w orsh ip , to  insure Scriptural 
integrity  for ou r w orship , and to prom ote orderliness w ithin the church.

The D irectory for W orship  is a part o f the C onstitu tion  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica. It is the 
conviction  o f  the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica that this D irectory fo r W orsh ip  is ag reeable to  the general 
ru les o f  the W ord o f  G od and o f  C hristian  p rudence. T herefo re, it should be received  as the m ind  o f  the 
church as the application  in substance o f  B iblical princip les o f w orship . S ince the th ird o rd ination  vow  for 
officers does not include subscrip tion  to  the D irectory fo r W orsh ip , the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  is 
zealous not to b ind the church to liturgical form s. Yet for the sake o f  uniform ity  and o f ou r w itness before 
G od  and the w orld , the substance o f the instructions o f  certain  parts o f  the D irectory  for W orship  is o bligatory . 
T hese are: (1) the questions adm in istered  at the baptism  o f ch ild ren , (2) the questions adm in istered  for 
com m unican t m em bers, (3) the fencing  o f  the L o rd ’s T ab le , and (4) the offering  o f  p rayer in the public 
w orsh ip  in language o f the people.
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C H A P T E R  T IT L ES
47. T he Princip les o f Public W orship
48. T he Sanctification  o f the C hristian Sabbath
49. T he Preparation  for Public W orship
50. The E lem ents o f Public W orship
51 The A dm inistration  o f B aptism  W ith Special R eference to the B aptism  o f  C hildren
52. C om m unicant M em bership  and the A dm inistra tion  o f B aptism  to A dults
53. The A dm inistration  o f  the L o rd ’s Suppe
54. T he Solem nization  o f  M arriage
55. The Funeral W orship  Service
56. D ays o f Fasting and T hanksgiving
57. Private and Fam ily W orship

C H A PT E R  47. T he P rincip les o f Public W orship.
47 -1 . S ince the H oly Scrip tures are the only  infallible rule o f  faith  and p ractice, the princip les o f public 
w orship m ust be derived from  the B ible, and from  no o ther source.

The Scriptures forbid the w orshiping o f G od  by im ages, or in any o ther way not appo in ted  in H is W ord, 
and require the receiv ing , observ ing, and keeping  pure and entire  all such re lig ious w orship  and ordinances 
as G od has appointed in H is W ord (WSC 50 , 51).
47-2 . A service o f  public w orship  is not a  m ere gathering  o f  G o d ’s children  with each  o ther bu t, before 
all e lse , a m eeting and w orship  o f  the T riune G od - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - w ith and by H is chosen  
people. G od is present in public w orship  not only by virtue o f  the D ivine om nipresence bu t, m uch m ore 
in tim ately , as the faithful C ovenant Saviour.
47 -3 . The prim ary purpose o f  public w orship  is the celebration  o f the glory o f G od by H is covenant 
people. T hey should therefore actively  engage in all the parts o f  this w orship  o f G od. T h is w orsh ip  seeks 
to build C h ris t 's  C hurch  by the perfecting  o f  the saints and the addition  to  its m em bersh ip  o f  such as are 
being saved. Through public w orsh ip  on the L o rd 's  D ay C hristians should leant to serve G od  all the days 
o f the w eek in their every  activ ity , rem em bering , w hether they eat o r drink  o r w hatever they do , to do  all 
to the glory  o f G od.
47 -4 . Public w orship is C hristian  w hen the w orshipers recogn ize  that C hrist is the M ediator by w hom  
alone they can com e unto  G od , w hen they honor C hrist as the H ead o f the church w ho ru les over public 
w orship , and when their w orship  is an expression  o f  their faith in C hrist and o f  their love for H im .
47-5 . Public w orship m ust be perform ed in spirit and truth by all o f  G o d 's  covenant people  using  H is 
appointed gifts. E xternalism  and hypocrisy  stand condem ned . T he form s o f  public w orship  have value only 
w hen they serve to express the inner reverence o f the w orsh iper and his s incere devo tion  to the true and 
living G od. O nly those w hose hearts have been renew ed by the H oly Spirit are capable  o f  such reverence 
and devotion .
47-6 . The Lord Jesus C hrist has prescribed no fixed o rder o r style for public w orship  and has g iven  H is 
church a m easure o f  liberty  in this m atter. It may not be forgo tten , how ever, that there is true liberty only 
w here the rules o f G o d 's  W ord are observed and the Spirit o f the Lord is p resent, that all th ings m ust be 
done decently  and in o rder, and that G o d 's  people should serve H im  with reverence and in the beauty o f  
holiness. From  its beginning to its end a service o f  public w orship  should be characterized  by that sim plicity  
w hich is an ev idence o f sincerity and by that beauty and reverence w hich are a m anifestation  o f holiness.
47-7 . Public w orship  d iffers from  private w orship  in that in public w orsh ip  G od is served  by the sain ts united 
as H is covenan t peop le , the body o f  C hrist. B ecause G od is not partia l, no favoritism  m ay be show n to 
any w ho attend, nor may any m em ber o f the church  presum e to  exalt h im self above o thers as though he 
w ere m ore sp iritual; let each  esteem  others better than h im self. S ince the fam ily , as ordained  by G od . is 
the basic institution in socie ty , and G od in the covenant graciously  deals w ith us, not ju s t as indiv iduals, 
but also as fam ilies, it is im portant and desirable  that fam ilies w orship  together.
47-8 . G o d 's  people should com e into his p resence w ith a deep sense o f aw e at the thought o f h is perfect 
holiness and o f their ow n exceed ing  sinfu lness. F u rther, they should com e w ith praise and thanksgiv ing  for 
the great salvation w hich He has accom plished  fo r them  through H is only begotten  Son and applied  to them  
by the Holy Spirit.

C H A PT E R  48 . The S anctification  o f  the C hristian  Sabbath o r L o rd 's  Day.
48-1 . The fourth com m andm ent requires the keeping holy to  G od  such set tim es as He has appo in ted  in 
His holy w ord: expressly  one w hole day in seven, to be a holy sabbath to H im self. (W SC 58, Ex. 2 0 :8 -1 1, 
Dt. 5 :12-15)
48-2 . God com m anded H is O ld T estam ent people to keep holy the last day o f  the w eek, but he sanctified 
the first day as the Sabbath by the resurrection  o f the Lord Jesus C hrist from  the dead . For this reason the 
church o f the new  d ispensation  has from  the tim e o f  the apostles kept holy the first day o f the w eek as the
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C hristian Sabbath (A cts 20 :6 -7 , I. C or. 16:2), a lso  called  the L ord ’s D ay (R ev. 1:10).
48-3 . It is the duty o f every person to rem em ber the L o rd ’s D ay and to prepare  fo r it before  its approach. 
All w orld ly  business should be planned and ordered  so that no one m ay be h indered  thereby from  sanctify ing  
the S abbath , as the H oly Scriptures require . (W SC  60, 61)
48-4 . The w hole day is to be kept holy to  the Lord and to be em ployed  in the public and private exercises 
o f  re lig ion . T herefore, it is requisite  that there be a holy resting  all the day from  unnecessary  labors, and 
an abstain ing  from  those recreations w hich m ay be law ful on o ther days and also , as m uch as possib le , 
from  w orld ly  thoughts and conversation .
48-5 . The provisions for the support o f the fam ily on that day should be so ordered  that o thers be not 
im properly deta ined from  the public w orship  o f  G od , nor h indered  from  sanctify ing  the Sabbath.
48-6 . Every person and fam ily in the m orning  o f the C hristian Sabbath should pray fo r them selves and 
o thers , and especially  pray for the assistance o f  G od to their m in ister in his preach ing  from  the W ord. By 
reading the Scrip tures along w ith p rayer and m edita tion , the people should prepare fo r com m union w ith 
G od in H is public w orship.
48-7 . T he tim e not used fo r public w orship  should be spent in prayer, in devotional read ing , and especially  
in the study o f  the Scrip tures, m edita tion , catech izing , relig ious conversa tion , the singing  o f  psalm s, hym ns, 
o r spiritual songs, v isiting the sick , re liev ing  the poo r, teaching  the ignorant, holy resting , and in perform ing 
such duties o f p ie ty , charity , and m ercy.

C H A P T E R  49 . The Preparation  for Public W orship.
49-1 . W hen the congregation  is to m eet fo r public w orship , the people (having before p repared  their 
hearts) ought all to  com e and jo in  therein  not absenting  them selves from  the public w orsh ip  through 
neg ligence, o r upon pretense o f  private m eetings.
49-2 . The people should assem ble at the appo in ted  tim e, that all being present at the beginning they m ay 
unite w ith one heart in all the parts o f public w orship . N one should unnecessarily  depart until a fte r the bened ic
tion is pronounced.
49-3 . Upon entering  the place o f w orship  the people should engage in silen t p rayer fo r G o d 's  blessing  
upon them selves, the m inister, and all p resent, as w ell as upon those w ho are unable to a ttend w orship .
49-4 . All w ho attend public w orship should be present in a  spirit o f reverence and godly  fear, forbearing  
to engage in any conduct unbecom ing to the p lace and occasion .

C H A P T E R  50 . The E lem ents o f  Public W orship .
50-1 . T he B ible teaches that the fo llow ing are p roper elem ents o f  the public w orsh ip  o f G od: reading  o f 
Holy Scripture; singing o f  psalm s, hym ns, o r spiritual songs, the o ffering  o f  prayer, the preaching  o f  the 
W ord , the presentation  o f  tithes and o fferings, confessing  the faith and observing the sacram ents, p ronouncing  
the benediction  and on special occasions the tak ing o f  vow s and oaths. B eyond these elem ents the c ir
cum stances o f  w orship , (such as, tim e, p lace, o rder and length o f  w orship) are left to the d iscretion  o f  the 
e lders o f the church based on sensible application  o f  B iblical principles.
50-2 . The Public R eading o f the H oly Scripture.

A . The public reading o f the H oly Scrip tures should be done by the m inister as G o d ’s servant or 
by som e other appropria te  person approved by the Session . This reading o f  the Scrip tures is to 
be d istinguished from  the reading  o f  certain  portions o f Scripture by the m in ister and the cong re
gation . In the form er God addresses his people; in the la tter G o d ’s people give expression  in the 
w ords o f  Scripture o f their con trition , adoration , gratitude and o ther holy sentim ents. T he psalm s 
o f Scripture are especially  appropriate for responsive  reading.

B. T he H oly Scriptures o f the O ld and N ew  T estam ents shall be read from  an accurate transla tion , 
in the language o f the people.

50 -3 . Singing in W orship.
A. P raising G od through m usic is a duty and a priv ilege. T herefore, the singing o f  psalm s, hym ns 

o r spiritual songs and the use o f  m usical instrum ents should have an im portant place in public 
w orship  and should be encouraged.

B. In singing the praises o f G od , we are to sing in the spirit o f w orship  w ith understand ing  in our 
hearts.

C. Selections for singing in w orship  should be from  the Psalm s o r from  any appropria te  hym n or 
sp iritual song o f  the church . C aution  should be observed in the selection  o f hym ns and spiritual 
songs that they be true to the W ord.

50-4 . Public Prayer.
A . A prayer near o r at the beginning  o f public w orship  should express adoration  for the infinite 

m ajesty o f  the living G od, express a sense o f ou r d istance from  H im  as creatu res, and our 
unw orth iness as sinners. It should a lso  im plore H is gracious p resence, the assistance o f  his Holy 
Spirit in the duties o f  H is w orship , and H is acceptance o f us through the m erits o f ou r Lord and
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Savior Jesus C hrist. T his p rayer may conclude w ith the L o rd 's  P rayer in w hich all m ay unite.
B. In w orship  full and com prehensive p rayer is appropria te  w hich should include som e o r all o f the 

follow ing parts:
1. A doration  o f G od as He is m ade know n to us in creation , p rovidence and Scripture.
2. Praise and thanksgiving for all H is m ercies to us, both  sp iritual and tem poral but especially  

for C hrist Jesus and His w ork com ple ted , and for the Holy Spirit and H is p resen t w ork in us.
3. H um ble confession  and acknow ledgm ent o f sins so as to lead the w orshipers to confess 

privately to G od their sins, past and presen t, private and public , in thought, w ord , and deed.
4. P leading for the pardon o f sin through the b lood o f  a tonem ent, and for the grace to d ischarge 

duty as forgiven  believers.
5. A sking for the all-sufficient G od  to m eet our every  need and this only so fa r as it g lorifies 

G od and brings happiness to H is people.
6. Intercession for o thers including the w hole w orld , the church in o ther areas, the church  

local, the sick and b roken, and for w hatever else m ay seem  to be necessary  o r su itable for 
the occasion .

C . O rdinarily  there should be prayer a fter the serm on having relation  to  the subject that has been 
treated in the d iscourse .

D. M inisters are not to be confined  to fixed  form s o f  p rayer for public w orsh ip , yet it is the duty 
o f the m inister, prev ious to entering  the pulp it, to  p repare  and qualify  h im se lf for this part o f 
his w ork , as w ell as for preaching . He should com pose his sp irit, and so o rder his thoughts, that 
he m ay perform  this duty w ith dignity  and propriety , and w ith profit to the w orsh ipers. He 
should , by a thorough acquain tance w ith the Holy Scrip tu res, by the study o f  the best w riters 
on prayer, by m edita tion , and by a life o f com m union  w ith  G od, endeavor to acquire  both the 
spirit and the gift o f prayer.

E. All p rayer is to be offered  in the language o f  the people.
50-5 . The Preaching o f  the W ord.

A The preaching o f  the W ord is an ord inance o f G od fo r the salvation  and ed ification  o f the people. 
Serious a ttention should be g iven  to the m anner in w hich it is done. The m in ister should apply 
h im self to it w ith diligence and prove h im self a “w orkm an that does not need  to be asham ed, 
handling accurately  the w ord o f tru th" (II T im othy 2:15 N A SB ).

B. The subject o f a serm on should be som e verse o r verses o f Scrip tu re , and its ob ject should be 
to exp la in , defend and apply som e part o f the system  o f divine tru th , o r to poin t out the nature 
and state the bounds and obligation  o f  som e duty . A text should  not be m erely a m otto , but 
should fairly contain  the doctrine  proposed to be handled . It is p roper also that large portions o f 
Scripture be som etim es expounded for the instruction  o f the people in the m eaning and use o f 
the sacred Scriptures.

C. Preaching requires m uch study, m edita tion , and prayer. M inisters should prepare  the ir serm ons 
w ith care. They should declare the gospel in its sim plic ity  and express them selves in language 
that can be understood by all. T hey should also by their lives adorn the gospel w hich they preach , 
and be exam ples to believers in w ord and deed.

D. By way o f  application  o f the serm on , the m in ister m ay urge his hearers by com m andm ent or 
invitation to repent o f their sins, to put their trust in the Lord Jesus C hrist as Sav iour, and to 
confess H im  public ly  before men.

50-6. T he W orship  o f  G od w ith T ithes and O fferings.
A The Holy Scrip tures teach that G od is the ow ner o f all persons and all th ings and that we are 

but stew ards o f  both life and possessions; that G o d 's  ow nersh ip  and ou r stew ardship  should  be 
acknow ledged; that this acknow ledgm ent should take the form , in part, o f giv ing  at least a tithe 
o f ou r incom e and o ther o fferings to the w ork o f the Lord through  the C hurch  o f Jesus C hrist, 
thus w orshiping the Lord w ith  our possessions; and that the rem ainder should be used as appropriate 
for C hristians.

B. It is both a priv ilege and a du ty , plain ly  en jo ined  in the B ible , to m ake regu lar, w eekly , and 
system atic presentation  o f tithes and  o fferings fo r the support o f  relig ion  and for the propagation  
o f  the gospel in ou r ow n and foreign lands, and for the re lie f o f  the poor. T his should  be done 
as an exercise  o f  grace and an act o f w orship.

C. It is appropria te  that the o fferings be dedicated  by prayer.
50-7. C onfessing  the Faith.

It is p roper fo r the congregation  o f G o d ’s people public ly  to confess their fa ith , using  creeds or 
confessions that are true to the W ord, such as the A postles ' C reed , the N icene C reed , o r the 
W estm inster S tandards.

50-8. T he T ak ing  o f O aths and Vows.
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A. T he taking  o f any oath o r vow , w hether as a part o f  public w orsh ip  o r no t, should alw ays be 
considered  a solem n and serious act. A n oath o r vow  should never be taken unless one intends 
by the grace o f G od to fulfill his assum ed duty . T herefo re, oaths and vow s should be m ost 
carefu lly  and w isely taken.

B. T he tak ing o f oaths and vow s is to be done in accordance w ith B iblical princip les (W C F  X X II). 
R elig ious oaths and vow s taken in the church  include those taken  in bap tism , church  m em bersh ip , 
ord ination , installation and m arriage.

C H A P T E R  51 . T he A dm inistration  o f B aptism  W ith Special R eference to the B aptism  o f C hildren .
51 - 1. B aptism  is to be adm inistered  by an o rdained  m in ister o f  the W ord , ord inarily  in the presence o f

the congregation  and alw ays under the supervision  o f  the session. It is not to be u nnecessarily  delayed.
51-2 . T he B aptism  o f  C hildren.

A. A fter previous notice has been given  to the m in ister and the m eaning and ob ligations have been 
understood by the parents and acknow ledged by them , the child  to be baptized  is to be presented  
by one o r both the parents (o r som e o ther responsib le  person) s ignify ing  the desire  that the child  
be baptized .

B. T he m in ister, to com bat e rro r and to edify the peop le , w hile using  his ow n liberty  and w isdom , 
shall give w ord concerning the Sacram ent o f  B aptism  as follows:
1. Instruction and correction  as needed in these areas: that it is institu ted  by ou r Lord Jesus 

C hrist; that it is a  seal o f the covenan t o f  g race, o f ou r ingrafting into C hrist, and o f  our 
union w ith h im , o f  rem ission  o f s ins, regeneration , adop tion , and life e ternal; that the w ater 
in baptism  represents and signifies both the blood o f C hrist, w hich takes aw ay all guilt o f 
sin , orig inal and actual, and the sanctify ing  v irtue o f the Spirit o f  C hrist against the dom inion  
o f sin and the corruption  o f  our sinful nature; that bap tiz ing , o r sp rinkling  and w ashing 
w ith w ater, signifies the c leansing  from  sin by the b lood and fo r the m erit o f  C hrist, together 
w ith the m ortification  o f  sin , and rising  from  sin to new ness o f  life, by virtue o f  the death  
and resurrection  o f  C hrist; that the prom ise is m ade to believers and their ch ildren; and 
that the children  o f  believers have an interest in the covenan t and right to the seal o f  it and 
to the outw ard  privileges o f  the church  under the gospel, no less than the ch ild ren  o f 
A braham  in the tim e o f  the O ld  T estam ent; and that the covenan t o f  grace in substance is 
the sam e in the O ld and N ew  T estam ents; and  that the grace o f  G od and the consolation  
o f  believers is m ore plentiful than before; that the Son o f  G od adm itted  little  ch ildren  into 
his p resence, em bracing  and blessing  them , say ing , “ For the k ingdom  o f heaven  belongs 
to such as these" (M atthew  19:14 N A SB ); and that children  by bap tism , are solem nly 
received into the bosom  o f the v isib le  chu rch , d istingu ished  from  the w orld , and united 
w ith believers; and that all w ho are baptized  in the nam e o f  C hrist do renounce and , by 
their bap tism s, are bound to fight against the dev il, the w orld , and the flesh; that they are 
federally  holy before baptism  (I C or. 7:14) and are therefore  baptized; and that the inw ard 
grace and virtue o f  baptism  is not tied to that very m om ent o f  tim e w herein  it is adm inistered; 
and that the fruit and pow er thereo f reaches to the w hole course o f  ou r life; and that outw ard 
baptism  is not so necessary  that through the om ission  the reo f the infant is in danger o f  dam na
tion; and that by virtue o f being bom  o f  believ ing  paren ts, ch ild ren  are entitled  to G o d ’s 
covenant ord inance and are non-com m uning m em bers o f  the C hurch (BCO 6-1); and that 
this status is not sufficient to m ake them  com m uning m em bers o f the C hurch in that they , 
according to their ab ilities, are subject to the ob ligations o f  the covenant: fa ith , repentance 
and obedience; and that they m ust therefore  em brace C hrist and m ake a public confession  
o f their faith lest they becom e covenan t breakers and subject to the d iscip line  o f  the church .

2. A dm onition: The m inister shall adm onish  all that are present to look back to their bap tism , 
to repent o f  their sins against their covenan t w ith G od , to stir up their fa ith , to im prove 
and m ake right use o f the ir baptism  and o f  the covenant sealed betw een G od and their so u l.

3. Exhortation: T he m inister shall exhort the parents to teach  the child  to read the W ord o f 
God; to bring  him  up in the know ledge o f  the C hristian relig ion  including his covenan ted  
duties to believe, repent and obey; to pray w ith  the child ; to set a godly exam ple before 
the child; and to do  every th ing  possib le  to raise the child  in the nurture and adm onition  o f 
the Lord.

C. The m inister should read covenant prom ises such as:
1. " . . .  the prom ise is for you and your ch ild ren , and for all w ho  are far o ff, as m any as the 

Lord our G od shall call unto H im self."  (A cts 2:39  N A SB )
2. " . . .  I w ill establish  M y covenan t betw een M e and you and your descendan ts a fter you 

throughout their generations for an everlasting  covenan t, to be G od unto  you and to your 
descendants after y o u ."  (G enesis 17:7 NA SB )
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3. "B elieve in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved , you and your h o u seh o ld .” (A cts 16:31 
N A SB )

D. T he substance o f  the fo llow ing questions shall be posed to the parents:
1. D o you acknow ledge your ch ild ’s need o f the c leansing  b lood o f  Jesus C hrist and the 

renew ing grace o f  the Holy Spirit?
2. Do you claim  G o d 's  covenant prom ises in (h is/her) behalf, and do you look in faith to the 

Lord Jesus C hrist fo r (h is/her) salvation  as you do for y ou r ow n?
3. D o you now  acknow ledge that your child  belongs to G od  under the p rov isions o f  the 

C ovenan t o f  G race?
4 . Do you prom ise in hum ble reliance upon div ine grace that you will endeavor to  set before 

(him /her) a godly exam ple, that you will pray w ith and for (h im /her), that you  w ill teach 
(him /her) the doctrines o f ou r holy  re lig ion , and that you w ill strive , by all the m eans o f 
G o d ’s appo in tm ent, to  bring (h im /her) up  in the nurture and adm onition  o f the Lord?

E. The congregation  m ay be asked this question: D o you as a congregation  undertake the responsib ility  
o f assisting  the parents in the C hristian  train ing  o f this ch ild?

F. The m inister shall call the child  by nam e and bap tize  (h im /her) by pouring  o r sp rinkling  w ater, 
using  the w ords, “C hild  o f the C ovenan t, I baptize you in the nam e o f the F a ther, and o f  the 
Son, and o f  the Holy S p irit.” The w hole shall be concluded w ith prayer.

C H A PT E R  52. C om m unicant M em bership  and the A dm inistra tion  o f  B aptism  to A dults.
52-1 . C ovenant children  should be taught that it is their duty and p riv ilege personally  to accep t C hrist, to 
confess him  before m en, and to seek adm ission  to the L o rd 's  Supper.
52-2 . The tim e w hen young  persons com e to understand the gospel cannot be precisely fixed . This m ust 
be left to the prudence o f  the session , w hose office  it is to ju d g e , a fter carefu l exam ination , the qualifications
o f  those w ho apply for adm ission  to sealing o rd inances.
52-3 . The gospel calls all m en to love G od, to trust personally  in the Lord Jesus C hrist, to confess H im  before 
m en and to seek adm ission  to the L o rd 's  Supper. W hen unbaptized  persons apply for adm ission  in to  the 
church , they shall, after g iv ing  satisfaction  w ith respect to  the ir know ledge and piety , to  the Session , m ake 
a public profession  o f their faith in the presence o f  the congregation , and thereupon be baptized.
52-4 . T hose baptized  and unbaptized  desiring  to m ake a profession  o f  faith should be rem inded that they
are entering  into a solem n covenant w ith G od  and his church . T he substance o f  the fo llow ing  questions
shall be posed to each applicant:

( 1) Do you acknow ledge you rse lf to be a sinner in the sight o f  G od , ju s tly  deserv ing  h is w rath , and 
w ithout hope excep t in his sovereign  m ercy?

(2) Do you believe in the Lord Jesus C hrist as the Son o f  G od , and that he is the Sav iour o f  sinners; 
and do  you receive and rest upon him  alone for your salvation  as he is offered  in the gospel?

(3) Do you now  resolve and p rom ise, in hum ble  reliance upon the grace o f the H oly Sp irit, that you
will endeavor to live as becom es a fo llow er o f  C hrist?

(4) Do you prom ise to support the church  in its w orship  and w ork to the best o f  you r ability?
(5) Do you subm it you rse lf to the governm ent and d iscip line  o f  the church  and prom ise to prom ote 

its purity , peace and unity?
52-5 . The adm inistration  o f  the sacram ent for those unbaptized  persons w ill be sim ilar to the procedure 
fo r the baptism  o f ch ildren . Instruction  shall be given as needed  (and as app licab le) as found in B C O  51-2-B . 
The m inister shall call the person to be baptized  by nam e and say , “ I baptize you in the nam e o f  the Father, 
and o f  the Son, and o f  the Holy S p irit."  The w hole m atter shall be concluded  w ith prayer.
52-6. Persons received  from  other churches by letters o f  d ism issa l, as w ell as those being received  by
reaffirm ation  o f  faith should give a testim ony o f  their C hristian  experience to the session , and , at the
S essio n 's  d iscretion , before  the congregation . T heir nam es are to be announced  to the congregation  w ith
recom m endation  o f them  to its C hristian  confidence and affection .

C H A PT E R  53. The A dm inistra tion  o f the L o rd 's  Supper.
53-1. The C om m union, o r L o rd 's  S upper, should be observed  frequently . The stated tim es are to  be 
determ ined by the session o f  each  congregation  as it m ay judge  best fo r the ed ification  o f the people.
53-2 . It is p roper that public notice should be given  to the congregation  at least the Sabbath  before the 
adm inistration  o f this o rd inance; that e ithe r then o r on som e o th e r day o f  the w eek, the people  be instructed 
in its nature so that all may com e in a suitab le m anner to this holy feast.
53-3 . O n the day o f the observance o f the L o rd ’s S upper, a serm on should be preached , the w ords o f 
institution should be read e ither from  one o f  the e vangelis ts , o r from  I C orin th ians 11:2 3 ff ., and an explanation  
o f this ord inance o f C hrist should be given that it is to  be observed  in rem em brance o f  C hrist to show  forth 
his death till he com e; that it is o f  inestim able benefit, to  strengthen h is people against s in , to support them  
under troubles, to encourage and quicken them  in du ty , to inspire them  w ith love and zeal, to increase their
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faith and holy reso lu tion , and to bring  peace o f consc ience, and com fortable  hopes o f  e ternal life.
53-4 . By our L o rd ’s appoin tm ent, this sacram ent sets forth  the com m union o f  saints. The ignorant and
scandalous are not to be adm itted to the L o rd ’s Table. T he invitation to participate in this sacram ent is to
be extended to all those who profess faith in Jesus C hrist, w ho have confessed  their s ins, and w ho are com m un
icants in good standing in a true church (JVC/- X X V :4-5). It is p roper a lso  to give a special invitation to 
non-com m unicants to rem ain  during  the serv ice, but not to  participate.
53-5 . W ith the table furn ished with the e lem ents, the bread and the cup . and w ith  the com m unican ts  in
front o f o r around the tab le , and with the e lders in a convenient place together, the sacram ent shall be
adm inistered  in a m anner sim ilar to the follow ing:

A. The m in ister shall set the elem ents apart with prayer.
B. The m inister shall take the bread  and break it in view  o f the peop le , say ing , "O u r Lord Jesus 

C hrist, on the sam e night in w hich he w as betrayed , having taken bread and b lessed and broken 
it, gave it to his d iscip les, as I, m inistering  in his nam e, give this bread unto you , saying, 
'T ake  eat; this is my body, w hich is given  for you: do  this in rem em brance o f m e '. ’’ (Luke 22:19 
and I C or. 11:24 N A SB ) T he bread should then be d istribu ted  by the elders.

C . A fter having given the bread , the m inister shall take the cup , say ing , "In  the sam e way He took
the cup also , after supper, saying 'T h is  cup  is the New C ovenant in M y blood; w hich is poured 
out for m any for the forg iveness o f sins. D rink from  it, all o f  y o u . '"  (C om bining  I C or. 11:25
and M atthew  26:27 , 28 N A SB ) The cup should then be d istributed  by the elders.

D. Since believers are to act personally  in all their covenan ting  w ith the Lord , it is p roper that a 
part o f the tim e occupied  in the d istribution  o f the e lem ents should be spent by all in silent 
com m union , confession , thanksgiv ing  and intercession.

E. The m inister may after the serving o f  the elem ents put the com m unicants in m ind o f  the grace 
o f G od , in Jesus C hrist held forth in this sacram ent and o f  their obligation  to be the L o rd 's ; and 
m ay exhort them  to w alk worthy o f  the vocation  w herew ith they are called , and, as they have 
p rofessedly  received  C hrist Jesus the L ord , to be careful so to w alk in h im , and to m aintain 
good w orks.

F. T he m inister then should pray and give thanks to G od for his rich m ercy and im m easurable 
goodness prom ised to them  in the sacred com m union. He should im plore pardon for the defects 
o f  the w hole serv ice. He should also pray fo r the gracious assistance o f the H oly Spirit to enable 
them , as they have received  C hrist Jesus the Lord , so to w alk in him  that they m ay hold fast 
that w hich they have received  lest they prove to  have run in vain; that their m anner o f  life m ay 
be as becom es the gospel; that they m ay bear about w ith them , con tinua lly , the dying  o f  the 
Lord Jesus so that the life a lso  o f Jesus m ay be m anifested  in their m ortal bodies; that their light 
m ay so shine before m en that o thers, seeing their good w orks, m ay glorify  their Father w ho is 
in heaven.

G . An offering  for the poor o r o ther good purposes is appropria te  in connection  w ith this serv ice, 
and may be m ade at such tim e as ordered  by the session.

H. A psalm  o r hym n should be sung fo llow ed by a su itable B iblical benediction .

C H A P T E R  54. The Solem nization  o f M arriage.
54-1 . M arriage is a divine institution though not a sacram ent, nor an institu tion  pecu liar to the church o f
C hrist. It is p roper that every  com m onw ealth , for the good o f socie ty , m ake law s to regulate m arriage,
w hich all citizens are bound to obey.
54-2 . C hristians should m arry only in the L ord, therefore  it is fit that their m arriage be so lem nized  by a
lawful m inister, that special instruction  be given to those about to be m arried , and suitable p rayers be
o ffered  w hen they enter into this relationship .
54-3 . M arriage is to be betw een one m an and one w om an in accordance w ith the W ord o f G od.
54-4 . The parties should be o f  such years o f  d iscretion  as to be capable  o f m aking the ir ow n choice. If
they be m inors o r live with their parents, the consent o f  the parents or o thers under w hose care they are 
should be previously obtained  and well certified  to the m inister before he p roceeds to so lem nize the m arriage 
cerem ony.
54-5 . Parents should neither com pel their ch ildren to m arry contrary  to the ir inclinations o r w ithhold 
parental consent w ithout ju s t and im portant reasons.
54-6 . M arriage is o f a public nature. The w elfare o f civil socie ty , the happiness o f fam ilies, and the credit 
o f  C hristian ity , are deeply interested in it. T herefo re, the intent o f the couple to m arry should be announced 
p revious to the so lem nization o f  it.
54-7 . All m inisters should be careful that in this m atter they transgress neither the law s o f  G od  nor the 
law s o f  the com m unity . A dditionally , they should pay close atten tion  to the C hap ter 24 in the C onfession  
o f  F aith  on M arriage and D ivorce. T o  insure that they m ay not destroy  the peace and com fort o f  fam ilies.
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m inisters should be assured that w ith respect to the parties apply ing  to them  no ju s t ob jections exist against 
their m arriage.
54-8. The m inister should keep  a p roper register o f  the nam es o f all persons w hom  he m arries and o f  the 
tim e o f  their m arriage for the perusal o f all w hom  it m ay concern.

C H A PT E R  55. The Funeral W orship  Service.
55-1 . T he elem ents o f  w orsh ip  p roper for such an occasion  are: the singing o f appropria te  psalm s, hym ns 
o r spiritual songs, the reading o f som e suitable portion  o r portions o f Scripture w ith such rem arks as it m ay 
seem  proper to the m inister to m ake, and p rayer in w hich the bereaved  shall be especially  rem em bered  and 
G o d 's  grace sought on their behalf that they m ay be sustained  and com forted  in their so rrow , and that their 
affliction  may be blessed to their spiritual good.
55-2 . T hese funeral serv ices are to be left largely to  the d iscretion o f  the m in ister perform ing them , but 
he should alw ays rem em ber that the p roper object o f the serv ice is the w orsh ip  o f  G od and the consola tion  
o f the living.

C H A P T E R  56. D ays o f Fasting and Thanksgiving .
56-1 . The observance o f  days o f  fasting and o f thanksg iv ing , as the d ispensations o f D ivine P rovidence 
may d irec t, is Scriptural.
56-2 . Fasting and thanksgiv ing m ay be observed by individual C hristians, by fam ilies, by particu lar 
congregations, by a num ber o f  congregations jo in tly , o r by all the congregations o f  ou r church.

56-3. It should be left to the judgm en t and d iscretion  o f  every C hristian  and fam ily to determ ine w hen it 
is p roper to observe a private fast o r thanksg iv ing , and to the church  sessions to determ ine fo r particu lar 
congregations, and to the p resbyteries, to determ ine for larger districts. W hen it is deem ed exped ien t that 
a fast o r thanksgiv ing  should be general, the call for it should be issued by the G eneral A ssem bly . If at 
any tim e the civil pow er should appoint a fast and thanksgiving  in keeping w ith the C hristian  F a ith , it is 
the duty o f the m inisters and people o f  ou r com m union to pay all due respect to it.
56-4 . A ppropriate notice should be given before the appointed day o f fasting o r thanksg iv ing , that persons 
may so order their affairs as to allow  them  to attend  p roperly  to the duties o f the day.
56-5. Public w orship is appropria te  upon all such days. T he  prayers, the sing ing , the selections o f Scrip tu re , 
and the serm ons should all be in a special m anner adapted  to the occasion .
56-6. On days o f  fasting, the m inister should point out the authority and providences calling for the observance. 
He should spend m ore than the usual tim e in solem n prayer and particu lar confession  o f  sin , especially  the 
sins o f the day and place.
56-7. O n days o f  thanksg iv ing , the m in ister should give inform ation respecting  the authority  and  p rov i
dences w hich call for the observance. He should spend m ore than the usual tim e in giv ing  thanks appropriate 
to the occasion  and in singing psalm s, hym ns, o r spiritual songs o f  p raise. O n these days, the people should 
rejoice w ith holy gladness o f  heart. T heir jo y  should be tem pered w ith reverence, that they indulge in no 
excess o r unbecom ing levity.

C H A PT E R  57 . Private and Fam ily W orship.
57-1. In addition to public w orship , it is the duty o f  each  person in secret, and o f every  fam ily in private , 
to w orship God.
57-2. Secret w orship is m ost plain ly  enjo ined  by ou r Lord. In this duty everyone should  spend som e tim e 
apart in prayer, reading the Scrip tu res, holy m edita tion , and serious self-exam ination . T he m any advantages 
arising from  a conscientious perform ance o f  these duties are best know n to those w ho are found in the 
faithful d ischarge o f them .
57-3. Fam ily w orship , w hich should be observed  by every  fam ily , consists in prayer, reading  the Scrip tures, 
and singing p raises, o r in som e briefer form  o f outspoken recognition  o f  G od.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S (C ontinued)
35. That the possible am endation  o f  B C O  19-9 be answ ered by the action o f  the A ssem bly  on O verture 

4 (R ecom m endation  25).
36. That O verture 23 to the T hirteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  be answ ered by the action o f  the A ssem bly  on 

O verture 4 (R ecom m endation  25), if affirm ative. If  the A ssem bly  deny the overtu re , that BC O  21-4 
be am ended by the deletion  o f  sentences 4-7 w hich reads: "O rd inarily , the in te rn . ..”  dow n to  “ . . . .  
In all cases."  and that the next sentence begin “ He should b e .. ." .
Grounds:
A. W ith respect to item s 1-4, we m ake the fo llow ing notations:

1. For the sake o f  sim plic ity , the PCA needs to  keep  the licensure exam ination  for both 
candidates for ord ination  and for non-candidates as now  provided in B C O  19-2.

2. The exam ination  for licensure by defin ition  (B C O  19-2) should be BA SIC  in order to
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preserve the purity o f the preaching o f  the G ospel, and to provide regu lar preaching o f  the W ord 
in certa in  churches (19-1).

B. W ith respect to item 5 , we m ake the fo llow ing notations:
1. T he G eneral A ssem bly previously turned  dow n an am endm ent to  p rovide an exam ination  

in A pologetics (M I2 G A , p. 133, item  30).
2. Pending final action by the p resby teries, and possib ly  by the G A , the exam ination  in 

Presbyterian  history will be determ ined.
3. As to the apparent d iscrepancies in the o rdination  exam inations w hich m ay allow  no 

exam ination  by the presbytery (B C O  21 -4 , 1) if  it w as covered  satisfacto rily  in the BA SIC  
licensure exam ination  yet 21-4 2 requires a carefu l exam ination  in all areas, we recom m end that 
it be resolved by the above deletion . This w ould  require C A R E FU L  exam inations (B C O  21-4,
2) in all areas excep t apologetics and church  history.

37. That the C onstitu tional Inquiry raised  under the report o f the R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resbytery  at the 
T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly (w hat parts o f trials fo r licensure and o rd ination  m ay be done by less 
than the full Presbytery) be answ ered  by the follow ing:
“ 1. Except in those areas o therw ise specified by the B C O , all parts o f  the trial m ust be conducted
by Presbytery  as a w hole.
2. T he Presbytery  m ay rely in part upon the report o f  its com m ittees in de term in ing  the depth  and 
duration  o f its ow n exam ination , but in all cases the exam ination  m ust be conducted  to the satisfaction  
o f the Presbytery.
3. P resbytery  m ust record  its decision  concerning  each area  o f  exam ination  as specified.
4. Previous A ssem blies have determ ined that the exam ination  m ay not be conducted  by a com m is
s io n .(e .g . M I2 G A , p. 195, 5 .b .)  If  the A ssem bly  desires that this be explic itly  reflected  in the BC O  
it should instruct this com m ittee  to prepare appropria te  language.

38. That the c itation to N. Texas Presbytery  to appear and show  cause to  the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  
be voided in light o f their tim ely  response to the excep tions previously  c ited , and that the actions o f 
the Presbytery  regarding  those exceptions be accepted  as satisfactory .

39. That the cita tion  to the K orean E astern Presbytery  to appear and show  cause to the Fourteenth  G eneral 
A ssem bly  be voided in light o f  their tim ely response, and that the m inutes be subm itted to the C om m ittee 
on R eview  and C ontrol for evaluation .

40. That the com plain t o f  T E  Shell vs G reat Lakes Presbytery  be found not in order. G rounds: An A ppeal 
(14-25) is in order in this m atter, thus precluding  a com plain t (B C O  43-1). If  the A ssem bly  find the 
appeal not in o rder, we recom m end that this com plain t then be found in order.

41. TTiat the six com plain ts o f RE Dye et a l. vs M issouri Presbytery  be found in o rder and that a single 
com m ission  be appoin ted  to adjudicate all the com plain ts.

42. That the advice o f the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regard ing  C onstitu tional Inquiry 13 be ratified 
(see I.C . 13 above).

43. That the advice o f the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding C onstitu tional Inquiry 14 be ratified 
(see I.C . 14 above).

44. That the advice o f the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 15 be ratified 
(see I.C . 15 above).

45 . T hat the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 16 be ratified 
(see I.C . 16 above).

46 . T hat the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 17 be ratified 
(see I.C . 17 above).

47 . That the advice o f the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 18 be ratified 
(see I.C . 18 above).

48 . That the advice o f the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 19 be ratified 
(see I.C . 19 above).

49 . That the advice o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness regarding  C onstitu tional Inquiry 20 be ratified 
(see I .C .20 above).

50. That the advice to the S tated C lerk  be ra tified  (see I.D .2  above).
5 1. That the fo llow ing report on the C onstitu tionality  o f the R eport o f the A d-In terim  C om m ittee  on  the 

G eneral A ssem bly  be received.

Preface
It is the responsib ility  o f  the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to  exam ine proposed  am endm ents to the

C onstitu tion  regarding  their ‘constitu tiona lity .’ T his exam ination  is to evaluate  the consistency  o f  the
proposed am endm ents w ith the existing  docum ents as w ell as w ith the princip les o f  those docum ents. It is
not the responsib ility  o f the C om m ittee  to speak to the m erits o f  the proposed changes.
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Exhibit B: Proposed  A m endm en t to B C O  14-2
C urrently  a R uling E lder is a representative  o f a congregation  to the P resbytery  and the G eneral A ssem bly. 

In a purely delegated  A ssem bly , the m em bers are delegates o f  the P resbytery . T he  proposed ‘O ther Y ears 
A ssem bly ' (III) m ay be com posed o f both. T his arrangem ent is internally  inconsisten t, and does not deal 
with responsibility  fo r expenses (BCO 10-6).

E xhibit C: Proposed  A m endm en ts to B C O  151.
1. T here  is a m ajor constitu tional change involved in the election  o f  a com m ission  (w hich  acts on 
behalf o f a court) w hich m ay be com posed o f  m en not m em bers o f  that court (N ew  15-6) e lected  by 
a body (bodies) o ther than that court (N ew  15-5). T hus decisions m ay be rendered  (to  the point o f  
their approval by the A ssem bly) by a body o ther than the A ssem bly.
2. The p roposed 15-3 takes the A ssem bly procedure  fo r com m ission  reports (R A O  12-5) and m akes 
this procedure constitu tionally  required  for p resbyteries.
3. Presently  B C O  14-1-9 provides a general guide for constitu tion  o f  com m ittees to include p ropo r
tional representa tions o f  all P resbyteries ‘w henever p o s s ib le '. Proposed 15-4 m akes this a constitu tional 
rule in relation  to the p roposed perm anent jud ic ia l com m ission .
4. The p roposed "R egional Judicial C om m issions"  in troduce a  regional level o f  jud ic ia l au thority  
w ithout correspond ing  regional courts.

E xhibit A and M inority  Report 
S ince no specific am endm ents to the C onstitu tion  w ere proposed , the C om m ittee  on Judicial 

B usiness w as unable to evaluate the recom m endations o f  E xhibit A o r the M inority  R eport.
52. That the p roposed am endm ent be found not in order.

G rounds:
1. B C O  46 -4  requires that an associate m em ber o f  a church  m ust hold m em bersh ip  in ano ther church.
2. The proposed am endm ent does not properly  belong in B C O  6 but in chap ter 12 (as does 46-4).
3. The question  revolves around their reception  as m em bers, not as associate m em bers.
W e recom m end that if  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ishes to address this p roblem  that they refer it to  the 
C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to prepare appropria te  language in consu ltation  w ith M NA  and the 
C haplains C om m ission .

53. That the O verture  from  G u lf C oast Presbytery  regarding  instruction  to the G A  com m ittees be found 
not in order.
G rounds: A com m ittee cannot be instructed to act contrary  to the B C O .

54. That the O verture  from  Jam es R iver P resbytery  regard ing  B C O  P reface II (1) be found in o rder and 
referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the notation that an am endm ent 
to the Preface is currently  before the A ssem bly.

55. That the O verture from  Louisiana Presbytery  regard ing  the defin ition  o f "evangelical church” be found
in order and referred to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Jud icial B usiness.

56. That the O verture from  M issouri Presbytery  regarding  the quorum  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  be found
in order and referred  to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness.

57. That the O verture  from  Eastern C arolina  Presbytery  regarding  the seating o f “v isiting  b reth ren” be 
found not in order.
G rounds: T he overture  is not in p roper form .

58. That the O verture  from  A scension P resbytery  regard ing  jud icia l dead lines be found in o rder and 
referred to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness.

59. That the O verture from  W estern  C arolinas Presbytery  regard ing  provision  o f  an ex traord inary  clause 
for reception o f m inisters from  o ther denom inations be found in o rder and referred  to the C om m ittee  
o f  C om m issioners on Judicial Business.

60. That the G eneral A ssem bly  instruct the C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness to  prepare  language to clarify  
the role o f  A ssistant Pastor, (see I .C .1 3 , 2 o f  answ er).

M inority R eport A
R ecom m endation  9 (C onstitu tional Inquiry I).

That the follow ing be adopted  by the A ssem bly  as the response to  C onstitu tional Inquiry 1.
“The PCA B C O  4-3 reads ‘Its ju risd ic tion , being  a jo in t pow er, is lodged in the church  session , w hich 

consists o f  its Pastor, Pastors, its A ssociate Pastor(s) and its R uling E ld e rs .’ B C O  12-1 (4) reads ‘The 
church Session consists o f  the pastor, associate pasto r(s), if  there be any, and the R uling  E lders o f  a ch u rc h .’ 
Thus the BC O  is not consistent.

PCA practice has been to recognize one pasto r as the ‘sen io r pasto r’ in churches served by m ultiple 
pastors. (See B C O  12-1 and 23-1, 3)

"S ince the BC O  m akes no specific provision  for co-pasto rs, various sections w hich clearly  envision  a 
single pastor w ould cause difficu lties for w hich the B C O  p rovides no solu tion  (e .g . the M oderato r o f  the
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Session, succession  to the Senior Pastor).
“O n the principle o f plurality  o f  e lders, the concept o f co -pasto r w ould not be inim ical to presbyterianism . 

That ‘m ultiple pasto rs ' o r ‘co-pasto rs’ have historical precedent in presby terian ism  is found in W hat is 
Presbyterian L a w ? . J .A . H odge, 1903 e d ., p .49 . 'W h a t are co-pasto rs?  M inisters associated  as pastors over 
one o r m ore churches, having equal au th o rity .' The BC O  o f  the PC U S, 1932, X IV . 64 reads ‘In churches 
w here there are 2 o r m ore Pastors, they shall, w hen present, a lternately p res ide ’ (at a session m eeting).

"T he Session m ay w ant to ask the presbytery to overture  the G eneral A ssem bly for a constitutional 
change to allow  such.

"G rounds: The m ere recognition  o f am biguity  in the BC O , and the absence o f  specific p rovisions as
to the functioning  o f co-pastors is insufficient to ju stify  this C om m ittee’s g iv ing  such negative direction . 
T his is particu larly  true in that the C om m ittee’s advice runs coun ter to the history  o f Presbyterian  churches 
and seeks to preclude a practice w hich neither the W ord o f  G od nor P resbyterian polity  p roh ib its."

RE John Van V oorhis

M inority R eport B
R ecom m endation 45 (C onstitutional Inquiry 16).

That the follow ing be adopted  as the response o f the A ssem bly  to C onstitu tional Inquiry 16:
“ I. ‘T he BC O  4 -3 .1 2 -1 , 22-2 lists the m em bers o f  the Session w hich include Pastors, A ssociate 
Pastors, and R uling E lders. Every m em ber o f  the Session , including the m oderato r, is en titled  to  vote 
by virtue o f his m em bership  in the Session.

‘The m oderator m ay vote on all issues, not only  in breaking or creating  a tie v o te .’ M I3 G A  p. 
242, item  10.
"2 . ‘The BC O  is not explicit on this m atter o f  changes in term s o f call. S ince B C O  20-6 requires 
that term s o f call be determ ined by the congregation  (including  financial stipulations) any changes in 
those term s m ust also be approved by the cong regation ."  (D ifference from  M ajority  R eport in ita lics.) 
"G rounds: This response is supported by the p rior action o f the G eneral A ssem bly in the parallel
m atter o f  presbytery  approval o f changes in the term s o f  call: BC O  20-1 indicates that Presbytery 
m ust approve the call o f a pastor. T he call establishes the re la tionsh ip  o f  the pasto r to the calling 
body. T he BC O  is silent concerning  am ending the call; how ever, inasm uch as the initial re la tionship  
m ust be approved by P resbytery , it w ould follow  that if any changes are m ade in the orig inal call, 
the Presbytery would necessarily  have to approve the changes in the call fo r the pro tection  o f  both 
the pasto r and the calling b o d y .’ ( M l I G A ,  p. 101, item 5 5 .)"

RE John Thom pson 
TF. R odney King
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APPENDIX J

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA  
TO 

THE 14TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
AMERICA

I. IN T R O D U C T IO N
A. T he body o f  the church , as analogous to the hum an body , is carefu lly  draw n in I C orin th ians 12 

and is a p icture your com m ittees, boards and agencies have constantly  in their m inds. In view ing its ow n 
m inistry  as a com m ittee o f  the A ssem bly , M ission to  N orth A m erica  is acutely  aw are o f  the d iverse  m inistries 
en trusted to it and o f  the ir in terdependence. N ot only are the departm ents o f  M N A  interrela ted  but the 
re la tionship  o f  each  part to o ther parts o f the G eneral A ssem bly  are in constan t review . F o r instance , a 
church p lanting team  targeting  the H ispanic com m unity  o f  L os A ngeles cannot be d ivorced  from  a church 
planting team  in M exico  C ity . T hese  are the tw o largest M exican  com m unities in the w orld  w hose sim ilarities 
o f environm ent and opportunity  outw eigh differences.

B. W e recognize the re la tionship  o f  our internal adm inistra tion  to the adm in istra tion  o f  the o ther 
com m ittees and to  their unique m inistries as w ell. For instance, the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  asked M NA 
to “ identify resources and tra in ing  m aterials on m inistry  to  the deaf, assem ble  these m ateria ls  a n d  m ake  
them  ava ilab le  to local c h u rc h es ..." . It is the la tter part o f  this o rder that, in ou r v iew , m ore properly  
belongs to C E /P  as ou r recom m endation  will show  and w ith w hich C E /P  agrees. T he  first three  G eneral 
A ssem blies spoke o f M N A 's  responsib ility  for rad io  program s that w ould  not on ly  m in iste r but prom ote 
PCA recognition  for the benefit o f church  developm ent. C E /P  later found itse lf in this p ic tu re  and now  we 
are w orking  tow ard  a  united  proposal for the 14th G eneral A ssem bly . W e recognize  ou r d iversity  o f  function 
but our unity o f purpose.

II. G O A L S
A. In 1982 we asked G od to enable the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  to double  her m em bership  

w ithin ten years. The 10th G eneral A ssem bly approved this v ision for the future. As w e began that year 
ou r com bined m em bership  (R PC E S and PCA ) w as 114,292. A 7 .2  percent grow th  rate w as pro jected . To 
be on track a m em bership  o f  140,799 w as necessary  by the end o f  1984. M em bersh ip  at that tim e was 
actually 145,445. O ur 1985 yearbook should report a m em bersh ip  (com m unicants and m inisters) o f  150,936 
if we are to be on target.

B W e also  pro jected  a church  developm ent goal in 1982 o f  one m ission  church organ ized  in each 
presbytery plus ten o thers in each year. C urren tly , this w ould require 50 new ly organ ized  churches in both 
1985 and 1986. W e hesitate to say that in 1984 on ly  27 churches w ere o rgan ized , for ou r goal m ay have 
been overly am bitious. H ow ever, we w ould like to  retain  the goal, for it is yet atta inab le  as show n by the 
fact that presbytery M NA  chairm en count 125 m ission  churches o r beg inn ing  m inistries across N orth 
A m erica. If m aturation can be expected  in a little less than three  years ou r goal should be a tta ined . W e 
have excellent pastors w ho have been assessed  and are p repared  to go as church planters. W e only lack the 
funds to send them .

C . O ur grow ing concern  is for the sm all church  and its pastor. As one pasto r said recen tly , “T he large 
church has its needs and the needs o f its s taff m et from  w ithin w hile the m ission church  is cared  for by 
A ssem bly and presbytery M NA  com m ittees. But w ho cares for the pasto r o f  the sm all church  that m ay be 
struggling for survival, helping him  w ith tra in ing  in church  developm en t, evangelism , e tc .,  that m ay m ake 
the d ifference betw een success and fa ilure?” W e believe that there should  be room  for him  in train ing  
program s such as ou r Ferrum  conference and that larger churches, presbyteries and A ssem bly  com m ittees 
should give special a ttention and. if  necessary , financial help. T h is w ould , inciden tally , help  ou r denom ination  
to reach its goals.

III. A C TIV ITY
A. This C om m ittee  has held four m eetings since the last A ssem bly . It sponsored  a m eeting  fo r the 

M NA com m ittee chairm en o f  ou r 40  presbyteries and m ost w ere in a ttendance. A m eeting  w as held , with 
the jo in t sponsorship  o f  M T W , fo r the church m issions com m ittee  chairm en w ho oversee  large m issions 
program s, w ith their pastors T he C oord inato r m et w ith  the O PC  H om e M issions C om m ittee  and represen
tatives from  that com m ittee have attended m eetings o f M NA  in an attem pt to becom e be tte r acquain ted . A 
tw o-day spiritual retreat and p lanning session w as held for the key staffs o f  all PC A  com m ittees, boards 
and agencies. M NA hosted a m eeting o f  the Jo in t C om m ission  on C haplains and M ilitary  Personnel as w ell 
as the N A PA R C  H om e M issions C onsultation . The staff w as represented  in an in terdenom inational “G reat 
C om m ission Executive P lanning Session" in Pasadena, C alifo rn ia . O f great im portance w as a jo in t consu l
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tation o f  the M NA  representatives from  the three w estern presbyteries, w ith the A ssem bly  staff, to plan the 
developm ent o f  the church in the W est over the next five years. A special five-year em phasis in the W est 
was approved by the 13th G eneral A ssem bly.

B. T he C oordinator has continued to represent the PCA  before sessions and congregations w ish ing  to 
study the PCA with the possib ility  o f m em bership . T here  have been w elcom e additions as a result o f these 
opportunities. T he staff has also participated  in m issions conferences th roughout the church  and has attended 
m any p resbytery  M NA com m ittee m eetings. W e have been in discussions w ith brethren  in C anada regarding  
ou r nam e and the desire o f  som e to be relieved o f its nationalistic  im plications. C anada w ants less dom inance 
from  its neighbor to the south. T he m ove tow ard the creation  o f  a new  reform ed and evangelical denom ination  
in F rench-speaking Q uebec continues but at a very deliberate  pace. W e m ust w ork through the w ell-established  
thought patterns o f  denom inations that have m inistered there m uch longer than we have.

C . In the year 1985 your A ssem bly M NA  C om m ittee  in itiated 20 new church p lanting effo rts. A lthough 
these new  beginnings w ere scattered through the year, som e as late as D ecem ber, we nevertheless saw the 
core g roups w hich to taled less than 250 m em bers grow in the year to 1 ,300, a 400  percent g row th . It is 
now typical for an organizing  pasto r to begin public w orsh ip  with 50-70 people  anyw here from  tw o to six 
m onths a fter arrival, w ith grow th to 75-100 by the end o f  the first year.

In response to the request o f M NA com m ittees in p resbyteries as reported  to the 13th G A , the C om m ittee 
in 1985 appointed  M r. Tom  H aw kes to w ork under T he R ev. M r. K ennedy Sm artt as D irecto r o f  C hurch 
G row th Program s. M r. H aw kes will take up his duties this sum m er a fter he com pletes his executive 
responsib ilities w ith "A m sterdam  '8 6 " .

D. The A ssem bly w ill recall that in the report o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners last year, M NA 
w as thanked  for having responded to the oft-expressed  need fo r coordination  and leadership  in the area  o f 
m inistries o f  m ercy (Journa l p. 115 par. 23). W ith such encouragem ent we have now  em ployed  a D isaster 
Services C oordinator on a part-tim e salary. M r. Bill R ushbrook is w orking w ith presbyteries tow ard the 
developm ent o f area  d isaster response coordinators and the train ing  o f d isaster response team s. T he C om m ittee  
has also approved policies for the D isaster and D iaconal Fund w hich will be subm itted  with this report. 
The B iblical G uidelines for M ercy M inistry  w hich w ere subm itted  to the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  and sent 
back for rev ision , will again be put before this A ssem bly . The budget for M ercy has been  set apart from 
the M NA  budget, as previously approved , because both  d isasters and d isaste r response are so d ifficu lt to 
predict.

E. W hile M N A  retains its church build ing  departm ent, a separate organ ization  called  “ Investors Fund 
for B uilding and D evelopm ent, P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica", has been estab lished  to adm in ister the 
interest-loan program . The docum ents and financial reporting for this new  organ ization  will be presented 
through the C om m ittee on A dm inistration . T E  Jack O ttinger has been  em ployed as loan m anager. T he Five 
M illion Fund continues and it is perceived that it w ill have an increasing  m inistry  to the new ly organized 
churches. C hurches and individuals are urged to look upon this fund as an im portant part o f  our m ission 
and w orthy o f designated  support. In 1985 ten loans w ere m ade for a total o f  $ 2 7 9 ,000 , bringing  to 36 the 
num ber o f churches that have received  loans since its inception. T hese churches received  $ 2 ,0 t5 ,2 0 0 . 
D uring the year the C hurch B uilding Program s departm ent consulted  w ith over UK) churches that w ere 
entering a build ing  program .

F. For a year your C om m ittee  has researched the need expressed  by our m inisters and congregations 
for a coordinated  denom inational m inistry  to in ternational students studying  in this country . A fter looking 
at the statistics the need was ev iden t and the opportunity  to influence w orld leadership  w ith the G ospel o f 
C hrist w as com pelling . It w as decided  that this should be a cam pus ra ther than an e thnic m inistry  and the 
task w as assigned to the G eneral A ssem bly’s C am pus M inistries departm ent. A policy  has been draw n and 
is subm itted to the A ssem bly with this report.

G . In 1985 four assessm ent centers w ere held and 80 m inisters and m inisterial students w ere assessed 
as to their gifts fo r church  planting . W e m ust express ou r gratitude to Dr. T hom as G raham  for providing 
leadership , ex tensive know ledge and experience in the assessm ent process. T his process continues to save 
men from  frustration due to m isplacem ent and to save m ission churches from  failure. W e are grateful that 
the G eneral A ssem bly has urged its presbyteries to use the assessm ent cen ter w hen choosing  organizing  
pastors.

H. T he 13th GA  asked its M NA  C om m ittee  to m ake a study o f salary levels o f  pastors and organizing  
pastors and report to the 14th G A  its guidelines for setting the salaries o f  organ izing  pastors. W hen beginning 
the study it w as d iscovered  that Insurance, A nnuities and R elief had ju s t com ple ted  a salary study and that 
w as m ade available to us. 1A&R concluded that the average "to tal package" o f  the PCA pasto r w as $33 ,822 . 
That inform ation confirm ed our m ore inform al findings and M NA  has therefore  not dup licated  the effort 
o f I A & R . T he second part o f the A ssem bly order to M NA  is easily  answ ered  by listing the seven considerations 
that influence the w riting o f  a “call” w hich m ust be approved by a presbytery: (1) Special train ing  in church 
planting; (2) Previous experience in church p lanting; (3) A ssessm ent cen ter findings; (4) Previous salary;
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(5) C ost o f living in the target c ity; (6) E conom ic level o f target people; (7) Age. S ince we are carefully  
choosing especially  gifted m en and often m en with considerable  experience , we adhere c losely  to the average 
pa s to r 's  rem uneration .

I. W e w ere d isappoin ted  w ith the response to ou r appeal fo r M ercy in l9 8 5 - '8 6 . “L ove E xpressed” , as 
we nam ed it, w as observed  as a special even t in 150 o f  ou r churches and con tribu tions to ta led  $ 2 6 ,355 .49 . 
W e again ask for an annual one-day em phasis on m ercy, at the d iscretion  o f  the local session , and that an 
o ffering  be encouraged  for the A ssem bly 's  M ercy M inistries. A t the sam e tim e we encourage open hands 
and hearts th roughout the A ssem bly  for Bethany C hristian  Services w hich has the A ssem bly  endorsem ent. 
The m eaning o f endorsem ent is suggested for your consideration  in the attached A dm in istra tive  Policies for 
the D isaster and D iaconal Fund.

J. T he w estern expansion  o f  the church approved by the 13th G A  and m entioned in III A above is 
m uch m ore than a slogan o r prom otional dev ice. A n in ter-presbytery  consu ltation  w as h e ld , crite ria  for 
church p lanting in the W est approved , c ities for possib le  first starts iden tified , and the p rofessional guidelines 
for a representative in a w estern o ffice , as proposed by this C om m ittee , w ere endorsed . Som e dem ographics 
have been done and m uch m ore rem ains to be accom plished. W hen  the results o f  the consu ltation  w ere 
reported to the three presbyteries they w ere en thusiastically  received. It rem ains fo r the churches and 37 
other presbyteries to see the overw helm ing  need o f  the W est and ou r opportunity  to becom e a truly national 
church.

K. As previously m entioned, the first and succeeding G eneral A ssem blies saw  the use o f  radio as a 
m eans o f  outreach  w ith the G ospel and grow th for the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. W ith the C oord inato r 
o f  C E /P  the M NA  C oord inato r, w ith C om m ittee encouragem ent, has ta lked to D r. Jam es B oice, speaker 
o f the B ible Study H our and now  President o f  E vangelical M in istries, In c ., about ou r sponsorsh ip  o f  the 
B ible Study H our in certain  c ities with the c lear recogn ition  o f  the PCA  as a sponsor. Precise language to 
be used in sponsorship  is being w orked out but we w ill ask the approval o f the re la tionsh ip  w ith B ible 
Study H our by this A ssem bly. T his m ay lead to  new  frontiers o f  com m unication  and even TV  m inistries 
in the future.

L. The C anadian  m em bers o f  the Presbytery o f  the N orthw est have agreed to propose no o ther denom i
national nam e for use in C anada. M eetings w ere held w ith the Presbytery  o f Eastern  C anada , as ordered  
by the 13th A ssem bly (Jo u rn a l , p. 132). T he C anadians will not press fo r a change in the d enom ina tion 's  
nam e, will recognize their freedom  to use any local church  nam e satisfactory  to congregation  and presbytery 
and agree to the goal o f a new  C anadian  denom ination , s ister to  the PC A , by the end o f th is cen tu ry . To 
accom plish  this they w ill need the special a ttention o f the church  p lanting arm  o f  G A  and a generous, loving 
com m itm ent from  the churches in the U SA .

M. T he report o f  the Jo in t C om m ission  on C hap lains and M ilitary Personnel is a ttached . T he C om m ittee 
draw s special a ttention to the need , felt deeply  by ou r chap lains, to relate their converts and those w hom  
they have baptized , to the organized  church on earth . T herefo re , an addition to the B C O  is requested .

N . O ne o f  the m ost fruitful developm ents o f  recent years has been  the form ation o f  the m issions 
conference currently  held at Ferrum  C ollege in V irg in ia. This is a jo in t M T W /M N A  project; 627 w ere 
registered in July 1985 and there w ere 44  in attendance for the C hurch  D evelopm ent sem inars conducted  
by your C om m ittee  on M NA . The next conference w ill be held  July 12-18 and it is hoped that m any m ore 
will profit from this fellow ship  and train ing .

O . W ith the rapidly changing face o f A m erica , e thnic m inistries take on increasing  im portance. O ur 
tw o C hinese churches are now  self-supporting  and TE . Sam  Ling will becom e ou r C hinese  C oord ina to r to 
develop new m inistries and leadership . T here  are now  42 K orean churches and 51 K orean m inisters in the 
PCA and Dr. Dan K im  is ou r Korean C oord inato r. O ur Japanese m inistry  m ay expand  in 1986-’87. Black 
m inistries now  hold greater prom ise with a B lack C oord ina to r, G erald  A ustin , a  form al arrangem ent w ith 
the C en ter for U rban T heological S tudies for consultative  serv ices and funds provided for B lack scholarsh ips. 
H ispanic m inistries now  concentrate  in three locations and a H ispanic team  m inistry  is to be developed in 
Los A ngeles.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
A. In reply to the 13th G eneral A ssem bly we request—

1. That the A ssem bly receive the paper entitled  “ D eaf M inistry: A G uide fo r C hurches” w hich includes 
an annotated bib liography o f  m aterials for m inistries w ith the d e a f  as requested  by the 13th G A  and 
leave w ith C E /P  the responsib ility  to  “assem ble these m aterials and m ake them  availab le  to  local 
chu rches ."  (A T T A C H M E N T  A)

2. That the A ssem bly review  the revised “ B iblical G uidelines for M ercy M inistry  in the PC A " and 
e ither approve o r take o ther appropria te  action . (A T T A C H M E N T  B)

3. That the A ssem bly note the em ploym ent o f a D isaster Services C oord ina to r, as o rdered , and urge that 
presbyteries proceed to identify area coordinators and train disaster response team s. The Assem bly should
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also  review  the “A dm inistra tive  Policies o f  the D isaster and D iaconal Fund. ” (A T T  A C H M E N T  C)
4 . That the A ssem bly again approve an annual one-day em phasis on  m ercy at the d iscretion  o f  the 

church session and that an offering  be encouraged fo r the A ssem b ly 's  M ercy M inistries.
5. That the A ssem bly  recognize the R evolving B uild ing  Fund , operated  as a trust, as ordered  but under 

the nam e "Investors Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent, Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica .” 
(A T T A C H M E N T  D)

6. That the A ssem bly  accept the salary study done by IA & R  as satisfactorily  answ ering  its request for 
such a study and approve the guidelines for setting organizing  pasto r salaries as listed under III H 
above.

7. That the A ssem bly  answ er the overture  from  the Presbytery  o f  E astern C anada (M 1 3 G A , p . 132, 
III R ecom m endation  3) by expressing  a com m itm ent to a truly national church  in both the U nited 
States and in C anada. Pending the developm ent o f  sufficient strength  in C anada to m ake a denom i
nation feasib le, the C anadians should take a nam e, o r  nam es, acceptable to C anadians w ithout 
attem pting  to disavow  their in ternational re la tionships. T he A ssem bly  on its part will o rder its 
C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , and encourage its o ther presbyteries and churches, to  o ffer 
the C anadians all possib le  aid for the developm ent o f  a C anadian  national church . T he goal o f a 
C anadian  denom ination  by the year 2000 is hereby declared .

O ther R ecom m endations
1. T he A ssem bly  should review  the report o f  B ethany C hristian  Services (A T T A C H M E N T  E) and consi

der the m eaning o f  “endorsem ent" suggested  in "A dm in istra tive  Policies fo r the D isaster and D iaconal 
Fund” (A ttachm ent E ,IIC 1). T he A ssem bly  is asked to  hear a ten-m inute  report on  B ethany C hristian 
Services from  M r. Jam es K. H avem an, B ethany ’s new  Executive D irector.

2. The A ssem bly is asked to recognize the developm ent o f In ternational S tudent M inistries and approve 
the policy. (A T T A C H M E N T  F)

3. The A ssem bly  is asked to review  the plan o f  M NA  and the three w estern  presbyteries to accom plish  
the A ssem bly 's  w ishes for em phasis on w estern expansion  and support the concept o f  a w estern 
office  to  facilitate  this em phasis over a period o f  five years. (A T T A C H M E N T  G )

4 . The Joint C om m ission  on C haplains and M ilitary Personnel has recom m ended an addition  to the 
B C O  that w ould  enable chaplains to bring  people into the fe llow sh ip  o f  the PCA (A T T A C H M E N T  
H ). T he addition is m ost easily  placed here: B C O  C hap ter 6 , Par. 5

C hurches m ay receive in absentia  as A ssociate M em bers baptized  m em bers o f  the arm ed  forces 
and their dependents w ho are unable to be p resen t to be received  into associate m em bersh ip  due 
to  m ilitary du ty , w hen personally  exam ined  by a chaplain  endorsed  by our com m ission  on 
chaplains. It is expected  that as soon as m ilitary duty  perm its such associate m em bers w ill becom e 
full m em bers o f  a local church w hen exam ined  and adm itted  by the session.

5. The Jo in t C om m ission  also asks the G eneral A ssem bly to approve the fo llow ing addition  to its 
constitu tion  under A rticle III:

The C om m ission  may serve as the endorsing  agency fo r applicants o f  non-m em ber denom inations 
w hich are in doctrinal agreem ent w ith the standards o f  the m em ber denom inations. Form al 
applications from  non-m em ber denom inations will be handled  on a case  by case  basis and will 
be subject to  approval at the next m eeting o f the C om m ission .

6. T he A ssem bly is asked to approve the use o f  the B ible Study H our o f TE . Jam es Boice and recom m end 
that its C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , presbyteries and churches sponsor the broadcast 
as a m eans o f m aking the PCA know n, for the d evelopm ent o f the church  and o f  new  congregations.

7. T he budget and incom e o f  M NA has grow n at a steady pace; the percentage is approxim ately  tw ice 
that o f  com m unicant grow th . For this we thank G od. O ur budget request for the new  fiscal year is 
d irectly  in line w ith this steady developm ent and we recom m end it to the A ssem bly  fo r its approval 
and support.

8. The election  o f the R everend T erry  G yger as C oord inato r o f  the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth 
A m erica fo r the com ing year beginning  on July 15, 1986. M r. G yger w as bom  in G lendale, A rizona 
and is 52 years o f  age. He is a graduate o f the U nviersity  o f A rizona w here he a lso  received his 
M asters D egree in Education . The M asters in T heology w as earned  at the C onservative  Baptist 
T heological Sem inary in D enver. T erry  w as founder o f M en in A ction (la ter M inistries in A ction), 
and served as its president from  1961 to 1975. In 1975 he w as o rda ined  by the South Florida 
Presbytery o f  the PC A  and was called to Im m anual C hurch , P C A , w hich he served fo r five years. 
F rom  1981 until 1984 he served the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica as A ssistan t C oord inato r 
o f C hurch  D evelopm ent. For tw o  years he has been the A ssistant Pasto r o f  Perim eter C hurch  in 
A tlanta. M r. G yger was chosen by a search com m ittee com prised  o f  T E  Frank B arker (chairm an), 
T E  Jam es B aird, R E G ordon Shaw , RE D avid G raves, and RE Bob R anson. He w as approved  by
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the M NA  C om m ittee on June 6 and that C om m ittee  now  offers his nam e in nom ination .
9. B ecause o f the increasing  num ber o f  requests for changes in P resbytery  boundaries the A ssem bly’s 

C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica recom m ends to the 14th G eneral A ssem bly  that a section 
be added to the R ules for A ssem bly O pera tions, possib ly  num bered  X , m oving the subsequent 
sections back by one num ber:

10-1 It is the responsib ility  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  to determ ine presbytery  boundaries but 
only w ith the concurrence o f  those ex isting  presbyteries affected  and usually  as a result o f their 
initiative.
10-2 In order that changes in p resbytery  boundaries m ay be m ade in an orderly  w ay and new 
presbyteries created  a fte r due consideration , the stated clerk shall respond to any request from  
a presbytery fo r a change in its boundaries, o r a request from  any source for a new  presbytery 
by referring  the m atter to a S ubcom m ittee  on B oundaries to be appoin ted  by and under the 
ju risd ic tion  o f  the perm anent C om m ittee  on  M ission to N orth A m erica.
10-3 T he subcom m ittee  will estab lish  criteria  to be applied  and shall test each  application 
against those criteria . The subcom m ittee  will report to the perm anen t C om m ittee  on M ission to 
N orth A m erica w hich will report its recom m endation , together w ith all pertinen t m aterial, to  the 
G eneral A ssem bly through the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on M ission to N orth A m erica. 

G rounds: It is the current p ractice to refer p resbytery  boundary  changes to  the C om m ittee  o f  C om 
m issioners on M ission to N orth A m erica  w hose prim ary role is to consider the w ork o f  the perm anent 
C om m ittee on the A ssem bly 's  behalf and recom m end A ssem bly  response to C om m ittee  w ork. In 
present practice the perm anent C om m ittee  m akes no recom m endation  to  w hich the C om m ittee o f 
C om m issioners can respond. N o perm anen t com m ittee  o f the A ssem bly  is now  studying the dem og
raphy o f the U nited  S tates and C anada w ith the particu lar purpose o f  help ing  presbyteries and the 
A ssem bly to develop  and expand , even through cellu lar d iv isions. The A ssem bly , from  the beg inn ing , 
gave to its perm anent C om m ittee  on M U S (M N A ) the responsib ility  to create  provisional presbyteries. 
The above recom m endation  is an ex tension  o f  that role.

10. A standard  procedure w hereby the R eform ed U niversity  M inistries o f the C om m ittee  on M ission to 
N orth A m erica can report its m in istries , s taff and finances. S ince it is a m inistry  o f  M NA  your 
A ssem bly’s auditors believed that a sim ple report o f  financial activ ity  to the A ssem bly  w as necessary 
and not a separate (from  M N A ) audited  statem ent. The report follow s as A ttachm ent I. The A ssem bly 
is asked to receive this report. All funds and oversigh t are under the oversigh t o f the presbyteries.

1 1. The C om m ittee asks the G eneral A ssem bly  to encourage local churches to  give serious consideration  
to m aking a contribution  to the diaconal fund o f  S iouxlands Presbytery  fo r the re lie f o f farm  fam ilies 
in their churches w ho have been hurt by the farm  crisis.

R espectfully  Subm itted  by the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica a fter its reading on M arch 
6 , 1986.

A T T A C H M E N T  A 

D E A F  M IN IST R Y : A G U ID E  FO R  C H U R C H E S  

M ission  to  N orth A m erica

IN T R O D U C T IO N
The T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly d irected  the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica “to identify 

resources and train ing  m aterials on m inistry  to the deaf, assem ble  these m ateria ls and m ake them  available 
to local churches for im plem enting  m inistries in their c h u rch es ."  M inutes, p. 116.

There are currently  available a num ber o f excellen t p rogram s for churches desiring  to begin a deaf 
m inistry . There is no need at the present tim e for ou r denom ination  to w rite its ow n "m anual''. R ather, the 
follow ing guide identifies resources with an annotated  b ib liography , and ou tlines the basic issues the church 
m ust address. This g uide, then , is a d oo r for the PC A  church  w ho w ishes to em bark  on this needed m inistry

From  the G eneral A ssem bly  there are currently  availab le  tw o resources. O ne is this guide you arc 
reading. It can be ordered  from  M ission to N orth A m erica , P .O . Box 1703, D ecatur, G A  30031. A lso, 
you can order W . Y oun t’s b o o k , Be O pened! An In troduction  to M in istry  W ith the D e a f  from  the C hristian 
Education and Publication C om m ittee , P .O . Box 39 , D ecatur, G A , 30031 T his is by far the best single 
reference book on the subject. W ith these tw o item s, the individual o r g roup seeking  to begin a d eaf m inistry 
w ill have all the inform ation necessary.
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I. O U T L IN E  FO R  B E G IN N IN G  A D E A F  M IN IST R Y .
There are approxim ately  1,800 ,000  hearing  im paired persons in the U nited States. T he deaf, like everyone 

e lse , are lost w ithout C hrist, yet there are m any d e a f  persons w ho are w ithout a church in their com m unity  
that is w illing to interpret the gospel for them . The need is even g rea te r am ong the d eaf w ho are from  
m inority racial and language groups.

M any churches have responded to the need. There are 800 Southern  Baptist churches alone that provide 
som e kind o f  m inistry to the deaf. But m any m ore churches m ust reach out as w ell.
A. L earn about the general needs o f  the d ea f

1. C om e to understand the nature and extent o f  deafness. W hat k inds are there? W hat are the causes?
2. Learn the psychological/cu ltural effects o f  deafness on an indiv idual. G et to know  the needs you 

are trying to m eet.
3. Learn about the special educational and vocational needs o f  the deaf. Becom e aw are o f  the debate 

over w hether the “o ra l"  (speech and speech reading) o r “m anual” (fingerspelling) m ethod o f education  
is best.

B. Identify the specific  needs o f  the d ea f in your area
1. Locate d e af persons in your com m unity .

a. There is no cen tra l, single way to locate the deaf, since the census and o ther federal records do 
not register the deaf. Therefore  it is im portant to  use several d ifferent m ethods to locate them .

b. F irst, look at very local resources. Look in the phonebook fo r any c lubs o r associations for the 
deaf, parents o f  d ea f ch ild ren , o r in terpreters for the deaf. C all the local departm ent o f  social 
serv ices, departm ent o f  vocational rehab ilita tion , o r any referral agencies for helping agencies.

c. Secondly, contact all the national organizations listed  below  under R E SO U R C E S/O rganizations. 
A sk for any state o r local chapters o r g roups w hich can give you the nam es and addresses o f 
hearing im paired persons in your area. Each organization  m ay be in con tact w ith a d ifferent 
c ircle o f  d eaf people in your area.

d. T h ird ly , there is at least one state school for the d eaf in every  state. State departm ents o f  education  
can give you inform ation on all schools and instruction  program s for hearing  im paired  ch ild ren .

e. Fourth ly , once you have contacted  a d eaf person , be sure to ask for all o f  h is/her contacts with 
o ther d e af friends and acquain tances.

2. Take a survey o f the needs o f the deaf.
a. V isit. Let the d e af person and fam ily know  that the purpose o f the v isit is to determ ine social 

and physical needs to learn how  the church m ight better m eet those needs. E xam ple o f  the kind 
o f  inform ation to gather:
Nam e
A ddress and Phone
Age
Sex
M em ber o f w hat church? A ttends ?
Christian?
Language used: oral o r sign o r both 
D eafness: total o r partial 
Education level:
E m ploym ent
D eaf O rganizations affiliated  with:
Fam ily background:
Parents are: d e af or hearing 
Parents m em bers o f a church?
W hat could  the church do  to m ake you feel at hom e?
For deaf ch ild ren , see M anual fo r  W ork W ith the D e a f  (S outhern  B aptist) for m ore help.

b. Invite. See if  the d eaf person and fam ily is w illing  to com e to the church . It is good to already 
have a m inistry  to o ffer (such as interpreted preaching  at regu lar services).

3. Use the survey (along w ith the general inform ation you have about the needs o f the deaf) to build 
a program .

4. A dvertise to reach d e af persons and fam ilies w hich you m ay have not d iscovered .
C. C hoose a Program  O ption .

1. A B ible S tudy. In the hom e o r at the church . W eeknigh t, w eekday, o r Sunday m orning o r evening .
2. Interpreted Services. Provide interpreters at regu lar serv ices. Be sure to enlist the help and input o f 

the d eaf so that the m inistry  does not decay into a "one m an(w om an)" show .
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3. D epartm ent m inistry . A m ore extensive  program  w hen m ore d eaf persons and fam ilies becom e 
involved. It may include classes for d ifferen t age groups o f hearing  im paired persons, i.e . a m ini-Sun
day school departm ent. For exam ple, paren ts  o f  d e af ch ildren  m ay have a special class w hile their 
children are in a class as w ell. M any m odels are possible.

4. A sub-congregation , m ission church , o r au tonom ous church  fo r the deaf.
a. W hen a d e af m inistry  grow s and there appear to be m any m ore d eaf persons in the com m unity  

to reach, it m ay be feasible to begin  a d e a f  congregation , w ith its ow n officers , budget, and 
even staff.

b. The d ifficu lties o f d eaf churches are tw o-fo ld . F irst, d eaf persons often  do  not m ake large salaries. 
T he financial base is sm all. Secondly , the ch ild ren  o f  d e af paren ts  w ho  are hearing  need som e 
o f the resources o f  a hearing church.

c. The advantages. D eaf C hristians can seldom  m ove into leadership  positions in a hearing  church. 
D eaf churches reach d eaf persons m ore effectively .

R esources:
T E  Jerry Seale 
c /o  First B aptist C hurch 
K noxville , Tenn. 37902 

(R ev. Seale pastors a d e af sub-congregation)

TE Larry Barnett 
P .O  Box 311 
A lexandria, LA 71301

(TE B arnett pastors a d eaf congregation . The Southern B aptists and the M issouri Synod L utherans have 
p ioneered a num ber o f d eaf cong regations.)

A G uide fo r  a  N ew  D e a f M in istry  (A vailable  from  the H om e M issions B oard , S outhern  B aptist C onvention)

II. R E SO U R C E S.
A. O rganization s.

N ational A ssociation o f the D eaf (N A D )
814 T hayer Ave.
S ilver Spring. M D 20910

Facts: M em bership  is through state associations o f  N A D . T he national office  can give nam es o f 
local officers and groups fo r the deaf.

Periodical: The DeaJ A m erican

A lexander G raham  Bell A ssociation  for the D eaf 
3714 V olta Place. NW 
W ashington , DC 2(XX)7

Facts: O rganized  for the prom otion o f  better educational and vocational opportun ities for the deaf 
and hearing im paired.

Periodical: The Volta R eview

N ational Fraternal Society o f  the D eaf 
6701 W . N orth Ave.
Oak Park, IL 60302

Facts: Established  to provide insurance and w elfare for the deaf. M ost states have chapters. 

Periodical: The Frat

International A ssociation  o f Parents o f the D eaf 
814 T hayer Ave.
S ilver Spring , M D 20910
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Facts: A ffiliated w ith N A D , fo r train ing  parents to w ork w ith their d e a f  ch ildren .

Periodical: E ndeavor

John Tracy C linic for the D eaf 
806 W . A dam s Blvd.
Los A ngeles, CA 90007

Facts: M edical and educational services.

Jun io r N ational A ssociation  o f  the D eaf (Jr N A D )
G allaudet C ollege 
Florida at Seventh S t., NE 
W ashington , DC 20002

Facts: G allaudet C ollege is a co llege fo r d eaf young m en and w om en. The J r N A D  is a sim ilar 
organization  as N A D . only  geared  for young adults.

Registry o f  Interpreters (R ID)
814 T hayer Ave.
S ilver Spring , M D  20910

Facts: An organization  o f  in terpreters for the deaf. A “m ust"  contact fo r anyone in your church who 
will interpret serm ons, lead c lasses, e tc . O ffers conferences, w orkshops, and pub lications. Each 
state has a chapter.

Periodical: In terpreter Views

A m erican A thletic A ssociation o f  the D eaf (A A A D )
3916 Lantern Dr.
S ilver Spring , M D 20902

Facts: Provides social and recreational opportun ities for the d eaf. M ay have local chapters near you.

O ffice o f  Special E ducation and R ehabilitative Services 
U .S . D epartm ent o f  Education 
W ashington, D C . 20202

Facts: Federal governm ent assigned this agency responsib ility  for helping d isab led  persons (including 
deaf and hearing  im paired) train  for a secure em ploym ent. Each state as an agency , usually  in the 
capital and in m ost large cities.

President, Southern B aptist C onference o f the D eaf
c/o  L anguage M issions D ivision
Hom e M ission Board
1350 Spring S treet, NW
A tlanta, G A  30367-5601

Facts: D eaf persons from  Southern  Baptist churches m eet annually . O fficers are e lected . M any states 
have a state conference o f the national o rganization .

Annual "D irectory  Issue" o f 
A m erican A nnals o f  the D e a f  
5034 W isconsin A v e .. NW 
W ashington , D C . 20016

Facts: T he d irectory issue lists schoo ls, churches, cam ps, and o ther organ izations o f and for the 
deaf. The journal itself is a professional periodical w ith technical an ic les  on deafness, vocational 
rehab ilita tion , education , and so on.
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B. B ib lio g ra p h y .

C atalogues o f  C urrent Publications and Texts.
A vailable from:

G allaudet C ollege B ookstore 
K endall G reen 
W ashington , DC 20002 
(A sk fo r B ooklist)

Joyce M edia 
Box 458
N orth ridge, CA 91324 
(A sk for catalogue)

T .J . Publishers
817 S ilver Spring Ave.
305-D
Silver Spring , M D  20910

N A D , R ID , G raham  Bell A ssoc. - A ddresses above 
(Ask each for Publication  list o r C atalogue)

G eneral Texts:

Frank B ow e and M artin S tem berg . I 'm  D eaf, Too: Tw elve D e a f A m ericans. A vailable from  G allaudet 
B ookstore o r NAD

Jerom e Schein and M T  D e lk , D e a f P opulation  in the U nited  Sta tes. A vailable from  G allaudet o r N A D

Leo M. Jacobs. A D e a f A du lt Speaks O ut. (G allaudet C ollege P ress, 1974)

You a nd  Your D eafness  and W hat E very P erson  S hou ld  K now  A b o u t H eredity  an d  D eafness. 
G allaudet C ollege Publication .

V ernon M cC ay, P relingual D ea fness  and In te lligence an d  L anguage. A vailable from  N A D

Frederick Schreiber and Don Pettingill, D e a f A du lts. A vailable from  N A D

D eaf C hildren  and their Parents:

E .D .M indel and V. M cK ay, They G row  in S ilence. A vailable from  N AD

Vem on M cC ay, Birth D efects and D eafness, D eafness in Infancy and Childhood: An O verview  M ultiple 
H andicapped  D e a f C hildren . Suggestions to P arents o f  D e a f C hildren . All availab le  from  N AD

H elm er R. M yklebust, Your D e a f C hild: A G uide F or P arents. (S pringfie ld . III.: C harles C . T hom as, 
I960) A classic. A vailable from  G allaudet B ookstore.

S .T racy , et a l. I f  You H ave a D e a f C h ild  (U rbana, III.: U o f 111. Press, 1965) E specially  fo r m others 
o r w hoever keeps house w ith a d ea f ch ild .

John Tracy C lin ic , C orrespondence C ourse f o r  P arents o f  L ittle  D e a f C hildren . An in ternationally  
know n training program  to help parents w ork w ith p reschool d e af children  A ddress o f  clin ic is above.

Education:

R ichard B rill, The E ducation  o f  the D eaf: A dm in istra tive  an d  P ro fessiona l D evelopm ents  (G allaudet 
C ollege P ress, 1974)

Lee K atz, S teve M athis, and E C .M errill, The D e a f C h ild  in the P ublic School: A H andbook F or  
Parents. (D anv ille . III.: Interstate P u b ., 1974) A vailable from  N AD
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V ernon M cC ay, M anua l C om m unication  an d  E ducation  o f  D e a f C hildren . A vailable from  N A D  

D ictionaries and C ourses on Signing:

Lottie L. R iekehof, The Jo y  o f  S ign ing . A vailable from  G allaudet B ookstore o r N A D .

T .J . O 'R o u rk e , ed. A  B asic  C ourse in M anua l C om m unica tion  rev. e d ., 1973. A vailable in Spanish 
as w ell. O rder from  N A D .

C . M inistry R esources.
(An *  m arks the m ost helpful and basic item s to  get)
♦C arter B earden, Jerry Potter, D avid R ichardson , consu ltan ts . M anua l f o r  W ork with the D e a f  rev. 
ed. (A tlanta: H om e M issions B oard , Southern B aptist B aptist C onven tion , 1983) A ddress o f  HM B 
listed above under R esources/O rganizations.

C arter B earden , A H andbook fo r  R elig ious In terpreters fo r  the D eaf, 1975 , and A M anua l o f  R elig ious  
Signs, 1974. O rder from  H om e M issions B oard , Southern B aptist C onvention .

*G uide fo r  a N ew  D e a f M in istry . O rder from  H om e M issions B oard , SBC.

♦W illiam  Y ount, Be O pened! A n  In troduction  to M in istry  w ith the D e a f  (B roadm an P ress, 1976) 
O rder through local C hristian  bookstore.

W illiam  Y ount, /  C a n ’ til ' II Try  T he R oad to  C hristian  G row th  through  education  in d eaf m inistry . 
A vailable from  the author: 4004  H orizon PI.
Ft. W orth , T exas, 76133

Rev. H ow ard Baldwin 
M ultim edia Evangelism , Inc.
1335 S. P rovidence Dr.
R ichm ond, VA 23236

Facts: M ultim edia E vangelism , Inc. puts out a variety  o f the best educational resources fo r d eaf 
m inistry . C ontact R ev. H ow ard B aldw in. Som e o f  the resources are listed below .

L e t’s S ign  (C alled the very best train ing  course for persons seeking to learn to  sign for the deaf. 
C om es as a lea rn e r's  m anual w ith a te ach e r 's  m anual.)

V ideotapes:

G ospel H ands  (Serm ons preached w ith voice and signs by 1 1 m inisters to  the deaf.)

Teaching D e a f C hildren  in Sunday School. A R esource Kit w ith a video dem onstra tion

"T ogether" 
d o  Larry Barnett 
P .O . Box 311 
A lexandria, LA 71301

Facts: A new sletter for churches w ith a d e af m inistry . Put out by the S outhern  B aptist C onference 
o f the Deaf.

A T T A C H M E N T  B

Biblical G uidelines for M ercy M inistry in th e Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  

IN T R O D U C T IO N
M ercy m inistry is a crucial part o f the w hole counsel o f  G od , but R eform ed C hristian ity  today has 

seriously neglected it.
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Paul te lls the Ephesian e lders in h is farew ell address that he has taugh t them  the w hole counsel o f  God 
(A cts 20:27). It is h ighly sign ifican t, then , that in his very last w ords, Paul exhorts  them  to give to the 
w eak and poor (v .35). N ot only did  Paul consider m ercy to  the poor as part o f the “w hole counsel o f  G od", 
but he deem ed it so crucial as to m ake it the very last p iece o f  teaching he gave them . Jonathan  Edw ards 
asks, "W here have we any com m and in the B ible laid dow n in stronger te rm s, and in a m ore perem ptory  
urgent m anner, than the com m and o f g iv ing  to the poor?"

W e in the R eform ed tradition  pride ourselves on  teaching  the "w hole  counsel o f  G od” , yet this B iblical 
duty o f m ercy is lightly and seldom  touched upon in the pulp it. O ur churches w ho  have w ritten  “philosophies 
o f m in istry" usually com m it them selves to  w orship , fe llow sh ip , teach ing , and evangelism , but rarely to 
m ercy. D oes m ercy m inistry  have the sam e centra lity  in our p eo p le ’s m inds and in ou r leaders’ m ouths as 
Edw ards (and Paul!) say that it has in the B ible? The answ er is a resounding "no".

PR IN C IP LE S  

I. D efin ition  o f M ercy M inistry
It is, in its essence, the m eeting  o f basic hum an needs through deeds. E vangelism , com fort, and counsel
are properly done by m inisters o f  m ercy in the course  o f  the m eeting o f  hum an needs.
A. Hum an needs are the focus o f m ercy m inistry .

1. An illustrative list o f  such needs is provided by Jesus in M att. 25 . It includes the need for food,
shelter, m edical treatm ent and (im plied) friendship  ("I w as in prison and you cam e to m e").

2. These hum an needs have three  th ings in com m on:
a. They are needs w hich require no spiritual d iscernm ent to see in o thers o r in oneself. The

w orld can perceive and feel them . T herefo re , the w orld can see us m eeting  such needs (M att.
5:16).

b. They are needs w hich are not m et purely  by establish ing  a saving re la tionsh ip  w ith Christ. 
Though your sins be forg iven, you will still starve w ithout food.

c. They are needs w hich are m et prim arily  through deeds ra ther than w ords. T he B ible recognizes 
spiritual gifts w hich are prim arily  speaking  and g ifts w hich are prim arily  “do ing" (I Pet.
4 :11). M ercy m inistry  is deed  m inistry  (cf. Luke 24:19).

The m inistry  o f m ercy is, then , m eeting the basic hum an needs o f  persons w ho  o therw ise have not the 
m eans to m eet them  them selves.

B M inisters o f m ercy should not do  only deed m inistry . W hen Jesus ra ised  the dead son o f  the w idow  
o f N ain, he spoke w ords o f  com fort (Luke 7 :13). A fter he healed  the b lind m an, he re turned with 
a gospel charge (John 9: 35-38). It is both  natural and necessary  that m inisters o f m ercy also m inister 
the w ord w hile they are in the process o f  m eeting hum an needs.

II. N ecessity o f M ercy M inistry
It is not an op tional, but an absolu tely  m andatory  and essential duty o f  individual C hristians and the church.
A. C reation. A dam  is told to have dom inion  over all c reation , both  the physical and spiritual realm s, 

to bring  it under the o rder and rule o f G od (G en. 1:28). G o d ’s servants are , therefo re , to be concerned
to subdue physical d iso rder as w ell as spiritual d iso rder caused  by sin. Both are fundam ental to
covenant service.

B. Fall. Sin defaces all o f nature. M an is alienated  from  G od (G en .3:8) causing  guilt and hostility  to 
the know ledge o f the Lord . M an is alienated  from  h im self (G en .3 :10), causing  loss o f  identity  and 
loss o f  m eaning, as well as anxiety and em ptiness. T h ird ly , m an is alienated  from  o ther men 
(G en .3:7), causing  w ar, c rim e, fam ily breakdow n, opp ression , and in justice. F ina lly , m an is alienated 
from  nature itse lf (G en. 3 :17-19), causing  hunger, sickness, ag ing , and physical death . G o d 's  first 
redem ptive action , the c lo th ing  o f A dam  and E ve, points to  the salvation  o f  C h ris t’s sacrifice, but 
it also m eets a deep  psychological need  (for privacy) and a fundam ental physical need (fo r shelter). 
In this first deed o f  m inistry , G od reveals that his redem ption  will heal all the effects o f  sin. W e 
m ust follow  Him  in ou r ow n patterns o f  m inistry .

C . Patriarchal period. A b rah am 's  seed (through Joseph) first becom es a b lessing  to the nations through 
a hunger re lie f p rogram  (G en 4 1 :53-57). Job , w ho lived in this period , is aw are  that G o d ’s judgem ent 
falls on those w ho forget the poor (Job  29:15-16; 31:16-23).

D. Early Israel. G od gave Israel m any law s o f social responsib ility . K insm en and neighbors were 
obligated  to give to the poor m an until h is need w as gone (D eut. 15:8-10). T ithes w ent to the poor 
(D eut. 14:28-29). The poor w ere not to be given sim ply a "han d o u t" , but too ls, grain (D eut. 15:12-15) 
and land (L ev .25), so that they can becom e productive  and self-sufficient.

E. L ater Israel. T he prophets condem ned  Israe l’s insensitiv ity  to the poor as covenan t breaking . They 
taught that m aterialism  and ignoring the poor are sins as repugnant as idolatry and adultery  (A m os
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2:6-7). M ercy to the poor is an evidence o f  true heart com m itm ent to  G od ( I s .1:10-17; 58:6-7 ; A m os 
4 :1-6; 5:21-24). The great accum ulation  o f  w ealth , "add ing  o f  house to house and field to  field  till 
no space is left” (Is. 5 :8-9), even though it is by legal m eans m ay be sinful if  the rich  are proud 
and callous tow ard  the poor (Is .3:16-26; A m os 6 :4-7). The seven ty -year ex ile  itse lf w as a punishm ent 
for the unobserved sabbath and jub ilee  years (II C hron. 36:20-21). In these  years the w ell-to-do  
w ere to cancel deb ts, but the w ealthy refused  to  do  this.

F. T he m inistry  o f C hrist. Jesus proves to  the B aptist that he is the C hrist by poin ting  out that he heals 
bodies and p reaches to the poor (M att 11:1-6) even as the p rophets said he w ould  (Is. 11:1 -4; 61:1-2 
cf.L uke  1:52-53). Jesus teaches that anyone w ho  has truly been touched by the grace o f  a m erciful 
G od will be vigorous in help ing  the needy (L uke 6 :35-36; M att. 5 :43-48). G od will judge  w hether 
we have ju stify ing  faith o r not by looking at ou r serv ice to  the poor, the refugee, the sick , the 
prisoner (M att. 25:44-46). Jesus, in his incarnation , "m oved  in" w ith the poo r (L uke 2 :24; II Cor. 
8:9). He lived w ith, ate w ith , and associated  w ith the low est c lass  o f society . He called  this “m ercy” 
(M att. 9 :13). The B ible dem ands that we em ulate  H im  in it (II C or. 8:8-15).

G . The early  church. The church reflects the social righteousness o f the o ld  covenan t com m unity , but 
w ith the greater vigor and pow er o f the new  age. C hristians are to  open their hand to the needy as 
far as there is need (I John 3:16-17; cf. D eut. 15:7-8). W ith in  the church , w ealth  is to  be shared 
very generously betw een rich and poor (II C or. 8:13-15; cf. Lev. 25). Follow ing the prophets , the 
apostles teach  that true faith will inevitably show  itse lf through deeds o f m ercy (Jam es 2:1-23). 
M aterialism  is still a grievous sin (Jam es 5 :1-6); I T im .6:17-19). N ot only do  all believers have 
these responsib ilities, but a special class o f officers— deacons— are established to  coord inate  the 
chu rch ’s m inistry  o f m ercy. T his show s that the m inistry  o f m ercy  is a requ ired , m andated  w ork o f 
the church ju s t as is the m inistry  o f the w ord and d iscip line  (cf. R om . 15:23-29).

SU M M A R Y :
T he church is not sim ply a co llection  o f indiv iduals w ho are forgiven . It is a “ royal na tion” , a  new  
society (I Pet. 2 :9). The w orld m ust see in us the w isdom  o f  G od , nam ely , w hat fam ily life, business 
practices, race re la tions, and inter-personal re la tionships can be in all their beauty under the k ingship  
o f Jesus C hrist. W e are a pilo t p lant o f the k ingdom  o f  G od. (See Francis Schaeffer, P ollu tion  an d  
the D eath o f  M an, T yndale , 1970, pp. 81 -93 .) The church  is to use its gifts and pow er to heal all 
the results o f  sin, sp iritual, psychological, socia l, physical.

U I.D yn am ic  o f M ercy M inistry
T rue m ercy m inistry  is m otivated by a grasp o f  the richness and depth  o f the grace o f  G od tow ard  
undeserv ing  sinners. The d im ensions o f  the m ercy m inistry  m andated  by Scripture are tru ly  overw helm ing. 
The B ible tells us that there is one m oving force that can overcom e the natural fear and selfishness o f 
the hum an heart: the spiritual know ledge and experience o f  grace.
A The nature o f  this m otivation

1. In M atthew  18, Jesus tells o f  a king w ho forgave a servant an infinite  debt. T he servant then , 
in tu rn , w as not generous to a fellow  servant. In a rage , the king  turns to this servant and asks, 
"S h o u ld n 't you have had m ercy on  your fellow  servant ju s t as I had on you?” If  we have any 
grasp  on the m ercy o f G od , it is unth inkable that we should be unm ercifu l.
"H ow  unsuitable is it for us, w ho live only by k indness, to be unkind! W hat w ould  have becom e 
o f  us, if C hrist had been so saving w ith h is b lood , and loth to bestow  it, as m any m en are o f  
their m oney o r goods?" - Jonathan  E dw ards, “C hristian  C harity" in W orks, vol. II (E dinburgh: 
B anner o f  T ru th , 1974), pp. 164.

2. In II C or. 8 :2-3 , Paul te lls us that the M acedonian  C hristians gave to the poor in Jerusalem  out 
o f  their “extrem e poverty” . “They gave as m uch as they w ere ab le , and even beyond their 
ab ility ,” he continued. Such language indicates that the M acedonian  C hristians w ere not o f  a 
h igher social class than the needy in Jerusalem . W hat, then , w as the dynam ic that m oved them  
to  give? “T heir overflow ing jo y ...w e lle d  up in rich generosity" (v .2 ). T his cam e from  their 
com m itm ent to G od  (v .5 -"they  gave them selves first to the Lord") and their experience o f the 
grace o f  the self-em ptying  C hrist (v .9 ). In sum m ary, the M acedonians’ gift w as not based on a 
w ooden standard . T hey w ere not required  to give sim ply because the Jerusalem  needy w ere 
"w orse o f f ’ econom ically . T he gift w as a function o f their experience o f  the grace o f  G od  and 
o f  the resulting joy  and generous spirit that alw ays arises from  such a re la tionsh ip  w ith C hrist 
M ercy is spontaneous, superabounding love. It asks noth ing  in return (L uke 6:29-34).

3. For these reasons, G od  can use m ercy on judgm en t day as a p roo f o r a test that a person has 
had an experience o f redeem ing grace (M att. 25 :34ff.; Jam es 2 :12-14). A nyone w ho has been 
touched by the unm erited  grace o f  G od  M U ST  be m oved to deeds o f  m ercy for the needy.
a. There is a large set o f  passages in w hich G od speaks o f h im se lf as identify ing  w ith  the poor.
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In M att. 25:31 ff. Jesus IS the hungry , s ick , and prisoner. In Prov. 19:17, a loan to the poor 
is a loan to G od , ju s t as, in M atthew  25, a g ift to a hungry  m an is a gift to  C hrist. In Prov. 
14:31, an insult to the poor is an insult to G od. T here  is a sense in w hich G od speaks as if 
he is am ong us "in d isgu ise" as the poor,

b. F rom  these passages we learn that the poor are present to  test us. G od com m ands us to care 
for them  and lift them  out o f their physical poverty  even as he lifted  us out o f  ou r physical 
poverty. D eut. 15:4-5 c learly  states that the poor w ill be a test o f the p eo p le 's  obedience. 
T hrough the poor G od can test those w hose service to him  is m erely  lip serv ice , ra ther than 
loving action.

A lthough m ercy, then , is dem anded  by G od , it m ay not be sim ply the response to  a dem and . It 
is a response to grace.

B. The grow th o f  this m otivation
1. Paul prays for the Ephesians that they m ight know  the riches o f  their inheritance (1:18), and the 

love o f G od (3:19). Paul w as praying  for C hristians, who certain ly  had factual know ledge about 
their com ing rew ard  and the love o f G od . For w hat then d id  Paul pray?

2. T he “know ledge" Paul prayed for w as not m erely factual know ledge. He prayed that the "eyes 
o f  your hearts be en ligh tened” (1:18). T his refers to  a g row ing sp iritual com prehension ; the truth 
descends into and affects the will and the em otions as well as the m ind. The truth not only 
interests you, but th rills, strengthens and softens your heart. T his is w hat Paul prayed for.

3. As the truth o f G o d ’s grace is com prehended , so the strength o f  ou r drive  to  do  m ercy is deepened. 
O nly a grow ing m otivation  for m ercy , arising out o f a spreading  doctrinal and sp iritual understand 
ing o f  G o d 's  g race, will be suffic ient m ainspring  for the m inistry  o f m ercy. W ithout th is, m inisters 
o f m ercy will becom e too  d iscouraged , w eary , and cynical to follow  C hrist in h is concern  for 
the poor

C . The fostering o f  this m otivation
A congregation  cannot be bullied  into m ercy. L eaders cannot im pose m ercy p rogram s on the cong re
gation  from  the top, using gu ilt-producing adm onitions. T he m inistry  o f m ercy m ust arise from  the 
hearts o f  people w ho are conv icted  by the preaching  o f the gospel o f  g race. U ltim ately , it is through 
preaching and teaching o f the doctrinal princip les underly ing  m ercy m inistry  that people can be 
m obilized for this service. It w as a fter John the B ap tist’s rousing  serm on that the peop le , pricked 
to the heart, cried ou t, "W hat then should  w e do ?” (L uke 3 :10). Then the B aptist cou ld  say: "The 
one w ith tw o coats should share w ith the one w ho has none, and the one w ho has food should do 
the sam e” (v. 11).

SU M M A RY :
The m inistry  o f m ercy can only be energ ized  by a heart grow ing in its experience o f G o d ’s grace. 
“ I fear there are m any hearing m e w ho now  know  well that they are not C hristians because they do 
not love to give. To give largely and liberally , not g rudging at all, requires a new  heart; an old heart 
w ould ra ther part w ith its life-b lood than its m oney. O h my friends! You be tte r en joy  your m oney; 
m ake the m ost o f it; g ive none aw ay; en joy  it quickly ; for I can tell you, you w ill be beggars 
throughout e tern ity  ." (R .M . M 'C h ey n e , Serm ons  No. 82 “ It is M ore B lessed to G ive than to R eceive ”)

IV .M eth od s o f M ercy M inistry
It m ay be done through re lie f developm ent and reform . C hristians shall do  re lie f and developm ent both 
indiv idually  and through the church and its officers. C hristians shall do  reform  indiv idually  and through 
organized  bodies but not through the church and its officers.
A. Three m ethods o f  m ercy m inistry

1. R elief. This is to  alleviate hum an suffering  caused by unm et basic hum an needs. T he good 
Sam aritan offered  re lie f to the m an he found in the road by prov id ing  physical p ro tection , 
transporta tion , m edical treatm ent, and financial support. (L uke 10:30-35).

2. D evelopm ent. T his is to restore the poor m an. W e m ust not s im ply do  "spo t re l ie f ',  but we m ust 
carefu lly  build up the needy until they are self-suffic ient. W hen a s lav e ’s deb t w as erased  in 
Israel, the m aster w as required  to send him  out w ith the grain , too ls, and resources fo r a new 
life. E ducation , jo b  tra in ing , gran ts o f capital— all these and m ore m ay be necessary  to  develop 
the poor. (D eut 15:12-15)

3. R eform . This is changing those law s, institu tions and social structures w hich tend to create 
hum an need. The abolition o f s lavery , the child  labor law s are exam ples o f  such reform s. Job 
not only  gave re lie f to the poo r, but he sought to crush the m en w ho oppressed  the poor (Job 
29:15-16). The prophets took civil leaders to task for unfair w ages (Jer. 22 :13). for legal system s 
w eighted against the poor (D eut. 24:17), for high interest loans and o ther business p ractices that 
w ere unjust (E x .22:25-27; Lev. 19:35-37). C hristians should w ork for integrity  and ju stice  in 
the econom ic and social system s o f  ou r society.



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

B. T he channels o f m ercy m inistry
1. The fam ily . The needy p e rso n 's  fam ily has the first responsib ility  for his care. T his ho lds true 

for im m ediate fam ily (1 T im .5:8) and for o ther re la tives (L ev. 25:25). B eyond th is, the fam ily 
w as to have a m inistry  o f  m ercy to the com m unity  at large. The heads o f  households w ere held 
responsib le to see that the poor and needy w ere adm itted  to  the fam ilies ' fe llow sh ip  m eals (D eut. 
16:11-14).

2. T he chu rch , as we have seen, has the responsib ility  o f  re lie f and developm ent, but the church 
as an institution is not to engage in social reform . W e do  not see in the Scripture that the church 
is given the pow er o r the responsib ility  to w age political cam paigns o r o therw ise  use coercive  
pow er to  change social structures (John 6 :15; 18:36).
N evertheless, it m ust be recognized that:
a. Indirectly , the c h u rch 's  w ork o f re lie f and d evelopm ent w ill in the end  change social structures. 

If it lifts up the poor in a com m unity , m any m ay charge the church  w ith drastically  changing 
the order o f  things.

b. T he church m ust denounce sin in governm ent o r socie ty . D aniel condem ned a G entile  king 
for his injustice to the poor (D an .4 :27). So the church  should speak out sharply on  those 
social issues on w hich the B ible bears by identify ing  m oral evil. T his is s im ply the m inistry  
o f the w ord. “ If political corruption  is s in .. .th e  church  den ies its vocation  if  it does not 
reprove it ."  (John M urray , C ollected  W ritings, vol. I (E dinburgh: B anner o f  T ru th , 1978, p. 
257)

c. T he church m ust encourage and equip  its m em bers to w ork for ju s tice  in socie ty , e ithe r from  
the " inside" as m agistrates w ho w ield  their au thority  in obed ience to  the w ord , o r from  the 
“ou tside" as individuals o r groups w ho  seek to change social structures.

3. The state. The state also  has a responsib ility  to see that its poorer m em bers have basic needs 
fulfilled . The B ible tells us that the prim ary duty  o f the state is to m ete out ju stice  to  evildoers 
(R om ans 13). T he m inistry  o f  m ercy is given m ore prim arily  to the fam ily and the church . 
H ow ever, kings (both believ ing  and unbelieving) are obligated  to seek ju s tice  for their w eak and 
needy citizens (D an 4 :27 ; G en. 41:53-57).

4 . T he para-church  o rganization . Scripture g ives the fam ily a m andate for its ow n m ercy  m inistry . 
It follow s that individuals and fam ilies m ay bind them selves together to  carry out their m inistry  
independently  o f  church  courts. Fam ilies m ay d iscover m inistries w hich are too  large fo r anyone 
to m ount alone. These voluntary societies have historically  been  an effective  way to accom plish  
special m ercy m inistries such as hospita ls, orphanages, e tc . H ow ever, they are also  a good way 
for C hristians to d ischarge their responsib ility  to w ork for ju stice  and change social structures.

O bjects o f  M ercy M inistry.
The church should give aid first to the needy w ithin the C hristian  com m unity , but also  to  the poor in
the w orld. The church  should seek out and m eet basic hum an needs am ong strangers and even enem ies.
A. The first priority  fo r the ch u rch 's  m inistry  o f  m ercy is to C hristian  poor.

1. W e are held accountable to m eet the econom ic-social needs o f  those w ho are our brethren  (I 
John 3:17) and therefore C h ris t's  (M att. 25:35ff). Paul puts it m ost c learly  w hen he tells us that 
we m ust render our deed m inistry  “especially  to the household  o f  fa ith" (G al. 6:10).

2 . It w ould follow  that our first obligation  is to m eet the needs o f  those in ou r ow n local church , 
w ith w hom  we are in covenant. (T hus the O ld T estam ent held a person responsib le  first fo r a 
near re la tiv e -L e v . 25 :25 .) But beyond th is, we are to give aid to brethren  in o ther churches and 
denom inations (R om . 15:25-28). O ur churches should increase their personal involvem ent in 
m ercy m inistry  with churches in poor com m unities  that are not necessarily  m em bers o f  our 
denom ination .

B. W hile we recognize the prim ary  responsib ility  to the poor w ithin the Body o f C hrist, we should also
not neglect the poor outside the church.
I . T he general theological principles that dem and it are:

a. T he B iblical defin ition  o f “neighbor". Jesus teaches in the parable o f  the G ood Sam aritan 
that we should do  deed  m inistry  to our neighbor. But w ho is a neighbor?  C hrist is not sim ply 
telling us that we should only help non-C hristians in an em ergency. T hat in terpretation  ignores 
the context. O ur Lord is trying to prevent a  Jew  from  confin ing  m ercy to h is ow n com m unity . 
T he point o f choosing  the extrem e exam ple o f  a Sam aritan  (a b itter enem y o f  the Jew ) is to 
teach us that A N Y O N E  is our neighbor. N ot all m en are my bro thers , but all m en are my 
neighbors.

b. T he B iblical defin ition  o f  “com m on g race” . G race is unm erited . In L uke 6 :32-36 we are told 
to lend and do  deed m inistry  to the ungrateful and evil. T he reason is provided: this is how
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G od is. He is k ind to the ungrateful and the ev il. (v .35-36). He m akes the rain to fall and 
the sun to shine on the ju s t and the unjust (M att. 5 :45).

c. T he nature o f  “ special grace” . T he  gospel is that G o d ’s m ercy com es to the unobligated , the 
unw orthy and the unexpecting  (R om ans 3:9-18). The N ew  T estam ent calls m inistry  to physical 
needs “m ercy” as w ell. N ow  are w e to believe that ou r m ercy  operates on  a com pletely  
d ifferen t p rincip le  than G o d 's ?  O r are we not to o ffer m ercy to the unw orthy  and enem ies 
as well as to believers and friends?

d. The deed-m inistry  o f  Jesus. C hrist did  not m in ister the W ord to the w orld  and then confine 
his healing and m iraculous m inistry  to  the com m unity  o f  believers. So should  we take the 
gospel in both w ord and deed  to the w orld . T he exam ple o f C hrist d ic ta tes that the church 
should not passively  w ait fo r the needy to beg , but should s tudy , find , and m eet basic hum an 
needs in the w orld . W e are to love o thers  as C hrist loved us. D id C hrist sit in heaven and 
w ait for us to beg o f his m ercy? R eform ed C hristians understand that Jesus C hrist sought us 
out and found us w ith  H is m ercy w hen we w ere too  ignorant to even know  ou r need and 
too  hostile  and afraid to ask for help . So should the church  seek out the needy o f  the w orld 
w ith its m ercy.

2. T he specific com m ands that dem and  it are:
a. T he com m and  to render service to the stranger. B oth Israel (L ev. 19 :33 ff.) and the new 

covenan t com m unity  (H e b .l3 :2 ; I T im . 5:10) are d irected  to show  hosp ita lity  to strangers.
b. T he com m andm ent to show  deed m inistry  to A L L  m en (G a l.6 :10). N otice that w e are not 

to ld  to "be good" o r to  “ live godly  before" all m en, but to “do "  good. T his cannot refer 
sim ply to m oral conduct but to deeds o f  love. W e are also com m anded  “ to abound  in love 
tow ard s ...a ll m en” (I T hess. 3 :12). W e m ust rem em ber that w hen Jesus defined  "neighbor- 
love” he described  the m inistry  o f  m ercy  (L uke 10:37) and John te lls us that love in word 
only w ithout actively m eeting  physical needs is not love at all (I John 3 :17-18). John is o f 
course te lling  h is readers to love C hristian  brothers in deed  and truth. B ut are w e to  believe 
that “ love" tow ard  non-C hristians has a d ifferen t defin ition? N o, to  love all m en m ust m ean 
to love them  in deed as w ell.

c. T he Johannine form  o f the “G reat C om m ission" is found in John  17:18— "A s thou d idst send 
me into the w orld , so I have sent them  into the w orld”— and John 20:21— "A s the Father 
has sent m e, even so send I y o u ."  W e o f  course cannot go  into the w orld like him  in order 
to atone for sins! But Jesus cam e to do  deed m inistry  (L uke 22:27); he m in istered  through 
w ords and deeds (L uke 24:19). D id he evangelize  in the w orld but only  do m ercy am ong 
believers? N o, he healed  the sick and fed the hungry  in the w orld . W e conclude then , that 
the G reat C om m ission  w hich we share w ith Jesus includes going  into the w orld , doing m ercy 
as w ell as preaching  the w ord . T his com m ission  to the apostles  is significant in that they 
represent the ruling authority  o f the church . It is not ju s t individual C hristians w ho are to go 
into the w orld , but the church  itse lf (the apostles bearing the "keys” o f  ecclesiastical authority) 
is to go into the w orld as C hrist d id , m inistering  in w ord and deed.

[NOTE: It has been objected  that C h ris t 's  m inistry  to physical needs cannot be parallel to  the
ch u rch 's  m inistry  to physical needs o f  peop le . It is often poin ted  out that C h ris t 's  m iracles 
w ere au then tications o f  his deity  and his m essage. H ow ever, C h ris t’s m iracles m ust not 
be reduced to sim ple proofs o f  his pow er.

1. A ctually , his m iracles w ere dem onstra tions o f the com ing o f the k ingdom  (e .g . M att.4 :23; 9 :35). 
They rendered  v isible the resto ration  o f the w hole creation  under the all-em bracing  redem ptive 
pow er o f  C h ris t’s k ingship . (See H . R idderbos, The C om ing o f  the K ingdom , p p .65 -7 0 .) Jesus, 
then , w as not ju s t a m iracle-w ork ing  prophet. He w as dem onstra ting  that all the effects o f sin 
will be healed under his rule. T he church  goes into the w orld as agents o f  the k ingdom  (A cts 
8:12; 14:22; 28:23). W e too  are to dem onstra te  and declare the healing  pow er o f the k ingdom  
in w ord and deed.

2. A lthough Jesu s ' deeds o f  healing  and feeding  w ere m iraculous signs o f  the k ingdom , they were 
m otivated  by a desire to alleviate  basic hum an needs. A gain and again , the healings are said to 
be m otivated by Jesu s ' com passion  and love. W hen he feeds the four thousand , there  is no 
m ention o f  Jesu s ' m otivation  to prove any th ing  to the crow d by his m iracle. (It is unlikely m any 
o f  them  knew w hat happened .) He feeds them  because “ 1 have com passion  fo r these people; 
they have already been w ith me three  days and have nothing to eat. I do  not w ant to send them  
aw ay hungry , o r they m ay co llapse  on  the w a y .” (M att. 15:32) He saw  the crow d (not all 
believers) in som e danger and he fed them . That is a m inistry  o f  m ercy. Shall we not follow  
ou r Lord here?]
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V I.E van gelism  and M ercy M inistry
T he m inistry  o f the W ord is m ore basic and im portant than the m inistry  o f m ercy, but both are equally
ob ligato ry , necessary , and inseparable in the w orsh ip , ed ifica tion , and m ission o f the church.
A. The preaching o f  the w ord , is the m ost basic and m ost im portant m inistry  o f the church.

1. E vangelism  m ust be called  m ore im portant, not because the physical is m ore im portant than the 
spiritual (G od created  both and w ill redeem  bo th!), but because the e ternal is m ore im portant 
than the tem poral (II C or. 4 :16-18). A id g iven to ou r present bodies is given to  a tem porary 
entity . To bring  a person to faith in C hrist e ffects  us perm anently /e ternally .

2. Evangelism  can be called  m ore basic. Sin created  four great a lie n a tio n s-sp iritu a l. psycho log ical, 
social, and physical (see G en. 3 :7-24 and rem arks above). Spiritual alienation  from  G od is the 
ground out o f w hich the o ther problem s flow , and it is evangelism  that rem edies th is ''fo u n d a tio n a l"  
alienation.

B. E vangelism , how ever, does N O T have a priority  o f  necessity , o f  tem poral p recedence, o r o f cond i
tionality  over m ercy m inistry .
1. E vangelism  is not m ore necessary  fo r the church  to do . John 17:18 tells us that Jesus sends us 

into the w orld as the Father sent him . Jesu s ' m ission w as to  be m ighty in w ord A N D  deed (Luke 
24:19). W hen Jesus described  h is m ission  he nam es both  his "do ing  good" and his preaching 
(M att. 11:1-6; cf; A cts 10:38). He cam e both to preach  and to serve. So the church is called  to 
speak and serve (I P e t.4:11; A cts 6 :1-7). A nything  com m anded  by G od  is necessary  to do . To 
fail to provide for the m inistry  o f m ercy OR the m inistry  o f  the w ord is sin. W e do  not have 
the resources to  fulfill com pletely the m andate o f evangelism  o r o f m ercy, but we m ust use the 
resources we have to do  all that is dem anded o f  us.

2. E vangelism  does not need to be done first in term s o f  tem poral precedence. M ercy often m ust 
be rendered before the gospel is p rocla im ed. T he m an in the road needed the S am aritan 's  deeds 
before he needed a gospel presentation . Jesus healed a m an bom  blind (John 9 :1 -7) but not until 
som e days later did he call the m an to  h im self (v v .3 5 -4 1 ). D eed m inistry  is a trem endous "bridge" 
for the proclam ation  o f  the gospel.

3. E vangelism  success is not a condition  for deed  m inistry . Som e believe that the church should 
do  m ercy m inistry  to unbelievers only  as a m eans to the end o f  evangelism  and conversion . In 
this v iew , m ercy accom panies the gospel and is w ithdraw n if and w hen the gospel is rejected. 
T his approach is unscriptural:
a. D eed m inistry , like grace itself, is unm erited  favor. Luke 6:35 and context w arns us not to 

lend o r do  good so as to expect anyth ing  in return. G od sends dow n the rain on the ju s t and 
the unjust, the ungrateful and the w icked (M att. 5 :45; Luke 6 :35). G od d o e sn 't  stop raining 
on people who reject the gospel!

b. I John 3:17 tells us that the m otive o f any m inistry  is love. If we see a need , we m eet it, if 
we can. T his puts evangelism  and m ercy on  an equal footing. D oes a person need the gospel? 
O ut o f love we give it to  him  D oes he need m edical help , a be tte r educa tion , o r  legal 
advocacy? Out o f love we give him  that. Should  we only  do  m ercy to those w ho respond to 
the gospel?  That w ould be to stop loving them . D eed m inistry  is not m otivated  sim ply from 
evangelistic  concern , but m ore broad ly , from  love. I w ill m eet w hatever needs I can , if I 
love my neighbor.

c. It m ust be recognized  that the household o f  faith  has a priority  in m ercy m inistry  (G a l.6 :10). 
W hen a person rejects the gospel he m ust not receive a id as ex tensively  as a C hristian in 
need. It m ay also  be loving to cut o ff  aid to an irresponsib le recipient (see below . Principle 
VII). But m ercy cannot be w ithdraw n m echanically  sim ply because the gospel has been 
rejected.

C . M ercy m inistry  m ust a lw ays be accom panied  by the m inistry  o f  the w ord T he tw o are inseparable.
1. I John 3 :18 instructs us to love in deed  and in truth. It is unth inkable  that a C hristian  could  truly 

love som eone and e ither not w ish to share the gospel o r not w ish to m eet their basic hum an 
needs. E vangelism  and social concern are the proverbial "two w ings o f  an a irp lane".

2. A lthough m ercy and evangelism , as we have seen , need not be offered  at the exact m om ent in 
tim e, yet they are inseparable because they are in terrelated.
a. The preaching o f the w ord p roduces faith (R om . 10:16- 18) and faith alw ays p roduces good 

w orks in general and deeds o f m ercy in particu lar (Jam es 2:1-23).
b. O n the o ther hand, deeds o f  m ercy have a strong evangelistic  im pact (M att.5:16; cf. John 

13:35 w ith I John 3:17-18). M ost people take care  o f  their ow n, but m ercy to strangers and 
enem ies is unique (Luke 6:32  “sinners love those w ho love them ” ). T he w orld recognizes it 
and is am azed. An early opponent o f  C hristianity  w rote, "N oth ing  has con tribu ted  to the 
progress o f  the superstition o f the C hristians as their charity  to s tra n g ers... the im pious G alileans
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provide not on ly  fo r their ow n poor, but for ours as w ell" (R om an em pero r Julian in a letter,
c. 362 A .D .I

V II. D im ensions o f  M ercy M inistry.
W e should give as we have opportunity  to anyone in need , not ju s t the destitu te. In m ercy m inistry , 
ou r giv ing  m ust be voluntary yet rad ically  sacrificial.
A. W ho are the needy to w hom  we should give?

1. D efining the causes o f  econom ic need.
a. Injustice. The H ebrew  w ord m ost often  transla ted  "poo r"  in the O ld T estam ent m eans "w rong

fully d isinherited” . A ny social condition  o r unfair treatm ent can bring  o r keeps a peison  in 
poverty  (Ps. 82:1-8; Prov. 14:31; Ex. 22:21-27). U njustly  low  w ages, political system s and 
court system s favoring  the w ell-o ff, and high interest loans are exam ples (D eu t.24:15; Lev. 
19:15; Ex. 22:25-27).

b. N atural calam ity . D isasters such as crop  fa ilu re, d isabling  in jury , vic tim ization  by c rim ina ls , 
floods, o r o ther such e v e n ts -a ll  o f  these are forces w hich can  bring  a person into poverty.

c. Personal sin. Sinful patterns such as laziness (P rov. 6 :6 -11), luxury seeking  (P rov. 21:17), 
and p roblem s o f  self-d iscip line  (P rov. 23:21) can bring  a m an into poverty.

2. D istinguish ing  causes o f  econom ic need.
a. Som e people tend to exaggerate  the cause # 3  (personal sin) and o thers tend  to exaggerate  

cause # 1  (social in justice) w hen assessing  the nature o f poverty . In general, the B ible does 
not usually  speak o f  the poor as being  b lam eable for his cond ition . “ B etter to be poor than 
a liar” (P rov. 19:22) is a statem ent that tells us the poor m an is not necessarily  dishonest 
and sh iftless. B iblical w isdom  reveals that all three causes are often present in poverty . It is 
sim plistic  to see the poor as all lazy o r all righteous.

b. V ictim s o f  d isaster and injustice should be g iven  re lie f in the nam e o f  C hrist. T o  those in 
poverty  largely due to social in justice, the church shall respond by denouncing  the moral 
evil w ith the m inistry  o f  the w ord and m inistering  to the v ic tim s ' basic needs. T o  those in 
poverty largely due to personal sin , the church  shall respond w ith the gospel and w ith  m ercy, 
being  carefu l not to perpetra te  a sinful lifestyle o r the state o f  poverty  itself. W e m ust respond 
in m ercy to those w hose suffering  is caused by social in justice, by natural ev en ts, and even 
by personal s in , because G od  responds to  all three w ith m ercy. (Is. 14:1-2; M att. 9 :27-30; I 
T im . 1:16).

3. D efining "the  needy".
a. T he B ible does not describe  an objective  poverty  level. R ather, it helps the individual C hristian 

use his ow n econom ic level as the gu ideline  fo r de term in ing  w ho to  aid . In II C o r.8 :1 3 -l4 , 
Paul tells his hearers that they are ob ligated  to give to the saints in Jerusalem  "tha t there may 
be equality" . . .The Jerusalem  sain ts w ere not the objects o f  m ercy because they w ere under 
som e "poverty  line", but because they w ere less w ell o ff  than the C orin th ians. A s J. Edw ards 
says, “ Y ea, they w ho are very poor m ay be obliged  to give for the re lie f o f  o thers  in much 
grea te r d istress even than they . . .those w ho have the lightest burden are obliged still to take 
som e part o f their ne ighbors’ burden , to m ake it m ore supportab le ."  Paul says, about the 
churches o f  M acedonia , that " th e ir deep  poverty  abounded unto the riches o f  their liberality” 
(II C or. 8:2).

b. The church should d iscern  at least the fo llow ing categories o f  needy persons to aid (m any 
o f these categories overlap)
(1). T he poor (G a l.2:10)
(2). T he aged (I T im .5:8)
(3). The single parent fam ilies (Jam es 1:27)
(4) The d isadvan taged  children  (Ps. 68:5)
(5). T he handicapped (L ev . 19:17)
(6). T he sick (M att.25:30)
(7). T he prisoners (H eb. 13:3)
(8). T he alien (Lev. 19:33-34)
(9). D isaster victim  (A cts 1 1:28-29)

4. D iscerning w hen to give a id and w hen to w ithhold it.
a. Som e are opposed to aid ing  people until they are destitute. But this v io la tes the princip le o f 

loving ou r neighbor AS O U R S E L V E S (Lev. 19:18). O ur love for o thers should operate  and 
express itse lf as our love fo r ourselves. D o we w ait until we are destitu te  to im prove our 
ow n condition? T han we should not only  aid persons w ho are in desperate  straits, 

b Som e are opposed to helping a person unless they know  him  well and have com plete  certain ty
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o f his sincerity . In o ther w ords, m any C hristians are suspicious and deeply  afra id  o f  being 
taken advantage o f  in m ercy w ork. A lthough it is true that we m ust be good stew ards o f  our 
m oney, the Bible directs us to  be generous to strangers. Heb. 13:2 tells us to give shelter 
and food to strangers, "fo r thereby som e have en terta ined  angels unaw ares” . O bviously  those 
who show ed hospitality  did not know  all about the background o f  the angels. They were 
unaw are. C hristians m ust not fear the inevitability  o f  loss that they w ill experience in the 
practice o f  m inistry . M att. 5 :3 8 -4 2 " .. . i f  som eone w ants to sue you and take your tun ic , let 
him  have your cloak as w ell. . .g ive to the one who asks you and do  not turn aw ay from  the 
one w ho w ants to borrow  from  you". At the very  least, th is passage exhorts us to expect 
these losses, and not to curtail deed m inistry  w hen they occur.

c. Som e are opposed to giving aid to anyone w ho brought his neediness on h im self. But again , 
this v iolates the principle that ou r m ercy m inistry  m ust follow  the m odel o f the expression  
o f  G o d 's  m ercy. (Luke 6 :35-36) R om ans 5 :7-10 tells us that C hrist died for us w hile we 
w ere yet sinners. Had He given his m ercy to only those w ho did  not bring  their trouble on 
them selves, there w ould have been no one saved. If we m in ister the w ord to people w ho are 
b lam eable for their spiritual cond ition , why should we not m in ister in deed  to those who 
m ay be b lam eable for their econom ic cond ition? In m any cases, we m ust even con tinue to 
aid an irresponsible fam ily head for the sake o f  his ch ildren  and spouse. In sum m ary , it is 
s im plistic  to seek to only help the “ innocent" poor.

d. T he only legitim ate lim itation o f aid is the m ercy itself. In the final analysis , C hristians may 
only lim it their m ercy to a person out o f  love fo r h im . O ften  it is not loving to continue to 
bail out o f trouble som eone w ho  continues a pattern  o f  econom ically  destructive  behav io r 
despite w arnings and econom ically  destructive behav io r despite  w arnings and counseling . 
But w hen m ercy is lim ited, it is done, “not in o rder to dodge the obligation  to  care for the 
person , but to m eet the obligation  responsib ly ."  O nly m ercy can lim it m ercy.

B. How and how  m uch shall we give?
O ur giving must be vo luntary , yet radically sacrificial to the point o f d im in ish ing  our ow n econom ic
options and lifestyle.
1. O ur giving must be voluntary.

a. The Jerusalem  church is well know n for extensive giv ing  to the poor. But w hen A nanias 
lied about his gift to the church Peter said , "D id n 't it belong to  you before it (his piece o f 
property) w as sold? And after it was so ld , w asn 't the m oney at your d isposa l?” (A cts 5:4). 
Peter is saying that it w as A nan ias ' decision  to sell his property  for charity . N o one had 
required  it. A nan ias ' sin was not that he held back part o f  the p roceeds, but that he lied about it.

b. The reason giv ing  is voluntary is that m ercy m ust be m otivated  by the spirit o f  C hrist. W e 
m ust give freely, m oved by H is exam ple o f  grace (II C or. 8 :9). N o ecclesiastical law sets a 
quota for ou r generosity . T he redistribution  o f  w ealth  in the Jerusalem  church  was free and 
joyful.

2. (On the o ther hand) G od requires that ou r giv ing  be radically  sacrificial.
a. J. E dw ards, responding to the objection  that "I cannot give to the poo r, for I have nothing 

to  spare" retorts:
" ...W e m ay. by the rules o f  the gospel, be obliged  to give to o thers w hen we cannot do  it 

w ithout suffering o u rse lv es .. .how  else w ill we bear one an o th e r's  burdens? If we are never 
obliged  to relieve o the rs ' burdens but w hen we can  do  it w ithout burdening  ourse lves, then 
how  do  we BEAR our n e ighbor's  burdens w hen we bear no burden at all?" (G al. 6 :2) E dw ards 
d raw s from  Scripture the principle that, if we only  give w ithout sacrifice to our ow n lifesty le, 
then we have not given enough. Jesus C hrist becam e poor for us, and gave o f  His riches 
unto His death. This is the pattern for ou r giv ing  (II C or. 8:9)! Pocket change will never 
m eet the needs o f  poor brethren . W e m ust give until we share our b ro th e r 's  burden.

b. A second princip le  that sets the dim ensions for our giving is seen in the “ sim ple liv ing" 
passages. Heb. 13:5 exhorts us to stay content w ith ou r standard  o f  living, ra ther than seeking 
to constantly  increase it. Eph. 4 :28 and M att.6 :19 show  us that w ealth  is never to be accum u
lated for its ow n sake. The purpose o f  work is to earn , "that he m ay have som ething to share 
w ith those in need" (4:28); w ealth m ay be earned , but not for “yourse lves". A bove and 
beyond our basic needs, w ealth is to be used for those in need.

c. A third strain o f  B iblical teaching that bears on the d im ensions o f our giv ing  is the New 
T estam ent a ttitude tow ard the tithe. T he tithe w as required  by the M osaic law and affirm ed 
by Jesus (M a tt.2.3:23). Y et the tithe is never explic itly  prescribed  in the N ew  T estam ent 
because so m any o f  the apostles ' and C h ris t's  d irec tives on g iv ing  go beyond it. W e are to 
g ive "as C hrist gave", o r until "there  is equality " , etc. A valid inference from  this da ta  is
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that C hristians should look at the tithe as a sort o f m inim um  standard  o f  giving.
3. The B iblical balance is d ifficu lt to strike.

a. Paul is not setting an abstract standard  w hen he calls for "eq uality "  in the people o f  G od (II 
C or. 8:13-15). He is saying that sacrificial giv ing  will lead to less distance betw een rich and 
poor C hristians naturally  and inevitably . G iving  is voluntary.

b. T he New T estam ent does not outlaw  the rich; it is not a sin to ow n o r acquire w ealth . Jesus 
told the rich  young m an to give aw ay all his goods (M ark 10:12), but w as satisfied  w hen 
Z accheus gave aw ay only one h a lf  (L uke 19:8). Z accheus w as likely still w ell-off. Jesus 
does not forbid a person to stay w ealthy , if the person does not covet w ealth  (I T im . 6 :9 -10), 
w orry about it (L uke 12:22-31), and m anages it so  that the w ealth  is accom plish ing  abundant 
good deeds (I T im . 6 :18). G od  approves hard w ork , and allow s w orkers to enjoy the fruit 
o f  their labor (1 T im . 6 :17). N evertheless, though to be a rich C hristian  is a calling , the 
w ell-o ff are not exem pt from  all the injunctions to keep their lifesty le sim ple (“be content 
w ith w hat you have"), and to give sacrific ially . The B ible does not o ffer rich  C hristians an 
artificial percentage o r standard  for them  to a ttain . T hey are to look to C hrist and seek to be 
as lavish in their m ercy as he w as in His.

c. Som e rationalize away the startling  B iblical calls for sim ple living and equality . O thers ignore 
the fact that w ealthy C hristians have a calling (I T im . 6 :17-18). W e m ust seek to strike the 
B iblical balance in our preaching and practice.

C . T he dim ensions o f  our giv ing  determ ines the d im ensions o f  ou r resources.
1. M any C hristians fear to adm it the full w eight o f the B ib le 's  teaching on the d im ensions o f m ercy

m inistry  because the needs to  be addressed  seem  to so far outw eigh the resources.
2. T he B ible repeatedly  tells us that the resources we need w ill be m ultip lied  As we begin to give

as extensively  as G od  requires.
a. Prov. 19:17- "H e that is k ind to the poor lends to the Lord and he will rew ard  him  for w hat 

he has d o n e ."
b. Luke 6 :38-"G ive and it shall be g iven unto  you. A good m easu re ...w ill be poured into your 

lap ."
c. M att. 10:42-“ If anyone g ives a cup  o f  cold w ater to one o f  these little o n e s ...h e  shall not 

lose his rew ard ."
d. II C or. 9 :6-8-"H e that sow eth  sparingly  shall reap sparingly; he that sow eth  bountifu lly  shall 

reap b o u n tifu lly ...G o d  loveth  a cheerfu l giver. A nd G od is able to m ake all grace abound 
tow ard  you, that ye alw ays having all sufficiency in all th ings, m ay abound to  every good 
w ork ."

IX .S tru ctu res for M ercy M inistry.
The church should consider structures at four " leve ls” :
1. At the local level, churches should form  "banks" o f sk ills, finances, and o ther resources, in order 

to m eet hum an needs. B esides these "banks” there should be m any need-oriented  m inistries conducted  
by m ission groups o f concerned people. T hese  g roups should w ork in coord ination  w ith  the deacons.

2. At the Presbytery  level, deacons o f  local churches and o ther laypersons in terested  in m ercy m inistry  
should unite in associations in order to:
a. U pgrade education  and train ing  fo r m ercy m inistry
b O ffer assistance to churches w ho need expertise  o f resources to carry out the ir duties
c. C onduct m ercy m inistries w hich are im possib le fo r local churches to do  alone.

3. At the G eneral A ssem bly  level, m inistries should be m ounted w hich are:
a. requiring resources too  great or
b. serving people too  d istant fo r local churches and presbyteries to conduct.

4. M any m ercy m inistries should be carried  out by para-church  o rgan izations w hich are carefu lly  related 
to local and regional jud icato ries o f the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica. Social reform  m inistries 
and institutional m inistries (such as nursing  hom es, orphanages, e tc .)  w ould  best be carried  out this 
way.

A T T A C H M E N T  C 

A D M IN IST R A T IO N  P O L IC IE S FO R  T H E  D ISA ST E R  A N D  D IA C O N A L  F U N D
(change nam e from  "D isaste r R elief and Em ergency D iaconal Fund")

I Purposes
A. For d isaster  relief in the U nited S tates and C anada.

I . The fund may be used for direct a id  to victim s. In such cases, it is ou r purpose to care for
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the needs o f  those who are m em bers o f  the PC A , then for o ther C hristians, and , finally , for 
those outside the church as we are able.

2. Secondly , the fund will be used for the expenses o f PC A  on-site  coord inato rs  and volunteers 
w orking  in disasters.

B. For personal econ om ic and physical em ergencies w ithin PC A  churches w hich cannot be met
by the local church o r presbytery . In such cases, it is ou r purpose to  care first for the needs o f
PCA  m em bers, then for o ther persons to  w hom  a local PCA  church is m inistering  in w ord and deed.

C. For endorsed  serv ice  agencies and approved local d iaconal projects
1. Para-church service agencies m ay be endorsed  by the G eneral A ssem bly . In such cases, the 

D isaster and D iaconal Fund m ay receive designated  gifts fo r the agency and provide receipts 
good for tax purposes.

2. Local churches, presbyteries and PCA individuals m ay receive grants for beginning  m ercy 
m inistries.

D. As funds rem ain , for the adm inistration  o f m ercy m inistries.

II. D isbursem ents
A. D isaster R elief

1. E xpenditures up to $ 1,000 in any one d isaste r m ay be m ade w ith the approval o f the D isaster 
R esponse C oord inato r and the D irector o f  M ercy M inistry , and w ith the assurance that funds 
are available from  the B usiness M anager, G A  M NA .

2. E xpenditures over SI .000 m ust be approved by the C hairm an o f  the S ubcom m ittee  on M ercy 
M inistries/M N A , the C oordinator o f  M N A , and the D irecto r o f  M ercy M inistries.

3. T he need for d isaste r funds in any presbytery m ust be verified by the C hairm an o f the M NA 
C om m ittee o f that presbytery or som eone else the p resbytery  designates as contact person. 
G A  funds will be sent to the presbytery designated  person.

4. C ontributions from  churches in the p resbytery  w here d isaste r re lie f funds are being  used do 
not need to be sent to G A  M NA but m ay be forw arded directly  to the p resbytery  designated  
person.

5. Surplus funds designated  for specific d isasters w ill rem ain  in the G A  M NA  fund to be used 
for o ther d isasters o r for o ther approved diaconal m inistries.

B. E m ergency d iaconal needs
1. O rdinarily , a local church should approach p resbytery  or o ther local PCA  churches before it 

applies to the G A  M NA D isaster and D iaconal Fund.
2. A w ritten application  should be m ade to the GA  M NA  office , a ttention: D isaster and D iaconal 

Fund. The application should briefly  describe:(a) T he parties in need; (b) the nature and 
extent o f  need; (c) a list o f  o ther sources approached (fam ily , friends, o ther local churches), 
and (d) how  the m oney will be used. In em ergencies w here quick  action is essen tia l, the 
w ritten application  m ay be w aived.

3. The board o f deacons o f the local church m ust approve the request, o r w here there is no 
functioning  d iaconate , the session should approve the request.

4. Expenditures m ust be approved by the C hairm an o f  the S ubcom m ittee  on M ercy M inistries/ 
M N A . the C oordinator o f GA  M N A , and the D irecto r o f  M ercy M inistries.

C . E ndorsed service agencies and app roved local diaconal projects
I . Endorsed service agencies

a. M eaning o f  "endorsem ent”
(1) E ndorsem ent includes accreditation . The agency is declared  a valid and w orthy m in is

try. E ndorsem ent goes beyond accred ita tion , how ever.
(2) E ndorsem ent o f  an agency is a statem ent that the G eneral A ssem bly  will not duplicate  

the ag en cy 's  service and will seek to actively support it from  its resources.
(a) Individual donor level: an endorsed  agency shall have access to the d enom ination ’s 

m ailing  list on a schedule approved by the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  w hich 
shall also approve the content o f  the m ailing  w ith the concurrence o f G A  M NA

(b) Local church level: The GA  M NA  C om m ittee  shall form ally recom m end that the 
endorsed  agency receive support from  local churches and presbyteries.

(c) G eneral A ssem bly Level: develop  a plan o f  cooperation  w ith the endorsed  agency 
to  aid its expansion  in areas o f PC A  strength

b. The criteria  for an endorsed  agency shall be:
(1) N ational scope (o therw ise p resbyteries should determ ine endorsem ent).
(2) G overnorsh ip  by a voluntary board o f  directors.
(3) Policy m anual in accord with PCA theology and policies.
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(4) Fiscal health.
(5) P rovision o f  a needed m inistry  w hich w ould  o therw ise  be prov ided  by a com m ittee  

subject to the G eneral A ssem bly .
(6) W illingness to subm it annual financial and p rogress reports and report any changes 

in its bylaw s im m ediately  to the PCA.
c . T he D isaster and D iaconal Fund w ill receive designated  g ifts fo r endorsed  serv ice agencies 

and m ay e ither provide receip ts good for tax purposes o r channel g ifts to the endorsed  
agency w hich will provide such receip ts.

2. A pproved local diaconal projects
a. T he G eneral A ssem bly  will not directly  fund local diaconal program s fo r indefin ite  periods 

o f  tim e.
b. T he G eneral A ssem bly  will fund local d iaconal program s and m inistries under these 

conditions:
(1) T he diaconal m inistry  m ust be under the supervision  of:

(a) A presbytery  diaconal association  o r  som e o ther com m ittee  o f the presbytery .
(b) A board o r steering  com m ittee  w hich is approved and preferably  supported  finan 

c ia lly  by the presbytery .
(2) The financial g rant w ill be for one, tw o, o r three years, o r daily  on a decreasing  basis.
(3) The local group m ust recognize that there  are no ex tensions fo r the grant. It m ust do 

everyth ing necessary  to localize and establish  financial support fo r the w ork.
c. A pplication  shall be m ade to the G A  M N A  C om m ittee  through its S ubcom m ittee  on 

M ercy M inistries. G rants shall be approved by the full GA  M NA C om m ittee .

III. D evelopm ent
A. A yearly letter will be sent to boards o f  deacons exp la in ing  the purpose and use o f the D isaster 

and D iaconal Fund and asking fo r a gift o r  special o ffering  (as prescribed  in the m inutes o f  the 
IOth G eneral A ssem bly).

B. In tim es o f special need o r d isaster, bulletins and requests for donations can be sent to every  
PCA church.

IV. R eports
All incom e and expenditu res o f  the D isaster and D iaconal Fund shall be reported  to the G A  M NA
C om m ittee as a part o f the m onthly  financial statem ent.

A T T A C H M E N T  D  

P R O P O SE D  A G R E E M E N T  B E T W E E N  M N A  C O M M IT T E E  
A N D  T R U S T E E S O F  T H E  IN V E ST O R S FU N D  FO R  

B U IL D IN G  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T , PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A

1. It is proposed that M NA  take the initiative to  establish  a separate , com pletely  self-contained office  for 
the use o f ou r m utual m inistries.

2. T he nam e o f this office shall be: The O ffice o f  B uilding and D evelopm ental M inistries o f the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica (B D M ).

3. The m inistry  o f  this office will be to m anage ( I ) the fund adm in istered  by the T rustees fo r the Investors 
Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent, PC A , (2) the Five M illion Fund and o ther build ing  program s 
under the authority  o f  the M NA C om m ittee , (3) the developm ent o f  o ther m inistries desired  by the 
PCA constituency w hich will not com e under the ju risd ic tion  o f the G eneral A ssem bly , such as 
R etirem ent C en ters, C h ild ren ’s H om es, H alf-W ay H ouses, etc.

4  T his office will be financed jo in tly  by the M NA  C om m ittee  and the T rustees fo r the Investors Fund
for B uilding and D evelopm ent, PC A , w ith additional incom e expected  from  those to w hom  services 
are given.

5. T his office will create a budget to be approved by both the M N A  C om m ittee  and the T rustees fo r the 
IFBD , PCA. These o rganizations w ill agree upon a budget and a budget div ision  so that each  will m eet 
its fa ir share a fter consideration  o f  o ther incom e from  serv ices rendered .

6. T he ultim ate responsib ility  for this office and its em ployees will reside w ith the M NA  C om m ittee 
w hose office policies will govern  the internal operation . O perating  responsib ility  will reside w ith the 
C oordinator o f B uilding and D evelopm ental M inistries w ho is a m em ber o f  the M NA  staff.

7. The office will keep its ow n financial records and will be audited  by the A ssem b ly 's  auditors. The 
Investors Fund portion  o f the audit will go  to the G eneral A ssem bly  through the C om m ittee  on  A dm in-
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istration . The M NA portion o f the audit will be included in the M NA  audit sent to the A ssem bly . 
O perating  principles are these: (1) The creation  o f  the new agency. The Investors Fund for B uilding 
and D evelopm ent, PC A , has not m eant the loss to M NA  o f its build ing  departm ent o r its responsib ility  
to continue developing serv ice m inistries as needed in a dynam ic, g row ing denom ination ; (2) T here  is 
an understandable  relationship  betw een the developm ent o f church  p roperties and the developm ent o f 
institutional p roperties, betw een providing sanctuaries as a m inistry  o f  church  developm ent and providing 
expertise in the field o f institutional developm ent as a m inistry  o f m ercy. T hese  m inistries are not only 
com patib le  but they suit the particu lar interests and skills o f  the coord ina to r assigned.
A suggested  d iagram  is attached. A budget (M N A  Form ) is consolidated  in the M NA  budget request 
through C O  A.
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A T T A C H M E N T  E  

B ET H A N Y  C H R IS T IA N  SE R V IC E S

1. P rogram  Inform ation
a. B eth an y 's  purpose is to provide d istinctively  C hristian  help  to ch ild ren , young  people and fam ilies 

w ho are living w ith special needs in their lives. O ur goal is to  provide care  and counse ling  by 
com bining  ou r C hristian com m itm ent w ith p rofessional tra in ing . B ethany is com m itted  to the 
sanctity  o f  life. As such we provide counseling  serv ices w hich em phasize  alternatives to abortion. 
W e also  believe strongly in the beauty o f life and the im portance o f  fam ily . B ecause o f  this 
com m itm ent our services are d irected  not only to saving the lives o f  little  infants from  abortion 
but also  pro tecting  and enhancing  the life o f ch ildren and fam ilies.

b. C ounseling  to young people w ith unplanned pregnancies: T hese serv ices are provided through 
our 27 branch office  locations across the nation; through B E T H A N Y  L IFE L IN E , our toll-free 
counseling  serv ice; and through group residential facilities in M aryland, V irg in ia  and C aliforn ia . 
O ur counseling  at these locations em phasizes the sanctity  o f life and urges a lternatives to abortion.
1) A doption: A doption services are provided for dom estic and foreign-bom  children  as well as 

ch ildren  w ith special needs (o lder ch ild ren ; children  w ith physical, m ental o r em otional 
handicaps; and children o f m inority  races).

2) Foster fam ily care: Care is provided to infants w aiting  adoptive p lacem ents, to neg lected  
and abused children  and to Indo-C hinese children  w ho have com e to ou r atten tion  from  
refugee cam ps in Southeast A sia.

3) R esidential care: C are is provided fo r em otionally  disturbed youngsters at ou r facilities in 
G rand  R apids, H olland/Z eeland and Frem ont.

4) Fam ily  and ind ividual counseling: C ounseling  is provided to fam ilies and indiv iduals e x 
periencing in teractional and em otional difficu lties. T h is service is provided at ou r G rand 
R apids, Zeeland and Frem ont offices and includes educa tional, p reventive p rogram m ing.

5) D ay care: Day care is provided to children  o f w orking  parents. O ur p rogram  p laces strong 
em phasis on the developm ental functioning  o f ch ild ren . T his serv ice is prov ided  on ly  at our 
G rand Rapids office.

c. W e have barely scratched the surface in term s o f  responding to need through the usage o f  
B E T H A N Y  LIFE L IN E . W e w ill concentrate  on m aking L IFE L IN E  m ore availab le  to the m any 
young people across the nation w ho find them selves living w ith an unplanned p regnancy. In 
conjunction  w ith that e ffo rt, we are develop ing  p lans to use volunteer counselors from  local 
church  congregations w ho will be trained  to respond to young  people  w ho con tact L IFE L IN E . 
T hese volunteers will be strategically  located  across the nations so we can enhance B eth an y 's  
position o f  serving young people no m atter w here they are located.
W e also  intend to m ake counseling  serv ices m ore available to adoptive fam ilies w ho are living
w ith stress in their relationships.
W e are also anticipating  continuing  construction  o f  ou r new  residential treatm ent cen ter w hich 
is being funded through a m ajor funding  effo rt launched in early  1985.

d . B ethany has com m itted  itse lf to provid ing help  to young people  living w ith unplanned p regnancies 
no  m atter w here they live in the U nited  States. W e now  have 27 o ffices located  th roughout the 
U nited States (see attached listing). B E T H A N Y  L IFE L IN E  supp lem ents serv ices provided by 
these branch o ffices. Each o f  ou r o ffices also  o ffers adoptive p lacem ent to youngsters and fam ilies 
in the state in w hich they are located as w ell as in states im m ediate ly  surrounding the o ffice. 
O ur fam ily counseling , residential treatm ent and day care services are concen trated  in the W est 
M ichigan area.

2. Statistica l Inform ation
a. Services Provided

BET H A N Y  L IFEL IN E C alls R eceived 8 ,052
A doptive P lacem ents 963

(D om estic and International)
U nplanned P regnancy C ounseling  C ases 1,196
C hildren  in Foster Care

(Infants aw aiting  adoptive p lacem ent
and neglected o r abused children) 813

Fam ilies and Individuals H elped in C ounseling  1.270
C hildren  in D ay C are 85
C hildren  in R esidential T reatm ent ___ 45

TO T A L  12,424
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b. Funds R eceived
W hile audited figures are not yet availab le , total con tribu tion  revenue in 1985 am ounted  to 
$ 2 ,1 3 9 ,0 0 0  and PCA  support (indiv iduals and churches) am ounted  to approxim ately  $315 ,783 . 
T his is an approxim ate  figure because B ethany receives g ifts from  indiv iduals w ho  have not 
identified their denom inational affiliation . It cost 6 .5  cents to raise each  dollar; a  rem arkably
conservative  figure.

3. B ranch O ffice L ocations
A rkansas, L ittle Rock 
C alifo rn ia , B ellflow er 
C alifo rn ia , M odesto 
C olorado , D enver 
G eorgia , M acon 
Illinois, Palos H eights 
Indiana, M errillville  
Iow a. O range C ity 
Iow a, Pella 
M aryland, A nnapolis 
M assachusetts, W akefield 
M ichigan, Frem ont 
M ichigan, M adison H eights 
M ichigan, Zeeland 
M innesota, S tillw ater 
M ississippi, Jackson 
M issouri. St. Louis 
New Jersey , N orth Haledon 
N orth C arolina , Asheville 
Pennsylvania, F lourtow n 
Pennsylvania. M illersville 
South C arolina , G reenville  
T ennessee, C hattanooga 
V irg in ia, M anassas 
W ashington , B ellingham  
W isconsin , W aukesha

R ichard D. Roeters
D irector o f D evelopm ent

A T T A C H M E N T  F

PO L IC Y  FO R  M IS SIO N A R IE S LINDER 
T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  

W O R K IN G  W ITH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  S T U D E N T  M IN IST R IE S A N D  
E TH N IC  C H U R C H  D E V E L O P M E N T

I. B A C K G R O U N D
In a rapidly changing w orld . N orth A m erica— the U nited S tates and C anada— has g row n to  be a 

m ission field (in the h istoric sense o f  the w ord) o f gigantic proportions. If  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica is to be a national chu rch , reaching  all segm ents o f the A m erican population  as w ell as guests 
who are tem porarily  w ithin ou r borders , the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica  will need to address 
these new challenges in a consistent and orderly  w ay. O ur policy  should apply to all those w ho are 
m issionaries under M N A , fo r they should be adm in istered  w ith evenhandedness. These polic ies should not 
be greatly  d ivergent from  those w hich control the m inistries o f  the C om m ittee  on M ission to  the W orld  for 
we are com m ittees o f  one assem bly . The policies stated here have been d iscussed  w ith the responsib le 
persons in M ission to the W orld and am ong the various departm ents o f  the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth 
A m erica.

The present im petus to  establish  a set o f policies is the g row ing  concern  and com m itm ent o f the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica to ethn ic  m inistries and to m inistry  w ith in ternational s tudents. The sheer
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w eight o f num bers has dem anded denom inational action.
a. For instance, consider the grow th  o f  student guests from  abroad.

Y ear N um b er o f  S tudents
1954-1955 34 ,000
1966-1967 100,000
1977-1978 268 ,940
1980-1981 + 3 0 0 ,0 0 0
1982-1983 336 ,990
1985-1986 500 ,000

Seventy colleges and universities in the U nited S tates have m ore than 1,000  in ternational students 
w ith 18 o f  those colleges having m ore than 2 ,000 . A pproxim ately  one o f every  six in ternational students 
in the U nited  S tates is seeking a m aster’s degree, and one in tw elve is w orking tow ard  a doctorate. Law son 
Lau has w ritten  in The W orld  a t our D oorstep , a handbook fo r in ternational student m inistry  (1VP): “ In the 
next 25 years these students could  occupy one-h a lf o f  the w orld ’s top  leadersh ip  positions in governm ent, 
business and education . It is hard to im agine a m ore strategic g roup to evan g e lize .”

C oncern  fo r in ternational student m inistries is already seen in the PC A  in the fo llow ing w ays:
(1) M iss Jean  Lappin is w orking  w ith in ternational students under the C om m ittee  on  M ission  to 

N orth A m erica in the A tlanta area , and her reports to chu rches, particularly  in G eorg ia , 
A labam a and South C aro lina , have stirred  great interest.

(2) A  m inistry  to in ternational students w as begun a t T enth  P resbyterian  C hurch  in P h iladelphia . 
Pennsylvania, and this w as en larged  by M r. B ruce M cD ow ell. T his has had  considerable  
success and has becom e an exam ple o f w hat a local church  and a com m itted  p asto r can do.

(3) M r. Jim  G earing  w as approved by the Presbytery  o f  N orth G eorg ia  as a m issionary  to 
in ternational students in the A tlanta area, and has w ished to com e under the aegis o f  the 
A ssem bly 's  com m ittee.

(4) There has been great interest expressed  by sem inary students w ho w ould  direct their a ttention 
tow ard  m inistries w ith in ternational students if  there w ere the p roper denom inational vehicle 
under w hich they cou ld  w ork.

(5) Som e o ther PC A  churches a lready have a regu lar outreach effo rt tow ard  in ternational students 
and are w anting to  increase their effo rts  w ithin a denom ination-w ide system .

b. A s an exam ple o f  e thnic developm ents w hich call for PCA  m inistries and a policy  to govern  
them , consider the influx o f Latin im m igrants in southern C alifo rn ia . T he 1980 census indicated 
fou r m illion o f  Latin origin in the area , but conservative  estim ates o f  the total in 1986, (including  
undocum ented) suggest seven m illion. It is believed that there m ay be 1,200 H ispanic churches 
averaging  100 m em bers each , w hich m eans that only 1.7 percent o f  southern  C alifo rn ia ’s Latin 
population  is related to  an evangelical church . The PC A  m ust m in ister in th is  A m erican  Latin 
com m unity!

2. R E C O M M E N D A T IO N
T he fo llow ing policies and p rocedures are to be established  for those desiring  to do cross-cultural 

m inistry  w ith the help  and supervision  o f  the C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , w hether that m inistry 
is w ith in ternational students (a cam pus m inistry) o r under the departm ent o f  E thnic C hurch D evelopm ent.

a. T he m issionary  is to be a m em ber o f a congregation  o r presby tery  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  
in A m erica. If  the applicant is a m em ber o f  a church , he o r she will need the recom m endation  
o f  the appropriate session  for the pro jected  m inistry . (A n ordained  teaching e ld e r m ay be recom 
m ended for m issionary service by the Presbytery  M NA  C om m ittee  and /o r the M NA  C om m ittee 
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly .)

b. Each candidate m ust go through an application  and assessm ent process estab lished  by the C om 
m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica. W hen approved by the C om m ittee  for m issionary  service 
it will also  issue a “ca ll '' w hich , in the case  o f  the unordained  w ill be sent to  the church  in w hich 
the candidate has m em bership  in o rder that the candidate m ay be com m issioned . In the case  o f 
the ordained the call will be sent through the M NA  C om m ittee  o f  presbytery  fo r the approval 
o f  the call by the p resbytery  itself.

c. T he candidate will continue in cand idate  status until p resby teries, churches and indiv iduals have 
prom ised  sufficient support for the m inistry  pro jected  at w hich tim e the cand idate  w ill becom e 
a m issionary.

d. T he financial support o f a particu lar m issionary  w ill consist of:
(1) Salary package to include base salary , housing , health  insurance, death  and d isability  insurance 

and retirem ent annuity .
(2) Program  budget w hich will include tra in ing , itineration , support serv ices prov ided  by the



APPENDICES 375

C om m ittee on  M ission to N orth A m erica  and fie ld -re lated  program  expenses.
e. The am ount o f  financial support for a particu lar m issionary  will be determ ined by the C om m ittee 

on M ission to N orth A m erica and w ill be recom m ended  by way o f  a call given  to presby tery  or 
a letter o f  recom m endation  to the m issio n ary 's  hom e church .

f. The m issionary cand idate , w hile in candidate  status, will norm ally be involved fu ll-tim e in 
build ing  a support base fo r h is/her future m inistry ; support build ing  w ill ord inarily  be com pleted  
w ithin 18 m onths. D uring this tim e the m issionary  candidate  can be involved also  in tra in ing , 
language school (if applicable) and a part-tim e m in istry , if approved by M NA .

g. The m issionary cand idate  will receive a portion  o f h is /her m onthly  salary in addition  to health  
insurance beginning w hen it is financially  possib le  as determ ined by the C om m ittee  on M ission 
to N orth A m erica. The portion  o f m onthly  salary received  w ill be adjusted  by M N A  in consu ltation  
w ith the m issionary  candidate as funds accum ulate  in h is/her support account. T he goal is to  see 
that the full support o f  the m issionary candidate is received  and paid as soon as possib le  and 
that all expenses for itineration are reim bursed  as they are incurred.

h. M NA  will determ ine w hat the a llow able defic it in a m issionary ’s account will be , and this m ay 
be determ ined in part by the type o f  m issionary  w ork to be perfo rm ed  and the departm ent under 
w hich the m issionary will even tually  w ork. A defic it, norm ally , should result only  from  expenses 
fo r m onthly  health  insurance prem ium s and for itineration-related  expenses.

i. The m issionary  can d id a te 's  itineration  w ill be coordinated  by the appropria te  M N A  departm ent.
j .  The m issionary  c an d id a te 's  funds w ill be applied to an account under the m issio n ary 's  nam e and

m inistry  (e .g ..  In ternational Students— Bill Jones o r southern  C alifo rn ia  H ispanic team — Joseph 
Sm ith). The goal is to  build support from  churches and indiv iduals fo r a m inistry  as w ell as for 
a m issionary.

k. W henever a  m issionary leaves a m inistry  to w hich he has been  called , for w hatever reason , the 
support funds rem aining  in that m issionary 's  account w ill be p laced  in an account w hich will 
continue to support m inistries o f  like kind.

(3 .)T he  policies above will apply to all “ m issionary” m inistries under the review  and contro l o f the 
C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica.

A T T A C H M E N T  G 

FO R  T H E  W E ST E R N  E X P A N SIO N  O F T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

1. The 13th G eneral A ssem bly  approved and ordered  a five-year special effo rt to expand the PC A  in our 
w estern states, west o f  T exas, K ansas, N ebraska and the D akotas.
2. T he C om m ittees o f M ission to N orth A m erica o f the three PC A  presbyteries in the W est called  fo r a 
jo in t consultation  to plan w estern developm ent. A consultation  o f  ten m en m et, w ith G A  M N A  partic ipation , 
in W alnut C reek , C alifo rn ia  on January , 7-8 , 1986.
3. The C onsultation  consensus follows:

a. That in ordering  priorities the criteria  suggested by M NA  staff be accep ted , recognizing  that our 
goal is to  establish  and /o r strengthen presbyteries.
1) W here a new  region is being developed but is lacking a sufficient num ber o f  churches to  create 

a v iable p resby tery , new  m issions in the region should have highest p riority , (i.e . San Francisco)
2) W here a p resbytery  can be d iv ided and the core area  o f  the p resbytery  w ould be unduly  w eakened, 

special efforts to start a few  new churches in the core  area  w ould have a high  priority , (i.e . 
C olorado and Southw est)

3) W here an area can be rem oved from  a present presbytery  to create a m ore cohesive p resbytery , 
able to take responsib ility  for a clearly  identifiable reg ion , new  m ission churches in the area 
should be g iven  priority , (i.e . San D iego)

4) W here a presbytery has proven itse lf unable to reach into the territory  w ith in  its boundaries to 
begin churches in key population  cen ters, the M N A  C om m ittee  o f G A  should p rovide help in 
initiating new church planting  projects, (i.e . N orthw est)

5) W here there are large and influential c ities in regions w ithout PCA  presence, a p ioneer effort 
should be m ade to plant a strong church in each o f  these c ities in faith that they will becom e 
radiating centers around w hich p resbyteries w ill grow . (i.e . Salt Lake C ity)

b. “ It is the consensus o f this gathering  that the G A  M N A  C om m ittee  be encouraged  to proceed  w ith 
the establishm ent o f a w estern  o ffice , and that serious consideration  be given to the San Francisco  
Bay area, and that every  consideration  be g iven to u tiliz ing  the gifts o f T E  J. Philip  C lark  w hen the 
position is filled ."
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c. The follow ing locations should be considered  as prim e targets for new  church  developm ent in fiscal 
year 1987:

1) C handler o r Scottsdale, A rizona
2) G rea ter Phoenix
3) V entura. C alifornia
4) Seattle , W ashington
5) San Francisco Bay area, C aliforn ia
6) San D iego C ounty , C aliforn ia
7) Portland-W illam ette V alley , O regon
8) Surrey/D elta. BC
9) Southw est D enver

10) Salt Lake C ity o r som e other m ajor city in totally  virgin territory (to  the PCA )
T hese are not in any order o f priority  except that 10 should be given low est priority  unless a golden 
opportunity  should present itself.

d. It w as suggested that the developm ent o f  an H ispanic team  in the territory o f  Pacific Presbytery 
should be the responsib ility  o f  G A  M NA  and should not be under presbytery control and supervision  
since an e thnic presbytery is a possibility .

e. T he C anadian churches are asked to consider a target date for a new  A nglo/C anadian  denom ination , 
possib ly  in 2000. T he PCA  G eneral A ssem bly  is asked for greater effort in build ing  C anadian  
churches. A lso, the idea o f  any nam e change to satisfy the C anad ians will be set aside w ith  the 
announcem ent o f this goal.

4. The report o f  this consultation  to the three p resbyteries was w ell received. T he M N A  C om m ittee  o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly  received the report on M arch 6 and prom ised  its cooperation .

A T T A C H M E N T  H 

R E PO R T  FR O M  T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  A N D  R E F O R M E D  
JO IN T  C O M M ISS IO N  O N  C H A P L A IN S A N D  M IL IT A R Y  PE R SO N N E L

W ith thanksgiv ing  to G od, and m uch appreciation  to the C oord inato r and staff o f M ission to N orth 
A m erica and the M NA  G eneral A ssem bly  C om m ittee  for their strong support and encouragem ent this past 
year, we bring  this b rie f report o f  our C om m ission  on C haplains to the 14th G eneral A ssem bly.

W e continue in am azem ent and daily  praise to ou r Lord for the continued g row th , num erically  and 
sp iritually , in ou r chaplaincy  forces. The attached roster reflects the greatest num ber o f  chaplains we have 
ever had in the history  o f our church . W ith in  the past year four new  active duty chaplains and six reserv ists 
have been  added to the PCA roster, and four new  active duty chaplains to the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch , 
a  133 percent increase for the O PC .

And yet we rejoice even m ore in the quality  o f m inistry  our chap lains are b ringing  to ou r m ilitary forces 
and their fam ilies around the w orld. T hey  are true p rofessionals in the best sense o f  the term , and G od  is 
using  them  to w in m any to the Savior and in troduce them  to the d iscip lines o f d iscip lesh ip . T hey struggle 
w ith the task o f  conserving  the fruits o f their labors by the pow er o f the H oly Sp irit, and helping to build 
churches in ou r com m unities at hom e as they labor in A m erica and overseas. O u r C om m ission  is proposing 
through the M NA  C om m ittee a change in the B C O  w hich w ould  allow  churches to receive in absen tia  as 
associate  m em bers for an interim  period m en and w om en evangelized  and baptized  through the m inistry  o f  
ou r chaplains w ho desire to relate to a local PC A  church back hom e. W hen re turned to  active  du ty  o r 
re tired , they can then be exam ined and received  as m em bers in the churches o f  their choice in the usual 
fashion. W e hope you will consider this am endm ent carefu lly  and in the con tex t o f need out o f w hich it 
arises. C haplains are concerned w ith  the responsib ility  o f helping to plant and to  build  strong local PCA 
churches.

T hough the adm inistrative load o f  the C om m ission  D irector grow s m onth ly , he has been able to visit 
chaplains and their fam ilies in the field  m ore than ever before this past year, a m inistry  w hich began on a 
denom inational level in 1955! He goes w here ou r chaplains go , from  T urkey  to San F rancisco , from  
Savannah to Seattle . W ith three chaplains and their fam ilies now  in O kinaw a, and ano ther possib ly  reporting 
there soon, one in G uam , one in H aw aii, and another in A laska, com m ission  m em bers have recom m ended 
a “Pacific R im ” v isit via m ilitary space-availab le  fligh ts, and this is planned fo r S ep tem ber and early  
O ctober. Seven to  e ight m onths w ill be spent “on the road” in 1986. O u r chaplains and your d irec to r need 
your p rayer support for m inistry  in m any areas o f  the w orld w here the insane terrorism  o f ou r age is 
prevalent. W hen you p ray , rem em ber active and reserve chaplains w ho w rite , rep resen ting  all ou r chaplains. 
“Pray for conversions am ong the troops I serve. A nd pray  for a healthy start o f the church  I am  o rgan iz ing"
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(from  one o f  ou r reserve chap lains and a PCA organ izing  pasto r). “C ontinue p raying  for ou r m inistry . This 
is truly a m issionary w ork. T he harvest is ripe for m any o f  ou r N avy pe rsonnel” . “Praise fo r G o d ’s 
fa ithfu lness, and g iv ing  fruit to the m in is try .” Y es, G od is giv ing  fru it, and we rejoice!

Sincerely in C hrist,
W illiam  B. L eonard , J r .,  D irector

C H A P L A IN S R O ST E R

A C T IV E  D U T Y  - A R M Y
C A PT  H ubert R . B aker 
C A PT  R ussell C . Barrett 
C A PT  Fred S. C arr 
C A PT  D avid L. D are 
M AJ Bill C . G reenw alt 
C A PT  Jam es R. G riffith  
C A PT  Leslie M . H ardem an 
1LT John E. Johnston  
M AJ S tephen W . Leonard 
1LT John K . M aas 
C A PT  T hom as A. M acG regor 
M AJ C harles H. M orrison 
C O L D avid P. Peterson 
M AJ W . Ingram  Philips, III 
C A PT  C harles M . R ector 
M AJ D avid F. R oberts 
C A PT  G ary K . Sexton 
C A PT  Robert A W ildem an , Jr.

A C T IV E  D U T Y  - N A V Y
LC D R  D onald W . Aven 
LCD R C hristopher P. Bennett 
LTJG  M ichael C raig 
C A PT  J. R obert Fiol 
LT Peter C . Jensen 
L T  A rnold  C. Johnson 
L T  D uane D. M allow  
C D R  R obert B . N eedham  
LCD R John D. R egister 
LT T im othy D . R ott 
LT Jam es L. Spiritosanto  
LT R onald L. Sw afford , Sr.

A C T IV E  D U T Y  - A IR  FO R C E
M AJ D avid E. C rocker 
C A PT  R obert W . G ardner 
L T C O L Beryl T . H ubbard

R E SE R V E S - A R M Y
T E  C raig  L. D iB enedictis 
T E  M ichael F. Frazier 
T E  D. C harles Frost, Jr.
T E  M arvin L. Harris 
T E  Jam es M . H utchens 
T E  Edw ard L. Jam es 
T E  Philip  H. Lancaster 
T E  D ouglas E. Lee 
T E  D ouglas B. M cC ullough 
T E  D onald H. P ost, Jr.
T E  Jam es E. S ingleton 
T E  T hom as E. T roxell

T E  Peter R. V aughn

A R M Y  N A T IO N A L  G U A R D
T E  W esley  N . H o m e, Jr.
T E  D avid H. Jussely  
T E  John H. Langford 
T E  D ouglas M cC ready 
T E  A . R andy N abors 
T E  Jam es Pakala 
T E  K enneth  R ibelin  
T E  D aniel J. R icketts 
TE  R ichard  H . R osser 
T E  E. Lee T rink le , III

R E SE R V E S - N A V Y
T E  K enneth  A . A ustin  
T E  A lan C ochet 
T E  D aniel E . D eaton 
T E  R .J . G ore , Jr.
T E  W illiam  A . M ahlow , Jr.
T E  S tephen L. Parker 
T E  Frederic D eL ong T hom pson , Jr. 
T E  Jack  K . U nangst 
T E  Fred  L. Z oelle r, Jr.

R E SE R V E S - A IR  FO R C E
T E  Eric R. D ye 
T E  A lbert C . H itchcock 
T E  M ichael E. Jam es 
T E  R obert L . Jarrett 
T E  Frederick S . M cFarland 
T E  John C . R opp, Jr.
T E  John C . Sm ith 
T E  John B. S tringer

R E T IR E D
T E  R obert H. A ckley 
T E  R obert A . B onner 
T E  C harles D. B rew er 
T E  Sam uel S . C appel 
T E  John P. C lark  
T E  D on K. C lem ents 
T E  H ow ard T . C ross 
T E  E dw ard  A. Jussely  
T E  W illiam  B. L eonard , Jr.
T E  R onald  M cC arthy  
T E  John  M . M acG regor 
T E  Jam es S. M artin  
T E  R obert G . R ayburn 
T E  T hom as E. S idebotham  
T E  H enry C . Thigpen
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VA H O S P IT A L  C A D E T  C H A P L A IN  - W E ST  PO IN T
T E  Lyle R. G ra ff T E  D rake G erritsen
T E  C harles E. T urner

P O L IC E  C H A PL A IN
T E  John C lark

A T T A C H M E N T  I 

R E P O R T  FR O M  
R E F O R M E D  U N IV E R SIT Y  M IN IST R IE S - M NA

M ission to N orth A m erica C om m ittee  provides support services through R eform ed U niversity  M inistries- 
M NA to presbyteries and churches w hose cam pus m inistries are affiliated  w ith R eform ed U niversity  M inix- 
tries-M N A . The presbyteries and churches receiv ing  serv ices m ake a contribu tion  tow ard  their cost. P resby
teries and churches are com pletely  responsib le for the funding  o f m inistries w ithin their areas and for 
determ ining  the budget fo r such m inistries. R eform ed U niversity  M inistries-M N A  receives and disburses 
funds only as d irected  by those presbyteries o r churches.

F ro m Jan u ary  1, 1985 to D e c e m b e r3 l, 1985 R eform ed U niversity  M NA  received $219 ,705  and d isbursed  
$202 ,734  as d irected  by presbyteries o r churches. The 1985 balance o f  $16,971 w as added to the prior 
year’s balance o f  $24 ,187  resulting  in a total balance o f  $41 ,158  as o f D ecem ber 31 , 1985. T hese funds 
are the properties o f  a particu lar m inistry(ies) w hich is the responsib ility  o f  a p resbytery  o r church  as noted 
below . The appropriate responsib le body received  an audit report o f  their funds. T he fo llow ing list gives 
the presbyteries and cam pus staff receiving support serv ices-accounting  portion through R eform ed U niversity  
M inistries-M N A .

Presbyteries
A labam a Join t C om m ittee 
on C am pus W ork 
(E vangel, Southeast A labam a, 
and W arrior)

South C arolina  Jo in t C om m ittee 
on C am pus W ork 
(C alvary and Palm etto)

N orth G eorgia P resbytery 
M NA  C om m ittee

Interns
Sam  Clark 
Sam  Dow ning 
Ann Farrior 
M ary L atta Fow lkes 
Tracey  Jolly 
Joe M axwell 
W ard T oler 
T y ler W illiam s

O th er A ffiliated  M inistries
M ississippi Jo in t C om m ittee 
on C am pus W ork 
(C ovenant, G race and M ississippi 
Valley)

C am pu s and S ta ff
A uburn U niversity ,
R ev. W illiam  B. G resham  
U niversity  o f  A labam a,
R ev. W illiam  F. Jo seph . Ill

C lem son U niversity  
Rev. D avid S inclair 
U niversity  o f  South C arolina , 
Rev. L eR oyH  Ferguson

A tlanta A rea,
M r. Jam es G earing , In t'l 
Student M inistry

U niversity  o f  A labam a 
C lem son U niversity  
D elta State U niversity  
U niversity  o f A rkansas 
U niversity  o f F lorida 
U niversity  o f F lorida 
U niversity  o f  A rkansas 
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M ississippi State U niversity
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C indy  T hom pson

U niversity  o f F lorida,
Rev. Rod C ulbertson
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APPENDIX K

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD  
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

As servants o f the G eneral A ssem bly , we m ake this report o f  our s tew ardship  during  the past year. 

PU R PO SE:
W e have sought to  im plem ent the declaration  o f  ou r first G eneral A ssem bly  in its “M essage to  All 

C hurches":
W e declare the u ltim ate purpose o f the church is to g lorify  G od. W e believe this includes 
giving top  priority  to  C hris t’s G reat C om m ission  . . . W e regard th is as the g reat end  o f  our 
o rganization  and obedience to it, as the indispensable condition  o f  ou r L o rd ’s prom ised 
presence.

In fu lfilling  this purpose, ou r goal rem ains that w hich w as adopted by the G eneral A ssem bly  in 1979 
and adopted  in the 1984 A ssem bly  in the paper “ M TW  1993-A  Picture o f  P u rpose ,” nam ely:

T o  reach the w orld ’s unreached responsive peoples w ith  G o d ’s good new s through the 
testim ony o f church-p lan ting  team s and strategic technical and support personnel. Success
in observable church grow th will be an im portant m eans o f evaluation .

PR A Y ER :
W e rem em ber ou r L o rd ’s observation , exhorta tion , and prom ise:

“T he  harvest is plentifu l but the w orkers are few . A sk the Lord o f  the harvest, therefore , to 
send out w orkers into H is harvest field” (M atthew  9:37-38).

W e thank A lm ighty G od  for the m any m anifo ld  b lessings He has poured  out on M TW  this year. W e 
believe they are d irectly  related to your prayers. B ut, as ou r personnel go about the church  in conferences, 
itineration and v isits, we observe a lack o f  consisten t and fervent p rayer fo r these “ lab o re rs .” W e have 
found it increasingly  d ifficu lt to  recruit church  planters. W e urge the church to be m ore d iligent in its
prayers that the Lord o f  the harvest send us m ore laborers.

PR O G R A M :
W e believe the v ision , as we define it, is the verbal picture o f  ou r purpose realized . T hus, our program  

envisions fo r M TW  in 1993:
1. 800 m issionaries 

360 church planters
24 church-planting  team s

2. These team s w ill represent 60%  o f  our career m issionaries and w ill be situated  m ainly  in w orld- 
class cities. Five w ill be team s m inistering  to M uslim s.

3. 240 technical and support personnel and strategic m issionaries im pacting  the w orld C hristian  
com m unity  in the cause o f w orld evangelization . Fifty  percent (50% ) occupying leadership  roles 
w ithin o ther organizations.

4  . 200 SIM A  (tw o-year people) serv ing  alongside 200 volunteer p rofessionals and  sum m er w orkers. 
T w enty-five  percent (25% ) o f  the graduates w ill be head ing  tow ard  career m issionary  service.

5. A F ield R esource D ivision w ill cross pollinate our m issionary  fam ily and o ffer Presbyterian  
expertise to the C hurch  as a w hole.

6. All o f  this will take a budget o f som e $23 m illio n -$ l8  m illion for our career program , $4  m illion 
for SIM A  and $1 m illion for special pro jects uniquely im pacting  w orld evangelization .

7. T he last piece o f the vision is that the PC A  w ill occupy a place am ong the top  five denom inations 
in the U .S . as far as per capita  giving and com m itm ent to w orld evangelization . ($90-$100 per 
capita  in to d ay ’s dollars)

Y our C om m ittee’s personnel recruitm ent goal for this year w as 48 new  m issionaries accepted  (30  church  
planters; 18 w ith cooperative  agreem ents).

PR O G R E SS:
W e realize  our C om m ittee is accountable to you. T herefo re, in the attached supp lem ent, we give you, 

for your evaluation , a report o f ou r progress tow ard  m eeting  these goals set by  the G eneral A ssem bly. 
O ur first M TW  sum m er tra in ing  p rogram  w as held in D etro it, M ich igan , for 11 w eeks, under the
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direction o f Jayson K yle, M T W 's  C oord inato r o f  Personnel. A lthough , as w ith any first p ro ject, we had 
som e problem s and m ade som e m istakes, we see this as a m ajor m ilestone in estab lish ing  an accepted  M TW  
m ission culture and a uniquely  Presbyterian  approach tow ards equ ipp ing  people to do  the w ork o f  m inistry .

A nother h ighlight o f the year w as the M N A /M T W  S um m er C onference at Ferrum  C ollege, Ferrum , 
V irginia. In conjunction  w ith  this conference , M TW  sponsored  a L eadership  C onference. M TW  brought 
to the conference m ost o f  o u r field leadership  from  all over the w orld and m any m issionaries on  hom e 
m inistry  assignm ent. O ur feedback indicates that m ost felt the m eetings w ere insightful and challenging. 
For the first tim e, it seem ed to give the partic ipants a sense o f  belonging  to a w orldw ide team  o f  effective 
servants for Jesus C hrist.

O ur assessm ent cen ters, led by the C oord inato r o f  Personnel and assisted  by D r. T hom as G raham , 
continue to be a helpful tool in assisting  your com m ittee  in evaluating  cand idates. O u r cen ter in O ctober 
w as held jo in tly  w ith M NA . Nine M TW  assessors, tw o  o f  w hich w ere M TW  C om m ittee  m em bers, partic i
pated. As you know , since the beginning o f  P C A , the M TW  C om m ittee  has been given  the responsib ility  
o f  assessing  candidates for the m ission field  and approving  o r d isapproving  them . O v er the years, M TW  
has developed several tools w hich assist the C om m ittee  in m aking such an assessm ent. T he A ssessm ent 
C en ter is ju s t another tool w hich provides valuable inform ation  to the M TW  C om m ittee  as it assesses each 
candidate and m akes a judgm en t o f  approval o r d isapproval.

Y our M TW  C om m ittee has changed its M ission Policy H andbook so that w henever the w ord “ furlough” 
is used the term  has been changed to  read "H om e M inistry  A ssignm ent (H M A ).” T his is the only  change 
m ade in the handbook and everyth ing  else regarding H M A  rem ains the sam e.

As train ing  for your M TW  C om m ittee , at each  m eeting  a  special speaker from  the w orld o f  m issions 
inform s, instructs, and illum inates us as to his special field o f  m ission  expertise. Such m en as D r. T ed 
W ard o f T rin ity  E vangelical D ivinity  S chool, D r. W ade C oggins o f  E F M A , M r. Bud H inkson o f  C am pus 
C rusade, and M r. G rady M angham  o f  W orld  R elief C orpora tion , brought us valuable insights in to  their 
fields o f  m ission service.

Y our C om m ittee  continues to see SIM A  as its principal resource for a steady flow  o f  new  long-term  
candidates into the stream . Presently 40  o f  ou r tw o-year w orkers are p reparing  to re tu rn  to  the field  as 
career m issionaries.

T hese program  developm ents are but a few  o f  the m any at M T W , but these are offered  in the hope that 
they will provide for you a sense o f  ou r p rogram m atic  d irection .

P E R S O N N E L :
In your C o m m ittee 's  op in ion , ou r m ost valuable assets are the great people G od has sent to us to  be 

“ w orkers in H is harvest fie ld .”
Y our C om m ittee has d iv ided itse lf into three A dm inistra tive  S ubcom m ittees and three Field Interest 

Subcom m ittees; nam ely:
A dm inistrative Field Interest
C andidate E urope/A frica/A ustralia
Findnce Far East
M anagem ent South /C entra l A m erica

Each com m ittee  m em ber serves on one adm inistra tive  and one field  interest subcom m ittee. T he C andidate 
Subcom m ittee is the la rg e s t-e ig h t m em b ers -b ecau se  o f the volum e o f  w ork and im portance. Any o ther 
com m ittee m em ber m ay attend the C andidate  Subcom m ittee m eetings, w hich usually  begin  one day in 
advance o f the full com m ittee m eetings. Y our C om m ittee  is d iligent and faithful in seeking  to carry  out 
the tasks you assign to it

N ow in his 10th year as C oord inato r o f M T W , T E  Paul M cK aughan continues to  head  ou r leadership  
s taff as ou r ch ie f executive o fficer. Y our C om m ittee  feels that M TW  is indeed fortunate to have R ev. 
M cK aughan, a m an recognized  in w orld m ission circles as a pacem aker in this field. He is assisted  by a 
s taff know n to be am ong the m ost com peten t and ded icated  o f  any m ission in the w orld today.

TE Jim m y L yons, M issionary-E vangelis t, continues to serve as he has done since ou r inception. Last 
year, he had over 60  speaking  assignm ents across PC A . N ot only  does he keep the w ork o f  m issions before 
ou r people, but he is a sounding board to report to the C om m ittee  the peo p les ' p ra ise  and prob lem s, 
com plim ents and com plain ts.

TE  D onald B Patterson is com pleting  his th ird year as Pastor-at-L arge. He and  his w ife d iv ide their 
tim e betw een m ission conferences in the U .S . and m inistering  to ou r m issionaries abroad. R eports from  
ou r fields continue to praise him  and his w ife fo r the ir m inistry  and counsel to  m issionaries  w ith questions 
o r problem s. Dr Patterson is seeking  to recruit som e retired people w ho will give them  part-tim e assistance 
in this m inistry.

RE Carl W ilhelm  has assum ed responsib ility  as C oord ina to r o f  O verseas O perations. W e continue to 
m ove tow ard having three regional coordinators living in the field . W e are planning  fo r C arl to be one o f
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these regional coordinators.
The C om m ittee has approved a requested change in assignm ent for T E  Jayson K yle. Jayson will recruit 

a church-planting  team  for M exico  C ity and will be the provisional team  coord inato r. Jayson has brought 
so m any g ifts to M TW  that we will really  m iss him  on the staff, but we understand h is call from  G od to 
return to foreign service.

M r. John R ollo has been nam ed as C oordinator o f Personnel, and M r Dan Porter has been nam ed 
SIM A  C oordinator.

M r. G erald  D. Longe continues as ou r very capable A dm inistra tive  D irector, bringing his expertise from 
business experience around the w orld.

FIE L D  R E PO R T S:

A C A P U L C O  C H U R C H -P L A N T IN G  T EA M  - T E  T hom as J. C ourtney , team  coord inato r
M any exciting even ts took place during the course o f 1985. Tw o o f  o u r congregations acquired  property 

for their church  build ings. O ne property  site already had construction  that has proved m ore than adequate 
for the congregation . T he o ther is even  now  build ing  suitable facilities for their w orship  serv ices. Still 
another congregation  is adding Sunday school room s and an o ffice. E lders w ere recen tly  e lected  in tw o 
congregations. They w ill go  through a six-m onth train ing  course before being  ordained; thus organizing  
tw o m ore churches. Plans and strategy have been m ade tow ard reaching  the m iddle- and upper-m iddle 
c lasses o f  A capulco . T his will constitute w hat we hope will be ou r fifth church  and thus establish  the 
presbytery . O n ou r team  we have had a change in leadership  and Tom  C ourtney  is now  the team  coord inato r 
follow ing D ick D y e 's  resignation  as team  coordinator. As a team  we also are d iligen tly  m aking p lans and 
goals fo r w inding dow n ou r m inistry  here in A capulco . W e are p ro jecting  that at the end o f 1988 we will 
have accom plished  that w hich we w ere sent to do and thus we will be leaving the presby tery  in the hands 
o f the nationals. W e have good prospects for pastors for ou r churches. W ith an eye tow ard  the future and 
a heart full o f  fa ith , we could  conceivably  have three ordained  M exican m en leading ou r churches in the 
year to com e. Pray w ith us to that end.

A U ST R A L IA  (P E R T H ) - T E  R obert Scott, team  coordinator
S lightly  less than three years ago we started ou r church-planting  efforts in Perth. In that first year our 

attendance quickly w ent from  the teens to the th irties. Then we hit a plateau and fo r one year stayed m uch 
the sam e. This w as d isappoin ting  as we fully expected m uch m ore. H ow ever, that w as a year o f m aturing. 
Personalities had to leant to w ork together. In re trospect real spiritual grow th took p lace and we are now 
averaging in the m iddle 4 0 's . W e have a v ision , we are buying land, we are united , we have capable male 
leadership and soon we expect to  be a particu lar church . W e have a long way to  go , but G od is blessing 
us and w e are on the m arch! H ow we thank our G od and Sav iour for ou r faithful friends in the USA .

O ver the sam e period o f  tim e John H unt has been hold ing  adult classes in w hat is called  the W estm inster 
Institute o f B iblical S tudies (W1BS) and now , at last, there are tw o  fine young m en w ho feel called  to the 
m inistry  and they are full-tim e students.

A U ST R A L IA  (Q U E E N SL A N D ) - T E  Sam  L arsen , team  coordinator
The Q ueensland , A ustralia , church-planting  team  o f  M ission to the W orld has had a  fruitful year o f 

serv ice. T he addition o f  the D an Row ton fam ily as long-term  team  m em bers has strengthened the team . 
The R ow tons bring a w ealth o f experience in teaching  and C hristian education . SIM A  w orkers Sheila 
W ilk in , Jean  M acG regor, and M ary Tolbert have supported the w o m en 's  d iscip lesh ip  and youth program s 
in the churches being planted. The L arsens have had perhaps their m ost fruitful year in term s o f  people 
com ing to C hrist and num erical church grow th. T he W arren M yers fam ily are now  nearly fully supported 
by the A ustralian congregation  they pasto r, a congregation  orig inally  p lanted by the M TW  team . The M yers 
are not serving under M TW  but have been called by the A ustralian chu rch , and they cooperate closely  with 
the team . T he team  continues to aim  for the end o f  1988. In order to realize that goa l, the team  looks 
forw ard to the addition o f the D avid K iew iet fam ily in 1986, together w ith additional S IM A  w orkers to take 
the places o f  those now  com pleting  their term s o f service. The te am 's  em phases in 1986 will lie in the areas 
o f ou treach , evangelism , d iscip lesh ip , and leadership  developm ent. T he M TW  Q ueensland  team  is grateful 
for G o d 's  continued b lessing  and fo r the p rayer and m aterial support o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.

A U ST R A L IA  (S Y D N E Y , N EW  SO U T H  W A L E S) - T E  O liver C laassen , team  coord ina to r
C hurch p lanting  began in February 1985 in the fastest g row ing area  o f  the g rea te r m etropolitan  area  o f 

Sydney— Penrith , w here pro jected  population  grow th is 8 00 ,000  over next tw enty  years. V igorous activities 
in outreach  have resulted  in a nucleus o f nine fam ilies m eeting regularly  for S unday w orship . G row th  was 
from  nine average attendance in A pril to 43 for D ecem ber 1985. T hirteen  fam ilies are represen ted , eight o f
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w hom  are in d iscip leship  p rogram s. E xtensive area  surveys have been  com pleted  and new w orks w ill begin 
as soon as the team  m em bers raise support and gain v isas for en try . The church-p lan ting  team  should  be 
established  by D ecem ber 1986. T hanks for your prayers for us.

C H ILE  - T E  John C rane, team  coord inato r
The m issionaries in C hile w ork under tw o m odalities , according to agreem ent w ith N ational Presbyterian 

C hurch; the first under the ju risd ic tion  o f  the N ational C hurch , and the second d irectly  under ju risd ic tion  
o f  M TW . U nder M odality  A , three  m issionary  units have been involved full tim e in church  planting— the 
C rosses in A ntofagasta , the W aldeckers in Lo P rado. S antiago, and the R am says in G race and Peace, 
Santiago. All three w orks have grow n and both Lo P rado and G race and Peace have very deta iled  long-range 
projects for form ing g roups o f churches, w hich have been approved by both P resbytery  and M T W . In both 
A ntofagasta and Lo Prado church build ings w ere constructed  and are in use. In A ntofagasta , a national 
pasto r will take over as Jerry  C ross m oves to  Las C ondes to form  part o f  M TW  team  there a fter hom e 
m inistry  assignm ent. In Lo P rado , a national will probably take over the first church  there as W aldeckers 
are on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, but the W aldeckers hope to return there a fte r H M A  to continue in the 
form ing o f  a c luster o f  churches. G race and Peace is e lecting  its first session and R ichard  C rane has 
responsibility  o f  overseeing  the w ork w hile the R am says are on hom e m inistry  assignm ent. G race and Peace 
has three subgroups under candidates fo r m inistry  in o ther areas.

A lso under M odality  A . R ichard  C rane continues successfu lly  the counseling  cen ter and has held sem inars 
for train ing  pastors in counseling  in several areas. W ilm a C ross has been nam ed national d irec to r fo r C hile 
for Prison Fellow ship . John C rane continues his TE E  responsib ilities, bu t is tu rn ing  m ore and m ore o f  them  
over to nationals in preparation  fo r re tirem ent. He has also  been  interim  pasto r at a sm all church  near 
C oncepcion , and the church  has been blessed  as m uch m edita tion  has been spent on E phesians 4 , in seeing 
the church as an o rganism  with life and functioning  m em bers. He m ay also  be nam ed m oderato r o f  Session 
o f  the church  in C hilian . In the E vangelical Institu te , m ostly  financed by M T W , there  have been  radical 
changes, especially  in replacing  the R esident Sem inary  D ean , that prom ise to bring  the sem inary  m ore in 
line w ith M TW  and the N PC  objectives fo r the school.

In M odality  B, G erry GutierTez continues to see grow th  and new  opportun ities . A large centra lly-located  
building has been rented and they are starting  a pro ject fo r purchase o f  large lot in strategic area. W ith  the 
com ing o f  the V erne M arshalls and the transferring  o f  the Jerry  C rosses, an M TW  team  will be form ed in 
Las C ondes soon. A N ational P rayer B reakfast is being planned for A pril 1986, w ith fo rm er astronau t, 
Jam es Irw in, as special guest speaker.

M uch prayer is needed as the w orking  agreem ent w ith the N PC  is being  review ed to bring  it in to  line 
with the desires o f  both bodies.

C H R IS T ’S C O L L E G E  (T A IW A N ) - T E  C harles S ledge, acting team  coord inato r
Dr. A lbert C heng com pleted  his first year as p resident o f C h ris t’s C ollege in O ctober 1985. Enrollm ent 

was 662 beginning in the fall sem ester w ith 91 m en and 571 w om en. T here  are 40  fu ll-tim e faculty  and 
staff, w ith 23 physical plant em ployees. New facu lty /staff m em bers total ten. S tuden ts a ttend local churches 
on Sundays. Sunday evening  chapel services continue along w ith m orning  devo tions and chapel services 
M onday through Friday. Evening  devotions are also  required  o f  all students. F ifty-one percent (51%) o f  the 
freshm en are professing  C hristians. Students are being referred  to local churches fo r bap tism . A  sm all 
num ber w ho do not have a church in their hom e tow n m ay be baptized  at the end  o f  January . A baptism  
class is presently  held fo r these . C ollege evangelis tic  w ork proceeds through the M ountain  A ssociation , 
P lains A ssociation , Sunday School A ssociation , and Seed G ospel T eam . A pproxim ately  15 g raduates are 
now  in sem inary studying for the m inistry .

EC U A D O R  (Q U IT O ) - T E  Sam  M ateer, team  coord inato r
The Q uito  church-planting  team , three couples p lus six SIM A  and one cooperative  coup le , are involved 

in one organized  church . La Iglesia P resbiteriana C n s to  V ive, attendance o f  100, and a m ission . La Iglesia 
Presbiteriana Luz del V alle , attendance o f  25. W e hope to organize  the m ission  as a particu lar church  under 
our provisional p resbytery  this spring. Each church  has its outreach in E E  and B ible studies. In addition , 
the team  has three areas w here B ible studies are functioning  w ith the hopes that they w ill turn in to  m ission 
points. W e also  have five men in tra in ing  under LO G O I fo r fu ture  pasto rs, all o f  w hom  are actively  involved 
in our churches. Tw o m ore couples are in the p rocess o f  jo in ing  the team , w hich will bring  us to ou r full 
com plem ent o f five couples T h is spring w e are p lanning an all-city  outreach  that will bring  us new  contacts.

F R A N C E  (M A R S E IL L E ) - T E  Hugh W essel. team  coord inato r
From  January  to June, w hen the W essels returned to France a fter hom e m inistry  assignm ent, H ugh w as 

involved in pastoring  a church  in V auvert. T his is a tow n w ith 15,000 to 20 ,000  inhab itan ts, som e 100 m iles
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w est o f M arseille . T he w ork in V auvert is grow ing and the w ork in M ontpellier continues to grow  w ith  an 
average attendance o f  45 on Sundays, w hich fo r France is rapid church  g row th. D uring  this sam e period . 
H ugh continued to m in ister in both M arseille  and P lan-de-C uques. T he la tter w ork d id  not advance even 
though they tried several d ifferen t w ays to  attract people to a hom e B ible study w ith prin ted  invita tions, 
door-to-door visita tion , etc. A ttendance at the church in M arseille  con tinues to grow  w ith w ell over 80 
people attending serv ice. The chapel is so sm all that people  are not very com fortab le , hence the attendance 
o f  som e is not as regu lar as we w ould like. A w ord o f  appreciation  is in o rder fo r the tw o  SIM A  w orkers, 
M elissa A lexander and L isa Fuller, w ho although not having the level o f  French they thought they had, 
have proven valuable in reliev ing  m e o f certa in  m inistry  tasks w hich w ere very tim e consum ing . Thank 
you for praying  fo r our daugh ter, Laurence, w ho is getting  along fine fo llow ing the b rain surgery in S eptem ber.

FR A N C E  (P A R IS) - T E  , team  coord ina to r
T he Paris church-p lan ting  team  has had a d ifficu lt year due to hom e m inistry  assignm ent and an acute 

need for m ore team  m em bers. In spite o f hardships borne largely by Suzanne H arv ille , w ho has been  serving 
a lone in the c ity  o f  Paris itself, the m inistry  has gone forw ard  w ith the D ouglas M illers having  significant 
b lessing  to the w ork in H erblay and w ith Eugene B oyer w ho has been to France on a s ix-w eek trip  o f 
encouragem ent and p reaching . There is a grow ing sense o f  v ision and cooperation  as we w ork together 
w ith the E vangelical R eform ed C hurch o f F rance, w hich continues to en thusiastically  so licit our he lp  under 
the Protocol. T he v ision o f  a Paris presbytery  seem s increasingly  realizable  as we see the four m ission 
churches continue to grow  and solidify. Theological education  by ex tension  from  A ix has been a great 
success. W e are especially  thankful that a young graduate  o f the R eform ed Sem inary  in A ix, O liv ie r B audraz 
and his w ife, have accepted the call to the Paris congregation , becom ing the second o f  w hat we hope will 
be a steady flow  o f young pastors from  Aix com ing to jo in  the effort in the Paris area. Looking forw ard 
to this fall, we are excited  as the team  will re-group in Paris w ith the return o f  the , Sandra 
Sm ith , and the E ugene B oyers, along with the prospect o f new ly appoin ted  m em bers jo in ing  us as soon as 
possible. W e are hoping for three couples to  jo in  us by fall 1987. W e are encouraged  as we see people 
com ing to  the Lord and the national church  responding to ou r leadership . T he harvest is as rich as ever; 
pray the Lord o f  the H arvest to send forth w orkers. T hank you for standing w ith us.

JA P A N  - T E  B ruce Y oung, team  coordinator
Benson C ain continues his m inistry  in T okyo  in the T okyo  C hristian  T heological S em inary , begun by 

Japan Presbyterian  M ission in 1949. He and C oline are involved with the N ishitam a C hurch w hich continues 
to grow . The S tephen Y oungs are now  living in T okyo  w here they are involved in a church-p lan ting  work 
in H anno C ity , w ith special evangelistic  m eetings, English  conversation  c lasses, literature d istribu tion , 
cooking classes w ith B ible instruction , etc. The B ruce Y oungs are now  living in N agoya w here they are 
beginning a church-p lan ting  m inistry . T w o couples w ho  will be jo in ing  the N agoya team  are now  in language 
school in the T okyo  area. T he John Y oungs returned to Japan the m iddle o f  A ugust, fo llow ing his heart 
bypass surgery in June at Em ory U niversity  H ospital in A tlanta. He is getting  along fine and thanks you 
for your prayers in their behalf. T hey are continuing  the m inistry  at T am agaw a Josui in T okyo  w here the 
Lord continues to bless.

K E N Y A  - T E  G rady S im pson, acting team  coord inato r
The N airobi church-planting  team  w as com pleted  in A pril w ith the arrival o f  the Shanes and A ustins. 

S ince then we have been engaged in the initial task  o f team  build ing . T h is includes developing  a statem ent 
o f  purpose and bylaw s. W e have also begun to research  the c ity  o f  N airobi fo r the purpose o f  developing  
a relevant strategy and a plan o f  action fo r church planting . W e are p resently  engaged  in ou r basic research 
and hope to com plete  this by January  31, 1986. W e should com plete  ou r strategy and plan o f action by April 
and subm it this to the C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld  fo r approval.

K O R E A  - M r. R onald R. E llis, team  coord inato r
The K orea M ission o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica in partnership  w ith the K orean P resbyterian 

churches opened up five new village w orks this past year. W e saw  one v illage church  com e under total 
control o f  its p resbytery . T his m akes a total o f  29 villages in w hich we are curren tly  w orking . W e also 
m ade extensive use o f  an all K orean m edical team  in ou r v illage outreach  and found it very  successfu l. A 
continuing  p rayer is that the K orean church  will catch  a g rea te r vision in a very tang ib le  w ay , especially  
in the areas o f  sending  and funding evangelis ts , to evangelize  the approxim ately  600  K orean v illages still 
to be reached w ith the G ospel.

P E R U  (C U SC O ) - T E  Robert W oodson , team  coord inato r
T he C usco  team  is grateful to G od for H is b lessings upon ou r efforts to serve H im  in 1985. G od enabled
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us to rent an ideal location in February . In N ovem ber we decided  to rent the second floor also  for present 
and future needs. G od blessed ou r evangelistic  w ork w ith som e 50 adults and 35 children  professions o f 
faith. EE w as begun in O ctober w ith tw o team s d irected  by M ark W ilson and Stan Peters. A good num ber 
o f the new  believers have finished o r begun  the A bundant L ife course o f  d iscip lesh ip . M ost o f  the new 
believers have begun to a ttend sporadically  o r faithfu lly  on Sundays. W e fell fa r short o f  ou r goal o f 50 
m em bers. O nly 13 have jo ined  ou r fledgling  church . T his w as due in part to several w ho have not m ade 
the break w ith the C atholic C hurch. It w as due in part a lso  by the departu re  o f V erne and A lina M arshall 
w ho left to jo in  the S an tiago , C h ile , team . W e have been  strengthened by the addition  o f M iss B renda 
B ehrend, SIM A  m issionary . W e go into 1986 w ith en thusiasm  and determ ination  to see the church  grow  
num erically  and spiritually . By G o d ’s grace we shall do  great th ings for H im .

PE R U  (L IM A  A R EA ) - T E  R obert W oodson , team  coord inato r
The Lim a area m issionaries w orked hard to  see the P resbyterian  C hurch  in L im a g row . R ev. H om er 

Em erson and his team  o f  transla tors fin ished  the translation  o f  the w hole B ible in to  A yacucho Q uechua. 
This is a first for M TW . Lord w illing , the p roofread ing  and pub lish ing  will becom e a reality  in 1986. This 
will help trem endously  the Q uechua-speak ing  segm ent o f  ou r P resbyterian  C hurch  as w ell as those o f o ther 
denom inations. A lthough M rs. E m ily C ochran  lived in L im a, far aw ay from  R adio A m auta in H uanta, she 
listened daily  to their program s and gave advice to the staff. She con tinued  her good w ork o f  raising m oney 
from  faithful supporters. In M arch the decision  w as m ade to  keep the station in H uanta and not m ove it to 
another city . W e have requested  the C M T W  to allow  us to raise m oney fo r a new  transm itte r in 1986. TE 
and M rs. Harry M arshall w ere honorably  retired  in 1985. H arry and Florence headed up the Peru M ission 
efforts to alleviate the suffering o f  ou r believers caused  by the guerrilla  w ar in A yacucho. T he Peru M ission 
had one student in his first year at the Lim a E vangelical Sem inary  w here G eorge O m erly  taught until his 
hom e m inistry  assignm ent in June. This m arried  student w ill continue his s tudies ano ther year and another 
m arried man will begin the four-year course in M arch. It looks as if the T E  G eorge O m erly  will not return 
to Peru w hen his hom e m inistry  assignm ent is up  this com ing year. It is the strongest desire o f  the Peru 
M ission that a L im a area church-p lan ting  team  be form ed in the future both to  w ork w ith the existing  
presbytery o f  low -class believers and to begin a new  presbytery  w ith m iddle-class believers.

PO R T U G A L  (L ISB O N ) - T E  Paul B L ong, J r .,  team  coord inato r
The Lisbon team  praises G od that 1985 w as ou r m ost encourag ing  year so far. O ur m inistry  w as focused 

on three areas: C am ax ide . Portela, and B arreiro , and in each  area  p rogress w as noted . C am axide is in its 
beginning  stages w ith good contacts am ong the youth . Portela now  has a sm all nucleus and is carry ing  on 
aggressive and creative p rogram s to further the G ospel in the area. T he B arreiro  church  now  has a p rovisional 
session w ith four men receiv ing  train ing  as e lders. O vera ll, there w ere approxim ately  25 decisions registered 
during the year and ten o f  these w ere baptized  upon profession  o f  faith . D uring  the course o f  the year the 
team  m ade som e 500 contacts and repeated  contact w as m ade w ith approxim ately  250. W e praise G od  for 
the signs o f progress and expect even greater th ings for 1986.

T A IW A N  (T A IP E I) - T E  W . C alvin Sm ith , team  coord inato r
The Taipei church-planting  team  has seen som e progress during  the past year, although the Calvin 

Sm iths and the Jim  Stew arts w ere in the S tates on hom e m inistry  assignm ent. T his left T E  and M rs. W ill 
Faires the only team  m em bers on the field . T hey have con tinued  their language study as w ell as being 
involved in the m inistry  there. T he C alvin Sm iths are scheduled  to return to T aiw an fo llow ing H M A . TE 
and M rs. Jim  Stew art have been reassigned to H ong K ong to serve w ith the C hinese C hurch R esearch 
C en ter and will no longer be a part o f the Taipei church-p lan ting  team . Please pray  w ith us that G od  will 
raise up o ther couples to jo in  us in this vital w ork.

M ISSIO N A R Y  FO RC E:
As o f  M arch 1, 1986, the PCA m issionary fam ily consisted  o f 339 (plus 9 on  leave o f absence) long-term  

m issionaries and 77 m issionaries serving tw o-year term s under S IM A . T he recently  published  M T W  M issio 
nary D irectory  is a very attractive presentation  o f  all ou r m issionaries, s taff m em bers, and your M TW  
C om m ittee . W e hope you will use it w idely to  encourage m ission interest in your churches.

Listed below  are new  m issionaries approved since the D irec tory  w as published:

C A N D ID A T E S AS O F M A R C H  I, 1986:
BRAZIL:
M r. and M rs. O lin C olem an; teacher, assigned to  Sem inario  P resbyteriano do  N orte , R ecife, Brazil 
C H ILE:
M rs R ichard R am say; serving w ith her husband w ho is already a PCA m issionary
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CO LO M B IA :
M r. Hardy W arren; accountant, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ranslators 
E C U A D O R:
M r. W illiam  B. A llen; journal ism /church p lan ting , assigned to Latin A m erica C om m ittee  o f  EFM A/1FM  A 
FRA N CE:
M r. and M rs. Jay M atsinger: teacher, assigned to  G rea ter Europe M ission
M r. and M rs. Tom  M ay; church p lanter
JAPA N :
M r. and M rs. T om  Patton; church planter 
M EX IC O  C IT Y , M EX ICO :
T E  and M rs. Dan Faber; church p lanter 
N O RTH  AFRICA:
M r. and M rs. T om  Levesque; church p lanter with N orth A frica M ission 
U S/O V ER SEA S:
M iss V irginia (G indy) M iley; recruiting  under cooperative  agreem ent with O peration  M obilization 
W E ST  G ER M A N Y :
T E  and M rs. W ill T raub; training pastors under O verseas C rusades

SIM A  C A N D ID A T E S AS O F M A R C H  I, 1986:
A U STRA LIA :
M iss G w ynn L lew elyn; church-planting  assistant 
M iss Ruth M ackley; church-p lan ting  assistant 
K ENYA:
M r. and M rs. Don M ullis; w ater project eng ineer and teacher, M uruu. K enya 
PAPUA N EW  G U IN EA :
M iss M ary Ellen Lilley; nurse assigned to W ycliffe Bible T ranslators 
U nassigned:
M iss G inger Boyd; teacher, assignm ent pending
M iss Jeanne Thum ; evangelism  m inistry  w ith O peration  M obilization

SU M M E R  M IS SIO N A R IE S, 1985:
W e had 62 sum m er m issionaries in 1985, m ost o f  w hom  w orked w ith ou r church-p lan ting  team s in 

A ustralia , E cuador, Japan , K orea, and M exico. O thers w ere involved in evangclism /d iscip lesh ip , m edical 
w ork , youth w ork, T E SO L . e tc . in B elgium , B elize. B razil. F rance and N orth A frica, G renada, H aiti. 
India, Papua New G uinea, and Taiw an.

FIN A N C E S:
G od has continued to bless M ission to the W orld with financial support sufficient to m eet all our needs. 

For the six m onths ending  D ecem ber 31,1985. saw  incom e h igher than budget (101.9 percent). The C om m ittee 
is also pleased that not only w ere expenses held w ithin incom e, but w ere only  9 2 .9  percent o f budget.

D uring six m onths ending  D ecem ber 31,1985, it w as necessary  to charge ten percent fee to the m issionary 
support accounts to cover adm inistrative expenses over and above undesignated  con tribu tions. M ost o f  the 
contributions to M TW  continue to be designated  for m issionary support accounts , but there is a continuing  
need for undesignated general support.

M issionary support accounts continue to show  healthy balances as opposed to defic its. O n D ecem ber 
31, 1985, the balances w ere $1,631,518 w hile the defic its w ere $253 ,000 . M TW  has reserves o f $215,849 to 
offset these defic its, m ost o f  w hich are tem porary  situations.

A dm inistrative expenses for six m onths to D ecem ber 31, 1985, w ere 18.0 percent (according  to the 
EFM A /IFM A  standards) o f  total incom e against a budget pro jection  o f 16.2 percent. W e believe that we 
will end the fiscal year w ithin budget.

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T S:
Listed below  are the agencies w ith w hich M TW  has cooperative  agreem ents:

A frica E vangelical Fellow ship 
A frica Inland M ission 
A frican Bible C olleges
C am pus C rusade for C hrist In ternational. In ternational R esources 
* C hinese C hurch R esearch C enter 
C hristian R eform ed W orld M issions
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D aystar U niversity  C ollege (form erly  D aystar C om m unications, Inc.)
E vangelism  E xplosion III International 
G rea ter Europe M ission
H apD ong P resbyterian T heological S em inary , Seou l, K orea 
Instituto Evangelistico  de M exico , M exico  C ity 
Inter-V arsity  C hristian  Fellow ship  
LA C  C om m ittee o f E FM A /IFM A
La Faculte de T heologie  R eform ee, A ix-en-P rovence, France 
Language Institute for E vangelism
* L iebenzell M ission 
Logoi, Inc.
* M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation 
M inistries in Action
M ission A viation Fellow ship 
N orth A frica M ission 
O peration M obilization
O verseas C rusades, Inc. (o r O .C . M inistries, Inc .)
O verseas M issionary Fellow ship
* Sem inario  Presbiteriano do  N orte, R ecife, Brazil 
SE N D , International
SIM  International (Sudan In terior M ission)
S lavic G ospel A ssociation 
South A m erica M ission 
The N avigators
* W orld C oncern
W orld E vangelical Fellow ship  
W orld H arvest M ission 
W orld M ission P rayer League 
W orld R adio M issionary Fellow ship  
W orldteam
W ycliffe B ihle T ranslators 
Youth for C hrist International

* Indicates new  cooperative  agreem ents since last report.

SIM A  C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T S:
Belgian E vangelical M ission 
Frontiers
Peninsular Presbytery in M exico 

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. That the G eneral A ssem bly  express its gratitude to G od  fo r each  m issionary  and cand idate  and ask 

H is continued provision  for their sp iritual, physical, and em otional needs.
2. That the G eneral A ssem bly  express its appreciation  to the p resby teries, churches, and individuals

who give prayerful and financial support to the m issionary  fam ily and the w ork o f  M ission to the 
W orld.

3. That the G eneral A ssem bly  com m end  the w ork o f  Paul M cK aughan and that he be reelected  to the
office  o f C oordinator.

4. That the G eneral A ssem bly  express its appreciation  to C oord inato r o f  O verseas O perations Carl
W ilhelm , to A dm inistrative D irector G erald  D . L onge, to C oord ina to r o f Personnel John R ollo , to 
Pastor-at-L arge D onald B. Patterson , to M issionary-E vangelist Jim m y L yons, to SIM A  C oord inato r 
Dan Porter, and to the entire  M TW  staff for their exem plary  service to ou r Lord in beh a lf o f  our 
denom ination  and its m issionaries.

5. That the G eneral A ssem bly  express its appreciation  to T E  Jayson D. K yle , w ho served as SIM A
C oordinator from  the inception o f  the Servants in M issions A broad (S IM A ) program  in 1980 and as 
C oord inato r o f Personnel and SIM A  C oord inato r from  1983 through D ecem ber 1985, fo r the excellent 
jo b  he has done and w ish him  and his fam ily G o d 's  richest b lessings as they p repare  to return to 
foreign m ission service in M exico C ity as a part o f a church-p lan ting  team .

6. That the G eneral A ssem bly  call ou r denom ination  to p rayer to the "L ord  o f  the H arvest to send forth
laborers into H is h a rvest,"  and that the day o f  M ay 17, 1987, be observed as a day o f p rayer for
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w orld evangelization .
7. That the G eneral A ssem bly urge the churches to set aside a portion  o f their giv ing  for the suffering

peoples o f the w orld and that, to that end , it be recom m ended  that a  special offering  for w orld  re lie f 
be taken during the Easter season o f 1987.

8. That the presbyteries and churches be urged to challenge their g ifted  m en to serve the cause o f  C hrist
in w orld evangelization  and particu larly  that this need be published  fo r o rdained  teaching  e lders to 
serve on M ission to the W orld  church-p lan ting  team s.

9. That the cooperative agreem ents with C hinese C hurch R esearch  C en ter, L iebenzell M ission , M afraq
Sanatorium  A ssociation . Sem inario  Presbiteriano do  N orte , and W orld C oncern , be approved. (A t
tached are copies o f the agreem ents as w ell as the doctrinal statem ents and board  o f  d irectors for 
each agency.)

10. That the proposed budgets for M TW  and SIM A  be approved.

C O N C LU SIO N :
W ith gratitude to G od this report com es to the G eneral A ssem bly  w ith the approval o f the C om m ittee

on M ission to the W orld currently  serving the C hurch .

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D

Teaching E lders

Robert F. A uffarth , D elm arva 
Harold E. B urkhart. Philadelphia

N elson K. M alkus, D elm arva 
John W . P. O liver, C entral G eorgia

D onald E. H oke, T ennessee V alley

A ddison P. Soltau , G reat Lakes 
E. L eeT rink le  III, Jam es R iver

R uling  E lders  
1989

G era ld W . Sovereign , G u lfC o a st

1988
Jack W . B arker, M issouri 
L oyd S trick land , N orth G eorgia

1987
M . C . C ulbertson , J r .,  N orth Texas 
N elson K ennedy , A scension

1986
R obert C . M ifflin , D elm arva
W . Jack  W illiam son , Southeast A labam a

A lterna tes

R obert G . R ayburn , M issouri Jam es B anks, W esternC aro linas

SE R V A N T S IN M IS SIO N S A B R O A D  SU B C O M M IT T E E

C lass o f 1986

RE D onald C om er 
T E  Bruce Davis 
T E  H enry R. G undlach 
RE H enry D ekker

C lass o f 1987

T E  W haley Barton 
R E W illiam  G ordy 
T E  T hom as C heely 
RE D avid J. W hite, Jr.

R espectfully  subm itted ,
W . Jack W illiam son, C hairm an 
C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld

C lass o f 1988

RE T om  C onw ay 
T E  Henry M . H ope, Jr. 
T E Jo h n W . P. O liver 
RE G erald W . Sovereign

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T
A cooperative agreem ent w hereby M ission to the W orld  M issionaries o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
w ork w ith C hinese C hurch R esearch Center.
TH E TE R M S O F TH IS A G R E E M E N T  R E L A T E  T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F  A M E M B E R  M ISSIO N A R Y  
R EL A T IO N SH IP .

I . The m issionary will have dual m em bership  status w ith both M ission to the W orld  and C hinese
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C hurch R esearch C enter.
2. T he appoin tm ent o f a m issionary  w ill be subject to the approval o f  both agencies in accordance with 

the standards established  by each agency.
3. In the event that one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered  by the o the r, such m aterials 

will be shared w ith the understanding  that the m aterials will be kept confidential by that agency.
4. The m issionary candidate will partic ipate  in the full candidate and tra in ing  program  o f C hinese 

C hurch R esearch C enter.
5. T im e will be allow ed for the cand idate , if necessary , to do  itineration  o r deputation  under the 

coordination  o f M ission to the W orld w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  churches in order 
that adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized.

6. C hinese C hurch R esearch  C en ter will supervise the securing  o f  visas and m ake o ther arrangem ents 
necessary for beginning  field w ork.

7. M ission to the W orld w ill be the sponsoring  agency for financial and p rayer support o f the m issionary.
8. C hinese C hurch R esearch  C en ter will be the d irecting  agency in relation to m issionary  activ ities on 

the field. C hanges in m utually  accepted  jo b  descrip tions should be m ade in consu ltation  w ith M ission 
to the W orld.

9. Final d iscip line as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church court o f the Presbyterian 
C hurch  in A m erica.

10. T he M ission to the W orld m issionary will have liberty in the full and free presenta tion  and practice 
o f  the w hole counsel o f G od  as contained  and understood in the R eform ed view , the W estm inster  
C onfession  o f  Faith  and the L arger  and S h o rter  C atechism , recognizing  that he m ust also  respect 
the position o f o thers in an in terdenom inational setting.

11. W hile on the field and w hile traveling  to and from  the fie ld , the m issionary  w ill be under the 
ju risd ic tion  o f  C hinese C hurch R esearch.

12. W hile on the field , the m issionary will be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing equally  in 
p rivileges and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being subject to the policies and d irection 
o f C hinese C hurch  R esearch.

13. The m issionary 's  field d irec to r w ill initiate hom e m inistry  assignm ent planning  in consultation  with 
M ission to the W orld and also  w ith C hinese C hurch R esearch  C enter.

14 W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary  will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to the
W orld; how ever, consideration  will be given  by M ission to the W orld  to assignm ents, pro jects and 
additional study o r train ing  requested by C hinese C hurch  R esearch C en ter. P rogress and activity  
inform ation during  the hom e m inistry  assignm ent w ill be provided for C hinese C hurch Research 
C enter.

15. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary  will be expected  by M ission to the W orld to 
carry on a deputation m inistry  for M ission to the W orld w ithin the constituency  o f  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica congregations. Each agency w ill assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f 
deputation  w hen the m em ber is doing  depu tation  for e ithe r agency. Prim ary depu tation  responsib ilities 
will be w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica under M ission to  the W orld coordination .

16. T he m issionary will not solicit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency for personal funds o r field 
needs w ithout the perm ission o f the respective  agency.

17. The financial re la tionship  o f  the m issionary  w ith the C hinese C hurch R esearch C en ter will be the 
sam e as that for all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, excep t that during 
any portion o f hom e m inistry  assignm ent under M ission to the W orld , the quo ta  may be set by that 
agency. M ission to the W orld will receive and receipt the m issionary 's  funds from  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica and transfer them  m onthly  to C hinese C hurch  R esearch  C en ter to be transm itted  
to the field by that agency. C hinese  C hurch R esearch  C en ter w ill inform  M ission to the W orld o f 
funds designated  for the m issionary  from  o ther sources.

18. The hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance p lans prov ided  by M ission to the W orld will be 
available to the m issionary  by m utual agreem ent o f  both agencies.

C H IN E SE  C H U R C H  R ESE A R C H  C EN TE R

s/Jonathan Chao_______________________________  D irector_______________________________________

Title

s/M oritz M. M arshall D irecto r o f  A dm inistra tion  .

Title



390 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Date: O ctober 11, 1985 .

C O M M IT T E E  ON  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D , PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

s/W . Jack W illiam son ._________________________  s/Paul M cK aughan  .____________________________

C hairm an C oordinator

Date: N ovem ber 15. 1985 .

C H IN E SE  C H U R C H  R E SE A R C H  C E N T E R

D octrinal Statem ent 
As stated in the A rticles o f A ssociation

W e believe in:
1. The unity o f the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the G odhead:
2. The sovereignty o f G od in c reation , revelation , redem ption  and  final judgm ent:
3. The div ine inspiration and entire  trustw orth iness o f Holy Scrip tu re , as orig inally  g iven , and its 

suprem e authority  in all m atters o f  faith and conduct:
4 . The universal s infu lness and guilt o f  all m en since the fall, rendering  them  subject to  G o d 's  

w rath and condem nation:
5. R edem ption  from  the guilt, penalty , dom in ion  and pollu tion  o f  s in . so lely  through  the sacrificial 

death o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist, the incarnate Son o f G od w ho is m a n ’s only R epresentative  and 
Substitute:

6. The bodily resurrection  o f the Lord Jesus C hrist from  death and H is ascension  to the right hand 
o f  G od the Father:

7. T he presence and pow er o f the H oly Spirit in the w ork o f  regeneration:
8. The justifica tion  o f the sinner by the grace o f G od through faith alone:
9. The gift o f  e ternal life through Jesus C hrist the L ord  to the saved , and the e ternal punishm ent 

o f  the unsaved:
10. T he indw elling and sanctify ing  w ork o f the H oly Spirit in the believer:
11. T he one Holy U niversal C hurch  w hich is the B ody o f  C hrist and to  w hich all true believers belong:
12. T he certain  expectation  o f  the personal return o f the Lord Jesus C hrist.

C H IN E SE  C H U R C H  R E SE A R C H  C E N T E R  B O A R D  M E M B E R  LIST M arch 1985

C hairm an:
T E  Jonathan C hao 
P .O . B ox312  
Shatin  C entral P .O . 
Shatin , N T.
H ong K ong 
T el. 0 -6044456

39-41 Shatin  H eights Road 
A scot V illa , A pt. B3 
S hatin , N .T .
H ong Kong
T el. 0-6043711 (hom e)

V ice-chairm an:
M r. M ichael W ang 
148 Boundary Street 
K ow loon 
Tel. 3-368661

622 H om er S treet 
K ingsgrove, 2208 N .S .W . 
A ustralia
106-61-2-726-0808

Secretary:
M ak B eng-kuan
2nd F loor, 8 N am  H in Road
K ak T in C h u en
Shatin , N .T .
T el. 0-6044456

0-6980908 (hom e)
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Board M em bers:
Dr. Philem on Choi 
B reakthrough C ounseling  C entre 
55 A N gau Tau Kok Road 
Lee Kei B ldg ., I/F 
Kow loon
T el. 3-7508010(office)

0-046297 (hom e)

M r. Peter W oo

T el. 5-749041 (hom e)
3-7137239 (daughter-in-law ) 
3-7141427 (office)

T E  A ndrew  H siao 
Lutheran Theological Sem inary 
Pak T in V illage 
Shatin , N T.
K ow loon
Tel. 0-611520(office)

0-612168 (hom e)

T E  Y uT suen-shu i 
9A Po Shing M ansion 
157 K ow loon C ity Road 
T okw aw an 
K ow loon 
Tel. 0-6044456

3-7116874 (hom e)

T E  A rthur G ee 
C N E C  
1/FFIat A 
lO C am avon Road 
T s im S h a T su i, Kin.
T el. 3 -6 9 0 7 7 8 (office) 

3 -625432 (hom e)

Dr. Y uT at-sum  
B lock 14th, I0A C ity  O ne 
S hatin , N T.
T el. 0 -6491334(hom e)

R eligion & Philosophy Dept.
Baptist C ollege
224 W aterloo  R oad. Kin.
T el. 3-374161 ext. 227 (office)

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T
C ooperative A greem ent w hereby M ission to the W orld M issionaries o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica
w ork w ith L iebenzell M ission.
TH E TE R M S O F TH IS A G R E E M E N T  R E L A T E  T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F A M E M B E R  M ISSIO N A R Y
R EL A T IO N SH IP .

1. The m issionary will have dual m em bership  status w ith  both M ission to the W orld and L iebenzell 
M ission.

2. The appointm ent o f  a m issionary  will be subject to the approval o f both agencies in accordance with 
the standards established  by each  agency.

3. In the event that one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered  by the o ther, such m aterials 
will be shared w ith the understanding that the m ateria ls will be kept confidentia l by that agency.

4. The m issionary cand idate  will participate in the full candidate  and tra in ing  program  o f  L iebenzell 
M ission.

5. Tim e will be a llo w ed -fo r the cand idate , if necessary , to do  itineration o r depu tation  under the 
coordination  o f M ission to the W orld w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  churches in order 
that adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized .

6. L iebenzell M ission will supervise the securing  o f v isas and m ake o ther a rrangem ents necessary  for 
beginning field work.

7. M ission to the W orld w ill be the sponsoring  agency for financial and p rayer support o f  the m issionary.
8. L iebenzell M ission will be the d irecting  agency in relation  to m issionary  activ ities on the field. 

C hanges in m utually  accepted  jo b  descrip tions should be m ade in consu ltation  w ith M ission to the 
W orld.

9. Final discip line as relates to the theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica.

10. The M ission to the W orld m issionary will have liberty in the full and free presenta tion  and practice 
o f the w hole counsel o f  G od as con tained  and understood in the R eform ed view , the W estm inster  
C onfession  o f  Faith  and the L arger  and Shorter C atechism , recognizing  that he m ust a lso  respect 
the position o f o thers in an interdenom inational setting.

11. W hile on the field and w hile traveling  to and from  the field , the m issionary  will be under the 
ju risd ic tion  o f L iebenzell M ission.

12. W hile on the fie ld , the m issionary  will be an integral part o f  the field  staff, sharing equally  in 
privileges and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being  subject to the policies and d irection 
o f L iebenzell M ission.
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13. The m issionary 's  field d irec to r w ill initiate hom e m inistry  assignm ent planning  in consultation  with 
M ission to the W orld and also w ith L iebenzell M ission.

14. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary w ill be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to  the 
W orld; how ever, consideration  will be given by M ission to the W orld  to assignm ents, p ro jects , and 
additional study o r train ing  requested by L iebenzell M ission. Progress and activ ity  inform ation  during  
hom e m inistry assignm ent will be provided for L iebenzell M ission.

15. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary will be expected  by M ission to  the W orld to 
carry on a deputation  m inistry  for M ission to  the W orld w ithin the constituency o f  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica congregations. Each agency will assum e the a rrangem ents and expenses o f  
deputation w hen the m em ber is doing  deputation  for e ithe r agency. Prim ary depu tation  responsib ilities 
w ill be w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica under M ission to the W orld  coordination .

16. The m issionary will not solicit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency fo r personal funds o r field 
needs w ithout the perm ission  o f  the respective agency.

17. The financial re la tionship  o f the m issionary  w ith the L iebenzell M ission will be the sam e as that for
all o ther m em bers including  the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any portion o f  
hom e m inistry  assignm ent under M ission to the W orld , the quo ta  m ay be set by that agency. M ission 
to the W orld w ill receive and receip t the m issionary ’s funds from  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
and transfer them  m onthly  to  L iebenzell M ission to be transm itted  to the field  by that agency.
Liebenzell M ission will inform  M ission to the W orld o f funds designated  fo r the m issionary from
other sources.

18. The hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance p lans provided by M ission to  the W orld w ill be 
availab le to the m issionary  by m utual agreem ent o f both agencies.

L IEB EN Z ELL M ISSIO N

s/Rev. R obert H. Zw eig .___________________________  B oard C hairm an___._________________________

Title

s/N orm an Dietsch .________________  Executive D ire c to r .____________________________

Title

Date; Septem ber 3, 1985 .

C O M M IT T E E  ON M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D , PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

s/Paul M cK aughan ._________ s/W . Jack W illia m so n .____________________________________________

C oordinator C hairm an

Date: Septem ber 13. 1985 .

ST A T E M E N T  O F  FA ITH

W e believe:
The B ible is inspired by the Holy Spirit and is the D ivine authority  and infallible rule w ithout e rro r in all 
that it affirm s fo r faith , life and doctrine;
. . in one G od , eternally  ex isting  in three D ivine Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit;

. . in the Deity o f the Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is v irgin b irth , in His sinless life, in H is shed b lood as the 
only a tonem ent for sin . in His bodily  resurrection  and ascension  to the right hand o f the F ather and His 
personal return in pow er and glory;
. . .  in the Holy Spirit who convicts o f s in . testifies o f  C hrist, enables the believer to live a victorious life, 
and guides into all truth;
. . . that man w as created in the im age o f  G od, but fell into sin and is in need o f  regeneration  through faith 
in Jesus Christ;
. . .  in the resurrection o f  the body;

. i n  the spiritual unity o f  all Believers;
. . .  in the com m ission  o f  the R isen C hrist, M atthew  28:18-20.
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Nam e
O ccupation

N orm an D ietsch 
M inister & 
Exec. D irector

L IE B E N Z E L L  M ISSIO N  O F U .S .A ., INC 

S ch o o ley 's  M ountain , N ew  Jersey

B O A R D  M E M B E R S  

A ddress E m ployer

H eath Lane
S choo ley ’s M t.,N J  07870

Liebenzell M ission

H erm an Dietsch 
M inister

Erich G rau 
B uilder

21 B eechw ood Dr.
H untingdon V alley , PA 19006

R .D . #1 , Box 109-F 
C olum bia , NJ 07832

E vangelical 
F ellow ship  Chapel

G rau B rothers

W illi H oefflin 
Proprietor

Siegfried Jaeger
A ssociate
D irector

525 S tevens A ve. 
R idgew ood , NJ 07450

H eath Lane
S ch o o ley 's  M t., NJ 07870

H oefflin  D ecorators

L iebenzell M ission

G uenther K aiser 
A ssistant 
Service M gr.

A delbert Kuenzel 
T eacher

Neil Lines 
Pastor

C aruso  Road 
R ockaw ay, NJ 07866

105 L inden Ave. 
Springfie ld , NJ 0 7 0 8 1

275 E yland Ave. 
Succasunna, NJ 07876

D ouglas M otors C orp .

M etuchen Board o f 
Education

M t. O live B aptist 
C hurch

Dr. C linton 
R utherford 

C linical 
Psychologist

Johannes W oetzel 
M oldm aker

P .O . B o x 310 
M en d h am .N J 07945

324 Palm er R oad 
D e n v ille .N J  07834

T A P . Inc.

H & W T o o lC o .,  Inc.

R obert Zw eig 
Pastor

4614T onnelle  Ave. 
N orth B ergen, NJ 07047

New D urham  Baptist 
C hurch

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  B E T W E E N  
M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  O F  T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A

A N D
M A F R A Q  S A N A T O R IU M  A S SO C IA T IO N , IN C . FO R  

, M IS SIO N A R IE S
1.  w ill have dual m em bersh ip  status w ith both M ission to the W orld and M afraq 

Sanatorium  A ssociation , Inc.
2. T heir appointm ent is subject to the approval o f both agencies in accordance w ith the standards 

established by each  agency.
3. In the event that one agency requests confidentia l m aterials gathered  by the o ther, such m aterials 

will be shared w ith the understand ing  that the m aterials will be kept confidentia l by that agency.
4 The will participate in the full cand idate  and train ing  program  o f  the M afraq Sanatorium
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A ssociation , Inc.
5. T im e will be allow ed for the  if necessary , to do  itineration  o r depu tation  u nder the coord ination  

o f  M ission to the W orld w ithin the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica  churches in o rder that adequate  
p rayer and financial support can be realized.

6. M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation , Inc. w ill supervise the securing  o f  v isas and m ake o ther a rrangem ents 
necessary  fo r beginning  field  work.

7. M ission to the W orld will be the sponsoring agency for financial and p rayer support o f the 
8. M afraq Sanatorium  A ssocia tion , Inc. w ill be the directing  agency in relation to m issionary  activ ities 

on the field . C hanges in m utually  accepted  jo h  descrip tions should be m ade in consu ltation  with 
M ission to the W orld.

9. Final discip line as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f  the P resbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica.

10.  w ill have liberty in the full and free personal practice o f  the w hole counsel o f 
G od as contained  in and understood in the R eform ed v iew , as contained  in the W estm inster C onfession  
o f  Faith  and the L arger  and Shorter C atechism , recognizing  that they m ust also  respect the position  
o f  o thers in an interdenom inational setting and be in subm ission  to the G uidelines to  E vangelism  as 
established  by the M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation necessitated  by being centered  in the M uslim  w orld.

11. The M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation a ffirm s, for the background o f  this A greem ent, the N ational 
A ssociation o f E vangelicals (N A E ) Statem ent o f  Faith . (See statem ent attached to this A greem ent.)

12. W hile on the field and w hile traveling to and from  the fie ld , the will be under the ju risd ic tion  
o f the M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation.

13. W hile on the field , the  will be an integral part o f  the field staff, sharing equally  in privileges 
and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being subject to the policies and direction  o f the  
Sanatorium  A ssociation.

14. The Executive C om m ittee o f A nnoor Sanatorium  for C hest D iseases (M afraq , Jo rdan) will initiate 
hom e m inistry  assignm ent p lanning in consu ltation  w ith M ission to the W orld.

15. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f  M ission to the 
W orld. A m ong their hom e m inistry  assignm ent re sponsib ilities, consideration  will be given by 
M ission to the W orld to assignm ents, p ro jects , and additional study o r train ing  requested  by the 
M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation . Progress and activity  inform ation during  hom e m inistry  assignm ent 
will be provided for M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation.

16 W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the will be expected  by M ission to the W orld to carry
on a deputation  m inistry  for M ission to the W orld w ithin the constituency o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  
in A m erica congregations. Each agency will assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f  deputation  
w hen the are doing  deputation for e ither agency. Prim ary deputation  responsib ilities w ill be 
w ithin the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica under M ission to the W orld coord ination .

17. The will not solicit hom eland constituencies o f e ither agency for personal funds o r field 
needs w ithout the perm ission  o f the respective agency.

18. The financial re la tionship  o f the with M afraq Sanatorium  A ssociation will be the sam e as 
that for all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any 
portion o f  hom e m inistry  assignm ent under M ission to the W orld , the quo ta  m ay be set by that 
agency. M ission to the W orld will receive and receip t funds for the  from  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica and transfer them  to a bank designated  by M ission to the W orld . T he M afraq 
Sanatorium  A ssociation  will inform  M ission to the W orld o f  funds designated  for the  trom  
o ther sources.

19. T he hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance plans provided by M ission to the W orld will be 
availab le to  the  by m utual agreem ent o f  both agencies.

M A FR A Q  SA N A TO R IU M  A SSO C IA T IO N

s/Franklin  G raham _________________________________  C hairm an o f  the B oard o f  D irectors_____

Title

s/G eorge D. Johnston______________________________  Secretary  o f the Board o f  D irectors_____

Title

Date: January 13, 1986
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C O M M IT T E E  ON  M ISSIO N  TO  T H E  W O R L D . PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

s/Jack W illiam son______________________________ s/Paul M cK aughan .____________________________

C hairm an C oordinator

Date: February 14, 1986 .

N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  E V A N G E L IC A L S 
S T A T E M E N T  O F  FAITH

1. W e believe the Bible to be the inspired , the only infallib le, au thorita tive  w ord o f  G od.
2. W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  e x isten t in three persons: Father, Son , and Holy G host.
3. W e believe in the deity  o f  ou r Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is v irgin b irth , in H is sin less life, in His 

m iracles, in H is v icarious and atoning death  through His shed b lood , in H is bodily  resurrection , 
in His ascension  to the right hand o f  the F a ther, and in His personal return in pow er and g lory.

4. W e believe that for the salvation  o f  lost and sinful man regeneration  by the H oly Spirit is 
absolutely essentia l.

5. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f  the Holy Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enabled  
to live a godly life.

6. W e believe in the resurrection  o f  both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the 
resurrection  o f  life and they that are lost unto  the resurrection  o f  dam nation .

7. W e believe in the spiritual unity  o f believers in our Lord Jesus C hrist.

D IR EC TO R S 
M A F R A Q  S A N A T O R IU M  A S SO C IA T IO N , INC.

A ileen C olem an
A nnoor Sanatorium  for C hest D iseases 
P. O . Box 14 
M afraq , JO R D A N

Sally Dove 
2514125th N .E .
B ellevue, W  A 98005

R ichard Furm an 
702 S tate Farm  Road 
B oone, NC 28607

Lester G ates
A nnoor Sanatorium  for C hest D iseases 
P. O . Box 14 
M afraq , JO R D A N

C orral M axie Road 
R .F .D . 8830 
London, OH 43140

Franklin  G raham  
P .O . Box 3000 
B oone, NC 28607

Roy G ustafson
N um ber O ne Beach D r . , #  1508 
St. Petersburg . FL 33701

D onald E. Hoke
C edar Springs Presbyterian C hurch 
9132 K ingston Pike 
K noxville , TN  37923

R egistered  N urse and C o-F ounder 
o f A nnoor Sanatorium  for C hest 
D iseases

H om em aker

Surgeon

Special C onsu ltan t,
A nnoor Sanatorium  fo r C hest 
D iseases

President
S am aritan ’s Purse/W orld 
M edical M ission

Evangelist,
Billy G raham  
A ssociation

Pastor
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G eorge D. Johnston 
P .O . Box 3000 
B oone, NC 28607

N asri K houry 
4662 N orth S eegerS t.
C ass C ity . M l 48726

D av id C . Schultz 
15 P lane T ree House 
D uchess o f B ed fo rd 's  W alk 
London W 8 7Q T, EN G L A N D

E leanor Soltau
A nnoor Sanatorium  for C hest D iseases 
P. O  Box 14 
M afraq , JO R D A N

February 20 , 1986

M r. F. L. Schalkw ijk , SPN  R ector 
C P 1751 - C .E .P . 50000 
R ecife, PE
B R A Z IL , South A m erica 

Dear. M r. Schalkw ijk:

E nclosed for your files is a copy o f the cooperative agreem ent betw een M ission to the W orld and Sem inario  
Presbiteriano do  Norte under w hich M r. and M rs. O lin  C olem an will be serving. T his has now  been signed 
by the chairm an o f  the C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld  and m yself. T he C om m ittee  am ended No. 17 
o f  said agreem ent to show  that the m issionary 's  support funds will be transferred  to  him  personally  rather 
than to the Sem inario  in R ecife, Brazil.

T hank you , too, for your letter o f February 4 , enclosing  duplicates o f  the papers you had given to som eone 
to mail in the U nited States. W e had already received these and appreciate  the person taking  tim e to send 
them  to us.

W e look forw ard to the C olem ans having a long and fruitful m inistry  there at SPN in R ecife. M ay God 
continue to  bless the w ork there and bring m any to the Lord Jesus C hrist through your studen ts, faculty , etc.

Y ours in the cause o f C hrist,

s/Paul M cK aughan

Paul M cK aughan 
C oord inato r

PM cK /hw s

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T
A cooperative  agreem ent w hereby M ission to the W orld M issionaries o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
work w ith Sem inario  Presbiteriano do Norte.

E xecutive V ice-President 
S am aritan 's  Purse/W orld 
M edical M ission

B usinessm an

B usinessm an

M edical D octor and C o-Founder 
o f  A nnoor Sanatorium  for C hest 
D iseases

A pril 1984

Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
M ission to the W orld 
P O . Box 1744,
D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031 
T elephone 404/292-8345
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T H E  TE R M S O F  T H IS A G R E E M E N T  R E L A T E  T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F  A M E M B E R  M IS SIO N A R Y
R E L A T IO N SH IP .

1. The m issionary will have dual m em bersh ip  status w ith both  M ission to the W orld  and Sem inario  
Presbiteriano do Norte.

2. T he appointm ent o f  a m issionary  will be subject to the approval o f both  agencies in accordance with 
the standards established  by each  agency.

3. In the event that one agency requests confidentia l m aterials gathered  by the o ther, such m aterials 
will be shared w ith the understanding  that the m aterials will be kep t confidentia l by that agency.

4. T he m issionary cand idate  will participate in the full candidate and tra in ing  p rogram  o f  Sem inario  
P resbiteriano do  N orte.

5. T im e will be allow ed fo r the cand idate , if necessary , to do  itineration  o r depu tation  under the 
coordination  o f M ission to the W orld  w ith in  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  churches in order 
that adequate  prayer and financial support can be realized.

6. Sem inario  Presbiteriano do  N orte will supervise the securing  o f  v isas and m ake o ther a rrangem ents 
necessary for beginning  field w ork.

7. M ission to  the W orld  w ill be the sponsoring  agency  fo r financial and p rayer support o f  the m issionary .
8. Sem inario  Presb iteriano  do  N orte will be the d irecting  agency in re la tion  to m issionary  activ ities  on

the field. C hanges in m utually  accep ted  jo b  descrip tions should be m ade in consu ltation  w ith M ission 
to the W orld.

9. Final discip line as relates to  theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f  the Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica.

10. The M ission to the W orld  m issionary  w ill have liberty  in the full and free presen tation  and practice
o f the w hole counsel o f  G od as con tained  and understood in the R eform ed v iew , the W estm inster
C onfession  o f  Faith  and the L arger  and Sh o rter  C atech ism , recognizing  that he m ust a lso  respect
the position o f o thers in an in terdenom inational setting.

11. W hile on the field and w hile traveling  to and from  the fie ld , the m issionary  will be under the 
ju risd ic tion  o f  Sem inario  Presb iteriano  d o  Norte.

12. W hile on the field , the m issionary  will be an integral part o f  the field  staff, sharing equally  in 
priv ileges and responsib ilities as any o th e r m em ber and being subject to the polic ies and direction  
o f  Sem inario  Presbiteriano do  N orte.

13. The m issionary 's  field d irec to r will initiate hom e m inistry  assignm ent p lann ing  in consu ltation  with 
M ission to the W orld and also w ith  Sem inario  Presbiteriano do N orte.

14. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary  will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f  M ission to the 
W orld; how ever, consideration  will be given by M ission to the W orld to assignm ents, p ro jec ts , and 
additional study o r train ing  requested  by Sem inario  Presb iteriano  do  N orte. Progress and activity  
inform ation during hom e m inistry  assignm ent will be provided for Sem inario  P resb iteriano  do  N orte.

15. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary  w ill be expected  by M ission  to the W orld  to 
carry on a deputation  m inistry  for M ission  to the W orld w ithin the constituency  o f the Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica congregations. Each agency w ill assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f 
deputation  w hen the m em ber is doing depu tation  for e ither agency. Prim ary d epu ta tion  responsib ilities 
w ill be w ithin the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica  under M ission to  the W orld  coordination .

16. The m issionary will not so licit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency for personal funds o r field 
needs w ithout the perm ission  o f  the respective agency.

17. The financial re la tionsh ip  o f  the m issionary  w ith the Sem inario  Presb iteriano  do  N orte w ill be the 
sam e as that for all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, excep t that during 
any portion o f  hom e m inistry  assignm ent under M ission to  the W orld , the quo ta  m ay be set by that 
agency. M ission to the W orld will receive and receipt the m issionary’s funds from  the Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica  and transfer them  m onthly  to Sem inario  Presb iteriano  do  Norte to  be transm itted  
to the field  by that agency. Sem inario  Presb iteriano  do  N orte will inform  M ission  to the W orld o f 
funds designated  for the m issionary  from  o th e r sources.

18. The hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance plans provided by M ission to the W orld  will be 
availab le to the m issionary by m utual agreem ent o f  both agencies.
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SE M IN A R IO  PR E S B IT E R IA N O  DO N O RTE

s/F. L. Schalkw ijk_____________________________  R ector o f  the S .P .N . .

Title

s/G erson R. G ow cin____________________________ D ean o f  the S .P .N . .

Title

Date: R ecife, Feb. 4 , 1986 AD  .

C O M M IT T E E  ON M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D , PR E S B Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

s/W . Jack W illiam son__________________________  s/Paul M cK aughan .____________________________

C hairm an C oord inato r

Date: February 17, 1986 .

SE M IN A R IO  PR E S B Y T E R IA N O  DO  N O RT E 
Rua D em ocrito  de Souze F ilho, 208 - M adalena 

C aixa Postal, 1751 - C . E. P. 50000 
FO N ES: 227-0986 - 227-0145 

Recife - Pernam buco

D O C T R IN A L  S T A T E M E N T  O F T H E  S E M IN A R IO  P R E SB IT E R IA N O  D O  N O R T E

W e herew ith declare that the Sem inario Presbiteriano do  N orte is a church  sem inary , that is to say that it 
was founded by and is being supported , directed and contro lled  by the Igreja P resbiteriana do  B rasil, w hich 
is a federation o f  local churches, upholding as the only rule o f  faith and practice the Holy S crip tures o f  the 
O ld and New T estam ent, and as the exposition o f her faith and practice the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  
and the Larger  and Shorter C atechism  o f  W estm inster. A w are o f  all k inds o f  old and new  heresies, the 
Presbyterian Sem inary o f  the N orth , reaffirm s its p rayer that the Lord m ay preserve our school and all our 
p rofessors, and m aybe all our students c lose  to His holy  W ord , so that we m ay be found faithful on the 
day o f  His com ing. M aranatha.

M em bers o f  the D eliberative C ouncil o f  the Sem inario  Presb iteriano  in R ecife, Brasil:
President: Dr. W ashington M oura A m orim , presbyter.
V ice-president: Dr. Noe de Paula R am os, pastor 
Secretary: R ev. Silas A lexandrino  da S ilva, pastor 
Vocal: L uciano M inssen. presbyter.
V ocal: D r. M isael de A. V asconcelos, presbyter.
V ocal: Rev. O toniel S ilva M artine, pastor.

M em bers o f  the “Junta D irectora” o f  our Sem inary:
Rector: Dr. Francisco  L. Schalkw ijk , pastor 
Dean: R ev. G erson da R ocha G ouvein . pastor 
A ssessor: Dr. O ton G uanais D ourado, pastor 
A dm inistrator: M r. D irceu Leite Fonseca, presbyter.

R ecife. February 4 th , 1986 AD

Franciso L. Schalkw ijk
SPN R ecord
C P 1751
R ecife, PE
Brasil



APPENDICES 399

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T
A cooperative agreem ent w hereby M ission to the W orld M issionaries of the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica
w ork with W orld C oncern .
TH E TE R M S O F  TH IS A G R E E M E N T  R E L A T E  T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F A M E M B E R  M IS SIO N A R Y
R E L A T IO N SH IP .

1. The m issionary will have dual m em bership  status w ith both M ission to the W orld  and W orld  C oncern .
2. The appoin tm ent o f  a m issionary  w ill be subject to  the approval o f  both agencies in accordance w ith 

the standards established by each  agency.
3. In the event that one agency requests confidentia l m aterials gathered  by the o ther, such m aterials 

w ill be shared w ith the understanding  that the m aterials will be kept confidentia l by that agency.
4. The m issionary candidate will participate in the full candidate and train ing  p rogram  o f  W orld C oncern .
5. T im e will be allow ed for the cand idate , if  necessary , to do  itineration  o r  depu tation  under the 

coordination  o f M ission to the W orld w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica churches in order 
that adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized.

6. W orld C oncern  will supervise the securing  o f  visas and m ake o ther a rrangem ents necessary  for 
beginning field w ork.

7. M ission to the W orld  will be the sponsoring  agency for financial and p rayer support o f  the m issionary.
8. W orld C oncern  will be the d irecting  agency in relation  to m issionary activ ities on the field . C hanges 

in m utually  accepted  jo b  descrip tions should be m ade in consu ltation  w ith M ission to  the W orld.
9. Final d iscipline as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f the Presbyterian  

C hurch in A m erica.
10 The M ission to the W orld m issionary  will have liberty in the full and free presen tation  and practice

o f  the w hole counsel o f G od as contained  and understood in the R eform ed v iew , the W estm inster  
C onfession  o f  F aith  and the Larger  and S horter C atech ism , recognizing  that he m ust also  respect 
the position o f o thers in an in terdenom inational setting

11. W hile on the field and w hile traveling  to and from  the field , the m issionary  will be under the 
ju risd ic tion  o f  W orld  C oncern.

12. W hile on the fie ld , the m issionary will be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing  equally  in 
priv ileges and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being  subject to the policies and d irection 
o f  W orld C oncern.

13. The m issionary 's  field d irector will initiate hom e m inistry  assignm ent planning in consu ltation  with 
M ission to the W orld  and also  w ith W orld  C oncern .

14. W hile on hom e m inistry  assignm ent, the m issionary  will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f  M ission to the 
W orld; how ever, consideration  will be given by M ission to the W orld  to assignm ents, p ro jec ts , and 
additional study o r train ing  requested  by W orld C oncern . Progress and activity  inform ation  during 
hom e m inistry  assignm ent will be provided for W orld C oncern.

15. W hile on hom e m inistry  a lss ig n m en t, the m issionary  will be expected  by M ission to the W orld  to 
carry on a deputation  m inistry  for M ission to the W orld w ithin the constituency  o f the P resbyterian 
C hurch  in A m erica congregations. Each agency will assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f 
deputation  w hen the m em ber is doing deputation  for e ither agency. Prim ary depu tation  responsib ilities 
w ill be w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  under M ission to the W orld  coordination .

16. The m issionary will not solicit hom eland constituencies o f e ither agency for personal funds o r field 
needs w ithout the perm ission o f  the respective  agency.

17. The financial re la tionship  o f  the m issionary  w ith W orld C oncern  will be the sam e as that for all 
o ther m em bers including  the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any portion o f  hom e 
m inistry  assignm ent under M ission to the W orld , the quo ta  m ay be set by that agency. M ission to 
the W orld will receive and receip t the m issionary 's  funds from the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
and transfer them  m onthly to W orld  C oncern  to be transm itted  to the field by that agency. W orld 
C oncern  will inform  M ission to the W orld  o f  funds designated  for the m issionary  from  o ther sources.

18. The hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance p lans provided by M ission  to the W orld  will be 
availab le  to the m issionary  by m utual agreem ent o f  both agencies.

W O R L D  C O N C E R N

s/C larence R eim er_____________________________  P res id e n t .______________________________________

Title

s/W illiam  Brown_______________________________  D irecto r o f  Finance .____________________________

Title

Date: N ovem ber 8, 1985
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C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  TO  T H E  W O R L D , PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

s/W . Jack W illiam son__________________________  s/P aul M cK aughan ._____________________

C hairm an C oord inato r

D a te :-------------------------------------------------------------------------.

C R IST A  M IN IST R IE S
D O C T R IN A L ST A T E M E N T

1. W e believe in the Scrip tures o f the O ld  and New T estam ents as verbally  inspired by G od , and
inerrant in the original w ritings, and that they are o f  suprem e and final au thority  in faith and life.

2. W e believe in one G od , eternally  existing  in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. W e believe that Jesus C hrist was begotten by the H oly Spirit and bom  o f  the v irgin M ary , and is

true G od and true m an.
4. W e believe that m an w as created  in the im age o f  G od; that he sinned , and thereby incurred , not 

only physical death , but also  that spiritual death w hich is separation  from  G od; and that all hum an 
beings are bom  with a sinful nature.

5. W e believe that the Lord Jesus C hrist died for our sins according to the Scrip tu res, as a representative
and substitu tionary  sacrifice; and all that truly repent o f  the ir sins and believe in H im  are justified
on the ground o f H is shed blood.

6. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f the H oly Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enabled 
to live a godly life.

7. W e believe in the resurrection o f the crucified  body o f  our Lord , and H is ascension  into heaven and 
in His present life there for us, as H igh Priest and A dvocate.

8. W e believe in that b lessed hope, the personal, bodily  return o f our Lord and Sav ior, Jesus C hrist.

C rista  M inistries 
B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

1984 - 1985

M r. C harles L. A nderson 
C hairm an o f the Board 
T eltone C orporation 
10801 120th N .E . 
K irk land. W A 98033

M r. B ruce T . B reiw ick 
President
K olstrand/W indw ard  M ark 
4714 B allard A venue N .W . 
Seattle , W A 98107

Dr. C. D orr D em aray 
President Em eritus 
Seattle Pacific U niversity 
350 N orth 190th. A pt. 2I3A 
Seattle . W A 98133

M r. D avid A. Ederer
President
D A. E derer Co.
Ste. 4101
Bank o f C aliforn ia C enter 
Seattle , W A 98164

M r. A xel Fredeen 
R etired
201 Royal A partm ents 
19236 K ing’s G arden Dr. N. 
S eattle , W A 98133

M r. A lbert G . Howell 
President
Bank & O ffice In teriors 
224 W estlake A venue N.
S eattle . W A  98109

M r. M erton H untsperger 
Real Estate C onsultant 
12849 W ilson St.
L eavenw orth , W A 98826

M iss B onnie Jepson 
T eacher. Seattle  Public 
2657 Perkins Lane W.
Seattle , W A 98199

M r. John Kyle 
D irector o f  M issions 
Inter-V arsity  C hristian  Fellow ship 
233 Langdon 
M adison, W I 53703
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M rs. Barbara Lenfesty 
Retired
1584 Parkside D rive E. 
Seattle , W A 98112

Dr. D avid C . LeShana 
President
Seattle Pacific Univ. 
Seattle , W A 98119

Dr. W illiam  H. Leslie 
Pastor
LaSalle Street C hurch 
1136 N. L aSalle St. 
C h icago , IL 60610

M r. John C . L ittle 
C ounty  A gent 
Seattle  4-H  
312 Sm ith T ow er 
S eattle , W A 98104

M r. E dw ard R. M cM illan 
F inancial C olum nist 
S eattle  T im es
12129 A rrow  Point Loop N .E . 
B ainbndge  Island, W A 98110

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD 

TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

The C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld m akes the fo llow ing  additional recom m endations to the 
Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica:

I . a) That the C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld  endorse  and seek approval from  the G eneral 
A ssem bly in June 1986 to  com m ission  the developm ent o f a deta iled  plan that w ould  define 
factors relevant to the incorporation  o f a ten tm aking p rogram  into M T W ’s strategic plan.
b) That said approval from  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ould  give necessary authority  to  the C om 
mittee on M ission to the W orld to approve such an experim ental plan and adm in ister it for a 
tw o-year period; and that such plan w ould include the possib ility  o f  form ation  o f  a separate 
nonprofit corporation  o r foundation  w ith u ltim ate control being  m aintained  by M ission to  the 
W orld.
c) That the experim ental program  be brough t to the 1989 G eneral A ssem bly  fo r final approval.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,
W . Jack W illiam son , C hairm an 
C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld

April 15. 1986

M EM O R A N D U M

To: M anagem ent Subcom m ittee
From : M TW  Staff
Subject: Proposal to Form  New O rganization  for PC A  T entm akers

On the follow ing pages is a proposal for the form ation  o f a new  organ ization  fo r PCA  ten tm akers on an 
experim ental basis, together w ith som e background inform ation . T he proposal w as draw n up by M r. Frank 
Fin fro ck , an e lder in the Spanish R iver Presbyterian  C hurch , retired  sen io r v ice-president o f  C ities Services 
C orporation , and an M TW  consu ltan t. W e heartily  recom m end the approval o f  the recom m endations on 
the last page.

PM cK /hw s

PR O P O SA L  T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D

FACTS
O ver 90 countries w orldw ide refuse to grant m issionary  visas.
Three and one-ha lf b illion people  live in these  coun tries, including m ost o f  the unreached (3 /4 ths o f  the 

w orld ’s population).
T w o-th irds o f the w o rld ’s population  h a v en 't heard the G ospel.
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C ountries that are closing their doors to A m erican m issionaries are open ing  their doors to A m erican  
talent and technology.

D ISC U SSIO N
M T W 's Purpose Statem ent reads:

"T o  reach the w o rld 's  unreached responsive peoples w ith G o d ’s G ood N ew s through the testim ony 
o f church-p lan ting  team s and strategic technical and support personnel. Success in observable  
church grow th will be an im portant m eans o f  ev a lu a tio n ”  (A pproved by the T h irteen th  G eneral 
A ssem bly  o f  the PC A , June 1985)

In the w orking paper prepared for the G eneral A ssem bly by the C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld , 
dated  February  17, 1984, it is stated: "W ith  the rapid ly  sw inging  doors o f official approval and disapproval 
o f m issionary en terp rises, non-traditional arrangem ents betw een governm ent agencies and m issionaries will 
em erge as well as new  nonprofessional m issionary  approaches '

Thus, M T W 's  purpose, its perception o f  change in the w orld , and the dem ographic facts stated earlie r, 
each  seem  to point to the need to seriously consider additional m ethods to supplem ent the professional 
m issionary strategy now  in use. W hether we agree w ith the change tak ing place in the w orld o r not, we 
m ust be aw are o f the im pact on our ability  to com plete  our purpose, and we m ust be innovative and 
resourceful in adapting  our m ethods to continue our m inistry .

The concept o f  ten tm aking fits well w ith the situation  ju s t described and deserves ou r consideration  as 
a m ajor strategy to be incorporated into ou r operating  p lan. T entm aking refers to self-supported , cross-cultural 
w itnesses o f  G o d ’s W ord w ho use their occupation  to open the w ay fo r in ternational w itness even in countries 
c losed  to professional m issionaries.

T entm akers fill a felt need in developing coun tries  by provid ing jo b  sk ills and know ledge in the w ork 
place. By their life-style and w itness they are able to p rocla im  the w hole counsel o f G od to the ir a sso c ia tes .

N um erically , the people to be reached is s taggering . T o  m inister to these people w ith professional 
m issionaries, assum ing adequate cand idates to be available and we could  deploy  them , carries w ith it a 
huge financial cost. The idea o f  self-supporting  w orkers w ho are w elcom e in these c losed  countries has 
great appeal. Furtherm ore, there are currently  over 5 .5  m illion A m ericans living and w orking  overseas. 
Even a sm all percentage o f these people could  be an im portant factor in m arshalling  resources.

The concept o f  ten tm aking . self-supported  w orkers proclaim ing the w hole counsel o f G od , m ight apply 
to an expansion  o f M T W 's  purpose and scope o f m inistry . R ealistica lly , im plem entation  o f  th is  concept 
m ay be required  to reach the geographic scope already defined in the w orking  paper o f M TW ; i .e . ,  24 
church-planting  team s by 1993; five o f these team s to be involved in m inistering  to Islam ic peoples.

ST RA T EG Y
T he above d iscussion has focused on the situation , the purpose o f M TW  and the need to consider 

tentm aking as a supplem ental s trategy. L e t's  focus now on how  such a strategy m ight be im plem ented.
E xperience from  those w orking  in closed  countries indicates that a foundation  w ith a clearly  w orded 

charter, is an acceptable organizational structure. M T W ’s goal o f sending  w orkers (ten tm akers) w ho would 
have the opportunity  to proclaim  the G ospel could  be satisfied. The B oard o f  this not-fo r-p rofit foundation 
could  have som e interconnection  w ith the M TW  C om m ittee  and m ust be responsib le  to the G eneral A ssem bly. 
Policies and philosophies com patib le  w ith M TW  could  be carried  out by the foundation , but because o f the 
separate charter, the foundation would be sufficiently  d istanced from  M TW  so as not to be considered  a 
relig ious change agent o r m ission organization .

T he prim ary function o f the foundation  w ould  be to serve as a p lacem ent agency for m en and w om en 
from  the PC A  and the R eform ed com m unity . P rincipal activ ities w ould deal w ith selection and tra in ing  o f 
peop le , identification  o f  situations w here people can be p laced  and then filling those s ituations, and m onitoring 
results.

The foundation could use increm ental serv ices o f  M TW  as well as o ther m ission  organ izations.
T he foundation w ould raise its ow n funds to support itse lf and to p rovide tra in ing  and som e part o f 

relocation  expenses. O nce established the foundation  w ould  draw  no funds from  M TW .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R LD :
R esponsib ility  for developm ent o f  this plan w ould  be w ith the C oord ina to r o f  M ission to the W orld
C osts to develop  this plan are estim ated  at $25 ,000 . A ssum ing approval o f  the plan and the form ation 

o f  a nonprofit foundation , these developm ent costs could  be borne by the foundation .
T im e to develop  the plan is estim ated  at four to six m onths.

R EC O M M E N D A T IO N S:
I. a) That the C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld  endorse and seek approval from  the G eneral 

A ssem bly in June 1986 to com m ission  the developm ent o f a deta iled  plan that w ould  define
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factors relevant to the incorporation  o f  a ten tm aking  program  into M T W ’s strategic plan.
b) That said approval from  the G eneral A ssem bly  w ould  g ive necessary  au thority  to the C om 
m ittee on M ission to the W orld  to approve such an experim ental plan and adm in ister it for a 
tw o-year period; and that such plan w ould  include the possib ility  o f form ation  o f a separate 
nonprofit corporation  o r foundation  w ith ultim ate  control being  m aintained  by M ission  to the 
W orld.
c) That the experim ental program  be brought to the 1989 G eneral A ssem bly  for final approval. 

M ay 9 . 1986

TH IS IS B A C K G R O U N D  IN FO R M A TIO N  SE N T  T O  M R. FRA N K  FIN FR O C K  PR IO R  T O  H IS PR E P A R 
ING T H E  E N C L O S E D  PROPOSAL- T O  FORM  N EW  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  FO R PCA “T E N T M A K E R S "

January  16, 1986

M EM O R A N D U M

To: M r. Frank F infrock
From: Paul M cK aughan
Subject: Thoughts on T entm aking

W hat we are calling  the traditional approach to m issions; i .e . ,  sending  out m issionaries, recognized by 
the receiving governm ent as professional relig ious w orkers began only w ith the advent o f  the colonial 
pow ers w here religious expansion w as also  supported  side-by-side w ith  the expansion o f  the em pire . Its 
h istory is relatively recent representing  only  10 percent o f  the ch u rch ’s history ; i .e . ,  200 years. T he truly 
traditional expansion  o f the church m any tim es w as carried  on by groups o f  relig ious w orkers w ho founded 
com m unes, set up businesses; i .e . ,  W illiam  C arey ’s prin ting  business, the N estorian  clock  and m ap m akers 
and the apostles’ ten tm aking team s.

W e would have no interest in p lacing people in closed  countries m erely to have a presence. T here  m ust 
be the context in w hich the w hole counsel o f G od can be procla im ed  as w ell as lived; a lbeit, this proclam ation  
m ust be done w ith great care  and w isely m any tim es after a strong personal re la tionship  o f  trust is estab lished .

FACTS:
T here are m any "c lo sed" countries and their num ber is g row ing.

a. Eastern Europe
b. C hina
c. Indian sub-continent
d. Islam ic w orld o f  N orth A frica, Indonesia, etc.

T raits w hich they seem  to have in com m on: hostility  to outside re lig ious in tervention  (by religious 
change agents) for political o r relig ious reasons:

a. Political
1. Secular society anti-relig ious
2. A dom inant religion is seen to be a political asset (national hom ogeneity)
3. A dom inant foreign-hased  relig ion  w hich is com plicating  national political status quo. 

Exam ple: R om an C atholic liberationists in B razil.
4. The designation  “ m issionary” is increasingly  becom ing a h indrance to en tree , even  in 

regions considered  friendly to C hristian ity . E xam ple: Scand inav ia  and G erm any for 
e thnocen tristic  reasons.

5. M assive invasions by m issionaries (M orm ons, J eh o v ah 's  W itnesses, M oonies, e tc .)  o f  the 
cults.

b. R eligious
1. A dom inant relig ion  con tro ls  o r influences the pow er structure to the point that it can resist 

com petition  on the basis o f  "d iv ine rig h t.”
2. In som e o f  these coun tries, any change o f  relig ious affiliation  is against the law  o f  the 

land, even though there m ay be significant m inority  re lig ious groups. Exam ple: K uw ait
3. Som e o f these countries and people  g roups are ex trem ely  (a) responsive, (b) resistan t, (c) 

m ost are untested.
4. All o f  these countries have considerab le  com m ercial interaction  w ith the U nited  States.
5. N one o f these  countries w ould  accept people they w ould consider p rofessional, relig ious 

change agents.
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Q U EST IO N S:
1. Should  the PCA attem pt to be one o f  G o d 's  instrum ents am ong these  peoples?
2. H ow  could  this happen?
3. D o we tacitly  com m ission  the para-church  organ ization  as G o d ’s prim ary  tool fo r build ing  and

enriching H is body am ong these peoples?

W H A T  T Y P E  O F IN V O L V E M E N T  W IL L  W E  H A V E?
First o f  a ll, we m ust pray fo r these people. T his underlies every th ing  else that w e will suggest.

1. Involve ourselves w ith foreign students in the U . S. o r in border coun tries.
2. Individual volunteerism  by PC A  m em bers w ho serve w ith secu lar national o r m ultinational

organizations o r corporations overseas.
3. Send dollars to existing  e ffo r ts-n a tio n a l o r international.
4. Send PC A  m en and w om en through para-church  o rganizations under their cond itions, b lind  trust.

T H E  R EQ U IR E M E N T S FO R M TW  O PE R A T IN G  IN O N E  O F  T H E S E  C O U N T R IE S:
1. M ust not be seen as p rofessional relig ious w orker (sent out by a relig ious organ ization  o r church).
2. M ust be view ed by the receiv ing  people g roup  as m aking a valued contribution .
3. M ust be a sm all group , individuals d o n ’t function  w ell in isolation  to  achieve any goal.
4. M ust be accountable both to each  o ther and to  the sending  body.
5. T he opportunity  to w hich they are sent m ust p rovide a m eaningful interface w ith nationals.
6. There m ust be am ple tim e to nurture the fam ily and  have a m inistry .

Any person going out to one o f  these groups m ust interface w ith three  realities:
1. T he g roup that h e ’s being  sent to
2. T he body th a t’s sending  him  out
3. A com m on w orldw ide data  base.

O ne o f  the problem s with our “global v illage" is that com m unication , w hich once cou ld  be targeted  to 
one o r the o ther, in to d ay ’s inform ational age is shared  by both.

Y ou cannot publish an article in a  church paper in A labam a w ithout the increased possib ility  that it w ill 
be read and filed in a library o r a religious data  bank in E gypt o r anyw here in the w orld.

R E C O M M EN D A TIO N :
It is my recom m endation  that we establish  a  secular nonprofit corporation  w hich will deal w ith the 

p lacem ent o f  m en and w om en from  the PCA and the R eform ed com m unity  in acceptable serv ice opportun ities 
in countries o therw ise inaccessible.

PM cK /hw s
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APPENDIX L 

REPORT OF THE ASSEMBLY’S NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Due to the high cost o f hold ing a m eeting o f  a C om m ittee  consisting  o f  40  persons from  all over the 
country  (1983 one-day m eeting cost $6 ,0 0 0 ), and the great d ifficu lty  o f handling the business at hand by 
such a large group o f  people in just a few hours, the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly  d irected  that the N om inating  
C om m ittee handle its business by mail if possib le. T he A ssem bly  authorized  the C om m ittee  to  m eet on 
Saturday p rio r to the A ssem bly to com plete  business if necessary . T he C om m ittee  in com pliance w ith this 
directive conducted  its business by m ail. It w as decided  that a M onday m orning m eeting w ould give sufficient 
tim e to com plete those m atters not handled by m ail. In o rder for the A ssem bly  to have a full record  o f  the 
way that this m atter developed and was carried  o u t, the procedure is presented as part o f this R eport to the 
A ssem bly. (See A ttachm ent A).

The follow ing served on the C om m ittee  this year:
PR E SB Y T ER Y M E M B E R
A scension RE K erry Black
C alvary T E  Flenry Flope, Jr.
C entral C arolina T E  R obert D. W ilcox
C entral Florida T E  S tephen W ood
C entral G eorgia T E  Jam es P. C am pbell
C ovenant RE R obert C arson
D elm arva RE D onald H annahs
Eastern C anada T E  D onald C odling
Eastern C arolina RE D on Stark
Evangel T E  R ichard C . T rucks
G race T E  W illiam  J. S tanw ay
G reat Lakes T E  M ark A . D albey
G ulf C oast RE Al H ughes
Illiana RE Bill H ughes
Jam es R iver T E  M ark Youndt
Korean Eastern T E  C hong W an Lee
Korean Southw est RE
Louisiana T E  Bobby G . B laylock
M ississippi V alley T E  E dw ard O . N alley
M issouri RE G eorge D evlin
New Jersey RE Jam es Stites
New R iver T E  C harles M cN utt
N orth G eorgia T E  W arren G ardner
N orth Texas RE W illiam  B row n II
N ortheast TF. J. C urtis L ovelace
N orthern Illinois T E  John Eastw ood
O klahom a T E  R obert B axter
Pacific- RE S tew art Fleem an
Pacific N orthw est RE R ichard A. H erbert
Palm etto RE B lair Baldwin
Philadelphia T E  E ugene Potoka
Siouxlands RE G len W ism er
South Texas T E  J. Al LaC our
Southeast A labam a T E  R obert J O stenson , C hairm an
Southern Florida RE D avid S incere
Southw est RE W illiam  J. M ontgom ery
T ennessee V alley T E  Paul Snider
W arrior T E  W illiam  Joseph III, Secretary
W estern C arolina RE J. T. R ussell
W estm inster RE C onrad  Friede

The ballots w ere sent by certified  mail and returned in the sam e w ay. T he counting  o f  the ballo ts for 
the election  o f  the C hairm an and Secretary w ere done by RE G uy H. B eckm an, Sr. and RE W illiam  A.
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Stevenson. R un-off ballots w ere counted  by T E  C harles G . D eB ardeleben. T he C hairm an , T E  R obert J. 
O stenson , along w ith T E  W illiam  J. Joseph III and RE R eese H. B ricken counted  the first ba llo ting . T E  
O stenson , along w ith RE Tem ple B ow ling and RE R eese B ricken coun ted  the second ballots.

The C om m ittee is to m eet at the tim e o f  the A ssem bly  to e lect nom inees fo r c lasses vacated  by resignation , 
w hich w as not p rovided for in the m ailing procedure and to settle how  to handle  its votes on the final balloting. 

The follow ing are the nom inations as e lected  by the N om inating  C om m ittee:

I. P E R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S  

C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N

A. Present Personnel:

Teaching E lders:

D onald J. M acN air, M issouri 

W illiam  A. Fox, G u lf C oast

R obert R eym ond, Illiana
John H oogstra te, Pacific N orthw est

M arvin H arris, W arrior 
G eorge W . K night III, M issouri

W illiam S . H enderson, N ortheast

B. T o  Be Elected:

T w o T eaching Elders

O ne Teaching  Elder

C . N om inations:

R uling  E lders:

C lass o f  1989

Randall W . S tone, M issouri

C lass o f 1988

W ilson B arbee, C entral C arolina  
G eorge H enning , T ennessee V alley

C lass o f  1987

C harles Low ry, W estm inster

C lass o f 1986

John T . C lark , C entra l G eorgia 
C harles E. L eSeur, A scension

A lternates

A nderson Q . S m ith , W estern  C arolina

C lass o f 1990

One R uling E lder

A lternates

O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1990

A nderson Q . S m ith , W estern  C arolina

A lternates

R obert L. L iken, Philadelphia

W illiam S . H enderson, N ortheast 
H arold R . Patteson, Palm etto

John D . L ove, C alvary

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N
W illiam  S. H enderson: pastor H ope C hurch , B allston S pa , N Y . Served on Presbytery  A dm in. C om m ittee 

1983-84, Stated  C lerk 1982-84. D em onstrated  excellence in adm inistra tion  through w ork as S tated  C lerk , 
part-tim e adm in istra to r o f Spa C hristian S choo l, use o f  com puter applications in churches & schools. Five 
years banking  experience, financial counselor.

A nderson Q . Sm ith: R etired C o lo n e l, U S A rm y . Served on Presbytery  C om m ittee  on C andidates and E xam in
ations, 1984-. Served 30 years in A rm y. M anaged com m and and contro l requirem ents fo r jo in t US forces 
in Europe 10 years. D irector o f C om puter S erv ices, U niversity  o f  A labam a. W ants to  see PCA conduct 
business in an efficient and G od-honoring  way.

Harold R. Patteson: pastor Eau Claire C hurch, Colum bia, SC. Served as chm n. o f  GA C O A , 73-78; Nom inating 
C o m ., 82-83; A d Int. Ed. C om m , on  B C O . Served on Pby. C om m , on C andidates & E x am ., 73-76; M US 
C o m m ., 76-79; A dm in. C o m m ., 79-82; S hepherding  C o m m ., 83-85 - chm n. on all. "F ounding  fa ther" o f 
PCA ; has w idsom  and godliness to  add strength to this com m .

John D. Love: pasto r C enter Point ch . W oodruff, SC . Served on several G A  and Pby. com m s. in PC U S. 
Served on Pby. C andidates and C hristian  Ed. com m s. A rm y off. tr. in adm in .; m em b. C elanese C orp . tr. 
in adm in .; 13 yrs. Exec. D ir. cam p p rog .; G en. M g r., Ford D lrsh ip ., 81-84; cand . D .M in ., RTS; tm g . in 
ACA for cert, cam p dir. and adm in .; cm m ty. aw ards.
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Robert L. Liken: tax lawyer, lecturer. GA  C O A , 81-85. Trustee o f Phil. Pby., 82-84 & on Pby C and ., Licensure 
& O rd. C om m  ; C hm n. o f  C O A  legal sub-com m . JD  deg. from  G eo. W ash. U. M em b. Bd. o f  D ir , Bib. 
T heo. S em .; form er ch ie f counsel. D ept, o f  R ev. for PA ; form er R eg. C o u n ., IR S; form er a ss t., US 
Sen. Ed M oore in O K ; form er A dm . A sst., ch ie f o f S taff, S trat. A ir C om m and.

C O M M IT T E E  FO R  C H R IST IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S

A . Present P ersonnel: 

Teaching E lders:

John R agland, G race 
K enneth O rr, Pacific

Paul A lexander. Evangel 
Paul Settle , C alvary

Carl Sm ith , C entral Florida

G eorge B. B rengle, J r ..  S. F lorida 
Joseph A. Pipa, J r . , South T exas

J. S tephen Jussely , G race

B. T o  Be Elected:

T w o T each in g  Elders

O ne Teaching  E lder

C. N om inations:

Don K. C lem ents, New R iver 
M orse U p De G raff, W estm inster

R uling  E lders:

C lass o f  1989

M ark B rink , C ovenant

C lass o f  1988

O . H . Sm ith III, G u lf C oast 
T hom as S avage, South T exas

C lass o f  1987

Arlen D ykstra , M issouri 
Ralph P rice, C alvary

C lass o f  1986

W illiam  R ocap , C entral C arolina  
Robert S teadm an , S iouxlands

A lternates

M ichael L ittle john, E astern C arolina

C lass o f 1990

T w o R uling  Elders

A lternates

O ne Ruling E lder

C lass o f  1989

M ichael L ittle john, Eastern  C arolina  
B obby G . B lay lock , L ouisiana

A lternates

G len A. M cC lung, W estern  C arolina  S tanley D . W ells, O klahom a

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  C H R IS T IA N  
E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S
Don K. C lem ents: pastor G race C ov . ch , B lacksburg , VA. G A  C E /P  C o m m ., 75-79 - chm n. 2 y rs .; C O A ,

81-83; S tew ardship , 78-81; Ad Int. C om m , on O ffices in C h ., 74-77; C haplains C om m ission , 77-83; 
C hm n. C ent G A  Pby. C E /P  co m m ., 74-76; Jam es Riv. Pby. A dm in. C om m  , 80-83; chm n. N E Pby. 
Cand. C o m m ., 84-85; D M in thesis if adult e d .; strong desire  to serve in this area.

M ichael L ittlejohn: assoc. D ean, School o f E ngineering . N C  State U niversity . Exceptional gifts as teacher and 
educator. R uling e lder since 1976. teacher in the church  school since that tim e. Has a vital part 
in the C E /P  m aterial and program  developm ent in h is church . A cutely  aw are o f  the p roblem s and needs 

grass-root C hristian  educators.
M orse U p De G raff: pasto r Edgem ont ch , B risto l, TN . Pby. C hristian  Ed. C o m m ., 75-81; Pby 

Shepherding  C o m m ., 79-85; Pby. N om inations C o m m ., 84-; served on C E 'P  C om m , o f C om m is
sioners at 3 G A s, both as chm n. and sec. A bove average interest and partic ipation  in C E  m atters 
in church  and pby.

Bobby G . B laylock: ret. U SA F; real est. & developm ent consu ltan t. GA In ter C hurch C om m  , 78; 
Judiciary sub -com m ., 81-82; R idge H aven , 83-85. Pby. M inisterial E xam s., 75-77; C hristian  Ed. 
80-82; LA M issions, 83-85. K now l. o f  GA procedures from  attending  m any G A s. C ontact with 
m any in PC A . C onviction  o f  im portance o f  C E  as prim ary m ission o f  the Church.
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G len A . M cC lung: pastor M alvem  H ills ch , A sheville , NC. O n several Pby. com m s. in PC U S. Pby. 
M NA  C o m m ., 85-, now chm n.; chm n. Pby. M inistries o f M ercy C o m m ., 83-84. T w ice C hm n. 
C om m , o f C om m issioners on R idge H aven. Publ. study o f  church vow s w ith concurrence o f C has. 
D unahoo, hopes to prod, sim ilar fo r officers . Logical th inker & c lear know l. o f  the W ord.

Stanley D. W ells: physician , diagnostic  radio logist. GA  Jud. Bus. C o m m ., a lt., 81; p rincipal, 82-85. 
Pby. C om m , on C reden tials , 83-84; mod O K  P b y ., 84 H elped org . 4 PCA  churches. C lk . o f 
Session . O lathe PC, 6 yrs. Served as chm n. o f  dept, o f radio logy at large hosp. W ritten  articles 
in m ed. lit. T aught Sun. School, intro. G t. C om m . Publ. to O lathe ch.

C O M M IT T E E  ON M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A

A. Present Personnel:

Teaching E lders

W . W ilson B enton, Jr , M issouri

W ayne H erring , G race 
C ortez  C ooper, Pacific

John B . F indlay , J r . , G u lf C oast 
G erald  M organ, Southw est

Carl D erk , Philadelphia
Jam es M . B aird, M ississippi V alley

R. Lynn D ow ning, Southern  Florida

B. T o  Be Elected:

T w o Teaching  Elders

O ne T eaching  E lder

C . N om inations:

R. Lynn D ow ning, Southern  Florida 
Jo h n C . P ickett, Pacific N orthw est

C harles M cG ow an, SE A labam a

R uling E lders  

C lass o f 1989

R obert Jenk ins, D elm arva 
M urdock C am p b ell, G u lf C oast 

C lass o f 1988

G ordon Shaw , M issouri 
N icholas B arker, T ennessee  V alley 

C lass o f 1987

R obert R ansom . Jam es R iver

C lass o f 1986

Frederick A rcher, N orth Texas 
S tephen Fox, S ou theast A labam a

A lternates

C lass o f 1990

T w o R uling Elders

A lternates

O ne R uling  E lder

C lass o f 1990

A lternates

Paul A nthony, A scension 
Eugene K. B etts, Philadelphia

C harles M cE w en, Evangel

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A
R Lynn D ow ning: pasto r Lake O sborne ch . Lake W orth , FL. G A  N om . C om m .; m any C om m s. o f  C om m is

sioners. Pby. M NA  & M inister &  his W ork C om m s. Sev. yrs. exp. at Pby. in M NA  w ork. A ctive ch. p ltg . 
m inistry  o f  h is church  - church has est. 3 m ission churches. W ould  appreciate opp ty . to participate at GA  
level o f  M NA .

Paul Anthony: M anufacturers rep. Pby. M NA  C o m m ., 74- , chm n. from  77. Served in church  p ltg . for many 
yrs. A cted as borrow ed elder to m issions and as consultant Influential in starling  inner c ity  work in P itts
burgh. Experienced and very interested.

John C . Pickett: pasto r Lake S tevens ch , Lk. S tevens, W A . N om inations C om m . (R PC E S ), 74-77; Bd. o f 
H om e M inistries (R PC E S ), 79-82. Pby. Pulpit & C red ., 75-76; C h. Ext. C om m ission , 74-82; M in. R ela
tions, 79-84; M iss, to N W , 78-86; C hris. E d ., 84-86. O rg . past., 9 yrs. Began 2 churches. W esterner w ith 
vision; will bring applic. to G A ’s “em phasis on  w est."

E ugene K. Betts: pediatric  anesthesio logist. R aised in India, 48 -60 , son o f  m issionaries. D eacon (76-78) & RE 
(79-85), T enth  PC. C hm n ., M issions C om m ission  o f  T en th , 80-85, during  w hich tim e the Lord blessed  the 
w ork by m ore than tripling the m issions budget to  over $350 ,000  for 1986.
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C harles M cG ow an: pasto r, 1st ch , D othan, A L. C hm n. Pby W itness & S e rv ., 73-78 (PC U S); C hm n. Pby. 
M NA C o m m ., 82-; chm n. Pby. Jo in t C am pus M in. C o m m ., 83-; C h m n ., Pby. Jo in t C h. D evel. C o m m ., 
84-. Began & pastored  ch , 65-78. Now  pastors church  that is ch. pltg. Involved w ith M NA  R io G rande 
V alley ch. p ltg . projects. S trong com m itm ent to church  grow th .

C harles M cEw en: retired  Pby. C E /P  C o m m ., 79-84; C h m n ., Pby. N om inations C o m m ., 80-85. A ctive 
m em ber o f Presbytery  and as e lder in Faith PC , B irm ingham , A L. R etired  Salesm an

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D

A. Present Personnel: 

Teaching E lders:

Harold E. B urkhart, Philadelphia 
R obert F. A uffarth . D elm arva

N elson K. M alkus, D elm arva 
Jo h n W . P. O liver, C entral G eorgia

D onald H oke, T ennessee V alley

A ddison S oltau , G reat Lakes 
E. L eeT rin k le , G u lf Coast

Robert G . R aybum . M issouri 

B T o  Be Elected:

Tw o T eaching  Elders

O ne Teaching  E lder

C . N om inations:

R obert G . R aybum , M issouri 
R . T hom as C h ee ly , Evangel

T om  R am sey. Pacific N orthw est

Ruling  E lders:

C lass o f 1990

G erald  W . Sovereign , G u lf C oast

C lass o f  1988

John W . B arker, M issouri 
Loyd S trick land, N orth G eorg ia

C lass o f  1987

M . C . C ulbertson , N orthT exas  
N elson M . K ennedy , A scension 

C lass o f  1986

Robert M ifflin , D elm arva
W . Jack  W illiam son ,S outheast A labam a

A lternates

Jam es B anks, J r . , W estern  C arolina

C lass o f  1990

T w o R uling Elders

A lternates

O ne R uling  E lder

C lass o f 1990

Jam es B anks, J r . , W estern  C arolina  
W illiam  J. G ordy , SE  A labam a

A lternates

J. L. T hom pson III, TN  V alley

BIO G RAPH ICAL SK ET C H E S FO R N O M IN EE S TO  C O M M IT TE E  O N  M ISSIO N T O  T H E  W O R L D
Robert G . R aybum : professor C T S. Served on G A  C om m , on C ov. C o ll., 82-83 and on Pby. C O A , 81-82 and 

M inisterial O versigh t, 82-85. Been chairm an o f  US Board o f an international & interdenom inational 
m ission. V isited and m inistered on every  field w here W PM  and O PC  had m issionaries. T augh t in 
m issionary sem inaries in India, C h ile , Hong K ong, and A ustralia .

Jam es B anks, Jr.: asst headm aster/B iology instr at C hrist School, A rden, NC. Served on Pby. C om m , on 
M TW , 84-87. C o-C hm n o f ch u rch ’s M issions C om m . M ajor concern  is that M TW  needs to m ake a 
m ore concerted  effort to get youth involved in both short and long-term  m issions. E xperience as an 
educa to r can o ffer a valuable dim ension  to the m ission effort.

R. T hom as C heely: m issions pasto r, B ria rw o o d ch , B ’ham , AL. G A  M TW  C o m m ., 79-83; SIM A  sub -com m ., 
82-, (chm n. 82-84); Ad Int. C om m , on A bortion , 77-78; S tew ardsh ip  C o m m ., 82-83. Pby. M TW  
C om m .; M US C om m .; Exam /C and. C om m . S tated C lerk , C aro lina  Pby, 79-80. G ood understanding  
o f  m issions, visited m ission w ork in m any countries; past exp. w ith M TW .

W illiam  J. G ordy: Investor, developer. O w ns Sheraton R iverfron t & travel agency. G A  SIM A  S ub-com m ., 
presently . V itally  in terested  in m issions. C h m n ., M TW  C om m , o f T rin ity  ch . M ontgom ery , A L. D aughter 
and son-in-law  serving w ith M TW  and NAM  in T unisia.
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T om  Ram sey: pastor, H illcrest ch , Seattle , W A . GA  N om . C o m m ., 83-85. G A  Jud. C om m ission , 81. Several 
C om m s. o f C om m issioners. Pby. M NA  C o m m ., 82; C h m n ., M T W , 83-84; M N A  C o m m ., 84-85. 
In terest in m issions for yrs. H igh school and I yr. o f  coll. in M id-East. W ant to m in ister to M uslim s. 
O rg. 2 pby .-w ide m issions conferences.

J. L. Thom pson: attorney/farm er. R E o f  C hrist ch , N ashville , TN . Short-term  m issionary  o f  PCU S in E streito , 
B razil, 76 and 81; 2 w eeks help ing  W ycliffe m issionaries in A laska, 84; C am pus C rusade in Jam aica, 
M arch, 85. C om m unicates w ith m any m issionaries. C onsum ing passion to challenge people to becom e 
m issionaries & to raise m oney for m issionaries.

II. SP E C IA L  C O M M IT T E E S A SSE M B L Y  T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E

A. Present Personnel;

Teaching E lders

O . Palm er R obertson, D elm arva 

R .C . Sproul, C entral F lorida 

R obert S. R ayburn . Pacific NW

Peter R. D oyle, T ennessee V alley

B. To Be Elected:

O ne T eaching  E lder

O ne T eaching  E lder

C. N om inations:

Peter R. D oyle, T ennessee Valley 

Paul K ooistra, W arrior

R uling  E lders  

C lass o f  1988

B ruce K itchen , J r . . C entral G eorgia 

C lass o f  1987

John M cN air, G race 

C lass o f 1986

G lenn  M arshall, N ew  Jersey

A lternates

V. S tephen O verstreet, G reat Lakes

C lass o f 1989

O ne R uling E lder

A lternates

O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1989

V. S tephen O verstreet, G reat Lakes

A lternates

T h o m asM . M cC allie  III, TN  V alley

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  ON  
T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G
Peter R. Doyle: pasto r C hrist P C , N ashville , T N . Served on Pby. C om m , on W orld  M issions, 82-84. 

Form er instr. in Sys. T heo. at C uttington  D iv. S ch ., L iberia, W . A frica (2 yrs ). Prof. o f  B iblical and 
Pastoral T heo. for 2 y rs .. Episcopal Theo. Sem . Taught Sys. T heo. at B irm ingham  T heo . S e m ., 72-77, 84.

V. S tephen O verstreet: com puter program m er, A m erican Estates Insurance. Pby. C om m , on C and. & C re d ., 
84 , E van. & C hurch  Ext , 84- , Special C om m , by a p p t., 84 E xtrem ely  know ledgeab le  R E in the area 
o f  theology. H onor student in philosophy under teaching  o f D r. G ordon C lark . M aturity  and d iscernm ent 
resulted  in his election  o r appoin tm ent to Pby. positions.

Paul K ooistra: pres. C ovenant Sem . G A  C E /P  C o m m ., 80-84; G t. C om m issions P ublications, 83-85. 
Involved in theol ed. for 12 years. C oncerned that the PCA  holds true to  the faith and yet at the sam e 
tim e not becom e fragm ented.

T hom as M . M cC allie  III: attorney . GA  SIM A  sub -com m ., 82-85; N om  C o m m ., 84; on 2 C om m s. o f 
C om m issioners. Show n understanding o f  theol. exam , thru question ing  cands. for licensure at pby. and 
as m em b. o f  1st P C ’s W ld. M issions C and. C om m . Supt o f  Sun. Sch. dep t.; Sec. o f W ld. M issions 
C om m . C onsultant to In t’l C onf. for Itinerant E vangelists, 1983.

A. Present Personnel: 

Teaching E lders

C O M M IT T E E  O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S

R uling  E lders  

C lass o f 1988

L e o n F  W ardell, Jam es R iver Jack D. M erry , N ortheast
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T hom as A. C ook , N orth G eorgia 

Henry L. Sm ith , Southeast A labam a 

M orton H. Sm ith , S tated C lerk

W illiam  J. L arkin , J r ..  Palm etto

B. T o  Be Elected:

O ne T eaching  E lder

O ne T eaching  E lder

C . N om inations:

W illiam J. L arkin , J r .,  Palm etto 

, G reat Lakes

C lass o f  1987

Elw ood W oods, N orthern Illinois 

C lass o f  1986

G eorge H . G ulley , J r . , G race

Ex O fficio  

A lternates

D onald E. B oerem a, C entral F lorida

C lass o f  1989

O ne R uling E lder

A lternates

O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1989

D onald A. B oerem a. C entra l F lorida

A lternates

Leland L. N ichols, Jam es R iver

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  C O M M IT T E E  O N  
IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S
W illiam  J. Larkin: assoc prof, C o lum bia G rad School o f  B ible and M issions. Served on Pby. C om m , on 

E xam inations, 83- . B road exp. and acquain tance w ith  evangelical and nonevangelical denom inations. 
E ducational and professional train ing  at W heaton  C o llege, Princeton  S em inary , U niv . o f  D urham  
(E ngland). A ctively involved in E vangelical T heological Society.

D onald E. Boerem a: Served on G A  C om m , on C E /P , and Bd. M em ber o f  G reat C om m . P u b ., 74-76 , In terch . 
R el., 81-83, N A PA R C  delegates several tim es, Frat. Del. to  C R C  4 tim es. Pby. C om m . C E /P , A dm in, 
M in. & His W ork (S. Fla. Pby); M in. & His W ork , 83-85 (C . Fla. P by .). Served the church  effectively  
his assignm ents. Has con tacts  w ith o ther m em bers o f  N A PA R C .

: acad. dean & prof. o f theology & e th ics, C ovenan t T heo. S em .; served  as de legate  from  
R PCES to M N A , 82-84; C hm n. o f Pby. C and. & C reden tials C om m .; com m itm ent to b ib lical ecum enism ; 
interest in doctrine o f unity o f the church  reflected  in doctoral d isserta tion  on  A m erican  Presbyterian  
ecclesio logy in 19th century.

Leland L. N ichols: G eneral C ontractor, served on  several C om m s o f C om m issioners. Pby M N A , 80-81; 
Nom C om  82; Youth & M issions 84-85. M od o f  Pby 81. N om inee has the in terest o f  the C hurch  at 
heart, possesses the experience needed to perform  w ell and w ants to  serve the K ing w ith all h is talents.

C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS

A. Present Personnel:

Teaching E lders

R obert M. Ferguson, Pacific

Paul G ilchris t, T ennessee V alley

R odney K ing, Southw est

Joseph G ardner, J r . , Louisiana

R uling  E lders  

C lass o f  1989

Jo h n G . T hom pson , W estm inster 

C lass o f  1988

W illiam  H uffm an , C entra l C arolina  

C lass o f  1987

John V an V oorh is , C alvary 

C lass o f  1986

H enry G . Sm ith , C entra l G eorg ia

A lternates

Henry J. M ueller, Southw est M ark B elz, M issouri
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B T o Be Elected:

C lass o f  1990

O ne T eaching E lder O ne Ruling E lder

A lternates

O ne T eaching  E lder O ne R uling  E lder

C . N om inations:

C lass o f  1990

V aughn E. H athaw ay, G race M ark Belz, M issouri

A lternates

D avid D ively, G reat Lakes Joseph D. Phelps, Southeast A labam a

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S T O  C O M M IT T E E  ON JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS
V aughn E. H athaw ay: pastor. G A  JB 80-84 (C hairm an 81-84). Pby C and  & C reden tials (B PC ) 69-71; Exam  

& C andidates, 77-83; B udget 78-83. Pby S tated C lerk 83-. Has a deep  interest in church polity . H as a 
capable understanding o f  parliam entary  rules o f  order and fairly capable grasp  o f  the constitu tion  
docum ents o f  the PCA. C alled  on often for const, advice.

M ark Belz: attorney. Served on Pby. C om m , on B ills & O vertu res, 81, Pastoral O versigh t, 83. Practicing 
attorney who has been helpful in assisting  C hristians in d ifficult cases. T rained  theologian  having 
graduated from  C ovenant T heological Sem inary w ith M .D iv . degree.

D avid D ively: pastor. Served on several C om m  o f  C om m issioners. G A  Jud C om m , 81. Pby S tew ardship , 
79-80; Jud C om m , 82, 83; C andidates 83-84. Pby Stated  C lerk , 82. S trong in terest in, study in. and 
experience in area  o f JB and church discip line. S tudies law , prelim  w ork on D .M in  on B iblical Law 
and C hurch D isc. Served as Pby parliam entarian  and M oderator 

Joseph D. Phelps: C ircuit Judge. O utstanding  C ircuit Judge in A labam a. Very com m itted  C hristian  and a 
fa ith fu l, hard-w orking elder. Very active in b iblical C hristian  o rganizations and ou treaches in his com 
m unity.

III. O T H E R  A G E N C IE S  

T R U S T E E S FO R  IN S U R A N C E , A N N U IT Y , A N D  R E L IE F  F U N D

A. Present Personnel:

C lass o f  1990 

D ouglas H askew , Evangel 
Dale S. W hite , Jam es R iver

C lass o f  1989

Earl M orris , Palm etto 
G ordon W . F rost, Southern  Florida

C lass o f  1988 

Robert Van F leet. C entra l Florida 
Jam es Sh ip ley , C entral G eorgia 

C lass o f  1987 

D avid Jussely . G race 
Louis P hilhow er, C entral G eorgia 

C lass o f 1986 

John W . T odd , J r ..  A scension 
M ark R oessler, Southern Florida

B. T o  Be Elected:

C lass o f  1991
Tw o M em bers (T eaching  or R uling Elders o r D eacons)

C . N om inations:

C lass o f  1991
Tw o places w ith tie votes to be settled by the com m ittee  at the A ssem bly
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BO ARD O F TR USTEE S FO R TH E PR ESBY TER IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  FO UN D A TIO N

A. Present Personnel:

C lass o f 1989

Ross Bair, Southern Florida 
David S. H uggins, J r .,  Tennessee Valley 

C lass o f 1988

Thom as Barnes, Southeast Alabam a 
Robert C . Eberst, Southern Florida 

C lass o f  1987 

T . K. Hart, Calvary 
V em on C otten, M ississippi Valley

Class o f 1986

E. Allen D uble, M issouri 
John A lbritton, Southeast Alabam a

B. To Be Elected:

Class o f 1990 

Tw o M em bers (Teaching o r Ruling Elders)
At least tw o o f total are to be Teaching Elders

C. Nominations:

C lass o f 1990

Samuel Bartholom ew , W estern Carolina 
Edwin J. Perry, Central Georgia

BIO G RA PH IC A L SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN EES T O  T H E  B O A R D  O F PCA FO U N D A T IO N
Samuel Bartholomew: Investment and Securities. Pby Int com m  on m inister’s salaries 85-86. G raduated from 

FL Southern, BS in A dm inistration. G rad degree from Rutgers in Banking. Has been the chief officer for 
2 financial service com panies. Presently President o f  Professional W ealth M anagem ent, investm ent & 
financial planning com pany staffed by Christians.

Edwin J. Perry: Attorney at law. Adm itted to practice in all G eorgia and Federal appellate courts. Has been 
deacon, Sunday School Superintendent, chairm an o f C E P com m  and m oderator at his church. Enthusiastic 
and com m itted m em ber o f his church and o f the PCA.

B O A R D  O F T R U STE E S O F  R ID G E  H AVEN

A. Present Personnel:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class o f  1990

G ordonK . Reed, Central G eorgia H ow ardJ. H okrein, Central G eorgia

C lass o f  1989

Edward T. Noe, Philadelphia George F. Fox, Ascension

Class o f  1988

Jaym e S. Sickert, C alvary 
Henry Bishop, G race

C lass o f  1987

R oyceC . W aites, C alvary 
Newton Brooks, C ovenant

C lass o f 1986

George Long, Tennessee Valley Rene Schm idt, Southern Florida

B. To Be Elected:

C lass o f 1991 
Tw o M embers (Teaching or Ruling Elders)
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C. Nominations:

C lass o f  1991

George W. Long, Tennessee Valley Rene Schm idt, Southern Florida

BIO G RA PH IC A L  SK E TC H ES O F N O M IN E ES T O  TH E C O M M IT TE E  O N  R ID G E  H AVEN
George W . Long: retired pastor, Lkt M tn PC. Pby M NA , 83-. GA SIM A sub-com m , 82-85. Elected by 

85 GA  for a one-year term and has attended the only m eeting since. Pby understands that he is eligible for 
a full term  and believes it reasonable and advisable that he be returned to the board. Expressed and 
dem onstrated interest in Ridge Haven.

Rene Schmidt: retired. Served on Com m  of Com m issioners. At present filling a vacancy on the Ridge Haven 
Com m ittee; how ever is eligible to serve a full term , if elected. RE at Coral R idge. C o-founder o f the 
Greenhouse.

B O A R D  O F T R USTEES O F C O V E N A N T  C O LLEG E

A. Present Personnel:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class o f  1989

Robert D. G ray, Delmarva 
W endell G raves, OPC 
W illiam M cK ay, W estern Carolina 
W illiam H. Hall, Central Florida

C lass o f  1988

Herbert C rew s, Calvary 
Jam es E. Bus, Eastern Carolina 
Graham  G utsche, Delmarva

Class o f  1987

Stephen Leonard, M issouri Joel Belz, W estern Carolina
Robert Butterfield, Central Florida 
Clarence Den Dulk, O PC 
M yron Dunton, O klahom a 
Robert Heerdt, Philadelphia 
Jam es K aufm ann, Evangel

C lass o f  1986

W illiam  Barker, W estern Carolina Richard C hew ning, North Texas
Jam es E. Singleton, Pacific Ross E. C ook, N orth Georgia
M orton H. Smith, W estern Carolina Hugh M aclellan, S r . , TN Valley

Earl W itm er, North Georgia

B. To Be Elected:

Class o f 1990

Seven M em bers (Teaching or Ruling Elders)
(Two may be from other N A PA RC denom inations)

C. Nominations:

Class o f 1990

B urtonS. Hom es, Ascension 
Richard C hew ning, North Texas 
David W . Forslund, Southwest 
Scott L. Probasco, J r ., TN Valley 
Hugh O. M cClellan, Tennessee Valley

B IO G RA PH IC A L SK E TC H ES O F N O M IN EE S TO  T H E B O A R D  O F C O V E N A N T  C O LLEG E
W illiam S. Barker: ed. &  publ. o f Presbyterian Journal', served on College Bd, 73-86; served on A d Interim 

Com m , o f G . A ., 84-86; served on Pby. Theo. lid. C om m ., 84- , plus several ad hoc corns.; formerly 
prof. & Dean o f Fac. at College; serves on Exec. Com m . & Acad. Affairs Com m  ; chairs Honorary Degrees 
Com m , o f  Bd.; form er president o f  C ovenant Sem inary.

W illiam  Barker, W estern Carolina 
T hom asG . Kay, W arrior

W . W ayne Curies, Central Georgia 
Douglas M urphy, M ississippi Valley 
J Gary A itken, Palmetto 
John M. M acG regor, North G eorgia

Allen M aw hinney, Pacific 
J. R ender Caines, TN Valley 
Jam es J. Conrad, Southern Florida
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Burton S. Holmes: ret. vice-pres. o f  Trust M kting., Pittsburgh Nat. Bank; pby. treasurer; form erly m em ber o f 
Bd. o f  Trustees, W ittenburg. U ., Springfield, O H ; served there as Pres, o f Parents A ssoc.; desires to serve 
in the PCA w herever his talents can best be utilized.

Thom as G . Kay: pastor, First PC, C entrevillc, AL; served on GA Nom . C om m .. 76; Special Advisory 
Com m , on Stewardship M inistries, 79; C ovenant College B d ., 82-84; served on Pby. M -US C om m ., 75-80; 
Pby CE C om m .. 75-81; Chm n. o f  Pby. Exec. C om m ., 76-79; C hm n. o f Pby. M TW  C om m ., 81-84; 
attended all mtgs. o f  College Bd. in 82; served as first dir. o f church relations for College so had to resign 
from bd ., now back in pastorate so eligible.

Richard Chewning: prof. o f Christian Ethics in Business, Baylor U .; served on GA  C O A , 82-83; Stew ardship,
82-83; Ad Interim Com m , on G A , 84- ; Bd. Covenant College, 73-86; chm n. o f Bd. 13 years.

David Forslund: theoretical physicist; served on GA  Ad Interim  C om m , on N uclear W arfare and Deterrence; 
served o f  Pby. CE C om m .. 82-83; Pby. Admin. C om m ., 84-85; pres, o f bd. o f  Covenant Christian Sch., 
W hite Rock. NM ; PhD in A strophysics, Princeton U; fellow o f Am. Physical Soc., Fellow  o f  Los A lamos 
Nat. L ab., 81- ; ruling elder for 10 years.

Scott L. Probasco: banker.
Hugh O. M acClellan: Chairm an, Finance C om m ittee o f  Provident Life & A ccident Insurance C om pany. 

Served on the Covenant College Board since 1982. Very active on the Advancem ent C am paign and 
Developm ent Com m ittees. He is a general supporter and is devoted to keeping the college strong and growing.

BO ARD O F T R USTEE S O F C O V E N A N T  T H E O LO G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y

A. Present Personnel:

Teaching Elders Ruling Elders

Class o f 1989

Richard W . Tyson, Philadelphia W . Lee Troup, Ascension
R ichardH . Ellingsworth, Delmarva 
Robert F. Struck, Evangel 
Jam es B. O rders, J r . , Calvary 
G. Paul Jones, J r . , Central G eorgia

C lass o f 1988

Charles B. Holliday, Ascension John E. Spencer, Evangel
John W . Buswell, Central Florida
Jam es D. H atch, North Georgia
Rodney D. Stortz, M issouri
Allan M. Baldwin. G reat Lakes

Class o f 1987

Clark B reeding, North Texas 
Lanny M oore, Calvary 
W illiam Thom pson, M ississippi Valley 
Robert N. Taylor, Pacific 

Class o f 1986

Mark E. Pett, Delm arva John B. Lew is, Missouri
Donald Sherow , C RC Robert M orrison, Delmarva
Jam es R W ilkins. Jr . Ixmisiana A rthurC . Stoll, Northern Illinois

Jam es R. W ilkins, J r . , Louisiana

B. T o  Be Elected:

Class o f 1990 
Six M em bers (Teaching or Ruling Elders.)

(Two may be from other N A PA R C  Denom inations.)

C. Nominations:

C lass o f  1990

John A. G rauley, Central Georgia A rthurC . Stoll, Northern Illinois
Granville Dutton, North Texas 
W ill H uisingh, Pacific N orthwest 
Herbert A. H ollender, W . Carolina 

One m em ber still to be nom inated by the com m ittee at the Assembly.

Bill C om bs, G race 
J . Robert F io l, Jam es R iver
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B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  B O A R D  O F  C O V E N A N T  SE M IN A R Y
John A . G rauley: D irector, M iddle G eorg ia  Pastoral C ounseling  C en ter. T augh t since 1960. Teaching 

fellow  at Faith  T S , 60-63; Dean and p ro f at Far E astern B ible C ollege (S ingapore), 64-68; A ssoc P rof 
at B iblical T S , 71-82; V isiting P rof at B iblical TS 82-, served on com m ittees there and has know ledge 
o f  internal w orkings o f a Sem inary . R equested  by Dr. K ooistra.

A rthur C. Stoll: President and C hairm an, Board o f  A rm in Industries. G A  C T S , 64-85. E xp on CTS board 
as T reasurer, C hairm an for 12 y rs. V ice-chairm an for 4yrs, President search  com m  76-77 and 83-84. 
B rings continuity  to the B oard during transition  from  RP to PC A . Dr. K ooistra desires o lder Board 
m em bers to share historical p roblem s and try to  avoid them .

G ranville  Dutton: V ice P res ., Sabine C orp . (O il & G as). Tw enty  years R uling  E lder at C asa  Linda
PC. F ifteen years M issions & B enevolence C om m ittee  (C hm n. 6 yrs ). S eventeen  years T rustee  o f 
R eform ed T heo. S em inary . Six years as A rea C hairm an o f  C oncerned Presbyterians.

W ill H uisingh: President and C h ief Executive O fficer o f T H A W  C orporation  and M ountain Safety
R esearch C orporation  (annual sales over 12 m illion & em ploys approx 200). M anagem ent concept
including  strategic p lanning , form al budgeting  p rocess, participative m anagem ent, incen tives.ob jectives 
and action p lans and contro lled  features for achieving  objectives.

H erbert A. H ollender P h .D .: R etired. A ssist & A ssoc P ro f at B ig T en U for 7 yrs. E m ployed by D ept o f  Army 
for 25 yrs in technical m anagem ent w ith responsib ility  for annual p rogram  o f  over 5 m illion dollars. 
C lose  w orking  re la tionships w ith m ajor co lleges and universities during  career, w orked closely with 
reps o f  Food industry and o ther G overnm ent agencies.

A T T A C H M E N T  A 

Procedures for the C ondu ct o f B usiness o f  
th e N om in ating C om m ittee

W ith the greatly  increased size o f  the N om inating  C om m ittee , now  consisting  o f  40  m em bers, the 
procedure o f having even a one day m eeting , w ith all m em bers o f  the C om m ittee traveling  to a central 
p lace, has becom e a very expensive m atter. A lso , the size o f  this C om m ittee  has becom e unw ieldy fo r the 
kind  o f business that it m ust handle. The C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  has been  charged  w ith studying  the 
w hole m atter, and w ill report their recom m endations to the next A ssem bly. In the m eanw hile, a fter carefully  
review ing the rules for the operation  o f  this C om m ittee , it appears that an actual m eeting  is not m andated. 
For this reason , the O ffice o f the S tated C lerk has prepared these guidelines for the hand ling  o f  the business 
o f  this C om m ittee  by mail this year.

I. T he E lection  o f  C hairm an and Secretary
The E lection  o f  the C hairm an and Secretary shall be done by a  mail ballo t, w hich shall operate  in the 

follow ing fashion:
Im m ediately after the nam ing o f the C om m ittee by the P resbyteries, all o f  w hich is to be reported  to 

the Stated C le rk 's  O ffice no later than D ecem ber 23 , 1985, the S tated C lerk will send the full list o f  the 
C om m ittee  m em bership  to  all m em bers, w ith a ballot and an envelope c learly  m arked “ba llo t"  for each 
m em ber to vote for a C hairm an and a Secretary . T he form  o f  ballo ting  to be used is that know n as the 
single-transferable-vote-system . U nder this system  each person indicates h is first, second, th ird , and fourth 
choices for each  post. The ballots are then counted  as follow s: on the first count all first choice votes are 
placed in separate piles and tabulated . If  no nom inee receives a m ajority , the nom inee(s) w ith the sm allest 
num ber o f votes will be declared  ou t, and his (their) pile o f  votes will be d istributed  according  to  the second 
choice votes. If there still is no e lection , the low est nom inee(s) is (are) again  d ropped , his (their) ballots 
are d istributed  according to the next choice on each  ballo t. If, a fter this procedure is carried  out to the end. 
no one receives a m ajority , the tw o top nom inees shall be p resented  to the C om m ittee  for a final vote.

The opening  and counting  o f the ballots shall be done by the S tated  C lerk , in the presence o f  the 
C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee  o f  A dm inistration  or h is designee, together w ith one o ther person appointed 
by the C hairm an. These three shall attest each  e lection . T he C lerk  shall use certified  mail in distributing  
the ballo ts, and the request w ill be m ade for each  o f  the C om m ittee m em bers to return  them  by the sam e 
m ethod. If  the C lerk has not received  ballots back from  any o f the C om m ittee m em ber w ith in  15 days after 
they are sent ou t, efforts shall be m ade to reach the C om m ittee  m em ber by phone to  obtain  the votes o rally , 
w hich are to be confirm ed in w riting. Failing  th is , the ballo ts shall be counted  at that tim e, w ith a m ajority 
o f  those cast being sufficient for election.

II. T he E lection  o f  N om inees to the A ssem bly C om m ittees and  Boards
The C hairm an and Secretary shall conduct the e lection  o f the nom inees for each  o f  the vacancies in a 

sim ilar m anner. W here there is m ore than one vacancy to be filled  fo r a particu lar com m ittee  o r agency, 
then a larger num ber o f  choices shall be provided so that m ore than one individual can receive a m ajority
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o f votes. T hey m ay use the O ffice o f the S tated C lerk  fo r the m ailing  o f  the ballo ts, e tc .,  if they so desire. 
C ertified m ail w ill again be used. If  ballots have not been  received 20 days a fter they w ere sent, efforts 
shall be m ade to  reach the C om m ittee  m em ber by phone to obtain  the votes o rally , w hich are to be confirm ed 
in w riting as soon as possib le. T he opening  and coun ting  o f  the ballots shall be done by the C hairm an o f 
the C om m ittee in the presence o f the Secretary o r his designee and one o ther person designated  by the 
C hairm an. T hese three shall a ttest each  election .

S ince the C om m ittee m em bers shall be m aking their decisions on the basis o f  the B iographical Sketches 
o f presbytery nom inees, great care should be exercised  in com pleting  the B iographical Sketches on each 
nom inee presented by P resbyteries. The S tated C lerks o f  P resbyteries should  assum e responsib ility  to see 
that these form s are in good order. T hese  should include the reasons for consideration  o f  the individual for 
the particu lar C om m ittee o r B oard. The fo llow ing kinds o f inform ation w ould be m ost helpful fo r m em bers 
o f the C om m ittee to com e to  their judgm en t about the usefu lness o f thee cand idates they have before them :

A ge group (20-30 , 30-40, 40 -50 , 50-70), m arital status (s ing le , m arried , d ivorced , w idow ed), 
p rofessional experience as it applies to the w ork o f  the agency to w hich he is being  nom inated , 
church w ork related to the k ind o f w ork handled  by the agency.

T he Secretary and the C hairm an shall prepare the report o f  the C om m ittee  for the G eneral A ssem bly. 
T his report should include the attestation  o f  the three tellers regarding  the e lections. T he ballots and the 
report on the elections shall be fded  w ith the O ffice o f the S tated C lerk , w here they shall be p reserved until 
a fter the receipt o f the R eport from  the C om m ittee  by the G eneral A ssem bly .

S U P P L E M E N T A L  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  N O M IN A T IN G  C O M M IT T E E  
T O  T H E  F O U R T E E N T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  

RunofT for In su ran ce, A n nu ities, and R elief 
C lass o f  1991

RE R onald H organ, O klahom a 
M r. H organ is an a ttorney w ith an active practice re la ting  to the litigation o f  insurance claim s on behalf 

o f  injured people. A ddtionally , he is extensively  involved in legislative lobbying and investigation o f c laim s 
and studies m ade in the area o f  insurance underw riting , annuities and rate increases. He is considered  to 
be w ell-versed in the areas o f  health claim  underw riting  and consum er advocacy responding to the claim s 
o f  the insurance industry. M ost im portant, he is a com m itted  C hristian  fa ther actively involved in his local 
church as a ruling e lder and Sunday School teacher.

RE J. Edm und Johnston , J r .,  M ississippi V alley 
M r. Johnston is fam iliar with trusts, investm ents and em ployee benefits through banking experience. 

R endered previous valuable service to IAR board and able to  spend tim e necessary . IAR needs banking 
representation o f  the board.

Board o f  T ru stees o f  C ovenant C ollege  
C lass o f  1988 

R eplacem ent for  T E  D ouglas M u rp h y, M ississippi Valley

RE Jam es K enneth D ay, G race 
M r. Day is a teacher. He has developed and established a Latin  and G erm an instructional program  for 

the B rookhaven Public Schools and teaches first and second year courses in each  language. Previously  he 
taught G erm an undergraduate courses at the U niversity  o f N orth C aro lina , D uke U niversity , and the U niversity  
o f Rhode Island. He has served a lso  as C ultural O fficer at A m erican  E m bassies in Europe and A sia. He is 
still active in educational and cultural exchange program s betw een the US and foreign countries. M r. Day 
has served on m any national and in ternational boards for the selection o f high schoo l, co llege, and university  
faculty and students to study abroad. He has received various civic honors from  cities in Europe and the 
US in recognition  o f his activities. M r. Day has a deep  and long-standing  appreciation  o f  scholarly  excellence 
in the A rts and Science and firm ly believes that o n e 's  personal conviction  o f the G ospel m essage and the 
validity o f  the claim s o f  Jesus C hrist are essential to a focused  perspective  o f  hum an as well as divine 
know ledge.

C lass o f  1990

T E  Robert W . B ow m an, C entral Florida 
M r. Bow m an is A ssistant Pastor for School A dm in istra tion , O rangew ood  PC, O rlando , Florida. He is 

com m itted  to C hristian Education  and desires to assist in the developm ent o f C ovenan t C ollege and to serve 
the denom ination  in this capacity .
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Board o f T rustees o f  C ovenant T heological Sem inary  
C lass o f 1990

T E  Jam es R. W agner. M ississippi V alley 
M r. W agner has a strong interest in quality  theological education . M em ber o f  the faculty  o f  R eform ed 

T heological Sem inary for about 8 years w ith tw o previous years o f  service on a part-tim e basis to the 
sem inary He has been very d isappoin ted  in not being asked to serve in som e capacity  o f this sort, and thus 
not being able to share w ith o thers the experience he has been fortunate enough to gain during  his m inistry . 
M r. W agner would like to have som e input for the chu rch , a lthough he has not had the opportun ity  to  be 
active in G eneral A ssem bly m atters due to lack o f  finances.

Signed,
Robert J. O stenson, C hairm an 
TE W illiam  F. Joseph III. Secretary

N O M IN A T IO N S FR O M  T H E  FL O O R

I. P E R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S  

C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  

C lass o f 1990

RE W illiam  J. B onner, New Jersey , to replace RE A nderson Q. Smith

BIO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N
W illiam  J. Bonner: pres. Q uarryville  Pres. H om e; form er assoc, con tro lle r. C am pbell Soup C o .; R E for 

20 years; Bd o f T rustees, Phil. C ollege o f B ible; p res ., bd . o f  trustees, H arvey C edars B ible C onf.: 
m em ber, N at'l A ccountants A ssoc.; form er m em ber N AA N at'l Bd. o f D irectors; g raduate , W harton 
S chool.

C O M M IT T E E  ON M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A  

C lass o f  1990

TE  D avid P N icholas, Southern F lorida , to replace T E  John C. Pickett 

A lternates

TE H arry L. Reeder III, Central C aro lina , to replace T E  C harles M cG ow an

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S FO R M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A
D avid P. N icholas: presbytery M NA chairm an , 3 term s; G A  M NA  C om m ittee  m em ber.
Harry L. Reeder III: blessing o f Lord on ministry as org. pastor; effective service on presbytery M NA comm ittee; 

d iscipling o f 3 effective church planters; m em ber o f  bd. o f W estm inster S em .. thus having access 
to further church planters; participated in p lanting  2 churches.

C O M M IT T E E  ON M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D

C lass o f  1990

RF. W esley D. U lrich , Philadelphia, to replace RE Jam es B anks 
RE L .B  (Pete) A ustin III, T ennessee V alley , to replace RE Jam es Banks 

TE R Laird H arris, D elm arva, to replace T E  R. T hom as C heely 
TE Carl B ogue, A scension, to replace T E  R. T hom as C heely

A lternates

T E  Paul R G ilchris t, T ennessee V alley , to replace T E  T om  R am sey 
(w ho has agreed to resign if e lected)
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B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S EOR N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E
W O R L D
W esley D. U lrich: physician: assoc, m edical d irec to r. FE A . 84-; bd . o f d irecto rs . FE A . 85-; A nnoor 

S anatorium , M afraq . Jordan: s taff physician , '7 2 - '8 l ,  M edical d irecto r. '8 1 - ‘84 , Field coord inato r 
(M TW ), '8 2 - ’83.

L .B . (Pete) A ustin III: developer, con trac to r, RE 1st PC . C h a tt., T N : local chm n. W orld M issions C om m ., 
7 years; GA  M TW  C o m m ., 76-80 and 82-85 (chm n. 77-80 , 82-85; chm n. Finance Subcom m .; 
m em ber. M anagem ent and South/C entral A m erica subcom m s.); m oderato r, PCA I Ith G A . Past 
v ice-p residen t. A ssoc, o f C hurch M issions C om m . T raveled  to m ission fields.

R. Laird Harris: retired; m oderator (P C A ), '8 2 ; prof. Faith Sem . '3 7 - ’56; C o v 't.  S em .. ’5 6 -’8 l ;  lect. N ear 
East Sch. o f  A rchaeology, Jerusalem ; C hina G rad . Sch. o f T heo logy , H ong K ong, '81 ; G erm an 
T heol. S en t., '8 2 - '8 5 . T raveled  and lectured in O rien t, Europe and N ear East.

Carl Bogue: besides having served on the m ission field and tw o term s on the M TW  C om ittee , Dr. Bogue 
has served the church as pasto r involved in m issions, C hristian School S u p t., au thor o f several books 
and publications and num erous GA  C om m ittees.

Paul R. G ilchrist: p ro f., C o v 't C o llege, 67-; bd. o f  d irec to rs, Inst, o f Holy Land S tudies, 75-82; advisory 
subcom m ., M T W , 82-84; bd. o f d irecto rs , W PM , 67-82: m ission trips to Peru, C hile , Spain , M exico 
and U ganda.

II. SP E C IA L  C O M M IT T E E S  

C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

C lass o f  1990

T E  Russell T om s, C entral F lorida , to replace T E  V aughn H athaw ay

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S T O  C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS
Russell Tom s: legal com m ittee . 62-65; m uch experience on jud icia l business.

H I. O T H E R  A G E N C IE S  

T R U S T E E S FO R  IN S U R A N C E , A N N U IT Y , A N D  R E L IE F  FU N D  

C lass o f  1991

RE T om  L eopard , E vangel, to replace RE R onald Horgan

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  ON IN S U R A N C E ,
A N N U IT IE S A N D  R E LIE F
Tom  Leopard: adm in ., B riarw ood PC; C PA ; served 5 vr. term  on IAR B d ., setting m any o f current policies; 

served as chm n. o f  IAR B d.; chm n. o f  A dm in and Insurance C om m , o f  IAR Bd.

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S FO R  T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  FO U N D A T IO N

C lass o f  1990

John A lbritton , SE A labam a, to replace Edw in J. Perry

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S FO R T H E
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  F O U N D A T IO N
John A lbritton: trained as a ttorney; em ployed by bank as head o f  trust departm ent; previously  served as chm n. 

o f Foundation. RE. Trin ity  PC, M ontgom ery , AL.

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F  C O V E N A N T  C O L L E G E  

C lass o f  1990

Ross C ook , C entral G eorg ia , to replace Robert Bow m an 
Al Lut7, G reat Lakes, to replace Burton H olm es 

Jam es S ing le ton , Pacific , to replace T hom as G . Kay 
M orton S m ith , W estern  C aro lina , to replace D avid Forslund
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B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  C O V E N A N T  
C O L L E G E
Ross Cook: pres, and ow ner o f  glass business; grad , o f  US N aval A cad .; has been Sunday School sup t.,

RE; served as trustee o f C o v 't.  C ollege, 4 years; valuable m em ber o f E xec, and Physical Properties
C om m ittees o f  Board o f T rustees.

A1 Lutz: pastor, Tates C reek PC, L exington , K Y ; pasto r for 26 years; org . a C hristian  school in G reenville , 
SC; trustee o f C o v 'T . C ollege, ’7 9 -’85; active on Physical Properties and Student Life C om m ittees.

Jam es Singleton: pastor, C alabasas PC , C A ; served on C o v ’t. C ollege B d. fo r 6 years; arm y chap laincy , 
3 years active and 13 years reserve duty; m oderator o f CA P b y ., ’7 9 - '8 0 ; stated c le rk . Pacific Pby ., 
'8 3 - ’86.

M orton Smith: stated clerk , PCA  G A , ’73-; form er lect. at W estm inster Sem .; form er prof. at B elhaven 
and RTS; served on C o v ’t C ollege Bd. for 7 years m em ber o f  A cad. A ffairs, D evelopm ent and 
Executive C om m ittees.

B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S O F  C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y  

C lass o f  1990

T om  B radford , E vangel, to replace H erbert A. H ollander 
Robert M orrison , D elm arva, to replace G ranville  Dutton 
V em on P ierce , C entral F lorida, to replace Jam es W agner

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y
T om  B radford: RE, B riarw ood PC. C hm n ., Bd. o f  T rustees o f  B riarw ood C hristian School; active in d evelop 

m ent o f p lans for the new  property  and plant. Sunday School teacher. Pres, o f  food brokerage 
com pany.

Robert M orrision: currently  serving as m em ber o f Bd. o f  C o v ’t Sem .; chm n. o f  D evelopm ent C om m ittee . 
RE, C hrist C hurch, A rlington, VA. Expertise in church planting  and apartm ent acquisition  and 
m anagem ent.

V em on Pierce: long acquain tancesh ip  w ith the S em .; retired businessm an w ho has been consu lted  by m ost o f  
our agencies. R E, 25 years. 20 years ago served as chm n. o f Bd. C o v 't Sem . annd C ollege w hen 
they operated under one board . Keen desire to see m en trained  for the m inistry .
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APPENDIX M

REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN AMERICA FOUNDATION TO THE 
FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Fathers and B rothers:
As I w rite my report to you this year, I am particu larly  aw are o f the fact that I am  w alking ground 

w hich has already been p low ed by my predecessor. Pappy H ow land. D uring this year Pappy has gone to 
be with his Lord. H is life and m inistry  have been a blessing  to us all, but I in particu lar have been able to 
see fruit o f his labors w ith the Foundation  and I am  gratefu l to him  for his w ork.

At the beginning  o f  1983 1 set a three (3) year goal for the Foundation  T he goal w as to establish 
$3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  00 in Planned G ifts (those w hich w ould actually  be received by the m inistries in the future) 
and $ 300 ,000 .00  in g ifts actua lly  distributed .

I am  delighted  to report that the results have exceeded the goals: P lanned G ifts o f $ 3 ,3 3 7 ,1 4 2 .0 0  have 
been established  and actual d istributions have been $716 ,8 4 2 .0 0 . I am  very p leased  that the Lord has seen 
fit to give us such a great harvest!

In 1985 1 can report the following:
A. New Planned G ifts Established $362 ,196 . (X)
B The PCA Foundation  was nam ed as Incom e B eneficiary o f a C haritab le  Lead trust w hich is projected 

to distribute $ 2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  to us at the rate o f  $ 100,000 /year for the next tw enty-five (25) years.
C. N ew  current gifts actually  distributed $ 6 5 ,9 0 5 .0 0
D. Total A ctua l d istributions as follows:

1. C hristian E ducation & Publications $ 1 5 ,2 4 8 .0 0
2. C om m ittee on A dm inistration $10 ,2 2 6 .0 0
3. C ovenant C ollege $ 1 4 .2 4 3 .(X)
4. C ovenant T heological Sem inary $ 6 1 .8 4 7 .(X)
5. M ission to N orth A m erica $ 6 5 ,9 2 6 .(X)
6. M ission to the W orld $ 1 5 ,1 8 8 .0 0
7 R idge H aven C onference C enter $ 5 ,1 8 7 .0 0
8. O ther PCA (local PCA churches) $ 9 6 .8 9 7 .(X)
9. O ther (C hristian  M inistries) $ 58 ,0 4 3 .0 0

E. Total D eferred A ccum ulation $ 1 ,2 0 7 ,9 5 1 .0 0

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. As per the d irectives o f the 13th G eneral A ssem bly  the Foundation  Board o f  D irectors has considered

the current m ethod o f  funding its annual budget. C urrently  the budget is underw ritten  equally  by the
four com m ittees and three agencies o f  the PCA. Any undesignated  gifts received  by the Foundation 
are distributed  equally to the four com m ittees and three agencies. It is ou r recom m endation  that this 
funding m ethod is the m ost equitable  for all involved and should be continued through June 1987.

2. The proposed B udget be approved.
3. The tw o (2) regular vacancies o f  the B oard be filled.
4. Each church be encouraged to consider the various w ays the Foundation  can serve them  such as;

sem inars, literature and audio  visual m aterials to educate  their people in effective  giving.
3. Each church be encouraged to participate in the M em orial G ift Program .

Sincerely , in C hrist,
John W . S. H udson
D irector
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APPENDIX N

REPORT OF RIDGE HAVEN CONFERENCE CENTER 
TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. IN T R O D U C T IO N  A N D  IN F O R M A T IO N
Lives are being changed at R idge H aven! Y our C onference C en ter is being used  o f ou r L ord  in continually  

increasing and exciting w ays. A ppropriate program s for age groups from  Jun io rs  (grades 3-6) to K eenagers 
(ages 55-100) are being enthusiastically  a ttended.

Ridge H aven activ ities fall into a num ber o f  categories. Som e conferences are structured  to appeal to 
a specific segm ent across the denom ination . Som e are set up fo r individual P resbyteries. O thers are for 
separate church groups and even Sunday School c lasses. T he design  o f  the build ings and the layout o f  the 
facilities afford w ide flexibility  in handling  d ifferen t size g roups as w ell as a m ixture o f  g roups at the sam e 
tim e.

The T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  restructured  the R idge H aven B oard o f  D irectors into 5 c lasses o f  2 
men each P rior to th is, the B oard had 3 c lasses o f  3. The new  m akeup  o f  the B oard is a w elcom e 
im provem ent. The term s o f  service are now  long enough for each D irector to be intim ately  fam iliar with 
the operation and needs o f  the C onference C enter.

The position o f Program  C oord inato r w as established  during  the year. R ev. F. R hett Sanders fills this 
responsib ility . This has m ultiplied our ability  to serve the denom ination  and individual groups. In addition 
to being a seasoned pastor, he has years o f  experience running  conferences and cam ps. He is frequently  
being used to preach to and /or teach  groups.

A new build ing  \Vith 12 bedroom s with private baths and tw o lounge m eeting  room s w as com pleted . 
This build ing  is nam ed the C assels B uilding, and is the generous g ift o f  an e lect lady in honor o f  her beloved 
husband. T he bedroom  furniture is the gift o f a couple  w ho m anufacture  custom  furniture. A lready dozens 
o f  adults have enjoyed the com fort o f this building.

Several new  program s w ere in itiated through the guidance o f the Program  C oord inato r. R ecognizing 
the need to m inister to the o lder group in the PC A , an O ctober K eenagers K onference and a M ay Spring 
T im ers C onference w ere set up. T hese are a im ed at the 55 years and o lder m em bers. T he response has 
been encouraging  and en thusiastic . C onsideration  is being  given  to having  additional such p rogram s at o ther 
tim es during the year.

A nother new  venture w as to separate into tw o C ollege and C areer groups. Previously  this has been one 
group. The separation proved m ost beneficial. The attendance doubled . T he C areer g roup w as titled “ Young 
Adult C onference for C areer S ingles and C ouples" . From  the response, it appears the singles are a needy 
and neglected group. W e plan to have m ore conferences designed  to appeal to this group. S ingles are not 
only  unm arried people, but in our present society there are unfortunately  m any single parents and they have 
terrific needs. W e hope to help m eet these needs from  a Scriptural perspective.

A nother first took place during the C hristm as holidays. T he R idge H aven C hristm as Special w as designed 
for the Senior High young people. T his too proved to be m ost successfu l. T his will probably  develop  into 
an annual tradition.

The largest groups and som e o f the m ost en thusiastic  are the various Presbytery  W IC  groups w hich 
com e for their annual Fall M eeting. T his year five d ifferent Presbytery  W IC  groups m et here during  the 
beautiful fall co lo r season.

Any successful operation  usually  has g row ing pains and restric ting  needs. T his is true o f you r C onference 
C enter. W ith som e frequency adult groups request space and have to be tum ed  aw ay due to lack o f  bedroom  
facilities. C ouples are not interested in going  to separate  dorm itory  accom m odations. R idge H av en 's  m ost 
urgent need for facilities is for additional bedroom s. At least tw o m ore bu ild ings, each contain ing  tw elve 
bedroom s w ith private baths and tw o lounge areas, are needed im m ediate ly . The adult m inistry  is being 
lim ited by available facilities.

O perating  funds are an even m ore severe lim itation . C urrently  only 190 churches arc contribu ting  to 
the operation  o f R idge H aven. W e are convinced that, if  the M inisters, O fficers , and M em bers o f the PCA 
churches could see first hand the exciting  things ou r Lord does in the lives o f  His people at R idge H aven, 
there would be no lack o f  operating  funds. The true value o f dollars invested in the sp iritual w elfare o f 
youth and adults is im m easurable . Is R idge H aven in your ch u rch 's  budget?

The paving project on State Road # 1 1 3 9  com ing  in from  US 178 is con tinuing . The first 1.4 m iles 
have already been paved. The rem aining 2 .6  m iles are under construction  w ith paving scheduled  this 
sum m er. The trees in the right-of-w ay have been cut and rem oved. A bout half o f  the rem aining grading  
and gravel w ork has been done. This paving project is one o f  the m any answ ers to prayer ou r Lord continues
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to pour out. Space does not perm it exp lain ing  all o f  the th ings G od has brought about in ju s t this one 
project. N ot a day goes by but w hat the hand o f the Lord is ev ident.

The residential lots continue to attract interest. Purchasers range from  young  couples in their tw enties 
to retirees. A third subdiv ision  w ith 45 additional lots has been  opened up. As a g roup these build ing  sites 
are outstandingly  attractive.

II. R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
1. That Sessions and C hurches be encouraged to pray fo r the m inistry  o f R idge H aven, and to take 

advantage o f its program s and facilities.
2. That Sessions and C hurches be encouraged  to acquain t their congregations w ith the m inistry  o f R idge 

H aven and the need for its financial support.
3. That Sessions and C hurches be requested  to include R idge H aven in their annual budgets.
4 That R idge H av en ’s 1986-87 budget be approved as subm itted  through the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra

tion.

R espectfu lly  subm itted ,

N ew ton J. B rooks. Secretary 
R idge H aven , Inc.
Board o f  D irectors
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APPENDIX O

REPORT OF THE 
THEOLOGICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE 

TO THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I. B usiness R eferred to the C om m ittee
A . Exam ination o f  M r. Robert Sw eet o f  Insurance. A nnuities, and R elief, appointee as C oord inato r 

o f M inisterial Relief.
B. E xam ination o f  Mr. Don G ahagen o f M ission to the W orld , appoin tee as C oord inato r o f  Latin 

A m erican M issions.
C. Exam ination o f M r. John Rollo o f M ission to the W orld , appointee as C oord inato r o f Personnel.
D. Exam ination o f M r. D an Porter o f M ission to the w orld , appointee as C oord ina to r o f SIM A .

II. C om m ittee A ction
The C om m ittee exam ined the four above m entioned appointees and susta ined  the exam ination  o f  each. 

REi B ruce K itchen. C hairm an 
T E  Robert S. R ayburn . Secretary
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REPORT OF AD-INTERIM COMMITTEE 
TO STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 

AS TO STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURE 

425 

The 12th General Assembly instructed its Moderator, Dr. James M. Baird. Jr.. to appoint a 6 man 
Ad-Interim Committee to "evaluate and make recommendations" tu this General Assembly as to : 

(a) The structure and organization of the PCA. 
(b) The Judicial Business procedure. 
(c) The functions and coordination of the 4 Permanent Committees. the office of the Stated Clerk. 

and the other General Assembly Committees. 

The 13th General Assembly instructed its Stated Clerk, Dr. Morton H. Smith. to appoint four additional 
members to the Committee. Accordingly he appointed the following as members of the Committee: 

David F. Coffin. Ruling Elder . Mitchellville. MD 
Bruce Ferg . Ruling Elder and Attorney, Tucson . AZ 
George M. Knight Ill. Professor at Covenant Seminary. St. Louis . MO 
Paul G. Settle, Pastor. Greenville. SC 

The other members of the Committee are as follows : 

Frank M. Barker, Jr.. Pastor, Birmingham. AL 
William S. Barker. fom1er President of Covenant Seminary and now Publisher of The Presbyterian 
Journal 
Robert C. Cannada. Ruling Elder and Attorney. Jackson. MS 
Richard Chewning . Ruling Elder and Professor at Baylor University. TX 
Paul R. Gilchrist. Professor at Covenant College and former Stated Clerk of RPCES. Lookout Mountain . 
TN 
W. Jack Williamson . Ruling Elder and Attorney. Greenville. AL 

This Committee invited Dr. Morton H. Smith, Stated Clerk. to be a consultant. 
Following the instructions of the 13th General Assembly at St. Louis , the Committee re-examined its 

mandate and defined the areas of concern it should address as follows: 

I . Philosophical and Theological Basis for PCA structure 
2. Judicial Business Procedure 
3. Representative Assembly 
4. Nominating Procedure 
5. General Assembly Organization and Rules and BCO Revision 
6. The Functions and Coordination of the 4 Permanent Committees . the Office of the Stated Clerk. 

etc . 
In accordance with the instructions of the 13th General Assembly at St. Louis, the Committee solicited 

suggestions and recommendations from presbyteries , sessions and individuals . The Committee held a hearing 
at the General Assembly in St. Louis to receive suggestions . Several members of the Committee attended 
presbytery meetings during the year to answer questions and hear discussions on these issues. In response 
to this solicitation for suggestions. many presbyteries, sessions and individuals submitted suggestions, 
objections and recommendations . Each of these was distributed to each Committee member for study. The 
Committee then discussed such recommendations. objections and suggestions . Careful readers of the Report 
will find significant changes from the Committee's recommendations of last year. a number of which arose 
from these recommendations, objections and suggestions from the church at large. 

As your expanded Committee continued to study and deliberate upon the areas so defined, it continues 
to be convinced of the enormity of its task with all its many ramifications. The Committee believes that 
after a decade of existence , PCA structure and procedure needs some refinement and correction. Your 
Committee is making specific recommendations in three of these areas fo1 action by this 14th General 
Assembly . i.e. (I) the philosophical and theological basis fur PCA structure, ( 2) a representative assembly 
proposal. (3) and a judicial business procedure proposal . Your Committee suggests that these three areas 
should not be looked upon in isolation from the three others which the Committee has under study but upon 
which the Committee is making no specific recommendations at this time . Your Committee feels that it 
needs the response and reaction of the General Assembly to three recommendations submitted herewith 
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before it m akes specific recom m endations in the o ther areas. For this reason , your C om m ittee  asks that it 
be continued fo r another year, to report to the 15th G eneral A ssem bly.

In reporting ou r progress, th inking  and recom m endations, we div ide this report into three specific areas 
for consideration  and action at this 14th G eneral A ssem bly.

TH E  PH IL O SO P H IC A L  A N D  T H E O L O G IC A L  B A SIS FO R  O U R  PC A  S T R U C T U R E

T he C om m ittee is convinced that a fter m ore than a decade o f  rapid grow th  and expansion  w ith m any 
new  people and congregations, the PCA should rethink and restate the foundational concep ts w hich have 
governed the denom ination  from  its inception to this poin t. In the paper attached as E xhibit “A ,"  your 
C om m ittee has sought to restate and refine these foundational concep ts . T he G eneral A ssem bly , how ever, 
is not being asked to approve every  w ord o f the paper but only  to concu r in the final recom m endations and
conclusions as stated therein (IV . C onclusions, L in e s  t o ________ p a g e s ________to  __ _____ _ Exhibit
"A "). Y our concurrence will give necessary d irection  to your C om m ittee  in the o ther areas, w hich the 
G eneral A ssem bly has assigned us fo r study.

R E P R E SE N T A T IV E  A SSE M B L Y

This is an area w hich has evoked m uch discussion  and debate across the C hurch. Y our C om m ittee  has 
sought answ ers to m any concerns such as:

( 1) H ow is the Presbyterian  princip le  o f  representative  governm ent to  be im plem ented  at the G eneral 
A ssem bly level?

(2) H ow can we have an effective and effic ient assem bly  w hen there  are now  m ore than 2500 elig ib le 
to attend?

(3) H ow can we get m ore R uling E lder participation?
(4) H ow can we protect the privilege o f each  T eaching E lder and each  C hurch to  a ttend in its turn 

w ithout discrim ination?
(5) H ow can we develop  m ore effective review  and control o f  ou r G eneral A ssem bly  com m ittees, 

agencies and their staff?
(6) H ow can we best use the G eneral A ssem bly m eetings to inform , inspire and build  a fe llow ship 

am ong our people?

Y our C om m ittee found no easy  answ er to these concerns. But we believe the proposal set out in E xhibit 
“ B" attached is a good starting point and answ ers m any o f  such concerns. A t least, we recom m end that it 
be tried. If it d o e sn 't work it can alw ays be changed.

We point out that there are very significant changes from  ou r proposal last year such as: a “grassroo ts” 
G eneral A ssem bly as now  constitu ted , each  third year, a provision  that a presbytery m ay send one-h a lf o f 
its quota o f teaching  e lders no m atter how  few ruling elders it sends, and an alternative  e lection  process 
w hereby a presbytery may choose up to fifty percent o f its com m issioners from  the p resbytery  at large and 
the o ther from  its rotation rosters.

A lthough the proposed BC O  language in Exhibit “ B " does not specify how  the assem blies should be 
conducted , it is the present opin ion o f the C om m ittee that G eneral A ssem bly C om m ittees and A gencies 
would m ake m ajor prom otional presentations only  at the triennial “grassroo ts" assem blies.

C oncerning  expenses o f com m issioners, ordinarily  the churches and sending  bodies have borne these 
expenses; how ever, it is the opin ion  o f the Ad Interim  C om m ittee  that if this p roposed am endm ent is adopted 
that p resbyteries, as soon as possib le , should m ove tow ard  p resbytery  paying these expenses, as provided 
in BC O  10-6.

JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS P R O C E D U R E

Y our C om m ittee desires a procedure that will give quick  and ju s t answ ers to all parties in terested  in a 
judicia l case  o r com plain t. O ur experience show s that ou r present system  needs im provem ent.

We point out that there is a significant change from  ou r 1985 proposal in this area. In E xhibit "C "  
a ttached , you will notice the provision for the G eneral A ssem bly  to retain  final action on  each  com plain t 
o r ap p ea l.

If this proposal. E xhibit “C ,” is adopted , we w ould subm it recom m ended changes in the R ules o f 
A ssem bly O peration  to im plem ent this procedure.

C O N C L U S IO N

W e hope you can see from  the above that your C om m ittee  has been  d iligent in its w ork and that its 
task is enorm ous. W e therefore m ake the follow ing recom m endations to the 14th G eneral A ssem bly , to  wit:
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1. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the final recom m endations and conclud ing  p roposals o f the paper 
"T he Philosophical and T heological Basis for ou r PC A  S tructu re ,"  E xhibit “A " o f  th is  repo rt, as a 
basis for future c la rifica tion , in terpretation  and refinem ent o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder.

2. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve and send to the P resbyteries for action the p roposed am endm ent 
to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  Section 14-2 as set out in E xhibit “B " o f  this report.

3. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve and send to the P resbyteries for action the p roposed am endm ents 
to  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  C hap ter 15 a ttached  in E xhib it “C ” to this report.

4 . That the A d-Interim  C om m ittee  be con tinued  fo r an additional year to report to the 15th G eneral 
A ssem bly.

R espectfu lly  subm itted 
FO R T H E  C O M M IT T E E
by -------------------------------------------------------------

W . Jack W illiam son , C hairm an

Exhibit A
D E FIN IN G  T H E  P H IL O SO P H IC A L  A N D  T H E O L O G IC A L  B A SIS FO R  O U R  PC A  S T R U C T U R E  

Introduction
T he basic B iblical principles o f  church governm ent, as Presbyterians have com e to understand and 

practice them , are generally  well know n (cf. Preface to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder). S ince only  certa in  ones 
o f  these principles are subject to curren t exam ination  and d iscussion , ou r review  o f  the entire ty  o f  m ajor 
p rinciples will be only cursory , in order to  provide a context for m ore thorough scrutiny o f  those m atters 
subject to current d iscussion , especially  the relations o f graded courts o f  the church.

F ollow ing a survey o f  Scriptural p rincip les, significant R eform ed theo log ians will be cited  on these 
princip les, historical exam ples o f  the application  o f  these principles will be p rov ided , and then conclusions 
will be draw n.

I. Scriptural Princip les
I Jesus C hrist is Head and K ing o f  the church . This princip le is clearly  p roclaim ed in 

such passages as E phesians 1 and C olossians I and 2 and is stated by C hrist h im se lf in M atthew  28:18-20 
as the basis fo r the G reat C om m ission . T he headsh ip  o f  C hrist applies both to the individual C hristian  and 
to every corporate expression  o f  his chu rch , w hether individual congregation  o r the church  universal o r any 
designation  in betw een. T his principle is beyond d ispu te , but needs to be rem em bered  in every  context. 
The church is to be governed according  to those princip les w hich C hrist has estab lished  by div ine right. 
As the Preface to the B C O  says, "A ll C hurch  pow er, w hether exercised  by the body in general, o r by 
representation , is only m inisterial and declarative  since the Holy Scrip tures are the only  rule o f  faith and 
p ractice. N o church jud ica to ry  m ay m ake law s to  bind the consc ience. All church courts m ay err through 
hum an frailty , yet it rests upon them  to uphold  the law s o f Scripture though this ob ligation  be lodged with 
fallible m en ."  As ruling and teaching  e lders in the church o f  ou r Lord Jesus C hrist, we are to function 
a lw ays and only in the fram ew ork o f the princip les regarding church governm ent given  by C hrist in no o ther 
place than Scripture itself: "C hrist, as K ing, has given to H is C hurch  officers , o racles, and ordinances: and 
especially  has He ordained therein H is system  o f  doc trine , governm ent, d iscip line, and w orsh ip , all o f 
w hich are e ither expressly  set dow n in Scrip tu re , o r by good and necessary  inference m ay be deduced 
therefrom ; and to w hich things He com m ands that no th ing  be added, and that from  them  naught be taken 
a w a y ." 1

2. The dynam ic o f  the visible church is the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit w ho indw ells each individ- 
dal C hristian , conform ing us to the im age o t C hrist in his sanctify ing  w ork , em pow ering  us to bear w itness 
to the grace o f G od through the fruit o f the Sp irit, and d istributing  gifts o f the Spirit fo r the ed ification  o f 
the church and the convicting  o f unbelievers. The Spirit o f G od is at work in the co rporate  body o f  believers, 
w hich is corporately  described  as the tem ple o f the Spirit (I C or. 3 :16-17) ju s t as individual C hristians are 
described  as his tem ples (1 C or. 6 :19-20). In a context o f  church  discip line (M att. 18:15-20), C hrist indicated 
that his presence w ould be with tw o or three gathered  in his nam e (v .20 ). In the broadest gathering  o f the 
church in the New T estam ent, at the council ol Jerusalem , the conclusions w ere preceded by: “ It seem ed 
good to the Holy Spirit and to us" (A cts 15:28). Any d iscussion  o f the courts o f  the church  should bear in 
m ind that they are instrum ents o f the sam e Spirit w ho fills each  individual C hristian , all o f w hom  indiv idually  
and collectively  should be subm issive to his leadership  “speaking  in the S crip tu re" (W estm inster C onfession . 
I ,  10).

3. A pervasive B iblical principle is that wc are to be in subm ission  to one another. A m ere listing o f  the 
frequent occurrences o f this adm onition  in the E pistles show s the prevalence o f  this princip le as an expression  
o f the love that is to characterize  C hristians: R om . 12:10: I C or. 16:14-16; Eph. 5:21; Phil. 2:2-4: I Thess,
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5:12-13; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 2 :9-3:9; 5:5. N o one is autonom ous in the C hristian  church , but everyone is 
subject to one another as we are all subject to C hrist. W hile the ind iv idua l's  conscience m ust be subject 
u ltim ately to the W ord o f  G od alone, he m ust respect the collective w isdom  o f  his brethren. W hat is true 
o f  the individual person is true as well o f  the individual congregation .

4. A further B iblical principle is governance by represen tatives, designated  as e lders. C hrist has e s 
tablished officers in his church to w hom  he has bestow ed keys o f  the k ingdom  (M att. 16:15-19; cf. John 
20:21-23). W ith the passing o f the apostles, the pow er o f the keys is to be exercised  by e lders, both teaching  
and ruling (I T im . 3:1-7; 5:17; T itus 1:5-9).

5. The exercise o f this pow er is to  be m inisterial and declarative  o f  G o d 's  W ord and hence w holly  sp ir
itual. Janies Bannerm an has an extended d iscussion o f  the pow er o f  the keys in his The C hurch o f  C hrist 
(II, 194-198), from  w hich the follow ing points are d e riv ed .2 T he keys are usually  understood as tw o , the 
key o f doctrine  and the key o f d iscip line. "In  the instance o f the exercise  by the C hurch o f  the key o f 
doctrine , its right and pow er are to interpret and apply, according to its understanding  o f  it, the sentence 
already pronounced by the W ord o f G od upon the offense w ith w hich it has to deal; exhib iting  before the 
eyes o f the offender, and applying to his case, the judgm ent o f  the Scripture as to the future and eternal 
consequences o f his sin In the instance o f the exercise  by the C hurch  o f the key o f  d isc ip lin e ,it 's  right 
and pow er are, by its ow n judicia l act, to exclude the offender for a tim e, o r perm anen tly , from  the outw ard 
privileges o f the Church.

"But beyond th is ,"  Bannerm an continues, "the C hurch  has no authority  and no pow er. In the case  o f 
the key o f doctrine , the office  and duty o f  the C hurch are sim ply declarative , and no m ore. —  having pow er 
to announce w hat, according  to its ow n understanding o f them  are the decisions o f the W ord o f  G od , as 
applicable to the case in the w ay o f absolving the repen tan t, and condem ning  the im penitent s inner; but 
having no pow er itself, and apart from  the D ivine sentence, to absolve o r condem n. In the case o f the key 
o f  d iscip line, the office and duty o f the C hurch are sim ply  m in isteria l, —  having pow er to adm it to or 
exclude from  the outw ard  privileges o f the C hristian socie ty , according  as it believes that C hrist in His 
W ord has adm itted o r excluded; but having no pow er itse lf to open o r shut the door o f  the invisible C hurch , 
o r to give o r w ithhold adm ission  to the favour o f G o d ."

B annerm an adm its that “ the sentence o f the C hurch m ay be w rong and unw arrantable . In declaring  the 
sentence o f  absolution o r condem nation , the C hurch m ay have erred , and in terpreted  the m ind o f C hrist 
am iss; and if so, the sentence will carry with it no b lessing  or ju d g m e n t."  He stresses the lim itations o f  
this nevertheless s ignificant exercise  o f church pow er: "B ut beyond the forfeiture o f  the outw ard  priv ileges 
w hich itse lf conferred , the C hurch cannot go  in the way o f inflicting penalties. .. The tem porary  suspension 
or the perm anent exclusion  o f the o ffender from  the outw ard  privileges o f the C hristian  socie ty , is the only 
discipline o r judic ia l punishm ent com petent for the C hurch to in flic t."  H ence he concludes: “The authority  
o f  the C hurch is purely sp iritual, and in these spiritual acts its d iscip line is exhausted ."

6. T his spiritual ecclesiastical authority  is to be im plem ented  through a series o f g raded courts. The 
Scripture show s the one New Testam ent church  being organized  in congregations under the leadership  o f 
elders o r b ishops. L ikew ise the Scripture show s, particu larly  in the case o f the council o f  Jerusalem  in Acts 
15, an effort by the one New Testam ent church  to consult as a unified  body in order to achieve a uniform  
position on a m atter o f controversy . O n analogy with the synagogue as a local expression  o f the people o f 
G od and w ith the tem ple and sanhedrin as central m anifestations o f G o d 's  p eo p le 's  un ity , so the C hristian 
church has alw ays recognized  the validity o f  the local congregation  and o f a cen tra l, usually national but 
som etim es in ternational, expression  o f the ch u rch ’s spiritual au thority . W here C hristians have d iffered  is 
on the nature and extent o f the authority  o f that central expression  and also  on the role o f  in term ediate 
expressions betw een that central one and the local congregation . Even C hristians o f R eform ed persuasion  
have d iffered  on these points, C ongregationalists stressing  the independent authority  o f local congregations 
w ithout outside supervision  o f central or interm ediate bodies except in an advisory capacity  and Episcopalians 
stressing the role o f b ishops exercising  prelatical au thority  over local and regional expressions o f  the church 
w ithout elders functioning  in collegial fashion. The la tter is not an issue in ou r current d iscussion , hut since 
the role o f presbytery and o f  general assem bly in relation  to the local church is at the heart o f  ou r current 
concerns, we need to investigate the Scriptural basis for g raded courts in the exercise  o f church authority .

The Jerusalem  council in Acts 15 is d iscussed  at length by W illiam  C unningham  in his H istorica l 
Theology  (I. 43-78), by Jam es Bannerm an in his The C hurch o f  C hrist (II, 325-329), by A lexander T. 
M cGill in his C hurch G overnm ent (478-488), by John M cP herson in his P resbyterianism  (122-127), and 
by Sam uel M iller in his P resbyterian  the Truly Prim itive  a n d  A posto lic  C onstitu tion  o f  the C hurch o f  C hrist 
(62-64). T he follow ing points are o f interest.

T he first point to be noticed is that the w ord "chu rch" in the singu lar in the N ew  T estam ent may m ean, 
not ju s t a single local congregation , but a collection  o f tw o o r m ore congregations in a given  locality . The 
"church  o f  Jerusalem " spoken o f in Acts 11:22 and 15:4. including  by then 5 ,0 0 0  to 10,000 m em bers (cf. 
I C or. 15:6: A cts 2:41. 47; 4:4; 5:14; 6 :7 ), m ust o f necessity  have included several local congregations
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w hich could  scarcely have m et together as one w orshipping  com m unity . T he sam e point could be m ade, 
after the passage o f  tim e for church g row th , for the "church  o f A n tioch ,” the "church  o f  C o rin th ,” o r the 
"church  o f  E phesus.”

W hat happened in A cts 15 is that the church  in A ntioch  w as d isturbed by teachers from  Judea  w ho said 
that circum cision  w as necessary  for salvation . T he ensu ing  debate resulted  in the church  o f A ntioch sending 
Paul, B am abas, and som e others to see the apostles and elders in Jerusalem  about this question  (A cts  15:2). 
R ather than resort m erely to the authority  o f the apostles, including Paul, fo r a so lu tion , the “apostles and 
elders m et to consider th is question" (v .6 ). A fter m uch d iscussion , w ith key speeches by Peter, B am abas 
and Paul, and Jam es, m aking reference both to  actions by the H oly Spirit and to Scrip tu re , the council o f 
apostles and elders reached a conclusion , w ith w hich the w hole church  concurred  (vv . 22 , 23). T he co u n cil 's  
letter to the churches in A ntioch , Syria, and C ilic ia  (not to  ju s t one congregation  in A ntioch - cf. v .4 1) 
refers to  “ requirem ents" that they are to follow  (vv . 28-29), and subsequently  Paul, S ilas, and T im othy 
delivered  "the decisions (dogm ata )’’ o f the Jerusalem  council "fo r the people to obey" (A cts 16:4). Som e 
eight years later Jam es and the e lders in Jerusalem  could  recognize that "o u r decision” had been carried  
out in P au l's  m inistry  (A cts 21:25). H ere we have an exam ple, then , o f  a local o r reg ional church  body 
subm itting  a problem  to a m ore general council o f  the c h u rc h 's  officers , w hose decisions becom e the rule 
for all the churches being established. W illiam  C unningham  concludes: “ It thus a p p ea rs ...th a t the first 
controversy  w hich arose in the C hristian church , and  w hich broke out w hile the church enjoyed  the guidance 
o f  inspired m en, w as taken up and d isposed  o f in such a way as w as fitted and intended to afford general 
lessons as to the m ode in w hich the affa irs  o f the church  should be conducted , a fte r the m iraculous and 
supernatural g ifts o f the Spirit should be taken aw ay” (H isto rica l T heology  I, 64). Jam es B annerm an is 
even m ore positive: “The precedent recorded in the fifteenth  chap ter o f A cts, g ives w arrant fo r m ore than 
the association  in jo in t governm ent o f the o ffice-bearers  o f  neighbouring  c o n g re g a tio n s ,- it  proves, in 
addition , the law fulness o f  a subordination  o f  courts in the C hristian  C h u rch ." (The C hurch  o f  C hrist, II, 326).

It rem ains to describe  the Scriptural ev idence fo r in term ediate church bodies betw een such a m ost general 
council and the local congregation . Jam es B annerm an w rites: “ Further s till, if  it is law ful o r Scriptural for 
the governing  bodies o f d ifferen t n e ighbouring  congregations to associate for com m on counsel and the exercise 
o f  a jo in t ru le , this necessarily  im plies that the m em bers and rulers o f each o f these  congregations singly 
are subject to  the authority  o f  the w hole representative  conven tion . In o ther w ords, such an association 
im plies the subordination  o f  each congregation , and the rulers o f  each congregation , to the com m on and 
m ore general authority  o f the h igher courts. T he princip le  o f subord ination , and the right o f  appeal from  
the rulers o f one congregation  to the ru lers o f m any, are involved in the general p rincip le , that it is com peten t 
and Scriptural fo r the governing  parties o f  the C hurch  to  associate toge ther beyond the lim its o f  an individual 
congregation , for the exercise  o f  ecclesiastical au thority  and pow er in com m on. T he w arrant for C hurch 
courts , m ade up  o f  the o ffice-bearers  o f several congregations for the purpose o f  jo in t governm ent, carries 
with it the w arrant also  for the subordination  both o f indiv iduals and o f  narrow er associations to  the m ore 
general conventions o f  ru lers" (The C hurch o f  C hrist. II, 316-317). D. D ouglas B annerm an in his The  
Scrip ture  D octrine  o f  the C hurch  d iscusses the results o f P au l's  ex tended  m inistry  in E phesus from  the 
indications in A cts 19 and 20 and his epistles: “ It is im possib le to suppose that ‘the C hurch  in E p h esu s,' 
the fruit o f  labours w hich had been so energetic  and long con tinued , and w hich filled such  a place in the 
public m ind o f  the Ephesian peop le , w as confined  w ithin the lim its o f  a single assem bly . T he C hristians 
o f  the c ity , long before the end o f P au l’s three y ears’ m inistry  there , m ust have had several regu lar centres 
o f  m eeting , such as the hall o f  T yrannus, the house o f  A quila, and the dw elling-p laces o f  o ther believers, 
in w hich the apostle  w as w ont to teach  in his labours ka t' o ikous  [from  house to house]. O ne o f these stated 
m eetings is referred to by Paul, w hen w riting from  E phesus to C orin th . He sends C hristian  greetings from 
A quila and P riscilla , and from  ‘the church  that is in their h o u se ’ [1 C or. 16:19] Y et w hen reference is 
m ade to the C hristians at E phesus as a w hole , they are never spoken o f  as ‘the C h u rch es ,' but as 'the  
C hurch ' in that city . T he office  bearers, w hom  the apostle sum m oned to m eet him  at M ile tus, w ere ‘the 
p re sb y ters ,’ not ‘o f  the C h u rc h es ,' but ‘o f  the C hurch at E p h esu s .’ ‘T he flock , in w hich the H oly G host 
had m ade them  b ish o p s ,' and in tending  w hich they w ere ‘tending  the C hurch  o f  G o d ,’ w as one flock, 
a lthough cared  for and fed by them , as good under-shepherds, in d ifferen t m eeting-p laces th roughout the 
c ity ” (p. 523; cf. context on pp. 521-522).

P au l's  farew ell to the E phesian e lders in A cts 20 thus took place in w hat P resbyterians know  as a 
presbytery m eeting. Jam es B annerm an concludes from  such ev idence that the m eetings described  in Acts 
6 :2-6; 13:1-3. and 21:18-26 w ere a lso  p resbytery  m eetings (The C hurch o f  C hrist. II, 329; cf. M cP herson, 
P resbyterianism , 126-127 on the last-nam ed passage). Paul described  T im o th y 's  o rd ination  as having been 
by the laying on o f  hands o f  “ the body o f  e lders” (I T im . 4:14).

There is, therefore , significant Scrip tural ev idence for the existence o f  graded courts o f the church in 
New Testam ent tim es. T he m easure o f  responsib ility  and authority  o f  these various levels o f  church  bodies 
is not defined in de ta il, and it is true that apostles and their delegates (such as T im othy and T itus) were 
still on the scene in a way that p revents the church  today from  reproducing an exact parallel. W e shall next



430 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

look to som e respected  R eform ed theologians for developm ent o f  the Scriptural princip les o f church g overn 
m ent.

II T heological D evelopm ent.
In the m idst o f their debate on the propriety o f  boards o r  com m ittees Jam es H enley T hom w ell and 

C harles H odge nevertheless found m uch com m on ground  on  w hich they  could  agree. T hornw ell said: "T he 
essential features o f our ecclesiastical polity are the parity  o f  the m inistry; the office  o f R uling Elder; and. 
a series o f  church-courts, rising one above another, and cem enting  the w hole body toge ther as one harm onious 
w hole. T h a t.’ says Dr M iller, is a Presbyterian  C hurch , in w hich the Presbytery  is the radical and leading 
judicatory: in w hich T eaching  and Ruling P resbyters o r E lders have com m itted  to them  the w atch and care 
o f  the w hole flock; in w hich all m inisters o f  the W ord and sacram ents are equal; in w hich R uling E lders, 
as the representatives o f the people, form  a part o f  all ecclesiastical assem blies, and partake in all au thorita tive  
acts equally  with the T eaching  Elders; and in w hich , by a series o f  jud ica to ries  rising  one above ano ther, 
each individual church  is under the w atch and care  o f  its appropria te  jud icato ry ; and the w hole body , by a 
system  ot review  and con tro l, is bound together as one hom ogeneous com m unity . W herever this system  is 
found in operation  in the C hurch o f  G od . there is P resbyterianism  ' T he only perm anent o fficers  in the 
C hurch o f  G od. w hich ou r C onstitu tion  recognizes, are B ishops. E lders, and D eacons; the only  courts are 
S essions. P resbyteries. Synods and the G eneral A ssem bly. T hese officers and these courts are treated in 
our C onstitu tion  as abundantly  adequate to m eet all the ex igencies o f  the chu rch , and to do  all that G od 
requires her to do  in her ecclesiastical capacity . W e profess to  trace this system  to the Scrip tures. W e 
believe that it em bodies the leading principles o f  church  governm ent established  by the A postles o f the 
Lord; and we cannot question  its sufficiency w ithout b ringing  a serious and b lasphem ous reproach upon 
the Spirit o f  inspiration" {The C o llected  W ritings o f  J . H  T hornw ell. IV , 148-149).

C harles H odge offered  a sim ilar list o f  “essential features": “ ...th e  fundam ental princip les o f  ou r P resby
terian system  are first, the parity o f  the clergy; second , the right o f  the people to a substantive  part in the 
governm ent o f  the C hurch; and third, the unity o f the C hurch , in such sense, that a sm all part is subject to 
a larger, and a larger to the w hole" (D iscussions in C hurch P o lity . 119). He describes these three principles 
as "jure  d iv ino  |by  div ine right | . That is. that they are clearly  taught in the w ord o f  G od . and intended to 
be o f  universal and perpetual obligation . By this is not m eant e ithe r that they are essentia l to the being  o f 
the C hurch , for nothing can be essential to the C hurch w hich is not essential to salvation: nor is it m eant 
that these principles m ay not. under certain  c ircum stances, be less developed o r called  into action than  in 
o thers" (p. 123).

Robert Lew is D abney later refined the d iscussion  o f  those essential features o f church  governm ent that 
w ere by div ine right: " w here the indw elling o f the Holy G host is. there, under C hrist, is the church 
pow er; and hence, that pow er, so far as it has a hum an seat, resides ultim ately  in the w hole brotherhood 
This church  pow er is to  be exercised  represen tatively , and not popu larly , by the hands o f  equal and 
co-ordinate  p resby ters, acting in all custom ary  cases, not s ing ly , but in presbyterial courts o f  w ide r or 
narrow er ju risd ic tion . All these officers are presbyterially  equal, and all m inisters en joy  a m inisterial parity . 
Precisely three classes o f  official functions are assigned for reaching the great end o f the church, v iz ., the preaching, 
inspection and deaconsh ip . o f  w hich the tw o first m ay be in the sam e hands, so that there  are three  nam es 
o f  o ffice , and no m ore. v iz .. the preach ing-elder, the ruling e lder, and the deacon. T he church is one in 
such sense that a sm aller part is subject to a larger in the L ord, and a larger to the w hole . And last, the 
B ible alone is the authorita tive  statu te-book o f this go v ern m en t."  D abney goes on to describe  the relative 
nature o f  further detail in church  governm ent: "N ow  . we do  not pretend to  find an explic it d iv ine w arrant 
fo r m any details under this p lan . such , fo r instance, as these: that p reachers, and not e lders, shall usually  
m oderate all presbyterial courts: that the num ber o f  courts shall be four, the p a ro ch ia l. d istric t, provincial 
and national p resbyteries, instead o f  three o r five; that som e o f  them  shall m eet sem i-annually  and som e 
annually : that som e th ings they shall do in open court and som e o ther th ings by com m ittee , e tc .. etc . But 
we contend that all these deta ils, undeterm ined by express d iv ine  w arrant, ought to be determ ined by the 
church in strict accordance with the defin ite  charac te r o f the div ine outline . W e do  assert that C h ris t's  
sim ple plan being the dev ice  o f  infinite w isdom , and being expressly  assigned by C hrist to  his church  for 
accom plish ing all the parts o f  the so le function w hich he perm its  her to undertake in the w o rld 's  conversion  
and sanctification , is adequate to that w ork in all ages and circum stance" (D iscussions . II. 122-123).

W hat is at stake in the concept o f  graded church cou rts  is the doctrine  o f the unity o f  the church . H odge 
states: "T his unity is not m erely a union o f  faith  and o f  com m union ; not m erely a  fe llow sh ip  in the Spirit, 
but a union o f  sub jection , so that one part is subject to  a larger, and a  larger to the w hole. T his is a lso  ju r e  
divino  I Because the w hole C hurch is m ade one by the indw elling  o f  the Spirit 2 B ecause we are 
com m anded  to be subject to ou r brethren. .. 3 Because in the apostles, as in the O ld T estam ent C hurch , 
the w hole body o f  p rofessors o f the true relig ion  w ere thus united as one body. 4. B ecause by the instinct 
o f  C hristian  feeling  the C hurch in all ages has striven a fte r this union o f  sub jection , and recognized  its 
v iolation as inconsistent with the law o f its constitu tion" (C hurch P olity. 125).
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M cG ill recognizes ihe need o f  g raded cou rts  for church  unity: “T he unity o f the visible C hurch must 
have these courts o f review  as a reasonable safety . That her great F ounder designed her to be one in outw ard 
aspect as well as inw ard spirit is ev ident from  every sim ilitude used  by him  and his apostles to explain  her 
nature" (C hurch G overnm ent. 457). But he a lso  sees this principle as essentia l to  the purity  o f  the church: 
"The purity o f the C hurch dem ands these courts o f review . The errors o f  a congregation  are m ore baleful 
than those o f  an individual in proportion  to the strength w hich com bination  o r aggregation  g ives to any 
contagious evil; and w ithout som e bond o f  union w ider than that o f  a particu lar church there  w ould be no 
sanction for truth and holiness beyond the accident o f  a m ajority  o f one congregation" (p. 462). The principle 
o f graded courts thus can also  be a pro tection  to the rights o f the individual m em ber w ho m ay be in the 
m inority in a local congregation  (cf. M cP herson, P resbyterian ism , 127-128). M cP herson describes the 
practical lim its o f the unity o f the v isible church  w hich is in view: "It is no ticeab le , that d istinctions in 
church governm ent, m ore than differences in doctrine  have resulted  in separate  church  o rgan izations. W hat we 
say o f denom inational church  unity concerns only such distinctions as church  constitu tions and particu lar 
confessions introduce. W e say that the Presbyterian  C hurch  is one in a sense quite d ifferen t from  that in 
w hich we affirm  that all true believers— all that hold the H ead— are m em bers o f  the one church o f the 
living G od. Practically  the bounds o f a particu lar church are determ ined by subjection  to the one suprem e 
cou rt” (p. 130).

A lthough P resbyterians have d iffered  w ith the R eform ed (as d istinguished from  the P resbyterian) view 
that the h igher courts receive their au thority  from  the low er courts ra ther than directly  from  C hrist, and 
w ould therefore  d iffer with this aspect o f  R eform ed theologian  Louis B erk h o f's  use o f the term  "au tonom ous" 
with respect to the local church; nevertheless he does develop  c learly  the church  pow er that be longs to the 
local congregation  and describes m ore precise ly  the lim its to the pow er o f the m ore general courts. " . . .  the 
Reform ed system  honors the autonom y [that is. the self-governm ent] o f the local chu rch , though it alw ays 
regards this as subject to the lim itations that m ay be put upon it as the result o f  its association  w ith o ther 
churches in one denom ination , and assures it the fullest right to govern  its ow n internal affairs by m eans 
o f its officers. At the sam e tim e it also m aintains the right and duty o f the local church to unite w ith o ther 
sim ilar churches on a com m on confessional basis, and form  a w ider organ ization  for doc trina l, jud ic ia l, 
and adm inistrative purposes, w ith p roper stipu lations o f m utual obligations and rights. Such a w ider o rg an i
zation undoubtedly  im poses certa in  lim itations on the autonom y [that is, the self-governm ent] o f  the local 
churches, but also  prom otes the grow th  and w elfare  o f  the churches, guaran tees the rights o f  the m em bers 
o f the C hurch , and serves to give fu ller expression  to the unity  o f the C hurch” (System atic  T heo logy , 584).

B erkhof describes the relative self-governm ent o f  the local church in strong term s: “ ( I ) That every  local 
church is a com plete church o f  C hrist, fully equipped w ith everyth ing  that is required  for its g o v e rn m en t....
(2) T hat, though there can be a p roper affiliation  o r conso lidation  o f contiguous chu rches, there m ay be no 
union w hich destroys the autonom y [that is, the self-governm ent] o f  the local church . H ence it is better not 
to speak o f c lasses and synods as h igher, hut to describe  them  as m ajor o r m ore general a ssem b lie s .... (3) 
That the authority  and prerogatives o f the m ajor assem blies are not unlim ited  ... (4) That the autonom y 
[that is. the self-governm ent] o f the local church  has its lim itations in the relation  in w hich it stands to the 
churches with w hich it is affiliated , and in the general interests o f the affiliated  church . .. N o single church 
has the right to d isregard  m atters o f m utual agreem ent and o f com m on in terest. T he local g roup m ay be 
even called  upon occasionally  to  deny itse lf for the far g rea te r good o f the C hurch  in general " (p p . 589-590).

B erkhof then describes the p roper ju risd ic tion  and authority  o f  the m ajor assem blies: “O nly  ecclesiastical 
m atters belong to their p rovince, such as m atters o f doctrine  o r m orals, o f  church governm ent and d iscip line, 
and w hatever pertains to the preservation  o f unity  and good order in the C hurch o f Jesus C hrist. M ore 
particularly , they deal with ( I ) M atters w hich , as to  their nature, belong to the province o f a  m inor assem bly , 
but for som e reason o r o ther cannot be settled there; and (2) M atters w hich , as to their n ature , belong to the p ro 
vince o f a m ajor assem bly , since they pertain  to the churches in general, such as m atters touching  the 
C onfession , the C hurch O rder, o r the liturgy o f  the C h u rch ."  He concludes: “T he m ajor assem blies do  not 
represent a h igher kind o f pow er than is vested in the consistory  o r session. .. At the sam e tim e their 
authority  is greater in degree and w ider in extent than that o f  the consisto ry . C hurch  pow er is represented  
in g rea te r m easure in the m ajor assem blies than in the consisto ry , ju s t as aposto lic pow er was represented
in greater m easure in tw elve than in a single apostle [cf. A cts 15] M oreover, the authority  o f  the m ajor
assem blies does not apply to the single church on ly , but extends to all the affiliated  churches. C onsequen tly , 
the decisions o f a m ajor assem bly  carry great w eight and can  never be set aside at w ill. .. These decisions 
are authorita tive , except in cases w here they  are explic itly  declared  to be m erely advisory . They arc binding 
on the churches as the sound in terpretation and application  o f the law . —  the law o f  C hrist, the K ing o f 
the C hurch . They cease to be binding only w hen they are show n to be contrary  to  the W ord o f  G od" (pp. 
591-592).
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III. H istorical D evelopm ent in A m erica
W hile the authority  o f C hrist is m anifest at every  level o f the courts o f the church , the history  o f 

Presbyterianism  in A m erica d isp lays a developm ent o f church courts from  the local congregation  to the 
p resbytery , the synod, and the general assem bly. Lefferts L oetscher, in describ ing  the form ation  o f  the first 
A m erican presbytery in 1706, says that an " im portant feature o f  this first p resbytery  w as that it w as organized  
'from  the ground u p , ' not 'f ro m  the top  d o w n ,' as w as the P resbyterianism  o f  Scotland w hich had been 
adopted by Parliam ent and im plem ented by the G eneral A ssem bly . In A m erica , on the con tra ry , the h igher 
jud ica to ries  w ere created by the low er, establish ing  the m ore dem ocratic  nature o f  A m erican P resbyterianism , 
and strengthening the concept that undelegated pow er rem ain in the p resby teries, not in the h igher jud ica to rie s” 
(A B r ie f H istory o f  the P resbyterians, 3rd e d ., 61-62). At the sam e tim e, it has been argued , in Sam uel J. 
B aird 's  C ollection  (1858, pages 264-265) that “the G eneral A ssem bly  is not a body created  by the voluntary 
union o f P resbyteries and Synods, as is som etim es assum ed , but itse lf the orig inal body , w hence they have 
derived  their ex istence and p o w ers.” Baird describes the orig inal organ ization  o f  the first A m erican  presbytery 
in 1706 and the design  o f its organization  to carry on the w ork o f  m issions. Then he argues that it w as not 
en titled  “T he Presbytery o f Ph ilade lph ia ,” but s im ply “The Presby tery” —  hence, a G eneral P resbytery. 
Subsequently , in 1716, it created out o f itse lf four subordinate p resby teries  and assum ed  the nam e o f  "T he 
S y n o d .” Thus, w hile there w as a historical developm ent from  congregation  to  p resbytery  to synod , there 
w as a continuity  o f  a h ighest court from  general p resbytery  to a general synod to an eventual general assem bly .

C harles H odge says o f  the general synod in existence betw een 1758 and 1788: “T he Synod exercised  
a general supervision over their m em bers and P resbyteries, designed to secure adherence to the ru les o f  the 
church , and the p roper d ischarge o f  ecclesiastical du ties” (C onstitu tiona l H istory  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch , 
II, 342). The m anner by w hich this supervision w as norm ally exercised  w as upon in itiative from  below : 
“T he Synod , as the h ighest jud icato ry  in the church , w as frequently  called upon to  decide references, 
com plain ts, o r appeals from  the low er cou rts” (II, 344). T he G eneral A ssem bly  w as form ed upon a resolution 
by the Synod in 1786 (II, 408).

R ecent Presbyterian history has evinced situations in w hich local congregations have felt com pelled  by 
conscience to renounce the authority  o f a denom ination  w hich has departed  from  B iblical truth in order that 
they m ight be faithful to their Lord. K enneth H om er describes this m odem  situation: “W hen doctrinal o r 
m oral evil exists in a church  o rgan ization , it ought to be dealt w ith by p roper d iscip linary  m easures, but 
when that evil is so firm ly entrenched in the organization  that it is im possible to deal w ith it, the only 
Scriptural course for the believer is to  'c o m e ...o u t from  am ong them  and b e ...  s ep a ra te ,' and to build  anew  
(II C or. 6:17). This is w hat happened at the R eform ation  led by M artin Luther in the sixteenth  century; 
and this is w hat is happening in the tw entieth  century again  as the great Protestant church o rganizations 
have been so com pletely  taken over by m odernistic  unbe lie f that it is im possible to carry out effective 
discip linary  action against it. G od is today calling H is people to separate them selves from  this apostasy and 
to build anew  the testim ony o f the L o rd .”

H om er continues: “ In the rebuild ing  p rocess, m any o f the L o rd ’s people have reacted against the apostate 
church organizations from  w hich they have w ithdraw n and have shied aw ay from  any future church o rgan i
zation that goes beyond the local church. W e have seen , how ever, from  this study o f B iblical princip les o f 
church governm ent that in the early  church several congregations w ere g rouped together under a presbyterial 
governm ent and there is ev idence o f a gradation o f  jud ica to ries  em bodying the princip le  o f  the subordination  
o f  courts. T o  be truly B iblical in church o rgan ization , therefore , the reorganization  o f  the separated  church 
should take place along these lin es .” (B ib lica l C hurch G overnm ent, 43).

IV . C onclusions
The follow ing conclusions may be draw n from  the previous m aterial:
1) T he basic unit o f the church o f our Lord Jesus C hrist is the local congregation  under the governance 

o f  a body o f e lders, ruling and teaching, w hich we com m only  know  as the session . W hile the teaching  
e lder o r pasto r has the responsibility  o f the regular m inistry  o f  the W ord and sacram ents and the conduct 
o f  w orship , jo ined  with him  in the responsibility  o f shepherding  the flock are the ruling e lders. T ogether 
they are to m ake discip les o f  those in the context o f the church , adm itting  to m em bersh ip  and exercising  
discip line. T he PCA recognizes the m easure o f self-governm ent that the local congregation  exercises in that 
it ow ns its ow n property and m ay leave the denom ination  for reason sufficient unto itself. (B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder, 25-8, 9 , 10, 11. 12).

2) The pattern for the structure o f the church laid dow n in the New Testam ent is one o f a series o f 
graded courts , designed for the w elfare o f  the w hole church , its doc trine , w orship , and life, and for the 
benefit o f  its individual m em bers. Just as an individual C hristian , even though in his liberty  his conscience 
is bound only by the W ord o f the L ord, is still to be in subm ission to the brethren; so too  the local 
congregation , though having a large m easure o f self-governm ent, is to be in subm ission  to  o ther churches 
in the Lord. This is fo r the sake o f the unity o f  the church and also  fo r its purity . F ellow ship  w ith neighboring
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churches, but also w ith m ore num erous and rem ote chu rches, can  streng then  the m utual testim ony o f  such 
churches as well as serve to provide a constructive check on  the doctrine  and life o f each  individual church . T he 
authority  o f  such corporate co llections o f  churches is sp iritual —  that is, m inisterial and declarative  o f 
G o d ’s W ord. The u ltim ate m easure o f discip line they can exercise  is expulsion  from  the fe llow sh ip  —  not 
an insignificant m easure if  indeed the b inding  and loosing is in accord  w ith that w hich is done in heaven.

3) T he actions o f the general assem bly , like those o f  the council o f  Jerusalem  in A cts 15, are 
authoritative for the local churches unless indicated  as m erely  adv isory , but such m atters should com e to 
the general assem bly  upon the in itiative o f the local churches o r p resby teries o r should  pertain  to those 
m atters o f  general concern  to all the churches, such as the doctrinal standards o f  the denom ination  o r its 
order and w orship. The general assem bly , by its com m ittees and agencies, m ay also be able to expedite 
the denom ination ’s coordinated  efforts to carry out the G reat C om m ission .

4) The regional council, o r p resby tery , has the responsib ility  fo r the m utual care o f  the m inisters 
in its area and also the constructive  supervision  o f  the churches in the reg ion . Just as the Lord assigned to 
Peter the task o f feeding the lam bs, tending  the sheep , and feeding  the sheep (John 21 :15-17), so Paul 
assigned to the e lders o f  the p resbytery  o f Ephesus the responsib ility  o f tak ing  heed to  them selves and o f 
tending  the flock over w hich they w ere appointed overseers . A m ajor assignm ent o f  the presby tery  is the 
adm ission  o f  m en to the m inistry , and the p resbytery  should  con tinue to  exercise  positive d iscip line  am ong 
its m inisterial m em bers for the sake o f the flocks w hich they  tend and feed. A lso  for the ed ification  and 
effectiveness o f the local church , the p resbytery  should  actively  care  for all the churches w ithin its bounds, 
norm ally acting upon the in itiative com ing from  the local church , but a lso  conducting  periodic  review  for 
the spiritual health o f the congregations. In any case the p resbytery  cannot intrude upon the local ch u rch 's  
authority  to  adm it its ow n m em bers upon credib le profession  o f  fa ith , to  choose its ow n officers according  
to the standards o f  doctrine  and order o f the denom ination , and to  e lect its ow n m in ister w ith the approval 
o f presbytery . H ow ever, the presbytery m ay exercise  its ecclesiastical au thority  in the area o f  rev iew  and 
control as described  in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  and in accordance w ith Scrip tures. O nce again , the 
ultim ate m easure o f  discip line in such cases can only be expulsion  from  the fellow ship  o f the church , 
significant as that is if  the binding  and loosing accords w ith that in heaven.

T hom as W itherow  in h is The A posto lic  C hurch: W hich Is It?  argues that the p resbytery  is the distinctive 
genius o f the P resbyterian  system  o f  church  governm ent w hich is lacking in m ost o ther denom inations: “ In 
the A postolic C hurch  there w as recognized the priv ilege o f  appeal and the right o f  governm ent. T his privilege 
is not only adm itted , but it is one o f  the m ost d istingu ish ing  princip les o f Presby terian ism . Should  any 
d ifference arise in a congregation , the m em bers are com peten t to settle the m atter w ithout appea l, if they 
please; but, should this fail, it is equally  com peten t for them  to re fer the w hole m atte r, e ithe r fo r advice or 
decision , to the assem bly  o f  e lders m et in p resbytery . The highest ecclesiastical court know n to  the system  
is the P resbytery , the S ynod  being  the nam e usually given  to the p resbytery  o f  a p rov ince, and the G enera l 
A ssem bly  being  the nam e that convenience has attached to the p resbytery  o f  a nation” (p. 69).

W itherow  sum s up: “ .. .there can be no doub t that the Presbyterian  form  o f governm ent, in com m on with 
that o f the A postolic  C hurch , secures to the people  the r igh t o f  appea l to the assem bly  o f  elders, an d  grants  
to the assem bly  o f  e lders the right o f  g overnm ent —  a priv ilege w hich , as far as know n to us, is en joyed 
by no denom ination  that is no t, in point o f  governm ent, P resby terian” (p. 70).

W ithout d im inish ing  the authority  o f the local cong regation , as the basic unit in the church  o f Jesus 
C hrist, the PCA should seek to  m ake m axim um  use o f  the p resby tery , the d istinctive  genius o f  the Presbyterian  
insight into B iblical church governm ent, to expedite  the carry ing  out o f  the G reat C om m ission . A presbytery  
is ideally suited to bring  together the energies and w isdom  o f  the local churches in a m etropolitan  area  o r 
in a relatively com pact region. As the PCA  grow s in to  a strong N orth A m erica testim ony , it finds itse lf 
able to function as strong presbyteries in m ore and m ore locations. C hurches can thus cooperate in the 
deploym ent o f  specialists in evangelism , C hristian  education , counse ling , o r m usic  that no  one o f  the 
churches m ight o therw ise be able to  afford . In cooperation  w ith the com m ittees o f  the general assem bly , 
presbyteries could  generate  cand idates for the m inistry  and the m ission fie ld , thus further fu lfilling  the G reat 
C om m ission  beyond their boundaries, indeed around the w orld.

D efin ition  o f  th e P C A ’s C urren t Problem : O n the one hand , a c o ng regation ’s ow nersh ip  o f its property  
and prerogative to leave the denom ination  fo r reasons sufficient to itse lf im ply a degree o f autonom y for 
congregations. O n the o ther hand , the ju risd ic tion  o f  a presby tery , and the general assem bly , over the 
spiritual w elfare o f the churches w ithin its bounds involves a sp iritual responsib ility  in in terpreting  and 
applying the W ord o f  G od to local situations. T he m ain illustration  o f  the potential conflic t betw een 
congregations and the h igher courts o r broader councils o f the church com es in cases o f  d iscip line. Is there 
any way for a h igher court to enforce its decision  contrary  to  a low er court apart from  expelling  the low er 
court from  its m em bership? W hat process is to be pursued if  a h igher co u rt’s decision  is not fo llow ed by 
a low er court? H ow  can the spiritual responsib ility  o f p resbytery  and general assem bly  be m aintained  
consistent w ith a co ng regation 's  ow nership  o f  its property and m aintenance o f its prerogative  to leave the
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denom ination  for reasons sufficient to itself? H ow  can such results be achieved w ithout involving the civil 
courts?

T ow ard s a Solution: Scripture appears not to envision  the k ind o f problem  w ith w hich we are concerned. 
O n the one hand , the New Testam ent assum es that C hristians will be in subm ission to the w ill o f  the 
collected  body o f the church —  as expressed , fo r exam ple, in such a gathering  as w as held in Jerusalem  
in A cts 15. O n the o ther hand , there is no indication o f such a gathering  being concerned  w ith the property  
o f  local churches o r in coercing  a local congregation  that w ould disagree  with the decision . If a local church 
had d iffered  w ith such a decision , the pattern d isclosed  in the B ook o f  A cts w ould have been for further 
d iscussion to take p lace, in a sim ilar council if possible; and then if d ifference con tinued , one w ould  suppose 
that the local congregation  w ould subm it to the will o f  the w ider body o f  be lievers, o r else depart from  the 
fe llow ship. In the eventual history o f  the church , o f course, the la tter has occurred  often enough , all o f us 
as P rotestants and as m em bers o f  the PCA  being part o f  m ore than one such division .

In the N ew  T estam ent there w as anticipation  o f d ifferences, but the assum ption  is that a m inority  w as d ev ia 
ting from  the position  established  by the A postles and their generation . W hen such a deviation  occurred , 
the A postle Paul w as sw ift to pronounce judgm en t (I C or. 5 :3 -5 , 11-13). It is true that the church  o f  C orinth 
was called upon itse lf to render the judgm en t o f the im m oral m em ber. But Paul continued to be concerned 
w ith and involved in the carry ing  out o f the d iscip line  (II C or. 2:5-11). O ne can only  speculate on the 
outcom e if  the local c h u rch 's  action had d iffered  with P a u l's  verdict.

In I and II T im othy we m ay see a pattern in w hich the exercise o f  d iscip line  in the church o f  E phesus 
places Paul in a position analogous to that o f the general assem bly  o f the PCA and T im othy in a position 
analogous to that o f a presbytery . T im othy is told by Paul to com m and m en no longer to teach  false doctrine 
(I T im . 1:3). He is to point things out against false teaching , but also to com m and and teach  (I T im . 4 :1-2 , 
6 , 11). He is to com m and the rich to be generous (I T im . 6 :17-18). He is to exhort with respect ra ther than 
rebuke harshly: nevertheless, elders w ho sin are to be rebuked publicly  (I T im . 5 :1 -2 , 19-20). All o f this 
is in context o f P au l's  having "handed  over to Satan" H ym enaeus and A lexander " to  be taught not to 
b lasphem e” (I T im . 1:20). It is c lear that discip line is to be conducted  first by m eans o f  persuasion . T im othy 
is to furnish an exam ple o f gently  instructing those w ho oppose (II T im . 2:25), w hose folly will becom e 
clear to everyone (II T im . 3:8-9). C orrection  and rebuke are to be done through the W ord (II T im . 4 :2 . cf. 
3 :16). But those w ho oppose, like H ym enaeus and A lexander, are c learly  regarded as outside the fellow ship  
o f believers (II T im . 2:17, 4 :14-15). A lthough no physical o r m aterial penalty  is inflicted , obviously  a 
spiritual authority  is to be exercised .

In like fashion T itus, in the church  o f C rete , is to encourage and rebuke w ith all au thority  (T itus 2:15). 
R ebellious people m ust be silenced; T itus is to rebuke them  (1 :11 , 13). H is exam ple is to sham e those who 
oppose (2:7-8). A fter tw o w arnings he is to have nothing to  do  with the d iv isive  person (3:10).

In A m erican  Presbyterian history there is precedent fo r a p resbytery  to try ruling elders (1825 - P resby
terian D igest o f  1938, vol I, p. 90), and to direct an e lder to cease acting , w ithout the request o f  session 
o r o f m em bers o f the church (1869, O ld School - P resbyterian  D igest o f  1938, vol. I, pp. 231, 476  - cf. 
J. A spinw all H odge. W hat is P resbyterian Law  as D efined  by the C hurch C ourts?  (8th e d .,  1899], 230-232 , 
133, 57-59 , 317). The Southern C hurch decided  that a p resbytery  m ay disso lve the relation  betw een a ruling 
e lder and a congregation  w ithout deposing  (1894 - D igest o f  the A cts a nd  P roceedings o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly  o f  the P C U S, 1861-1944, p. 100). In an ex trem e case a presbytery could  disso lve a session (1842 
- P resbyterian  D igest o f 1938, vol. I, p. 233). In the Southern C hurch the congregation  w ould be afforded 
opportunity  to be heard prior to any d isso lv ing o f the church by a presbytery (1936 - D igest o f  the . PC U S. 
1861-1944, p. 105). A lso the h igher jud ica to ries  could  institute process in cases in w hich the low er have 
been d irected  to do  so and have refused o r neglected  to obey (1877 - P resbyterian  D igest o f  1938, vol. I. 
pp. 251-2). The Southern C hurch concluded: "In  answ er to the. . .question , relative to the nature and authority 
o f  our d ifferen t church courts , the assem bly w ould say that the nature and authority  o f  all ou r church courts 
are the sam e, so far as the bounds o f these  respective courts ex tend , subject, o f  cou rse , to  the provisions for re
view  and control o f  the low er courts by the higher. The pow er o f  the w hole is in every  part, but the pow er 
o f the w hole is over the pow er o f every  part" (1879 - D igest o f  the. . .P C U S, 1861-1944, p. 76).

The PC A , having consciously  m ade a d istinction betw een ecclesiastical and civil au thority  in the Book  
o f  C hurch O rder { e .g .  property shall belong to the local congregation  w hich m ay also  leave the denom ination  
for reasons sufficient to itself), is not bound to follow  these precedents from  A m erican P resbyterian  history 
to the extent that they involved a confusion  o f c iv il and ecclesiastical au thority . Som e m eans o f  preserving 
the Presbyterian distinctive o f the spiritual au thority  o f  the courts o f the church , how ever, m ust be m aintained 
w hile a lso  safeguarding the above-sta ted  prerogatives o f  the congregation . C ivil au thority  o r c iv il pow er as 
used in this paper m eans any authority  or pow er that w ould require  the use o f civil laws o r civil courts to 
enforce any judgm en t, decision , o r order o f  a congregation , p resbytery , or the G eneral A ssem bly if  the 
person or en tity  to w hom  the judgm en t, decision , o r order is addressed  refuses to accep t, ab ide by , and 
take such action as m ay be necessary  o r appropriate to put into effect, such ju dgm en t, decision , o r order.
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Final R ecom m endations: The church  session , the p resbytery  and the general assem bly  are g iven  certain  
pow ers o f discip line in the B C O  chapters 12, 13, and 14 dealing  w ith these specific  courts . In addition , 
BC O  Part II sets out in detail the Rules o f  D iscip line. T here  seem  to be som e conflic ting  prov isions betw een 
those pow ers set out in those B C O  chapters dealing  w ith the individual courts and those con tained  in the 
Rules o f  D iscipline. T hese need to be reconciled  and redrafted  w here necessary  so that they are consistent 
with the princip les set out above.

T he R ules o f  D iscipline provide for tw o types o f  cases w here an individual is invo lved , i.e . (1) cases 
o f process and (2) cases w ithout process. The difference in the tw o types is that a “case  o f p rocess” is 
w here an individual is accused o f an offense and a trial is held thereo f, and a “case w ithout p rocess” is 
w here an individual com es forw ard on h is/her ow n and m akes h is/her o ffense know n to the court and a 
judgm ent is rendered w ithout a trial.

T he B C O  chap ter 30 sets out the judgm en t o r censure  the court m ay render in both types o f cases. The 
court m ay acquit the accused  o r it may inflict one o f the fo llow ing judgm en ts  or censu res , to  wit:

(1) A dm onition,
(2) Suspension,
(3) E xcom m unication ,
(4) D eposition.

The BC O  speaks o f a “case  o f  process” as a “jud icia l case” and we w ill so use the term  herein.
W e w ould like to illustrate the princip les o f  this paper as they apply to a jud icia l case , indicating  the 

various possib ilities w hile not necessarily  approving  o r sanctioning all o f  them , especially  w here the w ords 
“possib ly” o r “ m ight” are used. If a charge is brought by an individual against ano ther ind iv idual, it is 
heard by the session o f the accused . If the session inflicts a censure  on the accused , the accused  (1) ordinarily  
shall accept the censure o r (2) may appeal the judgm en t o f  the session  to the p resbytery  o r (3) possib ly  
m ight w ithdraw  h is/her m em bership  from  the church under its censure  o r (4) possib ly  he/she m ight do 
nothing. If the accused does nothing, w hat m ay the local session do?  A fter seeking to counsel the accused 
to com ply , the local session m ay term inate the m em bersh ip  o f the accused  in the local c h u rch .3 If the 
session acquits the accused , the accuser m ay (1) accept the judgm en t o r (2) appeal the decision  to presbytery . 
If a m inister is accused o f  an o ffense , his presbytery shall have orig inal ju risd ic tion  o f the case and sim ilar 
options are open to the accused  and accuser on the rendering  o f  a judgm en t o f the presbytery .

The BC O  further prov ides, in chapters 39 to 43 , m odes in w hich the p roceedings o f  low er courts com e 
under the supervision  o f  h igher courts. T hese are:

(1) Review  and C ontro l.
(2) R eference,
(3) A ppeal,
(4) C om plain t.

It seem s that m ost confusion  has arisen regarding  the instances w here p roceedings o f a low er court com e 
under the supervision  o f  a h igher court. A ppeals and C om plain ts seem  to have been handled  w ithout too 
m uch difficulty  as to procedure. The g reatest confusion  seem s to have arisen under the m odes o f  “ Review  
and C ontro l" and “R eference .” M uch o f  this confusion  seem s to  be over w hat authority  the h igher court 
has over the low er court to enforce its judgm en ts and p ronouncem ents.

The courts o f  the PCA  have a spiritual/m oral re la tionsh ip  w ith one ano ther with regard to their separate 
responsib ilities, au thority , and accountability  but they have no c iv il au thority , responsib ility , o r accountability  
tow ard one another even though each o f them  does have a c ivil re la tionsh ip  w ith the state w ith regard  to 
their p roperty , charters o f  incorporation , and o ther state and /or federal law s. The h igher courts m ay not 
proceed in such a way that w ould constitu te civil action on behalf o f  a congregation  w ithout a form al vote 
o f  the congregation . In order to be e ffective , any such civil action m ust be with the consen t or approval o f 
the congregation , w hich consent o r approval is given in accordance w ith the civil law s under w hich the 
congregation  is organized.

A lthough there have been perennial differences in historical Presbyterian  in terpretation  o f the relative 
authority  o f church  courts , we believe that in the area  o f  spiritual d iscip line  even the A postle  Paul, w hile 
able as an apostle to p ronounce judgm ent from a d istance , called  on the church in C orin th  to m ake and 
im plem ent the discip linary  decision  them selves (I C or. 5:1-5). A lthough he could  exercise  sp iritual d iscip line 
by virtue o f  his apostolic authority  (II C or. 13:2.10; 10:2 ,6), we believe his exam ple o f calling  on the level 
o f  the church with original ju risd ic tion  to  carry out the discip line provides the pattern for au thority  in 
ecclesiastical courts. T his being the case in spiritual m atters, m uch m ore is it true in c ivil m atters. As BC O
11-1 says o f the ju risd ic tion  o f church courts: “T hey have no pow er to inflict tem poral pains and penalties, 
but their authority  is in all respects m oral o r sp iritu a l.”

Thus we believe the B C O  should be elsew here  am ended so that the above princip les w ould  apply in 
the area o f  c iv il au thority , to wit:

(1) A higher court m ay not “act for”4 a low er court.
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(2) A h igher court m ay “act on ” an issue o r case  properly  before it relating  to  a low er court. In such 
instance, the low er court (a) ord inarily  shall accept the lawful injunction  o f  the h igher court and 
“act the reon ,"  o r (b) possib ly  m ight w ithdraw  from  the fe llow sh ip  under the h igher co u rt's  
censure; o r (c) possib ly  it m ight do  nothing.

(3) In the event the low er court does no th ing , by virtue o f  its ecclesiastical au thority  the h igher court 
m ay (a) ignore the failure to  act, o r (b) counsel, advise , exhort, and urge the low er court to 
com ply , o r (c) reprim and o r  rebuke the low er court, o r (d) suspend one o r all o f  the ecclesiastical 
priv ileges o f the low er court w ith reference to the h igher courts  —  e .g . ,  to  overture  o r reference 
a m atter to the h igher courts, to vote upon am endm ents to the S tandards, to vote at the h igher 
courts , o r even to  have com m issioners a t the h igher courts , o r (e) as a last resort “act again st” 
the low er court by d ism issing  it from  the fe llow sh ip .5

O ne C onclud ing Proposal: L et a provision  be fram ed fo r the B C O  for dealing  w ith ru ling  e lders  sim ilar 
to 34-1 dealing  w ith teaching  e lders. Such a p rovision  w ould  p rovide that process against a ruling e lder 
w ould ord inarily  begin in his session . H ow ever, if  such session refuses to act in doctrinal cases o r instances 
o f  public scandal, presbytery could  initiate a case  o f process against such a ru ling  elder. If  presbytery 
concluded that the ruling e lder is guilty  as charged , p resbytery  could inflict one o f the censures o f  B C O  
chap ter 30. If  such censure w as suspension , excom m unication , o r deposition , presby tery  w ould  instruct the 
local congregation , through its session , to take such action . T hereupon the local congregation  ( I ) ordinarily  
shall accept the judgm ent o f  the h igher court and act thereon o r (2) possib ly  m ight w ithdraw  from  the 
fellow ship  under the h igher co u rt's  censure , o r (3) possib ly  it m ight do  noth ing . If  the local congregation  
chose to do nothing, presbytery could  (1) ignore the failure o f the local congregation  to  act, (2) counsel, 
adv ise , exhort, and urge the local congregation  to  com ply , o r (3) reprim and o r rebuke the local congregation , 
o r (4) suspend one o r all o f  the ecclesiastical priv ileges o f the local congregation  w ith reference to  the 
h igher courts —  e .g . ,  to overture  o r reference a m atter to the h igher courts , to  vote at the h igher courts, 
o r even to  have com m issioners at the h igher courts , o r (5) as a last resort, act against the local congregation  
by dism issing  it from  the fe llow ship.

F O O T N O T E S

'D r . Edm und P. C low ney has stated this princip le w ell in his unpublished paper "D istinctive  E m phases in 
P resbyterian C hurch  Polity”  (see especially  page 10).
2Jam es B annerm an speaks m ore fully on the subject o f  the authority  o f  the church  in V ol. I, pp. 218-221 . 
235-248.
’Each local church is advised  to take congregational action to adopt the PC A  B ook o f  C hurch O rder  as its 
“governing  ru les” o r “by law s” as a corporate entity  and thereby clearly  vest in its session the internal or 
civil pow ers that are set forth in the Book o f  C hurch O rder.
4“A ct for” A higher court tak ing  an action on  a m atter over w hich a low er court had orig inal ju risd ic tion , 
w hich action is as conclusive o f the m atter as if  it had been m ade by the low er court and is sim ilarly  en fo rceab le . 
Illustra tion: C an a presbytery appoint a com m ission  w ith authority  to act as the session  o f  a local church? 
A nsw er: If  the the local congregation  p roperly  requests the p resbytery  to do  so , a presby tery  can  appoint 
a com m ission  w ith authority  to act as the session o f  the local congregation . W ithout a p roper request from 
the local congregation , the presbytery cannot rem ove a session  o f  a local church  and act fo r such session. 
W hy? B ecause such w ould  violate the BC O  concept o f the basis o f  the re la tionsh ip  betw een the local church 
and the h igher courts. For the p resbytery , by taking over the local session , w ould  be tak ing  effective control 
o f the use and possession  o f  the local chu rch ’s p roperty . For the p resby tery , by tak ing  over the local session , 
could  "act fo r "  it in such m atters as control o f w orsh ip , use o f bu ild ings, contro l o f m em bership , spending 
o f  its m oney, e tc . In so do ing , p resbytery  has v iolated the “solem n covenan t” in B C O  25-10: “ w hereby the 
church as a w hole prom ises never to a ttem pt to secure possession  o f  the property  o f  any congregation  against 
its w ill.” In add ition , the presbytery has v io lated  ecclesiastical rights o f  the local church  to choose its ow n 
o fficers , a right presbyterians base on Scriptural au thority  and the c ivil rights o f  the local church to ow n 
and control its ow n local properties.
5The five options are not necessarily  m utually  exclusive , but som e com bination  o f  them  m ay be em ployed.
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E X H IB IT  “ B”

Proposed A m endm ent to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  relating  to G eneral A ssem bly.

R E PL A C E  B C O  14-2 W ITH  T H E  FO L LO W IN G :

14-2 G E N E R A L

A. The G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent court, shall m eet at least annually  upon its ow n ad jou rn 
m ent.

T R IE N N IA L  A SSE M B L Y

B In every third year follow ing the adoption o f this section , the G eneral A ssem bly  shall consist o f  all 
T eaching E lders in good standing w ith their P resby teries, and R uling E lders in the ratio  o f  one from 
each congregation  for each  500 m em bers, o r fraction  thereof, but not to exceed  five R uling E lder 
C om m issioners from  any one congregation .

O TH E R  Y EA R S A SSE M B L Y

C. In every o ther year, the G eneral A ssem b ly 's  m axim um  size shall be 800 com m issioners. A lthough 
the num ber o f com m issioners from  each p resbytery  m ay be lim ited  by II-3, below , such 800 com m is
sioners shall be apportioned am ong the presbyteries as follows:
I. Each presbytery shall have at least one teaching  e ld e r and one ruling e lder e lig ib le  to attend  the 

A ssem bly. O n the basis o f  the statistics as reported  to the Stated  C le rk ’s office  fo r the previous 
year, the G eneral A ssem bly  shall determ ine the apportionm ent o f  the 800 com m issioners am ong 
the presbyteries, as follows:
a D eterm ine the num ber o f  e lig ib le com m issioners from  the entire  denom ination  on the 

follow ing form ula: all teaching  e lders in good standing w ith their p resby teries, one ruling 
elder from  every  congregation , w ith allow ance o f one additional ruling e lder from  every 
congregation  for each  500 m em bers, o r fraction thereof, not to exceed  5 ruling e lder 
com m issioners from  any one congregation .

b. D eterm ine the percentage that the total possib le  com m issioners from  each p resbytery  rep 
resents o f  the total possible com m issioners from  the entire  denom ination .

c. M ultiply this percentage for each  p resbytery  tim es 800, rounding to the nearest w hole , to 
determ ine each  p resb y tery 's  allotm ent.
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d. In his annual report to the G eneral A ssem bly , the S tated  C lerk  shall report this allo tm ent 
for each  presbytery for the next G eneral A ssem bly.

II. Each Presbytery shall elect its com m issioners as follow s unless procedures o f  III are follow ed:
1. The S tated C lerk o f  each Presbytery  shall m aintain a roster o f  teaching  e lders, in w hich 

the position o f  each  shall be determ ined by:
a. The num ber o f  years since he last attended a G eneral A ssem bly , w hether as a delegate  

o f  this o r ano ther PCA presbytery .
b. A lphabetical o rder in each y ear’s class.
c. Each teaching e lder shall au tom atically  be e lected  as a com m issioner as his nam e 

com es to the top  o f the roster.
d . The nam e o f  any e lig ib le  teaching  e ld e r w ho  fails to a ttend such G eneral A ssem bly  

shall be m oved to  the bottom  o f  the roster, unless excused by his p resbytery  because 
o f  his being providentia lly  hindered .

e. M issionaries and C haplains m ay notify  the S tated C lerk o f their p resbytery  o f  the 
years they will be available to be com m issioners, and the S tated C lerk  shall adjust 
the presbytery roste r so that they have appropria te  opportun ity  to  be com m issioners 
in accordance w ith their schedule.

f. A new ly-ordained  teaching e ld e r o r a teaching  e lder transferring  from  ano ther d en o m i
nation shall be placed at the bottom  o f the list. In the event o f  a Jo in ing  and Receiving 
o f another ecclesiastical body in to  the PC A , the teaching  e lders shall be handled  as 
if in the PCA all along.

2. The S tated C lerk o f  each  Presbytery  shall m aintain a roster o f the churches in w hich each 
ch u rch 's  position shall be determ ined by:
a. T he num ber o f  years since it w as last represented .
b. A lphabetical o rder by the c h u rc h 's  post office  and w ithin a post office w here there 

is m ore than one church , by a lphabetical o rder by the chu rch es’ nam es therein.
c. Any church w hich is e ligible to send a R uling E lder C om m issioner and fails to do 

so shall be m oved to the bottom  o f the roster; excep t if a church is en titled  to send 
m ore than one R uling E lder but cannot send its full quo ta  because o f  its p resb y tery 's  
allo tm ent lim itation , it w ould  be elig ib le  in the succeeding  year to com plete  that quota.

d . A new ly organ ized  church o r a church  being received  from  outside the PCA w ould 
start at the bottom  o f the roste r in the presbytery .

3. A lthough by the form ula stated above, a Presbytery  m ay be a lloted a certa in  num ber o f 
T eaching E lder C om m issioners, such Presbytery  shall be e lig ib le  to send to a particu lar 
G eneral A ssem bly only  the sam e num ber o f T each ing  E lder C om m issioners as R uling E lder 
C om m issioners w ho have notified  the S tated  C lerk o f  the P resbytery , in w riting , the ir good 
faith intention to a ttend at least ninety days p rio r to the opening date  o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly . H ow ever, in the event that a Presbytery cannot obtain  its full quo ta  o f  Ruling 
E lder C om m issioners, it w ould still be allow ed to send at least one-ha lf its quota o f  Teaching  
E lder C om m issioners.

4. At its op tion , any Presbytery  m ay m ake a provision for a lternates follow ing the R osters o f 
T eaching  E lders and R uling Elders as above set out.

III. As an a lternative to the e lection  process set out in II, above, the p resbytery  has the option  o f 
e lecting  up to  50% o f its teaching and /or ruling e lder com m issioners from  the p resbytery  at large. 
T he balance o f the com m issioners shall be elected  as provided in II above. If a teaching  e lder 
is so e lected  at large, his nam e goes to the bottom  o f the roster. If a ruling e lder is so e lected  
at large, his church does not go  to the bottom  o f  the list but m aintains its place on the R oster 
o f C hurches.

E X H IB IT  “ C ”

R E PO R T  O F  T H E  AD  IN T ER IM  C O M M IT T E E  ON  T H E  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y

Proposals fo r R estructuring the Judicial B usiness o f the G eneral A ssem bly
A. R ecom m end am endm ents to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, so that they read as follows:

A m ended 15-1. A com m ission  d iffers from  an ordinary  com m ittee  in that w hile a com m ittee  is 
appointed to exam ine, consider and report, a com m ission  is authorized  to deliberate  upon and conclude 
the business referred to it. It shall keep a full record o f  its p roceed ings, w hich shall be subm itted  to 
the court appointing  it, w hich if approved , shall then be entered  on its m inu tes, and regarded  and 
treated  as the action o f the court. In the event o f com plain t o r appeal against an action o f  a com m ission , 
such com plain t o r appeal shall be m ade to the court appointing  said com m ission , o r the next higher:
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except there m ay be no com plain t o r appeal by any party  in the case from  a final decision  o r judgm en t o f  
the Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  o f the G eneral A ssem bly . E very com m ission  m ust be appointed  by 
the court w hich constitu tes it, except the Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  w hich 
shall be elected  as provided in B C O  15-4 and the R egional Judicial C om m issions m ay be constitu ted  as 
provided in B C O  15-5.
N ew  15-3. Presbytery m ay o f its ow n m otion com m it any jud ic ia l case  w ith in  its ju risd ic tion  to a 
com m ission , and should ord inarily  follow  this p rocedure , especially  w hen requested  by one o r both 
parties to the case. Such a com m ission  shall be appoin ted  by the C ourt from  its m em bers o ther than 
m em bers o f the court from  w hich the case com es up. T he C om m ission  shall try the case in the m anner 
p resented  by the R ules o f D iscip line and shall subm it to the p resbytery  a full statem ent o f  the case 
and the judgm en t rendered . The p resbytery  shall approve o r d isapprove o f the judgm en t. I f  p resbytery  
approves, the judgm en t o f the C om m ission  shall be final and shall be entered  on the m inutes o f  
presbytery as the action. If p resbytery  d isapp roves, it shall hear the case o r appoin t a new  com m ission  
to hear the case again.
N ew  15-4. T he G eneral A ssem bly  shall elect a Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  to w hich  it shall 
com m it all jud ic ia l cases w ithin its ju risd ic tion . This com m ission  shall consist o f fou r c lasses o f  one 
teaching  e lder and one ruling e lder in each  c lass. N om inations and vacancies shall be accord ing  to 
B C O  14-1 ( I I ) .  N o persons m ay be elected  if there  is already a m em ber o f  the C om m ission  from  the 
sam e p resbytery ; but if a person is e lected  and changes p resb y tery , he m ay continue to serve h is full term . 
N ew  15-5. T he Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  m ay delegate  specific jud icia l cases to  a R egional 
Judicial C om m ission  w hich shall be responsib le  for ad judication  o f the case. T he R egional Judicial 
C om m ission  shall consist o f eight m em bers including a convener appointed  by the Perm anen t Judicial 
C om m ission  from  a pool o f teaching  e lders and ruling e lders from  nearby p resby teries. A quorum  
shall consist o f  five m em bers, w ith not less than tw o teaching  e lders and tw o ru ling  e lders. T herefore, 
p resbyteries shall elect tw o teaching e lders and tw o ruling e lders, one each  in four c lasses, to be 
available  for service on a R egional Judicial C om m ission  o f G eneral A ssem bly .
New 15-6. A R egional Judicial com m ission  shall hear a com plain t o r try a case  in accord  w ith  the 
R ules o f D iscipline and such guidelines as approved by G eneral A ssem bly . It shall subm it its judgm en ts 
to the Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  for report to  G eneral A ssem bly.
New 15-7. The Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  shall m ake a full report o f each case  d irectly  to the 
G eneral A ssem bly , w hich report shall contain  a sum m ary o f the facts, the reasoning o f  the C om m ission , 
and its judgm ent. T he G eneral A ssem bly shall, w ithout debate o r d iscussion , approve o r d isapprove 
the judgm ent. If  G eneral A ssem bly  approves o f  the ju d g m en t, it shall be the action o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly  and prin ted  in its m inutes. I f  the G eneral A ssem bly  d isapproves o f  the ju d g m en t, it m ust 
set the case fo r hearing before the G eneral A ssem bly  o r a Special C om m ission  appointed  by it to  try 
the case on the record  as delivered  to the Stated  C lerk . Such Special C om m ission  shall then p roceed 
and shall report its ju d g m en t, in like m anner, to the G eneral A ssem bly  for its approval o r d isapproval. 
In any event, the full record  o f the case , including  testim ony o f  w itnesses, all docum en ts, exh ib its 
and papers shall be delivered  to the S tated C lerk  fo r perm anen t p reservation .

C urrent 15-4 becom es 15-8.

MINORITY REPORT CONCERNING THE WORK OF THE 
AD INTERIM COMMITTEE ON PCA STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURE

The M ajority  Report from  this C om m ittee is the result o f  num erous m eetings and substantial individual 
labor over the past tw o years. Such faithful labor, over such a period  o f  tim e, by m en universally  acknow ledged 
to be am ong the leaders o f  our denom ination , is enough  to give anyone g reat pause in registering  dissent 
from  the results. N onetheless, such d issent is absolu tely  necessary  in this situation . B eing conv inced  that 
the m ajority  has erred in its approach to the task set before  it, has erred  in the philosophical statem ent 
w hich the m ajority  offers as its approach to church  po lity , and has erred  in the tw o specific proposals now  
being subm itted to the church , the m inority  is constrained  by its ow n duty  to the B ody o f  C hrist to subm it 
this M inority  Report.

I. T he M ajority ’s A pproach to Its T ask

The reader o f  the M ajority  R eport will d iscover that it contains not the slightest a ttem pt to ju s tify  the 
radical innovations in ou r church structure w hich that R eport p roposes. T he  m ajo rity 's  approach seem s to 
have been to assum e that there are m ajor, generally  recognized p rob lem s, so that all that w as necessary 
was to com e up w ith specific suggested  solu tions. E ven the ph ilosophical paper (E xhibit A to the M ajority



440 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

R eport) is unrelated  to the specific proposals now  presented . Such an approach is fundam entally  flaw ed.
B efore it is necessary o r even possible to devise  so lu tions, it m ust be show n that a p roblem  exists and 

w hat the true extent o f that problem  is. If  there really  is no prob lem , no so lu tions are required . If  there is 
a problem , but it is o f  lim ited scope, only lim ited  so lutions are needed, and far-reaching philosophical 
inquiries m ay w ell be unnecessary . O nly if truly m ajor p roblem s actually  ex ist, w hich stem  from  fundam ental 
philosophical m isconceptions, is there likely to be a need to debate such root concepts.

Such a “problem  analysis” approach w as particu larly  necessary in the w ork o f  this C om m ittee , fo r at 
least tw o reasons. F irst, the w ording o f  the task g iven  to this C om m ittee  clearly  con tem plated  the application 
o f  such an approach. At M 12G A  183, Item  III, I, the recom m endation  w as adopted  that a com m ittee  be 
appoin ted  “to  evaluate  and m ake its recom m endations" (em phasis added) concern ing  the functions and 
coordination  o f  various com m ittees and o ffices, the structure o r organ ization  o f  the denom ination , and 
jud icia l business procedure and structure. T hus, the C om m ittee  w as plain ly  d irec ted  first to eva lua te  the 
s ituations in these various areas, to determ ine w hether there tru ly  are p roblem s at all; only then w as the 
C om m ittee to form ulate recom m endations, going to the specific p roblem s d iscovered . T he C om m ittee  was 
not to assum e that, sim ply because an area  w as g iven  to it to consider, there necessarily  w as a real prob lem , 
let alone one w arranting m ajor structural changes.

Second , the burden o f  p roo f alw ays lies w ith the party advocating  innovation; “ if it isn ’t b roken , d o n 't  
fix it."  T his burden is particu larly  heavy upon anyone w ho seeks w holesale m odifications o f ou r functioning  
Presbyterian governm ent, because o f our assertion  that ou r form  o f governm ent, as m uch as ou r doc trine , 
com es from  Scripture and thus is ju r e  d ivino. T here  are , o f course, “ som e c ircum stances concern ing . . .the 
governm ent o f  the C hurch , com m on to hum an actions and socie ties” w hich are not set out w ith specificity  
in the W ord , so that we are allow ed to order them  “by the light o f  nature and C hristian  p rudence."  (W C F  
1 ,6 .)  H ow ever, the question w hether a particu lar m atter is such a “c ircu m stan ce ,” so that we can legitim ately 
legislate concerning  it, can be one o f great d ifficu lty , as indicated  by the B oard/com m ittee  debate betw een 
C harles H odge and Jam es H. T hom w ell. Proclaim ing ourselves to be the “con tinu ing  P resbyterian  ch u rch ,"  
the PCA has w holeheartedly  accepted  the strictures on leg islation  concern ing  church  governm ent w hich are 
stated in our C onfession , and has generally  view ed itse lf an heir to  the T hom w ellian  trad ition , w hich so 
painstakingly  applies those strictures. M oreover, it is, a fter a ll, the governance o f  the B ride o f  C hrist w ith 
w hich we are concerned , not any o rd inary  voluntary association . T herefo re , any innovation  suggested  by 
the m ajority  should only have com e as a response to a dem onstrab le, sign ifican t prob lem , and any solution 
offered  should have been exactly  tailored  to deal w ith that prob lem , w ithout unduly  d istu rb ing  the sound 
portions o f  ou r polity.

It is unquestioned that the esteem ed fathers and brothers w ho form  the m ajority  have labored w ith sincere 
desire to im prove the functioning o f  our denom ination , but good in tentions are not enough. It is plain that 
neither the report subm itted to the 1985 G eneral A ssem bly  (M 13G A  at 313-334) nor the M ajority  R eport 
m ade at this tim e m eet the double requirem ent ou tlined  above. It has not been adequately  show n that there 
are significant problem s in the areas addressed by the M ajority  R eport, o r that the p roposed so lu tions are 
the best w ay to  resolve any problem s that there m ay be. The reasons for this conclusion  are set out in the 
follow ing sections.

II. T he Ph ilosophical Paper (E xhib it A to M ajority R eport)

E xhibit A , after being substantially  revised  from  w hat it w as w hen orig inally  p resented  (see M I3 G A  at 
324-334), gathers together m uch that is useful. H ow ever, even at its best, it is too  b rie f and superficial to 
do  ju stice  to the m atters it a ttem pts to address. For exam ple, readers o f  H odge and T hom w ell will probably 
be surprised at the harm ony o f  view  the paper finds betw een them ; in ano ther place the paper m entions but 
n ever reconciles tw o totally opposed historical view s on  w hether A m erican  Presbyterian  church  courts 
o riginally  developed from  the bottom  up or the top  dow n. T hese are not m ere stylistic critic ism s o r historical 
quibbles; Presbyterians have alw ays accorded great w eight to historical p receden ts, so w hat w as done before 
has substantial im port for w hat is done now . S ince the paper is offered  as the starting  point and justifica tion  
for m ajor structural changes to be proposed in the fu ture, it obviously  ought to  be sound in itself. A 
foundation  show ing cracks even before any superstructure is placed upon it is not to be trusted . M oreover, 
though the m ajority  is requesting  only  that the “ Final R ecom m endations” and “C onclud ing  Proposals" 
actually  be adopted by the G eneral A ssem bly , those item s are largely m eaningless w ithout the earlie r 
paragraph w hich attem pts to define “civil au th o rity .” T herefo re , acceptance o f  o ther parts o f  the paper as 
valid  will necessarily  be im plied, even if the m a jo rity ’s recom m endation  fo r lim ited form al acceptance is 
follow ed.

T he m ajority  seeks through Exhibit A to  address the re la tionship  betw een the v isible church  and the 
secu lar courts in dealing  w ith tw o kinds o f questions; property  disputes a rising  w hen a congregation  leaves 
a denom ination , and enforcem ent o f  decisions o f  h igher church bodies on low er bodies. E ach question  w ill 
be considered  separately  below , but it bears noting from  the outset that no specific  p rob lem s have been
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identified. V ague generalities about possible problem s are an inadequate basis for dev ia ting  from  the tested 
system  we already possess.

A . C hurch property . T his issue, though not plain ly  d iscussed  in Exhibit A, cam e up repeatedly  in the 
C om m ittee m eetings, and undoubtedly  is a m atter o f  concern  w ith in  the chu rch , so it is dealt w ith here. 
Full understanding o f it requires review  o f  som e legal h istory. In 1872 the U nited S tates Suprem e C ourt 
decided  a case called  W atson  v. Jo n es , 80 U .S . 679, 20 L .E d . 666. That litigation involved a d ispu te  over 
w ho should control the property o f the W alnut S treet Presbyterian  C hurch o f  L ouisv ille , K entucky. The 
Suprem e C ourt held that, in property disputes arising in denom inations with a h ierarchical form  o f  church 
governm ent, the civil courts w ould  sim ply accept the resolu tion  o f  the m atter m ade by the highest court o f  the 
denom ination . T his “principle o f  deference” effectively  m eant that Presbyterians w ho desired  to  leave their 
denom ination  w ere totally  at the m ercy o f  that denom ination  w ith regard to the d isposition  o f  the church 
p roperty, because the civil courts w ould sim ply “defer" to the church  courts and not get involved. T his w as 
the approach utilized to deprive the m ajorities o f  num erous U P and PC U S congregations o f  their property 
w hen they w ithdrew  from  those bodies.

This situation persisted until 1979 w hen the Suprem e C ourt decided  Jones  v. W olf, 443 U .S . 595 , 99
S.C t. 3020, 61 L .E d . 2d 775. W hile the Jones v. W o lf  decision  allow ed  the state courts to continue to 
utilize the principle o f deference, it also held that the state courts cou ld , consistent w ith the First A m endm ent, 
decide instead to resolve church property disputes by utilizing  “ neutral princip les o f law ."  T his m eant that, 
ra ther than deferring  to the decision  o f  a denom ination , the state court w ould look at the d enom ina tion 's  
governm ental docum ents, the docum ents establish ing  the congregation , the papers involved in the acquisition  
o f  the property , e tc ., to determ ine w hether there w as any actual in tention that the property  w ould  belong 
to the denom ination  if the congregation  w ithdrew . T he “neutral princip les o f law " approach has since been 
adopted in m any states (in several instances as the result o f  cases in w hich ou r ow n Jack  W illiam son 
participated). In m ost o f  the cases decided  under this approach , the fact that a denom ination  w as h ierarchical 
in structure, and used a book o f o rder provid ing for such th ings as review  and contro l by h igher church 
courts, appoin tm ent o f presbytery com m issions to act for sessions, and congregational conform ity  to the 
d iscipline o f  the denom ination , m ade no d ifference. The secu lar courts w ere concerned only  w ith provisions 
related specifically  to property  m atters, and such arrangem ents fo r spiritual direction  therefore  w ere irrelevant. 
As a result, seceding m ajorities have generally  been given control o f  the church  p roperty . See, e .g . .  Trinity  
Presbyterian C hurch o f  M ontgom ery v. T ankersley, 374 S o .2d 861 (A la . 1979); P resby tery  o f  R iverside  v. 
C om m unity  C hurch o f  Palm  Springs, 152 C al. R ptr. 854 (C t. A pp. 1979), cert, denied  444  U .S . 974; Jones  
v. W olf, 243 S .E . 2d 860 (G a. 1978), vac. 443 U .S . 595 , 99  S .C t. 3020 , reaffirm ed  260 S .E .2 d  84 (1979), 
cert, denied 444 U .S . 1080 (1980); York  v. F irst P resbyterian  C hurch o f  A nna. 130 III. A pp. 3d 611, 474 
N E2d 716 (1984), cert, denied  106 S .C t. 183 (1985); P resbytery  o f  E lijah P arish  L ove joy  v. Jaegg i, 682 
SW 2d 465 (M o. 1984); First P resbyterian  C hurch o f  Schenectady  v. U P C U SA , 4 76  N Y S2d 86, 464 N E2d 
454 (Ct. A pp. 1984); P resbytery  o f  B eaver-B utler  v. M iddlesex  P resbyterian  C hurch, 489  A .2d 1317 (Pa. 
1984), cert, denied 106 S .C t. 198 (1985); Foss  v. D ykstra , 342 N W 2d 220 (S .D  1983).

The net effect o f all th is is tha t, in the PC A , there sim ply is no legal basis for control o f property  by 
anyone but the congregation . C hap ter 25 o f  o u r Book o f  C hurch O rder  repeated ly , even  redundan tly , states 
that church property  is ow ned solely by the local congregation . If  a PCA  congregation  should  decide to 
w ithdraw  in a state em ploying  the "princip le  o f deference" it has noth ing  to fear, because C hap ter 25 does 
not allow  the h igher church  courts to do  anything to obtain  the p roperly . If  the w ithdraw ing body is in a 
"neutral princip les o f law " state. C hap ter 25 is so exp lic it that no court could  give the property  to anyone 
but the congregation . S ince our B C O  has already resolved the property  question , fe a r s  a bou t con tro l o f  
congregational p roperty  in case o f  w ithdraw al are to ta lly  unfounded, an d  are  not a leg itim ate  basis  fo r  
lim iting the au thority  o f  h igher church  courts over  low er church  courts in o ther areas.

B. E nforcem ent o f  d ecisions. The second area  o f  concern , w hich m ore clearly  surfaces in E xhibit A, 
is w hat a h igher court may do  to enforce its decisions. T he m ajority  suggests that the B C O  be am ended to 
bar a h igher court from  “acting fo r” a low er court by em ploy ing  “civil au th o rity ,"  w ithout a request by the 
low er body to do  so. This proposal suffers from  several fatal flaw s.

T he first flaw  is the assum ption  that “c iv il"  actions and “ecclesiastica l” o r “ sp iritual" actions can be 
neatly separated from  one another. The organ ized  chu rch , like the individual C hristian , is not o f  the w orld, 
but nonetheless is in the w orld. T here  are not tw o bod ies, one sp iritual and one c iv il, but one body , existing 
in tw o overlapping  realm s, doing actions w hich can sim ultaneously  have tw o k inds o f  im plications. T herefo re, 
to give up any part o f the w hole package o f  au thority , even if  the in tention is to lim it the su rrender to 
m atters in the civil area, m ay w ell result in d im in ish ing  the ability  o f  the h igher court to exercise  spiritual 
authority , w hich presum ably not even the m ajority  desires to do.

The m ajority  attem pts to resolve this prob lem , o f potentia lly  throw ing the spiritual baby out along with 
the civil bathw ater, by defin ing  the “civil au tho rity "  to  be surrendered  in a seem ingly restrictive w ay. T hey 
would use the term  "civ il au thority" to m ean only such authority  as w ould  requ ire  recourse to the civil laws 
and courts for its enforcem ent. That is not really  he lp fu l, because it com es dow n to saying that the h igher
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courts will not be allow ed to do anything that has an im pact in this w orld ( i .e .,  w here m oney, p roperty , 
e tc . may som ehow  be involved). The fallacy o f  the m ajority  position can be seen in an illustration . Suppose 
that som e o f  the e lders o f  a church becom e estranged from  the pastor, so they refuse to m eet as a  session. 
There being  too  few  faithful elders to constitu te a quo rum , the session cannot exercise  its au thority . The 
church  cannot function w ithout a session , so the p resbytery  assum es original ju risd ic tion  (as prov ided  for 
by BC O  13-9), and sends in a com m ission to act for the nonfunctioning session . T hus, the h igher court is 
acting for the low er court, w ithout the consent o f the low er court (because the low er court refuses even to 
act like a court, let alone request presbytery help), and v irtually  anyth ing  w hich the com m ission  does has 
the potential (just as it does fo r a regu lar session) for w inding up in a civil court. For exam ple, the treasurer 
in ou r hypothetical troubled  church also is opposed to the pasto r, so he decides to get rid  o f  the w hole 
church bank account so that the pasto r c an ’t be paid. The only way the com m ission , w hich is acting for 
the session , can effectuate  its d irective that the pasto r be pa id , is to obtain  an injunction  against the treasurer 
in the civil courts , but there is no tim e to call a congregational m eeting to ob tain  approval to do  so. U nder 
the m a jo rity ’s proposal, the com m ission  w ould have to stand by and allow  the church  to be looted.

The exam ple is a hypo thetical, but it is not fa r o ff  from  events w hich have actually  occurred , and very 
often truth is s tranger than fiction. Precisely because it is d ifficu lt to envision  all possib le  future situations 
it is ex trem ely  unw ise to say that a h igher court can  never  act fo r a low er court in a “c iv il” way w ithout 
the express request o f the low er body. A m erican Presbyterian  history  is full o f  actions, clearly  right under the 
c ircum stances, w hich probably w ould be im perm issible under the surrender o f  authority  advocated  by the 
m ajority . Included in Sam uel J. B aird ’s C ollection  o f  the A cts , D eliverances an d  Testim onies o f  the S uprem e  
Jud ica tory  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  (1856), hereafter referred to sim ply as B aird ’s D igest, we find the 
follow ing: the presbytery can try ruling elders w hen the session is unable o r unw illing  to do  so (1825 , 1852; 
D igest at 94); the A ssem bly  can disso lve churches established  by presbyteries (1835 , 1840; D igest at 143); 
the A ssem bly  restored churches d isso lved  by presbyteries and presbyteries w hich had been d isso lved  or 
m erged by synods (1834, 1836, 1842; D igest at 143-144); the A ssem bly can annul the installation  o f  a 
pasto r by a p resbytery  o r the election o f ruling elders by a congregation  (1835 , 1838; D igest at 144); the 
A ssem bly ordered  a pasto r received  by a presbytery and installed in a church  w hen it judged  that the 
presbytery had im properly refused to receive him  (1773; D igest at 237); the A ssem bly  can erect o r  d issolve 
presbyteries and synods w ithout the consent o f the low er bodies (1837; D igest at 294-295). The D igest o f  
the the A cts  an d  P roceedings o f  the G enera l A ssem b ly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch in the U nited  States, 
1X61-1965  (1966), hereafte r referred to as PC U S D igest, show s that the Southern church  sim ilarly  m aintained 
the authority  o f the h igher courts to act for the low er courts: the presbytery could  disso lve the re la tionship  
o f  a ruling e lder to  a congregation  w ithout deposing  him  (1894; PC U S D igest at 95-96); a p resbytery  can 
dissolve a church w ithout its consen t, though the church  should be given an opportun ity  to be heard  (1936; 
PCU S D igest at 99); the presbytery can disso lve the pastoral re la tionship  even against the will o f  the pastor 
and the congregation  (1880 , 1902; PCU S D igest at 101). T he M ajority R eport itse lf con ta ins additional 
exam ples. Are we so m uch w iser than all the generations o f  our Presbyterian  forefathers, that we should 
blithely cast aside prerogatives w hich have been  zealously m aintained  for hundreds o f  years?

T he hypothetical suggested above, as well as som e o f  these  instances from  ou r church  h isto ry , also 
illustrate an im portant point given  no recognition  by the m ajority: although the existence o f pow er in a 
h igher court to act for a low er one (like all pow er) is subject to abuse, properly  exercised  such pow er is a 
good th ing , w hich provides pro tec tion , especially  for congregations. C ongregations norm ally  act by m eans 
o f  their sessions. If the session has gone bad , it m ay be d ifficu lt for a congregation  to obtain  re lie f o ther 
than by in tervention o f the p resbytery , w hich conceivably  could  take the form  o f  “c iv il"  action . U nfortunately , 
no organization  is so righteous that it can be trusted alw ays to  act righ tly , w hich is one o f the very reasons 
why ou r graded system  o f  church courts is so im portant, each  level rev iew ing and checking  the ones below . 
T o  abandon the right to seek redress from  the c iv il au thority  is to cast aw ay an add itional, and necessary 
safeguard. R obert L. D abney w rote an article strenuously  critic iz ing  the Suprem e C o u rt's  decision  in W atson  
v. Jones  p recisely because the principle o f deference effectively  deprived  church m em bers and congregations 
o f  the protection afforded by the civil courts.

And we firm ly hold that the principles o f  ou r civil governm ent give the c itizens the additional 
safeguard  o f  an appeal from  the possible injustice o f the fallible church  court, w herever vested 
civil rights are involved. W e assert that, in all constitu tional S tates, this safeguard  is needed and 
w ill usually be ju s t and ben efic ia l... It is unnecessary  to rem ind the reader o f  the m any instances 
in w hich apostate and usurping ecclesiastics have foully perverted  their p rofessed  a lleg iance to 
the k ingdom  o f  righteousness; for perpetrating  enorm ous w rong. But the possib ility  and likelihood 
that a pure and w ell-m eaning c lergy, if  unchecked by secu lar au thority , m ay v iolate the civil 
rights o f  their people, can be truthfully  asserted w ithout any libel on their actual character.

R. L. D abney, D iscussions, Vol. II (E vangelical) at 285.
There is no question  that invoking civil au thority  should be an extrem ely  rare th ing , done as a last 

resort. Paul called it sham eful that church m em bers should sue one another. (I C or. 6 :1 -7) N onetheless,
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this sam e Paul repeatedly stood on his c iv il rights and invoked the R om an legal system  to pro tect h im self 
and his m inistry . (See A cts 16:36-39; 22:25-29; 25:10-11) U nder the inspiration  o f  G od  he teaches us that 
the civil pow er “ is a m in ister o f  G od to you for go o d ."  (R om ans 13:3-4) Surely it is ne ither w ise nor safe 
to assum e to be evil that w hich G od calls good and has g iven  as a benefit. To adopt the view  proposed  by 
Exhibit A— that ou r church  courts m ust fo rsw ear any action w hich m ay require involvem ent o f the civil 
au thorities— creates a grave risk that we will trade the ch u rch ’s b irthright o f  undim inished ecclesiastical 
authority  for a m ess o f  pottage.

In sum , the “ Final R ecom m endations” espoused by E xhibit A are a radical deviation  from  historical 
A m erican Presbyterianism , w ithout adequate support in law , logic, o r Scrip tu re , suggested  w ithout actual 
need ever having been dem onstra ted . O nly the proposal fo r a B C O  p rovision  like 34-1 , allow ing  p resbyteries 
to deal with ruling e lders w hen the ir sessions are unw illing  to do  so , accords w ith a p roper understanding  
o f  authority  w ithin the church . That proposal alone should be adopted  and the rest o f  the paper ignored.

III. D elegated A ssem bly (E xhib it B to M ajority R eport).

Is there , in fact, a problem  in this area? O ne obvious m easure o f w hether a sign ifican t p roblem  exists 
is w hether a significant am ount o f  concern  has been  generated . W hile there has been ag ita tion  w ithin the 
PCA for a delegated assem bly  a lm ost from  the inception  o f  the denom ination , the actual num ber o f overtures 
subm itted  in all 13 assem blies is only  e igh t, tw o o f  w hich cam e from  the sam e presbytery . (See M 3G A  at 
27; M IOGA  at 42 ,4 5 ; M I2 G A  at 39, 51 , 59 , 6 0 .) T hus, seven presbyteries have been  suffic iently  concerned 
to  actually  petition  for a delegated  assem bly . H ow ever, four o th e r presbyteries have been sufficiently  
desirous o f m aintain ing  the status quo that they have specifically  overtu red  aga inst  the concep t. (See M 3G A  
15 27-28, 28-29; M 9G A  at 37; M IIG A  at 3 8 .) T his num erical spread  does not seem  to  indicate that the 
church as a w hole has seen a need for a delegated  assem bly , and the correspondence received  by the 
C om m ittee from  indiv iduals and presbyteries w as sim ilarly  m ixed.

M ore telling are the actions w hich the church  acting as a w hole has taken. A fter s tudying  the tw o 
overtures subm itted in 1975 w hich advocated  a delegated  assem bly , the A ssem bly  o f  1976 closed  o ff 
discussion  on the topic until we should have 500 churches. (M 4G A  at 80 , Item  B .) In 1981 the C om m ittee  
on A dm inistration brought in a report supporting  the concep t, but the A ssem bly  sent back to C O A  for 
further study. (M 9G A  at 155, III, 7 .) In 1982 the C O A  study w as con tinued  w ithout action. (M 10G A  at 
69, Item  14.) H ow ever, C O A 's  report o f  its yearly  activ ity  fo r that year included the results o f  a  survey 
conducted  am ong individual congregations, and concluded:

From  th is, it may be seen that the largest single g roup had no opinion . O f those expressing  
an op in ion , if the "o th e r suggestions,” w hich w ere generally  p roposing  som e sort o f so lution 
o ther than ou r present system , are counted  w ith those favoring  a delegated  A ssem bly , the vote 
is essentially  equal. If the no opin ion  g roup be considered  as preferring  the con tinuation  o f  the 
present procedure , then the vote is seen as about 2 to I against a change at this point

P resbyteries w ere also asked to express them selves on this m atter. O nly  four have m ade 
form al reply. All w ere opposed to “de legated" A ssem blies.

Judging from  this survey, and from  the vote o f  the A ssem bly  last year, it appears that the 
C hurch is not ready to m ake a change from  the present "g rass-roo ts"  representation  at the G eneral 
A ssem bly. (M IO G A  at 132.)

In 1983 a C O A  recom m endation  that the general concept o f a delegated  assem bly  be approved (m ade 
w ithout a specific proposal on how  it w ould be arranged) w as defeated  on a coun ted  vote o f  the w hole 
A ssem bly. (M I IG A  at 80. Item  10.) The four overtu res subm itted  in 1984 w ere m erely referred  to this 
C om m ittee. A "S traw  V ote" w as taken at the 1985 A ssem bly , the results o f  w hich seem ed to favor the 
concept. H ow ever, that inform al vote w as not previously  announced o r reflected  on the docket, w as not 
actually coun ted , and resulted in vary ing  perceptions about how  large a m ajority  there  w as voting  in favor 
o f the concep t, so that vote reveals little about the m ind o f  the church . T hus, w hat reliable ev idence we 
have o f the opin ion  o f  the church  on the m atter indicates indifference o r an tagon ism  to  the concept.

If an id ea 's  tim e has truly com e, the fact that it has been rejected in the past canno t, o f  cou rse , be 
dispositive. It therefore is necessary to analyze the argum ents advanced by those favoring  a delegated  
assem bly to see if they have m erit. Probably the m ost com plete  statem ent o f  the reasoning  is contained  in 
the C O A  report to the 1981 A ssem bly . (See M 9G A  162-163.) The ju stifica tions advanced are three in 
num ber: equalizing  the attendance level o f ruling and teaching  e lders; m aking the A ssem bly  a m ore "de libe ra 
tive body;" and reducing expense. Let us consider each one.

I .  E q u a liz in g  th e  R E /T E  ra tio .  W hile this concept has a certain  superficial dem ocratic  appeal, we 
m ust ask w hat end is really to  be served by m ere equality  o f num bers. It cannot be im plem entation  o f  the 
parity o f the eldersh ip , because we have em phatically  declared  that such parity is not a num erical concept. 
" |B |o th  h istorically  and by defin ition , the concept o f  parity does not refer to equality  o f num bers but rather
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equality  o f condition , rank, and value. . ."  (M 7G A  at 83, Item  3 .) T hus, since all e lders are equal, regardless 
o f  function , any alternate present at a PCA  com m ittee m eeting is allow ed to fill any vacancy w hich may 
occur. (See MXGA  at 37 , O verture  4 , and at 40 , O verture 29, approved at p. 118, Item s 13 and 14.)

W e therefore return to our question  about w hat purpose is to be served by equalizing  the num bers o f 
R E 's  and T E 's . The place o f the ruling e lder in P resbyterian polity  is d iscussed  at length by T hom w ell in 
his essay , "T he R uling E ld er."  (C ollec ted  W ritings. V ol. IV , beginning  at 4 3 .)  T hom w ell concludes that 
ruling elders function in church courts m uch like the second cham ber o f  a c ivil legislature; because their 
backgrounds, em ploym ents, and associations vary from  one another, the m inisters and ruling e lders are 
said each  to act as a check upon the excesses o f the o ther group.

But with our double representation  ecclesiastical despotism  and popular passion  are equally  
d iscouraged. Local and sectional in terests arc not d isregarded , the voice o f  the people is heard, 
but the checks and balances o f the system  are so nicely adjusted  that the strongest probability  
is furnished w hich any conceivable a rrangem ent, dependent for its execution  upon fallible m en. 
can give that the voice o f  C hrist shall be suprem e in all our courts. (Ib id . at 65-66)

To say this is not, how ever, to say that absolute o r even near equality  o f  num bers is necessary 
for the ruling e lder function to be satisfactorily  fulfilled. The point is that a broad spectrum  o f op in ions 
be availab le, thereby enhancing  the likelihood that the u ltim ate decision  w ill be a correct one. Even 
at their few est there have alw ays been several hundred R E 's  present at the A ssem bly , and they have 
alw ays constitu ted  at least a third o f  the com m issioners. T heir voices have a lw ays been heard with 
respect; indeed, we are blessed that what d ivisions we have generally  seem  to be principial in nature, 
not betw een pow er b locs o f "c le rgy" and " la ity ,"  so that even the analogy to com peting  interests 
w ithin a civil governm ent seem s a bit strained. C ertain ly  the presence o f  several hundred R E ’s at any 
given assem bly is sufficient to insure that w hatever varying perspectives there are about any given 
issue w ill be represented . T herefore, w hile greater RF. participation  obv iously  is desirab le, the m ere 
num erical disproportion  betw een R E ’s and T E 's  cannot be said to be a convincing  reason for altering  
the current system . It is w orthy o f note that in 1985 the trend o f  previous years w as reversed  and the 
proportion o f R E ’s attending  increased. (34%  in 1983; 32% in 1984; 33%  in 1985.)

2. “M ore delib erative b od y .” If an im provem ent in the quality  o f decision-m aking  could be 
achieved by the sim ple m echanical device o f lim iting the num ber o f partic ipants it m ight be w orth 
do ing , but there is no dem onstrated  basis for believing  that that w ould occur. Even in bodies far 
sm aller than ou r current assem blies (such as the 100-m cm ber U .S . Senate) not everyone can speak 
all he w ants on every issue. T he m ain poin t, though, is that ou r current m ethodology has not been 
proved to be defective. For exam ple, the O PC  fraternal delegate to ou r 1985 A ssem bly  (representing  
a m uch sm aller church w hich possesses an extrem ely  "delibera tive"  assem bly ) ev idently  felt we were 
doing  a good jo b  o f deliberating  despite our size. He is reported to have said:

M eaningful debate has constantly  taken p lace on the floor o f this assem bly . The size o f the 
assem bly and the press o f business have prevented "un lim ited  d e b a te "  H ow ever, the tim e limit 
fo r debate has often been extended w hen it is c lear that further debate will clarify  the issue. 
H ow ever, debate has been cut o ff several tim es by the m otion for the "prev ious qu estio n ."  But 
it seem s to me that this has not, in general, h indered  "m eaningful d e b a te "

(P resbyterian  Journa l. Ju ly  3 /10 , 1985, at 7 .)

T o  the extent that our procedures need im provem ent it is plain that the m ajo rity 's  proposal will not contribute 
to such im provem ent. The num ber o f com m issioners suggested (800) is larger than all but three o f  the 13 
assem blies held to date , so adopting  the proposal w ould not affect in the slightest the level o f debate  and 
deliberation  we have now

It therefore seem s obvious that the key to im proving the quality  o f ou r deliberations (to  the degree that 
that can be achieved at all) lies elsew here— in carefully  crafted  procedural changes to m ake the docket 
m ore m anageable and m ore in telligible. For exam ple, m any recom m endations are repeated  year a fter year 
and are so noncontroversial that even ou r “short form ” o f voting w astes tim e. Som e form  o f  "consent 
d ocket,” item s on w hich w ould be autom atically  approved unless som e degree o f desire  fo r debate is 
som ehow  m ade m anifest, probably could  save substantial am ounts o f  tim e. T his k ind o f  "nu ts  and bolts" 
procedural reform , accom plished by the sort o f  "prob lem  analysis" advocated  earlie r, is likely to bear the 
real fruit for w hich a delegated  assem bly holds no prom ise.

3 . D e crea s in g  e x p en se . T h is certain ly  is a laudable goal, but the advocates o f  the delegated  assem bly  
have presented not one bit o f evidence that m oney w ould  be saved. S ince it rem ains totally  speculative , 
this factor cannot be given any w eight in the discussion .

In short, none o f the justifications fo r a delegated  assem bly  hold m uch w ater w hen they are carefully  
scru tin ized . It also m ust be borne in m ind that the concept has its ow n grave d isadvan tages. T he m ost nearly 
valid objective  o f  the delegated  assem bly is im proved deliberation , especially  by m eans o f increased ruling 
e lder partic ipation , but this proposal m ight well be counterproductive  in ju s t those areas:
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1. In our highly m obile socie ty , ruling e lders m ove m uch m ore often than used  to be so; indeed , m any 
churches effectively  have “ ro ta ting" ra ther than continuous sessions, regardless o f  w hat their by-law s say , 
because o f  this high degree o f transience. T hus, jo b  changes resu lting  in transfers cou ld  effectively  preclude 
m any ruling e lders from  ever  attending  an assem bly— by the tim e they w ait several years fo r their turn  to 
go , they will have m oved, and even if  placed im m ediately  on the session o f  the ir new  church , w ill a lm ost 
certainly be at the bottom  o f  the list o f  potential a ttendees, doom ed to w ait som e m ore.

2. W hat is necessary is not m ere physical p resence, but effective  partic ipation  in the deliberations o f 
the assem bly. T he com plexity  o f  assem bly  operations, com bined  w ith the daunting  effect o f  try ing  to  decide 
w hen to  use som e o f  the assem bly ’s lim ited  tim e to  speak up to the com bined  w isdom  o f  the w hole church , 
keeps m any a ruling e lder virtually  silent until his second o r th ird  assem bly . Spacing  his opportun ities  for 
attendance years apart can only aggravate the situation . T he result is analogous to  the situation  d iscussed  
by Dr. M orton Sm ith , in H ow  is the G o ld  B ecom e D im  (hereafte r referred  to as "D im  G old") at 74— the 
PCU S instituted a m andatory  ro tational system  o f  office-ho ld ing  fo r ruling e lders, and the lim ited  term s 
naturally  rendered  them  less experienced and com peten t than the teaching e lders, thereby underm ining  the 
whole idea o f parity.

There are m any positive th ings w hich can be said about the curren t “g rass roo ts” assem bly  structure , 
but the point has been suffic iently  m ade. As yet, no reasons cogent enough to w arrant com pletely  restructuring  
the assem blies have been advanced , and to the ex ten t that the p resen t structure needs im provem ent, the 
proposal will not help. It therefore seem s w iser to conduct further evaluation  and develop  som e carefu lly  
tailored procedural m odifications, rather than ju m p  un justified ly  to  a delegated  assem bly.

IV . Jud icia l P rocedures (E xhib it C to  M ajority R eport).

The m ajority  proposes a fundam entally  a ltered system  o f  jud ic ia l p rocesses, w ith cases com ing up  from  
the presbyteries to be heard by regional com m issions, and appeal to be had to  a “ Perm anent Judicial 
C om m ission ."  The only justifica tion  offered  for such m om entous changes is the follow ing:

In the last few  years, the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica has had to 
deal w ith an inordinate num ber o f com plain ts  and appeals from  decisions o f  low er courts. 
W hatever reasons m ay be g iven , such as ineptitude o f  low er cou rts , legalism  on the part o f 
som e, inadequacy o r lack o f  clarity  in the B ook o f  D iscip line, e tc ., nevertheless it has becom e 
sufficiently  clear that an inordinate am ount o f  tim e has been spent by a  large num ber o f com m is
sioners to G eneral A ssem bly , and that som e unsatisfactory  results have em erged . T hese seem  
to point up the inadequacy and inefficiency o f the curren t system  o f  jud icia l process.

{M I3G A  a t 315.)
T hese reasons cannot survive analysis.

1. “ Inordinate” num ber o f  cases. T he proposed new  procedures do  noth ing  at all to  cure  w hat the 
m ajority alleges to be the root o f  the problem — litig iousness at the p resby tery  level. M oreover, the “problem " 
is not nearly  so bad as m ight be believed from  the generalization  above. T he actual num bers o f judicia l 
cases presented to the first 13 assem blies are:

1— 0
2— 0
3— 1
4 — 2
5— 5
6—2
7— 0
8— 5
9— 4
10— 6 (5)
11—15 (7)
12— 7 (4)
13— 6 (2)

At A ssem blies T en through T hirteen  there w ere instances o f  m ultiple cases a rising  out o f  a single 
proceeding below  w hich w ere consolidated  for hearing , and o f cases not heard  fo r various procedural 
reasons, so the num ber o f  cases really  heard  in those years is the sm aller figure in paren theses. T he  total 
for the 13 years therefore is 35, or only 2 .7  cases per year. T hat hardly seem s “ in o rd inate ,” especia lly  in 
light o f  our denom ination ’s h istory. O ur church has had to struggle w ith the process o f  becom ing truly 
presbyterian in its po lity , w ith a w orking system  o f  g raded courts. T he only way to  preserve som e degree 
o f  doctrinal integrity during the declension  o f the PCU S w as to resort to de fa c to  C ongregationalism . That 
this had occurred  (though not the reason for it) w as recognized by the PC U S itse lf in a report p resented  to
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its 1970 G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is reprinted in D im  G o ld  at 379-380. R eturn to real P resbyterianism  has 
naturally  created som e stresses, w hich occasionally  result in jud icia l cases.

Far m ore im portant is the fact that, though it m ay be unpleasant (like b itter m edicine o r parental 
chastisem ent), a v igorous system  o f  judicia l process is absolutely necessary . Jam es 3:17 teaches us that 
“ the w isdom  from  above is f ir s t  pure , then  p eaceab le;" indeed, w ithout purity , the peace cannot long exist. 
The p roper exercise o f  church d iscipline is generally  regarded as one o f  the m arks o f  a true church . The 
failure to exercise  such discip line is a sure sign o f denom inational dete rio ra tion , and such a dow nw ard  
spiral w ithin the P C U S  is described in D im  G o ld  (especially  pp. 8 3 -8 4 ,9 2 -9 3 ). Perhaps instead  o f  com plain ing  
about too m uch litigation in our church  courts we should be thanking  G od for the zeal o f a Phinehas here 
and there am ong us. If m aintaining the purity o f our doctrine and ou r form  o f governm ent through judic ia l 
processes is too bothersom e for us to do , so that ou r A ssem blies becom e noth ing but over-g row n m issions 
conferences, we m ight as well distribute ou r assets to parachurch  g roups and go hom e, because we will 
have forfeited the right to identify  ourselves as the Church.

2 . Suggested  reasons for the num ber o f  cases. T hree possible reasons for the num ber o f  jud ic ia l cases 
are offered , though no supporting  data  o f  any kind is provided. It first is suggested that the cause m ay be 
“ ineptitude o f  the low er courts. "W h a t does that m ean? If it indicates that there are so m any im proper actions by 
sessions and presbyteries that m any com plain ts and appeals are necessary  to rectify  them , this is an indication 
that the system  is w orking exactly  as it is supposed to— the very object o f  graded courts is such review  o f 
questionable  actions that errors will be corrected  and truth v indicated. If the statem ent m eans that the actions 
o f  the presbyteries are essentially  correct, but not accom plished  in a w ay w hich g ives parties confidence 
in the outcom e, the proposed changes do noth ing to help. A dding levels o f jud icia l bureaucracy  m ay lengthen 
the process, but the regional and perm anent jud ic ia l com m issions w ill be staffed by the sam e sort o f a llegedly 
inept presbyters as those who supposedly are creating the problem . If, as w as suggested  in the C om m ittee 
m eetings, review  o f  low er court actions is m ade d ifficult by poor records, the answ er is to educate the 
presbyters m aking the records, not interpose w hole new levels o f courts. F inally , if  the “ ineptitude" is on 
the part o f  persons bringing appeals o r com plain ts ( i .e .,  they are uselessly seeking  review  o f  right actions), 
it is still a problem  w hich the proposal does noth ing  to correct. Indeed, in any reasonably  com petent judicia l 
system  m ost appeals are unfounded, but the appellate  procedure  is m ade availab le  to insure that the rare 
real e rro r is corrected . T herefore, a sm all num ber o f valid appeals is no reason to a lter appellate  procedures. 
W hat is the "inep titude" to w hich we are referred? It is im possible to te ll, but it appears to be a vacuous 
generality .

The second suggested possible cause is “ legalism  on the part o f  so m e."  T his am biguous phrase is left 
undefined , and can only h inder analysis ra ther than help it W hat is hypertechn icality  to one m an is due 
regard for established  p rocedures to another. G iven  the extrem ely  negative connotations often  attached to 
the w ord “ lega lism ,"  to utilize it at all, and particu larly  w ithout defin ition  o r enum eration  o f  specifics, can 
only generate heat w ithout adding light.

Finally , it is posited  that there m ay be "inadequacy  o r lack o f  clarity  in the Book o f D iscip line, e tc ."  
T here  may be such defects, but will adding levels o f  courts do anyth ing to correct them ? No. If the defects 
are in the B ook, the corrections plainly m ust a lso  be in the B ook, e ither by jud icia l in terpretation  or by 
am endm ent— processes w hich are already in place.

T hus, once again, there has been no real p roo f o f  a significant prob lem , and the m a jo rity 's  “ solu tion" 
itse lf contains very im portant defects. To begin w ith, the proposal seem s to flout the considered  judgm ent 
o f  the A ssem bly . In 1984, at the very A ssem bly w hich created this C om m ittee , tw o overtures w ere introduced 
suggesting that regional judicia l com m issions be established . They both w ere re jected , on the ground that 
the "P resent system  is su ffic ien t."  (See M I2 G A  at 54, 57 , and 137, Item  4 1 .) Second , the proposed regional 
com m issions, w hich answ er to no church  court but only  to the Perm anent Judicial C om m ission , run d irectly  
counter to the w hole concept o f a com m ission  as used in Presbyterian polity:

A com m ission  is an extraordinary  com m ittee o f a C hurch C ourt, appointed e ither for som e special 
business, o r to take cognizance o f such as m ay arise during  the vacations o f the C ourt. It d iffers 
from  an ordinary com m ittee  in that it is em pow ered not only to inquire and prepare  business for 
the action o f the court, but also p rovisionally  to com e to any such de term ina tions, and enforce 
any such decisions, as w ould be w ithin the com petence o f  the court itself. It d iffers  from  a court, 
as its decisions and determ inations are m erely p rovisional, and o f  force ad interim ; an d  m ust he  
sub jected  to the revision  an d  u ltim ate determ ination  o f  the court, by w hich they m ay be set aside 
and annulled , and w hich alone can by its sanction give them  perm anent au thority .

(B a ird ’s D igest at 213; em phasis added .) 
T h ird , the m ajority  proposes to ham string  the presbyteries in their consideration  o f  their ow n cases by 
explicitly  depriv ing  them  o f  a right they at least arguably possess now , the prerogative  to fully debate their 
ow n com m ission reports. (See E xhibit C , proposed new B C O  15-3.)

F inally , but o f great im portance, is the fact that the m ajority  proposal urges the G eneral A ssem bly  to 
take ano ther step tow ard bureaucratizing  the church and d ivesting  itse lf o f real contro l over the affa irs  o f
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the denom ination  as a w hole. W hile a theoretical right o f review  by the A ssem bly  is re ta ined, strong but 
subtle pressure is arranged for the A ssem bly  to  say , “O ur Perm anent C om m ission  has reached a judgm en t, 
and they are honorable m en, so there is no need for us to do  the w ork over and exam ine the m atter carefu lly  .” 
T his would be a derelic tion  o f  its duty w hich w ould transform  ou r G eneral A ssem bly  into the sort o f rubber 
stam p group found in the PCU S and the U P C hurch , both  o f w hich a lso  w ent dow n the prim rose path o f 
the Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  approach.

If our form o f church-govem m ent is such as G od prescribed , it is adequate fo r all em ergencies; 
if our church-courts are based upon the platform  o f the B ible, G od requ ires from  them  the 
d ischarge o f  their peculiar du ties, and not from  a n o th e r . He appointed  them  for this very  purpose, 
and gave them  no authority  to shift the responsib ility , the heat and burden o f the day, upon 
creatures o f  their ow n. If the C hurch can delegate one part o f  her w ork , she can delegate  another.

(T hom w ell, C ollected  W ritings, V ol. IV at 160-161; em phasis in o rig inal.)
The conclusion  is plain. T he proposal for the R egional and Perm anent C om m issions is pern ic ious in 

the extrem e and should be totally  rejected . D oes that m ean that ou r p rocedures are so perfect as to  be 
beyond im provem ent? No; but the changes that should be m ade go in precise ly  the opposite  d irection  from 
those proposed by the m ajority . If  m ultiple jud icia l com m issions are m eeting during an assem bly , a s ignificant 
num ber o f  com m issioners are absent from  the floor, so that the A ssem bly  is deprived  o f  their input on o ther 
issues and they are deprived o f the opportunity  to participate; this is a problem  o f  som e w eight. H ow ever, 
the greatest source o f frustration  w ith our jud ic ia l p rocedures seem s to be that the A ssem bly  does not 
function as a true court, m aking real decisions, but even now  is little m ore than a rubber stam p for its 
com m issions: given only skeletal inform ation about a case  (and that only shortly  before it is called  upon 
to vote); allow ed only the choice o f accepting  o r rejecting  the action  o f  the com m ission ; not perm itted  to 
thoroughly debate the issues. The obvious answ er to both p roblem s is not to further delegate  the A ssem bly 's  
judicia l functions, but to give the A ssem bly  the in form ation  and opportun ity  w hat it is itse lf supposed to 
be— the h ighest court o f  the church.

V . M inority P roposal on Jud icia l P rocedures.

Since we do not have unlim ited A ssem bly tim e availab le , it is plain that we cannot a fford  to have 
fu ll-scale trials conducted  before the w hole A ssem bly . T he A ssem bly  m ust therefo re  act as appellate  court, 
on the basis o f a prin ted  record , not by hearing  live w itnesses. Such records are already sent up by 
the presbyteries. T he objection  m ight be ra ised , "T he records are not in good fo rm , o r are too  volum inous 
to be reasonably d istributed  to the w hole A ss e m b ly "  T herefo re , there m ust be a body to g ive advice to 
presbyteries about to undertake jud icia l procedures, to  screen records for fo rm , to determ ine tim eliness o f 
subm ission , etc. M any o f these functions are already perform ed by the present Perm anent C om m ittee  on 
Judicial B usiness as it p repares to m ake recom m endations to the A ssem bly  on w hether a com plain t o r appeal 
is "in  o rd e r.” Because the A ssem bly as a w hole is too  large a body to effectively  sum m arize issues o r look 
at a w hole record , the screening  com m ittee  w ould also be charged w ith creating  a sum m ary o f  the pertinent 
facts in a record and drafting  a proposed decision  o f  the A ssem bly , including reasons based on the facts 
and on the recognized  authorities (S crip tu re , W CF. B C O , p rio r decisions, e tc .) . T his is no novelty; it is 
essentially  the sam e thing w hich all o f  our com m ittees already do  (though the present Perm anent Judicial 
B usiness C om m ittee has heretofore been barred  from  com m enting  on the m erits o f  cases).

To insure that the facts are adequately  presen ted , and the issues thoroughly  exp lo red , the parties to a 
case would be allow ed to w rite “b rie fs ,” w hich (together w ith the sum m ary o f  the record  and proposed 
decision  d rafted  by the screening  com m ittee) w ould be prin ted  in the C om m issioner’s H andbook. Thus, 
every com m issioner would have am ple opportunity  to becom e fam iliar with the facts, consider the authorities, 
and prayerfully  deliberate  on the issues before ever com ing to the A ssem bly . A reasonable  am ount o f tim e 
w ould be docketed  for d iscussing  each case , ju s t like any o ther item  o f  A ssem bly  business, w hich the body 
could extend in the usual m anner if it so desired , and then it w ould act. Like any court o f  final ju risd ic tion , 
it would have full authority  to take any appropria te  action— com pletely  adopt the p roposed decision  o f the 
screening com m ittee , m odify it, o r reject it and substitu te a d ifferen t action. (W hile references have been 
m ade to the present Perm anent Judicial B usiness C om m ittee , it already is overloaded , so the screening 
com m ittee would undoubtedly  have to be a new , separate body .)

T hough the "screening  com m ittee” (under w hatever nam e m ight be g iven  to it) bears a slight resem blance 
to the Perm anent Judicial C om m ission  suggested by the m ajority , the p roposals clearly  are very d ifferent. 
The screening com m ittee acts in aid o f  the A ssem bly , not instead o f  it. T he screening  co m m ittee 's  proposed 
decision not only is com pletely  rev iew able, but is seen in advance by every  com m issioner, along w ith  the 
factual sum m ary and the briefs o f  the parties, and can be debated  in full. Every decision  is fully the decision 
o f the A ssem bly because the proposed decision  can be am ended o r even re jected  on the floor. S ince the 
com m ittee m em bers w ould  serve for a period o f  years and thereby see a num ber o f cases, they w ould  have 
the sort o f  continuity  and expertise  w hich w ould be expected  in the suggested  Perm anent Judicial C om m ission
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(and far greater than that w hich cou ld  be developed on a rarely-m eeting  regional com m ission .)
T he w ide publication o f the proposed decision  and briefs w ould have several salutary e ffec ts. F irst, the 

" judges"  (com m issioners) would have plenty o f  inform ation , as w ell as the tim e to assim ila te  it. Second , 
one o f the parties m ay be m oved to concede e rro r so that actual adjudication  by the A ssem bly  becom es 
unnecessary . (This sort o f th ing occurs occasionally  even in the secu lar courts— habeas corpus petitioners 
som etim es abandon their cases a fter a U .S . M agistrate sends out the form  o f  decision  he will propose to 
the D istrict C ourt Judge for adoption; litigants frequently  settle cases pending in the A rizona C ourt o f 
A ppeals, w here draft decisions are sent out to the parties before oral argum ents and final decision-m aking  
o ccu r.) T h ird , since the p roposed decision  and the briefs w ill explore the facts, pertinent au thorities , and 
logical im plications o f  particu lar cases in full sight o f  the w hole chu rch , they will help to educate the w hole 
church in jud icia l processes and p recedents, thereby strengthening  the entire  system . F inally , and most 
im portant, the A ssem bly will actually  be the court, the decision  m aker, w hich A cts 15 show s it is intended 
by G od to be. If any changes in jud icia l p rocedures are to be m ade, it is subm itted  that they should be 
along these lines.

V I. Specific  R ecom m endations from  the M inority .

1. That E xhibit A to the M ajority  Report sim ply be received  as info rm ation , w ithout endorsem ent o f any 
kind.

2. That the Ad Interim  C om m ittee be d irected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  to draft a proposed am endm ent 
to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, perm itting  presbyteries to institute jud ic ia l process against a ruling e lder, 
if the session to w hich the ruling e lder belongs is unable o r unw illing  to do  so.

3. That E xhibit B to the M ajority  R eport be rejected  by the G eneral A ssem bly , and the A d Interim
C om m ittee  be d irected  not to pursue the concept o f a delegated  general assem bly  further.

4. That E xhibit C  to the M ajority R eport be rejected  by the G eneral A ssem bly , and the Ad Interim
C om m ittee  be d irected  to draft proposed am endm ents to the Book o f  C hurch O rder  and the R ules o f
A ssem bly O peration  em bodying the "M inority  Proposal on Judicial P rocedu res ."

5. That the Ad Interim  C om m ittee be continued an additional year, to report to the 15th G eneral A ssem b ly .

R espectfully  subm itted 
Bruce M . Ferg (RE)
G eorge W . K night III (except for recom m endation  # 3 )
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APPENDIX Q

THE REPORT OF 
THE STUDY COMMITTEE ON QUESTIONS 

RELATING TO THE VALIDITY OF CERTAIN BAPTISMS

PR E F A C E  T O  T H E  R E P O R T
In accordance w ith the action o f  the last G eneral A ssem bly , the S tudy C om m ittee  is resubm itting  its 

report to this G eneral A ssem bly.
A key factor involved in the postponem ent by the last A ssem bly  o f action on this report w as an aw areness 

o f the need for the e lders o f  the denom ination  to have adequate  tim e to study the report. The C om m ittee 
therefore thought it w ise, now  that the A ssem bly  has had adequate  tim e to study the report, to re-focus on 
that w hich the A ssem bly  has studied  and to continue to postpone in troducing  ano ther question w ith its new 
study m aterial until th is m ost basic question  is resolved.

N ot only  did the C om m ittee  th ink it w ise to refocus only on the first and m ost im portant question , it 
w as also  prohibited  from  conducting  study sessions on  the rem aining  question  by the cost restraints placed 
on it by the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  com ply ing  w ith the actions o f  the last G eneral A ssem bly. Thus 
the C om m ittee respectfu lly  re-subm its its orig inal report and o ffers  its recom m endations for adoption . W ork 
on the rem aining  question  will be a ided by know ing  the m ind o f the A ssem bly  on the Scriptural argum ent 
undergirding the C om m ittee’s recom m endations concern ing  the first m ain question .

In re -subm itting  its report and recom m endations, the C om m ittee  has m ade som e changes w hich it calls 
to the atten tion  o f the A ssem bly . O ther than these changes, the report and its recom m endations are the 
sam e as that w hich w as subm itted  last year. Som e revisons have been m ade to the paragraph reflecting  the 
h istorical survey o f  the actions o f A m erican P resbyterian  churches. T hey consist o f the rem oval o f  reference 
to a judicia l case, because the significance o f  the action is technically  am biguous, and very slight editorial 
changes that this rem oval necessitated .

The m ajor change is the inclusion o f  ano ther recom m endation  (num bered  in this report as 5). This 
recom m endation  w as necessitated  by the fact that a question , posed by the W estern  C aro lina  P resbytery , 
has not been answ ered by the G eneral A ssem bly  as the study had orig inally  assum ed. T he C om m ittee  is 
recom m ending the answ er o rig inally  proposed both  by the Sub-C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness and the 
C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness. T h is additional recom m endation  has triggered  a partial 
rew riting o f the second introductory  paragraph to m ake reference to the new  recom m endation  and at the 
sam e tim e to clarify  the paragraph.

W ith these  w ords o f  exp lanation , the C om m ittee  re-subm its its report rev ised  as indicated  above.

T H E  R E P O R T
T he Study C om m ittee has had com m itted  to  it certain  questions raised by G race Presbytery  and by 

W estern  C arolina  P resbytery , and a lso  the proposed answ ers to these  questions o ffered  by the C om m ittee 
on Judicial B usiness, a m inority  o f  that C om m ittee , and by the C om m ittee  on C om m issioners. T he questions 
w hich this com m ittee  w as asked to deal w ith can be essen tia lly  reduced to tw o: (I) W hat, if anyth ing , w ould 
m ake the baptism  o f  a church  invalid  as a  C hristian  bap tism ?, and (II) H as one w ho w as p resented  for 
baptism  o r christen ing by non-C hristian  paren ts, o r one who w as baptized  as a  supposed convert but w ithout 
real saving fa ith , received C hristian  baptism ?

The Study C om m ittee adjudged that its task w as restric ted  to these tw o item s and it ad judges that the 
answ er to these tw o questions will answ er all but one o f  the questions o f  the tw o presby teries. T his report 
addresses itse lf to the first question  and proposes three  recom m endations (1 ,2 ,3 )  to respond to this first 
question. A subsequent report will address itse lf to the second question  a fter further study has a ttem pted 
to reach a consensus on the understanding  o f  w hat the Scripture says on  this question  (recom m endation  6). 
The C om m ittee considers the only o ther tw o questions raised  about baptism  to be adequately  answ ered  by 
responses on w hich both the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on  Judicial B usiness and the C om m ittee  on 
Judicial B usiness have concurred . T he S tudy C om m ittee  is recom m ending  these p roposed responses as 
answ ers to these o ther tw o questions (recom m endations 4 and 5).

I. Is the baptism  o f  certain  "ch u rch '’ bodies invalid?
The com m ittee approached this question  constrained  by the b iblical teaching Eph. 4:5 ; cf. W estm inster  

C onfession o f  Faith  xxviii, 7) that there  is one baptism . T hus it addresses the question  o f  valid  o r invalid 
baptism  not as one o f rebaptism . In approaching the subject o f a valid  o r invalid  bap tism , the C om m ittee 
w as instructed by the analogy o f A cts 19:1-7. In this accoun t, the d iscip les o f  John the B aptist are not 
rebaptized w ith a second C hristian baptism , even though o f  course one m ay speak in som e sense o f  a
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rebaptism , since they had been baptized  into John the B ap tist’s baptism , but w hen baptized  by Paul in the 
nam e o f the Lord Jesus they w ere baptized  for the first tim e w ith C hristian  baptism . Even though the baptism  
o f John is not regarded as invalid  but as not the baptism  o f  Jesus, this passage does provide the church  an 
exam ple, by analogy, o f  evaluating  a previous baptism  and then p roceeding  to C hristian  baptism  if  that 
form er baptism  is not regarded as C hristian . It should thus be agreed that it is an appropria te  act to adm in ister 
C hristian baptism  if a previous baptism  is regarded as invalid , and it should a lso  be agreed  that this is not 
a second C hristian baptism  o r a rebaptism .

In conducting  its study the C om m ittee sought to be guided by ou r suprem e standard , the S crip tu res, 
and by our subordinate s tandards, the W estm inster C onfession  and C atech ism s, w hich we have sincerely 
received and adopted as con tain ing  the system  o f doctrine  o f the Scrip tu res. S ince the Scrip tures do  not 
deal directly  with our question , we have follow ed the herm eneutical rule o f  ou r C onfession  o f  deducing 
"good and necessary” consequences (W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith , I, 6) from  the Scrip tures in solving 
this question  and have especially  u tilized these consequences already draw n by o u r confessional standards.

In addition , we have consulted  w riters on the subject from  various ages o f  the church , study reports in 
various presbyteries o f ou r ow n and sister Presbyterian  churches, and we have reflected  again on a num ber 
o f  concrete situations ranging  from  the ancient D onatist con troversy  up to and including  the concrete 
situations in a local congregation .

In particu lar, we have been especially  constrained  to consider the decisions o f  ou r sp iritual p redecessors,
i.e . ,  the h ighest courts o f  A m erican Presbyterian  churches (cf. W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith , xxxi. 2) 
w ho have dealt w ith the sam e question . Tw o considerations guided the historical research . The first was 
to cite the actions o f "spiritual p redecesso rs."  T hus later decisions o f m ain-line Presbyterian  bodies w hich 
the PCA (or the R PC ES) had left w ere not cited . T he second w as to cite decisions w here the assem blies 
m ade a judgm ent on the question  since the p resbytery  had asked for such a judgm en t and therefore  not to 
c ite  any postponem ent o r any decision  in w hich the assem bly  sim ply  referred  the m atter back to sessions 
w ith o r w ithout reference to the S tandards or earlier assem bly  decisions.

In its historical survey, the C om m ittee  found that w ith one excep tion  the G eneral A ssem blies o f  A m erican 
Presbyterian churches w here m aking a judgm ent on the m atter have taken the position o f non-valid ity  for 
R om an C atholic baptism . T his w as done in 1845 by the O ld School A ssem bly  and the reasons given in the 
report have prevailed until today. T he C um berland  P resbyterian  C hurch  took the sam e position in 1876. 
The United Presbyterian C hurch  in N orth A m erica , in various actions from  1869 to 1871, took the sam e 
position. T he Presbyterian C hurch , U .S ., com m only  referred to as the S outhern  Presbyterian  C hurch , had 
consistently  taken the sam e position o f  the non-valid ity  o f R om ish baptism . T he Southern C hurch  referred 
to the action o f the G eneral A ssem bly , O ld S chool, o f 1845, but took a full action o f  its ow n in 1871. The 
A ssem bly o f  1884 reaffirm ed the action o f 1871 and the A ssem bly  o f  1914 declined  to rescind its action 
o f  1884. The one exception is the action o f the 1981 Synod o f the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch , Evangelical 
S ynod, espousing  and reiterating the objections o f C harles H odge to the decision  o f  the 1845 G eneral 
A ssem bly.

As this historical survey has indicated, the question  o f  the non-valid ity  o f  baptism  has often becom e 
the question  o f the validity o r non-valid ity  o f R om an C atholic  baptism . In the question  posed by the 
presbytery this is the group first nam ed and this g roup w as m entioned on the assem bly  floor as that w hich 
presents to our churches at hom e and abroad through the conversions o f p rev ious m em bers the m ost pressing 
pastoral concern . These historical and pastoral concerns, coupled  w ith the unique historical and theological 
perspective that this church  p resents, convinced the C om m ittee  that its study should focus on the baptism  
o f this g roup as a test case w ithout presum ing to restrict its s tudy o r the princip les d iscovered  to this group.

The C om m ittee considered  it one o f its first responsbilities to ascertain  w hat is involved in true C hristian 
baptism  The form  com prises w ater and the nam e o f the Trin ity  (M t. 28:19 , som etim es expressed , how ever, 
by the nam e o f the Savior Jesus alone as the m ediatorial representative  o f  the T rin ity ; cf. A cts 2:38 and 
elsew here in Acts and the New T estam en t, W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith  xxviii, 2; L arger C atechism  
165; Shorter C atechism  94). The basic assum ption , in tention o r design  is that the C hristian  rite or sacram ent 
o f  baptism  is being perform ed. The W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  (xxv iii, 1) sum m arizes the biblical 
truths in reference to baptism  w hen it says that it is a sacram ent "no t only  for the solem n adm ission  o f  the 
party baptized into the v isible C hurch; but also , to be unto him  a sign and seal o f the covenan t o f  grace, 
o f  his ingrafting into C hrist, o f  regeneration , o f rem ission  o f s ins, and o f his giv ing  up unto G od through 
Jesus C hrist, to walk in new ness o f  life" (cf. L arger C atechism  165; S horter C atechism  94). T hus baptism  
teaches the doctrine o f union with C hrist and its im plications for the believer and also  union w ith C h ris t 's  
people, both His spiritual body and the visible C hurch  (“ for the so lem n adm ission  o f the party  baptized  
into the visible C hurch , W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith, xxxviii, 1, reflecting  such b iblical passages as 
A cts 2 :38-42, cf. also Larger C atechism  165). F urtherm ore, baptism  is given as a sacram ent to C h ris t's  
C hurch to be adm inistered  by the C hurch  in its m inistry  ("w hich  sacram ent is, by C h ris t’s ow n appoin tm ent, 
to be continued in His C hurch until the end o f the w orld" ( W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith  xviii, 1 reflecting  
M t. 28:19 . 20; cf. xxvii, 4 . and xxviii, 2 , and L arger C atechism  164). W ith this generally  agreed  upon
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conception o f w hat baptism  is, accord ing  to the Scrip tures and the sum m ary o f the Scriptural truth provided 
by the confessional docum ents, the com m ittee exam ined  the tw o approaches to the question  o f the validity  
o f baptism  using the Rom an C atholic baptism  as a test case  as previously  indicated .

A An A nalysis o f  the A rgum ents for the V alidity  o f  R om an C atho lic  B aptism .
T he com m ittee  considered  the a rgum ents p resented  by the R PC ES S y n o d 's  com m ittee  report. In doing 

so. it follow ed the advice and urging o f  that com m ittee  to read and consider the argum ents o f the m ost 
v igorous A m erican exponent o f that position , C. H odge. T he article by H odge, w ritten  in opposition  to the 
1845 A ssem bly 's  decision  on the m atter, w hich H odge h im self felt constrained  to note w as by a vote o f 
169 to 8, with 6 absta in ing , appeared in the Princeton  R eview  o f  1845. pp. 444 , f f . , and has been reproduced 
in H od g e 's  Church P olity, pp. 191 ff. T he w riter argues that three th ings are necessary  for there to be a 
valid baptism , i .e . .  w ashing  w ith w ater, in the nam e o f the T rin ity , and w ith the ostensib le  p rofessed  design 
to com ply  with the com m and o f  C hrist, i .e . ,  in tent. T he conclusion  reached by H odge w as that the three 
e lem ents are present in R om an C atholic  baptism  and therefore  that it is valid.

The com m ittee w as convinced that this case  w as both inadequate and also  at points in e rro r in reference 
to R om an C atholic  baptism . Its inadequacy is seen by the fact that this appraisal o r system  o f  analysis 
would also o f  necessity  declare  as valid the baptism  o f  certain  professed ly  C hristian but sectarian  groups, 
such as the M orm ons. U sually  those arguing for the R om an C atholic  baptism  w ould agree that these o ther 
baptism s are not valid because in the second and third aspects, in the nam e o f the Trin ity  and w ith true 
design o r intent, these o ther baptism s are not really  b ib lical and C hristian  in their use o f  the T rin ity  or in 
their understanding o f the design o r intent o f  baptism . But it is ju s t this objection  w ith respect to the true 
design o r intent that the com m ittee  th inks applies a lso  to Rom an C atholic  baptism . At this point we see 
both an inadequacy and an error.

A lthough the three e lem ents are present in M orm on bap tism , they are now  seen to be inadequate as 
form al and external item s. They m ay now  only function  as significant item s w hen they are contro lled  by 
and expressions o f the overarching  tru th  o f  the G ospel. W ithout the truth o f  the G ospel, there is no true 
and valid baptism  even w hen these  e lem ents are present It is this larger perspective  w hich is necessary 
and w hich is lacking in H o d g e 's  application  o f  the three elem ents to the R om an C atholic  church .

As one step forw ard to this necessary larger perspective , one can see further the inadequacy and error 
o f  this three-elem ent approach by com paring  it w ith ou r confessional evaluation  o f  the o ther sacram ent, the 
L o rd 's  Supper, as it is adm in istered  in the R om an C atholic  C hurch  as the m ass. H ere a lso  one can devise 
a form al and external descrip tion  o f  the elem ents necessary  fo r a valid L o rd 's  Supper w hich is properly 
analogous to that given for a valid bap tism , i.e ..  the prescribed  m ateria l, b read  and w ine, the p rescribed 
form ula, the w ords o f  institu tion , and the intent, "w ith  the ostensib le  professed  design  to com ply  w ith the 
com m and o f  C hrist" (M in u tes , R PC E S, 1981, p. 45). But notice , in sp ite o f  the fact that these three 
analogous elem ents are presen t, our confessional s tandards adjudge the R om an C atho lic  observance o f the 
L o rd 's  Supper, the m ass, to be invalid . The W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  (xxix , 2) says "that the Papist
sacrifice o f  the m ass ( as they call it) is m ost abom inably  injurious to C h ris t 's  one . only  sac rifice  " The
C onfession  (xxix , 6) goes on to say that the doctrine  o f the m ass “ overthrow eth  the  na ture  o f  the sacram ent, 
and hath been , and is, the cause o f m anifo ld  superstitions, yea, o f gross ido latries" (italics added).

W ith this question  o f d octrine  we have com e to  a larger aspect o f  the question . It is not only  the doctrine 
o f the sacram ent itse lf that is in v iew , but a lso  the question  o f the doctrine  concern ing  the church  as one 
faithful o r degenerate w ith respect to  the G ospel. It is this larger perspective  concern ing  the church  w hich 
has already brought Presbyterians in fact to recognize  the invalidity  o f  M orm on baptism , even w hen the 
three elem ents are p resent, and the invalidity  o f  U nitarian  baptism  (M inutes  o f  G eneral A ssem bly . 1814: 
M inutes  o f  G eneral A ssem bly  [S outhern], 1871). This brings us then to a consideration  o f  the case for the 
invalidity  o f  R om an C atholic baptism .

B. The Presentation o f  the A rgum ents for the Invalid ity  o f R om an C atholic B aptism .
A lthough the a rgum ents fo r this view  have surfaced  in part in the preced ing  section and especially  in 

the im m ediately preceding paragraph , the com m ittee  felt it appropria te  to p resen t these argum ents given in 
1845, and also in 1871. in a com pact sum m ary fo rm , and then both evaluate  and expand that sum m ary for 
the benefit o f the church The com m ittee is convinced that the essence o f  the argum ent w as and is persuasive 
and should guide the church in its decision . The fo llow ing is ou r schem atic  sum m ary o f  the report o f the 
com m ittee presented to the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch (O ld School) and adopted  by that 
A ssem bly in 1845 (M in u tes . 1845, pages 34-37). T his sum m ary o f ours also  reflects sim ilar aspects o f the 
1871 report (M inu tes , p. 30). S ince these reports are not readily  availab le  to the church  today , the 1845 
report in its entirety  and the central portion o f  the 1871 report re la ting  to R om an C atholic  and U nitarian 
baptism  are m ade available  in tw o appendices at the end o f  this report.

( 1) The R om ish com m union is not a true church  and therefo re  its sacram ents cannot be true and valid 
sacram ents.

(2) The Rom ish priests are not m inisters o f  C hrist and therefore  the rites adm in istered  by them  cannot 
be regarded as the ord inances o f Christ.
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(3) T he doctrine o r m eaning o f the sacram ent o f  baptism  is so corrup ted  by the R om ish com m union 
that it invalidates the sacram ent o f baptism .

These argum ents now  need to be set forth  in g rea te r detail and evaluated . T he force o f  them  is, o f 
cou rse , cum ulative , but any one o f  them , if  true , w ould  in itse lf m ake the baptism  invalid .

(1) The first argum ent is considered  one o f  the m ost com pelling  by the com m ittee . There is an 
inseparable re la tionship  betw een the church  and the ord inances. T he W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  (xxv,
3) aptly  sum m arizes the truth o f M atthew  28:19 , 20 , and o ther B iblical passages in indicating  that “unto 
this C atholic  visible C hurch  C hrist hath g iven the . . . o rd inances o f  G od . . . . ” Further, the W estm inster  
C onfession  o f  Faith  (xxv iii, 1) speaks o f  bap tism  as ordained  by Jesus C hrist “ fo r the solem n adm ission  o f 
the party baptized  into the v isible church” (c f . , e .g . .  A cts 2 :38-42) and as a sacram ent “ to be con tinued  in 
H is church until the end o f the w orld” (cf. M t. 28:19 , 20). T his re la tionsh ip  is further dem onstra ted  by the 
fact that the confession  appropria te ly  indicates that the adm in istra tion  o f  the o rd inances is one o f the m arks 
by w hich one determ ines the fidelity  o f  a church o r its degeneration  so that it is no longer a church  o f 
C hrist (xxv, 4 , 5). It is this perspective  that has uniform ly  persuaded o u r chu rch , and o ther true churches 
o f  C hrist, to regard the baptism  o f the U nitarian  church  o r the M orm on church  as invalid  even w hen a 
trinitarian form ula may have been  used, and even w hen a design  o r intent o f  re la ting  the person in som e 
way to Jesus C hrist and H is death  is asserted.

The decision  o f  the 1845 G eneral A ssem bly  m ade reference to  the decision  o f  the 1835 G eneral A ssem bly 
(M inu tes , p. 490) w hich "R eso lved , T hat it is the deliberate  and decided  judgm en t o f this A ssem bly  that 
the R om an C atholic C hurch  has essentially  aposta tized  from  the relig ion  o f  ou r Lord and Sav iour Jesus 
C hrist, and therefore cannot be recognized  as a C hristian  C h u rch .” T he G eneral A ssem bly  o f 1879 in 
reaffirm ing this decision  o f 1835 w isely rem inded the A ssem bly  that this decision  w as in accord  w ith the 
C onfession o f Faith in its evaluation  o f  the headsh ip  o f the R om an C atholic  C hurch , and thus o f that C hurch 
itself. (This evaluation  is true for all the variant form s o f  the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith , xxv , 6). 
The decision  o f  1879 (M inutes  p. 630) reads as follows:

R esolved , That this A ssem bly , in full accordance w ith the w ords o f  ou r C onfession  
o f  Faith respecting  the C hurch o f  Rom e and its so-called spiritual head , do  now 
reaffirm  the de liverance, upon this sub ject, o f the A ssem bly  o f  1835, as apply ing  to 
that R om an hierarchy headed by the pope, falsely cla im ing  to be the C hurch; w hich, 
opposed absolu tely  and irreconcilably to the doctrines o f H oly Scrip tu re , is corrup ting  
and degrading a large part o f  C h ris t’s C hurch over w hich it has usurped suprem e 
control.

Further ev idence for this appraisal o f  the R om an C atholic  C hurch w ould  be the appraisal o f the m ass 
a lready referred to as "m ost abom inably  injurious to C h ris t’s one , only  sac rifice ,"  as "con tra ry  to the nature 
o f this sacram ent, and to the institution o f  C hrist” and as a doctrine  w hich “over-th row eth  the nature o f the 
sacram ent, and hath been, and is, the cause o f  m anifo ld  superstitions; yea, o f gross idolatries” (W estm inster  
C onfession o f  Faith , xx ix , 2, 4 , 6). The com m ittee  th inks that this apostasy  o f the R om an C atholic C hurch 
does not need to be further established .

A sum m ary statem ent in the decision  o f 1845 states the m atter w ith perceptiveness in regard  to the 
im plication for baptism : “As certain ly  then , as the dogm as and practices o f  papal R om e are not the holy 
religion o f  C hrist, m ust it be conceded , that the papal body is not a C hurch  o f  C hrist . . .; and if  no t, then 
. . . the rite they call baptism , is no t, in any sense , to be regarded as valid  C hristian  b ap tism .” In m aking 
this appraisal, the com m ittee rem inded the A ssem bly  that as long ago  as 1790 the A ssem bly  had m ade the 
correlation  betw een true church  and true ord inances w ith the correlary  o f a false church  and invalid  ordinances. 
A lthough H odge vigorously  challenged this appraisal o f the R om an C atholic  C hurch  by the G eneral A s
sem blies o f 1835 and 1845, insisting that even R o m e 's  doctrine  o f  salvation  m anifested  that it w as a church 
o f C hrist, the G eneral A ssem bly held to its evaluation  o f  1845, in the reaffirm ation  o f 1879. T he Southern 
A ssem bly o f  1871 took the sam e position in regard to the R om an C atholic  C hurch  as these  o ther assem blies 
did.

T he study com m ittee turned to the book o f  G alatians because it dealt w ith a situation  analogous to that 
o f the Rom an C atholic C hurch. The false teachers at G alatia  taught that one is saved only  by a com bination  
o f faith and w orks (G al. 3 :1-5 , 1 1; 5 :1 -11; 6 : 12 - 15). This is a lso  the teaching o f  R om an C atholicism  as 
evidenced by the decision  o f the C ouncil o f T rent, decisions still in effect. T he A postle Paul called  such a 
m essage "a d ifferent gospel w hich is really  not an o th e r."  indicated that they did "d isto rt the gospel o f 
C h ris t,"  and said that those who taught and held it w ere “accursed" by G od (G alations 1:6-9). Paul sought 
to rid the congregation  o f their p resence and teaching.

The A postle John says that the false teachers and leaders that he opposed "w ent out from  us . . in 
order that it m ight be show n that they all are not o f  us" (1 John 2 :19). Jo h n ’s verdict covering  a g roup 
existing  a longside o f his ow n fellow ship  as not part o f the apostolic fe llow sh ip  o r com m union , m ade us 
realize such a verdict w ould also have to be rendered on a g roup like that o f the G alatian  false teachers 
w ho w ere adjudged w ith equal severity by Paul, if and w hen they existed  as a separate  en tity . T he sim ilarity
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betw een the false teachers in the book o f  G alations and the R om an C atho lic  C hurch  is so c lose  that the 
com m ittee was com pelled  by the Scripture to com e to the sam e verdict on that g roup that the A postle Paul 
had, and also by im plication  as the A postle John had, in an analogous situation.

The effect o f  this Scriptural perspective  for the valid ity  o f  baptism  should be ev iden t. If the m essage 
is no gospel, indeed, a distortion  o f the gospel, and they are accursed  by G od  (G al. 1:6-9), then any such 
church g roup w ould com e under the sam e indictm ent John says that those w ho  leave the teaching o f  C hrist 
' do not have G od" (2 John 9); and Paul says o f  those w ho em brace the doctrine  o f the false teachers o f  
G alatia that "C hrist w ill be o f  no benefit"  (G al. 5:2) and that they are "severed  from  C hrist" and not in the 
sphere o f  grace (G al. 5:4). W ould their baptism  be valid , even if w ith w ater, in the nam e o f the T rin ity , 
and with the intent to com ply  w ith C h ris t’s com m and  ? M ay those w ho are severed  from  C hrist, from  grace, 
and from  G od, adm in ister C h ris t 's  ord inance o f  baptism  ? T he com m ittee , on the basis o f this consideration  
o f  Scrip tu re , jo ins with the early  unanim ous verdict o f the courts o f  A m erican P resbyterianism  on the Rom an 
C atholic  C hurch and its baptism . It is constrained  to answ er in the negative.

O ne o f the problem s rem aining  is the fact that John C alvin resisted  the urging o f the A nabaptists that 
he, having been baptized  by the Rom an C atho lics, should be (re-(bap tized  (Institu tes  4 .1 5 .1 6 -1 8 ). His 
response m ust be understood in term s o f  the un iqueness o f the situation  and not w rongly  generalized  He. 
o f  cou rse , resisted  the A nabap tists ' desire to have him  repudiate  his infant baptism  and receive baptism  as 
an adult believer. The effect that this situation  had upon him  can be seen in his insisting  that Paul did  not 
really baptize the d iscip les o f  John the Baptist in Ephesus and in h is insisting that the baptism  o f  John the 
Baptist is C hristian baptism  T his insistence, contrary  to  the text o f  the Scrip tu res, is so that he can assert 
that those w ere not "re -bap tism s" at all in opposition  to the A nabaptists T he denom ination  in w hich C alvin 
w as baptized was a church  in flux , and com ing  to but not yet beyond the crossroads ( c f . , Institutes  4 . 2 . 11). 
It is not yet the church of the coun ter-re fo rm ation , the C ouncil o f T rent and its anathem as on the doctrine 
o f justifica tion  by faith alone (see H. J. Schroeder, C anons a nd  D ecrees o f  the C ouncil o f  T rent, "Sixth 
Session , D ecree C overing  Justification" and particu larly  "C anon  9 ,"  " I f  anyone says that the sinner is 
justified  by faith alone, m eaning that noth ing  else is required  to cooperate  in order to obtain the grace o f 
ju stification  . . . let him  be anathem a ") That p re-R eform ation  church  in flux is the church  in w hich C alvin 
and m any o f  the o ther R eform ation  believers had been m em bers. T hus C alvin and the church  o f  today stand 
at d ifferent vantage points in evaluating  the R om an C atholic  C hurch , i .e . ,  the church  o f h is infancy, the 
pre-R eform ation  church , and the R om an C atholic  church  post-R eform ation  and post-C ouncil-o f-T ren t. The 
analogy could  be draw n betw een certa in  congregational churches in New England before and after the 
transition to U nitarianism .

The study com m ittee is convinced that this first argum ent is a firm  and true princip le  and should be 
follow ed in regard to the Rom an C atholic  C hurch  as it is fo llow ed in regard to such groups as the Unitarian 
C hurch and the M orm on C hurch

Just as we have not received  m em bers by letter o f transfer from  the R om an C atholic  C hurch  because 
we do  not believe it to be a true church , so we should not receive its bap tism , w hich we acknow ledge 
adm its one into the visible church  {W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith , xxviii, I ) as a true and valid baptism .

(2) The second reason given by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  1845 w as that the R om ish priests are not 
m inisters o f  C hrist and the W ord, and therefore  the rites adm in istered  by them  cannot be regarded as the 
ordinances o f C hrist A lthough your study com m ittee acknow ledges the truth o f  this reason , it regards it 
as a corollary o f reason num ber ( I ) and an application  o f that conclusion  and not actually  an independent 
argum ent.

The perspective o f ou r C onfession , w hich reflects the outcom e o f the early  D onatist con troversy , w hen 
it says that the efficacy  o f  a sacram ent does not depend upon the piety o f  the one that adm inisters it 
( W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith, xxvii. 3), is really dealing  w ith a d ifferen t situation . That earlie r D onatist 
controversy  dealt with the question  o f  a m in ister w ho succum bed m om entarily  to the pressure o f persecution . 
The church in w hich he m inistered  w as m ore o r less pure in uphold ing  the G ospel. His succum bing to the 
pressure o f  persecution  did not thus invalidate the sacram ents he had adm in istered .

The situation in view in the R om an C atholic  priesthood is not that w hich our C onfession  and the D onatist 
controversy address. It is that o f  a ministry and a church  w hich , in the w ords o f Paul describ ing  the false 
teachers o f  G alatia , preach  "a d ifferent gospel, w hich is not an o th e r,” "d istort the gospel o f C hrist" and 
thus lie under the A postolic  ju d g m en t, "let him  be accursed" (G al. 1:6-9). T herefore, inevitably , in this 
case . Rom ish church and Rom ish m inistry  are evaluated  alike.

(3) The doctrine  or m eaning o f  the sacram ent o f  baptism  is so corrup ted  by the R om ish com m union 
that it invalidates the sacram ent o f  baptism .

The com m ittee is persuaded that this a rgum ent like argum ent num ber (2) is really a sub-poin t or corollary  
o f argum ent num ber ( I )  W hen the G o sp e l’s doctrine  o f  ju stifica tion  is repud iated , then the church , its 
m inistry , and Us sacram ents, all stand under the judgm en t o f the A postle  Paul o f  "no  g o sp e l."  o f  d istortion 
o f the G ospel o f  C hrist and o f being accursed  by G od  (G al. 1:6-9). A lthough the doctrine  o f the m ass can 
itse lf d irectly  challenge the once-for-all sacrifice o f C hrist and its sufficiency and thus by itse lf be so
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corrupting  that it invalidates that sacram ent, and although there are m any erroneous features to the doctrine 
o f  baptism  in the R om an C atholic C hurch (e .g . ,  baptism al regeneration  and forg iveness solely through the 
operation  o f  the sacram ent), in the case o f  the sacram ent o f  baptism  it is not these errors that invalidate the 
sacram ent but ra ther the overarching  repudiation  o f  the G ospel o f  grace alone through faith alone that 
invalidates the R om an C atholic C hurch , its m essage, and its sacram ents.

The com m ittee is persuaded that ou r church is not being called  on to m ake a re la tive  judgm en t here o f 
how  theologically  and bib lically  erroneous the R om an C atho lic  C h u rch 's  v iew  o f  baptism  m ay be. R ather, 
it is at each and every place confronted  w ith the heart question  o f  the S crip tu res, the G ospel, and w ith the 
A postle P au l’s radical and absolute judgm ent.

In com ing to this conclusion , we are provided a perspective  from  w hich to address the specific  question  
o f the G race P resbytery. It raised the question  w hether "the  recip ients o f  so-called  bap tism , by a religious 
body, w hich claim ed the sacram ents as a part o f  a process o f justifica tion  (as in the case  o f  R om an C atho lic, 
C hurch o f  C hrist, o r Lutheran churches) [are] p roper recip ients o f  C hristian  bap tism ?” T his com m ittee 
would advise the C hurch to d istinquish  betw een unfortunate, indeed, serious, errors and that w hich is so  
corrupting  that the so-called baptism  is invalid . T he sam e could  be said for the doctrine  o f  the L o rd ’s 
Supper in Lutheran churches. T he com m ittee  w ould  adjudge that the baptism  should  be regarded as invalid 
e ither w hen the doctrine o f the sacram ent absolu tely  and d irectly  con trad icts  and den ies the gospel (e .g . 
the m ass) o r w hen it is adm in istered  in a church  that den ies the gospel. W hen the erroneous doctrine  is 
" inconsisten tly ’’ held in correla tion  w ith an o verarching  affirm ation  o f  the essence o f  the gospel, the sacram ent 
o f  baptism  m ust be regarded in that larger perspective. In short, from  that perspective  even the m isguided 
"piety o r intention" o f  a true church  o f  C hrist should not be regarded as invalidating  the valid ity  o f  its baptism .

T he three argum ents given are in essence one - is the church  a true church o f  C hrist?  A nd that question 
is finally one o f  fidelity  to the G ospel. C h ris t 's  A postle Paul speaks the verd ict o f the H ead o f  the C hurch 
w hen he says that those, are "severed  from  C hrist, [who) are seeking  to  be justified  by law ” (G al. 5:4). 
W e are constrained albeit w ith great sadness, to echo  that verd ict w hich o f  necessity  also falls upon the 
Rom an C atholic C hurch. And thus we are com pelled  to adm it that its sacram ents are invalid  and especially  
that its baptism  is invalid.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
(1) That the A ssem bly adopt the follow ing recom m endations w ith respect to R om an C atholic baptism :

A. that the G eneral A ssem bly  counsel that the bap tism  o f  those churches that have so degenerated  
from  the G ospel o f  C hrist as to be no churches o f C hrist (c f ., W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith. 
x \v ,  5; e .g . .  U nitarian . M orm on, R om an C atho lic) is not to be regarded as valid  C hristian 
baptism ; and

B that converts from  those g roups be instructed in this m atter and be given C hristian  baptism ; and
C . that sessions and pastors deal with any o f  those converts w ho have d ifficu lties w ith this m atter 

in the sam e way that they deal with converts from  a non-relig ious b ackground w ho have difficu lties 
w ith baptism  for them selves.

(2) That the A ssem bly adopt the follow ing recom m endation  as a further answ er to the question  o f  G race 
Presbytery:

A. that erroneous view s o f bap tism , w hich do not absolu tely  contradict and overturn  the G ospel, 
do  not invalidate the baptism s in these true churches.

(3) That the A ssem bly consider and vote upon the answ er given by both the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners 
on Judicial B usiness and the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to the question  o f W estern  C aro lina  Presbytery  
w hich is now  also recom m ended by the Study C om m ittee  w ith the addition  o f  c ita tions from  the confessional 
s tandards, as follows:

Q  M ay baptism s properly  be adm inistered  to individuals m aking profession  o f  faith , but w ho do 
not intend to  becom e m em bers o f the requested  congregation? If so, under w hat c ircum stances?

A Baptism  should not be adm inistered  to those indiv iduals m aking profession  o f  faith but w ho do 
not intend to becom e m em bers o f  the requested  congregation  (“ B aptism  is a sacram ent o f  the 
New T estam ent, ordained  by Jesus C hrist . . . for the so lem n adm ission  o f  the party  baptized 
into the visible C hurch  . . . "  W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  xxviii. I ; “ B aptism  is a sacram ent 
o f  the New Testam ent . . . w hereby the parties baptized  are so lem nly adm itted  into the visible 
church . . ” L arger C atechism  165; "B aptism  is not to be adm inistered  to  any that are out o f  
the visible church . . .’’ L arger C atech ism  166).

(4) That the A ssem bly consider and vote upon the answ er given  by both the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners 
on Judicial B usiness and the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to the question  o f  W estern  C arolina  P resbytery , 
w hich is now  also  recom m ended by the Study C om m ittee  as follows:

Q . M ay infant baptism  properly be adm inistered  to covenant children  o f  persons w ho are not m em bers 
o f the particular congregation  asked? (F o r personal reasons they have not jo in ed  T rin ity , but 
hold m em bership  in the C R C  w here they form erly resided .) If so . under w hat c ircum stances?
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A. O rdinarily  infant baptism  should be adm inistered  only to covenan t ch ild ren  o f  persons w ho are 
m em bers o f the requested  congregation . H ow ever, baptism  is not to be unnecessarily  delayed 
(BCO 56-1); therefore , it w ould be p roper for a m in ister to baptize the child  o f m em bers o f 
another church w here those m em bers find it im possible o r im practicable  to return to their hom e 
church due to an occupational assignm ent (m ilitary , business, e tc .). In every  case such baptism  
should be adm inistered  only  w ith the consent o f the hom e session , w ith p roper notification  o f 
the baptism  in o rder that due sp iritual oversigh t m ay be given and accurate  records kept.

R espectfu lly  subm itted:
Frank M . B arker, Jr.
C arl W . B ogue, Jr.
G eorge W . K night, III, C hairm an 
Paul G . Settle

A ppend ices to  the R eport on th e V alid ity  o f  C ertain  B aptism s

I. The A ction o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , O ld S chool, o f  1845, (M in u tes , 1845, pages 34-37).
The C om m ittee appointed to draw  up a m inute expressive o f  the view s o f  the A ssem bly , presen ted  a 

report, w hich w as read and adop ted , and is as fo llow s, viz.
"T he C om m ittee  appoin ted  to prepare a m inute expressive o f  the view  o f  this A ssem bly , in re turning 

a negative to O verture No. 6 , beg leave to report.
"T he question  p resented  to this A ssem bly  by O verture from  the P resbytery  o f O h io , 'I s  B aptism  in the 

C hurch o f  Rom e V alid? ' is one o f a very grave charac te r, and o f deep  p ractical im portance. T he answ er 
to it m ust involve princip les vital to the peace , the purity , and the stab ility  o f  the church  o f  G od.

"A fter a full discussion  carried  through several days, this A ssem bly  has decided , by a nearly  unanim ous 
vote, that baptism  so adm in istered , is not valid.

“ B ecause, since baptism  is an ord inance estab lished  by C hrist in his C hurch , (F orm  o f  G ov ., chap . vii; 
M att, xxviii. 19, 20 ,) and is to  be adm in istered  only  by a m in ister o f  C hrist, duly called  and ordained  to 
be a stew ard o f the m ysteries o f G od , (.Directory, chap . viii, sec. 1.) it follow s that no rite adm inistered  
by one w ho is not h im self a duly ordained  m inister o f the true C hurch  o f  G od v isib le , can be regarded as 
an ordinance o f C hrist, w hatever be the nam e by w hich it is called , w hatever the form  em ployed in its 
adm inistra tion . The so-called  priest o f the R om ish com m union are not m inisters o f  C hrist, fo r they are 
com m issioned as agents o f the papal h ierarchay , w hich is not a C hurch  o f  C hrist, but the M an o f  Sin, 
apostate from  the tru th , the enem y o f  righteousness and o f  G od. She has long lain under the curse  o f G od , 
who has called  his people to  com e out from  her. that they be not partakers  o f her plagues.

"It is the unanim ous op in ion o f  all the R eform ed chu rches, that the w hole papal body , though once a 
branch o f  the visible chu rch , has long since becom e utterly corrup t, and hopelessly apostate. It w as a 
conviction  o f  this w hich led to the refo rm ation , and the com plete  separation  o f  the reform ed body from  the 
papal com m union. Luther and his coad ju to rs, being duly o rda ined  p resbyters at the tim e w hen they left the 
Rom ish com m union , w hich then , though fearfu lly  co rrup t, w as the only v isible church  in the countries o f 
their abode, w ere fully authorized  by the w ord o f  G od , to ordain  successors in the m in istry , and so to 
extend and perpetuate the R eform ed churches as true churches o f C hrist: w hile the contum acious adherence 
o f R om e to her corrup tions, as show n in the decisions o f  the C ouncil o f  T ren t, (w hich she adopts as 
au thoritive ,) cu ts her o ff  from  the visible C hurch  o f  C hrist, as heretical and unsound. T h is w as the opinion 
o f the R eform ers, and it is the doctrine  o f the R eform ed churches to this day . In entire  accordance to this 
is the decision  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  our C hurch , passed in 1835, (See M inutes o f  G enera l A ssem bly , 
vol. 8, p. 33) declaring  the C hurch o f  R om e to be an aposta te  body.

"The decision  by the A ssem bly  o f  1835 renders the return  o f  a negative to the inquiry proposed by the 
Presbytery o f  O hio  indispensable on the ground o f consistency ; unless w e be p repared  to adm it, in direct 
contradiction  to the standards o f the Presbyterian  C hurch , that baptism  is not an ord inance established by 
C hrist in his C hurch exclusively  and that it m ay be adm inistered  by an agent o f  the M an o f  S in , an em issary 
o f the prince o f  darkness; that it m ay be adm inistered  in sport o r  in b lasphem y, and yet be valid  as though 
adm inistered  by a duly com m issioned  stew ard  o f  the m ysteries o f  G od.

“N or can it be urged that the papal hierarchy is im proving in her charac te r, and gradually  approxim ating  
to the scriptural s tandard. She claim s to be infallible; her dogm as she prom ulgates as the doctrines o f  heaven; 
and she pronounces her heaviest anathem a against any and every  m an w ho questions her au thority , and 
refuses to bow  to her decisions. She cannot recede from  the ground she has assum ed. She has adopted  as 
her ow n, the decisions o f  the C ouncil o f T ren t, w hich degrade the w ord o f  G od; w hich claim  equal authority  
for the A pocrypha as for the New T estam ent; and w hich declare the sense held and taught by holy m other 
church , on the authority  o f tradition  and o f  the Fathers, to be the true and only sense o f  Scrip ture. All who 
deny this position , o r w ho question  her au thority , she denounces w ith the b itterest curses.
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"She thus perverts the truth o f  G od; she rejects the doctrine  o f justifica tion  by faith; she substitutes 
hum an m erit for the righteousness o f  C hrist; and self-inflicted  punishm ent for gospel repentence: She 
proclaim s her so-called baptism , to be regeneration , and the reception o f  the consecrated  w afer in the 
eucharist. to be the receiv ing  o f C hrist h im self, the source and fountain  o f  g race, and w ith him  all the grace 
he can im part. Is this the tru th? Is reliance on this system , true re lig ion? C an , then , the papal body be a C hurch?

"The C hurch, (i.e . the church  v isib le .) as defined in our standards, is the w hole body o f  those persons, 
together w ith their ch ild ren , who m ake profession o f  the holy relig ion  o f  C hrist, and o f subm ission  to his 
law s. (Form  o f  G ov. chap. ii. sec. 2) As certa in ly  then , as the dogm as and p ractices o f  papal R om e are 
not the holy religion o f  C hrist, m ust it be conceded , that the papal body is not a C hurch  o f  C hrist at all; 
and if not. then her agents, be they styled priest, b ishops, a rchb ishops, card inals  o r pope, are not m inisters 
o f C hrist in any sense; for they have no connection  w ith his true v isible C hurch; and not being  true m inisters 
o f C hrist, they have no pow er to adm in ister C hristian  o rd inances, and the rite they call bap tism , is no t. in 
any sense, to be regarded as valid C hristian  B aptism .

"Further, by the perverted m eaning they affix , and the superstitious rites they have superadded to the 
cerem onies they perform  under the nam e o f  baptism  and the eucharist, the sym bolical nature and true design 
o f  both the ord inances o f  baptism  and the L o rd 's  supper are lost sight o f  and utterly destroyed . - so that, 
could we by any possibility  assign to her the nam e o f a chu rch , she w ould still be a church w ithout the 
tw o grand ord inances o f  the gospel: she neither adm insters C hristian  bap tism , nor celebrates the supper o f 
our Lord.

"M oreover, since, by the l l t h  canon o f  the C ouncil o f  T ren t, she declares the efficacy  o f  her ord inances 
to depend upon the intention o f the adm in istra to r, no m an can know  w ith certa in ty  that her form  o f 
adm inistration  in any ordinance is not a m ere m ockery: no consisten t papist can be certain  that he has been 
duly baptized, o r that he has received  the veritable eucharist: he cannot know , that the priest w ho officiates 
at his a ltar is a true priest, nor that there is actually  any one true priest, o r any one prelate rightly  consecrated  
in the w hole papal com m union. The papal hierarchy has bv her ow n solem n act shrouded all her doings in 
uncertainty, and enveloped all her rites in hopeless obscurity . Even on this ground alone, the validity  o f 
her baptism  m ight safely be denied.

"N or is the fact that instances now and then occu r o f  apparen t piety in the m em bers o f  her com m union , 
and o f  intelligence, zeal, and conscien tiousness in som e o f  her p riests, any ground o f  objection  against the 
position here taken by this A ssem bly. The virtues o f  indiv iduals do  not purify the body o f  w hich they are 
m em bers. W e are to judge  o f  the character o f  a body cla im ing  to be a church  o f C hrist. - not by the opin ions 
o r practices o f its individual m em bers, but by its standards and its allow ed practices. B ound as he is by 
the authority  o f  his church . - and that on pain o f her heaviest m aled iction , - to understand the Scrip tures 
only in the sense in w hich his church  understands and exp lains them , a consistent papist cannot receive o r 
hold the true re lig ion , o r the doctrines o f  grace. If he does, he m ust e ithe r renounce the papacy, o r 
hypocritically  conceal his true sentim ents, o r he must prepare to brave the thunders o f  her w rath . T rue 
religion and an intelligent adherence to papal R om e are u tterly  incom patib le and im possib le. T he C hurch 
and the papacy are the repelling  poles o f the m oral system .

“ D ifficulties may possibly arise in individual cases. It m ay not be easy  at all tim es to say w hether an 
applicant for adm ission  into the C hurch  o f C hrist has, o r has not been baptized: w hether he has been 
christened by a popish pasto r o r not. In all such doubtfu l cases the session o f  a church  m ust act according  
to the light before them . But it is safer and m ore conducive to peace and ed ifica tion , to em brace a well 
established  principle for our guidance, and act upon it firm ly in the fear o f  G od . leaving all consequences 
with him  than to  suffer ourselves, w ithout any fixed p rincip les, to be at the m ercy o f  circum stances.

"W hile  som e o ther churches m ay hesitate to carry out fully the princip les o f  the R eform ation , in w holly 
repudiating popish baptism , as well as the popish m ass, w e, as Presby terians, feel bound to act on  the 
principle laid dow n by our A ssem bly , so long ago as 1790, (see D igest, pp. 94 , 9 5 .) that, so  long as a 
body is by us recognized  as a true church , are her ord inances to be deem ed  valid , and no longer.

"In 1X35 the A ssem bly declared  the papacy to be aposta te  from  C hrist, and no true church . As we do 
not recognize her as a portion o f the visible C hurch  o f C hrist, we canno t, consisten tly , view  her priesthood 
as o ther than usurpers o f  the sacred functions o f the m inistry , her ord inances as unscrip tu ral, and her baptism  
as totally invalid ."
2. The central portion o f the report relating to R om an C atholic  and U nitarian baptism  (M inu tes  o f  the 

G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch , U .S .. 1871, p. 30).
O ur C hurch has alw ays held, agreeably  to the Scrip tu re , that the adm in istra tion  o f  baptism  m ay present 

irregularities o r im perfections w hich are not to be approved , but the sacram ent m ay still have substantial 
validity. It is plain from  Scrip ture, that baptism  has by the Lord Jesus C hrist been given to H is true visible 
C hurch catholic (see M att. X X V III. 19. 20; Acts ii. 4 1 , 42; I. C or. xii, 13; Book o f  G overnm ent, C hap. 
VII; D irectory for W orship . C hap. V II, Sec I ), and cannot be out o f  her pale. T he adm inistra tion  o f  this 
sacram ent may be in tw o w avs invalidated; e ither by the apostasy  o f  the body w herein it is exercised , so 
that this society is no true part o f  C h ris t 's  visible C hurch; o r by the u tter change o f  corruption  o f the e lem ent
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and doctrine  o f the sacram ent. And ou r A ssem blies have correctly  held , that the form  called  by the Popish 
com m union "C hristian  bap tism ” has ceased , for both reasons, to be valid; because that society  is declared  
in Scripture to be an tichrist, and B abylon, and aposta te , out o f w hich the Lord require th  H is "peop le  to 
com e, that they m ay not be partakers o f  her p lagues;" and because she ha th , w ith superstitious design , 
substitu ted  a m ixed elem ent in place o f w ater, w hich C hrist ordained  to be used as the em blem , and hath 
utterly corrupted  the doctrine  o f holy baptism  into an incantation w orking  ex opere operato .

In o ther socie ties, as the U nitarian , their rites m ay have due regularity  o f  outw ard  form , and yet be no 
valid baptism , because their bodies are not true parts o f  C h ris t 's  visible C hurch . T he validity  o f such cases 
therefore depends upon the claim  o f  the com m union in w hich they are adm in istered  to be true churches o f 
Jesus C hrist. But the scriptural m ark o f a true church is its hold ing  forth the W ord o f  G od. (See R om . iii 
2; 1 T im . iii. 15; B ook o f  G overnm en t , C hap  II, Sec. II; C onfession  o f  F aith , C hap. X X V , Sec. III.)

In view o f the fact that several churches hold grave errors in connection  w ith m uch saving tru th , and 
that perhaps no church receives in every th ing  the exact m ind o f  the Spirit, it may be asked w ith w hat degree 
o f  strictness o r liberality  this m ark o f  a true v isible C hurch  is to be applied . It seem s to us consonan t with 
the Scriptures and the judgm ent o f charity  to  answ er, that so long as any com m union  so retains the essential 
truths o f  G o d 's  W ord and the aids o f the Holy G host as to save souls by its m in istra tions, it shall be held 
a true , though im perfect, m em ber o f  H is v isible body. T hough  it m ay om it o r  im pugn som e principles 
w hich we have received from  G od, and m ay even deny to ou r ord inances all recognition , and to our 
com m union all church charac te r, yet we m ay not im itate its uncharitableness; so long as C hrist visibly 
entrusts it w ith His saving W ord and Spirit, we are bound to recognize it as H is visible body , notw ithstanding  
its erro rs, and to pray for its attainm ent o f  a m ore peaceable  unity in the bonds o f  the tru th . But in judg ing  
the tendency o f  its ord inances to save souls, it is obv iously  p roper that we shall estim ate  those m inistra tions 
as a consistent w hole , as set forth by this com m unication . If their only tendency as a w hole , taken as it 
expounds them  to its m em bers, is destructive  to souls, then we cannot adm it that it is a p illar and ground 
o f  saving tru th , m erely because o f som e disjo in ted  fragm ents o f  the gospel verities , m ixed w ith heresies 
w hich , if heartily  accepted  by the people as taugh t, m ust be fatal to souls; o r because a few  persons, through 
the special teaching  o f  G o d 's  Spirit, leading them  to select the spiritual m eat and reject the po ison , actually 
find C hrist under those m inistrations; fo r the p roper function  o f  a v isible C hurch is instrum entally  to 
com m unicate to its d iscip les spiritual d iscernm ent, and not to presuppose it; and the happy escape o f these 
souls from  dam nable e rro r is due to the special grace o f G od  shield ing  them  against the regu lar effect o f 
these m inistra tions, ra ther than em ploying  and blessing  them  If this rule o f  judgm en t be den ied , then m ight 
a valid church character possibly be established  for an association  o f  infidels investigating  parts o f  G o d 's  
W ord only for purposes o f  cav il, since the A lm ighty Spirit m ight, against these purposes, em ploy those 
parts o f  the W ord to aw aken and convert som e m em ber.

M IN O R IT Y  R E PO R T

A d  H oc  C om m ittee  to Study the V alidity  o f C ertain  Baptism  

IN T R O D U C T IO N
The evident desire and determ ination  o f all the m em bers o f  the a d  hoc  S tudy C om m ittee  to draw  a clear 

line o f separation betw een truth and un tru th , o r be it, betw een o rthodoxy and he terodoxy/heresy , is both 
p roper and praisew orthy . Because there is no question  am ong us as to the flagrant apostasy  o f  the Rom an 
C atholic  church , consideration  o f R .C  baptism  g ives us a test case for the princip le involved in d iscern ing  
w hat constitu tes a valid baptism  By ex tension , these princip les can be used in o ther cases 
B R IE F H IST O R IC A L  C O M M E N T

A study o f  church history show s that a solid m ajority  o f Presbyterian  churches and . a lm ost w ithout 
excep tion , all R eform ed churches have held R om an C atholic baptism  to be valid . S ince the tim e o f  T hom w ell. 
A m erican P resbyterianism  has largely tended to regard R om an C atholic  baptism  as invalid; p rior to that 
tim e, how ever, m ost o f A m erican Presbyterianism  w as in harm ony with o th e r R eform ed and Presbyterian 
bodies in this m atter. The church has h istorically  not rebaptized those w ho have fallen aw ay from  the faith, 
been excom m unicated , and subsequently  repented . H istorically , the church has not required  rebaptism  for 
those who w ere baptized by m inisters w ho subsequently  proved to be apostate. M ore recen tly , the 1981 
(159th) G eneral Synod o f  the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch . E vangelical Synod endorsed  the validity  o f 
Rom an C atholic baptism . In th is, the Synod concurred  w ith the vigorous and defin itive  d issent by C harles 
Hodge to the decision  o f  the 1845 A ssem bly o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch to declare  R om an C atholic  baptism  
invalid. (H odge, "V alid ity  o f R om ish B aptism " in C hurch Polity).
C O N F E SS IO N A L  A N D  B IB L IC A L  C O N SID E R A T IO N S : V alidity V ersus R egularity  o f  Propriety

As helpful as C hurch history m ay be on this issue, it is to the Scrip tures and to ou r subord inate  standards 
to w hich we should principally  look for d irection . W hen we consider biblical and C onfessional teachings, 
we m ust give careful a ttention to the d istinction  w hich is central to resolu tion  o f this issue: w hether a
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baptism  is irregular  or im proper  (a m atter o f regularity  o r p ropriety) and the re la ted  question  o f w hether 
the baptism  w as va lid  o r  efficacious. C onfusion  o f  these tw o  m atters has m ade m ore d ifficu lt the resolu tion  
o f this baptism al con troversy . S pecifically , in order to estab lish  that a certa in  baptism  w as invalid , it is not 
sufficient sim ply to dem onstrate it to have been irregularly  adm in istered . For exam ple , ou r S tandards teach 
that a baptism  adm inistered  by im m ersion is im proper, yet valid . (W C F  28:3)

C onsider the princip les taught in Exodus 4 :24-26 , w herein G od  had started to kill M oses for h is deliberate  
om ission o f the c ircum cising  o f his son. To prevent the Lord from  slaying M oses, his w ife Z ipporah  (a 
M idianitess) quickly  adm inistered  the sacram ent. T his adm inistra tion  o f circum cision  w as highly irregular, 
yet it w as regarded by G od  as valid  for im m ediately  the L o rd 's  w rath w as turned  aw ay. In his C om m entary  
on E xodus  C alvin com m ents as follows:

C ertain ly  the child  w as not duly (o r regularly) c ircum cised ; and still it is p la in  from  the 
event, that the cerem ony thus rashly perform ed, p leased  G od; fo r it is im m ediately  added 
that 'H e  let him  g o '.

If the highly irregular circum cision  perform ed by the unordained , fem ale M idianitess Z ipporah  w as 
valid , how  much m ore so . felt C alv in , are the less irregu lar baptism s perform ed by the o rda ined , m ale 
priests o f  the C hurch o f R om e. D espite the h ighly irregu lar nature o f  R om ish bap tism . R om an C ath o lic ...

. . . ch ildren  derive som e benefit from  baptism , w hen being  ingrafted into the body o f  the 
chu rch , they are m ade an object o f greater interest to the o ther m em bers. T hen , w hen they 
have grow n up, they are thereby strongly urged to  an earnest desire  o f  serving G od , W ho 
has received  them  as sons by the form al sym bol o f adop tion , before , from  nonage, they w ere 
able to recogize Him  as their F a th e r ..."  (C alv in . In stitu tes, IV: 16)

T H E  SIG N  V E R SU S T H E  T H IN G  SIG N IF IE D
An additional com plication  in clarify ing  the issues involved has been the lack o f care , at tim es, to 

d ifferen tiate  betw een the sign  (outw ardly applied) o f  the sacram ent and the thing s ign ified  (inw ardly  effected); 
W C F  27:2. In C a lv in 's  exp ression , the sacram ent is one th ing , the pow er o f  the sacram ent is another. It is 
G od H im self w ho sovereignly  applies the inw ard grace p rom ised  in the observance o f the sacram ent w hose 
outw ard  sign is applied to the recipient by the adm in istra to r, in accordance w ith D ivine com m and (L arger  
C atechism  163). N either the piety nor the intention o f  the adm in istra to r o f the sacram ent have a bearing 
on the validity  o f the sacram ent; its e fficacy  depends exclusively  upon the w ork o f  the Holy Spirit (W estm inster  
C onfession  o f  Faith  27:3; 2 8 :6 ,7 ,; L C  161, 164. 176, and Scripture cited there in .) A lthough there  is an 
intim ate connection  betw een the hum an action and the div ine g race, so that one is not separate from  the 
o ther, a sharp distinction  m ust be recognized  so that one is never m erged into the other.
TH E  C O U N C IL  O F T R E N T  A N D  T H E  Q U E ST IO N  O F A P O ST A SY  BY T H E  C H U R C H  O F  R O M E  

It has been argued by som e that C alvin and o ther R eform ers w ere v iew ing a R om an C atholic  C hurch 
not yet 'o f f ic ia lly "  aposta tized , and therefore could  coun tenance their baptism  as valid , though highly 
irregular. Som e argue that until the C ouncil o f T ren t, the C hurch  o f  R om e w as not apostate. The C ouncil 
o f  T rent met from  1545 to 1563. It defined the R om an C atholic  position  on the sacram ents in 1547. This 
w as well before the final edition  o f the Institutes  in 1559. Prior to T ren t, C alv in  and the o ther R eform ers
w ere fully aw are o f  the departure  from  the faith by the R om an C atholic  C hurch . They certa in ly  d id  not
aw ait the outcom e o f  the C ouncil o f T rent before p ronouncing  the judgm ent o f  G od upon that C h u rch 's  
apostasy . It is c lear that they recognized, even as we should a lso , that T rent did not change the Rom an 
Catholic doctrine  o f  baptism  It is therefore instructive to note C a lv in ’s com m ents on the parallelism  betw een 
the apostate C hurch o f Rom e and the apostate Israel:

As in ancient tim es, there rem ained am ong the Jew s special priv ileges o f  a C hurch , so in 
the present day we do not deny to the Papists those vestiges o f  a church  w hich the Lord has 
allow ed to rem ain am ong them  am id the d iss ip a tio n .. .S uch , then , is the certa in ty  and constancy 
o f  the div ine goodness, that the covenant o f the Lord con tinued  there (am ong the Israelites) 
and His faith could  not be obliterated  by their perfidy; nor could  c ircum cision  be so profaned 
by their im pure hands as not still to be a true sign and sacram ent o f  H is covenan t. H ence, 
ch ildren  w ho  w ere bom  to  them  the Lord called  His ow n (E zekiel 16:20), though , unless by 
special blessing , they in no respect belonged to Him  So. having deposited  H is covenan t in
G au l, Italy , G erm any , Spain , and E ngland, w hen these countries w ere oppressed  by the
tyranny o f the (papal) A ntichrist, H e. in o rder that His covenant m ight rem ain inviolable, 
first p reserved baptism  there as an evidence o f  the covenan t; baptism  w hich , consecrated  by 
His lips, retains its pow er in spite o f  hum an dep rav ity”  (In s titu te s , IV :2 :1 1)

T he priests and the people o f Israel turned from  serving the Lord unto idolatry and w antoness, so that 
the Lord rem oved H im self from  them  (Jerem iah; E zek ie l.) But G o d  is true unto H is ow n oath  and His 
covenan ted  faithfu lness is everlasting  (Ezekiel 16:60ff).
G O D ’S F A IT H F U L N E S S A N D  T H E  Q U E ST IO N  O F  T H E  W O R T H Y  A D M IN IST R A T O R

It is on the grounds o f G o d ’s faithfu lness that C alvin affirm s.
M oreover, if  we have rightly determ ined that a sacram ent is not to be estim ated  by the
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hand o f him  by w hom  it is adm in istered , but is to be received  as from  the hand o f  G od 
H im self, from  W hom  it undoubtedly  p roceeded , we m ay hence infer that its dignity  neither 
gains nor loses by the adm in is tra to r... T his confutes the e rro r o f the D onatists, w ho m easured 
the efficacy and w orth o f  the sacram ent by the dignity  o f  the m inister. Such in the present 
day are our catabap tis ts  (rebaptizers) w ho deny that we are duly  bap tized , because we w ere 
baptized  in the Papacy by w icked m en and idolaters; hence, they furiously  insist on anabaptism  
(rebaptism ). A gainst these absurdities we shall be suffic iently  fortified  if  we reflect that by 
baptism  we w ere in itiated not into the nam e o f  any m an. but into the N am e o f the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and, therefo re , that baptism  is not o f  m an, but o f G od , by 
w hom soever it may have been adm inistered . (In s titu te s , 1559 ed ition , IV ; 15:16-17)

T o  say that C alvin regarded R om an C atholic  bap tism  (or certain  o ther baptism s) as va lid  is not to say 
that he thought such baptism s should have been adm in istered  or that they w ere p ro p er  baptism s. But it w as 
his view  that once adm in istered , the baptism  w as valid  and irrepeatab le, even if  h ighly  irregular. T h is is 
also  the position o f A ugustine w ho did battle  w ith  the D onatists. T his sect tended to  identify  the invisible 
church (the e lect) w ith the visible church  (a m ixed m ultitude); an im perfect church  w as no church  at all; 
and the loss o f personal perfection  by a m in ister invalidated  any sacram ents adm in istered  by him . T o  the 
D onatists A ugustine replied , “B aptism  be longs to C hrist, regardless o f  w ho m ay give (adm in ister) it.” (A . 
Pelikan , T he C hristian Tradition: The E m ergence  o f  the C a tho lic  T rad ition , C h icago , 1971, V ol. I, p. 3 11) 
T H E  C H U R C H  D E T E R M IN E S T H E  V A L ID IT Y  O R  P R O P R IE T Y  O F  B A P T IS M S

W hereas G od alone determ ines the efficacy  (inw ard , spiritual grace) sign ified  by the outw ard  signs, it 
is the C hurch  itse lf w hich m ust m inisteria lly  determ ine the valid ity  and regularity  o r p ropriety  o f bap tism s, 
in the sam e m anner as it determ ines the valid ity  (c redib ility) o f  professions o f faith o f  those seeking 
m em bership  in the C hurch. For, it w as to  the C hurch  itse lf that C hrist assigned the au thority  o f the keys 
o f  the K ingdom  and the responsib ility  o f  carry ing  out H is G reat C om m ission  (M att. 28 :18-20). As the 
report o f the 159th G eneral Synod o f the R PC ES correctly  observed , the church  thus extends o r w ithholds 
the sacram ents in its declaratory  and m inisterial capacity  as the G od-appoin ted  p illar and foundation  o f 
G o d 's  tru th  (I T im . 3 ;15). The C hurch  m inisteria lly  declares adm inistra tion  o f  the sacram ents to be valid 
(or, invalid) on the basis o f  the p resence (o r absence) o f  ou tw ard , d iscern ib le  e lem ents w hich constitu te 
the c riteria  for validity (L arger C atech ism  163). It is not, therefore , the prerogative  o f  individuals  w ithin 
the church , nor o f recip ients o f the sacram ent to  declare  a baptism  to be valid  o r invalid .
C R IT E R IA  O F  V A L ID IT Y  A N D  C R IT E R IA  O F R E G U L A R IT Y

H ow ever helpful and inform ative it m ay be to consider historical instances in the Scrip tu res, it is 
principally  to exp lic it, verbal instructions that we m ust look in order to estab lish  B iblical criteria . As a 
confessional church , we seek guidance from  the C onfessional S tandards as reliable sum m aries o f  that w hich 
the Scrip tures teach. The fo llow ing criteria  are determ inative  o f valid ity, and m ust therefore  be present in 
the adm inistration  o f  baptism : (By their very nature , ex traord inary  cases are those w hich do  not follow  the
rule, but our concern  is to set forth w hich criteria  are those w hich Scripture specifies).

1. A dm inistered  in the m ost Holy N am e o f  the Trin ity : Father, Son and Holy Spirit (M att. 28:19; 
W CF  2 :3). This form ula m ay be expressed  occasionally  in the nam e o f  C hrist Jesus as m ediatorial 
representative  o f  the Trin ity  (for ex am ple. A cts 2:38).

2. W ith w ater (M att. 3:11; 28:19; John 1:33; 3:5; L .C . 177). It m ay be noted that application  o f 
oil as sym bolic o f  the Spirit is exem plified  in Scripture.

3. U nto those w ho profess faith in the obed ience unto  C hrist, o r unto ch ild ren  o f  those professing  
faith in C hrist (G en. 17-7-9; A cts 2:31-39; I C or. 7:14; L .C .  155: W C F  28:4, 14:1.2, and 
especially  14:3 with regard to the nature o f  the faith requ ired .)

4. A dm inistered by a law fully  ordained  m in ister o f the G ospel ( W C F  27:4; I C or. 4:1; II  :23; Heb. 
5:4; R om . 15:8.).

Besides these essential criteria  w hich determ ine the validity  o f the baptism , o th e r cond itions shou ld  be 
m et for the baptism  to be regarded as p ro p er  o r regu lar. A lthough not exhaustive , the follow ing list include 
those elem ents w hich shou ld  be present in the adm inistra tion  o f  baptism  for it to be regarded as regu lar o r 
proper:

1. W ithin the bounds o f  a body bearing  the m arks o f  a true church  o f Jesus C hrist. (M att. 28:19-20;
I C or. 1:2; 12:12-13; Eph. 4 :11-13)

2. By sprinkling or pouring . (Isaiah 52:15; A cts 2:17; Eph. 5:26; H ebrew s 9 :18-23; 10:22; 12:24; 
W C F  28:3)

3. O nly once to be adm inistered  to each  person. ( W C F  28:7)
T H E  B U R D E N  O F IN V E ST IG A T IN G  P R E V IO U S B A PT ISM S

A session w hich w ishes to carry  out its G od-g iven  responsib ilities w ith sensitiv ity  and conscien tiousness 
m ay find the task o f investigating p revious baptism s a heavy and, at tim es, an im practicable  one. As noted 
in the aforem entioned report adopted by the 159th G eneral Synod o f the R PC E S.
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"T he process o f investigation  through the dim  past, searching  out such th ings as faith or 
the lack o f  it in deceased priest o r parents, w ill conv ince one that only  G od know s the heart.
Dr. Busw ell w isely w ro te .. . ' T he value o f  partic ipation  depends w holly upon its institution 
by C hrist, and not in the slightest degree upon the hum an channel by w hich it is adm in is te red .'
If we are not carefu l, none o f us will know  for sure if  we have been baptized . L ikew ise , if 
our salvation rested  on the quality  o f  ou r faith ra ther than fa ith 's  perfect ob ject, we could 
not truly know if we are sav e d ...G o d  has not left us in such confusing  positions. W e can 
know  we are saved and we can know  we are bap tized ."

R ecognizing that the C hurch o f  R om e is no true C hurch , yet the R PC ES report continued:
If a baptism  com es from  w ithin a C hristian  tradition  w here the Trin ity  is understood and 

Jesus is accepted  as (he O ne W ho cam e in ihe flesh and w here He is designated  the Savior, 
we urge acceptance o f  that baptism  as valid. T hus, we reject outrightly  the baptism  o f cu lts 
w ho stand outside the stream  o f catholic history . T here  is a d istinct difference betw een 
contrived  im itations and R om an d is to rtio n s ... W e express ou r firm  outrage that so m any o f 
its (R om an C atho lic) com m unicants have been taught to trust in the sacram ents them selves 
and to give lip-service to the a toning sacrifice o f the Savior. T he truth o f  G od  has been 
slighted , but the enem y o f  G od has not had a thorough v ictory.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
I. That the A ssem bly  recognize baptism  as valid w hen the follow ing four e lem ents are present in the 

adm inistration:
1. In the N am e o f the T rin ity  (as this term  is defined  in W C F  2 :13): Father. Son. and H oly Spirit.
2. W ith w ater.
3. Unto those professing faith in Jesus C hrist, o r unto children  o f  professing  believers, even if 

not then accom panied  by possession  o f  faith (w hich  alw ays rem ains a m atter know n to God 
alone).

4. By a duly ordained m inister o f the G ospel.
II. That the A ssem bly recognize baptism  as regularly  and properly  adm in istered  w hen the follow ing 

elem ents are p resent, in addition to the e lem ents de term inative  o f validity  (R ecom m endation  I):
I W ithin the bounds o f a body bearing  the m arks o f a true church  o f Jesus C hrist
2. By sprinkling  o r pouring.
3. A dm inistered only once to each person

III That the A ssem bly  respond to the questions from  G race Presbytery  (M in n ies , T enth  G eneral A ssem bly ,
p. 101 f) as follows:

I (Q uestion I ) A re the recip ients o f  so-called baptism  by a relig ious body, w hich c la im ed  the 
sacram ents as part o f  a process o f  ju stifica tion  (as in the case of Rom an C atho lic. C hurch 
o f  C hrist, o r Lutheran C hurches), p roper recip ients o f C hristian baptism ?
Answ er: Baptism  is to be regarded as valid if  the crite ria  for validity  (R ecom m endation  I) 
w ere satisfied , regardless o f  the intent o r understanding  o f the adm in istra to r o r adm inistering  
church

2. (Q uestions 2 and 3) Are those who w ere presented by unbelieving  parents for so-called  infant 
baptism  proper recip ients o f a C hristian  bap tism ? Are those baptized  as adults o r o lder ch ildren  
(it is understood that these persons w ere not professing  believers at the tim e they presented 
them selves for baptism ) p roper recipients o f  C hristian  bap tism ? These questions w ere previ- 
ouslv  answ ered  by the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly (1985); M innies. 1985. p. 85. N o further 
action is required.

3. (Q uestion 4) Are those p resented  by parents fo r "ch risten ing" p roper recip ien ts for C hristian 
bap tism ? A nsw er: W hen parents present their ch ild  for "ch ris ten ing", they should be instructed 
that christen ing  is an inappropriate and unbiblical term  for C hristian  baptism . H ow ever, il 
the "christen ing" was previously adm in istered , and if it met the criteria  for valid ity  (R ecom 
m endation I), th is constitu ted  C hristian  baptism  and should be regarded as valid.

IV. That the A ssem bly  respond to the questions from  W estern  C aro lina  Presbytery  (M in u tes . T enth 
G eneral A ssem bly . p. 99f) as follows:

I (Q uestion II M ay infant baptism  be adm inistered  to covenant children  o f persons w ho arc 
not m em bers o f  the particular congregation  asked? (For personal reasons they have not jo ined  
T rin ity , but hold m em bership  in the C R C  w here the form erly resided .) If so . under w hat 
circum stances?  A nsw er: (T his answ er is that recom m ended by the C om m ittee  o f C om m ission 
ers on Judicial B usiness o f  the Tenth A ssem bly) O rd inarily , infant baptism  should be adm in is
tered only  to  covenant children o f persons w ho are m em bers o f  the requested congregation . 
H ow ever, baptism  is not to be unnecessarily  delayed (BC O  56-1); therefo re , it w ould be 
p roper for a m inister to baptize the child  o f m em bers o f another church  w here those m em bers
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find it im possible o r im practicable to return to their hom e church  due to an occupational 
assignm ent (m ilitary , business, e tc .)  In every  case such  baptism  should be adm in istered  only 
w ith the consent o f the hom e church session , w ith p roper notification  o f the baptism  in order 
that due spiritual oversight m ay be given  and accurate records kept. (T his recom m endation  
is identical to that o f  recom m endation  # 4  o f  the C om m ittee  (M ajority ) R eport.)

2. That the A ssem bly  consider and vote upon the answ er given  by both the C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness and the C om m ittee  on  Judicial B usiness to the question  
o f  W estern C arolina  Presbytery  w hich is now  also  recom m ended  by the S tudy C om m ittee  
w ith the addition  o f  citations from  the confessional s tandards, as follows:
Q . M ay baptism s properly be adm inistered  to indiv iduals m aking profession  o f  fa ith , but 

w ho do not intend to becom e m em bers o f  the requested congregation? If  so, under w hat 
c ircum stances?

A . B aptism  should not be adm inistered  to those indiv iduals m aking profession  o f faith but 
w ho do  not intend to becom e m em bers o f the requested  congregation  (“ B aptism  is a 
sacram ent o f the New T estam en t, ordained  by Jesus C hrist . . .  for the so lem n adm ission  
o f  the party baptized  into the v isible C hurch  . . W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  xxviii, 
I; "B ap tism  is a sacram ent o f the New T estam ent . . . w hereby the parties baptized  are 
so lem nly adm itted into the v isible church  . . ”  L arger  C atech ism  165; "B aptism  is not 
to be adm inistered  to any that are out o f the v isible church  . . L arger C atech ism  166). 
(This recom m endation  is identical to that o f  recom m endation  # 3  o f  the C om m ittee 
(M ajority) R eport.)

3. (Q uestion 3) M ay baptism  properly  be adm inistered  to indiv iduals w ho have been  “christened" 
o r baptised  in infancy, w hen it had been apparent that neither parent w as a  believer?  Please 
cite support for your advice and recom m endation . A nsw er: If  it can be estab lished  that the 
parents w ere professing believers at the tim e o f the baptism  o f the ch ild , the baptism  or 
“ch risten ing" is to be regarded as valid . See R ecom m endation  111-2,3 and the response to 
Q uestion 3 proposed by the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness, 1984 M inutes. 
p. 76.

J .G . Thom pson
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APPENDIX R

REPORT TO THE 14TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PCA 
BY THE COMMITTEE TO STUDY FREEMASONRY

Y our C om m ittee  to S tudy Freem asonry w as given the task  by the T hirteenth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica to thoroughly  research M asonic teachings along w ith a llegations m ade by 
o ther denom inations noted in O verture  36 and bring back its recom m endations to the Fourteenth  G eneral 
A ssem bly (M inutes o f  the G enera l A ssem bly  o f  the 13th G enera l A ssem b ly  o f  the PCA, p. 133).

The study com m ittee w as finally constitu ted  and had its first m eeting in O ctober, 1985. By the tim e o f 
the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly , it w ill have m et four tim es. W e have gathered  w ritings by m em bers o f 
Freem asonry and studied these as w ell as w ritings opposed  to F reem asonry . W e have studied in detail the 
reports and decisions o f the church  courts noted in the overtu re . W e have received num erous le tters, articles 
and bulletins dealing w ith this subject from  those both supportive o f  Freem asonry  and those opposed , inside 
and outside o f  the PCA. W e have interview ed personally  m en w ho arc ruling e lders in the PCA and also 
active in F reem asonry . W e in tend, at the M ay m eeting o f ou r com m ittee , to interview  m em bers o f  the PCA 
w ho w ere active in Freem asonry  but w ho have left that organ ization  for reasons o f C hristian  conviction  

B ecause o f  the shortage o f tim e to fulfill our assignm ent to report this year and because o f  ou r desire 
to do  a m ore thorough research  o f Scripture dealing  w ith this m atter and to hold m ore in terv iew s, your 
com m ittee respectfu lly  requests that our study be continued for ano ther year, to m ake ou r report and 
recom m endations to the Fifteenth G eneral A ssem bly.

T o  d a te , your com m ittee  has received $1 ,535  in designated  funds to the C O A . W e have used, so far. 
in attendance at m eetings, purchase o f  books and m ateria l, and o ther expenses a total o f  $ 1 .0 4 0 .9 7 .

Since the com m ittee  is dependent on m oney designated  for this co m m ittee 's  w ork , and since the G eneral 
A ssem bly approved a budget lim it o f  $ 4 ,000 , we request that the G eneral A ssem bly  rem ind the churches 
and m em bers o f  the PCA o f  ou r need o f funds up to this budgeted  am ount, if this study is to continue to 
com pletion  the w ork you have given us.

R espectfully subm itted .

Jack B. Scott, C hairm an
The C om m ittee to Study Freem asonry

O ther m em bers:

R. b . John T. C lark 
R. b . John Spencer 
T . F . John M. O tis
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APPENDIX S

CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY 
IN THE

NUCLEAR AGE

IN T R O D U C T IO N

The horrors o f  nuclear w arfare w ere d isclosed  to  the w orld with the detonation  o f  the a tom ic bom b over 
H iroshim a and N agasaki in A ugust o f  1945. The bom b w as developed by the U nited States as a coun term ove 
to its potential developm ent by Nazi G erm any; it w as com pleted  and then used by the U nited S tates against 
Japan to avoid a pro tracted  and bloody invasion and to  p rovoke an "unconditional su rrender". The destructive  
pow er o f a single dev ice, with effects so d ifferent from  any w eapon that had been know n before , m eant 
that an ew  age had daw ned in the history o f  hum an w arfare . (See A ppendix A . "E ffects  o f  N uclear W eapons.")

T he generation  since 1945 has been characterized  by escala tion  and p ro lifera tion  o f  nuc lear arsenals, 
but has m ercifully  been spared their further actual use. W hat is our responsib ility  as C hristians now in the 
second generation  o f  the nuclear age? W hat are we to th ink about nuclear de te rrence, nuclear d isarm am ent, 
nuclear defense? G od calls us to apply his w ord to  all areas o f life, including  the m ilitary posture o f  the 
governm ent o f  the nation to w hich we in G o d 's  providence belong. From  a b ib lico-eth ical perspec tive , what 
course should we advocate to  reduce the risk o f  nuclear w ar w ithout cap itu lating  to to ta litarian  aggression?

Table  o f  C ontents

A This A ge in T heological Perspective
B. D iscip leship  and C itizensh ip  
C  Theocratic  W arfare
D. N uclear W eapons

1. N uclear D isarm am ent
a. The Ideal o f N oncom batant Im m unity
b. The Principle o f Proportionate M eans

2. N uclear D eterrence
3. A nti-nuclear D efense

E. Intercession  and Evangelism  
A ppendix A. E ffects o f  N uclear W eapons

1. Fallout
2. Therm al Radiation
3. Initial N uclear R adiation
4. N uclear W inter

A. T H IS A G E  IN T H E O L O G IC A L  PE R SP E C T IV E
The m om entous events o f A ugust 1945. fo r ail their bearing  on the subsequent affa irs  o f  m en and 

nations, did not radically  a lter the course  o f this age. The truly decisive  events are ra ther the death, 
resurrection , and ascension  o f  Jesus C hrist, and his session  at G o d 's  right hand. T hese even ts, together 
w ith the next in the series, nam ely , the return o f  the Son o f M an from  heaven in pow er and g lo ry , give us 
as C hristians ou r fundam ental perspective  on the present. The "nuclear ag e" , with its undeniably  profound 
challenges, nevertheless falls w ithin the in ter-adventual period; ou r th inking  about it is governed by the 
even m ore profound perspective o f  the history  o f  redem ption.

As we con tem plate  the possibility  o f  a nuc lear holocaust in ou r generation , the w ords o f Psalm  46  bear 
a special significance to us

G od is our refuge and strength 
an ever-present help  in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth  give way 
and the m ountains fall into the heart o f  the sea, 

though its w aters roar and foam
and the m ountains quake w ith their surging.

There is a river w hose stream s m ake glad the c ity  o f  G od, 
the holy place w here the M ost High dw ells.

G od is w ithin her, she will not fall;
G od will help her at break o f day.
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N ations are in uproar, k ingdom s fall; 
he lifts his voice , the earth  m elts.

The L O R D  A lm ighty is with us,
the God o f Jacob  is our fortress.

C om e and see the w orks o f  the LO RD
the desolations he has brought on the earth .

He m akes w ars cease to the ends o f the earth; 
he breaks the bow  and shatters the spear, 
he bum s the shield w ith fire.

"B e still, and know  that I am  G od,
I w ill be exalted  am ong the nations,

I will be exalted  in the ea r th .”
The LO R D  A lm ighty is w ith us; 

the G od o f  Jacob is ou r fortress.

T he Psalm  expresses the quiet confidence o f the people o f G od , w hose transcendent hope is in the M ost 
H igh G od . the L O R D  A lm ighty , w hose sovereign  w ill is suprem e. T he C h u rch ’s prim ary  responsib ility  is 
to o ffer this hope to the w orld , the hope o f eternal life th rough faith in Jesus C hrist. N uclear w ar m ay or 
may not be averted; but the wrath o f G od  may be averted  through the substitu tionary  w ork o f  C hrist on the 
cross. This accounts for the confidence o f believers; w hatever happens, “T he L O R D  A lm ighty is w ith us; 
the G od o f Jacob is our fo rtress ."

There is confidence, too , in the know ledge that ultim ately  G od will be exalted  am ong the nations, for 
he is sovereign over all the earth . O f particular relevance is the assurance that he m akes w ars cease to the 
ends o f  the earth (vs. 9). O ne o f the m ost stirring v isions o f  the p rophets expresses this hope for the future.

In the last days 
the m ountain o f the L O R D ’S tem ple w ill be established 
as ch ie f am ong the m ountains;

it w ill be raised  above the hills,
and people will stream  to it.

M any nations will com e and say,
"C om e, let us go up to the m ountain o f  the LO R D  

to the house o f the G od o f  Jacob.
He will teach us h is w ays, 

so that we m ay walk in his path s."

The law will go  out from  Z ion,
the w ord o f  the L O R D  from  Jerusalem .

He will judge betw een m any peoples
and will settle disputes for strong nations far and w ide.

They will beat their sw ords into p low shares 
and their spears into pruning hooks.

N ation will not take up  sw ord against nation, 
nor w ill they train for w ar anym ore.

Every m an will sit under his ow n vine 
and under his ow n fig tree.

and no one will m ake them  afraid, 
for the L O R D  A lm ighty  has spoken.

The passage quoted is M icah 4; 1-4; the sam e vision w ith slight variations appears also  in Isaiah 2:2-4. 
The vivid im age o f beating sw ords into p low shares and spears into pruning  hooks is w ell-know n; not so 
w ell-know n are the preceding verses w hich are the basis fo r it. T he Lord will m ake w ars cease by draw ing 
all nations to h im self, teaching  them  his law , causing  them  to w alk in his w ays, and sovereignly  ruling 
over them . Ideological d ifferences betw een nations, and the need to defend against aggression  o r to  rectify 
injustice by arm ed force, will have all passed aw ay. H opes for total d isarm am ent and an end  to  w ar apart 
from  such a context are bound to  be d isappointed.

T he v ision is "escha to log ica l" ; it belongs to a future that has not yet arrived , although it has been  set 
in m otion by the first com ing o f  C hrist. Through the m issionary preaching o f  the gospel, G od is p resently
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tak ing  from  am ong the nations a people fo r his N am e (A cts 15:14). In this w ay the nations have already 
begun to stream  to the exalted  m ountain o f  the L o rd 's  tem ple , the heavenly  Jerusalem  (H eb. 12:22). In the 
carry ing  out o f  the G reat C om m ission , the d iscip ling  o f the nations has begun as G o d ’s people  are baptized  
and taught to observe C h ris t’s w ord (M t. 28:19-20). But the full effec t is yet to be realized .

T his provokes a tw ofold  question: W hen may w e expect the p rophetic  v ision o f peace am ong the nations 
to be fu lfilled , and w hat is our responsib ility  as C h ris t’s d iscip les w ith respect to w ar and peace in the 
m eantim e?

C h ris t 's  ow n perspective  on this age betw een his first and second advent is set forth  fo r us, so far as it 
has p leased him  to m ake it know n, in the portion o f  Scrip ture  com m only  called  the O livet D iscourse  (M t. 
24, M k. 13, Lk. 21). Som e o f  the details o f the d iscourse  are noto riously  d ifficu lt o f  in terp reta tion , but 
the gist is c lear enough. Jesus te lls his discip les not to be a larm ed w hen they hear o f  w ars and rum ors o f  
wars: “Such th ings m ust happen , but the end is still to c o m e ."  He thus prepares them  for a period  in w hich 
“nation will rise against nation and k ingdom  against k in g d o m .” Such even ts, along w ith fam ines and 
earthquakes in various p laces, are to be v iew ed as "the  beg inn ing  o f  birth  p an g s ,” from  w hich a better 
w orld will in due course em erge. In the m eantim e, “T his gospel o f  the k ingdom  will be p reached  in the 
w hole w orld as a testim ony to  all nations, and then the end will com e" (M t. 24:5-14).

From  this it is natural to conclude that w ar w ill con tinue to be a liab ility  until the return o f  Jesus C hrist. 
C learly  the w orld in w hich we live is still a w orld in travail. It is as true for us as it w as for the apostle 
Paul that "the  w hole creation  has been groaning  in the pains o f ch ildb irth  right up to the present tim e" 
(R om . 8:22). W e enjoy  the first fruits o f the Spirit now , but w e are saved in the hope o f  a harvest yet to com e.

It w ould be w rong , how ever, to conclude that no m itigation  o f the e ffects  o f  the fall is possib le  in the 
sphere o f  in ternational relationships. Just as C hristians m ay w ork to lim it the su ffering  caused  by natural 
d isasters , so they m ay w ork to lim it the suffering caused  by unjust and unnecessary  w ars.

B. D IS C IP L E SH IP  A N D  C IT IZ E N SH IP
Christians are called  in this age to announce the good new s o f  the com ing kingdom  o f  G od and to 

exhib it its reality  in their lives. T he realm  o f politics is not excluded . So we m ust ask: A s d iscip les o f 
C hrist, w hat are ou r political responsib ilities w ith respect to the issues o f w ar and peace in ou r tim e? D oes 
C hrist require his discip les to renounce all use o f the sw ord for the sake o f  his k ingdom , o r are there at 
least som e uses o f  the sw ord that he requires his d iscip les to m aintain  for the sake o f  his k ingdom ?

At first g lance, m any passages in the gospels seem  to m ake renunciation  o f  the sw ord a requ irem ent o f 
C hristian d iscip leship . "D o not resist an evil person. If  som eone strikes you on  the righ t cheek , turn to  him  
the o ther a lso” (M t. 6 :39). "L ove your enem ies and pray for those w ho persecute  you , that you m ay be 
sons o f  your Father in heaven” (M t. 6 :44-48). “ Put your sw ord back in its p lace ,” Jesus said  to  Peter, “ for 
all w ho draw  the sw ord will d ie by the sw ord” (M t. 26:52). But w hat is forb idden to the church  as an 
institu tion , o r to the individual C hristian  as an indiv idual, is not necessarily  forb idden to the state, o r to 
the individual C hristian  as an agent o f  the state. Indiv iduals m ay not avenge them selves (R om . 12:19), but 
the civil m agistrate is “G o d ’s servant, an agent o f  wrath to  bring  punishm ent on the w rongdoer” under 
appropriate circum stances (R om . 13:4).

That so ld iering  is not in itse lf inconsistent w ith d iscip lesh ip  is ev iden t from  the gospel records them selves. 
T he tw o groups singled  out by nam e in the preaching  o f  John the B a p tis t- tax  collectors and so ld ie rs-rep re sen t 
tw o o f  the m ost characteristic  and necessary  functions o f  civil governm ent. John te lls ne ither g roup to 
forsake their occupation; instead he calls fo r ju s tice  w ithin their respective spheres o f  serv ice. The tax -co l
lectors are not to collect m ore than is requ ired , and the soldiers are not to  ex tort m oney o r accuse people 
falsely (L k. 3:12-14). T he C hristian  church has long observed  the positive a ttitude tow ard  c ivil governm ent 
and its legitim ate coercive pow er im plicit in these instructions.

The sam e is evident from  the w ay in w hich both  Jesus and the apostles relate to various centurions in 
the G ospels and A cts. O f one Jesus said , “ I tell you, I have not found such great faith even  in Israel” (Lk. 
7:9). L ater Peter is sent, bearing "the  good new s o f peace through Jesus C hrist w ho is Lord o f a ll ,” to the 
house o f C ornelius, a centurion  in w hat w as know n as the Italian R egim ent (A cts 10:1, 36). W hile Peter 
was giving his m essage, the Holy Spirit cam e on C ornelius and the o thers , and they w ere then baptized  in 
the nam e o f  Jesus C hrist. A gentile  centurion  w as thus added to the church  w ithout being required  to give 
up e ither h is ethnic identity or his m ilitary vocation.

The involvem ent o f  G o d ’s people in m ilitary affairs dates from  the tim e o f A braham  and the first arm ed 
conflic t betw een k ings recorded in the Scrip tures (G en. 14:1 ff). A braham  we know  “w as looking forw ard 
to the city w ith foundations, w hose architect and bu ilder is G od" (H eb. 11:10). At the sam e tim e, he entered  
into a political alliance w ith A ner, E shcol, and M am re the A m orite, near w hose great trees at H ebron 
A braham  had com e to dw ell. W hen four kings engaged  in a w ar o f  conquest under the leadership  o f 
K edorlaom er, king  o f E lam , defeated  the kings o f Sodom  and G om orrah  and their a llies, carry ing  o ff Lot 
and his possessions in the p rocess, A braham  m oved in to  action w ith his 318 trained  m en. W ith  his allies 
he pursued and defeated  the forces o f K edorlaom er, recovering  all the goods and cap tives, including  Lot.
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O n his return from  defeating  the four k ings. A braham  is m et by M elchizedek, king  o f Salem  and priest 
o f  G od M ost H igh, who b lesses A braham  with these words:

B lessed be A bram  by G od M ost H igh,
C reato r o f H eaven and earth .

And blessed be G od M ost H igh,
who delivered  your enem ies into your hand.

The b lessing constitu tes divine approval o f  A b rah am 's  course o f  action in that situation . W ith respect 
to M elchizedek, the w riter o f H ebrew s points ou t. ‘F irst, h is nam e m eans 'k in g  o f  righ teousness '; then 
also , 'k ing  o f S a lem ' m eans ‘king o f p e a c e '” (H eb. 7 :2). W hat A braham  did  in rescuing  Lot by m ilitary 
force was consisten t with the dem ands both o f righteousness and o f peace. T he cause w as m anifestly  just: 
defense o f life and property against unw arranted  aggression . It w as conducted  by com peten t c iv il au thority , 
ra ther than being sim ply the im provisation o f  an aggrieved relative. T he goal w as the restoration  o f  peace; 
A braham  rejected  the "spo ils o f w ar” offered by the king o f S odom , refusing to take so m uch as a thread 
o r a sandal thong beyond the expenses o f his m en in the field . T his lim ited use o f arm ed force to restrain  
aggression  w hen necessary God approves, lest the earth  again be overrun  w ith vio lence as it w as before 
the flood (G en. 6:11).

The sanction for the use o f the sw ord to the ex ten t o f taking hum an life in retributive ju s tice  for hum an 
life sinfully  taken is found in connection  with G o d 's  covenan t w ith N oah: "W hoever sheds the blood o f 
m an, by m an shall his blood be sh ed ”  The ground for such an extrem e m easure im m ediately  follow s: “ For 
in the im age o f G od  has G od m ade m an” (G en. 9:6). It is the suprem e value o f  hum an life as belonging  
to creatures m ade in G o d 's  im age that, paradoxically  to som e, is enhanced and guarded by the institution 
o f capital pun ishm ent for m urder.

The authority  to carry out this m andate has been g iven , not to indiv iduals, but to the c ivil governm ent, 
as is explic itly  stated in Rom ans: “For he is G o d ’s servant to do  you good . . . he does not bear the sword 
for nothing. He is G o d ’s servant, and agent o f  w rath to bring  punishm ent on the w rongdoer" 
(R om . 13:4). W hen a C hristian m agistra te, o r agent o f the civil governm ent, carries out this G od-ordained  
function , he o r she does not violate the law o f  love, as the late John M urray , fo llow ing A ugustine, argued 
in his P rincip les o f  C onduct (1957). T he dem and o f love, unrelenting  and all-pervasive as it is, does not 
abrogate the dem and o f  justice. Love is not inconsistent w ith the infliction o f  pun ishm ent for w rong. Love 
is first o f  all love to G od , and there love o f  ju stice  H ence, w hen we view  the dem and  o f love in its broader 
p roportions, the dem and o f love and the dem and o f ju stice  are really  one. A ju s t w ar is sim ply w ar undertaken 
and conducted  in the defense and prom otion  o f  the d ic ta tes o f  justice; there can be no incom patib ility  
betw een the dem ands o f  love and the conduct o f  such a w ar. T he w ounding and k illing  involved are the 
use o f the sw ord w hich G od has put into the hand o f the civil m agistrate as the instrum ent o f  m aintaining 
ju stice  and punishing  evildoers. The sw ord is never in trinsically , and should never be in p ractice, the 
instrum ent o f vindictive and m alicious hate. W henever a nation , or even a so ld ier on the field  o f  battle , 
uses the w eapons o f w ar as the instrum ents o f v indictive revenge ra ther than as the instrum ents o f retributive 
ju s tice , then the dictates o f  both ju stice  and love are desecrated . It is hate that con trad icts  the love, and it 
alw ays does. But w ar in the protection and v indication o f  ju stice  is not prom pted by hate but by the love 
o f ju s tice , and such love never contradicts the love o f  ou r enem ies w hich the Lord h im se lf a lw ays and 
unequivocally  dem ands (p. 179).

The purposes for w hich G od has ordained the state and arm ed it w ith coercive pow er are set forth in 
Psalm  82:1-4.

G od presides in the great assem bly; 
he g ives judgm en t am ong the ‘g o d s ’:

How  long w ill you defend the unjust 
and show  partiality  to the w icked?

D efend the cause o f  the w eak and fa therless, 
m aintain the rights o f the poor and oppressed .

R escue the w eak and needy;
deliver them  from  the hand o f the w icked.

It is the function o f civil governm ent in a fallen w orld to  m aintain  ju s tice  and peace, and especially  to 
defend those under its ju risd ic tion  w ho o therw ise w ould be tram pled  upon by the w icked. In pursu it o f 
these ends, w hich A ugustine rightly  understood to be a social dim ension  o f  love for ou r neighbor, C hristians 
“m ay law fu lly , now under the new  testam ent, w age w ar, upon ju s t and necessary  occasion" ( W estm inster  
C onfession  o f  F aith , X X III, ii).
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The right o f  the civil m agistrate to w age w ar {jus ad  h e liu m ) in o rder to m aintain ju s tice  and peace is 
subject to a tw ofold  lim itation: lawful w ars m ust be ju s t  an d  necessary. Inasm uch as the state has been 
ordained by G od to pro tect hum an life, to secure hum an righ ts, and to prom ote hum an values, its use o f 
the sw ord m ust be consistent w ith these ends, and alw ays proportionate  to them . The “ju s t and necessary” 
principle applies to the m eans bv w hich a lawful w ar is w aged {jus in bello)  as well as the occasion  for it.

C . T H E O C R A T IC  W A R F A R E
In developing  a b ib lico-eth ical approach to m odem  w arfare , it is crucial to recognize the d istinctiveness 

o f ancient Israel and her unique function in the history  o f  redem ption . Israel as a nation-sta te  w as the people 
o f G od. In fulfillm ent o f  his covenan ted  prom ise to A braham , G od redeem ed his people  from  bondage in 
Egypt; at the exodus "they  w ere all baptized  into M oses in the c loud  and in the sea” (I C or 10:2); at Sinai 
they w ere constitu ted  a theocracy  through the covenant G od m ade w ith them  there , "a  k ingdom  o f  priests 
and a holy nation” (E xodus 19:6). L ater on , in a p rayer o f response to a further covenan t estab lish ing  his 
dynasty . K ing D avid reflects on the uniqueness o f Israel in these words:

And w ho is like your people Is ra e l- th e  one nation on earth  that G od w ent out to redeem  as a people 
for h im self, and to perform  great and aw esom e w onders by driv ing  out nations and their gods from  
before your people, w hom  you redeem ed from  Egypt You have established  your people  Israel as 
your very ow n forever, and you , O  L O R D , have becom e their G od. (2 Sam . 7 :23-24).

W hen G od m ade his covenan t w ith A braham  and prom ised his descendan ts  possession  o f the land , it 
was w ith this w ord concerning the current inhabitants: "In the fourth generation  your descendan ts  will com e 
back here, fo r  the sin o f  the A m orites has not yet reached  its fu l l  m easure"  (G en. 15:16). W hen in G o d 's  
eyes it reached its full m easure , he sum m oned his servant Israel to execute  his w rath. "E ven the land was 
defiled: so I punished it for its s in , and the land vom ited out its inhabitants" (L ev. 18:25). T his provides 
the rationale for the w arfare o f  utter destruction  (h ere m ) p rescribed  fo r Israel in such passages as D euteronom y 
7:1-6.

W hen the LO R D  your G od brings you into the land you are entering  to possess and drives out before 
you m any n a tio n s ...a n d  w hen the L O R D  your G od has delivered  them  over to you and you have 
defeated  them , then you  m ust destroy them  tota lly . M ake no treaty w ith them , and show  them  no 
m ercy ... For you are a people  holy to the L O R D  your G od. The LO R D  your G od has chosen  you 
out o f  all the peoples on the face o f the earth  to be h is peop le , his treasured  possession.

Because o f  Is rae l's  unique national calling as the people  o f G od , and G o d 's  purpose in that stage o f 
history o f  redem ption , the conquest o f the land o f  C anaan does not provide a m odel for the conduct o f 
w arfare in general. It w as a special m anifestation  o f  G o d 's  re tributive  ju s tice , w hich in its severity  and 
totality  w as a p refiguration  o f hell. Is rae l's  use o f  the sw ord at the L o rd 's  com m and in herem  w arfare goes 
beyond the restraint o f evil m andated  to o ther nation-states; it is the prototype o f  the judgm ent o f the Lord 
h im self at the last day.

A lthough not all o f  the wars o f Israel feature the strict requ irem ents o f the herem , they are all holy 
w a rs - th e  m ilitary records are called "the  B ook o f the W ars o f  the L O R D " (N um . 21 :14)—and thus bear a 
typological significance. V arious elem ents are d istinctive . A cam paign against an enem y with superior 
forces (horses, chario ts , a larger arm y) is undertaken in the assurance that the Lord w ill be w ith his people 
w hom  he brought out o f  Egypt (Dt. 20:1). As the battle is jo in ed , the priest addresses the arm y in these words:

H ear, O Israel, today you are going  into battle against your enem ies. D o not be fa in thearted  or 
afraid; do not be terrified  o r give w ay to panic before them . For the LO R D  your G od is the one 
w ho goes with you to fight for you against your enem ies to give you victory . (D t. 20:3-4).

F ollow ing this prom ise o f v ic tory , the o fficers  send hom e any w hose lives are as yet unfulfilled  in 
s ignificant respects (house, v ineyard , w ife), as w ell as all w ho are sim ply afraid (D t. 20:5-9). Possibly 
there is som e general princip le  involved in the d ism issa l, but it is cond itioned  by the con tex t o f  assured  
victo y against superior forces, a prom ise g iven uniquely to Israel.

P rom ises o f v ic to ry , o f cou rse , w ere m ade w ith the condition  o f  fa ithfu lness to the covenan t. T his 
entailed ritual c leanness o f  the m ilitary cam p, ano ther d istinctive  feature o f  theocratic  w arfare  (D t. 23:9-14). 
The cam p had to be holy, "F o r the LO R D  your G od m oves about in your cam p to protect you and to deliver 
your enem ies to you" (vs. 14).

In light o f  the overall con tex t, the conduct o f  w arfare described in D euteronom y 20:10-15 , w hile not 
involving the herem  (as in verses 16-17), should nevertheless be read as prov isions o f holy  w arfare unique
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to Israel, and not taken as norm ative fo r the conduct o f  w arfare in general. M o ses ' final b lessing  o f  the 
tw elve tribes (D t. 33:29) view s all theocratic  w arfare from  the perspective  o f the h istory  o f  redem ption , 
w ith its distinctive purposes and provisions.

B lessed are you, O  Israel!
W ho is like you , 
a people saved by the LO R D ?

He is your shield and helper 
and your glorious sword.

Y our enem ies will cow er before you,
and you will tram ple dow n their h igh places.

T his being  the case , reliance on certain  types o f arm am ents, specifically  horses and chario ts , is incom 
patible w ith theocratic trust (D t. 17:16, Is. 31:1), partly because the source o f  these  w eapons is Egypt. 
W hy should the redeem ed people o f G od  look to their fo rm er oppressors for de liverance?  T o  show  that he 
w ould alw ays be their de liverer, instead o f providing  his people w ith chario ts o f iron , G od com m issioned 
trum pets o f  ham m ered silver.

The sons o f A aron, the p riests, are to blow  the trum pets. T his is to be a lasting ord inance fo r you 
and the generations to com e. W hen you go  into battle  in your ow n land against an enem y w ho is 
oppressing  you , sound a blast on the trum pets. T hen you will be rem em bered  by the LO R D  your 
G od and rescued from  your enem ies. (N um . 10:8-9).

In due course, theocratic Israel is succeeded in the history  o f redem ption  by the C hristian  chu rch , the 
new  form  o f the people o f G od. W ith the full accom plishm ent o f redem ption  in the Person and w ork o f  
C hrist, the spiritual forces o f  evil in the heavenly realm s. (Eph. 6:12).

For ou r struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the ru lers, against the au thorities , against 
the pow ers o f this dark w orld and against the sp iritual forces o f evil in the heavenly  realm s. (Eph. 6 :12).

For though we live in the w orld , we do  not w age w ar as the w orld does. T he w eapons we live w ith 
are not the w eapons o f  the w orld. O n the con tra ry , they have div ine pow er to  dem olish  strongholds.
W e dem olish argum ents and every pretension  that sets itse lf up against the know ledge o f G od , and 
we take captive every thought to m ake it obedient to C hrist. (I C or. 10:3-5).

The prom ise o f  divine v ictory  a ttaches now  to this w arfare (M t. 16:18; 1 John 4 :4 , 5 :4 ), and not to 
m ilitary engagem ents even on ju s t and necessary occasion . The purpose o f the B ook o f the W ars o f  the 
Lord is theo log ical, w ritten for the instruction o f  the church  in its w arfare , and not as a basis today fo r any 
nation presum ing  to m ake a “holy  w ar” against its enem ies.

This is not to say that the O ld T estam ent contains no  princip les that are re levan t to national policy  on 
m ilitary affairs. For one th ing , for all its ev iden t non-pacific ism , the O ld T estam ent does not foster the 
spirit o f m ilitarism  w hich g lorifies w ar and cultivates the m artial arts as the suprem e cultural achievem ent 
The m ost dram atic ev idence o f  this is the L o rd ’s refusal to allow  King D avid to build the tem ple: "Y ou 
are not to build  a house for my N am e, because you are a m an o f w ar and have shed blood: (I C hron. 28:3). 
Instead  the priv ilege goes to D av id 's  son . K ing S olom on, "a  m an o f  peace and re s t,"  during  w hose reign 
G od granted Israel peace and quie t (1 C hron. 22:9), so that the nonm ilitary  aspects o f the culture  w ere 
allow ed to flourish . The principle is that w hile national security  through an adequate  m ilitary defense is a 
necessary  and w orthy goal, it is rightly  pursued in the interest o f  o ther goals that m ore appropria te ly  form  
the cen ter o f national life, especially  p ie ty , ju s tice , and peace (cf. W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith , X X III, ii).

A nother th ing to observe in the biblical record is the principle o f  the solidarity  o f  hum an societies. W ars 
are betw een nations; kings in m aking w ar put their people as w ell s their arm ies at risk. S iege w arfare in 
particu lar inflicted  great suffering upon the civ ilian  population . This is indeed trag ic , but the solidarity  o f 
a people m eans that in w arfare an abso lu te  d istinction  betw een com batan t and noncom batant cannot be 
m aintained . O n the o ther hand, the opening  oracles o f the book o f A m os condem n all unnecessary  acts  o f  
v io lence in w ar, w hether d irected  against sold iers o r c iv ilians (cf. A m os 1:3, 1:6, 1:11, 1:13, 2:2).

F inally , all nations should recognize the lim itations o f m ilitary prow ess. T o  m ake adequate  provision  
for the com m on defense is a necessary governm ental obligation  in a fallen w orld , but the security  o f a 
nation is u ltim ately in the hands o f  the sovereign Lord o f heaven and earth , "the  O ne w ho g ives victory to 
k ings” (Ps. 144:10).
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D. N U C L E A R  W E A P O N S IN M O R A L  P E R SP E C T IV E
The sixth com m andm ent. Thou shalt not kill, requires “all careful s tud ies, and law ful endeavors, to 

p reserve the life o f ourselves and o th e rs ,"  and forbids “ all tak ing  aw ay the life o f  ourse lves, o r o f  o thers, 
except in case o f public ju s tice , lawful w ar, o r necessary  defense" (W estm inster L arger C atechism , qq. 
135-136). N uclear w eapons obviously  pose an enorm ous threat to  hum an life; the duty to preserve the life 
o f  o urselves and o thers requires careful inquiry into the best strategy consisten t w ith m orality  for preventing  
their use. To qualify , a strategy m ust intend noth ing  in trinsically  sin fu l, and prom ise a lesser am ount o f 
harm  than any available alternative. The m ajor p roposals m ay be categorized  as strategies o f  d isarm am ent, 
deterrence, or defense.

I. N uclear D isarm am ent
The case for nuclear d isarm am ent is argued on tw o grounds: ( I )  that any use o f  nuclear w eapons, 

including their threatened use as a deterrent, is im m oral per se, and (2) that the best w ay to  prevent the 
use o f nuclear w eapons is to w ork for their reduction  and eventual e lim ination . It is im portant to d istinguish  
the tw o grounds; the first en tails unila tera l d isarm am ent as a m oral im perative; the second is open to  the 
condition  o f m ultilateral agreem ent.

N uclear w eapons are said to be im m oral because they are necessarily  ind iscrim inate , threatening  civ ilian  
populations as m uch m ore than legitim ate m ilitary targets, and because any use o f  them  w ould be d isp ropo r
tionate, running the risk o f escala tion  to a "ho locaust" that could  destroy the earth . N uclear w eapons thus 
fail on both counts to m eet the m oral criteria  fo r ju s t conduct in w arfare (ju s  in hello ), necessitating  a stance 
o f nuclear pacifism . The tw o reasons require separate d iscussion .

a. The Ideal for N oncom batant Im m unity
Is the im m unity o f noncom batants from  direct a ttack  a m oral absolute according  to  biblical principles 

o f justice'.’
C learly , the Bible forbids and condem ns all unnecessary  killing . The circum stances under w hich hum an 

life may be taken are alw ays excep tional; the burden o f  p ro o f falls upon those w ho kill ano ther hum an 
being to show that it is m orally  justifiab le  as an instance o f  pu b lic  ju s tice , law fu l w ar, o r necessary  defense. 
O therw ise k illing is m urder, and pits one against G od on the side o f  the devil, “w ho w as a m urderer from  
the beg inn ing" (Jn. 8:44).

It fo llow s that killing as an act o f personal re ta lia tion , m aking w ar on o ther than ju s t and necessary 
occasion , and killing that is not strictly  necessary  in defense o f onese lf, o n e ’s fam ily , o r o n e ’s n a tio n -e v e n  
in a lawful w a r -a re  m urder. O n the o ther hand, putting w ar c rim inals  to death as an act o f public ju s tice , 
going to w ar to defend a nation and its cultural values from  to ta litarian  aggression , and unavoidable k illing 
in self-defense are not m urder, but are ra ther com m anded  o r perm itted  precisely out o f regard for the sanctity  
o f  hum an life.

In a w ar undertaken in the just and necessary defense o f a nation , enem y soldiers m ay law fully  be 
attacked and killed , so long as they represent a threat. But having been w ounded, taken p risoner, or 
surrendered , their situation changes; it is no longer necessary  to kill them  since they no longer pose a threat. 
C ounter-fo rce  has achieved its objective  against the unjust use o f  force. Form er com batan ts  are as m uch 
protected by the law o f  no unnecessary  k illing  as are noncom batan ts  in general.

The principle o f  noncom batant im m unity does not rule out the ir being  killed as the fo reseeab le , unavo id 
able, and collateral result o f a necessary  attack on an en em y ’s m ilitary  forces o r w ar-m aking capabilities 
W hether or not an attack is a "m ilitary  necessity" is a relative ju d g m en t, dependent upon the degree o f 
threat and the seriousness o f the values at stake. In an extrem e case , as a last resort, it m ight be necessary 
to subject enem y civ ilians to direct attack , if there w ere no o ther w ay to prevent the annihila tion  o f country  
justly  at w ar against a to ta litarian  aggressor. In view  o f  the b ib lical view  o f the solidarity  o f  hum an socie ties, 
this ex trem e m easure cannot be ruled out absolu tely  as a m atter o f  principle H ow ever, this position  ought 
to be held w ith the greatest caution and reserve, inasm uch as the general princip le o f  noncom batan t im m unity 
from direct attack provides an im portant lim itation in the conduct o f  w arfare that is designed  to prevent 
unnecessary taking o f  hum an life.

b. The Principle o f  Proportionate M eans
It is a settled principle o f justice  in w arfare that the m eans m ust be proportionate  to the end ; that is, 

that the harm  done m ust be com m ensurate  with the values being defended and m aintained . A m ong other 
th ings, this follow s from  the lex ta lionis  (law  o f  re ta lia tion) found in scripture (e .g . ,  Exod. 21:23-25), 
w hich lim ited harm  by requiring punishm ent to fit the crim e.

Are nuclear w eapons necessarily  d isp roportionate , so that any use o f  them  is im m oral on the grounds 
that they will do  m ore harm  than good?

O ther th ings being equal, nuc lear d isarm am ent is desirab le  as a m eans o f reducing  the risk o f  nuclear 
war; but it is not in itse lf a m oral absolute. O ne m ust consider not only how  to avert a nuclear holocaust, 
but also how to prevent the loss o f freedom  o f entire  peoples. G iven the d ilem m a o f possib le  escala tion  to 
an a ll-out nuclear w ar, on the one hand, and the near certa in ty  o f  enslavem ent to a to ta litarian  pow er, on 
the o ther, it is not c lear that the nonuse o f  nuclear w eapons is an absolute m oral ob ligation . T he degree o f
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risk m ust be w eighed against the degree o f  threat; it is not certa in  that any use o f nuclear w eapons would 
lead inevitably to a holocaust that w ould destroy the earth .

T hese considerations apply to “ first strike” as well as to  retaliatory  use o f nuclear w eapons. A n absolute 
com m itm ent to a policy o f  “no first use” o f  nuclear w eapons no m atter w hat the c ircum stances m ay be. is 
in effect a form  o f  unilateral d isarm am ent, en ta iling  surrender to  an aggressor equipped w ith superior 
conventional forces. "F irst strike p acifism ,"  in d istinction  from  nuclear pacifism  as such , is an untenable 
e thical position; if  it is m orally w rong to  strike first because o f  the risk o f  esca la tion , it is m orally  w rong 
to strike second fo r the sam e reason.

So far we have been discussing  the case  for nuclear d isarm am ent as an absolu te  m oral im perative . O ur 
conclusion  is that w hile noncom batant im m unity and proportionality  are profound concerns in dealing  with 
nuclear w eapons, they do not necessarily  and absolu tely  rule out any possib le  use, though they do  place 
trem endous burden o f justification  upon the user. W e turn now  from  the strictly  m oral argum ent to the 
prudential strategy o f  m ultilateral nuclear disarm am ent.

The problem  w ith unilateral disarm am ent m ay be concisely  stated in the w ords o f  the psalm ist: “ I am 
a  m an o f  peace; but w hen I speak , they are o f  w ar" (Psa. 120:7). A nation  m ight g lad ly  d isarm  itse lf and 
use its treasure for peaceful purposes w ere it not fo r o ther nations with hostile  intentions. A realistic  strategy 
o f  d isarm am ent m ust look to m ultilateral agreem ents in seeking  to  reduce the risk o f  nuc lear w ar. But there 
are problem s w ith this as w ell.

M ultilateral agreem ents on arm s control are difficu lt to achieve, let alone verify  and enforce , w hen 
nations are at w ar on the level o f ideology. T he current "arm s race” betw een the U nited  S tates and the 
Soviet U nion is due to radically  opposed sociopolitical theories and goals w hich can  on ly  be reconciled  by 
conversion o r capitu lation . In such a situation  the m ost that can be hoped for is arm s reduction  out o f  m utual 
self-interest.

Arm s negotiations that genuinely o ffer prom ise o f  a m ore secure and ju s t peace should  be supported  by 
C hristians and all persons o f  good w ill. Specific  p roposals, such as im m ediately  to freeze the testing , 
production , and deploym ent o f nuc lear w eapons, m ust be exam ined in the light o f  this criterion .

2. N uclear D eterrence
D eterrence is a strategy designed to discourage and prevent an enem y from  taking  certa in  actions by 

posing unacceptable  risks as a consequence. In one o f  Jesu s ' illustrations on counting  the cost o f  d iscip lesh ip , 
superior m ilitary force acts as a deterrent by reducing  the prospects o f  success.

Suppose a king is about to go  to w ar against ano ther king. W ill he not first sit dow n and consider
w hether he is able w ith ten thousand m en to oppose the one com ing against him  with tw enty  thousand?
If he is not ab le, he will send a delegation  w hile the o ther is still a long way o ff and w ill ask for
term s o f peace. (L k. 14:31-32)

It should be noted that deterrence depends upon rational calculation  o f  an e n em y 's  m ilitary  m ight and 
the will to use it. A lso, it provides no guard  against fanaticism  fo r w hich no risks are unacceptable.

A side from  these problem s, there is the question  o f  the m oral status o f  threats o f  nuclear re taliation. 
For a threat to be credib le , it m ust be capable  o f  being  carried  out. T his m eans that the threatened action 
m ust be both m ilitarily  feasible and m orally  ju stifiab le .

The m ere possession  o f nuclear w eapons w ithout som e clear policy  regarding the ir use w ould  be an 
unstable deterrent. In determ ining po licy , the key question  is w hether the threat o f  nuclear retaliation  is 
m orally  ju s tifiab le  as a deterrent. In determ ining  po licy , the key question  is w hether the threat o f nuclear 
retaliation  is m orally  justifiab le  as a deterrent. In the debate on this question , a d istinction  is m ade betw een 
“coun tervalue" and “counterfo rce” strategic use o f nuclear w eapons.

C ountervalue strategy targets c ities, threatening m assive retaliation to the industrial base , cultural ach ieve
m ents. and civ ilian  population  o f an enem y nation It is currently  based  on the idea that “ m utual assured  
destruction” (M A D ) is the best way o f  preventing  a nuclear w ar betw een the superpow ers; the risk o f 
annihilation  acts as a deterrent.

C ounterforce  strategy targets m ilitary insta llations, threatening sufficient co lla teral harm  to c iv ilians and 
society to  de te r an enem y from  a nuclear first strike. T he consequences, w hile short o f ann ih ila tion , w ould 
nevertheless be d isastrous to the m ilitary and horrendous for the general population . N uclear retaliation  as 
such poses an unacceptable risk.

Both strategies are intended to prevent the use o f nuclear w eapons by deterring  the first strike; both  are 
p repared  to use nuclear w eapons in a retaliatory  second strike should deterrence fail. D oes the law  o f 
re ta lia tion  (lex  ta lio n is ) allow  “a strike for a strike" using nuclear w eapons?

The law  o f retaliation  is severely  strained in its application  to the use o f nuc lear w eapons. T he thought 
o f  k illing m asses o f helpless people w ho are them selves at the m ercy o f their ow n governm ent is abhorrent. 
O nly  if there w ere no o ther way to prevent an even w orse catastrophe could  nuclear retaliation  ever be
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ju stified . T his im plies a conditional acceptance o f the strategy o f  deterrence in the absence o f  any viable 
alternative.

If deterrence through threat o f  retaliation  is not ruled out in p rinc ip le , and there  is no availab le  alternative  
to prevent the use o f  nuclear w eapons, w hich strategy is m orally  preferable: countervalue re ta lia tion  in 
k ind , o r the m ore lim ited coun terfo rce  retaliation?

C ounterforce  strategy has the advantage in that it does not target an enem y population  as such, and 
attem pts to show  a greater respect for the p reservation  o f civ ilian  life. The toll o f lives taken co lla terally , 
how ever, is adm itted ly  g reat, and  is in fact an essen tia l com ponent o f the effectiveness o f  the strategy as 
a deterrent. T hus, the difference betw een the tw o  strategies w ith respect to the ideal o f  noncom batant 
im m unity is a m atter o f deg ree , w ith counterforce  targeting  being re la tively  superio r, o ther th ings being e q u a l.

The d isadvantage o f coun terfo rce  targeting  is the liability  o f  its being  perceived  as p reem ptive , ra ther 
than re ta lia tory , in in tent, m aking nuclear w ar m ore likely by inviting a first strike in a m om ent o f  crisis. 
There seem s to be no way to negate this liability  inasm uch as counterforce  strategy con tains an inherent 
am biguity  in that defensive  w eapons are deployed for their deterren t effect.

3 . A nti-nuclear D efense
Should deterrence fail there is at present no defense against nuc lear w eapons, w ith w hich the superpow ers 

are heavily arm ed. If total nuc lear d isarm am ent is an unrealistic  and unachievable  goal, should support be 
g iven to the developm ent o f an anti-nuclear defense as an a lternative to the present policy  o f deterrence?

A strategy o f defense is m orally  superior to strategies o f  deterrence on tw o counts: it does not concede 
in principle a first strike against o n e ’s ow n people and nation , and it does not depend  upon threatening  
m ass destruction  to the people o f  ano ther nation placed at risk by an aggressive and reck less governm ent. 
A defensive strategy that holds out a reasonable  hope o f neutra liz ing  nuclear w eapons should  certa in ly  not 
be rejected  out o f hand. The enorm ous cost o f  an an ti-nuclear defense m ay sim ply be the price o f  the ju s t 
pro tection  o f liberty in ou r tim e.

E. IN T E R C E S SIO N  A N D  E V A N G E L ISM
C hristians, according  to their g ifts and opportun ities , are called  to political serv ice , and the church  

should teach this as an area  o f d iscip lesh ip  that fo llow s from  the lordship  o f C hrist over all o f  life. The 
church itse lf has been given the m inistry  o f in tercession and evangelism , and this is highly  re levan t to the 
topic o f  C hristian responsib ility  in the nuclear age.

C hristians should seek to influence policy  that prom ises to  m ake the w orld a m ore secure place to live; 
but in a w orld o f oppression , aggression , parano ia , hysteria , and nuclear w eapons, there is a lim it to the 
security  any m erely hum an policy  can hope to  achieve. T he ch u rc h 's  role as in tercessor m ust be taken m ore 
seriously.

Jerem iah 29:7 encourages in tercession fo r peace: "Seek  the peace o f the c ity  w hither I have caused  you 
to be carried  aw ay cap tive, and pray unto the Lord for it: fo r in the peace the reo f shall ye have p eace ."  
Shalom  (peace) in Jerem iah  stands in con trast to w ar, evil and pestilence (e .g . ,  28:8 -9), and to the w ord 
as a m etonym y for w ar (e .g . 4 :10 , 14:13, 34:5). Shalom  connotes security  and p rosperity  both o f  w hich 
are dependent upon the p rovidence o f  G od. The church has a unique role in having access to the G od o f 
peace to in tercede for the nations.

1 T im othy 2:1-4 coord inates in tercession for rulers and evangelism :

I urge, then , first o f a ll, that requests, prayers, in tercession and thanksgiving be m ade fo re v e ry o n e -fo r
kings and all those in authority , that we m ay live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness. T his is good , and pleases G od ou r S av iour, w ho w ants all m en to be saved and to com e
to a know ledge o f  the truth.

The prim ary task o f the church in this age is the preaching  o f  the gospel to all nations; since G od 
contro ls the circum stances that are conducive to the fu lfillm ent o f this m andate, he b ids us to pray especially  
for those w ho have been ordained  to m aintain p ie ty , ju s tice , and peace. T he church in its in tercession  for 
peace appeals to G o d 's  m ercy and patience to give further opportunity  for evangelism  (cf. 2 Pet. 3:9). W e 
pray that the w orld may be spared e ither the enslavem ent o r the k illing o f m asses o f  people w ho should be 
the objects o f  evangelism , in w hich the church o ffers, on the authority  o f  C hrist, peace w ith G od , reconciliation  
betw een peop le , and the hope o f  w orld redem ption.

S igned,
D avid C offin , Jr.
D avid W  Forslund 

D. Jam es K ennedy 
R obert B. N eedham  
K enneth L. R yskam p
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A PP E N D IX  A. 

E FF E C T S O F  N U C L E A R  W E A P O N S

This discussion  is m eant only to h ighlight som e o f  the im portant d ifferences betw een nuclear w eapons 
and conventional w eapons. It is not m eant to be a com prehensive d iscussion  o f  m odem  w arfare . M uch o f 
the discussion  is based on the book “T he Effects o f  N uclear W eapons" hy G lasstone and D olan . Third 
Edition, 1977. C ontrary  to popular op in ion , there is a considerable  base o f inform ation  on nuclear explosions 
and their effects on the surrounding environm ent. It is our hope that a better understand ing  o f the properties 
o f  a nuclear w eapons will allow  a m ore reasoned approach to the understanding  o f how  w e, as C hristians, 
are to deal w ith them .

A lthough the explosion  o f  a nuclear w eapon is in m any w ays sim ilar to a conven tional o r h igh-explosive 
w eapon , there are five m ajor differences. First nuclear w eapons can be m any thousands o r m illions o f tim es 
m ore pow erful than the largest o f  high-explosive detonations. Second, the m ass o f a nuc lear explosive is 
m uch less than a high explosive for a sim ilar am ount o f energy released . T h ird , the tem peratures reached 
in a nuclear exp losion  are m uch h igher than in a conventional exp losion  w hich results in h igher "therm al 
radiation" from  the nuclear blast w hich is very penetrating and has no coun terpart in conven tional w eapons. 
F inally , there is a "residual nuclear rad ia tion" from  a nuclear w eapon w hich is em itted over an extended 
period  o f  tim e. T he basic source o f  energy fo r a nuclear w eapon , o f cou rse , is from  the change o f  a small 
fraction o f the nuclear m ass into energy , be it from  fusion o r fission. In a conventional explosion  energy 
source is the chem ical bonds w hich are m uch w eaker than the nuclear bonds. All o f  these differences in 
the properties o f the explosion  stem  from  this d ifference.

T he difference in explosive pow er o f  a nuc lear w eapon as com pared  with a conventional w eapon can 
be seen if  we realize that the explosive potential o f 1 pound o f  uranium  is as m uch as 8000 tons o f  TN T . 
and 1 pound o f D euterium  is as m uch as 26000 tons o f  TN T . Since the m ass o f a nuc lear w eapon fo r a 
given explosion strength is m uch sm aller, the tem peratures achieved are m uch greater. For exam ple, in a 
conventional high explosive the tem peratures are as high as a few thousand degrees, w hereas fo r a nuclear 
explosion the tem peratures are as high as tens o f m illions o f  degrees T he portion o f  the explosion  energy 
arriving at the point som e d istance from  the explosion  depends on the type and y ie ld  o f the nuclear w eapon 
as well as the environm ent (such as the a ltitude) o f the explosion . A pproxim ately  85%  o f the explosive 
energy o f  a nuclear explosion  p roduces an a ir blast and therm al radiation and heat. The rem aining 15% is 
d iv ided  into 5%  in the initial nuclear radiation and 10% in residual nuclear radiation for a fission device, 
for a therm onuclear device the resw idual nuclear rad ia tion  is only about 5% . The prim ary  form  o f the initial 
nuclear radiation is gam m a rays w hich can travel great d istances through a ir and penetra te  considerable  
th icknesses o f  m aterial. At low altitudes below  100,000 feet m uch o f the therm al radia tion  goes into 
p roducing  the a ir blast. A t h igher e levations m ore energy is directly  released  in the form  o f  therm al radiation . 
An additional effect o f  nuclear explosion  is the generation  o f a very large e lectrom agnetic  pulse w hich can 
severely d isrupt e lectronic equipm ent and electric  circuits.

1. Fallout
For m any years the greatest concern  o f  people has been the large and extensive " fa llo u t” o f radioactive 

debris from a nuclear w eapon w hich can cover a m uch greater area than the im m ediate  explosion . M ore 
precisely fallout is the descent o f contam inated  partic les and droplets to the ground  w hich m ake up m ost 
o f the residual nuclear rad iation . G eneral speaking, the c lo ser the explosion  is to the g round , the m ore 
debris is throw n into the a ir and the larger the area  o f fallout. The tim e fo r radioactive debris to reach the 
extrem ities o f the fallout region is about 10 hou rs, long after the v isible exp losion  is no longer apparent. 
Im portant processes involved in fa llou t, called “scaveng ing", result in the rem oval o f  rad ioactiv ity  from  
the c loud. O ne im portant m echanism  here is rain w hich can w ash radioactive debris from  clouds from  
10,000 feet to 3 0 .000  feet. This can cause large varia tions in the fa llou t, increasing  the concen trations in 
som e places and decreasing  it in o thers. D ebris w hich is e jected  to altitudes above 30 .000  feet is subject 
to m uch less cleansing  action than it is at low er a ltitudes.

2. Therm al R adiation
The bright therm al em ission  from  a nuclear device com es in tw o pulses. T he first is about a tenth o f  a 

second long and is m ostly in the form  o f ultrav io let rad iation . E xcept for dam age to the eyes, the second 
pulse w hich lasts for up to 10 seconds is m uch greater hazard because it contains m uch m ore energy and 
is o f  a longer w avelength  w hich penetrates the atm osphere  over larger distances.

3. Initial N uclear R adiation
The nuclear radiation em itted from  the fireball and the radioactive cloud during  the first m inutes is 

called  the initial nuclear rad iation . It includes neutrons and gam m a rays em itted  directly  from  the device 
and gam m as rays em itted  by the fission products and o ther radioactive species in the rising cloud . The 
d istance over w hich these are im portant is a few m iles.
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A variety o f  o ther less im portant phenom ena have been observed  in the species o f nuclear tests done 
during the 3 0 's  and 60  s in w hich nuclear devices w ere tested underw ater, at high altitude and at various 
depths underground. The phenom ena are well docum ented  and reasonably  understood.

4 . N uclear W inter
An additional effect w hich w as not fully appreciated  even at the tim e o f above ground nuclear testing 

was the potential ejection  o f  sm oke from  prim ary o r secondary  fires produced as a result o f  the nuclear 
explosion. W ith a sufficiently  large detonation  in a densely  populated  area , such as a large c ity , large scale 
fires can be set up w hich will eject enorm ously  m ore sm oke into the atm osphere  than is possible with 
nuclear w eapons by them selves. If  the sm oke reaches very high a ltitudes, the effect o f  this sm oke on the 
clim ate can be profound, resulting  u ltim ately in w hat is know n as "N uc lea r W in ter". A num ber o f factors 
will determ ine the im portance o f this additional sm oke source. A particularly  im portant one is how  long 
this sm oke survives in the a tm osphere. T here  appears to be a com petition  betw een the rate o f  rem oval o f 
sm oke by precip itation  and the rate at w hich the heating o f the sm oke m odifies the structure o f  the a tm osphere. 
This m odification o f  the structure o f the atm osphere can a lter the rem oval o f the sm oke, itself. A lthough 
the "nuclear w inter" effect appears to be valid , its m agnitude is ex trem ely  uncertain and subject to considerable  
error, particu larly  with respect to the m agnitude and uniform ity  o f  sm oke em ission  and the ability  o f the 
atm osphere to clean itself.

It should be noted that the "nuclear w inter" effect occurs because o f  the burning  o f a large num ber o f 
cities, each o f w hich m ay be com parable  to the firestorm ing o f c ities in W orld W ar II w ith conventional 
w eapons. It is possible that the "nuclear w inter" effects could  be achieved w ith conven tional w eapons, 
a lthough the sim ultaneous burning  o f  a large num ber o f c ities m ight be d ifficu lt logistically . A lso the 
"nuclear w inter" effect could  be contro lled  to a large extent by contro lling  the targeting  o f the nuclear 
w eapons. T hus the role o f  the C hristian in influencing  not only the choice o f  the state to have nuclear 
w eapons but also the potential use o f  them  is ex trem ely  im portant.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N :
That the Fourteenth G eneral A ssem bly o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , m eeting  in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, adopt the report en titled "C hristian  R esponsib ility  in the N uclear A ge" as a re liab le  sum m ary 
o f  biblical principles for pastoral guidance regarding nuc lear arm am ent and nuclear de terrence, and direct 
the C om m ittee on C hristian Education  to m ake copies availab le  to our constituency  and o ther interested 
parties.

CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY IN THE NUCLEAR AGE 
A MINORITY REPORT

W ith sincere regret I m ust record my dissent from  the report adopted by the m ajority  o f the com m ittee. 
In so do ing . I do  not intend to d isparage the integrity o r ability  o f o thers on the com m ittee . I do  find  it 
necessary , nevertheless, to conclude that the report is deeply  and dangerously  in e rro r, failing at a critical 
tim e in history to be the kind o f prophetic voice so needed on this subject. For m e. th is  d issen t is not m erely 
a m atter o f in tellectual d isagreem ent, but also  a m atter o f  conscience w hich com pels m e to  express my 
disagreem ent and the reasons for it. as also to try to propose a way m ore in accord w ith the calling  o f  the 
church as governed by the G ospel o f  the K ingdom  o f G od.

In Section I fo llow ing, I will express my m ajor d isagreem ents and in Section  II will try  to propose a 
vision consistent with the G ospel that I believe ought to be com m ended  to the churches for pastoral guidance.

SE C T IO N  I 
TH E  M A JO R IT Y  R E PO R T

1. I believe the appeal to Jo h n 's  and Jesu s ' dealings w ith Rom an C enturions is inconclusive at best 
because it does not reckon with the crucial differences betw een w hat sold iering  m eant for them  and w hat 
it m eans today in a nuclear bom b dom inated  w orld. N or does it take into account the need for progressive 
illum ination in the history o f  theology. The sam e type o f  argum ent could be used  to ju stify  slave-hold ing  
today. And the Just W ar T heory  itse lf as a part o f  C hristian theology is the resu lt, not o f  a  form ulated 
doctrine in the New T estam ent but o f  a later theological response to a new  situation: C hristian ity  w as no 
longer an illicit, persecuted  m inority but a favored  religion that now  found it necessary  to address the subject 
o f  w ar from  the view point o f  a C hristian  m agistrate. T he valid ity  o f  the Just W ar T heory  itse lf depends 
upon the principle o f  progressive illum ination in the theological w ork o f  the church .

2. T he R eport, arguing  from  R om ans 13:4 says, "W hen a C hristian  m ag istra te , o r agent o f the civil 
governm ent carries out the G od-ordained  function  (bearing  a sw ord), he o r she does not v iolate the law  o f 
love . . ."  and, "In pursuit o f these ends, w hich A ugustine rightly  understood to be a social d im ension  o f 
love for our ne ighbor, C hristians ‘m ay law fully , now under the new  T estam ent, w age w ar, upon ju s t and 
necessary occasions. " T he R eport then adds, "Inasm uch as the state has been ordained  by G od  to protect
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hum an life, to  secure hum an righ ts, and to prom ote hum an values, its use o f the sw ord m ust be consistent 
w ith these ends, and alw ays proportionate to them . T he 'ju st and necessary ' princip le applies to  the m eans  
by w hich  a lawful w ar is w aged (jus in hello) as w ell as the occasion  for it.”

Still later the R eport applies these principles to the particu lar question  o f  the use o f nuclear w eapons 
and concludes that “ it is not certa in  that any  use o f  nuclear w eapons w ould  lead inevitably  to  a holocaust 
that w ould destroy the ea r th .” W hat the R eport does at this point is to assum e that the burden o f  p roo f is 
upon those w ho oppose the use o f nuc lear w eapons to dem onstra te  that any use w ould  lead inevitably  to 
the destruction  o f  the earth  w hereas I think the very opposite  is true: the burden o f  p ro o f (accord ing  to the 
Just W ar T heory) lies upon those who w ould ju stify  the use o f  any given stra tegy, w eapon , etc. in w ar to 
dem onstrate that it can and w ould  be lim ited according to the criteria  for judg ing  w hether a w ar can be 
w aged w ith these w eapons and still be ju s  in bello . T he burden o f  p roo f is not on  those persons o f  conscience 
w ho oppose such w arm aking, but upon those persons o f  conscience w ho  say that it w ould  be justifiab le . 
But how  can there be any reasonable p roo f o f  this? And w ithout such p roof, how  can  it be a rgued that such 
use is e ither ju s t o r loving? W hatever Paul had in m ind by "the  sw ord” in Rom . 13, how  can we stretch it 
into such ghastly  w eapons o f  unprecedented  pow ers o f  destruction  as exist in abundance today? (T here are 
now  m ore than 5 0 ,000  nuclear w eapons deployed in the arsenals o f the U nited S tates and the Soviet 
U n io n -en o u g h  to obliterate 1 ,000 ,000  H irosh im as.) The logic o f  the report, given to d ay ’s nuc lear c ir
cum stances, seem s to m e not so m uch C hristian  as O rw ellian: it is like saying that it is law ful to destroy 
the earth  in o rder to save it. Even to say that it is law ful to risk  such a ho locaust for any purpose is 
im possib le, in m y m ind, to reconcile w ith C hristian  m orality . T o  say that this is com patib le  w ith loving 
ou r enem ies, let alone loving ju s tice , is like saying that w ar is peace, evil is good , anyth ing  is legitim ate 
in the nam e o f  national security .

3. The Report recognizes the principle o f  the solidarity  o f a people  (i.e . nation), but does not deal with 
the even m ore fundam ental B iblical revelation  o f  the solidarity  o f the w hole hum an race w hich Paul, for 
exam ple, preached in A thens (A cts 17). I believe w ith C alvin "that the w ord 'n e ig h b o r- ex tends indiscrim i
nately to every  m an, because the w hole hum an race is un ited  by  a sacred  bo n d  o f  fe llo w sh ip ."  (C f. his 
w hole exposition  o f  Jesu s ' parable o f the G ood Sam aritan .) The practical issue o f  this om ission  is that it 
appears to ju stify  w ar in order to m aintain the (G od-given) solidarity  o f a nation w ithout having  to face the 
o ther fact w hich so radically  m ilitates against w ar, the so lidarity  (a lso  G od-given) o f  the w hole hum an race. 
All w ar, one m ight say , is civil w ar, not sim ply w ar betw een states. Para. 36 is part o f  a d iscussion  o f  
w ar-m aking in the O ld T estam ent and, it seem s to m e. fails to take account o f the fact o f  p rogressive 
revelation  w ithin the canon and the changes w hich it brings cu lm inating  in the advent o f  C hrist. C hrist 
teaches us the solidarity  o f  the w hole hum an race and so does Paul; C hrist com m ands us to think and act 
g lobally  not nationally  in the great com m ission  and H is apostles act accordingly . From  the K ingdom  o f  
G od perspective the solidarity  o f nations, perhaps not den ied , is nevertheless overriden  by a w hole-earth  
perspective  that for us m ust take precedence.

4. Even if it be granted that "in  w arfare an abso lu te  d istinction  betw een com batan t and non-com batant 
cannot be m ain tained", this still does not in my op inion even begin to address the unprecedented  reality 
we face today in the form  o f innum erable nuclear w eapons and the probable ravaging  o f the w hole w orld 
by incredible heat, rad io-active fallout and the nuclear w inter w hich w ould result from  the ir use. W e are 
facing som ething  far w orse and m uch d ifferent from  anyth ing  the M iddle A ges o r the R eform ation  tim es 
could  have envisioned. N uclear w ar would allow  no  real distinction  at all betw een com batan t and non-com 
batant. This in itse lf I believe renders the traditional Just W ar T heory  invalid  in respect to nuclear war.

5. T he R eport does not deal w ith the fact that none o f the nations w ith nuclear w eapons today m akes 
decisions about w ar on the basis o f  the Just W ar T heory; they do  it on the basis o f  “ national se lf-in te rest,"  
period . This is c lo ser to the o lder "crusade" o r "holy w ar” concept except that it is now  secularized . Not 
G o d ’s m oral o rder, revelation o r judgm en t, but perceived  national interest is the transcendent norm  that 
governs such decisions. Just W ar th inking d id  not govern the ju s  in bello  o f  the V ietnam  W ar, nor would 
its criteria  shape a nuclear one. Purely selfish  perceptions o f  w hat is good fo r our  nation tends to control 
such m atters (sam e in U SSR , et a l.) . This secu lar crusade m entality  even contro ls som e C hristian  voices 
too  it seem s: " . . .w e  are w illing to run the risk o f  a nuclear h o lo cau st-w h ich  we will try  studiously  to reduce 
as m uch as p o ss ib le -ra th e r  than accept the certain ty  o f national sub jugation” (P resbyterian  J ourna l. Apr. 
10, 1985, p. 8). T his statem ent troubles me deeply  because it seem s to me to  be a fundam entally  selfish 
and im m oral statem ent. W ho has the right to speak this w ay w hen such a holocaust w ould claim  the lives 
o f  m illions upon m illions o f voiceless peoples? Such decisions w ould affect not only  every  person in the 
potentially  com batant nations, but the people o f num erous o ther nations also w ho have no voice but yet an 
enorm ous stake in such decisions. T his th inking is the descenden t m ore o f  M achiavelli than o f  A ugustine. 
It is idolatrous and arrogant in the extrem e. M y question  at this point: How  can the R eport provide pastoral 
guidelines if  it does not unm ask the d ifference betw een its ow n fram ew ork (the Just W ar T heory) and that 
o f  the na tions ' (the Secular C rusade)?  W hat good will it do  unless it also calls  the church to  expose
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governm ental duplic ity  and idolatry  and then call upon the governm ent to  adopt the Just W ar c riteria?  The 
R eport, it seem s to m e, is talk ing  apples w hile the W hite H ouse and the K rem lin  (to  m ention only  tw o) 
are talk ing  oranges.

6. I am troubled  by the fact that, despite  its very real v irtues, the R eport does not call fo r a genuinely 
prophetic w itness in a tim e o f  astounding danger to hum an life. W e have been able to do  th is in regard  to 
the holocaust o f abortion; why c an 't  we w ith the incom parably  greater holocaust o f  nuclear annih ilation  
that hangs like a ghostly  specter over the entire  w orld today? T he churchm en w ho gathered  in B arm en, 
G erm any in 1934 show ed us the d ifference betw een a conform ing  church  and a confessing  church . In the 
face o f the im pending N azi holocaust they dared  to resist C aesar in the nam e o f  the W ord o f  G od . Is there 
any less a need for such a w itness and for such a church today? I fear that the im pression  that will be left 
by the m a jo rity 's  R eport will be not m uch m ore than that d rifting  along on the cultural curren t is b ib lically  
all right but we ju s t need to be careful about it. I th ink , in con trast, o f  the report adopted  in 1980 by the 
R eform ed C hurch in A m erica en titled , “C hristian Faith and the N uclear A rm s R a c e -A  R eform ed Perspec
t i v e "  That report bold ly  unm asks the nuclear arm s race as a false re lig ion , based  on a false m orality  and 
in the service o f  false gods. It dares to challenge the pow er o f techno logy , the pow er o f  the profit m otive, 
the pow er o f  nationalism . This k ind o f voice , it seem s to m e, is far m ore truly based on  the gospel and far 
m ore appropriate to the w orld situation  that ex ists in our day . (It is distributed  by T he O ffice o f  Social 
W itness, R eform ed C hurch in A m erica , 475 R iverside D rive, New Y ork, NY 10115 for about $ .50 ).

7. The Report fails, in my op in ion , adequately  to w restle  w ith the subject w ithin the fram ew ork o f  a 
K ingdom  vision. H ence the c h u rch 's  calling  in the w orld will too easily  be seen in term s o f  the narrow  
sense o f congregations doing  individual evangelism  and C hristian  education , ra ther than the b roader, holistic  
concept o f  bearing  w itness in deed  and w ord , indiv idually  and corpora te ly , ecc lesiastically  and vocationally , 
to the reality  o f  G o d ’s K ingdom  and H is righ teousness. A lso it leaves unchallenged the narrow  concept o f 
the gospel w hich sees it as addressing  individuals only and not society as w ell. I believe ou r church  needs 
to be stretched into this larger vision w hich the B iblical truth o f  the K ingdom  o f  G od  sets forth  ra ther than 
to be left unchallenged.

In 1945 A lbert E instein said , "T he unleashed pow er o f  the atom  has changed every th ing  save our m odes 
o f th inking , and we thus drift tow ard  unparalle led  ca tas tro p h e .” The R eport (in para. 1-2) seem s to ac
know ledge the truth o f the first part o f E in ste in 's  statem ent (cf. also the A ppendix by D avid Forslund), yet 
it never provides an appropria te  response to it and this I think is because the m ode o f  th inking has not 
changed. T hus the w orld continues to drift tow ard  unparalle led  catastrophe and the R eport is apparently  
unable to sound a strong prophetic call to resistance and to a life-affirm ing a lternative . A s m uch as ever, 
to talitarian ism  and terrorism  need to be resisted , but it m ust be w ith som e w ay consisten t w ith , not inim ical 
to , the gospel o f  the K ingdom  o f  G od. W e are not free to resist evil w ith ev il, but m ust resist evil with 
good. H um anly speaking , the only hope I am  able to see is that o f  the church  o f C hrist ra ising  its voice 
courageously , and putting  its life on the line bravely , to say that w ar is now obso lete, there are o ther ways 
to resolve w orld p roblem s and we believe enough in the pow er o f G o d ’s K ingdom  that we are w illing  to 
break new ground and take a life-affirm ing approach in the confidence that the G od o f  life will be w ith  us. 
But th is, I am sorry to say , the R eport does not do; this the R eport cannot do , because it is still locked 
into the old m odes o f  th inking . There are now  m ore than 50 ,0 0 0  nuclear w eapons dep loyed  in the arsenals 
o f  the United S tates and the Soviet U nion. This is equ ivalen t in firepow er to  m ore than 6 ,0 0 0  W orld  W ar 
II 's ! It is enough to oblitera te  a m illion H iroshim as! It is a w hole new  ballgam e and o u r w ay o f  responding 
to old problem s m ust becom e new and creative. T he church m ust stop finding w ays to ju stify  w ar and 
becom e a salty peacem aking force in m odem  history.

SE C T IO N  II 
T H E  C H U R C H  A S P E A C E M A K E R

"B lessed  are the peacem akers, for they shall be called  sons o f G o d "  T hese w ords o f  ou r Lord Jesus 
C hrist constitu te the ch u rch 's  call to  peacem aking. T he church has a peacem aking  vocation . H ow ever 
intensely the church m ust w restle w ith the problem  o f w ar it m ust never lose this perspective: Jesus has 
called his church to w age peace, to exercise  a m inistry  o f  reconciliation , to obey h is com m and to love its 
enem ies. "Pursue peace w ith all m en, and the holiness w ithout w hich no one will see the L o rd ."  T his spirit 
together w ith the activity  w hich it excites is a hallm ark  o f  the p resence o f  the K ingdom  o f  G od , a d istinguish ing  
mark o f the church o f C hrist, an evidence o f  godly  sanctification .

And so it is vital, w hen confronted  w ith the dreadful possib ility  o f  nuclear w ar, that the church should 
vigorously pursue its peacem aking com m ission . That com m ission , a lthough it env isions a peace that is far 
m ore  than the avoidance o f  w ar. com pels us to envision  noth ing  less: that is, at the very least we are 
constrained  to do all we can to m ake w ar less likely , w hether it be nuclear o r " c o n v e n t io n a l"  The church 
is not called to ju stify  w ar; it is called  to m ake peace.
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T he ecclesiastical peace-m andatc  focuses our a ttention on tw o principal them es o f  the church  as revealed 
in Holy Scripture: the c h u rch 's  gospel and the church  itself. Both o f  these th e m c s-m essa g e  and m e sse n g er- 
m ust be seen in relation to  its vocation to  be a body o f peacem akers, a fam ily o f  the sons o f  G od.

T he C h u rch 's G ospel as a G ospel o f  Peace
To appreciate w hat it m eans to be peacem akers, we need to reflect on the b ib lical w ord sha lom . a 

H ebrew  w ord frequently  translated  into English as pence  There is a shalom  v ision running  throughout the 
O ld Testam ent and the New and. consequent upon it. a shalom  task as w ell.
The Shalom  V ision o f th e O ld C ovenant

The H ebrew  w ord shalom  m eans peace, w ell-being , w holeness. A m ong the m ost im portant theological 
w ords in the O ld T estam ent, it describes the w holeness, harm ony, w ell-being , joy  and p rosperity  that God 
w ills for all creation . It em bodies the idea o f unim paired  relationships w ith o thers and fulfillm ent in our 
undertakings. Shalom  envisions the future w holeness o f G o d 's  K ingdom ; but in the com ing o f  C hrist G o d 's  
K ingdom  is no longer m erely fu ture, it is also present. In short, shalom  describes a life o f w holeness lived 
in covenant relationship  w ith G od. (cf. Theological W ordbook o f  the O ld  Testam ent, A rcher. H arris, and 
W altke. M oody. 1980; and C hrist our P eace, B oss-K oopm an, H oogerw erf, and W hite . R eform ed C hurch 
in A m erica, 1984)

This w ord in its O ld C ovenant setting is the fertile soil in w hich the New C ovenant call to peacem aking 
is rooted. A brie f survey will suggest som ething o f  that richness.

In various w ays the shalom  vision o f the O ld C ovenant w as enshrined  in the Law . In the peace o fferings 
o f  the levitical w orship  G od testified to the gift o f his peace through sacrifice , a peace from  G od and with 
God through the sacrifice o f the M essiah to  com e Further, the law enshrined  the shalom  o f G od in its 
provisions for justice  and com passion  tow ard  the w eak, the poor, the resident a liens, the w idow s and 
orphans. It forbade oppression  (E xo. 22:21-24; 23:9); m oney was to be loaned to the poor w ithout interest 
(Exo. 22:25-27); consum er protection w as guaranteed  through standardized  w eights and m easures (D eut 
25:13-16); system atic d istribution  o f food to the d ispossessed  w as requ ired—that is. to the Levites, the 
resident foreigners, the w idow s and orphans (D eut. 14:28-29; 26:12-15). T hese and m any o ther regulations 
were designed to  protect the w ell-being  o f the people. G o d 's  purpose to grant this gift w as expressed  in 
the A aronic blessing: "T he Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord m ake h is faee to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace {shalom )."

In various w ays the shalom  v ision o f the O ld C ovenan t was expressed  by the P rophets. It w as heard in 
their cries for ju s tice , mercy and faithfu lness. "Let justice  roll dow n like w aters and righteousness like an 
ever-flow ing stream " (A m os 5:24). "I will have m ercy , not sacrifice" (H osea 6:6); "C ease  to do ev il, learn 
to do good; seek ju s tice , reprove the ruth less; defend the o rphan , plead for the w idow ” (Isa. 1:16-17). The 
prophets called  for those things that m ake for shalom . "Instead  o f  show ing us a w ay through the elegant 
m ansions o f  the m ind, the prophets take us to the slum s. The w orld is a proud p lace, full o f beau ty , but 
the prophets are scandalized , and rave as if the w hole w orld w ere a s lu m ."  (A braham  H exchel). G o d 's  
passion  for the w ell-being  o f  all. but especially  the defenseless w ho are usually  deprived , thunders out in 
the voices o f the prophets.

"The shalom  vision shone forth especially  in their p rognosticationns about the M essianic age. Through 
the M essiah , the peace o f  God w ould eventually  com e to m ankind. "T hey will ham m er their sw ords into 
plow shares, and their spears into pruning hooks. N ation will not lift up sw ord against nation , and never 
again will they leam  w ar” (Isa. 2:4). “They will not hurt or destroy  in all my holy m ountain  for the earth  
will be full o f the know ledge o f the Lord as the w aters cover the sea" (Isa. 1 1:9). W ell-being  is the gift o f  
G od through the M essiah , and its m any facets flash out from  the preaching  o f these m en o f  G od.

"T he shalom  v ision affirm s that it is G od w ho can and will establish  peace in ou r m idst. The work o f 
shalom  has already begun , for G od has acted once and for all to heal the great div ision  betw een hum anity  
and h im self. Isaiah envisioned the fulfillm ent o f shalom  in Z ion. We have seen even m ore—G o d 's  peace 
revealed  and accom plished  by a person , Jesus C h ris t."  (Christ our P eace, p 3).
T he Shalom  F u lfillm ent in the New C ovenant

To understand the shalom  fulfillm ent o f the M essianic age, we have to note tw o m ajor them es o f the 
New T estam ent: C hrist and the C ross: C hrist and the C onsum m ation . W ith the work o f C hrist on the C ross 
the shalom  vision o f  the O ld C ovenant has begun to be fulfilled; with the com ing o f C hrist at the C onsum m ation  
that vision will be perfected. W e live betw een these tw o events as a signpost reflecting  the c ross and pointing 
tow ard the consum m ation . W e exist to give the w orld a foretaste o f  the shalom  purchased  at the cross and 
to be perfectly  realized  in the new heavens and the new earth  yet to com e.

T he shalom  fulfillm ent is found in C hrist and h is cross. Paul develops the them e especially  in this letter 
to the Ephesians. "H e h im self is our peace (shalom )"  (2:14). T his is accom plished  by the b lood o f  C hrist 
(13) through the c ross (16). The shalom  them e is thus united to the cross. Paul explains that this consists 
in peace (reconcilia tion) betw een people (14-15) w ho w ere form erly separate. T he c ross is not on ly  indi
v idualistic  in effect but social as well; it destroys hum an apartheid . It consists too in peace (reconcilia tion)



APPENDICES 477

betw een people and G od (16-17). Paul enlarges the them e even m ore in C olossians: " . . .a n d  th rough him  
to  reconcile to h im self all th ings, w hether on earth  o r in heaven , m aking peace by the b lood o f  his c ross” 
(1:20). Je su s ' w ork o f  vhu/om -m aking is cosm ic  in scope! It is personal; it is social; it is cosm ic. It is, in 
short, the foundation for the new  heavens and new earth  in w hich righteousness w ill dw ell.

T he shalom  fu lfd lm ent is found in C hrist and the consum m ation . T he O ld C ovenan t v ision o f  s h a lo m -  
holistic w holeness for the c re a tio n -f in d s  its fu lfillm ent in the M essianic age: yet not all at once. It begins 
w ith the advent o f  C hrist and h is death  and resurrec tion , but does not reach  its com plete  realization  until 
the second com ing o f  C hrist, the final judgem en t, and the new heavens and new  earth .

W ith the incarnation  o f  C hrist the K ingdom  o f  G od has a rrived , as he announced . Y et it is a lso  future. 
There is the present aspect and the future aspect o f the K ingdom . Jesus said , “ the K ingdom  o f  G od  is 
am ong you" and yet also taught us to p ray , "T hy  K ingdom  c o m e .. .” H ence, theo log ians speak in such 
term s as "now /not y e t,” and "betw een  the tim es ."  Shalom  is now /not yet. sha lom  has com e in rea lity , but 
not com pletely . W e experience it now , yet not fully now . Shalom  is both ou r realization  now  and ou r 
expectation  to com e. W e live betw een the tim es (the first and second advents) and this g ives us the perspective  
on our calling: it is to bear w itness to the reality  o f G o d ’s present K ingdom , the beg inn ings o f sha lom  in 
hum an life through the w ork o f C hrist right now  and also  to  bear w itness to the ultim ate  and com plete 
trium ph o f  the shalom  v ision w hich is yet to com e. T he church  em bodies the in trusion  o f  G o d ’s shalom  
into a rebellious, w arring , hostile  w orld; it em bodies a foretaste o f  w hat is to com e not m erely as an intrusion 
but a com plete invasion. W e are called  now  to foreshadow  the tim e w hen all peoples w ill refo rge their 
sw ords into p low shares and their spears into prun ing  hooks. It is the ch u rch ’s confidence in the fu tu re, its 
faith in the prom ised consum m ation , that g ives it the reason and fortitude to  be a  peacem aker in a w ar-prone 
w orld. If there is to be no second advent o f C hrist, then peacem aking  is a u topian  illusion at best and  a 
dangerous one at w orst. B ut if there is a new  day com ing  g rounded in the sure prom ise  o f  G od , then it 
puts the w hole struggle in a d ifferen t perspective . W e are in that case in Jesu s’ vanguard , poin ting  the way 
by deed and w ord to that day w hen the w hole c reated  universe  w ill see the full realization  o f  the shalom  
o f G od. Paradise w as lost in the garden o f Eden; it shall be regained in the Paradise o f  G od to com e. W e 
are in betw een as C h ris t 's  w itnesses o f w hat we have already tasted  in m easure and  o f  w hich w e expec t to 
drink  our fill one day. W e are the m eek w ho believe we shall inherit the earth  w ithout w eapons; we are 
peacem akers w ho act this way because it is ou r nature to do  so as sons o f  G od.

H ence, the O ld T estam ent and New alike present a m essage o f sh a lo m : en v isioned , fu lfilled , consum 
m ated. T he G ospel is a gospel o f sha lom , d eclaring  and dem onstra ting  that Je su s’ redem ptive w ork  is 
holistic: bringing  w ell-being  peace, jo y , p rosperity  that is indiv idual, social and even cosm ic in scope. 
N othing less than this full-orbed vision is the content o f  the C hristian  gospel and o f  the w itness o f  the 
C hristian church. It is im perative that the church  gain this self-concept in this day o f  nuclear horror. Shalom  
is m ore than in ternational tranqu ility , but it is not less. T he gospel o f  peace (E ph. 6:15) shapes the ch u rch ’s 
peacem aking goal. N ot the defeat o f  ou r enem ies, but their w ell-being  in the harm ony o f  reconciliation  is 
w hat the gospel com pels us to seek. W e m ust not d ism em ber C hrist and his cross as though reconciliation  
w ere only vertical and ecclesiastical. As one R eform ed church body has put it, " . .  .our u ltim ate goal is that 
G o d ’s will be done everyw here  on earth  as it is in heaven. A lthough the evangelization  o f  peoples and 
individuals cannot w ait until the ju stice  o f G od is estab lished  th roughout the w orld , one canno t o ffe r a 
truncated Jesus to the w orld. Justification  by faith cannot be separated  from  ju s tice  on  ea r th .” (C hrist our  
Peace, p. 16).

T he C hurch Itself as an E m bod im ent o f  Shalom
The church  as G o d 's  shalom  em bodim ent, his K ingdom  o f peacem akers, has a th ree-fo ld  task: p roc la

m ation. dem onstra tion , and transform ation .
The C hurch P rocla im in g th e G ospel o f  Shalom

The gospel in its fulness is to be proclaim ed by the church . T his gospel as it is referred  to  in the New 
Testam ent has d ifferen t titles that reflect its content: the gospel o f G od; the gospel o f  C hrist; the gospel o f  
the K ingdom ; the gospel o f the grace o f  G od; the gospel o f  the glory  o f C hrist; the gospel o f  y ou r salvation . 
A ccording to Paul (Eph. 6 :15). the gospel w hich the church  is to proclaim  is also  a "gospel o f p e ac e .” It 
is the gospel as a gospel o f peace that Jesus preaches through h is church (E ph. 2:17 and con tex t). In R om ans 
10:15 w here he is speaking o f the im portance o f p reach ing . Paul appeals to  the prophecy o f  Isa iah , “ How 
beautiful are the feet o f those w ho bring glad tidings o f good th ings!" In Isaiah  52:7 from  w hich Paul 
quo tes, the prophet said . "H ow  lovely on the m ountains are the feet o f him  w ho brings good new s, who 
announces peace (sh a lo m )..."  H ence, it is ev ident that w hat Paul m eans by “good th ings" is "p eace ."  It is 
this gospel, rich, full-orbed  and holistic  that the church is called  to p reach , this gospel and no  o ther. It is 
a gospel o f peace w ith G od . and o f  peace am ong m en through the cross o f C hrist

H ence, the c h u rch 's  gospel w itness m ust be m ultid im ensional ra ther than one d im ensional. It m ust be 
proclaim ed in its personal d im ensions: individual reconciliation  w ith G od . and individual reconciliation  
with individuals It m ust be p roclaim ed also  in its social dim ensions: the social effects o f  the gospel as
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taught by C hrist in the Serm on on the M ount and in the portrayal o f the last Judgem ent in M atthew  25:31-45. 
It brings at least som e m easure o f societal healing and w holeness, in neighbor being  reconciled  to neighbor 
so as to create neighborhood. It m oves people from  m ere proxim ity (living in the sam e w orld) into com m unity  
(a social unity). Sin d iv ides, separates, fragm ents; the gospel announces healing , w holeness, nearness, 
oneness, and lo v e -e v e n  o f the enem y. T h is, noth ing  less, is the peace w hich Jesus m ade by the b lood o f 
his c ross and w hich his church is called to proclaim .

T he C hurch D em onstrating the R eality o f  Shalom
The proclam ation  o f  the church is to be augm ented  by dem onstra tion . The peace o f  w hich it speaks is 

to be reflected and reinforced  by the deeds o f peace. Shalom , reconciliation , peace-m aking—the church is 
called not just to talk about it, but to live it as w ell.

The gospel shalom  will be seen in the life o f  the church . It will be seen in G odw ard  love expressed  in 
w orship and devotion . It will be seen in one-ano ther love expressed  in the way Jesus loved us. It will be 
seen not in a state o f  truce m erely, but in peace being experienced  in the life o f  the church: oneness, healing , 
love, caring , serving, each  seeking the w ell-being  o f the other.

It will also flow  from  the church into the w orld. The church  does not exist in an airtight bubble; there 
is sp illover into the w orld around about. Just as cu ltu re  tends to infiltrate the life o f  the chu rch , the shalom  
o f  the church tends to penetrate the life o f the w orld. The ch u rc h 's  task consists  not m erely in reproducing 
itse lf but also in influencing the w orld in w hich it is. T h is is the point o f  Je su s ' m etaphors o f  salt, light 
and leaven. The church m akes a difference in the w orld , not only p lundering  the w orld o f its prisoners but 
a lleviating the prison conditions o f the w orld itself.
The C hurch T ran sform ing the Realm  o f Shalom

The question  o f how the church is to relate to the w orld is a very d ifficu lt one w ith a long history o f 
struggle behind it. How is C hrist (through his church) to confront cu ltu re?  Som e C hristians have answ ered  
that the church  should w ithdraw  from  the w orld; o thers, that it should contro l cu lture ; still o thers, that the 
church should be subservient to the status quo. The R eform ed tradition  has asserted  that it is the goal o f 
the church to transform  culture . This is based on Jesu s’ figures o f  salt, light and leaven; it is based on the 
B iblical vision o f shalom .

The church o f C hrist is to seek to perm eate the cu ltu re  in w hich it is found, aim ing at that w ell-being  
w hich G od o rig inally  c reated  and w hich he is now in C hrist at w ork to restore. "Seek the sha lom  o f the 
c ity  w here I have sent you into ex ile , and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its shalom  you will have 
shalom "  (Jer. 29:7) is one statem ent o f this them e in Scrip ture. "T he k ingdom  o f  heaven (not the principle 
o f  evil) is like le a v en ..."  (M att. 13:33). It is helpful to div ide ou r analysis o f this re la tionship  into two 
categories: Society in general; and "T he Pow ers" in particular.

Society  in general as the realm  in w hich shalom  is to be sought A society is m ore than the sum  o f its 
people, it is m ore than a population figure. It is people, custom s, structures, trad itions, values, m ores, etc. 
H ence, the transform ing o f  cu lture requires m ore than changing the individual persons w ho  are part o f  it. 
It requires also a change o f structures and attitudes and values, for exam ple. A prisoner being tortured  is 
not in a state o f w ell-being; this is not shalom . A hungry child  im prisoned by poverty  in a city ghetto  is 
not tasting shalom . People vic tim ized  by a totalitarian  governm ent o r the m afia are not w ell-off. T he B iblical 
vision o f peace cannot be realized even in a lim ited way w ithout the people o f G od seeking to a lter the 
destructive  patterns o f  societal dynam ics that crush and destroy  people w ho are c reated  in the im age o f  
G od. W e need B iblical social ethics as well as B iblical personal eth ics. W hether it be a baby in a w om b 
threatened by abortion or a political p risoner languishing  in a dungeon , the bringing  o f  shalom  to them  
requires the activation and transform ation  not only o f p rivate individuals but a lso  o f  a com plex  o f interrelated 
forces that m ake up w hat we call social dynam ics.

" The P o w ers” in particu la r  as the realm  in w hich sha lom  is to be sought. "T he Pow ers" is a shorthand 
expression  w hich refers to  those realities w hich have profound influence o ver hum an life w hich Paul describes 
with a unique vocabulary: p rincipalities, th rones, pow ers, ru lers, au thorities , etc. W hile these  include 
invisible spiritual realities such as angels and dem ons, they include far m ore. Paul describes them  as visible 
as well as invisible (C ol. 1:16); as present as well as future (R om . 8:38); as th ings on earth  as w ell as 
th ings in heaven (Col 1:16, 20). The rulers  o f  this age w ho  crucified  the Lord o f glory  (I C or. 2:8) w ere 
not angels or dem ons; they w ere men in au thority , hum an beings exercising  governm ental pow er. "The 
Pow ers" m ay be defined as follows: the social structures and influences that shape hum an life in any culture 
(e .g . law s, trad itions, governm ents, e tc .) It is im possible to seek peace and prevent w ar w ithout having to 
w restle  w ith political ideologies, national structures, the m ovem ent o f  natural resources, historical m em ory , 
econom ic com m itm ent to w eapons developm ent, e tc . It is im possible to alleviate hunger w ithout having  to 
contend w ith transporta tion  d ifficu lties, w arfare cond itions, governm ental hostilities , techno log ical underde
ve lopm ent. etc.

H ence, the church , being called to peacem aking , is confronted  w ith the reality  o f  the pow ers T his 
them e is especially  prom inent in P au l's  letter to the Ephesians w here he explains that it is one purpose o f
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the gospel to m ake know n through the church  the m anifold w isdom  o f  G od  to the rulers  and au thorities  in 
the “heaven lies” (G reek. Perhaps equ ivalen t to ou r exp ression , “high p laces" m eaning p laces o f  honor, 
influence, pow er). T he w isdom  o f G od in this con tex t does not refer to  w isdom  as an abstract m etaphysical 
concept, but to the w isdom  o f  G od revealed  in the redeem ing , peacem aking , w ork o f C hrist on the cross 
(Eph. 2 :1 1- 3:12. cf. I C or. 1:21-24; 2 :7), especially  as that w ork in reconciling  people  to G od also reconciles 
people to p e o p le - it  e lim inates barriers (“he broke dow n the barrie r o f  the d iv id ing  w all” ) and creates unity 
(“ fe llo w -h e irs ...fe llo w -m em b ers ...fe llo w -p a rtak e rs ...” ). The disp lay  o f  this w isdom  is a im ed not at an 
angelic audience m erely , but to “the rulers and the authorities" as w ell. T his is the gospel effec t o f  sha lom , 
shining forth from  the life o f  the church  and bearing  w itness to that w ell-being , that peace, w hich was 
accom plished  by C hrist through his cross and w hich calls ru lers and thrones and princes to do  ju s tice , to 
love m ercy , and thus to w alk hum bly w ith G od.

As we study this them e in P au l's  w ritings, we are confronted  w ith a perp lex ing  fact in regard  to the 
stance w hich the church  is to take tow ard  the Pow ers. S om etim es (as in R om . 13:1 ff), we are told to be 
subject to them ; at o ther tim es (as in Eph 6 : 1 Off), we are com m anded  to resist them . T his is due to the 
fact that these pow ers are in one w ay view ed as part o f  G o d ’s good creation  for the benefit o f hum an life 
(Col. 1:16-17), and at o ther tim es as part o f  the fallen creation  that oppresses hum an life (E ph. 6:1 Off). It 
is often d ifficu lt to know how  to obey both com m ands, to know  w hen the one is appropria te  o r w hen the 
o ther is. But that is the struggle we face in the w orld M oreover, w hen we find it necessary to re s is t, it is 
im portant that we do so as outlined in Ephesians 6  ra ther than as d ic ta ted  by the w orld , w hich is, after all, 
unaw are o f  the realities o f  w hich Paul speaks. T o  be peacem akers (sfia/om -m akers) we m ust take up the 
arm or o f  G od. D oes this authorize or forbid a m ethod o f resistance such as bom bing an abortion  clin ic?  
—or bom bing an enem y c ity?  T hese are the kind o f  questions we m ust ask.

A dm ittedly , living in this tension  betw een subjection  and resistance is very d ifficu lt for the church . An 
exam ple o f  how  it can be done, how ever, w as expressed  by M artin Luther K ing, Jr. in the con tex t o f  the 
civil rights struggle: "I hope you are able to see the d istinction  I am  trying to point out. In no sense do  I 
advocate evading  o r defying  the law , as w ould the rabid segregationist. That w ould lead to anarchy. One 
who breaks an unjust law m ust do  so open ly , lovingly , and w ith a w illingness to  accept the penalty . I 
subm it that an individual w ho b reaks a law that conscience te lls him  is un just, and w ho  w illingly  accepts 
the penalty o f im prisonm ent in order to arouse the conscience o f  the com m unity  over its in justice, is in 
reality expressing  the h ighest respect for law ."  (L etter  from  B irm ingham  Jail, 1963). T he spirit that contro ls 
K ing 's  civil rights struggles and shaped his tactics can and ought to inform  the c h u rch 's  w itness as peacem aker 
in the w orld. To seek sha lom . to m ake shalom , we shall have to address these form idable realities called 
the Pow ers; we shall have to discern w hen to be subject and w hen to resist. And in the latter case we shall 
have to discip line o urselves to resist ev il, not w ith evil but w ith good. P e a ce m a k in g  is not a life o f  tranquility!

C onclusion
The ch u rch 's  vocation , as Jesus expressed  it, is to be a body o f  peacem akers. It is to p rocla im , em body 

and exert the shalom  o f  G od in the w orld in preparation  for its full m anifestation  in the new  heavens and 
earth  at Je su s ' second com ing . As it applies to the problem  o f  nuclear w ar (or any o ther kind fo r that 
m atter), this B iblical w orld-v iew  brings before us som e vital guidelines.

I W ar is inim ical to shalom', all the m ore so as it involves the m ass destruction  o f m illions o f  people 
as nuclear w ar w ould. W ar is not the w ay to peace; it is the antithesis o f  it. T he church  should try courageously  
to face this fact, despite  the econom ic pressures to do  o therw ise, and despite the beguiling  appeal o f secular 
reasons about w hat is realistic  and how  reality  m ust be dealt w ith.

2. O ur concept o f peace m ust be the B iblical concept o f sha lom , not the counterfe its that abound 
everyw here  today. T hom as M erton ’s w arning is terrib ly  apropos: “T o  som e men peace m erely m eans the 
liberty to explo it o ther people w ithout fear o f  retaliation  o r in terference. T o  o thers peace m eans the freedom  
to rob o thers w ithout interruption  T o  still o thers it m eans the leisure to devour the goods o f  the earth  
w ithout being com pelled  to interrupt their p leasures to feed those w hom  their greed  is starv ing . A nd to 
practically  everybody peace sim ply m eans the absence o f  any physical vio lence that m ight cast a shadow  
over lives devoted  to the satisfaction  o f their anim al appetites for com fort and p leasu re” (N ew  Seeds o f  
C ontem plation , p. 122). In con trast, shalom  is unselfish  and neighbor-o rien ted , not contro lled  by a perception 
o f w hat is in o n e ’s ow n national interest. At this poin t, as at o thers , we are called not to be conform ed  to 
the w orld but to be transform ed by the renew ing o f  ou r m inds to prove w hat is the good and acceptable 
and perfect will o f G od—shalom .

3. W e m ust ask ourselves this question: can the church  then put its trust in and give its m oral support 
to a w orldly policy that is w illing to use nuclear w eapons o f incredib le destructive  capab ilities  as an alleged 
way to peace? C an the church believe that the way to peace, even in a fallen w orld , is this policy  o f 
anti shalom  ? Do w eapons o f  destruction  bring w holeness?  D o bom bs create sha lom ? D oes the end ever 
justify  the m eans?
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4 . It seem s unavoidable that the cost o f  seeking peace (Sha lo m ) and pursu ing  it w ill be great in a fallen 
w orld . But w hat will be the cost o f  nuclear w ar? o r even the cost o f  being  able to threaten  it? H um anity  
has often show n its ability  to m ake great sacrifices and pay enorm ous costs in o rder to  fight a  w ar. The 
challenge fo r the church is to show  that there are people w ho are w illing  to  m ake such sacrifices and pay 
such costs in order to call the w orld by G o d ’s shalom  w rought by C hrist on  the c ross and  guaran teed  the 
final victory by the prom ise o f  God.

T he church o f  C hrist has a peacem aking vocation from  the very voice o f  C hrist h im self. Its con ten t is 
unfolded in the great vision o f  redem ption  set forth  in the B ible from  beginning  to end. Secularism  has a 
peacem aking vision a lso , but it is d ifferen t from  G o d 's  shalom . Secularism  says that the way to achieve 
peace is to  threaten  to m ake war; the gospel says that it is to be achieved through a faithful w itness to a 
shalom  created  through the self-denial o f the c ro s s - th e  one threatens destruction  to the enem y , the o ther 
reaches out to him  in reconciling  love. T he church  faces a choice: w hich vision will it g ive its w itness to? 
w hich v ision w ill it g ive its life for? w hich cost will it choose to inflict on the w orld , the suffering  o f  the 
cross o r the suffering  o f  m odem  technical ingenuity?

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N
T hat the Fourteenth  G eneral A ssem bly o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , m eeting  in Philadelphia, 

Pennsy lvan ia, direct the C om m ittee  on C hristian  Education  to m ake copies o f  Section II, o f  the M inority  
R eport available to ou r constituency and o ther in terested  parties as a resource for considering  an a lternative 
approach to the peacem aking calling o f  the church.

R espectfully  subm itted ,

R obert A. M illiken
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Classical Reformed theology has been virtually unanimous in judging that covenant children ought not 
be brought to the Lord 's Table before the age of discretion. This judgment was supported by such theologians 
as Herman Witsius ( 1636-1708) and Herman Bavinck (1854-1921). They defended this judgment by a 
number of considerations . 

First . they distinguished between the meaning of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord 's Supper. 
Baptism is the initiatory sacrament, the Supper is "the sacrament of nutrition by means of solid food." 1 

Second , they saw a close relation between the meaning and form of the sacraments, and found the 
distinction applicable to the form as well. In baptism the recipient of the sacrament is passive. In the Supper 
the participant is active. The institution of the Supper by Jesus required the taking and eating of bread as 
solid food, a command that cannot be fulfilled by infants. 

Third. they stressed the requirements for the worthy participation in the Supper. The Supper is to be 
eaten in memory of Christ's death, and in hope of his coming. In I Corinthians 11 :26-29 the apostle requires 
that those who partake are to examine themselves so that they may distinguish the Lord 's body and not eat 
or drink unworthily. Little children cannot fulfill this requirement. 

Fourth. these Reformed writers recognized that one motive for the practice of infant communion in the 
Eastern Orthodox Church was a sacramentalism that viewed the bread and wine as imparting spiritual life. 
Bavinck replies to this that John 6:53 refers not to a sacramental eating , but to the spiritual and mystical 
eating of faith . He further argues: 

" Withholding of the Supper from children deprives them of not one benefit of the covenant of 
grace . This would indeed be the case if they were denied baptism . One who does this must 
suppose that the children stand outside the covenant of grace. But it is otherwise with the Lord's 
Supper. Whoever administers baptism and not the Lord's Supper to children acknowledges that 
they are in the covenant and share all the benefits of it. He merely denies to them a special way 
in which those same benefits arc signified and sealed when that does not suit their age. The 
Supper docs not convey any benefit that is not already given before in the Word and in baptism 
through faith. " 2 

The agreement of Reformed theologians on this issue is described with precise scholarship 
in a learned article presented to the committee by Robert S. Rayburn, the author of a minority 
report . At the same time. Dr. Rayburn argues that this theological consensus may be more broad 
than deep . Since the position had already been established in medieval Catholicism and was not 
effectively challenged in the Reformed churches. the Reformed divines tended to repeat the same 
arguments rather uncritically . In the literature assembled and on file with the committee. it is 
evident that a challenging case can be made for reversing the Reformed practice and for admitting 
little children to the Supper. 

The case is made in a two-fold way . First, the analogy between the Passover and the Lord's 
Supper is appealed to . It is argued that since little children participated in the Passover feast. 
and in other sacrificial feasts. so. too , they should participate in the Passover feast of the New 
Covenant. the Lord's Supper. Participation in these covenantal meals is the right and privilege 
of those who are included in the covenant. Second, the parallel between the two New Covenant 
sacraments is stressed. Both are signs and seals of the covenant of grace. Neither adds any 
significant content that is not part of the covenant itself. and conveyed in the Word. If children 
have a right to be admitted to one sacrament, they have the same right to be admitted to the 
other. In both cases requirements must be made of adults that could not properly be made of 
children . but these requirements are the same: repentance and faith . If parents can cla im for their 
children the promise of the covenant signified in the sacrament of baptism. they can equally 
claim for them the same promise signified in the sacrament of the Supper. 

To the argument that Paul requires conditions for worthy participation in the Supper that little children 
cannot meet. a ready answer is found. Paul is writing to curb disorder at the Supper. and has adults in 
view. Paedobaptists would not deny baptism to children because requirements may be stated for adults that 
children cannot fulfill for themselves (Acts 2:38: Rom. 10: 13 . 14). 

These arguments for infant communion have been polemically applied by some. The Reformed practice 
has been accused of admitting children to membership among the people of God only to excommunicate 
them without process by barring them from the table. Or the Reformers have been accused of admitting 
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the ch ild ren , not to m em bership  in the church , but only  to a neutral area  o f  potential m em bersh ip , a kind 
o f  lim bo betw een the church and the w orld.

It is the thesis o f this report that, in spite o f  the excellent insights in the m inority  report and in o ther 
papers favoring paedocom m union that we have rev iew ed , the m ain argum ent is not susta ined . The PCA is 
well advised to continue the classical R eform ed practice o f  delaying  the adm ission  o f  children  to the L o rd 's  
Table until they reach a level o f  m aturity  at w hich they can profess their faith and partake o f  the elem ents 
w ith d iscernm ent.

If the little ch ildren o f b elievers are to be baptized  but not yet adm itted  to the L o rd 's  T ab le , the difference 
in practice m ust be g rounded in a difference betw een the tw o sacram ents. T his report m aintains that the 
tw o sacram ents are to be d istingu ished , and that there is background in the O ld T estam ent for that distinction . 
The distinction  in the New Testam ent is even  g reater, how ever, because o f  the heightened fu lfillm ent o f 
the New C ovenant.

In its sim plest fo rm , the d istinction  is betw een a covenan t sign that requires the active participation  o f  
the one who receives it. and a covenant sign that m ay be applied to one w ho is not an agent, but passive 
in its application . H ere we are talk ing  about the sign itse lf, not about the requ irem ents for the sign o r the 
a ttitudes that should accom pany the observance o f the sign. W hen B avinck and o thers  describe  circum cision  
and baptism  as "passive" sacram ents, they are first o f  all referring  to  the obv ious fact that both m ay be 
applied to a tiny infant w ithout its partic ipation . T he infant is in no sense the agent o f the sacram ent, but 
the one to w hom  it is applied. For participation  in the Passover o r the L o rd 's  S upper, how ever, som e degree 
o f  active ingestion is required  This point seem s to be taken account o f  in the present argum entation  for 
paedo-com m union. The m inority  report is not defending  the practice o f  in tinction by w hich a  com m union 
w afer is dipped in E ucharistic  w ine so as to m ake it possible for a nursing infant to sw allow  a m inute 
am ount o f  the e lem ents. R ather, the m inority  report is proposing  the partic ipation , not o f  nursing  infants 
w ho cannot yet take solid  food, but o f little children  who have m atured to the point o f  handling adequately  
a diet o f  solids.

C hildren  participating  in the first Passover would need further m aturation  beyond the nursing  stage. The 
Passover meal consisted  not sim ply o f  liquids and sem i-liquids, but o f roast m eat, unleavened b read, and 
bitter herbs It is h ighly unlikely that an Israelite father w ould feel constrained  to force such a d iet on an 
infant that w as new ly w eaned. The sam e w ould apply to the m eat o f the sacrificial m eals such as the 
peace-offerings.

The point is sim ple enough. The Passover d iffered  from  circum cision  in that ch ildren  had to be o lder 
to participate in it. The nursing ch ild , d rinking  m ilk rather than eating  m eat, could  not at that stage participate 
in the Passover. The point o f  the distinction  is clearly  expressed  hy the au thor o f  H ebrew s: "[Y ou) are 
becom e such as have need o f  m ilk, and not o f solid  food. For every  one that partaketh  o f m ilk is inexperienced 
in the w ord o f righteousness; for he is a babe. But solid  food is for fu llgrow n m en, even those w ho  by 
reason o f use have their senses exercised  to d iscern  good and ev il"  (H eb. 5:12-141.

Now advocates o f infant com m union are presum ably  ready to agree w ith this. Indeed, the paedocom m un
ion advocated in the m inority report m ight be described  as “com m union fo r little ch ild ren ,"  since it does 
not w ish to m ake a case for providing com m union to infants on the breast.

But when it is recognized  that a certain  level o f  m aturity  is necessary  for a p roper observance o f  the 
Passover, another possibility  em erges. In the heightening  o f fu lfillm ent by w hich the N ew  C ovenant is 
related to the O ld . is it not possible that the degree o f required  m aturity  could  be heigh tened .’ C ould  not 
the transition from  m ilk to solid  food sym bolize a spiritual m aturity  o f  the sort that the au thor o f  H ebrew s 
so readily associates w ith this transition  in d iet?

W e m ight expect that the active partic ipation  o f the one celebrating  a sacram ent would be radically  
deepened in the fulfillm ent o f  the New C ovenant. C erta in ly  the d istinction  o f  the sacram ent from  ordinary  
m eals is increased in the New T estam ent. T o  be su re , th is, too, had roots in the O ld T estam ent. The 
Passover was first celebrated  in the hom es o f the Israelites about to leave E gypt, and w as therefore  a last 
fam ily meal before their hasty departure . W hen G od set his nam e in Jerusalem , how ever, the Passover w as 
to be celebrated  at the central sanctuary , and becam e distinct from  fam ily m eals (D eut. 16:5-7). Jesus 
instituted the Supper not in a fam ily m eal in B ethany, hut in the upper room  with his d iscip les. W riting to 
the church at C orin th  to correct abuses at the L o rd 's  T ab le , Paul urges a greater d istinction  betw een the 
Supper and fam ily m eals. "W hat, have ye not houses to eat and drink in?" (I C or. 11:22, 34). He te lls the 
hungry to eat at hom e, and to recognize the sacram ent for w hat it is.

Jam es B Jordan , an advocate  o f  infant com m union , properly observes that his view  is less sac ram en ta l1. 
He stresses the com m on meal aspect o f  the Supper to urge that ch ild ren , as m em bers o f  the com m unity  o f  
the covenant should not be denied  access to the covenantal table. In a sim ilar fash ion , it has been argued 
that the m anna, the daily  food o f  Israel in the w ilderness, had a sym bolic and sacram ental force , understood 
by the in terpretation Jesus gave w hen he p resented  h im se lf as the true B read, com e dow n from  heaven  to 
give life to the w orld. S ince children ate o f  m anna (there w as noth ing  else to eat), and drank the w ater
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from  the rock (there w as nothing else to d rink), and since their food and drink  sym bolized  the life that 
C hrist g ives, they m ay now com e to the tab le w here the bread and cup  o ffer the sam e sym bo lism .4

The sym bolism  o f  the m anna and o f the w ater from  the rock cannot be denied  o r m inim ized. Indeed. 
Israel should have received both w ith thanksgiving and faith; they should have perceived the sym bolism . 
There is a sense in w hich we in the New C ovenant should find the sym bols o f  life in C hrist in our daily 
bread. Yet the sacram ent o f  the L o rd 's  Supper is not s im ply an aspect o f ou r fam ily m eals, o r a sim ple 
com m unity  m eal together. It is specifically  instituted by C hrist, and given a m ean ing  by him  that is repeated 
by the A postle Paul in charg ing  the C orin th ians. Jesus did not sim ply  give new m eaning to the Passover. 
The new w ine o f  the k ingdom  required  fresh w ineskins. Jesus institu ted  a new  sacram ent, using the w ine 
that was no form al part o f the orig inal P assover, and the bread  that w as, but ignoring the flesh o f the lamb 
or the bitter herbs in the dish . T he sacram ent is constitu ted  as a m em orial feast, poin ting  back to his sacrifice. 
By faith the partic ipant confesses the m eaning o f  the death  o f C hrist and antic ipates his com ing again. 
Because Jesus has accom plished  his a tonem ent, the Supper is not sim ply  a m eal that con tains elem ents o f 
sym bolism , including sacrificial sym bolism . It is purely sacram ental, an exercise  o f  active faith . For this 
reason, not to discern the body o f  the L ord, but to regard it as a sim ple m eal becom es a b lasphem y that 
G od will judge (I C or. 11:29).

The action o f  the sacram ent lies in the tak ing  and eating . "T his  do in rem em brance o f m e ."  Participation 
in the supper is analogous to perform ing baptism  as well as to receiv ing  baptism . T o  be sure, this sacram ental 
action has been obscured  by liturgies that focus on priestly  consecration  o f the e lem ents, cerem onies in 
w hich the com m unicant is m ade as passive as possib le , w ith the com m union w afer being  placed upon his 
tongue. But the R eform ed doctrine  o f  the sacram ent has properly  restored  the em phasis to the active  initiative 
o f  the believer in tak ing  the bread and the cup. T he Lord h im self g ives the bread  and the cup; we take 
them  in his nam e, to rem em ber him . T he form  o f  the sacram ent requires an active expression  o f  personal 
faith. It d iffers significantly  from  baptism , fo r baptism  is a form  o f  blessing  with the addition o f  a sign o f 
cleansing . In baptism  the nam e o f  the Lord is given to the one baptized  in a form ula o f  blessing . T his can 
appropriately  be done to one w ho does not know  o r understand the m eaning o f  the b lessing that is being 
pronounced. But the active participation  that is required  by the form  o f  the L o rd 's  Supper necessitates a 
conscious response if  the sacram ent is to have positive m eaning.

The necessity  o f response seem s to be acknow ledged by those favoring  infant com m union . Jam es B. 
Jordan and G lenn D avies both argue that a covenantal response o f  obed ience to parents m eets, at a c h ild 's  
level, the requirem ents for participation  in the Supper: the self-exam ination  and d iscerning  the body o f the 
Lord o f  w hich Paul speaks in the C orin th ian  e p is t le .5 An evident danger at once appears. If  the quality  o f 
obedience to men (even parents) is m ade the condition  o f adm ission  to the tab le  ra ther than repentance and 
faith, the very m eaning o f  the sacram ent will be distorted .

Surely we m ust recognize not only the danger o f  regarding ou r children  as outside the covenant o f 
p rom ise , but also  the danger o f m inim izing  the need for the active personal faith  by w hich they claim  for 
them selves those prom ises that have been cla im ed for them  by believing parents.

The traditional R eform ed practice has honored the active  confession  o f  faith that ou r Lord has m ade 
structural for the observance o f the S upper. It has sought to p repare the child  to show forth , with understanding, 
the L o rd 's  death till he com e. A dm itted ly , R eform ed practice has at tim es unduly delayed the tim e when 
a child m ay be p repared  to respond in this active way by p rofessing  his o r her ow n faith . Yet the need for 
preparation  to participate in the sacram ent has stim ulated  the developm ent o f catechetical instruction  in the 
church as well as in the hom e.

The em phasis on w hat the sacram ents have in com m on is w ell founded. B avinck and o ther R eform ed 
theologians have appealed to it in defend ing  a delay in adm itting  children  to the Supper: no grace is w ithheld 
that is not signed and sealed in baptism . But an appreciation  o f how  the sacram ents d iffer is also im portant. 
Participation in the Supper both m anifests and requires an understanding  o f  the m eaning o f union with 
C hrist in his death , an understanding that lies beyond the level o f  m aturity  that is a ttained in infancy or 
early childhood.

This difference is poin tedly  stated in the L arger Catechism :
Q. 177. W herein  do the sacram ents o f baptism  and the L o rd 's  supper d iffer?
A. The sacram ents o f  baptism  and the L o rd 's  supper d iffer, in that baptism  is to he adm inistered  

but once, w ith w ater, to be a sign and seal o f  our regeneration  and ingrafting into C hrist, and that 
even to infants: w hereas the L o rd 's  supper is to be adm in istered  o ften , in the elem ents o f bread and 
w ine. to represent and exhib it C hrist as spiritual nourishm ent to the soul, and to confirm  o u r continuance 
and grow th in h im , and that on ly  to such as are o f  years and ability to exam ine them selves.

T his study com m ittee was erected  at the direction  o f  the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly “ to reassess the 
P C A 's  current practice with regard  to the L o rd 's  Supper and her covenan t ch ildren  in the light o f  the overall 
teaching o f S crip tu re ."  As a result o f our s tudy, we recom m end that the PCA con tinue the practice  defined
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in ou r standards and adm in ister the L o rd 's  Supper “only  to  such as are o f  years and ability  to exam ine 
them selves.”
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M IN O R IT Y  R E P O R T

The authorities o f  R eform ed theology render an a lm ost unanim ous judgm en t that covenant children 
before the age o f  d iscretion  ought not to be brought to the L o rd ’s T a b le .1 A ccord ing  to our theo log ians, 
w hile being m em bers o f  the covenan t fam ily o f  G od  and recip ien ts o f  the prom ises o f  the covenan t entitle 
ou r children  to the sacram ent o f  bap tism , the sam e considerations are insuffic ien t to  con fer upon them  a 
right to the L o rd 's  Supper. The virtual unanim ity  o f  op in ion on this question , though im pressive, m ay, 
how ever, be deceptive. C ertain considerations suggest that this consensus m ay be due less to the persuasive
ness o f the argum ents com m only  advanced on its behalf than to the absence o f serious criticism  o f  a custom  
w hich predated the re fo rm atio n ' and, consequen tly , to  a re la tively  superficial exam ination  o f  the question . 
The fact that paedocom m union never becam e for the R eform ed a m atter o f  dispute w ith  the C atho lics , the 
L utherans, o r the anabaptists m ade it m ore likely that little though t w ould  be devo ted  to the question  and 
that the argum ents o f au thorities w ould  be repeated  w ithout scru tiny  from  one generation  to the next. M any 
o f  ou r theologians do  not even raise the issue in the ir d iscussion  o f the doctrine  o f  the L o rd ’s Supper and 
the treatm ent given by o thers can only be described  as p e rfu n c to ry .1 O ne can only guess how  they  would 
have responded to contem porary  criticism  o f  their argum ents fo r they w ere not required  in their day to 
defend their position against substantial opposition .

That the com m on opin ion  o f the R eform ed church  on this m atter w as and rem ains ill-considered  can 
best be dem onstra ted , how ever, by an exam ination  o f  the a rgum ents o ffered  on its beh a lf by tw o R eform ed 
theologians o f im peccable credentials: H erm an W itsius (1636-1708) and H erm an B avinck (1845-1921). 
Both devote m ore attention  to the question  than is com m on and both present the received  position  against 
the background o f the argum ents o f  an advocate  o f  the partic ipation  o f covenant ch ildren  in the L o rd 's  Supper.

W its iu s '4 com m ents regarding  child  com m union appear in his d iscussion  o f  the requ irem ents for w orthy 
com m unicating .

X XX. W e m ay easily  gather from  w hat we have quoted from  Paul w hat to  th ink o f  the 
com m union o f infants. It appears to have been a custom  in the ancien t church  to put the 
sym bols o f the holy supper into the m ouths o f infants ju s t a fter baptism . A practice still 
observed by the O rien tals. I will here subjoin the w ords o f  M etrophanes C ritopulus 
H ie ro m o n ach u s,' confess, c. ix: 'B u t even infants them selves are partakers, beginning im 
m ediately upon their baptism , and afterw ards as often as the parents w ill. And if any one 
should blam e us for the com m union o f  infants, w e can easily  stop  his m outh . For, if  he be 
an A nabaptist, we use this saying against him : "S u ffer little ch ild ren , and forbid them  not 
to com e unto m e ,"  M att. xix. 15. A lso that other: “Except ye eat the flesh o f the Son o f  M an, 
and drink his b lood , ye have no life in y o u ,"  John v i.53 . But the prophetess A nna m akes 
very m uch for us, who dedicated  Sam uel from  his early  infancy to G od; w ho also  requires 
the first-born o f the Jew s to be given up to  h im , from  the ir very b irth , though not yet endow ed 
w ith a com petent m easure o f understanding . But if  our adversary  be no A nabap tist, we will 
also use the very sam e argum ents against h im , w hich he uses for infants against the A nabaptists; 
that as they ought to  be bap tized , so also  to be m ade partakers o f  the L o rd 's  Supper. And 
thus w ith the help o f  G od we have got the better o f  ou r a rg u m en t.' T hus far M etrophanes.

X X X I. But we are o f  a quite d ifferen t opin ion . For, all the w ords o f o ur L o rd ’s com m and 
(w ith respect to this sacram ent) are so expressed  that they cannot belong to infants, w ho can 
neither receive the bread nor eat it. unless it be chew ed for them  o r soaked. For 'babes arc
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fed with m ilk, and not w ith m ea t,' I C or. iii.2 , H eb. v. 12. Infants cannot exam ine them selves 
nor discern the L ord ’s body, nor show  his death , all w hich we have ju s t heard the apostle  
requires o f com m unicants.

X X X I1. The argum ents o f M etrophanes are very easily  refu ted . For, 1st. It does not 
follow' because ou r Lord w as w illing  that young children  should com e unto h im , and declared 
that theirs w as the kingdom  o f  heaven, that they are to partake o f  the supper. C hrist is there 
speaking o f spiritual and m ystical com m union  with h im self, w hich does not im ply any 
sacram ental com m union w hatever; but that on ly , o f  w hich the subjects he is speaking o f  are 
capable . 2dly. The nature o f  baptism  and o f the supper is d ifferent. B aptism  is the sacram ent 
o f  regeneration  and ingrafting in the church; in the adm inistra tion  o f w hich , the person to 
be bapti/.ed is m erely passive; to the receiv ing  o f  that the Scripture does not so universally  
require self-exam ination  and the show ing the L ord ’s death . And therefore  it may be properly 
applied to young ch ild ren . But the supper is the sacram ent o f  nutrition by m eans o f  a solid 
food; to the partaking  w hereof, the com m unican ts  are required  to perform  certa in  actions 
both by the body and the soul, o f  w hich infants are incapable , and therefore  it belongs to 
those w ho arc com e to the years o f d iscretion , and not to  little ch ildren . 3rdly. O ur Lord, 
John vi. 53 , is not treating  o f a sacram ental but o f  a spiritual and m ystical eating  by faith. 
For neither w as the Eucharist then institu ted  o r know n; nor will any one readily  urge such 
an absolute necessity  for the eucharist as that w ithout it none can be saved; w hich yet our 
Lord asserts o f  that eating o f  his flesh. 4 th ly . The exam ple o f  the prophetess A nna, who 
consecrated  Sam uel a little child  to G od , is not at all to the purpose. For noth ing  can be 
concluded from  that, but that it is a part o f the duty o f parents to  give up their ch ildren  as 
early  as possible to the obedience and service o f  G od. 5 th ly . And w hat they pretend concerning  
the dedication o f  the first-born o f  the Jew s to G od , is still m ore im pertinent. For that dedication 
o f the first-born , previously  to the setting apart the tribe o f  Levi, show ed that they w ere 
G o d ’s, and to be em ployed to his serv ice; in them  the o ther ch ildren  w ere accounted  to be 
consecrated , and even the w hole fam ily; and in a w ord, they w ere types o f C hrist, in w hom , 
as the first-born am ong m any breth ren , all the fam ilies o f  the earth  are blessed . All w hich 
has nothing to do w ith the partic ipation  o f  the eucharist.

B av inck’s6 discussion  adds further considerations to those advanced by W itsius.
. . .the children  are excluded . T rent condem ned  only the necessity  not the law fulness o f  child  
com m union. A m ong the R eform ed M uscu lus7 agreed. He put forw ard  these reasons: I) that 
w hoever possesses the thing signified  has right a lso  to the sign; 2) tha t, as appears from  
baptism , children are able to receive the grace o f the new b irth , they are also able w ithout 
consciousness to be nourished in that spiritual life; 3) that C hrist, the saviour o f  his w hole 
congregation , is also  the saviour o f  the children  and feeds them  all w ith his body and gives 
them  all to drink o f his blood; and 4) that the adm onition  to self-exam ination  in I Cor.
11:26-29 is not intended by the apostle  as a general requirem ent. But all these  reasons lose 
their force in the face o f  these considerations. 1) In the O T  there w as a g reat d ifference 
betw een circum cision  and the passover. C ircum cision  w as p rescribed  for all m ale ch ild ren , 
but the passover, not at once w ith the institution o f  it, but later in Palestine, was celebrated  
in the tem ple o f Jerusalem . Very young children  w ere in the nature o f  the case  excluded . 2) 
In the sam e way there is a great d ifference betw een baptism  and the L ord ’s Supper. Baptism  
is the sacram ent o f  the new b irth , w herein the individual is passive. T he L o rd ’s Supper is 
the sacram ent o f  grow th in fellow ship  w ith C hrist, o f  the nurture o f the spiritual life, and it 
supposes consc ious, active  partic ipation  in those w ho receive it. 3) C hrist instituted the L ord 's  
Supper in the m idst o f his d iscip les, saying to them  all: ‘T ake , eat, d r in k . ' T hese words 
suppose that they would take the bread and w ine from  his hand. And Paul says that the 
congregation  at C orin th  cam e together in o rder to eat and g ives no o ther im pression  than that 
only grow n persons in possession  o f in tellectual pow ers partic ipated  in the supper. 4) In I 
C or. 1 1:26-29 the apostle em phatically  sets forth the requirem ent that before  the supper, men 
exam ine them selves so that they may d istinguish  the body o f  the Lord and not eat and drink 
unw orthily . T h is requirem ent is set forth in an entire ly  general fash ion , d irected  to all 
participants in the supper, and therefore , in the nature o f the case , excludes children . 5) 
A bstaining from  the supper causes children  the loss o f not one benefit o f the covenant o f 
grace. T his w ould indeed be the case if  they w ere denied  baptism . For no one can deny 
baptism  to children except he think that they stand outside the covenant o f  grace. But it is 
o therw ise with the L o rd 's  Supper. W hoever adm inisters baptism  and not the L o rd 's  Supper 
to children acknow ledges that they are in the covenan t and share all the benefits o f  it. He 
m erely denies them  a special m anner by w hich those benefits are signified  and sealed during
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the tim e it does not suit their age. T he supper g ives not one benefit w hich is not granted  
already beforehand through faith in the W ord and baptism .

In this m atter W itsius and B avinck are thoroughly  represen tative  o f  the R eform ed consensus and , so 
far as I am  aw are, they om it no im portant a rgum ent advanced against paedocom m union  by o u r th eo lo g ian s.8

In my judgm en t, carefu l scrutiny o f  these a rgum ents against ch ild  com m union  w ill show  them  to be 
w ithout substance and insufficient to turn aside the stra ightforw ard  and fundam ental considera tions urged 
in support o f the participation  o f covenant ch ildren  in the supper by M etrophanes and M usculus.

1) The centralization  o f  the passover in Jerusalem  as one o f  the p ilg rim age feasts, proves nothing. 
W om en w ere likew ise not required  to a ttend and children  did partic ipate , indeed w ere required  to partic ipate , 
in o ther sacrifices and o fferings (D eut. 12:4-7, 11-14; 14:22-26; 15:19-20; 16 :10-11).9 If  young children 
were excluded from  the passover because they w ere incapable o f  understand ing  and thus w orthy partak ing , 
it is d ifficu lt to explain  why they w ere w elcom e at these o ther sacrificial m eals.

2) A n im portant argum ent advanced by both W itsius and B avinck is that there is a g reat d ifference 
betw een the tw o sacram ents: baptism  being the sacram ent o f  regeneration  and thus in it the individual is 
passive; the supper being  the sacram ent o f  nourishm ent and thus requ ires intelligent partic ipation  on  the 
part o f anyone w ho receives it.

It is to be observed , in the first p lace, that as it is used by the opponents o f  paedocom m union  this 
argum ent is an instance o f the fallacy o f petitio  principii. T he a rgum ent begs the question  because it am ounts 
to the conclusion  w hich m ust be dem onstra ted  ra ther than  a dem onstra tion  o f  the conclusion . N o doub t, if 
the tw o sacram ents d iffer in nature in this w ay, child  com m union  is excluded ; but this d ifference is precisely  
the point at issue. As an argum ent, therefore , it is w orth less.

It may be said , how ever, that this conclusion  regarding  the sacram ents is dub ious fo r a variety  o f  reasons. 
There is no doubt that baptism  m ay be designated  the sacram ent o f initiation  and the supper the sacram ent 
o f  nutrition. But this nom enclature signifies noth ing  in regard  to the passiv ity  o r activ ity  o f the recipient 
o f  each  sacram ent, a subject never raised and a d istinction  never m ade in Scrip tu re . Further, though 
com m only  enough so designated  in the R eform ed m a n u a ls ,10 it does a grave injustice to the statem ents o f 
Scripture to distinguish  baptism  from  the supper by designating  the form er as the sacram ent o f regeneration . 
O ur C onfession  o f  Faith and catechism s rightly  express no such d im in ished  concep t o f  baptism . B aptism  
signifies our union with the triune G od in C hrist and the w hole o f  ou r salvation  w hich flow s from  that 
union (Rom . 6 :3-6; G al. 3:27-28; C ol. 2:11-12; I C or. 12:13) and is the seal o f  the righteousness w hich is 
by faith (R om . 4 :1 1 ) ."  T he signification  o f the tw o sacram ents cannot by appeal to  Scripture be show m  
to be fundam entally  d iffe re n t.12 In addition , the requirem ent o f  faith and repentance as conditions for the 
baptism  o f an adult renders the appeal to the 'p a ss iv ity ' o f  the baptized  w ithout force . C ertain ‘conscious 
activ ity ' is required o f  an adult fo r and in baptism  and for w orthy partic ipation  in the supper. If the one 
activity  does not constitu te an objection  to paedobap tism . it is d ifficu lt to see how  the o ther w ould  invalidate 
paedocom m union.

W hat is m ore, this a rgum ent assum es the doubtfu l prem ise that ch ild ren  bom  into a fam ily w ould  be 
denied  nourishm ent for a num ber o f  years. It seem s to me altoge ther odd that the distinction  draw n by these 
w riters betw een baptism  as a sacram ent o f  regeneration  and the supper as a sacram ent o f  nourishm ent should 
be em ployed as an argum ent against child  com m union . Som ething one m ust a lw ays see to on beh alf o f 
new borns is their nourishm ent! The fact that, a fter a ll. the supper, as the passover before it, is a meal ought 
to alert us to the unlikelihood that it is the in tention o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist that the adults eat w hile the 
little ones w atch them  eat.

3) The w ords o f institution to w hich B avinck appeals no doubt are m eant to be understood , as are the 
w ords o f the baptism al form ula w hich are pronounced over infants. T he spoken w ord often precedes the 
understanding , indeed gradually  calls forth  understanding and assent in covenant ch ildren  as in adults outside 
o f  the covenant com m unity.

M oreover, in this appeal to the com m and to take and eat, w hich obviously  cannot be heeded by infants, 
a certain inconsistency in argum entation  is exposed . T his a rgum ent figures in several treatm ents o f  this 
question  by R eform ed authorities. A gainst the O rthodox practice o f  com m union  im m ediately  after b a p tis m - 
that is, in earliest infancy and before w e an in g - it  has w eight. H ow ever, to em ploy this a rgum ent at all raises 
the presum ption that w hen a covenant child  is able to  take and eat he is to be adm itted  to the table But, 
this is true o f very young children . The O rthodox custom  seem s clearly  to  be contrary  to the pattern o f  the 
p a sso v e r,1'  but very young children  sat at the passover table in Israel and very young ch ild ren  can take 
food and drink from  an e ld e r 's  hand. There seem s to be an adm ission  o f  this in the literature though w ithout 
a reckoning with its im p lica tio n s .14

4) The appeal to I C or. 11:27-29 cannot bear the w eight w hich the opponen ts  o f  paedocom m union place 
upon it. That the requirem ent o f self-exam ination  as stated here by Paul is, for ou r au thorities , the princip le 
argum ent against child com m union is easy to dem onstra te. It is the only a rgum ent advanced against the 
idea by m any and is often presented as sufficient in itse lf to quell all d e b a te .1"1 The cum ulative  effec t o f
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this repeated rejection  o f paedocom m union on the sole basis o f  a perfunctory  appeal to I C or. 11:28 and 
w ithout a ttention to possible ob jections to this a rgum ent is to estab lish  tw o im pressions: I ) the consensus 
against child  com m union w as so com plete  and so m uch taken for g ranted  that ne ither argum ent nor careful 
reflection w as thought to be required  and 2) the reform ed consensus on this subject has never rested on a 
substantial biblical o r theological foundation .

As the context m akes c lear and as the com m entato rs con firm , P au l's  rem arks are specifically  directed 
against an im pious and irreverent participation  (a true m anducatio  indignorum ). M uch m ore w ould need to 
have been said before it could  be concluded that Paul w as speak ing  to the general question  o f  w ho m ay 
com e to the table, o r to the question  o f  c h ild ren 's  partic ipation , o r that he intended to exclude them  from 
the supper. W e do not understand A cts 2:38 to deny bap tism  to little ch ild ren , R om . 10:13-14 to deny them  
salvation , o r 2 T hess. 3:10 to deny them  food.

An appeal to I C or. 11:28 is rendered  all the m ore dubious an argum ent against paedocom m union by 
the incontestable fact the O ld T estam ent con tains sim ilar w arnings against fa ith less and hardhearted  partic i
pation in the sacram ents, sim ilar calls to self-exam ination  before partic ipa ting , even (as in I C or. 1 1:30) 
threats o f death  for such offenders (Isa. 1:10-20; A m os 5:18-27; Jer. 7 :1-29). Y et these w arnings can in 
no way be said to have invalidated the practice o r the d iv ine w arrant fo r fam ily partic ipation  in the sacral 
m eals as prescribed in the law.

5) A further consideration  arises from  the R eform ed defin ition  o f  a sacram ent as a sign and seal o f the 
covenant o f  grace T he sacram ents accom pany prom ises m ade to m em bers o f  the covenant com m unity  and 
the com m andm ents o f  G od w hich h is people are sum m oned to obey . T he sacram ents do  not add to the 
covenant revelation  o f G od , they signify and confirm  it. There is noth ing  in the sacram ent w hich is not 
already and m ore com prehensively  in the W ord. B aptism  is conferred  upon covenan t ch ildren  precisely 
because G od has m ade prom ises to them  and sum m oned them  to live fo r him  even in the ir earliest days. 
On this understanding  o f  the sacram ents and w ithout c lear w arrant o therw ise  in Scripture it appears d ifficult 
to ju stify  w ithhold ing  the seal and thus d ivorcing  it from  the prom ises w hich clearly  have already been 
m ade and from  the sum m ons w hich has a lready been issued. T he bearing  o f  these considerations on the 
issue o f  child  com m union is illustrated  beautifu lly  by B av in ck 's  fifth a rgum ent, w hich appears to be less 
a reason than an apology for the exclusion  o f children  from  the ta b le .16 W here does Scripture ever suggest 
that a participant in all the benefits o f the covenant o f g race ' is to be denied  the sign and seal o f  those 
benefits? A gainst W itsius it should be said that C h ris t 's  invitation  to  the ch ild ren  (M att. 19:13-15) cannot 
be so easily  judged  irrelevant to  this question . Spiritual and m ystical com m union  w ith C hrist m ost certain ly  
does im ply sacram ental com m union w ith him , for the one signifies and seals the other.

A nother way o f  putting this objection  to the received practice in the R eform ed church  is to point out 
that the custom  o f  excluding covenant ch ildren  from  the table can be derived  from  no princip le  o f R eform ed 
ecclesio logy. The visible church is defined  as 'a ll th o se ...th a t profess the true re lig ion , together w ith their 
c h ild re n ... ' (W C F X X V , ii); the sacram ents arc said to be 'ho ly  signs and seals o f the covenan t o f  g ra c e ...  to 
represent C hrist and his benefits, and to confirm  ou r interest in him : as also to put v isible d ifference betw een 
those that belong unto the church  and the rest o f  the w o r ld . .. ’ (X X V II, i); and further it is m aintained that 
The sacram ents o f the O ld T estam ent, in regard o f  the spiritual th ings thereby signified  and exh ib ited , 

w ere, for substance, the sam e w ith those o f  the N ew ' (X X V II, v). F rom  these princip les o f our ecclesio logy 
the practice o f  infant baptism  is derived and by no application  o f these sam e princip les is it possib le  to 
invalidate paedocom m union. O n the con tra ry , paedocom m union seem s to be as m uch the necessary  conse 
quence o f  this ecclesio logy as paedobaptism .

C hristian parents begin to teach their little ones at a very early  age, indeed at the daw n o f consciousness, 
that the prom ises o f  God are theirs to hold and the law o f  G od is theirs to keep . If  the W ord can be given 
to them  at such a tender age. the sign and seal o f  it not less so. The nurture o f covenan t children is a 
continuum , having its beginning  before a child  is in full possession  o f  rational pow ers. As the supper is a 
visible w ord , there is no reason why it too  should not m ake its con tribu tion  over the w hole course o f  the 
spiritual upbringing o f  a covenant c h ild .17

6) C ertain practical consideration  are further to  be urged in support o f  the partic ipation  o f  young children 
in the supper. F irst, the im pression w hich the W ord is intended to m ake in this tangible and v isible form 
seem s in many w ays especially  suited to young ch ild ren . Second, the celebration  o f  the supper w ith their 
ch ildren , as well as preparation  for it. w ould provide parents w ith a regu lar and m ost im portant opportunity  
for instruction and exam ination , as the passover provided in ancient tim es. T h ird , paedocom m union would 
reinforce a conv iction , m uch needing  re inforcem ent today , nam ely , that covenan t ch ildren  are to be holy 
and pure m em bers o f  C h ris t 's  body , lovers o f G od and o f the brethren  from  the very beginning . This in 
turn would reinforce the responsib ility  and the right o f  the e lders to rule over the w hole church , including 
children , even naughty children , w hose naughtiness too  frequently  becom es, by the age o f d iscretion , a 
w ilfulness and rebellion w hich leads to death.

For all o f these reasons I conclude that the burden o f  p roo f rests heavily  on those w ho w ould exclude 
covenant ch ildren  from  the supper and that the com m on position  o f ou r churches cannot be sustained  unless
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supported by belter argum ents than those w hich have h istorically  been advanced on its behalf. 'L e t the little 
ch ildren  com e to m e. and do not h inder them , for the k ingdom  o f G od  belongs to such as th e se . ' 'T he  
kingdom  o f heaven is like a king w ho prepared  a w edding banquet for his s o n .. . '

There is, o f  cou rse , a danger inherent in the practice o f  paedocom m union . That a young covenant child  
partakes o f  the supper could lead to a false presum ption  o f  salvation both in his ow n heart and in the m ind 
o f  his fam ily and church. This is precisely the danger inherent in infant c ircum cision  and baptism  and often 
sadly illustrated in the history o f  Israel and C hristian ity . B ut in ou r church there is agreem ent that the 'r isk ' 
o f  infant baptism  is best provided for not by the abolition o f  the div inely  institu ted  o rder but by the insistence 
upon its practice only in the context o f covenan t fa ithfu lness on  the part o f parents and church . It should 
be noted , on the o ther hand, that our present practice is not w ithout dangers. At present we risk prom oting 
superstition by d ivorcing  the W ord from  the sacram ent. B eliev ing  they have right and title to it, we begin 
to give the W ord to ou r ch ildren as soon as o r even before we give them  solid food; but fo r the sacram ent 
they m ust wait. The im plication is that there is som e new  div ine com m unication , som e supernatural efficacy 
w hich the sacram ent contains but the W ord does not, o r that the sacram ent unlike the W ord , has an intrinsic 
pow er and is not m erely an instrum ent by w hich the Spirit m inisters grace to the heart. O ur authorities 
vigorously deny th is , 1K but our practice suggests it. A further tem ptation  in our practice to  w hich I believe 
our ch ildren often succum b is d isillusionm ent w ith the sacram ent. M aking covenant ch ild ren , m any o f  who 
have been believers from  their m o the r’s b reasts , w ait for the sacram ent until adolescence o r later naturally  
aw akens in their hearts eager expectations o f  the sac ram en t's  efficacy  suddenly  and perm anently  to raise 
their spiritual affections to a new pitch , expectations w hich are and cannot but be d isappo in ted . The 
confusion , d isappo in tm ent, and frustration  o f  m any earnest C hristian  people over the frequent failure o f  the 
sacram ent to w arm  their a ffections, to bring  tears, to leave its im pression  upon their hearts for days afterw ards 
is a problem  o f real urgency today for pastors. C ould it not be that our practice o f delay ing  participation  
in the sacram ent and, in that w ay, d ivorcing  the W ord from the sacram ent tem pts ou r ch ildren  to think o f 
the operation  o f the sacram ent as being very d ifferen t from  the operation  o f  the W ord and creates exaggerated  
expectations for the sacram ent w hich in turn have led to confusion  and, not infrequently , d isillusionm ent.

The m ajority  o f  the com m ittee  very rightly has the highest regard for and loyalty  to the doctrine  and 
practice w hich we have received as our inheritance. Surely after four and a h a lf centuries o f v irtual unanim ity  
on the question o f  paedocom m union it is natural to be suspicious o f  w hat am ounts to a charge that virtually 
w ithout exception  our theologians and ou r fathers and m others in the faith have all these generations been 
d eaf to the Lord speaking in the Scrip tures concerning  the place o f  ou r ch ildren  at his table. N evertheless, 
it is a m ost fundam ental conviction  o f  our church that the suprem e authority  for doctrine and practice  m ust 
be the Lord C hrist speaking in the Scrip tures. Such unqualified  subm ission  to the W ord o f  G od  requires 
not only that we constantly  subject ou r doctrine  to the test o f fidelity  to the Scrip tures but that we w illingly 
receive correction from  the W ord. T his should be m uch easie r, o f cou rse , if, as 1 have m ain tained , the 
doctrine o r the practice has never received  anything m ore than superficial consideration .

All respect to the com m ittee for a report w hich presents the case for re ta in ing  ou r traditional practice 
with considerably m ore sensitiv ity , im agination , and d iscrim ination  than one will find in our standard 
authorities. N evertheless, I can only conclude that the com m ittee  report fails adequately  to answ er the 
gravam en o f the charges lodged against the practice o f  exclud ing  our children  from  the supper.

It is, o f course, conceivable  that in the era introduced by C hrist and his apostles there w as such a 
heightening  o f the degree o f required  m aturity  for participation  in the second sacram ent as the com m ittee 
report m aintains. This is precisely w hat baptists have a rgued in deny ing  the support for infant baptism  
w hich we derive from  the connection  betw een circum cision  and b ap tism . O ur theologians have acknow ledged 
that there are differences betw een the pre-C hristian  and C hristian  econom ies but have rightly  insisted  both 
that these d ifferences concern  the form  only and not the substance o f  the covenant o f G od in C hrist with 
his people and that the m em bership  and participation  o f the children  o f b elievers in the covenan t com m unity , 
the church o f G od , belong not to the form  but to the substance o f  G o d 's  covenan t and o f  the w orkings o f  
divine grace.

Further, w hile such a heightening as m ight have im plications for the adm ission  o f  covenant ch ildren  to 
the table lacks any direct textual support, it surely cannot be contested  that a prim a facie case can be m ade 
for the relevance o f  the practice o f including children  in the passover and o ther sacrificial m eals for the 
ch u rch 's  practice o f the L o rd 's  Supper. Indeed, the case can be m ade for paedocom m union in precisely  the 
way we are accustom ed to argue for paedobaptism  (e .g . there is no statem ent in the N ew  T estam ent 
invalidating the practice o f the O ld; the theology o f ch ildren and the m em bersh ip  o f covenant children  in 
the church o f God upon w hich R eform ed understanding  o f paedocom m union is based are seconded in the 
New T estam ent; there is no instance in the New T estam ent o f  w hat w ould seem  to be a p rerequisite  for the 
argum ent that the O ld T estam ent order has been superseded , v iz ., a record  o f o r at least som e hint o f  a 
covenant child  being prepared for adm ittance o r being adm itted  to the table in his adolescence or young 
adulthood; e tc .) In addition it m ay be noted that certain  necessary  concom itan ts o f  our present practice 
w holly lack textual support (e .g . that there are tw o types o f m em bers in C h ris t 's  church  and that ado lescen t
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o r young adult m em bers o f  the covenant com m unity  arc required  to ‘profess fa ith ’ for en trance into the 
fulness o f their covenant privileges).

W e would do  well to rem em ber that the self-evidence o f the correctness o f  the traditional application  
o f I C or. 11:27-28 to the issue o f paedocom m union  is seriously im peached by the w idespread  practice o f 
paedocom m union in the w estern church until the tw elfth  century  and in the eastern  church to  the present 
and by the fact that the L o rd 's  Supper w as lost to the c h u rch ’s children  in the w est not as a result o f  a 
purification o f the c h u rch 's  p ractice o f  the sacram ent but ra ther as the result o f a horrib le corrup tion  o f  i t .w

I do not at all doubt that it is the desire  o f  us all to  be faithful to the Scrip tures in this m atter. For this 
reason I urge the church  not to be p recip itate in d isposing  o f  th is question . Surely it canno t be den ied  that 
argum ents o f considerable  w eight, deriv ing  naturally  from  the statem ents o f the Scrip tures and deeply 
em bedded in R eform ed ecc lesio logy , are being  advanced in m any quarters today in favor o f  re th ink ing  our
tradition W e give thanks to G od for ou r forefathers and w ish to be loyal to the rich and biblical tradition
w hich they have bequeathed  to us But neither such gratitude nor loyalty  to ou r h istoric doctrine  and practice 
requires that we invest unqualified  confidence in the infallibility  o f  our au thorities o r in the correctness o f 
every part o f  our trad ition . N o conviction  as fundam ental to our faith as the suprem e authority  o f  the 
Scrip tures w ill rem ain untested . Let us take great care  to ensure that it is the Scrip tures and not the custom  
o f  centuries to  w hich we are subm itting  ourselves. Even the L o rd 's  d iscip les, accustom ed  as they w ere in 
their day to circum cized  infants and children  at the passover ta b le ,20 had to  be reproached  by him  for their 
failure to d iscern  how  unqualified  is the w elcom e w hich is ex tended  to ou r ch ildren  in the church  o f  God 
(M k. 10:13-16).

You gave us his body to  eat.
His holy b lood to drink
W hat m ore could  he have done for us?

Let us not deny it to  little children
N or forbid them
W hen they eat Jesu s ' body.

O f such is the k ingdom  o f heaven 
As C hrist h im self told us.
And holy D avid says also:

From the m ouths o f sm all children 
And o f  all innocent babes 
Has com e forth G o d 's  praise 
That the adversary  m ay be cast dow n.

* * *

Praise G od , you children 
You tiny babes.
For he will not drive you aw ay.
But feed you on his holy b o d y . '1

Robert S. Rayburn

Footnotes

I For a discussion  o f the pertinent biblical m aterial consult C . K eidel, Is the L o rd 's  Supper for C h ild ren? ' 
W TJ X X X V II 11975) pp  301-341 and R. B eckw ith , T he A ge o f A dm ission  to the L o rd ’s S u p p e r.' W TJ 
XXX V III (1976) pp 123-151 In my ju d g m en t, K eidel has exposed the vulnerability  o f the exegesis  and 
biblical theology custom arily  invoked to support the exclusion  o f little ch ildren  from  the supper. Beckw ith 
a ttem pts to overturn K eidel’s conclusions but does not succeed. He scores a few  points against K eidel’s 
reasoning but leaves the argum ent as a w hole unscathed Indeed, it m ay be that B eckw ith has strengthened 
K eidel's  case in providing full docum entation  o f the fact that young children regularly  partic ipated  in the 
passover in first century Judaism

For a sum m ary o f the R eform ed authorities cf. B. D cM oor, C om m entarius perpe tuus in Johann is  M arckii 
C om pendium . Pars V , C aput X X X I, xii, p 643.
2. The opin ion  o f  T hom as A quinas, for exam ple, is s im ilar to that o f  reform ed w riters. 'S ed  quando iam 
pueri incipiunt aliqualcm  usum  rationis habere, ut possint devotionem  conciperc  huius sacram enti. tunc
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potest eis hoc sacram entum  conferri . ’ [But as soon as children  begin to have som e use o f reason , so that 
they are able to grasp  the sanctity  o f this sacram ent, then it is possible fo r this sacram ent to be brought to 
them .] Sum m a T heologiae, Pars I lia , Q uestio  LX X X , A rticu lus 9. T h o m as ' statem ent suggests that he may 
have considered  the age o f  d iscretion to be low er than it has ord inarily  been thought to  be in the R eform ed 
church  C f. the statem ent issued by R om e in 1910: 'A e tas  d iscretion is turn ad confessionem  turn ad s. 
com m unionem  ea est, in qua puer incipit ra tiocinari, hoc est c irca  septim um  annum , sive supra , sive etiam  
in fra .' [The age o f  d iscretion  first for confession  then holy com m union  is that in w hich the child  begins to 
reason, that is. about seven years, m ore o r less.) H. D enzinger, E nchirid ion  Sym bo lorum , 17th e d .,  F riburg . 
1928. p. 588 No. 2137. Cf. T . W are, The O rthodox C hurch , B altim ore, 1963, p. 295. A m ong R eform ed 
w riters a variety o f opin ions is found as to the age o f  d iscretion . Som e suggest fourteen  years o f  age as 
roughly suitable for the generality  o f  covenant children . M ore com m only  it is held that the age fo r adm ission  
to the supper will vary from  child  to child  for it depends upon sp iritual capab ilities and virtues w hich may 
be present in som e very young children  and absent in som e m uch o lder. C f. A . K uyper. D ictaten  D ogm atiek, 
V ol. IV , De S acram entis, p. 194; W alaeus in D eM oor. op . c i t ., p. 647. 'A g n o sco . m ultos nostrorum  in 
a lteram  extrem um  peccare; qui ex istim ant, nefas si alii p lene iam adulti ad coenam  ad m ittan tu r.' [I know  
m any o f ou r men e rr to the o ther extrem e w ho suppose it to be a m istake for anyone but a fu llgrow n adult 
to be adm itted  to the Supper.]; and V oetius. Tractatus S e lecti de P o litico  E cc lesiastica , Series Secunda. 
ed. J H oedem aker, A m sterdam , 1886, p. 221. 'Q uod  ad Pueros, non possum us om nes ad parem  aetatis 
m ensuram  astringere. Sunt en im  in quibus cognitio  sp iritualis, studium  ac zelus p ie ta tis, m ores g raves ac 
com positi supplent defectum  aetatis. M inim e tam en probandum  est, quod parite r om nes aut plerique post 
decim um  quartum  aetatis an n u m ... ad com m unionem  rec ip iu n tu r.’ |W ith  respect to ch ildren we are not 
able to bind everyone to the sam e m easure o f  age. There are those in w hom  spiritual know ledge, devotion  
to p ie ty , and a serious and settled character m ake up for a lack o f  years.]
3. This is strik ingly  dem onstra ted  in the treatm ent o f the question  in tw o o f the m ost thorough and authoritative 
dogm atics o f  the m ature R eform ed theology. T urretin  m erely assum es that the supper is for adults and 
m akes m ention o f  the m atter only in his d iscussion o f ano ther question: 'A n  ex Dei praecep to  om nibus et 
singulis fidelibus ad id tis  u trum que Eucharistiae S ym bolum  adm inistrari d e b e a t.’ An vero  usus C alicis Populo 
in terdicendus s it? ' The chap ter thus titled is a defense o f the com m union  in both k inds and infant com m union 
enters the argum ent only incidentally . In rebutting a variety  o f argum ents advanced in support o f  the practice 
o f giv ing  only  the bread to the congregation , he notes that som e have claim ed the ancient practice o f  the 
con tm unio  infantium  as ev idence o f  the F a the r's  support for the com m union  in one kind. Turre tin  adm its 
that infant com m union w as com m on in the Latin  church  until the tw elfth  century  but argues, citing  C yprian 
and A ugustine, that it cannot at all be dem onstra ted  that infants com m unicated  in only one kind. Institu tio  
Theologiae E lencticae, 1688, Locus X IX , Q uestion  X X V , xxx. T u rre tin ’s entire  presentation  o f  the Locus 
De S acram entis is an illustration o f the profound influence po lem ics exerted  upon the treatm ent o f  this 
doctrine  in the R eform ed m anuals. M astrich t. on the o ther hand , d irectly  addresses the question  o f  who 
should com m unicate, but takes but nine w ords and a nod at 1 C or. 11:28-29 to  answ er in the negative 
regarding ch ild ren . Theoretico-P ractica  Theo log ia , 1725. L iber V II, C aput V . xiii.
4. The E conom y o f  the C ovenants betw een G od an d  M an , V ol. II, ET: L ondon. 1837, pp. 455-456.
5. M etrophanes, a G reek theologian o f  the 17th century , w as sent by his patriarch  to England in 1616 in 
order that he m ight receive instruction at O xford in the doctrine  o f  the C hurch o f E ngland. It w as hoped 
that this would better equip  him  to defend the O rthodox C hurch against the influence o f  the Jesu its , who 
w ere enjoying  som e success in the cast due , so the patriarch  supposed , to the inability  o f  the ill-educated  
orthodox clergy  to coun ter their teaching. M etrophanes a lso  visited  several L utheran U niversities. He later 
becam e patriarch o f A lexandria
6. G ereform eerde D ogm atiek. V ol. IV . K am pen. 1918. pp. 641-642.
7. W olfgang M usculus (1497-1563) w as an early  R eform ed theo log ian  w ith extensive con tacts  w ith 
Lutheranism . He w as a student o f B ucer in S trassburg and later p ro fesso r o f theology in Bern. H is Loci 
C om m unes  was published in 1560, one y ear a fter the publication  o f  the final ed ition  o f  C a lv in 's  Institu tes.
8. C f. D eM oor, op. c it..  pp. 643-647; J. M urray. C hristian  B ap tism , Philadelphia: 1972, pp. 76-79.
9. The force o f  these texts seem s to me to be especia lly  strong. T o  deny the supper to covenan t ch ildren 
in the face o f this O ld T estam ent p ractice surely requires c lear and stra ightforw ard  instruction  to that effect. 
Here is a com m andm ent to partake o f  sacram ental m eals w ith ou r sons and daugh ters, w hich com m andm ent 
has never been rescinded.

W hile it is som etim es m aintained that young ch ild ren , ch ildren  younger than the age o f  d iscretion  did 
not eat the passover. it is generally  acknow ledged that they d id. L. B erkhof, for exam ple, w rites: ‘C hild ren  
though they w ere allow ed to eat the passover in the days o f  the O ld T estam ent, cannot be perm itted  to 
partake o f  the table o f the L o rd .. . ' System atic  Theology, 4th e d ..  G rand Rapids: 1949, p. 656. T he  texts 
listed above together with the instructions for the passover given  in Ex. 12 seem  clearly  to  require that 
young children did participate in the p assover and these o ther sacral m eals. Cf. K eidel, op. c it .,  pp. 307ff.
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10. C f. Synopsis P urioris Theo log iae. Edito Sexta , 1881, D isputatio  X L IV . ii. p. 490: H orum  autem  
Sacram entorum  prim um  esl B aptism us. quod ideo S acram entum  regeneration is nostrae e t initiationis in 
ecclesiam  ap p e lla tu r .. . '  [The first o f these sacram ents is bap tism  w hich for that reason is called  the sacram ent 
o f  our regeneration  and in itiation into the c h u rc h ... ] and M astricht w ho en titles h is chap ters  on baptism  and 
the supper De S acram entis regeneration is and De Sacram cntis nutritionis respectively .
11. Though not denying  that the signification  o f baptism  includes regeneration . John M urray w rites: ‘There 
does not appear to be in the New T estam ent any passage w hich expressly  says that baptism  represents 
purification from  the defilem ent o f  sin , that is to say , reg en era tio n .' O p. c it.,  p. 7.
12. Bavinck h im self seem s to acknow ledge this in the final sentence o f  the portion quoted  from  him  above.
13. C f. K eidel, op . c i t . ,  pp. 307-310. In add ition , it is founded on a doctrine  o f  the necessity  o f  the 
sacram ents w hich is c learly  m istaken. That this false reason for infant com m union receives som e prom inence 
in R eform ed criticism  o f  the practice (cf. V oetius, op. c it .,  p. 221; D eM oor, op. c it ., pp. 644-645) raises 
the possib ility  that paedocom m union w as re jected  over hastily  as a  result o f  its association  in m any m inds 
w ith defective  and dangerous v iew s o f  the nature and efficacy o f  the sacram ents.
14. C f. C alv in . Institu tes . IV , xv i, 30 [ ' . . .the Supper is g iven  to o lder persons w ho, having  passed  tender  
in fancy, (qui superata teneriore in fa n tia ...) ,  can now  take solid  fo o d .’ ]; D eM oor, op. c i t . ,  p. 643 [ '.. .In fa n te s  
recens  b ap tizati. . . '] ;  and M urray, op. c it., pp. 77 . 79 [W e can readily  detect that there is in the e lem ents 
used and the actions involved som ething that is not congruous w ith early  in fancy .']  (M y italics)

T oo frequently  one encoun ters  in ou r literature a com plete  failure to reckon w ith the im plications o f  the 
d ifference betw een the nursing infant and the w eaned child  o r o f the difference betw een the beginnings o f 
understanding  and conviction  and the m aturity  o f faith. For exam ple, W illiam  A m es has noth ing  m ore to 
say on the question  o f the participation  o f  ch ildren  in the Supper than this; But the Supper is to be 
adm inistered  only to those w ho are v isibly capable  o f  nourishm ent and grow th  in the church . T herefo re , it 
is to  be given not to infants, but only  to a d u lts . ' The M arrow  o f  T heo logy , ET: B oston . 1968, p. 212.
15. In the follow ing collection  o f c ita tions, the quoted  m aterial in every  case  (w ith the possib le  exception  
o f  H eidegger w hose context I w as unahle to exam ine) represents the entire  statem ent on paedocom m union 
to be found in the w ork in question . T . B eza. Q uaestionum  et R esponsionum  C hrislianarum  L ihellus. Pars 
a ltera , 1580, p. 137 'D e inde  quos aetas ipsa ostend it non esse  suae ipsorum  probationi faciendae idoneos. 
non quidem  ut indignos, sed ut nondum  aptos com m onefaciendos ne sib iipsis exitium  acce rsan t.' [N ext 
those w ho by reason o f  their age show  them selves to  be unable to exam ine them selves, not indeed because 
they are unw orthy , but because they are not yet able to  be w arned lest they should bring ruin upon 
them selves.]; Z. U rsinus, C om m entary on the H eidelberg  C atech ism , ed. D. Pareus, ET: C o lum bus. 1851, 
p. 429 . 'T h ey  are to be adm itted  to the L o rd 's  Supper by the church , I . W ho are o f a p roper age to exam ine 
them selves, and to com m em orate  the L o rd ’s death , according to the com m and: “T his do  ye in rem em brance 
o f  m e ."  "L et a m an exam ine h im self, and so let him  eat o f the b rea d ."  "Y e do  shew  the L o rd 's  death  till 
he c o m e ."  (I C or. I 1:25, 26, 28 .) The infant children  o f the church  are therefore , not adm itted  to the use 
o f  the L o rd 's  Supper even though they are included am ong the num ber o f  the fa ith fu l.';  V oetius, op. c it .,  
p 220 'D e  Infantibus absolute Neg hac una ra tione, quod non possin t seipsos probare  et exp lorare , nec 
actualem  habeant resip iscen tiam . fidem , novam  obed ien tiam , m ortis d om inicae annuntia tionem : super quibus 
se explorare  debent. Atqui et istud et illud est requisitum  necessarium  a C or. 11. v . 16. 28. 29 30. 3 1 . ' 
[R egarding infants absolu tely  not fo r this one reason , that they w ould not be able  to  test and exam ine 
them selves, nor w ould they have actual repen tance, fa ith , new  obed ience, proclam ation  o f  the L o rd 's  death , 
concerning  w hich things they ought to exam ine them selves. But, in fact, both the latter and the form er are 
required in I C or. 11: 16, 28-31 .]; S ynopsis  P urioris Theologiae, op. d r . ,  X L V , x iv. p 507: 'Q u o d  cnim  
hie circa A posto los gestum , post A posto lus non ad Pastores m odo , sed et reliquam  E cclesiam  retu lit, I C or. 
l L  .iisque in pietatis statu consisten tibus (quantum  quidem  hum anitus sciri po test, occu ltis  Deo relictis) 
non autem , non Baptizatis C atechum enis, aut L a p s is ... Unde ait A posto lus, Probet unusquisque seipsum . 
e tc .’ [For w hat here happened w ith the apostles , afterw ards the A postle refers not only to  pastors but also 
to the rest o f  the chu rch , I C or. 11 . . .and to those living p iously (so far indeed as it is possib le  hum anly  to 
know ; the secret th ings being  left to G od) but on the o ther hand not to  baptized  ca techum ens, o r to  the 
lapsed ... W hence the A postle says, 'L e t everyone exam ine h im se lf ', e tc .]: M. F. W endelinus, C hristianae  
T heologiae. 1646. p 549 'lg itu r  ab usurpatione sacrae caenae excludun tur. 1) Infantes: qui ad D om ini 
caenam  non sunt adm ittend i, I . Q uia m em oriam  m ortis D om ini non possunt recolere . 2. Q uia se no possum  
praeparare ad dignum  huius sacram enti usum : A tqui utrum quc requ iritu r a com m unican tibus. I C or. I I. v. 
24. 25. 26. 29. Interim  veteres doc to res, ex trad itionc A posto lica, quam  p ra tenderun t, etiam  infantibus 
caenam  dom inicam  ad salutem  necessarian) esse ju d ic a ru n t. ' |T hen  from the use o f the holy supper are 
excluded I ) Infants: w ho are not to be adm itted  to the L o rd ’s Supper. 1. B ecause they are not able to 
rem em ber the history o f the death  o f  the Lord. 2. B ecause they are not able to prepare  them selves for the 
w orthy use o f  this sacram ent: and both are required  o f com m unican ts. I C or. 11:24-26, 29. H ow ever, the 
Fathers, from  the apostolic  trad ition , as they a lleged , still ju dged , in the case o f  infants, the L o rd 's  Supper 
to be necessary for salvation ): J. H eidegger in H. H eppe. R eform ed  D ogm atics. ET: 1950, p.  654 [ 'A fte r
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the first Supper all believers and true C hristians are added to the num ber o f com m unican ts  w ho have duly 
exam ined them selves and have learned these m ysteries and shew n them selves to  be clean  and upright in 
life. Let each  one exam ine h im self and so let him  eat o f that bread and drink o f that cup . I C or. 11.28 In 
the num ber o f  these infants are not in c lu d e d .'] : B. P ictet. T heologia  C hristiana , Pars Secunda. 1733. p. 
651; ‘C oena non debet adm inistrari nisi adultis, non vero  in fan tibus, ut c rediderunt m ulti ex veteribus; 
nam  m axim um  est discrim en inter B aptism um  et C oenam . 1. B aptism us est sacram entum  in itiationis in 
Ecclesia; at sacra C oena est sacram entum  institutum  ad nutriendam  anim am  et confirm andam  fidem , per 
com m em orationem  benefic iorum  C hristi; prim i sunt capaces infantes; secundi tan tum  adulti. 2. Illud confir- 
m atur ex co  quod Paulus exigit exam en ab iis qui recip iunt sacram  coenam , at exam in is  non sunt capaces 
infantes, non autem  m agis m irum  videtur. B ap ti/a to s  infantes non adm itti ad coenam . ac non m irandum  
erat. si circum cisi infantes olirrr Pascha non co m ed eb an t.' [The Supper ought not to be adm in istered  except 
to adults, especially  not to infants, as m any am ong the ancients thought; for there is a great difference 
betw een B aptism  and the Supper. 1. Baptism  is the sacram ent o f  in itiation into the church; but the holy 
Supper is the sacram ent instituted for the nourish ing  o f  the soul and for confirm ing  faith through the 
com m em oration  o f  the benefits o f  C hrist. O f the first infants are capab le , o f the second only adults. 2. That 
is confirm ed by the fact that Paul dem ands exam ination  from  those w ho receive the holy S upper, and infants 
are not capable o f  exam ination; m oreover it does not seem  m ore surprising  that baptized  infants should not 
be adm itted to the Supper than it was surprising  that form erly  c ircum cized  infants did not eat the passover.]: 
J. a M arck, M edulla  C hristianae T heologiae, Edito  Prim a A m ericana. 1824. p. 290: ‘Ad C om m unionem  
hanc adm ittendi sunt. non . infantes baptizati. cum  hi se ipsos p robare . corpus D om ini d iscem ere . e t M ortem  
eius annunciarc n c q u e a n t... ' |B ap tized  infants are not to be adm itted  to this sacram ent since these w ould 
not be able to exam ine them selves, discern the L o rd 's  body , and proclaim  his d e a th ...] .  C f. M astrich t. note 
10 above; K uyper, op. f i t . ,  p. 194; B erkhof, op. c it .,  pp. 656-657 . O ur A m erican P resbyterian  m anuals 
(e .g . those o f the H odges. D abney, and Shedd) do not devote even this neglig ib le atten tion  to the question .
16. Perhaps this consideration  accounts for the fact that M urray is m ore tenacious in his defense o f  infant 
baptism  than in his opposition  to child  com m union. 'A t the outset it should be adm itted  that if paedobaptists 
are inconsistent in this d iscrim ination , then the relinqu ishm ent o f  infant baptism  is not the only w ay o f 
resolv ing  the inconsistency. It could be resolved by going in the o ther d irec tion , nam ely , o f adm itting  
infants to the L o rd 's  supper. And w hen all factors en tering  into this d ispute are taken into account, particu larly  
the princip le  involved in infant baptism , then far less w ould be at stake in adm itting  infants to the L o rd 's  
supper than would be at stake in abandoning infant b ap tism .' O p. c it .. p. 77.
17. C f. Psalm  22:9. Though in this case M urray is speaking o f infant bap tism , the fo llow ing w ords may 
well be even m ore appropriate w ith respect to paedocom m union . 'I t  is objected  that infants cannot understand 
the m eaning o f  that w hich is d ispensed . O f course they cannot. B ut that they derive no benefit from  baptism  
o r that it is not the divine m ethod o f  signifying and sealing b lessings to them  is by no m eans a p roper 
inference. The sam e objection  w ould apply to circum cision  and w ould  im pinge upon the w isdom  and grace 
o f G od w ho instituted it The sam e ob jection , if valid , w ould  apply to C h ris t 's  b lessing  o f  little infants. 
This ob jec tion , in fact, rests upon the iniquitous assum ption  that all b lessing is contingent upon conscious 
understanding o f  its import on ou r part. Are W'e to say . fo r exam ple, that it is o f  no avail to  the infant to 
be born and nurtured in a C hristian  fam ily sim ply because the infant has no conscious understanding  o f  the 
great blessing that belongs to him  in the care, p ro tec tion , devo tion , and nurture o f  C hristian  p a ren ts? ... 
The m eans o f grace are the channels along w hich the saving and sanctify ing  grace o f  G od flow s. T o  be in 
the channel o f grace by G o d 's  appointm ent is o f deepest consequence. It is only w orld lyw ise  calculation  
and not reasoning inspired by the recognition  o f  the m ethods o f  div ine grace that can find force in this type 
o f o b jec tio n . ' O p c it..  pp. 74-75.
18. C f. Robert B ruce. The M ystery o f  the L o rd 's  Supper: Serm ons on the Sacram ent p reached  in the Kirk 
o f  E dinburgh in A . I) . ISS9 . I T : London, 1958, pp. 63-64: 'W hy  then is the Sacram ent appo in ted? Not 
that you may get any new th ing , but that you m ay get the sam e th ing better than you had it in the W o rd ': 
B erkhof, op. c it .,  p. 654: The grace received in the sacram ent does not d iffer in kind from  that w hich 
believers receive through the instrum entality  o f  the W ord T he sacram ent m erely adds to the effectiveness 
o f the W ord, and therefore  to the m easure o f  the grace rece iv ed .'
19. C f. K cidel, op. c it ., pp. 301-304.
20. C f. B eckw ith , op. c it.. p. 148.
2 1. From  fifteenth century  H ussite com m union hym ns. The hussite reform  in B ohem ia included the restoration  
o f the com m union in both k inds, frequent com m union , and com m union  for ch ildren . D. H oleton , 'In fan t 
C o m m u n io n -T h en  and Now . ' G rove L iturg ica l S tudy  No. 27 (1981) pp. 9-15.
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T O  T H E  PC A  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  

B IB L IC A L , H IST O R IC A L , A N D  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  C O N C E P T S  
O F  C H U R C H /S T A T E  R E L A T IO N S

To be subm itted to the Fourteenth M eeting o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  in Philadelphia

O ver the past 3 o r 4 years, the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  has received 
a num ber o f overtures from  various P resbyteries asking  for guidance in dealing  w ith actual o r potential 
difficulties in church/state  re la tionships. T hese concerns range from  w hether the denom ination  should rem ain 
an incorporated body, w hat should be the response o f  churches to F .I .C .A ..  property , and o ther form s o f 
civil taxation , w hat are the rights o f  parents and churches to educate  their ow n children  as they see fit, to 
such m atters as the propriety o f Christian resistance to unjust governm ental polic ies such as the legalization 
o f abortion. These and o ther concerns have caused  the G eneral A ssem bly  to set up  a special subcom m ittee  
on C hurch/S tate re lationships
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Y our com m ittee , m ade up o f both ruling and teaching  e lders - including som e attorneys at law  - has 
been studying these m atters carefully  for nearly a year in o rder to bring  you this report. B efore we can 
o ffer specific guidance on ou r contem porary  d ifficu lties, we m ust first briefly  consider the B iblical and 
historical background , we m ay consider both princip ia lly  and p ractically  our current church /state  problem s 
and possible responses.

I. B iblical and T heological B ackground o f G od , man and governm ent

The B ible begins w ith the greatest reality  o f  all: G od. E veryth ing  that can be said about m an and society , 
life, structure and order ultim ately  flow s from  and depends upon w ho G od is. O ld and New T estam ents 
reveal that G od is an infinite Person; indeed. He is the one , true G od , e ternally  ex isting  in three Persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. T his G od, out o f his sovereign  plan and good p leasure , c reated  the world- 
and all reality- out o f noth ing , and gave it the structures and princip les o f energy and activ ity  that He w ished 
it to have. As the crow ning work o f creation , G od created  m an- m ale and fem ale - in his ow n im age, with 
dom inion over the creatures. M an, though fin ite, is like G od in that he has personality  and is m ade to 
reflect G o d 's  personality  (e .g . His holiness and love) in his individual life and social re la tionships o f  every  
kind.

Only God has sovereign , unlim ited pow er, but He gave m an to share H is pow er in a lim ited and 
structured way as H is im age-bcarcr. F rom  the very beg inn ing , m an has been  involved in a defin ite pow er 
(or au thority) structure. G od has total au thority  overall and hum ankind have lim ited authority  under G od. 
The m ale has a certain  lim ited authority  under G od. T he m ale has a certa in  lim ited authority  over his w ife , 
the parents over the ch ild ren , and hum an beings over the anim als and natural env ironm ent. In o ther w ords. 
G o d 's  au thority  w hich He im parted to m an w as first o f  all m ediated  through the structure o f the fam ily. 
The fam ily w as in a sense the first schoo l, the first chu rch , the first farm  and fac to ry , and the first state. 
M an was responsib le to live his life and thus to exercise  pow er through these structures in a w ay that was
in accordance w ith the character o f G od in w hose im age he w as created .

The tragic com ing o f  sin into the w orld negatively and drastically  affected  individual and corporate  man 
in all o f  his re la tionships, but it did not rem ove the essential structures by w hich m an w as to live his life 
and exercise  the pow er that w as necessary to do  so. W e m ay sum m arize  the outw ard  effects o f these 
s in-altered relationships by saying that parents w ere g iven  the rod and the state w as given the sw ord to 
m aintain order and m ake the living o f  life possible in a fallen w orld. T he final effects o f  sin issue not 
m erely in the rod and the sw ord , but in the unspeakable  horro r o f death  and hell.

But Scripture reveals that G od not m erely lim its the effects o f sin during  this earth ly  life via  the rod
and sw ord and finally punishes it in outer darkness, but m ore im portan tly , out o f  H is sheer grace and love 
He has provided a w ay - in accordance w ith an eternal plan - for m ultitudes o f  sinful hum anity  to be 
redeem ed. And so from  the tim e o f  our first fa ther A d am 's  fall, G od has m ade g racious prom ises o f  salvation  
to m an and has called hum anity into a new  relationship  w ith H im self that we traditionally  call the C ovenant 
o f  G race.

Just as G od provided a structure through w hich w hat we m ight call 'c iv il ' aspects o f  hum an relationships 
m ight be carried  on in term s o f orderly  and lim ited pow er, even so He provided a structure through w hich 
the g rac ious, redem ptive aspects o f d iv inc/hum an , and hum an/hum an re la tionships could  flow . This structure 
or sphere o f pow er and authority  is the church o r people o f G od in both  its O ld and New T estam ent aspects. 
Put in another w ay, the Bible teaches that both state and church are ordained  by G od with leg itim ate  and 
lim ited authority  for the structuring  o f m an 's  life.

Now  the concern  o f our com m ittee has not been so m uch with the redem ptive structure and m inistry  o f 
the church as it is with the relationship  o f the church to an institu tion  o f equally  div ine ord ination: that 
state. O n the basis o f  the preceding theological context o f  church and state in light o f w ho G od  is and w hat 
His plan is, we m ay draw  som e prelim inary  conclusions about how  the structures o f church and state are 
intended to function.

First we note that only G od is sovereign  and only G od has absolu te  and unlim ited  pow er. M an, in the 
im age o f G od , does have pow er and au thority , but since m an is finite and lim ited , his au thority  and pow er, 
w hether he exercises it individually  or through the structures o f the chu rch , state, fam ily , o r school is finite 
and lim ited in term s o f  w ho G od is and w hat G o d 's  plan for m an is. T hus the exercise  o f  all hum an pow er 
o f  every sort (w hether indiv idual, fam ily , school, church , or state) is defined  and lim ited by v irtue o f  the 
agents (w ho m an is and who G od is) and by virtue o f  the re la tionsh ip  betw een them  (w hich  we m ay term  
co v en an t’ o r d iv inely-institu ted  re lationship; w hether the creation  re la tionship  with all m en, som etim es 

called  'C ovenan t o f  W orks ' or the redem ptive re la tionsh ip  w ith the e lect, usually  called 'C ovenan t o f  G race ’).
T o  carry this m atter further, we m ust look at the inherent lim itations o f leg itim ate state pow er and the 

ram ifications o f this for its relationship  to the church  O n the one hand . Scripture teaches the necessity  for 
all m en in general and for C hristians in particu lar to be in subjection  to the authority  o f the civil governm ent 
or state. C hrist says: "Render unto C aesar the th ings that are C ae sa r 's , and to G od the th ings that are G o d 's "
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(M alt. 22:21). W hatever else this may en ta il, it certain ly  m eans that the legitim ate authority  o f the state 
(or C aesar) is not absolute; it is lim ited  in respect to w hat is ow ed to  G od. R om ans 13, w hich speaks o f 
civil rulers as ordained  m inisters o f G od  to w hom  every  soul is to he subject, a lso  specifies the goals for 
w hich these m inisters are granted pow er: to be a te rro r to  ev il, to give praise to good w orks, and to revenge 
wrath upon those w ho do evil. T hus the state w hich is carry ing  out these goals is acting in term s o f  leg itim ate, 
d ivinely given authority , and is to be unreservedly  subm itted  to for co n sc ien ce 's  sake. H. C . G . M oule 
sum m arizes both sides o f the equation:

.. O ne side o f the angle is the indefeasib le du ty , for the C hristian  c itizen , o r reverance for law , o f 
rem em brance o f the relig ious aspect o f even secu lar governm ent. The o ther side is the m em ento  to 
the ru ler, to  the au thority , that G od throw s H is shield over the c la im s o f  the state only because 
authority  w as institu ted  not for selfish but fo r social e n d s .1

Yet both B iblical and secu lar history  teach that there are m any tim es in w hich civil au thorities no longer 
act in term s o f the div inely  given goals o f  state pow er and indeed pervert the very ends o f  governm ent by 
com m anding m en to do  w hat G od forbids. W hat then is the B iblical teaching  on the appropria te  response 
o f  the believer w hen the civil governm ent seriously  overlaps its lim its?

The C alvin ist trad ition  sees civil governm ents as w ell as individual c itizens under covenan t obligations 
to G od. The pow ers o f  civil au thorities and governm ental structures are therefore  specifically  lim ited by 
G o d 's  transcenden t, covenant requ irem ents upon all hum an governing authorities. If and w hen those civil 
au thorities flagrantly  transgress their div inely  ordained  lim itations, then the people o f G od  are honor-bound 
to resist them .

T he fam ous 17th century Scottish  C alv in ist scho lar and statesm an. Sam uel R utherford , exp la ins it this 
way:

That pow er w hich is obliged to com m and and rule ju s tly  and re lig iously  for the good o f  the subjects, 
and is only set over the people on these cond itions, and not abso lu tely , cannot tie the people  to 
subjection w ithout resistance, w hen the pow er is abused to the destruction  o f law s, re lig ion , and 
the subjects. But all pow er o f  the law  is thus obliged  (R om . 13:4; D eut. 17:18-20; 2 C hron . 19:6;
Ps. 132 :11, 12; 89 :30 , 31; 2 Sm l. 7:12; Jer. 17:24. 25), and hath , and m ay be abused  by kings to 
the destruction  o f law s, re lig ion , and subjects. T he proposition  is clear: I. For the pow ers that tie 
us to  subjection  only  are o f  G od. 2. B ecause to resist them , is to resist the ord inance o f  G od. 3. 
B ecause they are not a terror to good w orks, but to  ev il. 4. B ecause they are not G od  s m inisters 
for ou r good, but abused  pow ers are n o t o f  G od , but o f  m en, o r not o rd inances o f  G od; they are a 
terro r to good w orks, not to evil; they are n o t G o d 's  m inisters for ou r g o o d /

In o ther w ords, R utherford  does not interpret the expression  "h igher pow ers" (o f R om . 13:1) in absolutist 
term s. If  a civil m agistrate consistently  abuses h is position  contrary  to the lim itations placed on him  by the 
transcendent law o f  the C reato r, then C hristians have the right and duty  to  unseat him  o r indeed, an entire 
civil o rder (under ex trem e conditions). T hat is, a king o r governm ent by flagrantly  v io lating the basic m oral 
law can turn them selves from  a “h igher pow er” into a “ low er p ow er."

. ..n o  subjection is due by that text ( i.e . R om . 13 :1), o r any w ord o f G od , to the abused and tyrannical 
pow er o f  the king, w hich I evince from  the tex t, and from  other Scrip tures.

I . B ecause the text saith . "L et every  soul be subject to  the h igher p o w ers."  But no pow ers com m anding
th ings unlaw ful, and k illing the innocent people  o f G od , can b e --------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------- (h igher pow ers), but in that, low er pow ers. He that com m andeth
not w hat G od com m andeth , and punisheth and killeth  w here G od , if personally  and im m ediately  
p resent, w ould neither com m and no r pun ish , is not in these  acts to be subjected  unto , and obeyed 
as a superior pow er, though in habit he m ay rem ain a superio r pow er..

.. but w hen they com m and  th ings unlaw ful, and kill the innocent, they d o  it not by virtue o f  any 
o ffice , and so in that they are not h igher pow ers, but low er and w eak o n e s ...

But he w ho resisteth  the m an, w ho is the k ing , com m anding  that w hich is against G od, and k illing 
the innocent, resisteth  no ord inance o f G od , but an ord inance o f  sin and Satan; fo r a m an com m anding 
unjustly  and ruling ty rann ically , hath in that, no pow er from  G o d ...

. ..w e  are to be subject to his pow er and royal au thority , in abstrac to , is so far as, according  to his 
office , he is not a terro r to good w orks, but to e v i l . ’
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U nderlying the resistance theory  o f  R utherford and his S cottish , E nglish , and A m erican  successors are 
at least tw o im portant assum ptions about the nature o f governm ent itse lf and about the balance betw een 
sovereignty and responsib ility . F irst, because all m en are created  in the im age o f  G od , the pow ers o f  hum an 
governm ent are never absolute: rather, they are lim ited by the nature o f G od , m an, and the various covenants 
betw een them , covenant relationships w hich are rooted in the very structure o f  m an and nature:

But the general covenant o f  nature is p resupposed in m aking a k ing , w here there is no vocal or 
w ritten co venan t...

W hen the people appointed any to be their k ing , the voice o f  nature exponeth  their deed , though 
there be no vocal o r w ritten covenant; for that fact - o f m aking a king  - is a m oral law ful act 
w arranted by the w ord o f  G od (D eut. 17:15, 16; R om . 13 :1, 2) and the law o f  nature; and therefore , 
they having m ade such a m an their k ing , they have given  him  pow er to be their father, feeder, 
healer, and pro tector; and so m ust only have m ade him  king cond itiona lly , so he be a fa ther, a 
feeder, and tutor. N ow , if this deed  o f  m aking a k ing m ust be exponed to be an investing w ith an 
abso lu te, and not a conditional pow er, this fact shall be con trary  to Scrip tu re , and to the law o f 
nature; for if they have given him  royal pow er abso lu tely , and w ithout any cond ition , they m ust 
have given to him  pow er to  be a father, pro tecto r, tu tor, and to be a ty ran t, a m urderer, a bloody 
lion, to w aste and destroy  the people o f G o d .4

The very nature o f  man as creature in the im age o f  A lm ighty  G od , in the traditional R eform ed view , 
m eans that a people never have even the right to give aw ay the ir liberty to any governm ental order:

A people free m ay not, and ought not, totally  surrender their liberty  to a p rince, confid ing  on his 
goodness. ( I )  B ecause liberty  is a condition  o f nature that all m en are bom  w ith , and they are not 
to give it aw ay - no, not to a k ing , except in part and for the better, that they m ay have peace and 
ju stice  for it, w hich is better for them  hie e t n u n c *

R utherford goes on to explain  why it would be im m oral for a people  to sell them selves out to an abso lu tist 
governm ental order:

It is false that the people doth , o r can by the law o f nature , resign their w hole liberty in the hand 
o f a king. 1. T hey cannot resign to o thers that w hich they have not in them selves. N em o po test dare  
quod  non habef, but the people hath not an absolu te  pow er in them selves to destroy  them selves, or 
to exercise  those tyrannous acts spoken o f, I C am . 8 :11-15, & c . ; for ne ither G od nor n a tu re 's  law 
hath given any such p o w er...

. ..fo r  the fountain-pow er (o f governm ent) rem aineth  m ost em inen tly  in the people. I Because they 
give it to the k ing , a d  m odum  recip ientis, and w ith lim itations; therefore  it is unlim ited  in the people, 
and bounded and lim ited in the k ing , and so less in the king than in the p eo p le ...

... th e  fountain-pow er, w hich the people cannot give aw ay , no m ore than they can give aw ay their 
rational nature; for it is a pow er natural to  conserve them selves, essentia lly  adhering  to every  created  
b e in g ...

All that you can im agine to be in a k ing , is all relative to the safety  and good o f  the people (R om . 
13:4) "H e is a m inister for thy good " He should no t, as k ing , m ake h im self, o r his ow n gain and 
honour, his e n d .'’

In answ er to the argum ent that in the providence o f  G od , the people o f  a land have been p laced under 
a certain  governm ent, and therefo re , are m orally  obliged to accept it, even  if it is tyrannical, R utherford  states:

This is a begging o f  the question; for it is denied that the people can absolu tely  m ake aw ay their 
w hole pow er to the king. It dependeth  on the people that they be not destroyed. T hey give to  the 
king a politic  pow er for their ow n safety , and they keep a natural pow er to them selves w hich they 
m ust conserve, but cannot give aw ay; and they do  not break their covenan t w hen they put in action 
that natural pow er to conserve them selves; for though the people should give aw ay that pow er, and 
sw ear though the king should kill them  all, they should not resist, nor defend the ir ow n lives, yet 
that being against the sixth com m andm ent, w hich enjo ineth  natural self-p reservation , it should  not 
oblige the consc ience, for it should be in trinsically  sinful; for it is all one to sw ear to non-self-p re
servation as to sw ear to se lf-m urder.7
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This sort o f  argum entation  (in a less exp lic itly  theo log ical form ) w as taken up and  developed  by John 
L ocke, and served as an inspiration and apology for both the 1688 G lorious R evolution  in E ngland (under 
the claim  that Jam es II had broken the covenant w hich allow ed  the people  to  change governm ents), and 
the 1776 A m erican R evolution (under the claim  that K ing G eorge III had broken h is  covenan t w ith the 
colonies w hich allow ed them  to set up a new  form  o f  g overnm ent). C losely  re la ted  to  this im plied  “na tu ra l” 
covenant idea, is another theological assum ption  w hich has s trengthened the hearts and  hands o f  C alvin ists 
in overturn ing  hostile  governm ents: the sovereignty  o f  G od  and the responsib ility  o f  m an are a lw ays to  be 
held together and to be acted  upon in the great issues o f  life and governm ent.

From  this v iew poin t, the claim  traditionally  advanced by m any sincere Christians that the sovereignty  
o f G od has set up even the m ost w icked governm ents, and therefore  the appropria te  response o f  the persecuted  
believer is passively  to su ffer (since it is a fter a ll, w illed  by the G od  w ho “ordains h igher p ow ers” ) constitu tes 
a failure to adhere to the B iblical balance betw een d iv ine sovereignty  and hum an responsib ility . R utherford  
specifically  disputes the claim  that the sovereignty  o f G od precludes believers from  any action against an 
unjust governm ent o ther than "tears  and prayers":

W hen he hath proved  that G od is the im m ediate au thor o f  sovereign ty , w hat the? Shall it follow  
that the sovereign in concreto  m ay not be resisted , and that he is above all law , and there  there  is 
no arm our against his vio lence but prayers and tears?  B ecause G od  is the im m ediate au thor o f  the 
(church) pasto r and o f the ap ostle ’s o ffice , does it therefo re  follow  that it is unlaw ful to resist a 
pasto r though he tum  robber?8

Som e three cen tu ries  a fter R utherford , the Southern  P resbyterian  theo log ian , R obert L . D abney , points 
to  the im portant balance w hich is needed betw een G o d ’s ordain ing  sovereignty  and  m a n 's  in telligent 
responsib ility  in these d ifficu lt governm ental m atters:

The argum ent for passive obed ience, from  R om ans 13, is at first v iew , p lausib le, but will not bear 
inquiry. N ote that the thing w hich is there declared  to be o f  d iv ine au thority , is not a particu lar form 
o f governm ent, but subm ission  to the governm ent, w hatever it is .. .  The end  o f  governm ent is not 
the gratification  o f  the ru lers, but the good o f the ruled. W hen a form  o f g overnm ent en tire ly  ceases, 
as a w hole , to subserve its p roper end , is it still to subsist forever? T his is preposterous. W ho then 
is to change it? T he subm issionists say . P rovidence a lone. But Prov idence w orks by m eans. Shall 
those m eans be external force o r internal force? T hese are the on ly  a lternatives; for o f course  corrupt 
abuses w ill not correct them selves, w hen their w hole interest is to be pe rp e tu a ted ...w e  have seen 
that the sovereignty  is in the people ra ther than the rulers; and that the pow er the ru lers ho ld  is 
delegated . M ay the people  never resum e their ow n, w hen it is w holly  abused to  their injury? There 
m ay be obviously  a point w here "resistance to  tyrants is obedience to G o d ."  T he m eaning o f  the 
A postle is, that this resistance m ust be the act, not o f  the indiv idual, but o f  the people. The 
insubordination w hich he condem ns is that w hich arrays against a  governm ent, bad  like that o f the 
C aesars perhaps, the w orse anarchy o f  the individual w ill. But the body o f  the c itizens is the 
com m onw ealth  and w hen the com m onw ealth  arises and supersedes the abused  authority  o f  her public 
servants, the alleg iance o f  the individual is due to her, ju s t as before to  her servan ts .9

W e m ay sum m arize therefore  the B iblical balance betw een leg itim ate subm ission  to  state pow er and 
the necessary  m aintenance o f individual liberty under G od by rem em bering  that the pow er o f  the state to 
w hich believers are required  to subm it is not abso lu te, but is lim ited  in term s o f  d iv inely  im posed covenant 
and in term s o f m an 's  inherent obligation  to use intelligent m eans to reach p roper ends. T hese B iblical 
lim itations then to state au thority  have given m an an inalienable dignity  and liberty w hich has asserted  itse lf 
again and again in the overthrow  o f  tyrants and the support o f  true rulers.

W e m ust now  in the second place look at the im pact o f the b iblical heritage on ou r ow n W estern  
historical background in o rder to see who we are , how  we got here, and thus how  we are to in terpret w hat 
is happening in our present society.

II H istorical B ackground o f  our C ontem porary  C hurch/S tate  C ontext

W hile ou r com m ittee w ishes to speak in term s o f  general princip les w hich will apply  to all coun tries, 
particularly  to those nations w here the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  has m issionaries, we m ust at the 
sam e tim e devote som e atten tion  to the current situation  in the U nited S tates since so m any o f  ou r Presbytery 
overtures deal w ith the problem s that are occurring  here.

It would be inappropriate and im possible in this report to give even  a superficial outline  o f  w hat has 
happehed in the realm  o f  church/state  re la tions betw een the close o f the N ew  T estam ent period  and our 
ow n day. N evertheless, we m ust a ttem pt to hit a few  highspots - w ith  an apology fo r the selective  nature 
o f  the exercise.
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A ny responsib le  discussion  o f  church/state  re la tions in this country  m ust start w ith the fact that A m ericans 
a re , cu ltu rally  at least, transplanted  Europeans: indeed, N orthw estern  E uropeans (fo r the m ost part) who 
com e from  a centuries old C hristian ized  cultural background. T he fact that w e com e from  a m ore than 
m illenial old C hristian  cultural context ra ther than from  an Islam ic, B uddhist, o r French R evolution  secularist 
background is o f  u tm ost im portance in properly  interpreting  w ho  we are and how  ou r c ivil and ecclesiastical 
structures function.

A fter over tw o cen turies  o f  persecution  o f  C hristian ity  by the R om an S tate , the E m peror C onstantine  
w as converted  to the faith and began the process o f  m aking C hristian ity  the official relig ion  o f  the Rom an 
Em pire. As this process con tinued , there  w as a m ovem ent to C hristianize  the g reat Law  C oeds o f the Rom an 
(and B yzantine) trad itions, as seen in such B iblically  influenced cod ifications o f  c iv il leg islation  as the 
Theodosian  and Justin ian  C odes, w hich gave pro tection  to the fam ily , regularized  inheritance and usury , 
outlaw ed perversion , etc . A fter the Fall o f R om e and the rise o f  E uropean feudal states and then m onarch ies, 
the influence o f  the B ible with its view  o f  lim ited hum an governm ental pow er w as very  strong by w ay o f 
church canon law as it in terfaced with local and national custom ary  law.

A s central state cla im ed m ore pow er and control over the populace under various m onarchs. the C hristian 
people o f W estern  Europe from  tim e to tim e reasserted  the ir h istoric  B iblically  based  liberties through such 
m ovem ents and instrum ents as the Spanish  and English M agna C hartae. A bsolu tist m onarchs and a w ould-be 
all pow erful papacy w ere continually  stym ied  by the C om m on Law legacy o f  B ib lically -based . C ovenant 
insured freedom  o f  the people (w ithin certa in  lim its). The R eform ation and Puritan periods have long been 
studied  in these very term s - o f  the reassertion  o f B iblical liberty o f thought and life over illeg itim ate , 
absolu tist centra lized  authority .

The initial settlem ent o f  the U nited S tates cam e o f  course  during  the Puritan Period in the early  I7 0 0 's ,  
as a consequence o f  the English  M iddle C la ss ’s struggle for B iblical, C om m on Law liberty  against a 
church/state establishm ent w hich had arrogated  to itse lf pow ers far beyond legitim ate  covenan t bounds.

M ost o f the A m erican  co lon ies had official charters w hich specified the ir B ib lically  based  liberties (at 
least, in general), and by the tim e o f  the A m erican R evolution in 1776, nine o f  the th irteen  o rig inal states 
had estab lished , state churches. By this tim e how ever A m erican life w as m arked by a variety  o f  d ifferent 
denom inations and sects so that the desire  w as w idespread  to d isestab lish  the A nglican  and C ongregational 
C hurches in favor o f “a free church  in a free sta te ."  T here  w as very little desire  though to  separate the state 
(i.e . the new  national governm ent) from  C hristian ity  itself; but ra ther from  particu lar denom inational h ie rar
chies.

T his is the background to the First A m endm ent to the U .S . C onstitu tion  w hich guarantees that "C ongress 
shall m ake no law respecting  an estab lishm ent o f  relig ion  o r p rohib iting  the free exercise  thereof. . ." R obert 
L. C ord , an acknow ledged expert on the h isto ry  o f  the First A m endm ent, concludes that it w as intended 
to accom plish  three purposes:

F irst, it w as intended to prevent the estab lishm ent o f  a national church  o r re lig ion , o r the giv ing  o f 
any relig ious sect o r denom ination  a p referred  status. S econd, it w as designed  to  safeguard  the right 
o f  freedom  o f  conscience in relig ious beliefs against invasion by the national G overnm ent. T h ird , 
it w as so constructed  in order to allow  the S tates, un im peded , to deal w ith re lig ious estab lishm ents 
and to a id  to relig ious institu tions as they saw fit. T here  appears to be no  historical ev idence that 
the First A m endm ent w as intended to preclude Federal governm ental aid to  re lig ion  w hen it was 
provided on a nondiscrim inatory  basis. N or does there  appear to be any h istorical ev idence that the 
First A m endm ent w as intended to provide an absolute separation o r independence o f  relig ion  and 
the national state. The actions o f  the early  C ongresses and P residen ts, in fact, suggest quite  the 
o p p o s ite .10

U ntil the late 19th and early  20th cen tu ries, the A m erican  courts largely p roceeded on the assum ption  
that w hile A m erica had no established  o r favored  denom ination , still the basics o f  C hristian  m orality  w ere 
part and parcel o f  the C om m on L a w ."  B ased on  a study o f jud icia l cases all through the 19th cen tury , 
W illiam  G eorge T orpey has noted:

U nder this theory , the stated adopted a com m on law  recognition  o f  C hristian ity , re jecting  those 
portions o f  the English  law on the subject w hich w ere not suited to their institu tions. H ence, freedom  
for the exercise  o f C hristian  beliefs has antedated  freedom  for the exercise  o f  any be lie f and freedom  
for lack o f  b e lie f .12

By the period  o f the W ar B etw een the S tates, pow erful seculariz ing  trends w ere abroad in A m erica 
w hich w ould by and by deeply affect the re la tionship  betw een the civil and ecclesiastical structu res o f  the 
nation. Som e aspects  o f our contem porary  church /state  p roblem s w ould la ter arise as a by-product o f  the 
Fourteenth  A m endm ent to the U .S . C onstitu tion , w hich applied  various aspects  o f  the Bill o f  R ights
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(originally  intended for the Federal G overnm ent) to the actual State governm ents. For instance , the alleged 
"tension" betw een tw o clauses o f  the First A m endm ent ( (a) C ongress shall m ake no law  respecting  an 
establishm ent o f  religion and (b) or p rohibiting  the free exercise  thereof) is traced , in part, by Justice  W illiam  
R ehnquist to this very source: " . ..S e c o n d , the decision  by this court that the First A m endm ent w as ‘inco r
po rated ' into the Fourteenth A m endm ent and thereby m ade applicable  against the S ta te s ... sim ilarly  m ultip lied  
the num ber o f  instances in w hich this 'ten s io n ' m ight a r is e . . .’’1'1

M ore significant than this how ever w as the general post-C ivil W ar tendency  for the turn ing o f  the U nited 
States from  a (relatively) C hristian-based  constitu tional R epublic  in to  a (relatively) secu larized  central 
D em ocracy. T he Fourteenth A m endm ent is merely a part o f this la tter m ovem ent in A m erican  h istory . 
W hile we cannot exam ine the deta ils  o f  this seculariz ing  tendency , we m ust g lance at a few  o f  its m ost 
im portant judicia l results insofar as these im pact cu rren t church /state  relations.

If R obert L, C ord is co rrect, then 1947 is a pivotal year in reaping the results o f  a chang ing  and m ore 
hostile re la tionship  o f  state to church in A m erica:

E verson  v. H oard o f  E ducation  is the single m ost im portant A m erican  constitu tional law  case  in the 
realm  o f  the Establishm ent o f  R eligion C lause . T here , fo r the first tim e - over a century  and a ha lf 
a fter the C lause w as added to the C onstitu tion  - the U .S . Suprem e C ourt set forth  a com prehensive 
in terpretation o f  the m inim a l p rohib itions that the C ourt said w ere required  by the phrase, “C ongress 
shall m ake no law respecting  an establishm ent o f  re lig io n ...” 14

In this case , the C ourt dealt w ith the controversial question  o f  the right o f  New Jersey  au thorities to
send C atholic ch ildren to parochial school on public school buses (o r to re im burse  their paren ts for the
equ ivalen t expense). W hile this right was in fact upheld  by the C ourt, C ord suggests that the way the 
decision  was w ritten w as out o f  line w ith the trad itionally  friendly  re la tionship  betw een the A m erican 
Republic and its various churches:

There is no historical ev idence to suggest, how ever, that the E stab lishm ent C lause in any way 
constitu tionally  precludes non-d iscrim ina tory  governm ental aid to  re lig ion . In fact, the converse  is 
confirm ed h istorically .

How can the hundreds o f  thousands o f federal dollars g iven  to m issionaries o f  m any C hristian  faiths 
to support their m ission schools in christian izing  the Indians - a practice that w as con tinuous since
the First A m endm ent w as added to the C onstitu tion  and curta iled  as late as the end o f  the n ineteenth
century - be reconciled  w ith Justice  B lack’s p ronouncem ent?  Did all o f  ou r early  P residents and 
C ongresses violate the E stablishm ent C lause and the First A m endm ent fo r over a century? O r could 
it be that Justice Black is w rong?

How  can the c lear and direct financial aid to m issionaries and the U .S . treaties  to build  churches 
be reconciled w ith the E verson  decision? T he clearest answ er is that m uch , if  not m ost, o f  B la ck ’s 
E verson  in terpretation o f  the E stablishm ent C lause and the reality  o f A m erican  governm ental invo lve
m ent in relig ious p ractices from  the earliest days o f  the Federal R epublic are m utually  e x c lu s iv e .15

W ithout going into the details o f the jud ic ia l decisions that have fo llow ed  the nearly  four decades after 
Everson, we m ay sim ply note that an orig inally  friendly (though cau tious, non-d iscrim ina to ry , non-sectarian) 
re la tionship  to  C hristianity  on  the part o f the State has increasingly  turned  in to  w hat is at tim es a strongly 
confron tational, if not openly hostile  re la tionsh ip , that appears to be m arked by a g row ing tendency o f  the 
secularized state to a ttem pt to contro l m any aspects o f the form erly  free life o f  the church .

The E verson  case w ould seem  to be m erely one illustration  o f a radically  d ifferen t princip le o f in te rp re
tation o f  the U .S . C onstitu tion  on the part o f  the Suprem e C ourt. C ontem porary  legal scholars such as 
Professors H erbert W . T itu s 16 and John  B rabner-S m ith17 have a rgued that m uch o f  the increasing  restriction  
on church and relig ious freedom  since the tim e o f  E verson  by the A m erican  jud ic ia ry  is the end result o f 
an evolutionary  view  o f  law and language according to w hich “constitu tional language is flu id  and m alleab le” 
rather than o f  absolute and fixed m ean ing , so that the C ourt can shift its in terpreta tions o f  the First A m endm ent 
to fit the perceived  con tem porary  political consensus o f  the national m ajority . T his leads us to ou r third 
m ajor section:

III C urrent C hurch /S ta te  Problem s and Possible C hristian  R esponses

In a recent doctoral d isserta tion  w ritten for the U niversity  o f O regon on these p rob lem s, S teven Sam son 
takes us a step beyond the m erely negative procedure  o f  Everson  to an even m ore serious developm ent in 
the attitude o f  som e departm ents o f  the civil governm ent tow ards the freedom  o f  the church:
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The role of the judiciary as an arbiter between the social regulatory policies of the state and the free 
exercise of church doctrine is not a new one. What is new is the growth of affirmative as well as 
prohibitive rules directly affecting churches . To their credit, many courts have resisted this trend 
and have frequently dismissed suit brought against churches by public agencies simply for what 
William Ball has called "hasty overbreadth in regulating." But demands for church, files, special 
permits, and employment statistics frequently lead to a hardening of battle lines. Typically , confron
tations may be the result of mistakes, ignorance, suspicion, or alarm on either side . But many 
disagreements appear to arise from the sometimes different logic by which church and state pursue 
their professed goals . . . 18 

This is the type of thing that has cause so many overtures to be sent up to the General Assembly of our 
Church in recent years . The Conference on Government Intervention in Religious Affairs, held in 1982 in 
Washington , D.C ., listed a number of contemporary areas where the secular state seems to be trespassing 
on traditional "free exercise" rights of the church: 

I. Efforts by state and local governments to regulate fund-raising by religious bodies. 
2. Efforts to require religious bodies to register with and report to government officials if they 

engage in efforts to influence legislation (so-called 'lobbying disclosure'laws) . 
3. Efforts by the National Labor Relations Board to supervise elections for labor representation 

by lay teachers in Roman Catholic parochial schools (which have been halted by the U.S. 
Supreme Court). 

4. Internal Revenue Service's definition of "integrated auxiliaries" of churches that tends to 
separate church-related colleges and hospitals from the churches that sponsor them and to link 
them instead to their 'secular counterparts. · 

5 . Attempts by state departments of education to regulate the curriculum content and teachers · 
qualifications in Christian schools (which have been halted by state courts in Ohio , Vermont. 
and Kentucky, but upheld in Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Maine). 

6. Attempts by federal and state departments of labor to collect unemployment compensation 
taxes from church-related agencies that hitherto were exempt, as churches are. 

7 . Imposing by the (then) Department of Health, Education and Welfare of requirements of 
coeducational sports, hygiene instruction, dormitory and off-campus residence policies on 
church-related colleges (such as Brigham Young University) which have religious objections 
to mingling of the sexes in such ways 

8 . Efforts by several federal agencies (Civil Rights Commission, Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commission, Department of Health and Human Service, Department of Education) to require 
church-related agencies and institutions, including theological seminaries, to report their employ
ment and admissions statistics by race, sex, and religion, even though they receive no government 
funds, with threats to cut off grants or loans to students unless they hire faculty, for instance. 
from other religious adherences. 

9. Sampling surveys by the Bureau of the Census of churches and church agencies , requiring 
them to submit voluminous reports under penalty of law , even though the Bureau admitted to 
a church attorney that it had no authority to do so, but refused to advise churches that they 
were not required to comply . 

IO. Grand jury interrogation of church workers about internal affairs of churches . 
11 . Use by intelligence agencies of clergy and missionaries as informants. 
12 . Subpoenas of ecclesiastical records by plaintiffs and defendants in civil and criminal suits. 
13. Placing a church in receivership because of allegations of mismanagement of church funds 

made by dissident members. 
14 . Granting by courts conservatorship orders allowing parents to obtain physical custody of (adult) 

offspring out of unpopular religious movements for purposes of forcing them to abandon their 
adherence thereto. 

15. Withdrawal of IRS of tax exemption from various religious groups for failure to comply with 
·public policy. · 

16. Determination by IRS of what is 'religious ministry ' by clergy to qualify for exclusion of cash 
housing allowance from taxable income (often in contradiction to the religious body's own 
definition of 'ministry'). 

17. Redefinition by the civil courts of ecclesiastical polity. so that hierarchical bodies are often in 
effect rendered congregational with respect to their ability to control local church property. 
and dispersed 'connectional' bodies are deemed to be hierarchical with respect to theirostensiblc 
liability for torts committed by local entities. contrary to theirown self-definition in both cases. '" 
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A llan C. C arlson  sees the nub o f  the problem  as follows:

R eligious organizations are seeing  their activ ities and autonom y com prom ised  indirectly  by go v 
ernm ental defin itions that confine unrestricted  ’church  ac tiv ity ' to an ever sm aller c irc le .. .  Jo in ing  
m ost o ther private institu tions, the churches are facing  for the first tim e the d iscom fiting  adjustm ents 
dem anded by a bureaucratic  state pursing  a set o f  abstract policy  goals. Social regulation  has spread 
far beyond its once lim ited dom ain . T he g overnm en t’s com m itm ent to an ’affirm ative ' v ision o f 
individual and g roup equality  and to augm ented  co llective  security , together w ith state protection 
o f  a new  set or ’rig h ts’ unknow n several decades ago , is altering  the relig ious com m unity . 20

Professor o f Law . Carl E sbeck , addresses the question  o f  why there is this a ttem pt on the part o f  the 
state to  restrict the activities and rights o f  the church basically  to  w orsh ip  and sacram ents:

...so m e  secularists view relig ion  as a reactionary  force re tard ing the m oral evolu tion  that they deem  
d esirab le ...

At its root, secularists view a church as nothing m ore than a co llection  o f  indiv iduals having  no 
greater rights than the aggregate liberties o f its individual m em bers ...

The issue w hich d iv ides, then , is that secularists do  not give assent to the div ine origin and nature 
o f  the church. As the secu laris ts ' th inking  has w orked its way into the polic ies o f the state - and it 
undeniably has to a m arked degree - the state through its o ffices and law s has com e to  regard 
churches socio logically  ra ther than sp iritually . T hus, today w hen churches venture out beyond the 
hallow ed build ing  under the steeple , they are dealt the sam e governm ental treatm ent as the ir so-called 
’’secular co u n te rp a rts ." Any request for exem ption  from  general legislation is greeted w ith incredulity  
as if the church is proposing an unth inkable and novel priv ilege. O n occasion , exem ption  from  
regulation is rejected on the basis that it w ould constitu te  an estab lishm ent o f  relig ion  con trary  to 
the first am endm ent. T hus, separation  o f church  and state, w hich began in part to  protect the church , 
ironically  is turned on its head and becom es a tool for confin ing  the ch u rc h .-1

In a w ord , the u ltim ate cause o f our current church/state  p roblem s lies in a deep  shifting  o f  m oral and 
theological values in A m erica that has been occurring  for m ore than a cen tury , and that has p icked up great 
im petus since the 1960’s. S teven Sam son has stated it in these words:

A m ericans today are forgetting their cultural trad itions and losing the ir moral consensus. T he problem  
is both relig ious and po litical, not sim ply one o r the o th e r...

The A m erican constitu tional system  is founded on the R eform ation  ideal o f  individual se lf-govern 
m ent. It is expressed  in the cherished  rights o f  free speech, relig ious liberty , and private property.
But the cen ter o f  A m erican life has been shifting  so dram atically  that m any o f the old  custom s o f  
local self-governm ent, like the tow n m eeting , are becom ing cultural artifacts  fit only for d isp lay ...
Any standard o f  value o ther than an u ltim ately hedonistic  utilitarian ism  is apt to be re jected  as an 
into lerable im position .”

In accordance with the Scriptural princip les that ’’judgm ent begins in the house o f  G od" and "W oe to 
them  that dw ell at ease in Z io n ."  we will not be far w rong to assum e that secularist hostility  to the church 
on the part o f  various departm ents o f state could  not have gained the pow er it has. if the church  had not 
lost much o f  its faith in G od and H is W ord as well as losing m uch o f its cultural v itality  during  the last 
century  and a half. T he aphorism  o f Jam es H itchcock is not com fo rting , that "in practice an orthodoxy 
w hich loses its authority  has trouble even re ta in ing  the right o f to le ra tio n ."21

M any o f  us believe that there has been a turn ing aw ay from  secularism  and back to v ita l, evangelical 
C hristianity  w ithin the U nited States since the early  1970 's on the part o f m ultitudes o f indiv iduals and 
many denom inational groups, o f  w hich the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica is a part W hile this evangelical 
trend m ay hearten us as be lievers, it is profoundly  d isturb ing to  dedicated  secularists (in and out o f  civil 
governm ent) w ho see it as a halting  o f  a positive evolu tionary  trend tow ards dem ocratic  secularism . T hus, 
we m ay realistically  be p repared  for even m ore confron ta tions betw een church and state during  the final 
years o f  this century.

The far-seeing  British h istorian . C hristopher D aw son , w rote in 1940 w ords that seem  prophetic : "T he 
m odern state is daily extend ing  its control over a w ider area  o f social life and is tak ing  over functions that 
were form erly regarded as the province o f  independent social units, such as the fam ily and the chu rch , or 
as a sphere for the voluntary activ ities o f private in d iv id u a ls ."24
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Before we o ffer the specific responses o f the com m ittee  to the four m ajor p roblem s that have been 
brought before us, let us say a b rie f w ord concern ing  how  ou r local congregations and presbyteries m ight 
inform  and educate  their people on these issues in the future. F irst, w e trust that sessions m ight m ake a 
study o f  this com m ittee report w ith the hopes that it m ight in som e way clarify  their understand ing  o f  the 
nature o f the contem porary  church/state  conflic t so they m ay be better ab le  to guide their people in these 
areas in days ahead. Secondly , we earnestly  encourage a great deal o f  specific p rayer by churches and 
individuals on such m atters as p roper w ays to  p ro test abortion , appropria te  changes in tax leg islation , 
freedom  o f C hristian  schools and m in istries, beneficial changes in the curricu lum  o f  public schoo ls , and a 
general renew al o f  the spiritual condition  o f  the nation.

T h ird ly , we encourage sessions and perhaps appropria te  com m ittees o f  presbyteries to think o f  how  they 
may keep them selves inform ed on vital church/state  issues and also  o f  w hat m eans o r program s they m ay 
use to educate  their congregations and Sunday schools on such portions o f  these subjects as they m ay deem  
appropriate. O ur com m ittee would suggest such resources as W orld  m agazine (published  w eekly by The 
P resbyterian  Journa l), o r The R elig ious F reedom  R eporter  o f  the C hristian  Legal Society (P .O . Box 1492, 
M errifield , VA 22116), or "G am m on & G range N on-P rofit, R elig ious L iberties N ew sle tte r,"  (G am m on & 
G range Law  O ffices, Suite 300. 1925 "K ” S treet N W , W ash ing ton , DC 20006) in order to keep  the church 
abreast o f  im portant relevant events. V arious helpful books and film s are available  on the history  and 
contem porary  status o f religious and constitu tional liberty in the w estern w orld. It m ight be useful to study 
som e o f  these resources.
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SH O U L D  T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  R E M A IN  IN C O R P O R A T E D ?

O klahom a Presbytery sent an overture  to the T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  o f the PCA requesting  a 
study o f  the theological im plications o f the d enom ination ’s rem aining  incorporated . The centra l concern  o f 
the O klahom a Presbytery  overture  was: " . . . a  co rporation  is considered  to be under the ju risd ic tion  o f  a 
state" but " . . . th e  church o f  Jesus C hrist is under no ju risd ic tion  o f  hum an governm en t."

Y our com m ittee , responds to this request as follows:

I. The H istorical B ackground o f  Incorporation
A study o f  W estern  C iv ilization , especially  since the C onstantin ian  settlem ent in the fourth  century

A .D .. indicates that the concept o f incorporation  has com e into econom ic and political currency  by w ay o f 
the C hristian  C h u rc h .1 T he inspired Pauline teaching  that the C hurch  is the "body  o f  C hrist” (i.e . corpus  
C h ris ti) in solidarity  w ith the O ld Testam ent people o f  G od caused  the church  to be understood as a div ine 
incorporation . At the root o f this corporate concep t is the B iblical doctrine  o f  covenan t and federal headship .

In the developm ent o f M edieval H istory , the church  in v irtue o f  its d iv inely  ordained corporate  identity 
was therefore also  a p rim ary , legally recognized  incorporation  with appropria te  pow er to inherit, receive, 
buy, sell, and contro l property and o ther form s o f  w ealth . As tim e w ent on . through  canon law , com m on 
law . and later statute legislation in the various E uropean coun tries , a w hole body o f  legal righ ts, p riv ileges, 
im m unities, responsib ilities, and liab ilities w ere recognized  as inhering  in the concept o f  the church  as a 
d ivinely o rdained , legally accepted  incorporation.

Partly because m ost o f  the c ivil servants o f the M edieval and early  M odem  kingdom s w ere religious 
c lerics (w ho w ere expert in canon law ), m any aspects o f church  corporate  theory  and procedure w ere applied 
by analogy to various departm ents o f  the civil governm ent as  well as to  m erchant guilds and trading 
com panies. W hile it is not ou r purpose to pursue the deta ils  o f  this com plex h isto ry , we m ust recognize 
that incorporation is a C hristian concep t, w hich by analogy has been applied  in m any o ther fields outside 
o f the C hurch proper. To identify the historical origin o f  the corporation  is o f course by no m eans sufficient 
to settle the question  o f its current validity .

II The C ontem porary  Legal A dvantages and D isadvantages o f  Incorporation
The influential eighteenth  century  English legal scholar, W illiam  B lackstone, dealt with the im portant
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legal advantages o f  ecclesiastical corporations in his epoch-m aking  C om m entaries on the Law s o f  E ng land  
(so influential on the founding docum ents o f the U nited States). S ignificant contem porary  w ork has also 
been done on the advantages o f church incorporation . A ttorney W endell R. Bird has sum m arized  the legal 
benefits as fo llo w s:'

T he legal advantages o f incorporation include ( I ) lim itation o f  personal liab ility . (2) litigation in the 
corporate nam e, (3) conven ience in hold ing  property , (4) availability  o f  financing , (5) lim itation  o f 
charitable trust regu lation , and (6) be tte r pro tection  o f  the o rganizational nam e.

1. L im itation o f  Personal L iability . Incorporation produces a lim itation  o f  personal liability  or 
both contract claim s and tort claim s w hereas an unincorporated  status brings a g rea te r threat o f 
personal liability for church m em bers and nonchurch organization  m em bers. E xam ples o f  contract 
liability are claim s o f  creditors such as construction  con tracts  and printers and exam ples o f tort 
liability  are slips and falls on  stairw ays, bus acc iden ts , and a thletic  injuries. A lthough it is possible 
for an unincorporated  organization  to purchase insurance, tort claim s often  are m ade that far exceed 
the m axim um  insurance coverage availab le , and the c la im ants w ould therefore  have to  sue all 
m em bers o f the organization  as w ell as the un incorporated  m inistry . F urtherm ore, liability insurance 
is often m ore expensive for an unincorporated  organization  than for a corporation . D irector and 
o fficer insurance is very d ifficult if  not im possible to obtain  for an un incorporated  m inistry , and if 
available is generally  m ore expensive for an un incorporated  m inistry . An un incorporated  m inistry  
should consider w hether it has a m oral ob ligation  to inform  prospective m em bers as well as ex isting  
m em bers o f  their potential personal liability for such claim s.

2. L itigation in the C orporate N am e. A n incorporated  m inistry  is ord inarily  sued  in its corporate 
nam e, w hereas an unincorporated  association  m ust be sued in the nam es o f  all m em bers, and an 
unincorporated  trust often is sued in the nam es o f all m em bers as well as o f  the trust itself. Such 
suits, besides producing the possibility  o f  personal liability  as m entioned above, cause cautious 
m em bers to have to pay for separate legal counse l, and in the event o f  conflic ts o f  interest betw een 
governing  boards and m em bers w ould m ake it necessary to pay for tw o o r m ore team s o f attorneys 
in the absence o f  w ritten consent to jo in t representa tion . Furtherm ore, litigation in itiated by an 
unincorporated  m inistry  in m any states m ust be filed in the nam es o f  individual m em bers ra ther than 
the association , and the defendant often w ill file a th ird-party  claim  against som e o r all individual 
m em bers.

3. C onvenience in H olding Property . A n incorporated  m inistry  finds it m uch easie r to hold 
property than an unincorporated  association . This is both because property  can be held in the corporate 
nam e instead o f  in the nam es o f all m em bers, and because transfers o f  property  arc eas ie r to 
accom plish  w ith far few er legal docum ents necessary . A lthough it is possib le  for an unincorporated  
m inistry  to hold property in trust, that is also  m ore cum bersom e because o f the additional docum ents 
necessary for property transfers, and because o f the a lm ost inevitable om ission  o f  som e fu ture-acquired  
property  under the trust term s. M oreover, as pointed out below , property held by a trust is subject 
to charitab le  trust regulations in som e states that do  not apply to relig ious m inistry  property held by 
an incorporated m inistry.

4. A vailability  o f F inancing. A n incorporated  m inistry  has the option  o f issuing church bonds 
(if it com plies w ith applicable securities law s), w hereas an un incorporated  m inistry  cannot issue 
bonds in m ost ju risd ic tions. A corporation  also  can m ore readily  borrow  significant funds through 
a  line o f credit o r a long-term  loan, w hereas an unincorporated  m inistry  e ithe r cannot feasibly do 
so o r generally  can borrow funds only with personal guaranties o f w ealthy  m em bers o f  officers.

5. L im itation o f C haritable T rust R egulation . C haritab le trust statu tes generally  do  not apply  to 
incorporated  m inistries o ther than for specific trusts that they estab lish , w hereas they do  apply  d irectly  
to all property o f  unincorporated  m inistries that choose a trust form . O n the o ther hand, com m on 
law trust requirem ents w ould apply equally  to charitab le  corporations and trusts.

6 B etter P rotection o f  the O rganizational N am e. A corporate nam e is generally  easie r to protect 
legally  than an unincorporated  association  nam e. A lthough a fictitious nam e can  be re served , in most 
states that filing m ust be m ade in each coun ty , w hereas the corporate nam e is reserved for the entire 
state.

There are also certain  legal disadvantages o f incorporation . T hese are also sum m arized  by W endell 
B ird :3

L E G A L D ISA D V A N T A G E S O F IN C O R PO R A T IO N
I . Expenses and Form alities for C orporations. Incorporation does involve filing and legal costs 

for estab lishm ent, am endm ent, and disso lu tion . H ow ever, generally  h igher costs are incurred  in 
d rafting  p rofessional legal docum ents for a charitable trust o r for an unincorporated  association .
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although these can he am ended and dissolved  m ore easily  if necessary . An annual form  m ust be 
filed by corporations in m ost states to m aintain corporate  status, but m any states require sim ilar 
filings by trusts, and the federal tax form s are the sam e for all form s o f o rgan ization . A lthough 
m inutes are required for co rpora tions, such m inutes ord inarily  w ould be kept for all o ther form s o f 
o rganization . A lthough statu tory  requirem ents ex ist fo r corporations, m ost requ irem ents in most 
states are only presum ptive and a nonprofit corporation  m ay select contrary  p rovisions.

2. C onstitu tional P rotections and G overnm ental R egulations for C orporations. In general, co rpo 
rate status does not reduce the constitu tional p ro tections enjoyed by relig ious m inistries. The First 
and Fourteenth A m endm ents recognize the sam e protection  for relig ious co rpora tions, trusts, and 
associations. C orporate  status also does not increase the governm ental regulations applicable  to a 
m inistry  in com parison  w ith the regulations that w ould  be applicable in trust o r unincorporated  
association  form:

Em ploym ent s tandards, d iscrim ination  law s and requirem ents concerning  w ithhold ing  o f  
incom e taxes for em ployees apply to associations w hether incorporated o r not. F inally , w hen 
state and local taxation  is levied upon an association , it is usually  unaffected  by the g ro u p 's  
corporate status. I

T he sam e is true w ith securities law s, charitab le  d isclosure  law s, labor law s. Social Security  and 
unem ploym ent com pensation  and o ther federal taxes, sales and use and o ther taxes, and property 
and intangibles and o ther local taxes.

I J. Jacobs, A ssocia tion  Law  H andbook  15 (1981). A ccord, B. H opkins. The L aw  o f  Tax-E xem pt 
O rganizations  503 (3d ed. 1979); H. O leck , N on-P ro fit C orpora tions, O rganiza tions a n d  A ssocia tions  
18 (3d ed 1974); G . W ebster, The Law o f  A ssocia tions  2-3 (rev. ed. 1976); see G . L am b & C. 
Shields, Trade A ssocia tion  Law  an d  Practice  185 (rev. ed. 1971).

Ill C urrent Problem s with Ecclesiastical Incorporation
Y our com m ittee  recognized that w hile the h istoric concept o f  incorporation  is rooted  in C hristian  h istory, 

nonetheless there are serious contem porary  p roblem s w ith corporate  theory and practice, w hich are o f 
legitim ate concern  to the C hristian . Perhaps the tw o central p roblem s m ost d iscussed  am ong conservative  
C hristian critics o f incorporation is the ethical question  o f corporate "limited liab ility" and the allegedly  
"im plied  subord ination" o f the incorporated  church to  the sta te .4

As to the very real e th ical problem  o f corporate lim ited liab ility , this com m ittee  feels that it is not our 
task to en ter into e ither the generalities o r specifics o f  this m atter w hich largely devo lve upon secular 
corporations. This is a leg itim ate and im portant task, but it is not our task . W e are p resently  concerned 
only w ith the eth ics o f  the church as an incorporation , and p resum ably  there is no accusation  that the church 
has been using  the tool o f  lim ited liability in any unethical way.

The real concern over church incorporation (as for instance in the O klahom a Presbytery  overtu re) would 
seem  rather in the O klahom a Presbytery  overture) w ould  seem  rather to be a fear o f  im plied subordination  
to the secular state. This com m ittee  believes that w hile it is certa in ly  possib le  for a given church  to concede 
too  m uch to the secu lar state in its particular incorporation  procedures, nevertheless, the m ere fact o f  legal 
incorporation by no m eans has  to im ply a recognition  o f  statist au thority  over the church . But w hat would 
be the appropria te  response if a church  w as felt to have conceded too  m uch in its incorporation  papers?

IV. Suggested Solu tions to the Problem s R aised by E cclesiastical Incorporation
First, your com m ittee believes that problem s and abuses connected  with m odem  statist ideas o f  incorpo

ration do  not ju stify  je ttison ing  the en tire , age-old concept. It is not p roper " to  throw  out the baby w ith the 
bath w ater."  For the church to be incorporated is to say no m ore and no less than to  confess that the church 
is a d iv inely ordained  institution, w hich looks to G od-no t to  the state-for its right to ex ist and to handle  its 
ow n affairs w ith in tegrity . H istorically , the c ivil governm ent has sim ply recognized  the corporate  rights 
and independent ju risd ic tion  o f  the church in its ow n realm  as a previously ex isting  fact (a fact not created 
by the state, but ra ther given by G od and m erely recognized by the state). At the sam e tim e, the C hurch 
recognizes the state as a d iv inely ordained institu tion , and realizes that certa in  transactions and relationships 
o f the church w ithin the body politic  and w ith the civil governm ent itse lf has properly  been recogn ized  and 
regularized in term s o f  specific  legal procedures.

T herefore, w hen a church  in a particu lar country  seeks incorporation it is not necessarily  doing  anything 
o ther than specifying in m utually  accessib le legal term s that w hich already exists by divine right. T o  do 
such has noth ing  to do  w ith a subordination  o f the Body o f  C hrist to the civil au thority . Incorporation  is 
not subordination , but the recognition  o f m utually  independent ju risd ic tions. T h is, at any ra te , is the general 
situation.

Som e in our denom ination , how ever, are o f  the opin ion  that the C ertificate  o f  Incorporation  o f the PCA 
in D elaw are concedes too  m uch authority  to the state and im plies an inappropriate subordination  to civil 
governm ent T hose w ho hold  this view  should propose am endm ents to our C ertificate  o f  Incorporation
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rather than seeking to d issolve the incorporation o f  our denom ination . Prior to proposal o f these am endm ents, 
how ever, they should be studied by com peten t legal counsel for tax and constitu tional im plications.

M oreover, we need to keep  in m ind that as Bird has poin ted  ou t, “ In general, corporate  status does not 
reduce the constitu tional pro tections enjoyed by relig ious m in istries ."  O r to  state this negatively , a c h u rch 's  
being unincorporated  does not in the least rem ove it from  having to deal w ith  the sam e law s and regulations 
faced by an incorporated  church in an increasingly  secularized  society. To the con tra ry , to be unincorporated  
may in fact cause the church  m ore practical p roblem s than to be incorporated . The real p roblem  is o f course 
not w ith incorporation but w ith hum anistic  secularization . T he church m ust use all the m eans w ithin its 
pow er (including  incorporation) to m aintain its right to preach and practice the G ospel in order to reverse 
the secularism  o f our tim e.

Footnotes:
1 A partial synopsis o f the traditional R om an C atholic  teaching  on incorporation  is given in C ode o f C anon 
Law: Latin English Edition (C anon Law Society o f  A m erica: W ash ing ton , D .C . 20064), 1983, C anons 
96-144; 1254-1310. From  a conservative Protestant v iew point, R. J. R ushdoony has w ritten concerning 
ecclesiastical incorporation from  a positive stance in C hristian ity  an d  the S ta te  (R off H ouse B ooks, 1986), 
chap ter 25 , and in "P osition  Paper No. 50” (C halcedon , PO  Box 158, V allecito . CA 95251). G ary N orth 
has w ritten critically  o f  church  incorporation in I C  E . Position  P aper N o. I . Ju ly  1984. T he d iffering  
positions have been d iscussed  by M artin G . Selbrede in D om inion N etw ork . V ol. O ne, No. O ne, Jan ./F eb . 
1985, pp. 14-15.
2 W endell R. B ird, “O ught C hristian M inistries Incorporate?" (A tlan ta , G A , no date), pp. 2-4. 
i  Ib id ., pp. 4-6.
4 See article by N orth (F ootnote I).

T A X A T IO N  A N D  T H E  C H U R C H  

The B ib lical Position

W hen dealing with taxation . Jesus com m anded us to  " |r ]e n d e r  unto C aesar the th ings that are C ae sa r 's  
and unto G od the th ings that are G o d 's ."  M atthew  22:21. H ere Jesus as Head o f  the C hurch  acknow ledged 
His individual obligation  to  pay the poll tax to C aesar.

A lthough there is no reference in the New T estam ent to the C hurch as an institution paying taxes, 
h istorically  the C hurch , and before it the T em ple, and those w ho m inistered in the H ouse o f  G od (including  
singers and porters) w ere exem pt from  "to ll, tribute o r cu sto m ."  Ezra 7:24. A s we shall see. this exem ption 
continued through the R om an tim es, the C onstantin ian  settlem ent, and into the T w entie th  C entury . The 
biblical rationale for the C h u rch 's  exem ption  lies in Leviticus 27:30: the tithe belongs to the L ord. Leviticus 
2 7 :3 0 .' T hus, w hen C aesar requires the church to pay a tax on the tithe , C aesar is actually  tax ing  the Lord 
Jesus C h ris t.2

T he H istorical E xem ption  o f  the C hurch from  Jurisd iction  o f the State

Both the C hurch and the civil governm ent are under the authority  o f  G od. "T here  is no authority  except 
from  G od , and those w hich exist o r are established  by G o d ."  R om ans 13:1. T he C hurch  like the governm ent 
has but one sovereign , the Lord Jesus C hrist. T herefore, the C hurch should not pay tax to the State even 
as the State need not support the C hurch and its m inisters.

In the R om an Em pire, w hen the C hurch  first cam e into p rom inence, it w as treated  by the R om an civil 
au thorities as a legitim ate Jew ish  sect, and as such , the C hurch , like the Jew ish re lig ion , w as exem pt from 
taxa tion .3

W hen C onstantine m ade C hristian ity  the official state re lig ion , the civil governm ent had absolu tely  no 
authority  to tax churches. The C onstantin ian  settlem ent recognized that churches w ere a lready tax exem pt 
by virtue o f the fact that they paid taxes (tithes and o fferings) to their H ead, Jesus C hrist, w hile the state 
paid taxes to  its tem poral head , C aesar and his successors. This settlem ent w as later backed up by the 
influential T heodosian  and Justin ian  C odes w hich had so m uch authority  in shaping  legislation  in all the 
C hristian  countries o f m edieval E urope.4

Even during  the tim e o f  K ing Henry VIII and during the French R evolution , although the c iv il governm ent 
forcibly closed  dow n m onasteries and confiscated  their lands and w ealth , civil au thorities did not attem pt 
to tax churches. C losing  the m onasteries (as they saw it) w as a police action because the m onasteries w ere 
dens o f  corruption  and a hazard to the w ell-being  o f the nation.

Instead , civil governm ent exem pted even church businesses and lands from  taxation  because m onasteries 
and o ther branches o f the C hurch  w ere historically  seen as caring  for the sick and the poor. Even after
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Henry VIII established h im self as head over the church and the concept o f  a free state and a free church 
evo lved , the C hurch  w as still seen in England and Europe as ow ing alleg iance to its S overeign  a lone. This 
understanding w as carried  into the colonies w here nine had established  state churches at the tim e o f the 
R evolution (and six at the tim e the C onstitu tion  w as adopted). O nly  w ith  the late 18th C en tury  H um anist 
Enlightenm ent d id  som e states (as France in 1789) begin to claim  sovereignty  including  financial control 
over the C hurch . T he U nited States w as a lready a free country  by this tim e, how ever, w ith its ow n 
C onstitu tion  rooted -  not in the H um anist E nlightenm ent -  but in the earlier m edieval, R eform ation  C hristian 
order.

O nly w hen the sam e H um anist E nlightenm ent reached the A m erican shores in the late 19th C en tury , 
did  secularists begin to view  the C hurch “as noth ing  m ore than a co llection  o f  indiv iduals having  no greater 
rights than the aggregate liberties o f  its individual m em b ers ."5

T he Individual C hristian  is Su bject to  T w o Jurisd iction s

There is no question  that the individual C hristian c itizen  is subject to both the civil governm ent and to 
the C hurch . He pays tithes to G od w hich are held by G od but adm in istered  by the local congregation  or 
church. He pays taxes to the civil governm ent in obedience to R om ans 13:7 in support o f the c ivil governm ent 
which G od has established .

The head tax , for exam ple, w as com m anded  in Scripture fo r the service o f  the ten t o f m eeting . It was 
paid by every m ale c itizen over tw enty years o f  age including the L evites and priests. T he tax w as not 
graduated in term s o f  ability  to pay: everyone, rich o r poor, paid the one -ha lf shekel o f  silver (about one-fifth  
o f an ounce). Exodus 30:11-16. T his w as w as a lso  know n as the “ tem ple tax ."

Jesus declared  that he w as exem pt from  this tax as a Son. H ow ever, he did not declare  that the tax was
in any way im proper and paid it for both h im self and Peter. M atthew  17:24-27.6

H ow ever, the civil governm ent m ay intervene in relations betw een m em bers o f  the church  even on 
church property w hen a m em ber seeks to take the life o r p roperty  o f another. W hen A donijah  sought to 
usurp his authority  by tak ing A bishag , D av id ’s concubine, as a w ife , Solom on not only o rdered  A d o n ijah 's  
death , but com m anded that Joab  be slain beside the a ltar in the tent o f  the L o rd  w here he had fled, for 
Joab  supported  A donijah. I K ings 2: 29 -3 4 .7

T he L im ited R ole o f  C ivil G overnm ent

T hus, c iv il governm ent does not bib lically  and has not h istorically  had the authority  to tax the tithes o f 
G o d 's  people. R om ans 13 teaches that go v ern m en t's  leg itim ate role is to  avenge those w ho practice  evil as 
a m inister o f  G od, praise those w ho do  good , and collect taxes as G o d ’s servant. R om ans 13:4-6. The
W estm inster C onfession o f  Faith C hap ter 23 "O f the C ivil M agistra te" agrees:

G od, the Suprem e Lord and K ing o f  all the w orld , hath o rda ined  c iv il m agistra tes to be under H im  
over the peop le , for H is ow n g lo ry , and the public good; and to this end , hath arm ed them  w ith the 
pow er o f  the sw ord , for the defense and encouragem ent o f  them  that are good , and fo r the punishm ent 
o f ev il-doers. . . .  It is the duty  o f  the peop le  . ..to  pay them  tribute or o ther dues. (E m phasis added .)

T his au thority  o f civil governm ent is to  be honored , how ever, even  w hen the governm ent oversteps its 
clearly lim ited sphere o f punish ing evil and rew arding good . C harles H odge in his com m entary  on the 
E pistle  to the R om ans  405 (1886), points out that

|i]t is a very unnatural in terpretation w hich m akes [the] w ord [m agistrates] refer to the charac te r o f 
the m agistra tes, as though the sense w ere , "B e subject to good m ag is tra tes ."  T his is con trary  to the 
usage o f the term , and inconsistent w ith the con tex t. O bedience is not enjo ined  on the ground  o f 
the personal m erit o f  those in authority , but on the ground o f  their official station.

The prophet Sam uel noted that the king for w hom  the people asked w ould becom e a tyrant over the 
people because he extracted  the tithe from  them . 1 Sam uel 8:15-17 8 Y et Sam uel did  not state that this 
excessive taxation w ould be a basis for c iv il d isobedience.

R ecent A ttacks on the A m erican C h u rch ’s Tax E xem ption

C hurches have traditionally  objected  to and successfu lly  resisted  taxes on church-ow ned  land o r p roperty. 
In W at: v. Tax C om m ission  o f  N ew  York, 97 U .S . 664 (1970), the Suprem e C ourt o f  the U nited States 
held that a New Y ork C ity property  tax exem ption  o f  church  real esta te  w ould not v iolate the Establishm ent 
C lause since “elim ination  o f exem ption  w ould tend to expand  the involvem ent o f  governm ent by g iving
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rise  to  tax  ev a lu a tio n  o f  c h u rc h  p ro p e rty , tax lien s , tax fo rec lo su re s  and  the  d irec t c o n fro n ta tio n s  an d  c o n flic ts  
that fo llo w  in the tra in  o f  th o se  lega l p ro c e s s e s ." 4

H o w ev e r, w ith  the  b re ak d o w n  o f  the  h is to ric a l e x em p tio n  o f  ch u rc h  from  g o v e rn m e n t tax in g  a u th o rity , 
the  sta te  has a ttem p ted  to  tax th e  ch u rch  as it w o u ld  any  c o rp o ra tio n  o r b u s in ess . M any  s ta te s , fo r ex am p le , 
co lle c t sa le s  o r use  tax e s  from  ch u rc h e s  o n  c o n stru c tio n  m a te ria ls  u sed  in th e ir  b u ild in g s , o n  m a te ria ls  and  
eq u ip m en t p u rch ase d  fo r the  c h u rc h , and  on  sa le s  by  c h u rch -ru n  b o o k s t o r e s . T h e s e  tax e s  a re  p a id  w ith o u t 
ap p aren t o b jec tio n  from  th e  c h u rc h . S ince  the  ch u rch  u ses  the tithe  to  pay  th is  ta x . h o w e v er , it may 
le g itim a te ly  o b je c t to th is tax  as it d o e s  to  p roperty  tax e s  lev ied  on  its san c tu a ry .

S om e  c o m m e n ta to rs  see  a sa le s  tax  as a tax on  c o m m e rc e , but not o n  the  ch u rc h . S im ila r ly , a s ew er
levy m ay  be seen  as p ay m en t fo r se rv ice s , ra th e r than  a tax .

S om e c h u rch es  have re s isted  the  im p o s itio n  o f  w o rk m e n 's  c o m p en sa tio n  and  s ta te  u n em p lo y m en t taxes 
w h ich  w o u ld  be pa id  ou t o f  the  tithe . O th e r ch u rc h es  h ave  re s is ted  inqu iry  by In te rna l R ev en u e  S e rv ice  as 
to  the am o u n t o f  d o n a tio n s  m ad e  by in d iv id u a ls .11

W h en  the  federa l g o v e rn m en t recen tly  a tte m p ted  to  assess  socia l secu rity  ta x e s  on  ch u rch  e m p lo y e e s , 
som e c h u rch es  h ave  p ro te s ted  the  c iv il g o v e rn m e n t's  tax in g  o f  ch u rc h es  fo r the  e m p lo y e r 's  sh are  o f  socia l 
secu rity  taxes:

S ocia l secu rity  d o cs  not fall w ith in  the b o u n d a rie s  o f  leg itim a te  d u tie s  o f  the  c iv il m a g is tra te , and 
n e ith e r finances  the  d e fen se  o f  the p eo p le , nor d o e s  it p ro v id e  c o n d itio n s  co n d u c iv e  fo r the  e n c o u r
agem en t o f  good . It is not the  g o v e rn m e n t’s du ty  to  p rov ide  fo r the re tirem en t o f  its c itiz en s . T he 
L ord  G od  req u ires  o f  each  ind iv idua l under H is au th o rity  to  p ro v id e  fo r h im s e lf  and  h is fam ily  . 
(P roverbs  6:6-11. II T h essa lo n ia n s  3:6-10, I T im o th y  5 :8 .)  O n e  o f  the  fu n c tio n s  o f  a g en u in e  ch u rch , 
a cco rd ing  to  the  S c rip tu re s, is to  carry  o n  a m in istry  o f  co m p a ss io n  and  m ercy  to  the  peop le  in need . 
D eacon  b o ard s  shou ld  ad d ress  th em selv es  to  the needs  o f  the co m m u n ity  in w h ich  they  live . T he  
ch u rch  and  o th e r v o lu n tee ris tie  o rg an iza tio n s  shou ld  carry  on  m in is trie s  o f  m ercy  to  p eo p le  w ho are 
in need  du ring  th e ir  re tirem en t years. T h is  is not the du ty  o f  the c iv il g o v e rn m e n t.1"

If a church  finds that a certa in  tax is co n fisca to ry , se iz ing  p roperty  necessa ry  fo r the chu rch  to carry  
out its m ission  o f  w o rsh ip , ev an g e lism , and carin g  fo r the po o r, it shou ld  appeal to  the  au th o rity  o f  A cts 
4:18-20 and  re fuse  to pay it, o r pay it under p ro test In th is  passage P eter and  John  c o n fro n ted  the S a n h ed rin 's  
au tho rity  to  p roh ib it their e v an g e liza tio n  and  p reach ing  in the tem ple .

H ow ever, if  a tax s tops short o f  tak ing  the property  from  the chu rch  o r m aking  it im possib le  fo r the 
church  to  carry  ou t its m ission , is c iv il d iso b ed ien ce  ju s tif ie d ?  F o r e x am p le , if  socia l security  is v iew ed  as 
ou tside  leg itim ate  du ties o f  the c iv il m ag istra te  and as supp lan ting  the  re sp o n sib ilitie s  o f  the ind iv idua l, the 
fam ily  and  the chu rch , shou ld  the church  refuse  to pay such a tax on  its e m p lo y e es ? 1'

O p tion s A vailab le

T here are several o p tions  fo r the C hurch  short o f  c ivil d iso b ed ien ce . D r. F rances S h a effe r in A C hristian  
M anifes to  suggested  that: first, we seek to change  the law th rough  ou r d u ly -e lec ted  rep resen ta tives . S econd ly , 
the law shou ld  be p ro tested  in the cou rts  o r th rough  dem o n stra tio n s  F ina lly , the c itizen  m ay flee to  ano ther 
ju risd ic tio n , as o u r found ing  fa thers  did  w hen they left E ng land  for A m erica  If all these o p tions  fail o r are 
not availab le , then  c ivil d isobed ience  o r abso lu te  refusal to pay the tax is app rop ria te . A C hristian  M an ifesto , 
p .103 (C rossw ay  B ooks. 1982).

In p rac tice , the church  m ay seek to change an o ffensive  tax law w hile it pays the tax under pro test. 
A fter it has paid the tax under p ro test, the church  m ay file fo r a re fund  and even  go  to court to co llect it 
and have the law  declared  unconstitu tional as a v io la tion  o f  the First A m en d m en t's  free exercise  pro tection . 
But som e w ould  question  if the church  should  be tak ing  its valuable  resou rces and tim e to p ro test a tax 
instead o f  focusing  on its com m ission  to ev an g e lize , teach , and care for the poor.

The c learest basis for the ch u rch ’s refusal to pay a tax o r paying  it under p ro test w ould  arise w here 
c ivil governm ent seeks to  im pose an incom e tax on the tithe o f  the chu rch . T he church  should ob jec t to 
such a tax as tax ing  the property  o f  the L o rd .14 T he sam e reasoning  m ay be used to exem pt church-ow ned  
land and p roperty  from  property  taxation . H ow ever, w here a church  ow ns land o r p roperty  w hich is not 
used  in carry ing  out its m ission , then may there be a Scrip tural basis for p ro test, since the church  m ay be 
m isusing  the L o rd 's  p ro p erty ?15

W here a tax as the social security  tax (F IC A ) oversteps the leg itim ate lim ited  role o f  c iv il governm en t, 
should the church  disobey the governm ent and refuse to pay the tax? Perhaps it depends on w hether this 
tax w ill (I) tax the tithe o f  the church  — from  w hich the em p lo y e r 's  share o f  FICA  is usually  paid (L eviticus 
27:20) o r (2) im pede o r even m ake the c h u rch 's  m ission  im possib le  (A cts 4:18-20) because o f  the financial 
burden the tax im poses.
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C onclusions

Som e have suggested  that the distinction  betw een leg itim ate and illeg itim ate  taxation  in the Scripture 
turns on an exam ination  o f  w hom  it is that the governm ent attem pts to tax. For instance , the poll tax w hich 
C hrist paid was levied on H im  as an individual and not on the C hurch as an in s titu tio n .16 T he  head tax was 
also payable by individuals. E xodus 30:11-16. Thus tax on a citizen  in the civil sphere w ould  be perm issib le, 
but a tax on the church  w ould not.

M any agree that the u ltim ate issue in this dispute is the attem pt o f  the civil governm ent to take ju risd ic tion  
over the church . C h ris t’s com m and  to render unto C aesar the th ings that are C ae sa r’s and un to  G od the 
things that are G o d ’s coup led  w ith His paym ent o f the poll tax suggests that C hrist as a citizen  o f  the body 
politic recognized  the ju risd ic tion  o f  the c iv il governm ent over som e areas o f  H is life and the lives o f  H is 
follow ers (even though there is no indication that the C hurch as a body w as under its ju risd ic tion . “ M y 
K ingdom  is not o f this w o rld .” John 18:36). In fact, the ju risd ic tion  o f C hurch  and civ il governm ent m ay 
be concurrent in m any areas (as it is w here both the C hurch  and civil governm ent are in terested  in the 
protection o f m em bers against fire o r health hazards). And both c ivil governm ent and the C hurch have an 
"in terest" in w hether the incom e and property  o f  the C hurch  w hich is not related  to o r used  in the m ission 
o f  the C hurch  is taxed, for both the C hurch  and the state can u tilize this p roperty  and incom e in carry ing  
out their unique roles.

W hen the incom e and property o f  the C hurch are o r will be used  in the m ission  o f  the C hurch , then 
any attem pt to tax that incom e o r property  m ay be considered  an attem pt to tax the tithe — property  w hich 
belongs to the Lord. H ere the ju risd ic tion  o f  the C hurch  con tro ls  w ithin the sphere o f  sovereignty  w hich 
C hrist has delegated  to it. E specially  w here a tax m akes the m ission o f  the church  im possib le  (as w orship , 
evangelism , and care o f  the poor), any attem pt to tax such  incom e and property  should  be resisted  on 
biblical grounds and perhaps could go as far as civil d isobed ience o r refusal to pay the tax.

F O O TN O T E S
1 "A ll the tithe o f the land, o f the seed o f the land o r o f  the fruit o f  the tree , is the L o rd 's ; it is holy to the 
L ord ."  Leviticus 27:30.
2 Both H arold O . J. Brow n and R J R ushdoony believe that tithes should not be taxed.
iW hen Jerusalem  fell in 70  A .D ., it and the C hurch  w ere no longer exem pt from  taxation . T he E m peror 
w anted C hristians to sw ear to him  as final lord over all (including the C hurch) and  to sacrifice to him  as 
being the w o rld 's  venter o f unity . See D ouglas F. K elly , “ W ho M akes C hurches T ax E xem pt?" C halcedon 
R eport, A ugust, 1982.
4 One exception  to this practice w as in m edieval Europe during  the crusades w hen the C hurch  itse lf asked 
the civil au thorities to tax church  incom e in o rder to finance the crusades. See C. W . P rev ite-O rthon , The  
Shorter C am bridge M edieva l H istory, (C am bridge: At The U niversity  Press 1971), p. 618.
5 ” [T]he issue w hich d iv ides, then , is that secularists do  not give assent to the div ine origin and nature o f 
the C hurch . . . .  T hus, separation  o f church and state, w hich began in part to pro tect the church , ironically  
has turned on its head and becom e a tool for confin ing  the C h u rch .” C arl H . E sbeck , “T ow ard  a G eneral 
T heory o f C hurch-S tate  R elations and the First A m endm en t,"  IV P ublic  Law  Forum  (1985), pp. 328-29.
6 Som e believe this tax w as collected  by the civil governm ent.
7 The reason Sam uel did not kill A donijah earlier in I K ings 1:50-53 w hen he fled  to  the horns o f the a ltar 
for refuge seem ed to depend m ore on his w orth iness than the p lace w here he w as seeking  refuge. Solom on 
said, “ [if A donijah] w ill be a w orthy m an, not one o f  his hairs will fall to the ground; but if w ickedness 
is found in him , he w ill d ie ."  I K ings 1:52.

There is no question  that a m an w ho had accidentally  shed b lood could flee to a city o f  refuge for safety
from  his avenger. N um bers 3 5 :6 -15. H ow ever, these  c ities are part o f  the jud ic ia l law s and seem  unconnected 
w ith a tem ple o r sanctuary  being located in the cities.
k David C hilton , Productive C hristians in an A g e  o f  G uilt M anipu la tors  (1981), p. 70. 
v W al: v. Tax C om m m ission . 97 U .S . 664, 674 (1970). “ Few concep ts are m ore deeply  im bedded in the 
fabric o f  our national life beginning  w ith p rerevolutionary  colonial tim es, than for governm ent to exercise  
at the very least this kind o f  benevolent neutrality  tow ard  churches and re lig ious exercise  generally  so long 
as none was favored  over o thers and none suffered in te rference .” Id . at 676-77.
it) Som e 34 states exem pt churches and their purchaser com pletely  or to som e extent from  sales and use
taxes. Som e 25 states also  exem pt church  sales to som e extent.
11 See page 14 o f  the P ream ble  to  th is paper.
12 R oland S. B arnes, PCA M essenger 4  (O ctober 1984). p. 4. congress has recogn ized  this conflic t and
has allow ed pastors w ho certify  w ithin tw o years o f their o rd ination  (or the due date  for the tax return for 
the second year in w hich a pasto r receives m inisterial incom e) to  exem pt out o f  the social security  program  
if they certify  their opposition  because o f  relig ious princip les to accep ting  public insurance benefits from  
services perform ed as a m inister.
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B ecause o f  opposition  by churches to paym ent o f  the social security  tax. C ongress repealed  the orig inal 
law  bringing  em ployees o f churches under the social security  system  and allow ed  churches that oppose 
paym ent o f  F1CA taxes on their em ployees for "re lig ious reasons" to  exem pt out o f  the system . Form  8247 
had to  be filed w ith the Internal R evenue Service  by O c tober 30 , 1984, o r, if  no  taxes have been  yet paid 
on a non-ordained church  em ployee, on  one day before the due date  for the first quarte rly  em p loym en t tax 
return. H ow ever, em p loyees o f  churches w hich opt out o f the social security  system  are still liable fo r social 
security  (S E C A ) taxes w hich the em ployees pay through quarterly  estim ated  tax paym en ts o r vo lun tary  
em ployer deductions. C hurches e lecting  exem ption  from  FICA  taxes m ust still w ithho ld  incom e taxes for 
non-ordained  em ployees and transm it them  to the IRS C hurches m aking the e lection  m ust a lso  file annual 
W -2 w age s tatem ents fo r em ployees.
n  See  R oland S. B arnes, "F orum : T ax ing  Q uestion  fo r the C h u rc h .” P C A  M essen g er  (O c to b er, 1984), p. 4.
M T he Internal R evenue S erv ice  recogn izes the tax -exem pt status o f  chu rches  as w ell as  a ssoc ia tions  o f  
churches and  church  aux iliaries and does not requ ire  any app lication  form  to be filed  fo r tax -exem pt status 
under Section  508 o f  the Internal R evenue C ode.

H ow ever, in o rd e r for the incom e o f  a church  to be exem pt from  taxation  under the In ternal R evenue 
C o d e , the church  m ust m eet five requ irem ents: ( I ) the c h u rc h 's  purpose m ust be exc lu siv e ly  charitab le ; (2) 
no private  profit should  inure to  any o f  the c h u rc h 's  o fficers  o r  m em bers; (3) the chu rch  shou ld  derive  no 
substan tia l com m erc ial profit from  its activ ities; (4) it canno t d ivert any substan tia l am ount o f  m oney  for 
lobbying; and (5) it canno t d ivert any funds fo r a po litical cam paign .
is The S uprem e C ourt o f  the U nited S ta tes den ied  tax ex em ption  as to ch u rch -o w n ed  land w hich  w as not 
being  used  fo r church  purposes. G ibbons  v. D istric t o f  C o lum b ia , I 16 U .S . 40 4  (1886). S im ila r ly , the 
park ing  lot o f  a church  o r the yard around  a parsonage  has been  taxed.
16 R oland B arnes, PC A M essen g er  (O c to b er, 1984), p. 5.

E D U C A T IO N  A N D  P A R E N T A L  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y

I. T H E  B IB L IC A L  P O S IT IO N  
T he P aren ta l R esp o n sib ility  for  E d u cation
T here  is p robab ly  no  m ore  im portan t du ty  than  that o f  the e d uca tion  o f  o u r ch ild ren . T h e  fu tu re  success 

o f  the K ingdom  o f  o u r L ord  is, to  a g rea t ex te n t, dep en d en t upon  the successfu l e d u ca tio n  o f  co venan t 
ch ild ren  in the k n o w led g e  o f  o u r  L ord  and  in a b ib lica lly  co n sis ten t w orld  and  life view  . T h e  fo llow ing  
quo te  from  R obert L ew is D abney  is pa rticu la rly  p e rtin en t in th is regard:

S ee ing  the paren ta l re la tion  is w hat the  S crip tu re  de sc rib e s  it, and  see in g  S atan  has p e rv e rted  it 
since  the fall fo r the d iffu sio n  and  m u ltip lica tio n  o f  d ep rav ity  and  e te rn a l d e a th , the ed u ca tio n  o f 
ch ild ren  fo r G od  is the m ost im portan t b usiness  d o n e  on  earth  It is the one b u s in ess  fo r w h ich  the 
earth  ex ists . T o  it all p o litic s , all w ar. all lite ra tu re , all m o n e y -m ak in g , o u g h t to  be su b o rd in a ted , 
and  ev ery  paren t e sp e c ia lly  o ugh t to  fee l, every  h o u r o f  the  d a y , th a t, next to  m ak in g  h is  ow n  ca llin g  
and e lec tio n  su re , th is  is the end  fo r w h ich  he is kept a live  by G od  — th is  is h is  task  on  earth . O n 
the righ t tra in in g  o f  the  g en era tio n  now  a ris in g , tu rn s  not on ly  the  ind iv idua l sa lv a tio n  o f  each  
m em b er in it, not on ly  the  re lig io u s  h ope  o f  the age  w h ich  is ap p ro a ch in g , but the  fa te  o f  all fu tu re  
g e n era tio n s  in a la rge  d e g re e .1

T he  d u ty  o f  e d u ca tio n  is (from  the  b ib lica l p e rsp ec tiv e ) a pa ren ta l d u ty . A c co rd in g  to  S c rip tu re , ch ild ren  
a re  a  g ift from  the A lm ig h ty  G o d  and  th u s  a re  a sac red  tru s t. T h e re fo re , the  L ord  re q u ire s  that p a ren ts  
p ro v id e  all th a t th e ir  ch ild ren  need! P a ren ts  a re  req u ired  to  fe ed , c lo th e , h o u se  and  p ro te c t th e ir  ch ild ren  
and  p rep a re  them  fo r ad u lth o o d  D r. N o rm an  H a rp e r s ta tes  th is  very  c le a r ly  in h is bo o k  M a k in g  D isc ip les . 
T he C h a llen g e  o f  C h ris tia n  E d u c a tio n  a t the  E n d  o f  th e  T w en tie th  C e n tu ry :

T he a u th o r ity  a n d  resp o n sib ility  o f  th e  tra in in g  o f  ch ild ren  is d e le g a te d  p r im a r ily  to  th e  p a r en ts .
It w as  to  the  pa ren t th a t the  c o m m an d  w as g iven : " ,  . . p ro v o k e  not y o u r c h ild re n  to  w ra th : but 
b rin g  th em  up  in the n u rtu re  and  a d m o n itio n  o f  th e  L o rd "  (E p h es ia n s  6 :4 . K JV ) .2

T h e  d u ty  o f  ed u ca tio n  is th e re fo re  a  fam ily  re sp o n sib il ity . T h e  fam ily  is th e  fu n d a m e n ta l u n it o f  so c ie ty  
u n d e r G o d  and  it is the  d u ty  o f  p a ren ts  as  led  by  the  fa th e r to  p rep a re  th e ir  c h ild re n  to  fu n c tio n  r ig h teo u s ly  
u n d e r G o d 's  ru le  in all sp h e res  o f  life (G e n e sis  1:26-28; 2:18-25; 18:19; P sa lm s  127 :3 -5 ; E p h es ian s  6 :1 -4 ) .

In o rd e r  fo r th is  ta sk  to  be su cc e ss fu l, ed u ca tio n  m u s t be d is tin c tiv e ly  C h ris tia n ; i . e . ,  b a sed  upo n  G o d 's  
rev e la tio n  o f  H is T ru th  in H is W ord  (P sa lm s  3 6 :9 ; E x o d u s  20:16; Jo h n  17:17; Jo h n  14:6; Jo h n  8 :3 2 ). E d u ca tio n  
is a n e ce ssa ry  ta sk  fo r eq u ip p in g  c h ild ren  to  g lo rify  G o d  in w o rk  an d  w o rsh ip  th a t is a c c o rd in g  to  H is  W o rd . 
T h u s , C h ris tia n  ed u ca tio n  is n e c e ssa ry  and  e sse n tia l fo r a  g o d ly  u se  o f  ta le n ts  (P sa lm s  78:1-8).
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T his responsib ility  cannot be abdicated  by parents, for G od holds them  accountab le . Parents m ay delegate 
this responsibility  to surrogate parents w ho m eet biblical qualifications w hile retain ing  the responsib ility  o f 
education  and the authority  over their ch ildren .

The m odem  concep t o f ch ildren  belonging to the state is an ti-C hristian . The responsib ility  for educating  
children does not belong to the state and therefore  the state should not usurp  this responsib ility  from  parents. 
R obert Lew is D abney com m ents very lucidly on w hose responsib ility  the education  o f  ch ildren  is:

Is the direction  o f the education  o f ch ildren e ithe r a civ ic o r an ecclesiastical function? Is it not 
properly a dom estic and parental function? F irst, we read in holy w rit that G od ordained  the fam ily by 
the union o f  one w om an to one m an. in one flesh , fo r life , for the declared  end  o f  "seek ing  a godly 
seed ."  D oes not this im ply that he looks to parents, in w hom  the fam ily is founded , as the responsib le  
agents o f this result?  He has also in the fifth C om m andm ent connected  the child  p rox im ate ly , not 
with e ither p resby ter o r m agistra te, but w ith the paren ts, w hich , o f  cou rse , confers on them  the 
adequate and the p rior au thority . T his argum ent appears again  in the very o rder o f the historical 
genesis o f  the fam ily and S tate , as well as o f  the visible C hurch . T he fam ily w as first. Parents at 
the outset w ere the only social heads existing . T he right rearing o f ch ildren  by them  w as in order 
to the right creation  o f  the o ther tw o institutes. It thus appears that naturally  the pa ren ts’ authority  
over their ch ildren  could  not have com e by depu tation  from  e ither State o r v isible C hurch , any m ore 
than the w ater in a fountain by derivation  from  its reservo ir b e lo w .1

The state is assigned a m inistry  o f  the sw ord in the execu tion  o f  ju stice  against ev ildoers (R om ans 
13:1-4). The state is not assigned the duty o f  educating  ou r ch ild ren . It is highly  questionab le  w hether it is 
w ise for C hristian parents to send their covenant ch ildren  to a school system  operated  by the state w hich 
is openly o r o therw ise hostile to the C hristian  faith . It is inconceivable  that A braham  w ould  have sent Isaac 
to the C anaanites to leam  about the w orld G od had created . C hristian  parents w ho send the ir covenant 
ch ildren to state schools to leam  about G o d 's  w orld (science, e tc .)  and G o d 's  activ ities (h isto ry , e tc .)  should 
seriously consider w hether it is possible to equ ip  their ch ildren  to function  responsib ly  in this w orld under 
G od according to H is T ruth  w hen their ch ildren  are subject to pro lific  falsehoods and open hostility  (Psalm s 
1:1-3; E xodus 34:12-16), w hether it is possible to send their ch ildren  to public schools (w hich  are to a great 
extent dom inated  by H um anism ) and at the sam e tim e fulfill the ir duty  to rear their ch ild ren  in the nurture 
and adm onition  o f  the Lord (E phesians 6:1-4).

Som e educators believe that covenant ch ildren m ust not be shaped by a non-C hristian  relig ious educational 
institution:

The choice is betw een a C hristian religious education  and a non-C hristian  re lig ious education .
If this is true , there are no m aterial circum stances that can ju s tify  a C hristian  parent in g iv ing  his 
child  an education  that is m an-centered  and thus d ishonoring  to G od. W ould  you send your child  
to a B uddhist shrine to w orship  because it was nearer your hom e or because it w as already paid  for 
by the state? O f course not! Then we can say w ith equal certain ty  that we cannot send our ch ild ren , 
in the m ost form ative years o f  their lives, to be shaped re lig iously  by a non-C hristian  relig ious 
educational institu tion .4

But o thers are convinced that C hristian teachers can have a godly  influence in the public schools and 
that m any public school teachers and adm inistrators are not hostile  to a C hristian  w orld view .

C hurches and P resbyteries should consider how  they m ight encourage parents in the task  o f  providing 
their children with an education  that is consisten t w ith b ib lical Truth and that w ill prepare them  for effective 
service for G o d 's  K ingdom  in all spheres o f life. C hurches should seriously  consider prov id ing  thoroughly  
C hristian and biblical schools for their covenan t children  as w ell as m any o ther ch ildren  in their respective 
com m unities.

U ndoubtedly , m any p roblem s w ith respect to ado lescen t rebellion in covenan t ch ildren  can be partially  
a ttributed to the schizophrenic w orld view  that is absorbed w here church and fam ily em brace a wholly 
different w orld view  than that w hich is prom oted  in the public educational system .

The need for quality  education  in our m odem , technological society  is param ount for all o f ou r young 
people. The public schools have failed to truly educate  ou r ch ildren  in tw o fundam ental areas. F irst, they 
have often d istorted reality  by insisting  on a rad ically  secu lar and H um anistic  w orld view . S econd, they 
have often failed to provide the basic skills needed fo r a young person to becom e a productive  m em ber o f 
society.

T his is now here m ore evident than in our m ajor c ities w here an enorm ous d rop-ou t rate o f often above 
one-third dem onstra tes the ineffectiveness o f m any school system s. This substandard  education  points tow ard 
the creation  o f  a perm anent underclass o f  functionally  illiterate adults w ho will em erge alienated  from  a 
society w hich has not provided them  with equal access to opportun ities for the future.
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Such a felt need provides the PCA with a unique opportun ity  in its strategic concern  to evangelize  the 
great m etropolitan  centers o f  N orth A m erica. W e have the opportunity  open before us to truly penetrate 
the urban cu ltu re  by provid ing quality  C hristian education  at reasonable  cost. O ur suburban and exurban 
churches can estab lish  a true bridge o f  friendship  and understanding  by becom ing  partners to the urban 
chu rch , provid ing  personal and financial resources for the nurturing  o f all o f  ou r ch ildren .

II. C O N ST IT U T IO N A L  ISSU E S IN E D U C A T IO N
T he First A m endm ent to  the C onstitu tion  states that C ongress shall m ake no law  prohibiting  the free 

exercise  o f religion.
T he Suprem e C ourt o f  the U nited S tates has long upheld the right o f parents to  d irec t the upbringing  

and education  o f  their ch ild ren . In the case o f  P ierce v. Soc ie ty  o f  S is te rs , 268 U .S . 510 (1925), the C ourt 
ruled that:

[The State may not] unreasonably  interfere! ] with the liberty o f  parents and guard ians to d irec t the 
upbringing  an d  education  o f  ch ildren  under their  contro l. . . . The child  is not the m ere creature 
o f the State; those w ho nurture him  and direc t his destiny  have the right, coupled  w ith the high 
du ty , to recognize and prepare him  for additional o b lig a tio n s .5

In 1944, the Suprem e C ourt also recognized  the unique re la tionship  betw een parents and c h ild re n -a  
relationship  w hich belongs exclusively  to the parents and not to  the State:

It is card inal w ith us that the custody , care  and nurture o f  the child  w ill reside  first in the parent, 
w hose prim ary function and freedom  include preparation  o r obligation  that the State can  neither 
supply o r hinder.

P rince  v. M assachusetts, 321 U .S . 158, 166 (1944).

A gain in 1968, the C ourt noted that “constitu tional in terpretation  has consistently  recognized  that the 
p aren ts ' c laim  to authority  in their ow n household  to direct the rearing  o f the ir ch ildren  is basic in the 
structure o f our so c ie ty ."6 S im ilarly , in 1982, the Suprem e C ourt upheld the “ fundam ental liberty  interest 
o f  natural parents in the care , custody, and m anagem ent o f  their ch ild" against the S ta te 's  term inating  that 
right even w hen the parents “have not been m odel parents o r have lost tem porary  custody o f  their ch ild  to 
the S ta te .” Santosky  v. K ram er, 71 L .E d .2 d  599, 606 (1982).7

H ow ever, social serv ices departm ents; state, fam ily and juven ile  courts; and leg islative and o ther judicia l 
bodies have been m ore and m ore w illing to in terfere w ith the right o f the parents to raise their ch ildren . 
T he ostensib le  reason for rem oving children from the custody o f  their parents o r ignoring the parental right 
to control the content o f  their ch ild ren 's  teaching  is to  p rotect the child  from  abuse by his paren ts. Increasingly, 
state agencies and courts have interpreted em otional and physical abuse to  include the teaching  o f  relig ious 
doctrines to children  in C hristian schools o r at hom e.

A. O ptions for C hristian  E ducation:
1. C hurch Schools

W here parents have sought to control d irectly  the content o f their ch ild 's  education , they have been 
m ost successful w here their ch ild  is in a private C hristian  school o r w here they are educating  their ch ild  at 
hom e. As noted above, the U nited States Suprem e C ourt, in 1925, in the case o f  P ierce  v. Socie ty  o f  S isters, 
ruled that a state m ay not prohibit private education . It specifically  upheld the right o f  a C atholic  order to 
establish  a private denom inational school.

In 1972 the C ourt upheld the right o f  A m ish parents to w ithdraw  their ch ild ren  from  public school to 
protect their re ligious values:

T his case involves the fundam ental interest o f paren ts, as contrasted  w ith that o f  the S tate , to guide 
the religious future and education  o f  their ch ildren . The history  and culture o f W estern  C ivilization  
reflect a strong tradition  o f parental concern  for the nurture and upbringing o f  their ch ild ren . This 
prim ary role o f  the parents in the upbringing  o f  their ch ildren  is now  established  beyond debate as 
an enduring  A m erican tradition.

The O hio  Suprem e C ourt in 1976 sim ilarly  ruled: "[i]t has long been recognized  that the right o f  a parent 
to guide the education , including  the relig ious education , o f his o r her ch ildren  is indeed a fundam ental 
r ig h t ." ' State v. W hisner, 47  O hio  S t.2d 181, 213-14, 351 N .E .2 d  750 , 769 (1976).

H ow ever, state departm ents o f  education  and social serv ices have attacked these  form s o f education  as 
provid ing  an inferior result, as was noted in the Faith B aptist C hurch case in L ou isv ille , N ebraska, recently . 
A num ber o f courts have upheld state departm ents o f  ed u ca tio n .11
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H ow ever, in response to leg islative efforts by C hristian  educa to rs, pastors and parents, a num ber o f 
states have pro tected  the right o f churches to  establish  their ow n C hristian  school independent o f  state 
co n tro l.9 In o ther situations federal and state courts have found that the First A m endm ent right o f  free 
exercise  o f religion guarantees to parents their right to instruct their ch ildren  in a C hristian schoo l, even 
though that C hristian school o r church  school does not m eet the requirem ents o f  the state departm ent o f 
education  o r a private sch o o l.10

B ecause the cost o f  church  and C hristian  school education  is often  out o f  reach o f m any parents, churches 
and presbyteries should consider the support o f  C hristian  education . O ne m eans o f financing  available  in 
som e states (as M innesota) is the voucher system .

2. H om e Schools
In an increasing num ber o f  states, leg islatures have acted  to  pro tect the right o f  parents to educate  their 

children at h o m e ."
In o ther states, state courts have protected  the right o f parents to educate  their ch ildren  at hom e, even 

overturn ing com pulsory  education  law s w hich apparently  proh ib it hom e education  as u n co n stitu tio n a l.12 
State Suprem e C ourt decisions in Illinois, Iow a, M ichigan, O regon , V irg in ia, and W est V irg in ia, how ever, 
indicate hostility  tow ard  hom e sch o o lin g .13

W isconsin v. Yoder. 406  U .S . 205 (1972), upheld the right o f  A m ish paren ts  to w ithdraw  their ch ildren 
from  public school in o rder to provide a lternative education  w here “ such public education  'substan tially  
in te rfe re |d ] ' w ith the relig ious developm ent o f  the A m ish child  and his in tegration  into the w ay o f life o f 
the A m ish Faith C om m unity ."  H ow ever, there  has been no defin itive  Suprem e C ourt case uphold ing the 
right o f p rivate relig ious education  e ithe r in church  school o r at hom e. The Suprem e C ourt recently  declined  
to review  the case o f D uro  v. D istric t A ttorney , 712 F .2d  96  (4th C ir. 1983), cert. den . 104 S .C t. 998 (1984).

B. Problem s W ith P ublic E ducation
The First A m endm ent as passed by the First C ongress in 1789 provides: “C ongress shall m ake no law 

respecting  an establishm ent o f relig ion  o r p rohibiting  the free exercise  th e reo f... "  F ifty -eigh t days prior to 
C ongress ' adopting this A m endm ent, it appropriated  governm ent land fo r public schools in the N orthw est 
Territories w ith the proviso:

Relig ion , m orality  and know ledge, being necessary  to good governm ent and the happiness o f m ankind, 
schools and the m eans o f  education  shall fo rever be en co u rag e d .14

Separation  o f church  and state w as orig inally  understood to preven t the fe d e ra l governm ent  from  in ter
fering w ith the free exercise  o f  religion by indiv iduals and churches. The First A m endm ent w as also  passed 
to prohib it establishm ent o f a national church , although not to in terfere w ith state-estab lished  churches, for 
six o f  the states still had established  churches at the tim e. O ne scholar noted that there is no historical 
ev idence that the First A m endm ent w as intended to preclude federal governm ent aid to relig ion  w hen it is 
provided on a nondiscrim inatory  b a s is .13

The w ords “separation o f  church  and state” are not found in the 1787 C onstitu tion  o r the 1789 Bill o f 
R ights. This phrase was not used until 1803 by T hom as Jefferson  in a letter to D anbury B aptist A ssociation 
and w as not recognized  as a significant constitu tional idea by the Suprem e C ourt until 1878.

T he idea that the church and relig ious activ ities  should be kept out o f  the public sphere d id  not gain 
legal support until 1947 w hen the Suprem e C ourt ruled that the estab lishm ent c lause m eant that "[n ]either 
a state nor the Federal governm ent . . . can pass law s w hich aid one re lig ion , aid all re lig ions, o r prefer 
one religion over an o th e r.” 16 T his in terpretation  w as applied  to prohib it public school p rayer and B ible 
reading in 1962 and 1963, the posting o f the T en C om m andm ents in 1980, and even silent p rayer in 1985.17 
Teaching  o f  evolution  w as p ro tec ted .IS H ow ever, the C ourt has thus far refused  to review  cases w hich 
challenged the teaching  o f  H um anism  in values and sex education  w hich conflic ted  w ith the theistic  beliefs 
o f  ch ildren and p a re n ts .19

A D istrict C ourt Judge in the recent case o f  Jaffree  v. Jam es. 544 F. Supp. 727 (1982), how ever, 
recognized the d iscrim ination  o f  the public schools against the C hristian  religion:

It is com m on know ledge that m iscellaneous doctrines such as evo lu tion , socia lism , com m unism , 
secularism , hum anism , and o ther concepts are advanced in the public schools. T eachers adhering 
to such tenents [sic] are m ore likely to expose the ir students to these ideas. R eading, teaching  or  
advancing  B ib lica l p rincip les, how ever, is s tric tly  proh ib ited . It is tim e to recognize  that the constitu 
tional defin ition  o f  religion encom passes m ore than C hristian ity  and p roh ib its  as w ell the establishm ent 
o f  a secu lar re lig ion .20
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A d d itio n a lly , a new  s tu d y  p e rfo rm ed  fo r  the N a tio n a l In s titu te  o f  E d u c a tio n  as an  o ff ic ia l g o v e rn m e n t 
study  d e m o n stra te s  the p rac tic e  o f  e x c lu d in g  th e is tic  re lig io n s  from  the  te x tb o o k s  in the  N a tio n 's  pu b lic
s c h o o ls .21

F o r e x am p le , in its rev iew  o f  the  socia l s tu d ie s  te x tb o o k s  in g ra d e s  1 th ro u g h  4 , the  s tu d y  n o ted  that:

(n |o t  one o f  the fo rty  b o o k s  in the s tu d y  had  on e  w o rd  o f  tex t th a t re fe rred  to  any  re lig io u s  a c tiv ity  
rep re sen ta tiv e  o f  c o n tem p o ra ry  A m erican  life . T h a t is n o  tex t re fe r re d  to  a n y  p r e s e n t d a y  A m e r ica n  
w ho  p ra ye d , o r  p a r tic ip a te d  in w o rsh ip  o r  in an y  o th e r  w ay  re p re sen te d  ac tiv e  re lig io u s  l i f e .22

T h e  a u th o r adds:

|t]h is  . . . s tro n g ly  su g g es ts  the p sy ch o lo g ica l in te rp re ta tio n  o f  the  m o tiv a tio n  beh ind  the  o b v io u s  
cen so rsh ip  o f  re lig io n  p resen t in th ese  bo o k s. V ery  b rie fly  th o se  re sp o n sib le  fo r these  b o o k s  a p p ea r 
to  h ave  the  d e e p -se a te d  f e a r  o f  a n y  fo r m  o f  a c tiv e  co n te m p o ra ry  C h ris tia n ity ,  e sp e c ia lly  se r io u s , 
c o m m itted  P ro te s ta n tism . T h is  fe a r has lead  the au th o rs  to  d en y  and  rep ress  the im p o rtan ce  o f  this 
k ind  o f  re lig io n  in A m erican  lif e .2'

In rev iew in g  socia l s tu d ie s ' tex ts  in g rad e s  I th ro u g h  6 , the  study  c o n clu d ed  that "there w as not one 
w ord  o r im age  in all the  socia l s tud ies  b ooks . . th a t re fe rred  in an y  w ay  to  the  p ow erfu l and  a c tiv e  w orld  
o f  co n tem p o ra ry  A m erican  P ro te s ta n tism ."24 T he  study  o f  e lev en th  and  tw e lfth  h is to ry  b o o k s , no ted  that 
" |tJh e re  w as not one book  that re co g n ized  the  m any  e va n g e lica l m o vem en ts  th ro u g h  U .S . h is to ry  s in ce  the 
co lon ia l p e r io d " 25

T he study  a lso  found  that o f  6 7 0  sto ries  and  a rtic le s  from  w id e ly -u sed  g rad e  th ree  and  six  read e rs , "(n ]o t 
one s to ry  o r a rtic le  in these  b ooks [used  to teach  read ing ] had  a re lig io u s  o r sp iritua l them e as cen tra l to  i t . " 26 

It concludes:

T hese  basic  readers are so w ritten  as to rep resen t a sys tem a tic  d e n ia l o f  the  h is to ry , herita g e , b e lie fs  
a n d  va lues  o f  a  very  large  segm en t o f  the A m erican  p e o p le .27

In certa in  lim ited  s itu a tio n s, the S up rem e C ourt has ru led  that pub lic  ed u ca tio n  m ay in te rfere  w ith the 
basic  re lig ious tenets in p rac tice  o f  a re lig ious  co m m unity . In W isconsin  v. Yoder, 4 0 6  U .S . 2 0 5 , 217-18 
(1972), no ted  above, the S uprem e C ourt held:

T he conclusion  is inescapab le  that secondary  sch o o lin g , by  ex p o sin g  A m ish  ch ild ren  to w orld ly  
in fluences in term s o f  a ttitu d es, goa ls  and values co n tra ry  to  b e lie fs , and  by substantiaU y in te rfering  
w ith  the re lig ious d e v elopm en t o f  the A m ish ch ild  and his in teg ra tion  in to  the w ay o f  life o f  the 
A m ish Faith  C om m unity  at the critica l ado lescen t stage o f  d e v e lo p m en t, con travenes  the basic  
re lig ious tenets and p rac tice  o f  the A m ish  fa ith , bo th  as to  the paren t and  the  ch ild .

T he  Suprem e C ourt has ru led  that such  in te rference  w as a v io la tion  o f  the p a ren ts ' and c h ild re n 's  free 
exercise  o f  re lig ion  under the First A m endm ent o f  the C onstitu tion . In the sam e case  the S uprem e C ourt noted:

A s ta te ’s in terest in universal ed u ca tio n , ho w ev er h igh ly  w e rank  it, is not to ta lly  free from  a 
ba lancing  p rocess w hen it infringes on fundam ental righ ts  and  in te res ts, such  as those spec ifica lly  
p ro tected  by the Free E xercise  C lause o f  the First A m endm en t and the trad itiona l in terest o f  p a ren ts  
with respect to the relig ious upbring ing  o f  the ir  ch ildren .

W isconsin  v. Yoder, 406  U .S . 205 . 214 (1972) (em phasis  added).

Y et. state and federal cou rts  have alm ost uniform ly  overlooked  the ir ob ligation  to p ro tec t against a ttacks 
o f  C hristian  beliefs and  censorsh ip  o f C hristian  h isto ry , con tribu tions and  role w hile the sam e tex tbooks 
and teacher m ateria ls advance that o f  o ther re lig ions and ph ilo soph ies. It is im perative  that C hristian  people 
pray to  G od and petition  school au thorities for equal p ro tection  o f  their ideas, history  and activ ities  in public 
sch o o ls .28

The P rotection o f  Pupil R ights A ct, 20 U .S .C . 1232h (1978), w as enacted  to pro tect ch ild ren  from  
psychological exam ination  o r treatm ent w hich requ ires the pupil to reveal inform ation  concern ing  ‘political 
a ffilia tio n s,"  “sex behav ior and a ttitu d e s,” "m ental and psychological p rob lem s potentia lly  em barrassing  to 
the student o r his fam ily ,"  o r critical appraisa ls  “o f  behav io r and a ttitudes w ith fam ily m em bers"  w ithout 
"the p rior w ritten consent o f the p a re n t."24

H ow ever, if  the o ffensive m aterial is not a psychological exam ination  o r treatm ent, but a public school 
textbook o r teaching m ethod , then the parent m ust rely upon the w illingness o f  the public school teacher 
o r principal to m ake an exception  for his child  and to excuse him  from  exposure  from  the m aterial. If  the
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school authorities do  not perm it the child  to be excused , then the pa ren ts ' next recourse  is to appeal to the 
board o f  education  o f that city o r county  o r to the courts , as parents did recently  in the case  o f  G rove  v. 
M ead Schoo l D istrict. 753 F .2d  1528 (9th C ir. 1985). In this case , how ever, the N inth C ircu it held that the 
C onstitu tion  does not protect individuals from  being re lig iously  offended  by w hat the governm ent does, 
even though the C ourt acknow ledged that o ffensive m aterial "generally  dcn igates the figure o f Jesus and 
casts doubt upon m uch fundam entalist doctrine  — from  the efficacy  o f  p rayer to the inherency o f Scripture 
and benevolence o f G o d ."  Id. at 1541 O n appeal, the Suprem e C ourt denied  certiorari and refused to review  
the low er court d e c i s i o n . S o m e  believe that because o f  the hostility  o f public schools to theistic  ideas. 
C hristian parents should rem ove their ch ildren  from  the public school system . Psalm s 1:2-3.

A favorable Suprem e C ourt decision  to protect the beliefs o f C hristian  children  in public schools is 
g reatly  needed. Prayer and financial support should be d irected  to cases as M ozert. referred  to  above, and 
to the case o f Sm ith  v. B oard  o f  S choo l C om m issioners o f  M obile  C ounty , successor to the Ja ffree  case. 
Here 624 parents, teachers and students are asking Judge B revard H and to prohibit the establishm ent o f 
H u m a n ism '1 in the public school curricu lum  and to protect their ch ildren  against the censorsh ip  o f tex tbooks 
as to the ex istence, h istory , role and con tribu tions o f  C hristian ity .

T he last a lternative for a C hristian  parent is to  instruct his child  to refuse to study the offensive m aterials 
regardless o f the consequences to the ch ild 's  g rades o r to w ithdraw  the child  from  the public school and to 
enroll him  in a C hristian school o r hom e school d iscussed  above. If  a parent cannot afford this op tion , the 
church is responsib le to help a parent obey G od. A cts 2:45.

C O N C L U S IO N

Scripture clearly  requires that C hristian parents train  their ch ildren  to  know  and follow  G od. D euteronom y 
6 :6-9 , Proverbs 22:6, Ephesians 6 :3-4 . T he parent is personally  responsib le  for th is , a lthough he m ay ask 
o thers to help  h im . as the church. Ezra 10:1. H ow ever, a parent m ay not ask an individual to  teach  his 
ch ildren w here the parent does not have authority  over the content o f w hat is taught. W here a parent allow s 
an individual to teach ungodly o r unbiblical ideas to his ch ild , he vio lates Scrip ture. Proverbs 1:8-33, Isaiah 
8:16-20. T hus, a parent m ust determ ine how  he can best follow  G od in educating  his ch ildren . T he choices 
before him  are hom e schools, church  schools, private independent schools o r state schools. Parents must 
choose the educational system  that will best enable them  to fulfill their duty before G od. C hurches and 
p resbyteries should consider supporting  C hristian  and hom e schools (w here parents cannot afford these 
alternatives) and effo rts  to end the hostility  tow ard  the C hristian  faith and the censorsh ip  o f C h ris tian ity 's  
ex istence, con tribu tions and history from  public school tex tbooks.
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d. M an, through the use o f h is scientific  reason , will save him self.

PR O P R IE T Y  O F T H E  C H R IS T IA N ’S D IS O B E D IE N C E  T O  T H E  C IV IL  
M A G IS T R A T E  IN T H E  A B O R T IO N  C O N T R O V E R SY

T he Issue. E vangelical C hristians in A m erica , in increasing  num bers, have been expressing  their 
opposition to abortion and the current law  in A m erica  w hich perm its and pro tects that p ractice, by open 
violation o f the civil law . Som e m em bers o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , both lay and c le rgy , have 
jo ined  ranks with m em bers o f  o ther denom inations in both legal and illegal pro tests at abortion  c lin ic s .1

Som e o f  these pro tests have included illegal pickets at abortion  c lin ics, “ s it-in s ,"  o r sim ilar actions. The 
scope o f  this co m m ittee 's  w ork is lim ited to a d iscussion  o f such non-vio lent actions. The open confrontation  
which takes place betw een the pro tester and the abortion  clin ic personnel o r local police force is an expected 
and usual result. T his confrontation  often results in the arrest, p rosecution  and conv iction  o f the protester.

The C hristian who undertakes this kind o f pro test finds h im se lf in the strained position o f intentionally  
confronting  and resisting the civil m agistrate and governm ent. T he C hristian  who protests in this way 
typically  is an o therw ise law -abid ing  c itizen  who desires to prom ote respect for the civil o rder, and who 
loves a peaceful, w ell-ordered  society . But he is also a person w ho feels conscience-stricken  regarding the 
issue o f abortion  and believes, on the basis o f Scrip tu re , that the act o f abortion  is a direct and im m ediate 
violation o f  the Sixth C om m andm ent, “Thou shalt not k ill."  The Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  has 
em phatically  adopted this position:

We cannot stress too  strongly ou r au thority  in this m atter. G od in H is W ord speaks o f  the unborn
child  as a person and treats him  as such , and so m ust we. The B ible teaches the sanctity  o f life,
and so must we. The B ible , especially  in the Sixth C om m andm ent, g ives concrete p rotection  to that 
life w hich bears the im age o f  G od. W e m ust uphold  that c o m m an d m en t.'

But while the constituency o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica may be clearly  united in their opposition 
to abortion , i .e . ,  that the act o f abortion is a v iolation o f the Sixth C om m andm ent, they are by no m eans 
o f one mind on the issue o f  d isobedience to the c ivil m agistrate in the abortion  con troversy . Like the 
"underground ra ilw ay” issue in the slavery controversy  m ore than a century  age a g o ,1 the internal conflict 
sharply d ivides m em bers o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica , som etim es even w ithin ou r local churches. 
T hus, in one o f  our p resby teries, in the Spring o f  1985, we find a Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica pastor 
and m em bers o f  his church refusing to leave the parking  lot o f an abortion  c lin ic , w hile a m em ber o f  another 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica church in the sam e p re sb y te ry -th e  ch ie f o f the county  policy fo rce—ordered , 
directed and presided over their arrest and im prisonm en t.4 And w here political conservatism  is prevalent 
in the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica , tw o current them es o f  that conservatism  com e into apparent conflict: 
law and order, on the one hand , and open resistance to the laws w hich pro tect the right o f abortion , on the other.

R ecognizing the need for som e gu idelines, then , in this area , and being conv inced  that C hristians w ithin 
the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica  on both sides o f the issue desire to speak and act on the m atter in a 
way consonant with Scrip tu re , your com m ittee  has attem pted  to bring  Scrip tural princip les to bear on these 
questions: W hat are the broad Scriptural princip les regarding  subm ission  to  the civil m agistra te?  W hat 
exam ples o r teaching  can be found in Scripture w here d isobed ience to the c ivil governm ent w as approved 
o r required? Is resistance to abortion through d isobedience to the civil law an area  w here the C hristian may 
disobey the law ? W hat guidelines or safeguards should the C hristian  adhere to if he is c iv illy  d isobedient?

Scriptural Prin cip les. D iscussions regarding  the C h ris tian 's  responsibility  to  the civil governm ent 
inevitably begin w ith a look at tw o o f the m ore obv ious texts on the subject: R om ans 13:1-7 and I Peter 
2 :13-17. Both texts deal specifically  with the issue o f  subm ission  to the c iv il au thorities , and both w ere 
w ritten to C hristians w ho w ere living their day-to-day lives under a pagan civil governm ent. T hese passages 
m ake it c lear (a) that civil governm ent is estab lished  by G od , (b) that G od estab lishes civil governm ent to 
prom ote good and punish ev il, (c) that the civil m ag istra te, in his govern ing  function , is G o d 's  servant, (d) 
that therefore the C hristian m ust subm it to the civil m agistrate in his governing function , (e) that rebellion
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against the civil order is rebellion against G od and results in judgm en t. In short, the C hristian  has a high 
duty to respect and obey the civil law , not because governm ent is in trinsically  good o r right, but because 
the child  o f  G od m ust obey G od w ho  ordained  governm ent, even  pagan governm ent, for H is glory  and our 
:Ood. (See also T itus 3:1 and I T im othy 2 :1 ,2 ).

T h e  C h ris tian 's  responsib ility  to subm it to o r obey the civil m agistra te, like all o ther “ lateral du ties  in 
Scripture, arises out o f  his duty to obey G od. S im ilarly , ch ildren  are to obey parents "in  the L ord ;” slaves 
•ire to obey their m asters out o f obedience to C hrist; the w ife is to subm it to her husband as to  the Lord; 
the husband is to love his w ife as C hrist loves the church  (E phesians 5 :22-6:9). W e pay taxes and we also 
tithe not because we answ er to tw o u ltim ate au thorities but because it is K ing Jesus w ho has to ld  us to  do 
both (Luke 20:20-26 and R om ans 13:6, 7). T he C hristian  has but one L ord—he answ ers to on ly  one u ltim ate 
authority .

It is clear, therefore , that the authority  o f ano ther hum an being  o r institu tion  is not in trinsic, and thus 
not absolu te. If  obedience to any hum an authority  requires d isobed ience to G od , then a child  m ust disobey 
his parent, a w ife m ust refuse to subm it to her husband , and a servant cannot follow  his m aster 's  orders. 
N or can the C hristian c itizen  com ply w ith an o rder from  the c ivil m agistrate w hich requires d isobedience 
to G o d 's  com m ands. Scripture itse lf reveals num erous incidents w here this princip le w as at w ork , som e o f 
the m ore outstanding  exam ples o f  w hich are:

(a) T he H ebrew  M idw ives, under orders to kill boy babies bom  to H ebrew  w om en, ra ther “ feared God 
and did not do  w hat the k ing o f  E gypt had told them  to d o ,” but saved the babies a live , and in fact m isled 
Pharoah about w hat they had done. For this they received  not the condem nation  o f  G od but His blessing: 
" ...b ec a u se  the m idw ives feared G od, He gave them  fam ilies o f their ow n” (E xodus 1:15-22). L ikew ise, 
M oses’ parents, w ho v iolated the sam e law by hid ing  their ch ild  from  the c iv il au thorities , en joy  distinction  
in the faith “hall o f  fam e” because “they w ere not afraid o f the k in g 's  ed ic t” (H ebrew s 11:23).

(b) Rahab the prostitu te is also listed as one o f  the heroes o f faith (H ebrew s 11:31) specifically  for 
hiding the Israelite spies in direct d isobedience to the king  o f  Je r ich o ’s com m and . She also  deceived  the 
king and surreptitiously  delivered  the spies to  safety (Joshua 2). B ecause o f  her d isobedience to the civil 
m agistrate, she and all her fam ily w ere spared destruction  and judgm en t (Joshua 6 :17b , 25).

(c) W hen A hab and Jezebel, king and queen o f  Israel, issued death w arrants for E lijah and o thers o f 
the L o rd 's  p rophets, O bad iah , w ho had been given charge o f  the k in g 's  palace , appears as a "devout believer 
in the L o rd .” He hid one hundred o f  the L o rd 's  prophets in tw o  caves, to pro tect them  from  the s ta te ’s 
pow er (I K ings 18:1-15).

(d) Tw o accounts in the book o f  D aniel provide us w ith som e o f  the m ost im portant B iblical data  
concerning the relationship  o f  the child  o f G od to the state. T he first is the story o f  Shadrach, M eshach 
and A b e d n eg o -a ll governm ent o fficials  in B abylon under K ing N ebuchadnezzar. They w ere com m anded 
by the civil m agistrate to disobey the G od o f Israel: to fall dow n and w orship  a golden  im age, N ebuchad 
n e zza r's  sym bol o f state sovereignty . T he king w as requiring  them  to  perfo rm  an a d  w hich w as ac tively  
disobedient to  the G od o f  Israel. T heir refusal, o f  cou rse , resu lted  in im m ediate p rosecution  and the death 
sentence, from  w hich G od m iraculously delivered  them  (D aniel 3). By w ay o f  con trast, the story o f  D an ie l 's  
confrontation  w ith K ing D arius in chap ter 6 d isp lays the o ther side o f the principle: D aniel w as com m anded 
by the governm ent to  cease  praying to  the G od o f  Israel; i .e . ,  to om it to  p erfo rm  an ac t w hich was required  
by  the G od o f Israel. He w as required  by civil law  to sin by om ission; his three friends had been required 
to sin by com m ission . B ut w hether the civil law  required  "w ant o f  conform ity  un to” o r “ transgression  o f ’ 
the law o f G od, the answ er o f  the child  o f G od is the sam e: G o d 's  com m and is superio r and m ust be obeyed.

(e) Peter and the apostles ' d ispute w ith the S anhedrin  (A cts 5 :17-42) w as o f  the sam e genre as the 
D aniel-D arius crisis. The apostles w ere com m anded  to desist from  their peace-d istu rb ing  preaching. Though 
they had been ja iled  and w ere under strict orders not to  preach and teach  in the nam e o f  Jesus, Peter and 
the apostles boldly responded: “we m ust obey G od ra ther than m en!” (A cts 5:29b). Like D aniel, they could 
not neg lect positive duty required o f  them  by G od even though the civil m agistrate outlaw ed their actions.

John C alv in , in the Institu tes o f  the C hristian R elig ion  (B ook IV , C hap ter 20), clearly  sets forth  the 
div ine institution and support o f  the civil m agistra te, and the C h ris tian 's  high du ty  to  respect and obey even 
unw orthy o r evil rulers (IV , 20 . 1-31). But C alvin  ends that discussion  w ith the follow ing words:

But in the obedience w hich we have show n to be due to the authority  o f  governors, it is alw ays 
necessary to m ake one excep tion , and that is en titled  to ou r first a tte n tio n -th a t it do  not seduce us 
from  obedience to him  to w hose will the desires o f all k ings ought to be subject, to w hose decrees 
all their com m ands ought to yield , to w hose m ajesty all their scepters ought to subm it. A nd. indeed, 
how  preposterous it w ould be for us, with a view  to satisfy m en, to incur the d isp leasure  o f  him  on 
whose account we yield obedience to men! T he Lord , therefo re , is the K ing o f  kings; w ho, when 
he has opened his sacred m outh , is to be heard a lone, above all, for a ll, and before all; in the next 
p lace, we are subject to those men w ho preside over us, but not o therw ise  than in him . / /  they  
com m and  anyth ing  aga inst him , it ough t not to have the least a ttention , nor, in this case, ough t ire
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to  pay  any regard  to a ll that d ign ity  a ttached  to m agistra tes, to  w hich no in jury  is done  w hen it is 
subjected  to the unriva led  an d  suprem e p o w er  o f  G o d . .. (A]s if G od had resigned his right to  mortal 
m en w hen he m ade them  ru lers o f m ankind, o r as if earth ly  pow er w ere d im inished by being 
subordinated  to its au thor before w hom  even the p rincipalities o f heaven trem ble w ith aw e. I know  
w hat great and present d anger aw aits this constancy , for k ings cannot bear to be d isregarded w ithout 
the greatest indignation; and “ the w rath o f a k in g ,” says S olom on, " is  as m essengers o f d eath” (Prov. 
16:14). But since this ed ic t has been proclaim ed  by that celestia l herald , Pe te r, “W e ought to  obey 
G od ra ther than m en ,"  (A cts 5 :29)—let us console  ourselves w ith this though t, that we truly perform  
the obedience w ith this thought, that we truly perform  the obedience w hich G od requires o f  us w hen 
we suffer anything  ra ther than deviate from  piety. And that ou r hearts m ay not fail us, Paul stim ulates 
us with another c o n sid e ra tio n -th a t C hrist has redeem ed  us at the im m ense price w hich our redem ption  
cost him , that we m ay not be subm issive to the corrupt desires o f  m en. m uch less be slaves to their 
im piety (I C or. 7 :2 3 ).5 (E m phasis added).

In sum m ary. Scripture teaches that the child  o f  G od has a high duty to obey the c iv il law . T hat duty  
arises out o f his duty  to obey G od. W here the civil law  requires the C hristian  to d isobey the com m ands o f  
S crip ture, e ither through a sin o f com m ission  o r om ission , the C hristian  m ust reject that provision  o f the 
civil law . He has only one G od; he m ust obey H im  rather than m e n /’

A pplication  o f  B iblical P rin cip les to  th e A bortion  C ontroversy . T he 1973 U nited S tates Suprem e 
C ourt decision  o f R oe v. W ade7 legalized abortion  on dem and  in this coun try , as a m atter o f constitu tional 
law . The C ourt held that the U nited  S tates C onstitu tion  im plies a "righ t to privacy" w hich g ives every 
pregnant w om an in A m erica the freedom , in consu ltation  w ith her doc to r, to choose to  destroy  her p re-bom  
infant. B etw een 1973 and 1985. it is estim ated  that over 18 m illion abortions had been obtained  in the 
United S tates under the guidelines o f the Roe  v. W ade  decision .

N either R oe  v. W ade  nor any o ther know n law  in the U nited S tates requires any person to ob tain  an 
abortion , o r to participate in the abortion  procedure . T herefo re , curren t law does not m ake the sin o f  abortion 
obligatory upon the C hristian . The C hristian  in A m erica  today is not faced precisely  w ith the Shadrach , 
M eshach and A bednego kind o f crisis. T he state has guaranteed  to the citizenry  generally  that abortion  is 
perm issib le, but the state has required  it o f  no one. H ow , then , does a C hristian  ju stify  d isobed ience to the 
civil m agistrate at the abortion  clin ic?

The C hristian abortion protester blocks the doorw ay  at the abortion  clinic out o f  a deep  sense o f  C hristian 
duty. He is w illing to a ttem pt to forbid en trance o f a pregnant w om an to an abortion  c lin ic , even  to the 
extent o f v io lating the law , in o rder to save the c h ild 's  life. He feels the need to intervene on behalf o f the 
child . His purpose in blocking  the doorw ay is not prim arily  o r essentially  for public ity , nor to w ork a change 
in the law , nor to im pose his m oral code on the m other o r docto r involved. R ather, he believes it is his 
duty  to do  w hat he can to protect and preserve the life o f  the unborn  child  w ho is only m om ents aw ay from 
death. In this regard , his action is substantially  identical with that o f  the Hebrew  m idw ives. U nlike the 
Suprem e C ourt, but like the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , he believes the unborn  child  to be a person. 
He believes that this person has a right to expec t a help ing  hand in his tim e o f need.

H is sense o f duty in this regard derives from  the positive duty im plicit in the Sixth C om m andm ent, 
"thou shalt not k ill .” T his is the duty  to protect and preserve ou r ow n lives and the lives o f our neighbors, 
c learly  set forth in both the L arger  and Shorter C a tech ism s .* It is also  the duty w hich Jesus taught in the 
parable o f  the G ood Sam aritan (L uke 10:25-37) and w hich M oses sum m arized  as “ Love your neighbor as 
y o u rs e lf ' (Lev. 19:18 and M t. 22:39). T he C hristian  w ho attem pts to put h im self betw een the pregnant 
w om an and the abortionist does so in a direct attem pt to  pro tect and preserve the life o f the unborn ch ild , 
his neighbor. It is the duty m ost succintly  sum m arized  by Jesus in the Serm on on the M ount: "In everyth ing , 
do  to o thers w hat you w ould have them  do to y ou , for this sum s up the Law and the P rophets" (M t. 7 :12).

It should be noted that G o d 's  people have a high duty  to  defend , p ro tect, and support the innocent, the 
w idow , the w eak, and the orphan (M k. 12:40, Isa. 1:16-20, Ex. 22 :22 . M icah 6:8 and I T hess. 5 :5 . 22). 
T his duty could exclude the unborn child  only  to the ex ten t that the unborn  child  is excluded  from  personhood. 
The duty is specifically  em phasized  in Proverbs 24:11, 12:

Rescue those being led aw ay to death; hold back those staggering  tow ard  slaughter. If you say , "B ut 
we knew  nothing about th is ,"  does not he w ho  w eighs the heart perceive it?  D oes not he w ho guards 
your life know  it? W ill he not repay each  person according  to  w hat he has done? (N IV )

It is crucial to note at this point that the duty  w hich the C hristian  has to  pro tect the physical w ell-being  
(especially  the life) o f  his neighbor, is really a duty w hich good governm ent o therw ise  should undertake 
through keeping the peace (I T im . 2 :1 , 2 and R om ans 13). In teresting ly , P au l's  d iscussion  in R om ans 13 
on civil governm ent is all w ithin the context o f  love (R om ans 12:9-21 and 13:8-10); Paul c loses this 
discussion  with these words: "L ove does no harm  to its neighbor. T herefore  love is the fulfillm ent o f the
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law " (R om ans 13:10). C ivil governm ent, established  by G od , is m eant to w ork in generally  the sam e 
d irection as the law o f love; w hen, as under current abortion  law s, the civil law  punishes those w ho protect 
the helpless from  death , the civil au thority  is (to that ex tent) at w ar w ith itse lf and w ith  G od , having denied 
the basic foundation o f law  itself.

A ssum ing that a m oral duty  ex ists, then , tow ard the unborn ch ild , i .e . ,  that the C hristian has the sam e 
duty to love him  and to protect his life as the C hristian  ow es to bom  children  o r adults, the C hristian  is 
not absolved o f that duty w hen the civil law tells him  that he cannot pro tect the unborn ch ild 's  life The 
C hristian abortion pro tester sees neglect o f  the duty  to  pro tect the helpless unborn as constitu ting  neglect 
o f duty to G od.

It should be noted that m any evils exist in m odem  society  and governm ent, and that the C h ris tian 's  
opposition to o ther evils does not necessarily  ju stify  v io lation o f the civil law . For exam ple, evils such as 
d ivorce or pornography should also be opposed , but direct in tervention  involving d isobedience to the civil 
law  would not be w arranted. But several aspects o f  abortion  m ake it unique: (1) every  abortion  involves 
the in tentional, prem editated taking o f a hum an b e in g 's  life; (2) the consequences o f the act o f  abortion  are 
im m ediate and irretrievable; and (3) the act o f abortion  a lw ays involves a help less, non-consenting  victim . 
Furtherm ore, it should be re-em phasized  that d isobedience to the civil law in opposing  abortion  is not 
prim arily to com pel the pregnant w om an o r the docto r to lives o f  ho liness, but ra ther to save the life o f  the child .

C o n c lu sio n . W ithout question , the abortion con troversy  in the U nited S tates today has brought the 
C hristian into direct conflict w ith the state. W here the C hristian openly resists the state through his attem pt 
to intervene for the life o f an unborn ch ild , his act o f d isobed ience to the civil law seem s clearly  justifiab le  
on the basis o f Scripture. C hristians w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica w ho, a fter carefu l study o f 
the Scriptures and prayer, believe that they m ust personally  intervene for the unborn child  and thus violate 
the civil law , should have the concerned support o f the body o f believers. H ow ever, certa in  cautions should 
be borne in mind:

1. R ecognizing that God has ordained all civil governm ent, the participant should m aintain a generally  
high respect for the civil law and the m agistrate. W hile particu lar acts o f non-vio lent civil d isobedience 
m ight be necessary to fulfill C hristian duty , the C hristian still m ust recognize that not all governm ent or 
law is thus to be disrespected  or dem eaned (R om ans 13 and I Peter 2).

2. The C hristian w ho vio lates the law w ithin the confines o f this issue m ust rem em ber that m any fellow  
C hristians will disagree; uncertainty and am biguity  usually surround any acts o f civil d isobed ience. The 
C hristian should act with hum ility , out o f a sense o f  duty  ra ther than superio rity , and should refrain from 
harsh judgm ent o f  brothers and sisters w ho stop short o f vio lation  o f  the law.

3. W henever the C hristian stands in direct opposition  to ev il, as in the present con troversy , it is essential 
that he rem em ber that "our struggle is not against flesh and b lood , but against the ru lers, against the 
authorities, against the pow ers o f this dark w orld and against the spiritual forces evil in the heavenly realm s” 
(Eph. 6:12). B ecause the battle is spiritual at its roots, all acts o f resistance to the civil m agistrate m ust be 
supported by m uch prayer, recognizing  that u ltim ate victory on the abortion  crisis, as in any issue, will be 
a result not o f  our w ork but o f G o d 's  grace in answ er to the prayers o f  his saints.
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APPENDIX V

RULES FOR ASSEMBLY OPERATIONS 
As Amended by the Thirteenth General Assembly

I. O rganization  o f  a G eneral A ssem bly 's  M eeting
1-1 The G eneral A ssem bly shall be called to order at the designated  tim e by the M oderator, and shall begin 
with a w orship service, including a season o f p rayer, a serm on o r exhorta tion  by the retiring M oderator, 
and the celebration o f the L o rd 's  Supper
1-2 T he S tated C lerk shall present a report on the enro llm ent o f C om m issioners, and declare if  a quorum  
is present. If it is p resent, then the A ssem bly shall be declared  to be properly  constitu ted  for the transaction 
o f  business.
1-3 T he first order o f  business shall be the election  o f  a M oderator. There shall be only  one nom inating  
speech not to exceed five m inutes for each  nom inee. N o seconding speeches shall be perm itted .
1-4 If m ore than one C om m issioner is nom inated , election  shall be by ballo t, on ballots provided by the 
Stated C lerk. Tellers appointed by the S tated C lerk  shall gather and count the ballo ts , and report the 
tabulation to the S tated C lerk. If no nom inee receives a m ajority  o f  the votes cast, a second ballo t shall be 
called on the tw o nom inees w ho received the highest num ber o f  votes on the first ballo t. The M oderator 
shall declare an election  w hen a nom inee receives a m ajority  o f the votes cast by the com m issioners present 
and voting
1-5 As soon as a M oderator shall have been  declared  elected  he shall assum e his constitu tional duties as 
M oderator.
II. T he M oderator
2-1 The M oderator shall preside at all sessions o f the A ssem bly except when he m ay invite another 
C om m issioner to act tem porarily  as the p resid ing  officer.
2-2 The M oderator shall call the succeeding  A ssem bly  to order and preside over its sessions until a successor 
has been elected . O rdinarily  he shall present a re tiring  M oderato r 's  serm on o r exhorta tion . If the M oderator 
is unable to act, the Stated C lerk shall call the A ssem bly to order and preside over its sessions until a 
M oderator has been elected.
III. T he Stated C lerk
3-1 The S tated C lerk shall be elected  in connection  w ith the annual report o f the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  
w hich shall present a nom ination . It is understood that further nom inations are in o rder. A new Stated  C lerk 
shall assum e office at the end o f  the A ssem bly  m eeting , o r at such tim e thereafte r as designated  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly.
3-2 The S tated C lerk shall perform  the duties assigned by the Book o f  C hurch O rder  and by the S tanding 
R ules o f the A ssem bly , and such o ther duties as are assigned by action o f the A ssem bly . T he Stated  C lerk 
shall adm in ister these duties under supervision  o f the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .
3-3  The Stated C lerk shall prepare and d istribu te , with the cooperation  o f the C om m ittee  for C hristian 
Education and Publications, a H undhook fo r  C om m issioners  p rio r to the m eeting  o f the A ssem bly to all 
com m issioners. This H undhook  shall be m ailed so as to reach com m issioners one m onth p rio r to the 
convening o f  the A ssem bly . Item s received  too late for inclusion in the H andbook  shall be m ailed to 
com m issioners in the form  o f a supp lem ent, if  possib le , o r be d istributed  to them  at the tim e o f registration .
3-4  The Stated C lerk  shall assem ble the item s o f business to com e before the A ssem bly  and refer each  item  
to the proper C om m ittee . If the C lerk has questions regarding reference, he is to consult with the C om m ittee 
on Judicial B usiness before m aking reference.
3-5 The Stated C lerk shall keep  the M inutes  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly. He shall publish  them  annually  with 
statistical reports o f the C hurch  and reports o f  the agencies o f  the A ssem bly , and give certified  extracts 
therefrom  w hen the business o f the A ssem bly requires. He shall prepare and supervise the prin ting  o f the 
M inutes  in cooperation  w ith the C om m ittee  for C hristian Education  and Publications. T he costs shall be 
borne by the G eneral A ssem bly.
3-6 The Stated C lerk shall have the privilege o f  the floor in all m atters perta in ing  to his o ffice , shall have 
the privilege o f  the floor to present necessary inform ation  on business before the m eeting concerning  the 
work and report o f  any com m ittee on w hich he serves, and at such tim es w hen the M oderator, the C oordinators. 
C hairm en o f A ssem bly C om m ittees (or the ir designated  representa tives), o r any com m issioner m ay request 
that he clarify  m atters before the court.
3-7 The Stated C lerk shall be an ex o fficio  m em ber o f the C om m ittee  on In terchurch  R elations, and shall 
serve as a m em ber o f, or an advisory m em ber o f, any such o ther com m ittees as the G eneral A ssem bly  may 
direct.
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3-8 The Stated C lerk  shall be the parliam entarian  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and shall be assisted  in this by 
assistan t parliam entarian(s) as appointed  by the M oderator.
IV. T he A ssem bly A rrangem ents
4-1 That the follow ing guidelines for d isp lays at the A ssem bly  be observed: Subject to space availab le , 
priorities for exhib itors will be as follows:

a. C om m ittees o f the P reshyterian C hurch  in A m erica , including agencies o r institu tions w ith  w hich 
they have form ally , through their m inutes, estab lished  a w orking re la tionship .

b. A gencies o r institutions w ith w hich the G eneral A ssem bly , through its m inutes has estab lished  a 
w orking relationship .

c. A gencies and institutions w hich in the opin ion  o f  the C om m ittee  on A rrangem ents have ob jec tives, 
polic ies, o r program s in general conform ity  w ith those o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica.

d. A disclaim er statem ent should be printed in the G eneral A ssem bly  D ocket d istribu ted  to all C om m is
sioners, stating in effect that perm ission granted  to place an exh ib it does not m ean the P resbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica necessarily  fully endorses the e x h ib ito r’s product, serv ices, o r ob jectives. These 
guidelines are to serve as the ord inary  guidelines. If  the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  feels that an 
exception  m ust be m ade, it has the authority  to do  so , and is to report such actions and the reasons 
to the next A ssem bly.

4-2 A b rie f w orship service shall be included in each m orning  session.
4 -3  T he first order o f the day , except the opening day , at the beginning  o f the business session , and during 
the day as m ay be necessary , shall be the presentation  o f a docket listing the business w hich is to be 
considered  that day.
4 -4  The local G eneral A ssem bly A rrangem ents C om m ittee  m ay fix a su itable registra tion  fee, subject to 
the approval o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistration.
V. C om m u nication s and O vertures
5-1 A com m unication  to the G eneral A ssem bly is form al correspondence received  by the S tated C lerk  from  
other churches, from  in terchurch  agencies to w hich this C hurch m ay be related , from  com m ittees o f this 
C hurch on m atters w hich can not be included in regu lar reports , and from  organ ized  bodies outside the 
C hurch p roper having business w ith the G eneral A ssem bly .
5-2 O rd inarily , com m unications from  individuals shall not be received  by the G eneral A ssem bly , unless 
they orig inate with persons who have no o ther access to the A ssem bly . If the A ssem bly  desires to receive 
and consider any such com m unications, o ther than as info rm ation , the Stated  C lerk shall recom m end 
reference to the p roper A ssem bly  C om m ittee . L etters, te legram s, o r te lephone calls from  com m unican ts  or 
congregations o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica are not p roper com m unications, and are not to be 
received by the A ssem bly.
5-3  T he Stated C lerk shall recom m end to the A ssem bly reference for all p roper com m unications.
5-4 An overture  ordinarily  is the request o f  a p resbytery  for action by the G eneral A ssem bly  upon a specific 
m atter.
5-5 Upon receipt the S tated C lerk  shall refer to the Perm anent C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness all overtures 
requesting am endm ent o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  o r in terpretation  thereo f by the G eneral A ssem bly  and 
all com plain ts, appeals, o r references from  low er courts. All o ther overtures shall be referred  by the C lerk 
to the appropriate C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners. All overtures shall be printed in the H andbook  w ith 
reference for consideration  indicated.
5-6 All overtures requiring references to the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness shall be delivered  by at least 
sixty (60) days prior to the opening  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  to the S tated C lerk  in o rder to be referred to 
the C om m ittee . N o overture requiring reference to the Perm anent C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness received 
later than sixty (60) days p rior to the opening o f the G eneral A ssem bly  by the S tated C lerk  shall be referred 
o r considered  by the G eneral A ssem bly convening in that year.
5-7 All o ther overtures shall be delivered  to the S tated  C lerk  at least ninety  (90) days p rio r to the opening  
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  in order to be included in the H andbook  for the next m eeting o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly. O vertures received  after the H andbook  is p rin ted , and at least one (1) m onth (31 days) p rio r to 
the opening  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be reported  to the A ssem bly  by the Stated C lerk , toge ther with 
reference. N o overtures received by the Stated C lerk less than one m onth prior to the opening  o f  the m eeting 
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly shall be referred to o r considered  by the G eneral A ssem bly convening in that year. 
N o bill o r overture shall be accepted  for consideration  upon the floor o f  G eneral A ssem bly  subsequent to 
the final published date set by the Stated C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly  for publication o f  the C o m m issioner's  
H andbook  fo r the G eneral A ssem bly unless said m atter receive 2/3 vote o f  the assem bled com m issioners.
5-8 No overture  will be considered  by the G eneral A ssem bly until it first has been presen ted  to a presbytery . 
If approved by the p resbytery , it w ill com e before the A ssem bly  as the overture  o f  that court. An overture  
requested by an individual com m unican t, a teaching  e lder, o r  a session , but rejected  by the presby tery , may 
be presented to the A ssem bly , provided the fact that it w as rejected  by the p resbytery  is clearly  stated  with 
the overture.
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V I. R eports to  the G eneral A ssem bly
6-1 T he B oard o f  D irectors, the Perm anent C om m ittees, A d Interim  C om m ittees, and all o ther agencies o f 
the A ssem bly  shall m ake annual reports , w hich shall be transm itted  to the S tated  C lerk  by at least ninety 
(90) days p rior to the open ing  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . These reports shall be referred  to  the p roper 
C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners by the C lerk .
6 -2  Any report requesting  am endm ents to the C onstitu tion  o f  the PC A  shall be referred  to the Perm anent 
C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness for its recom m endation .
V II. N ew  B usiness
7-1 Any m atter p resented  in any form  w hich has not been received  by the S tated  C lerk  p rio r to  the opening 
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly shall be treated  as new  business.
7 -2  N ew  business m ust be presented to the A ssem bly  before the close o f the second day o f business.
7-3 All new  business p resented  by m em bers o f the court m ust be in w ritten form , and if  received  shall be 
referred  to the p roper C om m ittee o f C om m issioners.
7-4 T he C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness shall be availab le  as a reference com m ittee , to assist the C lerk  in 
referring  all new  business com ing to  the A ssem bly .
7-5 The appropriate com m ittee  shall receive and consider all such references, deliberate  and report to the 
A ssem bly in com pliance w ith the directions o f  these Rules.
7 -6  T he C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness shall serve as a C onstitu tional C om m ittee . All m atters introduced 
as new  business, if received, and touch ing  on constitu tional m atters, including requested  ru lings by the 
M oderato r on questions o f  order involving constitu tional questions, shall be referred  in w riting  to  the 
C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness for consideration .
7-7 The C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness shall consider each  such constitu tional m atter referred  to it, and 
m ake recom m endation  directly  to the A ssem bly.
V U I.C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners
8-1 All business shall ordinarily  com e to the floor o f  the A ssem bly for final action through C om m ittees o f 
C om m issioners, except reports o f The C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontro l and A d Interim  C om m ittees, 
w hich shall report d irectly  to the A ssem bly . T he fo llow ing  C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners shall handle  the 
m atters indicated:

R eports o f  O vertu res, C om m ittees, R esolu tions or C om m u nication s
1. A dm inistration Perm anent C om m ittee T ouch ing  A dm in istra tive  m atters
2. B ills and O vertures O f G eneral nature
3. C hristian  Education Perm anent C om m ittee T ouch ing  C hristian  Education

and Publications Publications
4. C ovenan t C ollege T rustees T ouch ing  C ovenant C ollege
5. C ovenan t Sem inary T rustees T ouch ing  C ovenant Sem inary
6. Insurance & annuities Trustees T ouch ing  insurance & A nnuities
7. Interchurch Relations Perm anent C om m ittee Touch ing  com ity , cooperation  

relations to o ther churches
8. Judicial B usiness Perm anent C om m ittee T ouch ing  C onstitu tion
9. M ission to N orth Am Perm anent C om m ittee T ouch ing  hom e m issions

10. M ission to the W orld Perm anent C om m ittee T ouch ing  w orld m issions
11. PCA Foundation T rustees T ouch ing  PCA  Foundation
12. R idge H aven T rustees T ouch ing  R idge Haven
8-2 Each Presbytery  shall, p rior to the m eeting  o f the A ssem bly , elect one o f its com m issioners to each o f 
the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners, d iv id ing  them  as to ruling and teaching  e lders by a form ula  established 
by the Stated C lerk. In the event that P resbytery  does not have sufficient teaching  e lders to supply  the 
C om m ittees thus assigned, the Presbytery  m ay, at its ow n d iscretion , elect ru ling  e lders to these C om m ittees. 
In the event that Presbytery is not able to supply m em bers for all the C om m ittees, the Presbytery  m ay select 
the C om m ittees to w hich they w ish to appoin t representatives. C om m issioners serv ing on Perm anent C om 
m ittees o r Sub-C om m ittees o f the A ssem bly  o r the staffs thereo f are not elig ib le  to serve on any C om m ittees 
o f  C om m issioners.
8-3 The C onveners o f the C om m ittees shall be designated  by the M oderator.
8-4 The C om m ittee m ay be scheduled  to m eet p rior to  the opening session o f  the A ssem bly  to handle the 
business referred by the S tated C lerk , as published in the H andbook.
8-5 The C om m ittee o f C om m issioners shall p roceed as follows:
(1) At the p roper tim e each C om m ittee  shall assem ble in its assigned room , e lect a chairm an and a secretary , 

review  m aterial in hand, appoint sub-com m ittees as m ay be necessary , and begin its w ork.
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(2) Each C om m ittee shall he availab le to reconvene to consider additional references that m ay com e front 
the Boor o f the A ssem bly.

M eetings o f  a C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners shall ord inarily  be open to the public as non-participating  
visitors, to the extent m ade possible by the physical facilities o f  the availab le m eeting room . If such v isitors 
desire the C om m ittee to consider a proposal on som e item  o f  business that is before the C om m ittee , this 
m ust be presented in w riting. N o new  item s o f business, not referred  to the C om m ittee  by the A ssem bly , 
may be considered  by the C om m ittee . The C hairm an and represen tatives o f the Perm anent C om m ittee , and 
the C oord inato r and appropria te  s taff m em bers shall be available  for consultation  w ith the C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners review ing their w ork. A fter the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners has received  input from  the 
Perm anent C om m ittee , C oord inato r, s taff m em bers and v isito rs, it should then go  into executive session  as 
it fram es and adopts its report to the G eneral A ssem bly. It m ust be in executive session w hen it actually 
adopts the report. The C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners m ay invite o ther persons for consultative  purposes, 
w hen this is felt necessary  to the C om m ittee 's  perform ance o f  its business.
8-6 The report o f the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners shall be b rie f and concise . It shall include the follow ing:
( 1) A list o f  all item s referred to and considered  by the C om m ittee .
(2) A statem ent o f  the issues d iscussed.
(3) A report o f  all recom m endations contained  in an agency o r C om m ittee  report under consideration . (If 

any o f the recom m endations contained  in a report w ere not approved, this shall be reported  w ith  reasons. 
New recom m endations m ay be added, with w ords o f  exp lanation . A m endm ents to original recom m en
dations shall be reported and exp lained .)

(4) A S tatem ent o f the d iv ision  o f  the vote on every official recom m endation  m ade to o r  by the C om m ittee.
(5) Reference to overtures by num ber w ith b rie f statem ent o f content and recom m ended answ er.
(6) Reference to com m unications by num ber with b rie f statem ent o f content and recom m ended  answ er.
(7) O nly such portions o f  narrative sections o f the printed reports as are necessary  to m ake the report o f 

the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners intelligible.
(8) A note that the audit o f  the reporting C om m ittee has been received  and that the C om m ittee  is taking 

any necessary action on any recom m endation  o f  its audits.
8-7 T he C hairm an o f the Perm anent C om m ittee o r his designated  representa tive  shall be granted  the privilege 
o f  the floor o f  the A ssem bly by the C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners to present the report o f 
the Perm anent C om m ittee to the A ssem bly. N o report printed in the H andbook  shall be read in full to the 
A ssem bly. The C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners shall present the recom m endations o f  the 
C om m ittee o f C om m issioners to the A ssem bly. T he C hairm an o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  or his designated  
representative shall have the privilege o f defending  the position o f the Perm anent C om m ittee  on any 
recom m endations in w hich the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners d iffer from  the Perm anent C o m m ittee 's  report.
8-8 M inutes o f the Perm anent C om m ittee shall be subm itted  to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners for review . 
C opies o f the M inutes shall be sent by the S tated C lerk  to  the m em bers o f C om m ittees o f C om m issioners 
one m onth prior to the opening o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
8-9 Inform ational presentation  o f som e special aspects o f  the work reported  by a C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners 
shall be lim ited to five m inutes.
8-10 Any recom m endation  affecting the B udget o f the A ssem bly o r the C oord ination  o f  the program  o f  the
church shall be referred to  the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on A dm inistration .

8-11 The com pleted  report o f a C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners shall contain  the full text o f  the report and 
shall be handled as follows:
(1) T yped, double spaced, original by A ssem bly stenographers.
(2) Proofread and signed by the C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee; and then delivered  to the S tated C lerk when

duplicated  copies are available  for the com m issioners.
(3) D ocketed by the Program  C om m ittee (M oderator. S tated  C lerk) for consideration  by the A ssem bly .
(4) Presented to the A ssem bly  by the C hairm an or his designa te , by reading  through the entire  text o f  the 

report from  the original typed copy. The A ssem bly m ay w aive the reading  o f  any particu lar report by 
a m ajority  vote o f the com m issioners present and voting . Any change ordered  by the A ssem bly  shall 
be noted and included by the C hairm an with the assistance o f  the S tated C lerk on the original copy .

(5) The report, as adopted  by the A ssem bly , shall be filed with the R ecording  C lerk for the perm anent record .
8-12 N o partial report o f a C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners shall be presented w ithout the consent o f  the 
A ssem bly.
8-13 G U ID E L IN E S FO R K E E PIN G  M IN U T E S O F  P E R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S O F  TH E  
G E N E R A L  A SSE M B LY

1. T he M inutes o f A ssem bly C om m ittees should be kept e ither in a lock-type record book , with 
num bered  pages, o r be prin ted , m im eographed, o r o therw ise reproduced.

2. The M inutes should be typew ritten  o r p rin ted , o r reproduced from  typew ritten  m asters, and should 
be neat and legible.
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3. The opening paragraphs o f the M inutes should  contain  the fo llow ing inform ation  (w hich  need not, 
how ever, be d iv ided  into num bered  o r separate item s):

(a) The k ind o f  m eeting: regu lar, called , ad journed regular, o r ad journed called;
(b) The nam e o f  the C om m ittee;
(c) The date and tim e o f  the m eeting , and the place;
(d) The nam e o f  the C hairm an , and if  som eone o ther than  the regu lar Secretary  served  as a C lerk  

Pro-tem , his nam e should  be indicated;
(e) If the M inutes o f  the previous m eeting  w ere not approved at that m eeting , a record  o f  their 

having been read and approved by this session  should  be ind icated , including  the date o f  the 
M inutes being so approved.

(0  The nam es o f those present a t the m eeting  should  be recorded, indicating  w hether they w ere 
teaching  e lders o r ruling e lders, and the p resbytery  represented  in each  case. The nam es o f 
alternate ruling e lders and their respective churches should also  be included , and the nam es 
o f  v isitors should be included.

4. The contents o f the M inutes should include the fo llow ing items:
(a) The nam es o f persons leading in open ing  and closing  prayers at all sessions;
(b) In the event o f a called m eeting , the portion o f  the call stating the purpose o f  the m eeting 

should be recorded  verbatim  in the M inutes;
(c) The M inutes should record  the actions o f  the C om m ittee , including all m otions adopted  and 

business transacted , together w ith such additional inform ation  as the C om m ittee  deem s d esir
able for historical purposes. O rdinarily  in C hurch  C ourts m otions that are lost are not included 
in the record  unless an affirm ative vote for the lost m otion  is recorded , in w hich case  the 
lost m otion m ust be show n. Each m ain m otion should norm ally  be recorded  in a separate 
paragraph. Subsid iary  and procedural m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph with 
the m ain m otion to w hich they pertain . M ain m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph , 
if  they are closely  related and pertain  to the sam e item  o f  business.

5. It m ay be desirable to num ber these paragraphs consecu tively , and to give a  title over each paragraph 
indicating  succinctly  the con ten t o f  business included. T his is not m andatory , but is desirab le  for 
the later reading o f  the M inutes. For h istorical purposes, som e notes as to the k ind o f  ex ten t and 
kind o f debate m ay included, but M inutes should never reflect the sec re ta ry ’s op in ion , favorable or 
o therw ise, on anyth ing  said o r done.

6. T he M inutes o f  the C om m ittees should  appear in the M inute book in the o rder in w hich the m eetings 
occur. W hen a previous action o f  the C om m ittee  is c ited , the date should be g iven , and the volum e 
and page and paragraph num ber.

7. T he M inutes o f  each  m eeting should be signed by the Secretary .
8. T he C oord inato r, if there be one, and if  not, the C hairm an , shall be responsib le  for the custody o f 

the M inutes o f  the C om m ittee . He is responsib le  for the presen tation  to the G eneral A ssem bly  for 
approval o f all M inutes o f  the C om m ittee  w hich have been approved by the C om m ittee  not previously 
approved by the G eneral A ssem bly. All o ther M inutes o f  the C om m ittee  to w hich specific  reference 
is m ade in the M inutes subm itted  to the G eneral A ssem bly  for approval shall be subm itted  for 
purposes o f inform ation.

9. A copy o f the G uidelines for K eeping C om m ittee  M inutes should be kept w ith  the M inutes o f  the 
C om m ittee.

10. An up-to-date copy o f  the bylaw s and m anual o f the C om m ittee , if  such ex ist, should  be kept with 
the M inutes.

8-14 G U ID E L IN E S FO R E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E  M IN U T ES
1. M inutes o f A ssem bly C om m ittees shall be exam ined  for conform ity  to:

(a) The prim ary and secondary  standards o f  the C hurch , as to  substance o f  the actions recorded;
(b) The A ssem bly 's  G uidelines f o r  K eeping  M inu tes o f  P erm anent C om m ittees o f  the G enera l 

A ssem bly , as to fo rm , s tructu re , and m inim um  con ten t, and
(c) A ppropriate standards as to the use o f the English language.

2. Each set o f  C om m ittee  M inutes should be read by at least tw o m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  o f  
C om m issioners;

3. The C om m ittee m ay div ide its w ork so that tw o o r m ore m em bers exam ine them  prim arily  as to 
form , and tw o  o r m ore m em bers m ay exam ine them  prim arily  as to substance.

4. The findings o f  the C om m ittee  w ith respect to the M inutes o f  each  Perm anent C om m ittee  shall be 
reported  under the follow ing categories as appropriate:

(a) N o ta tio n s : typographical erro rs, m isspellings, im proper punctuation , prejudicial statem ents 
o f  fact, e tc . , m ay be reported  under this category . A lso failures to provide p roper o r sufficient 
inform ation  o r iden tification , prejudicial m isstatem ents o f fact, e tc .,  m ay be reported  under 
this category .
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(b) E xceptions: violations o f the A ssem bly 's  G uidelines f o r  K eeping  M inu tes o f  P erm anent 
C om m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  and actions w hich in substance appear not to conform  
to the S tandards o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , o r to be ou t o f accord w ith the 
deliverances o f the G eneral A ssem bly , should be reported  under this category .

.“'.T h e  C om m ittee shall prepare a report concerning  the M inutes o f the Perm anent C om m ittee . The 
filling out o f  a fo rm , designed for the purpose for each  C om m ittee , shall m eet the requ irem ent for 
this section. A fter action by the A ssem bly , one copy o f  the report shall be sent by the S tated  C lerk 
to the Perm anent C om m ittee . A second copy shall be retained by the S tated C lerk  in a perm anent 
file. A third copy shall be kept in the records o f the C om m ittee , w hich shall be m ain tained  in a 
suitable binder. The custody o f  the records o f the C om m ittee  shall be the responsib ility  o f  the S tated 
C lerk  in the period betw een the G eneral A ssem blies.

6. N otations and exceptions in the C om m ittee 's  reports shall be d isposed  o f  as follows:
(a) N otations shall norm ally be sent to the C om m ittees by the Stated  C lerk  w ithout being  read 

before the G eneral A ssem bly o r recorded in its M inutes.
(b) E xceptions shall be read before the A ssem bly , recorded in its M inu tes, and d isposed  o f  as 

the A ssem bly determ ines.
(c) T he A ssem bly shall adopt an appropria te  m otion  w ith respect to the M inutes o f  each  Perm anent 

C om m ittee , the follow ing being exam ples:
(1) That the M inutes o f ----------------the C om m ittee  o f be approved w ithout excep tion  (show

dates o f M inutes being approved);
(2) That the M inutes o f the C om m ittee o f ----------------be approved w ith the exceptions noted

(show  dates o f  M inutes being approved).
7. T he Perm anent C om m ittee  shall take note in their m inutes o f  exceptions taken by the A ssem bly , 

together w ith the corrections o r exp lanations adopted  by the C om m ittee to rectify  them . C om m ittees 
shall advise the next G eneral A ssem bly o f  the d isposition  they have m ade o f  the exceptions.

8. Reports to the A ssem bly  from  the Perm anent C om m ittees concerning  d isposition  o f  excep tions taken 
by the past A ssem bly shall norm ally be referred to  the C om m ittee .

IX .T h e  C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontrol o f  P resbyteries
9-1 It is the right and the duty  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  to rev iew , at least once a year, the records o f  the 
p resbyteries o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica. (BC O  40-1)
9-2 In order to facilitate a careful perform ance o f  this right and du ty , the G eneral A ssem bly  shall assign 
the responsibility  to a com m ittee , w hich shall be know n as the C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontro l o f 
Presbyteries. The operation  o f  this com m ittee  shall be considered  a G eneral A ssem bly  expense.
9-3 The C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontrol o f  P resbyteries shall be com prised  o f one represen tative  from 
each presbytery e lected  by the Presbytery in the m anner set forth in B C O  14-1-11 for the election  o f  the 
N om inating C om m ittee. A person w ho is serving as a m em ber o f  o r on the staff o f one o f  the perm anent 
com m ittees, sub-com m ittees, or boards o f  the G eneral A ssem bly shall not be ineligible to serve on this 
com m ittee.
9-4 T he C om m ittee  shall be scheduled to m eet prior to the opening  session o f the A ssem bly , usually  at the 
sam e tim e during w hich the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners shall be m eeting.
9-5 A chairm an and v ice-chairm an for the fo llow ing year shall be e lected  by the com m ittee  from  m em bers 
w ho shall be serving the second year o f  their term .
9-6 T he C om m ittee shall assem ble at the proper tim e in its assigned room , elect a secretary , and , if desired , 
som eone to give the report, appoint such sub com m ittees as m ay be necessary , and begin its w ork in 
accordance with BC O  40-2ff, and set forth in this chapter.
9-7 The chairm an o f the C om m ittee , or a m em ber o f the C om m ittee  e lected  for the purpose, shall present 
the report o f  the C om m ittee to the A ssem bly.
9-8 The report o f the C om m ittee shall be concise. It shall include the following:

1. A list o f the M inutes, by P resbyteries, received  by the C om m ittee .
2. A list o f  the P resbyteries w hich have not subm itted M inu tes, if any.
3. A report concerning  the M inutes o f  each  Presbytery.
4. Any recom m endation  to the A ssem bly . A statem ent o f  the div ision  o f  the vote on each

recom m endation  shall be included. Any recom m endation  w hich m ay affect the budget o f  the
A ssem bly shall be referred  to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on A dm inistra tion .

5. A list o f  m em bers present.
9-9 The com pleted  report o f the C om m ittee shall be p repared  and handled in the sam e m anner as reports 
o f the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners as set forth in RAO 8-11.
9-10 N o partial report o f  the C om m ittee  shall be presented  w ithout the consent o f  the A ssem bly.
9-11 G uidelines for the subm ission  and distribution  o f  the M inutes o f  P resbyteries.

1. The S tated C lerk o f each presbytery is to provide the S tated C lerk  o f the G eneral A ssem bly
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with three (3) copies o f all m inutes that are to be review ed.
2. T he m inutes that are to  be review ed shall ord inarily  include the unreview ed m inutes o f  all

presbytery m eetings that have been held up  to seventy-five  days p rio r to the open ing  o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly (see B C O  40-1).

3. The m inutes that are to be review ed shall be m ailed to the office  o f the S tated  C lerk  o f the
G eneral A ssem bly  not less than sixty (60) days p rio r to the open ing  o f the A ssem bly.

4. The Stated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , in consu ltation  w ith the C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee  
on Review and C ontro l o f  P resbyteries, is to d istribute  copies o f  the m inutes to the m em bers 
o f  the C om m ittee  no la ter than thirty  (30) days p rio r to the open ing  o f  the A ssem bly  in such 
a m anner that at least tw o m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  shall read the m inutes o f  each P resby te ry .

5. The m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  are to read the m inutes assigned to  them , to prepare a report
concerning each set o f m inutes utilizing  a form  provided by the S tated  C lerk  o f  the G eneral
A ssem bly , and to report at the tim e o f  the m eeting o f the C om m ittee .

9-12 The S tated C lerks o f the p resby teries, o r their representatives, are to be p repared  to m eet w ith the
C om m ittee to answ er questions and to c larify  any d iscrepancy possib le. Any d iscrepancy that is in substance
an exception  (see 9-13) shall alw ays be reported  to the A ssem bly.
9-13  G U ID E L IN E S FO R  E X A M IN IN G  PR E SB Y T E R Y  M IN U T E S

1. Presbytery M inutes shall be exam ined  fo r conform ity  to:
(a) the prim ary and secondary  standards o f the C hurch , as to substance o f  the actions recorded 

(see BC O  40-2).
(b) the A ssem bly 's  G uidelines f o r  K eeping  P resbytery  M inu tes, as to form , s tructu re , and 

m inim um  con ten t, and
(c) appropriate standards as to the use o f the English language.

2. Each set o f  Presbytery M inutes should be read by at least tw o m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  on R eview  
and C ontro l o f  Presbyteries.

3. The findings o f the C om m ittee w ith respect to the M inutes o f each  Presbytery  shall be reported 
under the follow ing categories as appropriate:

(a) N otations: typographical e rro rs, m isspellings, im proper punctuation , prejudicia l statem ents 
o f fact, and o ther m inor variation in fo rm , m ay be reported  under this category . A lso failures 
to provide p roper o r sufficient inform ation  o r identification , prejudicia l m isstatem ents o f  fact, 
e tc .,  may be reported  under th is  category .

(b) E xceptions: violations o f the A ssem b ly 's  G uidelines f o r  K eeping P resbytery  M inutes  and 
actions w hich in substance appear not to conform  to the S tandards o f the P resbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica , o r to be out o f accord  w ith the deliverances o f the G eneral A ssem bly , should 
be reported  under this category .

4 The C om m ittee  shall prepare a report concern ing  the M inutes o f  each  P resbytery . The filling out o f 
a form , designed for the purpose and approved by the A ssem bly shall m eet the requirem ent o f  this 
section . A fter action by the A ssem bly , the orig inal shall be retained  by the S tated  C lerk  in a perm anent 
file, one copy shall be sent by the S tated  C lerk  to the particu lar p resbytery  and a second shall be 
kept in the records o f  the C om m ittee , w hich shall be m aintained  in a suitable b inder, and shall be 
retained by the S tated C lerk  betw een A ssem blies.

5. N otations and excep tions in the C o m m ittee 's  reports shall be d isposed  o f  as follows:
(a) N otations shall norm ally be sent to the P resbyteries by the S tated C lerk  w ithout being  read 

before the G eneral A ssem bly o r recorded in its M inutes.
(b) Exceptions shall be read before the A ssem bly , recorded  in its M inutes, and d isposed  o f  as 

the A ssem bly determ ines.
(c) T he A ssem bly shall adopt an appropria te  m otion w ith respect to the M inutes o f each  P resbytery , 

the follow ing form s being  exam ples:
(1) That the M inutes o f the Presbytery o f ----------------be approved w ithout exception . (G ive

dates o f  M inutes being  approved .)
(2) T hat the M inutes o f the P resbytery  o f  be approved w ith the excep tions noted.

(G ive dates o f  M inutes being  approved .)
6. T he P resbyteries shall take note in their M inutes o f  exceptions taken by the A ssem bly , together with 

the corrections o r explanations adopted  by the Presbytery  to rectify  them . P resbyteries shall advise 
the next G eneral A ssem bly o f the d isposition  they have m ade o f the exceptions.

7. R eports to the A ssem bly from  the P resbyteries concerning  d isposition  o f  excep tions taken by the 
past A ssem bly  shall norm ally be referred to the C om m ittee  w ithout being read before  the A ssem bly. 
The C om m ittee shall exam ine such  reports and shall report to the A ssem bly  its judgm en t as to the 
suitability  o f  the disposition  that has been m ade. C om m ittees shall a lso  present recom m endations 
concerning all exceptions taken by p revious A ssem blies o r C om m ittees that have not been disposed  
o f  suitably.
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9-14 G U ID E L IN E S FO R  K E E PIN G  PR E SB Y T E R Y  M IN U T E S
1. T he M inutes o f  Presbytery  should be kept in a lock-type record  book o r if p rin ted , be bound. In 

e ither case , the pages shall be num bered.
2. T he M inutes should be neat and legible and shall be p rin ted , typew ritten  o r reproduced from  

typew ritten  m asters.
3. The opening paragraphs o f the M inutes should contain  the fo llow ing inform ation  (w hich  need not, 

how ever, be d iv ided  into num bered o r separate item s):
(a) The k ind o f  m eeting: stated , called , ad journed stated , o r adjourned called ;
(b) The nam e o f  the Presbytery;
(c) The date and tim e o f the m eeting , and the place;
(d) The nam e o f  the M oderator, and if  som eone o ther than  the regu lar S tated C lerk  served as a 

C lerk P ro-tem , his nam e should be indicated.
(e) If the M inutes o f  the previous m eeting w ere not approved at that m eeting , a record o f their 

having been read and approved by this session should be indicated , including the date o f  the 
M inutes being so approved;

(f) T he nam es o f  those present at the m eeting  should be recorded, indicating  w hether they w ere 
teaching e lders, o r  ruling e lders, and the church  represented  in each  case. T he nam es o f  
alternate ruling e lders and their respective churches should  a lso  be included , and the nam es 
o f  visitors should be included.

(g) Excuses for teaching  elders and churches, and unexcused  teaching e lders and churches should 
be noted.

4. The contents o f  the M inutes should include the fo llow ing item s:
(a) The nam es o f persons leading in open ing  and closing  prayers at all sessions.
(b) In the event o f a called m eeting , the portion o f  the call stating the purpose o f  the m eeting 

should be recorded verbatim  in the M inutes.
(c) The M inutes should record the actions o f the P resbytery , including  all m otions adopted  and 

business transacted , together w ith such additional inform ation  as the Presbytery  deem s d esir
able for historical purposes. O rdinarily  in C hurch  C ourts m otions that are lost are not included 
in the record , unless an affirm ative vote fo r the lost m otion is recorded , in w hich case  the 
lost m otion m ust be show n. Each m ain m otion should norm ally  be recorded in a separate 
paragraph. Subsidiary and procedural m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph with 
the m ain m otion to  w hich they pertain . M ain m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph 
if  they are closely  related and pertain  to the sam e item  o f  business. It m ay be desirable  to 
num ber these paragraphs consecu tively , and to give a title over each  paragraph indicating 
succinctly  the content o f business included. T his is not m andatory , but is desirable fo r the 
later reading o f  the M inutes. For historical purposes, som e note as to the ex ten t o f and kind 
o f  debate may be included, but M inutes should never reflect the c le rk 's  op in ion , favorable 
o r o therw ise, on anyth ing  said o r done.

5. All points o f  order and appeals , w hether sustained  o r lost, together with the reasons g iven  by the 
C hair for his ru ling , should be included. T his is for the sake o f  any case  that m ay be carried  to a 
h igher court. The com plete  record o f the P resby tery 's  actions should be recorded for this purpose.

6. A dditional gu idelines, adapted  from  R o b er t's  R u les o f  O rder:
(a) T he nam es o f  the m over and the seconder o f  a m otion should not be entered  into the M inutes 

unless ordered  by the Presbytery.
(b) W hen a count has been ordered , o r the vote is by ballo t, the num ber o f  votes on each  side 

should be entered.
(c) T he proceedings o f  a com m ittee o f the w hole should not be en tered  in the M inutes, but the 

fact that the assem bly  w ent into the com m ittee  as a w hole , and the com m ittee report should 
be recorded.

(d) W hen a question  is considered  inform ally , the sam e inform ation should be recorded as under 
the regu lar ru les, since the only form ality  in the p roceedings is in the debate.

(e) C om m ittee reports that are adopted by the Presbytery  m ay be handled  in e ithe r o f  tw o w ays. 
T hey may be entered d irectly  into the record  at the tim e w hen they are p resen ted , and it 
should be reflected  as the report o f  a com m ittee adopted  by the P resbytery . T he o th e r way 
by w hich they m ay be handled is to give the report as an appendix , to w hich reference is 
m ade by m otion in the body o f  the M inutes. R eports and o ther m atters that are received  as 
inform ation should be retained by the C lerk  o f the P resbytery , but need not be prin ted  with 
the M inutes, unless so d irected  by the P resbytery.

7. The M inutes should be signed by the C lerk.
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8. A t least once a year the M inutes o f  Presbytery  should  include, in addition  to the M inutes them selves, 
the follow ing items:

(a) A directory  o f  the P resbytery , including a  listing  o f  all o f  the regu lar C om m ittees o f  P resbytery .
(b) A roll o f  the P resbytery , including a list o f  all teaching  e lders, w ith the ir addresses; and o f 

all churches, w ith the nam e and address o f  the C lerk  o f  Session , and the address o f the church.
(c) A list o f all cand idates under care  o f  the P resbytery , including  the addresses.
(d) A list o f all licentiates o f  the P resbytery , including the addresses.
(e) A n up-to-date copy o f  the S tanding R ules o f the P resbytery .

9. T he S tated C lerk  o f each  P resbytery  is responsib le  for the custody  o f  the M inutes o f  the P resbytery . 
He is responsib le  for presenting  to the G eneral A ssem bly  fo r its review  all M inutes o f  the Presbytery  
w hich have been approved by the P resbytery  and w hich have not been previously  rev iew ed  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly. If  a presbytery has its M inutes bound at regu lar in tervals , M inutes o f  m eetings 
w hich w ere held before the tim e set in 9-11 m ay be subm itted  as reproductions o f the typew ritten  
orig inals.

10. T he M inutes o f the Presbytery  should include a copy o f  the G uidelines for K eeping Presbytery  
M inutes and a copy o f the report from  the S tated  C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  concern ing  the 
M inutes review ed by the A ssem bly .

X. Jud icia l C om m issions
A . T he G uidelines for Jud icia l C om m issions to A dju d icate  C om plain ts

1. T he G eneral A ssem bly  finds the com plain t in o rder and appoints a com m ission  to adjudicate 
the m atter.

2. T he convener calls the com m ission  to m eet at a tim e and place specified , citing  both parties 
to be present.

3. T he convener calls the com m ission  to o rder, constitu ting  the com m ission  w ith p rayer offered  
by a m em ber o f  the com m ission .

4. The com m ission  shall organize itse lf by:
a. the election  o f  a chairm an;
b. the election  o f a clerk;
c. the enrollm ent o f  the com m ission  and the certification  o f  a quorum ;
d. the announcem ent by the chairm an that the court ( i .e .,th e  com m ission) is about to pass

to the consideration  o f  the case , en jo in ing  the m em bers to reco llect and regard  their high 
character as judges o f  the court o f  Jesus C hrist and the solem n duty in w hich they are 
about to engage. See B C O  32-12.

5. T he entire record  o f the case  shall be read , except those parts om itted  by the consen t o f both 
parties.

6. E ither party  m ay object to the record  as being  incorrect o r defective  and , if the cou rt finds 
the record  to be incorrect o r defective, it m ay rem it the m atter to  the low er court for the 
purpose o f am ending the record.

7. The com plainan t shall present h is open ing  argum ent.
8. The respondent shall present his open ing  argum ent.
9. The com m ission  m em bers shall pose such inquiries as m ay be desired  to c larify  the case.

10. The respondent shall give his closing  a rgum ent.
11. T he com plainan t shall give his c losing  argum ent.
12. T he court should go into c losed  session to discuss and consider the m erits o f  the com plain t 

and to vote.
13. O pportunity  shall be given each  m em ber o f  the com m ission  to express h is opin ion.
14. T he vote shall then be taken, w ithout further debate , on each  specification , in this form: 

"Shall this specification  o f e rro r be susta ined?”
15. If  no specification  o f e rro r is sustained  by m ajority  vo te , the com m ission  shall, upon m otion, 

vote to confirm  the decision  o f  the low er court.
16. If any o r all o f the specifications are sustained by m ajority  vote, the com m ission  shall p roceed 

to vote to:
a. annul the w hole o r any part o f  the action o f the low er court against w hich com pla in t w as 

sustained.
b. send the m atter back to the low er court w ith instructions for a new  hearing . T he com plainan t 

and respondent shall be no tified  o f  the co u rt’s decision .
17. If the court th inks it w ise, it m ay adopt a m inute exp lanato ry  o f  its action w hich shall becom e 

a part o f  its record  o f  the case.
18. Any m em ber o r m em bers d issenting  from  the m ajority  are en titled  to subm it a d issent.
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19. The com m ission  shall prepare a full report o f its proceedings w hich shall be read and approved 
by the com m ission .

20. The com m ission  shall adjourn  w ith prayer.
21. The com m ission  shall div ide its report to the A ssem bly , as follows:

a. There shall be a report on the case in the follow ing o r sim ilar form at:
I Statem ent o f  the Fact(s)
II. S tatem ent o f  the Issue(s)
III Judgm ent o f  the C ase (as to the specifications com plained  against) and A m ends

( if  any)
IV. An Explanatory  O pinion (if  desired) T his report shall be presen ted  w ith the m otion

that it be regarded and treated as the action and judgm en t o f  the court. W hen the 
report is adopted  by the A ssem bly , it shall be prin ted  in the body o f  the M inutes 
o f  that A ssem bly.

b. There shall be a full report o f the m inutes and p roceedings o f the com m ission , which
w hen received by the A ssem bly  shall be printed in the A ppendix  o f  the M inutes o f  that
A ssem bly.

B. T he G uidelines for Jud icia l C om m issions to A djudicate A ppeals
1. The G eneral A ssem bly finds the appeal in o rder and appoin ts a com m ission  to  adjudicate 

the m atter.
2. The convener calls the com m ission  to m eet at a tim e and place spec ified , citing  both parties 

to be present.
3. The convener calls the com m ission  to o rder, constitu ting  the com m ission  w ith p rayer offered  

by a m em ber o f  the com m ission .
4. The com m ission  shall organize itse lf by:

a. the election  o f a chairm an
b. the election o f  a clerk
c. the enrollm ent o f the com m ission  and the certification  o f  a quorum .
d. the announcem ent by the chairm an that the court ( i .e ..  the com m ission) is about to pass 

to the consideration  o f  the case , en jo in ing  the m em bers to reco llect and regard their high 
character as judges o f  the court o f Jesus C hrist and the solem n duty in w hich they are 
about to engage. See B C O  32-12.

5. The entire  record o f  the case sha ll be read, except those parts om itted  by the consent o f both 
parties.

6. T he court shall determ ine the length o f  tim e to be a llo tted  to each  party  for oral argum ent.
7. E ither party m ay object to the record as being  incorrect o r defective, and , if the court finds 

the record to be incorrect o r defective, it may rem it the m atter to  the low er court for the 
purpose o f am ending the record.

8. The appellant shall present his open ing  argum ent, using the portion o f  his a llo tted  tim e he 
desires.

9. The appellee shall present his opening  argum ent, using the portion o f his a llotted tim e he 
desires.

10. The com m ission m em bers shall pose such inquiries as m ay be desired  to c larify  the case.
11 The appellee shall present his c losing  a rgum ent, not exceeding  the total tim e a llo tted  to him .
12. The appellan t shall present his closing  argum ent, not exceed ing  the total tim e a llo tted  to him .
13. The court should go  into closed  session to  d iscuss and consider the m erits o f  the appeal and 

to vote.
14. O pportunity  shall be given each  m em ber o f the com m ission  to  express his opin ion.
15. The vote shall then be taken w ithout further debate, on each specification , in this form: "Shall 

this specification o f  e rro r be susta ined?”
16. If no specification o f e rro r is sustained  by m ajority  vote, the com m ission  shall, upon m otion, 

vote to confirm  the decision  o f the low er court.
17. If any o r all o f the specifications are sustained by m ajority  vote, the com m ission  shall proceed 

to vote to:
a. reverse the decision  in w hole o r in part
b. render the decision  that should have been rendered
c. rem and the case to the low er court for a new  trial.

18. If  the court th inks it w ise, it may adopt a m inute explanatory  o f its action w hich shall becom e 
a part o f its record o f  the case. It shall adopt a w ritten statem ent o f  opin ion .

19. Any m em ber o r m em bers d issenting  from  the m ajority  are entitled  to subm it a d issent.
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20. The com m ission  shall prepare a full report o f its proceedings w hich shall be read and approved
by the commission.

21. The com m ission  shall adjourn  with prayer.
22. The com m ission  shall div ide its report to the A ssem bly , as follows:

a. There shall be a report on the case in the fo llow ing o r sim ilar form at:
I. S tatem ent o f  Facts
II Statem ent o f  the Issue(s)
III. Judgm ent o f the C ase (as to the specifications appealed) and A m ends (if  any)
IV. M inute Explanatory  (if desired) and O pinion

b. There shall be a full report o f  the m inutes and p roceedings o f  the com m ission , w hich 
when received  by the A ssem bly , shall be prin ted  in the A ppendix o f the M inutes o f  that 
A ssem bly.

c. The decision , together with a w ritten op in ion , will be delivered  personally  o r m ailed  to 
the appellant and to the low er court w ith a w ritten  receipt required.

X I. A ssem bly E xpenses
11-1 The expenses o f  the fo llow ing Perm anent C om m ittees shall be borne by that particu lar C om m ittee:

(1) A dm inistration
(2) C hristian  E ducation and Publications
(3) M ission to N orth A m erica
(4) M ission to the W orld
(5) PCA Foundation
(6) T rustees o f  Insurance, A nnuities and R elief Fund

11-2 The expenses o f the R ecording C lerks o f the G eneral A ssem bly  w ill be borne by the A ssem bly .
11-3 All o ther expenses o f the G eneral A ssem bly shall be d iv ided betw een the four m ajor Perm anent 
C om m ittees on the percentage basis o f  d istribu ting  undesignated  gifts.
X II. P arliam entary P rocedure
12-1 Except as o therw ise specifically  provided in these R ules, R evised R o b ert's  R ules o f  O rder shall be 
the standard  in parliam entary  procedure.
12-2 The C hairm an shall lead the A ssem bly  in a b rie f p rayer before m aking h is report. T he entire  report 
o f  each  C om m ittee o f C om m issioners, including narra tive , shall be read before any com m ent. The A ssem bly  
m ay w aive the reading  o f  any particu lar report by a m ajority  vote o f the com m issioners present and voting . 
W hen a m inority o f  a C om m ittee  w ishes to present a m inority  report, the m em ber reporting  for the m inority  
shall have the privilege o f presenting  the m inority  report and m oving it as a substitute for the portion  o f 
the m ajority  report affected.
12-3 Each recom m endation  in each  report m ust be read , considered , and acted  upon separately .
( 1) T he C hairm an m oves the adoption , no second is necessary  fo r a com m ittee recom m endation .
(2) The M oderator asks: Is there objection  o r question?
(3) H earing no objection  o r question , the M oderator states: It is adopted. (The above p rocedure  is know n 

as the "Short Form  o f  V o ting .")
(4) W hen it is necessary  to postpone action on the com pletion  o f a report for som e subsequent action o f 

the A ssem bly, such as the approval o f the budgets, o r o ther special item s, the report shall be approved 
as a w hole pending the com pletion  o f  these o ther item s. At the tim e that the o ther item s com e to the 
floor, only these m atters may be considered  by the A ssem bly , since the report as a w hole w ill have 
already been adopted

12-4 Procedure in debating  a question:
( 1) The C hairm an o r his designate  may answ er questions concerning the report addressed to him  through 

the M oderator.
(2) The C hairm an shall have an opportunity  to m ake the final statem ent in debate.
(3) No C om m issioner m ay speak on the sam e question  m ore than once until all desiring  to speak have done so.
(4) D ebate on the m ain m otion  shall be lim ited to ten (10) m inutes unless ex tended . W hen a m ain m otion 

has been debated for ten (10) m inutes, the M oderato r shall put the question  to the A ssem bly: “D oes the 
A ssem bly desire to extend the tim e an additional five (5) m inu tes?” A sim ple m ajority  will decide the 
question . If the m ajority  decides not to extend debate, the M oderato r will call the question . If an 
am endm ent o f a substitu tion  is on the floor, the question  o f ex tend ing  tim e on the m ain m otion  shall 
be repeated  after the vote on the am endm ent o r substitu te. If tim e is ex tended , the question  o f  ex tension  
will again be put every  succeeding  five (5) m inutes until the m otion is concluded . Each C om m issioner 
shall be lim ited to three (3) m inutes on  the sam e question  unless the C ourt by a sim ple m ajority  grants 
additional tim e.

(5) D ebate shall be free and open , with equal tim e being given  to p roponents and opponen ts in so fa r as 
possible.
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12-5 Procedure for R eceiving and A cting U pon th e R eports o f  Jud icia l C om m issions
1. T he C hairm an o f the Judicial C om m ission  (o r a designated  reporter), w ho  shall in all cases have 

voted w ith the m ajority , shall read the report o f the com m ission  including its find ings, its judgm en t, 
and its m inute exp lanato ry , if  there is such.

2. T he C hairm an (o r the designate), w ho shall in all cases have voted w ith the m ajority , shall recom m end 
the approval o f  the report.

3. Q uestions by com m issioners o f the G eneral A ssem bly  m ay then be d irected  to the C hairm an  o f  the 
com m ission  (o r the designate), w ho shall in all cases have voted  w ith the m ajority , but such q uestions
shall be lim ited strictly to the inform ation  supplied  in the report.

4. N o part o f the report o f  the com m ission  shall be am ended by the A ssem bly.
5. T he A ssem bly shall vote on the recom m endation .
6. If the recom m endation  is adopted o r approved , the m inutes o f  the com m ission  and its report shall 

be entered  upon the record o f  the court and handled  in accordance to B C O  15. Any judgm en t required 
shall be carried  out.

7. If  the recom m endation  is not adopted , the A ssem bly  m ust then by m otion refer the m atter back to 
the sam e com m ission  o r to ano ther becom e a  court itse lf to hear and try  the case.

12-6 Specia l P rovisions
(1) T he A ssistants to the S tated C lerk  shall have the privilege o f the floor w hen requested  by the M oderator

to render som e specific service to the court.
(2) All m otions shall be p resented  in w riting  and read before being  voted  u p o n ...
X III. E lection o f  P erm anent C om m ittees and A gencies o f  th e A ssem bly
13-1. T he A ssem bly 's  N om inating  C om m ittee  as provided fo r in B C O , 14-1, shall present its nom inations 
to the A ssem bly through the C om m issioner’s H andbook  o r Supplem ent. T his presentation  shall include a 
b rie f statem ent regarding  each  nom inee.
13-2. A dditional nom inations m ay be m ade in w riting  on form s supplied  by the S tated C lerk , w hich shall 
include consent o f  the nom inee to serve, if e lected , and a b rie f statem ent regarding the nom inee. The 
nom inee is to  give consent to only one nom ination . T he deadlines fo r these nom inations is the c lose  o f  the 
a fternoon session o f the second day o f  the A ssem bly . The C le rk ’s office  shall issue a supplem ent to the 
A ssem bly ’s N om inating  C om m ittee report during  the third d a y ’s business sessions.
13-3. T he tim e for the election  shall be docketed  as a special o rder. O nly  those com m issioners present or 
on the floor o f the A ssem bly  shall be elig ib le  to vote. The voting p rocedures m ay be conducted  e ither by 
use o f  standing  vote, o r by use o f  ballo ts provided by the S tated C le rk ’s o ffice.
X IV . A m endm en t or Su spension  o f  R ules
The R ules o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  m ay be am ended o r suspended on ly  by a tw o th irds vote o f  the total 
enro llm ent o f  C om m issioners. A m otion to am end is debatable . A m otion to  suspend is not debatable.



APPENDICES 533

APPENDIX W

BYLAWS 
OF 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (A CORPORATION) 
As Amended by the Fourteenth General Assembly

A R T IC L E  I. N A M E  A N D  L O C A T IO N .
Section 1. The nam e o f this corporation  shall be P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica (A C orporation).
Section 2 . The registration  o f the corporation  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  will be designated  

by the Board o f  D irectors and reported  annually  in the corporate  m inutes. The official business address o f 
the corporation  is the office  o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion .

O ther offices for transaction o f business shall be located at such places as the G eneral A ssem bly o r its 
Perm anent C om m ittees shall designate.
A R T IC L E  II. M E M B E R S A N D  M E E T IN G S O F T H E  C O R P O R A T IO N

Section 1. The m em bers o f the corporation  shall be those duly ordained  T eaching  Elders (M inisters) 
enrolled in a Presbytery affiliated  w ith the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , and those R uling Elders 
representing  local congregations, w hich congregations are affiliated  w ith P resbyteries affiliated  w ith the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica  who have been designated  o r com m issioned to a ttend the annual G eneral 
A ssem bly o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica. Such T eaching Elders and R uling Elders shall be designated  
o r com m issioned by P resbyteries o r C ongregations in accordance w ith  rules and regulations prescribed  by 
the Book o f  C hurch O rder  (14-2) (See A rticle VI). Such indiv iduals shall be the m em bers o f  the corporation  
until the next annual m eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica at w hich 
tim e the m em bers o f the C orporation  shall be those individuals designated  o r com m issioned  as hereinabove 
set forth to attend such annual G eneral A ssem bly.

Section 2. The annual m eeting o f the C orporation  shall be at such tim e and such place as designated  
by the G eneral A ssem bly. Each G eneral A ssem bly shall have the pow er to designate the tim e and place 
for m ore than one annual G eneral A ssem bly , and shall also  have the pow er to authorize the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration to designate  the tim e and place o f the next G eneral A ssem bly.

Section 3 . Special m eetings o f the G eneral A ssem bly  m ay be called  in accordance w ith the Book o f  
C hurch O rder  (14-3).

Section 4 . A quorum  for the transaction  o f business at any m eeting  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be 
that prescribed in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  (14-5).

Section 5. The M oderato r shall call all m eetings to order and shall preside until h is successor has been 
selected and takes o ffice. If the M oderator is unable to act. the S tated C lerk shall call the A ssem bly  to 
o rder and preside over its sessions until a M oderator has been elected .

Section 6. Proxies shall not he allow ed at G eneral A ssem bly  m eetings.
A R T IC L E  III. O F F IC E R S.

Section  1. The officers o f the C orporation  shall be the M oderator, the C lerk , the B usiness A dm inistrator- 
treasurer, and such assistant c lerks and treasurers as may be deem ed desirable by the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  The o fficers , with exception  o f  the assistant c lerks o r assistan t treasu rers, shall be elected 
by the G eneral A ssem bly as set forth  in the Book o f  C hurch O rder  and the Rules o f  A ssem b ly  O peration . 
In the event that the S tated C lerk  o r the B usiness A dm in istra to r is unable to act, the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  shall be authorized to appoint a provisional C lerk  o r a provisional B usiness A dm in istra to r 
to serve until a regular C lerk  o r B usiness A dm in istra to r may be e lected  by the next G eneral A ssem bly.

Section  2. The M oderator shall have such duties and responsib ilities as set forth  in the B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  and the R ules o f  A ssem bly  O peration . The M oderator, unless specifically  authorized  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly , shall have no authority  to and shall not be expected  to perform  any functions for the C orporation  
o ther than those specifically  set forth in these B ylaw s  o r those set forth  in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, and 
the Rules o f  A ssem bly  O peration .

Section  3 . The C lerk shall have such duties and responsib ilities as set forth in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  
and R ules o f  A ssem bly  O peration . He shall be im m ediately  responsib le  to the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion . 
T he C lerk shall prepare and forw ard all notices required  by law o r by these B ylaw s, and shall have general 
charge o f the corporate books and records. He shall sign such instrum ents as may be requ ired , and perform  
the duties incident to the office o f C lerk , and such duties as m ay be assigned by the M oderato r, the 
C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , o r the m em bers o f the C orporation  in G eneral A ssem bly.

Section  4 . The B usiness A dm in istra to r-treasurer shall be the custodian  o f the funds and securities 
belonging to the C orpora tion , and not o therw ise designated  to one o f the three p rogram  C om m ittees. He
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shall receive, deposit and d isburse such funds as d irected  by the G eneral A ssem bly , including  any provisions 
set forth in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. He shall keep  an accurate  account o f the finances o f the C orporation , 
not on ly  o f  these funds in the custody , but by m eans o f m onthly  reports from  the o ther C om m ittees o f  their 
funds also , on a uniform  form , w hich he shall provide. He shall prepare , o r have p repared , such reports 
o f  the financial condition  o f the C orporation  as be requ ired , and , in general, perfo rm  all o f  the duties 
incident to the office  o f  B usiness A dm inistra tor-treasurer. He shall be bonded in an am ount to be determ ined 
by the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration.
A R T IC L E  IV . PE R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S. 

S ection  1.
I . N om inating C om m ittee

The A ssem bly’s N om inating  C om m ittee shall operate under the follow ing guidelines:
a. Every m em ber o f  the N om inating C om m ittee  should m ake a reasonab le  effort to a ttend  the 

next G eneral A ssem bly .
b. T he N om inating  C om m ittee  should be rem inded o f p aragraph 14-1 (9) o f  the B ook o f  C hurch  

O rder  regarding proportionate representation  w herever possible.
c. N o presbytery shall ord inarily  be represented  by m ore than one person nom inated  for any 

given C om m ittee. This includes alternates.
d . A typed b iographical form  m ust accom pany each  nam e subm itted to  the N om inating  C om m it

tee. All nom inees should be con tacted  by their P resbyteries to ascertain  their availability  and 
w illingness to serve p rio r to subm ission  o f  nam es to G eneral A ssem bly ’s N om inating  C om 
m ittee.

e. P resbyteries should send nam es o f  nom inees on form s to the S tated  C le rk ’s office  no later 
than six m onths p rior to  the G eneral A ssem bly . The S tated  C lerk  w ill then m ake the form s 
available to the C onvener o f  the N om inating  C om m ittee.

f. A list o f  m em bers, by Presbytery  currently  serving on the Perm anent C om m ittees should  be 
furnished to the C onvener o f  the N om inating  C om m ittee  by the S tated  C lerk . T he D irectory 
o f  the current A ssem bly C om m ittees should indicate the Presbytery  o f  each  C om m ittee 
m em ber.

g. N one o f  the S tanding R ules should be in terpreted  as to restric t nom inations from  the floor. 
Such nom inations are received according  to R ules for A ssem bly  O perations (S ection  X II,2).

h. “ In addition to the new  nom inees from  Presbyteries, a lternates not assum ing any vacancies 
during  a year will be autom atically  considered  by the N om inating  C om m ittee  as candidates 
for nom ination  to that sam e com m ittee .. .” (B C O  14-1-11)

Section 2 . T he affairs o f  the C orporation  and the program s o f the A ssem bly  shall be conducted  prim arily  
through Perm anent C om m ittees. The Perm anent C om m ittees (C E P , C O A , M T W , M N A ) are constitu ted  
by the p rovisions o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. C erta in  A gencies have been established  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly  for special functions, nam ely: C ovenant C ollege, C ovenant Theological S em inary , R idge H aven, 
Insurance, A nnuities, and R elief, and PC A  Foundation . Special com m ittees are e lected  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly to perform  specific tasks, nam ely , the Judicial B usiness C om m ittee , In terchurch  R elations C om 
m ittee , N om inating  C om m ittee , C om m ittee  on  R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resbyteries and T heological E xam in
ing C om m ittee.

1. T he four perm anent C om m ittees shall nom inate annually  a C oord ina to r fo r election  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly. If the nom inee has not been  exam ined  by the T heological E xam ining  C om m ittee  such 
an exam ination  m ust take place prior to the election  w hen it is a first tim e em ploym ent. A new 
coord inato r shall assum e office  at the end o f  the A ssem bly  m eeting , o r at such tim e thereafter 
as designated  by the G eneral A ssem bly.

2. Perm anent com m ittees m ay appoin t sub-com m ittees fo r specific tasks o r areas o f  responsib ility  
a ssigned by the G eneral A ssem bly , according to the fo llow ing guidelines:
a. M em bership  o f sub com m ittees m ay include m en not elected  to the Perm anent C om m ittee , 

p rovided the sub-com m ittee  chairm an is a Perm anent C om m ittee  m em ber.
b. All policies and procedures o f  a sub-com m ittee  m ust be approved by the Perm anen t C om m ittee 

p rio r to im plem entation.
c . The staff o f  a sub-com m ittee  is contro lled  by the Perm anent C om m ittee  through its coord inato r.
d . A sub-com m ittee shall not have a separate C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners.

3. In the event o f  the resignation  o f  any m em ber o f  an A ssem bly e lected  C om m ittee  o r B oard, such 
resignation should be presented  to the O ffice  o f  the S tated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . The 
S tated C lerk , shall, after consultation  w ith the C hairm an o f  the respective  C om m ittee  o r B oard, 
be authorized  to accept such resignation  in beh a lf o f the A ssem bly . He is to report such actions 
to the next G eneral A ssem bly , and arrange for the nom ination  o f  a rep lacem ent by the A ssem bly 's  
N om inating  C om m ittee , w here such replacem ent is appropriate.
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4. Each A gency shall relate to one o f the four Perm anent C om m ittees as assigned by the A ssem bly
according to the follow ing guidelines:
a. T rustees o r D irectors shall be e lected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  accord ing  to  the sam e provisions 

o f the B C O  I A ssem bly  B ylaw s  for the e lection  o f  Perm anent com m ittees, excep t that the 
num ber o f  c lasses, length o f  te rm s, elig ib ility  fo r ree lection , and balance o f  teaching  and 
ruling elders m ay vary according  to A gency B ylaw s.

b. The C h ie f Executive O fficer o f  the A gency shall be an advisory  m em ber o f  the Perm anent 
C om m ittee to w hich the A gency is re la ted . T ravel expenses shall be paid  by  the A gency.

c. The C oord ina to r o f  the related Perm anent C om m ittee  shall be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 
Board o f  the A gency. In the case o f  C ovenan t T heological S em inary , the C oord ina to r o f the 
related Perm anent C om m ittee  shall a ttend the m eetings o f the B oard at the B o ard 's  invitation. 
T ravel expenses shall be paid by the Perm anent C om m ittee .

d. The re la tionship  o f  the A gency to the Perm anent C om m ittee  shall be one o f com m unication , 
encouragem ent, and cooperation . The re la tionsh ip  shall include no fiscal o r adm inistra tive  
responsib ility  o r liab ility . Policies, p rocedures and staff o f  the A gency shall be contro lled  
by the B oard o f  T rustees o f  that A gency.

e. A separate C om m ittee o f C om m issioners shall rev iew  the w ork o f  each  A gency in o rder to 
report to the A ssem bly  concerning that A gency , in accordance with the B ylaw s o f  the PCA  
and the Rules fo r A ssem bly  O perations.

5. T he Special C om m ittees shall report directly  to the A ssem bly , with funding  and adm inistra tive
functions carried  out by the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

Section  3 . T he Pow er and authority  o f the Perm anent C om m ittees shall be those set forth  in these 
Bylaws o r by direction  o f the G eneral A ssem bly.

Section  4 . T he Perm anent C om m ittees and A gencies shall, un less specifically  d irected  o therw ise  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly , be authorized  to operate  from  separate locations w ith separate offices and separate staff. 
The budget for each Perm anent C om m ittee and A gency shall be subm itted  to the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  
w hich shall independently  evaluate  the p roposed budget o f  each Perm anent C om m ittee  and A gency and 
report to the A ssem bly its considered  opinion on the adop tion  before the entire  denom ination . Should 
m odifications in budgets be deem ed necessary by the A ssem bly , special care  shall be taken that changes 
not be m ade in such a way as to threaten the continuity  o r e ffectiveness o f  the C o m m ittee ’s o r A gency ’s 
m inistry . B udgets o f C om m ittees and A gencies that are agreed  upon by C O A  m ay be changed only by a 
tw o-th irds vote o f the A ssem bly  com m issioners present at the tim e the budget is voted  on. O therw ise, they 
may be changed by m ajority  vote. All funds received  by the C orporation  that are designated  fo r the benefit 
o f any particu lar Perm anent C om m ittee shall be d isbursed  by the T reasu rer to the p roper C om m ittee . There 
shall be no equalization  o f  funds so designated . Any funds received  by the C orporation  not designated  as 
being for the benefit o f a particu lar Perm anent C om m ittee  shall be d istribu ted  by the T reasu rer as directed 
by the G eneral A ssem bly .
(C le rk 's  Note: T he follow ing explanatory  action w as adop ted  by the E leventh  G eneral A ssem bly:

T he B oard o f  T rustees for the Insurance, A nnuity , and R elief Funds is concerned that in future years, 
the intent o f  this PLA N  fo r G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  R E O R G A N IZ A T IO N  m ay be lost, and the B oard ’s 
ability  to carry out its fiduciary responsib ilities on behalf o f  its partic ipan ts  m ay be com prom ised . A ccordingly , 
the B oard, in reliance upon assurances from  the Perm anent S ubcom m ittee  on S tew ardsh ip  M inistries 
(P SC SM ), understands that w ith respect to the B oards o f  T rustees for C ovenan t C o llege, C ovenant T heo lo g 
ical S em inary , R idge H aven, the PCA F oundation , and the Insurance, A nnuity , and R elie f Funds:

1. That financial coordination  and independent evaluation  o f  the B oards' p roposed budgets by 
the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  is for “audit purposes on ly ’’ (PSC SM  language).

2. That in the event the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  d isagrees w ith the budget subm itted  by 
one o f the B oards, in w hole o r any item  thereof, that the G eneral A ssem bly  m ay adopt e ither 
the B oard 's  budget o r the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion ’s recom m ended changes by sim ple 
m ajority .

3. That the requirem ent o f a tw o-th irds vote o f the G eneral A ssem bly  applies only to changes 
not recom m ended by the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , in itiated on the floor o f  the A ssem b ly .

4. That under the C hart o f  C om m ittees and A gencies, F inancial C oord ination  is to the A ssem bly  
from  the B oards, and to the B oards from  the A ssem bly , and further that the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  is a “ filter upw ard" (PSC SM  language), and that the C om m ittee  on A dm in
istration has no dow nw ard  au thority .)

Section  5. Each Perm anent C om m ittee , by resolu tion  adopted  by a m ajority  o f  its C om m ittee  m em bers, 
m ay designate  the p lace, d a te , and tim e fo r regu lar m eetings o f  the C om m ittee , w hich should  be held at 
least quarterly . W ritten o r printed notice o f  such resolu tion  should be given  to all C om m ittee  m em bers 
w ithin a reasonable tim e after the adoption  thereof. N otice o f  the tim e, place o r purpose o f such  regular
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m eetings o f the Perm anent C om m ittee shall not be required  to  be given.
Section  6 . Special m eetings o f the Perm anent C om m ittees may be called at any tim e o r place by the 

C hairm an o f the C om m ittee , o r by a m ajority  o f  the C om m ittee  m em bers. W ritten notice stating the p lace,
date , and hour o f  such special m eeting shall be delivered  by the C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee  to each
C om m ittee m em ber at least ten days p rio r to the date o f  such m eetings, and such notice should specify  the 
purpose o f  such special m eetings. A ttendance o f  a C om m ittee  m em ber at such a m eeting  will constitu te  a 
w aiver o f notice o f such m eeting The act o f the m ajority  o f the C om m ittee  m em bers present at a m eeting
at w hich a quorum  is present shall be the act o f the C om m ittee .

Section 7. A m ajority  o f a Perm anent C om m ittee  shall constitu te a quorum .
Section 8. The C hairm an, V ice-C hairm an, Secretary and any o ther o fficers o f  each  Perm anent C om m ittee 

shall be elected  annually  at the last regu lar m eeting (spring) o f the C om m ittee  p rio r to the m eeting o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly. N otice o f  this m eeting shall include notice to the effect that these e lections shall take place.

Section 9 . In the event any adm inistra tive  personnel em ployed by a C om m ittee  and approved by the 
G eneral A ssem bly is unable to act, such C om m ittee m ay em ploy a provisional rep lacem ent, w ho has been 
exam ined and approved by the A ssem bly 's  T heological E xam ining C om m ittee , and w ho shall serve until 
the next G eneral A ssem bly.

Section 10. The Individual Perm anent C om m ittees
A. The C om m ittee on A dm inistration .

1. The business affa irs o f  the C orporation  as d istinguished from  the ecclesiastical m atters, and 
those not specifically  assigned to one o f  the o ther Perm anent C om m ittees by these Bylaws 
o r an act o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , shall be m anaged by the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , 
w hich serves as the B oard o f  D irectors provided in the C harte r o f  Incorporation , subject to 
such rules and regulations as m ay be prescribed  by the G eneral A ssem bly , including all 
applicable provisions o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder.

2. The C om m ittee on A dm inistration  shall hold an annual m eeting in conjunction  w ith the 
annual G eneral A ssem bly m eeting , at a tim e and place to be determ ined by the C om m ittee . 
N otice shall not be required  to be given o f  the tim e o r p lace o f  the annual m eeting o f the 
C om m ittee , o ther than that w hich shall be included in the C om m iss ioner's  H andbook  for the 
G eneral A ssem bly.

B. The C om m ittee for C hristian  Education  and Publications.
The affairs o f the C hurch in the areas o f C hristian  education  and publications are assigned to 
the C om m ittee for C hristian Education and P ublications, w hose duties and authority  shall be 
designated  by the G eneral A ssem bly.

C . T he C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica.
T he affairs o f the C hurch involved in its ex tension  in the U nited S tates and C anada are assigned 
to the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica , w hose duties and authority  shall be designated  
by the G eneral A ssem bly.

D. The C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld
The affairs o f  the C hurch in the area o f w orld m issions outside o f the U nited S tates and C anada 
are assigned to the C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld , w hose duties and authority  shall be 
designated  by the G eneral A ssem bly.

E. The Judicial B usiness C om m ittee
T here  shall be a Judicial B usiness C om m ittee com posed o f e ight m em bers div ided in to  four 
c lasses o f  tw o m em bers each serving four-year term s. Each class shall be com posed o f  one 
Teaching  E lder and one R uling Elder.
T he C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness shall advise the A ssem bly  on all constitu tional m atters, and 
betw een A ssem blies shall function  as adv isor to the S tated C lerk  and the C om m ittee  on A dm in
istration. The C om m ittee  shall not be separately funded but adm inistra tively  will operate as 
subcom m ittee o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion . The C om m ittee  will m ake direct report to 
each A ssem bly.

F. O ther C om m ittees
T he A ssem bly may elect o r appoin t o ther com m ittees o f  e ither a perm anen t o r tem porary  character 
to handle particu lar m atters o f  business as designated  by the A ssem bly. The business handled 
by such com m ittees shall be lim ited to those m atters assigned by the A ssem bly.
T he m em bership  o f  o ther perm anent com m ittees, o r agencies shall be lim ited to the sam e 
constitutional provisions (BC O  14-1-12) as those o f the perm anent com m ittees: to w it, that those 
w ho have served for at least a full term , o r at least tw o years o f a partial term  on  one o f the 
A ssem bly 's  perm anent com m ittees, o r perm anent subcom m ittees, o r o ther shall not be elig ib le  
for reelection to an A ssem bly com m ittee o r agency until one year has e lapsed . N om inations shall 
be handled according to the B C O  14-2-11.
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N o individual shall serve on m ore than one A ssem bly com m ittee , o r agency at one tim e, except 
those w ho serve as perm anent com m ittee representatives on the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration 
as per BC O  14-1-12. Em ployees o f  the A ssem bly 's  com m ittees, o r agencies are not elig ib le  for 
office  on an A ssem bly 's  com m ittee , o r agency, w hich adm in isters m atters directly  related to 
their area o f em ploym ent.

G  B oards o f A gencies
W hen it is necessary  for the handling o f civil m atters for the A ssem bly  to  authorize  one o f its 
agencies to incorporate and to form  a board , the re la tionsh ip  o f  the board  to the A ssem bly  rem ains 
as a com m ittee , and the provisions o f  the corporation  charter and by law s shall be in conform ity  
w ith the constitu tion  o f  the C hurch . The rules for m em bership  and election  o f  these boards shall 
be the sam e as provided fo r in the B C O  14-1, except that the num ber o f  classes and lengths o f  
term s m ay vary.

H. E xceptions.
The A ssem bly has authority  to m ake excep tions to the above guidelines for those agencies not 
specifically  covered  by the B C O , by m aking am endm ents to these bylaw s spelling  out the specific 
exceptions, as w ell as approving corporation  bylaw s in conform ity  w ith these exceptions.
1. Board o f T rustees o f the Insurance and A nnuity Fund. T he B oard o f  T rustees o f  the Insurance, 

A nnuity and R elief Funds o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica , here inafte r referred  to as 
"T rustees" , shall exercise such pow ers and conduct such business as delegated  to it by the 
G eneral A ssem bly from  tim e to tim e. Specifically , but not in lim itation thereof, the Trustees 
shall adm in ister the R etirem ent p lans, the g roup insurance plans and the m inisterial re lie f 
program s o f  the C orporation . N o action o f the G eneral A ssem bly o r the C orporation  shall 
conflic t w ith provisions o f the "T rust A greem ent for the A nnuity Fund for M inisters o f the 
P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica ,"  the "T rust A greem ent for the A nnuity Fund for Lay 
E m ployees o f  the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica ,"  the "T rust A greem ent for the M oney 
Purchase Pension Plan o f  the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica ,"  the "T rust A greem ent for 
the V oluntary T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan o f the P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica ,” and the 
"Presby terian  C hurch in A m erica H ealth and W elfare B enefit T rust"  w ithout am endm ent o f 
said Trust A greem ents as provided in the T rust A greem ents.
The Trustees w ill m ake a report to each G eneral A ssem bly  through the C om m ittee  o f  C om 
m issioners on Insurance. A nnuities and Relief.
The T rustees shall be ten (10) in num ber, d ivided into five (5) c lasses o f tw o (2) m en each 
serving five (5) year term s. The G eneral A ssem bly shall elect at each  A ssem bly  a  class o f 
T rustees to begin service im m ediately fo llow ing the conclusion  o f  the A ssem bly. Each 
m em ber o f the Trustees m ust be e ither a T eaching  Elder, R uling E lder o r D eacon in the 
P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica. The T rustees are not subject to the provisions o f  the BC O  
C hap ter 15 relating to proportionate representation  o f all P resbyteries o r for equal represen
tation o f  T eaching  and Ruling Elders.

2. The B oard o f Trustees o f  C ovenant C ollege shall consist o f tw enty-eight m em bers. The 
m em bers o f the Board o f T rustees are each  elected  to a four-year term . T he B oard is d ivided 
into four classes o f  seven m en each  such that the term s o f one-fourth  o f  the B oard m em bers 
expire each  year. T here  is no required  form ula for d iv id ing  the m em bers o f  a class betw een 
teaching  and ruling e lders. A T rustee m ay serve up to tw o successive term s, a fter w hich a 
one-year-o ff period . The G eneral A ssem bly o f  the PCA  m ay choose to elect T rustees to fill
unfinished term s o f T rustees w ho vacated  their office before their term  expired.
The T rustee who is e lected  to Fill the unfin ished  term  is e lig ib le , if  reelected , to serve one 
additional successive term , after w hich a one-year period m ust elapse before he is e ligible 
for reelection . U p to four m en o f  denom inations w ith w hich the PCA  is in ecclesiastical 
fe llow ship m ay be elected , one to each class. In add ition , the Board m ay m ake requests to 
the P resbyteries to nom inate specific  men to the Board.

3. The B oard o f  T rustees o f  C ovenant T heological Sem inary  shall consist o f not less than tw elve 
and not m ore than thirty-tw o m em bers [currently tw en ty -fou r]. The m em bers o f the Board 
o f  T rustees are each  e lected  to a four-year term . The B oard is d iv ided  equally  into four 
c lasses, the term s o f  one-fourth  o f  the B oard m em bers expiring  each year. A T rustee  may 
serve up to tw o successive term s, a fter w hich a one-year interval. T he G eneral A ssem bly o f 
the PCA  may choose to elect T rustees to fill unfin ished  term s o f  T rustees w ho vacated  their 
office before their term  expired . The Trustee  w ho is elected  to fill the unfin ished  term  is 
e lig ib le , if  reelected , to serve one additional successive term , a fter w hich a one-year period 
m ust elapse before he is elig ib le  for reelection . Each Trustee  shall be an ordained  teaching 
o r ruling e lder o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica and elected  by the G eneral A ssem bly ,
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except that up to tw o m em bers o f  each class m ay be e lders o f  d enom inations w ith w hich the 
PCA  is in ecclesiastical fellow ship . There is no required  form ula for d iv id ing  the m em bers 
o f  a class betw een teaching  and ruling e lders. In add ition , the B oard m ay m ake requests  to 
the P resbyteries to nom inate specific m en to the B oard.

4. The num ber o f  the D irectors o f  R idge H aven, Inc. shall be ten (10), d iv ided into five (5) 
classes o f  tw o (2) men each serving five (5) year term s. T he G eneral A ssem bly  shall elect 
at each A ssem bly a C lass o f D irectors to begin  service im m ediately  fo llow ing the conclusion  
o f  the A ssem bly. Each m em ber o f  the B oard o f  D irectors m ust be e ither a T eaching  o r Ruling 
E lder in the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. The m em bers o f  the B oard o f  D irectors o f 
R idge H aven are not subject to the BC O  C hap ter 14 relating  to p roportionate  representation  
o f  all P resbyteries o r for equal representa tion  o f T eaching  and R uling E lders. D irectors shall 
be elig ib le  for reelection  to a second five year term  after w hich there m ust be a one year 
interval before further reelection.

5. Investors Fund for B uilding and D evelopm ent. Each m em ber o f the board o f  trustees must 
be e ither a T E  o r RE in the PCA . A trustee shall not be elig ib le  fo r re-e lection  to the board 
until 1 year after his term  expires, excep t that, if  a trustee  has not served a full term  o r for 
at least tw o years o f a tw o o r three year term , he shall be e lig ib le  for im m ediate re-election 
at the end o f  such term ; a trustee m ay otherw ise serve non-consecutive  term s w ithout lim it. 
T rustees shall be elected  by a m ajority  vote o f  the m em bers o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
PCA  in accordance with (including the additional qualifications specified  in) the B ylaw s, the 
R ules for A ssem bly  O perations and the BC O  o f  the PC A , all as duly am ended from  tim e to 
tim e. N om inations for the board o f trustees shall be presented to the G eneral A ssem bly  by 
the nom inating  com m ittee o f  the PCA.

A R T IC L E  V . FISC A L  M A T T E R S.
Section  1. The fiscal year o f  the C orporation  shall be from  July  1 through June 30 o f  each  year, 

com m encing  July 1, 1984. The G eneral A ssem bly  shall annually  designate the auditors o f the C orporation  
on recom m endation  from  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , w hich auditing firm  shall m ake an audit o f  the 
agen c ies’ financial affairs o f the C orporation  and o f  each Perm anent C om m ittee  prom ptly follow ing the 
c lose o f  each fiscal year. T he expenses o f  such audit shall be prorated  am ong the C orporation  and each 
Perm anent C om m ittee.

Section 2 . All funds o f  the C orporation  shall be deposited  from  tim e to tim e to the credit o f the 
C orporation  in such banks, savings and loan institu tions, trust, o r o ther depositories as the Perm anent 
C om m ittees by resolu tion  m ay select.

Section  3 . All checks, d rafts, or o ther orders for the paym ent o f m oney, notes, o r o ther ev idences o f 
debtedness issued in the nam e o f  the C orporation  shall be signed by such o fficer o r officers o f  the C orporation  
as the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  shall designate . All checks, d rafts, o r o ther orders for the paym ent o f 
m oney, notes, o r o ther ev idences o f indebtedness issued in the nam e o f  any o f  the Perm anent C om m ittees 
shall be signed by such representative  o f the C om m ittee  as the C om m ittee  by resolu tion  shall designate. 
A R T IC L E  V I. E C C L E SIA ST IC A L  M A T T E R S.

Section  1. T he ecclesiastical C onstitu tion  o f the C hurch  is com posed of: the W estm inster C onfession  
o f  F aith , the L arger anti Shorter C atechism s  as adopted  by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica , and the Book o f  C hurch O rder  o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica. T he provisions o f  the 
C onstitu tion  shall control over any provisions o f  these B ylaw s that m ay be in conflic t therew ith . 
A R T IC L E  V II. A M E N D M E N T S T O  T H E  B Y L A W S

These Bylaw s m ay be am ended by a m ajority  vote at any annual o r special m eeting o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly.
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PART IV

CORRECTIONS OF THE THIRTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Page No.

14 Add to A d-Interim  C om m ittee to Study Baptism :
T E  Paul G . Settle , C alvary 
3 Ivy Trail
G reenv ille , SC 29615 

22 Add VA  after G ainesville

106 A fter recom m endation  # 2 8 ,  A dopted , add the phrase “and sent dow n to  p resb y terie s.”

372 Delete the w ord “agencies’” at the beginning o f  the fourth line o f  A R T IC L E  V . F ISC A L  
M A T TE RS.
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