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SUCCESSION O F MODERATORS

A ssem b ly Year Nam e Place o f  A ssem bly

1st 1973 Hon W . Jack W illiam son B irm ingham , AL

2nd 1974 Rev. Erskine L. Jackson M acon, GA

3rd 1975 Judge Leon F. H endrick Jackson. MS

4th 1976 Rev. W illiam  A. M clllw aine G reenville , SC

5th 1977 Hon. John T . C lark Sm yrna, GA

6th 1978 Rev. G . A iken T aylor G rand Rapids. Ml

7th 1979 Hon. W illiam  F. Joseph, Jr C harlotte , NC

8th 1980 Rev. P au lG . Settle Savannah, GA

9th 1981 Hon. K enneth L. Ryskam p Ft. Lauderdale. FL

10th 1982 Rev. R. Laird Harris Grand R apids. Ml

1 Ith 1983 Hon. L. B. A ustin III N orfolk, VA



PART I

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND OFFICES

O FFIC ER S OF TH E GENERAL ASSEMBLY

M oderator

The H onorable L B A ustin III 
1703 C restw ood Drive 

C hattanooga. T ennessee 37405

Stated  C lerk

The R everend M orton H. Sm ith 
P. O . Box 1428 

D ecatur. G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-925-7527

A ssociate Stated C lerk

The R everend Paul G ilchrist 
107 Hardy Road 

Lookout M ountain . T ennessee 37350 
Phone: 404-820-1919

T reasurer

M r. Earl W itm er 
P. O . Box 1428 

D ecatur. G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-4035

OFFIC ES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENCIES

C oord inator o f A dm inistration
M r Earl W itm er 
P O . Box 1428 

D ecatur. G eorg ia  30031 
Phone: 404-292-4035

C oord inator for C hristian  E ducation  and Pu blication s

The R everend C harles H. D unahoo 
4319 M em orial D rive, Suite F 

D ecatur. G eorgia 30032 
Phone: 404-292-6102

C oord inator for M ission to N orth  A m erica

The R everend J. Philip C lark 
P. O . Box 1703 

D ecatur. G eorgia 30031 
Phone: 404-292-5715
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C oord inator for M ission to the W orld

The R everend Paul M cK aughan 
P. O . Box 1744 

D ecatur. G eorgia 30031 
Phone: 404-292-8345

D irector o f Insu ran ce, A nnuities and R elief

M r. Jam es L Hughes 
P. O . Box 1430 

D ecatur. G eorgia 30031 
Phone: 404-292-7951

D irector o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  Foundation

M r. John W S. H udson 
4325  M em orial D rive, Suite L 

D ecatu r. G eorg ia  30032 
Phone: 404-292-9755

D irector o f R idge H aven

M r. Ed Robeson 
P. O . Box 565 

R osm an, N orth C arolina  28772 
Phone: 704-862-3916

President C ovenant C ollege

Dr. M artin Essenburg 
C ovenant C ollege 

Lookout M ountain . T ennessee 37350 
Phone: 404-820-1560

President o f C ovenant T heological Sem inary

T he R everend W illiam  S. B arker 
12330 C onw ay Road 

St. Louis, M issouri 63141 
Phone: 314-434-4044

DIRECTORY OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
AND AGENCIES

I. PERM ANENT CO M M ITTEES 
C O M M ITTEE ON ADM INISTRATION

Teaching E lders: R uling  E lders:

C lass o f 1987

R obert R eym ond. Illiana 
8903 R ockhurst Dr. 
M anchester, M issouri 6 3 0 1 1

C harles L ow ry, W estm inster 
L ow ry Hill Road 
B ristol, V irginia 24201
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John H oogstra te, Pacific N orthw est
331 72nd Street
Everett, W ashington 98203

M arvin H arris. W arrior 
Box 361
G reensbo ro , A labam a 36744

G eorge W  Knight III. St. Louis 
1417 C hristine  Drive 
Des Peres, M issouri 63131

Don K. C lem en ts . N ortheast 
14 R ainbow  H eights 
N ew port. R hode Island 02840

John S arte lle . C ovenant 
5234 M ary S tarnes Drive 
M em phis, T ennessee 38117

G eorge Fuller. Philadelphia 
534 W yncotte C ircle 
Berw yn, Pennsylvania 19312

D onald M unson, W estern  C arolinas 
P .O . Box 86
M ontreal. N orth C aro lina  28757

C lass o f  1986

John T . C lark . C entral G eorgia 
2724 Ingleside A venue 
M acon, G eorgia 31204

C harles E L eSeur, A scension 
218 S ilver Lane
M cK ees R ocks, Pennsylvania  15136

C lass o f  1985

W illiam  Joseph , E vangel, C hairm an 
2302 A llendale Place 
M ontgom ery. A labam a 3 6 1 1 1

Robert L iken, Philadelphia 
505 W oodbrook Lane 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19119

C lass o f  1984

M ike H odgkinson. C entral F lorida 
5420 N .E . Second Lane 
O cala, Florida 32671

G eorge G riffing , L ouisiana 
P .O . Box 803
Jonesville , L ouisiana 71343

A lternates

G eorge H enning. T ennessee V alley
205 R ainbow  Drive
L ookout M ountain . T ennessee 37350

A dvisory M em bers 

M oderator o f  the G eneral A ssem bly 

Im m ediate Past M oderator o f the G eneral A ssem bly 

S tated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly 

R epresentative from  C hristian  E ducation and Publications 

R epresentative  from  M ission to N orth A m erica 

R epresentative from  M ission to the W orld 

R epresentative  from  Judicial Business 

D irector o f Insurance, A nnuities and R elief 

D irector o f Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica Foundation
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C O M M ITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Teaching Elders:

Carl Sm ith , C entral Florida 
619 H attaw ay D r.2143 
A ltam onte Springs, Florida 32701

R uling E lders: 

C lass o f 1987

A rlen D ykstra , St. Louis 
2143 N. B alias Road 
St. Louis, M issouri 63131

Ralph Price, C alvary 
4 How ell Road
G reenv ille , South C arolina  29615

Class o f 1986

G eorge B. B rengle. Southern Florida 
10201 Bahai Drive 
M iam i. Florida 33189

Joseph A. Pipa, J r .,  T exas. C hairm an 
14223 Burgoyne 
H ouston , T exas 77077

T. M . M oore, Southern Florida
2081 N .W . 55th Street
Ft. L auderdale , F lorida 33308

C harles E. T urner. Southw est 
22 W est A ntelope Lane 
P rescott, A rizona 86301

H arris L angford . Evangel 
201 H arvard Road 
M ontgom ery . A labam a 36109

G eorge W Sm ith . Philadelphia
407 N. Easton Road
W illow  G rove, Pennsylvania 19090

W illiam  A. R ocap. J r .,  C entral C arolina  
P. O . Box 289
N ew ton, N orth C aro lina  28658

R obert S teadm an. Siouxlands 
G eneral D elivery 
L ennox, South D akota 57039

C lass o f 1985

D enis S tager. A scension 
RD #1
M ineral Point, Pennsylvania 15942

C lass o f 1984

R alph M ittendorff, Southern Florida 
6678 T iburon Drive 
Boca R aton, Florida 33433

Joe T reloar, M ississippi V alley 
605 East Leake Street 
C lin ton , M ississippi 39056

A lternates

Paul A lexander, Evangel 
4807 C alvert Road 
H untsville , A labam a 35805

A dvisory M em bers 
D irector o f  R idge Haven 

President o f  C ovenant C ollege 
President o f  C ovenant T heological Sem inary 

C oordinator 
C harles H. D unahoo, TE 

4319 M em orial D rive, Suite F 
D ecatur. G eorg ia  30032

O  H. Sm ith 111, G u lf Coast 
1806 E. B lount St. 
Pensacola, F lorida 32503
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C O M M ITTEE ON M ISSION TO NORTH AM ERICA

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1987

Jack M ayfield , S iouxlands 
RR #1
A ckley , Iow a 50601

M aurie M cP hee, Pacific N orthw est 
6370 O ak Street
V ancover, B ritish C olum bia V6M  2W 4 
C anada

W ayne Jam ison , N ortheast 
8 S tuyvesant O val, A pt. 2B 
N ew Y ork , New Y ork 10009

C lass o f 1986

Carl D erk , Philadelphia 
P O . Box 94
W illow  G rove , Pennsylvnia 19090

Jam es M . B aird , M ississippi V alley 
1390 N . State Street 
Jackson , M ississippi 39202

Frederick A rcher, T exas 
6001 Ken
A rlington , T exas 76017

S tephen Fox, Evangel 
P. O . Box 11425 
G reen Lantern S tation 
M ontgom ery, A labam a 3 6 1 11

C lass o f 1985

Frank B arker,E vangel 
3181 Dolly R idge Drive 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35243

H ow ard E. Perry, Philadelphia 
RD #  I , Trail Road 
H ershey, Pennsylvania 17033

C lass o f  1984

John T . B ailey, J r .,  C entral G eorg ia  
2304 D earborn Street 
A ugusta, G eorg ia  30904

D avid N icholas. Southern Florida Robert V inson, Pacific
336 Spanish  R iver B oulevard , N .W . 3235 Santa R osa W ay
Boca R aton , F lorida 33431 Union C ity , C aliforn ia  94587

Fred M arsh . M ississippi V alley , C hairm an Robert T ay lor, Pacific
P. O . Box 4862 13721 G lenoaks Boulevard
Jackson , M ississippi 39216 Sylm ar, C aliforn ia  91342

A lternates

D eW itt W atson, G reat Lakes R obert R ansom , Jam es R iver
1090 Lanny Lane 8624 C hippenham  Road
C incinnati. O hio  4 5 2 3 1 R ichm ond, V irginia 23235

C oordinator

J. Philip C lark , T E  
P. O . Box 1703 

D ecatur, G eorg ia  30031
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C O M M ITTEE ON M ISSION TO  TH E W ORLD

Teaching E lders:

D onald H oke. T ennessee V alley 
604 V illa  C rest Drive 
K noxville . T ennessee 37923

R uling Elders: 

C lass o f  1987

M . C. C ulbertson . T exas 
8617 NW  Plaza Dr. 
D allas, Texas 75225

N elson M. K ennedy. A scension 
RR # lB o x  156
D arlington . Pennsylvania 16115 

C lass o f  1986

A ddison Soltau , G reat Lakes 
1437 Jay w ood Drive 
St. L ou is,M issouri 63141

E. Lee T rink le , G u lf C oast 
P. O . Box 4008 
Panam a C ity . F lorida 32401

R obert M ifflin , D elm arva 
10 C offee  Run Lane 
W ilm ing ton . D elaw are 19808

W . Jack W illiam son, Evangel 
Box 467
G reenv ille , A labam a 36037

C lass o f 1985

C arl W . B ogue, J r ..  A scension 
591 Y ager Road 
C lin ton , O hio  44216

L. B. A ustin 111. T ennessee V alley , C hairm an 
1703 C restw ood Drive 
C hattanooga, T ennessee 37405

Henry R. G undlach, N orth G eorgia 
P .O . Box 2453 
G ainesv ille . G eorg ia  30503

C lass o f 1984

W illiam  M cC olley , Pacific N orthw est 
9445 N. E. 16th Street 
B ellew ood. W ashington , 98004

Robert F. A uffarth , D elm arva 
505 W oodlaw n Ave 
N ew ark. D elaw are 19711

A shton S tew art, D elm arva 
101 W oodcock A venue 
S hepherdstow n, W est V irginia 25443

H arry P. M usser, New R iver 
903 Evanw ood Road 
P. O . Box 2109
C harleston , W est V irginia 25328

A lternates

John O liver, C entral G eorgia 
3205 H uxley Drive 
A ugusta, G eorg ia  30909

C oordinator

John B arker, St. Louis 
317 W ildbriar Drive 
B allw in , M issouri 6 3 0 1 1

Paul M cK aughan, TE 
P. O . Box 1744

D ecatur, G eorgia 30031
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AD HOC C O M M ITTEE TO STUDY BAPTISM

C lass o f  1988

T E  G eorge W . K night III. St. Louis. C hairm an 
1417 C hristine  Drive 
Des Peres. M issouri 63131

T E  Frank M . B arker. J r ..  Evangel 
3181 Dolly R idge Drive 
B irm ingham . A labam a 35243

TE  Paul G . Settle , C alvary 
105 R iver Street
G reenv ille , South C arolina  29601

T E  C arl W . B ogue. J r ..  A scension 
591 Y ager R oad 
C lin ton . O h io  44216

RE John T hom pson . W estm inster
614 Lazy Lane
K ingsport. T ennessee 37663

II. SPECIA L CO M M ITTEES

ASSEMBLY TH EO LO G IC A L EXAM INING C O M M ITTEE

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1986

R obert S. R ayburn . Pacific N orthw est G lenn M arshall. New Jersey
818 South M Street 53 Barnw ell Dr.
T acom a, W ashington 98405 W illingboro , New Jersey  08046

C lass o f 1985

J. Robert V annoy, Philadelphia. C onvener 
218 W est W alnut Street 
Soudertow n, Pennsylvania 18964

K enneth R yskam p. Southern Florida 
10440 South W est 53rd A venue 
M iam i, F lorida 33156

C lass o f 1984

R onald C . H arding. D elm arva. 
819 P rovidence Road 
T ow son . M aryland 21204

W illiam  S tevenson. N orth G eorgia 
3917 R idgew ood Drive 
Sm yrna. G eorg ia  30080

A lternates

D avid M eyers. S iouxlands 
4922 N orth 56th Street 
O m aha. N ebraska 68104

John M cN air, G race 
Route 2
Ml O live, M ississippi 30119
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C O M M ITTEE ON IN TERCH U RCH  RELATIONS

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1986

H enry Lew is S m ith . Evangel 
585 U pper K ingston Road 
Prattv ille , A labam a 36067

Robert G . V alentine. N orth G eorgia 
2663 D avidson Drive 
L ithon ia, G eorg ia  30058

R ichard A delm an . G ull C oast 
P. O . Box 638 
V alparaiso . F lorida 32580

M orton H. Sm ith . S tated C lerk 
P. O . Box 1428 
D ecatur, G eorg ia  3 0 0 3 1

Robert W . D unn, Illiana 
540 E. N inth S treet 23825 
A lton . Illinois 62002

G eorge H. G ulley , J r .,  G race 
505 S torm  A venue 
B rookhaven, M ississippi 39601

C lass o f 1985

B ruce M . Ferg, Southw est 
4809 E. 13th Street 
T uscon , A rizona 8 5 7 1 1

C lass o f  1984

L aw rence H. D eB ert, N orth G eorg ia , C hairm an 
6941 Shangrila W ay 
R iverdale, G eorg ia  30296

Ex-O fficio

A lternates

R obert H arrah , Pacific N orthw est 
15th A venue, S .E .,  Space 103 
B othel. W ashington 98011

C O M M ITTEE ON JU D IC IA L BUSINESS

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1987

John Van V oorhis, C alvary 
Route 7, M t. Brook Trail 
G reenv ille , SC 29609

C lass o f  1986

Joseph G ardner, Jr , L ouisiana H enry G . Sm ith , C entral C arolina
Rt. I , Box 253 103 C hanning  Trail
Z achary . Louisiana 70791 W arner R obbins. G eorg ia  31093

C lass o f  1985

R odney K ing, Southw est 
5204 E. 5th St.
T ucson . A rizona 85771

Russell T om s, C entral Florida 
P O . Box 403 
W auchula , F lorida 3387.3

Stanley D. W ells, O klahom a 
12815 W est 118th 
O verland Park, K ansas 66210
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C lass o f  1984

V aughn E. H athaw ay, J r ..  G race, C hairm an 
P. O . Box 84
W aynesboro , M ississippi 39367

W illiam  B uiten. Southern  Florida 
1022 San Pedro A venue 
C oral G ables, F lorida 33156

A lternates

D avid L inden. Pacific N orthw est 
2803 Lionel C rescen t SW 
C algary  A lberta T 3E  Spa. 6BI 
C anada

D avid Fox, W estern  C arolinas 
1606 Dixie Lane
H endersonville, N orth C aro lina  28739

III. OTHER AGENCIES 

TRUSTEES FOR INSURANCE AND ANNUITY FUND

C lass o f  1988

Robert V anF leet, C entral Florida 
10468 SW  57th T errace 
O cala , F lorida 32674

Jam es Sh ip ley , C entral G eorgia 
613 L aeson Drive 
Perry, G eorg ia  31069

C lass o f  1987

C harles C ox , G race 
P .O . Box 527
T aylorsv ille . M ississippi 39168

Franklin  D ym ess, Philadelphia 
R .D . 2, Box 17
Q uarryv ille , Pennsylvania 17566

C lass o f 1986

John W . T odd , J r .,  A scension 
RD # 4 ,  B lackburn Road 
Sew ickley , Pennsylvania 15143

M ark R oessler, Southern Florida 
5555 N. Federal Hwy.
Ft L auderdale , F lorida 33308

C lass o f  1985

T hom as L eopard . E vangel. C hairm an 
3001 U .S . H w y. 280 South 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35243
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T hom as Low e, W estm inster 
First N ational Bank o f  Sullivan C o. 
B ristol. T ennessee 37620

C lass o f  1984

A llen M orris. Southern  F lorida 
1000 Brickell A venue 
M iam i, Florida 33131

J. Edm und Johnston , M ississippi V alley 
4226 C anterbury C ourt 
Jackson . M ississippi 39211

A dvisory M em ber

Earl W itm er, C oordinator o f  A dm inistration

D irector

Jam es L. H ughes 
P O . Box 1430 

D ecatur. G eorg ia  30031 
(404) 292-7951

BOARD O F TRUSTEES FOR THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AM ERICA FOUNDATION

C lass o f  1987

T. K. H art. C alvary 
Rt # 2 .  M oore Lane 
G reenv ille . South C arolina  29607

Vernon C otten , M ississippi V alley
P. O . Box 594
C arthage. M ississippi 39051

C lass o f  1986

E. Allen D uble, St. Louis 
12330 C onw ay Road
St. Louis, M issouri 63141

Robert A vis, St. Louis 
9850 W aterburg  Drive 
St. Louis, M issouri 63124

C lass o f  1985

Ross B air, Southern Florida 
8912 NW  15 Ct.
Coral Springs, Florida 33065

F. E. B rasfield , M ississippi V alley, C hairm an 
Edw ards, M ississippi 39066
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C lass o f  1984

A ndy T ro tter, T ennessee  V alley 
554 M cC allie  A venue 
C hattanooga , T ennessee  37408

Robert B row n, Pacific N orthw est 
6924 40th S treet. S .W .
S eattle , W ashington  98136

A dvisory M em ber

Earl W itm er. C oord inato r o f A dm inistration

D irector

John  W .S . H udson
4325  M em oria l D rive , Suite L
D eca tu r. G eo rg ia  30032

BOARD O F TRUSTEES OF RIDGE HAVEN

C lass o f 1986

T hom as W aldecker. Illiana 
Box 411
C ou lterv ille . Illinois 62237

Henry B ishop. G race 
239 E. M arion Ave.
C rystal Springs, M ississippi 39059

R andy S teele . Southw est 
3833 Ivy Lane 
W ellington . C o 80549

C lass o f  1985

R obert B laylock . Louisiana 
2106 C ooktow n Road 
R uston , Louisiana 71270

K enneth K eyes, Southern  Florida
W inter P. O . Box 807. B oynton B each. FL 33436
S um m er P O  Box 40 , H ighlands, NC 28741

R oyce C. W aites, C alvary , C hairm an 
P O . Box 4871
C olum bia , South C arolina  29240

C lass o f  1984

N ew ton B rooks, G u lf C oast 
413 M ain Street 
C hattahoochee, Florida 32324

R obert H arris, N orth G eorgia 
2233 W ilson R oad. N .W  
C onyers, G eorg ia  30207
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Harold T olsm a, Texas 
9942 Bordley 
H ouston . T exas 77042

A dvisory M em ber

C harles D unahoo, C oord inato r o f  C hristian E ducation and Publications

D irector

Edw ard R obeson 
P. O . Box 565 

R osm an. N orth C arolina  28772

BOARD O F TRUSTEES OF COVENANT CO LLEG E

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f 1987

T hom as K ay. S r .. W arrior 
31 H ereford Hills 
A liceville . A labam a 35442

Joel Belz, W estern  C arolina 
Box 9756
A sheville, N orth C aro lina  28805

R obert B utterfie ld , C entra l Florida 
2043 S iesta  Lane 
O rlando , Flordia 32804

C larence Den D ulk, O rthodox Presbyterian 
1480 W est L isburn Road 
M echanicsburg . Pennsylvania  17055

M yron D unton, O klahom a 
4629 South Toledo 
T ulsa , O klahom a 74135

Robert H eerdt, Philadelphia 
600 L indley Road 
G lenside, Pennsylvania 19038

Jam es K aufm ann, Evangel 
1 1011 V ivian Drive (H)
H untsville . A labam a 35810

C lass o f  1986

W illiam  B arker. St. Louis 
12262 C onw ay Road 
St. Louis, M issouri 63141

Jam es E. Singleton . Pacific 
30666 Passagew ay Place 
A goura. C aliforn ia  91301

R ichard C hew ning , Jam es R iver, C hairm an
7 R idge Road
R ichm ond, V irginia 23119

Ross E. C ook . C ovenant 
6441 G illham  Drive 
M em phis, T ennessee 38314

M orton H. Sm ith . W estern  C arolinas 
P .O . Box 1428 
D ecatur, G eorgia 30031

Hugh O . M aclellan , S r ., T ennessee V alley
109 East Brow  Road
Lookout M ountain . T ennessee 37350
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Earl W itm er, G reat Lakes 
P .O . Box 1428 
D ecatur, G eorg ia  3 0 0 3 1

C lass o f  1985

Jam es J. C onrad , Southern  Florida 
6986 Trail B oulevard 
N aples, F lorida 33940

T hom as G . C ross, C alvary 
130 T ybom e C ircle 
C olum bia, South C aro lina  29210

A1 Lutz, C alvary 
G arlington  Road
G reenv ille , South C arolina  29607

Robert D. G ray , D elm arva 
2415 K now les R oad 
W ilm ington , D elaw are 19810

W illiam  H. H all, C entral F lorida 
1019 S w eetb riar Road 
O rlando, Florida 32806

H arry J. Jenn ings, G reat Lakes 
754 N orth 400  East 
V alparaiso , Indiana 46383

W endell G raves, O rthodox  P resbyterian 
514 K ingsbard 
W aterloo , Iow a 50701

C lass o f  1984

D om inic A quila , O rthodox Presbyterian 
16602 A m berw ood W ay 
C erritos, C alifo rn ia  90701

D avid C lelland , Texas 
2005 C am pbell Parkw ay 
R ichardson, T exas 75081

Stephen W . L eonard , Pacific N orthw est 
4512 G reenw ood  A venue N orth 
Seattle , W ashington 98103

R obert G . R aybum , St. Louis
12330 C onw ay Road
St. L ou is, M issouri 63141

H erbert C rew s, C alvary 
O ne Sheraton A venue 
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29615

R ichard G abrie lse , C hristian  R eform ed 
21510 D onaldson 
D earborn , M ichigan 48124

John D. Loeks, J r .,  G reat Lakes 
6020 T hom app le  R iver D rive, S .E . 
A lto , M ichigan 49302

A dvisory M em ber 

C harles D unahoo. C oord inato r o f  C hristian  Education  and Publications

BOARD O F TRUSTEES O F COVENANT TH EO LO G IC A L SEM INARY

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f 1987

Bill C om bs, G race 
3230 W ynn Drive 
A vondale E sta tes, G eorgia 30002

J. R obert F iol, Jam es R iver 
1520 N arbonne C ourt 
V irginia B each, V irginia 23456

C lark  B reeding, T exas 
Box 12447
D allas, T exas 75225-0447

Lanny M oore. C alvary
7 Shelburne Road
G reenv ille , South C aro lina  29607

R obert Neill
3104 W oodhaven Drive
B irm ingham , A labam a 35243
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W illiam  P. T hom pson . M ississippi V alley 
Route 6 , Box 290 
Y azoo C ity . M ississippi 39194

C lass o f  1986

John B. L ew is, St. Louis 
810 South W arson Road 
St. Louis, M issouri 63124

Robert M orrison . D elm arva 
1049 30th S treet. N .W .
W ashington, D .C . 20007

A rthur C. S to ll. N orthern Illinois 
750 East M ain Street 
South E lgin, Illinois 60177

Jam es R. W ilk ins. J r .,  Louisiana 
14 C hateau  Pantet C anet Drive 
K enner, L ouisiana 70026

C lass o f 1985

G . Paul Jones. J r .,  C entral G eorg ia  
P. O . Box 6497 
M acon. G eorg ia  31213

H arold Van K ley. St. Louis 
6225 W est 157th Place 
O ak Forest, Illinois 60452

Jam es B. O rders. J r .,  C alvary 
ox 3827
G reenv ille , South C arolina  29608

R ichard W ulf. Southw est 
1339 N orth 31st C ircle 
C olorado Springs. C olorado  80904

C lass o f  1984

R ichard E llingsw orth , D elm arva 
1011 C loverlea  Road 
T ow son . M aryland 21204

Edw ard J. R obeson. W estern  C arolinas 
P. O . Box 565
R osm an, N orth C aro lina  28772

John E. Spencer. Evangel 
3500 M ill Run Road 
B irm ingham , A labam a 35223

W . Lee T roup . A scension 
931 Shenango R oad 
B eaver Falls, Pennsylvania  15010

A dvisor

to attend at the invitation o f the Board

A llan B aldw in, G reat Lakes 
1457 A rdm ore, S .E .
G rand R apids, M ichigan 49507

C harles B. H olliday . A scension 
141 C rescent H ills Road 
P ittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15235

Stephen Sm allm an, D elm arva 
10631 R unaw ay Lane 
G reat Falls, V irginia 22066

R odney S tortz, St. Louis 
2143 N. B alias Road 
St. Louis. M issouri 63131

M ark E. Pett, D elm arva 
1407 W oodbridge Lane 
Sykesv ille . M aryland 21784

D onald Sherow , C hristian R eform ed 
498 M adison A venue 
P aterson . New Jersey 07514

C harles D unahoo. C oord inato r o f  C hristian E ducation and Publications
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PART II

JOURNAL 
MINUTES— MONDAY AFTERNOON 

June 13,1983 

First Session 

11-1 Assembly Called to Order and Opening Worship
The Eleventh General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America convened at 

1:00 p.m. on Monday, June 13, 1983, in the Omni Hotel, Norfolk, Virginia. The 
Assembly was called to order and opened with prayer by the Moderator, TE R. Laird 
Harris. The Assembly joined in the worship of God according to the following order of 
worship.

O rder o f  W orship  
C onvening 

T he E leventh G eneral A ssem bly 
Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica

June 13, 1983 1:00 P .M . N orfolk , V irginia

P R E L U D E ..............................................................................................................The R everend Law rence R off, O rganist
‘ C A L L  T O  W O R S H IP ....................................................................................... The R everend L aird H arris , M oderato r
‘ D O X O LO G Y
•IN V O C A T IO N
•H Y M N  O F  P R A IS E .................................................................................................................................... H ym n N um ber 82

'U n to  the H ills A round Do I Lift U p ’
SE A SO N  O F  PRA Y ER
SPE C IA L  M U S IC ............................................................. M r. S teve L aw ton, V ocalist; M rs. C athy  L aw ton , Pianist

Jesus, L over o f  M y S ou l'
•H Y M N  O F  P R E P A R A T IO N ...................................................................................................................H ym n N um ber 271

‘How  Sw eet and A w ful Is The P lace ’
SC R IPT U R E  L E S S O N .............................................................................................................................. F irst T im othy  6:3-16
S E R M O N ....................................................................................................................................................................T he M oderator

'T ru th , G odliness, and the K ing o f  K ings’
S P E C IA L  M U S IC .............................................................................................................T idew ater A rea C om bined  C hoirs

‘O Sacred H ead, Now  W ounded ’
SA C R A M E N T  O F  T H E  L O R D 'S  S U P P E R ...........................................................................................................P residing

T he R everend M ark S toudt 
T he R everend W illiam  H arrell

•H Y M N  O F T E S T IM O N Y ..............................................................................................H ym n N um ber 218 (T hird  Tune)
All Hail the Pow er o f Jesu s’ N am e’

•B E N E D IC T IO N
PO ST LU D E

•C ongrega tion  standing

11-2 Recess and Prayer
At 2:35 p.m. the Moderator declared a recess for a period of ten minutes.

11-2 Reconvening
The Assembly was called back to order following the recess and led in prayer by TE 

William J. Stanway, who included special intercession for TE Terry L. Mercer’s wife, 
very seriously ill at home.
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11-3 Quorum and Roll
The Stated Clerk announced that a quorum was present. The final enrollment of 

commissioners was as follows:

A SC E N SIO N  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in P ennsylvania, except as ind ica ted .)
T ow n C hurch T each ing E lder R ulin g E lder

1. A kron , OH Faith C arl W . B ogue, Jr. Jeffrey  D. B rotherton
2. A liquippa Raccoon Robert Bradbury T om  Seese
3. B eaver Falls C hrist R ichard Rowe
4. Bovard C ovenant D aniel H. Perrin
5. B utler M iddlesex Earl F. Fair
6. W estm inster W arren W . W est John W . M iller
7. D arlington D arlington R eform ed W illiam  H. A lbany
8. E igh ty -Four V iew  C rest R eform ed N ick E. Protos K erry B lack
9. E llw ood C ity Berean Bruce J. G ardner

10. Erie Faith R eform ed Paul M. D oriani John P. Finch
11. Johnstow n Trinity D avid L. K arlberg
12. L igonier Pioneer Robert Hopper
13. M cK ees R ocks Providence A rthur C. B roadw ick John W  Todd
14. M onroeville N ew  Hope Bruce M aw hinney
15. Sovereign G race Frank D. M oser John L. D augherty
16. MurTysville M aranatha R eform ed C harles W inkler
17. Pittsburgh C ovenant R obert P. E ickelberg
18. First R eform ed C harles B. Holliday 

Dale W eldon
Paul A nthony

19. South Hills A rnold Frank
20. V alencia G ospel Fellow ship Bailey C . C adm an
21. Volant L iving W ord Jerry I. M aguire M ichael A . L aw rence
22. Y oungstow n, OH C ornerstone W illiam  R. W olfgang

E. C row ell Cooley 
M ark L. D albey 
Dale D idier 
W illiam  E dgar III 
T hom as M. G regory  
R ichard H. Lang 
Kurt H. Lutjens 
John P. M acRae 
S tuart H. Perrin 
R obert C. Peterson 
Carl A. Stew art 
W illiam  R. Voorhis

C A L V A R Y  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in South C aro lina .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing Elder R ulin g E lder

1. A bbeville New Hope Pat H odge
2. A iken G race Fred L. Zoeller Q . Ju tson Fulm e
3. New Covenant D aniel E. D eaton Elm er W ilhite
4. A lcolu New Harm ony R alph W . B leasdale
5. B lair Salem Dan Sm yth
6. C ashville A ntioch Joseph B. Lennon
7. C harleston C hurch  Creek G erald M alkus
8. C heraw Faith Robert D. F itler Frank Eskridge
9. W estm inster Jaym e S. Sickert G ary  Lehn

10. C lover Bethel Vernon N. W est G eorge R. R atchford
II. Scherer M em orial Jam es S im oneau Boyd Johnston
12. C olum bia C ovenant Jam es G . Aitken 

W illiam  Sim oneau
W . L eG rand C ooper
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13. Eau C laire Harold R. Patteson
14. N ortheast G eorge D. C row Royce G . W aites
15. N ursery R oad T hom as Cross
16. Rose Hill L. C raig  W ilkes
17. G affney Beech St Jam es M oore
18. Salem L aw rence Snapp
19. G reenville C alvary John Sm ith , Jr.
20. M itchell R oad Henry Hope Ralph Price
21. R eedy R iver K enneth G entry Ed V aughn
22. Second R ichard L. Burguet R oscoe A . R iggins

Paul G . Settle
23. Shannon Forest Al Lutz Lanny M oore
24. G reenw ood R ock C len ton  Ilderton
25. Fulton W illiam  C harles Sm ith W . E lm er M athis
26. L exington Lexington Joseph V. N ovenson
27. M anning N ew  C ovenant R. T hom as C heely Jam es King
28. M cC onnells O livet Sam  B. H oyt, Jr.
29. M oore C enter Point John Love R obert M cA bee
30. M yrtle Beach C ovenant V aughn Shoem aker Justin  Sedlak
31. R eidville R eidville D avid Frierson A. W . Pearson
32. R ock Hill H opewell C arl B arfield
33. W estm inster C . E. C raven John B arnes

D an T hom pson Frank L im erick
34. R oebuck M t. C alvary C harles C ham pion Jack Rhodes
35. Roebuck Louie M. C am pbell
36. Sardinia Sardinia R obert Korn Jam es E. P layer
37. S im psonville D avenport Road S teve Price
38. Spartanburg Powell Jack  G iddings
39. P rovidence R. G rady Love
40. Sum ter W estm inster John C. R opp, Jr.
41. Union M cC utchen M em orial Loren V. W atson
42. Union Salters U nion Salters T ed M artin
43. Van W yck M atthew s, NC Trin ity C harles W ilson
44. W hite Rock Faith T erry  C rim m
45. W innsboro Lebanon John R. Thom pson
46. W oodruff A ntioch Joseph D. Beale John K ilgore
47. York Filbert H. W allace T insley , Jr. John Q . H all, Sr.

W illiam  H. B enchoff 
LeR oy H. Ferguson III 
R obert B. N eedham  
Hugh S. Pow lison

C E N T R A L  C A R O L IN A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (All towns are in North Carolina.)

Tow n C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

1. A lbem arle Second Street D avid A lexander
2. Belm ont East Belm ont Jack B ow ling Frank Sum m erville
3. C harlotte Faith Ross W . G raham W . G ary  C ram pton
4. N ew  Life Jack Eubanks
5. Prosperity Stephen Stout R obert B eard
6. D enver Lakeshore D ewey M urphy W illiam  A . R oca
7. Fayetteville C ross C reek R andy W ilding
8. G astonia South Point W alter T hom pson C raig  K endrick
9. Lexington M eadow view K enneth Hash

10. Locust C arolina Eulice D. T hom as W alter W elch
11. M atthew s C hrist C ovenant Harry L. R eeder III 

Robert W ilcox
H a n y  M artin



20 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

12. M ount M oum e
13. N orth B elm ont
14. Stanley

Faith
G oshen
First

Robert P. B raw ley 
A lfred A. Saleeby 
W illiam  T ed Sm ith

C lyde L. G odw in

C E N T R A L  FL O R ID A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in F lo rida .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing Elder

1. B radenton Hope K enneth N ippert
2. G ainesville Faith R odney C ulbertson 

Dale Linder
3. G oldenrod Im m anuel Evangelical Peter Cross
4 . Jacksonville W estm inster Frank Boswell 

Jim  M cK ee
5. Lakeland C ovenant G eorge P. H utchinson
6. M aitland O rangew ood H C harles G reen 

Carl Sm ith
7. M elbourne C ovenant Dan Hendley
8. N orth Port First
9. O cala G race T om  Henry 

Jam es Young
10. Sarasota C ovenan t Life Law rence E. Edison
11. Faith D arrell C . Harris
12. Tam pa Sem inole John W . Buswell 

M ike Potts
13. T am pa Bay Jam es Saxon
14. W auchula Faith Russell D. Tom s
15. W inter Haven C ovenant Leonard Bullock 

Jack Jagoditsch

R ichard Fraser 
C arlton Heil 
R onald L. Sw afford 
Jack Turpin 
R odney W hited 
Steve W ood

C E N T R A L  G E O R G IA  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in G eorgia .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing Elder

1. A ugusta First John R. H utchinson

2. C olum bus W estm inster Jim  C am pbell
3. Forsyth D ayspring D. C harles Frost
4. G arden C ity C hapel-in-the-G ardens G  D avid Russell
5. M acon First M ichael Bolus 

Henry Schum

6. V ineville M ark C ushm an 
W ilson Sm ith

7. M artinez W estm inster J. A rchie M oore
8. Perry Perry Jam es E Shipley
9. Sandersville Sandersville G ary Purvis

10. Savannah Eastern H eights Jam es A. Bryant

R. C . B enfield 
Buford Price 
Jam es E. M itchell

R ulin g E lder

Ron L anphear 
C huck H astings

H. Lavergne Brow n 
W illiam  Hall

G ordon Shaw  
M ike H odgkinson

W illard  A rm strong

G ray E. Vance 
W alter C olem an

R uling E lder

John T . B ailie. Jr. 
T u rner M urphy 
W endell Seym our

Larry J. Breed 
W alter Scott 
John T . C lark 
D onald C om er 
G eorge N ottingham  
Jam es T urner

C harles M cLeod 
J. Hall Schenck

H ow ard H ansen
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11.

12 .

13. Thom son
14. V aldosta
15. W arner Robins 
16 W aynesboro

Hull M em orial
Providence
T hom son
W estm inster
C ovenant
First

Jam es Barr 
D avid Bryson 
Bruce E. Davis 
Ben K onopa 
Robert L Jarrett 
Jam es Knight

G eorge C . Sm ith 
Stephen Jackson 
C harles E. Sim pson 
H ow ard L incoln 
Henry G . Sm ith 
W illiam  Sm ith

R oland S. Barnes 
John G rauley 
A. Dale U m breit

C O V E N A N T  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M ississippi, except as ind icated .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing E lder R uling E lder

1. C arro llton C arrollton M ichael A hlberg
2. C larendon . AR First D aniel Sem ones
3. C larksdale First T hom as G . K ay, Jr
4 . C leveland C ovenant W ilson Benton
5. C o lum bus T he P resby.C h. R obert Penny 

John T ucker
B land C am pbell

6. H ickory W ithe, TN  H ickory W ithe K enneth L. C am p T erry  Eakin
7. H ouston H ouston Paul H onom ichl
8. lndianola First D anny K etchum
9. Jackson . TN G race C arl D . C haplin Earl E. Jaggers

10. L ittle R ock. AR C ovenant R obert C . C annada, Jr. 
S tephen L. Sanford

Bill C ollie

11. M arks M arks Laurie V. Jones
12. M em phis First R eform ed W illiam  Spink
13. O sceo la , AR First A rthur R ogers
14. S tarkville G race G eorge C oxhead
15. V aiden B lackm onton P hilip  M cR ae (2)
16. Shongalo P hilip  M cR ae (2)
17. W ater Valley First Frank E. H am ilton J. B arron C aulfie ld
18. W inona First Harold R ichardson

C harles R. C oe 
C hip  M iller 
J im m y T urner 
Ford W illiam s

D E L M A R V A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M aryland, excep t as ind icated .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing  E lder

1. A rlington C hrist Jam es H utchens
2. B altim ore A isquith T hom as G raham
3. A rm islead G ardens John E. Johnston

H erm ann W . M ischke
4. Forest Park W alter M enges
5. Inverness W illiam  Jones
6. V alley Stephen P. Beck

R onald C . Harding
7. C atonsville G race D aniel B roadw ater
8. E llicott C ity C hapelgate B ruce Finn

R oland Travis
9. Falls C hurch M unson Hill R ichard B itzer

10. Frederick Faith G eorge M iller

R ulin g E lder

J. A lan C rum baker 

R ufus Kelly 

W illiam  H. M oore IV

Thom as W ebb
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11. G ainesv ille , VA G ainesville Philip  D ouglass 
Jack  Lash

12. G athersv ille Shady G rove G ary Yagel
13. H ancock G race G arry  Knaebel
14. H yattsville W allace M em orial Lance Hudgens 

Verl A. C urrence
15. M anassas, VA Reform ed Edw in P E lliott, Jr. 

Edwin Elliott
16. M artinsburg , W V Pilgrim H arry E. G rim es
17. M cL ean , VA M cLean Stephen Baldwin 

S tephen Sm allm an
18. M cL ean Korean Sang M ook Kim
19. N ew ark, DE Evangelical R obert Auffarth 

C alvin Frett
20. N ew  C astle , DE Bethany Raym ond W right
21 M anor G ustav  Blom quist
22. R andallstow n Liberty Robert C hilds

23. Springfie ld , VA H arvester R onald Bossom
24. S tan ton , DE C ovenant B ruce Howes
25. T im onium Tim onium K. Eric Perrin

26. W ilm ing ton , DE Faith Frank Sm ick, Jr.
27. W oodbridge, VA G race

John G . Arm es 
G eorge Bragdon 
C raig  G arriott 
R. Laird Harris 
Beryl Hubbard 
N elson M alkus 
W erner M ietling
O. Palm er R obertson

E A ST E R N  C A N A D A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in C anada.)

T ow n C hurch T each ing Elder

1. H alifax , N .S . G race
2. K itchener, O nt. G race Fellow ship D onald A. C odling

Robert A. M cPherson
3. N ew  C astle . N B C ovenant Robert H am ilton

E A ST E R N  C A R O L IN A  (A ll tow ns are in N orth C aro lina .)

T ow n

1. Burlington
2. C ary
3. D urham
4.
5. Frem ont
6. G oldsboro
7. High Point
8. R aleigh
9. W ilm ington

C hurch

N orthside
Peace
F uller M em orial
Lednum
W hite Oak
A ntioch
W estm inster
New C ovenant
Trinity

T each ing Elder

R hett Sanders 
Jam es W orkm an 
Jam es Edw ards 
Henry E. Johnson 
Edw ard Crook 
J. Lew is Baker 
D avid Dively 
J A. H errington 
D aniel Pruitt

C harles B aker

D avid C offin , Jr.

Carl Foltz

K enneth C hung 
J. R obert M artin 
W illiam  M etzger

Pete G arriott 
R andy Sherm an

R ichard Ellingsw orth  
W illiam  Sm oot 
W ilhelm us Scaffers 
G eorge Fielding

R uling E lder

D ean Veinott 
R obert M artin

R ulin g E lder

W illiam  H uffm an 
Jam es Bus

W illiam  H. Long 
W illiam  Farm er

T . W . Franklin  
N elson K ennedy
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E V A N G E L  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in A labam a.)

Tow n C hurch T each ing  E lder
1. A nniston Faith G eorge M itchell
2. B irm ingham B riarw ood Frank M . B arker 

K enneth D. W ilson

3. C ovenant W illiam  Hay
4. G race Fellow ship Joe Ellis
5. Third  Presbyterian R ichard C . Trucks
6. C lanton Clanton Bob Allyn
7. D othan First C harles M cG ow an 

T ay lor M cG ow n
8. Eufaula Friendship Joe Harrell
9. F lorala First G eorge R oberts

10. G adsden First Em ory H aygood 
Jam es Spiritosanto

11. R ainbow C . B. C o llier, Jr.
12. G reenville First
13. H ayneville H ayneville W illiam  M ason
14. H elena Evangel G rady E. Sim pson
15. H ueytow n T he C ontinuing Steven Shum an
16. H untsville C om m unity W illiam  C ooper, Jr.
17. H untsville Ebenezer S tephen Parker
18. R eform ed Paul A lexander
19. M ontgom ery C ovenant Jam es M isner
20. First E dw ard  Johnson
21. O ak Park Brian H. N icholson
22. Trinity Hal E. M cN eely

23. N otasulga W oodland N ational F. A llan S tory , Jr.
24. O pelika Trin ity T hom as F. B am es
25. O zark O zark R andall Y elverton
26. Pinson M t. C alvary M ichael W illiam s
27. Prattville First H enry L. Sm ith

27. Sylacauga K nollw ood D an Faber

D avid C rocker 
Paul Long, Jr. 
Jim m y Lyons 
J. R obert M uhlig 
R onald S iegen thaler 
W illiam  C . Sm ith

G R A C E  P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in M ississippi, except as ind icated .)

Tow n C hurch T eaching  E lder

I . Bay Springs
2 Biloxi
3 Brookhaven
4. C entreville
5. C ollins
6. C rystal Springs
7. E llisville

Bay Springs
First
Faith
Thom son M em orial
C ollins
First
Ellisville

Jam es Shull

Shelton P. Sanford 
Leon D. Lovett 
S teve Jakes 
H enry G . B ishop, Jr. 
G ary E. Som erville

R ulin g E lder
R andy H enderson 
D ouglas H askew  
T hom as F. Leopard  
John M cK instry  
G eorge K . M oss 
John E. Spencer 
T om  C ronier

R obert H ezlep , Jr.

Sam  J. H all III 
R ichard M cC lintock

R upert G reene 
B yram  T ow ers 
Paul T akacs

W . J. W illiam son

M ac G ardner 
Jack H om ady 
T y ler G . Cox 
John A lbritton 
R obert E. C arnes 
Stephen M . Fox 
W illiam  J. G ordy

R ichard W . T eague

R uling E lder

E lvin V. Vestal 
C arl J. A ycock 
W exler W hite
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8. G loster B ethany Eugene C ase (2)
9. G ulfport First R ichard L. Sum m ers

10. H attiesburg Bay Street John S. Ragland
11. First Roy Taylor
12. W oodland E. W . L iner
13. H azelhurst First T om  M cC lelland
14. Laurel C ovenant W alter Shephard
15. Leakesville Leakesville Robert Byrne
16. L iberty Liberty Randall G . R ichm ond E. L. C aston
17. M agee M agee Robert Schw anebeck
18. Sharon Tim othy Dye Sherley M addox
19. M ize C alvary Scott L Reiber
20. M oss Point M oss Point Jam es B om m an
21. Prentiss Prentiss French Tripp
22. W aynesboro Philadelphus Robert H ollingsw orth
23. W aynesboro V aughn E. H athaw ay. Jr.
24. W oodville First Eugene C ase (2)

D uane M allow  
Jack Ross 
W illiam  Stanw ay

G R E A T  L A K E S  P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in Indiana, except as indicated .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing Elder R ulin g E lder

1. Bad A xe. MI First Jam es H oltrop 
H ow ard Lane

2. C incinnati, OH C hurch  o f the C ovenant D eW itt W atson
3. C o lum bus, OH Trinity Robert A. W ildem an
4. Fenton. M l T yrone C ovenant A . K enneth Kuyk
5. G rand R apids, MI C hrist A llan Baldwin W illiam  Sm ith
6. Indianapolis First R eform ed D avid M cK ay Steve O verstreet
7. M uncie W estm inster Rodney Stortz
8. Pataskala , OH Jersey Reform ed W illiam  D. Slaw ter

 
Donald Rem illard 
W illiam  A. Shell 
Jam es F. Snyder 
A ddison Soltau

G U L F  C O A S T  P R E S B Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in F lorida , except as ind icated .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing Elder R ulin g E lder

1. C an tonm ent Pinew oods John Findlay John Sport
2. C hattahoochee Chattahoochee N ew ton B rooks
3. D estin Safe H arbor R obert Dale
4. Ft. W alton Beach W estm inster R obert C . W ilson Jerry Lloyd
5. G u lf Breeze C oncord W illiam  A. Fox G erry W . Sovereign
6. M adison G race Julian G ibson
7. M obile , AL Ridgew ood Paul T . M cH enry III
8. Panam a C ity C ovenant R obert S. Hayes
9. Pensacola M cllw ain M alcolm  M. G riffith W . M . H arris IV

10. W arrington R obert S. H om ick
11. Q uincy N ew  Philadelphia Tom m y C arr Jam es E. G ilbert
12. Tallahassee W estm inster Jam es E. W atson C. W . B row ning ,Jr
13. W ildw ood Steven B radford

D onald D unkerley 
W illiam  A . M cllw aine
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1LLIANA PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Illinois, except as indicated. )

Tow n C hurch T each ing  Elder R ulin g E lder

1. C oulterv ille
2. Sparta
3. W aterloo

G randcote
Bethel
C oncord

Thom as W aldecker 
B ryan Chapell 
Robert L. R eym ond

Eugene Fullerton 
C. H. W illiam s

W . Harold M are 
W esley W alters

JA M E S R IV E R  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in V irg in ia, except as indicated .)

R uling E lder  

W allace Pugh

E ugene Friedline 
D ouglas Johnson

W alter L astovica 
Leland N ichols 
Easley Shelton 
T ed Pow ers 
Joseph W . Parron

W illiam  R ussell 
D aniel Ice 
R ichard C hew ning

B ob C assis 
W . G . Thom pson 
R eece B. W hite ,S r. 
N orm an Fish

H eber H im m elw right

Tow n C hurch T each ing  E lder

1. A m herst C ounty Faith
2. C harlo ttesv ille T rin ity C harles Drew 

Joseph F. Ryan
3. C hesapeake Evangelical G ary  Englestad
4. C hester C entra lia John H olm es
5. H am pton C alvary D avid K iew iet
6. New Bethel L am ar M cK ee
7. H opewell R ivers Edge R ichard Brinkley 

John Batusic
8. W est End G eorge Brengle 

Sam  Cappel
9. W est H opewell Tim  Keller

10. N orfolk C alvary Edw ard S. W allace 
Leon F. W ardell

11. Petersburg T abb  Street M ichael F razier
12. R ichm ond C alvin Tim  A llem an
13. S tony Point Frank C rane 

H ow ard G riffith
14 Suffolk W estm inster M ike Y oundt
15. V irginia Beach Eastm inster Russell F laxm an

16. New C ovenant R obert Schoof 
Don C lem ents

17. New Life S teve Schoof

Harold Borchert 
J R obert Fiol 
W illiam  Harrell 
H arry Long 
N orm an E. M cL eod 
D ennis Rupert 
Ronald Schw artz

K O R E A N  L A N G U A G E  PR E SB Y T E R Y

T ow n C hurch T each ing E lder R ulin g E lder

1. A naheim , CA
2. C hicago , IL

3. D ecatur. GA 
4 F rem ont, CA 
5. M cL ean. VA

W estm inster 
K orean Bethel

K orean First 
Koren Peniel 
M cL ean Korean

Ik C hang 
C hang-Je Kim  
Sam uel Park 
Sam  Jung Suh 
Sung N ak i^ee 
San M ook Kim K enneth C hung
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6. L ansdale, PA First Korean llchu C hung
7. K orean U nited
8. P h iladelphia , PA E m m anuel C hurch Inho Henry Koh
9. R eseda, CA W est V alley K orean Hui Chu C hung

10. San Jose , CA K orean Bethany Jae Deok Jang
I I . Santa A na, CA South O range D avid D alsaing Kim
12. St. L ou is, M O First Korean Y oung H . Park
13. Springfie ld , M O First Korean Ho Nam  Sang

Kun Lee C hang

L O U IS IA N A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in Louisiana.)

T ow n C hurch T each ing  Elder R ulin g E lder

1. A lexandria Jackson Street Robert V incent
2. D elhi Delhi Paul Lipe
3. Jonesville A bundant Life Josiah  B ancroft G eorge G riffm g
4. K enner R eform ed Jam es W ilkins
5. L afayette C ovenant Jam es A. M eek D avid R. Knox
6. R uston John Knox Bob B laylock
7. Shreveport G race Eric M cQ uitty
8. Zachary Plains Joe C . G ardner, Jr. T . N. S am uel, Jr.

M IS SIS SIP P I V A L L E Y  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in M ississippi

Tow n C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

1. B ailey Bailey E dgar D. Johnson
2. B elzoni First Harold Stillion
3. C anton O ld M adison D ana C asey
4. C arthage Carthage W illiam  H. D ever
5. C linton C linton C harley  C hase
6. M t. Salus Basil A lbert A . D. O w ings
7. Forest C ovenant Joseph W ilkins
8. Jackson A lta W oods B. 1. A nderson T hom as W . Sanfo 

H I. W oodard
9. First Frederick M arsh 

D onald B. Patterson 
Brister W are

W . A . L ong , Jr. 
Ralph Lord 
Ed Johnston , Jr. 
Ed H. W illford

10. N orth Park M. S. Bennett
I I . St. Paul A. M ichael Schneider
12. W estm inster John R eeves O liver A nderson
13. K osciusko First H ugh S. Potts
14. L ouisville First T hom as A . C ook G ene S tringer
15. M adison M t. H erm on M ark Steve W allace
16. Pearl Pearl D ouglas E. M urphy
17. Raym ond Raym ond G eren Baird III
18. R idgeland Pear O rchard W illiam  W hitw er
19. R olling  Fork Rolling Fork Robert H udson
20. Tchula Tchula M ichael Howell
21. Terry W ynndale D oyle A. Hulse
22. Union First Stanley L. Hartm an
23. Y azoo C ity First W illiam  C. H ughes G erald L. T ucker
24. Second D avid H. Jussely Jam es Peaster

John K inser 
Jayson Kyle 
M ark L. Low rey. Jr. 
C lay ton  Q uarterm an
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NEW JERSEY PRESBYTERY (All towns are in New Jersey.)

Tow n C hurch T each ing E lder R ulin g E lder

1. Brick C alvary Petros Roukas R ichard Springer
2. C am den Evangelical John Palm er
3. C herry  Hill C ovenant D onald F. S tam D onald M. Long
4. Fairton Fairfield Law rence R off
5. M oorestow n V illage A lbert C . H itchcock G lenn C . M arshall
6. Princeton Princeton K enneth Sm ith D ennis Lytle
7. V entnor V entnor Elwin Jewell

Bill G reenw alt 
Jam es Sm ith

N E W  R IV E R  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in W est V irg in ia, except as indicated .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

1. B lacksburg . VA G race C ovenant R obert M iller
2. C harleston K anaw ha Salines C harles W . M cN utt R alph H arris
3. R ebecca Littlepage W illiam  Hall R. A . B atusic
4. C ra igsv ille , VA Lebanon Linw ood W ilkes (2)
5. G oshen , VA Little R iver Linw ood W ikes (2)
6. L exington , VA G race Fred M cFarland
7. R oanoke. VA W estm inster Lonnie W . B arnes D ouglas H. D ority
8. St. A lbans C ovenant Rod M ays 

Don Post

R aym ond G ood 
Harold 0 .  Kelley

Ray Scott

N O R T H E A S T  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in New Y ork, except as ind icated .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing  Elder R ulin g E lder

1. Ballston Spa Hope W illiam  S. H enderson
2. C oncord . MA Beacon on a Hill Frank Erdm an
3. Endwell C ovenan t o f G race T hom as Farr
4 F lushing C ovenant Sam uel Ling D avid W ong
5. Ledgard. C'T G roton R eform ed John G raham
6 L incolndale A ffirm ation Frank J. Sm ith

Frank E. Sm ith
7 M anchester. CT Presbyterian R ichard G ray
8. N ew burgh W estm inster John V ance
9. New York M anhattan W ayne Jam ison

10. St. A lbans. NH C om m unity  C ovenant G erald Yost
11. W est Springfield .

MA C ovenan t C om m unity A1 LaV alley Ralph H um es

David Currence 
R obert Edm iston 
M ichael Sim one
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N O R T H E R N  IL L IN O IS PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in Illinois, except as indicated .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing E lder R uling Elder

1. E lgin
2. H am m ond, IN
3. M errill, W l
4 . Peoria
5. W heaton

W estm inster
C ovenant
Bible
L im estone R eform ed 
G race

C harles H olliday 111 
John G . Eastw ood 
Robert Sm allm an 
Je ff B lack 
A rthur J G rant

E lwood W oods

R O L L  O F  N O R T H  G E O R G IA  (A ll tow ns are in G e o rg ia .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing Elder R uling E lder

1. A tlanta Em m anuel C lifford  H. Brew ton
2. New C ovenant M itchell Hall
3. C ham blee Perim eter East Randall Pope 

W alter W ood 
A llen M . B aker

W ade W illiam s 
Carl W ilhelm

4. C hestnu t Mt. C hestnut Mt. Andy W atkins
5. D ouglasville H arvester Donald M ountan Joseph Fow ler
6. G ainesville W estm inster Henry G undlach G ene W ard
7. M arietta N orth C obb C om m unity Billy T . D avies
8. R iverdale C ovenant R. Eugene Hunt
9 . Rom e First D avid Hall

10. Sm yrna Sm yrna Thom as H. R ayside Bill S tevenson
11. Stone M ountain G race C harles D eBardeleben A llan M cLean
12. Sum m erville First John M. M acG regor 0 .  H. Elgin
13. W inder New Life W arren G ardner Seixas M ilner
14. W oodstock C herokee Jam es T  L is te r

R ichard A ecshlim an 
C harles D unahoo 
A rnold Johnson 
D w ight Linton 
Paul M cK aughan 
K ennedy Sm artl 
Henry Thigpen 
Ben W ilkinson

O K L A H O M A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in O klahom a)

T ow n C hurch T each ing  Elder

1. Law ton
2. M inco
3. N orm an
4 . Tulsa

Beal H eights 
First
R eform ed
C hrist

Robert Hays 
H ow ard C . Kelley 
W illiam  D oerfel 
Robert Petterson

R uling Elder

T. J. Pow ers

PA C IF IC  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in C aliforn ia  )

T ow n C hurch T each ing E lder

1. A tascadero
2. B akersfield
3. G lendale
4 . San D iego
5. Sepulveda
6. U nion C ity

C ovenant
C ovenant
C alvary
U niversity  C ity
Valley
C om m unity

Bill Hawk 
R obert M Ferguson 
D avid T ickner 
K enneth Hines

R uling E lder

Stew art Fleem an

R obert T ay lo r 
C arl Fickling
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J. Philip C lark 
Larry M ills 
T im othy D. Rott

P A C IFIC  N O R T H W E S T  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in W ashington , except as ind icated .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing E lder R ulin g E lder

1. Bellevue Bellew ood W illiam  M cColley
2. C algary , A lberta W est Hills D avid H. L inden
3. Everett W estm inster John H oogstrate
4 . Seattle G reen Lake Robert A . B onner
5. H ighline D ouglas Lee
6. H illcrest D ouglas Jasper 

T hom as Ram sey
S tew ard H ibbs

7 T acom a Faith Robert Rayburn Jack  Paist

PH IL A D E L P H IA  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in Pennsylvania)

Tow n C hurch T each ing Elder R ulin g  E lder

1. A bington C ovenant Erw in M orrison
2. A llentow n Lehigh V alley D onald Stone
3. Boothw yn R eform ed R obert H errm an R ichard Leake
4. B ryn M aw r Berith Stuart Sacks 

T im othy W itm er
R obert Liken

5. C ochranville Faggs M anor C harles H. C um m ings W illiam  Losey
6. G len M ills C ovenant H arold H ight Jam es R egister
7. L ancaster W estm inster R obert S. W illiam son O ong Choi
8. Lansdale C ovenant D avid B rew er John Snyder
9. Lansdale John P. C lark Fred F letcher

10. Levittow n E vangelical Eugene Potoka D onald M acK enzie
11. M edia C alvary Em est Breen Paul G oldsborough
12. O reland C hrist Harold Burkhart
13. Philadelphia K orean U nited Ch. Paul Kim
14. T enth M anfred G aribotti
15. Q uarryville Faith John T . D ebardeleben
16. U pper Darby J. R. M iller M em orial Leo K arlberg
17. W est C hester R eform ed Edw ard Noe
18. Im m anuel R ichard Tyson
19. W illow  G rove C alvary G. Sm ith 

C arl Derk

R obert B um s 
R aym ond D illard 
Franklin  D ym ess 
T hom as Patete 
R obert Vannoy

H enry D. M einhart

SIO U X L A N D S (A ll tow ns are in South D akota, except as indicated .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing E lder R ulin g E lder

1 Lem m on R eform ed D ennis Eide W endell S trasser
2. Pollock Pollock M em orial F loyd Haan W esley  Eberhart
3. V adnais H ghts, M N K orean First Sam uel Jeon
4. W alker. IA Bible D avid Dupee A ndrew  Belz

D avid Peterson
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SO U T H E R N  F L O R ID A  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in F lorida.)

T ow n C hurch T each ing  Elder R ulin g E lder

1. B oca R aton Spanish  R iver P. D avid N icholas Jam es High

2. W est Boca
D uane E. C ory 
Sm iley Sturgis

Peter H irz

3. C oral G ables G ranada Jam es M . Baird W illiam  B ordeaux

4. C oral Springs First

H ow ard Eyrich 
D anny Levi 
M ichael Preg 
Ross Bair

W illiam  Buiten 
Earle C alvin

5. D elray Beach Seacrest
M ark B olhofner 
Joseph A. W arner

Jack H athaw ay 
T hom as C ook

6. Ft. Lauderdale C alvary T im othy B. D obbins
7. C oral Ridge Ron Kilpatrick R onald D riesslein

8. C ovenant

Jam es B. R ichwine 
G . M ark R oessler 
K enneth W ackes 
Dan W ren

R alph M ittendorf 
R ene Schm idt 
L aw rence Schott 
Joseph High

9. Fort M yers W estm inster K enneth Reid D onald M eindl
10. Lake W orth Lake O sborne R Lynn D ow ning Edw ard Aho
11. M iam i El R edentor M anuel Salabarria
12. Im m anuel K enneth L. R yskam p
13. K endall Jam es Bland K eith Perry

14. LeJeune G eorge K uiper
D onald Voss 
Bob Eberst

15. N orth Dade J. A ndrew  W hite
16. O ld C utler R obert Davis D onald Lloyd
17. Pinelands T illm an  W ood
18. Shenandoah John Pascalis
19. Trinity John O ttinger W allace K rohn
20. P lantation First A nthony C asoria
2 1. Pom pano Beach Pom pano Bill C arlson Carl C arlson
22. S tuart G race Jam es Bowen

Todd A llen 
C ecil B rooks 
R ichard G illen 
T erry  G yger 
P Robert Palm er 
Ken Thom pson 
Leslie Thom pson 
Eric J. T ucker 
L uder W hitlock

S O U T H W E ST  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in A rizona, except as indicated .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing  Elder R uling Elder
1. A lam ogordo , NM W estm inster Jam es A . W iest
2. C olorado  Springs. 

C O Evangelical L inleigh Roberts
3. V illage Seven B ernhard K uiper G erald H ardcastle

4. L ander, W Y C ovenant
G erald  M organ 
Jam es Urish

5. Las C ruces, NM U niversity Randall M artin B orden Ells
6. M esa Hope Patrick Vaughn
7. Phoenix C alvin W illiam  J. M ontgom ery
8. Prescott Prescott C harles E. T urner
9. T ucson D esert Springs R odney King

10. W heat R idge, C O C ovenant R onald Shaw

W illiam  B. Leonard 
W illiam  B. Read
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ST. LOUIS PRESBYTERY (All towns are in Missouri .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing Elder R ulin g E lder

1. Ballw in W estm inster A llen  D uble
2. Booneville W estm inster Franklin Know les
3. C restw ood Providence R eform ed D avid W inecoff M ike C hastain
4. H azelw ood H azelw ood Richard Tevebaugh
5. K ansas C ity A scension Douglas B rew er John C arran
6. St. Louis B enton Park Fellow ship Philip Lancaster
7. C ovenant Paul Akin 

Everett W . D are
8. M em orial E. Lad H eisten III Paul B arker 

G eorge Stulac
9. M urphy-B lair Cal B oroughs D oug C orey

10. St. Peters St. Peters Ron H idey
11. W ebster G roves O ld O rchard Ronald Lutjens

W illiam  S. B arker 
R oger Hunt 
G eorge W . K night, III 
D onald J. M cN air 
A lbert M oginot, Jr. 
R obert G . R ayburn 
Jam es A. R outszong 
W ilbur S iddons 
W ilber B. W allis 
R obert W oodson

T E N N E SSE E  V A L L E Y  P R E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in T ennessee.)

T ow n C hurch T each ing  E lder R ulin g E lder

1. A lcoa Trinity W illiam  H. B ell, Jr.
2. C hattanooga Brainerd H ills Fred E. M anning, Jr. C arm on B eecham
3. First D avid Bryan L. B. A ustin  III 

John Barnes 
Sam  C hester 
N at H ughes 
Roy Jackson 
Thom as M cC allie

4. N ew  C ity D avid H ickey
5. Ft. O glethorpe LakevieW ' H ow ard T . C ross
6. Harrim an W est Hills Lauris V idal
7. K noxville C edar Springs A llan Barth 

V em on H alstad 
John D 'A rezzo  
D onald Hoke 
M ichael Sm ith

Lee Sayers 
Jam es W om ack

8. E benezer D avid H owe C  M . Burchfield
9. W est Hills Frederick Fow ler

10. Lookout M ountain Lookout M ountain G eorge Long Henry G ilm an
Fred Schum pert

11. R eform ed M artin E ssenburg
12. N ashville  C hrist C ortez  A . C ooper Stew art A. B achm ann
13. Signal M ountain W ayside R ichard Harris

C harles W . A nderson 
Paul G ilchrist 
John M ason
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T E X A S P R E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in T exas.)

T ow n C hurch T each ing  Elder R ulin g E lder
1. Bryan W estm inster J. A. LaC our D avid Skove
2. Dallas C asa Linda Brian Johnston Bob Bendy 

Bill W illis
3. John Knox C harles C obb A. Ray Sanders
4. N orth Dallas D avid N elson
5. G ainesville W estm inster Kyle Thurm an W es M orrow
6. G ordonville Sherw ood Shores John Engle
7. H ouston C ovenant Joseph A. Pipa. Jr.
8. Providence A lan M cCall D ennis M ehall
9. M cA llen New Life T erry  T raylor

10. Paris Faith R ichard C um ow
11. R ichardson T ow n North D avid H. C lelland C lark W . Breeding
12. Spring Spring-C ypress K ent H inkson
13. T y ler Fifth Street V ictor Jones

W A R R IO R  PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in A labam a.)

T ow n C hurch T each ing Elder R ulin g E lder

1. A liceville First T hom as Kay Jam es V. Park
2. Brent Brent R ichard W ells
3. Eutaw First R. S. C olson
4. P leasant Ridge R ichard O w ens
5. G reensboro First M arvin Harris
6. L inden Linden Tom  Irby
7. M arion M arion Bruce G arris Sam  C olburn
8. Selm a W oodland H eights W illiam  Rose
9. T uscaloosa R iverw ood John R obertson

10. York C ovenant Joel Beezley

W illiam  F. Joseph 111 
Jam es Perry

W E ST E R N  C A R O L IN A S PR E SB Y T E R Y  (A ll tow ns are in N orth C aro lina .)

T ow n C hurch T each ing Elder R uling Elder

1. Arden Arden Jackson Beall Jam es B. Banks
Ed G raham R eavis Eubanks

2. A sheville M alvern Hills G len M cC lung Joel Belz
3. Trinity W illiam  Laxton
4. B am ardsville D illingham W illiam  Clay
5. Brevard G race C ovenant Roy D avenport E. J. Robeson
6. H azelw ood H azelw ood Thom as A. W eaver II
7. H endersonville C ovenant John N eville D avid Pryde
8. M arion Landis Stanw ood L Bean
9. S tory M em orial Jack Lonon

10. M organton Faith Jerry Lynn
11. M urphy Providence Larry W ilson A rthur Fitton
12. Sw annanoa Sw annanoa Valley D aniel Sulc
13. W aynesville C ovenant R. M arion C anfield J. T . R ussell
14. W eaverville First John W arren , Jr. G eorge T hom as

D avid C alhoun
Robert Hoyle 
G eorge N orris 
M orton H. Sm ith
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A. Boyce Spooner 
Robert Sw eet 
G A iken T aylor

W E ST M IN ST E R PR E SB Y T E R Y  (All tow ns are in T ennessee, except as ind icated .)

Tow n C hurch T each ing E lder R uling E lder
1. A bingdon. VA A bingdon T hom as G  Holliday
2. Bristol Edgem ont M orse Up de G raff C harles J. Low ry
3. B ristol. VA King M em orial King A. C ounts
4. C oebum . VA C oebum John O tis
5. E lizabethton M em orial Sanders L. W illson C lyde Powell
6. G reeneville M eadow  Creek Jam es R ichter Henry Terrell
7. Johnson C ity Asbury Jam es Jones
8. K ingsport A rcadia Larry Stallard C harles N ew land
9. Bridw ell Heights; Larry E. Ball Robert E. Lane

10. W estm inster G . Brent Bradley J. L. R eynolds
11. Pulaski Pulaski David O sborne

Bert Edw ards 
Henry E. Johnson

C om m issioners R equesting E xcuse for not A ttend ing

T E  John T . A llen, M ississippi Valley
T E  Steve R. B ierly , Philadelphia
T E  Fred C arr. W arrior
RE C hurch o f  the C ovenan t. G reat Lakes
T E  Ken C ounts. Louisiana
RE H arm ony P resbyterian C hurch , W estm inster
T E  S tephen W . L eonard . Pacific N orthw est
RE L exington Presbyterian C hurch , C alvary
T E  G eorge M. M cG uire, G u lf C oast
T E  W . Don M unson. W estern C arolinas
T E  C. D. Fred M urphy. C entral C arolinas
T E  R D ennis N olen . Jr. W arrior
T E  John W P. O liver. C entral G eorgia
T E  G ordon R eed. C entral G eorgia
T E  D avid F. R oberts. T exas
T E  Paul R ow land. C entral G eorgia
RE G . C ollin  Sm ith , C entral G eorgia
T E  Joseph C . Sullivan . W estm inster
T E  T om  B. Sullivan . W estm inster
RE Tunnel Road P resbyterian C hurch. W estern  C arolinas
T E  Leonard T . Van H orn. W estm inster
T E  C raig  E. W eaver. O klahom a
T E  T hom as L W enger. D elm arva
RE W alter W illiam s. M ississippi Valley
RE W estview  Presbyterian C hurch . C entral C arolinas

Totals: T eaching  E lder 643
Ruling Elders 305
T otal enrollm ent 948
C hurches represented  5(H)
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11-4 Election of Moderator
M oderator Harris declared the floor open for nominations for the office o f M oderator. 

RE L. B. (Pete) Austin was the only nominee, and on motion the nominations were 
closed and a unanimous ballot was ordered cast for the nominee.
Mr. Austin came forward and assumed the chair.

11-5 Presentation to Retiring Moderator
The M oderator called on RE Robert Liken, Chairman o f the Com m ittee on A dm in

istration. Mr. Liken presented Retiring M oderator Harris with a mounted gavel and 
plaque and expressed the A ssem bly’s appreciation for his services over the preceding 
year.

11-6 Recording and Assistant Clerks
The Stated Clerk nominated T E ’s Edwin P. Elliott, Jr. and Frank D. M oser as 

Recording Clerks and RE W alter Lastovica as Timing Clerk. The nominations were 
closed and the nominees were elected. Further, the assistant clerks designated by their 
respective presbyteries were appointed to assist in the floor operations.

11-7 Assistant Parliamentarians
M oderator Austin appointed R E 's Kenneth L. Ryskamp and W. Jack W illiamson as 

assistant parliam entarians for this Assembly.

11-8 Retiring Moderator’s Report
Retiring M oderator Harris presented a narrative o f his year as m oderator, which was 

received by the Assembly.

11-9 Stated Clerk’s Report and Business Referred
TE Morton H. Sm ith. Stated Clerk, presented his report, including a special presenta

tion by RE Earl W itm er. Business Adm inistrator, detailing problem s in regard to the 
financial position o f the General Assembly. This included unpaid, overdue bills, one of 
which has been stated would be taken to small claim s court if not paid promptly.

The Clerk reported the following items of business had been received, and had been 
referred to the Com mittee o f Com missioners indicated, in accord with the 'R ules for 
Assembly O perations' 3-4:

A. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

T O  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  B IL L S A N D  O V E R T U R E S

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  2: From  Perry L aukh uff

C hristianity  needs a focus for its opposition  to abortion on dem and. It needs a way in w hich its voice can be 
raised m assively and sim ultaneously against this killing o f  the innocents. A bortion on dem and , the ind iscrim i
nate killing o f unw anted  babies in the w om b, is one o f  the greatest moral and sociological problem s o f  ou r age. 
It is a grave sin against G od. It is a grave sin against values and beliefs w hich our C hristian faith teaches us to 
hold m ost dear, the love, m ercy and creativ ity  o f G od . the sanctity  o f hum an life, the protection o f the helpless 
and the innocent.

It seem s to m e that C hristian opposition  to abortion  on dem and has been , thus far, on the sporadic side and 
largely uncoordinated . Surely , it should not be beyond ou r ability to organize a united w itness and I therefore 
have a suggestion to  lay before you and the o ther C hristain  leaders listed on the enclosure.
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1 urge you m ost prayerfu lly  to consider jo in ing  w ith o ther C hristians in the U nited S tates o f A m erica  and —  
hopefully  —  throughout the w orld, in designating  som ething like 'A  C hristian  C rusade For L ife ,’ to be 
observed annually  on an agreed-upon date. I suggest that there could  not be a m ore suitab le C hristian  date than 
the Sunday falling nearest to Holy Innocents D ay, D ecem ber 28th. Each year this Sunday could  be observed in 
the C hristian churches o f the w orld, as a day o f  C hristian m ourning, protest and w itness, for life and against the 
m odern-day S laugh ter o f the Innocents.

H erod ’s w anton and m onstrous act is being repeated in quite unth inkable m agnitude by 20th century society. 
W hat m ore striking or appropriate contrast could there be than the joyous celebration  o f the B irth o f  ou r Lord to 
be follow ed a few  days later by m ourning for the babies never allow ed to reach the b irth for w hich G od intended 
them .’

1 ask you m ost prayerfully  to please consider this suggestion from  a hum ble C hristian and to consu lt with 
o ther C hristian leaders about its suitability  and feasibility.

Attest: Pe r r y  L a u k h u f f

A pproved in principle, referred to the Committee fo r  Christian Education and  
Publications fo r  implementation §11-50, II, I, p . 1/5.

T O  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  3: From  the Presbytery o f  New R iver

The Presbytery o f  New R iver has d istributed  and discussed  the paper sent dow n by the G eneral A ssem bly 
entitled  ‘C onfessional S ubscrip tion '.
The m otion w as m ade and carried  at the 27th Stated M eeting on M arch 12, 1983 that the follow ing statem ent be 
sent by this Presbytery to the A ssem bly as this P resby tery 's  view  on the subject.

1. T he Presbytery o f New R iver m aintains a d ifferent view  than that w hich is expressed  in the 
'C onfessional Subscrip tion ’ paper itself.
2. It is the view  o f  this Presbytery that the correct view  regarding ‘C onfessional S ubscrip tion ' to the 
C onfessional S tandards o f the C hurch is the ‘vital to the system ' view.
3. T his P resby tery 's  reasoning  for the ‘vital to the system ' view  is that it is the language o f our B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  and the w ording in the vow s taken at ordination . In chapters 21-5(2) and 24-5(2) the 
candidate to be ordained  to the offices o f Teaching  o r Ruling E lder and D eacon m ust 'rece ive  and adop t' 
the C onfession  o f  Faith and C atechism s 'a s  contain ing  the system  o f doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scrip tu res ' (our u nderline ).'

R. N o r m a n  E v a n s , St a t e d  C le r k  
N ew R iver Presbytery

Received as information §11-36, III, 58, p . 101.

T O  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A  

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  I: From  the Presbytery o f the N ortheast

The N ortheast Presbytery m eeting , at an adjourned m eeting on February 5, 1983, took the follow ing action 
relative to the K now lton Presbyterian C hurch in C olum bia, New Jersey:

W hereas, the session o f the K now lton P resbyterian C hurch o f C olum bia, New Jersey  has requested  to be 
transferred  to the New Jersey P resbytery, and
W hereas, this said church believes that it can be m ore effectively  involved at the New Jersey  P resbytery , 
and
W hereas, the N ortheast Presbytery recognizes the validity o f this request.
Be it resolved that the N ortheast Presbytery approves the transfer o f the K now lton Presbyterian C hurch 
to the New Jersey Presbytery o f the PCA.

Attest: W i l l ia m  S. H e n d e r s o n , St a t e d  C l e r k

Approved §11-61, III, 22, p . 125.
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C O M M U N IC A T IO N  6: From  the Presbytery o f  E astern C anada

T he G eneral A ssem bly 's  C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica requested the Presbytery  o f Eastern 
C anada to nam e the Province o f Q uebec w hich is at present part o f  Eastern C anada Presbytery a m ission field 
for the w hole denom ination . T he Presbytery o f Eastern C anada at its regu lar m eeting A pril 28-30, 1983. 
approved this request but w ith respect to French speaking Q uebec only.

Attest: H o w a r d  M c Ph e e . St a t e d  C le r k  
Presbytery o f  Eastern C anada

Answ ered in the affirmative §11-61, 111, 23, p . 125.

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  7: From  the K orean L anguage Presbytery

G reetings in our Lord Jesus C hrist. I was very glad to see you at our presbytery m eeting in Los A ngeles.
I am  w riting to report to you that the Korean Presbytery in its stated m eeting during  Feb. 7-11, 1983, took 

action to div ide its presbytery into tw o , K orean Eastern and K orean Southw estern  presbyteries. The div id ing  
line is the eastern  borders o f N orth D akota, South D akota. N ebraska, K ansas. O klahom a, and Texas.

W e petition this to the I Ith G eneral A ssem bly o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica  fo r approval.
M ay G od continue to give you strength and w isdom  to serve in His K ingdom .

I. H e n r y  K o h , St a t e d  C le r k

Answered in the affirmative §11-61, III, 25, p . 125.

TO  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  R E V IE W  A N D  C O N T R O L  O F  
P R E SB Y T E R IE S  

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  4: From  the Session  o f  Peace Presbyterian  C hurch , C ary , NC

W e, the Session o f Peace Presbyterian C hurch , w ere the com plainant in ju d ic ia l C ase . w hich w as upheld 
by the T enth G eneral A ssem bly (M IO G A. p. 57, 109-111). O ur com plain t charged that Eastern C arolina  
Presbytery had refused to rescind a resolution that 'w en t beyond Scripture in defin ing  the C hristian  lifesty le ' 
and, therefore , 'is  contrary to the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith . C h. 20-2, w hich forb ids binding the 
conscience by the com m ands o f  m en .'

Eastern C arolina Presbytery has, since that A ssem bly , tw ice refused to take any substantive action to bring 
itself into conform ity  with the judgm ent o f the G eneral A ssem bly on ou r com plaint.

At the stated Fall m eeting . Presbytery refused, by a vote o f II to 13, 'to  receive G eneral A ssem b ly 's  
com m unication ' o f  its judgm ent on  ou r com plain t (M inutes o f  Presbytery  , Sept. 25 , 1982, p. 2. 3 #16 : 
D ocum ent A , attached).

At the stated W inter m eeting a m otion was m ade 'to  accept the judgm ent o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly '
and to acknow ledge 'that P resby tery 's  resolution  in its present w ording , is unconstitu tiona l' [M inutes o f
P resbytery . Jan . 22, 1983, p. 6 . # 4 7 : D ocum ent B, attached). As the corrected  m inutes show , a substitute 
m otion was passed to 'rece ive  as inform ation the Judgm ent o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly ’ (M inu tes o f  
Presbytery . Jan . 22, 1983, p. A, # 4 8 : D ocum ent B, a ttached). The corrections, dated February 26, 1983. are 
attached as D ocum ent C.

W e believe that the substitution 'to  receive as in fo rm ation ' for 'to  accept the Ju dgm en t' is a transparent 
refusal to accept the jud icia l decision  o f the G eneral A ssem bly. No action has been taken to rescind o r m odify 
the resolution in questions, nor are there even plans to act as a body on the suggestion  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly 
in the 'A p p en d ag e ' to its judgm ent 'th a t Presbytery should study well and pray over the guidance provided by 
the E ighth G eneral A sse m b ly ... '

W e are not w riting in the form  o f  a new  com plain t. W e hope that the G eneral A ssem bly  will take the 
responsibility  o f enforcing  its ow n jud icia l decision . W e believe that our Presbytery  will not correct itse lf in 
this, and that the G eneral A ssem bly will have to prescribe an action for Presbytery  At the stated February , 
1983. m eeting o f ou r Session, we voted unanim ously to com m unicate with the G eneral A ssem bly  about these 
m atters. At the M arch, 1983, stated m eeting o f o u r Session , we unanim ously approved the text o f  this letter.

R espectfully  Subm itted ,
D a n ie l  J. Pr in s . C le r k

Answered §11-91, IV, 5, p . 165.
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B. OVERTURES TO  TH E ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  

O verture 19: From  th e Presbytery o f E astern C arolina
W hereas, the m onth o f June is usually  the best m onth for D aily V acation  B ible School, and
W hereas, the m onth o f June is one o f  the key m onths o f  sum m er fo r cam ps and conference p rogram s, and
W hereas, m ost teaching  and m any ruling e lders are involved in the above m inistries, and
W hereas, G eneral A ssem blies in the past have successfu lly  m et in the seasons o f  the year o ther than the
sum m er m onths:
T h erefore, let it be resolved  that the Eastern C arolina  Presbytery overtures the G eneral A ssem bly  to instruct 
the C om m ittee  on A dm instration  to change the tim e fo r the m eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly to the spring  or 
fall season as soon as possible.

Attest: D a v id  R. D iv e l y , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answ ered in the negative §11-30, III, 20, p . 81.

O verture 34: From  the P resbytery  o f  O klahom a
W hereas, the O klahom a Presbytery m eeting in L aw ton, O klahom a, M arch 11-12. 1983, respectfu lly  responds 
to the C om m ittee on A dm instration  proposal concerning  representative  assem blies. T his p resbytery  w ishes to 
record its opposition  to this proposal for the follow ing reasons:

1. T hat since m any form er R eform ed P resbyterians are still not fam ilar w ith the operation  o f G eneral 
A ssem bly , nor acquain ted  with its com m issioners that this proposal is perhaps fo r the future but not 
now.

2. That the m aking o f  this p roposal seem s to be in conflict w ith the recom m endations and reports o f  the 
T enth G eneral A ssem bly to wit:
p. 132 —  ‘It appears that the church is not ready to m ake a change from  the present ‘grass ro o ts ’ 
rep resen ta tion ', and p. 134 —  ‘That s tudy questions o f  delegated  assem blies be d iscontinued for the 
p resen t.'

Attest: Pa u l  E. D e L o n g . St a t e d  C l e r k

Answ ered by action §11-30, HI, 10, 21, pp . 80-81.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  B IL L S A N D  O V E R T U R E S  

O verture 17: F rom  the Presbytery o f Pacific  N orthw est
W hereas, The R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch-E vangelical Synod and the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica 
united on June 14. 1982
W hereas, this substantially  enlarged  Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica has m uch greater potential than the tw o 
separate denom inations had for furthering the cause o f  C hrist in the w orld.
W hereas, to develop  the full potential o f o ur en larged denom ination  to influence the public , the body politic  
and the m edia , we need to have a source o f  im m ediate and rem em bered identification in all o f  ou r w ritten 
com m unications, literature and publications.
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the G eneral A ssem bly designate  a com m ission  to study the m atter and d evelop  a 
corporate  sym bol that w ould provide the identification , so desirable and benefic ial, and the G eneral A ssem bly 
is hereby petitioned to take such action at the convocation  o f  1983.

Attest: Ro b e r t a . Bo n n e r , St a t e d  C l e r k

Already under study §11-50, 11, 2, p . 115, see also §11-30, 111, 18, p . 81.

O verture 23: From  the Presbytery o f  Jam es R iver
W hereas, the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica recognizes its responsibility  to provide a visible w itness to  a 
w atching w orld , and
W hereas, we recognize ou r responsibility  to o ffer Scriptural insight to m em bers o f  the C hurch,
T h erefore, the Jam es R iver Presbytery respectfully  requests the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly to estab lish  a 
study com m ittee to provide pastoral guidance in the issue o f  nuclear arm am ent and nuclear deterence to our 
m em bers. This is an issue w hich is in the focus o f public thought and opinion and the opportunity  ex ists  for 
B iblical guidelines to be offered as to the responsib ilities o f the C hristian to the State.

Attest: D o n  K . C l e m e n t s , St a t e d  C l e r k

Referred to the Committee fo r  Christian Education and Publications §11-50, II, 3, 
p. 115.
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O verture 27: From  the Presbytery o f  C entral C arolina
W hereas, the C entral C arolina  Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  to adopt the 
resolu tion  o f the 155th G eneral Synod o f  the R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch , E vangelical Synod , m eeting  at 
Lookout M ountain , T N , on M ay 20, 1977, on the B everage Use o f A lcohol, as the position o f the P resbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica , w hich resolution w ould read , with necessary changes:
1. T o  be faithful to the Scriptural m andate to teach the w hole counsel o f G od, ou r churches m ust teach  w hat 
the B ible says about the sinfu lness o f d runkenness. T his should be done, as deem ed appropria te  in the local 
c ircum stances, in the hom es, in the train ing  o f  church officers , and especially  to young people. C ases o f 
d runkenness m ust be d iscip lined . T hose in our congregations w ho are afflicted  w ith alcoholism  m ust be treated  
w ith loving care.
2. In light o f increasing serious abuse o f a lcohol in contem porary  A m erican  cu ltu re , the G eneral A ssem bly  
counsels all individuals —  pastors, officers , and lay people —  to follow  the practice o f total abstinence from 
the beverage use o f alcohol. D ispassionate discussions o f this and o ther statem ents and studies o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly m ight be held in Sessions to assist the ruling body o f the local fe llow ship  o f  b elievers in achieving  
consensus o f  policy in accord  w ith Scripture. The results o f  such discussions m ight be shared  at P resbytery 
level for the sake o f  conference and possible uniform ity.
3. In m aintain ing  a testim ony recom m ending total abstinence, our denom ination  m ust continue to m ake c lear 
that this is a m atter o f  prudence, based on the exercise  o f  C hristian love, in our contem porary  A m erican  cu ltu re , 
in w hich h ighly a lcoholic beverages are readily  availab le and in w hich the abuse o f a lcohol is both prevalent 
and dangerous. It should be acknow ledged that Scripture neither m akes total abstinence a m ark o f holiness nor 
a universal requirem ent.
4. O ur churches and presbyteries m ust not m ake total abstinence a requirem ent for m em bersh ip  o r office  as a 
m atter o f  principle; this would be to go beyond Scripture. As a m atter o f prudence, how ever, under certain  
cond itions, a local congregation  may deem  it w ise to decide that only abstainers be e lected  to church  o ffice. In 
like m anner, the partaking o f  a lcoholic beverages in m oderation  m ust not be m ade in itse lf a m atter fo r church  
d iscip line. C hurch officers should give serious consideration  to the advisablity  o f practicing  total abstinence in 
view o f  their position and the influence o f their exam ple.
5. It is appropriate for ou r denom inational agencies, according to the judgm en t o f those responsib le  for 
governing  and adm inistering  them , to establish  a rule to total abstinence as a m atter o f operational or 
institutional expediency for a given tim e and place. In such cases, it m ust be m ade clear to those w ho subm it 
them selves to such a rule that it is a m atter o f  prudence, based in C hristian  love, and not as a Scriptural 
com m and.
6. W e recom m end that ou r churches use grape ju ice  in the L ord’s Supper, not to open the possib ility  o f an 
offence to those who cannot safely take any alcohol. Ferm ented w ine should not be used unless d ilu ted  with 
w ater.
7. O ur churches should be sure to teach in a balanced way the B ib le’s teaching  on questions o f  conscience. 
T hose w ho partake in m oderation m ust be counseled  to exercise loving concern  for those w ho abstain  out o f 
conscience. T hose who abstain m ust be counseled  not to judge those who partake in m oderation . A bove all, 
both have a responsibility  to m aintain peace and unity o f the church in joyfu l hope in the Lord. A R eform ation 
and Puritan m otto expresses this well: In things necessary , unity; in things not necessary , liberty; in all th ings, 
c h a r ity .' K now ingly to cause a w eaker bro ther to sin is to sin against C hrist. To raise scruples pharisaically  is to 
condem n him  w hom  C hrist has received. Both o f these sins should be dealt w ith in the church  w ith carefu l, 
loving d iscip line. T eaching and Ruling Elders especially , as well as o ther church officers and leaders, have a 
responsib ility  to be sensitive to the testim ony o f the G eneral A ssem bly , w hich com m ends total abstinence to 
o u r people as appropriate for cultural context and at the sam e tim e does not teach that it is an absolute 
requirem ent o f Scripture.

Attest: St e p h e n  O . St o u t . St a t e d  C l e r k  

Answ ered in the negative. §11-50, II, 4, p. 116.

O verture 30: From  the Presbytery o f  New R iver
W hereas, the Scriptures do  speak clearly  regarding the issue o f the use o f a lcoholic beverages, and 
W hereas, the W ord o f  G od does teach C hristian  L iberty in R om ans 14:21, I C or. 8:13. and I Peter 2:16. and 
since this is the basic position adopted by previous A ssem bly actions, and
W hereas, there are many in our denom ination  who believe that the issue o f the use o f  a lcoholic beverages 
needs to be investigated further.
T herefore, be it resolved  by the G eneral A ssem bly to adopt the study com m ittee report and resolu tions on 
B everage Use o f A lcoho l’ o f  the previous R PC ES 155th G eneral Synod, M ay 20, 1977, pp. 126-141, as the 
approved position o f our denom ination  in this m atter.

Attest: R N o r m a n  Ev a n s , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answ ered in the negative. §11-50, II, 4, p . 116.
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T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  C H R IST IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A ND  
PU B L IC A T IO N S

O verture 16: From  the Presbytery o f the Pacific N orthw est
W hereas, the enlarged  PCA is now able to produce a hym nbook and would greatly  benefit from  the unify ing  
influence o f  a denom inational hym nal; and
W hereas, the Trinity  H ym nal has been used w onderfully  o f  G od in m any o f  o u r churches to prom ote  sung 
w orship  w hich is b ib lical, catholic, reform ed, and. so we believe honoring to G od; and 
W hereas, the Trin ity H ym nal has certain shortcom ings and is, in its use o f  the K JV . dated:
T h erefore, be it resolved

1. A com m ittee  be appoin ted  to proceed with the com pilation  o f  a new  hym nal for the use o f  the PCA 
and o ther reform ed and Presbyterian churches.

2. This com m ittee be em pow ered  to investigate the w illingness o f the O PC  to cooperate in such a 
venture with the possibility  that the new  hym nal be a m ajor revision o f  the Trinity  H ym nal.

3. This com m ittee  be instructed to produce a hym nal em bodying m aterial both ancient and m odem , 
consistent with our reform ed faith yet reflecting  the catholicity  and unity o f the church , giv ing  
special consideration  to proven hym ns and psalm s, to the selection o f tunes suitable and conducive 
to corporate and fam ily w orship and to the inclusion o f  w orship  aids and liturgical form s

4. This com m ittee  be instructed to investigate the possib ility  o f  including a psalter in the hym nal.
5. This com m ittee  investigate the possibility  o f  a lim ited m odernization  o f  the English o lder hym ns 

w hich would subm it them selves to sim ple changes in pronouns, verbal form s, e tc .,
6 T his com m ittee  investigate the possibility  o f further p reparing  a M anual to the H ym nal.

T his com m ittee  be instructed to provide the G eneral A ssem bly with an annual report o f its p rogress.
G rounds:

1. O ur faith is a singing faith , yet it is to be adm itted  that in som e o f  ou r churches w hat is sung 
frequently  does not agree well with the principles o r the spirit o f biblical and reform ed C hristian ity .

2. The Trinity  H ym nal, though m uch loved by those o f us who use it, has certain  shortcom ings w hich
render it less adequate as a PCA H ym nbook for the indefinite future:

a. the w eakness o f certain  sections, such as those on baptism  and m issions
b. the exclusion  o f som e great hym ns such as W esley 's , And C an It B e' and ‘O  for a H eart to

Praise M y G o d ',  C o w p er 's , 'O  for a C loser W alk W ith G o d ', 'S t. P a trick 's  B reastp la te ',
Thine be the G lo ry ',  C hildren o f  the H eavenly Father'

c. the inclusion o f som e songs, hym ns, and m etrical psalnts w hich are w eak o r rarely used
d. the unfortunate choice o f som e tunes and too  frequent repetition o f  others
e. the lack o f  som e fine m odem  m aterial
f. the lack o f liturgical form s
g. the use o f  the K JV

Attest: Ro b e r t  a .  B o n n e r . St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative §11-75. III. 21, p . 132.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S  

O verture 24: From  the Presbytery o f Jam es R iver
W hereas, the Jam es R iver Presbytery respectfully  overtures the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly to continue to 
pursue negotiations with the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch that this body may also  en ter the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica by a Jo ining and R eceiv ing ' action.

Attest: D o n  K . C l e m e n t s , St a t e d  C le r k

Answered by action to invite the OPC to jo in  the PCA §11-65. III. 6. p . I2H. 

O verture 35: From  the P resbytery o f W arrior
W hereas, the reception  o f the RPCES into the PCA has been consum ated  w ith such harm ony accord ing  to the 
Psalm  133:1. 'B eh o ld , how good and how pleasant it is for brethren  to dw ell together in u n ity .' T his w as due 
prim arily  to the providence o f G od am ong us. A lso we w ere o f the sam e R eform ed C hristianity ;
W hereas, the O PC  is o f the sam e like precious faith and would like to jo in  us;
Now  th erefore, be it resolved that W arrior P resbytery overture the 11th G eneral A ssem bly m eeting in N orfolk, 
V irginia, to again issue an invitation to the O PC . a m ost cordial and fraternal invitation to unite w ith this church 
in the spirit o f the invitation o f N um bers 10:29. W e are journey ing  into the place o f  w hich the Lord said , 1 will 
give it to you: com e thou with us and we will do  thee good: for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Is rae l. ' 

Attest: M a r v in  L H a r r is . St a t e d  C le r k

Answered by action to invite the OPC to jo in  the PCA §11-65. 6. p . 123.



JOURNAL 41

TO  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

O verture 1: From  the Presbytery o f the Southw est
W hereas, the N inth G eneral A ssem bly  has asked each Presbytery to consider the proposed am endm ent to the 
Book o f  C hurch O rder  25-11: and
W hereas, the Presbytery o f the Southw est unanim ously rejected the proposal as w ritten ; and
W hereas, the Presbytery o f  the Southw est recognizes the need for appropriate guidelines in the B ook o f
C hurch O rder  on this subject;
T h erefore, the Presbytery o f the Southw est respectfu lly  overtures the T enth G eneral A ssem bly  to am end the 
B ook o f  C hurch O rder  25-11 by adding the follow ing paragraph:

'S u ch  w ithdraw al shall be considered  at a regularly  called m eeting o f the congregation , o f  w hich there 
shall be not less than 30 days public notice, announcing  the purpose o f  the m eeting . At the m eeting  the 
first o rder o f business shall be a season o f prayer. A sim ple m ajority vote shall be sufficient to accom plish  
the w ithdraw al, but if it appears that a large m inority o f the voters are adverse to the w ithdraw al, the 
M oderator shall endeavor to dissuade the m ajority from  pursuing the m atter. H ow ever, if  the voters be 
nearly  o r quite  unanim ous, o r if  the m ajority  shall insist upon their right to w ithdraw , the M oderato r shall 
certify  the result o f the vote in w riting . The Presbytery shall be notified o f the action o f the congregation , 
regardless o f w hether the w ithdraw al is accom plished  o r re jec ted .'

Attest: C h a r l e s  E. T u r n e r . St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative §11-36, III, 35, p . 99.

O verture 2: From  the P resbytery o f  L ouisiana
W hereas, the only  p roper reason for abstain ing  from  the L o rd 's  table w ould be that one faces jud ic ia l charges, 
o r is presently  under jud icia l censure , o r struggles personally  with m oral conviction  o f  unrepented  sin , we 
therefore find no biblical o r experiential support for the case described  in BC O  38-2 . and 
W hereas, fo r a person under d iscip line, the suspension  from  the table o f the Lord is by no m eans a perm anent 
condition  but leads to further d iscip line and possib ly  excom m unication , and
W hereas, a person who abstains from  com m union , if he be truly a C hristian , cannot be content to rem ain 
indefinitely  in abstention , and should not be encouraged to rem ain so.
T h erefore, we overture  the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica to strike 38-2 from 
the B C O  a ltogether.

Attest: B a k e r  S. Sm it h , St a t e d  C l e r k  

Referred to Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, III, 36, p . 99.

O verture 3: F'rom the P resb ytery  o f  Sou thern  Florida
W hereas, the follow ing be added as Paragraph 2 to the present B CO  Paragraph 46-5  (should the large 
am endm ent regarding  church m em bership  now  pending be approved , this o verture  w ould be added as a second 
paragraph to Paragraph 38-10). M l 'W hen  a church m em ber, for reasons o f his ow n. attends and supports o ther 
congregations and in the m ind o f the Session  neglects his church vow s, the Session , a fter a reasonable tim e and 
due notification , may delete his nam e from  the C hurch Roll w ithout judicia l p ro cess .'

Attest: S. M ic h a e l  Pr e g , Jr ., St a t e d  C l e r k

Referred to Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, III, 37, p . 99.

O verture 4: From  the Presbytery o f  Ph iladelph ia
W hereas, the term  'o u t o f  b o unds ' seem s to be interpreted as geographical in som e instances but ju risd ic tional 
in o thers , and:
W hereas, teaching e lders may be w ithin the geographical bounds o f a presby tery , but serving in such 
m inistries as a co llege or sem inary p rofessor, em ployees o f  such m inistries as G reat C om m ission  P ublications, 
Presbyterian Evangelistic  Fellow ship , o r even as pastors o f churches leaving o ther denom inations, but w hich 
as particu lar churches have not yet jo ined  the presbytery.
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the G eneral A ssem bly rule that 'o u t o f bounds ' be interpreted to  m ean 
geographical bounds only. Further, that the term s o f  calls to teaching elders to such m inistries outside the 
ju risd ic tion  o f  p resbytery (such as those m entioned above) be review ed and approved by p resbytery , ju s t as in 
the case o f pastors o f churches o r m issionaries o f  the denom ination.

A t t e s t : H a r r y  N . M il l e r , Jr ., St a t e d  C le r k

Answ ered by reference to BCO  20-1, recommendation 9, §11-36, III, 38, p 99.
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O verture 6: From  the Presbytery o f O klahom a
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the G eneral A ssem bly c larify  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, C hap ter 10, Section 3, 
in regards to the distinction  m ade betw een teaching and ruling elders in m oderating  Presbytery:

‘C an the e ldest ruling e lder serve as tem porary M oderator in the absence o f  the M oderato r o r the last 
M oderator p resen t? '

A t t e s t : Pa u l  E. D e L o n g . St a t e d  C le r k  

Answ ered in the negative §11-36, III, 39, p . 99.

O verture 7: F rom  the Presbytery o f O klahom a
W hereas, Presbytery m inutes will be the records o f ou r proceedings left to future gatherings, and 
W hereas, only through uniform  procedures will such records be m aintained  and.
W hereas, T he Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica has not officially  incorporated m inute standards into its Book  
o f  C hurch O rder,
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the book o f C hurch O rder, C hap ter 13, Sections 9, be am ended to c reate  a new 
section and renum ber preceding sections to include G uidelines fo r K eeping Presbytery M inutes w ith the 
follow ing additions:

1. T he portions o f  the call for a special m eeting be recorded verbatim  in the official record.
2. That the m inutes o f each Presbytery m eeting be read and approved before adjournm ent.
3. That the m inutes w ithin the record book be in ascending num erical order.
4. That w hen a previous action o f P resbytery is c ited  in the record , that it is docum ented  w ith the date 

o f the m eeting and the page num ber in the record.
5. W hen docum ents in the C le rk 's  possession are cited in the proceedings that they be referred  to by a 

docum ent num ber.
6. W hen a vote has been taken by secret ballot o r a div ision  o f the house, that the com plete  results be 

engrossed  in the record.
Attest: Pa u l  E. D eL o n g , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered by recommendation IS, §11-36, III, 40, p . 99.

O verture 8: From  the Presbytery o f Illiana
W hereas, The W estm inster C onfession o f  Fuith  takes a particu lar view  o f the application o f  jud icia l law  for 
today w hen it states that the various judicia l laws o f  the O ld Testam ent ‘expired together with the State o f that 
people (Israeli; not oblig ing  any o ther now , further than the general equity  thereo f may requ ire ' , 4); and 
W hereas, the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly adopted a report stating that 'n o  particu lar view o f  the application  o f  
judicial law for today should be m ade a basis for orthodoxy o r excluded as a heresy ' (M 7G A  p. 115); and 
W hereas, by adopting  said report, the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly in effect declared  a particu lar statem ent in a 
section o f  the C onfession  to be inoperative in adjudicating  judicia l m atters; and
W 'hereas, if one G eneral A ssem bly can do this with one statem ent o f  the C onfession , the precedent has been 
established  for o ther G eneral A ssem blies to declare o ther s tatem ents o f the C onfession  as well to be inoperative 
in adjudicating  jud icia l m atters;
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Illiana Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly o f 
the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica to rescind the action o f  the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly  in approving  that 
statem ent that 'n o  particu lar view  o f the application o f judicia l law for today should be m ade a basis for 
o rthodoxy o r excluded as a heresy ' (M 7G A  p. 115).

Attest: T h o m a s  W a l d e c k e r , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative with reference to interim advice Reference 2 §11-36, III, 
41, p. 99.

O verture 9: F rom  the P resb ytery  o f  the G u lf C oast
W hereas, The W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  takes a particu lar view  o f the application  o f jud ic ia l law  for 
today w hen it states that the various judicial laws o f  the O ld T estam ent ‘expired together w ith the State o f that 
people (Israel); not oblig ing  any o ther now , further that the general equity  thereof may requ ire ' , 4); and 
W hereas, the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly adopted a report stating , as reported , that 'N o  particu lar view  o f  the 
application  o f  judicial law for today should be m ade a basis for orthodoxy or excluded as h eresy ' (M 7G A  p. 
115); and.
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W hereas, by adopting  said report, the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly in effect declared  a particu lar statem ent in a 
section o f the C onfession  to be inoperative in adjudicating  jud ic ia l m atters; and.
W hereas, if one G eneral A ssem bly can do  this w ith one statem ent o f the C onfession , the precedent has been 
established  for o ther G eneral A ssem blies to declare o ther statem ents o f  the C onfession  as well to be inoperative 
in adjudicating  judicia l m atters; and
W hereas, the vague interpretation o f 'th e o n o m y ' in the action o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly  (see 'a ' p. 115) 
confuses a broad use o f  the w ord w ith a specific type o f theonom y currently  found in the Presbyterian  C hurch in 
A m erica , and is, therefore , not helpful; and
W hereas, the action o f  the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly according to its M inutes failed to record  the last phrase 
o f Section  C ..  nam ely , 'in so fa r as this view  is in accord with Paragraph a. a b o v e ',  the m eaning not only  o f the 
paragraph but o f  the entire action w as changed from  that intended by the A ssem bly , this having given m any a 
m istaken idea o f  w hat that A ssem bly actually  intended; evidence L etter from  V aughn E. H athaw ay, J r ..  
C hairm an o f Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness to G u lf C oast P resbytery, dated D ecem ber 7, 1982, as well as 
the Interim  A dvice ' o f that C om m ittee  in Response to a Reference from G u lf C oast P resbytery , itse lf dated 
D ecem ber 7, 1982.
T h erefore, be it resolved that the G u lf C oast Presbytery hereby respectfully  overtures the E leventh G eneral 
A ssem bly to set aside the expression  and the conclusion  o f  the entire action o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly  as 
found in its M inutes, p. 115. paragraph 22: a. b, c , and d.

Attest: H e n r y  J. M u e l l e r . St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative §11-36, III, 42, p . 99.

O verture 10: From  the Presbytery o f  G race
W hereas, BC O  19-2 now  provides that only a sm all part o f  the responsibility  for conducting  an exam ination  for 
licensure m ay be assigned to a com m ittee (nam ely , the presentation  o f the required  serm on); and 
W hereas, it is an unfortunate experience o f ou r Presbytery that exam inations have becom e w earisom e and 
tedious because o f the breadth o f the oral exam ination  required  by the B C O .
T herefore, be it resolved  that the Presbytery o f  G race overture the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly to am end BC O  
19-2. sub-paragraph c, so that it shall read:

'C . Be exam ined orally  before the Presbytery o r a com m ittee o f  Presbytery for his view s in theology, 
English B ible, and church governm ent. If the exam ination  o f the candidate is referred to a com m ittee , an 
oral exam ination  in theology shall also he conducted  before the P resby tery ,'

Attest: V a u g h n . E. H a t h a w a y , Jr . St a t e d  C le r k

Referred to the Committee on Judicial Business §11-36. Ill, 43, p . 99.

O verture 11: From  the Presbytery o f  G race
W hereas, the T enth G eneral A ssem bly d irected  the Perm anent Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness to p repare 
an am endm ent to the BC O  setting forth a procedure bv w hich ordinands shall set forth in w riting  a declaration  
o f any scruple they m ight have w ith regard to the C onfession  o f  Faith  and C atechism s: and 
W hereas, the status o f  licensure provides Presbytery  with opportunity  to form  a better judgm en t o f and to 
counsel w ith those who may be. in due tim e, ordained  to  the m inistry o f  the W ord.
T herefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery o f  G race overture the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly to am end BCO  
19-2 by the addition o f a new sub-paragraph E . w hich shall read in such o r sim ilar language as the follow ing: 

E. Read before the Presbytery and file the sam e w ith the stated clerk a w ritten statem ent o f  his 
subscription to the C onfession  o f  Faith  and C atechism s  and o f any scruple that he m ight have w ith regard 
to any part o f th em .'

Attest: V a u g h n  E. H a t h a w  a y . Jr .. St a t e d  C l e r k  

Answered in the affirmative as am ended §10-36, III, 44, p . 99.

O verture 14: From  the Presbytery o f th e Southw est
W hereas, at the W inter Stated M eeting o f the Presbytery  o f the Southw est, the Proposed A m endm ents to the 
Book o f  C hurch O rder  sent dow n by the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly w ere voted upon In connection  w ith Item  4 
(am endm ents to C hapters 8 and 15). the Presbytery voted unanim ously in the negative (0-34-0). T he Presbytery 
further instructed the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to advise the G eneral A ssem bly o f its d iscussion  o f this 
item.
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It was the consensus o f the Presbytery that som e provision m ust be m ade for the e stablishm ent o f churches in 
lands w here there is no church W e concur that the present S C O  does not address this p roblem . W e believe that 
the proposed am endm ent, w hich seeks to rem edy this, has fatal flaw s. A m ong the questions raised w ere the 
following:

1. Is the pow er conveyed to the Evangelist to be for lim ited tim e only o r is it a perpetual au thority?  The 
proposed am endm ent would place no tim e lim it on this pow er.

2. Is the ord ination  to be o f nationals on the foreign field , o r can the com m ission  ordain  o ther (non 
o rdained) PCA personnel also? The am endm ent m akes no specification .

3. By w hat right do  we ordain m en for another church? O rd ination , w hether understood as the granting  
o f the office by the C hurch o r the recognition o f office by the C hurch , still requires the approbation  
o f the church in w hich the ordination is granted . (B C O  3-1)
If their o rd ination  is into the PC A . to what Presbytery do  they belong? And how  can a com m ission  
o f the G eneral A ssem bly enroll men into a Presbytery w ithout the know ledge and/or consent o f the 
Presbytery? If their m em bership is not in any P resbytery , w here is it? If their m em bership  is not in 
the PCA at a ll. how  can we ordain them .’

4. T he am endm ent m akes no m ention o f  w hat criteria  shall be used by the G eneral A ssem bly  to 
determ ine under w hat c ircum stances this pow er m ay be used. A lthough its original in tention is 
undoubtedly that it is used w here there is no indigenous church , this is never stated nor im plied. 
It is our considered  opinion that these proposed am endm ents are unw ise and inadequate. W e w ould 
urge the A ssem bly to carefully  draw  up a new  chap ter to the BC O  to deal with this area. But we 
w ould solem nly advise against the adoption o f this am endm ent.

Attest: C h a r l e s  T u r n e r . St a t e d  C l e r k  
B u s in e s s . So u t h w e s t  Pr e s b y t e r y

Answ ered in the affirmative and referred to Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, 
111, 45, p . 99.

C le rk 's  Note: This was received in the form o f a com m unication , designated  to be an overture  by the S ub
com m ittee on Judicial B usiness.

O verture IS: From  the P resb ytery  o f  the Southw est
W hereas, the boundaries o f  Presbyteries are established not only by m em bership  but also  geographically  
(B C O  11-4. 13-2). and
W hereas, the current B ook o f  Church O rder  m akes no provision  for the preservation  o f  territorial in tegrity , 
and
W hereas, the history o f  P resbyterianism  in the U nited States has dem onstrated  the need o f such p rovision . 
T h erefore, be it resolved that we overture the G eneral A ssem bly to am end B C O  13-2 by adding  to the last 
sentence ‘and with the P resbytery , if any, w ithin w hose geographic bounds he labo rs .'

A ttest: C h a r l e s  T u r n e r . St a t e d  C l e r k

Referred to Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, III, 46, p . 100.

O verture 20: From  the Presbytery o f C alvary
W hereas, B C O  10-6 states that the Expenses o f M inisters and R uling E lders in their a ttendance on the courts
shall be defrayed by the bodies w hich they respectively rep resen t,' and
W hereas, m inisters do  not officially  represent the local church (BCO 13-2. 14-2). and
W hereas, the T enth G eneral A ssem bly did not answ er the question  ‘D oes BC O  10-6
intend that P resbyteries defray the expense o f their Teaching E lder m em bers upon their attendance o f G eneral
A ssem b ly ? ', and
W hereas, it has been the practice o f local churches to pay the expenses o f  their m inisters to a ttend G eneral 
A ssem bly annually .
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the Sub com m ittee on Judicial B usiness study this m atter and bring  in a report to 
the Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem bly.

A ttest: W i l l ia m  C . Pl o w d e n , Jr .. St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the affirmative, referred to the Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, 
111, 47, p . 100.
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O verture 21: From  the P resbytery  o f  Illiana
W hereas, the C h u rch 's  responsib ility  o f  the excercise o f  the keys o f the k ingdom  (M atthew  16:19; 18:18) calls 
for careful d iscernm ent o f  a credib le profession o f faith in C hrist in order to pronounce anyone a com m unicant 
m em ber o f C h ris t 's  C hurch , and
W hereas, the S C O  1-3 defines the v isible church  as those w ho m ake profession o f  faith in the Lord Jesus C hrist 
and w ho prom ise subm ission to His law s, together with their ch ildren , and
W hereas, BC O  1-3, 4-1 and 6-2 are silent o r am biguous about how  com m uning m em bers are received  into the 
church , and
W hereas, BC O  57 does refer to Session exam ination  o f certain  catagories o f  people to be adm itted  to the 
sealing o rd inances, but does so inconsistently  and fails to provide c lear instruction  to the Session  as to the 
nature o f their exam ination  o f  prospective com m unicant m em bers, and
W hereas, BC O  57-5 (3) and 4-1 do  im ply that persons being received into com m unicant m em bership  should 
m ake a credib le profession  o f faith in C hrist, but the need for the Session  to d iscern said credib le profession 
prior to reception  is no w here explicitly  stated.
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the Illiana Presbytery hereby overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
PC A , for the sake o f clarity  and consistency:

1. To revise BC O  6-2 to read . 'C om m uning  m em bers are those w ho have m ade to the Session  a
credib le profession o f  faith in C hrist, w ho give assent to the declaration  and prom ises o f  57-5 (3) as
a profession o f their faith in C hrist and obedience to H im , who are believed to have been 
regenerated , w hose C hristian profession is not contradicted  by flagrant sin o r aposta te  doctrine , 
w ho have been bap tized , and w ho have been adm itted by the Session  to the L o rd 's  T a b le .' and

2. T o  add a new  57-1 (renum bering  the rem aining section) w hich w ould read All baptized  covenant
children  w ho seek adm ission  to the L o rd 's  Supper and all persons w ho seek adm ission  to the
chu rch , and hence to its sealing ord inances, through profession o f  faith , reaffirm ation  o f fa ith , or 
transfer o f letter from  another church , should be exam ined by the Session in order to discern 
w hether they m ake a cred ib le  profession  o f faith in C hrist, p rio r to their re cep tio n ,' in accordance 
with the guidance o f B C O  (revised) 6-2. A ttest: T h o m a s  W a l d e c k e r . St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative §11-36, III, 48, p . 100.
O verture 22: From  the P resbytery o f  Illiana
W hereas, a requirem ent o f  a credible profession  o f faith in C hrist is a profession  o f subm ission to C h ris t’s 
L ordship , and
W hereas, an im portant ev idence o f  a credib le profession o f  subm ission to C h ris t 's  Lordship  is a p rofession  o f 
subm ission to the Scrip tures o f  the O ld and New T estam ents as the W ord o f G od concerning  w hat H is people 
m ust believe and how  they m ust live, and
W hereas, BC O  4-1 im plies the above propositions in its defin ition  o f a particu lar ch u rch ' when it identifies 
m em bers as those 'p ro fessing  C hristians, w ith their c h ild ren ' w ho are 'assoc ia ted  together for d iv ine w orship 
and godly liv ing , agreeable to the Scrip tu res, and subm itting  to  the lawful governm ent o f C h ris t 's  K ingdom ,' 
T herefore, be it resolved  that the Illiana Presbytery petitions the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly o f  the PCA to 
revise the B C O  57-5 (3) by adding  the follow ing question as new num ber I . ,  and renum bering  the subsequent 
questions.!. 'D o  you believe the B ible, consisting  o f the O ld and New T estam ents, to be the W ord o f G od , and 
its doctrine  o f salvation  to be the perfect and only  true doctrine o f sa lvation? '

Attest: T h o m a s  W a l d e c k e r , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the a ffirm ative, referred to the Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, 
111, 49, p . 100.

O verture 25: From  the Presbytery o f the G reat Lakes
W hereas, the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica from  its inception has aim ed at the parity o f teaching  e lders and 
ruling e lders, and
W hereas, attendance at Presbytery m eetings o f  som e chu rches ' ruling e lders is som ew hat sparse , and 
W hereas, the need exists at Presbytery level for ruling e lder participation  in its proceedings.
T h erefore, the G reat Lakes Presbytery overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in 
A m erica to am end the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  as follows:

C hap ter 13-1 add the follow ing paragraph as the third paragraph:
If the num ber o f T eaching  Elders at a given S tated Presbytery M eeting exceeds by 50%  o r m ore the 

num ber o f e ligible R uling E lders at the sam e m eeting , an additional R uling E lder shall be e ligible from 
each congregation , beginning  with the largest, until the num ber o f  e lig ib le Ruling Elders is equal to the 
num ber o f  Teaching Elders at that m eeting.

A ttest: W i l l ia m  A . Sh e l l , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative §11-36, 111. 50, p . 100.
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O verture 26: From  the Presbytery o f  the G reat Lakes
W hereas, teaching elders and ruling elders o f  o ther PCA presbyteries have the sam e standards and subscrip 
tion as do  those o f any PCA Presbytery in a Stated M eeting , and
W hereas, teaching e lders and ruling e lders o f  o ther Presbyterian and R eform ed churches w ithin N A PA R C  
have sim ilar standards and subscription as o f  those o f any PCA Presbytery in a S tated M eeting , and 
W hereas, m inisters in good standing o f o ther evangelical churches m ay not have the sam e standards and
subscription as o f those o f  any PCA Presbytery in a Stated M eeting, and
W hereas, other N A PA R C  churches do  appreciate the exchange o f  fraternal delegates at Presbytery level. 
T herefore, the G reat Lakes Presbytery overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian C hurch  in 
A m erica to am end the Rook o f  C hurch O rder  as follows:
C hapter 13-12 to be changed from the present form  to read:

T eaching Elders in good standing in o ther presbyteries in the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica , o r  in the 
N A PA R C  denom inations, and Ruling Elders from  churches in o ther presbyteries in the P resbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica , o r in the N A PA R C  denom inations, who may be present, may be invited to sit w ith 
the Presbytery as corresponding m em bers. Such m em bers shall be entitled  to deliberate  and adv ise , but 
not vote in any decisions o f  the Presbytery. M inisters in good standing  o f  o ther evangelical churches, 
being present at any m eeting o f P resbytery, m ay be w elcom ed as v isiting breth ren , and on necessary  
occasion  be given the floor by special action o f  Presbytery. It is p roper for the M oderator to introduce 
these brethren  to the Presbytery. This provision shall also apply to the G eneral A ssem bly . Fraternal 
delegates from  o ther N A PA R C  denom inations, be they T eaching  Elders o r Ruling E lders, may be seated 
as corresponding m em bers, and be given a tim e in w hich to address Presbytery  on behalf o f  their 
Presbytery o r C lassis.

Attest: W i l l ia m  A . Sh e l l . St a t e d  C le r k  

Answered in the negative §11-36. 111. 51, p . 100.

O verture 28: From  the Presbytery o f  C entral Florida
W hereas, the subm ittal by G eneral A ssem bly o f  am endm ents to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  to the presbyteries 
for action , need to be considered  on their ow n m erit, and
W hereas, the grouping o f  tw o o r m ore paragraphs from  different chapters tends to cause am biguity  and 
confusion .
T h erefore, the Presbytery o f C entral Florida overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica, in the interest o f both sim plicity  and clarity , to subm it future revisions to the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  ind iv idually , not topically  o r in groups.

Attest: A  C a r l t o n  H e il . St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the negative §11-36. 111. 56. p . 101.

O verture 29: From  the P resbytery o f  St. Louis
W hereas, there is need to refine the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  in regard to inconsistencies, apparently  vague 
statem ents, and gram m atical and typographical corrections.
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica , m eeting 
in N orfo lk . V irginia. June 13-17. 1983. establish  a com m ittee to assist the S tated C lerk o f  the G eneral
A ssem bly in refining the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, such com m ittee to serve for tw o years.

Attest: A l b e r t  F. M o g in o t . Jr ., St a t e d  C le r k

Answered in the negative §11-36, III. 57. p . 101.

O verture 33: From  the Presbytery o f C entral C arolina
W hereas, C entral C arolina  Presbytery respectfully  overtures the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly o f  the P res
byterian C hurch in A m erica to approve the follow ing am endm ents to the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, as requested 
by the Session o f the M eadow view  Presbyterian C hurch . L exington . NC.

A. To am end B C O  24 by inserting betw een 24 .6  and 24 .7  a new  section 24 .7  the follow ing:
Ruling e lders are ordained for life but may be elected  for active service on the session lo r particu lar 
term s. E lders not in active service shall be entitled to represent their church in the h igher courts o f  
the church w hen appointed by the session o r presbytery . A particu lar church m ay e lect ruling e lders
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to serve on its session for life, but it is also p roper to  arrange a system  o f rotation.
T o am end B C O  24 .9  (to  becom e 24.10) by inserting the w ord ‘pe rm anen t’ betw een the w ords 'a l l ' 
and 's e ss io n s .'

B. T o  am end B C O  13 in order that the follow ing becom e BC O  13.12:
The presbytery shall deal with the L o rd 's  flock with tenderness and consideration , and shall not use 
perem ptory  m easures (A cts 20:28). T he presbytery shall not d isregard  the conv ictions o f  a 
determ ined and unw illing  m inority , but shall seek by its good offices to unify the congregation . 
Even if the objections to a pasto r seem  triv ial, the presbytery shall consider that the vision o f  G o d 's  
people in this life is. at best, obscure (I C or. 13:12), and that it is better fo ra  pastor to m ove than fo ra  
particu lar church to be d isrupted. H ow ever, if in acceding to the request o f the congregation  for the 
disso lu tion  o f the pastoral re la tionship , the presbytery finds that the reasons are triv ial, it shall 
instruct the session and the congregation  concerning these m atters, lest further congregational 
actions be taken for the sam e reasons.

Attest: St e p h e n  O . St o u t . St a t e d  C l e r k

Part A Referred to the Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, 111, 56, p . 101. 
Part B Answered in the negative §11-36, III, 59, p . 101.

O verture 37: From  the P resbytery o f  S t. L ouis.
W hereas, the 10th G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica voted that the paper ‘C onfess ion 
al S ubscrip tion ' prepared by the perm anent Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness be received as inform ation and 
that it be com m ended to the P resbyteries, Sessions, and B oards o f D eacons for study; and 
W hereas, the clear purpose o f this vote and o f the paper itse lf is to guard the orthodoxy o f the church , with 
w hich purpose we strongly agree; and
W hereas, this paper contains m uch valuable inform ation and m any w orthw hile insights; but
W hereas, the St. Louis Presbytery  set up a com m ittee to study the paper, w hich com m ittee produced a paper
finding som e d ifferences with the paper from  the G eneral A ssem bly; and
W hereas, the Presbytery received its study co m m ittee 's  entire paper as inform ation to be shared with the 
G eneral A ssem bly and adopted  the pap er 's  conclusion  as a statem ent o f its practice; and 
W hereas, the old Princeton . O ld School Presbyterian approach o f C harles H odge and B enjam in W arfie ld  o f 
subscribing not to every  proposition  o f  the W estm inster S tandards, but to the w hole conca tena ted  statem ent o f 
doctrine o f those Standards as expressing  the system  o f  doctrine  contained in the Scrip tures, has served us well 
as a presbytery in the past experience o f m ost o f our churches;
T herefore, be it resolved  that St. Louis Presbytery present to the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica our ow n co m m ittee 's  study for its inform ation and the follow ing conclusion  as 
a statem ent o f  o u r practice w hich we overture the G eneral A ssem bly to share w ith the o ther p resbyteries for 
their study:
IV . C onclusion

T his position o f W arfield  and H odge, it appears to us, is the best w ay o f  safeguarding  the orthodoxy o f the 
church and is also consistent with the A dopting A ct o f 1729 and hence with the sound tradition  o f  the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica since colonial days. Let a m an declare his adoption  o f  the C onfession  and 
C atechism s  as his confession  and then state any exceptions to the S tandards openly  and honestly , and let the 
Presbytery decide if he is still faithful to the system  o f doctrine contained  in the Scrip tures as that system  is 
expressed in the W estm inster S tandards. T his will have the effect o f causing  us all to study our doctrinal 
S tandards seriously and also  the effect o f keeping them  also  subordinate to the Scrip tures, the w ritten word o f 
our G od , who alone is sovereign.

If it should becom e apparent that exceptions are being taken repeatedly to certa in  parts o f the S tandards, then 
it should be the duty o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  to consider seriously w hether an am endm ent to the S tandards is 
appropriate. W hile differences are tolerable on m atters that are not entirely  c lear in Scrip tu re , it is certainly 
desirable to be united in our confession  o f all m atters that are o f  im portance to the w ork o f  the church and to the 
testim ony o f  ou r Lord Jesus C hrist in this w orld. R evisions o f  the Standards should not be undertaken lightly or 
frequently , but when a s ignificant body o f the true church has sufficient opportunity  to c larify  Scriptural 
teaching as it applies to contem porary  issues, it should boldly affirm  its faith and declare it c learly  and lovingly 
to the glory o f  G o d .'

A dopted at a Special M eeting o f  St. Louis P resbytery . February 19. 1983. Put in O verture form  at a Special 
M eeting on M ay 7. 1983.

Attest: A l b e r t  F. M o g in o t . Jr .

Referred to the Committee on Judicial Business §11-36, 111, 61, p . 101.
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T O  THK C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A  

O verture 5: From  the Presbytery o f W estern C arolina
W hereas, the scrip tures clearly  teach the duty o f all m en in general and C hristians specifically  to care fo r the 
physical needs o f those in d istress , and
W hereas, the Presbytery o f  the W estern C arolinas has been m ade aw are o f a m inistry  o f  m ercy developing  
w ithin its bounds, organized under the title , C hristian Life C are C en ter, and
W hereas, it is appropriate for the G eneral A ssem bly to encourage and foster w orks o f m ercy in the nam e o f  the 
Lord Jesus C hrist,
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery o f the W estern C arolinas does o verture  the G eneral A ssem bly  to 
instruct its Perm anent C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica to study the m atter o f  support for m inistries o f 
m ercy , and any such existing  m inistries for the purpose o f  encourag ing , assis ting , and supporting  the 
expansion  o f appropriate m inistries o f m ercy that Jesus C hrist be lifted up and H is k ingdom  advanced. 

Attest: T h o m a s  A. W e a v e r  II, St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the affirmative, referred to the Committee on M ission to North Am erica  
§11-61. I ll, 17. p . 124.

O verture 12: From  the Presbytery o f  S t. Louis
R egarding the presbyteries boundary 
W ithdraw n.

O verture 13: From  the Presbytery o f  C entral C arolina
T herefore, be it resolved that the C entral C arolina Presbytery overture the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  to 
enlarge its boundaries to include the South C arolina counties o f  Y ork, C hester, L ancaster, and C hesterfield . 
T his overture is to be understood as a com plem ent to that subm itted by C alvary  Presbytery.

Attest: St e p h e n  St o u t . St a t e d  C l e r k

Not answered separately, hut by division o f  Calvary Presbytery, §11-61, III, 18, 
p. 124, it was answered in the negative.

O verture 18: From  the Presbytery o f C alvary
W hereas, the boundaries o f  Presbyteries are determ ined by the G eneral A ssem bly (B ook o f  C hurch O rder  
14-6); and
W hereas, the present boundaries o f C alvary Presbytery cover all o f the State o f  South C aro lina ,
T h erefore, C alvary  Presbytery respectfully  requests the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica, at the m eeting in June. 1983, to div ide C alvary  in the follow ing m anner:

1. By substracting  the seventeen (17 (coun ties  o f  A bbeville , A nderson, C herokee , C hester. Edgefield, 
G reenv ille . G reenw ood . Lancaster, Laurens. M cC orm ick. N ew berry , P ickens, O conee, Saluda, 
Spartanburg . Union and Y ork, thereby creating  a new Presbytery.

2. The rem aining tw enty nine (29) counties o f  A iken, A llendale, B am berg, B arnw ell, Beaufort, 
B erkeley, C alhoun, C harleston . C hesterfield , C larendon , C olle ton , D arlington , D illon , D or
chester, Fairfield , F lorence, G eorgetow n, H am pton, H orry. Jasper. K ershaw , Lee, Lexington , 
M arion, M arlboro , O rangeburg , R ichland, Sum ter, and W illiam sburg , w ould rem ain in C alvary 
Presbytery.

3. T he new Presbyteries with boundaries as outlined above will have forty one (41) PC A C hurches and 
one ( I ) m ission church in the new  Presbytery and thirty one (31) PCA churches and one (I) m ission 
church  in C alvary  Presbytery.

4. That the G eneral A ssem bly authorize these P resbyteries to becom e effective  on January  I. 1984.
Attest: W i l l ia m  C . Pl o w d e n . Jr .. St a t e d  C l e r k

A m endm ent to O verture 18

That all o f Lancaster C ounty be included in the new presbytery located in the Southeast portion o f South 
C arolina: and , that all that portion o f C heste rC o u n ty  lying south and east o f South C arolina  H ighw ay 72 
from  the C heste r city lim it to the York C ounty line be included in the new presbytery located in the 
southeast portion o f  the State o f South C arolina.
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The above w as approved by C alvary Presbytery at the regular stated m eeting  held A pril 28 , 1983 and 
directed the S tated C lerk to forw ard to G eneral A ssem bly  to be m ade as a part o f the O vertu re  m ailed 
previously concerning  the div ision  o f Presbytery.

W i l l ia m  C . Pl o w d e n , Jr ., St a t e d  C l e r k  

Answered in the affirmative as am ended §11-61, III, 18, p . 124.

O verture 31: From  the P resb ytery  o f  N ew  R iver
W hereas, The New R iver Presbytery has received  the request from  the Jam es R iver P resbytery  that the 
counties in V irginia o f R ock ingham , S henandoah, Page, and A ugusta  be transferred  from  N ew  R iver to the 
Jam es R iver Presbytery  o f the PC A , less the c ity  o f  C raigsville  in A ugusta C ounty . N ew  R iver Presbytery  
a ffirm s the transfer o f R ockingham , S henandoah, and Page coun ties, but den ies the transfer o f  A ugusta  
county.

Attest: R. N o r m a n  EVANS, St a t e d  C l e r k  

Answered in the negative §11-61, 111, 19, p . 125.

O verture 32: From  the P resbytery o f  N ew  Jersey
W hereas, it w as m oved and carried  that the Presbytery o f New Jersey o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  
petition the 1983 G eneral A ssem bly to expand the boundaries o f  the Presbytery  to include the en tire  State o f 
New Jersey.

Attest: Ja m e s  a . Sm it h , St a t e d  C l e r k  

No response to overture §11-61, III, 20, p . 125.

O verture 36: From  th e P resbytery  o f  T exas
W hereas, by action taken at the regularly  S tated M eeting  o f the Presbytery  o f T exas on A pril 29 , 1983, we 
hereby overture  the G eneral A ssem bly  to do  the following:

' R equest A ssem bly  to rem ove W est T exas from  T exas P resbytery , along a line w est o f  W ich ita  F alls, east 
o f A bilene and San A ngelo , w est o f  K errv ille, and w est o f Del R io. This w ill allow  (1) T exas 
to concentrate  its efforts in a geographic area  it can reasonably  expec t to  reach , and (2) 
developm ent o f churches and a presbytery in W est Texas before the T exas P resbytery  o r its 
can reasonably  accom plish  it. through the A ssem bly .'

Attest: G l e n  M i l h a m , St a t e d  C l e r k

Answered in the affirmative §11-61, III, 21, p . 125.

C. REFERENCES

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

R eference 1: From  th e P resbytery  o f  C entral C arolina

T o the S tated C lerk  o f  the PC A .
T his letter serves as official notification  o f  the action o f  C entral C arolina  Presbytery  on  Jan . 8, 1983, that the 

entire m atter pertain ing  to the New Life Presbyterian  C hurch  o f  C harlo tte , N C , is hereby R E FE R R E D  T O  T H E  
1983 G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  FOR FIN A L D IS P O SIT IO N , in accord with B C O  41.

F urtherm ore, by the action o f  the 14th S tated M eeting  o f  the C entral C aro lina  Presbytery  on  Jan . 22 , 1983, 
Presbytery requests that the Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness, m eeting on  Feb. II , 1983, rev iew  the case 
and give counsel to specific  questions concerning  this m atter. In view  o f the d istressing  nature o f  the situation , 
in that both the N ew  Life C hurch  and the C entral C arolina  Presbytery are seriously  d iv ided as to the p roper 
course o f  action , it seem s w ise to refer the m atter to the h igher court.

T E  S tephen O . S tou t, S tated C lerk  o f P resbytery , and T E  K en H ash, chairm an o f  the form er Judicial 
C om m ission , now the S hepherding  C om m ittee , have been appoin ted  by Presbytery  to p resen t the reference.

D ocum entation  shall no doubt continue until the G eneral A ssem bly  m eets, but the record , testim onies, and 
m inutes o f the case will be com piled  and sent as soon as possib le. It is our hope and p rayer that this m atter will 
be resolved qu ick ly , so that the peace and unity o f  the C hurch  o f our Lord be restored.

A t t e s t : St e p h e n  O . St o u t , St a t e d  C l e r k

Presbytery  
A llow  the
successors

See Advice o f  the Judicial Committee, §11-21, 27, p . 71f, also §11-39, p . 103. 
See Judicial Cases 6, 8, 10, 12, 15, p . 148 f f .
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R eference 2: From  th e Presbytery o f  G u lf C oast

W hereas, the C om plain t o f  S tephen M . Lee et a l. against G u lf C oast Presbytery w as sustained in part by the 
Judicial C om m ission  o f  the T enth G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica; and 
W hereas, the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  a llow s for 'R efe rences ' by a low er court to a h igher court for advice on a 
m atter pending before the low er court (41-1); and
W hereas, am ong proper subjects for reference are m atters that are new . delicate o r d ifficu lt, o r w hich relate to 
questions involving the C onstitu tion  and legal procedures respecting w hich the low er court feels the need o f 
guidance (41-2); and
W hereas, this action has raised several d ifficult problem s for G u lf C oast Presbytery in the follow ing 
particulars:

I. S pec ifica tion /COI w as susta ined , a lthough this specification w as based on the application  by the 
com plainan t o f decisions o f the Seventh and Ninth G eneral A ssem blies in a w ay that seem s to have 
the effect o f  setting a decision o f  those A ssem blies above the confessional docum ents o f the 
C hurch.

The Seventh G eneral A ssem bly declared  That no particular view  o f the application  o f judicia l 
law for today should be m ade a basis for orthodoxy o r excluded as a h e re sy .' T he com plainan t in 
effect set this decision  over against the teaching  o f the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith , w hich 
clearly  takes a particu lar view  o f  the application  o f the jud icia l law for today by stating that the 
various jud icia l law s o f  the O ld T estam ent expired  with the state o f  (the O ld T estam ent) p eop le , not 
ob lig ing  any o ther, now , further that the general equity  thereof m ay requ ire ' , 4 ), thus im plying  that 
certa in  view s o f the applicability  o f the judicia l law o f  the O ld Testam ent w ould be contrary  to the 
confessional docum ents o f the church.

It is the so lem n, pledged obligation o f every e lder and every  court o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica to uphold the confessional docum ents o f the C hurch . W hile certa in  latitude in in terp reta
tion m ust be allow ed in the issue at hand, presbyteries in particu lar have the o bligation  to determ ine 
w hether o r not a candidate for ordination agrees w ith the C onfession  that the various jud icia l law s o f 
the O ld T estam ent expired  with the state o f (the O ld Testam ent) peop le , not oblig ing  any o ther, 
now , further than the general equity  thereo f may requ ire ' (W C F X IX . 4) in a m anner that will assure 
the peace and purity o f the church. Yet by sustain ing  this specification , the particu lar w ording  o f  the 
decision  o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly has been given greater prom inence than the w ording o f 
the C onfession . As a consequence. G u lf C oast Presbytery is unclear how  it can fulfill its responsi
bility to m aintain the position o f the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  w ith respect to the application 
o f the jud icia l law s o f  the O ld T estam ent to today.

T he N inth G eneral A ssem bly adm onished the G u lf C oast Presbytery for m aking 'th eo n o m y ' an 
issue in the licensure exam ination  o f  Raym ond B radford Fell. Yet the com pla inan t, by failing to 
o ffer in his com plain t any particu lar definition o f theonom y ' w hich should not be a basis for 
exam ination  for o rd ina tion , assum es that no view o f G o d 's  law ' (w hich  is the basic m eaning o f 
theonom y ') should be the basis for exam ination  for ord ination . But the W estm inster C onfession  o f  

Faith  has a c learly  defined  concept o f  G o d 's  law , including a particu lar concept o f the applicability  
o f jud ic ia l law s o f the O ld Testam ent for today iW C F , X IX).

II. Specification  # 5  w as sustained, a lthough this specification w as based on a broad defin ition  o f  a 
controversial issue w hich has taken on various form s before the church.

Specification  # 5  defines theonom y as the applicability  o f the Judicial Law  o f G od  to the present 
d a y .' C ertain ly  in one w ay or another the judicia l law o f G od 'a p p lie s ' to today , as does every  o ther 
portion o f the canon. But theonom y ' in the expressions o f  som e, m eans that the jud icia l law o f  God 
is applicable today precisely as o rig inally  given in the O ld Testam ent and is b inding on the various 
civil governm ents today precisely as it was binding  on the civil governm ent o f theocratic  Israel. For 
this reason, it is d ifficult for G u lf C oast Presbytery to presum e that all expressions o f theonom y ' 
that are m anifested in exam inations for ord ination  in presbyteries o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica will be defined  adequately as view s sim ply holding to the 'app licab ility  o f  the Judicial Law 
o f G od to the present d a y ,’ and will fall w ithin the lim its o f  o u r confessional standards.

III. T he Judicial C om m ission  o f  the T enth G eneral A ssem bly has directed G u lf C oast Presbytery to re 
exam ine R aym ond B radford Fell in a m anner that could be understood as going  beyond the 
procedural requirem ents for exam ination  determ ined by the constitu tion  o f the church , and 
according to a procedure that could  have the effect o f  encouraging unduly  further com plain t from  
the cand idate  for ordination if he is rejected again by the presbytery .

The decision  o f the Judicial C om m ission d irects G u lf C oast Presbytery to g ive direct guidance to 
M r. Fell concerning  any defic iencies o f theology in reference to specific B iblical and confessional 
m atters p rior to his exam ination  for o rd ina tion ' (em phasis added). T his d irective  could  be under-
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sUxxi sim ply to m ean that G u lf C oast Presbytery has the obligation  to show  genuine pastoral care 
for a licentiate it received  and w ho is p reparing  for ord ination . But it also  could  be understood as 
im plying that the presbytery has the obligation  to identify  for the candidate any and all defic iencies 
in theology p rior to his exam ination . In the latter case it w ould seem  that in the event that the 
candidate w ere rejected again , the presbytery w ould have the prim ary responsib ility  o f  ju stify ing  its 
rejection ra ther than the can d id a te 's  having the prim ary responsib ility  o f show ing why he ought to 
be approved. It w ould be ra ther d ifficult for the presbytery to fulfill th is d irective , apart from  a 
separate m eeting o f  presbytery p rior to M r. F e ll’s exam ination  for ord ination , particu larly  since the 
presbytery is told that it m ust identify any defic iencies in theology p rio r to exam in ing  M r. F e ll, and 
o ffer guidance in these areas. A lthough M r. Fell already has been exam ined  by p resbytery  for 
licensure and for ord ination , he was not exam ined previously w ith a view  to  having the p resbytery  
instruct him  in all areas o f theological defic iency. This d irective w ould appear to involve the 
presbytery in an exam ination  o f  the candidate according  to a m anner foreign to the constitu tion  o f  
this church . It cou ld  also  be seen as requiring o f the presbytery an agreem ent o f  areas in w hich M r. 
Fell m ight need direct gu idance ': in any area o f theo logy , as well as an agreem ent concern ing  w hat 
guidance ought to be offered . It w ould appear that setting a precedent o f this sort cou ld  have the 
effect o f  bringing into q uestion  the w hole process o f  exam ination  o f cand idates for o rd ina tion , and 
could  set a precedent o f m aking it the greater responsib ility  o f the presbytery  to  ju s tify  its objection  
o f  a cand idate  than o f  a candidate to provide reasons for his acceptance into the presbytery .

Furtherm ore, the d irective o f  the Judicial C om m ission  could  have the effect o f unduly  e n cou rag 
ing further com plain t from  the candidate if he is again rejected by the presbytery . If the presbytery 
now  m ust identify  any areas o f  theological deficiency p rio r to exam ination , then the candidate 
could  readily  com plain  if  rejected that the p resbytery  had not instructed him  adequately  in his 
defic iencies as required  by this Judicial C om m ission .

T herefore, in view  o f  the above concerns. G u lf C oast Presbytery respectfu lly  refers to the G eneral A ssem bly  
o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica the follow ing questions for its advice:

1. Is the Presbytery denied the right to exam ine a m an and to judge him  to be in e rro r o r heretical on  the 
basis o f C hap ter 19 o f  the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith , and particu larly  on the basis o f  C hap ter 
19, paragraph 4?

2. Are all view s defin ing  them selves by the term  theonom y ' excluded as a basis fo r exam ination  for 
licensure o r ord ination?

3. Are all view s o f  the applicability  o f G o d 's  jud icia l law for today to be regarded as accep tab le  in the 
Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica?

4. How is the d irective  that G u lf C oast Presbytery is 'to  give direct gu idance to M r. Fell concern ing  
any defic iencies o f  theology in reference to specific B iblical and confessional m atters p rio r to  his
exam ination  for o rd ina tion ' to be related to curren t procedures prescribed  in the BC O  concerning
exam ination  for ord ination?

5. Are the penal sanctions o f the jud icia l law s o f  the O ld T estam en t, such as those found in 
D euteronom y 13, part o f  general equ ity , and , therefore , are they to be applied today as they w ere to 
the state o f  Israel, assum ing the governm ent was a righteous governm ent accord ing  to the truth o f  
G od?

H e n r y  J. M u e l l e r

Stated  C lerk , G u lf C oast Presbytery

See $11-36, 111, 29, pp. 96 f .

R eference 3: From  the P resb ytery  o f  th e Southw est
At the W inter S tated M eeting  o f  the Presbytery o f the Southw est, a request w as subm itted to the Presbytery 

from  one o f  our churches for perm ission  to change the term s o f call o f  its pastor. T he m atter w as referred  to  the 
C om m ittee o f C hurches. M inisters and C andidates. T he recom m endation  o f  the com m ittee , duly m ade and 
seconded was that the D esert Springs C hurch be com m ended in its diligence and thanked fo r its request, but 
that Presbytery approval is not required to am end the term s o f  call o f a p a s to r .' A substitu te m otion w as m ade 
and seconded that the Presbytery grant perm ission  to the D esert Springs C hurch  to am end its call as 
requested .'

Follow ing d iscussion , m otion was m ade, seconded and carried  that the m atter be referred  to the Judicial 
B usiness C om m ittee  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly for in terpretation o f  the B C O  in this question:
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Ms Presbytery approval/perm ission  required in order to properly am end a ch u rc h 's  term s o f  call to its 
pasto r? ’

R espectfully  subm itted,
Ro d n e y  T . K in g , C h a ir m a n .
Judicial Business

See response §11-36, III, 55, p. 101.

R eference 4: F rom  th e Session o f  the O lathe Presbyterian  C hurch and th e Session  o f  T he B ible  
Presbyterian  C hurch
January  12, 1983

The Session o f  the O lathe P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica and the Session  o f T he B ible P resbyterian  C hurch 
in M errill. W isconsin concur in sending our respective letters to you and request that the d ifferen t exegeses o f 
Scripture concerning  divorce be considered  by the appropriate G eneral A ssem bly  C om m ittee .

R espectfully  yours,
Ro b e r t  E. B a x t e r

Pastor, O lathe Presbyterian C hurch

Answ ered in the negative §11-36, 111, 31, p . 98.

C le rk ’s Note: The letters referred to in the above have been d istributed  to the Judicial B usiness C om m ittee , but 
are not prin ted  here.

R eference S: From  the Presbytery o f G race

R egarding  an Interpretation o f BC O  18-7, specifically  the second sentence, w hich reads:
'T he  candidate m ay be allow ed to retain m em bership  in his hom e church upon the request o f his Session  
and the approval o f  both Presbyteries invo lved .'

D oes this sentence o f  B C O  18-7 intend o r allow  for a d u a l' candidacy? If a 'd u a l ' candidacy is not in tended, 
why is the approval o f both presbyteries involved required?

V a u g h n  H a t h a w a y , Jr .
Stated C lerk  o f  G race Presbytery

Referred to the Committee on Judicial Business fo r  fu rther studv §11-36, 111, 32, 
p . 98.

D. BUSINESS CARRIED OVER FROM  PREVIOUS GENERAL ASSEM BLIES

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S ON A D M IN IST R A T IO N  

10-33, III, 21, p. 70
O verture 9: From  the Presbytery o f S iouxlands
W hereas, there is in the one office o f E lder tw o orders o f Teaching and Ruling (I T im othy 5:17), and the 
governm ent and spiritual oversight o f the church is to be equally  shared by both orders; and.
W hereas, in the h ighest court o f  the church there currently  exists an im balance in representation  o f  the tw o 
orders  o f  the office  o f Elder; and.
W hereas, it is in the best interest o f  the church in seeking to m ore perfectly  glorify  G od  and do His w ill, and in 
seeking to prom ote  the spiritual w ell-being and health o f  itself;
T herefore, the Presbytery  o f  the S iouxlands overtures the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica  to am end the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  14-2 as follows:
T he G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent court, shall m eet at least annually  upon its ow n adjournm ent, and 
shall consist o f Elders e lected  by the Presbyteries in the sam e num ber (or plus one if that num ber not be e v en ) as 
there are particu lar churches on the rolls o f the respective Presbyteries as o f January  1st o f  that year, w ith one 
ha lf o f  the E lders being those o f  the o rder o f  Teaching  Elder, w ho are in good standing in their P resbyteries, and 
one half being those o f  the order o f Ruling Elder.

Answ ered by action §11-30, III, 10, 28, pp. 80, 82.
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10-75, III, 13, p. 102 R eferred  to C om m ittee  o f  A dm inistration  
O verture 13: From  the P resb ytery o f  Southern Florida
W hereas, the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  25-3 sets the quorum  for congregational m eetings; and
W hereas, a d ifferen t quorum  is required for churches o f  m ore than one hundred resident com m uning
m em bers, (1/4 o f  m em bership  for churches o f less than 100; 1/6 for those over 100); and
W hereas, churches w ith m ore than 2 .000  m em bers experience special d ifficulty  in reaching  the quorum
required because o f m ultiple services and o ther problem s pecu liar to very large churches;
T herefore , the Presbytery  o f  Southern Florida respectfu lly  proposes that C hap ter 25-3 o f  the B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  be am ended to allow  congregations o f m ore than tw o thousand resident com m uning m em bers to  use a 
quorum  o f  one eighth  o f their resident com m uning m em bers.

Answered in the negative §11-30, III, 16, p . 81.

10-75, III , 18, p. 102 R eferred  to C om m ittee  o f  A dm inistration  
O verture 14: From  the P resb ytery  o f  C ovenant
W hereas, a G eneral A ssem bly  com posed o f  com m issioners from  every church in the denom ination  and o f  all 
the T each ing  Elders causes undue hardship  and expense on m any w ho attend as a m atter o f  consc ience, and 
W hereas, such an A ssem bly  is not necessary in order to be representative.
T h erefore, w e, the undersigned , recom m end the fo llow ing changes in the B ook o f  C hurch Order: 
Paragraph 14-2 be changed to read , 'T he  G eneral A ssem bly , w hich is a perm anent cou rt, shall m eet a t least 
annually  upon its ow n adjournm ent, and shall consist o f com m issioners from  the P resbyteries in the fo llow ing 
p roportion , nam ely: every Presbytery  shall be entitled  to send one T eaching  E lder and one R uling E lder for 
every  five hundred com m unican ts  in its m em ber churches and T eaching  Elders on  its roll Paragraph 14-3, 
change the w ord 'S ess io n ' w hich appears tw o tim es, to ‘P resby tery ’ .

Answered by action in recommendation 10 §11-30, III, 10, 29, pp . 80, 82.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  C H R IST IA N  E D U C A T IO N  

O verture 15: From  the P resb ytery  o f  C ovenant
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly  has m ade clear that it desires a publication such as the PCA  M essenger, and
W hereas, the m inistry  o f  the PCA M essenger  has been lim ited due to a lack o f  funds;
and
W hereas, recent Postal Service cost increases will further lim it the PCA  M essenger  as w ell as o ther such 
publications and p rayer letters; and
W hereas, all the C om m ittees, Sub-com m ittees and A gencies o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  have seen  fit to 
m aintain publications and m ailings separate from  the PCA M essenger, thereby lim iting  the effec tiveness o f 
them  all and duplicating  expenditures in the areas o f postage, m ailing  list upkeep and Postal Serv ice  perm its; 
and
W hereas, all o f this duplication  has greatly  increased the volum e o f  prin ted  m atter received by PC A  m inisters 
and m em bers; and
W hereas, the Second C lass Postage Perm it used to mail the PCA  M essenger  a llow s for considerab le  increase 
in the size o f the publication  w ith only a sm all increase for additional postage; and 
W hereas, the econom ic condition  o f our N ation dem ands additional s tew ardship  o f the L o rd ’s m oney; 
T h erefore, be it reso lved  that C ovenant Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the 
Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica to direct its C om m ittees, Sub-C om m ittees, and A gencies, w here practicable 
and w hen m aterial to be m ailed is intended for the general consum ption  o f  the church  at large, to consolidate  
their pub lications, p rayer letters and notices into the pages o f the PCA M essenger  w ith appropria te  shifts in 
funding to  accom plish  th is , thereby elim inating  needless duplication  and w aste.

Pa u l  O . H o n o m ic h l , St a t e d  C l e r k

Referred to the Permanent Committee fo r  CE/P fo r  report at the Eleventh General 
Assembly, §11-75, 111, 12, p . 131.
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T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS

10-48, III , 20 T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the following:
T hat Section  2 .02 .1(3) o f the M TW  M issions M anual (approved by the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly), and 
Sections 3 .02 .3 (12) and 3 .02 .3(13) o f  the M TW  M issions H andbook, be included in the B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder, w ith such revisions as m ay be necessary.
2 .02 .1 (3) T he Call to a Particu lar W ork.

A fter the presbytery has exam ined and approved a m an for m issionary  serv ice as an ordained  
m inister, a recom m endation  fo r m issionary service should be sent to  the M TW  C om m ittee . W ith 
this in hand , the C om m ittee , through its staff, shall ex tend an official call to  a p articu lar w ork to the 
candidate follow ing his being approved for m issionary service by the C om m ittee . O n the basis o f 
this call, the presbytery should proceed to ordain and com m ission  the candidate.

3 .02 .3 (12) Issuance o f  a C all to A pproved O rdained C andidates.
A pproved candidates w ho are ordained  as teaching  elders w ill be issued a C all from  M ission  to the 
W orld  for presentation  to their respective presbyteries. A pproved cand idates o r m issionaries who 
are ordained  subsequent to acceptance by M TW  will also be issued C alls at the appropria te  tim e. 

3 .02 .3 (13) O rdained  C andidates from  O ther D enom inations
For a cand idate  w ho is an ordained teaching  e lder in a denom ination  o ther than the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica , p roper procedure dictates that the candidate m ake application  for m em bership  
in a  p resbytery  o f the PCA  and be exam ined  and approved. Then a  m otion should be m ade that he be 
received  pending approval by and a call from  M TW . B ased on  its exam ination  the presbytery  
should send a recom m endation  to M TW . O nce the candidate has been exam ined  and approved by 
the M TW  C om m ittee , the s taff will issue a call to  a  particu lar w ork. B ased on this call, the 
presbytery  should enroll him  as a m em ber and then m ake p lans to com m ission  h im  as a m issionary  
approxim ately  three m onths prior to  his departure  for the field.

Referred back to the Committee on Judicial Business fo r  report to the Twelfth 
G eneral Assembly, §11-36, 111, 15, p . 93.

10-75, III , 14, p . 102 R eferred  to Su b-com m ittee  on Jud icia l B usiness  
O verture 4: F rom  the Presbytery o f  M id-A tlantic
W hereas, one area  o f concern  expressed  by the R PCES is that we allow  only  one full term  o f serv ice on  our 
perm anent G A  com m ittees, requiring a y ea r’s lay-off before reelection; and
W hereas, our com m ittees are experiencing  som e m easure o f  instability  in long-range p lans w hich m ight be 
corrected  if m en could  serve a  second term  before lay-off;
T h erefore, M id-A tlantic  Presbytery respectfu lly  overtures the G eneral A ssem bly  to  am end the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  as follow s: C hap ter 14-1 (12) change the last sentence to read:

Persons who have served fo r a full term  on one o f the A ssem bly ’s Perm anent C om m ittees o r  Perm anent 
Sub-com m ittees shall not be e ligible for reelection to any A ssem bly C om m ittee  until one year has 
e lapsed , unless the Perm anent C om m ittee on w hich he has served requests that he be e lected  to a  second 
term . In such a case the A ssem bly  m ust support his reelection  by a tw o-th irds m ajority  o f those present 
and voting . In no case  w ould a person be e ligible for election  to consecutive  serv ice on  a Perm anent 
C om m ittee  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  for m ore than ten years, including partial term s. W hen ex tended  
serv ice is com pleted  on a Perm anent C om m ittee , that person would not be elig ib le  for reelection  to any 
com m ittee  until tw o years had elapsed . f j 0t Specifically Answ ered

10-75, III , 21
O verture 18: From  th e Presbytery o f  C entral C arolina
W h ereas, confusion  has resulted concerning the status o f  the 'E ld e r E m eritus’ w hen used w ith a rotation 
system  o f  officers in c lasses (B C O  24-9); and
W h ereas, the designation  o f a m an as E m eritus by a ro tating  session appears to conflic t w ith B C O  16-2, that 
'n o  m an can  be placed over a church  in any office w ithout the election  o r  at least the consen t o f  that ch u rch :' 
Be It R eso lved , that the C entral C arolina Presbytery overture the 1982 G eneral A ssem bly  to c larify  B C O  24 -9 , 
w hether the re tention o f  the ‘full priv ileges o f  his o ff ice ’ m eans that, in a ro tation  system , the E m eritus 
becom es a perm anent voting m em ber o f  the session , o r w hether the E m eritus becom es an honorary  non-voting  
observer o f the session.

A nsw ered by proposed amendment to BCO §11-36, III, 3, p . 88.
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10-75, III, 33-39
33. That no changes be m ade in the ‘R A O ’ w ith regard to the d isposing  o f  in thesi statem ents. 

G rounds:
I The m atter o f in thesi statem ents is too broad to m ake specific changes in the ‘R A O ’.
2. A lthough past G eneral A ssem blies have expended m uch tim e in debating , adop ting , rescind 
ing, and am ending such statem ents, each  A ssem bly should have the freedom  to decide how  such 
m atters should be handled.
3. T hat G eneral A ssem bly should note, how ever, that it need not alw ays adopt reports as in thesi 
statem ents. Som e reports may be handled properly  m erely by receiv ing  them  as inform ation  and 
com m ending them  to the C hurch for consideration .

Referred back to the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business fo r  report back to 
the Twelfth General Assembly, §11-36, III, 7, p . 92.

34. That a new  paragraph to be num bered 14-7, be added to C hap ter 14 o f  the B C O . and that the present 
paragraph 14-7 be renum bered 14-8.
The new paragraph is to read as follows:
A ctions o f  the G eneral A ssem bly pursuant to the provisions o f paragraph 14-6 

such as deliverances, resolu tions, overtu res, and jud icia l decisions are to be given due and serious 
consideration  by the C hurch  and its low er courts w hen deliberating  m atters related to such actions. 
Judicial decisions shall be binding  and conclusive  on the parties w ho are directly  involved in the 
m atter being adjud icated , and on all subsequent sim ilar cases as to any principal w hich m ay have 
been decided . (See BC O  3-5 , 3-6 , and W CF  31 :2 ).’
G rounds:
The proposed am endm ent seeks to  c larify  the questions regard ing  the force o r au thority  o f  
statem ents adopted  and issued by a G eneral A ssem bly. W C F  31:2 has been little appreciated  
regarding this m atter.

Referred to the Sub-committee on Judicial Business fo r  report back to the Twelfth  
G eneral Assembly, §11-36, III, 7, p . 92.

35. That the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  be given the assignm ent to study the p roblem  o f the review  
and control o f  Presbyteries.
G rounds:
1. O verture 18 to the N inth G eneral A ssem bly  was answ ered  in the a ffirm ative but the responsib il
ity for carry ing  out the study w as not given to a particu lar com m ittee . T herefo re , both the 
C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  and the Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness have w orked on  the 
problem .
2. The Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness recognized  that one o f the so lu tions to  the problem  
w as to assign the task to the Sub-com m ittee. W anting  to m aintain the integrity  o f  the Sub
com m ittee . the m em bers believed that it should not be involved in a study that m ight result in 
greater responsib ility  for itself.
3. T w o separate proposed answ ers m ight cause confusion . O nly  one com m ittee  should study the 
problem  and propose a solution. See §11-36, III, 17, p . 94

36. That the Sub-com m ittee  on Judicial B usiness be allow ed to continue its w ork on the ‘D irectory o f  
W orsh ip ' for ano ther year and that Sessions that have had particu lar p roblem s involving  the
D irectory o f W o rsh ip ’ subm it these p roblem s to the Sub-com m ittee on  Judicial B usiness.

See §11-36, III, 8, p . 92 f f .
37. That Personal R esolution I, (p. 52) be referred to the Perm anent Sub-com m ittee for Judicial 

B usiness for its study and report to the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly. S ee§11-36,111, 9 ,p . 92
38. That the G eneral A ssem bly  instruct the perm anent Sub-com m ittee  on Judicial B usiness to propose 

to the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly am endm ents to its m anual so that it can better deal with 
theological m atters and that the Sub-com m ittee be expanded by inclusion o f  resource  persons to 
assist it in m aking theological judgm ents. (The num ber and term s o f  serv ice o f  such resource 
persons to be proposed by the Sub-com m ittee.)
G rounds:
T he Perm anent Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness has now  labored for tw o (2) years w ith m atters 
involving w eighty theological considerations. Its m anual o f operation  does not stipulate that the 
Sub-com m ittee  is to  handle theological m atters. See §11-36, III, II, p . 92f.



56 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

39. That R ecom m endations 21, 29 , 33 , 34 , 36, 37 and 38 be referred to the Perm anent Sub com m ittee 
on Judicial B usiness to study and report be m ade to the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly , including  also 
the following:
a. Procedures for handling appeals and com plain ts to the G eneral A ssem bly;
b. G uidelines for jud icia l com m issions;
c. W hat m atters m ay be debated  by the G eneral A ssem bly under S C O  15-3 in acting on reports 

o f jud icia l com m issions;
d. T he w eight to be given rendered judgm en ts to o ther sim ilar cases;
e. To suggest any changes in BC O  for c larification o r im plem entation o f the recom m endations

o f  the jud ic ia l com m issions;
f. T o  suggest changes to the Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness M anual regarding interim  

advice (5-2 , b and c). S e e §11-36, p . 8 6 ff

10-100, IV , 2 That the Stated C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly direct a reprim and to Pacific . Southern 
F lorida , and W estern C arolinas P resbyteries for failing to respond to the excep tions cited by the 1981 
G eneral A ssem bly in the Report o f the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on R eview  and C ontro l o f 
Presbyteries.

(C le rk 's  Note: T he response from  Pacific Presbytery was found to have been sent in good tim e, and thus this 
reprim and should not have been o rdered .) Reprimands were sent by the Stated Clerk

3. T hat the Presbytery o f W estern C arolinas be cited for failing to subm it their m inutes o f 1981 in
accord  with the d irectives o f  the G eneral A ssem bly. Citation sent b \  Stated Clerk

5. T hat the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  consider the future operations o f the C om m ittee  o f
C om m issioners on Review  and C ontrol o f  Presbyteries and suggest a m eans to provide a m echa
nism  for continuity  in its operations from  year to year. S ee§ ll-3 6 , I II , 17, p . 94

8 . That W estern C arolinas Presbytery be required  to subm it their m inutes to the perm anent Sub-
C om m ittee  on Judicial Business for review  and evaulation . Any excep tions are to be acted  upon 
prior to the next G eneral A ssem bly. See §11-36, I II , 16, p . 93

10-66, III, 13. That the proposed changes in C hap ter 5 o f the B C O  to c larify  the m em bership  o f m ission 
churches (A ttachm ent B) be approved and passed to the presbyteries according  to our constitu tional 
p rocess. See §11-61, 111, 4, p . 122

T O  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A  

C hapter 5 T he M ission C hurch  and the O rganization  o f  a Particu lar C hurch
T he M ission C hurch
5-1. A m ission church  may be properly described  in the sam e m anner as the particu lar church is described  in 
paragraph 4 - 1. It is d istinguished from  a particu lar church in that it has no perm anent governing  b o d y , and thus 
m ust be governed o r supervised  by o thers. H ow ever, its goal is to m ature and be organized  as a particu lar 
church  as soon as this can be done decently  and in good order.
5 -2 . O rd inarily , the responsib ility  for initiation and oversight o f  a m ission church lies w ith P resbytery , 
exercised  through its com m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica.
H ow ever, if the m ission church  is located outside the bounds o f P resbytery, the responsib ility  may be exercised  
through the G eneral A ssem bly 's  C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica.
5 -3 . The m ission  church , because o f  its transitional cond ition , requires a tem porary system  o f  governm ent. 
D epending on the circum stances and at its ow n discretion . Presbytery m ay provide for such governm ent in one 
o f  several ways:

1. A ppoint an E vangelist as prescribed in paragraph 8 -6 .
2. C ooperate with the Session o f a p articu lar church in arranging a m other-daugh ter re la tionship  w ith a 

m ission church . T he Session m ay then serve as the tem porary governing body o f  the m ission 
church.

3. A ppoint a com m ission  to serve as a tem porary Session o f the m ission church.
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5-4 . At the d iscretion o f  the tem porary governing body, m em bers m ay be received  into the m ission church  as 
prescribed in C hap ter 12. 2 These persons then becom e com m unicant o r non-com m unican t, non-voting  
m em bers o f the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica.
5 -5 . M ission churches and their m em bers shall have the right o f jud icia l process to the court having oversigh t o f 
their tem porary governing  b o d y .3
5-6 . M ission churches shall m aintain a roll o f  com m unicant and non-com m unicant m em bers, in the sam e 
m anner as, but separate from , o ther particu lar churches.
5-7 . It is the intention o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica that m ission churches en joy  the sam e status as 
particu lar churches in relation  to c ivil governm ent 
T he O rganization  o f a Particular C hurch

R enum ber ex isting  paragraphs o f C hap ter 5 .4

Footnotes
'T h is paragraph assum es the adoption  o f the B C O  am endm ent relative to nam e o f the C om m ittee on  M ission  to 
the U nited States.
2It will be C hap ter 12, if  the T enth G eneral A ssem bly approves the am endm ent adopted  and set dow n by the 
N inth G eneral A ssem bly.
’This paragraph w as inserted so that a m ission church o r a m em ber o f  a m ission church w ould know  w here to 
go  for jud ic ia l relief.
4(A s paragraphs 5-8 through 5-11)

Adopted 11-61, III, 4, p . 122.

B U SIN E SS C A R R IE D  O V E R  FR O M  1982 SY N O D  O F R PC ES

O V E R T U R E  B —  P R IO R IT Y  M IN IST R Y  T O  E T H N IC  P E O P L E S

W hereas the R PC ES is w orking  tow ard  one Presbyterian and R eform ed denom ination  represen ta tive  o f  the 
entire N orth A m erican con tinen t, and.

W hereas the doctrinal position o f  our church is c lear and biblical regarding  e thnic equality ,
T herefore, the R ocky M ountain P resbytery , m eeting at T rin ity  R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch , M ontrose, 

C olorado , A pril 28-29, 1982, respectfully  overtures the 160th G eneral Synod o f the R PC E S. m eeting  at G rand 
R apids, M ichigan, June 11-17, 1982, to set as a priority  m inistry  to the various e thnic peoples o f  ou r continent 
by im plem enting  program s to raise up leadership for these g roups, by recruiting  students from  ethnic 
m inorities, by developing  o r h iring gifted and qualified  leaders to serve on the faculties o f  ou r educational 
institutions and the adm inistra tions o f o ur agencies and furtherm ore, that our agencies report their endeavors 
and successes to the next G eneral Synod o r G eneral A ssem bly.

See §11-61, 111, 26, p . 125.

29. T he cooperative  agreem ent with the S lavic G ospel A ssociation  (p. 76) w as referred to the E leventh 
G eneral A ssem bly. N o action

T O  T H E  A D -H O C  C O M M IT T E E  ON B A PTISM  
10-75, 111
9. That the question  in the R eferences from  W estern C arolinas #1  to N inth G eneral A ssem bly  (p. 50) 
and G race # 2  (p. 50) P resbyteries to the T enth G eneral A ssem bly regarding  baptism  be answ ered  by the 
follow ing response:

a. W estern  C arolinas

0 -  I M ay infant baptism  properly be adm inistered  to covenan t ch ildren  o f  persons w ho are not 
m em bers o f the particu lar congregation  asked? (For personal reasons they have not jo ined  
T rin ity , but hold m em bership  in the C RC  w here they form erly resided .) If so , under w hat 
circum stances?

A. O rdinarily  infant baptism  should be adm inistered  only to  covenant ch ildren  o f persons who 
are m em bers o f the requested congregation . H ow ever, baptism  is not to be unnecessarily  
delayed (B C O  56-1); therefore , it would be p roper for a m inister to baptize the child  o f 
m em bers o f another church w here those m em bers find it im possible o r im practicable to return
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to their hom e church due to an occupational assignm ent (m ilitary , business, e tc .) . In every 
case such baptism  should be adm inistered  only  with the consent o f the hom e church Session , 
with p roper notification  o f the baptism  in order that due sp iritual oversight m ay be given  and 
accurate records kept.

Q . 2. M ay baptism  properly be adm inistered  to individuals m aking profession  o f faith but who
do not intend to becom e m em bers o f the requested congregation? If  so, under w hat c ircum 
stances?

A. B aptism  should not be adm inistered  to those individuals m aking profession  o f  faith but who 
do not intend to becom e m em bers o f the requested congregation .

Q . 3. M ay baptism  properly be adm inistered  to individuals w ho have been 'c h ris ten ed ’ or
baptized  in infancy, w hen it had been apparent that neither parent w as a believer?  Please cite 
support for your advice and recom m endation.

A . No. Baptism  is but once adm inistered  to any person (W C F  28:7). B aptism  with w ater, in the 
nam e o f  the Triune G od , by a duly authorized  person is a valid baptism  ( W C F  28:1,2) even 
w hen at a later date , it appears that neither parent was a believer at the tim e o f the baptism . 
A dm ittedly , under such circum stances the child  shou ld  n o t have been baptized  (W C F  28:4); 
but this is not the sam e as saying that the child  was not baptized. A person w ho w as baptized 
under such c ircum stances and who desires to be baptized  now  because o f his ow n faith , needs 
to be counseled  against being re-baptized and to accept his orig inal baptism  as valid and to 
recognize that though men w ere unfaithful in the circum stances o f  his baptism , G od was 
faithful in his baptism - validating it in the m ost significant m anner possib le- by bringing  the 
person to regeneration  and faith ( W C F  28:6).
G rounds:

The question  o f  re-baptism  has been o f  concern to believers since the tim e o f the early 
C hurch w hen believers fell aw ay from  the faith during persecution  and later re turned to  the 
faith . Q uestions w ere even raised concerning  the valid ity  o f a baptism  perform ed by a 
m inister who later fell aw ay from  the faith. T o  the desire o f indiv iduals seeking  re-bap tism , 
the C hurch  has historically  responded that only one adm inistration  o f  baptism  is appropriate. 
H istorically , the C hurch  has not re-baptized those w ho have fallen aw ay/been excom m uni
cated  and subsequently  have sought re-adm ission to the C hurch . If their form er baptism  was 
not invalidated by their later falling aw ay, necessitating  re-bap tism , then neither can the 
baptism  o f their ch ildren be invalidated. If one o r both parents p rofessed  faith  in Jesus C hrist 
and w ere m em bers in good standing  w ithin the V isible C hurch , then the adm inistra tion  o f 
baptism  to their infant ch ildren  w as perfectly  appropria te , as valid  as the ir ow n baptism . If 
they w ere not professing  believers and w ere not m em bers in good standing w ithin the V isible 
C hurch , then they would have no right to baptism  for them selves o r their ch ild ren . Such a 
baptism  would not be a p roper baptism . If, how ever, they w ere professing  m em bers o f the 
V isible C hurch  at the tim e o f the adm inistration  o f their c h ild ren 's  baptism , then the baptism  
w as valid —  both for them selves and for their ch ildren  —  and subsequent events could  not 
invalidate the baptism  so as to necessitate a new and subsequent baptism  —  for them selves or 
the ir children.

T he only instance o f a second baptism  recorded in Scripture is found in A cts, C hap ter 19, 
but it is c lear from  the context that the discip les referred to in this passage w ere not d iscip les o f  
Jesus C hrist: they w ere not professing C hristians; they had not been baptized  in the nam e o f  
Jesus but in Jo h n ’s baptism . T hese discip les w ere ill-inform ed d iscip les o f  John the B aptist, 
people who did not even know  o f  the Holy Spirit. T hey clearly  d id  not know  the G ospel o f  
C hrist, for the A postle has to explain  it to them . H aving heard now  o f C hrist, they w ere indeed 
baptized , but it w as not a second C hristian  baptism : it w as their first and only C hristian  
baptism . There is a c lear historical d istinction betw een C hristian baptism  and Jo h n 's  baptism , 
despite their parallel purposes. W e therefore  ought not to equate the tw o baptism s and claim  
that A cts 19 g ives us a case o f people undergoing tw o C hristian  baptism s. There are no 
Scriptural exam ples o f people being baptized tw ice in the nam e o f Jesus.

There is another passage w hich has bearing on this issue. In A cts, C hap ter 8 , we read that 
S im on M agus professed faith in C hrist and w as baptized. Subsequen tly , Peter uncovered 
S im o n 's  true spiritual condition  and w arned him: ‘Thy heart is not right in the sight o f  G od. 
R epen t!’ Sim on was apparently  affected  by this w arning and apparently  repen ted , saying to 
Peter: 'P ray  ye to the Lord for m e, that none o f  these things w hich ye have spoken com e upon 
m e .' H ere, then , is an explicit case  o f the baptism  o f a m an later d iscovered  to be unconverted . 
P e ter’s counsel to him  is not: ‘You need to be re -bap tized .’ but rather: ‘You need to repen t!’ 
W hat S im on M agus needed was not another external baptism , but a true internal baptism  —
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(rue regeneration , repen tance, conversion . He had already had the sym bol; now  he needed the 
thing signified . O ur confessional standards reflect this counsel. Baptism  is but once to be 
adm inistered  to any one person (W C F  XXVI11, VII); if  a professing  believer desires to 
im prove his baptism  (as indeed all believers should), the m eans o f im proving it is not re 
baptism . but rather seeking w ith all our heart to live up to the engagem ent to belong w holly to 
the L ord, w hich ou r baptism  signifies (see LC  167).

b. G race Presbytery

Q. I Are the recip ients o f  so-called baptism , by a religious body, w hich c la im ed  the sacra
m ents as a part o f  a process o f ju stification  (as in the case o f  R om an C atho lic , C hurch  o f  
C hrist, o r Lutheran C hurches), p roper recipients o f  C hristian baptism ?

A In view  o f  W C F  28 :7 . the sacram ent o f  baptism  is but once to be adm inistered  to any person;
therefore , the consideration  m ust be the validity  o f the so-called baptism . If the so-called  
baptism  by a religious body is an attestation  to a falsehood, does this render the baptism  
invalid? If the so-called baptism  is in the nam e o f the Father, and o f the Son , and o f  the Holy 
G h o st ' and is a sign and seal o f ingrafting into h im self, o f  rem ission o f sins by his b lood , and 
regeneration  by his S p irit' (LC  165), then it ought to be considered  a valid  baptism  even 
though the sacram ent may have been claim ed to be a part o f  the process o f justifica tion . 
H ow ever, there are tw o other considerations w hich may invalidate the adm inistra tion  o f  the 
sacram ent: if the re ligious body in question  is not truly a part o f the visible C hurch  o f Jesus 
C hrist, any cerem ony that it m ight perform  w ould be invalid , and if  the religous body attaches 
to the sacram ent a superstitious pow er so that the sacram ent is view ed to accom plish  that 
w hich in the Scrip tures it is taught the sacram ent only represents. G reat care should be taken 
to explain  to the applicant for church m em bership  that the doctrine o f  baptism al regeneration  
is a false doctrine A fter consultation  w ith the applicant and at the d iscretion o f  the Session , 
the baptism  m ay be considered  valid.

0  2. A re those w ho w ere presented by unbelieving  parents for so-called infant baptism  proper
recip ients o f  C hristian baptism ?

A An infant o f parents who are not professing believers is not a p roper subject for C hristian
baptism  R ecognizing that there have been such irregular baptism s, the C hurch should  direct 
the a ttention o f  such irregularly  baptized individuals to the faithfulness o f  G od. T he valid ity  
o f the baptism  rests upon the covenant faithfu lness o f  G od ra ther than the lack o f faith  in the 
hum an parties to the baptism . (See answ er and the grounds for answ er to Q uestion  3, 
R ecom m endation  9. a .)

Q . 3. Are those baptized as adults o r o lder ch ildren  (it is understood that these persons w ere
baptized as unbelievers) p roper recipients o f  C hristian  baptism ?

A. No. (See W C F  28 :5 . 28:6 . LC  166 and answ er and grounds for answ er to Q uestion  3,
R ecom m endation  9. a ).

Q . 4. Are those presented by parents for ch risten ing ' p roper recip ients o f  C hristian  baptism ?
A. W hen parents present their child  for ch ris ten in g ', they should be instructed that ‘ch ris ten in g ’

is an inappropriate and unbiblical term  for C hristian baptism . H ow ever, h istorically  ‘ch ris ten 
ing ’ in the nam e o f the triune G od . w ith w ater, by a duly authorized person constitu tes 
C hristian  baptism . (See answ er and grounds for answ er to Q uestion 3, R ecom m endation  9 .) 
R ecom m endation  §9 a s am ended  above, a d  the advice o f  the P erm anent Sub  com m ittee  on 
Jud ic ia l Business were referred  to an A d-H oc S tudy C om m ittee, to be appo in ted  by the  
M oderator, to report back to the next G enera l A ssem bly . The op in ions o f  the S u b c o m m itte e  
an d  o f  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners are not to be binding  during  this p e r io d  o f  study. 
C le rk 's  note 1.fo llo w in g  the A ssem bly , the M oderator appoin ted  the follow ing A d-H oc 
Study C om m ittee:
T E  G eorge W . Knight III. C onvener 
T E  Frank M B arker. Jr.
T E  Paul G . Settle 
T E  Carl W B ogue. Jr.
RE John G . Thom pson

(C le rk 's  note 2.: The content o f this extract includes som e corrections to the text from  the original 
m anuscript that w as not properly printed in the M inutes o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly .)

Referred back to the A d Hoc Committee
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E. JUDICIAL CASES

1 . C ase 1. T E  R eym ond, e t a t. vs. Illiana Presbytery.
2 . C ase 2. RE B arlem an, et a t. vs. A scension Presbytery.
3. C ase 3. (w ithdraw n)
4. C ase 4. T E  Finn vs. D elm arva Presbytery, (w ithdraw n)
5. C ase 5. T E  K night, et a t. vs. St. Louis Presbytery, (w ithdraw n)
6 . C ase 6 . T E  A lexander vs. C entral C arolina.
7. C ase 7. T E  W ilbor, et a t. vs. N orth G eorgia.
8 . C ase 8 . T E  Eubanks, e t a l. vs. C entral C arolina.
9. C ase 9. RE H am ilton , et al. vs. Eastern C arolina.

1 0 . C ase 10. RE L ockw ood, et a l. vs. C entral C arolina.
1 1 . C ase 11. T E  M orrison vs. Philadelphia.
1 2 . C ase 12. T E  Eubanks, et a l. vs. C entral C arolina.
13. C ase 13. T E  C odling , e t al. vs. Eastern Canada
14. C ase 14. RE Sw ain , e t al. vs. Eastern C arolina

(C le rk 's  note: T he textsi o f  the com plain ts are included with the record o f  the adjudication .

F. PERSONAL RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED DURING THE GENERAL  
ASSEMBLY

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  # 3  A & B from  V aughn E . H ath aw ay, Jr.

A . W hereas, the Book o f  C hurch O rder  m akes provision  for the incorporation only o f particu lar churches 
(B C O  25); and
W hereas, the B ylaw s o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica provide that the PCA shall ex ist as a corporation; 
and
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly o f  the PCA  did apply for and receive recognition  from  the Internal R evenue 
Service as a 501(c)(3) tax exem pt corporation; and
W hereas, the Internal R evenue C ode provides that a 501(c)(3) corporation  w hich exists as a ‘central 
o rgan iza tion ’ m ay obtain  a group exem ption  covering  all o f  the ‘subordinates ... affiliated w ith the central 
o rgan iza tion ' (IRS Publication 557, pages 4 , 5; see also  IRS Packages 1023 and 1024); and 
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly , in m aking application for a determ ination  o f exem ption  did not include the 
p resby teries, churches, o r m inisters o f  the PCA that they m ight receive the benefits o f  a g roup exem ption ; and 
W hereas, the absence o f such a group exem ption may jeopardize  the validity  o f  con tribu tions m ade to the 
p resbyteries and churches o f the PCA ; and
W hereas, the absence o f  such a g roup exem ption  has resulted in d ifficu lty , especially  w ith regards to m inisters 
w ho are m em bers o f G race P resbytery , for m inisters who w ere recently  ordained  to obtain  exem ption  from  
self-em ploym ent taxes, i .e . ,  social security  taxes, under the provisions o f section  1402(e) o f  the Internal 
R evenue C ode —  ‘conscientious opposition . ..  to accepting  (fo r services perform ed as a m inister . . . )  public 
insurance ' (Form  4361); and
W hereas, B C O  11-4 recognizes that the courts o f  the PCA ‘are not separate and in d ep en d en t,’ that the courts , 
including the P resbyteries and the G eneral A ssem bly , ‘have a m utual re la tio n ,' and that the G eneral A ssem bly 
is the court w hich has been g iven  the responsibility  to exercise  ju risd ic tion  . . over such m atters as concern  the 
w hole ch u rch ’; and
W hereas, the G eneral A ssem bly is therefore the proper court to secure such a tax exem pt status applicable to 
the w hole church;
T h erefore, be it resolved that the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly direct the C om m ittee on  A dm inistration  to file 
such inform ation  as is necessary  to obtain a g roup exem ption  for the PCA: and

Answ ered in the a ffirm ative. §11-30, III, 32, p . 82.

B . W hereas, in addition to the above affirm ations, the only King and H ead o f  the C hurch is the Lord Jesus 
C hrist (E phesians 1:20-23; C olossians 1:18; W C F  V III, i; X X V , i; X X V , v i,B C O  P reface. I; and BC O  Preface, 
11(8 )); and
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Whereas, the Church of Jesus Christ exists by divine right under the law and ordination of God; and 
Whereas, the PCA is a true branch of the visible Church: and 

61 

Whereas, THE PCA does not exist because of governments of these United States or of any of the individual 
States have given their license: and 
Whereas, the Supreme Coun of these United States has determined that public policy or interest has priority or 
preeminence over ' the rights of private judgment in ... matters that respect religion· (BCO Preface, II( I)) and 
the conscientious belief of a religious body: 
Therefore, be it resolved further that the Eleventh General Assembly direct the COA to study to obtain either 
by the PCA itself or in concen with the churches of NAPARC such legal remedies as will serve to protect the 
PCA from governmental intrusion into the affairs of the church and to assure that the governments of these 
United States and of the several States shall not be able to threaten the existence of the church by withdrawal of 
such tax exemption as our Nation has recognized from its founding to be the divine right of the Church. 

VAUGHN E. HATHAWAY. JR . 
(for Grace Presbytery's Special Tax Committee) 

Answered in the affirmative §11-30, Ill , 33, p . 82. 

PERSONAL RESOLUTION #7: From Ben Konopa, Jr., et al. 

Whereas, it appears that our permanent committees are operating as separate entities similar to 'para-church' 
agencies: 
Whereas, that situation appears to generate harmful conflict among the committees as they strive toward their 
individual committee's respective goals: 
Whereas, the financial condition rooted in this situation has resulted in disaster: i.e . , the need to borrow 
monies to cover expenses in arrears. the inability to pay $3,800.00 to the Stated Clerk for 'out-of-pocket' 
expenses, the unpaid accumulation of $11.500.00 in travel vouchers for various committee meetings. the 
unpaid attorney 's fee amounting to $4 ,000 .00, the initiating of small claim's coun proceedings by a firm in 
Brevard, N.C.. for a $168 .00 past-due account, and other various expenses owed (including a large printing 
bill several months past due): 
Whereas, only 216 congregations of the 805 in the PCA currently suppon the COA: 
Whereas, the coordinators of the Assembly's permanent Committees and agencies are servants of the 
Assembly and are to be committed to the aims and goals of the Assembly. working as a team; 
Therefore, be it resolved, 

I. That the Stated Clerk be directed to strongly encourage all of the churches to meet the askings of all 
of the committees of the General Assembly ( 14-1-4 BCO). 

2. That the COA with the addition of the chairmen of the permanent committees (CE/P, MNA & 
MTW) be directed to prepare and present a plan to the Twelfth General Assembly to more 
effectively unify the four committees and their finances in the suppon of the General Assembly 's 
directives and purposes . 

3. That the Eleventh General Assembly direct its permanent committees and agencies that expenses 
are not to exceed income . In the event that a committee's or agency's income does not meet 
requirements of conducting business, obligations are to be paid in the following order: 
a. Bills due to other organizations and businesses 
b. Salary commitments, and 
c. Other expenditures authorized by the Assembly 

4 . That the coordinators of the permanent committees be urged to meet at least quarterly for prayer. 

TE Ben Konopa. Jr. 
TE William Shell 
TE Ronald Siegenthaler 
RE Chip Milner 
TE Dan Wien 
RE Anhur Fitin 
TE J . Gary Aiken 
RE Charles Lowry 
RE Ray Sanders 
RE Frank Summerville 

TE David K. Winecoff 
RE Patrick J. Vaughn 
TE James A. Meek 
RE Anhur Rogers 
RE Norman E. Fish 
RE Michael Chastain 
RE Paul E. Barker 
TE Ron Lutjens 
RE Kun H. Lutjens 
RE William J . Montgomery 
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T E  M orse U p De G raff 
TE John C . R opp, Jr. 
T E  Leon D. L ovett III 
TE  Steve Schoof

TE  t 
T E  B ruce G arris 
RE H ow ard L. L incoln 
T E  Joseph V. N ovenson 
RE D avid R. Knox 
T E  W illiam  A. Fox

TE  Robert A. M cPherson 
RE Bill S tevenson

Answ ered in the affirmative as amended §11-30, III, 35, pp. 82-83.

PE R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  8: from  T E John H olm es

T hat the fo llow ing be added to the R ules for A ssem bly O pera tions' as 10-4 (6 ):
Em ployees o f  Perm anent C om m ittees o r A gencies are not to en ter into debate concerning the w ork o f  the 
com m ittee  o r agency they serve unless requested to do  so for clarification  o r inform ation by the A ssem bly  on a 
particu lar item  o f  business. Such a request m ust be in the form  o f  a procedural m otion . N o attem pt to influence 
the o utcom e o f a vote shall be a part o f their rem arks. E m ployees w ho are com m issioners m ay partic ipate  freely 
on all o ther issues.
Reasons:

1. T he intent o f  ou r system  o f reporting issues through C om m ittees o f C om m issioners to the floor o f 
the A ssem bly  is to provide a system  o f review  and recom m endation  that is unbiased  by conflic ting  
interest.

2. T his p rocedure  will keep us from  putting m en in the position o f having to  judge  their ow n case or 
w rite  their ow n ticket.

3. This procedure  will keep us from  falling into the patterns o f  som e form er associations w ho have 
developed patterns o f  bureaucratic  dom ination  o f policies and actions o f  their respective A ssem 
blies and Synods.

4. This policy  will help us m aintain an a tm osphere w here em ployees serve the church ra ther than 
dom inate it.

Answ ered in the negative §11-30, III, 38, p . 84.

TO  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S ON BIL L S A N D  O V E R T U R E S

PE R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  4 FR O M  T E  PA U L  M cH EN R Y  O F G U L F  C O A ST  PR E SB Y T E R Y

R E SO L U T IO N  4  passed at G u lf C oast P resbytery . June 7. 1983. Presented at G eneral A ssem bly  as a personal 
resolution.

K N O W  A LL M E N  BY T H E SE  PR E SE N T S, that the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica in seeking to fulfill 
the G reat C om m ission  o f spreading  the G ospel to all peoples, sees the freedom  o f expression  as a vital elem ent 
o f  our society;
W hereas, there is a w idespread  attack against religious freedom s and religious expression , particularly  in the 
public schools o f the U nited States;
W hereas, the Suprem e C ourt o f the United States has ruled that students cannot, o f  their ow n initiative, o ffer 
verbal p rayer in the lunch room ; that C hristian groups cannot have equal access to c lassroom s before o r after 
school; that C hristians cannot read and discuss prayers from  the C ongressional R ecord on school property 
before school; and im posed o ther unconscionable restrictions upon C hristians and C hristian groups; 
W hereas, the ideals o f  hum anism  have becom e predom inant in and are consistently  taught as fact in the public 
schools o f  the United States;
W hereas, the Suprem e C ourt o f the United States has previously declared hum anism  to be a re lig ion , yet has 
applied restrictions only upon the expression  o f  C hristian ideals and values;
W hereas, there is presently  pending a suit w hich arose in M obile, A labam a styled Isham el Jeffree  vs. the 
School B oard, e t.a l.  in w hich an agnostic  parent is seeking to rem ove from  the public schools all m aterial and 
teaching  w hich would encourage o r foster a be lie f in religion;
W hereas, the p la in tiff has sought to rem ove from  the public school system  any m ention o f G o d s  nam e, but has 
not sought to rem ove the teachings o f the ideals and values o f  hum anism  and o ther non-theistic  religions;

T E  Jo h n  H o l m e s  
Jam es R iver Presbytery
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W hereas, at issue is w hether hum anism  and non-theistic  relig ions will have exclusive access to  the m inds o f 
students o r w hether we w ill allow  to leration o f  divergent ideas;
W hereas, Judge B revard H and, C h ie f Judge, Second Federal D istrict C ourt o f  the State o f A labam a, has ruled 
that the U nited S tates Suprem e C ourt has erred  in its in terpretation o f the C onstitu tion  o f  the U nited S tates in the 
area o f  First A m endm ent freedom s.
W hereas, the E leventh C ircu it C ourt o f  A ppeals has o rdered  Judge H and to en te r an o rder en jo in ing  relig ious 
activities in M obile C ounty  Public Schools;
W hereas, this m atter is now  on appeal to  the U nited States Suprem e C ourt;
W hereas, there is a general lack o f  aw areness o f  the status o f law , its in terpretation  and app lication  by the 
U nited S tates Suprem e C ourt, and the ex ten t o f  the restrictions presently  enforced  in the public school system  
against C hristians and C hristian  groups;
A nd w h ereas, the R elig ious Freedom s D efense Fund, w hich is being  incorporated  as a  fund o f  R idgew ood 
Presbyterian  C hurch , P C A , ex ists  for the purpose o f  certa in  legal expenses in this case.
Be it th erefore reso lved , that the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the PCA  shall recom m end p rayer, the d issem ination  o f 
inform ation , and financial encouragem ent fo r this stand against the continuing  encroachm ent and  den ial o f  the 
G od-g iven  rights guaranteed  by the First A m endm ent to the U nited  S tates C onstitu tion .

Adopted as am ended §11-50, II, 5, p .116 F.

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  9: from  TE T hom as F . B arnes and R E  (D ick) T eague

W hereas, this E leventh G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  m eets as a b ranch o f  the 
U niversal C hurch; and
W hereas, the constitu tion  o f the U nited  S tates o f A m erica , in its First A m endm ent, p rohib its the S tate  from  
control over the C hurch; and
W hereas, Public Law  98-21, Section  1 0 2 ,98th  C ongress o f the U nited  States o f  A m erica , cited  as the ‘Social 
Security  A m endm ents o f  1983’ ‘ ...ex ten d s  social security  coverage on  a m andatory  basis to  all em ployees o f 
nonprofit o rgan izations (churches —  para. 501 (c) (3 ) )  as o f  January  1,1984. T his coverage w ill ex tend both  to 
em ployees o f organ izations that have term inated  coverage as w ell as to those w hich have never been  covered . 
T erm ination  notices now  pend ing  w ould  be in v a lid ,' and 
W hereas, the right to tax , in e ffec t, g ives the right to rules; and
W hereas, the W ord o f  G od  and the C onfession  o f Faith (C hapter 23) o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  
call fo r the civil m agistra tes to ‘pro tect the C hurch ' and require that ‘N o law  o f  any com m onw ealth  should 
interfere w ith , o r h inder the due exercise  o f  it;’
N ow , th erefore, be it resolved  that the 11th G eneral A ssem bly:

1. Instruct the S tated  C lerk  to notify  all congregations o f  the seriousness and effec ts  o f  Section  102 o f 
Public Law 98-21 and call for their m em bership  to appeal to their ow n Senators and R epresentatives 
to preserve the right o f  conscience for relig ious convictions in this m atter by repealing  those 
sections o f  the law applying  to m inisters and church  em ployees.

2. Instruct the Stated  C lerk  to notify all N A PA R C  churches and ask their cooperation  in exped iting  
Item  1 (above) in their congregations;

3. Instruct the S tated C lerk to appeal to the President and the C ongress o f  the U nited  S tates o f  A m erica 
for am endm ent o f said law.

M otion to adopt was defeated. The Assembly d id not take fu rther  action. §11-50,11, 
6, p . 117.

PE R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  11: from  TE Frank J . Sm ith

W hereas, the M onday evening  program  was an expensive p roduction  in a tim e o f  financial d ifficu lty  in our 
denom ination; and
W hereas, the p rogram  em ployed  a v isible representation  o f  C hrist in v io lation o f  Scrip ture  and ou r con fes
sional standards (E x. 20: 4-6 ; C F  21:1; LC  109; SC 51); 
and
W hereas, the program  used crosses and o ther such th ings in v io lation o f  advice g iven by the T h ird  G eneral
A ssem bly (M inutes T h ird  G eneral A ssem bly , A ppendix on church  architecture); and
W hereas, the H eidelburg  C atech ism  w arns about trying to  instruct people th rough dum b im ages ra ther than by
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the sound preach ing  o f  the W ord;
N ow  th erefore be it reso lved , that the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  does hereby convey  these concerns to the 
A ssem bly ’s com m ittees and agencies and instruct them  to exercise  greater caution  w ith regard  to these m atters 
in the future.

A nsw ered by action §11-50, 11, 7, p . 117.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  1: F rom  T E O . Palm er R obertson  o f  D elm arva P resbytery

W h ereas, the pursuit o f  truth w ith integrity  is essential to the propagation and defense o f  the gospel; and 
W hereas, this pursuit o f  truth m ust be carried  on w ith C hristian  love and sensitiv ity  but w ithout respect o f 
persons o r institutions; and
W h ereas, the attached history  o f  the ‘current justifica tion  con troversy ’ am ong refo rm ed  and presbyterian  
churches in A m erica  has been subm itted to the theological journal o f  C ovenant T heo log ical Sem inary  by a 
faculty  m em ber o f  the Sem inary; and
W hereas, the editorial com m ittee o f  this jou rna l (P resby terion ) has com m ended  this article as a fair 
representation  o f  the issues currently  before the church so far as it can determ ine .n o tin g  that the m aterial ‘ m u s t' 
be pub lished , and even offering  to assist financially  in its publication; and
W hereas, this com m ittee , and then by a vote o f five to four w ith tw o absten tions, the faculty  o f C ovenant 
Sem inary  voted not to publish this article in its jou rna l, g iv ing  as its reason that it m ight be o ffensive to another 
respected  sem inary o f  the reform ed and presbyterian  fam ily in A m erica; and
W hereas, the au thor o f  this article has expressed  his openness to editorial suggestions, and his w illingness to 
have o th e r v iew points on this issue prin ted  in subsequent ed itions o f  P resbyterion  so long as they are factually  
true and prom ote the doctrinal positions o f  the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica; and 
W hereas, due to  th is c h u rch 's  relation  to C ovenan t T heological S em inary , P resbyterion  in som e senses serves 
as the organ fo r ongoing theological discussion  w ithin the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , and not m erely  the 
organ o f  C ovenan t Theological Sem inary; and
W hereas, the policies and decisions related to C ovenant T heological Sem inary are subject to  the review  and 
contro l o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica;
T h erefore , the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  is respectfu lly  requested to  determ ine w hether o r not the pages 
o f P resbyterion  should be open to this article on the curren t justifica tion  controversy .

R espectfully  subm itted,
O. Pa l m e r  Ro b e r t s o n

Answ ered in the negative §11-24, III, 11, p . 76.

T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  5: from  TE  W illiam  S . H enderson

W hereas, the A ssociate R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch w as begun in 1733, and
W hereas, the ‘S eceder’ M ovem ent was form ed out o f  a concern  for the truth and purity  o f  the G ospel o f  Jesus 
C hrist, and
W hereas, one branch o f  the ‘S eceders’ is today part o f  the A R P, and
W hereas, the last d istinctive ‘S eceder’ branch is in this coun try , the A ssociate R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch 
o f  N orth A m erica  m erged w ith the R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch o f  N orth A m erica  on June 7 , 1969, 
T h erefore, be it resolved  that the 11th G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica , m eeting  in 
N orfo lk , V irg in ia, does hereby instruct the PCA Fraternal D elegates to the Synod o f  the A ssociate R eform ed 
Presbyterian  C hurch and the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch o f  N orth A m erica to convey  to these bodies the 
fo llow ing greetings;

‘Fathers and B rethren , we o f the PCA rejoice w ith you in the 250th celebration  o f  the founding o f  the 
A ssociate R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch . W e are m oved by the love fo r the S aviour and w arm  
evangelistic  fervor and zeal m anifest in the m ovem ent. W e are grateful to G od  for the h istoric w itness 
w hich w as raised  in Scotland and A m erica by the ‘S eceders’ , and are inspired by their g racious exam ple. 
W e pray that we all will continue to learn from  unique testim ony , as w ell as from  their w illingness to jo in  
w ith o thers o f  like precious faith as an expression  o f the v isible unity  o f  the body o f  C hrist. In accord  with 
the A R P heritage m ay we together seek to be faithful to K ing Jesus the H ead o f  the C h u rc h .’

Adopted §11-95, p . 166.
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T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S ON JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS  

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  10: from  TE R obert W ilcox

W hen a Teaching  E lder becom es infirm  o r reaches the age o f  70 , he m ay honorably retire. He is no longer 
required to perform  the regular duties o f his office  but m ay continue to perform  certain  o f these duties on a 
voluntary basis as requested  by a session o r a h igher court. He may attend session presbytery and G eneral 
A ssem bly m eetings and m ay participate fully in the discussion  o f  any issue —  BU T M AY N O T V O TE.

Answered in the negative $11-36, III, 63, p . 102.

TO  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U T IO N  2: from  TE D avid D ively , Stated C lerk  o f  E astern C arolina Presbytery

W hereas, the current boundary lines betw een Eastern and C entral C arolina  P resbyteries are som ew hat 
irregular; and
W hereas, the present traveling tim e betw een the w estern and eastern churches o f  Eastern C arolina  Presbytery 
is up to six hours; and
W hereas, the N orthside and W estm inster Presbyterian C hurches desire to be involved in the church  p lanting 
grow th in C entral C arolina Presbytery; and
W hereas, the Sessions o f  N orthside and W estm inster both unanim ously passed resolu tions to overture  
Presbytery to perm it a change in the boundary lines; and
W hereas, the congregations o f  N orthside and W estm inster are both unanim ously in support o f  such a change; 
and
W hereas, the Presbytery o f Eastern C arolina unanim ously voted to  perm it such a change; and 
W hereas, the Presbytery o f C entral C arolina has voted to receive the coun ties, churches and m inisters 
involved in such a change;
T herefore, I request that the Eleventh G eneral assem bly o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica change the 
boundary line betw een Eastern and C entral C arolina  Presbytery so that the counties o f R ockingham . G uilfo rd . 
R andolph. C asew ell and A lam ance be included in the C entral C aro lina  Presbytery along w ith the PCA 
churches and m inisters therein . This change is to becom e effective  im m ediately follow ing the Eleventh 
G eneral A ssem bly.

R espectfully  subm itted.
D a v id  D iv k l y

(C le rk 's  Note: D ocum entation on file in Stated C le rk 's  o ffice .)

Answered in the affirmative $11-61. Ill, 24, p . 125.

P E R SO N A L  R E SO L U TIO N  12: from  TE Frederick Fow ler

W hereas, there are som e ordained  m inisters o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica who are having d ifficu lty  
in searching out fields for the carry ing  out o f their calls; and
W hereas, som e men pastoring congregations are becom ing d iscouraged in the attem pt to change pulpits after 
feeling that their usefulness in their present fields is com pleted; and
W hereas, som e ordained men and som e who have just com pleted  their form al theological education  are 
finding it necessary to d ivert their a ttention to finding em ploym ent out o f  the bounds o f  P resby tery ';
Be it resolved  that the G eneral A ssem bly direct the M ission to N orth A m erica  to survey the ordained  m inisters 
o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica to discern the causes o f  ineffectiveness w ithin the m inistry  o f the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica; and
That it suggest som e better m ethods o f changing pulpits w ithin the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica; and 
That it receive and assess suggestions from  m inisters and churches w here areas o f  serv ice m ay be feasible; and 
That the M ission to N orth A m erica lead in developing  m any new fields for serv ice lo r those w ho have en tered , 
o r are en tering , into the L o rd 's  full-tim e m inistry .

Referred to the Associate Stated Clerk $11-61, III, 27, p. 125.
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T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O F  C O M M ISS IO N E R S O N  PCA F O U N D A T IO N  

R E SO L U T IO N  6: From  RE John N . A lbritton o f  Evangel Presbytery

W hereas, Ihe PCA  Foundation is an im portant and integral part o f the d enom ination ’s overall fund-raising  
efforts; and
W hereas, the PCA Foundation needs Board m em bers w ho have expertise in areas o f fund m anagem ent, 
investm ents, w ills and trusts;
Now  th erefore, be it resolved that the PCA Foundation m ay suggest nom inations to the presbyteries for filling 
vacancies on its Board each year.

Answered in the negative §11-48, 14, p . 114.

AMENDMENTS TO THE BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER ENACTED

The Stated Clerk presented the following report on proposed am endm ents to the Book o f  
Church Order:

The Assembly voted to enact the following am endments to the Book o f  Church Order 
which had been approved by the Tenth General Assembly and by a sufficient number o f 
the presbyteries.
Item 1: Amend 10-3 by replacing the present second sentence with the following:

T h e  M oderator of the Presbytery may be elected at each stated meeting o f the 
court, or for a period of time up to one year. The M oderator of the General 
Assembly shall be chosen at each stated m eeting.'

Presbytery votes were as follows: Affirmative 30 Negative 2 Not reporting 4 
Item 2: Amend 23-1 to read as follows: ‘When any minister shall tender the resignation 

of his pastoral charge to his presbytery, the presbytery shall cite the church to 
appear by its com m issioners, to show cause why the presbytery should or 
should not accept the resignation. If the church fails to appear, or if its reasons 
for retaining its pastor be deemed insufficient, his resignation shall be accepted 
and pastoral relation dissolved.
"If any church desires to be relieved of its pastor, a sim ilar procedure shall be 
observed. But whether the minister or the church inititates proceedings for a 
dissolution of the relation, there shall always be a meeting of the congregation 
called and conducted in the same manner as the call o f the pastor. In any case, 
the minister must not physically leave the field until the presbytery or its 
com mission em powered to handle uncontested requests for dissolution has 
dissolved the rela tion .’

Presbytery votes were as follows: Affirmative 29 Negative 3 Not reporting 4 
Item 3: Amend 8-4 by the addition of the following after ‘Teaching Elders':

',  in such works as may be needful to the Church. When a Teaching Elder is 
called to such needful work, it shall be incumbent upon him to make full proof 
of his ministry by disseminating the Gospel for the edification o f the Church. 
He shall make a report to the Presbytery at least once each y ear.’
Amend 13-2 by the addition o f the following at the end o f the present paragraph: 
‘W hen a minister shall continue on the rolls o f his Presbytery without a call to a 
particular work for a prolonged period, not exceeding three years, the pro
cedure as set forth in BCO  34-10 shall be follow ed.'

Presbytery votes were as follows: Affirmative 25 Negative 7 Not reporting 4 
(C lerk 's Note: Item 4 failed passage. See 11-36, III, 15, p. 98 for further action on this 
item.)
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11-10 Adoption of Docket
The docket for the meeting was adopted as presented in the H andbook, with am end

ments as reflected in these M inutes.

11-11 Personal Resolutions
On motion personal resolutions were received from TE O. Palmer Robertson (1) and 

TE David R. Dively (2) and referred respectively to the Com m ittees o f Com m issioners 
on Covenant Seminary and on Mission to North America.

11-12 Welcome of Host Churches
TE Don K. Clem ents, chairman o f the local arrangem ents com m ittee, presented a 

welcome to the Assembly on behalf o f the host churches of the James River Presbytery. 
He noted that this Assembly was setting a new record for the Omni Hotel in size of 
convention handled (1.200). and that the meeting rooms for the A ssem bly’s sessions and 
com mittee meetings had been provided free in consideration of the rooms being used by 
those attending.

11-13 New Churches Recognized
The Stated Clerk read the list o f churches which had been received since the last 

General Assembly. Com m issioners from those churches stood and were recognized by 
the Assembly.

Presbytery N am e C ity D ate R ec. Source

A scension Berean Ellw ood C ity . PA 10-31-82 O rganized
N ew Hope M onroeville . PA 1-0-83 U naffiliated
Pine Street H am m ond. IN 7-22-82
Presbyterian Pitcairn. PA 4-21-83 U naffiliated
Pioneer Ligonier, PA 1 1-7-82 U PC U SA

C alvary A iniw ell R idgew ay. SC 9-30-82 PCUS
C ovenant M yrtle B each. SC 8-29-82 O rganized
Edgefield 6-4-83
Hilton Head 10-8-82 O rganized
Longtown R idgew ay. S .C . 6-4-83
M ullins 6-4-83
New C ovenant A iken. S .C . 5-29-83 O rganized
Reedy C reek M intum . SC 10-17-82
Rose Hill C olum bia. S .C . 6-4-83
Sm yrna N ew berry. S .C . 4-28-83
St. M atthew s 6-4-83
Surfside Beach 8-1-82 O rganized
W estm inster C lin ton . SC 1 1-14-82 O rganized

C enlral C arolina New C ovenant H ickory . SC 9-28-82 O rganized
C entral G eorgia Sandersville S andersville . GA 9-12-82 PCUS
C ovenant C ovenant C leveland . MS 11-9-82 PCUS

Eaith A berdeen. MS 11-9-82 PCUS
First C larksdale . MS 3-9-82 PCUS
First D yersburg . TN 2-8-83 PCU S
G race wood M em phis. TN 2-8-83 PCUS
R eform ed Pontotoc. MS 3-20-83 O rganized

D elm arva Faith C hristian B altim ore. M D 1-16-83 O rganized
Evangel Faith M ontgom ery . AL 6-27-82 O rganized

First Enterprise. AL 12-12-82 PCUS
G race C olum bia C olum bia. MS PCUS

First G ulfport. MS PCUS
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G reat Lakes Jersey R eform ed Pataskala, OH 12-19-82 O rganized
G ulf C oast Ridgewood M obile. AL 10-3-82 O rganized

Safe H arbor D estin . FL 11-21-82 O rganized
K orean Language First Korean C arro llton , TX 2-7-83 O rganized

First Korean Springfield , M O 2-7-83 O rganized
Korean San Jose. CA 2-9-83 O rganized
Korean Bethany San Jose, CA 2-9-83 O rganized
W estm inster A naheim , CA 2-9-83 O rganized

L ouisiana C ovenant L afayette , LA 10-10-82 O rganized
N ortheast C hrist N ashua. NH 11-82 O rganized

C ovenant B ayside. NY 3-20-83 O rganized
N orth G eorgia First Sum m erville , GA 4-24-83 O rganized

N ew Life W inder. GA 7-25-82 O rganized
N orth C obb M arietta, GA 5-22-83 O rganized

Pacific N orthw est C ovenant o f G race C algary , A lberta 3-25-83 Independent
S iouxlands K orean First V adnais H h ts ., MN 12-4-82 Independent

C olfax C enter H olland. IA 3-20-83 Independent
Hinckley 4-19-83 Independent

St. Louis A scension K ansas C ity , M O 12-12-82 O rganized
C hrist T opeka, KS 12-5-82 O rganized
M em orial St. Louis, M O 11-7-82 U PC U SA
Providence R ef M anchester, M O 2-20-83 O rganized
W estm inster B oonville , M O 11-3-82 Independent

W estm inster D rapers Valley D raper. VA 5-1-83 PCUS
V alley Pike B ristol. TN 2-4-83 PCUS

On motion the Com mittees of Com missioners on Stewardship, PCA Foundation, and 
Mission to North America were excused to meet.

11-14 Committee on Thanks
M oderator Austin appointed the following as the Com mittee of Thanks: TE John C. 

Neville, J r . , chairm an, TE Robert F. Auffarth, RE Robert Carnes, and RE Robert Liken.

11-15 Orientation of Commissioners
Stated Clerk Smith and Assistant Parliamentarian W illiamson conducted a brief 

orientation session on operations and procedures for the benefit o f com missioners new to 
the Assembly this year.

11-16 Personal Resolutions
Two personal resolutions (3A & 3B) were introduced by TE Vaughan E. Hathaway, 

Jr. On motion they were received and referred to the Com mittee of Com missioners on 
Administration.

11-17 Covenant Seminary Presentation
TE W illiam S. Barker was on motion granted fifteen minutes to present the work of 

the Seminary.

11-18 Amendment of Docket
On motion the docket was amended to permit a brief business session immediately 

following the program presentation at 7:30 p.m . M onday in order to elect the judicial 
com missions to adjudicate cases proposed to come before the Assembly.
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11-19 Recess
The order o f the day having arrived, the Assembly recessed for dinner and was led in 

closing prayer by RE George Long.

MINUTES— MONDAY EVENING
June 13, 1983

Second Session

11-20 Assembly Reconvened
The Assembly was reconvened at 8:30 p .m ., immediately following a special pro

gram , T ogether— To Glorify G o d ', presented by the Com m ittee on Administration in 
cooperation with all the com m ittees and agencies of the Presbyterian Church in A m er
ica. RE Thom as M cCallie led in the opening prayer.

11-21 Partial Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business
RE Tom M cCallie, chairman o f the Com mittee of Com missioners on Judicial Busi

ness, presented a partial report o f the Com mittee. Recom mendations 18 through 37 were 
adopted as follows.

18. That Case 1, a com plaint o f TE Robert L. Reymond, et a l.,  against Illiana 
Presbytery, be found in order and that a judicial com mission be elected to 
adjudicate the case.

Teaching Elders

Roland B am es. C G A .C onvener 
C harles W inkler. A scension 
John K inser. M S Valley 
Bob W ilcox. C ent. C arolina 
C harles D eB ardeleben. N GA 
Brent B radley. W estm inster 
D avid K iew iet. Jam es R iver 
Don Post. New R iver

A lie m a les

R uling  Elders

D ennis Lytle. New Jersey 
Jam es B om m an, G race 
Jim  H oltrop . G reat Lakes 
Ellw ood W oods. N .Illinois 
John Shetterly , D elm arva 
Buford Price, C ent. C arolina 
H. Lavergne B row n. C ent. FL

D ennis F ide . S iouxlands Rod W ebb. G u lf C oast
Bill G reenw alt. New Jersey  Lew is Scogin . Evangel
Jam es Edw ards. E .C arolina

Adopted

19. That Case 2, a com plaint o f RE Val H. Barleman, Jr., et a l.. against the 
Presbytery of the Ascension, be found in order and that a judicial com m is
sion be elected to adjudicate the case.

Teaching E lders R uling E lders

T im othy R ott. Pacific Bob B laylock. LA
G eorge L ong. TN V a l..C onvener Ed N alley, MS Valley
W ilson B enton. C ovenant C. W . B row ning. G u lf C oast
D avid N elson. T exas Al V estal. G race
Tom  R ayside. NGA Robert M iller, New R iver



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Jack B ollinger. C ent. C arolina Louie C am pbell. C alvary
Bill R ose. W arrior 
Tom  W aldecker. Illiana

A lterna tes

Jam es W olbm an. E .C aro lina  Stuart F inlayson. NE
D avid D upee. Siouxlands C lyde Pow ell. W estm inster
T ed Pow ers. Jam es R iver

Adopted

20. Case 4 was withdrawn.

21. Case 5 was withdrawn.

22. That Case 7, a complaint o f TE Stark P. W ilbor, et.a l., against North 
Georgia Presbytery, be found in order and that a judicial com m ission be 
elected to adjudicate the case. Adopted

Teaching Elders

A rthur B roadw ick. A sc .C o n v . 
Ken C am p. Covenant 
Ken H ines. Pacific 
Steve Jakes. Grace 
S teve W ilk ins. MS Valley 
G ene T hom pson. Cent. C arolina 
Andrew B osw ell. S. F lorida 
D ouglas T illey . N .Illinois

R uling Elders

Joe R eynolds. W estm inster 
M anfred G aribo tto . Phila. 
C huck Sim pson. C ent. G eorgia 
Dick T eague. Evangel 
D avid K nox. Louisiana 
W illiam  Sm oot. D elm arva 
Dick R atusick . New R iver

A lternates
Jam es Saxon. C en t.F L  Joe Parron. Jam es R iver
Bill Fox. G u lf C oast W esley Eberhart. S iouxlands
Bob H ayes. O klahom a

23. That Case 9. a complaint o f Hamilton, e t.a l., against Eastern Carolina 
Presbytery, be found irregular, but o f sufficient importance to be heard by 
the General Assembly, and that a judicial com mission be elected to 
adjudicate the case. Adopted

Teaching E lders

Al L aV alley. N ortheast 
T om  H olliday. W estm inster 
Larry R olf. New Jersey 
Robert Fergusson. Pacific 
Robert Peterson . A scension 
T im othy D ye. G race 
M ike H ow ell. MS Valley 
Robert R avbum . J r ..  Pacific NW

R uling E lders

G ene Fullerton. Illiana.
C onv.
G eorge M oss. Evangel 
Roy Jackson . TN Valley 
Don C om er. C ent. G eorgia 
Dan M acK enzie. Philadelphia 
B ingy M oore. D elm arva 
Earl C alv in . S. Florida
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Alternates
C huck H olliday . N. Illinois D aniel Ice, Jam es R iver
John T ucker. C ovenant Ken B row n. C ent. F lorida
Randy S teele. Southw est

Adopted

24. Case 11 was withdrawn.

25. That Case 13, a com plaint o f TE Donald Codling, et.a l., against Eastern 
Canada Presbytery, be found in order and that a judicial com m ission be 
appointed to adjudicate the case.

Teaching Elders

M idge C ooley , A sc ., C onvener 
Bob Petterson . O klahom a 
D onald R em illard, G t. Lakes 
C harles C obb . T exas 
Jam es K ennedy. S. Florida 
Joseph K im . Korean 
Shelton S anford . G race 
Tom  R oberts. Lvangel

Henry Johnson . W estm inster 
Fred M cF arland. New R iver 
John W arren . W .C arolinas

R uling  E lders

Jerry  T ucker. MS Valley
Julian G ibson, G u lf Coast
Ralph H um es. N ortheast
S tew art F leem an. Pacific
Sam  C hester. TN V alley
Frank Sum m erville , C ent. C arolina
Paul G oldsborough, Phila.

Alternates

G eorge N ottingham . C ent. GA  
W endell S trasser, S iouxlands

Adopted

26. That Case 14, a com plaint o f RE Truman Swain, et.a l., against Eastern 
Carolina Presbytery, be found in order and that a judicial com m ission be 
appointed to adjudicate the case.

Teaching E lders R iding E lders

Leo K arlberg . Ph ila .. C onven 
W alt S hepard . G race 
D oug Brew er. St. Louis 
Joe H arrell. Evangel 
Jam es U rish . Southw est 
K enneth O rr. Pacific 
M ichael Schneider. M S Valley

Laurie V idal. TN  Valley

Paul L ipe. Louisiana 
Phil D ouglas. D elm arva 
Don M ountan. N orth G eorgia

C raig  R enw ick, C en t.C aro lina  
T urner M urphy. C ent. G eorgia 
Jeff B rotherton, A scension 
A ndrew  Belz, S iouxlands 
John Paist, Pacific N orthw est 
Henry T errell. W estm inster 
Robert R ansom . Jam es R iver

Alternates

Bill C olley , C ovenant 
Dan Long. New Jersey

Adopted

27. That the interim advice to Reference 1 from Central Carolina Presbytery, 
(p. 49) dated January 26, 1983, be ratified:
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General Observations:
1. The situation in Central Carolina Presbytery regarding matters at 

New Life Presbyterian Church is extremely confusing.
2. The record of the case, as submitted (on January 26, 1983), is 

incomplete.
3. Serious errors seem to have been com mitted by all parties con

cerned.
4. The Session of New Life Presbyterian Church appears to have 

violated the intent of the BCO  in suspending and removing 
members from the roll.

Advice (binding on parties in conflict until the Eleventh General
Assembly):
1. That Central Carolina Presbytery suspend the Session of the New 

Life Presbyterian Church; assume original jurisdiction o f the 
New Life Presbyterian Church as soon as possible and until the 
Eleventh General Assembly with a view to maintaining the spir
itual, physical, and fiscal integrity o f the New Life Presbyterian 
Church; and enjoin all members o f the New Life Presbyterian 
Church to fulfill their membership vows of faithful attendance 
and financial support.

2. That the Session and congregation of New Life Presbyterian 
Church take no action until directed by Central Carolina Presby
tery or a commission of that Presbytery as o f February 12, 1983.

(C lerk 's Note: Part II o f this advice was deleted by action of the
General Assembly. See §11-39, p. 103. The text is preserved as a
record of the advice given between Assemblies which was binding
until this meeting of the Assembly.)

Recommendation to the Eleventh General Assembly:
1. That a judicial com mission be appointed to adjudicate all related 

m atters, including Reference 1, Case 6, and Case 10, and make 
final disposition of all related questions; and That Case 6, a 
complaint o f TE David Alexander; Case 8, a com plaint o f TE 
Jack Eubanks, et.al.: and Case 10, a com plaint o f David Lock
wood, e t.a l .; and Case 12, a com plaint o f TE Jack Eubanks, 
et.al.', against Central Carolina Presbytery be found in order and 
be referred to the judicial com mission elected to adjudicate Refer
ence 6 and related questions.

Note: Case 6 and Case 10 have technical problems of form: TE 
A lexander’s status as a com plainant is uncertain and the com 
plaint may have been premature in that it was filed against the 
action of a commission that had not yet been reported to Presby
tery (see BCO, 15-1); and Case 10 was undated.

However, in view o f the com plexity o f the matter (the record of 
the case filed with Reference 1 has about two hundred pages of 
docum ents), the eliminating of any materials for technical rea
sons would render the record incomplete and might possibly be 
prejudicial.
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Teaching E lders R uling E lders

G ary A itken. Calvary 
Jim  Sim oneau , Calvary

Bill B ell, T ennessee Valley 
M ike H all. New R iver 
Jam es A. Jones, W estm inster 
Stan B ean. W estern C arolinas 
G ene C raven. C alvary 
Jam es E dw ards.E astern  C arolina

Rufus K elly , D elm arva. 
C onvener
Seixas M ilner. N orth G eorgia 
R oscoe R iggins. C alvary 
John B arnes. C alvary 
G len M cC lung. W estm inster 
Ray Scott. New R iver 
Jam es B us. Eastern C arolina

A lternates

Steve Schoof. Jam es R iver 
B oyce Spooner, W .C arolinas 
Randy Pope. N orth G eorgia

G ary Lehn. Calvary
Andy W atk ins. N orth G eorgia

Adopted

That the following temporary guidelines be used by the judicial com m is
sions of the Eleventh General Assembly with a view to further im prove
ment and developm ent as a ‘Manual for Judicial Com m issions' to be 
incorporated in the Rules for Assembly Operations.

T E M PO R A R Y  G U ID E L IN E S FOR JU D IC IA L  C O M M ISSIO N S

1. The G eneral A ssem bly finds the appeal/com plain t in order and appoints a com m ission  
to adjudicate the m atter.

2. The convener calls the com m ission  to m eet at a tim e and place specified , citing  both 
parties to  be present.

3. The convener calls the com m ission  to o rder, constitu ting  the com m ission  w ith p rayer 
o ffered  by a m em ber o f  the com m ission .

4. The com m ission  shall organize itse lf by:
a. the election  o f  a chairm an
b. the election  o f a clerk
c. the enrollm ent o f  the com m ission  and the certification o f a quorum .
d. the announcem ent by the chairm an that the court ( i.e . . the

com m ission) is about to  pass to the consideration o f the case , en jo in ing  the m em bers 
to recollect and regard their high character as judges o f the court o f Jesus C hrist and 
the solem n duty in w hich they are about to engage. See B C 0 3 2 -I2 .

5. The entire record o f the case  shall be read , except those parts om itted  by the consent o f
both parties.

6 . If the court finds the record to be incorrect or defective, it may rem it the m atter to the
low er court for the purpose o f am ending the record.

7. The appellan t/com plainant shall present his opening argum ent.
8 . The appellan t/respondent shall present his opening argum ent.
9. The com m ission  m em bers shall pose such inquiries as may be desired  to c larify  the case.

10. The appellant/respondent shall give his closing  argum ent.
11. The appellan t/com plainant shall give his closing  argum ent.
12. The com m ission  m ay go into executive session.
13. O pportunity  shall be given each  m em ber o f the com m ission  to express his opinion.
14. The vote shall then be taken, w ithout further debate, on each specification , in this form: 

'S hall this specification  o f e rro r be susta ined? '
15. If no specification o f e rro r is sustained by m ajority vote, the com m ission  shall, upon

m otion, vote to confirm  the decision  o f  the low er court.
16. If any o r all o f the specifications are sustained by m ajority  vote, the com m ission  shall

proceed to vote to:
a. reverse the judgm ent/decision  o f the low er court in part o r in w hole.
b. send the case back for a new  trial.
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17. If (he court thinks it w ise, it may adopt a m inute explanatory  o f its action w hich shall 
becom e a part o f  its record o f  the case.

18. Any m em ber o r m em bers dissenting  from  the m ajority  are entitled  to subm it a d issent.
19. T he com m ission  shall prepare a full report o f its proceedings w hich shall be read and 

approved by the com m ission.
20. The com m ission shall adjourn with prayer.
21. The com m ission  shall divide its report to the A ssem bly , as follows:

a. There shall be a report on the case in the follow ing o r sim ilar form at:
I. S tatem ent o f the Facts
II S tatem ent o f the Issue!si
III Ju dgm en t o f the C ase — as to the sp ec ifica tio n s  co m p la in ed  again st or 

appealed.
IV. A ppendix: An Explanatory O pinion (if desired) and /or A m ends. T his report 

shall be presented with the m otion that it be regarded and treated as the action 
and judgm ent o f the court. W hen the report is adopted by the A ssem bly , it 
shall be printed in the body o f  the M inutes o f  that A ssem bly.

b. There shall be a full report o f  the m inutes and p roceedings o f the com m ission , w hich 
when received by the A ssem bly , shall be prin ted  in the A ppendix o f the M inutes o f 
that A ssem bly.

Adopted

11-22 Recess
The evening 's business being concluded, the Assembly on motion voted to recess and 

was led in the closing prayer by TE Luder G. W hitlock, Jr. at 9:00 p.m .

MINUTES— TUESDAY MORNING
June 14,1983

Third Session 

11-23 Assembly Reconvened
The Assembly was reconvened at 8:00 a.m . with the singing of two verses o f ‘When 

M orning Gilds the Skies' and prayer by TE Fred E. M anning. Jr. Intercession was also 
made for TE W illiam R. Voorhis, com m issioner admitted to the hospital Monday 
evening.

11-24 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant Seminary
TE W illiam Spink, Jr., chairm an, led in prayer and presented the report o f the 

Com m ittee |see Appendix E. p. 265]. Recom mendations were voted as follows.
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. Minutes of the Board of Trustees o f Covenant Theological Seminary: 
May 14-15. 1982; June 12, 1982; September 24-25, 1982; Decem ber 3, 
1982; January 28-29, 1983; March 4, 1983.

B. Report o f Covenant Seminary to the Eleventh General Assembly.
C. Motion from the Strategic Planning Com m ittee, presented to the Full 

Board meeting. May 13-14, 1983.
D. Verbal report of the President o f Covenant Seminary, and the Chairm an of 

the Board.
E. Personal Resolution 1.

II. M ajor Issues Discussed:
A. General A ssem bly’s internship program as it relates to Covenant Sem i

nary.
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B. Submission of the budget o f Covenant Seminary.
C. Proposed plan for General Assembly reorganization as it relates to C ove

nant Theological Seminary.
Recommendations:
1. That in view of the denom ination’s aim to reach one million members by

the year 2(XK). and to continue our missionary em phasis, a systematic 
analysis be undertaken by the Com mittee on Adm inistration to assess how 
many new pastors and m issionaries can be projected to be needed per year 
to replace retiring m inisters and to provide church planters, pastors, 
missionaries, chaplains, and other ordained ministers during the com ing 
ten years, and to ascertain how many candidates for the PCA ministry are 
currently being generated from the presbyteries, in seminaries and col
leges, or from other denom inational backgrounds; and that the results of 
the study be reported back not later than the 1985 General A ssem bly, with a 
progress report made to the 1984 General Assembly. Adopted

2. That the General Assembly and the Presbyteries review the internship
program , reporting through the Com mittee on Christian Education, specif
ically considering the three year concurrent model in light o f the candi
date’s need for financial support while serving in churches to fulfill 
ordination requirem ents, of the fact that many opportunities for internships 
and pastoral calls tend to come from presbyteries other than the one of a 
candidate’s care, and of the tendency for certain presbyteries to have a 
disproportionate number o f candidates under their care, and that Covenant 
Theological Seminary be included in the continuing deliberation on the 
internship program. A dopted

3. That the churches be asked to support theological education with faithful 
prayer and regular giving and to seek to support Covenant Seminary at the 
level o f the askings requested by the Stewardship Com m ittee. A dopted

4. That in answer to recommendation 4 (p. 189) o f the Covenant Seminary
report, the General Assembly concur with attachment K o f the report o f the 
Permanent Sub-committee on Stewardship, p. II C and p. V, and the 
Permanent Sub-committee on Judicial Business, recom m endations 53 and 
54 (p. 101). Adopted

5. That Covenant Seminary continue to be accountable directly to the General
Assembly through a Com m ittee o f Com missioners on Covenant Sem i
nary. A dopted

6. That the relationship of Covenant Seminary to the Permanent Com m ittee
on Christian Education and Publications be that o f liason and an exchange 
of information on matters o f mutual concern. Adopted

7. That when the report o f the Sub-committee on Stewardship is considered, 
the wording of page , B .2b & c be changed to read as follows:
B. 2b 'The C hief Executive Officer o f the Agency may attend the 

Permanent Com m ittee to which the Agency is related. Travel 
expenses shall be paid by the A gency.’

B. 2c ’The Coordinator o f the related Permanent Com m ittee may attend
the Board of the Agency. Travel expenses shall be paid by the 
Permanent Com m ittee. ’ Postponed. For the fined form , see

§11-43, p . 107, A ttachm ent K, II. B .2 .C .



76 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

8. That the proposed budget o f Covenant Seminary be adopted. Adopted
9. That the minutes of the Board of Trustees o f Covenant Seminary be

approved with notations and exceptions:
9/24/82, p. 460, last paragraph— Does not indicate any means of 
securing signatures of absent members.
Further, it is not clear whether the signatures are to be those o f  the 
Board or o f the Faculty.
3/4/82— The name o f the person closing the meeting with prayer was 
omitted. A dopted

10. That Covenant Seminary give a 15 minute presentation on the m inistry of 
the Seminary. Adopted

11. That Personal Resolution 1 from TE Palm er Robertson (p. 64) be answered
in the negative. (Handled in 1-79, p. 133) A dopted

12. That the report o f the Com mittee o f Com m issioners on Covenant Seminary 
be approved as a w hole. A dopted

Respectfully submitted,
W i l l i a m  S p i n k , C h a i r m a n  

B r e n t  B r a d l e y , S e c r e t a r y

Roll o f Com mittee of Com missioners present:

Central Florida RE
Covenant TE
Delmarva RE
Grace TE
G ulf Coast RE
James River TE
Louisiana RE
New River TE
Northeast TE
Northern Illinois TE
North Georgia TE
Siouxlands TE
Southwest TE
St. Louis RE
W arrior TE
W estern Carolinas TE
W estm inster TE

11-25 Nominating Committee
RE W illiam I. Buiten, chairm an, presented a partial report o f the Assembly N om inat

ing Com m ittee, amending Appendix K. p. 265 by adding, deleting, and substituting 
names of several com mittee members and nominees. (§11-55, p. 118)

11-26 Personal Resolution
TE Paul T. M cHenry III presented a personal resolution 4, which was received and 

referred to the Com mittee o f Com missioners on Bills and Overtures.
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11-27 Committee of Commissioners on Covenant College
TE Donald E. Hoke, chairm an, led the Assembly in prayer, and presented the report 

o f the Committee:
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. M inutes o f the Board meetings: O ctober 28-29, 1982; March 24-25, 1983.
B. Recom mendations to the General Assembly in the Covenant College 

Report to the Eleventh General Assembly (Appendix D, p. 183).
II. M ajor Issues Discussed:

A. Concerning Recom mendation No. 2 below, that the General Assembly 
Bylaws be am ended to permit the election o f up to four NAPARC men to 
the Covenant College Board o f Trustees, it was pointed out that such 
NAPARC representatives have historically served on the Board. The 
present Board under the plan o f reunion believes there is strength and value 
to such qualified men being able to represent their constituents on the 
College Board. Therefore, the Com m ittee o f Com m issioners com m ends 
their recom m endation to the General Assembly.

B . The recom m endation that the General Assembly request the Com m ittee of 
Administration to re-evaluate the nominating procedure arose out o f the 
fact that the nominating com mittee of this year’s Assembly did not recog
nize and nominate four o f the six names recommended by the College 
Board to the presbyteries for consideration as nominees. The Board 
recommended men o f experience and com m itm ent to Christian higher 
education, one of whom had been recently elected vice-chairman of the 
Board. The loss o f these four experienced men will ham per the future 
effectiveness of the Board’s operation, it is believed. Therefore, the 
Com m ittee o f Adm inistration is requested through the General Assembly 
to modify the nominating procedures for the college board so that those 
names forwarded by the Board for nomination will be accepted unless 
prudent reasons for not accepting them are found.
The College Board and the Com mittee of Com m issioners believe this is 
wise and in the best interests o f Covenant College and the PCA. The 
Com m ittee of Com missioners also notes that it may be expedient not 
always to elect one representative from every presbytery, nor to limit 
presbyteries geographically close to the college from having more than one 
board member. These presbyteries will normally be more supportive and 
involved in sending students and such representative board m em bers will 
better be able to attend vital board and board com m ittee meetings.

III. Recommendations:
1. That the General Assembly designate Sunday, October 16, 1983, as 

Covenant College Sunday throughout the denom ination and that it encour
age churches to rem em ber the college with prayer and an offering on that 
day. A dopted

2. That since Covenant College was received by the Joining and Receiving 
with its Bylaws intact, and since the Bylaws of the College have always 
allowed for a limited num ber of members from other NAPARC churches 
to be elected to the board, the Com m ittee o f Com m issioners recommends 
that the Bylaws of the General Assembly be am ended to provide for the 
Assembly to be able to elect to the Board o f Trustees o f Covenant College 
one male m em ber of any NAPARC church to each class o f the Board (total
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of up to four). And further, that the Assembly fill the vacancy in the Class 
o f 1985, arising out o f the resignation o f the Rev. Fred M arsh, with Mr. 
Wendell Graves of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, who is rotating off 
the Board with the Class o f 1983. That the nomination o f Mr. W endell 
Graves be received to be acted upon at the the time o f the report o f the 
Nominating Com mittee. Adopted

3. That the General Assembly instruct the Com mittee on Administration to
evaluate the present nominating system and report back its recom m enda
tions to the next General Assembly. Adopted

4. That the operating budget o f the college o f $5 ,306 ,270 .00  for the fiscal 
year July-June 30, 1983-84 be approved.

Postponed, Adopted
5. That the College Board of Trustees minutes o f October 28-29, 1982 and

March 24-25,1983 be approved. Adopted
6. That this Com mittee of Com missioners and the General Assembly express

gratitude to God for the establishm ent o f Covenant College. We are deeply 
grateful for its strong spiritual com m itm ent, its academic excellence and 
its desire to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the PCA. We 
commend Covenant College to our churches for faithful prayer and gener
ous support. This motion was unanimously carried. Adopted

7. On motion the report as a whole was received, and RE Martin Essenburg, 
President o f the College, was granted five minutes to address the A ssem 
bly.

Respectfully submitted to the Eleventh General Assembly o f the
PCA. June 13. 1983.

D o n a l d  H o k e . C h a i r m a n  

R o b e r t  E .  H a y s . S e c r e t a r y

Roll o f Com mittee of Com missioners present:
Central Carolina
Central Florida
Central Georgia
Covenant
Delmarva
Evangel
Grace
Great Lakes 
James River 
Oklahoma 
Pacific
Southern Florida 
Southwest 
Tennessee Valley 
W estm inster

RE James Mitchell 
TE Michael Potts 
TE David H. Bryson 
RE Bland Campbell 
TE Hermann Mischke 
TE Paul Alexander 
RE Carl Aycock 
TE James Snyder 
RE Douglas Johnson 
TE Robert E. Hays 
TE David G. Tickner 
TE Richard Gillen 
RE Borden Ells 
TE Don Hoke, Convener 
RE Charles Newland

11-28 Personal Resolutions
Personal resolutions were received and referred as follows: 5 from TE W illiam S. 

Henderson, to the Com mittee of Com missioners on Interchurch Relations; 6 from RE
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John N. A lbritton, to the Com mittee o f Com missioners on PCA Foundation; and 7 TE 
Ben W. Konopa, Jr. et al, to the Com m ittee of Com m issioners on Administration.

11-29 Business Carried Over
The Stated Clerk presented an overture referred to the Tenth General Assembly by the 

160th General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Synod, but 
inadvertantly overlooked in the business o f that Assembly. This overture was received 
again and referred to the Com mittee of Com m issioners on the PCA Foundation.

11-30 Committee of Commissioners on Administration
TE J. Gary Aitken, chairm an, led in prayer and presented the report o f the Com m ittee. 

Recom mendations were voted as follows.
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. Minutes o f the Com mittee on Administration:
June 14, 1982; June 18, 1982; December 10-11, 1982; February 4, 1983; 
M arch 4-5, 1983; June 13. 1983.

B. Minutes o f the Board of Directors:
June 14, 1982; August 27, 1982; March 5, 1983.

C. Report of the Stated Clerk (p. 35 ff.)
D. R eport and R ecom m endations o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  

(Appendix A, p. 170.)
E. Business carried over from previous assemblies (p. 52)
F. Audit report o f Com mittee on Administration.
G. Personal resolutions 3A, 3B and 7, p 60f.

II. Major Issues Discussed:
A. Com mittee on Adm inistration Statement o f Purpose.
B. Possible economies of office space and staff in Decatur. GA.
C. Desirability o f determining assembly arrangements two years in advance.
D. Developing greater efficiency and capability in data processing.
E. Funding of the Com mittee on Administration.
F. The subject o f delegated assemblies.

III. Recomendations:
1. That the Com m ittee on A dm inistration's minutes o f June 18, 1982; August 

27, 1982; December 10, 1982; February 4, 1983; M arch 4-5, 1983; and the 
Board o f D irectors’ minutes o f March 5, 1983, be approved with notations. 
(Amended in §11-92, p. 165) Adopted

2. That the Twelfth General Assembly be held at Baton Rouge, LA. on June 
18-22,1984, with the Com mittee of Com m issioners beginning on June 15, 
1984, or as called by the respective convener, and permission for COA to 
pass out a questionnaire. A dopted

3. That the General Assembly redesignate the executive officer o f the COA as 
Coordinator instead of Business A dm inistrator, with the title Business 
Adm inistrator-Treasurer being retained for use in civil or business matters 
and that Article III, Section 1 of the Bylaws o f the PCA be am ended to read 
‘The officers o f the corporation shall be the M oderator, the Clerk, the 
Business Adm inistrator-Treasurer (also known as C oord ina to r)...' with 
appropriate editorial changes in Bylaws where necessary, 4-3, 3-4.

A dopted
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4. That the present Coordinator o f Administration be em ployed through the 
1984 General Assembly. A dopted

5. That the present Stated Clerk be em ployed through the 1984 General 
Assembly. Adopted

6. That the General Assembly reappoint the CPA firm o f K ent, Nobles, and 
Martin to conduct an audit o f 1983 records o f assembly com m ittees and 
agencies with the exception of the college and seminary whose boards of 
trustees appoint their own auditors. Adopted

7. That the 1983 budget for COA as am ended and presented by the Sub
com mittee for Stewardship be approved.

Postponed to the Stewardship report, Adopted §11-43, p . 104, See p.
293

8. That the 1984 budget o f the Com m ittee on Adm inistration as presented by 
the Subcommittee for Stewardship be approved.

Postponed to the Stewardship report, Adopted §11-43, p . 104, p . 293.
9. That the Com m ittee on A dm inistration’s statem ent o f purpose as presented 

in the permanent com m ittee’s report be approved (referenced in M 9G A, 
pp. 115-116,8b.) Adopted

10. That the General Assembly approve the change to representative assem 
blies. D efeated by a vote o f 329 to 412

11. That the greater Atlanta area be nam ed the perm anent location o f the 
offices o f the PCA that are in the greater Atlanta area and urge serious 
consideration o f com mon office space for all com m ittees and agencies, 
and that the Com m ittee on Adm inistration be authorized to purchase or 
lease com mon office space if agreeable to the four perm anent com m ittees 
and agencies located in the greater Atlanta area, with report o f studies 
com pleted or actions taken to the Twelfth General A ssem bly. Adopted

12. That the General Assembly request each PCA church to participate in the 
com pletion of a congregational profile questionnaire and census form 
entitled ‘Session’s Annual Survey and Statistical Report for the Office the 
General Assembly, P C A .’ Adopted

13. That the Coordinator o f the Adm inistration Com m ittee be authorized and 
directed to execute on behalf o f the Presbyterian Church in Am erica, A 
Corporation, a voluntary tax-sheltered annuity plan and the money pur
chase pension plan as approved by the Tenth General Assembly (§10-71, 
Article 3, Par. 12).(X V .5, p. 97) Adopted

14. That the following plan for funding the Com m ittee on Adm inistration be 
adopted:
W HEREAS, the COA is now responsible for funding the COA, PCA 
Foundation, and Stewardship M inistries, and
W HEREAS, the COA is responsible for its own funding by asking for 
‘designated giv ing’ and has been sharing in the ‘undesignated g iving’ of 
the General A ssem bly, it is recommended that the following plan be 
adopted:
1. All ‘undesignated g iving’ to the General Assem bly will be shared as 

follows when the COA is operating at 90% to 100% o f budget (sum of 
‘designated’ and ‘undesignated’ giving).
a. M essenger is to receive funds for postage and printing first.
b. Balance of ‘undesignated giv ing’ is to be divided 25% to each of
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the four permanent com m ittees with the COA not sharing beyond 
the sums needed to meet 100% o f the budget for the calendar 
(budget) year.

2. In the event that the COA drops below 90% o f its budgeted needs in
any m onth, the ‘undesignated giving’ will be divided as follows:
a. M essenger —  same as 1. a. above,
b. The COA will receive a share sufficient (if available) to fund it at 

the 90% level for the m onth, and
c. The balance o f ‘undesignated g iving’ will then be handled as 1. b. 

above. A dopted
15. That because of the proposed restructuring o f the General Assembly 

Com m ittees and Agencies, the COA be given a year’s extension to work 
on the Tenth General A ssem bly’s instructions to prepare am endm ents to 
the Bylaws o f the General Assembly concerning Covenant College and 
Covenant Seminary in the articles o f incorporation and bylaws o f these 
institutions. A dopted

16. That Overture 13 (p. 53) to the Tenth General Assembly regarding the 
number required to establish a quorum in congregational meetings of 
churches whose membership exceeds 2,000 be answered in the negative.

Adopted
17. That the Bylaws o f the PCA be am ended to delete from Article IV: 11, the 

sentence, ‘the Trustees shall not be subject to the control o f o r direction of 
any other com m ittee or organization or corporation. ’ Adopted

18. In response to Resolution 4 carried over from the Tenth General A ssem bly, 
the following two recom m endations are made:
A. That the General Assembly direct the COA to develop a distinctive

em blem  for seals, banners, and logo in accord with the following
principles:
1. Continue the direction set by the First General Assem bly to have a 

uniform and distinctive designation for the denom ination, its 
com m ittees, agencies, and churches.

2. Express the unity o f the denom ination in public relations, corres
pondence, road signs, etc.

3. Respect the confessional position that no representation o f diety 
shall be made.

4. Permit the concurrent use o f a specific logo for the perm anent 
com mittees and agencies. Adopted

19. That the Presbyterian Church in Am erica change its accounting method to 
an accrual basis from a cash basis for its four perm anent com m ittees 
effecti ve Decem ber 31,1983. Adopted

20. That Overture 19 from the Presbytery of Eastern Carolina, p. 38, be 
answered in the negative, and that the COA be perm itted to arrange the 
time o f the General Assem bly, and that for planning purposes, the normal 
time for the General Assembly is to be considered to be the third full week 
of June.

Adopted
21. That Overture 34 from the Presbytery o f Oklahom a be answered by 

reference to recommendation 10. §11-9, p. 38 Adopted
22. That Personal Resolution 4 from TE Henry L. Sm ith, et a l., carried over 

from the Tenth General Assembly (M 10GA , p. 53) be answered by refer
ence to Recom mendation 18. Adopted
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23. That the General Assembly approve the Stated C lerk’s Report No. XIII, p. 
172. A dopted

24. That 10-33, III, 14 (See p. 53) be answered by reference to Recom m enda
tion No. 10.

A dopted
25. That 10-33, III, 16 be answered by reference to Recom m endation No. 11.

A dopted
26. That 10-33, III, 18 (See p. 53) be answered by reference to Recom m enda

tion No. 17.
A dopted

27. That 10-33, III, 19 be answered by reference to Appendix A, III, p. 170.
Adopted

28. That 10-33, III, 21, p. 70, Overture §9 from the Siouxlands Presbytery (p. 
52) be answered by reference to Recom mendation No. 10. A dopted

29. That 10-75, III, p. 102, Overture 14 (p. 53) be answered by reference to 
Recom mendation 10. A dopted

30. Recom m end that the Assembly note that the following items carried over 
from the Tenth General Assembly are answered by the com m ittee’s report 
(§10-33, e , 19, 29, 8, 10-24, III, 5a and b ‘Tasks Assigned to COA- 
M I0 G A ') . A dopted

31. ‘That the General Assembly appoint a com m ittee to study and to report to 
the next General Assembly with the following responsibility:
1. To investigate the possibility o f having a ‘G eneral’ General Assembly 

each fifth year;
2. That the evening service o f that particular Assembly be conducted in a 

large local arena;
3. That each congregation bring ten percent o f its m em bership to this 

special ‘G eneral’ General Assembly;
4. That that General A ssem bly’s business be kept to a m inim um , with 

day sessions o n ly .’
32. That Personal Resolution 3A from Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr. be answered

in the affirmative. (§11-9, p. 60) A dopted
33. That Personal Resolution 3B from Vaughn E. Hathaway, Jr. be answered

in the affirmative. (§11-9, p. 60) A dopted
34. That the following recom m endation from COA be answered in the affir

mative, ‘The COA has been studying various proposals involving mass 
merchandising o f property and casualty insurance plans which may be 
available to PCA churches, through local agents, at considerable savings. 
Permission is requested to continue the study and to offer a desirable 
program to local churches if possib le. ’ Adopted

35. That Personal Resolution 7 (p. 61) be answered in the affirm ative as 
am ended as follows:
W HEREAS, it appears that our perm anent com m ittees are operating as 
separate entities sim ilar to ‘para-church’ agencies;
W HEREAS, that situation appears to generate harmful conflict among the 
com m ittees as they strive toward their individual com m ittee’s respective 
goals;
W HEREAS, the financial condition rooted in this situation has resulted in 
disaster: i .e ., the need to borrow monies to cover expenses in arrears, the 
inability to pay $3,800 to the Stated Clerk for ‘out-of-pocket’ expenses,
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the unpaid accum ulation of $11,500.00 in travel vouchers for various 
com m ittee meetings, the unpaid attorney’s fee am ounting to $4,000, the 
initiating o f small c laim ’s court proceedings by a firm in Brevard, N .C ., 
for a $168.00 past-due account, a large printing bill several months past 
due, and other various past-due accounts.’
W HEREAS, only 216 congregations of the 805 in the PCA currently 
suport the COA;
W HEREAS, the coordinators o f the A ssem bly’s perm anent Com m ittees 
and agencies are servants o f the Assembly and are to be com m itted to the 
aims and goals o f the A ssem bly, working as a team , mutually submissive 
to one another in the Lord,
TH EREFO RE, BE IT RESOLVED,

1) That the Coordinators o f the perm anent com m ittees be directed to 
strongly encourage all o f the churches to meet the askings o f all o f the 
com m ittees o f the General Assembly (BCO  14-1-4).
2) That the COA with the addition of the chairm en o f the perm anent 
com m ittees (CE/P, M NA & MTW ) be directed to prepare and present 
a plan to the Twelfth General Assembly to cooperate more effectively 
in the support o f the General A ssem bly’s directives and purposes and 
to provide for the financing for the total program of the Assembly.
3) That the Eleventh General Assembly direct its perm anent com m it
tees and agencies that expenses are not to  exceed  incom e. The 
expression ‘not to exceed incom e’ is to be understood to mean the 
summ ation of total income and total expenses for the fiscal year o f the 
com m ittee or agency, and that the use o f a line o f credit or other short
term cash arrangem ent tools are not precluded. In the event that a 
com m ittee’s or agency’s income does not meet requirem ents o f con
ducting business, obligations are to be paid in the following order:

a) Salary com m itm ents,
b) Bills due to other organizations and businesses, and
c) O ther expenditures authorized by the Assembly

4) That the coordinators o f the permanent com m ittees be urged to meet 
at least quarterly for prayer. Adopted  
(C lerk’s note: This overture was reconsidered in §11-74, p. 130, and 
am ended in the above form at that tim e.)

That the Com m ittee on Adm inistration be directed to form an advisory 
com m ittee, which shall include representatives o f the com m ittees and 
agencies using the data processing center operated by the COA to expedi
tiously determ ine an appropriate solution to the problem s presently experi
enced by the using com m ittees and agencies. The COA shall not purchase 
additional com puter hardware or software until the advisory com m ittee has 
reported and its report has been acted on by the CO A , except such 
peripheral equipm ent as may be necessary to maintain operations until the 
study is com pleted and a decision reached. Any using com m ittee or agency 
may, at its expense, em ploy qualified consultants to assist the advisory 
com m ittee in its deliberations in drafting its report.
It is the sense of the General Assembly that the denom ination will maintain 
a coordinated approach to data processing. Adopted
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37. That the 501 (3)(C) corporate entity o f W PM and any other rem aining 501 
(3)(C) corporations of the RPCES should be continued under Com mittee 
o f Adm instration as corporate entities in cooperation with the perm anent 
com m ittees. It is the intent of the General Assembly that these corporations 
shall remain inactive corporations under the Com m ittee o f Adm inistration.

A dopted
38. Answer Personal Resolution 8 (p. 62) be answered in the negative. 

Grounds:
It is not necessary since the responsibility is now provided for under the 
authority o f the Permanent Com m ittees, Boards and Agencies.

Adopted
39. That the General Assembly direct the Com m ittee o f Adm inistration in 

consultation with the other permanent com m ittees and agencies to proceed 
to study implementation of the location o f the office o f the denom ination in 
the greater Atlanta area and report to the Twelfth General Assembly.

Postponed Indefinitely
(C lerk’s note: The substance of this motion was attached to Rec. 11. p. 80)

40. That the General A ssem bly’s Bylaws be amended (Article 5, Section 1, 
that the accounting period of the General Assembly be changed from a 
calendar year to a fiscal year, July 1-June 30, com m encing July 1, 1984. 
Grounds:
1. The accounting firm o f Kent, Nobles and Martin recom m ends change 

to July 1 - June 30 Fiscal Year.
2. Two o f the General Assembly agencies, both educational institutions, 

are already on the July 1 - June 30 Fiscal Year. Their educational 
purpose and affiliations make a change of the Fiscal Year impossible. 
Therefore, having all GA com m ittees and agencies uniform with the 
educational agencies is easier than asking the College and Seminary to 
conform to a calendar year accounting period. To change to a uniform 
accounting period will simplify our GA reporting and will provide a 
uniform budget period of all GA causes for local church officers.

3. The General Assembly, meeting in June each year can:
a. Amend the current budget to cover current year actual expenses 

before the books are closed.
b. Be more realistic in setting a new budget since the new fiscal year

will begin on July 1. Presently there is a delay o f six months
before the new budget begins.

c. Set a projected budget beginning one year later on July 1, for 
planning purposes.

4. Auditing will be done in the summer, reporting to com m ittees for their 
meetings and included in the annual minutes. In the first year 1983 to 
June 30 o f 1984, an eighteen month period, we would only have one 
audit.

5. Regarding General Assembly askings:
a. At the conclusion of each General Assembly local congregations

will know the exact amount o f the ‘askings’ beginning on July 1 of 
the current year.
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b. Sessions and Diaconates will be able to realistically project the 
askings a year in advance based upon the new projected budget 
which will be presented for the following year.

c. Com m ittees and Agencies will be able to im m ediately seek 
funding for their newly approved current budgets. Adopted

41. To am end the Bylaws by insertion at II,B ,2 ,C , ' . . .  to continue the Stated 
Clerk and the Chairman o f the Com m ittee on Judicial Business as advisory 
members o f the Com m ittee on A dm inistration’.

Referred back to the Committee on Judicial Business
42. That the General Assembly authorize a registration fee for the Twelfth 

General Assembly to be held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on June 22,
1984, no texceeding$45.00. A dopted

43. That the report as a whole be adopted, with the note that the Com m ittee on 
Administration is in receipt o f an invitation to meet in the St. Louis area in
1985, and that its preliminary appraisal is to recom m end acceptance to the 
1984 General Assembly. Adopted

Respectfully submitted,
J a m e s  G a r y  A i t k e n , C h a i r m a n  

D a v i d  W i n e c o f f , S e c r e t a r y

Roll o f Com m ittee Com missioners present:
Calvary TE J. Gary Aitken, Chairman
Central Carolina RE Frank Summerville
Central Georgia TE Ben Konopa, Jr.
Covenant RE Arthur Rogers
Evangel TE Ronald Siegenthaler
Grace RE W exler W hite
Great Lakes TE W illiam Shell
G ulf Coast TE W illiam Fox
James River RE Norm an Fish
Louisiana TE Jam es Meek
Miss. Valley TE Tom Cook
New Jersey TE Kenneth Smith
North Georgia RE Chip M ilner
Philadelphia TE Em est Breen
Siouxlands RE Samuel Jeon
S. Florida TE Dan Wren
Southwest RE Patrick Vaughn
St. Louis TE David W isecoff
Texas RE Ray Sanders
W estern Carolinas RE Arthur Fitton
W estm inster RE Charles Lowry

(C lerk’s Note: Recom mendations §11-31 were handled in §11-33, 7, 8, 14, 39 & 41 
were handled in §11-92. Recom mendation 35 was handled in §11-74. A lso, am end
ments to Recom mendations 1 & 11 were handled in §11-92.)
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11-31 Worship Service
The order o f the day arrived and RE Thomas Leopard led in prayer concluding the 

business o f this session. The Assembly moved to the morning worship service, under the 
direction of the Presbytery of Central Georgia. After the singing o f ‘Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save’, RE Henry Smith led in prayer and introduced TE A. Dale Umbreit, who 
preached the sermon on the subject o f Noah. The worship service was concluded by the 
apostolic benediction, and the Assembly was recessed at 12:00 noon.

MINUTES— TUESDAY AFTERNOON
June 14, 1983

Fourth Session 

11-32 Assembly Reconvened
The Assembly was reconvened at 1:30 p.m . with the singing o f two verses o f ‘Fairest 

Lord Jesus’ and prayer by RE John T. Clark, which included intercession for RE John T. 
Culver, chairman of the Com mittee on Adm inistration, who was unable to be at this 
Assembly due to a health problem.

11-33 Committee of Commissioners on Administration Continued
The Assembly returned to the report o f the Com mittee on Adm inistration. Recom 

m endations 11 through 31 were handled at this time. (See §11-30, p. 80 for the text.)

11-34 Personal Resolutions
Personal resolutions were received and referred as follows: from TE John D. Holmes, 

Com m ittee o f Com missioners on Administration; from TE Thom as F. Barnes et al. 
Com m ittee of Com missioners on Bills and Overtures.
A personal resolution to constitute the next General Assembly as the 161st General 
Assembly was not received.

11-35 Personal Privilege
TE Brister H. Ware presented a concern by way o f personal privilege, noting that on 

M onday night four Korean PCA pastors were robbed o f $1,390— Chang Kun Lee, 
Chang Ik, Chong Hui Chu. and David Kim. On motion the Assembly voted to authorize 
a special offering to be received at some appropriate tim e, to be determ ined by the 
M oderator, to soften the blow for these brethren.
At the request o f one com m issioner, the Assembly also heard a brief report from TE 
Nelson M alkus concerning the status o f the hospital in Kenya. All were requested to be 
in prayer that the bureaucratic roadblocks be removed and that this work be enabled to 
continue. TE Paul M cKaughan led the Assembly in prayer.

11-36 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business
M oderator Austin turned the chair over to TE Paul G. Settle. TE Thomas M cCallie, 

chairm an, led in prayer and presented the report o f the Committee
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. M inutes of the Sub-committee on Judicial Business (June 15, 1982; June 
16, 1982; June 17, 1982; July 17. 1982; December 3. 1982; Decem ber 4, 
1982; February 11, 1983; February 12, 1983; March 18, 1983; March 19, 
1983; March 23, 1983; April 4, 1983, April 25, 1983)
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B. Report o f the Sub-Committee on Judicial Business (Refer to Appendix
pp. 215 ff.)

C. Overtures 1, 2, 3, 5 ,6 ,  7, 8 ,9 ,1 0 ,1 1 ,1 4 ,1 5 , 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 28, 34, 35,
37.

D. Judicial Cases
1. Case 1: TE Robert L. Reymond, et al. vs. Illiana Presbytery.
2. Case 2: RE Val H. Barleman, et al. vs. Ascension Presbytery.
3. Case 6: TE David Alexander, vs. Central Carolina.
4. Case 7: TE Stark W ilbor, et al. vs. North Georgia.
5. Case 8: TE Jack Eubanks, et al. vs. Central Carolina.
6. Case 9: TE Hamilton, et al. vs. Eastern Carolina.
7. Case 10: TE David Lockwood, et al. vs. Central Carolina.
8. Case 12: TE Jack Eubanks, et al. vs. Central Carolina.
9. Case 13: TE Donald Codling, et al. vs. Eastern Canada.

10. Case 14. RE Truman Swain, et al. vs. Eastern Carolina.
E. References

1. Reference 1 from Grace Presbytery
2. Reference 2 from G ulf Coast Presbytery
3. Reference 3 from Southwest Presbytery
4. Reference 4 from the session of Olathe Presbyterian Church, O lathe,

K ansas and the session o f  B ible P resbyterian  C hurch , M errill,
W isconsin.

5. Reference 5 from the Presbytery of the Central Carolinas.
6. Reference 6 from the session of Village Chapel Church, New Bern 

North Carolina.
F. Business referred by the Tenth General Assembly:

1. Study o f a proposed am endm ent to BCO  14-1-12 p rovid ing  for 
extended service o f Assembly Com m ittees or Sub-committee.

2. Study BCO  24-9 regarding the status and privileges of an elder 
em eritus.

3. Prepare an am endment to BCO  regarding confessional scruples o f 
ordinands.

4. Revise BCO  56-5 editorially.
5. Work on procedures for com plaints and appeals in the BCO.
6. Study of in thesi deliverances regarding handling such matters and the 

weight to be given rendered judgm ents.
7. Continue revision o f Directory o f  W orship.
8. Study a proposed am endment to BCO  13-2 regarding laboring out o f 

bounds.
9. Propose am endment to SCJB Manual regarding interim advice.

10. Propose am endment to SCJB Manual to treat theological matters.
11. Propose guidelines for General Assembly Judicial Com m issions.
12. Study guidelines for debate o f judicial com m ission reports under 

BC015-3.
13. Frame an am endment to the Bylaws allowing for the use of executive 

com mittees.
14. Study provisions of MTW M issions Manual to be included in BCO.
15. Review the M inutes o f W estern Carolinas Presbytery.
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G. Advice requested by General Assembly Committees:
1. Study the problems of the review and control o f Presbyteries. (See 

Minutes COA, July 30, 1982, December 10 and 11, 1982).
H. Advice to Stated Clerk

1. The Stated Clerk was advised regarding the meaning o f review as it 
relates to General Assembly relationship to Covenant Theological 
Seminary.

I. Communications:
1. Com munication 3. New River Presbytery regarding confessional sub

scription.
II. Statement of M ajor Issues Discussed

A. Confessional subscription
B. Rotating Sessions
C. Ordination of Teaching Elders on foreign mission fields

III. Recommendations:
1. The recommendation by the Sub com mittee on Judicial Business provid

ing for five year terms o f office for the perm anent com m ittees (See 
Appendix H, p. 217, was deferred to the report o f the Com m ittee of 
Com missioners on Stewardship. (See §11-43, III, 32, p. 111.

2. See Appendix H, p. 217. Deferred with recom m endation 1.
3. That the BCO  24-9 be am ended by substituting the following language for 

the present paragraph: ‘W hen a Deacon or Ruling Elder becomes infirm or 
reaches the age o f 70 he may at his request and with the approval the 
Session be designated Deacon or Elder Emeritus. W hen so designated, he 
is no longer required to perform the regular duties o f his office, but may 
continue to perform certain of these duties on a voluntary basis if requested 
by the Session or a higher court. He may attend Diaconate or Session 
meetings, if he so desires, and may participate fully in the discussion of 
any issues, but may not vo te .’
GROUNDS:
1. Presently BCO  24-9 is clear in stating that an em eritus office is 

relieved o f any or all o f his regular duties if he so desires, but it does 
not clearly define what constitutes the ‘full privileges o f his o ffice .’

2. Since an em eritus officer is relieved o f all duties, it seems reasonable
that he should not be permitted to vote:
a. In any governing body, whether civil or ecclesiastical, the priv

ilege of voting generally presupposes certain duties and respon
sibilities.

b. An officer requesting em eritus status will ordinarily be replaced 
by a younger officer with voting privileges, so the body will 
function with its customary number o f votes, excluding the vote 
of the em eritus officer.

c. If an em eritus officer retains the right to vote, a temptation may be 
present to solicit his presence at a particular meeting to influence 
the outcome o f a close vote on a controversial issue.

3. The overture which raised this issue seems to assume that an em eritus 
officer must be either a permanent voting m em ber o f the Diaconate or 
Session, or an honorary non-voting observer. The proposed am end
ment seeks to strike a com prom ise between these two positions in
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allowing the em eritus officer to share his experience and judgm ent 
with the body, but removing his right to vote.

4. The overture also makes reference to officer rotation system s, which 
are still in use, but not authorized by the BCO. The proposed am end
ment is appropriate for either the perpetual or rotation system , and any 
reference to these systems has been deliberately avoided.

Adopted and sent down to presbyteries fo r  advice and consent.
4. That BCO  21-4 be amended by adding a new paragraph following para

graph 1 and preceding present paragraph 2, which shall read:
‘Presbytery shall require that all applicants for ordination subscribe to 

one of the following statements: ’I, , do sincerely receive and adopt the 
Confession of Faith and Catechism s of this Church without any exceptions 
or reservations.’; or ’I, , declare the following exceptions or reservations 
with regard to the Confession o f Faith and Catechism s o f this Church, to 
wit, . . . ’ The Presbytery shall record its evaluation o f each exception or 
reservation so stated as to its seriousness as a departure from  the C onfes
sional articles. Acceptance o f statements o f exceptions or reservations in 
such cases requires a three-fourths approval o f Presbytery. D efeated
TE David Dively requested that his affirmative vote be recorded. 
Referred back to the Committee fo r  study. See Recommendation 61, p . 101.

5. That the fact o f the editorial revision o f BCO  56-5 executed according to 
the direction of the Tenth General Assembly be received as inform ation.

A dopted
6. That SC O  Chapter 42 (Appeals), Chapter 43 (Com plaints), and Chapter 44 

(Voting in Appeals and Com plaints) be am ended as follows:
a. That 42-4 read:

‘Notice o f appeal may be given the court before its adjournm ent. 
W ritten notice o f appeal, with supporting reasons, shall be filed by the 
appellant with both the Clerk of the lower court and the Clerk o f  the 
higher court, within fifteen (15) days following the meeting o f the 
court.
No attem pt should be made to circularize the court to which appeal is 
being made by either party before the case is hea rd .’

b. That 42-5 read:
'It shall be the duty of the Clerk o f the lower court to file with the 

Clerk o f the higher court, not more than thirty (30) days after receipt o f 
notice o f appeal, a copy o f all proceedings in connection with the case , 
including the notice o f appeal and reasons therefor, the response o f the 
lower court, the evidence, and any papers bearing on the case, which 
together shall be known as ‘the Record of the C ase ,’ and the higher 
court shall not adm it or consider anything not found in this ‘R ecord’ 
without the consent o f the parties in the case.
Should new evidence come to light the case shall be remanded to the 
lower court from which the appeal was m ade.’

c. That 42-7 read:
‘After a higher court has decided that an appeal is in order and 

should be entertained by the court, the court shall hear the case, o r in 
accordance with the provisions o f BCO  15-2 and 15-3, appoint a 
com mission to do so. At the hearing, after the record has been read,
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each side should be allotted not over thirty (30) minutes for oral 
argument, the appellant having the right o f opening and closing the 
argument. After the hearing has been concluded, the court or com m is
sion should go into closed session, and discuss the merits o f the case.

The vote then should be taken, w ithout further debate, on each 
specification in this form: ’Shall this specification of error be sus
tained?’ If the court or com mission deems it w ise, it may adopt a 
minute explanation o f its action, which shall become a part o f its 
record o f the case. The court or com mission shall designate one o f its 
members to write the opinion, which opinion shall be adopted by the 
court or com mission as its op in ion .’

d. That 42-8 read:
‘The decision of the higher court may be to affirm in whole or in 

part; to reverse in whole or in part; to render the decision that should 
have been rendered; or to remand the case to the lower court for a new 
trial. In every case a written opinion shall be prepared, and a copy of 
the opinion and judgm ent entered will be delivered personally or 
mailed to the lower court and the appellant, with a written receipt 
required .’

e. That 42-9 read;
‘An appellant may represent him self or be represented as provided 

in BCO  32-19.’
f. That 42-10 read:

‘An appellant shall be considered to have abandoned his appeal if he 
does not appear before the higher court in person or by counsel on the 
day presbytery meets, or by the second day o f the meeting o f General 
Assembly next following the date o f his notice o f appeal, and the 
judgm ent o f the lower court will stand, unless he can give the court, at 
its next stated meeting, satisfactory explanation for his failure to 
appear and prosecute his appeal.’

g. That 42-12 be renumbered as 42-7 and that present 42-7 through 42-11 
be renumbered as 42-8 through 42-12 respectively.

h. That 43-1 read;
‘A com plaint is a written representation made against some act or 

decision o f a court o f the Church. It is the right o f any com m uning 
member o f the church in good standing to make com plaint against any 
action of a court to whose jurisdiction he is subject, except that no 
com plaint is allowable in a judicial case in which an appeal is tak en .’

i. Add a new 43-2 to read;
‘A com plaint shall first be made to the court whose act or decision is 

alleged to be in error. W ritten notice o f com plaint, with supporting 
reasons, shall be filed with the clerk of the court within fifteen (15) 
days following the meeting o f the court. The court shall consider the 
com plaint at its next stated meeting, or at a called meeting prior to its 
next stated meeting. No attempt should be made to circularize the 
court to which com plaint is being made by either party .’

j. Add a new 43-3 to read:
‘If, after considering a com plaint, the court alleged to be delinquent 

or in error is o f the opinion that it has not erred, and denies the
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com plaint or fails to act on the com plaint, the com plainant may make 
com plaint to the next higher court. W ritten notice o f com plaint, 
together with supporting reasons, shall be filed with both the clerk of 
the lower court and the clerk of the higher court within fifteen (15) 
days following the meeting of the lower court.' 

k. Renum ber present 43-2 as 43-4.
1. Renum ber present 43-3 as 43-5 and am end to read:

'The court against which com plaint is made shall appoint one or more 
representatives to defend its action, and the parties in the case shall be 
known as com plainant and respondent. The com plainant him self may 
present his com plaint, or he may obtain the assistance o f a com m uning 
member of the Presbyterian Church in America, who is in good 
standing, in presenting his com plain t.’ 

m. Add a new 43-6 to read:
'It shall be the duty of the clerk o f the lower court to file with the 

clerk of the higher court, not more than thirty (30) days after receipt o f 
notice of com plaint, a copy of all the procedings in connection with 
the com plaint including the notice of com plaint and supporting rea
sons, the response of the lower court, if any, and any papers bearing 
on the com plaint. If the clerk of the lower court shall neglect to send 
up the proceedings on the com plaint, he shall receive a proper rebuke 
from the higher court, and the act or decision com plained against shall 
be suspended until the proceedings are produced so that the higher 
court can fairly consider the com plain t.’ 

n. Add a new 43-7 to read:
'The com plainant shall be considered to have abandoned his com 
plaint if he does not appear before the higher court in person or by 
counsel on the day presbytery meets, or by the second day o f the 
meeting of the General Assembly next following the date o f notice of 
com plaint, and the action of the lower court will stand, unless he can 
give the court, at its next stated meeting, satisfactory explanation for 
his failure to appear and present his com plain t.’

o. Add a new 43-8 to read:
' After the higher court has decided that the com plaint is in order, the 

court shall hear the com plaint, or in accordance with the provision of 
BCO  15-2 and 15-3, appoint a com mission to do so. If the date o f  the 
hearing shall, for good cause, be other than the same day it is 
presented, the court shall notify the com plainant and respondent in 
writing of the date set for the hearing.' 

p. Add a new 43-9 to read:
'A t the hearing, after all the paper bearing on the com plaint has 

been read, the com plainant and respondent will be given the oppor
tunity to present argum ent, the com plainant having the right o f open
ing and closing the argument. After the hearing has been concluded, 
the court or the com mission should go into closed session, and discuss 
and consider the merits o f the com plaint. The vote should then be 
taken as to what disposition should be made o f the com plaint, and the 
com plainant and respondent notified of the court's decision .’ 

q. Repeal present 43-4.
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r. Renumber present 43-5 as 43-10.
s. Repeal all o f Chapter 44 (Voting in Appeals and Com plaints) and 

leave the chapter vacant.
Adopted and sent down to presbyteries fo r  advice and consent.

7. That the study of the handling o f and weight to be given decisions of a 
General Assembly, including in thesi deliverances and rendered judg
ments, be continued for one year and that a report be made to the Twelfth 
General A ssem bly. A dopted

8. That the partial report o f the proposed revision o f the D irectory o f  Worship 
be received as in fo rm ation , that the p resbyteries be referred  to the 
W estminster D irectory o f  W orship, and that the response of the church be 
invited: (See Appendix H, p. 215 for the text.)

9. That BCO  13-2 be amended to read:
‘A minister shall be required to hold his m em bership in the Presbytery 

within whose geographical bounds he resides, unless there are reasons 
which are satisfactory to his presbytery why he should not do so. W hen a 
minister labors outside the geographical bounds of, or in a work not under 
the jurisdiction of, his presbytery, at home or abroad, it shall be only with 
the concurrence of and under circumstances agreeable to his presbytery. ' 

Adopted and sent down to presbyteries fo r  advice and consent 
EDITORIAL COM M ENT: This provision, if  adopted, would not apply to 
the non-geographical Korean Language Presbytery as long as the General 
Assembly mandates its existence.

10. That 5 -2 .b .3 .b and c of the Manual o f Operations for the Sub-com m ittee 
on Judicial Business be amended to read:
3.b. Any advice given by the Sub-committee must be in writing and must 

be reported to the next Stated Meeting o f the General Assembly. The 
General Assembly shall take whatever action it shall determ ine proper 
regarding the advice o f the Sub-committee.

3.c. If two parties are in conflict, such advice will be binding on both 
parties until the next Stated Meeting o f the General Assembly. The 
decision enacted by the General Assembly shall be binding on the 
parties involved. Adopted

11. That 5-2 o f the M anual o f Operations for the SCJB be am ended to read: 
‘5-2. Functions:

a. The Sub-committee shall not initiate any matters o f substantial 
change unless directed to do so by the General Assem bly, but 
shall point out needs that arise. The philosophy shall be stu
diously m aintained that the lower courts will be expected to 
initiate any such actions.

b. At the General Assembly:
c. Between General Assemblies: The Sub-committee shall

(1) C arry out any w ork assignm ent d irected  by the G eneral 
Assembly.

(2) (unchanged, except that it is presently sub-paragraph (1).)
(3) (unchanged, except that it is presently sub-paragraph (2).)
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(4) W hen requested to, interpret the Constitution o f the Pres
by terian  C hurch in A m erica, the B ylaw s, the R ules for 
A ssem bly O perations, and the M inutes o f the G eneral 
Assembly.

d. When the Sub-committee shall be required to make a study o f any 
m atter o f a theological nature, it shall be able to use learned 
consultants from the Church at large. The Sub-com m ittee will 
attach to its minutes a digest o f the advice received. A dopted

12. Tem porary Guidelines for Judicial Com missions were adopted in §11-21, 
p. 73.

13. That the General Assembly allow the SCJB to continue the study of 
guidelines for debating judicial com mission reports under BCO 15-3 and to 
report to the Twelfth General Assembly.

14. That the General Assembly rescind the action o f the Tenth General 
Assembly regarding Executive Com mittees.
GROUNDS:
1. The use o f executive com m ittees tends naturally to concentrate the 

decision making process in the hands of a small num ber o f people. 
This is not consistent with the philosophy underlying the constitu
tional docum ents.

2. Most o f the Com mittees and Agencies* o f the G eneral Assem bly have 
no apparent need or desire to use executive com m ittees. O f the few 
com m ittees which have expressed a possible desire to do so, none 
have dem onstrated either a clear need, or that the benefits outweigh 
the disadvantages. (*The prior guidelines adopted regarding Joining 
and Receiving exempt Covenant Theological Seminary and Covenant 
College from the effect o f this recom m endation.) A dopted

15. That the assignment (p. 54) to study provisions o f the M TW  Manual 
regarding the calling of m issionaries for revision as am endm ents to the 
BCO  be recom m itted to the SCJB for another year for study in consultation 
with MTW with a report to be made to the Twelfth General A ssem bly. 
Adopted

16. That the General Assembly approve the following report o f the SCJB with 
regard to the Minutes of W estern Carolinas Presbytery and accept it as the 
action o f the General Assembly:
(the fo llow ing m inutes are extracts from  the M inutes o f the SC JB , July 17, 1982, and  M arch 
18 and 19, 1983).

1. 'A  convening m eeting o f the Perm anent S u b co m m ittee  on Judicial B usiness w as held 
by conference call, July 17, 1982........
'W ithou t ob jection , the chairm an m ade the follow ing w ork assignm ent in regard  to the 
item s o f  business. ..
d. T E  Snapp, chairm an, and R E W ells :. . .# 1 5  (R eview  the M inutes o f  W estern 

C arolinas P resby tery ).’
2. 'In  accordance w ith the action o f the Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness (see M inutes,

February 12, 1983, V II, J )  the Sub com m ittee  m et for a S tated M eeting  at the A irport
H ow ard Johnsons, A tlanta, G eorg ia . M arch 18 and 19, 1983.
'T E  Snapp presented the report o f  the study c o m m ittee . The report w as adopted  w ith the 
recom m endation  that W estern C arolinas Presbytery be d irected  to m eet in a special 
m eeting to rectify  the entire m atter with reference to Exception  #1  ( P20/8 I M inutes— p. 5 
M US report, paragraph 2, line 6 ; a n d 4/25/8l M inutes, M US report, page 2 , line 7 ff), and 
to report their action to the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly in accordance w ith the R ules for 
A ssem bly O p era tio n s.’
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M inutes approved w ithout notation o r exception: Sep tem ber 16. 1981.
M inutes approved w ith notations: N ovem ber 17, 1981.
M inutes approved with exception:

1. January 20, 1981, p. 5 . M US report, paragraph 2. line 6 . and;
2. A pril 25, 1981, page 2, M US report, line 7ff.

N o evidence that supply pasto r at M t. C elo w as ever exam ined by p resbytery . No 
m ention is m ade o f the renew al o f  supply re la tionsh ip , assum ing the supply pastor 
had been exam ined by the presbytery.

3. A ugust 15, 1981: In the report o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  that met A ugust 
8 . 1981, it is reported  that T E  T aylor met with the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  
regarding the com plain t against him  that was d iscussed  as the next Presbytery 
m eeting with the possibility  that the recom m endation  o f  the C om m ittee  was 
influenced.

4. N o evidence that the exceptions to the 1980 M inutes had been corrected . These 
exceptions are recorded in the M 9G A . p. 147: '21. W estern C arolinas— January
15. 1980. p. 9 , No. 4— A llow ed stated supply to con tinue serving a church longer 
than one year w ithout the request o f the session o r review  o f P resbytery—  
D ecem ber 18, 1980— purpose o f the called m eeting not s ta ted .'

5. N o directory  o f presbytery is provided.
6 . No roll o f  presbytery is provided.
7 N o list o f  candidates is provided.
8 . N o list o f  licentiates is provided.
9. N o copy o f  standing rules is p rovided. Adopted  

That the Rules for Assembly Operations be am ended as follows:
Item  1. A dopt a new  C hapter IX . w hich shall read:
'IX . T he C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontro l o f Presbyteries.
9-1. It is the right and the duty o f the G eneral A ssem bly to review , at least once a year, the
records o f the presbyteries o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica. (B C O  40-1)
9-2 . In order to facilitate a careful perform ance o f this right and d u ty , the G eneral A ssem bly 
shall assign  the responsibility  to a com m ittee , w hich shall be know n as the C om m ittee  on 
Review  and C ontro l o f Presbyteries. The operation o f this com m ittee shall be considered  a 
G eneral A ssem bly  expense.
9-3 . T he C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontrol o f  P resbyteries shall be com prised  o f one 
representative from  each presbytery elected  by the presbytery in the m anner set forth in BCO  
14-1-11 for the e lection o f the N om inating C om m ittee . A person w ho is serving as a m em ber o f 
o r on the staff o f  one o f  the perm anent com m ittees, sub-com m ittees, o r boards o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly  shall not be ineligible to serve on this com m ittee.
9-4. The C om m ittee shall be scheduled to m eet p rior to the opening  session o f the
A ssem bly , usually  at the sam e tim e during  w hich the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners shall be
m eeting.
9-5. A chairm an and vice-chairm an for the follow ing year shall be e lected  by the com m ittee 
from  m em bers who shall be serving the second year o f their term .
9-6. The C om m ittee shall assem ble at the p roper tim e in its assigned room , elect a
secretary , and. if desired , som eone to give the report, appoin t such sub-com m ittees as m ay be 
necessary , and begin its work in accordance with BC O  4 0-2ff. and as set forth  in this chapter. 
9-7. The chairm an o f the C om m ittee , o r a m em ber o f  the C om m ittee  e lected  for the 
purpose, shall present the report o f the C om m ittee to the A ssem bly.
9-8. The report o f  the C om m ittee shall be concise. It shall include the following:

1. A list o f  the M inutes, by P resbyteries, received by the C om m ittee .
2. A list o f  the Presbyteries w hich have not subm itted M inutes, if any.
3. A report concerning  the M inutes o f  each  Presbytery.
4. Any recom m endation  to the A ssem bly. A statem ent o f the div ision  o f the vote on 

each recom m endation  shall be included. Any recom m endation  w hich may affect 
the budget o f the A ssem bly shall be referred to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners 
on A dm inistration.

5. A list o f  m em bers present.
9-9. The com pleted  report o f the C om m ittee shall be prepared and handled in the sam e 

m anner as reports o f the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners as set forth in R A O B-II
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9-10. N o partial report o f the C om m ittee shall be p resented  w ithout the consen t o f  the
A ssem bly.

9-11. G uidelines for the subm ission and d istribution  o f  the M inutes o f  P resbyteries.
1. T he S tated C lerk o f  each presbytery is to provide the S tated  C lerk  o f  the G eneral 

A ssem bly with three (3) cop ies o f all the m inutes that are to be review ed.
2. The m inutes that are to be review ed shall ord inarily  include the unreview ed 

m inutes o f all presbytery m eetings that have been held up to  seven ty-five  days 
p rior to the opening  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly (see B C O  40-1).

3. T he m inutes that are to be review ed shall be m ailed to the o ffice  o f  the S tated  C lerk  
o f the G eneral A ssem bly not less than sixty (60) days prior to the open ing  o f  the 
A ssem bly.

4. T he Stated C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly , in consultation  w ith  the C hairm an  o f 
the C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontro l o f P resbyteries, is to d istribu te  cop ies o f 
the m inutes to the m em bers o f the C om m ittee no later than thirty  (30) days p rio r to 
the opening  o f  the A ssem bly in such a m anner that at least tw o m em bers o f the 
C om m ittee  shall read the m inutes o f each Presbytery.

5. T he m em bers o f the C om m ittee are to read the m inutes assigned to them , to 
prepare a report concerning  each set o f  m inutes u tiliz ing  a form  prov ided  by the 
Stated C lerk  o f the G eneral A ssem bly , and to report at the tim e o f  the m eeting  o f 
the C om m ittee.

9-12. T he S tated C lerks o f the presbyteries, o r their representatives, are to  be prepared  to m eet
w ith the C om m ittee to answ er questions and to c larify  any d iscrepancy possib le . Any
discrepancy that is in substance an excep tion  (see 9-13) shall alw ays be reported  to the
A ssem bly.

9-13. G uidelines for E xam ining Presbytery M inutes (sam e as p resen t 8-17 excep t as fo llow s).
1. unchanged , except that (a) should have attached a  c ita tion  w hich should  read  (see 

BC O  40-2).
2 . unchanged
3. om it and renum ber
4. unchanged
5. T he C om m ittee shall prepare a report concerning  the M inutes o f  each  P resbytery . 

The filling out o f a form , designed for the purpose and approved by the A ssem bly , 
shall m eet the requirem ent o f  this section. A fter action by the A ssem bly , the 
original shall be retained by the S tated C lerk  in a perm anen t file , one copy shall be 
sent by the Stated C lerk  to  the particular p resby tery , and a second copy  shall be 
kept in the records o f  the C om m ittee , w hich shall be m aintained in a suitab le 
b inder and shall be retained by the S tated C lerk  betw een A ssem blies.

6 . unchanged.
7. unchanged.
8 . unchanged.

9-14. G uidelines fo r K eeping Presbytery M inutes (sam e as present 8-16 excep t as follow s).
1. The M inutes o f  Presbytery shall be kept in a lock-type record  book o r if  p rin ted , be 

bound. In e ither case , the pages shall be num bered.
2. The M inutes o f Presbytery should be neat and legible and shall be p rin ted , 

iypew ritten , o r reproduced from  typew ritten  m asters.
3-8. unchanged.
9. T he Stated C lerk o f  each  Presbytery is responsib le  for the custody  o f  the M inutes 

o f the P resbytery. He is responsib le  for p resenting  to  the G eneral A ssem bly  fo r its 
review  all the M inutes o f the Presbytery w hich have been approved by  the 
Presbytery and w hich have not been previously review ed by the G eneral A ssem 
bly. If a Presbytery has its M inutes bound at regu lar in tervals, M inutes o f 
m eetings w hich w ere held before the tim e set in 9-11 m ay be subm itted  as 
reproductions o f the typew ritten  orig inals.

10. The M inutes o f  the Presbytery  should include a copy o f  the G uidelines for 
K eeping Presbytery M inutes and a copy o f  the report received from  the S tated 
C lerk  o f the G eneral A ssem bly concerning  the M inutes review ed by the A ssem 
bly.
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Item  2. Add to 8-1 in line 2 (p. 367, M 9thG A ) after 'ex cep t reports o f ’ and 
before ‘Ad Interim  C o m m ittees,’ ‘T he C om m ittees on  R eview  and C ontro l o f 
P resbyteries an d ’ .
Item  3. Rem ove from  8-1, the listing o f a  com m ittee  o f com m issioners for
R eview  and C ontrol o f Presbyteries (Item  10) and renum ber the rem ainder.
Item  4. Rem ove 8-15. R eview  o f Presbytery M inutes, (adopted  by T enth  G en 
eral A ssem bly .)
Item  5. Rem ove 8-16. G uidelines for E xam ining Presbytery  M inutes.
Item  6. Rem ove 8-17. G uidelines for Exam ining  Presbytery  M inutes.
Item  7. R enum ber present IX , X , X I, and X II, respectively , as X . X I, X II, and
X III .’
By consensus the recom m endation  w as that im plem entation  w ould include the 
appointm ent o f  a convener for the first year by the m oderato r o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly.

D efeated fo r  lack o f  two! thirds vote, reconsidered and  
adopted in §11-39, p . 103. 

(Recommendations 18-27 appointing Judicial Com m issions to 
adjudicate cases were acted upon.(§11-21, p. 69ff) 

28. That the Interim Advice o f the SCJB in response to a letter from the Session 
of the New Life Presbyterian Church o f Charlotte, North Carolina, dated 
July 2, 1982, be ratified.

i t  is the opinion o f the Sub-committee on Judicial Business that it would 
be im proper for the Sub-committee to predeterm ine matters regarding 
which a com plaint has been filed or about which a Com m ission has been 
appointed; therefore, the Permanent Sub-committee on Judicial Business 
refers the m atter to the Judicial Com mission of Central Carolina Presby
te ry .’ Adopted

29. That the following interim advice o f the SCJB in response to Reference 2 
from G ulf Coast Presbytery (p. 50F), dated October 16, 1982, be ratified:
Q U E ST IO N  I: ’Is the Presbytery denied the right to exam ine a m an and to judge  him  to be in 
e rro r o r heretical on the basis o f C hap ter 19 o f  the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith , and 
particu larly  on the basis o f C hap ter 19. paragraph 4 ? ’
No. T he jud icia l decision  o f the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly did not deny this right o f  the 
P resbytery. Such a judgm ent should be supported by specific ev idence so that the e rro r or 
heresy m ight be dem onstrated  and proved. It should be noted that both judicia l decisions and 
in thesi statem ents are alike in that they are in terpretation o f G o d ’s W ord m ade by a court o f 
the C hurch . W hile they do not supersede the C onstitu tion , they m ust be subm itted  to unless 
they contradict the C onstitu tion  and the W ord. It has only recently  been d iscovered  that the 
M inutes o f  the Seventh  G enera l A ssem bly  are incorrect on page 115. R ecom m endation  22. 
paragraph c , should read:

'T hat the G eneral A ssem bly affirm  that no particu lar view  o f  the application  o f the 
jud icia l law for today should be m ade a basis for o rthodoxy o r excluded as heresy in so 
far as this view  is in accord  w ith paragraph a ab o v e .’
Paragraph a ., w hich is c ited , reads:
‘That since the term  ’theonom y’ in its s im plest defin ition  m eans 'G o d ’s L aw ’, the 
G eneral A ssem bly affirm s the W estm inster C onfession o f  F a ith . C hap ter 19. and L arger  
C atechism , Q uestions 93-150, as a broad but adequate defin ition  o f theonom y ’ 

Q U E ST IO N  2: ’Are all view s defin ing  them selves by the term  theo n o m y ’ excluded as a basis 
for exam ination  for licensure o r o rd ina tion? '
The Statem ent o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly notes that theonom y has vary ing  d e fin itio n s . 

'T here  is no single w ell-defined school o f  thought know n as ’T h eonom y’ . T he term  
sim ply m eans G o d ’s law ’. G reat d ifficulties arise in defin ing  the term  in our present 
theological clim ate because it has been used in a great variety  o f w ays by thinkers as 
liberal as Paul T illich  and as conservative  as H erm an R id d erb o s.' (M 7 G A . p. 194.)
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N either the S tatem ent o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly on theonom y ' nor the judicia l 
decision  o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly elim inated  view s o f  'th eo n o m y ’ from  theological 
exam inations. No view  o f the application  o f  the jud icia l law contrary  to W estm inster 
C onfession  o f  F a ith . C hap ter 19. paragraph 4 . is acceptable
Q U E ST IO N  3: 'A re  all view s o f  the applicability  o f G o d 's  jud ic ia l law for today to be 
regarded as acceptable in the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica? '
All view s o f the application o f the jud ic ia l law not contrary  to W estm inster C onfession  o f  
F aith . C hap ter 19. paragraph 4 . are to be regarded as acceptable w ithin the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica.
Q U E ST IO N  4: H ow is the d irective that G u lf C oast is 'to  give direct guidance to M r. Fell 
concerning  any diffic iencies o f  theology in reference to specific B iblical and confessional 
m atters p rior to his exam ination  for o rd ina tion ' to be related to current procedures p rescribed 
in the BC O  concerning  exam ination  for o rd ina tion? ’
The judicia l decision  o f  the T enth G eneral A ssem bly was not intended to add to the norm al 
procedures, but sim ply to rem ind the Presbytery o f its ord inary  responsib ilities o f candidate 
oversight Isee BC O  18-1, 18-4. and M 9C A . page 142— O nly the one year o f  licensure 
requirem ent o f the new  procedures has been exem pted  for candidates o r sem inarians already 
in process.
Q U E ST IO N  5: Are the penal sanctions o f the judicia l law s o f  the O ld T estam ent, such as 
those found in D euteronom y 13. part o f  the general equity  and. therefore , are they to be 
applied today as they w ere to the State o f  Israel, assum ing the governm ent was a righteous 
governm ent according  to the truth o f G od? '

All law s o f  the O ld Testam ent w ere equitable  for the era for w hich they w ere d esigned. But 
great care m ust be taken to determ ine precisely how  they apply to the present era. In the case 
o f D euteronom y 13. in w hich the state is d irected  to execute any individual who attem pts in 
private to lead som eone to w orship  another god. and to annihilate all m em bers o f a com m u
nity that w orship another god. it is the in terpretation o f  the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  that 
the legislation applies to the distinctive era in w hich Israel w as established  by specific  divine 
revelation  as His theocratic  nation, and should not be enforced  by the state in the present era.

Adopted
(C om m issioners requesting negative votes on this paragraph were:

Don C odling  Ken G entry John O tis
Joel Beezley T ed L ester M ichael Schneider
A lan M cCall G lenn C. M arshall D ennis M ehall
Larry E. Ball S teve Stat Peter Stazen II
Jam es R. G riffith  B ailey C . C adm an S teve W ilkins
C arl W . Bogue D avid D ively Jeffrey  D. B rotherton
Jim  Jones Rod L. M ays Terry W . Eakin
Jerry I M aguire D avid J. B rew er D onald S. Stone
R ichard A. Fraser D avid O sborne Byron Snapp
John T . D eB ardeleben G ary Englestad 

Since there are differences o f opinion with regard to the application and 
'general equity ' o f the various penal sanctions, this declaration shall not be 
used by the courts o f  the Church to bind the conscience of elders in the PCA.

Adopted
30. That the com m unication to the Sub com m ittee from the Session o f the First 

Presbyterian Church of Dothan, Alabama, be answered by reference to the 
proposed am endment to BCO  24-9 (see Recom mendation 3) and the 
following response:

‘In as much as the phrase 'retaining full privileges of his office’ in 
BCO  24-9 could be interpreted to mean that the elder or deacon 
em eritus could exercise the right to vote, the SCJB is recommending 
that the Eleventh General Assembly amend BCO  24-9 to provide that 
the elder or deacon em eritus may attend session or deacon meetings 
respectively, and may participate fully in the discussion; but may not 
vo te .' A dopted
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31. That the request stated in the letters o f the Sessions o f the Olathe 
Presbyterian Church in America, O lathe, Kansas, and the Bible Pres
byterian Church, M errill, W isconsin, grouped as Reference 4 (p. 52), that 
the appropriate  G eneral A ssem bly com m ittee consider the d iffe ren t 
exegeses of Scripture concerning divorce be answered in the negative. 
GROUNDS:
1. W estminster Confession o f  Faith, XXIV, VI, is clear that only ‘adul

tery, or such wilful desertion as can no way be remedied by the 
church, or civil m agistrate,' are lawful grounds for divorce.

2. Neither party has exhausted proper constitutional process to resolve 
the conflict (see BCO  32-9 ,40-5). Adopted

32. That the following interim advice of the SCJB to Reference 5 from Grace 
Presbytery (p. 52) regarding BCO  18-7 and dual candidacy be rejected and 
referred back to the SCJB for further study and report to the 12th General 
Assembly: ‘The first sentence of BCO  18-7, 'The Presbytery may, upon 
application of the candidate, give a certificate of dism ission to another 
Presbytery’, would indicate that the purpose o f the provision in the whole 
paragraph is to allow the candidate to become a candidate o f another 
Presbytery while retaining membership in his home church. This para
graph does not allow for 'dual candidacy,’ although BCO  19-1 and 19-5 
allow for multiple licensure. Approval o f both presbyteries is required, 
first of all, for dismission by the Presbytery of the home church; and 
secondly, for proper reception by the receiving Presbytery. The provisions 
of BCO  18-2 indicate ’Every applicant for the ministry must put him self 
under the care of Presbytery, which should ordinarily be the Presbytery 
that has jurisdiction of the church of which he is m em ber.’ Only one 
Presbytery should have jurisdiction. ’No man can serve two m asters.”

Adopted
33. Advice regarding reference 1. §11-21,27, pp. 71ff. Adopted
34. That the following interim advice of the SCJB to Reference 7 from the 

Session o f the Village Chapel Presbyterian Church in America of New 
Bern, North Carolina, be referred to the Judicial Com m ission which was 
elected to adjudicate Case 9, Hamilton et al. vs. Eastern Carolina Presby
tery.

Regarding questions one through six (of the letter dated March 1,1983,): 
it would be improper for the SCJB to respond to questions that may 
properly be redressed through com plaint or review and control o f Presby
tery.
Regarding question seven: Congregational meetings may be called for 
other purposes than stated in the question. BCO  25-2 states that a con
gregational meeting may be called for anything which ‘may seem for the 
best interests o f the church .’
GROUNDS:

1. It was the opinion o f the SCJB that the questions in this letter were 
proposed on the basis o f actions that may have been taken by Eastern 
C arolina P resbytery . T herefo re, any answ ers m ight have prejudiced 
proper possible constitutional procedures. If these questions had been 
com pletely neutral, answers might have been proposed.
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2. In view of the fact that question seven involved a strict interpreta
tion o f the B C O , the answer above was proposed. Adopted

35. That Overture 1 from Southwest Presbytery (p. 41) regarding BCO  25-11 be 
answered in the negative. Adopted

36. That Overture 2 from the Presbytery of Louisiana (p. 41) regarding BCO  
38-2 be referred to the SCJB for study and recommendation to the 12th 
General Assembly. Adopted

37. That Overture 3 from the Presbytery of Southern Florida (p. 41) be referred 
to the SCJB for study and recommendation to the 12th General Assembly.

A dopted
38. That Overture 4 from the Presbytery of Philadelphia (p. 41) regarding a 

definition of ‘out of bounds' and presbytery oversight o f calls outside of 
jurisdiction be answered by reference to BCO  20-1 and to the proposed 
BCO  am endment in Recom mendation 9. Adopted

39. That Overture 6 from Oklahom a Presbytery (p. 42) regarding a clarifica
tion on BCO  10-3 be answered in the negative with reference to BCO  10-3.

Adopted
40. That Overture 7 from Oklahom a Presbytery (p. 42) regarding a BCO  

am endment concerning Presbytery Minutes be answered by Recom m en
dation 18.

Adopted
41. That Overture 8 from Illiana Presbytery (p. 42) requesting that the General 

Assembly rescind a portion of the Seventh General A ssem bly’s in thesi 
statement on 'Theonom y' be answered in the negative, with reference to 
the interim advice of the SCJB on Reference 2 from G ulf Coast Presbytery 
(see Recom mendation 27) and the answer to Overture 9 (see Recom m en
dation 39).
GROUNDS:

1. The record o f the Seventh General A ssem bly’s in thesi statement on 
'Theonom y' in the M7GA was not correct in that a very specific limit 
regarding acceptable views of 'Theonom y' was om itted (see M 7G A, 7-49, 
p. 115, 22c): 'in  so far as this view is in accord with paragraph a. above.' 
This error was not noted until the SCJB began studying Reference 2.

2. P re sb y te rie s  have the liberty  w ith in  the p a ra m e te rs  o f  the 
C onfession o f  F aith . Adopted

42. That Overture 9 from G ulf Coast Presbytery (p. 42) requesting that the 
General Assembly rescind the Seventh General A ssem bly 's in thesi state
ment on 'Theonom y' be answered in the negative. Adopted

43. That Overture 10 from Grace Presbytery (p. 43) regarding an am endment 
to BCO  19-2-C be referred to the SCJB for study and recom m endation to 
the 12th General Assembly, with special effort being given to harmonizing 
Overture 10 and BCO  21-4. Adopted

44. That Overture 11 from Grace Presbytery (p. 43) be answered in the 
affirmative with the word 'scruple ' being changed to 'exception or reserva
t io n '.

Adopted and then subsequently referred to the Judicial Business 
Committee. See Recommendation 61, p . 101.

45. That Overture 14 from the Presbytery of the Southwest (p. 43) regarding 
the am endments to BCO 8 and 15 proposed by the Tenth General Assembly 
and sent to the presbyteries for advice and consent be affirmed with the
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recom m endation that the General assembly be advised to reject the pro
posed am endments; that the whole matter be recom m itted to the SCJB for 
further study in consultation with MTW  to report to the Twelfth General 
Assembly; and that the authorization ‘to instruct, exam ine, and license 
candidates for the gospel ministry in accordance with BCO  14-6’ (M10GA,
10-91 p. 119) be extended.
GROUND;

1. The Overture from the Presbytery of the Southwest raises serious 
questions which are not addressed by the proposed am endm ents. A dopted

46. That Overture 15 from the Presbytery of the Southwest (p. 44) regarding 
BCO  13-2 and laboring out-of-bounds be referred to the SCJB for study and 
recom m endation to the 12th General Assembly. Adopted

47. That Overture 20 from Calvary Presbytery (p. 44) regarding TE expenses 
at General assembly be answered in the affirm ative and sent to the SCJB 
for further study and recommendation to the 12th General Assembly.

Adopted
48. That Overture 21 from Illiana Presbytery (p. 45) regarding Church M em

bership be answered in the negative.
GROUND:
1. The BCO  is sufficiently clear on this matter. The BCO  does not intend 
to remove either responsibility or discretion from the local session in its 
function to determine a ‘credible profession o f faith’ on the part o f those 
seeking membership in the local body . Adopted

49. That Overture 22 from Illiana (p. 45) regarding M embership Vows be 
approved with regard to its substance: and that the m atter be referred to the 
SCJB for refinem ent. Adopted

50. That Overture 25 from Great Lakes Presbytery (p. 45) regarding an 
election o f Ruling Elder Com missioners to Presbytery by Presbytery be 
answered in the negative on the grounds that 1) the proposed am endment 
may contradict paragraph 2 of BCO  31-1 which makes provision for 
multiple RE representation elected by the churches; and 2) the proposal 
does not allow sessions to choose their com m issioners. Adopted

51. That Overture 26 from Great Lakes Presbytery (p. 46) concerning corres
ponding and visiting brethren be answered in the negative on the ground 
that the current provisions o f BCO  13-12 are adequate and allow Presby
teries to seat whom soever they w ill. Adopted

52. That the following interim advice in regards to Reference 9 from the 
Sessions of the Lakeshore and Prosperity Presbyterian Churches regarding 
the relation of the interim advice in regard to Reference 6 (see Recom m en
dation 31) to the business o f a called meeting o f Central Carolina Presby
tery be ratified:

‘It was the intention of the SCJB in recommending that the Eleventh 
General Assembly appoint a judicial com mission to adjudicate all 
related matters that the entire m atter be held in abeyance until the 
Eleventh General Assembly; and that the SCJB advises Central Car
olina Presbytery that the members o f NLPC who may have been 
improperly dism issed should be considered members o f NLPC pend
ing final adjudication, that Central Carolinas Presbytery could dis
solve the pastoral rela tionsh ip  under m ost ex trao rd inary  c ircum 
stances in a clear case for the good of the church, but that the SCJB 
believes it is not advisable or proper at this time to dissolve the
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relationship. Central Carolina Presbytery is to note in the interim 
advice o f the SCJB, February 12, 1983, that the Presbytery is to 
’enjoin all members of the NLPC to fulfill their m em bership vows of 
faithful attendance and financial support. ’ ’ Adopted

53. That the following advice to the Stated Clerk regarding the General 
A ssem bly’s ‘review ’ of Covenant Theological Seminary be ratified:

‘It is the understanding of the SCJB that the word ‘review ’ (see 
M 9GA, §9-43, III, J, 5, i, p. 100) in the Joining and Receiving 
Agreem ent means that the General Assembly has the final responsi
bility in regards to decisions relating to Covenant Theological Sem i
nary .’

(NOTE: see also Recom m endation 54) Adopted
54. That the Eleventh General Assembly direct the COA to establish guide

lines for a working relationship and due process between Covenant C ol
lege and Covenant Theological Seminary and the courts o f the PCA. The 
study should be done in consultation with the Boards o f Covenant College 
and Covenant Theological Sem inary. Adopted

55. That the following interim advice given to Southwest Presbytery in rela
tion to Reference 3 (p. 51) concerning Presbytery approval o f changes in 
the terms of m inisters’ calls be ratified:
BCO  20-1 indicates that Presbytery must approve the call o f a pastor. The 

call establishes the relationship of the pastor to the calling body. The BCO  
is silent concerning am ending the call; however, in as much as the initial 
relationship must be approved by Presbytery, it would follow that if any 
changes are made in the original call, the Presbytery would necessarily 
have to approve the changes in the call for the protection o f both the pastor 
and the calling bod y .’ A dopted

56. That Overture 28 from Central Florida Presbytery (p. 46) regarding pro
cedures for voting on BCO  am endments be answered in the negative on the 
ground that the proposal could result in greater confusion and contradiction 
if one portion o f related am endments failed and another portion passed.

Adopted
57. That Overture 29 from St. Louis Presbytery (p. 46) regarding an advisory 

editorial com m ittee be answered in the negative on the grounds that several 
previous efforts to write broad revisions to the BCO  have been rejected 
whereas specific changes have often been approved. A dopted

58. That Com m unication 3 from New River Presbytery concerning confes
sional subscription (§11-9, p. 36) be received as inform ation. A dopted

59. That Overture 33A from Central Carolina Presbytery (p. 46) regarding the 
am endment o f BCO  24 be referred to the perm anent SCJB for study and 
report to the 12th General Assembly as to the legitim acy o f the rotational 
system. A dopted

60. That Overture 33B from Central Carolina Presbytery (p. 47) regarding an 
am endment o f BCO  13 be answered in the negative. A dopted

61. That Overture 37 from St. Louis Presbytery (p. 47) regarding confessional 
subscription be answered in the affirmative as am ended as follows: 
Whereas, there have been two related decisions made by the Eleventh 
General Assembly over Recom mendations 4 and 44 with regard to ordi- 
nands and licentiates writing down their reservations and exceptions to the 
Confession o f  Faith and Catechisms;
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Whereas, there was a difference in the two recom m endations in that 
Recom mendation 4 required a three-fourths vote and Recom m endation 44 
a simple majority for the candidates with reservations and exceptions to be 
accepted;
Whereas, Recommendation 4 was answered in the negative forordinands 
and Recom mendation 44 was answered in the afffirmative for licentiates, 
perhaps because of the difference in the requirem ents for candidates to be 
accepted;
Whereas, ordinands would more ably be in a position to declare their final 
positions with regard to the Confession than licentiates, who are yet under 
training and preparation for ministry and may still have some theological 
study and reflection with regard to their final positions;
Therefore be it resolved that the issues involved in both Recom m enda
tions 4, 44 and 58 be referred back to the Sub-committee on Judicial 
B usiness to bring a unified recom m endation  to the T w elfth  G eneral 
Assembly with regard to both licentiates and ordinands. Adopted

62. That the minutes of the Sub-committee on Judicial Business be approved 
w ithoutexception. Adopted

63. That Personal Resolution 10 (p. 65) from RE Robert W ilcox be answered 
in the negative. A dopted

Respectfully submitted,
T o m  M c C a l l i e , C h a i r m a n  

R o b e r t  G .  S c h w a n e b e c k , S e c r e t a r y  

T e d  L e s t e r , S e c r e t a r y

Roll of the committee of com m issioners present:

Ascension TE
Calvary RE
Central Carolina TE
Central Florida RE
Central Georgia RE
Covenant TE
Eastern Carolina TE
Evangel RE
Grace TE
Great Lakes RE
Uliana TE
James River TE
Louisiana RE
Mississippi RE
New Jersey RE
New River TE
Northeast TE
North Georgia TE
Siouxlands TE
Southern Florida RE
Tennessee Valley RE
W arrior TE
W estm inster TE



JOURNAL 103

(C lerk’s note: Recom m endations 27-59 were handled in §11-39. The full report is 
presented here for easier reference.)

11-37 Recess
The order of the day arrived, and the Assembly recessed with prayer by TE Floyd 

Haan at 5:00 p.m .

MINUTES— TUESDAY EVENING
June 14, 1983

Fifth Session
11-38 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly reconvened at 7:30 p .m . with the singing of two verses o f ‘O the Deep, 
Deep Love o f Jesus’ and prayer by RE Rene Schmidt.

11-39 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business Continued
The Assembly returned to consideration of the report on Judicial Business, and 

recom m endations 27 - 39 were handled at this time.
The Recom mendations were interrupted in order to consider a motion to reconsider 

Recom mendation 18, defeated earlier by lack of a two-thirds majority at the afternoon 
session. The motion was reconsidered and motion was carried by the necessary two- 
thirds vote.

Recom mendation 37, earlier delayed, was presented and adopted.
The report as a whole was am ended  to delete all o f Recom mendation 27, part II. 

(p. 49)
A motion was made and seconded that the General Assembly ask Central Carolina 

Presbytery to correct its action in suspending the session o f the New Life Presbyterian 
Church since the Book o f  Church O rder does not give a presbytery the right to suspend a 
session. On motion this motion was tabled. The report as a whole was adopted with the 
exception o f Recom mendations 1 and 2, since these matters were postponed.

11-40 Personal Resolutions
Personal resolutions were received and referred as follows: 10 from TE Robert D. 

W ilcox, to the Com m ittee o f Com m issioners on Judicial Business; 11 from TE Frank J. 
Smith et al, to the Com m ittee of Com m issioners on Bills and O vertures; and 12 from TE 
Fredrick C. Fowler, to the Com mittee o f Com missioners on Mission to North America.

A personal resolution to take an offering to meet some of the needs previously 
mentioned was not received.

11-41 Recess
On motion the Assembly voted to recess and TE Daniel Thom pson led in the closing 

prayer at 10:52 p.m .

MINUTES— WEDNESDAY MORNING
June 15,1983

Sixth Session

11-42 Assembly Reconvened
The Assembly was reconvened at 8:00 a.m . with the singing o f ‘Rejoice, Ye People, 

Homage G ive’ and prayer led by RE Gerald W. Sovereign. Former M oderator W. Jack
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W illiamson assumed the chair at the request o f the M oderator.

11-43 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Stewardship
RE Gerald W. Sovereign, chairm an, led in prayer and presented the report o f the 

Com m ittee |A ppendix , pp. ]. Recom mendations were voted as follows.

I. Business Referred to the Committee:
A. Report and Recom mendations of the Permanent Sub-com m ittee on Ste

wardship M inistries (Appendix N, p. 279)
B. M inutes o f PSCSM , October 1-2,1982; Decem ber 10,1982; February 4-5, 

1983; M arch 26, 1983; and June 7, 1983.
C. Audit report for PSCSM for the year ending December 31, 1982.
D. Audit reports o f the permanent com m ittees, subcommitttees and agencies 

o f the General Assembly.
E. Assignm ents made by previous General Assemblies.

II. M ajor Issues Discussed:
The majority o f the time of the Com m ittee o f Com m issioners on Stewardship 
was spent in discussion of budgets and o f the recom m endations of PSCSM  for 
G eneral A ssem bly reorganization . The assignm ent o f the N inth G eneral 
Assembly to PSCSM regarding long-range planning and goal setting was 
discussed to a limited extent, but it was noted that the Sub-com m ittee has not 
had sufficient time to develop a recom m endation on this issue. The overall 
financial situation among the com m ittees, including the present crisis, was 
considered and discussed.

III. Recommendations:
1. That the minutes of O ctober 1-2, 1982; December 10, 1982, and February 

4-5 ,1983, be approved with notations. A dopted
2. That the minutes of M arch 26, 1983, be approved with one exception: that 

budgets were not requested from or approved for Covenant College and 
Covenant Theological Sem inary. Adopted

3. That the minutes o f June 7 ,1983 , be approved with one exception: that the 
meeting was not opened with prayer. A dopted

4. That the audit report for PSCSM for the year ending December 31,1982 be 
approved. A dopted

5. That the period of October 15, 1983, through Sunday, N ovem ber 6, 1983, 
be recom m ended as S tew ardship  C om m itm ent Season w ith S unday , 
Novem ber 6th designated as Stewardship Com m itm ent Sunday. Adopted

6. That each church be encouraged to use the 1983 Stewardship materials.
A dopted

7. That each church be encouraged to participate in a Stewardship Seminar 
when it is made available in their area. A dopted

8. That all churches review carefully their giving to PCA causes in com 
parison with their giving to non-PC A Benevolences, and that all churches 
be encouraged to increase their support o f PCA needs. Adopted

9. That the 1983 amended budget of the Sub-committee on Stewardship be 
approved. (Appendix N, p. 295) A dopted

10. That the proposed 1984 budget for the work of Stewardship be approved. 
(Appendix N, p. 295) A dopted

11. That the amended 1983 budget for the Com mittee on Adm inistration be 
approved. (Appendix N, p. 293) A dopted
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12. That the proposed 1984 budget for the Com m ittee on Adm inistration be 
approved. (Appendix N, p. 293) Adopted

13. That the funding activities of CO A place greater em phasis on the operating 
needs o f the Com m ittee. Adopted

14. That the General Assembly assist the COA by approving a church-wide 
one-time Special Offering to first, retire their indebtedness, and then, to 
help meet the 1983-1984 budget needs. Adopted

15. T hat the am ended 1983 Insurance, A nnuities and R e lie f budget be
approved. (Appendix N , p . 291) Adopted

16. T hat the proposed  1984 Insurance, A nnuities and R elie f budget be
approved. (Appendix N, p. 291) Adopted

17. That the revised 1983 M ission to the W orld budget be approved. (Appen- 
d ix N ,p .2 8 2 )  Adopted

18. That the proposed 1984 Mission to the W orld budget be approved. (Appen
dix N, p. 282) Adopted

19. That the revised 1983 SIMA budget be approved. (Appendix N, p. 284)
Adopted

20. That the proposed 1984 SIM A budget be approved (Appendix N, p. 284 )
Adopted

21. That the proposed 1984 Christian Education and Publications budget be 
approved including a growth budget o f $38,000. (Appendix N , p. 286)

Adopted
22. That the proposed 1984 Mission to North Am erica budget be approved as 

am ended (Appendix N, P. 289 ), including a growth budget o f $270,000.
Adopted

23. That the proposed 1984 Ridge Haven budget be approved, (p. 286)
A dopted

24. That the revised 1983 PCA Foundation budget be approved, (p. 294)
A dopted

25. That the proposed 1984 PCA Foundation budget be approved, (p. 294)
Adopted

26. That the proposed 1984 budgets o f Covenant College and Covenant The
ological Seminary be presented to the 11th General Assembly by their 
respective Com m ittees o f C om m issioners. Adopted

27. That PSCSM  or its successor request and review the budgets o f Covenant 
College and Covenant Theological Seminary and that the appropriate 
Com m ittee o f Com m issioners present those budgets together with all other 
budgets to General Assembly. (This recom m endation is in keeping with 
Par. V on p. .) Adopted

28. That the perm anent com m ittees and boards of agencies be instructed to 
ensure that their audits are reconciled with their statements o f actual 
expenditures as contained in their docum entation submitted in support of 
proposed budgets. Adopted

29. That the perm anent com m ittees be instructed to use a standard format in 
their presentations of budgets for approval and that, where feasible, 
agencies use the same format. Adopted

30. That the Assembly express its appreciation for the work o f the Director o f 
Stewardship M inistries, Mr. M. E. ‘Pappy’ How land, and his staff, and
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that the Assembly approve Mr. Howland as Director o f Stewardship 
through the 1984 Assembly. (Appendix N, p. 279) Adopted

31. That General Assembly requests in Item 14 (c, d, and z)M 10G A , p. 116be 
answered by referral to the PSCSM Plan o f Reorganization (Appendix N, 
p. ) Adopted

32. That the Plan for General Assembly Reorganization (Attachm ent K) be 
approved as amended. (Appendix N, p. 296) A dopted

ATTACHMENT K 

PLAN FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY REORGANIZATION

IN T R O D U C T IO N : AS T H E  PSCSM  review ed the p resent C om m ittee  and A gency structure o f  the P C A , the 
PSCSM  believed it to be best to return to the initial PCA  concept that the program s o f  G eneral A ssem bly  w ould 
be conducted  through four perm anent program  com m ittees, i .e . .  C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , C om m ittee  on 
C hristian  Education  and Publications, C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , and C om m ittee  on M ission  to 
the W o rld . T he G eneral A ssem bly  now  has o ther w orks w hich are conducted  through special A gencies such as 
C ovenant C ollege, C ovenant T heological Sem inary , R idge H aven, Insurance, A nnuities, and R elief, and the 
PCA  Foundation . By this action it is recognized that the PCA Foundation  is an agency ra ther than a sub 
com m ittee  o f C O A . (A ppendix , p. 931) W e conceive these A gencies as specially  related to the G eneral 
A ssem bly . Each o f the A gencies should have com m unication , m utual encouragem ent and cooperation  as 
related to one o f  the Perm anent C om m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , with the C h ie f Executive O fficer being 
an advisory  m em ber o f the Perm anent C om m ittee to w hich his A gency relates. All o f these Perm anent Program  
C om m ittees and A gencies w ill be financially  coordinated  through the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion . By 
‘financially  coo rd ina ted ’ we m ean, as explained in the ‘bod y ’ o f the report, that this is an audit function , not a 
control and d irective  function , by an adm inistratively responsib le  body, i .e . ,  C O A . (A ppendix , p. ) W e believe 
this w ill g ive us a w orkable concept w hich is consistent w ith our initial organ ization . T herefore, the PSCSM  
m akes the fo llow ing recom m endations:

I That the G eneral A ssem bly approve and recom m end to the presbyteries the fo llow ing changes: 
That the BC O  14-1-12 be changed to read:
The A ssem bly  Perm anent C om m ittees are the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  (C O A ), C om m ittee  

on C hristian  Education and Publications (C E P ), C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica (M N A ), 
and C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld (M TW ).

'T he  C O A  shall consist o f 16 men: ten at-large m em bers w ith one ruling and and one teaching  e lder 
elected  on odd years and tw o ruling elders/one teaching  e lder and tw o teaching  e lders/one ruling 
elder a lternately elected  on even years (A ppendix  , p. . ) to serve four-year te rm s, w hich consist o f 
four c lasses o f  tw o men each on odd years and three m en each  on even years. C E P , M N A , and 
M TW  shall each  appoin t one ruling e lder and one teaching  e lder to serve as m em bers o f C O A . At 
least one o f those appointed shall be the chairm an and /or the v ice-chairm an. (A ppendix  . p. 931) 
The chairm an o f  CO A  shall be one o f the ten at-large m em bers. C O A  shall have one ruling and one 
teaching  e lder as alternates to fill any vacancy that m ay occur during  the year in its at-large 
m em bership.

C E P, M N A , and M TW  shall consist o f 14 m en d iv ided  into four c lasses o f  three m en each on odd 
years and four m en each on even years, elected  to serve four-year term s. C E P , M N A , and M TW  
C om m ittees shall have one ruling and one teaching  e lder as alternates to fill any vacancy that m ay 
occur during the year.

Persons w ho have served for a full term , o r for at least tw o years o f a partial term , on one o f  the 
A ssem bly 's  Perm anent C om m ittees o r A gencies shall not be e lig ib le for re-election  lo a n  A ssem bly 
C om m ittee until one year has elapsed  (E xceptions may be perm itted in A gency Bylaw s approved by

the A ssem bly). \ d 0p ted  atuj  Sent down to presbyteries fo r  advice and consent
11. That the follow ing changes be m ade in the Bylaws o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica:

A. That the title o f Article IV be changed to read 'P erm anen t C om m ittees and A g e n c ie s .’
B. That A rticle IV , Section 1, be changed to read: The affairs o f  the C orporation  and the

program s o f the A ssem bly shall be conducted  prim arily  through Perm anent C om m ittees. The
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Perm anent C om m ittees (C E P , C O A , M TW , M N A ) are constitu ted  by the prov isions o f  the 
B ook o f  C hurch O rder. C erta in  A gencies have been established by the G eneral A ssem bly  for 
spec ia l fu n c tio n s , nam ely : C o v en an t C o lleg e , C o venan t T h eo lo g ica l S e m in a ry , R idge 
H aven, Insurance, A nnuities and R elief, and PCA Foundation . Special com m ittees are 
elected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  to perform  specific tasks, nam ely , the Judicial B usiness 
C o m m itte e , In te rC h u rch  R elations  C o m m itte e , N om ina ting  C o m m itte e , C o m m ittee  on 
Review  and C ontro l o f P resbyteries and T heological Exam ining  C om m ittee .
1. Perm anent com m ittees m ay appoint sub-com m ittees for specific tasks o r areas o f 

responsib ility  assigned by the G eneral A ssem bly , according  to the fo llow ing guidelines:
a. M em bership  o f sub-com m ittees may include men not e lected  to the Perm anent 

C om m ittee , provided the sub com m ittee chairm an is a Perm anent C om m ittee  
m em ber.

b. All policies and p rocedures o f  a sub-com m ittee m ust be approved by the P erm a
nent C om m ittee p rior to im plem entation.

c. The staff o f a sub-com m ittee  is contro lled  by the Perm anent C om m ittee  through 
its coordinator.

d. A sub-com m ittee shall not have a separate C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners.
2. Each A gency shall relate to one o f the four Perm anent C om m ittees as assigned by the 

A ssem bly  according  to the follow ing guidelines:
a. T rustees o r D irectors shall be elected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  according  to the 

sam e provisions o f the S C O /A ssem bly  Bylaws for the e lection  o f Perm anent 
com m ittees, excep t that the num ber o f c lasses, length o f term s, elig ib ility  for 
reelection , and balance o f  teaching  and ruling e lders m ay vary  according  to 
A gency B ylaws.

b. The C h ief Executive O fficer o f the A gency shall be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 
Perm anent C om m ittee  to w hich the A gency is related. T ravel expenses shall be 
paid by the A gency.

c. The C oord inato r o f the related Perm anent C om m ittee shall be an advisory  m em ber 
o f the B oard o f the A gency. In the case o f  C ovenan t Theological S em inary , the 
C oord inato r o f the related Perm anent C om m ittee shall attend the m eetings o f  the 
Board at the B oard’s invitation. T ravel expenses shall be paid by the Perm anent 
C om m ittee.

d. The re la tionship  o f  the A gency to the Perm anent C om m ittee  shall be one o f 
com m unication , encouragem ent, and cooperation . T he re la tionship  shall include 
no fiscal o r adm inistra tive  responsibility  o r liability . Policies, p rocedures and s taff 
o f  the A gency shall be contro lled  by the Board o f T rustees o f that A gency.

e . A separate C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners shall review  the w ork o f  each  A gency in 
order to report to the A ssem bly concerning that A gency , in accordance w ith the 
B ylaw s o f the PCA and the Rules for A ssem bly O perations.

3. T he Special C om m ittees shall report directly  to the A ssem bly , w ith funding and 
adm inistrative functions carried  out by the C om m ittee on A dm in is tra tion .'

T hat A rticle IV , Section 3 , be changed to read:
'T he  Perm anent C om m ittees and A gencies shall, unless specifically  d irected  o therw ise by the 
G eneral A ssem bly , be authorized  to operate from  separate locations w ith separate o ffices and 
separate staff. The budget for each Perm anent C om m ittee and A gency shall be subm itted  to 
the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  w hich shall independently  evaluate  the proposed budget o f  
each Perm anent C om m ittee  and A gency and report to the A ssem bly  its considered  op inion  on 
the adoption  before the entire  denom ination . Should m odifications in budgets be deem ed 
necessary  by the A ssem bly , special care  shall be taken that changes not be m ade in such a way 
as to threaten the continuity  o r effectiveness o f  the C o m m ittee 's  o r A gency ’s m inistry . 
Budgets o f  C om m ittees and A gencies that are agreed upon by C O A  may be changed  only by a 
tw o-th irds vote o f the A ssem bly  com m issioners present at the tim e the budget is voted on. 
O therw ise, they m ay be changed by m ajority  vote. All funds received by the C o rp o ra tio n ...

The Board o f T rustees for the Insurance, A nnuity , and R elief Funds is concerned that in 
future years, the intent o f  this PLA N  for G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  R E O R G A N IZ A 
TIO N  m ay be lost, and the B oard 's  ability  to carry out its fiduciary responsib ilities on 
behalf o f its participants m ay be com prom ised .
A ccordingly , the B oard, in reliance upon assurances from  the Perm anent S ub-com m it
tee on S tew ardsh ip  M inistries (P SC SM ), understands that w ith respect to the B oards o f 
T rustees for C ovenan t C ollege, C ovenan t Theolo logical S em inary , R idge H aven, the
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PCA F oundation , and the Insurance, A nnuity , and R elief Funds:
1. T hat financial coordination  and independent evaluation  o f  the B oards' proposed 

budgets by the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  is fo r 'au d it purposes o n ly ’ (PSC SM  
language).

2. That in the event the C om m ittee  on  A dm inistration  d isagrees w ith the budget 
subm itted by one o f the B oards, in w hole o r any item  thereof, that the G eneral 
A ssem bly may adopt e ither the B o ard 's  budget o r  the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra 
tio n ’s recom m ended changes by sim ple m ajority .

3. That the requirem ent o f a tw o-th irds vote o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  applies only  to 
changes not recom m ended by the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , in itiated on  the 
floor o f the A ssem bly.

4. That under the C hart o f  C om m ittees and A gencies, F inancial C oord ination  is to 
the A ssem bly from  the B oards, and to the Boards from  the A ssem bly , and further 
that the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  is a 'f ilte r  upw ard ’ (PSC SM  language), and 
that the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  has no dow nw ard  authority .

D. That A rticle IV , Section 9, Paragraph E , be changed to read:
'E .T h e  Judicial B usiness C om m ittee

T here  shall be a Judicial B usiness C om m ittee  com posed o f e ight m em bers d iv ided  into 
four c lasses o f  tw o m em bers each serving four-year term s. Each class shall be com posed 
o f  one Teaching E lder and one R uling Elder.
T he Judicial B usiness C om m ittee shall advise the A ssem bly  on all constitu tional 
m atters, and betw een A ssem blies shall function  as advisory  to the S tated C lerk  and the 
C om m ittee on A dm in istra tion .'

E . That the w ords ‘sub-com m ittee’ and 'b o a rd ' be editorally  rem oved from  the A ssem bly  
B ylaw s w herever they occur in A rticle IV , Section 9 , Paragraphs F , and H . In Paragraph G ,
that the title be changed to 'B oards o f A gencies’ and that the w ord 'su b -co m m ittee ' be
rem oved w here it occurs.

F. That A rticle IV , Section 10, be deleted.
G . That A rticle IV , Section 11, be changed as follows:

In the second sentence, insert the w ord re tirem en t’ betw een 'th e ' and 'r e l ie f , ' so that the 
entire sentence reads, 'S p ec ifica lly , but not in lim itation thereof, the T rustees shall adm in ister 
the A nnuity p lans, the group insurance program s and the re lie f program s, except d isaster 
re lief, o f the C orpo ra tion .'

III. That the G eneral A ssem bly approve the following:
A. That all present functions and personnel o f the PSCSM  be assigned to the C om m ittee  on 

A dm inistration .
B. That the follow ing assignm ents be m ade and continued until changed in the subsequent 

A ssem bly:
1. That the C h ief Executive O fficer o f  Insurance, A nnuities and R elief be an advisory  

m em ber o f the C om m ittee on A dm inistration .
2. That the C h ief Executive O fficer o f the PCA Foundation  be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 

C om m ittee on A dm inistration.
3. That the C h ie f Executive O fficer o f R idge H aven be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 

C om m ittee for C hristian E ducation and Publications.
4. T hat the C h ief Executive O fficer o f C ovenant C ollege be an advisory m em ber o f  the 

C om m ittee  for C hristian Education and Publications.
5. That the C h ief Executive O fficer o f C ovenan t T heological Sem inary  be an advisory  

m em ber o f the C om m ittee for C hristian Education and Publications.
C. T hat during the interim  year in w hich presbyteries will vote on  the BC O  am endm ents 

proposed above:
1. That each  Perm anent C om m ittee continue to appoint an advisory  m em ber to the 

C om m ittee  on A dm inistration.
2. That the functions and personnel o f the PSCSM  be transferred  to  the C om m ittee  on 

A dm inistration  as soon as is practical.
D. That the PCA Foundation continue to be supported financially  by the C O A  through 1984, and 

that the C O A  in consultation  with the Foundation  be charged w ith the responsib ility  to 
recom m end to the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly the funding  p rocedure  fo r the F oundation , 
beginning  in 1985.

(C le rk 's  Note: See §11-48, III, 2, p. 113, w here a d ifferen t procedure w as adopted  for 1984.)
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IV . That the A ssem bly  adopt the attached o rganizational charts as representing  fairly the basic 
s tructures o f the A ssem bly.

V . That the G eneral A ssem bly  receive the fo llow ing as inform ation:
W e believe that the recom m endations in this report are consisten t w ith the letter and spirit 

enunciated  in the Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing o f  the R PCES (J and R) As to the B udgets o f A gencies, we 
believe that the language in J and R w hich deals w ith budgets speaks to  the m ethod by w hich these 
budgets are to be funded ra ther than w hether o r not such budgets w ere to be review ed by G eneral 
A ssem bly . W e find no  specific language in J and R w hich deals w ith the issue o f review  by G eneral 
A ssem bly  o f  A gency budgets. H ow ever, we believe that the principle is clearly  dealt w ith  in 
Item  5. i o f J and R w hich reads:

'S ince  the G eneral A ssem bly  is responsib le  for the conduct o f the w ork w hich the w hole 
church  does un ited ly , the pow ers and activ ities w hich it has delegated  to institu tions under its 
ju risd ic tion  shall alw ays be subject to review . It shall not delegate  any o f  its pow ers beyond its 
ow n recall so as to cease to be fully responsib le for the sp iritual oversight o f the entire  
d en o m in a tio n .' T herefore, we do  not believe that ou r recom m endations v iolate J and R, but 
are consisten t w ith the princip les stated therein . Adopted
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CHART OF COMMITTEES AND AGENCIES

1. PE R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E  O R G A N IZ A T IO N :

G eneral A ssem bly

C om m ittee on 
A dm inistration

C om m ittee on 
C hristian Education 
and Publications

C om m ittee on 
M ission to 
N orth A m erica

C om m ittee  on 
M ission to the 
W orld

2 . A G E N C Y  O R G A N IZ A T IO N :

C ovenant
C ollege

C ovenant
T heological
Sem inary

G eneral A ssem bly

Ridge Insurance,
H aven A nnuities and

R elief

PCA  Foundation

3 . SP E C IA L  C O M M IT T E E  O R G A N IZ A T IO N :

G eneral A ssem bly

Judicial
Business
C om m ittee

T heological
Exam ining
C om m ittee

N om inating
C om m ittee

Interchurch
R elations
C om m ittee

4. FIN A N C IA L  C O O R D IN A T IO N

G eneral A ssem bly

C om m ittee on 
A dm inistration

Perm anent C om m ittees 
and A gencies

5 . PE R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E  A N D  A G E N C Y  C O O R D IN A T IO N :

C om m ittee on 
A dm inistration

Insurance, A nnuities and R elief

PCA Foundation

C om m ittee  on 
C hristian Education 

and Publications

Ridge Haven

C ovenant C ollege

C ovenant T heological Sem inary
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33. That the preliminary study o f planning and goal setting for the PCA 
prepared by the consultant to PSCSM  be referred to the Com m ittee on 
Adm inistration for reporting back to the 1984 General Assembly and that 
copies o f the report be sent to the other perm anent com m ittees for their 
response and advice. Adopted

Footnote 1:
The Com m ittee of Com m issioners for Stewardship M inistries is constrained to bring to 
the attention o f the General Assembly what appears to be a necessity for deficit 
budgeting and deficit operation in carrying out the assignm ents o f the Com m ittee on 
Administration.

Your Com m ittee o f Com m issioners has struggled painfully with the approval o f the 
amended 1983 budget and with the proposed 1984 budget. It has only approved them 
with the understanding that the COA henceforth will operate within the limits o f its 
income.

Respectfully submitted,
G e r r y  S o v e r e i g n , C h a i r m a n  

F o r d  W i l l i a m s , S e c r e t a r y

Roll o f Com m ittee of Com m issioners present:
Calvary RE Ralph Price
Central Carolina TE A1 Saleeby
Covenant TE Ford W illiams
Evangel RE Mac Gardner
Grace TE Randall G. Richmond
G ulf Coast RE Gerry Sovereign
M ississippi Valley RE M. S. Bennett
North G eorgia TE W arren Gardner
St. Louis RE P. E. Barker
Tennessee Valley RE Stewart Bachman
W estern Carolina TE Bill Laxton
W estm inster TE Henry E. Johnson

T he A ssem bly  granted  perm ission  to T E  Steven B. Shum an to reg ister the fo llow ing dissent:

T w ish respectfu lly  to declare my d issent w ith the action o f the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  in the 
adoption  o f  the 1984 budgets and give the follow ing reasons:

1. Individual churches and m em bers know  the danger o f spending over the budget.
2. B ased upon the response o f the churches to the 1983 ask ings, the 1984 budget loom s 

very large.
3. Som e churches w hich support the G eneral A ssem bly  to the best o f  their ability  are w eary 

o f special appeals fo r funds.

On motion the report as a whole (excluding those items postponed) was 
received.
T E  Robert G . Schw anebeck requested  his negative vote on  this m otion recorded.

11-44 Worship Service
TE J . Archie M oore led in a closing prayer and the Assembly moved to the order o f the 

day, worship under the leadership o f the Presbytery of North G eorgia. TE M itchell Hall, 
Jr. called the Assembly to worship and all joined to sing ‘Com e, Thou Almighty K ing .’ 
Following prayer by TE H. Young Park, TE H. Ben W ilkinson read M atthew 9:35-10:1 
and preached the serm on, inviting all to join him to ‘pray the Lord o f the harvest’ to send
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forth laborers for the harvest. W orship concluded with the singing o f ‘Stand Up, Stand 
Up for Jesus’ and prayer by TE Ben W ilkinson, and the Assembly stood in recess at 12:15 
p.m .

MINUTES— WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
June 15, 1983

Seventh Session

11-45 Assembly Reconvened
M oderator Austin called the Assembly back to order at 1:30 p.m . with the singing of 

T h e  Lord’s My Shepherd’ and prayer led by TE David M. Bryan.

11-46 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Stewardship Continued
Consideration continued of the report of this Com m ittee, and recom m endations 12 - 

21, 23, 24, 25 - 33 were handled at this tim e, recom m endations 22 and 25 were 
postponed to §11- , p. . (See §11-43, p. 104)

11-47 Call for Hourly Prayer
On motion the Assembly adopted a motion that it pause for prayer each hour during 

each day, except when in recess, asking that the M oderator select a m em ber to lead the 
Assembly in prayer at that time.

11-48 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on the PCA Foundation
TE Paul T. M cHenry 111 presented the report o f the Com m ittee, beginning with 

prayer. Recom mendations were voted as follows.

I. Business Referred to the Committee:
A. Report o f the PCA Foundation (Appendix L, p. 277)
B. A uditor’s Report on the PCA Foundation
C. Report o f the Retiring Director (M ilton Howland). Nov. 30, 1982
D. Report o f the New Director (Jack Hudson). Nov. 20, 1982
E. Minutes (in the form of Resolutions) o f the PCA Foundation. Sept. 25, 

1982
F. Resolutions o f the Reformed Presbyterian Foundation. Nov. 5, 1982
G. M inutes (in the form o f Resolutions) o f the PCA Foundation. Nov. 30, 

1982
H. Minutes o f the Meeting o f the Board o f the PCA Foundation. Feb. 12,1983
I. Audit report on the Reformed Presbyterian Foundation
J. Personal Resolution 6 from RE John Albritton (§11-9, p. 66)

II. M ajor Issues Discussed:
A. The chairm an o f the Board o f the PCA Foundation, Mr. John N. A lbritton, 

J r . , and the new M anaging Director, John (Jack) W .S. H udson, introduced 
the work of the Foundation and reported on the transfer o f assets from 
Reformed Presbyterian Foundation to the PCA Foundation following the 
Joining and Receiving o f the RPCES. With this inform ation as background 
the Com mittee organized the minutes and reports o f the Foundation. The 
Com mittee noted that certain minutes needed to be prepared in the form of 
unanimous resolutions, as formal m eetings of the Board could not be 
arranged for want o f a quorum.
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B . The Com m ittee was advised that the transfer o f RP Foundation assets to the 
PCA Foundation was proceeding to finalization. The past M anaging 
D irector o f the RP Foundation has now succeeded M ilton Howland (our 
previous part-tim e M anaging Director) whose faithful service was noted 
with sincere appreciation.

C. The question whether the Board o f the PCA Foundation should be a 
separate agency o f the Church like Covenant College, Covenant Sem i
nary, Ridge Haven, and Insurance, Annuities and Relief. This m atter was 
discussed in the context o f the need for the Foundation to be funded by 
equal contributions from the following agencies; the four m ajor Com m it
tees o f the General A ssem bly, Covenant College, Covenant Sem inary, and 
Ridge Haven; rather than be funded by deducting a service charge from 
monies given to and held by the PCA Foundation.

D. The b u d g e t fo r 1984 w as co n s id e red  (A p p en d ix  N , p. 2 9 4 ). A 
typographical error was noted and the Assembly is advised that the last 
three line items o f the budget should be am ended to read:

Recom m endations:
1. That the PCA Foundation become a separate agency o f the church, sim ilar 

to Covenant College, Covenant Sem inary, Ridge Haven, and Insurance, 
Annuities and Relief.
Grounds: The PCA Foundation has a specialized ministry and a fiduciary 
responsibility. A dopted

2. That, if the PCA Foundation becom es a separate agency as recom m ended 
above, the future funding o f the PCA Foundation, starting with the 1984 
budget, be provided by each o f the following agencies paying an equal 
share o f the PCA Foundation’s budget: the four m ajor Com m ittees o f the 
General A ssem bly, Covenant College, Covenant Sem inary and Ridge 
Haven. A dopted

3. That the unrestricted and undesignated funds received by the PCA Founda
tion be dispersed equally between the following agencies; the four major 
Com m ittees o f the General A ssem bly, Covenant C ollege, Covenant Sem i
nary , and Ridge H aven. A dopted

4. That the 1984 budget for the PCA Foundation be approved (Appendix N, 
p. 294) Adopted

5. That each church be encouraged to consider hosting a sem inar— Estate 
P lanning, A Tool for Stewardship— for the benefit o f their m em bers.

Adopted
6. That each church be encouraged to participate in the memorial gift pro

gram . A dopted
7. That the two regular vacancies on the Board be filled, plus one additional 

to serve out an unexpired term. At least one of these men should be a 
teaching elder. A dopted

8. That the General Assembly direct the PCA Foundation to establish pro
cedures for dispersing funds which were received as restricted but undesig

1983
Budget

1984
Proposed Budget

Capital Expenses
M iscellaneous
Consultants

1,000
1,965

1,000
2,500
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nated funds and the donor o f such funds dies before a designation for 
disbursem ent is given by that donor.
Grounds: The representative o f the PCA Foundation advised that the above 
contingency had not been addressed and a policy established. As certain 
substantial gifts had been made to the Foundation as restricted but undesig
nated g ifts, this m atter needs to be addressed. A dopted

9. That the A uditor’s Report be received as inform ation and that it be noted 
that the Auditors Report for the Reformed Presbyterian Foundation was 
found and considered by the Com m ittee (See Recom m endation 13).

Adopted
10. That, if the General Assembly approves o f the PCA Foundation becoming 

a separate agency, the appointment o f John (Jack) W .S . Hudson as 
M anaging D irector o f the PCA Foundation be approved, subject to his 
satisfactorily sustaining exam ination by the Assembly Theological Exam 
ining Com mittee. A dopted

11. That Mr. M ilton Howland be com m ended and warmly thanked for his all- 
important contribution to the PCA. Mr. Howland was presented a special 
recognition award by the Chairman o f the B oard. Adopted

12. That the report o f the Com m ittee as a whole be adopted. Adopted
13. That the A uditor’s Reports for the RP Foundation be received. Adopted
14. That the Personal Resolution 6 o f John N. A lbritton, Jr. (p. 66), be 

answered in the negative.
Grounds:
(a) The intention o f the Presbytery nomination system for positions on 

General Assembly Com mittees and Boards is that the Presbyteries 
should initiate nominations for these positions.

(b) The Com m ittees and Boards of the General Assembly should not 
suggest nomination or in any way seek to influence Presbyteries in 
their submitting nominations to the General Assembly.

(c) W hile recognizing that the Board o f the PCA Foundation has had 
difficulties in obtaining a quorum o f members at some of its meetings, 
this difficulty in best solved by appointing persons w illing to serve and 
not by appointing experts.

(d) The Board of the PCA Foundation has em ployed a M anaging Direc
tor, who has some expertise in the areas o f fund m anagem ent, invest
ments, wills and trusts, and further, that the M anager and the Board 
have been provided with funds to em ploy the services o f such other 
experts and advisors as may be necessary to provide the Board with 
additional advice on these m atters. Adopted

Respectully submitted,
P a u l  T .  M c H e n r y  I I I ,  C h a i r m a n  

R o b e r t  M a l c o l m  F e r g u s o n , S e c r e t a r y

Roll o f Com m ittee o f Com m issioners Present:
Ascension RE John M iller
Calvary TE Samuel B. Hoyt
Central Florida TE James Saxon
Central Georgia TE John R. Hutchinson
Evangel TE Langston Haygood
Great Lakes TE Robert W ildeman
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Siouxlands
Texas

G ulf Coast 
Jam es River

New Jersey 
Pacific

M ississippi Valley

TE Paul T. M cHenry III
RE Joe Parron
TE Doyle A. Hulse
TE John Palmer
TE Robert M alcolm Ferguson
TE W endell Strasser
RE John Engle

11-49 Fraternal Delegates Recognized
RE Donald Boerem a, Chairm an o f the Sub-com m ittee on InterChurch Relations, was 

introduced and granted the privilege o f the floor in order that he might introduce fraternal 
delegates to the A ssem bly. First, a letter from the Associate Reform ed Presbyterian 
Church was read, no delegate being able to be present. Then M r. Boerem a introduced 
TE Thom as E. Tyson, Orthodox Presbyterian Church; TE Dennis Boonstra, Christian 
Reformed Church; and T E ’s Duncan Lowe and Jonathan W att, Reform ed Presbyterian 
Church, North Am erica. On motion these delegates were seated as visiting brothers and 
granted privilege o f the floor, and M essrs, Tyson, Boonstra, and Lowe addressed the 
Assembly bringing greetings from their respective Churches.

Further, the Assem bly voted to adopt a motion that the chairm en o f the A ssem bly’s 
permanent com m ittees hold the privilege o f the floor at all times by virtue o f  their office. 
The Assembly paused for prayer and was led by RE John Spencer.

11-50 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures
The docket was am ended to permit m oving to a partial report o f the Com m ittee of 

Com m issioners on Bills and Overtures Com m ittee [Appendix , p. ], and TE G. Aiken 
Taylor assumed the chair. TE W. Harold M are, chairm an, led in prayer and presented 
the report.

I. Business assigned to the Committee
1. Com m unication 2: From Perry Laukhuff, A m herst, Virginia (p. 36)
2. Overture 17: From the Presbytery o f the Pacific N orthwest (p. 38)
3. Overture 23: From the Presbytery o f James River (p. 38)
4. Overture 27: From the Presbytery of Central Carolina (p. 39)
5. Overture 30: From the Presbytery o f New River (p. 39)
6. Personal Resolutions: 4 , p. 62; 9 p. 64; 12, p. 64.

II. Recom mendations:
1. With reference to Com m unication 2: That the General Assem bly approve in

principle the idea of a public witness against abortion on dem and and refer this 
com m unication to the perm anent com m ittee on Christian Education and Pub
lication for im plem entation, and that a copy o f this report be sent to Mr. 
Laukhuff. A dopted

2. The Assem bly took no action regarding Overture 17, (p. 38) but it was noted 
that this m atter is in the hands o f the perm anent Com m ittee on A dm inistration.

3. W ith reference to Overture 23 (p. 38): That the General Assem bly refer the
question o f the PCA giving pastoral advice on the issue o f  nuclear arm am ent 
and nuclear deterrence to the Com m ittee on Christian Education and Publica
tions for study and advice to the Twelfth General A ssem bly. A dopted
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N egative votes w ere recorded as follow s.
E ugene C . C ase Edw in P. E lliott, Jr. C len ton  A . Ilderton
Jam es B. M oore W . C . Sm ith Erw in M orrison
R onald Sw afford  C . W . M oaning

M oderator Austin resumed the chair, and TE Robert P. Auffarth led the Assem bly in 
its hourly prayer.

4. That the General Assembly answer Overture 27 (p. 39) from Central Carolina 
Presbytery and Overture 30 (p. 32) from New River Presbytery in the negative 
and reaffirm the prior action taken by the Eighth General Assembly (see M8GA
8-69, 111,3; p .98) with regard to the issue o f the abusive use of alcoholic 
beverages and total abstinence, by taking the following actions:
1. That Overtures 27 and 30 be answered in the negative, reaffirm ing the 

grounds of the Eighth General Assembly, that to adopt a position o f total 
abstinence would go beyond the requirem ents o f Scripture (Deut. 5:32,33; 
Col. 2:20-23) and is contrary to the W estminster Confession o f  Faith 
(Chapter 20, sub-paragraph 2), which forbid the binding o f the conscience 
by the com mands of men.

2. That the General Assembly reaffirm the following statem ent adopted by 
the Eighth General Assembly in regard to the issue o f temperance:
The General Assembly recognizes the problem o f the abuse o f alcoholic 
beverages in our society. For this reason, the General Assem bly encour
ages local churches to:
a. Teach and counsel as to the sin involved in the intemperate or escapist 

use of any part o f creation.
b. Teach and counsel the kind o f love and wisdom which may lead to 

individual decisions to curb or to refrain from the use of a particular 
aspect o f creation; and

c. Proclaim  and em body the reality o f the work o f the Holy Spirit in the 
bond of vital fellowship within the body o f Christ which is the Biblical 
antidote to the intemperance and escapism  o f our day (cf. Ephesians 
5:18, in context). A dopted

The following com missioners recorded their negative votes on this action:
D ewey D . M urphy C harles W . M cN utt L onnie W . B arnes
Frank E. Sm ith Sam  S. Cappel D onald Long
Fred E. M anning.Jr. John J. A rm es H arold  D. H ight
C arm en C . B eecham H ow ard C. Lane R. A . B atum
Henry S. Thigpen T hom as M . G regory John H . E astw ood
L. G . W ilnes M anuel Salabarria Leonard  G . B ullock
A. K enneth Kuyk R. T evebaugh C harles H. C obb . Jr.
John S. Batusic R. C . Korn Jam es E. P layer
L oren V. W atson Sam uel B. H oyt, Jr. Edw ard  T . N oe
H arry L. R eeder III Erw in M orrison N ick Protos
John E. Engle D onald E. H oke K yle T hurm an
W es M orrow R oger Hunt W illiam  A . Shell
W illiam  H. R ose, Jr. N elson M alkus Jam es B. M oore
E lvin  E. Jew ell Leland D. Sayers W illiam  A . R ocup , Jr.
D onald J. M acN air Stuart H. Perrin John C . N eville , Jr.
G erald  M alkus John P. H oogstrate Ben W ilkinson
R obert G . H am ilton Frank Sm ick, Jr. G ary  Purvis
R obert J. H oyle A lfred S aleef T ed  Sm ith
Jim  M itchell R aym ond W right M itchell Hall

5. That the General Assembly adopt Personal Resolution 4 (p. 62) from TE Paul 
M cHenry o f G ulf Coast Presbytery as amended as follows:
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K now  all m en by these presents, that the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica in seeking to fulfill the 
G reat C om m ission  o f spreading the G ospel to all peoples, sees the freedom  o f expression  as a vital 
e lem ent o f ou r society;
W hereas, there is a w idespread  attack against relig ious freedom s and re lig ious expression , 
particularly  in the public schools o f the U nited States;
W hereas, the Suprem e C ourt o f  the U nited S tates has ruled that students canno t, o f  their ow n 
in itia tive , o ffer verbal p rayer in the lunch room ; that C hristian  g roups cannot have equal access to 
c lassroom s before  o r after school; that C hristians cannot read and discuss p rayers from  the 
C ongressional R ecord on school property before school; and im posed o ther unconscionable  
restrictions upon C hristians and C hristian  groups;
W hereas, the ideals o f  hum anism  have becom e predom inant in and are consistently  taugh t as fact 
in the public schools o f  the United States;
W hereas, the Suprem e C ourt o f  the U nited States has previously declared  hum anism  to be a 
re lig ion , yet has applied  restrictions only upon the expression  o f  C hristian  ideals and values; 
W hereas, there is presently  pending a suit w hich arose in M obile. A labam a styled Isham el Jeffree 
v s . the School B oard , e l at. in w hich an agnostic parent is seeking to rem ove from  the public schools 
all m aterial and teaching  w hich w ould encourage o r  foster a be lie f in religion;
W hereas, the p la in tiff has sought to rem ove from  the public school system  any m ention  o f  G o d 's  
nam e, but has not sought to rem ove the teachings o f the ideals and values o f h um anism  and o ther 
non-theistic  religions;
W hereas, at issue is w hether hum anism  and non-theistic  relig ions w ill have exclusive access to  the 
m inds o f  students o r w hether we will allow  to leration  o f d ivergent ideas;
W hereas, Judge B revard H and, C h ie f Judge, Second Federal D istrict C ourt o f  the State o f  
A labam a, has ruled that the United S tates Suprem e C ourt has erred in its in terpreta tion  o f  the 
C onstitu tion  o f the United States in the area o f First A m endm ent freedom s.
W hereas, the Eleventh C ircu it C ourt o f  A ppeals has ordered  Judge H and en te r an o rder en jo in ing  
relig ious activ ities in M obile C ounty  Public Schools;
W hereas, this m atter is now  on appeal to the United States Suprem e C ourt;
W hereas, there is a general lack o f aw areness o f the status o f law , its in terpretation  and application  
by the U nited S tates Suprem e C ourt, and the extent o f  the restric tions p resently  enforced  in the 
public school system  against C hristians and C hristian  groups; and
W hereas, the R eligious Freedom s D efense Fund, w hich is being incorporated  as a fund o f  R idge
w ood Presbyterian C hurch , P C .A .,  ex ists  for the purpose o f  certa in  legal expenses in this case. 
Be it th erefore resolved , that the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the PCA shall recom m end  p rayer, the 
d issem ination  o f  inform ation , and financial encouragem ent for this stand against the continuing  
encroachm ent and denial o f  the G od-given  rights guaranteed  by the First A m endm ent to  the U nited 
S tates C onstitu tion . Adopted

6. M otion to adopt the Personal Resolution 9 from TE Thom as F. Barnes and RE 
Dick Teague (p. 63) was defeated. No further action was taken regarding this 
resolution.

7. Personal Resolution 12 from TE Frank J. Smith e ta l . ,  (p. 63) was answered as 
follows: That the General Assembly reminds its churches that in our under
standing o f Scripture we would reject any visible representation o f Christ o r the 
use o f religious symbols as objects o f w orship, but that the particulars in this 
resolution do not warrant the type o f action requested. A dopted  
The following am endment was proposed, but was defeated. The Assembly 
granted permission to the com m issioners listed hereunder to record their 
affirm ative votes:
Amend the above answer as follows: Place a period after ‘objects o f w orship’ 
and add, ‘Since com m issioners, whose convictions are in accord with historic 
presbyterianism , were grieved by the visible representation o f Christ used in 
the special program M onday evening, the Assembly conveys this concern to 
the A ssem bly’s com m ittees and agencies and urges them to exercise greater 
caution with regard to this m atter in the future.
Com m issioners recording their affirm ative votes:
Frank J. Sm ith Daniel B. Ice
Elw in E. Jew ell M orton H. Sm ith
D avid C. C offin . Jr
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Roll o f Com mittee M embers Present
MS Valley RE H. I. W oodard
New Jersey RE Donald Long
Central Carolina TE Dewey D. Murphy
Texas TE Terry Traylor
W estm inster TE James Richter
Evangel RE Bob Carnes
W estern Carolinas TE G. Aiken Taylor
W arrior TE Billy Joseph
Grace TE Gary Summerville
Northern Illinois TE Robert Smallman
Illiana TE W. Harold Mare
St. Louis TE D. Corey
Covenant TE Laurie Jones

(C lerk’s Note: Recommendation 4 was handled in §11-53, p. 28. Recom m endations 5 ,6  
and 7 were handled in §11-94, p. . They are included here for easier reference.)
11-51 Assembly Recessed 

The order o f the day arrived and the Assembly was recessed with prayer by TE Cortez
A. Cooper, Jr. at 5:00 p.m.

MINUTES —  WEDNESDAY EVENING
June 15,1983

Eighth Session
11-52 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly reconvened at 7:30 p.m . with the singing of ‘O ur God, O ur Help in 
Ages Past’ and prayer led by TE Leslie J. Thompson.
11-53 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Bills and Overtures

Recom mendation 4 was handled at this time. See §11-50, p. 121 for the action.
The Assembly paused and was led in prayer by TE James M. Baird, Jr. The Assembly 

then voted to adopt the minority report on Recommendation 4 which had become the 
main motion.
11-54 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America

TE Frederick T. Marsh received permission for a partial report o f the Com m ittee of 
Com m issioners on Mission to North America. He introduced Mr. Hudson Nyenhuis, 
executive director of Bethany Christian Services, who addressed the Assembly briefly. 
11-55 Report of the General Assembly’s Committee on Nominations 

The report o f the Com m ittee was presented by RE W illiam Buiten, who began the 
report with prayer. M embers o f various com mittees and agencies were elected.

The fo llow ing were elected  to the Perm anent C om m ittees and A gencies o f  the 
Assembly:

C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N

Teaching E lders R uling Elders

C lass o f  1987

R obert R eym ond, Illiana C harles Low ry, W estm inster
John H oogstra te, Pacific N orthw est

A lternates
D onald M unson, W estern C arolinas G eorge H enning, T ennessee V alley
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C O M M IT T E E  FO R  C H R IST IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S

Teaching E lders R uling E lders

C lass o f  1987

Carl Sm ith . C entral Florida Arlen D ykstra, S t. Louis

A lternates
Paul A lexander, Evangel O . H. Sm ith III, G u lf C oast

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1987

Jack M ayfield , S iouxlands M aurie M cP hee, Pacific N orthw est
W ayne Jam ison , N ortheast

A lternates
D eW itt W atson, G reat Lakes Jam es R ansom , Jam es R iver

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1987

D onald Floke, T ennessee V alley M . C . C ulbertson , T exas
N elson M. K ennedy, A scension

A lternates
John O liver, C entral G eorg ia  John B arker, St. Louis

S U B -C O M M IT T E E  O N  IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1986

Henry Lew is Sm ith , Evangel G eorge G ulley , J r .,  G race

A lternates
Robert D unn, Illiana Robert Ham ah, Pacific N orthw est

C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1987

R odney K ing, Southw est John Van V oorhis, C alvary

A lternates
D avid L inden. Pacific N orthw est D avid Fox, W estern  C arolinas

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S FO R  IN S U R A N C E , A N N U IT IE S A N D  R E L IE F  

C lass o f  1988

Robert V anF leet. C entral F lorida 
Jam es S hipley , C entral G eorg ia
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C lass o f  1986

M ark R oessler, Southern Florida 
(T o fill term  o f Robert K resge, resigned)

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  
IN A M E R IC A  F O U N D A T IO N

C lass o f 1987

T. K. Hart, C alvary 
V ernon C otten . M ississippi V alley

C lass o f  1985

Ross B air. Southern Florida 
(To fill term  o f A rnold Lee, resigned)

B O A R D  O F D IR E C T O R S O F R ID G E  H A V E N

C lass o f  1986
T hom as W aldecker. Illiana 

Henry B ishop. G race 
Randolph S teel. Southw est

A SSE M B LY  T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E

Teaching E lders R uling  E lders

C lass o f  1986

R obert S. R ayburn , Pacific N orthw est G lenn M arshall, New Jersey

A lternates
D avid M eyers, S iouxlands John M cN air, G race

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F C O V E N A N T  C O L L E G E

C lass o f  1986

M yron D unton. O klahom a 
Robert H eerdt, Philadelphia 

C larence D enD ulk , O rthodox Presbyterian 
Jam es J. K aufm ann, Evangel

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y

Teaching E lders R uling Elders

C lass o f  1987

Lanny M oore, C alvary 
C lark  B reeding, Texas 
R obert N eill, Evangel 
W illiam  P. T hom pson , M iss V alley

C lass o f  1985

H ow ard Van K ey, St. Louis 
Jam es B. O rders, C alvary 

(C lerk ’s Note: The original nominations of the Nominating Committee are in the 
Report found in Appendix K, p. 263). During the report, TE Frank M. Barker, J r . , led 
the A ssem bly in its hourly prayer time.
11-56 Assembly Recessed 

The hour o f recess having arrived (as previously voted to be 10:00 p .m .), the 
Assembly recessed and was closed with prayer by TE Frederick C. Fowler III.

Bill C om bs, G race 
J. Robert F iol, Jam es R iver
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MINUTES — THURSDAY MORNING

Ninth Session
11-57 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly reconvened at 8:00 a.m . with the singing of ‘Jesus, Lover o f My S oul’ 
and prayer by TE Charles E. Turner.
11-58 Report of the Ad Interim Committee to Study the Question of Baptism

TE George W. Knight III, chairm an, led in prayer and introduced the report o f the 
Com mittee. The Assembly then called on TE G. Brent Bradley to present the minority 
report o f RE John Thompson.
11-59 Docket Amended

Before continuing with the previous minority report, the Assembly voted to am end the 
docket by adding an order o f the day at 1:30 p.m . for the Report of the Com m ittee of 
Com m issioners on Administration.

The Assembly paused for prayer at 9:00 a .m ., led by TE Carl W. Bogue, J r ., and 
intercession was included for the nation in consequence of the decision o f the United 
States Supreme Court further endorsing abortion.
11-60 Report of the Ad Interim Committee on Baptism Continued 

The minority report was moved as a substitute for the Com m ittee report, and the 
motion was defeated.

Recom mendation 1 That the General Assembly com mend the report o f the com m ittee 
to the presbyteries and sessions. A dopted
The Assembly then voted to postpone consideration of the remaining part o f the Baptism 
issue to the Twelfth General Assembly or until such time as the Com m ittee com pletes its 
report on other pending issues.

The Assembly was led in prayer at 10:00 a.m . by TE Henry R. Gundlach III.
11-61 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America 

TE David H. Jussely, chairm an, led in prayer and presented the report o f the 
Com mittee.
I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. M inutes o f the Permanent Committee
B. Permanent Com m ittee Report
C. Overtures: 5, 13, 18, 19, 31, 32, 36, and am endm ent to Overture 18.
D. Communications: 1 and 6.
E. Overtures 12 and 13 withdrawn
F. Personal Resolution from TE David Dively

II. Statement o f the M ajor Issues Discussed
A. Minutes
B. Changes in Staff Personnel
C. Church Planting Goals
D. Presbytery Boundaries
E. Book of Church Order Amendments

III. Recommendations:
1. That the Minutes o f June 14, 1982; August 5, 1982; Novem ber 18, 1982; and 

M a rc h 3 ,1983 be approved without exception. A dopted
2. That the Assembly give thanks to God for the growth given us in the past year, 

for the unity achieved and for the accom plishm ent o f goals set by the General 
Assembly. A dopted

3. That the Assembly com mit itself to seek a 6%  growth in established churches 
and a 10% growth in newly organized churches in the next year. O ur chief goal

June 16, 1983
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is to increase the professions o f faith and adult baptisms. A dopted
4. That the proposed changes in Chapter 5 of the Book o f  Church O rder , presented 

to the 10th General Assembly and acted upon favorably by the 10th A ssem bly’s 
MNA Com m ittee o f Com m issioners, be now acted upon and sent to the 
presbyteries as follows:
5-1. A mission church may be properly described in the same m anner as the 
particular church is described in paragraph 4-1. It is distinguished from a 
particular church in that it has no permanent governing body, and thus must be 
governed or supervised by others. However, its goal is to mature and be 
organized as a particular church as soon as this can be done decently and in 
good order.
5-2. O rdinarily, the responsibility for initiation and oversight o f a mission 
church lies with Presbytery, exercised through its com m ittee on Mission to 
North A m erica,1 or by a Session, in cooperation with Presbytery’s Com m ittee 
on M ission to North America. However, if the mission church is located 
outside the bounds of Presbytery, the responsibility may be exercised through 
the General A ssem bly’s Com m ittee on Mission to North A m erica.1 
5-3. The mission church, because o f its transitional condition, requires a 
temporary system o f government. Depending on the circum stances and at its 
own discretion, Presbytery may provide for such governm ent in one o f several 
ways:
1) Appoint an Evangelist as prescribed in paragraph 8-6.
2) Cooperate with the Session of a particular church in arranging a mother- 

daughter relationship with a mission church. The Session may then serve 
as the temporary governing body of the mission church.

3) Appoint a com mission to serve as a temporary Session o f the mission 
church.

5-4. At the discretion o f the temporary governing body, m embers may be 
received into the mission church as prescribed in Chapter 12.2 These persons 
then become com municant or non-comm unicant members o f the Presbyterian 
Church in America.
5-5. Mission churches and their members shall have the right o f judicial 
process to the court having oversight o f their temporary governing body.3 
5-6. Mission churches shall maintain a roll o f com m unicant and non-com m u
nicant members, in the same manner as, but separate from , other particular 
churches.
5-7. It is the intention of the Presbyterian Church in Am erica that mission 
churches enjoy the same status as particular churches in relation to civil 
government.
The Organization of a Particular Church
Renumber existing paragraphs o f Chapter 5.

A dopted and sent down to presbyteries fo r  advice and consent
5. That additional changes in Chapter 5 of the Book o f  Church O rder relating to 

the nomination o f candidates for the session of an organizing church be now 
considered:

The following procedures shall be used in the nominating and training of 
Ruling Elders prior to organization and in the election o f Ruling Elders:
5-9. (1) All men of the mission church (unless they decline) shall receive
general instruction in the qualifications and work o f the office of ruling elder by 
the organizing com mission or the evangelist.
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(2) These men shall be examined by the organizing com m ission or the 
evangelist concerning their Christian experience, their knowledge and accep
tance o f the constitutional standards o f their church, and their w illingness to 
assume the responsibility o f the office of ruling elder, according to the qualifi
cations set forth in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. The organizing com m ission or the 
evangelist shall present a list of all who are found qualified to be nominated. 
Present 5-9(1) would become 5-9 (3) with following numbers adjusted accord
ingly. These two additions should be referred to the Permanent Com m ittee on 
MNA and the Judicial Business Com m ittee to place them in the proper place in 
the B C O , Chapter 5. Referred back to the Committee on M ission to North  
Am erica fo r  fu rther clarification and rewording, i f  necessary, with report back 
to the Twelfth General Assembly.

6. That the cooperative agreement with W estern Indian M inistries which is now 
based on the NAE doctrinal statement be approved. A ttachment A & C (p. 238)

Adopted with substitution o f  A ttachm ent B-10 fo r  Attachm ent A-9
7. That the cooperative agreement with International Students, Inc., based also on 

the NAE doctrinal statement, be approved. Attachment B & C (p. 239) Adopted
8. That the Assembly encourage a season for prayer during the fall months, 

perhaps one night each week for a month or one day each month for three 
months, to pray earnestly for G od’s promotion o f each Assembly and Presby
tery cause and the evangelistic outreach, spiritual vitality and stewardship of 
the local congregations; and that the three program com m ittees work together 
in developing the materials which will both prepare and facilitate this m inistry.

The concept o f corporate prayer env isioned  by th is recom m endation  
involves the division of the congregation into prayer cells or units with a leader 
or coordinator over each. (M any congregations are already so divided and those 
that are not are encouraged to maintain such cells, once structured, for Bible 
study, evangelistic outreach, follow up, pastoral care, etc.) M aterials should be 
prepared to help the group know how to pray, specific needs for which to pray 
(from G eneral Assembly causes to the local church’s outreach and stewardship) 
and how to make the time most m eaningful. The materials should include cards 
for MTW m issionaries and MNA church planters as well as specific requests 
from CE/P, Adm inistration, Covenant College, Covenant Seminary and Ridge 
Haven. The goal o f this season of prayer would be to summon the whole church 
to the whole ministry o f the Presbyterian Church in America. Adopted

9. That congregations be encouraged to take a special offering during the Thanks
giving season for the work o f your Com m ittee on Mission to North America.

Adopted
10. That the Assembly approve and give encouragem ent to our entrance into the 

mission field o f Quebec province, Canada, to work among the French speaking 
people o f Quebec only. Adopted

11. That the Assembly recognize the existence of the Revolving Building Fund 
established by National Presbyterian Missions and accepted by your C om m it
tee on Mission to North America in 1982 as a part o f the Joining and Receiving 
agreement. This fund will be operated by borrowing money from churches and 
individuals at a certain rate o f interest and then loaned to churches needing 
funds for building purposes at a slightly higher interest sufficient to cover 
expected administrative costs. We recommend that all Revolving Building 
Fund contracts continue to be honored, and that this com m ittee be encouraged 
to continue and develop the RBF as a further alternative for the financing of 
church buildings. A dopted
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12. That the Assembly approve Bethany Christian Services and recom m end its 
services to our presbyteries, churches and members; and that their represen
tatives now be given the privilege o f the floor for five minutes. Adopted

13. That the Assembly re-elect the Rev. J. Philip Clark to be the Coordinator of the 
Com m ittee on Mission to North America. A dopted

14. That the Rev. Kennedy Smartt be approved as the Coordinator o f Evangelism 
and the Rev. Cecil Brooks be approved as the Coordinator o f Church Relations 
for the Com m ittee on Mission to North America. Adopted

15. That at the appropriate time the Assembly approve the budget as amended: that 
the St. Louis consultant portion o f the 1984 budget be redesignated to new 
church developm ent, and that the General Assembly thank God for the years of 
faithful service by TE Donald J. M acNair in the field o f church planting in the 
RPCES, and in serving as consultant to the Com m ittee on M ission to North 
America.
GROUNDS:
This budget change concerning the St. Louis consultant occurred after the 
printing o f the budgets in the Handbook. Adopted

16. That Overture 19, to the Tenth General Assembly (p. 47), referred to the
perm anent Com m ittee on M NA, be answered in the negative.
GROUNDS:
There is a difficulty in determ ining the churches which are truly in need of 
financial help; the criteria by which help would be offered; and sources for 
funding. Adopted

17. That Overture 5 (p. 48) be answered in the affirm ative and the Permanent
Com m ittee on MNA report to the next General Assembly.

18. That Overture 18 be answered in the affirmative as am ended as follows: 
W hereas, the boundaries o f P resbyteries are determ ined  by the G eneral 
Assembly (Book o f  Church Order 14-6); and
Whereas, the present boundaries o f Calvary Presbytery cover all o f the State o f 
South Carolina,
Therefore, Calvary Presbytery respectfully requests the Eleventh General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, at the meeting in June, 1983, 
to divide Calvary in the following manner:
(C le rk 's  Note: these presbytery descrip tions have been derived from  com bin ing  O veture 18 and the 
A m endm ent to this O verture SI 1-9, p. 49  subm itted to the A ssem bly by C alvary  P resbytery. T he 
reference in the overture  to the num bers o f churches in each presbytery has been om itted , since the 
am endm ent had the effect o f  changing these figures. The southern presbytery has adopted  the nam e 
o f  Palm etto. T he o ther presbytery continues to use the nam e C alvary.

1. That the counties o f A bbeville , A nderson, C herokee, E dgefield . G reenv ille , G reen 
w ood , L au ren s , M cC orm ick . N ew berry , P ickens, O c o n ee , S a lu d a , S p artan b u rg , 
U nion, Y ork , and the portion o f C hester county north o f  South C arolina  highw ay 97 
from  the York C ounty line to the C heste r c ity  lim its, and all o f  C hester C ounty  north and 
west o f  South C arolina  highw ay 72 from  the C hester c ity  lim its to the Y ork C ounty  line 
be included in one presbytery.

2. The counties o f  A iken, A llendale, B am berg, B arnw ell, B eaufort, B erkeley , C alhoun . 
C harleston , C hesterfield , C larendon, C olle ton , D arlington , D illon , D orchester, F a ir
field , F lorence, G eorgetow n, H am pton. H orry, Jasper, K ershaw , L ancaster, Lee, 
Lexington , M arion , M arlboro . O rangeburg , R ichland, S um ter, W illiam sburg , and the 
portion o f  C hester C ounty lying south o f South C arolina highw ay 97 from  the York 
C ounty line to the C heste r C ity  lim its, all o f  the city o f  C heste r and all that portion o f  
C hester C ounty lying south and east o f South C arolina  highw ay 72 from  the C hester 
C ity  lim its to the York C ounty line to be included in the o ther presbytery .

3. That the G eneral A ssem bly authorize these Presbyteries to becom e effective  on January

L 1984 Adopted



JOURNAL 125

19. That Overture 31 (p. 49) be answered in the negative.
GROUNDS: The Overture appears to be an inter-presbytery com m unication 
and should presbyteries and an overture in proper form be d rafted . Adopted

20. That Overture 32 (p. 49) be answered in the affirm ative pending the concur
rence o f the Northeast Presbytery. Defeated, no response to the overture

21. That Overture 36 (p. 49) be answered in the affirmative. A dopted
22. That Com m unication 1 (p. 36) be approved. A dopted
23. That Com m unication 6 (p. 37)be answered with the following statement. That 

the French language work in the province o f Quebec be removed from the 
jurisdiction of the Presbytery of Eastern Canada and be designated a French 
language mission field. A dopted

24. That Personal Resolution 2 (p. 65) from TE David Dively be answered in the 
affirm ative. A dopted

25. That the Com m unication 7 from the Korean Presbytery (p. 37), petitioning the 
General Assembly to divide itself into two Presbyteries, be answered in the 
affirmative. Adopted

26. That Overture B from the 1982 General Synod o f the RPCES (p. 57) be 
answered by reference to the work and text o f the Permanent Com m ittee and 
staff o f M NA, as well as the text o f the Com m ittee o f Com m issioners o f MNA 
report. Adopted

27. That personal Resolution 12 by TE Frederick Fowler (p. 65) be referred to the 
Associate Stated Clerk o f the General Assembly to be coordinated with the 
Presbytery Stated Clerks, appropriate Presbytery and General Assem bly C om 
mittees and report back to the next Assembly. A dopted

28. That the report as a whole be approved. A dopted

Respectfully submitted,
D a v i d  J u s s e l y , C h a i r m a n  

J o h n  F i n d l a y , S e c r e t a r y

Com m issioners present:
Ascension RE Jeffrey D. Brotherton
Calvary TE John Smith
Central Carolina RE Blue Price
Central Florida TE Rodney Culbertson
Central Georgia TE G. David Russell
Covenant RE Bill Collie
Delmarva TE Philip Douglass
Eastern Carolina TE A1 Herrington
G ulf Coast TE John Findlay, Secretary
Illiana RE Eugene Fullerton
Korean TE Joseph Kim
M ississippi Valley TE David Jussely, Chairm an
New Jersey TE Donald F. Stam
North Georgia RE Bill Stevenson
Oklahom a TE Robert A. Petterson
Pacific TE Larry C. Mills
Tennessee Valley TE Cortez Cooper
W arrior RE Richard Owens
W estern Carolina RE J. T. Russell
W estm inster RE Joe Reynolds
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(C lerk’s Note: Recom mendations 6 - 30 were adopted in §11-72, p. 136. The full 
report is presented here for easier reference.)

At 11:00 a.m . the Assembly paused for prayer led by RE Lam ar M cKee, including 
intercession for J. Harold Lewis, recently stricken with cancer and in the University 
Hospital o f Virginia.
11-62 Worship Service 

The order o f the day arrived while an am endment to Recom m endation 6 was under 
discussion. RE Donald Com er led in prayer as business was suspended, and the 
Assembly moved to worship under the leadership o f the Presbytery of Southern Florida. 
After the singing o f ‘W onderful Grace o f Jesus’, TE Ross A. Bair led in prayer, read 
Acts 15:1-19, and preached the sermon, ‘Does the Grace o f God Make Us Glad or M a d ? '. 
The service concluded with the apostolic benediction, and then recessed at 12:10 p.m .

MINUTES— THURSDAY AFTERNOON
June 16,1983

Tenth Session
11-63 Assembly Reconvened

TE Jam es B. M oore led the Assembly in prayer as it reconvened at 1:30 p.m .
11-64 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Administration Continued

TE J. Gary A itken, chairm an, led the Assembly in prayer and continued the report o f 
the Com m ittee. Recom mendations 32-39 were handled at this time. (See §11-30, p. 79) 

At 2:30 p.m . TE John L. Vance led the Assembly in prayer, including RPNA Pastor 
Robert M cM illan, who had fallen from the roof o f his house and sustained such injury 
that he was not expected to live, and his family.

TE J. Gary Aitken was on motion called from the room for judicial com mission 
business and TE James A. Meek continued the presentation of the report. Further, the 
Assembly set as an order o f the day to follow immediately the conclusion of this 
C om m ittee’s report the report o f the Com m ittee of Com m issioners on Interchurch 
Relations. Recom m endations 40-42 were handled at this time.

At 3:30 p.m . TE W illiam A. M cllwaine led in the A ssem bly’s hourly prayer, and RE 
W. Jack W illiamson assumed the chair.

On motion the Assembly set orders o f the day for the Com mittee of Com m issioners on 
Mission to the W orld at 8:30 a.m . Friday at 4:45 p.m . Thursday.
11-65 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations 

RE Leland N ichols, chairm an, led the Assembly in prayer as he began presentation of 
the Com m ittee’s report.
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. M inutes o f August 13, 1982; October 22, 1982; January 25, 1983.
B. Report o f the Subcommittee
C. Supplemental Report of the Subcommittee
D. Overtures 24 and 35

II. M ajor Issues Discussed;
A. The relationship o f the PCA to the Christian Reformed Church.
B. The proposed invitation to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to join the PCA.
C. N A PA RC’S invitation to us for joint assemblies in 1986.

III. Recom mendations:
1. That the minutes o f August 13,1982; October 22,1982; and January 25,1983 be 

approved with notation. Adopted
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2. That the Presbyterian Church in Am erica continue fraternal relations with the 
Christian Reformed Church. Adopted

3. That the Eleventh General Assembly re-issue the invitation o f the Ninth 
General Assembly to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to join with us under 
the term s of ‘The Revised Joint Statement. A dopted by vote o f441-220
(C lerk’s note: The text o f the Revised Joint Statement is included here for easier 
reference.)

A JO IN T  ST A T E M E N T
T he statem ent below  was adopted  jo in tly  and severally  at the M arch 3-6 , 1981, jo in t m eeting  in 

A tlanta, G A . and has been m odified  by the PCA Subcom m ittee on  Interchurch R elations to fit 
p resent circum stances. Taken together w ith your C o m m ittee 's  evaluations above and the 'C o m 
parison  o f A reas o f  Sim ilarity  and D ifferences' am ong the O PC /PC A /R PC E S d istribu ted  earlie r to 
ou r churches, this statem ent expresses the judgm en t o f  your C om m ittee and o f  the three com m ittees 
jo in tly  that there is a com patib ility  am ong these churches that w ould , if they w ere jo in ed  together, 
'p roduce  a church that would be o f  substantially  one in its w illingness to deal on  a bib lical basis w ith 
issues that w ould inevitably arise from  tim e to tim e ’ (M inutes, F orty-seventh  G enera l A ssem bly , 
O PC . p. 199).

The statem ent follows:
W e have sought to fulfill the m andates given us by ou r represen tative  m ajor assem blies in 

order to m ake recom m endation  concerning  the reception  and jo in ing  o f the O PC  in and w ith 
the PCA.

W ith jo y  and thankfulness to the Lord o f the C hurch we recognize that o u r churches have a 
com m on and sincere com m itm ent to the inerrant W ord o f  G od and to  the W estm inster 
S tandards as faithfully  expressing  the system  o f  truth taught in H oly Scrip tu re . Further, we 
recognize that o u r churches are Presbyterian in their order and practice. B ut above a ll, we find 
c lear ev idence that each  o f our churches desires to be faithful to  ou r prim ary s tandard , the 
B ible, and to ou r secondary standards as true to the B ible. W e acknow ledge ou r w eaknesses 
and failures but we are one in o u r com m itm ent to  obey the Lord Jesus C hrist in his rule o ver us 
through his W ord and Spirit.

W e recognize, how ever, that due in part to differences o f  historical developm ent, there are 
differences am ong us as to how  our com m on Presbyterian conv ictions are app lied  in practice. 
W e have g iven careful a ttention to those that have been referred  to u s, and w e have provided a 
com parison  o f  sim ilarities and differences that we have d iscussed . N o doubt there  are 
variations o f p ractice that have little or no theological significance but w ould  require m utual 
forbearance and understanding  during  a period o f ad justm ent in the augm ented  church . It is 
also  true that there are d ifferences o f em phasis am ong o u r churches that are to be found w ithin 
each o f them  as w ell as betw een them ; som e o f these have their roots deep  in the history  o f 
Presbyterianism

It is apparent to us that, ju s t as w ithin our churches there has been a deep  and continuing  
desire to be constantly  reform ing ourselves in conform ity  to the W ord o f  G od , so too  in the 
augm ented  Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica this com m itm ent w ould be not only continued 
but heightened by the reception  o f  the O PC . T he O PC , w hose m inistry  w ould  be jo in ed  w ith 
that o f  the PC A , w ould be called upon to fo llow  the faith and o rd e r o f  the church  that they 
enter; the PC A , on  the o ther hand, w ould fu rther strengthen its life and w itness by w elcom ing 
the insights and experience represented  by the O PC  and seeking  to profit from  d ifferences in 
striving for a m ore perfect biblical faith and practice. In receiv ing  this d enom ination  the PCA 
recognizes the history o f the denom ination  as part o f  her total history and receives its 
historical docum ents as valuable and significant m aterials w hich w ill be used  in the p erfecting  
o f the church.

W e, therefo re , as com m ittees o f  our churches, recognize that unity  o f  faith  and practice 
w hich ou r churches have through the grace o f G od. T his unity m ust d raw  us toge ther as the 
body o f  C hrist and enable us to rem ove the barriers that w ould  p reven t us from  full 
com m union o f life and love in an undiv ided church . W e also  recognize o u r need  for the grace 
o f  the Spirit and the love o f C hrist as we seek to reconcile differences and rem ove practical 
barriers. W e. therefore , do severally  and jo intly:

1. C om m end to our respective churches that we becom e one in organ ization  in acco r
dance w ith the invitation o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica:

2. U rge upon our respective churches the necessity  o f resolv ing in the thus-augm ented  
church  the differences am ong us, and o thers that m ay arise, in kindness and forthrightness 
bego ttsn  o f  love, with the determ ination  that by the grace o f  the Spirit o f G od  through the
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teaching  o f H is W ord we shall ‘all com e in the unity o f the faith and o f the know ledge o f the 
Son o f G od unto . . .  the m easure o f the stature o f the fulness o f C h ris t. ' (E ph. 4:13).

A nd further w e, as com m ittees o f o ur respective churches, do  severally  and jo in tly  agree 
that the above com m ittee  o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch  shall recom m end to its 
assem blies in 1984 that the necessary constitu tional actions be taken to begin the process 
required  to jo in  the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica in accordance w ith its invitation; that the 
above-nam ed com m ittee o f  the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica will if the invitation is 
accepted  by the O PC  recom m end to the G eneral A ssem bly  that the acceptance be approved, 
that the p rocedures stated e lsew here be follow ed for the assim ilation  o f  the several agencies o f 
the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch into the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica: that out o f 
respect for the O P C 's  integrity the approval o f  its acceptance o f the invitation shall be 
understood to honor such com m itm ents as the church m ay have and to continue the m inistries 
presently  conducted  by the O PC  subject to the review  o f the perm anen t com m ittees and 
approval o f subsequent general assem blies; and that the assim ilation  o f  agencies shall 
endeavor to provide for the ju s t treatm ent o f  those w ho m ay not be ab le , for reasons o f 
conscience, to participate in the acceptance o f the invitation.

3. That these recom m endations shall be acted  upon w ithout am endm ent o r deletion  due 
to the fact that this plan has been approved by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the O rthodox 
Presbyterian  C hurch;

4. That in view of our prior invitation to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to 
effect and perfect one church with the Presbyterian Church in A m erica, the 
General Assembly take the first formal vote under paragraph 14-6 o f the Book o f  
Church Order: ‘to receive under its jurisdiction, with the consent o f three- 
fourths o f the presbyteries, other ecclesiastical bodies whose organization is 
conform ed to the doctrine and order of this C hurch .’ (The adoption of this 
recom m endation confirms the interpretation that the words ‘ecclesiastical 
bodies’ include an entire denom ination.) Thus all ordained officers in the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church will be received into the Presbyterian Church in 
A m erica without examination;

5. That the Assembly approve and send to the presbyteries for their approval a 
plan for the reception o f the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as follows:

a. Upon the approval o f three-fourths of the presbyteries o f the Pres
byterian Church in Am erica and the com pletion of the constitutional 
process in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church the presbyteries o f the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church shall become a part o f the presbyteries 
o f the Presbyterian Church in America.

b. Presbytery boundaries shall be drawn as follows;
Joint PCA and OPC Com mittees shall meet as soon as practicable to 
work out the boundaries plan. The basis for this plan shall be the 
present PCA boundaries (M10GA pages 324-326) and present OPC 
boundaries.

6. That Overture 24 (p. 40) and 35 (p. 40) be answered by reference to the action
taken in Recom mendation 3. Adopted

7. That the Eleventh General Assembly postpone until the Twelfth General 
Assembly a decision on the invitation o f NAPARC for joint assemblies in 1986.

Adopted
The Report as a whole was adopted. Adopted

L e l a n d  L .  N i c h o l s , C h a i r m a n  

J a m e s  K .  W o r k m a n , S e c r e t a r y
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M embers of Com mittee o f Commissioners:
Ascension RE
Calvary TE
Central Georgia TE
E. Canada RE
E. Carolina TE
Evangel TE
G ulf Coast TE
James River RE
Louisiana TE
Mississippi Valley TE
N. Illinois RE
Pacific Northwest RE
Philadelphia TE
Tenn. Valley TE
W estm inster RE

(C lerk’s Note: Recom mendations 4, 5, and 6 were handled §11-70, p. 136. They are 
included here for easier reference.)
TE Luder G. W hitlock, Jr. led the Assembly in its hourly prayer.

An am endment to Recom mendation 3 and an am endment to this am endm ent were 
introduced and discussion was begun.

11-66 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education
The order of the day having arrived, TE Paul G. Settle, chairm an, presented a partial 

report o f the Com mittee. On motion Recom mendation 13 §11-75, p. 130) was adopted.

11-67 Recess
There being but a few minutes remaining before the order o f the day and there being 

much business on the evening’s docket. Acting M oderator W illiamson declared the 
court in recess at 4:50 p.m . and closed the session with prayer.

MINUTES— THURSDAY EVENING
June 16, 1983

Eleventh Session
11-68 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly reconvened at 7:30 p.m . with prayer by TE John C. Neville, J r ., who 
also included special intercession for RE Wes M orrow ’s niece, Beverly Robertson, in 
the hospital following her second surgery for a brain tumor.

11-69 Special Offering Received
TE Robert C. Schoof was recognized to report on the special offering taken to help 

offset the losses suffered by four Korean brothers (see §11-35). A total o f $1,429 was 
received and presented, and TE Young Park expressed their thanks to the Assembly and 
their resolve that ten percent would be given to MNA and ten to MTW.

11-70 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations Con
tinued

The Assembly returned to the report o f the Com mittee. Recom m endations 4 , 5, and 6 
were handled at this time.
RE Leland Nichols led the A ssem bly’s hourly prayer at 8:30 p .m ., and M oderator 
Austin returned to the chair.
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11-71 Report on Retirement Facility in Southern Florida
TE James M. Baird, Jr. made a special report on progress on a retirement facility 

underway in Southern Florida, sponsored by PCA teaching and ruling elders. Those 
interested in it or in possible sim ilar developments were encouraged to contact RE Robert 
Eberst, Executive Director, Genesis Life Care, Inc.. 4111 S.W. 4th St., Miami, FL 33134.

11-72 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to North America 
Continued

TE David H. Jussely, chairm an, continued the report of the Com m ittee and Recom
mendations 6-29 were handled at this time.

On motion the report as a whole was received.
TE Harry D. Long led in the hourly prayer at 9:30 p .m ., including special intercession 

for New York City and for RE H. I. Woodward and family on the death his mother today.

11-73 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Covenant College
TE Robert E. Hays presented the budget of the College, and President Essenburg 

reviewed it for the Assembly. Recommendation 4 (Appendix N, p. 299) was adopted  and 
the report as a whole was received.

11-74 Reconsideration of Item from the Report of the Committee of Commis
sioners on Adminstration.

On motion the Assembly voted to reconsider Recom mendation 36 from the report of 
this Com mittee. The Recommendation was amended by reversing the order o f 'a ' and 
‘b ’ on how obligations are to be paid, and by the addition of the following: ‘That in item 
3, the expression ‘expenses are not to exceed incom e’ be understood to mean the 
summation o f total income and total expenses for the fiscal year o f the com m ittee or 
agency and that use of a line of credit or other short-term cash management tools not be 
precluded. The am ended Recom mendation was then adopted.

TE W illiam D. M cColley led the Assembly in prayer at 10:30 p.m .

11-75 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education 
Continued

TE Paul G. Settle, chairm an, led the Assembly in prayer and presented the report of 
the Com mittee. Recom mendations were voted as follows.
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. M inutes o f the Permanent Com mittee for Christian Education and Publications: 
June 14, 1982; July 17, 1982; August 27-28, 1982; December 2-3, 1982; March 
4-5, 1983.

B. Report and Recom mendations o f the Permanent Com m ittee (Appendix C, p.
178 )

C. Report and Recom mendations of the Certification Com m ittee (Appendix C , p. 
181)

D. Overture 16 (p. 44 ).
II. M ajor Issues Discussed:

A. Financial support for CE/P.
B. Internship training program.
C. Increased use of Great Com mission Publications material.

III. Recommendations:
1. That the minutes of CE/P for June 14, 1982, July 17, 1982, August 27- 28, 

1982, December 2-3, 1982, and March 4-5, 1983 be approved without excep
tion. Adopted
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2. That the proposed budget for 1984 as presented by the Permanent Sub-commit- 
tee on Stewardship ministries be approved. Adopted 11-

3. That the Coordinator and Staff be highly com mended for their consistent and 
faithful ministry to the denom ination. Adopted

4. That the Rev. Charles H. Dunahoo be re-elected Coordinator for CE/P through 
the 1984 General Assembly. Adopted

5. That pastors, sessions, other church leaders, and individuals be strongly 
encouraged to take advantage o f the variety of conferences and seminars 
relating to pastoral skills and other areas of the church 's educational and 
training ministries, such as, church growth and revitalization, teacher training, 
officer training, leadership sem inars, music training and family ministries.

Adopted
6. That churches be encouraged to support the denom ination's Junior High Cam p, 

June 27 though July 2, 1983; Senior High Conference at Ridge Haven C on
ference Center, July 18-23,1983. Adopted

7. That the members o f the W om en's Advisory Sub-committee be thanked for 
their diligent interest and involvement in the PC A ’s W IC ministries. Adopted

8. That local churches and presbyteries desiring to organize W IC groups be 
encouraged to contact the CE/P office for materials and consultation. Adopted

9. That the W IC be thanked for their generous support of the 1982 Love G ift, and 
that the 1984 Love Gift project be designated for Covenant College.

Adopted
10. That those individuals and churches receiving the ‘PCA M essenger’ (some 

54,000 family units) be encouraged as they read the ‘M essenger' to be aware of 
the need to uphold the A ssem bly 's total program , com m ittees, agencies, and 
staff in regular prayer, and that the CE/P Com mittee be encouraged, as funding 
and staffing are available, to continue to expand the m agazine’s design to 
incorporate all o f the areas originally proposed in the 1976 General Assembly 
M inutes(M 4GA. p. 85). Adopted

(C lerk 's note: The following is an extract from the M4GA  o f the action referred to above 
outlining the proposed design o f the denom inational magazine:

Its design shall be as follows:
a N ew s C ontent —  the prim ary purpose o f the m agazine shall be to provide new s o f  the 

denom ination  concerning  the work o f the m ajor com m ittees, the presbyteries and churches, 
b Kditorial Policy —  the m agazine shall contain  no purely editorial m aterial
c. Specia l F eatures —  space shall be devoted  regularly  to the follow ing features:

( 1). Fam ily Section  —  including a Bible study suitable for fam ily devotions.
(2). D iscussion  —  pro and con on issues currently  under study by any com m ittee  o f the 

church.
(3). T heological Section —  devoted  only to studies in areas already recognized  by the 

denom ination  (e .g . W estm inster S tandards. Book o f  C hurch O rder !
(4 | L ead ersh ip  Section  —  designed especially  for train ing  officers in the church.
(5). Feature Section  —  contain ing  articles on m usic, book review s, specialized  m inistries, 

biographies.
d A dvertising —  directo ry-type advertising  shall he included for approved C hristian en te r

prises and for churches and individuals o f the PCA. 
e. S ize, L ayout, Frequency —  the m agazine shall be published m onthly on 6 ' x 9 ‘ stock and 

shall conta in  suitable art work and photographs.

11. That local churches be encouraged to respond to a survey regarding radio and 
television ministry uses and needs in the local area. (The survey will be mailed 
in early Fall of 1983.) Adopted

12. That Overture 15. from the Tenth General Assembly (p. 53) be answered in the 
following manner:
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a. That reference be made to the Tenth General Assembly M inutes, page 117,
10-90, Item 16, regarding the use of the denom inational magazine: “ . . .a l l  
boards and com mittees o f the PCA are requested to use the 'M essenger’ as 
a vehicle for their publications and news announcem ents, when possib le.”

Adopted
b. That PSCSM , which is responsible for coordinating, planning and budget

ary review, seek to develop a method which will better coordinate both the 
appeals and promotional materials which are sent to the local churches for 
each calendar year. Adopted

13. That the CE/P Com mittee circulate a survey to the pastors attending this 
Assembly regarding 'continuing education needs' and that the surveys be 
returned to the CE/P booktable before the close of the Assembly.

Adopted in §11-66, p . 135
14. That Reformation Sunday, October 30, 1983, be designated as a day of special 

prayer, em phasis, and support for the PC A 's CE/P ministry. Adopted
15. That churches be encouraged to use books, curriculum , and audio-visual 

materials and equipm ent from the CE/P bookstore. Adopted
16. That the local churches be encouraged to use the filmstrips and other audio

visual materials available from the CE/P lending library. Adopted
17. That the report from the A ssem bly’s Certification Com m ittee be received as 

inform ation, and that the presbyteries be reminded o f the constitutional require
ment (BCO, 19: 9-15) to have a plan for training their ministerial candidates 
approved by the Certification Com mittee. Adopted

18. That since the General Assembly, in its adoption o f the requirem ent for one 
year o f mandatory licensure under the supervision o f the presbyteries, did 
expressly establish a ‘grandfather clause’ exem pting those candidates who 
were already under process under the previous requirem ents and did allow the 
presbyteries two years to develop the required programs for supervision, this 
same procedure be followed in regard to those candidates, who were in process 
under the supervision of the RPCES and those presbyteries created by Joining 
and Receiving. Adopted

19. That the General Assembly strongly challenge the presbyteries to accept their 
financial responsibilities to participants in the mandatory internship program so 
that the participants may devote themselves fully to the benefits o f this program 
in terms o f their readiness for the m inistry. Adopted

20. That the General Assembly instruct its Stated Clerk to transm it copies of 
Chapter 19 of the Book o f  Church Order, together with copies o f plans o f the 
Internship Program of each presbytery which has been approved by the C er
tification Com mittee to the Chief Policy Section for each student loan program 
adm inistered by the United States Department o f Education under a cover letter 
requesting recognition that our requirem ents constitute an 'eligible internship’ 
under the pertinent sections of the Code of Federal Regulations. This action is 
to be taken by the Clerk as soon as practicable with regard to plans already 
approved. Further, the Clerk shall make it a standing practice to advise the 
pertinent United States Department of Education personnel when a presbytery 
plan becomes approved, or, in the case of previously approved plans, disap
proved. Adopted

21. That Overture 16, (p. 40) be answered in the negative.
Grounds: This issue is currently under study by the Board of Great Com mission 
Publications. Adopted
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22. That CE/P Com m ittee be found to have com plied with the provisions mandated 
in Joining and Receiving as adopted by the Ninth General Assembly. Adopted

23. That pastors, sessions, and other church leaders be urged to examine and use 
the curricula and other educational materials published by Great Com mission 
Publications. Adopted

Roll of Com missioners present:
Central Carolina RE Robert M. Beard
Tennessee Valley TE W illiam Bell
Siouxlands RE Andrew Belz
Central Florida TE Peter Cross
Central Georgia TE Mark Cushman
Mississippi Valley TE W illiam Dever
Southwest RE Gerald F. Flardcastle
Oklahom a TE Howard C. Kelley
W estm inster TE Robert E. Lane
Grace RE E. W. Liner
Evangel TE Robert Muhlig
Korean Language TE Samuel D. W. Park
W estern Carolinas RE David R. Peyde
Great Lakes TE Donald Remillard
New Jersey TE Lawrence C. Roff
New River RE Ray Scott
Calvary TE Paul Settle
St. Louis TE Richard Tevebaugh
Delmarva TE Roland M. Travis
Southern Florida TE Eric J. Tucker
G ulf Coast TE James Watson

Respectfully submitted,
P a u l  S e t t l e , C h a i r m a n  

L a w r e n c e  C .  R o f f , S e c r e t a r y

11-76 Recess
On motion the Assembly voted to recess and the session was closed with prayer by RE 

Fred Shumpert at 11:15 p.m .

MINUTES —  FRIDAY MORNING
June 17,1983

Twelfth Session
11-77 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly reconvened at 8:00 a.m . with the singing of ‘From All That Dwell 
Below the Skies’ and prayer by TE James A. Jones, Jr.
11-78 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Christian Education Con
tinued

TE Paul G. Settle returned to the podium, and the report of the Com m ittee was on 
motion received as a whole.
11-79 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Covenant Seminary Con
tinued

TE G. Brent Bradley continued the report o f this Com mittee o f Com m issioners on 
Covenant Seminary. Recom mendations II and 12 were handled at this time.

TE John W. Buswell led the Assembly in prayer at 9:00 a.m .
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11-80 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Mission to the World
The M oderator yielded the chair to RE Richard Chewning, and TE Jack S. Ross, 

chairm an, led in prayer and began the report o f this Com mittee.
I. Business Referred to the Committee:

A. The report o f the Committee on Mission to the W orld. (Appendix J, p. 242).
B. Minutes o f the Com mittee o f Mission to the W orld. September 9-11. 1982; 

November 18-20. 1982; February 17-19. 1983; and May 12-14. 1983.
C. Audit Reports dated December 31. 1982 for MTW and SIMA.
D. Proposed 1984 budget for MTW (Appendix N, p. 282) and SIMA (Appendix 

N, p. 284).
E. Proposed Cooperative Agreements with:

1. The Institute Evangelistico De M exico (Appendix N, p. 255).
2. The Operation M obilization, Inc. (Appendix N. p. 258).
3. Youth for Christ International (Appendix N, p. 259).
4. Helps International Ministries and M r./M rs. Robert Brown (Appendix N.

p. 261).
II. M ajor Issues Discussed:

Further, the Com mittee reports one major issue discussed, namely that issues found 
in the Stewardship Report entitled 'A ttachm ent K-Plan for General Assembly 
Reorganization- (Appendix, pp. ).

III. Recommendations:
1. That the minutes o f the Committee on Mission to the World for Septem ber 9-11. 

1982; November 18-20, 1982; February 17-19, 1983: and May 12-14, 1983 be 
approved with the following exceptions:
a. September 9-11, 1982. Presbytery representation not listed as required in 

Guidelines 8-13, 3f. on page 1.
b. September 9-11. 1983 (Page 18, ‘0 ’). No reason is given for waiving 

policy, as required.
c. November 18-20 (Page 1). Presbytery representation not listed.
d. February 17-19 (Page 1). Presbytery representation not listed. M inutes not 

signed.
e. May 12-14 (Page 1). Presbytery representation not listed. Adopted

2. That the General Assembly express its gratitude to God for each missionary and
candidate and ask His continued provision for their spiritual, physical and 
emotional needs. Adopted

3. That the G eneral A ssem bly express its apprecia tion  to the P resby teries,
churches and individuals who give prayerful and financial support to the 
missionary family and the work o f Mission to the World. A dopted

4. That the General Assembly com mend the work o f Paul M cKaughan and that he
be re-elected to the office of Coordinator of the Com mittee on the Mission to 
the World through the 1984 General Assembly. A dopted

5. That the General Assembly express its appreciation to Associate Coordinator
Nelson M alkus, to M issionary/Evangelist Jimmy Lyons, to SIMA Coordinator 
Jayson Kyle, to Administrative Director Carl W ilhelm , and to the entire MTW 
Staff for their exemplary service to our Lord in behalf of 6.

6. That the General Assembly express its appreciation to the former WPM Staff
for their faithful service and that it pray for those who are now unem ployed and 
that they may soon find new em ployment. A dopted
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7. That the General Assembly approve in principle the concept o f a season of
prayer as presented by MNA (Appendix I, p. 237). Adopted

8. That the General Assembly urge the churches to set aside a portion o f their
giving for the suffering peoples o f the world and that, to this end, it be further 
recommended that a special offering for world relief be taken during April 1984 
and channeled through the Com m ittee on the Mission to the W orld. Adopted

9. That the Presbyteries and churches be urged to challenge their gifted men to
-  serve the cause of Christ in world evangelization, and particularly that the need

be published for ordained teaching elders to serve on MTW church-planting 
teams. Adopted

10. That the General Assembly adopt the proposal o f the Permanent Sub-commit- 
tee on Stewardship M inistries for the Reorganization of the Permanent C om 
mittees o f the General Assembly (Attachment K. p. 106). Adopted

11. That the General Assembly allow MTW an additional year to respond to the 
issue o f mission/church relations. Adopted

12. Recom mendations concerning approval o f cooperative agreements:
a. That the Cooperative Agreem ent between MTW and the Institute Evan- 

gelistico De M exico be approved, and that the staff o f M ission to the W orld 
express concern that there is need for clarification of the doctrinal state
ment concerning the doctrine of the Trinity so as to avoid any appearance 
of inconsistency with regard to the doctrine. Adopted  
John Mason and Allen Duble requested recording of their negative votes 
on ‘a ’.

b. That the Cooperative Agreem ent between MTW and Operation M obiliza
tion be approved. Adopted

c. That the Cooperative Agreement between MTW and Youth for Christ 
International be approved. Adopted

d. That the Cooperative Agreem ent between SIMA and Helps International 
Ministries be approved with directive that the Permanant Com m ittee of 
MTW express concern to Helps International M inistries concerning a need 
for clarification o f Item 7 in this doctrinal statement. Adopted

The follow ing substitute failed , by 196 to 197. and those who w ished their affirm ative votes 
recorded are listed thereunder.

'T ha t the cooperative  agreem ent w ith H elps International M inistries and SIM A  be returned to 
the perm anent C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld for further study as to w hether the 
doctrinal statem ent o f  H I M .. 7. is out o f  accord with the PCA s tan d ard s .'

D avid R. D ively Edw in P. E lliott. Jr.
Jam es A Jones. Jr. W illiam  H. R ose. Jr.
John M. W arren . Jr Jam es K. W orkm an

D avid R Dively and Jam es A. Jones. Jr. requested recording o f their negative votes on the adoption 
o f  d \

13. That the reduced 1983 and proposed 1984 budgets for both MTW (p. 282) and 
SIMA (Appendix, p. 284) be approved. Adopted

14. That the report as a whole be received. Adopted

Respectfully Subm itted.
J a c k  Ross, C h a i r m a n  

T h o m a s  W a l d e c k e r . S e c r e t a r y

TE Donald E. Hoke led the Assembly in its hourly prayer at 10:05 a .m ., including 
special prayer for Robert Lowrey.
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11-81 Reports of Judicial Commissions
The Assembly moved to the consideration o f reports o f  the several com m issions. 

(C lerk’s note: The text of the complaint in each case is presented first, followed by the 
report o f the Judicial Com m ission, and the action o f the Assem bly.)

CASE 1

Complaint of TE Robert L. Reymond, el a l.. against Uliana Presbytery 
Case 1 was presented by TE Roland S. Barnes, beginning with prayer.
C ase 1: C om plaint o f R obert I.. R eym ond (T E ), et a l..  against Illiana Presbytery  (PCA )

W e. the undersigned, do  hereby com plain against the Illiana P resbytery , convened in special m eeting (pro  re 
nata) on M onday. August 30. 1982. and T hursday. Septem ber 2. 1982. for failing to take w hat we deem  to  be 
appropriate actions prescribed  by the B ook o f  Church O rder. 34-7 , in dealing  with a teaching e lder under its 
ju risd ic tion .

The facts leading to this com plain t are these:
W hereas, an a d  hoc  com m ittee o f  Presbytery found a teaching  e lder guilty o f  v io lating the seventh 
com m andm ent on a num ber o f  occasions throughout the sum m er o f 1974, w hich finding w as upheld by 
Presbytery; and
W hereas, the sam e com m ittee  found him in e rror for 'avo id ing  full restitution until recen tly .' w hich finding 
w as upheld by Presbytery: and
W hereas, Presbytery at the special m eeting , in add ition , found him  in v io lation o f  the ninth com m andm ent in 
failing to d isclose this 1974 offense to Presbytery in 1976 when he w as under investigation for and subsequently  
found guilty  o f  transgressing  the seventh com m andm ent w ith another w om an in 1973. w hich offense resulted 
in a tw o-m onth  suspension in 1976; and
W hereas, Presbytery at the special m eeting, in addition , found him  in violation o f the ninth com m andm ent in 
not keeping lawful prom ises inasm uch as he violated his sixth and seventh ord ination  vow s; and 
W hereas, Presbytery at the special m eeting , in addition found him  in violation o f  the tenth com m andm ent in 
that it expressly  forbids coveting  o n e 's  ne ighbor's  w ife: and
W hereas, after finding him  in violation o f these several com m andm ents for the stated reasons. Presbytery 
then , a fter defeating  the m otion to charge him  with adultery .

(1) finally charged him  only with violating the ninth com m andm ent in that he did not keep a lawful 
prom ise inasm uch as he violated the 6th and 7th ord ination  vow s o f  the R PCEC FO G . in that he did 
not m ake full disclosure in the judicia l proceedings o f  1976 o f  an adulterous re la tionship  in 1974 
w ith a m arried w om an , nor d id he fully m ake restitu tion  to the w om an 's  husband until the sum m er 
o f 1982; and then

(2) in light o f  this greatly  reduced charge w hich elim inates entirely  the charge o f the acts o f  adultery 
itself, look the follow ing final action:

that the R everend be adm onished for not m aking full disclosure o f facts relevant to a judicia l 
process until recently , and for not paying prom pt restitution to the injured husband. And in the 
light o f the seriousness o f this and o ther past m atters that the Presbytery requires the R everend 
to reconsider his call to the m inistry through counsel with a com m ittee o f  Presbytery; 

T herefore, we do hereby com plain  against this reduction o f charges from  the original findings and the final 
action o f  P resbytery , and respectfully  petition G eneral A ssem bly to redress this m iscarriage o f  ju s tice  by 
d irecting Illiana Presbytery

(1) to include w ithin its charges all the violations w hich it found the o ffender to  be guilty  o f. 
specifically , the 1974 acts o f adultery, and

(2) to take such action against the offender as is com m ensurate  with the expanded charges, specifically , 
that prescribed by the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. 34-7.

R espectfully  subm itted.
Ro b e r t  L . R e y m o n d . T F  
W . H a r o l d  M a r e . T F

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 1 

I STATEMENT OF FACTS
I. A teaching elder o f the Illiana Presbytery confessed to sin of adultery to a 

mem ber o f Presbytery.
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2. An Ad Hoc com mittee of Presbytery was assigned to ‘investigate the m atter'.
3. A special meeting o f Presbytery was called for August 30. 1982, ‘to consider 

judicial process regarding' the teaching elder.
4. The minister was not charged with the offense to which he confessed.
5. The minister, however, was charged with, and confessed to serious violations 

of the 9th com m andm ent with respect to his violation o f the 7th com m andm ent.
6. The Presbytery, having charged the teaching elder only with violations of the 

9th com m andm ent, rendered the following judgment:
a. That he be adm onished for violations of the 9th com m andm ent.
b. That he be required ‘to reconsider his call to the ministry through counsel 

with a com mittee of Presbytery '.
II STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES

1. W hy was the Teaching Elder not charged with the offense to which he 
confessed?

2. Did the Teaching E lder's offenses require a more severe censure than that 
adm inistered by the Presbytery?

III JUDGMENT OF THE CASE
It is therefore ordered, adjudged, and decreed by the Com mission that the 

com plaint o f TE Robert L. Reym ond, et a l., against Illiana Presbytery, PCA. be 
sustained in all its parts.
1. Item 1 of the com plaint was sustained. Com plaint that Illiana Presbytery failed

to take appropriate action prescribed by the BCO, 34-7 in dealing with a 
teaching elder under its jurisdiction. A dopted

2. Item 2 of the com plaint was sustained.
Com plaint against this reduction of charges from the original findings and final 
action of Presbytery '
It is also ordered, adjudged and decreed by the com mission that the case be sent 
back to Illiana Presbytery for a new trial. A dopted

IV. EXPLANATION
1. The Teaching Elder confessed to sins which were not taken into consideration 

in the Presbytery 's judgm ent.
2. Even though the charge o f adultery was not considered, the censure o f the 

Presbytery was not com m ensurate with the gravity of the offences with which 
he was charged.

V RECOMMENDATION
In light o f the fact that the record o f the case contained many inconsistencies in the 

application o f the BCO , Part II, Rules o f Discipline, we direct the Presbytery to 
carefully follow the procedures set forth in the BCO  for the orderly conduct of 
proceedings. Adopted

R o n a l d  S .  B a r n e s , C h a i r m a n  

G .  B r e n t  B r a d l e y , S e c r e t a r y

CASE 7

Complaint by Stark Wilbor et al. against North Georgia Presbytery.
Case 7 was presented by TE Robert E. Hayes, who opened the report with prayer.

C ase 7: C om plaint by T E  Stark  W ilbor et a l. against N orth G eorgia Presbytery
T his serves as a w ritten notice o f com plain t against N orth G eorgia Presbytery for approving  anti sustaining 

the theological exam ination  o f M r. John Parrish at presbytery on January  15. 1983.
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In his exam ination . M r. Parrish c learly  stated that he did not believe that the first day o f the w eek is. from  the 
resurrection  o f C hrist to the end o f the w orld, the C hristian Sabbath.

This is an obv ious denial o f the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  (X X I. V II). the L arger C atechism  (Q . 116) 
and the Shorter C atechism  (Q .59).

1 STATEMENT OF THE FACTS
Com plaint was brought against North Georgia Presbytery for its action in 

sustaining the examination for transfer of license of John Parrish from another 
presbytery. In the com plaint, it was stated that ‘M r.Parrish clearly stated that he did 
not believe that the first day of the week is, from the resurrection o f Christ to the end 
o f the world, the Christian Sabbath'.

This was seen by the complainants as a denial o f the W estminster Confession o f  
Faith  (X X I.7), the Larger Catechism  (Question 116), and the Shorter Catechism  
(Question 9).

II. STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES
The Com mission felt that the Issue in this case was whether or not a strict view of 

the Christian Sabbath as defined by the W estminster Confession o f  Faith  (X X I.7) is 
necessary for a man to be licensed.

III JUDGMENT OF THE CASE
The Com mission took the following action:

1. To sustain the specification of error against the action o f North Georgia 
Presbytery. Adopted

2. To annul the action of North Georgia Presbytery concerning their sustaining the 
theological examination fo rtransfe ro f license o f John Parrish. Adopted

IV RECOMMENDATION
To direct North Georgia Presbytery to instruct John Parrish in this fundamental 

element o f  doctrine; and if and when his view is brought into conform ity with 
Scripture, the doctrinal standards and the BCO  to re-examine him in this area.

Adopted

CONCLUSION
This report is presented by this com mission with the motion that it be regarded and 

treated as the action and judgm ent of the Eleventh General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in America.

C om m issioners requesting their negative votes recorded w ere Dan H endley. Robert M cP herson. Leon 
D. Lovett III. A llen M. B aker. Edw ard W (T ed) Pow ers. Robert P. E ickelberg , and W esley E berhart.

S tark P W ilbor 
C. M ichael S h inkoff 
Ron Kozak 
D avid Liphant 
Eugene Hunt 
Ted L ester 
Seixas 'C h ip ' M ilner

C harles G . D eBardeleben 
John M. K cKay 
Bill Stevenson

Joe M oreeraft. Ill 
Ronald H. Parrish 
W arren E. G ardner

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 7

R o b e r t  E .  H a y s , C h a i r m a n  

S t e v e n  A .  J a k e s , C l e r k

A lso. Daniel C . B roadw ater requested his negative vote on part 2 o f  the Judgm ent.
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CASE 2

Complaint of Val H. Barleman, et al. against the Presbytery of Ascension
Case 2 was presented by TE Tim othy D. Rott, who began his report with prayer.

C ase 2 C om plaint o f  Val B. B arlem an el al. against the P resbvtory o f  A scension
W hereas, in the action o f  the Presbytery o f  A scension o f  the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica , at the S tated 

M eeting Septem ber II , 1982. in M onroeville . P ennsylvania, respecting the sustain ing  o f  the trials for 
ord ination  o f M r. Kurt Luljens. w hich action is contrary  to The Book o f  C hurch O rder, Section  21-5. w hich 
requires receiv ing  and adopting  the C onfession  o f  Faith and the C atechism  o f  this C hurch ' and approving 'the  
form  o f  governm ent and d iscipline o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica .' the undersigned hereby com plain  
to the G eneral A ssem bly o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica o f this action o f  the Presbytery o f  the 
A scension .

H istory
In tw o separate papers provided to  p resbyters, one m ailed in advance o f the m eeting and one d istribu ted  at 

the m eeting , and in oral testim ony before the presbytery and officially  tape recorded. M r. Lut jens m ade various 
excep tions to the C onfession  o f  Faith  and the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, w hich taken singly o r co llectively  m ake it 
im possible for him  to satisfactorily  affirm  questions 2 and 3 o f the ordination  vow s. An am endm ent to not 
sustain the sacram ents and polity portion o f the exam  failed by a narrow m argin . The exam  as a w hole was 
sustained  w ith a sizeable m inority  voting in the negative.

R easons for the C om plaint
( 1) T he candidate took exception  to BC O  58-4 w hich restricts the invitation given at the L o rd 's  Supper to 

session-approved persons o r professing  C hristians who are "co m m u n ican ts  in good standing in any 
evangelical c h u rc h ."  He believes it is illeg itim ate  to include church m em bership  as a requirem ent for one 
to participate in the L o rd 's  Supper. In addition to explicit rejection o f this portion o f B C O  58-4 there are 
these further considerations:
(a) B C  6 -2 . defin ing  com m uning m em bers and their relation to the L o rd 's  Supper as involving 

professsion . baptism , and then adm ission  to the L o rd 's  Table.
(b) W C F  25:3 w hich states that the ord inances o f  G od are given to the visible church.
<c) W C F  27:1 w hich teaches that the sacram ents put a visible difference betw een . th e  C hurch and

the rest o f  the w o rld .'
(d) W LC  Q . 162 w hich p laces the sacram ents in his c h u rch .' 'to  oblige them  to o b e d ien ce .' and to 

d istinguish  them  from those that are w ithou t.'
(e) W C F  29:1 and W LC Q . 168 w hich specify participants as 'm em bers  o f  the sam e m ystical body .'
(f) G iven the high view  o f the visible chu rch , 'o u t o f w hich there is no ord inary  possib ility  o f sa lva tion ' 

(W C F  25:2). the flagrant d isobedience to Jesus C hrist in not affiliating  w ith His C hurch can hardly 
be looked upon as 'w orthy  receiv ing ' o f  the body and blood o f C hrist.

(g) Such a view with our standards concerning  the relation o f  the sacram ents to the visible church is 
system ic and fundam ental, and it is not a valid o r acceptable exception .

(2) U nder exam ination  the candidate refused to affirm  that he would deny baptism  lo a n  allegedly professing 
adult who would not becom e a m em ber o f  the visible church upon baptism . The constitu tionality  o f  this is 
denied .
(a) W C F  27:1 declares that sacram ents are . . . to put a visible difference betw een those that belong

unto the C hurch , and the rest o f the w o rld .'
(b) W C F  28:1 declares that 'b ap tism  is . . . for the solem n adm ission o f the party baptized  into the

visible C h u rch .'
The Scriptural support for this m akes such a recipient d isobedient to Jesus C hrist and thus brings the 
credib ility  o f  his profession  into question .

(c) W LC Q. 165 brings together regeneration  and union with C hrist and being adm itted  into the visible 
church.

(d) W LC  Q . 166 prohibits baptism s to those 'th a t are out o f the visible c h u rc h .' and it does this on the 
grounds that those outside the visible church are also 's trangers from the covenant o f  p ro m ise .'

(e) B C O  27-2 and 57-3  presum e the re la tionship  o f  baptism  and visible church m em bership . Such a 
connection  betw een the covenant com m unity  and the sign o f the covenant is system ic and 
fundam ental, and it is not a valid o r acceptable exception.

(3) R egarding Sabbath observance, the cand idate  w rites in his 'e x cep tio n s ':
'I take exception  to the prescriptions for observance o f  Sabbath contained  in the WCF C hap ter XXL 

Paragraph VIII. and questions 117 and 119 o f  the Larger C atech ism .'
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(a) Specifically , he rejects the prohibition  o f recreation  and the adm onition  to give the w hole tim e over 
to public and private w orsh ip .'

(bl M ore crucia l, how ever, is his inclusion in recreation  perm itted , com m ercial recreations w ithout 
any explic it o r im plicit exceptions.

(c) Such exceptions violate the BC O  48-3 and 48-4  as well.
(4) In violation o f W CF  28 :3 . w hich declares that 'B ap tism  is rightly adm inistered  by pouring , o r sp rinkling  

w ater upon the p e rso n .' the candidate affirm s that baptism  is also rightly adm inistered  by im m ersion. 
T his vio lates BC O  56-6 w hich lim its the m ode to pouring or sp rink ling .'

(5) In v io lation o f  the BC O  7-2 and 9-3 the candidate believes the office  o f  deacon is open to w om en as well 
as m en.

The undersigned com plainan ts do  hereby com plain  against the action o f  the Presbytery o f the 
A scension and ask the G eneral A ssem bly to sustain this com plain t and declare the action o f  the 
Septem ber II. 1982. m eeting o f the Presbytery o f the A scension in sustaining the trials for o rd ination  o f 
M r. Kurt Lutjens annulled.

For the cause o f C hrist and His K ingdom
V a l  H . BARLEMAN. RE
C a r l  W . B o g u e . TE
G e o r g e  R. C a l e r . r e

Peter  St a z e n  I I .  TE

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 2

I. The com plaint o f RE Val H. Barleman, e ta l. against the Presbytery o f Ascension in 
sustaining the trials for ordination of Mr. Kurt Lutjens at its Septem ber 11, 1982 
meeting o f Presbytery.

II. The Com m ission 's response to the specific reasons for the com plaint is as follows:
A. The candidate took exception to BCO  58-4 ‘which restricts the invitation given 

at the L ord 's supper to session-approved persons or professing Christians who 
are" com m unicants in good standing in any evangelical church .”  He believes it 
is illegitimate to include church membership as a requirem ent for one to 
participate in the L ord 's Supper. Sustained 7-4-0

B. Under exam ination the candidate refused to affirm that he would deny baptism 
to an allegedly professing adult who would not become a m em ber of the visible 
church upon baptism. The constitutionality of this is denied. Sustained 6-4-1

C. Regarding Sabbath observance, the candidate writes in his ‘exceptions’: '1 take 
exception to the prescriptions for observance of the Sabbath contained in the 
W CF  Chapter XXI, Paragraph VIII, and questions 17 and 119 of the larger 
catechism .'N ot Sustained 1-9-1

D. In violation o f WCF  28:3. which declares that ‘Baptism is rightly adm inistered 
by pouring, or sprinkling water upon the person ,' the candidate affirms that 
baptism is also rightly administered by immersion. This violates BCO  56-6 
which limits the mode to 'pouring or sprinkling.' Not Sustained 2-8-1

E. In violation o f the BCO  7-2 and 9-3 the candidate believes the office o f deacon 
is open to women as well as men.* Sustained 9-2-0
(*Note: Mr. Lutjens indicated that he would in practice com ply with the BCO  
7-2; 9-3)

III JUDGMENTS
1. The Com mission sustains the complaint o f Barleman el al. against the Presby

tery o f the Ascension in sustaining the trials for ordination of Mr. Kurt Lutjens 
at its September 11, 1982 meeting and declares the said action annulled. (Note: 
This judgm ent annulls the action o f the presbytery in sustaining the trials for 
ordination but does not in itself annull Presbytery’s act o f ordination, and so 
does not remove Mr. Lutjens from the roll o f Presbytery). A dopted
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RECOMMENDATIONS
1. That pastoral concern, care and prayer be exercised by Presbytery as it seeks to

implement the directives given by the General Assembly. Adopted
2. That Mr. Kurt Lutjens be given all love and instruction that he may come to 

appreciate, receive and adopt the Constitutional Standards of the PCA.
Adopted

3. T hat a P asto ral C o m m ittee  com posed  o f th ree  c o m p la in a n ts  and tw o 
respondents in this case, be appointed by the M oderator o f the Presbytery o f the 
Ascension to guide and direct the implementation o f Recom mendation 2.

Adopted
4. The General Assembly directs the Presbytery of the Ascension to correct the

aspects o f the trial for ordination which are contrary to the Constitutional 
Standards of the PCA. Adopted

5. That the Pastoral Com mittee be instructed by this General Assembly to pursue
orderly discipline against Mr. Lutjens, if his views continue to fail to conform 
with the W ord o f God, the Standards o f this Church, and the Book o f  Church 
Order, after due pastoral counsel. Adopted

The following protest was received and ordered spread upon the record.
W ith respect for my brethren and fellow  elders o f  the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly o f the P resbyterian
C hurch in A m erica . I w ish to express my protest o f the G eneral A ssem bly 's  decision  on Judicial C ase 2 in 
accordance w ith B ook o f  C hurch O rder  45-2.

M y reasons are that the specific reasons. A . B. and E . o f  the C o m m issio n 's  response sustain ing  the 
com plain t against A scension Presbytery require o f a candidate for ord ination  m ore than ou r ord ination  
vow s require.

R eason E : for a candidate to believe that Scrip tures may be interpreted to allow  the o ffice  o f deacon 
to be open to w om en as well as m en w hile h is practice w ould be in accordance w ith the Form  o f 
G overnm en t's  prohibition o f the office o f deacon to w om en is not a contradiciton  o f  ord ination  
vow s 3 and 4 in B ook o f  C hurch O rder  21-5.
R easons A and B: A lthough chapters 56. 57 . and 58 o f  the D irectory for W orship  have been given 
full constitu tional authority  by the 1981 G eneral A ssem bly , there are several aspects o f  their 
teaching that cannot be dem onstrated  to be required by Scrip tu re , in accordance w ith the regulative 
principle o f  w orship  —  for exam ple. 58-5 indicates that the L o rd 's  table should be 'decen tly  
c o v ered ', that 'w in e ' (as opposed to grape ju ice?) should be used, and that the M in ister ' (rather 
than a ruling elder?) should set the e lem ents apart by p rayer and thanksgiving

1 o ffer a protest ra ther than m erely a dissent because I believe it is a serious m atter to place a 
m an s o rd ination  in jeopardy  over issues that are not contrary to his o rd ination  vow s o r that are not 
dem onstrable  from  Scripture.

W i l l ia m  S. B a r k k r . TE  
St. Louis Presbytery

The follow ing com m issioners concurred  in this protest. 
A llen M B arker 111 W m  D M cC olley R ichard T evebaugh
Cal Boroughs Bob M artin C lyde W . Powell
D onald F. Stam L aw rence E Edison D onald M. Long
Dan Hendley D eW itt W atson Patrick J. Vaughn
W ayne Jam ison Robert H. Ham ilton
Frank P. C rane R onald G  Lutjens R onald A Hedy
Tim othy B D obbins Leon D. Lovett III A rthur J. G rant
H arold D. High! D avid H Linden Edw ard T . Noe
Jam es K W orkm an R ichard W Tyson E. A llen Duble
Dan L Sem ones Bill C . G reenw alt G erald M alkus
David F. C offin . Jr. J Robert Fiol H ow ard G riffith
C. Eugene C raven Dan Thom pson W illiam  Harrell
Beryl T . Hubbard A K enneth Kuyk W ayne G ood
Stephen D. W ood Peter W . A nderson Russel G . H ailm an
D ouglas Jasper Lance E. Hudgens John W . Buswell
C harles B H olliday III R onald L. Shaw D ouglas E. Lee
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R obert A. M cPherson Daniel B Ice M orse U p De Graff
Edw ard (T edl W . Pow ers Bryan Chapell Bruce E. Horls
Carl W . Q uikling Robert C . Sw eet Joel B el/
Bruce B H ow es Jint W iest J Robert M artin
Philip W . Solda
D. C orey also  w ished to concur in this pro test, adding to it these w ords. 'T hese  judgm en ts  are 
contrary  to the use o f the w ords 'v isib le  chu rch ' as they are found in the W estm inster S ta n d a rd s .' 
C harles W . M cN utt w ished to concur in the protest w ithout necessarily  approving  all the stated 
reasons.

On motion the Assembly directed the chairman of this Judicial Com m ission be 
directed to put an answer to the protest on the records along with it in accordance with 
BCO  45-3.

On motion the Assembly voted to permit the following statement to be entered on the 
record, and to direct the Chairman of this Judicial Com mission to respond for the 
Assembly to this statement.

W hile fully respecting  the w isdom  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  and deeply appreciating  the spirit 
and work o f  its Judicial C om m ission . I believe that an incorrect decision  has been rendered w hich 
will cause harm  to the m inistry  o f several presbyters and lead to harm  the life o f the Presbytery  o f the 
A scension and possib ly  o ther presbyteries.

My reasons for this dissent are:
1. T he Presbytery did not ask for the A ssem bly to  necessarily  agree with the can d id a te 's  view s 

but to allow them  as exceptions.
2. The Bible is the only infallible rule o f  faith and practice. It is inerrant and totally  authorita tive . 

W hile chap ters  56. 57 . and 58 o f  the D irectory for W orship  have full constitu tional 
au th o rity ', this does not m ake them  Scripture. T hese chapters have only  been authorita tive  for 
tw o years and include provisions w hich are reasonable and generally  in conform ity  to 
Scripture. H ow ever, there are m any th ings that are in addition to Scrip tu re . T his decision  
m akes som e o f those additions grounds lo r judging w hether a m an is w orthy for o rd ination  in 
the PCA. That m akes the D irectory for W orship  too im portant.

3. T his A ssem bly  has not taken  a p osition  regard ing  the q uestion  o f  e x ce p tio n s  to  the 
W estm inster S tandards  It is evident that there is a div ision  o f op in ion  w ithin the A ssem bly 
over the question  o f the strictness o f subscription to the C onfessional standards. H ow ever, 
this decision  goes beyond that question and in effect requires subscription to details o f  the 
D irectory o f  W orship  These details are reasonable but are details that the W estm inster 
D ivines did not think w ere to be included in the C onfession  or C atech ism s, and above a l l . that 
G od did not choose to specify in the B ible. T he D irectory o f W orship  should not be treated as 
an inerrant. au thoritative rule o f faith and practice.

4. The subject o f  the possibility  o f wom en serving as deacons has been w idely d iscussed . Sim ply 
because a man believes that this m ight be perm itted by Scrip ture , should not d isqualify  him  
from serving as a leaching e lder in the PCA T his is especially  true w hen a m an has m ade it 
clear that he would abide by the will o f the C hurch in this m atter.

5. W e have vow ed to w ork for the peace o f  the C hurch . The results o f this decision  will be a 
disruption  in the life o f the young man who was o rdained , deb ilita ting  to the m ission church  
w hich he serves and a source o f great confusion  in ou r w hole Presbytery.

6 . There ought to be a better way to decide issues o f doctrinal subscrip tion . N o debate is 
perm itted , but this is not a case o f  m orality  o r sin but o f the P C A 's  ow n position . W e should 
decide ou r standards w ith m uch thought and d iscussion . W e should not decide them  by cases 
affecting the life and m inistries o f  individuals.
Signed: John P. M acR ae. Nick E. Protos. Dale B. W elden. A rnold F. Frank

The response o f the Assembly, prepared by TE George H. Long, Chairman o f the 
Com m ission, was as follows.

On Reason 1. The parameters for exceptions is the basic issue, one which the 
Assembly has been unwilling to rule upon in general, leaving it to judicial 
process in individual cases. The Com mission is aware that church mem bership 
is not always mentioned in invitations to the Lord’s Supper, but Mr. Lutjens 
does not casually omit membership as a condition but consciously believes that 
'the requirement of church membership represents an obscuring o f that free
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grace'. We understand that his conscience will not allow him to use the words 
about church m em bership in the invitation, indicating a real problem in his 
mind with them.
On Reason 2. The Directory for W orship is a part o f  our C onstitution, and the 
Com mission understood that we were to judge by the Constitution, not deter
mine which parts o f it are authoritative.
On Reason 3. W hile the Assembly has not ruled generally on the exceptions to 
Standards that would be acceptable, it does expect Com m issions to decide in 
individual cases. This the Com mission felt required to do.
On Reason 4. The Com mission first voted 4-6-1 against sustaining the specifi
cation of error re women serving as deacons, and later reconsidered, voting
9-2-0 that the position that women deacons are scriptural is contrary to our BCO 
as it now stands. It was noted that Mr. Lutjens indicated a willingness to 
com ply with the BCO  on this matter. The Com mission had difficulty under
standing why he could comply with BCO  in this instance but could not comply
with the use o f wording in BCO  58-7 re the L ord 's Supper.
The chairm an of the Com mission was among the minority in the 8-3 vote to 
sustain the Com plaint, which is the reason he requested Chaplain Rott to make 
and defend the report, but has endeavored to summarize fairly the gist of hours 
spent by the Com mission in earnest, prayerful, and conscientious deliberation.

Respectfully submitted,
G e o r g e W . L o n g

T E  D avid F. C o llin . Jr. rose to explain that he w ould vote against each  and every  case before  the 
A ssem bly on the basis that he objected  in principle to  requesting  the A ssem bly  to vote concerning  
questions w here there has not been sufficient tim e o r inform ation to m ake a reasonable decision .

RE H. C. Lane led the Assembly in prayer at 11:00 a .m ., including special thanks for 
the return of TE W illiam R. Voorhis to the Assembly following his hospitalization
M onday evening with kidney stones.
11-82 Worship Service

The order o f the day having arrived, the Assembly was led in prayer to conclude the 
business o f the morning by TE Michael R. W illiam s, who included prayer on behalf o f 
RE Tom Cook, J r ., who had been hospitalized in Atlanta with fractures suffered in a car 
accident there on his way to attend the Assembly, and for Mr. George Haskew. The 
service was led by members o f Calvary Presbytery and began with the singing o f 'All 
People That On Earth Do D w ell’. Following prayer by TE R. Grady Love and the 
responsive reading o f Psalms 29 and 30 and prayer led by TE Richard L. Burquet, TE 
Paul G. Settle read Malachi 3:1-12, led in prayer, and preached the sermon on the subject 
o f tithing. The service concluded with prayer, the singing of 'Lord . Thou L ov 'st the 
Cheerful G iver’, and the apostolic benediction at 12:10 p.m .

MINUTES— FRIDAY AFTERNOON
June 16, 1983

Thirteenth Session
11-83 Assembly Reconvened

The Assembly was reconvened at 1:30 p.m . with prayer by TE Lawrence C. Roff.



144 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

11-84 Reports of Judicial Commissions Continued
The Assembly returned to Case 2. The protests, and the response were presented 

during the afternoon. They have been printed with the Case above for greater continuity.

CASE 9

Complaint of the Session of Village Chapel Presbyterian Church in America 
against the Presbytery of Eastern Carolina

Case 9 was presented by TE Robert M. Ferguson, who began with prayer.
C ase 9: C om plain t o f  V illage C hapel Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  against the P resb ytery o f  E astern  
C arolina
T he Session  o f the V illage C hapel P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica , o f N ew B ern. N C , files com plain t against 
the action o f  Eastern C arolina  Presbytery taken during its Stated W in ter M eeting . January  22, 1983, in the 
W estm in ister C hurch in High Point. NC: the m atter pertain ing  to the V illage C hapel C hurch be lifted from  the 
table. T he grounds for this com plaint:

I B ook o f  C hurch O rder, C hap ter 42 -3 , refusal o f reasonable indulgence.
2. R eceiving im proper evidence.
3. H urrying to a decision  before all the testim ony is taken. B ook o f  C hurch O rder  C hap ter 31-8, ‘G reat 

caution  ought to be exercised  in receiv ing  accusations from  any person w ho is know n to indulge a 
m alignant spirit tow ard  the accused; who is not o f good character; w ho is h im self under censure  or 
process; who is deeply interested in any respect in the conviction  o f the accused; o r w ho is know n to 
be litigious, rash o r highly im pruden t.'
T he person w ho supplied inform ation to Presbytery is accused  and is know n to be rash and 
im prudent

R espectfully  subm itted.
D e n v e r  S. B l e v in s . M o d e r a t o r

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 9

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS
The pertinent facts are:
A. Concerning the Complaint

1. The Eastern Carolina Presbytery (hereafter called ‘the Presbytery’) at its
Stated M eeting o f January 22, 1983 accepted as new business a matter 
concerning the Village Presbyterian Church of New Bern, North Carolina, 
et al (hereafter called the com plainant) which had previously been tabled 
by the Presbytery.

2. Correspondence was received by the SCJB at its February 11 and 12 
meeting from the Com plainant in relation to which the SCJB determ ined to 
make the following recommendation to the Eleventh General Assembly:

‘That the com munication from the Session of the Village Chapel Pres
byterian Church be received as a com plaint, not as an appeal, therefore, the 
action of Eastern Carolina Presbytery against which the com plaint is
lodged is not suspended (see BCO  43-2); and that the com plaint not be
found in order for lack of supporting reasons (see BCO  43-4; 4 2 -4 ).’

3. In addition to the correspondence referred to in Item 2 above, the com 
plainant by an undated letter submitted a ‘com plaint’ against the action o f 
the Presbytery. The grounds for the ‘com plaint’ were specified in the 
undated letter.

4. At the date of the SCJB meeting of February 11 and 12 the letter referred to 
in Item 3 had not been received.

5. The Eleventh General Assembly referred the com plaint to the Com mission 
for determ ination (11-21, p. 70).

6. The Com mission duly convened at 9:00 a.m . Tuesday, June 14, 1983 after
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due notice o f the time and place o f the meeting had been given, and the
com plainant was not present either in person or by counsel.

B. Concerning Reference 8.
1. The Eleventh General Assembly referred to the Com m ission the interim 

advice of the SCJB to Reference 8 from the Com plainant
2. The com plainant by letter dated March 1, 1983 had requested ‘an official 

opinion or ruling’ on seven questions.
3. The SCJB considered this request at its March 18 and 19 meeting and 

advised that:
Regarding questions one through six: it would be im proper for the SCJB 

to respond to questions that may properly be redressed through com plaint 
or review and control o f Presbytery.

Regarding question seven: Congregational meetings may be called for 
other purposes than stated in the question. BCO  25-2 states that a con
gregational meeting may be called for anything which ‘may seem for the 
best interests o f the church .’

II STATEMENT OF ISSUES
A. The Complaint

At the time the Com mission convened the issue o f the Com plainants non- 
appearance before the Com mission arose for consideration (BCO  42-10).

B. Reference 8
The Com m ission was directed by the Assembly to consider the interim 
advice given by the SCJB.

III JUDGMENT
A. The Complaint

It is adjudged and decreed by the Com mission that the Com plainant 
abandoned its com plaint against the Presbytery and that no satisfactory 
explanation o f the Com plainants non-appearance before the Com m ission 
has been received.

BCO  43-4 provides that the provisions o f BCO  42- concerning Appeals 
apply, with the necessary changes made, to com plaints made under BCO 
43. BCO 42-10 provides that if an appellant (in this case a com plainant) 
does not appear in person or by counsel before the Com m ission within two 
days the com plaint shall be considered to have been abandoned, unless a 
satisfactory explanation o f this failure to appear is given to the court.

Public notice of the Com m issions meeting o f June 14, 1983 had been 
duly given at the Eleventh General Assembly on June 13, 1983. The 
Com m ission recessed to give two full days for the Com plainant to appear 
and gave further public notice o f its re-convening on June 16, 1983 at 1:00 
p.m . A dopted

B. Reference 8
The advice o f the SCJB given in response to Reference 8 is confirm ed 

and adopted.
In regard to six of the seven questions which were the subject o f the 

request for advice, the SCJB correctly declined to give advice in regard to 
matters which may properly be redressed through com plaint or review and 
control o f Presbytery.

The seventh question for advice did not require the SCJB to do more 
than refer the applicant for advice to the provisions o f the BCO . A dopted

T E  Ro b e r t  M a l c o l m  F e r g u s o n , C h a ir m a n  
T E  T o m  H o l l id a y , C l e r k
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CASE 13 

Case 13: Complaint of TE Donald A. Codling, et al. Against the Presbytery of 
Eastern Canada
Case 13 was presented by TE E. Crowell Cooley, who began with prayer;
C ase 13: C om pla in t o f  T E  D onald A . C odlin g, et al. A gainst E astern  C anada

W e. the undersigned , being m em bers o f the presbytery o f Eastern C anada, hereby com plain  against the 
action o f  the p resbytery  o f  Eastern C anada at its m eeting in Toronto  on A pril 29 . 1983, at w hich it w rongfully  
failed to uphold  the gospel call o f  candidate Ron H arris, and declined  to p roceed to h is licensure.
H istorical O verview :

M r. H arris appeared  as a candidate before presbytery at its m eeting in N ew castle, A ugust 24-26 , 1982, and 
com pleted  part o f  his exam inations fo r licensure. T he rem ainder o f his exam inations w ere left to an adjourned 
m eeting  o f  p resbytery  in Sydney , N .S .. on O ctober 23rd, 1982. In the in terim , M r. H arris w as perm itted  to 
w ork w ith a  recently  gathered  core group in T im m ins, O n t., w here there w as an urgent need , w ith the c lear 
provision  that if in the end his exam inations w ere not satisfactorily  com pleted , p resbytery  cou ld  not allow  him  
to continue there. A t the m eeting in Sydney his exam inations w ere susta ined , and his inw ard call to the m inistry  
upheld by a m ajority  o f  those voting. H ow ever, the court w as sufficiently  d iv ided on the latter issue that it was 
agreed to reconsider his inw ard call at the A pril m eeting o f presbytery . T he K itchener session w as instructed to 
re-appoint him  to T im m ins until that tim e.

O n A pril 29 , 1983, m eeting in T oron to , presbytery again voted (8 to 7) to uphold  M r. H arris ' call to the 
m inistry . H ow ever, at the sam e m eeting the standing rules o f presbytery had been am ended to require a 2/3 
m ajority  fo r the acceptance o f  candidates. N ot having gained such a m ajority , M r. H arris ’ request fo r licensure 
w as denied at that tim e. H ow ever, in view  o f  the aw kw ard  character o f  the situation and the propspecl o f a 
com plain t to G eneral A ssem bly , it was agreed , with his consen t, to continue M r. H arris in T im m ins until after 
the m eeting  o f  A ssem bly.
G round s for th e com plaint:

1) T he change in the standing ru les, w hich barred M r. Harris from  licensure, w as illegal, according  to 
R o b er t's  R u les o f  O rder, section 45 , w hich requires notice in w riting at the m eeting p rio r to any m eeting at 
w hich such rules are to be changed.

2) D ata pertinent to the issue, w hich tended to answ er the objections to licensure, w as not considered  prior 
to the decision; in particu lar, a  letter from  T E  T erry  G yger o f M N A , assessing  very favourably  M r. H arris ' 
w ork in T im m ins, w as not heard despite requests that it be read.

3) R equests from  at least tw o parties that M r. H arris be asked to  preach at this presbytery m eeting in view 
o f questions about his preaching  w ere effectively  blocked by the clerk o f presbytery.

4 ) C om plain ts against M r. H arris that in a m inistry  with a special em phasis on counseling  he unduly 
d iv ides the w ork o f  the m inistry  do  not justify  denial o f  his licensure, especially  in view  o f  the fact that his 
observed  p ractice clearly  dem onstra tes a full and w ell rounded pastoral practice.

5) O bjections that h is preaching is not evangelistic  are based on sam ples o f new spaper serm ons d irected  
prim arily  at a believ ing  audience and a serm on preached to presbytery with a s im ilar assu m p tio n . N o notice had 
been given that presbytery desired  to hear a serm on focusing on conversion  o f the lost. (A lthough this was 
obviously  an issue, a suggestion  to hear a taped serm on was left unheeded.) T he essence  o f  the gospel was 
nonetheless v isible in the sam ple serm ons.

6 ) O bjections that the candidate cannot c learly  express the doctrines o f  sovereign  grace are based on one 
sentence on one o f  the above m entioned new spaper serm ons, a sentence w hich the candidate readily  confessed 
w as poorly exp ressed , w hen his a ttention w as draw n to it. It in no way dem onstra tes inability  to express the 
doctrines o f  G o d ’s sovereignty  o r hesitation about such doctrine , as has been evident both in the can d id a te 's  
exam inations and in his w ork in T im m ins.
C onclusion:

W e understand that a special m eeting o f presbytery may be requested to license M r. H arris, in view  o f  a visit 
to the T im m ons congregation  w hich c learly  show ed one opponent to his licensure the erroneousness o f  the 
objections against the candidate . If presbytery fails thus to redress its erro r, we respectfu lly  request the G eneral 
A ssem bly  to  take the steps necessary to correct p resb y tery 's  action.

R espectfully  subm itted:
T E  D o n a l d  A. C o d l in g  
T E  Ro b e r t  A. M c Ph e r s o n  
T E  H o w a r d  M c Ph e e  
T E  Sc o t t  Ro b e r t s o n  
RE T o m  D a l e  
RE D o n  V a n c e
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ADJUDICATION OF CASE 13 

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS:
A com plaint was brought against the Presbytery of Eastern Canada for its action in 
denying licensure to Ron Harris at its April 1983 Spring Stated M eeting.

II JUDGMENT:
The judgm ent of the com mission is to sustain the com plaint in part as follows:
1. The change in the standing rules, which barred Mr. Harris from licensure, was 

illegal according to R obert’s Rules o f  O rder , section 45, which requires notice 
in writing at the meeting prior to any meeting at which such rules are to be 
changed. Sustained 13-1-1

2. Data pertinent to the issue, which tended to answer the objections to licensure, 
was not considered prior to the decision; in particular, a letter from TE Terry 
G yger of M NA, assessing very favourably Mr. H arris’ work in T im m ins, was 
not heard despite requests that it be read. Not sustained 7-8

3. Requests from at least two parties that Mr. Harris be asked to preach at this 
presbytery meeting in view o f questions about his preaching were effectively 
blocked by the clerk of presbytery. Not sustained 2-12-1

4. Com plaints against Mr. Harris that in a ministry with a special em phasis on
counseling he unduly divides the work o f the ministry do not justify  denial o f 
his licensure, especially in view o f the fact that his observed practice clearly 
dem onstrates a full and well-rounded pastoral practice. Sustained 13-1-1

5. Objections that his preaching is not evanglistic are based on sam ples of
newspaper sermons directed primarily at a believing audience and a sermon 
preached to presbytery with a sim ilar assumption. No notice had been given 
that presbytery desired to hear a sermon focusing on coversion o f the lost. 
(Although this was obviously an issue, a suggestion to hear a taped sermon was 
left unheeded.) The essence o f the gospel was nonetheless visible in the sample 
sermons. Sustained 9-4-2

6. Objections that the candidate cannot clearly express the doctrines o f sovereign
grace is based on one sentence in one of the above-m entioned newspaper 
serm ons, a sentence w hich the candidate read ily  confessed  w as poorly  
expressed, when his attention was drawn to it. It in no way dem onstrates 
inability to express the doctrines of G od’s sovereignty or hesitation about such 
doctrine, as has been evident both in the candidate’s exam inations and in his 
work in T im m ons. Sustained 12-2-1 Adopted

III RECOMMENDATION
We strongly urge and respectfully request the Presbytery o f Eastern Canada to re
examine Mr. Harris for licensure. This should be done for the purity and peace o f the 
Presbytery o f Eastern Canada and the good of Mr. Harris and the PC A . A dopted

IV. MINUTE EXPLANATORY:
The Eleventh General A ssem bly’s position on re-exam ination o f M r. Ron Harris 

by Eastern Canada Presbytery is based on the following grounds:
1. Original exam ination was spread over three presbytery meetings (8 month 

period) with portions o f the exam sustained at one meeting and then reopened at 
a later meeting. This dem onstrates an uncertainty by the presbytery and caused 
an undue burden on Mr. Harris.

2. Standing Rules o f Eastern Canada Presbytery were changed to increase the 
percentage vote required to sustain a licensure exam during the m eeting at to 
which a vote to license was taken. This is contrary to R obert’s Rules o f  O rder
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(edition being used and applied by the Eastern Canada Presbytery) as noted in 
the minutes o f that meeting.

3. There are substantially differing views within the Eastern Canada Presbytery as 
to the qualification o f Mr. Harris with regard to pastoring the Tim m ins 
congregation. Re-exam ination accom plished during a single presbytery m eet
ing would permit thorough evaluation o f all issues so that a final decision could 
be made.

4. A m inister o f the Gospel o f Jesus Christ must use and develop all o f the gifts 
which God has given Him in his ministry. If the gift o f counseling (pastoring) is 
the stronger, the Lord will and is using the ministry o f pastoral counseling to 
evangelize those seeking help and to shepherd (BCO  8-3 and 8-5) His flock. 
Biblical counseling is com plem entary to preaching. Private adm onition is the 
logical follow-up to public exposition.

5. W e call the atten tion  o f the P resbytery  o f Eastern  C anada to paragraph 
19:2:B ,D  o f the BC O . W hile proper h isto rical-exegetica l exposition  and 
application o f any particular passage in the ‘whole counsel’ may carry more or 
less o f an evangelistic em phasis, it is felt that reference to BCO  requirem ents 
(19:2-D) would help the Presbytery to adequately direct the candidate to 
address a particular passage that would satisfy the Presbytery in its primary 
concerns.

Ascension TE
Tennessee Valley RE
Great Lakes TE
Texas TE
Grace TE
Louisiana TE
W estm inster TE
New River TE
M ississippi alley RE
G ulf Coast RE
Pacific RE
Central Carolina RE
Philadelphia RE
Central Georgia RE
Siouxlands RE
W estern Carolinas TE

CASES 6, 8 ,1 0 , 12, 15, REFERENCE 1

Cases 6, 8 ,1 0 ,1 2 , 15 against the Presbytery of Central Carolina
TE Jam es R. Simoneau presented the report, beginning with prayer.

CASE 6

C om pla in t o f  th e ‘D eterm ined M inority ’ o f  N ew  L ife Presbyterian  C hu rch , C harlotte, NC against the  
Jud icia l C om m ission  o f  C entral C arolina P resbytery .

Since the Judicial C om m ission  has referred  to this g roup o f m em bers o f  New Life P resbyterian  C hurch  as the 
'D eterm ined  M in o rity ,' (w hich  title has been pro tested), we will use it for convenience sake. D ecem ber 18. 
1982.

The fo llow ing com plain t is filed against the Judicial C om m ission  o f C entral C arolina  Presbytery  on b eh alf o f 
the 'de te rm ined  m in o rity .'
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L etters o f  dism issal have been received by 30 o r m ore m em bers o f  New Life Presbyterian  C hurch . The
results o f form s m ailed to  these indiv iduals from  the C om m ission  on N ovem ber 12, 1982.

I It w as ou r understand ing  that these form s w ere the p roperty  o f  the Judicial C om m ission , and it was 
our understand ing  that any action in response to the returned form s w ould  be by the Judicial 
C om m ission  o f  P resby tery ; y e t, the results have been turned  over to the Session  o f  N ew  Life C hurch  
for action.

2. A very narrow  in terpretation  o f these returned form s has been adopted  by the C om m ission . T hese 
m em bers w ish to be part o f the New Life C hurch , this is their earnest p rayer and desire. Som e 
m em bers w rote in their reply on the fo rm , but did not com plete  the box; therefo re , the reply has no 
im portance o r m eaning fo r the C om m ission . T hose w ho m arked through part o f the statem ent and 
did  not com plete  the box . that has im portance and m eaning.

3. T he action o f  the Judicial C om m ission  has resulted in the distressfu l situation  o f  fam ilies being  
d iv ided , som e m em bers d ism issed , o thers retained as m em bers o f the N ew  L ife C hurch . Such a 
serious situation  is a very sad com m entary  on the w ork o f the C om m ission .

4. H ad the Judicial C om m ission  acted  on the illegal actions o f the m oderator and session  w hich led to 
the letters o f  d ism issal o f  M ay 10th and fo llow ing, these m em bers w ould not have had to  m ark out 
the statem ent. By the inaction o f  the com m ission  these m em bers w ere put in an im possible 
s ituation , having  to subm it to a session that had taken action contrary  to BC O  27-5 , 32-3 , 32-5 , 
32-6 , 46-5.

5. T he C om m ission  assured  the leaders o f  the ‘determ ined m in o r ity 'a t the m eeting  for reconciliation , 
that if  these leaders w ould go along w ith the C om m ission ’s plan o f  reconciliation , w hich p lan  w as 
pro tested  by them , then the C om m ission  w ould  m eet to  handle the p roblem s o f  the N ew  Life 
C hurch . P recipitous action has now been taken and the C om m ission  has not m et w ith  the 
'de te rm ined  m ino rity ' to fulfill those prom ises.

6 . T he C om m ission  has m ade dem ands o f  this ‘determ ined m inority ' w hile the heart o f  the problem  
has not been dealt w ith. N either the pasto r nor session  have sought to be reconciled  no r have they 
m ade any attem pt to v isit those o f the ‘determ ined m ino rity ’. A nd no requirem ents are m ade upon 
them  to do  so.

7. T he G eneral A ssem bly  gave specific instructions to the C entral C arolina  P resbytery  at its m eeting 
in G rand R apids as follows: Item . 2. ‘W e strongly encourage the C entral C aro lina  P resbytery  to 
continue to dem onstra te  and to im plem ent p roper and godly pastoral o versigh t to  the m em bers, past 
and p resent, o f the N ew  Life Presbyterian C hurch , C harlo tte , N orth C aro lina , and all o ther 
churches in the P resby tery , to the effect that their questions are answ ered; the ir concerns are heard 
and dealt w ith; and the true unity and harm ony o f this C hurch  o f C hrist be susta ined  and 
strengthened. ' T he ‘determ ined m ino rity ’ draw s atten tion  to the fact that these instructions have not 
as yet been com plied  w ith e ither by the pastor, session , o r Judicial C om m ission . T herefore  a copy 
o f this com plain t has been filed w ith the Stated C lerk o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
Filed on behalf o f the ‘determ ined m ino rity ’ by their appoin ted  counsel.

T E  D a v id  A l e x a n d e r

A D JU D IC A T IO N  O F  C A SE  6 
I. S T A T E M E N T  O F  FA C TS

This com plaint com es from the counsel for certain members from the New Life 
Presbyterian church who are in the com plaint entitled the ‘determ ined m inority’ 
against a judicial com mission of Central Carolina Presbytery.
The com plainants felt that the presbytery com m ission had not adequately carried out 
the instructions o f the Tenth General Assembly in relation to the New Life Pres
byterian Church.

II. S T A T E M E N T  O F  ISSUES
The way the com mission handled the matters related to the dismissal o f some New 
Life Presbyterian Church mem bers, the com m ission’s involvement in the m em bers 
dism issed from the New Life Presbyterian Church and whether these actions 
com plied with General Assembly and the Book of Church O rder are all matters in 
questions.

Ill JU D G M E N T S  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  C O M M IS S IO N  C O N 
C E R N IN G  C O M P L A IN T  # 6  F O L L O W S :
1. Item #1  was not sustained. Grounds: The presbytery com m ission has not
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overstepped bounds though they were unwise in making the results known to 
the session. Adopted

2. Item # 2  was sustained. Grounds: The presbytery com m ission exceeded BCO
57-5 requirem ents for membership. , Adopted

3. Item # 3  was not sustained. Grounds: The actions o f the presbytery judicial 
com m ission were not the only contributing factor to the distressful situation.

A dopted
4. Item # 4  was not sustained. Grounds: On June 26, 1982 and July 24, 1982

history records that members and session were restored and the session was not 
allowed to dissolve any more memberships. The com mission erred JOU RNAL 
176 in not seeing that its instructions were obeyed regarding BCO  10-2, 27-5, 
32-3, 32-5, 32-6, 46-5. Adopted

5. Item # 5  was sustained in part. Refer to Item # 2  of this com plaint.
A dopted

6. Item # 6  was not sustained. Note: Based on the com missions record o f visits
from December 16, 1982 - January 6, 1983. Adopted

7. Item # 7  was not sustained. Grounds: Com mission was in process o f com plying
with General A ssem bly’s directives. Adopted

CASE 8

C ase 8: C om plain t o f  T E  Jack  E ubanks et a l, A gainst C entral C arolina Presbytery
W e, the undersigned, com plain  against the follow ing actions o f C entral C arolina  P resbytery  at a  called  m eeting 
held on January  8, 1983:

1. That the called m eeting itse lf w as out o f order for reasons as follows:
a. BC O  13-10 states that a called m eeting o f p resbytery m ay be called  in case  o f an em ergency . 

T here  was no em ergency. There w as none stated at the m eeting. T he next regu lar stated 
m eeting w as scheduled  for January  22 . 1983.

b. T he Judicial C om m ission  did not request a called m eeting o f presbytery.
c. T he m em bers o f the Judicial C om m ission  w ere not even aw are that a called  m eeting had been 

called to hear the Judicial C om m issions report until a fter the call had been issued and m ailed 
out and received by the churches.

d. T he com m ission w as not ready to report. T heir chairm an w as out o f state at the tim e the call 
was issued and d id  not return until the day before the m eeting on January  8 . 1983. T he 
com m ission  then m et hastily  on the m orning o f the called  m eeting  to  get up a partial report so 
that there w ould be a report for the presbytery to hear.

2. That the Judicial C om m ission  w as illegally  d isso lved  by the Presbytery by a 14-12 vote.
a. R obert’s R ules o f  O rders state that it takes a tw o-th irds vote to dism iss a com m ittee  unless 

previous notice w as given.
b. T he com m ission  stated that it had not com pleted  its work:

1) T hey stated that they had m ade com m itm ents to both sides w hich they had not yet 
fulfilled.

2) T hey stated that they had not com pleted  the w ork that the 1982 G eneral A ssem bly  had 
d irected  Presbytery to do  and especially  to hear and act on the com plain t o f  the Session  
and Pastor o f First P resbyterian  C hurch , S tanley , NC against the M oderato r and Session 
o f New Life P resbyterian C hurch . T he Presbytery had assigned this responsib ility  to the 
com m ission . They stated that they w ere ready to deal w ith it and planned to  do  so before 
the next stated m eeting o f  presbytery o f January 22 , 1983.

c. There w ere no reasons given for d issolv ing  the com m ission  even though they stated that they 
had spent 450-500 man hours o ver a period o f  six m onths, m uch travel and at m uch expense.

d. P resbytery action w as contrary  to BC O  13-10 in that it w as business o ther than that specifically  
nam ed in the notice giving the purpose o f the call. T herefore, the Presbytery  w as really  not 
prepared to deal w ith such an im portant item  o f  business w ithout p revious notice.

3. T hat the m oderator ordered  the disso lved  com m ission  to reassem ble and take a new  vote with 
regards to their action previously taken on D ecem ber 7, 1982. That action had g iven  the Session  o f 
New Life P resbyterian C hurch perm ission  to rem ove a large num ber o f  its m em bers from  its rolls.
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a. A ccording to  B C O  42-4  this action w ould have had to be taken w ithin 15 days a fte r the 
D ecem ber 7, 1982 m eeting , and a com plain t filed by at least a th ird o f  those p resent. Thirty- 
one days had transpired  as o f  January  8, 1983 and no com plain t had been filed.

b. The C om m ission  had not taken  the action to dism iss the m em bers o f  N ew  L ife.
c. The Presbytery  m ay not undo an action that had a lready been com ple ted  w ithout p roper 

appeal o r  com plain t according  to B C O  40-3.
d. A po in t o f  o rder w as m ade that according  to B C O  1-5 since the Judicial C om m ission  had  been 

d issolved they w ould be acting severally  and not as a jo in t pow er and therefore  had no 
ecclesiastical ju risd ic tion . T he m oderator ruled that he w ould stand by his decision  and the 
Presbytery  condoned  it. T he disso lved  com m ission  then m et and tw o o f  the six m en changed 
their vote o f D ecem ber 7 , 1982. A fter they reported  this to the Presbytery  an action w as taken 
by Presbytery  to suspend the action o f  the Session o f New Life Presbyterian  C hurch  o f  
D ecem ber 10. 1982 and re fer the w hole m atter to the G eneral A ssem bly.

4 . T hat Presbytery  is attem pting  to determ ine the m em bership  o f the low er court (i.e . the m em bersh ip  
o f  N ew  Life Presbyterian  C hurch). A h igher court m ay not determ ine the m em bersh ip  o f  a low er 
court in any case.

5. T hat the Presbytery  received  a com plain t signed by Rev. D avid A lexander dated  D ecem ber 18, 
1982 against the action o f  the Session  o f  New Life Presbyterian  C hurch  o f  D ecem ber 10, 1982.
a. Presbytery  w as told that M r. A lexander’s com plain t is out o f  o rder according  to  B C O  43-1 

because he is not a com m uning m em ber in good standing o f the New Life Presbyterian  
C hurch. T herefore, he cannot com plain  against the action o f  a low er court to  w hose 
ju risd ic tion  he is not subject.

b. The com plain t did not bear any signature o f any m em ber o f  N ew Life P resbyterian  C hurch . 
T o  be valid the com plain t m ust have the signatures affixed  o f  all com plainants.

c. Presbytery w as told that for a fa c l  M r. A lexander does not represent a ll  those m em bers o f  New 
Life Presbyterian  C hurch w ho received  letters o f  d ism issal from  the session  dated  D ecem ber 
10, 1982 o r thereafter.

d. W ithout signed requests o f those m em bers d ism issed  M r. A lexander cannot im pose h im self 
as their representative.

R espectfully  subm itted ,
T E  Ja c k  E u b a n k s  
RE M il t o n  Sh e l b y

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 8 

I STATEMENT OF FACTS
The facts o f the com plaint o f Jack Eubanks and M ilton Shelby o f New Life 

Presbyterian Church against Central Carolina Presbytery involve the questioning o f 
the legality o f the called meeting o f Presbytery held on January 8,1983 as well as the 
legality o f actions taken in that meeting.

II STATEMENT OF ISSUES
The issues are the questions regarding the called meeting, the legality o f  dissolv

ing and reconstituting the presbytery’s judicial com mission and the pow er o f the 
presbytery to determ ine the m em bership o f the congregation and the propriety o f the 
presbytery entertaining a com plaint from David A lexander dated Decem ber 18,
1982.

III. JUDGMENTS OF THE CASE
1. Item #1 was not sustained. Adopted
2. Item # 2  was sustained. Grounds: Roberts Rules o f Order prevails in this m atter

and a com m ission (or a com m ittee with power) can only be dism issed by a two
thirds vote of the body it represents. Adopted

3. Item # 3  was sustained. A dopted
4. Item # 4  was not sustained. Grounds: The mem bership o f the Church is not a

court. A dopted
5. Item # 5  was not sustained. A dopted
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CASE 10

C om plain t o f  D avid L ock w ood , Jr and Evan H olyfield  A gainst T he P resbytery  o f  C entral C arolina
In the nam e o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica we the undersigned being m em bers o f the C entral 

C aro lina  Presbytery o f the PCA and being convinced that BC O  27-5, 31-2 & 5 , 31-7 and 32-1 having been 
tried and w ith no positive results ev ident in the actions o f the pastor, M r. Jack  E ubanks, and Session 
m em bers, Jerry C auble, R oss M iller, R obert L ove, M ilton Shelby, Earl S ifford , and Jay M cD aniels o f  
the N ew  Life P resbyterian C hurch , w ish to lodge the follow ing charges against the Pasto r and these 
m em bers o f  that Session o f  the N ew  Life C hurch. These charges are being m ade in accordance w ith  BC O  
31-1; 32-2. A lso because investigation  by P resby tery 's  com m ission  (See L etters) in their partial reports 
Sep tem ber 13,1982 and N ovem ber 12, 1982 and partial w hich becom es final report January  8 ,1 9 8 3  raises 
serious presum ption  o f  guilt as hereinafter charged BC O  31-2.

1. W hereas, M r. Eubanks as a m oderator and teaching e lder along w ith the Session  m em bers 
previously m entioned have failed to  understand o r interpret correctly  tw o m eanings o f church 
discip line BC O  27-1, dw elling  prim arily  on adm inistering  discip line w ithout due process and they 
have continued to harass (see early  letter produced by the com m ission) m em bers o f  the cong rega
tion  and on  three occasions o r m ore have seen fit to rem ove nam es (50  to 60) from  the church  rolls 
(M ay 10, 1982, D ecem ber 1982, and suspensions o f  January  20 , 1983) (see attached copy) w ithout 
proper procedures and in vio la tion  o f  B C O  27-5 and B iblical m andates o f M atthew  18. T his was 
done on three occasions c iting  46-5 w hich m ust be preceded by 27-5 to  the le tter but w as not. There 
a lso  being trials w hich are docum ented  in the com m ission  records that w ere m ishandled  and never 
in accordance w ith the BC O  procedural directions.

2. W hereas, M r. Eubanks and the Session have repeatedly  acted  in contem pt o f  both the 10th G eneral 
A ssem bly  case  6  d irective  w hich w as reiterated  by C entral C arolina  P resbytery  and its m oderato r in 
late June and again on January 8 and January  23, 1983, instructing them  along w ith the P resbytery  to 
exercise  p roper pastoral o versight (See G eneral A ssem bly record). T his instruction  has been carried  
out by further acts o f  dism issal and threat w ith little ev idence o f  reconciliation  o r effort on the part o f 
the Pasto r and Session  to m ake personal contact o r show  sincere personal concern  for the hurts o f 
the people. (See letters in file that have com e through the S tated C lerk  and one particu lar poignant 
one in hands o f  G eneral A ssem bly’s S tated C le rk .) See a lso  notation in c om m ission ’s partial report 
w hich states little reconciliation  on part o f e ither side. N ote how ever that questionnaires o f 
N ovem ber 10, 1982 re turned to com m ission  and attendance at services indicated  at least som e effort 
by those d isenfranch ised  to be reconciled.

3. W hereas, The B C O  8-2 , 8-3 requires both teaching  and ruling e lders to  dem onstra te  forg iveness, 
patience, love, exem plary character over and beyond that w hich is required  o f  the ord inary  
m em ber, thereby to set a G odly exam ple to the flock. Yet there is little concrete  ev idence o f  this via 
personal contacts w ith those who have been offended by the Pastor o r Session  (see the partial later 
becom ing final report o f the com m ission  dated January  8 ,1 9 8 3 ) and letters on file w hich have never 
been answ ered in positive w ord o r deed  to the individuals.

4. W hereas, M r. Eubanks in accom panim ent o f the Session has m ost recen tly , January  20, 1983 o r 
thereabou t, suspended 27 o r m ore m em bers from  the right o f  sealing  ord inances o f the C hurch  (next 
to excom m unicate) again w ithout p roper trial o r procedures (B C O  27-5, 36 -3 , 36-4). M any o f  these 
persons have been attending  and contribu ting  but are not m eeting the arb itrary  standards set by the 
Pastor and Session  thereby using BC O  46-5 as grounds w ithout fo llow ing it w here it states 27-5 
m ust p recede .. .See letters as only real com m unication . Such settings o f arb itrary  standards 
vio lates principles o f personal C hristian  conscience B C O  prelim inary  princip les R om ans 2:1.

5. W hereas, M r. Eubanks and the Session have continued to push these m atters often  questionable  
and som etim es thorough m isin terpretation  o f B C O  d irectives (See for exam ple 10th G eneral 
A ssem bly  ruling case 6 , item s 1 , 2 ,5 )  and w ith accusations o f  hearsay  on the floor o f  p resbytery  
thereby squelching m assive evidence o f problem s to the point that his church  is now  d iv ided  and 
dy ing , fam ilies are d iv ided , o ther churches are suffering . Presbytery is d iv ided  and the good nam e 
o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica w ith its C hristian w itness is being threatened (BCO  21-5, 
question  6 and 24-6).

6 . W hereas, M r. Eubanks along w ith the Session have continued processes and p rocedures unaccep t
able to perhaps now  m uch m ore than ha lf o f  the rem aining  congregation  (counting  those d ism issed 
against their desires). In M ay 1982, M r. E ubanks’ continuing pastorate w as susta ined  by a I vote 
m ajority  in a congregational m eeting , som e o f  his m ajority  being people w ho w ere not resident 
m em bers (see B C O  20-5 , 20-10 and 23-1) their residences being out o f  state. H is con tinu ing  
pastorate is in v io lation o f the principals set forth  in B C O  20-5 , 20-10 and 2 3 -1. Even now  som e who 
are resident who voted to retain him  have m oved their m em bership . M any have been and are still 
attending  and con tribu ting  and w ould like to teach and participate, but have been d iscrim inated  
against.



JOURNAL 153

7. W hereas, M r. Eubanks along w ith the Session  and leadership  have brought the N ew  Life 
congregation  and w ork to a virtual halt, strain ing  to pay the loan , u tilities , e tc . W hat w as once a 
prom ising  congregation  four or five years ago now  faces a bleak future largely because o f the failure 
to adm in ister p roper pastoral oversigh t, but has instead exercised  unnecessary  and excessive 
d iscip linary  m ethods causing  increasing div ision  and d isin terest (see im proper trials on  record  as 
early  as later 1981 and d ism issals w ithout p roper p rocedures based on questionable  in terpreta tion  o f 
46-5  w ithout first practicing  the letter and spirit BC O  27-1, 27-2, 27-3 , 27-5. See Judicial 
C om m ission  letter dated Septem ber 13, 1982.

8 . W hereas, M r. Eubanks and Session  d ism issed  E lder B urnette C oley  som etim e betw een D ecem ber 
1982 o r January  1983 w ithout p roper procedures B C O  24-6, 27-5 and con tem ptuously  threatened 
the Presbytery  on January  23 , 1983 to d ism iss him  again if P resbytery  re insta ted  h im  and if  he did 
not shape up to M r. Eubanks and S ession ’s standards.

9. W h ereas, A t m eeting  o f  C entral C arolina  Presbytery  on January  8, M r. Eubanks and S ession  w ere 
told that the persons dism issed  w ere now  back on the rolls o f the New Life C hurch and w ere  to be so 
notified . O n January  20th M r. Eubanks and the Session  proceeded con tem ptuously  to again  div ide 
fam ilies by suspending 27 o ther persons from  the sealing  ordinances o f  the church  again  w ithout 
follow ing the p roper pastoral oversight as ordered  by the 10th G eneral A ssem bly , the Presbytery  
and the B C O  27-1-5, 36-4-5 , etc. See attached letter.

10. W hereas, M r. Eubanks and the Session  have been urged by individuals and the P resb y te ry 's  
com m ission  to show  fruits o f  reconciliation  and that e lder em eritus refrain  from  voting  and  to  show  
ev idence o f  good faith (see papers d irected  to Session and Pastor, both o fficial and unofficial as well 
as partial reports) yet by the C om m ission 's  ow n findings such fruits are not very ev iden t— another 
indication  o f  contem pt o f church courts and unw illingness to take advice.

11. W hereas, M r. Eubanks w as asked on the floor o f Presbytery  on January  2 3 ,1 9 8 3 , if  he had restored  
the m em bers as required  by the P resby tery 's  January  8, 1983 action and his reply w as, 'th e  
Presbytery  says s o .’ later indicating in so m any w ords he w ould rem ove anyone w ho d id  not shape 
up . ano ther indication o f  defiance, contem pt and utter d isregard  for the P resby tery ’s and G eneral 
A ssem bly ’s w ishes to sm ooth out problem s and adm in ister p roper pastoral oversight.

12. W hereas, The repeated  actions and m ethods o f  the Pasto r and Session  in the foregoing  charges 
m ake it questionable  w hether they know  how  to exercise  the prim ary and w eightier m atters o f  the 
law . M att. 23 :23 , by dealing  loosely with m atters o f m ercy , ju stice  and question ing  the faith  o f 
indiv iduals by basing  it on the Pastor and S ess io n 's  narrow  in terpretation  o f  w hat constitu tes 
m aintain ing  o f  ones church vow s. It b rings in question  too w hether it w ould be w ise for them  to  pray 
‘forgive us ou r trespasses as we forgive those w ho trespass against u s ’ and have they as leaders 
forgotten the adm onition  o f ou r Lxrrd to forgive 70 tim es 7 and to love ou r enem ies and do good to 
them  that despitefu lly  use us and to lovingly restore one w ho has fa llen , if  indeed they have fallen .

T he 27 letters that w ent out on  the 20th o f  January , 1983 are dangerously  c lose  to vio la tion  o f  all 
these biblical m andates and the closing  w ords seem  strangely hollow  in light o f  so m any previous 
provocations and violations o f m em bers ' right to love, forg iveness, and p roper pastoral care. These 
are in v iolation o f B C O  36-4 and 36-5.

T heir actions and fruits o f  their labors as overseers and undershepherds o f  the flock at N ew  Life 
put in question  w hether they can rule their ow n hom e well and the good report that should be com ing 
from  those outside the church is w aning fast. B C O  8-2.

Are not all o f  these th ings pertinent to the o versight that the Presbytery  should have regarding  the 
Pastor and Session  o f New Life? Are not investigation  and corrective  m easures necessary to see that 
these th ings do  not h inder further the advancem ent o f the k ingdom  o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist in all our 
churches and the lives o f  all o f those involved?

W e have already w asted too  m uch tim e and too m any lives quibb ling  o ver w hat is this jo t  o r tittle 
o r over fear o f doing w hat we know  m ust be done least we hurt som e one o r tw o p e rso n 's  
reputations. W hile p rocrastinating , we have sacrificed  and risked destroy ing  50  to 100 o ther 
persons and youth and even hurt m ore deeply the reputation  o f M r. Eubanks and h is follow ers.

Therefore  in the afterm ath o f  so m uch confusion  and ill fated efforts to  bring  healing , it is 
exped ien t that we proceed as quickly as is fa ir to endeavor to save the N ew  L ife C hurch  and its 
congregation , those rem aining and rem oved, from  m ore hurt and possib le  ex tinction . W e w ish as 
little hurt o r censure  as possible to M r. Eubanks and the Session . W e w ould urge the P resbytery  to 
expedite  m atters as per B C O  32-3 if ag reeable with those w hom  the charges are filed  against.

In the even t M r. Eubanks and the Session charged will tender their resignations p rio r to the 
estab lishm ent o f court proceedings and ask Presbytery to seek replacem ents for them , we ask all 
these charges and proceedings in this New Life problem  be dropped.

In conclusion  we request that BC O  31-10 be invoked im m ediately  against M r. Eubanks and the 
Session  m em bers until jud icia l processes are com pleted  in o rder that further destructive  acts not be
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perpetrated  by M r. Eubanks and the Session  and that an interim  pasto r and session be installed.
T he foregoing  o ffense being against the peace, unity and purity o f  the C hurch  and the H onor and 

m ajesty o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist as head and king o f  the C hurch.
Signed: D a v id  L o c k w o o d . Jr .

E v a n  H o l y f ie l d

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 10 

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS
The com plaint was filed by David Lockwood and Evan Holyfield o f New Life 

Presbyterian vs the Judicial Com mission o f Central Carolina Presbytery charging 
failure to act on their com plaint o f May 19, 1982 and the recom m endation o f the 
Tenth General Assembly and the general m atter in which the presbytery judicial 
com m ission conducted their business relative to the issues in the New Life Pres
byterian Church and the parties concerned.

II STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES 
The following matters are included:
1. The validity o f com plaints by David Lockwood and Evan Holyfield vs Judicial 

Com m ission of Central Carolina Presbytery.
2. Judicial Com mission propriety is acting upon the com plaint.
3. The question o f the wisdom and equity of the Judicial Com m issions action. 
NOTE: Issues raised overlap with Case 6.

III JUDGMENT OF THE CASE
1. Items #1 and # 2 .  Do not sustain #1 and # 2 . Grounds: It is erroneous to say

that com mission failed to act on these matters as indicated by twenty-three 
m eetings, July 9, 1982 - January 8, 1983 dealing with those m atters. See 
Appendix A of Judicial Com mission minutes. See also Sept. 28, 1982 letter o f 
Central Carolina Presbytery Judicial Com mission to session o f New Life 
Presbyterian Church. Adopted

2. Item # 3  was not sustained. The determined minority did not com ply with the 
presbytery com m ission’s concepts or plan of reconciliation and the com m ission 
was prevented from keeping its promises by its premature dissolution. A dopted

3. Item # 4  was sustained in part. (See our response Case # 6 ,  Items # 3  and # 4 )
A dopted

4. Item # 5  was not sustained. Grounds: because o f the evidence to the contrary
including the letter o f September 27, 1982 to the m em bership and session of 
New Life Presbyterian Church. A dopted

CASE 12

C om plaint o f  TE  Jack  E ubanks et a l, A gainst C entral C arolina P resbytery
W e the undersigned so hereby com plain  against the follow ing actions o f  C entral C aro lina  P resbytery  at a

called  m eeting  held on  February 19, 1983 at Faith P resbyterian C hurch  in C harlo tte , NC:
1. For uphold ing  the m oderator w hen he refused to agree to vacate the chair in all m atters re la ting  to 

the New Life Presbyterian C hurch after a m otion w as passed and seconded to this effect.
a. T he court w as rem inded and is aw are that the m oderator is one o f the com plainan ts  involved in 

the com plain t o f  the m oderator and session  o f the First Presbyterian  C hurch . S tan ley , NC 
against the m oderator and session o f the New Life Presbyterian  C hurch , C harlo tte , NC.

b. T he contents o f  that com plain t m ade it very obvious that the m oderator has already prejudiced 
h im self in this m atter.

2. For uphold ing  the m oderator w hen he stated he w ould exercise  the m odera to r's  priv ilege to vote if 
his convictions led him  so to do . T his action w as taken after the m oderator had m ade it c lear that he 
w as not the principal delegate o r  com m ission  from  First C hurch  and that ano ther ruling e lder w as
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present as the prim ary  and voting delegate from  First Church.
a. T his is a violation o f  B C O  13-1 w hich allow s only one ruling e lder from  each  congregation  for 

the first 350 com m uning m em bers to com prise  the Presbytery  w hen it m eets as a  court p lus all 
the teaching  e lders.

b. The R evised  E dition o f  R oberts Rules o f  O rder  states in Section 43 that a m an w ho is not a 
principal may not vote.

3. For uphold ing a ruling o f  the m oderator that all d ism issed  m em bers o f N ew  L ife Presbyterian  
C hurch  w ho w ere dism issed  on D ecem ber 10, 1982 by the Session  o f  N ew  L ife P resbyterian  C hurch 
are re-insta lled  to the rolls o f New Life P resbyterian C hurch.
a. T he m oderator m ay not take any actions on his ow n excep t points o f order. H e can  on ly  take

an action w hen directed to do  so by the Presbytery and not the reverse.
b. A ccording to BC O  40-3 , no judgm en t o f  a low er court shall be reversed  excep t by com plain t 

o r a p p ea l. A com plain t has been filed against the action o f  the low er court; but th is com plain t 
has been referred to the G eneral A ssem bly for adjudication . Therefore  this action  by the 
M oderator sustained  by the Presbytery is out o f order.
Lest we be m isunderstood, it is not ou r desire to keep  these people o ff the rolls o f  N ew  Life 
Presbyterian C hurch . W e m ore than w elcom e them  back if  they w ill uphold  their church  
m em bership  vow s. H ow ever, the point here is that the m oderator nor the Presbytery  can  take 
m atters into their ow n hands contrary  to  the BC O .

4. For the Presbytery  again attem pting  to determ ine the m em bersh ip  o f the L ow er cou rt ( i.e . the 
m em bership  o f  the New Life P resbyterian C hurch).
It is ou r contention  that a h igher court m ay not determ ine the m em bership  o f  a low er cou rt in any 

case - R espectfully  subm itted.
T E  Ja c k  E u b a n k s  
T E  C h a r l e s  W ils o n

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 12 

I. STATEMENT OF THE FACTS
The facts are the com plaint o f Jack Eubanks and Charles W ilson dated M arch 5, 
1983 regarding the legality o f issues concerning the m oderator o f Central Carolina 
Presbytery at the called meeting dated February 19, 1983 and the authority o f a 
higher court to determine the m em bership of a lower court.

II STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES
The issues involved is a question o f conflict o f interest with the m oderator and the 
New Life Presbyterian Church and whether the m oderator who is not a m em ber of 
the court has voting privileges. There is also question regarding a higher court’s 
authority over a lower court in the area of m embership.

III JUDGMENT OF THE CASE
1. Items 1,2 and 3 were sustained. A dopted
2. Item # 4 : The com mission reserves judgm ent because General Assem bly has

not ruled on this judgm ent. A dopted

CASE 15
C ase 15: C om plain t o f  TE  W . T ed S m ith , Jr . against C entral C arolina P resbytery Fathers and  
Brethren:
1 w ish to lodge a com plain t against the w ay in w hich a  very serious m atter w as allow ed to happen over the last 
three m eetings o f  C entral C arolina  Presbytery.
At the January  8. 1983 m eeting o f the Presbytery the m em bers o f  the N ew  Life congregation  w ho w ere 
dism issed  for the second tim e in violation o f  the Book o f  C hurch O rder and the m andate o f the 10th G eneral 
A ssem bly w ere ordered  restored to the rolls o f the C h u rch . It was a lso  understood that each  w ould be personally  
notified by letter.
At the next m eeting o f P resbytery on January 22, 1983, it w as asked if  they had been notified  and restored  and 
M r. Eubanks replied that he had verbally  told them  (those w ho w ere present that Sunday), “ T he Presbytery  
inform s us that you have been re s to re d .' '  Presbytery had failed to  do  w hat it had agreed to do and M r. Eubanks 
had not properly  follow ed through either.
At the January  22 . 1983 m eeting it w as decided  that M r. Eubanks and the Session  w ould m ake the w ritten 
notification and he w as given a letter (this action w itnessed by the w hole Presbytery) by the C lerk.
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M r. Eubanks w as addressed by me through the M oderator to ascertain  w hether o r not the people w ere put back 
on  the rolls and his answ er w as, " T h e  Presbytery  says s o ."  W hen asked again fo ra  " y e s "  o r " n o "  answ er he 
hesitated  to reply and w as interrupted by his e lder w ho began castigating  me for question ing  the sincerity  o f  his 
pastor. By this d iversion  he evaded a yes o r no specific answ er. A sked if he had restored  B urnette  C oley to the 
session  as d irected  M r. Eubanks replied , " I f  they do  not fulfill their d u ties , I w ould rem ove them  a g a in ."  He 
again  evaded a direct answ er.
A t the February  19 m eeting the truth o f  w here M r. Eubanks had been all along cam e ou t. W hen the question  o f 
hearing a com plain t and charges that had been filed with the C lerk , M r. Eubanks objected  by saying that " th e  
com plain t is out o f order since these persons are not m em bers o f  the New Life C hurch .
T hese actions put c learly  and obviously  in question  M r. E ubank 's  sincerity  on w hether o r not he has ever 
com plied  in spirit and truth with any o f the in tentions o f the G eneral A ssem bly 's  directions o f last June and the 
specific d irections o f  several d irectives o f  the Presbytery.
T he foregoing  incident and the previous years o f harrassm ent o f  his people by s im ilar d ism issa ls , trials , and 
suspensions through his and his S essio n 's  leadership w arrant im m ediate d isso lu tion  o f  his pastoral relation  and 
censure.
B C O  13:9 g ives the presbytery pow er, indeed the responsib ility , "w h e re  the interest o f  re lig ion  im peratively 
dem ands i t . "
As a Presbytery  and a people w ho have been ordered  by the G eneral A ssem bly " to  exercise  p roper oversight o f 
the m em bers o f  the New Life congregation  both past and p re se n t,"  we are grossly  negligent in not having 
handled  this m atter properly  by taking decisive and com passionate action a fter last A p ril 's  (1982) cong rega
tional m eeting w hen one less than 50%  o f his people sought to d isso lve the pastoral relation.
In allow ing such div isive and out o f o rder d ism issals, suspensions, and trials to continue w ithout decisive  
action we have d ivided ou r P resbytery , risked losing a congregation  o f peop le , injured m any young p eo p le 's  
lives, hurt the w itness o f the church  and will open ourselves to further d isruption  o f  the ongoing  o f the w ork o f 
ou r Lord by m ore trials before the h ighest court o f ou r church. W e should begin to correct these errors by 
d issolv ing  the pastoral relation  o f  M r. Eubanks and the New Life Church.

ADJUDICATION OF CASE 15 

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS
The com plaint by W. Ted Smith against Central Carolina Presbytery dated March 2, 
1983 regarding presbytery’s oversight o f New Life Presbyterian Church.

II. STATEMENT OF ISSUES
The issue is whether or not the Central Carolina Presbytery was indeed negligent 
concerning General Assembly directives and Book of Church Order responsibilities 
to exercise proper oversight of the members past and present of New Life Pres
byterian Church.

III. JUDGMENT OF THE CASE
The com plaint is not sustained since it is not the proper form as a com plaint but 
appears rather to be a protest.

NOTE: However, much of the substance o f this reference has been dealt with in 
answering com plaints referred to this com m ission. A dopted

APPENDAGE

I. STATEMENT OF FACTS
The evidence in the cases considered by this General Assembly Judicial Com m is
sion indicates that all parties involved in the conflict (including Central Carolina 
Presbytery and its com mission) have contributed to the conflict in the New Life 
Presbyterian Church and bear some responsibility for the distressful situation which 
exists within the church.
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II. RECOMMENDATIONS
1. The com mission recommends that the General Assembly direct Central Car

olina Presbytery to divide the congregation of the New Life Presbyterian 
Church into congregations, being the supporters of the present leadership and 
those generally referred to as the ‘‘determ ined m inority” . Adopted

2. The com mission further recommends that the Presbytery be directed to com 
pletely separate the two congregations with respect to the use o f the facilities in 
an equitable manner. The property shall be jointly owned and m aintained by 
both congregations and each shall be equally responsible for all indebtedness 
including mortgage paym ents, maintenance, utilities, insurance and all other 
expenditures related to the property as determined by Presbytery. A dopted

3. The Presbytery be directed that both congregations choose new nam es for their 
congregations. A dopted

4. Further direct the presbytery to assist the ‘‘determined m inority’ ’ with pastoral 
leadership until such time as they can call a pastor or for a period o f no longer 
than one year beginning July 1,1983. A dopted

5. The General Assembly recommends censure by adm onition.
a. The Judicial Com mission recommends to the General Assem bly that the 

pastor and session o f New Life Presbyterian Church be censured for 
precipitous removal o f com m uning members for not following the disci
plinary order o f the Book of Church O rder 46-5 and 27-5. The Com m ission 
takes note o f evidence o f repentance and regret for earlier improper 
actions.

b. The Judicial Com mission recommends to the General Assem bly that the 
‘‘determ ined m inority”  o f the New Life Prebyterian Church be censured 
for its persistent refusal to respond to efforts o f reconciliation by the 
Central Carolina Presbytery Judicial Com mission and by the pastor and 
session at various times.

c. The Judicial Com mission recommends to the General Assem bly to exhort 
Central Carolina Presbytery to take fresh heed to study the purity and peace 
of the Church and to take all necessary steps to preserve such in the 
congregations under their care rather than becoming privately involved 
under the jurisdiction o f the presbytery. All the Elders o f  the Presbytery are 
exhorted to take heed to the counsel o f I Peter 5:1-11. A dopted

6. Any findings by a future General Assembly of a failure o f good faith by either 
party will nullify that parties rights and privileges under the directives o f this 
Eleventh General A ssem bly. A dopted

7. We exhort all parties to take heed to the W ord of God in Ephesians 4 :23-5:2,6 
and Proverbs 13:10. (King James Version) A dopted

T E  D avid F. C offin , Jr. rose for personal privilege to explain  that he w ould vote against each  and every  case 
before the A ssem bly on the basis that he objected  in principle to  requesting the A ssem bly  to  vote concerning  
questions w here there has not been sufficient tim e o r inform ation to  m ake a reasonable  decision .
C ases 6 ,8 .10 ,12 ,15 w ere p resented  by T E  Jam es R. S im oneau , and the Judgm ents w ere adopted .

N egative votes w ere recorded as follow s.
G eorge W . M itchell Robert E. H ays John C. R opp, Jr.
S tephen A . P arker Jam es Jones C harles L. W inkler
Bob K om  Robert C . W ilson H arold  O . K elley
Tim othy B. D obbins T hom as J. Seese S teven B radford
G erald  M alkus Bryan C hapell B ailey C . C adm an
Jam es R. G riffith

TE C. Eugene Craven led the Assembly in prayer at 3:30 p.m .
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11-85 Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business Continued
TE Larry E. Ball presented a supplemental report of the Committee. Recommendation 
60 was adopted. (See §11-36, p. 102)

11-86 Judicial Commission on Case 14
TE Leo Karlberg presented the report of the Commission to Adjudicate the Complaint of 
RE Truman B. Swain, Jr., et al. against the Presbytery of Eastern Carolina, i.e. that the 
complainants did not appear and therefore according to BCO  42-10 the case is judged to 
have been abandoned. The Commission had met several times, these meetings being 
duly announced. Adopted

11-87 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Insurance, Annuities and 
Relief
RE John McKinstry, Chairman of the Committee of Commissioners led the Assembly in 
prayer, and then presented the report of the Committee as follows:

I. Business Referred to the Committee:
A. Minutes of meetings of the Permanent Committee; June 14, 1982, August 

13-14, 1982, November 5-6, 1982 and March 4-5, 1982.
B. Audit Report dated December 31, 1982 by Kent, Nobles and Martin, Certified 

Public Accountants.
C. Report of the Board of Trustees of the Insurance, Annuity and Relief Funds to 

the Eleventh General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(Appendix F, p. 191).

II. Major Issues Discussed:
A. All recommendations discussed with members of the Permanent Committee for 

clarification.
III. Recommendations:

1. That the General Assembly strongly encourage all congregations to participate 
in the Retirement and Insurance Programs of the PCA on behalf of their 
ministers and lay employees. Adopted

2. That the General Assembly strongly encourage all PCA Presbyteries to require 
that retirement and health insurance benefits be included in all pastoral calls.

Adopted
3. That the General Assembly strongly encourage all PCA churches to use 

calendar year budgeting for salaries and employee benefits. Adopted
4. That the General Assembly strongly encourage all PCA congregations to 

support the annual CHRISTMAS GIFT which funds relief activities. Adopted
5. That the General Assembly authorize the Board of Trustees to enhance the 

plans and set premium rates for all insurance programs administered by the 
Trustees to become effective January 1 of each year. Rates each year will reflect 
the best judgement of the Trustees based on the insurance plans, claims 
experience and insurance company negotiations and will normally be changed 
no more often than once per year, except when necessary to maintain the 
viability of an insurance plan, and then no more often than once each six 
months. Adopted

6. That the General Assembly remind its Nominating Committee that deacons 
may be elected to the Board and that Assembly rules do not require a specific 
balance of Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders, that “ geographical balance" is 
not required, and that the primary consideration for election to the Board of
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Trustees of the Insurance, Annuities and Relief Funds should be qualification 
by background, training and experience for the responsibilities assigned to the 
Board. A dopted

7. That the Minutes of Board meetings of June 14, 1982; August 13-14, 1982; 
November 5-6, 1982; and March 4-5, 1983 be approved without exception.

A dopted
8. That the Audit Report dated December 31, 1982 by Kent, Nobles and Martin, 

Certified Public Accountants be approved. A dopted
9. That the General Assembly assign a HIGHEST PRIORITY to providing 

adequate computer support to the Trustees and all other church agencies.
A dopted

10. That the General Assembly adopt the following:
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Board of Trustees of Insurance, Annuity and Relief Funds of 
the Presbyterian Church in America is to glorify God through serving His 
servants who minister in the church. This service is carried out through 
providing for the health, welfare and retirement needs of the denominations 
ministers, lay church workers and their families. A dopted

11. That the 1983 amended budget be received. (Submitted to the Permanent Sub
committee on Stewardship Ministries as directed. Appendix N, p. 291.)

A dopted
12. That the 1984 budget be received with the understanding that this budget is, in 

essence, a spending plan and that adjustments will be made during the year, if 
necessary, by the Trustees, and changes will be reported to the Twelfth General 
Assembly. AppendixN, p. 291. A dopted

13. That the active accounts in the Gift Annuity Fund be transferred to the PCA 
Voluntary Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan and that the Gift Annuity Plan be 
discontinued. Adopted

14. That the First Amendment to the Presbyterian Church in America Voluntary 
Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan (Attachment A, p. 193) and the First Amendment 
to the Trust Agreement for the Voluntary Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan (Attach
ment B, p. 194) be adopted. Further, that the resolutions related thereto be 
adopted and included in the Minutes of the General Assembly. Adopted

15. That the new wording for the Salary Reduction Agreement of the PCA Volun
tary Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan (Appendix One, p. 195) be adopted and that 
the accompanying “ Worksheet for Determining Permissible Amount of Defer
ral”  be received as information. A dopted

16. That the Trust Agreement relating to the PCA Health and Welfare benefits 
Attachment C, p. 197), be adopted and that the consent resolutions be ratified 
and become a part of the Minutes of the Eleventh General Assembly. A dopted

17. That the Trustees be granted authority to offer to all eligible PCA ministers and 
lay employees, on an optional basis, a PCA group dental plan, provided that 
sufficient interest exists and that a sufficient number of participants can be 
enrolled in such apian. Adopted

18. That the General Assembly grant authority to the Trustees to offer disability 
coverage to clerical, custodial and other lay church workers beginning January 
1,1984. Adopted

19. That the General Assembly designate that the cost of submitting the former 
RPCES Pension Plan to the Internal Revenue Service for qualification as a
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403(b) annuity be bome by the entire PCA retirement plan. (Minutes of the 
Tenth General Assembly, Action 10.71. III., 15.) Adopted
(Rationale: This is in keeping with the spirit of Joining and Receiving.)

20. That the General Assembly approve the amending of the former RPCES 
Pension Fund Plan as detailed in Attachment D, p. 202, so as to provide for the 
direct transfer of participants’ accounts from RPCES to the PCA Voluntary 
Tax- Sheltered Annuity Plan. Adopted

21. That the Trustees be commended for their diligent work and skill in investing 
the funds of participants and for their expression of compassion to those in 
need. Adopted

22. That the statement of thanks of the Rev and Mrs. Charles Wilson be received as 
information. Adopted

23. That presbyteries be most careful to be sure that pastors in their bounds are 
adequatedly taken care of concerning health and insurance coverage. Adopted  
Roll of Committee of Commissioners Present:
Ascension TE Carl Stewart
Calvary RE William A. Simoneau, Secretary
Covenant TE Robert Penny
Evangel RE John McKinstry
James River TE Mark Youndt
Northeast TE Williams S. Henderson
Pacific RE Stewart Fleeman
Pacific Northwest RE James Perry
Western Carolina TE Robert Canfield
Westminster TE King Counts

11-88 Response to Personal Statement
TE George W. Long, Jr. presented the required response to the statement in regard to 
Judicial Case, and it was approved. [NOTE: This was entered with the statement.)
RE Nat Hughes led the Assembly in its hourly prayer at 4:30 p.m.

11-89 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Ridge Haven
TE Glen A. McClung, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report of the Commit
tee. On motion the report was adopted as a whole, including all recommendations.
I. BUSINESS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE

A. Minutes of the Board of Directors August 5, 1982; October 22, 1982, June 13, 
1983

B. Audit Report for the year ending December 31, 1982
C. Proposed 1984 Budget for Ridge Haven, Inc.
D. The Report of Ridge Haven to the Eleventh General Assembly
E. Recommendations from the Board of Directors

II. MAJOR ISSUES DISCUSSED:
A. Authority for programming
B. Distribution and gifts of prospective Board nominees.
C. Manner of conducting Ridge Haven business.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. That the minutes be approved as indicated:

a. August 5, 1982— with notations
b. October 22, 1982— without exception
c. June 13, 1983— with notations Adopted
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2. That the Audit Report be approved, and that the Board of Directors take 
necessary action on items 1, 2, and 3 as found in the Auditor’s cover letter.

Adopted

11-90 Report of the Committee of Commissioners on Review and Control of 
Presbyteries
TE Gerald P. Malkus, chairman, led in prayer and presented the report of the Commit
tee. On motion it was adopted as a whole, including all recommendations.
I. Business Referred to the Committee

A. Minutes of Presbyteries submitted for review to the Eleventh General Assem
bly.

B . Responses from Presbyteries concerning exceptions cited by the Tenth General 
Assembly.

C. Letter (Communication # 4 ) from the Session at Peace Presbyterian Church, 
Eastern Carolina Presbytery, concerning activities by that Presbytery.

II. Major Issues Discussed:
A. Determiniation of discrepencies in minutes submitted to the Committee.
B. Consultation with Committee of Commissioners on Judicial Business regard

ing effective means of proper review and control of presbyteries.
C. Response to actions of Eastern Carolina Presbytery.

III. Recommendations Concerning Review of Presbytery Minutes:
A. Report on Presbytery Responses Concerning Exceptions Cited by the Tenth 

General Assembly:
1. Presbytery responses recommended as satisfactory.

a. Central Carolina
b. New River
c. Siouxlands
d. Southern Florida
e. Texas Adopted

2. Presbyteries not responding:
a. Ascension
b. Covenant
c. Evangel
d. Pacific
e. Tennessee Valley Adopted

3. Presbyteries with unsatisfactory responses:
a. Calvary: The response is acceptable but the minutes in question were 

not submitted for review.
b. Gulf Coast: Insufficient information-the explanation included no rea

sons for the exceptions.
c. Westminster: There was no report of the Commission included with 

the response. Adopted
B. Approved without exceptions or notations:

1. Ascension —  May 14-15, 1982; Sept. 10-11, 1982; Oct. 12, 1982; Nov. 13, 
1982; Mar. 12.1983; April 12,1983. Adopted

2. Central Carolina—June 16, 1982; June 17, 1982; June 26, 1982; Aug. 7, 
1982; Jan. 22.1983; Mar. 28,1983. Adopted

3. Central Florida-January 18,1983. Adopted
4. Central Georgia-July 10, 1982; Aug. 21, 1982; Oct. 12, 1982; Jan.8, 1983

Adopted
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5. Covenant—July 10, 1982.
6. Eastern Carolina— May 22, 1982; June 19, 1982; Sept. 25, 1982.
7. Evangel — June 6, 1982; Aug. 24, 1982; Sept. 1, 1982; October 26, 1982; 

Jan. 25, 1982; April 26, 1983.
8. Grace— Aug. 13, 1982; Jan. 14, 1983; March 22, 1983
9. Uliana— Jan. 7-8, 1983; March 5, 1983; May 7, 1983.

10. James River—Jan. 14-15, 1983.
11. Louisiana— May 22, 1982.
12. Miss. Valley—June 1, 1982; Oct. 19, 1982; Feb. 15, 1983.
13. Pacific— Jan. 28, 1983.
14. So.Florida— April 16, 1983.
15. Southwest—July 9, 1982.
16. Westminster— October 16,1982;Jan. 15,1983; April 16,1983. Adopted

C. Approval with notations:
1. Ascension— Jan. 7-8, 1983.
2. Central Carolina—June 14, 1982; Sept. 28, 1982; Jan. 8, 1983; Mar. 12, 

1983.
3. Central Florida— April 16-17, 1982; July 20, 1982.
4. Covenant— Sept. 7, 1982; November 9, 1982; March 8, 1983.
5. Delmarva— Sept. 11, 1982; Nov. 9, 1982; Mar. 5, 1983.
6. Eastern Carolina— Oct. 23-24, 1982.
7. Grace— July 9, 1982; Oct. 8, 1982.
8. Great Lakes— Sept. 17-18, 1982.
9. Gulf Coast—Jan. 9, 1982; May 8, 1982; Oct. 12, 1982.

10. James River— Sept. 10-11, 1982.
11. Louisiana— Oct. 16, 1982; Feb. 19, 1982.
12. New River—July 10, 1982.
13. No.Georgia—June 1, 1982; July 17, 1982; Oct. 16, 1982; Nov. 16, 1982; 

Jan. 15, 1983.
14. Siouxlands— Nov. 5, 1982; Dec. 15, 1982; Jan. 28, 1983.
15. So. Florida— July 20, 1982; Oct. 19, 1982; Jan. 18, 1983.
16. Southwest— April 30, May 1, 1982; Sept. 23-24, 1982; Dec. 28, 1982; 

Jan. 27-28, 1983.
17. St. Louis—June 25, 1982; Oct. 15-16, 1982; Jan.21-22, 1983; Feb. 19, 

1983; April 11, 1983.
18. Tenn. Valley— Sept. 11, 1982; Jan. 8, 1983.
19. Texas—July 30-31, 1982; Oct. 29-30, 1982; Apr. 29-30, 1983.
20. Warrior—July 20, 1982; Jan. 18, 1983.
21. Westminster—July 17,1982. A dopted

D. Approved with exceptions:
1. Ascension— July 9-10, 1982. Adjourned meeting, no second adjournment 

to this meeting.
2. Central Carolina—Jan. 8,1983. Name of person closing in prayer omitted. 

Feb. 19 and Mar. 12, 1983. Type of meeting not noted.
Mar. 12, 1983. Man under care cannot be appointed assistant clerk.
Mar. 12, 1983. (Pg.4) Item # 2 — Explanation is insufficient to satisfy the 
extraordinary clause of BCO.

3. Central Florida— Commissions must have the quorum established by the 
presbytery at the time of appointment.
July 20, 1982. No record of new presbyters being received nor of their
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signing of Ministerial obligation.
Oct. 16, 1982— A man cannot simply be "en ro lled ”  in presbytery. 
(pg.227 #10)
Oct. 16, 1982— (Pg. 228-F-9) Permission is granted to a Mission church 
pastor not one ordained as an evangelist (BCO  8-6).

4. Central Georgia— April 13, 1982 and June 16, 1982— Maker of motion is 
named (Guidelines 6a).

5. Delmarva: September 11, 1982-Incomplete roll (some TE omitted) 
Incomplete information re TE George Miller.
Nov. 9, 1982— Committee reports not approved as a whole. No indication 
of status of TE Mark Pett.
M ar. 5, 1982— A ppendices not attached. Reports not approved. 
Incomplete record of ordination and installation. No copies of calls from 
churches. No indication of ordinands signing of obligations.

6. Eastern Canada— Aug. 24,1982—Churches represented by TE not listed, 
minutes not signed, document missing from ministers, mission report not 
adopted (Item 15).
October 23-24, 1982 (Above same).

7. Eastern Carolina— Jan. 2 2 ,1983-Time of meeting not recorded. Improper 
response to communication from General Assembly. Improper approval of 
Commission Report (no prayer).

8. Grace— July 9, 1982— Person who adjourned with prayer not named.
9. Great Lakes— Sept. 17-18, 1982 and Dec. 3-4, 1982— Churches repre

sented by TE not listed.
10. Gulf Coast— Oct. 12, 1982— Minutes of Mobile Commission not in order.
11. Illiana— Aug. 30, 1982— Improper procedure on ministers admonition. 

Sept. 11, 1982— No source of complaint mentioned.
12. Louisiana—Oct. 16, 1982— Maker of motion named twice.
13. New Jersey—June 16, 1982; Sept. 18, 1982; Nov. 20, 1982; Jan. 15, 1983; 

Mar. 19, 1983— Churches not listed by TE not recorded.
Sept. 18,1982 and Nov.20,1982— no record of meeting being opened with 
prayer.

14. New River—June 16, 1982— No statement of purpose for the called 
meeting.
June 16 & July 10, 1982—TE and RE not identified with churches.
June 16, 1982—Clerk’s signature missing.
July 10, 1982—Terms of the call not recorded.
July 10, 1982— Improper procedure on handling a call.
July 10, 1982— No record of a sermon by a licensed candidate.
July 10, 1982— Name of person closing in prayer not given.
Nov. 12-13, 1982— Examination of a man for ordination without a call. 
Nov. 12-13, 1982— Reason for exception for ordination requirements not 
given.
No record of Vi vote.
Nov. 12-13, 1982— Incomplete record of Commission (Aug. 28, 1982). 
The minutes of the Commission to handle the complaints of certain 
members of the Westminster Presbyterian Church are incomplete in that 
the grounds for sustaining or not sustaining the complaints are obscure or 
non-existant. The lack of these grounds causes some confusion concerning 
the merits of these complaints. The Presbytery should correct these
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minutes of the Commission by adding a brief condensation of the thinking 
of the Commission concerning these complaints.

15. Northeast—Oct. 9, 1982; Nov. 13, 1982; Jan. 14-15, 1982; Feb. 5, 1983; 
TE not identified with churches.
Oct. 9, 1982; Jan. 14-15, 1983— No record of sermon by licentiate candi
date.
Nov. 13, 1982— reports “ as a whole”  not adopted.

16. North Georgia—July 17,1982; Oct. 16,1982; Nov. 16.1982; Jan. 15,1983; 
Roll of absentees is incomplete.

17. North Illinois—July 23, 1982; Oct. 15-16, 1982; Jan. 21, 1983; Apr. 8-9,
1983. TE not identified with churches.

18. Exceptions— July 21-22 and Mar. 11-12, 1983. No clerk’s signature. No 
approval of July minutes recorded. Nov. 1982 minutes missing.

19. Pacific— Sept. 2 4 ,1982-no record of judicial commissioners report given. 
April 22, 1983— No record of opening prayer. Former denomination of 
Rev. Adams not indicated.

20. Pacific Northwest— Sept. 24-25, 1982; Dec. 4-5, 1982. No signature of 
clerk.

21. Philadelphia— May 22, 1982 and July 6, 1982. No signature of clerk.
22. Siouxlands— Sept. 24, 1982; Nov. 5, 1982; Dec. 15, 1982; Jan. 28, 1983. 

No signature of clerk.
23. So. Fla.— Oct. 19, 1982— Incomplete commissioners report.
24. St. Louis—June 25, 1982— Examined and licensed a man who was not a 

member of a PCA church.
25. Tn. Valley— Sept. 11, 1982; Jan. 8, 1983, Incomplete roll, no indication of 

excused or unexcused absences.
26. Texas—July 30-31 1982; Oct. 29-30, 1982; Apr. 29-30, 1982; RE not 

identified with church. No indication of excused or unexcused absences. 
The numbering of Stated Meetings indicate that a set of minutes between 
October 1982 and April 1983 meetings is missing.

27. Warrior—July 26, 1982; Oct. 19, 1982; Jan. 18, 1983, TE not identified 
with churches.

28. Westminster—July 17,1982; April 16,1983, Approved commission action 
when quorum of commissioners not present.
Feb. 22,1983, NO ROLL. Adopted

E. Presbyteries Without Lists of Bylaws, Rolls and Guidelines
1. Covenant
2. Eastern Carolina
3. Evangel
4. Great Lakes
5. Gulf Coast
6. Northeast
7. Pacific
8. Pacific Northwest
9. Philadelphia

10. Siouxlands
11. Tenn. Valley
12. Texas

Other Recommendations:
1. That the Stated Clerk of General Assembly be directed to send a reprimand to
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Ascension, Covenant, Evangel, Pacific and Tennessee Valley Presbyteries for 
their failure to respond to the exceptions cited by the Tenth General Assembly 
in the report of Committee of Commissioners on Review and Control of 
Presbyteries, and that such responses be submitted to the Stated Clerk.

Adopted
2. That the Calvary and Korean Language Presbyteries be cited for failure to 

submit their minutes in accord with the rules at the General Assembly. Adopted
3. That since no response was submitted to the exceptions cited by the Tenth 

General Assembly in the minutes of the Mid-Atlantic Presbytery that the 
Eleventh General Assembly determine which current Presbytery succeeds Mid- 
Atlantic Presbytery in order to correct these minutes. Adopted

4. That the Minutes of Western Carolina Presbytery not be approved and that they 
be returned to the Presbytery with notes on the numerous specific exceptions 
attached as communication, and that the correct minutes be submitted to the 
Permanent Sub-committee on Judicial Business for review and evaluation.

Adopted
5. WHEREAS, the Tenth General Assembly sustained the complaint of James 

Workman et.al. as members of the Session of Peace Presbyterian Church, and 
WHEREAS, the Eastern Carolina Presbytery, in the meeting of January 22, 
1983, consciously refused to act properly to the action of the Tenth General 
Assembly.
THEREFORE, The Committee of Commissioners on the Review and Control 
of Presbyteries recommends to the Eleventh General Assembly that Eastern 
Carolina Presbytery be instructed to rescind the offending resolution, in sub
mission to the brethren. (BCOe 40-5; 21-4,5) Adopted

6. That the report be approved as a whole. Adopted
Respectfully submitted,
T E  G e r a l d  M a l k u s , C h a i r m a n

TE W lL B O R  S lD D O N S , S E C R E T A R Y

11-91 Committee of Commissioners on Administration Continued
TE James A. Meek led in prayer and presented the balance of this Committee’s report. 
Recommendations 7,8,14, 40, 42 were handled at this time. Recommendations 1 and 11 
were amended at this time.

11-92 Assembly Theological Examining Committee
It was reported that all those examined had been sustained, and the Assembly voted to 
permit the Stated Clerk to enter the appropriate list in the record, there being no one 
present from the Committee to make a report and the information being in another part of 
the building at this time.

11-93 Committee on Bills and Overtures
TE W. Harold Mare led in the Assembly’s hourly prayer and then presented the balance 
of this Committee’s report. Recommendations 5 through 7 were handled at this time. See 
11-50, p. 116f.

11-94 Reading of the Minutes
On motion the reading of the Minutes was left to the Stated Clerk, to receive written 
exceptions and make changes as necessary.
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11-95 Committee of Commissioners on Interchurch Relations Continued
On motion the original version of Personal Resolution 5 was substituted and adopted. 
The report was then received as a whole.

11-96 Report of the Committee on Thanks
TE John C. Neville, Jr. led in prayer and presented the report of the Committee. On 
motion it was received and ordered spread upon the Minutes.

The Committee on Thanks calls the General Assembly to give praise unto our 
Gracious God and show its gratitude unto Him “ for His goodness and for His wonderful 
works to the children of m en.” He has been with us and we have seen the evidence of His 
presence. With the spirit of harmony and unity, the courtesy of one with another, the 
respect evident amidst demonstrated differences of opinion the times of spiritual and 
social refreshment and the claims of faith we have known that He is with us. For this we 
confess with all joy “ Great is the Lord, and greatly He is to be praised.”
Recognizing that God often dispenses blessing through people, we would express our 
appreciation to the following:

(1) To Chaplain Don Clements (Lt. Commander) of the U.S. Navy for the very 
effective leadership he has provided to coordinate all of the details and direct 
the program of hosting this General Assembly in the city of Norfolk. His 
sacrifice of energy and time is all the more impressive in light of his imminent 
departure for a new assignment at a new location in a few days.

(2) To the Omni Hotel officials, and especially to Miss Schultz, Director of 
Conventions, for such a pleasant environment, and those efficient amenities 
and facilities that have enabled us to enjoy a comfortable working experience.

(3) To the Rev. James Allen (New Bethel Church, Hampton), the Rev. Gary 
Englestad (Evangelical Church, Chesapeake), the Rev. Russell Flaxman (East- 
minster Church, Virginia Beach), the Rev. W illiam Harrell (Immanuel 
Church, Norfolk), to Rev. Dave Krewet (Calvary Church, Hampton), the Rev. 
Robert Schoof (New Covenant Church, Virginia Beach), the Rev. Steven 
Schoof (New Life Church, Virginia Beach), the Rev. Ed Wallace (Grace 
Church, Suffolk), the Rev. Leon Wardell (Calvary Church, Norfolk) and the 
Rev. Mark Youndt (Westminster Church, Suffolk) and their congregations for 
staffing the many committees necessary for the efficient organizations for 
hosting a General Assembly.

(4) To Mr. Williams Murr and the Norfolk Christian School, for providing and 
organizing with such effective transportation between the place of the Assem
bly and the various motels, and for all of the drivers who were willing to serve 
with such a gracious Christian spirit.

(5) To Mrs. Don Clements (Esther), for the fine work done in providing activities 
for wives and children. With her, we would also express our thanks to those 
who worked with her.

(6) To Mr. Doug Blankenship of Fleet Printing Company for prompt and effective 
work in meeting our printing needs.

In the execution of the Assembly, we are all grateful to and for the competence, patience 
and understanding of:

(1) Our Moderator, Mr. Pete Austin, for his effective leadership through these 
days.

(2) Our former Moderator, the Rev. Paul Settle, for his skillful assistance to the 
Moderator.
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(3) Our Coordinator o f the Com m ittee of A dm inistration, RE Earl W itm er and his 
office staff, for the many details involved in setting up an assembly and 
remember our Stated Clerk and Associate Clerk, Rev. M orton Smith and Rev. 
Paul Gilchrist for their resourcefulness and guidance and the staff o f the Stated 
Clerks office.

(4) Our recording clerks, the Rev. Edwin P. Elliott and the Rev. Frank D. M oser, 
for successfully keeping the business o f the Assembly in view.

(5) O ur Floor Clerks, who under the leadership o f the Rev. Frank Sm ith, effec
tively expedite the work of the Assembly.

(6) O ur Parliam entarians, RE Jack W illiamson and RE Kenneth Ryskamp for 
steering us through procedural difficulties.

(7) O ur T im ekeeper, the Rev. W alter Lastovica, for gently keeping us on time.
(8) O ur projectionist, the Rev. Henry Schum , for his message displays, and that 

wit and hum or he had the opportunity to convey.
(9) Our Chairman of the Com m ittee o f Com m issioners, who, with this secretarion, 

spent much time in crystalizing the work o f their com m ittees, and their 
effective presentation o f their material.

(10) Our Coordinator o f General Assembly Com m ittees, and their staffs, for their 
availability, good hum or and readiness to help.

(11) O ur preachers o f the week: TE Joel Nederhood, TE Dale Um breit, TE Ben 
W ilkinson....

(12) O ur organist, TE Larry Roff, our song leader, Mr. Steve Lawton and pianist, 
Mrs. Lawton and the Covenant College singers (Rebecca Barker, Diana Notaro 
and Ted Himebook) for the fine music they have presented.

(13) O ur press officer, TE Arthur M atthews, and other representatives o f the press 
corps.

In closing, we would continue the tradition of our Reformed Presbyterian heritage by 
bringing this Assembly to a close with the words from Psalm 133:
“ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethen to dwell together in unity! It is like 
the precious ointm ent upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even A aron’s beard, 
that went down to the skirts o f his garments; As the Dew of Herm on, and as the dew that 
descended upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord com m anded the blessing, even 
life everm ore.”

Respectfully Subm itted,
J o h n  C .  N e v i l l e , C h a i r m a n  

R o b e r t  A u f f a r t h  

R o b e r t  C a r n e s  

R o b e r t  L i k e n

11-97 Excuses from Part of the Assembly
The following com m issioners filed excuses for absence from a portion of the A ssem 

bly as indicated:
Tuesday, June 14, 1983

Donald Dunkerley 
W ednesday, June 15, 1983 

Samuel Jeon (5:00) 
Thursday, June 16, 1983

Darriel Harris (noon) 
Robert Brawley (3:30) 
David Lipe (3:30)

James Snyder (3:00) 
T. Z. W itm er (3:00) 
Stuart Sacks (3:00)
Robert Schwanebeck (3:00) 
W illiam Rose (3:30)
Donald M ountan (3:30)
Joseph Fowler (3:30) 
Robert Fiol (4:00)
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Ik Chang 
Hui Chu Chong 
David Kim 
Joe Jang 
Paul S. Lee 

Friday, June 17, 1983
Donald Patterson (10:00) 
Robert Hayes (10:00) 
Laird Harris (11:00) 
Albert M oginot, Jr. (2:00) 
Timothy Rott (2:30) 
W illiam Jones (2:30)
Paul Long, Jr. (2:30) 
Ronald Swafford (2:30)

M ark Lowrey (4:00)
Joseph Pipa (4:00)
John Buswell (4:00)
M ike Potts (4:00)
LeRoy H. Ferguson 111 (5:00) 
W illiam H. Long 
Henry Johnson
F. Allan Story, Jr.
Paul Aiken 
O. H. Elgin 
John M acGregor 
Leonard Bullock 
W alter Coleman

U-98 Adjournment
There being no further business, the Assembly voted to adjourn, and the M oderator 
declared the court adjourned to meet June 18-22, 1984, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
Following the singing o f Psalm 133, TE Henry S. Schum pronounced the apostolic 
benediction at 6:30 p.m .
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PART III 

APPENDICES

The Appendices include the Reports o f the Permanent Com m ittees and Boards as 
originally submitted to the General Assem bly, except where the text may have been 
am ended by the Assembly. The recom m endations in this section are those orginally 
submitted by the Permanent Com m ittees, but may not be the same as those adopted by 
the Assembly. See the Reports o f the Com m ittees of Com missioners in the JOURNAL 
for each o f the Com m ittees or Boards to find the recom m endations as they were adopted 
by the Assembly. The budgets as approved by the Assembly are found in Appendix N,
pp.
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PART III 

APPENDICES 
APPENDIX A

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION 
TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
I. Introduction

The duties o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  cover a variety  o f  areas w ithin the denom ination . For 
c la rity , this report will be com posed o f separate narra tive  sections in each  area o f  responsib ility . The 
recom m endations are presented at the conclusion  o f the report.
T he C om m ittee  has held five (5) m eetings during the year, June 14, 1982, June 18, 1982, Ju ly  30, 1982, 
D ecem ber 10-11. 1982. and February 4 , 1983; with one m ore m eeting scheduled fo r June 13, 1983.

II. C om m ittee on A dm inistration  Statem ent o f Purpose
At the February 4 , 1983. m eeting the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  adopted the fo llow ing Statem ent o f 
Purpose w hich it is subm itting  to this G eneral A ssem bly for approval:

1. T he G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica has m andated  the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration to adm in ister its corporate and business affairs in full com pliance with the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  and B y-law s. The G eneral A ssem bly has assigned responsib ility  to its C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration on its ow n behalf to act in civil m atters as a duly  elected  Board o f  D irectors o f the 
C orporation .

2. CO A  purposes to provide suitable facilities for G eneral A ssem bly m eetings. C O A  will assist in 
p roviding personnel, technology, and facilities to reach the long range goals set by the G eneral 
A ssem bly. C O A  shall acquire the staff and expertise required to  m anage the duties assigned to it.

3. The purpose o f the C om m ittee shall be to  keep accurate records fo r the G eneral A ssem bly; to 
im plem ent the GA  policy decision  regarding the collection  and distribution  o f m onies to com m it
tees and agencies w hich m ay reduce their individual cost o f operations. C O A  is charged  to analyze 
and m ake recom m endations for prudent m ethods o f using G eneral A ssem bly 's  resources.

4. In addition to the above, a purpose o f the CO A  is to supervise the work o f its coo rd ina to r and also 
the work o f  the S tated C lerk betw een m eetings o f the G eneral A ssem bly . See R ecom m endation  No. 
8 .

III. New C oordinator
Due to the resignation  o f B usiness A dm inistra tor/T reasurer RE Dan M oore, the T enth G eneral A ssem bly  
gave the adm inistration  com m ittee the follow ing instructions, "That the G eneral A ssem bly  grant 
perm ission  to the C O A  to appoint an interim  coord inato r subject to the approved exam ination  by the 
A ssem b ly 's  T heological Exam ining C o m m itte e ."
A search com m ittee w as selected and on A ugust 27 , 1983, RE Earl W itm er, a ruling e ld e r and form er 
Executive D irector o f the R PCES Board o f  H om e M inistries, w as called  to be the new  C oord ina to r o f  
A dm inistra tion . Because M r. W itm er was already em ployed by ou r M NA com m ittee  as a result o f  
jo in ing  and receiv ing , it w asn 't necessary for him  to appear before the A ssem bly 's  Theological 
E xam ining C om m ittee (BCO 14-1-14).
M r. W itm er assum ed the position as full-tim e C oord inato r/T reasurer on O ctober I, 1982. T he C om m ittee  
is grateful to G od for H is provision in the day-to-day affairs o f A dm inistration  during  this interim  period 
in w hich the retiring B usiness A dm inistrator w as ill.

IV . O ffice C hanges
The C om m ittee on A dm inistration offices w ere relocated from  C olum bus, G eorg ia , to A tlanta in 
Septem ber and now occupy the space vacated by M ission to N orth A m erica. The office  address is 4325 
M em orial D rive, Suite N . D ecatur, G eorgia . 30032.
The C O A  office  is staffed with the follow ing positions; A ccountanl/D ata Process ing M anager, C om 
puter O perator, O ffice  A dm inistrator, Project C oord inato r. B ookkeeper, and M ail System  Typist. 
A fter the jo in ing  and receiving the PCA and the RPC ES Foundations w ere com bined into one o rgan iza
tion and now  occupy office  space with the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration . The CO A  C om m ittee  has 
assum ed the secretarial duties for the PCA Foundation.
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V . A ssem bly A rrangem ents
The question  o f w here the A ssem bly m eets each year is one that faces the C om m ittee  annually . T his year 
the C om m ittee received tw o invitations fo r the 1984 A ssem bly. T he M em orial Presbyterian  church  o f St. 
Louis, M issouri, and the Plains Presbyterian  C hurch o f B aton R ouge, L ouisiana, issued invitations to the 
A ssem bly.
A fter carefu l considerations, the C om m ittee  is recom m ending that the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly  be held 
June 18-22 at the C entroplex  C en ter in Baton R ouge, Louisiana.
T he C om m ittee has authorized  that a $ 25 .00  registration  fee be levied to off-set local arrangem ent costs 
fo r the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly. The C om m ittee  also  reestablished the G eneral A ssem bly  A rrange
m ents C om m ittee , w hich planned this y e a r 's  A ssem bly.

V I. R epresentative A ssem blies
T he C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  proposes to the G eneral A ssem bly the adoption  o f a representative  
assem bly . W e w ould rem ind the church  that the prim ary purpose o f the G eneral A ssem bly  is to evaluate  
needs and resources and to act on priorities for the m ost effective fulfillm ent o f the G reat C om m ission . 
T he C onfession  o f  Faith describes this purpose as follows: “ For the better governm ent and further 
ed ification  o f the church , there ought to be A ssem blies as are com m only  called  Synods o r C o u n c ils ... it 
belongeth to Synods and C ouncils m inisterially  to determ ine con troversies o f  faith , and cases o f 
conscience; to set dow n rules and directions for the better ordering  o f  the public w orship  o f G od , and 
governm ent o f H is church; to receive com plain ts in case  o f mal adm in istra tion , and au thorita tively  to 
determ ine the s a m e . . . "  See recom m endation  No. 9 , A , B. and C.

V II. G eneral A ssem bly O ffice R elocation
Follow ing last y ear 's  G eneral A ssem bly  the C O A  C om m ittee appointed a broadly  representative  
subcom m ittee to m ake an indepth study o f the m atter o f office reloca tion . T he follow ing six c ities w ere 
considered; D allas, C h icago , M em phis, Philadel ph ia , St. Louis and A tlanta. T he C om m ittee  is 
recom m ending to the G eneral A ssem bly  that the perm anent office  location be in the area o f  A tlan ta , 
G eorgia. See recom m endation  No. 10.

VIII. D ata Processing
A . C om pu ter Report

F ollow ing the advice o f last y ear’s G eneral A ssem bly and in coordination  w ith the o th e r com m it
tees, the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  has assum ed the responsibility  o f  D ata Processing  for the 
perm anent com m ittees.
The equipm ent presently  in use is a T I990 , an excellent com puter w ith a very sophisticated  
operating  system  that is not com m on to non-profit organizations. T his results in the necessity  o f 
w riting from  scratch ou r entire application  softw are.
O ver the past few m onths there have been problem s. These problem s have had a serious im pact on 
M TW , causing  considerable  cost in overtim e, and duplicate processing  betw een the service 
com pany and the com puter, not to m ention the frustration on the part o f  all the com m ittees in getting  
the system  to w ork.
The goals o f the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  are first, to fix the system  in order to allow  the 
system  to serve the needs o f  the com m ittees and the denom ination  for the useful life o f  the 
com puter, and second, to im prove ou r operations by providing additional uses for the com puter. 
The m odifications recom m ended are o f  tw o types, short and in term ediate term . W e do  not feel there 
are any a lternatives to these m odifications in regard to tim e . The short-term  m odifications are to add 
an additional disk drive  o f  sufficient capacity  to handle the mail system  with its forcasted  grow th 
and to add a tape drive to allow  for p roper back-up o f the data  files. An alternative to these additions 
w ould be to replace one o f  the 50  m egabyte drives w ith a m uch larger capacity  drive  and conso lidate  
som e data  files on one disk.
The interm ediate-term  m odifications are to rew rite and input portions o f  all ou r softw are to change 
it from  interactive to batch processing  and to write it in a language that will operate at m achine 
speed. This will have tw o benefits. F irst, it w ill operate m uch faster than the curren t system , w hich 
w ill in effec t w ork to reduce the w ork load o f  the com puter, and second , it w ill allow  the users to 
w ork d uring  the day creating  batches that the com puter can p rocess d uring  the night, thus spreading  
the work load o f  the system  over the entire  day ra ther than requiring excess capacity  to support a 
heavy dem and over an e igh t-hour period . A faster p rocessor can be installed w hich w ould  increase 
the capacity  o f the system .
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B. C ongregational Profile  Q uestionnaire
In o rder to provide accurate statistical data  and m em bership  census facts along w ith inform ation 
from  local congregations that will help the com m ittees o f G eneral A ssem bly  to be tte r serve the 
church , we are requesting this year that the G eneral A ssem bly  direct each  congregation  to 
participate in a congregational profile  questionnaire. T he inform ation is for the exclusive  use o f  the 
presbyteries, com m ittees, and agencies o f the G eneral A ssem bly . All sensitive inform ation  will be 
held in confidence by C O A.

IX . Jo in in g  and R eceiving
A. In accordance with the instructions o f  the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  that ‘the C O A , as soon as 

possib le , develop  an A ssem bly-w ide Sunday-of-R ecognition  in o rder to engage sim ultaneously  the 
people o f the churches in celebration o f  the enlarg ing  o f the church through “ Join ing  and 
R ece iv in g " ; the C om m ittee designated  the first Sunday in O ctober as a C om m union o f  C eleb ra 
tion , and all congregations were notified and urged to participate.

B. Follow ing the instruction o f  last y ear 's  G eneral A ssem bly  and incom pliance  w ith the agreem ent on 
jo in ing  and receiv ing  a “ Release and Indem nification  A greem en t"  w as draw n and executed  
transferring  trust assets to the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica from  the R PCES T rustees as follow s:

1. Board o f Pensions— to Insurance, A nnuities and R elief T rustees
2. King o f  Prussia C alvary church property— to Philadelphia Presbytery
3. B uchanan Fund T rust— to M TW
4. B oard o f H om e M inistries $11.380— to M NA
5. W orld Presbyterian M issions $59 ,827— to  M TW
6. N ational P resbyterian M issions $29 ,340— to M NA
7. Lam b Fund $101.108— to C ovenant T heological Sem inary
8. C edarville  C ollege Fund $2 ,590— C E /P
9. R obert Young B equest $6 ,532— C E/P

In all cases these funds are to be invested as capital funds and are to be reported  in the annual financial
statem ents w ith regard to their earn ings and distributions.

X. E xecutive C om m ittees
C O A  in com pliance with the G eneral A ssem bly 's  d irective considered  the report subm itted by the sub 
com m ittee  on Judicial B usiness regarding executive com m ittees and approved it. This allow ed the 
various agencies o f the church  to use the executive com m ittee system  d uring  this year until further action 
is taken  by the G eneral A ssem bly. (See the Report o f  the Subcom m ittee on Judicial B usiness.)

X I. Insurance and A nnuity D irection and C ontrol
The G eneral A ssem bly referred for study and recom m endation  to the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  the 
sentence in A rticle 4 , Section II o f the G eneral A ssem bly B y-Law s o f  the PC A . This sentence reads. “ A 
trustee shall not be subject to the control or direction  o f any o ther com m ittee  o r organization  o f  the 
corporation  ' '  The com m ittee brings to  the A ssem bly a recom m endation  fo r action regarding this 
sentence See recom m endation  No. 16.

X II. Fu ndin g o f the C om m ittee on A dm inistration
At the February  4 m eeting , the com m ittee adopted a plan regarding the funding o f  the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistra tion . This plan w as m ade in consideration  o f the fact that C O A  is now  responsib le  for the 
funding o f S tew ardship  and the PCA Foundation. See R ecom m endation  No. 13.

XIII. R eport o f  the Stated  C lerk
The S tated C le rk 's  O ffice has. along with all o f the o ther offices o f the C hurch , experienced an increased 
w ork load due to the jo in ing  and receiving. M uch o f the s ta ff 's  tim e this year has been spent in updating  
rolls for the denom ination  This involved not only the internal rolls o f  the O ffice , but a lso  the preparation  
o f new  rolls for publishing in the Yearbook  A large num ber o f new  biographical sketches had to be 
prepared , as well as church directory  m aterial. T he A ssociate C lerk assisted  in this w ith m uch o f  the 
prelim inary  typing.
T he A ssociate C lerk has a lso  been involved in closing  the records o f the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch, 
w ith the publication  o f tw o volum es: D ocum ents o f  Synod, S tudy P apers a n d  A ctions o f  the R eform ed  
P resbyterian  C hurch, E vangelical Synod— I965-I9S2 , an d  M inu tes o f  the 160th Synod. In add ition , the 
A ssociate C lerk has taken over the task o f  handling the m inisterial data  form s.
The M inu tes o f  the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly  w ere delayed in publication  due to a new  procedure in the 
preparation  for the printer. The end result is a better looking book. It is the hope o f  the C lerk  that this 
m atter can be expedited  in the future, and that the M inutes  will be published earlier next year.
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T he S tated C lerk  w as assigned the task by the T enth G eneral A ssem bly  to ascertain  how  the various 
agencies o f the C hurch have been com plying  w ith the A ssem bly 's  d irective to p reserve all these records. 
This has been done w ith a survey questionnaire. T he results o f the survey are as follows:

S tated R id ge Stew
C O A C lerk C E /P M N A M T W  Insur H aven 1 tr
Space  p resen tly  b e in g  used 13 file 300 file
for h isto rical m ateria ls: cab . c u .f t
N ex t three  years 5 25%  inc 2  tr 

file
N ex t five years 5 ■7

K inds o f  m ateria ls  saved:
C o rresp o n d en ce X X X

F inancia l records X X

M in u tes  o f  C o m m ittees X X

M inutes o f  S u b co m m ittees X X

P hotographs X X

It is the hope o f  the S tated C lerk that the p roper preservation  o f the historical records o f  the d en o m in a tio n . 
at the A ssem bly , presbytery  and local level can be properly  provided for in any office com plex  that m ay 
result from  the centra lization  o f the o ffices. A dditional space and staff will be needed to  provide fo r this. 
A PCA edition  o f  the W estm inster C onfession  a nd  C atechism s  together w ith the Scripture proofs has been 
published . If errors in this w ork are d iscovered , the C lerk w ould appreciate having  them  called  to his 
a ttention for corrections in future printings.
T he D igest o f  the M inu tes o f  the G eneral A ssem b ly  is m oving tow ards publication . T he m ajority  o f  the 
basic typing has been done. It is hoped that this can be published this year.
T he statistics w ere slow  in com ing in this year. In part, this w as due to jo in ing  and receiv ing . W e need 
greater cooperation  on the part o f the C lerks o f  Sessions in sending this in a tim ely  m anner. T he 1982 
statistics show the follow ing: 803 churches; 130,376 com m unicant m em bers; 19,946 non-com m unicant 
m em bers; m inisters. Total contributions reported  $83,915 ,320 ; total benevolent d isbursem ents was 
$ 2 0 ,805 ,453 ; total giving to non PCA benevolent causes w as $ 9 ,2 9 9 ,3 5 9  leaving a total o f $10 ,506 ,094  
to PCA  causes.

XIV. A dm in istration  L etter
In M arch the C O A  started to publish inform ation exclusively  for church  leaders (P astors, R uling E lders, 
D eacons, e tc .) in an A dm in istra tive  Letter. The item s covered  in the A dm in istra tive  L e tter  are in fo rm a
tion that w ould generally  be used only  by these groups.
T he letter, w hich will be m ailed at least four tim es a year is not designed to be a "new s" publication  o r in 
any way duplicate  w hat is published through the PCA M essenger. H ow ever, there are item s o f 
inform ation regarding  adm inistra tion  that w ould not be good " n e w s "  subjects fo r a general readership . 
T hese inform ational item s form  the basis for the A dm in istra tive  Letter. It is the in tention o f the 
C om m ittee  to  evaluate  carefu lly  the need , readership  and usefulness for such a letter before any 
com m itm ent is m ade to  publish m ore frequently  than a quarterly  basis.

X V . R ecom m endations
1. That the 12th G eneral A ssem bly  be held at Baton R ouge, L ouisiana, on June 18-22, 1984, w ith the 

C om m ittee o f C om m issioners beginning  on June 15 ,1984, o r as called  by the respective convener.
2. That the G eneral A ssem bly  redesignate the executive o fficer o f  the C O A  as C oord ina to r instead o f 

B usiness A dm inistra tor, w ith the title  T reasurer to be used in civil o r business m atters.
3. That the present C oord inato r o f A dm inistration  be em ployed through the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly.
4. That the present S tated C lerk  be em ployed through the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly.
5. That the G eneral A ssem bly  reappoint the C PA  firm  o f  K en t, N obles and M artin  to conduct an audit 

o f 1983 records o f A ssem bly  com m ittees and agencies w ith the exception  o f  the college and 
sem inary.

6. That the 1983 budget as am ended and presented by the subcom m ittee for S tew ardship  be approved.
7. That the 1984 budget o f the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  as presented by the subcom m ittee  on 

S tew ardship  be approved.
8. That the C om m ittee  on A dm in is tra tion 's  statem ent o f  purpose as presented in the Perm anent 

C o m m ittee 's  report be approved.
9. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the change to representative  assem blies.

A That the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  14-2 be am ended by substitu ting  fo r the whole:
14-2 T he G eneral A ssem bly  w hich is a perm anent court shall m eet at least annually  upon its
ow n adjournm ent.
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Size
The total num ber o f  com m issioners shall be 400.

E lection  o f  C om m issioners
There shall be an equal num ber o f  teaching  and ruling e lder com m issioners. Each Presbytery  shall 
be entitled to tw o teaching  elders and tw o ruling e lder com m issioners. T he rem aining com m is
sioners shall be a llo tted  to the Presbyteries p roportioned on the total com m unican t m em bers o f  each 
presbytery to the total com m unicant m em bers o f the denom ination . Each p resb y tery 's  allo ttm ent 
shall be equally  d ivided betw een teaching and ruling e lders. The A ssem bly’s C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  shall m ake the allo ttm ent to each Presbytery w ithin 30 days a fter each  regular 
annual m eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly based on the last annual statistical report o f com m unicant 
m em bership. Each p resbytery shall develop  its ow n m ethod o f  selecting its a llo tted  com m issioners, 
except each  presbytery shall elect an equal num ber o f teaching  and ruling e lders. Each Presbytery  
shall m ake selection o f its com m issioners and notify the S tated C lerk o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  120 
days prior to the m eeting o f  the next G eneral A ssem bly.

O bservers
All teaching and ruling e lders in the denom ination  shall be elig ib le  to attend the G eneral A ssem bly 
as observers. Such observers may attend all m eetings o f the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners and all 
sessions o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , except for those closed  by rules o f the A ssem bly  o r P arliam en
tary order.

B. That the A ssem bly am end the BC O  section 10-6 by substitu ting  the follow ing for the whole:
10-6 " T h e  G eneral A ssem bly shall pay all or a portion  o f the expenses o f its com m issioners 
according to rules set annually  by its C om m ittee on A dm inistration . T he expenses o f teaching  and 
ruling elders and their attendance at Presbytery shall be defrayed by the bodies w hich they 
respectively represent. All local churches are encouraged to pay the expenses o f  their observers to 
G eneral A ssem bly  in o rder that they m ay receive instruction , inform ation and inspiration  regarding 
the denom ination ’s w o rk .”

C. That the "R u le s  for A ssem bly O p era tio n s"  8-2 be am ended by substitu ting  the follow ing for the 
present:
C om m issioners shall fill in and return to the Stated C lerk  "P referen ce  o f  C om m ittee o f C om m is
sions C a rd s"  show ing his first four preferences am ong com m ittees o f  com m issioners. T w o m onths 
before the A ssem bly m eeting , the S tated C lerk together with the C hairm an o f the C om m ittee  o f 
A dm inistration or his designee, shall conduct a draw ing o f com m issioners’ nam es, using the 
returned Preference C ards plus blank cards for com m issioners from  w hom  cards have not been 
received. The total num ber o f com m issioners shall be d ivided by the num ber o f com m ittees to 
determ ine the num ber on each com m ittee. The first d raw ing shall be o f  teaching  e ld e rs ' nam es, the 
second o f  ruling e ld e rs ' nam es. As each nam e is d raw n, a sequence num ber shall be placed on  the 
card . In that sequence the preference o f com m issioners shall be o bserved as far as possible under the 
follow ing rules: T here  shall be no m ore than one teaching and one ruling e ld e r from  a  presbytery  on 
a com m ittee , if possible. M em bers o r em ployees o f an A ssem bly perm anent com m ittee , subcom 
m ittee o r agency are ineligible to serve on a com m ittee o f  com m issioners review ing the w ork o f 
such a com m issioner’s com m ittee , subcom m ittee o r agency. W hen a com m issione r's  preference 
cannot apply because o f  these rules o r because the preferred  com m ittee has already reached full 
m em bership , the next preference shall be observed. C ards w ith no useable preference and blank 
cards shall be held until all possible preferences have been observed , and then used by the Stated 
C lerk to fill com m ittee quotas as needed.
An alternate replacing  a com m issioner w hose nam e has been draw n for service on a com m ittee o f 
com m issioners shall replace his principal on that com m ittee.
The Stated C lerk shall com pile a  com plete list o f the standing com m ittees w hen the draw ing is 
com plete. T his shall be re leased , and those nam ed shall be notified. The S tated C lerk  shall mail 
back to com m issioners the cards indicating draw ing sequence num ber and standing  com m ittee 
assignm ent.

10. That the greater A tlanta area be nam ed the perm anent location o f  the offices o f the PCA.
11. That the G eneral A ssem bly request each  PCA  church to participate in the com pletion  o f  a 

congregational profile  questionnaire and census form .
12. That the C oord inato r o f  the adm inistration  com m ittee be authorized  to execute  on behalf o f  the 

PC A , a corporation , the T rust A greem ent for the PCA  voluntary tax-sheltered  annuity  plan and the 
m oney purchase pension plan as approved by the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly  (10-71, article 3, 
paragraph 12) and that he be authorized to em ploy pension trust counsel.

13. T hat the follow ing plan for funding the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  be adopted:
W hereas the C O A  is now  responsib le for funding the C O A , PCA  F oundation , and S tew ardship  
M inistries, and
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W hereas the C O A  is responsib le  for its ow n funding by asking for “ designated  g iv in g "  and has 
been sharing in the “ undesignated  g iv in g ”  o f the G eneral A ssem bly , it is recom m ended that the 
fo llow ing plan be adopted:
(1) A l l ' ‘undesignated  g iv in g ”  to the G eneral A ssem bly  will be shared  as follow s w hen the C O A  

is operating  at 90%  to 100% o f  budget (sum  o f "d e s ig n a te d ”  and “ undesignated”  g iving)
a. M essenger  is to receive funds for postage and prin ting  first
b. B alance o f  "u n d esig n a ted  g iv in g ”  is to be d iv ided , 25%  to each  o f  four Perm anent 

C om m ittees w ith the C O A  not sharing beyond the sum s needed to m eet 100% o f  the 
budget fo r the calendar (budget) year.

(2) In the even t that the C O A  drops below  90%  o f  its budgeted  needs in any m onth , the 
“ undesignated  g iv in g ”  w ill be d ivided as follows:
a. M essenger— sam e as (1) a.
b. T he C O A  will receive a share sufficient ( if  availab le) to fund it at the 90%  level for the 

m onth , and
c. T he balance o f "u n d esig n a ted  g iv in g ”  will then be handled  as 1 b. above.

14. That because o f  the p roposed restructuring  o f the G eneral A ssem bly com m ittees and agencies, the 
C O A  be g iven  a y e a r’s ex tension  to w ork on the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly 's  instructions to prepare 
am endm ents to the B ylaw s o f the G eneral A ssem bly concerning C ovenant C ollege and C ovenant 
Theological Sem inary  in the articles o f  incorporation  and by-law s o f these institutions.

15. T hat O verture  13 to the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  regarding  the num ber required  to estab lish  a 
quorum  in congregational m eetings o f churches w hose m em bership  exceeds 2 ,000 . be answ ered in 
the negative.

16. T hat the by-law s o f  the PCA  be am ended to delete from  A rticle IV ; 11, the sen tence, “ the trustees 
shall not be subject to the control o f  o r d irection o f any o ther com m ittee  o r organ ization  or 
co rp o ra tio n ."

17. In response to resolu tion  num ber 4 carried  over from  the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly , the fo llow ing 
tw o recom m endations are made:
A. That the G eneral A ssem bly continue the present num bering  o f the A ssem blies o f the 

Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica.
B. That the G eneral A ssem bly  direct the C O A  to develop  a d istinctive  em blem  fo r seals, 

banners, and logo in accord  w ith the follow ing principles:
1. C ontinue the d irection  set by the First G eneral A ssem bly  to have a uniform  and

distinctive  designation  fo r the denom ination , its com m ittees, agencies and churches.
2. Express the unity o f the denom ination  in public re la tions, co rrespondence, road  signs, 

etc.
3. R espect the confessional position that no representation  o f  d ie ty  shall be m ade.
4 . Perm it the concurren t use o f  a specific logo for the Perm anent C om m ittees and

agencies.
18. That the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica  change its accounting  m ethod to an accural basis from  a 

cash  basis effective  D ecem ber 31, 1982.
19. That the C O A  request the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners to recom m end to the E leventh G eneral 

A ssem bly  that G eneral A ssem bly R ules for O peration  IX -9-3 be am ended to provide that local 
G eneral A ssem bly  A rrangem ents C om m ittee m ay fix a suitable registra tion  fee as approved by the 
CO A .

20. T hat the C O A  recom m end that the G A  instruct the C O A  to upgrade the G A  com puter and instruct 
the perm anent com m ittee  to u tilize the G eneral A ssem bly’s com puter cen ter and bear the app rop ri
ate capital costs based on  the percentage o f usage and agencies in the greater A tlanta  area.

21. T hat the C O A  has been studying  various proposals involving m ass m erchandising  o f  property  and 
casualty  insurance p lans w hich m ay be available to PCA churches, through local agents, at 
considerable  savings. Perm ission is requested to  continue the study and to o ffer a desirable  program  
to local churches.

N ote: A udit reports to r  ail o f  the C o m m ittees  and A gencies are  availab le  on request from  the S taled C le rk 's  O ffice.
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APPENDIX B

MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AUGUST 27,1982

The B oard o f  D irectors held a m eeting in conjunction  w ith a called  m eeting o f  the C om m ittee  o f 
A dm inistration  in the C aribbean Room  at the A tlanta A irport in A tlan ta , G eorg ia , on F riday , A ugust 17, 
1982.

T he m eeting  w as called to order by the chairm an , RE John C ulver, and opened w ith p rayer by RE Jack 
W illiam son.

P resent w ere the follow ing:
M em bers
R E John C lark , C entral G eorgia 
T E  Don C lem ents, M id-A tlantic  
R E John C ulver, G u lf C oast 
T E  G eorge Fuller, Philadelphia 
T E  M arvin H arris, W arrior

A dvisory M em bers
T E  M orton Sm ith , S tated C lerk 
T E  Jam es B aird , M NA  R epresentative 
T E  Paul G ilchris t, A ssoc. Stated C lerk

M otion duly m ade and passed that the Board o f  D irectors au thorize Earl W itm er to sign checks for the C O A  
in place o f  D an M oore if he becom es the new C O A  C oordinator.

M otion duly  m ade and passed that the B oard o f  D irectors au thorize G erald  S overeign  to sign checks for the 
C O A  in place o f  Dan M oore if  he should becom e the new C oordinator instead o f  Earl W itm er.

B oard o f  D irectors m eeting adjourned w ith p rayer by R E John C ulver.
M otion duly m ade and passed inform ation received from  T E  R ichard F razier on financing  o f  quarters  be 

turned over to the new  C O A  C oordinator.
M eeting adjourned w ith p rayer at 3:25 p .m . by T E  M orton Sm ith.

M ik e  H o d g k in s o n , Se c r e t a r y

RE W illiam  Joseph , Evangel 
T E  G eorge K night, III, St. Louis 
R E C harles L eSeur, A scension 
R E Jack  L onon , W estern  C arolinas 
T E  W . T ed S m ith , J r .,  C entra l C arolinas

MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MARCH 5,1983

The Board o f  D irectors held a m eeting in conjunction  w ith a  stated m eeting  o f the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  at 3:00 p .m . in the H ow ard Johnson A irport Inn, A tlanta, G eorgia.

The m eeting w as called to o rder by the chairm an , RE John C ulver, w ho opened the m eeting w ith prayer. 
Present w ere the following:

M em bers
RE R ichard C hew ing , Jam es R iver 
RE John C lark , C entral G eorgia 
T E  Don C lem ents, M id-A tlantic  
RE John  C ulver, G u lf C oast 
T E  G eorge Fuller, Philadelphia 
RE G eorge G riffing , L ouisiana 
T E  M arvin H arris, W arrior 
RE M ike H odgkinson, C entra l Florida

A dvisory M em bers
M orton Sm ith , S tated C lerk 
Fred M arsh M NA R epresentative 
Earl W itm er, C O A  C oordinator

RE W illiam  Joseph , Evangel 
T E  G eorge K night, III, St. Louis 
RE C harles L eSeur, A scension 
RE R obert L iken , Philadelphia 
RE Jack  Lonon, W estern  C arolinas 
T E  John Sarte lle , W estm inster 
T E  W . T ed  S m ith , J r .,  C entra l C arolinas
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M otion duly m ade and  passed that Earl W itm er be authorized  to execu te , on  behalf o f  the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica (the C orporation) the T rust A greem ent fo r the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  V oluntary  
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan in the M oney Purchase Pension  Plan approved by the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  at 
10-71, A rticle 111 12 o f  the G eneral A ssem bly’s M inutes, and that M r. W itm er by authorized  to  em ploy  pension  
trust counsel.

M otion duly  m ade and passed  that the G eorg ia  Pow er 2009 Bonds now  held by IN /A  as colla teral be sold 
im m ediately if  it appears to be in order.

M eeting  w as adjourned w ith p rayer by R E Bill Joseph at 3:15 p .m .

M ik e  H o d g k in s o n , Se c r e t a r y
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APPENDIX C

REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE TO THE ELEVENTH ASSEMBLY OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

T hroughout the B ible, great responsib ilities are assigned to shepherds. T hey are d irected  to feed , lead and 
nurture the sheep.

R uling and teaching  e lders in the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica as shepherds have aw esom e respon
sib ilities. If  their flock is to flourish those e lder-shepherds m ust provide gu idance, care, and balanced spiritual 
d iets to the sheep that G od  has entrusted  to them .

H elping  those local church  leaders in their task is the prim ary m ission o f  the d en o m in a tio n 's  C om m ittee  for 
C hristian  E ducation and Publications. In the past year the com m ittee and its staff have provided m ore o f  that 
help in m ore w ays to m ore churches than ever before.

W hile the P C A ’s en largem ent through “ jo in ing  and rece iv in g "  in 1982 accounts for a good b it o f  grow th  in 
the co m m ittee 's  w ork , there w ere also  o ther factors. Som e o f  the new ly-organized  congregations as w ell as 
som e o f  the o lder established churches began requesting C E /P ’s services for the first tim e. O the r sessions and 
their m in isters, w ho had form erly taken advantage o f  only  a sm all part o f w hat C E /P  o ffers, decided  last year to 
use m ore o f  the program s and m aterials available from  the com m ittee . M oreover, som e serv ices (such as the 
audio-visual lending library and the assem bly-w ide senior high conference) w ere o ffered  for the first tim e.

D uring  the past year the com m ittee has been happy to incorporate into its life the agency o f the R eform ed 
Presbyterian  C hurch— E vangelical Synod know  as C hristian Train ing  Incorporated . T his transition  has gone 
sm oothly , and R obert E. E dm iston , C T I’s executive d irecto r, has been a valuable addition  to the C E /P  staff.

A lso jo in ing  the staff during  the past year w ere Harold B orchert and R ichard A eschlim an. M r. B orchert is 
w orking  on  a part-tim e basis in the area  o f  church re la tions, and M r. A eschlim an is w orking in the new  position 
o f d evelopm ent and training.

T he com m ittee  is grateful to G od and to the church for the expanding opportunity  to serve. T he s taff has been 
unable to answ er all the requests and to carry out all o f the a ssignm ents, sim ply because o f financial lim itations. 
It has been necessary  to set priorities. Som e o f  them  are represented  in the follow ing paragraphs, w hich review  
m ajor areas o f  w o rk .

T R A IN IN G
A m ajor em phasis o f C E /P  continues to be in the area o f training current and p rospective leaders o f  the 

church . M uch o f  this has been provided directly  by com m ittee and staff m em bers in sem inars and conferences 
across the d enom ination . T he com m ittee has assisted in sponsorship  o f  o ther tra in ing  even ts, has assisted  m any 
churches in obtain ing  train ing  m ateria ls, and has provided financial assistance for som e students p reparing  for 
church  leadership.

The sem inars offered  by C E /P  are tailored  to  help congregational leaders in their various responsib ilities. 
O ne is fo r Sunday S choo l, o ther B ible teachers and o ther educational w orkers. A nother is for e lder and deacons 
in leadership  and m anagem ent responsib ilities. Team  building and tim e m anagem ent sem inars are som etim es 
requested.

Because the staff gets m ore invitations than it can accept, som e o f the sem inar m aterial has been m ade 
availab le  on audio  tape for the first tim e this year. V ideotaping has been scheduled  in the near future. T h is use 
o f the m edia has been m ade possib le  by the generous “ Love G ift”  o f  the W om en in the C hurch  in 1981, and it 
will m ake this train ing  available  to m any who m ight o therw ise be unable to benefit from  it.

A lso introduced this year because o f  the w om en 's  o ffering  was o u r lending library o f  audio-visual m aterials. 
T h is g row ing co llection , selected from  am ong the best products o f o ther o rgan iza tions, includes teacher 
train ing  and B ible story film strips. For the first tim e this year a conference for church  m usicians w as o ffered  to 
the denom ination . Join tly  sponsored  by G reat C om m ission  Publications and C E /P . and featuring  an ou tstand 
ing faculty  o f C hristian  m usicians, it drew  “ rave rev iew s"  from  participants.

C ontinuing education  for m inisters w as provided through tw o d ifferent conferences this year. S ince the last 
general assem bly  the com m ittee also co-sponsored  (w ith C alvary P resby tery ) the first R idge H aven assem bly- 
w ide sen io r high conference.

D esignated  contributions have again m ade it possible for the com m ittee to aw ard lim ited scholarship  
assistance to som e sem inary studen ts, particu larly  those from  struggling congregations in e thnic com m unities.

PU B L IC A T IO N S
Early this year the circulation  o f  the denom inational m onthly m agazine, the PCA  M essenger, passed  the 

51 ,000 m ark. T his continued grow th and service by the M essenger w ould not have been possible w ithout the
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special financial help provided through an action o f  the T enth G eneral A ssem bly. W hile the com m ittee  d id  not 
initiate that action last year, it is very grateful for the assem bly ’s recognition  o f  the m agazine ’s role in serv ing 
the w hole denom ination  and for the special funding to help carry  out the period ica l’s m ission.

Introduced to  a w ider readersh ip  this year w as Follow  M e, a publication  for Sunday School teachers and 
leaders w hich was o rig inated  by C hristian Train ing  Incorporated. Its c ircu lation  is now  m ore than 12,000. 
Particularly  helpful in the planning o f  quarterly  teache rs ' m eetings, Follow  M e is being  prov ided  to all PCA 
pastors, clerks o f  sessions, local C hristian Education  chairm en , and o ther in terested  indiv iduals. In add ition , 
educational agencies o f  tw o o ther denom inations are buying it to distribute to their constituenc ies, and G reat 
C om m ission  Publications is p rovid ing  it to  custom ers. D uring this transition  period w hen Follow  M e w as being 
introduced to a larger audience and its production  transferred  to the offices in D ecatur, publication  o f  ano ther 
CTI periodical. Ideas for P astors, w as postponed until the autum n quarter o f  this year.

T hree seasonal ed itions o f  the W om en in the C hurch  new sletter w ere issued during  the year to  all the 
churches.

C U R R IC U L U M
O ne o f  the co m m ittee’s priority  pro jects, the A dult B iblical Education Series, is nearing  com pletion . S ta ff 

m em ber Jack  B. Scott has given m ost o f his tim e to preparation  o f these valuable s tudies over the p ast six  years, 
and he antic ipates that the w riting will be finished in 1983. A self-study guide to A B ES is his next assignm ent.

Dr. Scott is also  planning to w rite adult e lective  course in the areas o f  m issions and stew ardship .
G reat C om m issions P ublications, the jo in t venture o f the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  and  the PC A , is 

experiencing  increased  acceptance and g row ing sales. M ore than 300 PCA  congregations are now  using G C P  
products. Publication  o f  the long-aw aited  pre-school curric lum  has been com pleted . T his m eans that G C P  now  
offers B ible-based m ateria ls true to our doctrinal position for every  age g roup from  four years up.

C urren tly , a m ajor revision  o f  the curricu lm  for prim ary  g rades is tak ing p lace, and a com plete  re-w riting  o f  
jun io r high m aterials is next on the G C P ’s schedule. T he tw o cooperating  denom inations have equal 
representation  on the G C P  but O PC  continues to provide m ore o f  the necessary financial subsidy  than PC A . 
Sales revenue now  prov ides m ore than 60  percent o f  G C P ’s incom e (a  reversal from  the 4 0  p ercen t w hen PCA 
jo ined  the ven ture), con tribu tions continue to be needed for developm ent o f  new  products.

B O O K ST O R E
O ne o f the services o f C E /P  w hich is often taken for granted  is the bookstore  in the D ecatu r o ffices. T his is 

prim arily  a "m a il o rd e r”  facility  m eeting the specialized needs o f  PC A  congregations and o thers . It not only 
fills orders for the publications o f  C E /P , but it also handles such denom inational item s as certifica tes and 
yearbooks as well as books recom m ended in ou r sem inars and R eform ed literature from  o th e r pub lishers. In the 
nearly  five years in the D ecatu r location the sales volum e has increased m ore than five tim es.

W O M E N  IN T H E  C H U R C H
The W IC  o rgan ization , w hich operates under C E /P  supervision  by assem bly  d irec tion , continues to  thrive. 

T he annual m eeting  o f  presbytery W IC  presidents in M arch w as a tim e o f  instruction  and inspira tion  fo r the 
m ost representative g roup  o f w o m en 's  leaders ever to m eet in the PC A . All but three o f  the presby teries w ere 
represented . A m ong those partic ipating  w ere som e w om en w ho had been active in the w o m en ’s activ ities  o f  
the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch— E vangelical Synod and o thers representing  presbyteries w hich  are ju s t 
now  starting W IC  organizations.

The annual circle B ible study guides published fo r W IC  use con tinue to  be best sellers fo r C E /P . For the past 
year the au thor w as Jeanne  (M rs. D onald B .) Patterson. The next in the series has been w ritten  by E m alyn 
(M rs. John) Spencer.

The w riter for the 1984-85 study on C olossians (w orking title: " A  Firm  and Sure Foundation: C hristian 
L iving A m ind the C onflic ting  V alues o f  O ur M odem  W o rld ” ) is M ary A nne (M rs. J .R .)  M uhlig . T op ics and 
authors are suggested by the W om en’s A dvisory  Subcom m ittee.

A record “ Love G ift”  o f  $ 60 ,000  w as given by the w om en across the d enom ination  in 1982 to  help  M ission 
to N orth A m erica  acquire  a build ing  fo r the M anhattan  Presbyterian C hurch and o ther N ew  Y ork C ity  w ork.

T H E O L O G IC A L  E D U C A T IO N
Im plem enting  the a ssem bly ’s p rogram  for theological education  has been p roceeding  under the c o m m ittee ’s 

general oversight. T o  help the presbyteries and their certification  com m ittee  in this p rocess Jack  Sco tt has been 
assigned on a part-tim e basis as a consu ltan t. A separate report from  that com m ittee  is appended. In addition , 
C E/P  calls to the atten tion  o f  the assem bly  the fact that a num ber o f the p resby teries, particu larly  the n ew er ones 
in various stages o f o rgan ization , have been unable to subm it their p lans fo r certifica tion  by the deadline 
established  earlier.

T herefore, a recom m endation  is subm itted (below ) to grant exem ption  from  the p ro g ram 's  requ irem ents to 
those w ho entered  sem inary before last Septem ber.



180 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

F IN A N C E S
The C E /P  com m ittee  is eager to serve the churches o f the denom ination  to the fu llest ex tent. H ow ever, the 

level o f  support p rovided by the assem bly  determ ines to a great degree how  m uch can  be done. O nly  75 percent 
o f  the approved 1982 budget w as received. T he com m ittee m arvels that w ith receip ts o f  $542 ,438  (against a 
budget o f  $722,136) so m uch w as accom plished.

For the 1983 the assem bly  has approved a budget o f $848 ,246  for the com m ittee . A t the tim e o f  this rep o rt's  
preparation  tw o m onths o f  the fiscal year had passed and only 60  percent o f  the year-to-date  budgeted  incom e 
had been received .

As the assem bly  has given special assignm ent to C E /P  (such as the study o f  radio  and te lev ision  m inistries, 
program s and m aterials fo r m inistry  to  the e lder, scholarsh ip  funds fo r theological s tuden ts, e tc .) ,  it is 
necessary  to  keep  in m ind that additional funds w ill be needed from  the churches to c a n y  out the assignm ents.

T he  com m ittee  believes that its m inistry  will be recognized and supported as officers and m em bers o f  PCA  
congregations becom e m ore aw are o f C E /P ’s purpose and w ork. C onsequen tly , the com m ittee  has faced  the 
responsib ility  to m ake the m inistry  better know n and to raise m ore support. S ta ff m em bers are available  to v isit 
in the chu rches, to tell o u r story and to share ou r serv ices. G iven such opportun ities , we trust the Lord will bless 
in such  a  w ay that the budget needs will be m et and the com m ittee’s purpose accom plished .

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N
1. T hat the m inutes o f  C E /P  for June 1982, A ugust 1982, D ecem ber 1982 and M arch 1983 be 

approved.
2. T hat the proposed budget for 1984 to be presented by the PSCSM  be approved.
3. T hat the coord ina to r and staff be com m ended for their consistent and faithful m inistry  to the

denom ination .
4 . T hat the R everend C harles H. D unahoo be reelected  coord ina to r for C E /P  fo r 1984.
5. T hat m inisters and o ther church  leaders be encouraged to take advantage o f  the variety  o f

conferences and sem inars relating  to pastoral skills and o ther areas o f the ch u rch ’s educational and 
train ing  m inistries such as: church grow th  and revita lization , teacher tra in ing , o fficer tra in ing , 
leadership  sem inars, m usic train ing  and fam ily m inisters.

6. T hat churches be encouraged to support the denom ination’s S en io r H igh C onference at R idge 
H aven C onference C en ter, July 18-23, 1983.

7. T hat churches and individuals be encouraged to take advantage o f the variety  o f conferences and 
sem inars relating  to pastoral skills and o ther areas o f the ch u rc h ’s educational and train ing  
m inistries such  as: church  grow th and revita lization , teacher tra in ing , o fficer tra in ing , leardership  
sem inars, m usic train ing  and fam ily m inistries.

8. T hat the m em bers o f  the W om en’s A dvisory Subcom m ittee be thanked fo r their d iligent interest 
and involvem ent in the P C A ’s W IC  m inistries.

9. That local churches and p resbyteries desiring  to organize W IC  groups be encouraged  to con tact the 
C E /P  office for m aterials and consultation .

10. That the W IC  be thanked fo r their generous support o f the 1982 Love G ift and that the 1984 Love 
G ift pro ject be designated  for C ovenan t C ollege.

11. T hat those indiv iduals and churches receiv ing  the PC A  M essenger (som e 51,000 fam ily units) be 
encouraged  as they read the M essenger to be aw are o f  the need to uphold  the A ssem b ly ’s total 
program , com m ittees, agencies, and staff in regu lar prayer.

12. T hat local churches be encouraged to respond to  a survey regarding radio and television  m inistry  
uses and needs in the local area. (The survey will be m ailed in early  Fall o f  1983.)

13. In response to O verture  5 from  the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly , we recom m end that it be answ ered  in 
the fo llow ing m anner:
a. That reference be m ade to the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  M inu tes, page 117, 10-90, Item  6, 

regarding  the use o f  the denom inational m agazine ( .. all board and com m ittees o f  the PC A  are 
requested to use the M essenger as a vehicle for their publications and new s announcem ents, 
w hen possib le. Adopted .

b. That PSC SM , responsib le for coord inating , planning  and budgetary  rev iew , seek to develop  a 
m ethod w hich will better coordinate both the appeals and p rom otional m ateria ls to the local 
churches fo r each  calendar year.

14. T hat the C E /P  C om m ittee  circulate a survey at the end o f  this report to the pastors regarding 
“ continuing  education  needs”  and that the surveys be returned to the C E /P  booktable  before  the 
c lose  o f  the assem bly.

15. T hat R eform ation  Sunday , O ctober 30 , 1983, be designated  as a  day o f  special p rayer, em phasis 
and support fo r the P C A ’s C hristian  Education and Publications m inistry .

16. That churches continue to be m ade aw are o f  the availability  o f books, curricu lum , and audio-visual
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m aterials and equ ipm ent from  the C E /P  bookstore.
17. That the local churches be encouraged to use the film strips and o ther audio-visual m aterials 

available  from  the C E /P  lending library.
18. T hat the report from  the A ssem bly ’s C ertification  C om m ittee , appended  to  this report, be accepted  

as their report and that the p resbyteries be rem inded o f  the constitu tional requirem ent to  have a  plan 
for tra in ing  the ir m inisterial candidates approved by the C ertification  C om m ittee .

19. That the "g ran d fa th e r c la u se ’ ’ referring  to  the one year o f m andatory  in ternship  be e x tended  in the 
fo llow ing m anner: that the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica’s constitu tional requirem ent fo r four 
years o f  theological tra in ing , one o f  w hich is the one year internship  supervised  by the p resby teries, 
be in effect for all students entering  sem inary on  o r after Sep tem ber 1983 and that the presbyteries 
use this grace period  to  develop  their program s for the C ertification  C om m ittee  and subm it them  for 
approval. (T hose w ith approved p lans w ould have the op tion  o f present im plem entation  d uring  this 
extension  period .)

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  C E R T IF IC A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E  T O  T H E  1983 
G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  (T H R O U G H  T H E  A S S E M B L Y ’S C O M M IT T E E  O N  

C H R IS T IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S )

T he C ertification  C om m ittee first m et on Septem ber 9 , 1982, in D ecatur, G eorgia.
T he com m ittee  w as com posed o f representa tives o f  the fo llow ing e igh t certified  p resbyteries: 

C entral F lorida , C alvary , C entral C aro lina , E vangel, G u lf C oast, M ississippi V alley , W estern  
C aro linas, W arrio r (7 representatives present).

T he fo llow ing p resby teries’ p lans w ere certified  at the m eeting: C ovenant (w ith  no ta tion), T exas 
(w ith notation), W estm in ister (w ith notations). T he plan o f  N ew  R iver Presbytery  w as sent back  for 
further developm ent.

T he C ertification  C om m ittee held its second m eeting on February  28-M arch 1, 1983, in D ecatur, 
G eorgia . The com m ittee  consisted  o f  representatives o f the fo llow ing e leven p resbyteries: the e ight 
listed in the Sep tem ber m eeting  w ith the addition o f  representatives from  C ovenan t, T ex as, and 
W estm inster (9  representa tives present).

T he fo llow ing p resby teries’ plans w ere sent back for further developm ent: Eastern  C aro lina , 
N ew  Jersey , O klahom a, Pacific N orthw est, Southern  Florida.

T he com m ittee further reports that the follow ing presbyteries have not yet subm itted  plans: 
A scension, C entra l G eorg ia , D elm arva, Eastern  C anada , G reat L akes, Jam es R iver, L ou isiana, 
N ortheast, N orthern  Illinois, P h iladelphia , T ennessee V alley , Sou thw est, K orean. M any o f  these 
have been delayed  by the reorganization  necessary to J& R . M ost indicate that they are p resently  
w orking  on their p lans and m any expect to subm it p lans to the com m ittee  in the spring  o f  1983.

T he com m ittee  is presently  com posed o f  representatives from  seventeen presbyteries and p lans 
to m eet once again  prior to the G eneral A ssem bly  to  consider certifica tion  o f  o ther p lans subm itted  
to the com m ittee  during  the spring m onths. A supplem ental report updating  the list o f  certified  
presbyteries will be availab le  at the 1983 G eneral A ssem bly  m eeting.

T he com m ittee , in conjunction  w ith the C E /P  C om m ittee , is p reparing  a  brochure  to be m ade 
available  at the 1983 A ssem bly. It is designed to inform  m in isters, theological studen ts, and  o ther 
in terested  persons o f the P C A ’s program  fo r theological education  and the steps necessary  to 
o rdination  fo r m inistry  in the Presbyerian C hurch  in A m erica.

T he com m ittee  calls the follow ing concern  to the a ttention  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly .
N ot all p lans so far subm itted to the com m ittee  have addressed  the question  o f  the financial 

support o f  in terns. T hose p lans w hich have addressed  the issue indicate that interns are to be self- 
supporting , w hile allow ing for som e possib ility  fo r church  and presbytery invo lvem ent through 
gifts.

T his is know n to be a source o f  deep  concern  for cand idates for the G ospel m inistry . T rad i
tionally , churches and p resbyteries have provided rem uneration  fo r indiv iduals w ho w ere serv ing  in 
a clin ical situation  during  the course o f  sem inary education . If  the c linical situation  w as evaluated  to 
be w orthy o f  such support, how  m uch m ore should the m andatory  in ternship  p rogram  o f  the PCA 
receive support?

Because o f  the benefit o f  the in ternship  program  to the w hole church , support should be derived 
from  this b roader base— not ju s t from  churches w hich m ay be im m ediately  involved w ith  the 
in tern , but from  the entire  presbytery . T he C ertification  C om m ittee  m akes the fo llow ing recom 
m endations to the G eneral Assem bly:

1. That the G eneral A ssem bly  encourage presbyteries to accept the fact that they have financial 
responsib ilities to participants in the m andatory internship  p rogram  so that the partic ipan ts  may 
devote them selves fully to the benefits o f  this p rogram  in term s o f  their readiness fo r m inistry .

2. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  instruct its Stated  C lerk  to transm it cop ies o f  C hap ter 19 o f  the B ook o f 
P h n r r h  O rH er to o e th e r  w ith  c o n ie s  o f n lans o f  the Intem shiD P roeram  o f  each  Dresbvterv w hich  has
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been approved by the C ertification  C om m ittee to the C hief, Policy Section fo r each  student loan 
program  adm inistered  by the U nited States D epartm ent o f  E ducation under a cover letter requesting 
recognition  that ou r requirem ents constitute an ' e ligible in ternsh ip ’ ’ under the pertinent sections o f 
the C ode o f Federal R egulations. T his action is to be taken by the C lerk  as soon as practicable  with 
regard to p lans already approved. Further, the C lerk  shall m ake it a standing practice to  advise the 
pertinent U nited S tates D epartm ent o f  Education personnel w hen a p resbytery  plan becom es 
approved o r, in the case o f  previously approved p lans, d isapproved.
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APPENDIX D

REPORT OF COVENANT COLLEGE TO THE 
ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. IN T R O D U C T IO N
C ovenant C ollege has com pleted  tw enty-eight years o f serv ice in the K ingdom  o f  ou r Lord . From  hum ble 
beginnings in 1955, the college has grow n and prospered  in m any w ays. T he enro llm ent has increased , 
the faculty  has been streng thened , the curricu lum  has been expanded , student life has been  enriched , and 
the cam pus has been im proved by the addition  o f four bu ild ings, the ex terio r renovation  o f  ou r m ain 
bu ild ings, and various beautification  projects. T hroughout that grow th and change . C ovenan t C ollege 
has m aintained  its purpose, " th a t in all th ings C hrist m ight have the p re -em in en ce .”  For all o f tha t, and 
for m uch m ore, we gratefu lly  and joyfu lly  p rocla im , T O  G O D  B E T H E  G LO R Y !

II. O U R  G R A D U A T E S A N D  T H E IR  M A JO R  FIE LD S
Eighty-one students w ere in the graduating  class o f 1983. T he tab le below  show s the d is tribu tion  o f 
m ajors am ong students for the past three years:

B ach elor o f  Arts

Biblical S tudies and M issions
*1981

5
**1982

10
***1983

10
B iology 6 11 1
B usiness A dm inistration 6 9 3
C hem istry 2 0 0
E conom ics 0 0 2
E lem entary  E ducation 5 11 16
English 5 8 7
H istory 5 6 7
Interd iscip linary  Studies 12 5 1
M usic 1 1 3
Philosophy 3 2 2
Physical E ducation 3 5 4
Psychology 8 5 6
R ecreation  Education 0 0 1
Socio logy 4 7 3

A pplied  M usic

B achelor o f M usic

1 3 3
M usic E ducation 0 1 1

A ssociate o f  A rts

*5 graduates have double  m ajors 
**4 graduates have double  m ajors 

***8 graduates have double  m ajors

III. E N R O L L M E N T
The enro llm ent fo r the 1982 fall sem ester was 542. W e have enjoyed  enrollm ent increases fo r three 

successive years and are projecting  another increase for the fall o f 1983. E nrollm ent grow th  does not 
com e routinely in this decade, and we believe that our g row th  is due in large m easure to  the fine 
reputation  w hich C ovenant has earned.

The five states w ith the h ighest enrollm ents in 1982-83 w ere G eorg ia , F lorida , T ennessee , Pennsy l
vania . and V irg in ia, in that order. O ur students cam e from  39 states and 34 foreign  coun tries  and , as 
show n below , w ere affiliated  w ith several denom inations:
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Fall Fall Fall
1980 1981 1982

P resbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 48 .3% 46 .9% 50.6%
O rthodox  Presbyterian C hurch 9 .8 9 .3 7 .0
Presbyterian  C hurch  in the U nited States 2 .9 3.8 3.7
O ther Presbyterian  and R eform ed 7.8 7 .2 6 .5
B aptist 11.9 13.0 10.7
Independent and O thers 19.3 19.8 21.5

IV . SE N IO R  IN T E G R A T IO N  PR O JE C T S
O ne o f  the requirem ents fo r graduation  is the w riting  o f a thesis w ithin the field o f the s tu d en t’s m ajor, 

expressing  a C hristian view  o f the subject involved. L isted below  are som e represen tative  titles o f Senior 
In tegration  Projects w hich w ere w ritten by students in the class o f  1983:

B ism arck —  Statesm an o r Evil G enius?
Political Im plications o f  M onetary  Inflation 
A B iblical Perspective on Self-Im age 
T he V irtuous W om an 
Perspectives on C ounseling  
T . S. E lio t’s The W aste Land'. A M ere Piece o f 

R hythm ical G rum bling?
O rato rio , C an It Be U sed in the C hurch?
Separate D evelopm ent in South A frica:

A S tudy o f  Princip les and Priorities 
T eaching  the B ible to  Inner-C ity  C hildren 
H ow  the Fam ily A ffects the C hild  and H is Learning 
M otivating  C hildren  to Learn 
T he M eaning o f D ram a 
C reativ ity  in the C lassroom  
Inner-C ity E vangelism
A  C hristian  V iew  o f  D iscipline —  Principles & Practices

V . C H A N G E S IN P E R SO N N E L  A N D  PR O G R A M
For the first tim e in m any years, no professors o r adm inistrators are leaving the college at the end  o f  the 

year. W e are very gratefu l for the excellen t w ork o f our personnel, and we are deeply  gratefu l to G od  for 
d irecting  all o f  these people to us. T w o-th irds o f  ou r professors have earned doc to ra tes, and all o f  them  
strive to honor the Lord Jesus C hrist and to teach  in the light o f  H is W ord.

O ne new  professor has been appointed to o u r faculty  for the com ing year. Dr. C harles R. T hom as will 
becom e the second p rofessor in ou r new  com puter science departm ent. D r. T hom as received  h is B .S . and 
M .E d . degrees from  W ayne State U niversity , h is M .S . from  G eorgetow n U niversity , and his E d .D . from  
the U niversity  o f  M aine. For the past three years he has been teaching  at B ryan C ollege.

O ur com puter science m ajor is ju s t one year o ld, and it brings the total num ber o f  m ajor fields availab le  
at C ovenant to tw enty. T he addition o f that m ajor w as m ade possible by a grant o f  $2 2 0 ,0 0 0 , w hich 
enabled  us to purchase a VAC 11/750 com puter system  with tw elve video d isp lay  units and to  transform  
three little-used c lassroom s into an academ ic com puting  facility . T his program  attracted  m ore than 30 
students w ho chose to m ajor in that field , and it a lso  strengthened ou r offerings to  students w ho  are 
m ajoring  in fields such as eng ineering , business adm inistra tion , psycho logy , and chem istry . All 
studen ts, regardless o f  w hat their m ajor field is, are required  to take approxim ately  sixty credit hours o f  
“ co re ”  curricu lum , courses in fields such as biblical studies, E ng lish , h isto ry , and ph ilosophy , in 
keeping w ith ou r purposes as a C hristian  liberal arts college.

V I. S T U D E N T  FIN A N C IA L  A ID
D uring  1982-83 about 475 C ovenant C ollege students received  about $ 1 ,600 ,378  in a id , w hich cam e in 

the fo llow ing forms:

Scholarsh ips and G rants 
Loans
C ollege W ork Study Program  

(em ploym ent on  cam pus) 
Total

$ 746,139 
515,499 
3 38 ,740

$1,600,378

Please  share this inform ation w ith high school students in your church  and w ith their parents.
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V II. G R A N T S FO R ST U D E N T S FR O M  S U P P O R T IN G  C H U R C H E S
B eginning this fall, a new  program  o f  financial aid w ill be available to students w ho are m em bers o f 

churches w hich support the college. You m ay recall that this p rogram  w as announced last year. T he 
aw ards for the 1983-84 academ ic year w ill be based upon church  support during  1982. S tuden ts from  
m ore than 110 churches will be e lig ib le fo r those gran ts in the com ing  academ ic year.
I W hat is the purpose o f this new  program ? T here  is a tw ofold  purpose:

1. C ovenant w ants to  strengthen its ties w ith churches. P rim arily  we w ant to  strengthen these 
w ith our sponsoring  denom ination , the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica . In addition  we w ant 
to strengthen ties w ith ou r churches w hich share ou r com m itm ent to an education  in w hich 
C hrist is pre-em inent. T he requirem ent for participation  is that the church support the C ollege 
in the am ount o f at least $ 4 .0 0  per co lm m unicant m em ber per year.

2. The second purpose is to help students T he college realizes the im portance o f  develop ing  
new  form s o f  student aid , and this program  is one o f the first to be established .

How  m uch will each  qualified  student receive?
T he am ount o f  each  annual grant will vary depend ing  on the level o f  giving from  the chu rch . In 

o rder to place all churches on  an equivalent basis , the level o f  giv ing  is calculated  in term s o f  g iv ing  
per com m unican t m em ber. The size o f each grant for the fall o f 1983 w ill be de term ined  by the 
follow ing schedule:

W e encourage you to support your college generously  in 1983 and thereafter. C hurch giv ing  in 1983 
w ill form  the basis upon w hich we provide these special gran ts to  students in 1984-85. P lease help  us to 
help your young  people.

V III. FIN A N C IA L  R E PO R T
The attached financial report presents detailed  inform ation  perta in ing  to the past tw o fiscal years.
As I write this we are w orking  and praying to claim  a $ 200 ,000  challenge g ran t, w hich w ill be g iven  to 

the college if w e m eet ou r g ifts and grants goal o f $710,000 fo r operating  purposes. M ore than  $260 ,000  
is still needed by June 30. W ill you help us reach that goal? Y our prayers and you r g ifts w ill be deeply  
appreciated.

IX . R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
1. That the G eneral A ssem bly  designate Sunday . O ctober 15, as C ovenant C ollege S unday th roughout 

the denom ination  and encourage churches to rem em ber the college w ith p rayer and an offering  on 
that day.

2. That since C ovenan t C ollege w as received  by the Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing w ith it B ylaw s in tact, and 
since the B ylaw s o f the C ollege have alw ays allow ed for a lim ited num ber o f m em bers o f  o ther 
N A PA R C  churches to be e lected  to the B oard, the Board recom m ends to the G eneral A ssem bly  that 
perm ission  be granted to  place such nam es in nom ination  on the floor o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and 
that the B ylaw s o f  the G eneral A ssem bly be am ended to provide for the A ssem bly  to be able  to  elect 
to the B oard o f  T rustees o f C ovenant C ollege, one m ale m em ber o f any N A PA R C  church to each  
class o f the board (total o f  up to four).

And further, that the A ssem bly fill the vacancy in the c lass o f  1985, arising out o f  the resignation  
o f  T E  Fred M arsh , w ith R E W endell G raves, o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch , w ho is ro tating  
o ff  the B oard w ith the C lass o f 1983.

3. That the G eneral A ssem bly  instruct the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  to evaluate  the present 
nom inating  system  and report back its recom m endations to  the next G eneral A ssem bly.

G ivin g per M em ber
$ 4 .0 0  - 9 .99

10.00 - 19.99
20 .0 0  - 29 .99  

$30 .00  o r m ore

G rant per Student
$ 200 

500 
1,000 
1,500
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COVENANT COLLEGE 
STATEMENT OF CURRENT FUNDS REVENUES, 

EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS 
Years Ended June 30,1982 and 1981

R EV E N U E S 1982 1981

E ducational and general:
S tudent tu ition and fees $ 1 ,848 ,188 $ 1 ,672 ,113
G overnm ent appropriations 189,074 216,515
Sponsored  research 8,366
S tudent aid 395,663 193,152
G ifts 1,045,018 799 ,134
O ther sources 38 ,997 31 ,605

Total educational and general $ 3 ,5 1 6 ,9 4 0 $ 2 ,920 ,885

A uxiliary  enterprises and
service groups 1,206 ,879 1 ,157,819

TOTAL R EV EN U E S $4 ,7 2 3 ,8 1 9 $ 4 ,0 7 8 ,7 0 4

E X P E N D IT U R E S A N D  M ANDATORY TR A N SFE R S 
E ducational and general:

Instructional 913 ,545 834 ,219
Institu tional research 12,168
L ibrary 114,161 100,013
S tudent services 359 ,422 315 ,325
O peration  and m aintenance o f plant 399 ,625 366 ,023
G eneral and adm inistrative 302 ,939 2 54 ,286
D evelopm ent, alum ni and public relations 166,430 158,819
S ta ff benefits 159,007 109,090
G eneral institutional 212,011 186.965
Student aid 580 ,053 388,555

E ducational and general expenditures 3 ,207 ,193 2 ,72 5 ,4 6 3
M andatory  transfers to:

L oan fund m atching grant 10,771 12,638
R etirem ent o f indebtedness fund fo r principal and interest 128,926 113,888

Total educational and general $3 ,3 4 6 ,8 9 0 $ 2 ,8 5 1 ,9 8 9

N otes to Financial S tatem ents are an integral part o f  these statem ents.
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COVENANT COLLEGE 
STATEMENTS OF CURRENT FUNDS REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES AND TRANSFERS 
Years Ended June 30, 1982 and 1981

TOTAL R EV EN U E S 1982 1981

$ 4 ,7 2 3 ,8 1 9 $ 4 ,0 7 8 ,7 0 4

Total educational and general 3 ,3 4 6 ,8 9 0 2 ,8 5 1 ,9 8 9

A uxiliary  enterprises and service groups:
Expenditures 1,208,628 1,115 ,103
M andatory  transfer for reduction  o f indebtedness

on residence hall 2 8 ,000 24 ,875

Total auxiliary enterprises and service groups $1 ,236 ,628 $1 ,1 3 9 ,9 7 8

TOTAL E X P E N D IT U R E S A N D  M ANDATORY TR A N SFE R S $ 4 ,583 ,518 $3 ,9 9 1 ,8 6 7

O ther transfers:
To investm ent in plant fund for build ings and im provem ents 64 ,993 47 ,2 3 0
To investm ent in plant for equipm ent 166,778 30 ,727
Transfer o f unrestric ted  endow m ent funds to curren t fund (176 ,961)
Perm anent transfer o f inter-fund balance (12,112) (10 ,216 )
To endow m ent fund for retirem ent fund 15,650 15,650

Total o ther transfers 58 ,348 83,391

R E V E N U E  O V ER  (U N D E R ) E X PE N D IT U R E S A N D  TR A N SFE R S $ 81 ,953 $ 3 ,346
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APPENDIX E

REPORT OF COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

In troduction  and Inform ation
C ovenant Sem inary has enjoyed G o d 's  b lessing during the 1982-83 academ ic year. A good spirit has 

p revailed  am ong the students, faculty , and s taff even  though there has been financial stringency and som e 
experience o f adjustm ent to serving the larger constituency o f the PC A . W e feel that there has been 
p rogress in our pursuit o f godliness. O ur tw o days o f  p rayer w ere tim es o f  sp iritual re freshm ent, and our 
w eekly sm all group m eetings continued to prove beneficial, including the p residen ts ' p rayer breakfast. A 
facu lty /m idd ler retreat w as added in the w in ter to the fall Bible and Life W orkshop and jun io rs  and the 
spring  facu lty /sen io r colloquim  fo r the graduating  students. O ur W orld M issions L ectures w ere provided 
in the fall by R ev. T ite T ienou o f U pper V olta in W est A frica. The Urban M inistries Institu tes w ere led by 
M r. Russell K night o f M etro-C hicago Y outh for C hrist in the fall and R ev. G eorge Soltau o f  Prison 
F ellow ship  in the spring.

E nrollm ent w as slightly  dow n in the fall to 142, not including our D octor o f M inistry  students. In the 
spring  sem ester, w hen the num ber usually  d rops, we experienced a slight increase. A pplications for next 
year have been com ing in at a rate substantially  ahead o f a year ago, and because o f  a sm all graduating  
c lass this spring we expect the total enro llm ent to be up to around 170 this com ing  fall.

M uch effort has been m ade this year to becom e better acquain ted  w ith the PC A  constituency . The 
faculty  and adm inistra tive  officers have been deployed to v isit all tw enty-five o f  the presbyteries ex isting  
before the receiv ing  o f the PR C , ES into the PC A . W e appreciate the cordial reception  granted  to the 
S em inary  as we have sought to share the distinctive characteristics o f  our p rogram  and to d iscover 
together how  we can best serve the churches o f  the denom ination . In the com ing year w e plan to v isit the 
rem ainder o f  the presbyteries. W e have also enjoyed good relations with the o ther agencies o f  the PC A  as 
we have m utually  sought w ays o f  cooperating  in the advancem ent o f  the K ingdom  o f C hrist. In o rder to 
have a m ore d irect contact w ith the individuals and fam ilies o f  the PC A , we have been enabled  by a grant 
to  provide the ‘‘T im eless Ins igh ts”  devotional booklets free to those desiring  to receive this service 
w hich has proven to be a real m inistry  to m any in their daily  B ible study.

O ur faculty  m em bers have continued to be busy in research  as w ell as teaching . N ew  books are in 
preparation  by Professors W ilber W allis, John S anderson, H arold M are, G eorge K nigh t, and Palm er 
R obertson. D octoral degrees have been achieved by Professors A ddison Soltau and D avid C alhoun and 
by A djunct P rofessor W illiam  K irw an. A djunct P rofessor D onald M cN air w as aw arded an honorary 
doctorate  by G eneva C ollege. T he recent books by P rofessors R obert R ayburn , Palm er R obertson, 
H arold M are, and R obert V asholz continue to be w ell received.

O ne o f  the m ajor efforts o f this year was the production  o f  a self-study report in preparation  for an 
evaluation  for accreditation  by the A ssociation  o f  T heological Schools. U nder the d irection  o f  D ean o f 
the Faculty  , this self-study has led to the researching o f a m aster’s p rogram  in C hristian 
education  and the im plem entation  o f  m ore program s fo r e thnic m inorities. H aving been accredited  by the 
N orth C entral A ssociation since 1973, C ovenant Sem inary anticipates favorable action by the A TS this 
sum m er.

O ur Southeastern  E xtension operated  in both M acon. G eorgia and G reenv ille , S outh  C aro lina  this 
second year o f  its ex istence w ith seven students enrolled  and serving as interns in churches o f  C entral 
G eorg ia , N orthern G eorgia , C alvary , W estern C arolinas, and C entral C arolina  P resbyteries. The R idge 
H aven C onference C en ter also played a significant role in this p rogram . P rofessor D avid C alhoun has 
served  as C oordinator, w ith instruction  provided by R ev. G ordon R eed, R ev. John G rau ley , Dr. M orton 
S m ith , R ev. Paul Settle , by o ther pastors in their areas o f  special experience, and by som e o f  ou r regular 
faculty . W e continue to support this 2 +  2 pattern as o ffering  m axim um  benefits in preparation  for 
m inistry ; how ever, it can be undertaken only  w here the presbyteries can be fu lly  involved and the 
churches supportive in funding and in supervision. The possibility  o f  ex tension  education  in D elm arva 
Presbytery  is being explored .

T he G eneral A ssem bly’s requirem ent o f a one-year internship p rio r to ord ination , effective for those 
w ho began theological training in 1981, has produced concern  am ong our students for their financial 
support fo r this additional year o f  p reparation. Dr. Jack  Scott o f  the C om m ittee on C hristian  E ducation 
and Publications had been m ost cooperative w ith the Sem inary in seeking to m eet these concerns, having 
v isited ou r cam pus on tw o occasions to talk w ith faculty  m em bers and w ith students. In addition  to the
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m atter o f financial support, ou r s tudents are concerned over the G eneral A ssem bly ’s p ro g ram ’s assum p
tion that they will be provided internships by and receive eventual calls from  the presbyteries under 
w hose care they are. S ince m any o f  our students have en tered  sem inary w ithout being  under care  o f  a 
PCA presbytery , several o f  them  com ing from  o ther denom inational backgrounds but even tually  en tering  
ou r denom inational m in istry , the m ajority  tend to com e under care o f  the St. Louis P resbytery . It has also 
been the experience o f C ovenant Sem inary in its tw en ty-seven-year history  that m ost students end up 
serving in o ther presbyteries than those from  w hich they cam e. W e rem ain  supportive o f  the internship  
program  as an ideal concep t, but urge that som e m odifications be m ade in light o f  the concerns above.

Financial support is a serious concern  fo r all private institutions o f  h igher educa tion , and C ovenan t 
S em inary  is no  exception . A fter experiencing a deficit o f approxim ately  $ 69 ,000  last fiscal year (July 
1981-June 1982) w hich com pelled  us to freeze salaries for this current year, we set records fo r g ift incom e 
fo r each  m onth from  July  through N ovem ber o f 1982. W e entered  M arch o f 1983, neverthe less, $ 8 ,500  
behind ou r target for that stage o f the year. W e are gratefu l for the addition o f th irty -th ree  churches that 
have indicated by the end o f  February  that they have put the Sem inary in their budget fo r the first tim e. At 
the latest report, how ever, response to the asking o f  the G eneral A ssem bly o f  $5 .24  per m em ber has 
produced $148,997 o r $2.17 per m em ber from  the churches that have responded. O u r g ift incom e 
budgeted for 1983-84 has m oved to $750 ,000  from  the $ 6 90 ,000  in the curren t budget. W e are helped 
greatly  by the reception  o f a legacy o f  $500 ,000 , w hich should provide an additional $50 ,0 0 0  a  year o f 
endow m ent incom e.

R ecom m endations
1. T hat, in view  o f  the d en o m in a tio n 's  aim  to reach one m illion m em bers by the year 2000 and to 

continue ou r m issionary  em phasis , a system atic analysis be undertaken by the appropria te  c o m m it
tee o f the G eneral A ssem bly to assess how  m any new  pastors and m issionaries can  be pro jected  to 
be needed per year to replace retiring m inisters and to  provide church  p laan ters, p asto rs, m ission
aries, chap lains, and o ther ordained  m inisters during the com ing ten years and to ascerta in  how  
m any cand idates for the PCA  m inistry  are currently  being generated  from  the p resby teries, in 
sem inaries and co lleges, o r from  o ther denom inational backgrounds.

2. That the G eneral A ssem bly  and the presbyteries review  the in ternship  p rog ram , specifically  
considering  the th ree-year concurrent m odel, in light o f  the cand idates’ need for financial support 
w hile serving in churches to fulfill ord ination  requirem ents, o f the fact that m any opportun ities  for 
internships and pastoral calls tend to com e from  presbyteries o ther than the one o f  a c an d id a te 's  
care, and o f  the tendency fo r certa in  presbyteries to  have a d isproportionate  num ber o f  cand idates 
under their care.

3. That the churches be asked to support theological education  w ith faithful p rayer and regu lar g iv ing  
and to seek to  support C ovenant Sem inary at the level o f  the askings requested  by the S tew ardship  
C om m ittee.

4. T h a t, in regard to the proposed restructing  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  and its a g en c ies , the provisions 
o f  the "joining and receiv ing”  consum m ated  in 1982 be adhered  to  perta in ing  to  C ovenant 
S em inary ’s reporting  to the G eneral A ssem bly , its budget, and its b y law s’ re la tion  to the G eneral 
A ssem bly 's  bylaw s.
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ATTACHMENT 
COVENANT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

1983-1984 BUDGET

IN C O M E   IN IT IA L  D E C R E A SE S IN C R E A SE S A D JU ST E D

Educational & General
Tuition (H .C .— 170) $ 361,445 $ $  361,445
Fees 11,500 11,500
Endowm ent 125,000 70,000 195,000
Gifts 750,000 750,000
Student Aid 35,000 35,000
Southeastern Extension -0- -0-
M F P  4 ,000 4 ,000
O ther Sources 12,500 12,500

Sub-Total $1,299,445 70,000 $1,369,445

Auxiliary Services 37,500 37,500
Cov. Scripture Study M inistry 30,000 30,000

Total Income $1,366,945 $ 70,000 $1,436,945

EXPENSES 
Educational & General

President/Trustees $ 53,755 $ 5,000 $ 58,755
Instruction 478,058 4 ,392 482,450
Southeastern Extension 50,743 50,743
Library 99,661 99,661
Student Development 49,997 49,997
Student M inistries (MFP) 34,230 34,230
Student Aid 40,000 40,000
Developm ent 230,005 230,005
Business Office 111,657 111,657
Plant Operations 147,003 147,003

Sub-total $1 ,295,109 $ 9,392 $1,304,501

Transfer— Renewal & Debt
Ser. 10,500 $ 500 25,700 35,700

Auxiliary
Services 20,300 20,300
Transfer— Renewal & Debt
Ser. 10,500 500 25,700 35,700

Sub-total $ 30,800 $ 500 $ 25,700 $ 56,000
Cov. Scripture Study M inistry 30,000 30,000
Reserve for Contingencies -0- 10,000 10,000

Total expenses $1,366,409 1,000 792 $1,436,201
INCOM E OVER
(UNDER) EXPENSE $ 536 (1,000) 792 744
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APPENDIX F

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INSURANCE, 
ANNUITY AND RELIEF FUNDS TO THE 

ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN AMERICA

In the powerful and lovely nam e o f ou r Lord Jesus, our G od and C hrist, the K ing and H ead o f H is C hurch , 
greetings! Since last G eneral A ssem bly, your Trustees have m et in full session A ugust 13-14,
1982; N ovem ber 5-6 , 1982; and M arch 4 -5 , 1983. D ay-to-day operations have been carried  out through  ou r 
D irector and his staff, and ou r actuarial, legal, and investm ent advisors. The B oard has m onitored  and 
d irected  Trustee affairs th rough ou r Standing C om m ittees, w hich are:

A D M IN IST R A T IO N — J. Todd; E. Johnston; T . Lowe 
A N N U ITY —  S. C hester; C . Cox; T . Leopard 
A U D IT— A. M orris; T . Leopard; T . Lowe
IN SU R A N C E — T. Leopard; S. C hester; C . C ox; F . D ym ess; R. K resge 
IN V E S T M E N T — L .A . M orris; E. Johnston; T . Low e; J. Todd 
LE G A L— E. Johnston; C . Cox 
R EL IEF— R. Sw eet; F. D ym ess; R. K resge

I. PR O G R A M  SU M M A R Y
Participation  in Trustee  adm inistered  program s w as show n as below:

Program 12-31-79 12-31-80 12-31-81 12-31-82 2-28-83
H ealth  Insurance 766 852 1,000 1,006 1,033
A nnuity Fund fo r M inisters*** **489 492 515 530
E m ployees’ A nnuity  Fund* 28 41 38 48
Supplem ental L ife Insurance 349 376 461 438 430
Relief** **4* 5* 6* 37 37
M oney Purchase Pension Plan 543
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan 668
D eath  & D isability  Plan 688

'* A dditionally , G roup  H ealth prem ium s have been paid for m any honorably retired  and /o r d isabled
church  servan ts, and their spouses.

**Figures for 1982 and 1983 include those w hose health  insurance p rem ium s w ere paid by  the T rustees.
*** Plans term inated  as o f  12-31-82.

II. S IG N IF IC A N T  A C T IO N  D U R IN G  T H E  Y EAR
A. T he T enth G eneral A ssem bly took three significant actions w hich had m ajor im pact on  B oard 

affairs:
1. The reception  o f  the RPCES into the PCA  involved g reat expenditures o f  tim e, e ffo rt, m oney 

and staff resources in identify ing , locating , and com m unicating  w ith  the new ly received  
m inisters and churches. S ta ff and B oard m em bers exp lained  p rogram s and p lans, and 
enrolled  m any o f  those e lig ib les into the PCA  Plans. T his w as, and con tinues to  be a 
form idable undertaking.

2. The adoption  o f new  retirem ent vehicles (T he M oney Purchase Pension  P lan [M PP], and the 
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity [TSA ]) w ith the separate  D eath  and D isability  Plan had to be 
exp lained  and m arketed  to all PC A  m inisters and  o ther e lig ib les. T h is w as a m ajor ta sk , and 
the S ta ff is to be com m ended fo r an outstanding jo b  done exceedingly  w ell, under adverse 
c ircum stances.

3. The approval o f  substantial rate increases, and benefit m odifications in the G roup  H ealth 
Plan.

B. In the th ird  quarte r, the Board m ade tim ely adjustm ents in Investm ent A dvisors, and w as positioned 
for the bull m arket surge w hich com m enced in A ugust 1982. The net return  on  investm ents after 
investm ent counse lo r fees w as 20 .54%  for the year.

C . O n January  1, 1983, M assachusetts M utual L ife Insurance C om pany began adm inistering  the PCA 
H ealth Insurance Program . The transition  w as relatively  sm ooth . T his change enab led  the T rustees 
to reduce the rates on fam ily coverage by $15.00 per m onth , on tw o m em ber fam ily coverage by 
$10.00 per m onth , and on single coverage by $ 5 .0 0  per m onth.

D. T he transition  from  hand-posting  to full com puter operations progressed . C hanges in G eneral 
A ssem bly C om puter softw are com panies, changes at C O A , and hardw are lim itations in GA  
C om pu ter O perations all com bined to increase the burden on  Trustee  personnel. A t the T ru stee s ’ 
m eeting on M arch 5, 1983 the T rustees heard o f  present inadequacy o f  the PCA  com puter to m eet
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T rustee  requirem ents. T he T rustees desire  to  cooperate w ith and support C O A  in its efforts to  have a 
denom ination-w ide com puter serv ice. N otw ithstanding  th is , the Trustees m ust have adequate 
com puter support. If  C O A , fo r w hatever reason , is unable to p rovide this support, the T rustees feel 
obligated  to ob tain  adequate com puter support o f its ow n.

E. T he Trustee  office  in D ecatu r has done a superb jo b  in becom ing fully operational (it opened 
January  1,1982); getting  the new  A nnuity  program s d rafted , adopted , and m arketed; exp lain ing  the 
m odified  and m ore costly  H ealth Plan; converting  to the com puter; receiv ing  R PC ES elig ib les; and 
keeping  an increasing  volum e o f claim s flow ing sm oothly and effic iently .

F. T he Trustees have subm itted the form er R PC .E S  Pension Plan to the Internal R evenue Service for 
determ ination  as a 403(b) annuity . O bjection  has been raised  to charg ing  the form er R P C ’ES 
partic ipan ts ' accounts the costs fo r this determ ination .

III . R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
1. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all congregations to participate in the R etirem ent 

and Insurance p rogram s o f PCA on  behalf o f their m inisters and lay em ployees.
2. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all PCA Presbyteries to require that re tirem ent and 

health  insurance benefits be included in all Pastoral Calls.
3. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  strongly encourage all PC A  churches to use calendar year budgeting  for 

salaries and em ployee benefits.
4. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly strongly encourage all PCA congregations to support the annual 

C H R IST M A S G IF T  w hich funds R elief activities.
5. That the G eneral A ssem bly  authorize the B oard o f T rustees to enhance the p lans and set prem ium  

rates fo r all insurance program s adm inistered  by the Trustees to becom e effective  January  1 o f each 
year. R ates each  year w ill reflect the best judgem ent o f  the T rustees based  on the insurance plans 
claim s experience and insurance com pany negotia tions, and w ill norm ally be changed no m ore 
often than once per y ear, except w hen necessary  to m aintain the v iability  o f an insurance p lan , and 
then no m ore often  than once each  six m onths.

6. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  rem ind its N om inating  C om m itte  that D eacons m ay be e lected  to the 
Board and that A ssem bly  rules do not require a specific balance o f R uling and T eaching  E lders, that 
“ geographical b a lan ce"  is not required , and that the prim ary  consideration  fo re lec tio n  to the Board 
o f  T rustees o f the Insurance, A nnuities & R elief Funds should be qualification  by background , 
tra in ing , and experience for the responsib ilities assigned the Board.

7. That the M inutes o f B oard m eetings o f  A ugust 13-14, 1982; N ovem ber 5-6 . 1982; and M arch 4-5 , 
1983 be approved w ithout exception.

8. That the A udit R eport dated D ecem ber 31, 1982 by K ent, N obles & M artin , C ertified  Public 
A ccountants, be approved.

9. That G eneral A ssem bly  assign a H IG H E S T  PR IO R IT Y  to p roviding adequate C om puter support to 
the T rustees and o ther C hurch agencies.

10. T hat G eneral A ssem bly  adopt the following:
S tatem ent o f Purpose
T he purpose o f  the B oard o f T rustees o f the Insurance, A nnuity & R elief Funds o f  the Presbyterian 
C hurch  in A m erica is to glorify G od through serving H is servants w ho m in ister in the C hurch . This 
serv ice is carried  out through providing fo r the health , w elfare , and re tirem ent needs o f  the 
d enom ina tion 's  m in isters, lay church  w orkers and their fam ilies.

11. T hat the 1983 am ended budget be received. [Subm itted to the Perm anent Sub-C om m ittee  on 
S tew ardsh ip  M inistries as d irected  ]

12. T hat the 1984 budget be received w ith the understanding that this budget is. in essence, a spending 
plan and that ad justm ents will be m ade during  the year, if  necessary , by the Trustees.

13. T hat the active accounts in the G ift A nnuity Fund be transferred  to the PCA  V oluntary  Tax- 
Sheltered  A nnuity  P lan , and that the G ift A nnuity Plan be discontinued.

14. T hat the First A m m endm ent to the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica V oluntary  T ax-S heltered  
A nnuity  Plan (A ttachm ent A) and the First A m m endm ent to the T rust A greem ent fo r the V oluntary 
T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan (A ttachm ent B) be adopted. Further, that the resolu tions related 
thereto  be adopted  and included in the M inutes o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.

15. T hat the new  w ording  for the Salary R eduction A greem ent o f the PC A  V oluntary  T ax-S heltered  
A nnuity Plan (A ppendix  O ne) be adopted  and that the accom panying “ W orksheet fo r D eterm ining  
Perm issib le  A m ount o f  D efe rra l"  be received  as inform ation.

16. T hat the T rust A greem ent relating  to the PCA H ealth and W elfare benefits becom e a part o f  the 
M inutes o f the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly.

17. That the T rustees be granted  authority  to o ffer to  all e ligible PCA m inisters and lay em ployees, on 
an optional basis , a PCA group dental p lan , provided that sufficient interest ex ists and that a 
sufficient num ber o f participants can be enrolled  in such a plan.
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18. That the G eneral A ssem bly  grant au thority  to  the T rustees to o ffer d isability  coverage to c le rical, 
custodial and o ther lay church w orkers beginning  January I, 1984.

19. That the G eneral A ssem bly decide w hether the cost o f subm itting  the form er R P C 'E S  Pension Plan 
to the Internal R evenue Service for qualification  as a 403(b) annuity  is to be borne by the accounts o f 
those w ho opted  to have their funds transferred  to the PCA T ax-S heltered  A nnuity P lan (as provided 
in the M inutes o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly . A ction 10.71, I I I .  1 5 ) .  o r w hether this cost is to  be 
bom  by the entire  PCA retirem ent plan.

20. That the G eneral A ssem bly approve the am ending o f  the form er R P C 'E S  Pension Fund Plan as 
detailed  in A ttachm ent D so as to provide for the direct transfer o f p artic ipan ts ' accounts from  the 
R P C 'E S  Plan to the PCA V oluntary T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan.

A T T A C H M E N T  A 

FIR ST  A M E N D M E N T  TO  T H E  
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

V O L U N T A R Y  T A X -SH E L T E R E D  A N N U IT Y  PL A N

This is the First A m endm ent to the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica V oluntary T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan 
(the " P la n ” ).

U nder the provisions o f  Section 11.01. the Trustees have reserved unto them selves the right to am end the 
Plan, subject to the approval o f  the G eneral A ssem bly. A ccordingly , pursuant to the authority  con tained  in 
Section 11.01. the T rustees hereby am end the Plan in the follow ing particulars, to be effective January  1, 1983. 
to-wit:

I.
A m end the Pream ble to the Plan by deleting  from  the first paragraph thereo f a n d "  and substitu ting  

therefor, " a n d  by perm itting participating  em ployers on their ow n initiative and in their ow n d iscretion  to m ake 
contributions to the Plan on behalf o f som e o r all o f their em ployees.

2

A m end Section 1.01 by deleting  from  Subsection  1.01(a)(1) thereo f the phrase "u n d e r  a Salary R eduction 
A g reem en t"

3 .

A m end Section 1.02 by adding to the end thereof, " o r  created  by a contribution  m ade at the initiative o f a 
participating E m ployer w hich is received and accepted  by the T ru s te e s ."

4.
A m end Section 1.06 by deleting  such Section in its entirety  and substitu ting  therefor the follow ing:
1.06 The term  ' ’C o m p en sa tio n "  shall m ean the total antount o f  rem uneration  received  by a Participant from  

an E m ployer, but only to the extent that such rem uneration  is included in the P artic ipan t's  gross incom e for 
federal incom e tax purposes.

5 .

A m end Section I 09  by deleting  from  the first sentence thereo f the phrase "p u rsu an t to a Salary R eduction 
A greem en t"  and substitu ting  therefor, "m a d e  e ither at the initiative o f  the E m ployer o r pursuant to a Salary 
R eduction A greem ent ' '  In add ition , m odify the last sentence thereof by deleting  the phrase "u n d e r  the Salary 
R eduction A g reem en t" .

6 .

A m end Section 1.12 by inserting before the last sentence thereo f the follow ing additional sentence: T he term  
R ollover C ontribution  shall also  include a direct transfer o f  assets from  one C ode Section 403(b) annuity  to the 
T rustees o f this Plan.

7.
A m end Article II. Section 2.01. by deleting  the title "E ffective  D ate o f P articip ation"  and by substitu ting  

therefor the title " (a )  Participation  U nder Salary R eduction  A greem ent F urtherm ore. Section  2.01 shall 
be am ended by adding a new Subsection  (b) to the end the reo f to read as follows:

(b) P articipation  at the E m ployer's O ption . An E m ployer m ay, at its ow n op tion , m ake con tribu tions to 
the A ccount o f any Em ployee o r Em ployees. Subject to the lim itations on contribu tion  specified  in A rticle V. 
the E m ployer shall have com plete  d iscretion  to determ ine and to revise from  tim e to tim e the am ount that it w ill 
contribute pursuant to this S ubsection  (b) on behalf o f  each  o f  its Em ployees
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8 .

A m end Section 5.01 in the follow ing particulars:
(a) delete the phrase " a  Salary Reduction A greem en t"  from  Subsection 5.01(a) and substitute therefo r " a ll  

Q ualify ing  R etirem ent Plans in w hich the Participant partic ipates” ;
(b) delete the phrase " 1 6 .6 % "  from  Subsection 5 ,01(b)( 1)(A ) and substitute therefor " 2 0 % " .
(c) delete the phrase "S u b sec tio n  (1)(B ) above”  from  Subsection 5.01(b)(1)(C) and substitute therefor " th is  

S e c tio n " ; and
(d) delete the phrase “ 2 0 % " from  Subsection 5.01(c) and substitute therefor ” 2 5 % " .

9.
A m end A rticle V I. Section 6 .0 3 . by adding to the end thereof the following:
If  a Participant who has not separated from  service with the Em ployer desires to transfer his A ccount to

another nontransferable annuity  contract that will qualify  under C ode Section 40.3(b). the Trustees m ay, at the 
request o f  Participant, purchase such an annuity  contract with the funds held in the P artic ipan t's  A ccount and 
d istribute  such annuity  contract to the Participant

10.

All parts o f the Plan not inconsistent herew ith are hereby ratified and confirm ed.
IN W IT N E S S  W H E R E O F , the T ru stees  have cau sed  th is F irst A m endm en t to be ex ecu ted  th is

_______________ day o f _______________________________ 1983.
Trustees:

B o a r d  o f  T r u s te e s  o f  t h e  I n s u r a n c e ,
A n n u it y  a n d  r e l ie f  Fu n d s  of  t h e  Pr e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r c h  in  A m e r ic a

B y :----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y :__________________________________________________________________________

B y :----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y :----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y :__________________________________________________________________________

B y : ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B y : ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A T T A C H M E N T  B 

FIR ST  A M E N D M E N T  T O  T H E  T R U ST  A G R E E M E N T  FO R  T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

V O L U N T A R Y  T A X -SH E L T E R E D  A N N U IT Y  PLAN

T his is the First A m endm ent to the Trust A greem ent for the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica V oluntary Tax- 
Sheltered A nnuity Plan (the " T ru s t” ).

U nder the provisions o f Section 6.01 o f the T rust, the T rust agreem ent m ay be am ended at any tim e upon 
approval o f the G eneral A ssem bly. A ccordingly , pursuant to the authority  contained  in Section 6 .01 . the Trust 
agreem ent is m odified in the follow ing particulars to be effective January , 1983, to-wit:

I
A m end Section 1.01 o f the T rust by deleting from  the first sentence thereo f the phrase " th a t have executed  a 

Salary R eduction A greem ent, a n d "  and by adding to  the end o f the first sentence thereo f the phrase, " a n d  by 
perm itting participating  E m ployers on  their ow n initiative and in their ow n discretion  to m ake con tribu tions to 
the Plan on behalf o f som e o r all o f their Em ployees.

2.
A m end the first sentence o f Section 2.01 o f the T rust by deleting the phrase "S a la ry  R eduction ag reem en t"  

and substitu ting  therefo r the word " P la n ” .

6 .

All parts o f the Trust not inconsistent herew ith are hereby ra tified  and confirm ed.
IN W ITN E SS W H E R E O F, the Trustees have caused this First A m endm ent to be executed  th i s ___________

day o f ___________________ __________ 1983.
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Trustees:
Board o f  T rustees o f  the Insurance, 

A nnuity and re lie f Funds o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  o f A m erica
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B y : -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E X C E R P T S FR O M  T H E  M IN U T E S  
O F T H E  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  O F T H E  
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A

W H E R E A S, T he G eneral A ssem bly , upon recom m endation  o f  the Board o f  T rustees o f  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica Insurance, A nnuity and R elief Funds, has approved o f the adoption  by the T rustees o f  the 
First A m endm ent to the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica V oluntary T ax-S heltered  A nnuity Plan and the First 
A m endm ent o f  the T rust A greem ent for the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica V oluntary T ax-S heltered  A nnuity 
Plan;

W H E R E A S, Section  11.01 o f  such Plan and Section 6.01 o f such T rust reserves the right to m odify o r am end 
such Plan and T rust upon approval by the G eneral A ssem bly;

R E SO L V E D , that the Plan and T rust shall be am ended as p rovided in the First A m endm ent w hich is a ttached 
hereto  and incorporated by reference herein;

FU R TH E R  R E SO L V E D , that the T rustees are authorized to execute such First A m endm ents.

ST A T E D  C L E R K ’S C E R T IF IC A T IO N

The undersigned S tated C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica hereby
certifies that attached hereto is a true and correct Excerpt from  the M inutes o f  a M eeting o f  the G eneral
A ssem bly , duly called , convened and held on t h e __________ day o f _________________________1983, and that
such R esolutions therein contained are still in full force and effect.

IN W ITN E SS W H E R E O F, I have hereunto  affixed  my signature th i s _______________________________ day
o f _______________________ 1983.

Stated C lerk
A PP E N D IX  O NE  

SA L A R Y  R E D U C T IO N  A G R E E M E N T

Participant and Em ployer hereby m utually  and irrevocably agree that E m ployer shall reduce and w ithhold 
from  the pa rtic ipan t's  cash rem uneration earned after the Salary Reduction C om m encem ent D ate and p rio r to 
the Salary R eduction T erm ination  Date the Salary R eduction A m ount designated  below . T he E m ployer shall 
contribute the am ount so w ithheld to the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica V oluntary T ax-S heltered  Annuity 
Plan (the "P la n  ", the term s and conditions o f  w hich are hereby incorporated by reference).

This Salary R eduction A greem ent m ay term inated  at any tim e at the option  o f the Participant. T erm ination  o f 
this Salary R eduction A greem ent shall be accom plished  by the P artic ipan t's  signing and delivering  to the 
em ployer, the T erm ination  C lause o f  this Salary R eduction A greem ent. T he Salary R eduction T erm ination  
Date may not precede the date on w hich the Participant executes the T erm ination  C lause. A Participant may 
execute a Salary R eduction A greem ent only one tim e during any calendar year.

E xecution  C lause

1 Nam e o f P a rtic ip a n t:----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Nam e o f  E m p lo y e r :__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Salary R eduction C om m encem ent D a te _______________________________________________________________

(The Salary R eduction C om m encem ent Date m ay not precede the date on w hich the participant execu tes 

this Salary Reduction A greem ent.)
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4. The Salary Reduction A m ount i s _____________________________________________________________________
(T his am ount can be expressed  as a  dollar am ount for the calendar year that will be deducted  in equal 

am ounts from  each o f your paychecks, o r each o f your rem aining  paychecks if  the Salary  R eduction 
C om m encem ent Date occurs partw ay through the calendar year. As an alternative, the Salary  R eduction 
A m ount m ay be expressed as a percentage o f your pay.) Participant hereby enters into the Salary  R eduction 
agreem ent described above.

S ignature o f F^rticipant Date
Representative o f Em ployer

The Trustees o f  the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica V oluntary Tax-Sheltered A nnuity Plan hereby agree to 
accept Salary R eduction con tribu tions attributable to the Participant pursuant to the term s o f this Salary 
R eduction A greem ent and the Plan.

S ignature o f A uthorized  Date
Representative o f Trustee

Term ination C lause

Participant hereby term inates the above Salary Reduction agreem ent effective as o f the Salary  R eduction 
Term ination Date stated below.

Salary R eduction Term ination D a te :______________________________________________________________________
(M ay not precede the date o f signature)

S ignature o f Participant Date o f S ignature

W orksheet for D eterm ining Perm issab le  
A m ount o f  Deferral

You can determ ine the m axim um  percentage o f your taxable com pensation  that you can contribute to the 
PCA  Tax-Sheltered A nnuity Plan under a Salary R eduction A greem ent by com pleting  the w orksheet below.

W orksheet for C om pu ting M axim um  C ontrib ution

1. Total C om pensation  anticipated to be received from  Em ployer in the calendar 
year to w hich the Salary Reduction E lection applies. Include only 
com pensation  from  the Em ployer with w hich you are executing  a Salary 
R eduction A greem ent ...........................................................................................................

2. A m ount o f C om pensation  included in line I that w ill be excluded from 
incom e as a m in iste r’s housing a llo w a n c e ......................................................................

3. A m ount o f C om pensation  included in line I that w ill be excluded form 
incom e for any o ther reason except Salary Reduction C o n tr ib u tio n s ..................

4. Add lines 2 and 3 .....................................................................................................................

5. Taxable C om pensation , subtract line 4 from  line 1 ....................................................

6. A m ount expected to be contributed  by your Em ployer to the PCA  M oney 
Purchase Pension Plan during  the calendar year (do not include deductib le or 
nondeductib le voluntary em ployee contributions) ....................................................

7. A m ount expected to be contributed  by your Em ployer to the PCA Voluntary 
Tax-Sheltered A nnuity Plan during  this calendar year other than  am ounts 
contributed  under your Salary Reduction A g re e m e n t ...............................................

8. A m ount contributed  by your Em ployer in all prior periods o f em ploym ent to 
the PCA  M oney Purchase Pension Plan, PCA Voluntary Tax-Sheltered 
A nnuity Plan o r any o ther qualified  retirem ent plan o r tax sheltered annuity  
plan (fo r purposes o f lines 8 and 10 o f this w orksheet, the term  “ E m ployer" 
includes any o ther em ployer that shares com m on relig ious bonds and 
conv ictions with the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica) ..........................................

1

2

3
4_

5

6

7

8
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9. Sum  o f lines 6 , 7 and 8 .................................

10. Total years o f service w ith your Em ployer

1 1. Twenty percent (20% ) o f line 1 0 ...............

12. Line 1 1 m ultiplied by line 5 ......................

13. Subtract line 9 from  line 1 2 .........................

14. Line 1 1 plus one .............................................

15. Line 13 d iv ided  by line 1 4 ...........................

16. Twenty five percent (25% ) o f line 5 . . . .

17. Subtract line 7 from  line 1 6 ..........................

18. E ighty percent (80% ) o f line 17 ...............

19. L esser o f line 18 o r  $ 30 ,000  ......................

20. L esser o f line 15 o r line 19 .........................

U nder the "g en era l ru le” , contained  in the Internal Revenue C ode, you may con tribu te , fo r the calendar
year, the am ount d eterm ined in line 20. Several exceptions may apply under w hich a  larger con tribu tion  would 
be perm itted , but this larger contribution  w ould never exceed the am ount determ ined in line 15. If  the am ount 
determ ined in line 15 exceeds the am ount determ ined in line 19, and you desire to con tribu te  m ore  than  is 
allow ed under line 20 , you should contact the Plan Trustees for further guidance. N orm ally, the am ount is 
deducted  in equal paym ents from  the paychecks paid a fter your Salary R eduction A greem ent takes effect.

NOTE: If you ow n m ore than 50  percent interest in a business, and if  you are a partic ipan t in a qualified  
retirem ent plan m aintained  by that business, the contributions m ade on your beh alf to that plan m ust be 
subtracted from  the am ount determ ined on line 19.

ATTACH M ENT C  
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  

H EALTH  A N D  W E LFA R E B E N E F IT  T R U ST  

IN T R O D U C T IO N

TH IS A G R E EM EN T m ade as o f the day o f , 1983,
by and betw een the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica , a corporation  organized  and existing  u nder the laws o f the 
State o f D elaw are, and the B oard o f T rustees o f the Insurance, A nnuity and R elief Funds o f the P resbyterian 
C hurch  in A m erica (the "T rustees” ),

W IT N E SSE T H
W H E R E A S, Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica desires to provide health , life and o ther w elfare benefits for its 

Em ployees and their B eneficiaries and to the E m ployees and B eneficiaries o f C hurches and o ther organ izations 
that share com m on religious bonds and conv ictions w ith Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica; and

W H E R E A S, Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica desires to create a trust to receive con tribu tions, co llect 
earn ings, and pay, on e ither an insured , partially  insured , o r self-insured basis, w elfare benefits in accordance 
w ith such welfare benefit program s as may be from  tim e to tim e adopted by P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica; 
and

W H E R E A S, the trust is intended to m eet the requirem ents o f a tax-exem pt organization  under Section 
501(c)(9) o f the Internal Revenue C ode o f 1954, as am ended; and

W H E R E A S, in connection  therew ith , the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica  (the 
“ G eneral A ssem bly" (d o es  approve and adopt by resolution the Trust agreem ent (the "T ru st” ) fo r the P lans, as 
herein defined;

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , in consideration  o f the prem ises and o f the m utual covenants herein con tained , it is 
agreed  by and betw een the G eneral A ssem bly  and the Trustees as hereinafter provided.

A R TIC LE  I 
E ST A B L ISH M E N T  O F  T R U ST

1.01 P lans to W hich the Trust is A pplicab le . T he Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica has authorized the 
adoption o f various w elfare benefit p rogram s, hereinafter referred  to as “ P lan s ,”  for the purpose o f p roviding 
life, sick , m edical disability , hardship  relief, and o ther welfare benefits for the benefits o f certa in  Em ployees, 
form er Em ployees, and their B eneficiaries o f C hurches and o ther organizations (collectively  referred  to as 
"E m p lo y ers") that share com m on religious bonds and convictions w ith Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica.

The funds and o ther assets that will from  tim e to tim e be contributed  to the T rustees are to be adm in istered  as 
a Trust and that Trust is hereby created (the "T rust Fund” ). All assets held in Trust by the Trustees shall be held 
in Trust and contro lled  and m anaged exclusively by the T rustees, except as herein expressly provided. T he Trust
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Fund shall be adm inistered  as a voluntary em ployees' beneficiary  association and is intended to qualify  under 
Section  501(c)(9) o f the Internal Revenue Code o f  1954 as am ended (the "C o d e" ).

The Trustees will separately account for the funds in the Trust Fund that are a llocable to each Plan that is 
funded through this Trust, except as o therw ise d irected  by the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica. P lans funded 
through the Trust Fund may provide benefits on a fully insured basis, a partially  insured basis (including  use of 
stop-loss insurance), o r a fully self-insured basis.

A R TIC L E  II 
G E N ER A L  D U T IE S O F T H E  PARTIES

2.01 C ontrib ution s by Em ployers and O thers. Pursuant to the term s o f  such life, sick, m edical, and o ther 
w elfare benefit P lans authorized by the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , participating E m ployers shall m ake 
con tribu tions to the Trust Fund in cash or property acceptable to the Trustees. To the extent that such benefit 
Plans require con tribu tions by Participants, the Participants shall also m ake con tribu tions to the Trust Fund. 
Participant contributions may be m ade by Em ployers through salary deductions o r as E m ployer funded 
benefits. C on tributions may also  be m ade to the Trust on a purely voluntary basis. All con tribu tions shall be 
valued at fa ir m arket value at the tim e of contribution. The Trustees shall notify a con tribu to r in w riting o f the 
unacceptability  o f a contribution  w ithin a reasonable period o f tim e after receipt by the Trustees.

2 .0 2  D uties o f  T rustees. The Trustees shall hold all acceptable p roperty  received by them . Such property, 
together w ith the incom e therefrom , shall constitute the Trust Fund. T he Trustees shall m anage and adm in ister 
the Trust Fund pursuant to the term s of this Trust A greem ent w ithout distinction  betw een principal and incom e 
and w ithout liability  fo r the paym ent o f interest thereon. The Trustees shall not be responsib le for the collection  
o f any contributions to the Trust Fund.

2 .03  Investm ent A dvisors and Trustee R esponsibility.
(a) The Trustees may em ploy an investm ent adv isor or advisors who m ay be an indiv idual, firm  or 

corporation , registered under the Investm ent Advisors A ct o f 1940, hereafter referred  to as the "Investm ent 
A dv iso r" , to advise them  in respect to the investm ent o f the Trust Fund and the m aking o f sales and purchases of 
Trust Fund assets. T he Trustees may rely on any direction  o f the Investm ent Advisor if in w riting , signed by an 
authorized agent o r em ployee o f the Investm ent Advisor, in accordance w ith the inform ation from  tim e to tim e 
furnished it in w riting.

(b) N o Trustees shall be personally  liable for any loss o f any kind w hich may result by reason o f any action 
taken by him  in his capacity  as a Trustee and shall not be liable fo r any loss to o r d im unition  o f the Trust Fund, 
except such as shall be due to his own w illful m isconduct o r gross n egligence, know ing participation  in a breach 
of trust o r lack o f good faith.

(c) T he Trustees shall be under no duty to question  any d irection  o f the Investm ent Advisor, to review  any 
securities o r o ther p roperty  held in the Trust Fund, o r to m ake suggestions to the Investm ent A dvisor in respect 
o f investm ents. N otw ithstanding the im m ediately preceding sentence, the Trustees shall have the authority  to 
restrict any Investm ent Advisor from  investing Trust assets in specified investm ents or specified  c lasses of 
investm ents.

The Trustees shall not be liable for any loss o f any kind w hich may result by reason of any action taken by the 
Trustees in accordance w ith any d irection o f the Investm ent A dvisor or by reason o f the Trustees' failure to 
exercise any investm ent d irections of the Investm ent Advisor granted under this Trust A greem ent because o f the 
failure o f the investm ent Advisor to give adequate investm ent directions.

2 .0 4  G eneral A ssem bly. Any action o f the G eneral A ssem bly  pursuant to any o f the provisions o f this Trust 
shall be evidenced by a w ritten instrum ent executed on behalf o f the G eneral A ssem bly by an authorized o fficer 
thereof. The Trustees shall be entitled to rely conclusively  upon any and all notices, d irections, o rders , 
requests, certifications, and instructions received by them  from  the G eneral A ssem bly and shall act and be fully 
protected in acting in accordance therewith.

A R TIC LE III
PO W ER S A N D  SP EC IFIC  D U T IE S O F TH E  T R U ST E E S

3.01 Powers. T he Trustees shall have the power to invest and reinvest the Trust Fund w ithout distinction  
betw een the principal and incom e, in any property w ithout regard to any rule o f law or statue designating  
investm ents e ligible for retirem ent plan trust funds and w ithout respect to any custom  o r practice, e ithe r as to 
type o f investm ents o r d iversification o f investm ents. Such investm ents and reinvestm ents may include but are 
not lim ited to the following: any type o f security, including, but not necessarily  lim ited to. com m on stocks or 
p referred  stocks; open-end o r closed-end m utual funds; corporate bonds, deben tures, o r convertib le deb en 
tures; com m ercial paper; bankers' acceptances o r certificates o f deposit; U .S . Treasury bills, notes o r bonds; 
im proved or unim proved real estate located in the U nited States; participations in any com m on trust fund or 
com m ingled  fund for the investm ent of qualified retirem ent plan assets, and the Trustees are specifically
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authorized to com m ingle and com bine, for purposes o f collective investm ent, assets o f the Trust Fund w ith any 
o ther assets held by the Trustees in a fiduciary capacity ; provided that such o ther assets shall be for investm ent 
purposes only  and the Trustees shall m aintain adequate records w hich shall trace the incom e, gains and losses 
properly a ttributable to the assets o f the Trust Fund.

The Trustees shall have full power to do  all such acts, take all such p roceedings, and exercise  all such rights 
and priv ileges, w hether herein specifically  referred  to o r not, as could be done , taken  o r exercised  by the 
absolute ow ner thereof, including , but w ithout in any way lim iting or im pairing the generality  o f the foregoing , 
the follow ing powers o f authority:

(a) T o  retain the sam e for such period o f tim e as the T rustees in their sole d iscretion  shall deem  prudent;
(b) T o  sell the sam e, at e ither public o r private sale, at such tim e o r tim es and on such term s and 

cond itions as the T rustees shall deem  prudent;
(c) T o  consent to o r participate in any plan for the reorganization , conso lidation , o r m erger o f  any 

corporation , the security  o f  w hich is held in the T rust, and to pay any and all calls and assessm ents 
im posed upon the ow ners o f  such securities as a condition  o f their participating  therein , and in 
connection  therew ith. to consent to any con tract, lease, m ortgage, purchase o r sale o f p roperty , by 
o r betw een such corporation  and any o ther corporation  o r person;

(d) T o  exercise  o r d ispose o f any right the T rustees m ay have as the ho lder o f any security  to convert the 
sam e into ano ther o r o ther securities , o r to acquire any additional security  o r securities , to m ake any 
p aym ents, to exchange any security  o r to do  any o ther act w ith reference thereto  w hich the T rustees 
may deem  prudent;

(e) T o  deposit any security  w ith any pro tective o r reorganization  com m ittee , and to delegate  to such 
com m ittee such pow er and authority  w ith relation thereto as the T rustees may deem  pruden t, and to 
agree to pay and to pay out o f the T rust such portion o f the expenses and com pensation  o f  such 
com m ittee as the T rustees m ay deem  proper;

(f) T o  renew  o r extend the tim e o f  paym ent o f any obligation  due o r becom ing due;
Ig) To grant options to purchase any property:
(h) To com prom ise, arb itrate o r o therw ise adjust o r settle claim s in favor o f o r against the T rust, and to 

de liver o r accept in e ither total o r partial satisfaction o f  any indebtedness o r o ther ob ligation  any 
p roperly , and to con tinue to hold sam e for such period o f tim e as the T rustees m ay deem  
appropriate;

I il T o  exchange any property for o ther property  upon such term s and cond itions as the T rustees may
deem  proper, and to give and recieve m oney to effect equality  in price;

(j) T o  execute  and deliver any proxies o r pow ers o f  a ttorney to such person or persons as the Trustees
m ay deem  proper, granting  to such person such pow er and authority  with relation  to any property  
and securities at any tim e held for the T rust as the Trustees m ay deem  proper:

(k) To foreclose any obligation  by jud icia l proceeding o r otherw ise;
(I) T o  sue o r defend in connection  w ith any kind all securities o r property at any tim e received  o r  held

for the T rust, all costs and a tto rneys ' fees in connection  therew ith to be charged  against the Trust; 
(m l T o  m anage any real property in the sam e m anner as if the T rustees w ere the absolu te  ow ner threof;
(n) To borrow  m oney, w ith o r w ithout giving security;
(o) To cause any securities held for the Trust to be registered and to carry any such securities in the

nam e o f a nom inee o r nom inees; and 
(p) T o  hold such portion o f  the T rust as the T rustees m ay deem  necessary  for the ord inary  adm in istra 

tion o f the Trust and disbursem ent o f  funds as d irected  in Section 3 .02 .
(p) To hold such portion o f  the T rust as the Trustees m ay deem  necessary  for the ord inary  adm in istra 

tion o f  the T rust and disbursem ent o f funds as directed in Secton 3 .02 .

N otw ithstanding  the foregoing , the T rustees shall at all tim es deal w ith assets o f the T rust fund on an arm s- 
length basis and shall not cause the Plan or Trust to engage in a transaction , if they know  o r should know  that 
such transaction  constitu tes a direct o r indirect:

(a l Sale o r exchange , or leasing o f  any property betw een the Plan and a party in interest;
(bl Lending o f m oney o r o ther ex tension  o f  credit betw een the Plan and a party in interest; or
(c) Furnishing o f goods, serv ices, o r facilities betw een the Plan and a party in interest.

For purposes o f  the preceding sentence the term  "party in interest " shall mean:
(a l The Trustees:
(d l F.mployers participating  in the Plans and their Em ployees; or
(c) R elatives o f individuals and entities contro lled  by persons in (a) and:
(bl provided that relatives shall m ean ancestors and lineal descendants and spouses o f all the foregoing.

3 .0 2  Paym ent o f B enefits. The T rustees shall from to tim e to tim e in accordance with the 
provisions o f the Plans m ake d istributions from  the T rust to such persons, in such m anner, in such 
am ounts and for such purposes as provided in such Plans.
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3 .0 3  M anner o f  Paym ent. T he T rustees may m ake any paym ent required  to be m ade by it 
hereunder, by m ailing to the Plan Participant o r B eneficiary , a check o r delivering  the property  
d irected  to be distributed  by the Participant o r B eneficiary , at the last know n address as m ay have 
last been furnished the T rustees.
3 .0 4  R estriction  on E xercise o f Pow ers; Prudent M an R ule. T he Trustees and all o ther 
fiduciaries w ith respect to the Plans are required to d ischarge their duties: (i) solely in the interest o f 
Participants and B eneficiaries and for the exclusive purpose o f providing benefits to Participants 
and B eneficiaries and defraying reasonable expenses o f  adm inistration; (ii) w ith the care, sk ill, 
p rudence and d iligence, under the c ircum stances then p revailing , that a p rudent m an acting in a like 
capacity  and fam iliar with such m atters would use in the conduct o f  an enterprise  o f  like character 
and w ith like aim s; and (iii) in accordance with the Plan and this T rust A greem ent.
3 .05  T hird Parties. All persons dealing with the T rustees are released from  inquiring into the 
decision  o r authority  o f  the Trustees and from  seeing to the application  o f  any m onies, securities o r 
o ther property  paid o r delivered  to the T rustees.
3 .0 6  C onsent by M ajority . If at any tim e there be m ore than one T rustee  hereof, the signatu re , act. 
o r consent o f a m ajority  o f  them  shall be requisite  and sufficient to bind, and shall be considered  the 
action o f. the Trustees for all purposes hereunder

A R T IC L E  IV S E T T L E M E N T  O F A C C O U N TS
4.01 G eneral R ecords. The T rustees shall m aintain accurate records and detailed  accounts o f  all 
investm ents, receip ts, d isbursem ents, and o ther transactions hereunder. Such records shall be 
available at all reasonable tim es for inspection by any person designated  by the G eneral A ssem bly. 
In the absence o f fraud o r bad faith , the valuation o f the T rust by the Trustees shall be conclusive on 
all parties affected by this T rust.
4 .0 2  A nnual A ccounting. W ithin a reasonable period o f tim e follow ing D ecem ber 31 in each  year, 
and p rio r to June I o f the follow ing year, the T rustees shall prepare a w ritten accounting  setting forth 
a descrip tion  o f all property purchased and sold and all receip ts, d isbursem ents, and o ther 
transactions effected  by it during such period. Further, the T rustees shall list property  held in the 
T rust Fund at the end o f such period and such list shall include a valuation  o f  each  asset at its fair 
m arket value as determ ined at the c lose o f the Plan Y ar. The G eneral A ssem bly 's  approval o f any 
account filed by the T rustees, if no objection  o r exceptions have been filed w ithin sixty (60) days 
follow ing the c lose o f the G eneral A ssem bly in w hich an account is acted upon, shall forever release 
and d ischarge the T rustees from  liability o r accountability  w ith respect to such account.
4 .0 3  A gents. T he T rustees at any tim e m ay em ploy any person o r entity  as an agent to perform  any 
act. keep  any records o r accounts, or m ake com putations w hich are required  o f  them . Such 
em ploym ent shall not be deem ed to be contrary  to o r inconsistent with the provisions o f this Trust 
A greem ent.

A R T IC L E  V D U R A T IO N  A N D  T E R M IN A T IO N  O F T R U ST
5.01 D uration and T erm ination . It is the intention o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica  that this T rust and 
the various Plans that are funded through this T rust will be a perm anent plan o f  benefits adm in istered  fo r the 
exclusive benefit o f  Participants and their B eneficiaries. H ow ever, the G eneral A ssem bly m ay term inate or 
m odify in any m anner and at any tim e the Plans funded through the T rust and may term inate o r m odify the 
T rust, provided that w ritten notice m ust be given to the T rustees w ithin a reasonable period o f tim e p rio r to the 
date o f  term ination  or m odification o f any such Plan and prior to the term ination  o r m odification  o f  the Trust. 
U pon term ination , the T rust shall be applied by the T rustees to provide additional life, sick , accident o r o ther 
w elfare benefits and in no event shall any assets o f the T rust Fund revert to any E m ployer that has participated 
in the Plans. Each participating Em ployer and each Participant reserves the right to w ithdraw  from  partic ipa
tion in the Plans established hereunder in accordance w ith the provisions o f such Plans.
5 .02  Judicia l P roceed ings. N othing herein contained shall be construed as depriv ing  the T rustees o f  the right 
to have a jud icia l settlem ent o f their accounts. Upon any proceedings by the T rustees fo r a jud icia l settlem ent o f 
their accounts for instructions, the only necessary parties hereto  in addition to the T rustees shall be the 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica. N one o f the Participants and o ther B eneficiaries referred to in the Plan shall 
have any right to com pel an accounting , judicia l o r o therw ise , by the T rustees, and all o f them  shall be bound 
by all accountings by the T rustees.

A R T IC L E  VI A M E N D M E N T S
6.01 A m endm en ts. T his Trust A greem ent m ay be am ended at any tim e by a w ritten agreem ent executed  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly provided that w ritten notice must be given to the T rustees o f such am endm ent and that such 
am endm ent m ay not affect the rights, duties, o r responsibilities o f  the T rustees w ithout their consent. 
F urtherm ore, such am endm ent shall not operate to cause any part o f the T rust Fund, o ther than such part as is
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required to pay taxes and adm inistration  expenses, to be used for. o r d iverted to . purposes o ther than fo r the 
exclusive benefit o f the E m ployer 's  Participants and their B eneficiaries.

A R T IC L E  VII R E SIG N A T IO N  O R  R E M O V A L  O F  T R U STE E
7.01 M ethod. A Trustee  m ay resign o r may be rem oved by the G eneral A ssem bly. T he resignation  o r rem oval 
shall be effective fifteen (15) days after receipt o f w ritten notice o f  such resignation  o r rem oval. U pon such 
resignation  o r rem oval, o r in the event o f the death o f an inidividual T rustee , the G eneral A ssem bly  may 
appoint a Successor T rustee . Such S uccessor T rustee  shall thereupon succeed to all o f the pow ers and duties 
given to the T rustees by this T rust A greem ent.

A R T IC L E  VIII E X PE N SE S A N D  C O M P E N SA T IO N  O F T R U ST E E
8.01 M anner o f  Paym ent. The T rustees shall deduct from  and charge against the T rust Fund any taxes or 
adm inistra tive  expenses incurred by them  in connection  with the T rust Fund unless paid by the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica.
8 .0 2  T rustee C om pensation . T he com pensation  o f the Trustees shall be contro lled  by the established  
p ractices and procedures o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.

A R T IC L E  IX IM P O SSIB L IT Y  O F D IV E R SIO N
9.01 D iversion . N o part o f the corpus o r incom e o f the Trust Fund shall be used for. o r d iverted  to , purposes 
o ther than for the exclusive benefit o f  Participants o r  their Beficiaries p rior to the satisfaction  o f all liabilities 
w ith respect to Participants and their B eneficiaries under the Trust.

A R T IC L E  X G O V E R N IN G  LAW
10.01 G overn ing L aw . T his T rust shall be adm inistered  and its valid ity , construction  and all rights hereunder 
shall be governed by the law s o f  the State o f G eorgia . If any provision o f this A greem ent shall be held invalid  or 
uninforceable , the rem aining provisions hereo f shall continue to be fully effective.

A R T IC L E  XI SP E N D T H R IF T  P R O V ISIO N
11.01 Sp en dthrift P rovision . No Participant o r B eneficiary entitled to any benefits under this T rust A greem ent 
shall have any right to assign , p ledge, transfer, hypothecate , encum ber, com m ute o r  anticipate his interest in 
any benefits under this T rust. Such benefits shall not in any w ay be subject to any legal p rocess o r levy o f 
execution  o r attachm ent o r garn ishm ent proceedings in connection  with the paym ent o f any c la im  against any 
such person
IN W ITN E SS T H E R E O F, the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica and the T rustees have caused this agreem ent to
be ex ecu ted  by th e ir  du ly  au th o rized  o ff ice rs  and th e ir  sea ls  to  be hereu n to  a ffix ed , th is  day  o f

, 1983.
PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  A TTEST:
By:
Duly A uthorized R epresentative S tated C lerk
T R U ST E E S: BO A R D  O F TR U ST EE S O F T H E  IN SU R A N C E , A N N U ITY  
A N D  R E L IE F FU N D S O F  T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:

E X C E R P T S FR O M  T H E  M IN U T E S O F T H E  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  O F  T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  
C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A
W H E R E A S , the G eneral A ssem bly , upon the recom m endation  o f the B oard o f  T rustees o f  the Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica Insurance, A nnuity and R elief funds, has approved o f  the adoption  o f the Presbyterian 
C hurch  in A m erica H ealth and W elfare B enefit Trust;
R E SO L V E D , that the T rust is hereby adop ted  by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in 
A m erica.
F'URTHER R E SO L V E D , that the Duly A uthorized R epresentatives o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  and T rustees 
are authorized  to execute such Trust A greem ent.
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ST A TED  C L E R K 'S  C E R T IFIC A T IO N
The undersigned S taled  C lerk  o f the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica hereby certifies 
that attached hereto  is a true and correct Excerpt from  the M inutes o f a M eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly , duly 
called , convened and held on the day o f . 198.1, and that such R esolu tions herein contained  are still in full force 
and effect.
IN W IT N E SS W H E R E O F , I have hereunto  affixed my signature this day o f . 198.1.

Stated Clerk

A T T A C H M E N T  D 
A M E N D M E N T  T O  T H E  PE N SIO N  F U N D  PLA N  

O F T H E R E FO R M ED  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H ,
E V A N G E L IC A L  SY N O D

T his is an A m endm ent to the Pension Fund Plan o f the R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch . E vangelical Synod 
(the "Plan” ).

A rticle V I. Section 10. and A rticle XII o f the Plan reserve the right to the Synod or to its successor to am end 
the Plan from  tim e to tim e A ccordingly , pursuant to the authority  contained  in the Plan, the G eneral A ssem bly 
hereby am ends the Plan in the follow ing particu lars, to be e ffective on the date o f execution  o f  the A m endm ent, 
to wit:

I.
A m end the Plan by adding thereto  a new Article XIV to provide as follows:

A R T IC L E  XIV  
T ransfer o f  A ccounts to the 

Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica  
V oluntary T ax-Sheltered  A nnuity Plan

The C om m ittee m ay direct the T rustee to transfer the A ccounts o f those Participants specified by the 
C om m ittee to the T rustees o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica V oluntary T ax-S heltered  A nnuity  Plan 
(" T S A  P lan ” ). P a rticipan ts ' A ccounts so transferred shall becom e new fully vested A ccounts in th eT S A  Plan. 
The C om m ittee m ay direct the T rustee to m ake a special V aluation p rior to such transfer to the T SA  p lan , so 
that the transferred  A ccounts w ill receive a proper share o f the earnings o r losses o f the T rust Fund up to the date 
o f transfer. The transfer may be m ade in cash  o r in k ind , and the value o f assets transferred  in k ind shall be the 
fair m arket value o f  such assets on the date o f  transfer as m utually  agreed upon by the T rustee  and the T rustees 
o f the TSA  Plan.

T he benefits o f Participants w hose interest in this Plan are not transferred  to the TSA  Plan shall be 
determ ined under the provisions o f the Plan and shall not be affected  by the transfer o f  A ccounts to the TSA 
Plan.

2

All provisions o f the Plan not inconsistent herew ith are hereby ratified and confirm ed.
IN W ITN E SS W H E R E O F, the C om m ittee has caused this A m endm ent to be execu ted  th is ___________ day

o f ________________________________ 1981.
A dm inistrative C om m ittee o f the Pension Funds o f the 
R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch . E vangelical Synod
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APPENDIX G

REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERCHURCH RELATIONS 
TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

The Subcom m ittee on Interchurch R elations has met three tim es since the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly. T he First 
m eeting was a te lephone conference call on A ugust 13. 1982. At that tim e D onald B oerem a was elected  
chairm an and Bob Valentine secretary.
T he second m eeting was in P ittsburgh. Pennsylvania O ctober 22, 1982. in connection  w ith  the N APARC 
m eeting. A third m eeting was held in G reenv ille , SC on January 25. 1983.
A ctions taken by the C om m ittee include:

I A ppointing  Fraternal D elegates to the 1982 m eetings o f  the churches as follows:
T o  the G eneral Synod o f the C hrista in  R eform ed C hurch— RE Henry Bass and RE John Locks. 
T o  the G eneral A ssem bly o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch— RE K enneth R usk and RE T om  
Patete.
T o  the G eneral Synod o f the R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch o f N orth A m erica— T E  Sam uel W ard. 
T o  the Synod o f  the A ssociate R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch— RE O lin C olem an.
T o  the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Korean A m erican Presbyterian C hurch— T E  W ayne Jam ison

2. T he appoin tm ent o f K enneth R yskam p, L aw rence D eBert. R ichard A delm an and Bob V alentine 
with M orton Sm ith as alternate to the N A PA R C  m eeting in Pittsburg.

3. In response to the request o f the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly to investigate recent developm ents in the 
C hristian  R eform ed C hurch , the C om m ittee  drew  up a study paper with a response w hich is 
attached to this report.

4. In the m atter o f continuing relations w ith the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch , the C om m ittee  met 
w ith the E cum enical R elations C om m ittee o f the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch in an inform al 
m anner w hile in P ittsburg. An appeal to the church as to the general feeling about further overtures 
tow ards " jo in in g  and receiv ing”  o f the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch w as m ade through the 
M essenger. R esponses w ere studied and the C om m ittee met w ith a num ber o f  people  w hose 
negative attitude tow ards such was know n. A fter m uch discussion  the C om m ittee  voted u nan 
im ously to reissue the invitation o f the N inth G eneral A ssem bly to jo in  with us to the O rthodox 
Presbyterian C hurch. See attached resolution.

5. W e recom m end to the G eneral A ssem bly the acceptance o f the N A PA R C  invitation for join t 
assem blies in 1986.

PE R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E  ON IN T E R C H IIR C H  R E L A T IO N S  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  

Study Paper Re: C hristian  R eform ed C hurch
From  the Journal o f  the 10th G eneral A ssem bly  o f the PC A . 10-24, III. 17:
"T h a t the T enth G eneral A ssem bly  instruct its Subcom m ittee on Interchurch R elations to investigate recent 
developm ents in the C hristian R eform ed C hurch  w ith respect to the w idely reported  con troversies involving 
questions o f  the authority  o f Scripture w ithin the C R C . and report to the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  as to  w hat 
e ffec t, if  any . these developm ents should have on future relations w ith the C R C . "
I. R E C E N T  ISSU E SA M P L IN G S P O SSIB L Y  P R O V O K IN G  A B O V E  IN ST R U C T IO N :

1. 1963-68: H arold D ekker 's  ob jections to doctrine o f Lim ited A tonem ent. Synod reaffirm ed the 
C anons.

2. 1977-79: Alan V erhey case— Basic d isagreem ent on the C alvary  earthquake and grave-open ing—  
literal o r sym bolical. A lso G enesis account. D ebate, but no action by Synod.

3. 1978-80 W om en in Ecclesiastical O ffice. 1978 Synod approved o f w om en deacons. 1979 and 1980 
Synods referred to study com m ittee  and postponed any further action.

4. 1980: M archienne R ienstra case— W om an C alvin graduate applied for o rd ination  as Teaching  
E lder but was refused by Synod. She was later ordained in the U PC U SA .

5. 1981: C layton  L ibolt case— Sem inary  graduate denied ord ination  by Synod because o f  view s o f
historicity  o f G ensis 1-3. (See R esponse to C ritics  by C layton G . L ibolt in A ugust 23 . 1982
B A N N ER  in w hich he defends his unchanged v iew s.)

6. 1980: H arry Boer gravam en objecting  to C anons o f  Dort treatm ent o f L im ited A tonem ent. Synod 
debated  and rejected  the B oer view s.
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7. C alvin Sem inary— John K rom m inga, President o f the S em inary , is re tiring  this year. H is term  has 
been one o f  change , and som e controversy . Synod questioned his o rthodoxy in 1959, there  w as a 
rebellious a ttitude am ong students in 1970, there w as som e resignations on the faculty  in the 1970s, 
and g row ing dissatisfaction  w ith the Sem inary led to the form ation o f  the independent M id- 
A m erica R eform ed Sem inary this year spearheaded by the m ost conservative w ing o f the C R C —  
m em bers o f  the R eform ed Fellow ship , Inc. and publishers o f  the O U T L O O K . A m ove at the 1982 
Synod to  " in v e s tig a te "  the new  sem inary was easily  defeated . P rior to S ynod, and a im ed at
reducing  criticism  o f the faculty , each m em ber o f  the faculty  reaffirm ed original statem ents in the
Form  o f  S ubscrip tion  pertaining to the authority  o f Scripture. Even so, the 1982 Synod dealt w ith 5 
overtures dem anding guarantee o f sem inary p ro fesso rs ' loyalty  to the confessions o f  the church . 
Synod then tightened the Form  by declaration  that the confession  specifically  included affirm ation  
o f  the historical factuality  o f G enesis 1-3, and departure  m ust be dealt w ith in term s o f  the 
requirem ents o f the Form .

II. T H E  C H R IST IA N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H  A N D  E C U M E N IC IT Y
1. R esigned from  the Federal C ouncil o f  C hurches in 1924.
2. R esigned from  the N ational A ssociation o f  E vangelicals in 1951.
3. C onsidered  and turned dow n m em bership  in the W orld C ouncil o f  C hurches in 1967.
4. M em bers o f the R eform ed E cum enical Synod. (C louds on the horizon because som e churches 

are also in W C C .)
5. O ne o f  founding m em bers o f N A PA R C.
6. Fraternal relations m aintained w ith m any o ther R eform ed bodies indiv idually  th roughout the

w orld. (N ot in South A frica because o f  apartheid .)

III. O F F IC IA L  D O C T R IN A L  ST A N D A R D S
Scrip tu re . C anons o f D ort. Belgic C onfession , H eidelberg C atechism .

IV . R E SP O N S E  T O  T H E  E LE V E N T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B LY
1. D ifferences o f opin ion and controversies ex ist in all com m unions w hich , by the grace o f  G od , are 

charged w ith m aintaining the purity and peace o f  the church insofar as is possib le. T he PCA  is 
scarcely exem pt.

2. A thorough " In v e s tig a tio n "  o f questions o f  the authority  o f  Scripture w ithin the C hristian  
R eform ed C hurch w ould o f necessity  involve the study o f all official m inutes o f  the C R C  in recent 
years as recorded in the m inutes o f each o f the 39 classes and the A cts o f  the Synods— an alm ost 
im possible assignm ent.
T herefore, the Subcom m ittee has attem pted to only survey som e o f  the contested  questions as 
d iscussed  in the attached study. It m ust be assum ed that the official stance o f a denom ination  is 
determ ined by the standards o f  the church , unless obv ious evidence exists o f  flagrant d isregard  for 
these standards. W hile occasional actions o f indiv iduals, and even o f som e institu tions, w ith in  the 
C RC  have been reasonable causes for concern , the sum  o f the actions o f  the C RC  as a denom ination  
does not dem onstrate such flagrant disregards for its standards.
Based upon the C R C 's  actions in the incidents surveyed in the study, the Subcom m ittee believes 
that none o f the C R C  "d e v e lo p m en ts"  should have any effect in the present o r foreseeable  future 
relations o f  the PCA  w ith the C RC  other than to provoke to p rayer those o f the R eform ed faith  for 
C hristian brethren  in all com m unions that the B ride o f C hrist m ight be p reserved from  error.

R E SO L U T IO N
W hereas, G od has apparently  blessed the reception o f  the R PCES into the PCA through the p rocess o f 
jo in ing  and receiv ing , and.
W hereas, T he O PC  greatly  contributed  in the form ation  o f  the PCA and we are now  engaged in jo in t 
w orks w ith it. and.
W hereas, both the O PC  and PCA have the sam e C onfession  o f Faith and system  o f goverm ent, and 
W hereas, the First G eneral A ssem bly o f the PCA  affirm ed " w e  invite into ecclesiastical fe llow sh ip  all 
w ho m aintain ou r princip les o f  faith and o rd e r" ,  and.
W hereas, the B iblical m andate requires that we seek unity in the church o f  Jesus C hrist,
T h erefore, be it resolved that the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  renew  the invitation o f  " jo in in g  and 
receiv ing”  to the O PC  in the sam e form  and substance as it was adopted  by the N inth G eneral A ssem bly , 
to the end that one church  m ight be unified and perfected  am ong us (M 9GA  9 -43 , 111 K & L).
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S U P P L E M E N T A L  R E P O R T  O F T H E  SU B -C O M M IT T E E  ON  
IN T E R C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S T O  T H E  E L E V E N T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  

T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

A JO IN T  ST A T E M E N T

The statem ent below  w as adopted  jo in tly  and severally  at the M arch 3-6 , 1981, jo in t m eeting  in A tlan ta , G A ., 
and has been m odified by the PCA Subcom m ittee on In terchurch  R elations to fit p resen t circum stances.

W e have sought to fulfill the m andates given us by our representative m ajor assem blies in order to m ake 
recom m endation  concern ing  the reception  and jo in ing  o f the O PC  in and w ith the PCA.
W ith jo y  and thankfulness to the Lord o f the C hurch we recognize that o u r churches have a com m on and 
sincere com m itm ent to the inerrant W ord o f G od and to the W estm inster S tandards as faithfully  
expressing  the system  o f  truth taught in H oly Scripture. Further, we recognize that ou r churches are 
Presbyterian  in their o rder and practice. But above a ll, we find c lear ev idence that each  o f o u r churches 
desires to be faithful to ou r prim ary standard , the B ible, and to ou r secondary  standards as true to the 
B ib le . W e acknow ledge ou r w eaknesses and failures but we are one in ou r com m itm ent to obey the Lord 
Jesus C hrist in his rule over us through his W ord and Spirit.
W e recogn ize, how ever, that due in part to differences o f  historical developm ent, there are differences 
am ong us as to how  our com m on Presbyterian conv ictions are applied in practice. W e have g iven  carefu l 
atten tion  to those that have been referred to us, and we have provided a com parison  o f sim ilarities and 
d ifferences that we have d iscussed . N o doubt there are variations o f  practice that have little o r no 
theological s ignificance but w ould require m utual forbearance and understanding  during  a period  o f  
adjustm ent in the augm ented  church . It is also true that there are differences o f em phasis  am ong our 
churches that are to be found w ithin each  o f  them  as w ell as betw een them ; som e o f  these  have their roots 
d eep  in the history o f  P resbyterianism .
It is apparent to us that, ju s t as w ithin our churches there has been  a deep  and con tinu ing  desire  to  be 
constantly  reform ing ourselves in conform ity  to the W ord o f  G od , so too  in the augm ented  Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica this com m itm ent w ould be not only  continued but heightened by the reception  o f  the 
O PC . T he O P C , w hose m inistry  w ould be jo in ed  w ith that o f  the PC A , w ould be called  upon to follow  the 
faith and order o f  the church that they enter; the PC A , on  the o ther hand, w ould  further strengthen its life 
and w itness by w elcom ing the insights and experience represented  by the O PC  and seeking  to profit from  
differences in striv ing  for a m ore perfect biblical faith and practice. In receiv ing  this denom ination  the 
PCA recognizes the history o f  the denom ination  as part o f her total history and receives its historical 
docum ents as valuable and significant m aterials w hich will be used in the perfecting  o f  the church. 
W e, therefore , as com m ittees o f ou r churches, recognize that unity o f faith and practice w hich our 
churches have through the grace o f G od. T his unity m ust draw  us together as the body o f  C hrist and 
enable us to rem ove the barriers that w ould prevent us from  full com m union o f  life and love in an 
undiv ided church . W e also  recognize o u r need for the grace o f the Spirit and the love o f  C hrist as we seek 
to reconcile differences and rem ove practical barriers. W e, therefo re , do  severally  and jo in tly :

1. C om m end to ou r respective churches that we becom e one in organization  in accordance with 
the invitation o f  the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica;

2. U rge upon ou r respective churches the necessity  o f resolv ing  in the thus-augm ented  church 
the d ifferences am ong us, and o thers that may arise, in kindness and forthrightness begotten 
o f love, w ith the determ ination  that by the grace o f the Spirit o f  G od through the teaching  o f 
H is W ord we shall “ all com e in the unity  o f  the faith and o f the know ledge o f  the Son o f  G od 
unto  . . .  the m easure o f  the stature o f  the fulness o f  C h r is t ."  (E ph. 4:13).
And further w e, as com m ittees o f  ou r respective churches, do  severally  and jo in tly  agree that 
the above com m ittee o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  shall recom m end to its assem blies 
in 1984 that the necessary constitu tional actions be taken to begin the process required  to jo in  
the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica in accordance w ith its invitation; that the above-nam ed 
com m ittee  o f  the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica shall recom m end to its A ssem bly  in 1983 
that the necessary  constitu tional actions be taken to begin the p rocess o f inviting  and receiv ing  
the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch  under its ju risd ic tion ; that if  the tw o C hurches approve the 
jo in ing  and receiv ing  the p rocedures stated elsew here  be fo llow ed fo r the assim ilation  o f  the 
several agencies o f the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  into the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica; that out o f respect for the O P C 's  integrity  the approval o f its acceptance o f  the 
invitation shall be understood to honor such com m itm ents as the church  may have and to 
con tinue the m inistries presently  conducted  by the O PC  subject to  the review  o f the p erm anent
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com m ittees and approval o f subsequent general assem blies; and that the assim ilation  o f  
agencies shall endeavor to provide for the ju s t treatm ent o f those w ho m ay not be ab le , for 
reasons o f consc ience, to participate in the acceptance o f the invitation.
In regard to  the reception o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch , we recom m end:

1. That these recom m endations shall be acted  upon w ithout am endm ent o r deletion  by 
presbyteries.

2. That the G eneral A ssem bly take the first form al vote under paragraph
14-6 o f  the Book o f  C hurch O rder, “ to receive under its ju risd ic tion , w ith the consen t o f 
three-fourths o f the presbyteries, o ther bodies w hose organization  is conform ed to the 
doctrine  and order o f  this C h u rch .' '  (The adoption o f  this recom m endation  confirm s the 
in terpretation that the w ords “ ecclesiastical b o d ie s"  include an entire denom ination .) 
T hus all ordained officers in the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch will be received in to  the 
Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica w ithout exam ination;

3. That the A ssem bly approve and send to the presbyteries for their approval a plan fo r the 
reception o f the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch as follows:
a. Upon the approval o f three-fourths o f the presbyteries o f the Presbyterian  C hurch 

in A m erica and the com pletion o f the constitu tional process in the O rthodox 
Presbyterian C hurch the presbyteries o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  shall 
becom e a part o f the presbyteries o f the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica.

b. Presbytery boundaries shall be draw n as follows: Jo in t PCA  and O PC  C om m ittees 
shall m eet as soon as practicible to w ork out the boundaries p lan . T he basis fo r this 
plan shall be the present PCA  boundaries (MIOGA  pages 324-326) and present 
O PC  boundaries.

c. P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica presbyteries w hose boundaries are affected  by 
these changes shall take separate action regarding their consent (B CO  14-6). 
P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica presbyteries w hich do not consent to the p ro 
posed  b oundaries  shall n eg o tia te  th e ir  b o u n d a rie s  o r d iff ic u ltie s  w ith  the 
assistance o f an ecclesiastical com m ission  (BCO 15), consisting  o f representatives 
from  each o f  the jo in ing  bodies, appointed for this purpose by the G eneral 
A ssem bly , w hich com m ission  shall report to the next G eneral A ssem bly  o f the 
P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica follow ing the reception  o f  the O rthodox Pres
byterian Church:

d . C hurches and m issions from  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch , w hich have 
d ifficu lties ad justing to the new  boundaries shall m ake th e irco n cem s know n to the 
presbytery o f ju risd ic tion , w hich shall follow  ordinary  procedures for resolu tion  
o f their problem s;

4 That com m ittees and agencies o f the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch  shall be received by 
the appropriate com m ittees and agencies o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica as 
follows:
a. The follow ing O rthodox P resbyterian C hurch agencies. C om m ittee  on  Foreign 

M issions, C om m ittee on H om e M issions and C hurch  E xtension , C om m ittee  on 
Education , C om m ittee on S tew ardship , shall have the privilege o f designating  not 
m ore than four persons each  as m em bers for an advisory sub-com m ittee  to each  o f 
the corresponding perm anent com m ittees o r subcom m ittees o f  the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica (M ission to the W orld , M ission to N orth A m erica , C hristian 
E ducation). These sub-com m ittee m em bers shall serve for a period o f  tw o years 
from  the date o f reception o f  the church. A t the exp ira tion  o f  the tw o-year period 
the sub-com m ittee shall be d iscontinued. T he O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch 
C om m ittee  on D iaconal M inistries w ith its personnel and assets, shall becom e an 
advisory sub-com m ittee o f the M ission to N orth A m erica C om m ittee . T he M in is
terial C om m ittee on Pensions and H ospitalization  shall have the privilege o f 
designating  not m ore than tw o persons each  as an advisory  sub-com m ittee  to the 
PCA Board o f T rustees for the Insurance, A nnuity and Relief. T his advisory  sub 
com m ittee shall serve for a period o f tw o years, a fter w hich it shall be d isco n 
tinued.
C orporate  C harters: T he ex isting  corporation  charters shall be m aintained. The 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica shall de term ine, w ith the advice o f  legal counsel, 
w hich o f these corporations shall be active and w hich shall be dorm ant For those 
corporations w hich shall be active, the B oard o f D irectors/T rustees shall be
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be elected  as provided in the certificate  o f  corporation  and bylaw s o f  the co rpo ra
tion. For those corporations w hich shall be dorm ant, the Board o f  D irectors/ 
T rustees shall be the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica.
The S tated C lerk  o f  the O rthodox Presbyterin  C hurch shall serve as an associate 
c lerk  for a period o f tw o years. T he com pensation  shall be determ ined by the 
C om m ittee  on  A dm inistration  on the basis o f  the w ork load required.

b. The staff persons serv ing the O rthodox P resbyterian C hurch  in the follow ing 
positions shall be retained by the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica perm anent 
com m ittees o r sub-com m ittees fo r at least one year follow ing recep tion , to wit: 
C om m ittee  on  Foreign M issions-G eneral Secretary , C ontro ller; C om m ittee  on 
Flome M issions-G eneral Secretary ; C om m ittee  on C hristian  Education  G eneral 
S ecretary ; C om m ittee  on S tew ardship-G eneral Secretary . The salaries and b ene
fits o f these persons shall continue at their present level, but no h igher than the 
m axim um  salary set by the G eneral A ssem bly for their coun terparts . These 
persons will be received  w ithout exam ination  by the T heological Exam ining 
C om m ittee.

c . O ut o f  respect fo r the integrity  o f  the O rthodox Presbyterian  C h u rch , the approval 
o f  its acceptance o f  the invitation shall be understood to h onor such com m ittm ents 
as it m ay have. T he m inistries presently  conducted  by the agencies o f  the 
O rthodox P resbyterian C hurch  shall be con tinued , subject to the review  o f the 
perm anent com m ittees and the approval o f  subsequent G eneral A ssem blies.

5. That any jud icia l case pending at the tim e o f the reception  o f the church in a court o f  original
ju risd ic tion  shall be continued in the corresponding court o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
w hich has ju risd ic tion  o f  the accu sed . Any appeal or com plain t pending at the tim e o f the reception  
shall be returned by the appellate  court o f  the PCA  to the low er court o f  ju risd ic tion  o f  the appellee/ 
respondent. In all cases the PCA court shall treat the case as a new  case tim ely instituted as o f  the 
date o f recep tion , and shall begin the process anew  (de novo). The accuser/appellan t/ com plainant 
shall have the right to prosecute the case w hether o r not the trial court has p resent ju risd ic tion  o f the 
accuser/appellan t/com plainant.

L. E nabling procedures to be followed:
1. That the P resbyteries o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica be requested to vote on the reception  o f 

each  o f the denom inations during  the Fall o f 1983, and subm it a report on the vote to the Stated 
C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly as early  as possible.

2. T hat the S tated  C lerk be authorized to notify the Stated C lerk  o f the O P C  as soon as the outcom e o f  
the voting is c lear. T he O PC  C lerk  in turn shall notify the p resbyteries o f  his denom ination  the 
results o f the voting.

3. That w hen and if it appears that the p resbyteries o f  the O PC  are voting favorably  for the jo in ing  and 
reception , the p resbyteries affected , and the agency representatives shall be authorized  to meet 
together p rior to the next A ssem bly m eetings to p repare for the transition  that would be req u ired , in 
the event that the O rthodox Presbyterian  C hurch vote final approval o f the jo in ing  and receiving.

E X T R A C T  FR O M  T H E  M 9G A

C lerk ’s N ote: T he fo llow ing m aterial has been extracted  directly  from  the M 9GA . Som e is no longer relevant, 
and has been dele ted  by the S tated C lerk . Since the Jo in ing  and R eceiving o f the R PC ES there have been 
presbytery boundary changes that are not reflected in this m aterial. If the tw o assem blies approve proceeding 
tow ard Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing o f the O PC , negotiations w ill be necessary  regarding  p resbytery  boundaries. The 
m ap appended at the end o f  this report reflecting the boundaries o f enlarged  PCA will have to be the basis o f  
such negotiations.

A D D E N D U M  I

SU PP L E M E N T  ON B O U N D A R IE S (referred  to in 3 .B  above):
The attached m aps, identified as attachm ents A , B, and C , shall define the boundaries o f  the p resbyteries, 

with A apply ing  in the case that both the O rthodox P resbyterian C hurch and the R eform ed Presbyterian 
C hurch , E vangelical Synod jo in  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , w ith B apply ing  if  the O PC  jo in s  the PCA 
(w ithout the R PC ES), and w ith C  applying  if the R PC ES jo ins the PCA  (w ithout the O PC ). A pproval o f  the 
recom m endation  and attached m ap includes acceptance o f  the fo llow ing explanation:
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A. C riteria
In approaching  the sensitive questions o f how  presbytery boundaries should  be draw n in the event 
o f “ jo in ing  and rece iv in g "  by the PC A -R PC E S , the PC A -O PC . o r the PC A . R PCES and O P C . the 
follow ing criteria w ere used to test the m ultitude o f possibilities:
1. W ill it be possible for the p resbytery w ithin the boundaries d raw n to exercise  pastoral care  and 

oversight over all its m inisters and churches?
2. W ill the presbytery be able to equip  and organize churches and m em bers fo r the com m on 

m ission tasks w ithin its boundaries; can it accept responsib ility  to evangelize  and develop 
churches in all that territory reserved to it by the G eneral A ssem bly  ?

3. W ill it be able to develop  and em ploy its financial resources so that the program  o f the church  
w ithin its bounds, and the program s developed by the G eneral A ssem bly receive proper 
support?

4. C onsidering  the natural w eaknesses o f the denom ination 's  infancy, will the p resbytery  have 
at least 1.000 com m unicant m em bers in no less than ten churches so that it is not subject to 
dom ination , o r threatened by internal difficu lties?

5. W ill the increasing cost o f travel as well as the inherrent value o f  tim e m ake attendance at 
regu lar and special m eetings o f the presbytery and o f its com m ittees difficu lt?

6. W ill the fellow ship  and w orking relationships o f past associations be p reserved w herever 
possible?

7. W ill m ajor m etropolitan  areas be kept intact so that they can be addressed  as a w hole , even if 
state and natural boundaries are crossed  ? (for ease o f  identification , county  lines w ere alw ays 
fo llow ed.)

T he ideal w as seldom  achieved; m any " tra d e -o ff s "  w ere required. H ow ever, the boundaries presented 
serve as the basis for a possible new  beginning , w ith each presbytery able to adjust itse lf into m ore com fortable 
and w orkable boundaries should G od bring the denom inations together. The stirring o f this sensitive area, 
involving m any interpersonal re la tionsh ips, m ay be the cultivation  w hich p recedes a new  planting and a 
bountiful harvest.

B. C hurches T hat A re “ O ut o f  B ound s’’
The Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica has not, in its b rief eight years, div ided  the w hole o f the U nited 
States into presbyteries. T he reason is not because o f som e w ell thought out program  o f  d evelop 
m ent. R ather, it is due to the fact that no church enrolled  in the First G eneral A ssem bly  w as located 
in territory outside the historic boundaries o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in the U nited States. S ince 
1913, as churches and m issions have been added in the N orth and W est, experience has taught som e 
o f the lessons im plied by the criteria listed above. T herefo re, the PCA  is now  operating  under the 
assum ption  that boundaries do not need to encom pass every  particular church o r m ission. Y et, 
every church and m ission belongs to a presbytery , receives its care and participates in all the life o f 
that presbytery . T he only d ifference betw een the church w ithin boundaries and the one ou tside  is 
that the geographical context o f  the one outside is reserved to the entire  G eneral A ssem bly , and the 
people o f  the area are the subjects o f  m issionary concern  in all courts o f the church.

A principle is im plied. The PCA Book o f C hurch O rder (14-1-2) recognizes the right o f the 
session , the presbytery and the G eneral A ssem bly  to evangelize  and plant churches alm ost 
anyw here in the w orld. That right is c ircum scribed only by the boundaries o f  another PCA 
presbytery. T hus, a church in M ississippi planted a church  in M assachusetts, and a lm ost all the 
churches and presbyteries support the A ssem bly 's  program  o f evangelism  and church d evelopm ent 
w hich is carried  on freely and w ithout restraints in those areas w here no presbytery  ex ists. But 
w ithin a p resby tery 's  territory those assem bly  m ission program s are conducted  only  w ith the 
concurrence o f that presbytery.

C . C om m ents on the M ap W hich Includes C hurches o f  the T hree D enom inations
Each church left outside the bounds o f  any presbytery is identified by an arrow  poin ting  to the 
presbytery to w hich it will initially belong.

A few existing  PCA presbyteries are asked to  reconsider their boundaries as follows:
1. M id-A tlantic Presbytery would give its four m ost northerly  counties in V irg in ia, the W ash 

ington. D .C . m etropolitan area, and all o f its territory w ithin M aryland and W est V irg in ia  to a 
new D elm arva Presbytery.

2. Philadelphia Presbytery w ould give its territory in New Jersey  to a new  Presbytery  o f  New 
Jersey  and w ould at the sam e tim e extend its boundary in the w est to create  a com m on 
boundary w ith A scension. (N ew  York C ity m etropolitan  area and Long Island will rem ain 
outside bounds in the hope that the w hole assem bly  w ill jo in  in develop ing  the church in that 
m e tro p o lis .)

3. A scension Presbytery will extend its northw est boundary  to include the C leveland m etro 
politan area and at the sam e tim e add tw o O hio counties in the South.



APPENDICES 209

4 . T ennessee V alley Presbytery will expand a short w ay into O hio  to include H am ilton  and 
C lerm ont C ounties in O hio  (the C incinnati m etropolitan  area). U pon m utual agreem ent with 
N orth G eorg ia , five counties o f  G eorgia in the C hattanooga m etropolitan  area w ould be added 
to T ennessee  V alley. T ennessee V alley w ould give up seven counties in northw est K entucky, 
the area around O w ensboro , K entucky and E vansville , Indiana.

5. W hile a three-w ay div ision  o f  the state o f T exas w as suggested by som e T exas p resby ters, by 
testing the concept against the c riteria  it seem ed that south T exas w ould not yet have sufficient 
strength to stand alone. At the sam e tim e it is hoped that T exas P resbytery  w ill concu r w ith 
breaking o ff w est Texas according to m arket d istric ts draw n by the T exas P lanning C om m is
sion.

6. T he Provisional Presbytery  o f  S iouxlands in eastern  South D akota w ould  be en larged  to 
include all the D akotas.

7. Southw est P resbytery , now  the P C A 's  w eakest, still w ould not have suffic ient strength 
w ithout the addition o f the state o f C olorado. T his " tra d e -o ff"  en larges the territory  
considerab ly  in order to add sufficient com m unicant m em bership . B ecause churches in 
southern  New M exico  are in the El Paso m arket area, the T exas county  o f  El Paso has been 
added to the Southw est P resbytery.

8. Pacific P resbytery  w ould have a new  northern  border ju s t above Sacram ento . (T he present 
O PC  Presbytery  o f  N orthern C aliforn ia d id  not have the com m unicant streng th  to  satisfy the 
c rite ria .) T his w ould return territory  in the fa r north o f C alifo rn ia  to the assem bly , as w ell as 
territories largely east o f  the C ascades in W ashington  and O regon. H aw aii w ould  be outside 
o f  p resbytery  boundaries. W estern  O regon and W ashington w ould becom e a N orthw est 
P resby te ry .

All o f  this w ould add ten presbyteries and approxim ately  3 5 ,000  com m unican ts  to  the P C A ’s present 24 
p resbyteries and 8 0 ,000  com m unican ts. M any will have concern  for the P resbytery  o f  E astern  C anada 
(O ntario , Q uebec, and the M aritim e P rovinces), at present a presbytery o f the R PC ES. It is thought by RPC ES 
leaders that although the p resbytery  now  has only  five churches and 144 com m unican ts, it w ould  be a step 
backw ard in relationships w ith neighbors to the north o f  the national boundary if  these churches w ere added to a 
New England P resbytery.

The follow ing figures are approxim ations o f com m unicant strength using the la test availab le  s tatistics , to 
indicate p resbytery  size:

1. So. Florida I . PCA  12,417
2. R PC ES 357
3. O PC  336

13,110

2. C. Florida 1 1.182
2. 704
3.  174

2,060

3. C . G eorgia 1. 3 ,923
2 .

3.

3,923

4. C alvary  1. 8 ,287
2. 1,748
3.

10.035

5. W . C arolina 1. 1,313
2. 69
3.  32

1,414

6. C. C arolina  1. 1,512
2. 617
3.

2 .129



7. E. C arolina

8 . W estm inster

9. N ew  R iver

10. M id-A tlantic

11. D elm arva

12. A scension

13. Philadelphia

14. N ew  Jersey

15. New England

16. Lake M ich.

17. TN  V alley

18. N. G eorgia

19. Evangel
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1. PCA 1,439
2. RPCES
3. O PC

1,439

1. 1.952
2 .

3.

1,952

1. 958
2 . 101

3.  36

1,095

1. 2 ,526
2. 329
3.  H 5

2,970

1 . 1 , 5 1 8
2. 4 ,586
3. 650 

6,754

1. 1,546
2. 1,445
3. 586 

3,577

1. 792
2. 2 ,314
3. 1,368 

4 ,474

1. 387
2. 596
3. 1,712

2.695

1 . 88
2. 417
3. 1,044 

1,549

1. 353
2. 1,050
3. 1,702 

3,105

1. 3 ,686
2. 589
3.  44

4 ,319

1 . 2,088
1.
2.  44

2,132

1. 9 ,352
2. 256
3.

9 .608
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20. W arrior

21. G u lf C oast

22. G race

23. M S V alley

24. L ouisiana

25. C ovenant

26. St. Louis

27. Illiana

28. D akotas

30. Texas

31. Southw est

32. Pacific

1. 1,930
2

3.

1,930

1. 2,569
2.
3.

2 ,5690

1. 4 ,068
2.
3.

4,068

1. 7 ,696
2.
3.

7 ,696

1. 996
2. 30
3.

1,026

1. 2 ,066
2.
3.

2 ,066

1.
2. 1,196

1,196

1.
2. 906
3.

906

1. 1,025
(S iouxlands)

2. 209
3. 420

1,654

1. 1,949
2. 355
3. 355

2,659

1. 371
2. 1,222
3. 241

1,834

1. 437
2. 471
3. 1,840

2,748
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33. N orthw est 1
2 
3

34. E. C anada I
2 .

3.

608
903
450

1,961

144-(5
churches

and
m inisters)

144

F urther m aterial deleted .
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APPENDIX H 
R EPO R T OF TH E SUBCOM M ITTEE ON JU D ICIA L BUSINESS 

TO  TH E ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY O F THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AM ERICA

I. N A R R A T IV E
T he Perm anent Subcom m ittee on Judicial B usiness functions as a perm anen t com m ittee  o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly  reporting  directly  to the G eneral A ssem bly. In addition  to its duty o f serving the G eneral 
A ssem bly  during  its m eetings as a consititu tional com m ittee , betw een the m eetings o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly , it carries out those duties to w hich it has been d irected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  and serves in 
an advisory  capacity  to the Stated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , the C om m ittees and A gencies o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly , and the inferior courts o f  the C hurch on constitu tional m atters.
In addition to the m eetings held at the d irection  o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly , June 15, 1982, June 16 
and 17, 1982, and June 17, 1982, subsequent to the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly , the Perm anent S ub
com m ittee on Judicial B usiness m et July 17, 1982, D ecem ber 3 and 4 , 1982, February 3 and 4 , 1983, 
M arch 18 and 19, 1983, M arch 23, 1983, A pril 4 , 1983, and A pril 25, 1983.
Serving  on the Subcom m ittee this year were:
T each ing  E lders C lass R ulin g E lders
Joe G ardner, Jr. 1986 H enry G . Sm ith , C lerk
Russell Tom s 1985 Stanley  D . W ells
V aughn E. H athaw ay. J r .,  C hairm an 1984 W illiam  Buiten
Byron Snapp 1983 S tokes V . Robertson
R odney T . King (A lt.) Patrick M cH ugh

The m atters o f business considered  by the Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness are as follows:

A. B U SIN E SS R E F E R R E D  BY T H E  T E N T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B LY :
1. S tudy o f  a proposed am endem ent to BC O  14-1-11 provid ing  fo r ex tended serv ice o f  A ssem bly  

com m ittees o r sub com m ittee  (102-14)*. See recom m endations 1 and 2. (*R efers to  page and 
recom m endation  num ber MIOGA .)

2. S tudy B C O  24-9 regarding the status and priv ileges o f  an e lder em eritus (102-21). See R ecom m en
dation  3.

3. P repare an am endm ent to B C O  regarding  confessional scruples o f ord inands (104-25B). See 
R ecom m endation  4.

4 . R evise B C O  56-5 editoria lly  (104-27). See R ecom m endation  5.
5. W ork on procedures fo r com plain ts and appeals in the B C O  (105-29; 106-39a). See R ecom m enda

tion 6.
6. Study o f  in thesi deliverances regarding handling  such m atters and the w eight to be g iven  rendered 

judgm en ts  (105-33, 34; 106-39d). See R ecom m endation  7.
7. C ontinue revision o f  D irectory o f  W orship  (106-36). See R ecom m endation  8.
8. S tudy a p roposed am endm ent to B C O  13-2 regarding  laboring  out o f  bounds (106-37). See 

R ecom m endation  9.
9 . Propose am endm ent to SC JB  M anual regarding  interim  advice (106-390 . See R ecom m endation  10.

10. Propose am endm ents to SCJB  M anual to treat theological m atters (106-38). See R ecom m endation
1 1 .

11. Propose guidelines for G eneral A ssem bly Judicial C om m issions (106-39b). See R ecom m endaton
12.

12. S tudy guidelines for debate o f  jud icia l com m ission  reports under B C O  15-3 (106-39c). See 
R ecom m endation  13.

13. Fram e an am endm ent to the B ylaw s allow ing  for the use o f executive  com m ittees (68-3). See 
R ecom m endations 14 and 15.

14. S tudy provisions o f M TW  M issions M anual to be included in B C O  (75-20). See R ecom m endation
16.

15. R eview  the M inutes o f W estern  C arolinas Presbytery (125-8). See R ecom m endation  17.

B. A D V IC E  R E Q U E S T E D  BY G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  C O M M IT T E E S:
1. S tudy the p roblem s o f the review  and control o f  P resbyteries (105-35). (See M inutes C O A , Ju ly  30, 

1982, D ecem ber 10 and 11, 1982). See R ecom m endation  18.
2. C oncerning a request from  the Perm anent C om m ittee  on  M ission to N orth A m erica for advice 

regarding  proposed am endm ents to the present language o f  B C O  5-2(1) and 5 -2(2), as follows:
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"(1 ) All m en o f the unorganized church (unless they decline) shall be instructed in the 
qualifications and w ork o f  the office o f Ruling Elder.

" (2 )  These m en shall be exam ined by the organizing  com m ission  o r evangelist concerning  
their C hristian experience, their know ledge dnd acceptance o f the constitu tional stan 
dards o f the C hurch and their w illingness to assum e the responsib ilities o f the office o f 
ruling Elder, keeping in m ind the qualifications set forth  in I T im othy 3 and T itus I . The 
com m ission o r evangelist shall present a list o f all who are found qualified  to stand for 
o f f i c e " ;

T he Subcom m ittee on Judicial B usiness concluded that the proposed am endm ents w ere acceptable 
but that they should be proposed as a separate am endm ent from  the prov isions p roposed and 
review ed last year. (A s the result o f a mix up in com m unications, these last cited revisions w ere not 
p resented to the G eneral A ssem bly last year and are to be this year). There is no recom m endation  to 
be m ade w ith reference to this advice.

C . JU D IC IA L  C A SES:
1. C ase 1. Reym ond et a l.v s .  Illiana P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  19.
2. C ase 2. B arlem an, et a l. vs. A scension P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  20.
3. C ase 3. (w ithdraw n)
4. C ase 4 . F inn vs. D elm arva P resbytery. See R ecom m endation 21.
5. C ase 5. K night, el a l. vs. St. Louis P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  22.
6. C ase 6. A lexander vs. C entral C arolina P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  31.
7. C ase 7. W ilbor, e l a l. vs. N orth G eorgia P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  23.
8. C ase 8. Eubanks, e t al. vs. C entral C arolina P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  31.
9. C ase 9. H am ilton , et al. vs. Eastern C arolina  P resbytery. See R ecom m endaiton  24.

10. C ase 10. L ockw ood, el al. vs. C entral C arolina P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  31.
11. C ase 11. M orrison vs. Philadelphia P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  25.
12. C ase 12. E ubanks, et al. vs. C entral C arolina P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  31.

D. R E FE R E N C E S:
1. R eference 1. Session o f  New Life Presbyterian C hurch  regarding C entral C aro lina  Presbytery 

actions. See R ecom m endation  26.
2. R eference 2: G u lf C oast Presbytery  regarding the application  o f the decision  rendered  by the T enth 

G eneral A ssem bly in C ase 1 O G A . p. 107.) See R ecom m endation  27.
3. R eference 3. Session o f  the First Presbyterian  C hurch o f D othan, A labam a regarding  E lder 

E m eritus. See R ecom m endation  28.
4. R eference 4. Sessions o f the O lathe, K ansas, Presbyterian C hurch  and the B ible Presbyterian

C hurch o f M errill, W isconsin , regarding  D ivorce. See R ecom m endation  29.
5. R eferen ce5 . G race Presbytery regarding B C O  18-7 and “ d u a l"  cand idacy . See R ecom m endation  

30.
6. R eference 6. C entral C arolina  Presbytery regarding N ew  Life Presbyterian  C hurch . See R ecom 

m endation 30.
7. R eference 7. From  Southw est Presbytery  regarding presbytery approval o f changes in term s o f 

m in iste r’s calls. See R ecom m endation  52.
8. R eference 8. Session o f V illage C hapel Presbyterian C hurch regarding  Eastern  C aro lina  P resby

tery actions. See R ecom m endation  32.
9. R eference 9. Sessions o f Lakeshore and Prosperity  C hurches regarding the re la tion  o f interim

advice o f  the SC JB  in regard to R eference 6 (see R ecom m endation  3 1) to  the business o f  a called
m eeting  o f C entral C aro lina  P resbytery. See R ecom m endation  49.

E. O V E R T U R E S:
I O verture 1; Southw est Presbytery  regarding B C O  25-11 (w ithdraw al o f  a congregation). See

R ecom m endation  33.
2. O verture 3: Southern Florida Presbytery regarding B C O  46-5 (D eletion from  church  roll w ithout 

process). See R ecom m endation  34.
3. O verture 4: Philadelphia Presbytery regarding an in thesi statem ent on approval o f term s o f  calls to 

m inisters outside ju risd ic tional bounds and on a defin ition  o f " o u t o f b o u n d s .”  See R ecom m enda
tion 35.

4. O verture 6: O klahom a Presbytery regarding B C O  10-3 (M oderato r o f P resbytery). See R ecom m en
dation  36.

5. O verture 7: O klahom a Presbytery  regarding B C O  13-9 (G uidelines for Presbytery M inutes). See 
R ecom m endation  37.
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6. O verture 8: Illiana Presbytery  regarding R escinding a portion o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem b ly ’s in 
thesi statem ent on T heonom y. See R ecom m endation  38.

7. O verture 9: G u lf C oast Presbytery regarding R escinding the Seventh  G eneral A ssem bly ’s in thesi 
statem ent on T heonom y. See R ecom m endation  39.

8. O verture 10: G race Presbytery regarding BC O  19-2-C (L icensure exam ination  by com m ittee). See 
R ecom m endation  40.

9. O verture 11: G race Presbytery regarding new BC O  19-2-E (scruples o f licentia tes). See R ecom 
m endation 41.

10. O verture 14: Southw est Presbytery regarding B C O  8 and 15 am endm ents enac ted  by the T enth 
G eneral A ssem bly . See R ecom m endation  42.

11. O verture 15: Southw est Presbytery regarding B C O  13-2 (laboring out o f bounds). See R ecom m en
dation  43.

12. O verture 20: C alvary  Presbytery regarding  B C O  10-6 (T eaching  E lder expenses at G eneral 
A ssem bly). See R ecom m endation  44.

13. O verture 21: Illiana Presbytery regarding B C O  6-2 and new  57-1 (church  m em bership). See 
R ecom m endation  45.

14. O verture  22: Illiana Presbytery regarding new  B C O  57-5(3) (m em bership  vow ). See R ecom m enda
tion 46.

15. O verture  25: G reat Lakes Presbytery regarding BC O  13-1 (R uling  E lder com m issioners selected by 
Presbytery). See R ecom m endation  47.

16. O verture  26: G reat Lakes Presbytery regarding BC O  13-12 (corresponding and v isiting brethren  
guidelines). See R ecom m endation  48.

17. O verture  28. Presbytery  o f C entral Florida regarding  voting procedures on BC O  am endm ents. See 
R ecom m endation  53.

18. O verture 29. St Louis Presbytery  regarding an advisory  editorial com m ittee . See R ecom m enda
tion 54.

F. A D V IC E  T O  ST A T E D  C L E R K
I . T he Stated C lerk  was advised regarding the m eaning o f review  as it relates to G eneral A ssem bly

rela tionshp to C ovenant T heological Sem inary . See R ecom m endations 50 and 51.

G . C O M M U N IC A T IO N S:
I . C om m unication  3. New R iver Presbytery  regarding  confessional subscrip tion . See R ecom m enda

tion 55.

II. R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S:
1. That B C O  14-1-12 be am ended to read as fo llow s (am endm ent underlined):

12. The A ssem bly  perm anent com m ittees are C om m ittee on A dm in istra tion , C om m ittee  for 
C hristian E ducation and Publications. C om m ittee  on M ission to  N orth A m erica . C om m ittee  
on M ission to the W orld , w hich consist o f five classes o f four m en each. Each class shall 
consist o f tw o teaching  e lders and tw o ruling elders. Persons w ho have served fo r a full term , 
o r for at least tw o years o f a partial term , on one o f  the A ssem bly 's  Perm anent C om m ittees o r 
Perm anent Sub-C om m ittees, shall not be e ligible for re-election  to an A ssem bly  C om m ittee 
until one year has elapsed.

G R O U N D S:
I The grow th  o f the PCA has increased the w orkload  o f each  o f  the com m ittees.
2. If this proposal is adopted , com m ittee service o f those e lected  will be lengthened one year,

giv ing  ou r com m ittees m ore stability and allow ing the com m ittees to take advantage o f the
experienced m em bers for an extra year.

3. This proposal also grants the A ssem bly the privilege o f the annual election  o f  new  m em bers, 
w hile a llow ing for ex tended service for the experienced.

2. That Article IV . Section  1. sentences tw o and three, be am ended to read as fo llow s (change 
underlined):

"E a c h  com m ittee  shall be com posed o f ten teaching e lders and ten ruling elders d iv ided  into 
five classes o f  four m en each  serving five-year term s. T here  shall also be a Perm anent Sub- 
C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness com posed o f ten m em bers d ivided into five classes o f  tw o 
m en each serving five-year te rm s ." ;  

and that A rticle IV , Section 9, G , sentence tw o, be am ended to read as fo llow s (change underlined): 
"T h e  rules for m em bership  and election  o f  these boards shall be the sam e as provided fo r in 
BC O  14-1, except that each  Board is to be com posed o f ten m em bers d ivided into five classes 
o f tw o m en each serving five year term s, excluding  the boards for C ovenan t C ollege and
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C ovenant Theological S em in a ry ."
(N O TE: T his am endm ent should be incorporated only in the event that R ecom m endation  I is 
enacted  finally by the Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem bly .)

3. That B C O  24-9 be am ended to read as follows:
" W h e n  a D eacon o r Ruling E lder becom es infirm  or reaches the age o f  70 , he m ay at his 
request and with the approval o f the Session be designated  D eacon o r E lder E m eritus. W hen 
so designated , he is no longer required  to perform  the regular duties o f  his o ffice , but may 
continue to perform  certain  o f these duties on a voluntary basis , if requested  by the Session  o r 
a h igher court. He m ay attend D iaconate o r Session  m eetings, if he so desires, and may 
participate fully in the discussion  o f  any issues, but m ay not v o te .”

G R O U N D S:
1. Presently B C O  24-9 is c lear in stating that an em eritus o fficer is relieved o f  any o r all o f  his 

regular duties if he so desires, but it does not c learly  define w hat constitu tes the " fu ll 
privileges o f his o ff ic e ."

2. S ince an em eritus o fficer is relieved o f all du ties, it seem s reasonable that he w ould not be 
perm itted to vote:
a. In any governing body, w hether c iv il or ecclesiastical, the privilege o f voting generally  

p resupposes certain  duties and responsibilities, 
b An officer requesting em eritus status will ordinarily  be replaced  by a younger officer 

with voting priv ileges, so the body will function w ith its custom ary num ber o f  votes, 
excluding  the vote o f the em eritus officer,

c. If an em eritus o fficer retains the right to vote, a tem ptation  may be present to solicit his 
presence at a particu lar m eeting to influence the o utcom e o f a c lose  vote on a con trover
sial issue.

3. The overture w hich raised this issue seem s to assum e that an em eritus o fficer m ust be e ithe r a 
perm anent voting m em ber o f  the D iaconate o r Session , o r an honorary  non-voting  observer. 
The proposed am endm ent seeks to strike a com prom ise betw een these tw o positions in 
a llow ing the em eritus o fficer to share his experience and judgm ent w ith the body , but 
rem oving his right to vote.

4. The overture also m akes reference to officer rotation system s, w hich are still in use . but not 
au thorized by the B C O . T he proposed am endm ent is appropria te  for e ithe r the perpetual or 
rotation system , and any reference to these system s has been deliberately  avoided.

4. That B C O  21-4 be am ended by adding a new  paragraph follow ing paragraph I and preceding 
present paragraph 2. w hich shall read:

"P resb y te ry  shall require that all applicants for ordination subscribe to one o f the follow ing
statem ents: T , ________________________________________________________________________________
do sincerely receive and adopt the C onfession  o f Faith and C atechism s o f this C hurch w ithout any
exceptions o r reservations.' : o r T _____________________________________________________________
declare the follow ing scruples w ith regard to the C onfession  o f  Faith and C atech ism s o f  this
C hurch , to w it..............' T he Presbytery shall record its evaluation  o f each  scruple so stated as to its
seriousness as a departure from  the C onfessional articles. A pproval fo r o rd ination  in such cases 
requires a three-fourths approval o f  Presbytery.

5. That the fact o f the editorial revision o f  B C O  56-5 executed according to the direction  o f the Tenth 
G eneral A ssem bly be received as inform ation.

6. That B C O  C hap ter 42 (A ppeals), C hap ter 43 (C om plain ts), and C hap ter 44 (V oting in A ppeals and 
C om plain ts) be am ended as follows:
a. That 42-4  read:

"N o tice  o f  appeal may be given the court before its ad journm ent W ritten notice o f appeal, 
with supporting reasons, shall be filed by the appellan t with both the C lerk o f the low er court 
and the C lerk  o f the h igher court, w ithin fifteen (15) days follow ing the m eeting o f the court. 
N o attem pt should be m ade to c ircularize the court to w hich appeal is being  m ade by either 
party before the case is heard. "  

b That 42-5 read:
" I t  shall be the duty  o f the C lerk o f the low er court to file with the C lerk o f  the h igher court, 

not m ore than thirty (30) days a fter receipt o f  notice o f  appeal, a copy o f  all proceedings in 
connection  w ith the case, including the notice o f  appeal and reasons therefor, the response o f 
the low er court, the evidence, and any papers bearing on  the case , w hich toge ther shall be 
know n as " th e  R ecord o f the C ase, "  and the h igher court shall not adm it o r  consider anything 
not found in this " R e c o rd "  w ithout the consent o f  the parties in the case. Should new 
evidence com e to light the case shall be rem anded to the low er court from  w hich the appeal 
was m ade. "
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Thai 42-7 read:
"A fte r  a h igher court has decided that an appeal is in order and should be decided  by the 

cou rt, the court shall hear this case , o r in accordance with the provisions o f BC O  15-2 and
15-3, appoint a com m ission  to do so. At the hearing , after the record  has been read , each  side 
should be a lloted not over thirty (30) m inutes for oral argum ent, the appeallan t having the 
right o f opening  and closing  the a rgum en t. A fter the hearing has been c oncluded , the court or 
com m ission  should go  into closed  session , and discuss the m erits o f the case.

The vote then should be taken, w ithout further debate, on each  specification  in this form: 
‘Shall this specification o f e rro r be susta ined?’ If the court o r com m ission  d eem  it w ise, it may 
adopt a m inute explanatory  o f its action , w hich shall becom e a part o f its record  o f  the case. 
T he court o r com m ission  shall designate one o f  its m em bers to w rite the op in ion , w hich 
opin ion  shall be adopted by the court o r com m ission as its o p in io n ."
That 42-8  read:

‘ T he decision  o f the h igher court m ay be to affirm  in w hole o r in part; to reverse in w hole  o r 
in part; to render the decision that should have been rendered; o r to rem and the case  to  the 
low er court for a new  trial. In every  case a w ritten o pin ion  shall be p repared , and a copy  o f  the 
op in ion  and judgm ent entered will be delivered  personally  o r m ailed  to the low er court and the 
appellan t, w ith a w ritten receip t re q u ire d ."
T hat 42-9  read:

" A n  appellant m ay represent h im self o r be represented  as provided in B C O  32-19.
T hat 42-10  read:

" A n  appellan t shall be considered  to have abandoned his appeal if he does not appear 
before the h igher court in person o r by counsel on the day p resbytery  m eets, o r by the second 
day o f the m eeting o f G eneral A ssem bly next fo llow ing the date o f  his notice o f  appea l, and 
the judgm ent o f  the low er court w ill s tand, unless he can give the court, at its next stated 
m eeting , satisfactory  explanation  for his failure to appear and p rosecute his a p p e a l."
That 42-12 be renum bered  as 42-7 and that present 42-7 through 42-11 be renum bered as 42-8 
through 42-12 respectively.
That 43-1 read:

' '  A com plain t is a w ritten representation  m ade against som e act o r decision  o f a court o f  the 
C hurch. It is the right o f any com m uning m em ber o f  the church in good standing  to  m ake 
com plain t against any action o f a court to w hose ju risd ic tion  he is subject, except that no 
com plain t is a llow able in a jud icia l case in w hich an appeal is ta k e n ."
Add a new  43-2  to read:

" A  com plain t shall first be m ade to the court w hose act o r decision  is alleged to be in error. 
W ritten notice o f  com plain t, w ith supporting  reasons, shall be filed w ith the c lerk  o f the court 
within fifteen (15) days follow ing the m eeting o f the court. The court shall consider the 
com plain t at its next stated m eeting , o r at a called m eeting p rior to its next s tated  m eeting . N o 
attem pt should be m ade to c ircularize the court to w hich com plain t is being m ade by e ither 
p a rty ."
Add a new  43-3  to read:

" I f .  a fter considering  a com pla in t, the court alleged to be delinquent o r in e rro r is o f  the 
opin ion that it has not erred , and denies the com plain t o r fails to act on the com pla in t, the 
com plainant m ay m ake com plain t to the next h igher court. W ritten  notice o f com pla in t, 
together w ith supporting reasons, shall be filed w ith both the c lerk  o f the low er court and the 
clerk  o f  the h igher court w ithin fifteen (15) days fo llow ing the m eeting o f  the c o u r t ."  
R enum ber present 43-2 as 43-4.
R enum ber present 43-3 as 43-5 and am end to read:

" T h e  court against w hich com plain t is m ade shall appoint one o r m ore represen tatives to 
defend its action , and the parties in the case shall be know n as com plainant and respondent. 
The com plainant h im self may present his com plain t, o r he m ay obtain  the assistance o f  a 
com m uning m em ber o f the church in good standing in presenting his c o m p la in t."
Add a new  43-6  to read:

" I t  shall be the duty  o f the clerk o f the low er court to w ith the c lerk  o f the h igher cou rt, not 
m ore than thirty (30) days after receipt o f notice o f  com plain t, a copy o f all the p rocedings in 
connection  w ith the com plain t including the notice o f  com plain t and supporting  reasons, the 
response o f  the low er court, if any, and any papers bearing  on the com plain t. If  the clerk o f the 
low er court shall neglect to send up the proceedings on the com plain t, he shall receive a 
p roper rebuke from  the h igher court, and the act o r decision  com plained  against shall be 
suspended until the proceedings are produced so that the h igher court can fairly consider the 
co m p la in t.”
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n. Add a new  43-7  to read:
"T h e  com plainan t shall be considered  to have abandoned his com plain t if  he does not 

appear before the h igher court in person o r by counsel on the day presby tery  m eets, o r by the 
second day o f the m eeting o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  next fo llow ing the date o f  notice o f 
com plain t, and the action o f  the low er court will s tand , unless he can give the cou rt, at its next 
stated m eeting , satisfactory  explanation  for his failure to ap p ea ra n d  present his co m p la in t."

o. Add a new  43-8  to read:
"A fte r  the h igher court has decided  that the com plain t is in o rde r, the court shall hear the 

com plain t, o r in accordance with the provisions o f  B C O  15-2 and 15-3, appoint a com m ission  
to do  so. If the date  o f  the hearing shall, for good cause , be o ther than the sam e day it is 
presented , the court shall notify the com plainant and respondent in w riting o f  the date set for 
the hearing. "  

p. Add a new  43-9  to  read:
" A t the hearing , after all the paper bearing on the com plain t have been read , the 

com plainant and respondent will be given the o pportunity  to  p resent argum ent, the com pla in 
ant having the right o f opening and closing the argum ent. A fter the hearing has been 
concluded , the court o r the com m ission  should go into closed  session , and discuss and 
consider the m erits o f  the com plain t. T he vote should then be taken as to w hat d isposition  
should be m ade o f  the com plain t, and the com plainant and respondent notified  o f  the co u rt's  
d ec is io n .”  

q . Repeal present 43-4. 
r. R enum ber present 43-5 as 43-10.
s. R epeal all o f C hap ter 44  (V oting in A ppeals and C om plain ts) and leave the chap ter vacant.

7. T hat the study o f  the handling o f and w eight to  be given decisions o f a G eneral A ssem bly , including 
in ihesi deliverances and rendered judgm ents, be continued for one year and that a report be m ade to 
the T w elfth  G eneral A ssem bly .

8. T hat the follow ing partial report o f  the proposed revision o f the D irectory  o f  W orship  be received as 
inform ation and that the response o f the church  be invited:

PA R T III —  T H E  D IR EC TO R Y  FO R T H E  W O R S H IP  O F  G O D  
C H A P T E R  47 T he Principles o f Public W orship
C H A PTE R  48 T he Santification  o f the C hristian Sabbath
C H A P T E R  49  The A ttitude for Public W orship
C H A PTE R  50 The E lem ents o f Public W orship

50-1 (In troductory  Paragraph)
50-2 The Public R eading o f  the H oly Scriptures 
50-3 Singing  in W orship 
50-4 Public Prayer 
50-5 The Preaching o f  the W ord 
50-6 The W orship  o f G od with T ithes and O fferings 
50-7 C onfessing the Faith 
50-8 The T aking o f  O aths and Vows 

C H A P T E R  51 T he A dm inistration  o f  B aptism  to Infants and A dults
C H A P T E R  52 The A dm ission o f Persons to  the L o rd 's  Table

(C om m unicant M em bership)
C H A P T E R  53 T he A dm inistration  o f  the L o rd 's  Supper
C H A P T E R  54 The Solem nization  o f M arriage
C H A P T E R  55 The Funeral W orship  Service
C H A P T E R  56 D ays o f Fasting and Thanksgiv ing  
C H A PTE R  57 Private and Fam ily W orship 
(D elete all appendices)
C H A PTE R  47 T he Princip les o f Public W o rsh ip 1

47-1 S ince the H oly Scrip tures are the only  infallible rule o f  faith and practice, the princip les o f public
w orship  m ust be derived from  the B ible, and from  no o ther source.

The Scrip tures forbid the w orshipping o f  G od  by im ages, o r in any o ther w ay not appoin ted  in His 
W ord , and requires the receiv ing , observ ing , and keeping pure and entire all such relig ious w orsh ip  and 
ord inances as G od hath appointed in H is w ord (S .C . 51 , 50).

4 7 .2 . A service o f  public w orship is not m erely a gathering  o f G o d ’s children w ith each  o ther, but before all
e lse , a m eeting and w orship  o f  the Triune G od , Father, Son , and Holy Sp irit, w ith and by H is chosen  
people. G od  is present in public w orship  not only by virtue o f  the D ivine om nipresence bu t. m uch m ore 
intim ately , as the faithful C ovenant Saviour. The Lord Jesus C hrist said: "W h ere  tw o o r three  are 
gathered  together in my nam e, there am  I in the m idst o f th em ” 2
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47-3. T he end o f public w orship  is the glory  o f G od. H is people should engage in all its several parts w ith an 
eye single to H is g lo ry . Public w orship  has as its a im  the b uild ing  o f  C h ris t’s church  by the p erfecting  o f 
the saints and the addition to its m em bership  o f  such as are being  saved —  all to  the g lo ry  o f  G od. 
T hrough public w orship  on the L ord’s day C hristians should learn to serve G od  all the days o f  the w eek 
in their every  activ ity , rem em bering , w hether they eat o r d rink  o r w hatever they  d o , they  do  all to the 
glory o f  G od.

47-4. Public w orship  is C hristian  w hen the w orshippers recognize that C hrist is the M ediato r by w hom  alone 
they can com e unto  G od , w hen they honor C hrist as the H ead o f  the church , w ho ru les over public 
w orship , and w hen their w orship  is an expression  o f their faith in C hrist and o f  the ir love fo r H im .

47-5. Public w orship  m ust be perform ed in spirit and truth. E xtem alism  and hypocrisy  stand condem ned . The 
form s o f  public w orsh ip  have value only w hen they serve to express the inner reverence o f  the 
w orsh ipper and h is s incere devotion  to the true and living G od. And only  those w hose hearts have been 
renew ed by the Holy Spirit are capable o f such reverence and devotion.

47-6. T he Lord Jesus C hrist has prescribed no fixed o rder o r style fo r public w orship , bu t, in the in terest o f 
life and pow er in w orship , has given H is church  a large m easure o f liberty  in this m a tte r.3 It m ay not be 
forgo tten , how ever, that there is true liberty only w here the ru les o f G o d ’s W ord are observed  and the 
spirit4 o f  the Lord is, that all th ings m ust be done descently  and in o rder, and that G o d 's  people  should 
serve H im  w ith reverence and in the beauty o f  holiness. F rom  its beginning  to its end  a  serv ice  o f  public 
w orship  should be characterized  by that sim plicity  w hich is an evidence o f  sincerity  and  by that beauty 
and dignity  w hich are a m anifestation o f holiness.

47-7 . Public w orship  d iffers from  private w orship in that in public w orship  G od  is served by the saints 
unitedly as H is covenant people, the body o f C hrist. S ince the fam ily , as ordained  by G od , is the basic 
institu tion  in socie ty , and G od in the covenant graciously  deals w ith us, not ju s t as ind iv iduals , but a lso  
as fam ilies, it is im portant and desirable that fam ilies w orship  to g e th e r.5. For the sam e reason no 
favoritism  m ay be show n to  any w ho attend. N or m ay any m em ber o f the church  presum e to exalt 
h im self above o thers as though he w ere m ore sp iritua l, but each shall esteem  o thers b e tte r than  h im self.

47-8. It behooves G o d ’s people not only  to com e into his presence w ith a deep  sense o f  aw e at the thought o f 
his perfect holiness and their exceeding  sin fu lness, but a lso  to en ter into his gates w ith thanksg iv ing  and 
into H is courts w ith  praise for the great salvation , w hich He has so graciously  w rought fo r them  through 
H is only begotten  Son and applied to them  by the Holy Spirit.

4 7 -9 .6

C H A P T E R  4 8 . T he San ctification  o f  th e C hristian  S ab b ath .7
48-1. " T h e  fourth com m andm ent requireth  the keeping holy to G od such set tim es as H e hath appo in ted  in 

His holy w ord; expressly  one w hole day in seven, to be a  holy sabbath to H im se lf.”  (S .C . 58)
48-2. G od  com m anded H is O ld Testam ent people to keep  holy the last day o f  the w eek, but he sanctified  the

first day as the Sabbath by the resurrection  o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist from  the dead . F o r this reason the 
church  o f  the new  d ispensation  has from  the tim e o f  the apostles kept holy the first day o f  the w eek as the 
C hristian  S abbath , also called  the L o rd 's  D a y .s

48-3. It is the duty  o f every  person to rem em ber the L o rd ’s day; and to  prepare fo r it before its approach . All 
w ordly business should be so ordered , and seasonably  laid aside, so9 that they m ay not be hindered 
thereby from  sanctify ing  the Sabbath , as the Holy Scrip tures require.

48-4 . T he w hole day is to be kept holy to the Lord; and to be em ployed  in the public and private  exercises o f 
re lig ion . T herefore, it is requ isite , that there be a holy  resting , all the day , from  unnecessary  labors; and 
an abstain ing  from  those recreations w hich m ay be law ful on o ther days; and a lso , as m uch as possib le, 
from  w orldly thoughts and conversation .

48-5. Let the provisions for the support o f the fam ily on  that day be so o rdered  that o thers be not im properly
detained from  the public w orship  o f  G od , nor h indered  from  sanctify ing  the Sabbath .

48-6. Let every person and fam ily , in the m orning o f the C hristian  Sabbath pray for them selves and  o thers, 
and especially  pray fo r the assistance o f  G od to  their m inister in his preaching from  the W ord. Be 
reading  the Scrip tures along w ith p rayer and holy m edita tion , the people can prepare  for com m union 
w ith G od in H is public w o rsh ip .10

48-7. Let the tim e not used for public w orship  be spent in prayer, in devotional read ing , and especially  in the 
study o f the Scrip tu res, m edication , catech ising , relig ious conversation , the singing o f  p salm s, hym ns, 
and spiritual songs, visiting the sick , re lieving the poor, teaching  the ignorant, holy resting , and in 
perform ing such like duties o f p ie ty , charity , and m ercy.
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49-1.

49-2.

49-3.

49-4

50-1

50-2

50-3

50-4.

C H A P T E R  49 . T he A ttitude for Public W orsh ip ."
W hen the congregation  is to m eet for public w orship , the people (having before p repared  their hearts 
thereunto) ought all to com e and jo in  therein; not absenting them selves from  the public ord inances 
through negligence, o r upon pretense o f private m eetings.
Let the people assem ble  at the appointed tim e, that all being present at the beginning  they may unite 
w ith one heart in all the parts o f public w orship. Let none unnecessarily  depart until a fter the blessing  is 
pronounced.
Let the people upon entering  the church take their seats in a decent and reverent m anner, and engage in a 
silent p rayer for a b lessing upon them selves, the m inister, and all p resent, as w ell as upon those w ho are 
unable to attend w orship.
All w ho attend public w orship  are expected  to be present in a spirit o f  reverence and godly fear, 
forbearing  to engage in any conduct unbecom ing to the place and o cca s io n .12 
T he B ible teaches that the follow ing are p roper e lem ents o f the public w orship  o f God: reading o f  Holy 
Scripture; singing o f  psalm s, hym ns, o r spiritual songs; the o ffering  o f  prayer; the preaching o f  the 
W ord; the presenta tion  o f  tithes and offerings; confessing  the faith and observ ing  the sacram ents: and 
on special occasions the taking o f  vow s and oaths. Beyond these e lem ents the c ircum stances o f 
w orship; i . e . , tim e, place, order and length o f w orship , are left to the w ise decision  o f the e lders  o f the 
church based on sensible application  o f B iblical p rin c ip les .14 
The Public R eading o f the Holy Scripture
A. T he public reading  o f the H oly Scrip tures is perform ed by the m inister as G o d 's  servant o r by som e 

o ther p e rso n .15
Through it G od  speaks directly  to the congregation , even m ore directly  than through the serm on. 
T he public reading  o f the Scriptures is to be distinguished from  the responsive reading o f  certain  
portions o f Scripture by the m inister and the co n g reg atio n .15 In the form er G od addresses his 
people; in the latter G o d 's  people give expression  in the w ords o f Scrip ture  o f  their con trition , 
adoration , gra titude and o ther holy sentim ents T he psalm s o f  Scripture are especially  appropria te  
for responsive reading.

B. The Holy S crip tures o f  the O ld and New T estam ent shall be read from  a good transla tion , not a 
paraphrase , in the language o f the people, that all m ay hear and understand.

C. How  large a portion shall be read at once is left to the d iscretion  o f  every m inister; and he m ay. when 
he th inks it exped ien t, expound any part o f  w hat is read; alw ays having regard to the tim e, that 
neither read ing , singing, praying , p reaching , nor any o ther o rd inance, be d isp roportionate , the one 
to the o ther; nor the w hole rendered too short, o r too  tedious.

S inging  in W o rsh ip .16
A Praising G od through the m edium  o f m usic is a duty  and a privilege. T herefore, the singing o f 

hym ns, psalm s and spiritual songs17 and the use o f m usical instrum ents should have an im portant 
place in public w orship.

B. In singing the p raises o f G od . we are to sing in the spirit o f  w orship , w ith understanding in our 
hearts.

C. It is recom m ended that psalm s be sung along with the hym ns and spiritual songs o f  the chu rch , but 
that caution  be observed in the selection o f hym ns and spiritual songs, that they be true to the W ord. 
T he singing should have the note o f  pra ise, o r be in accord w ith the spirit o f  the se rm o n .1*

D. T he portion o f the tim e o f public w orship  g iven to praise is left to the judgm ent o f  the m in ister, and 
the singing by the congregation  should be en co u rag ed .w

Public Prayer.
A A prayer near o r at the beginning o f public w orship should hum bly adore the infinite m ajesty o f  the 

living G od. express a sense o f our d istance from  Him  as creatu res, and o u r u nw orth iness as sinners. 
It should also im plore His gracious presence, the assistance o f  h is H oly Spirit in the duties o f His 
w orship , and His acceptance o f us through the m erits o f our Lord and Savior Jesus C hrist. T his 
p rayer may conclude w ith the L o rd 's  Prayer in w hich all m ay u n ite .20

B. L ater in w orship a full and com prehensive p rayer is appropriate w hich w ould include som e o r all o f 
the follow ing parts:

1. A doration o f G od as He is m ade know n to us in c reation , providence and Scripture.
2. Praise and thanksgiving for all H is m ercies to us, both spiritual and tem poral; but especially  

for C hrist Jesus and His work com pleted , and for His Holy Spirit and His present w ork in us.
3. H um ble confession  and acknow ledgm ent o f sins so as to lead the w orshippers to privately 

confess to G od their sins, past and present, private and public, in though t, w ord , and deed.
4. Pleading for the pardon o f sin through the blood o f a tonem ent, and for the grace to d ischarge 

ou r duty as forgiven believers.
5. A sking for the a ll-sufficient G od to meet our every need and this only  so far as it g lorifies G od 

and brings happiness to His people
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6. Intercession  for o thers including the w hole w orld , the church in o ther areas, the church  local, 
the sick and b roken, and for w hatever e lse  m ay seem  to be necessary  o r su itable for the 
occasion . T he prom inence given each  o f  these topics m ust be left to  the d iscretion  o f the 
m in is te r.21

C. O rdinarily  there should be p rayer after the serm on having relation to the subject that has been 
treated in the d iscourse; and all o ther public prayers should be appropria te  to the occasion .

D. M inisters are not to be confined to fixed form s o f  p rayer fo r public w orsh ip , yet it is the du ty  o f  the 
m inister, previous to entering  his o ffice, to prepare and qualify  h im self for this part o f  h is w ork , as 
well as fo r p reaching . He should, by a thorough acquaintance w ith the Holy S crip tu res, by the best 
w riters on prayer, by m editation , and by a life o f com m union w ith G od , endeavor to acquire both 
the spirit and the gift o f p rayer. M oreover, when he is to o ffer p rayer in public w orsh ip , he should 
com pose his sp irit, and so order his thoughts, that he m ay perform  this duty  w ith d ign ity  and 
propriety , and w ith profit to the w orshippers, lest he disgrace this im portant service by coarse , 
undignified , careless, irregular o r ex travagant expressions.

E. AH prayer is to be o ffered  in the language o f the people.
F. A lthough not form ally a prayer, it is appropriate for the m inister to conclude the public w orsh ip  o f 

G od w ith  a Scriptural benediction.
50-5. The Preaching  o f the W ord.

A . T he preaching o f  the W ord is an o rdinance o f  G od for the salvation o f  m e n . Serious a tten tion  should 
be paid to the m anner in w hich it is done. The m inister should apply  h im se lf to it w ith  d iligence and 
prove h im self a "w o rk m an  that needeth not be asham ed , rightly  handling  the w ord o f  tru th ”  (II 
T im othy 2:15).

B. T he subject o f  a serm on should be som e verse o r verses o f  Scrip ture, and its ob jec t, to explain , 
defend and apply som e part o f the system  o f  d iv ine truth; o r to point out the na tu re , and state the 
bounds and o b liga tion , o f som e duty. A text should not be m erely a m otto , but should fairly  contain 
the doctrine  p roposed to be handled. It is p roper also  that large portions o f  Scripture be som etim es 
expounded , and particu larly  im proved, for the instruction  o f  the people in the m eaning and use o f  
the Sacred w hich costs them  naught. They should , how ever, keep to the sim plic ity  o f  the gospel, 
and express them selves in language that can be understood by all. T hey should a lso  by  the ir lives 
adorn the gospel w hich they p reach , and be exam ples to believers in w ord and deed.

D . As a prim ary  design  o f public ord inances to unite the people in acts o f com m on w orsh ip  o f  the m ost 
high G od , m inisters should be careful not to m ake their serm ons so long as to in terfere w ith  or 
exclude the im portant duties o f  p rayer and praise, but should preserve a ju s t proportion  in the 
several parts o f  public w orship.

E. By way o f application  o f  the serm on the m inister m ay urge his hearers by com m andm ent o r 
invitation to repent o f their s ins, to put their trust in the Lord Jesus C hrist as Sav iour, and to confess 
H im  publicly  before m en.

F. N o person should be invited to preach  in any o f  the churches under o ur care  w ithout the consen t o f 
the Session.

50-6. The W orship  o f  G od  w ith T ithes and O ffe rin g s.2'
A. The Holy Scrip tures teach that G od is the ow ner o f all persons and all th ings and that we are but 

stew ards o f both life and possessions; that G o d 's  ow nersh ip  and ou r s tew ardship  should  be 
acknow ledged; that this acknow ledgm ent should take the form , in part, o f  g iv ing  at least a tithe  o f 
ou r incom e and o ther o fferings to the w ork o f  the Lord through the C hurch o f  Jesus C hrist, thus 
w orshipping  the Lord w ith ou r possessions; and that the rem ainder should be used as becom eth  
C hristians.

B. It is both a priv ilege and a d u ty , plainly enjo ined  in the B ible, to m ake regular, w eek ly , system atic 
and proportionate o fferings for the support o f relig ion  and for the propagation  o f  the gospel in our 
ow n and foreign lands, and for the re lief o f  the poor. This should be done as an exercise  o f  grace and 
an act o f w orship , and at such tim e during  the service as m ay be deem ed exped ien t by the Session.

C. It is appropriate that the offerings be dedicated  by prayer.
50-7. C onfessing  the Faith.

It is p roper for the congregation  o f  G o d 's  people publicly  to confess their fa ith , using creeds o r
confessions that are true to the W ord, such as, the A postles’ C reed , the N icene C reed , o r  the
W estm inster S tandards.

50-8. The Taking  o f  O aths and V o w s.24, 25
A. T he taking o f any oath o r vow . w hether as a part o f public w orship  o r not should alw ays be 

considered  a solem n and serious act. They should never be taken except one intends by the grace o f 
G od to fulfill his assum ed duty. T herefo re, oaths and vow s should be m ost carefu lly  and w isely 
taken.

B. The taking o f  oaths and vow s is to be done in accordance w ith C hap ter 22 o f  the W estm inster
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C onfession  o f Faith. R eligious oaths and vow s taken in the church include those vow s taken in
baptism , church m em bership , ord ination , installation and m arriage.
N O TES

1. T he w ords " a n d  E lem en ts"  are dele ted  as a separate chap ter w ill be en titled , The E lem ents o f 
Public W orship.

2. Putting additional em phasis on w orship o f  the T riune G od.
3. T he w ord " fo r m s "  is replaced by " o rd e r "  o r “ s ty le .”  It w as ou r th inking  that the word

" o rd e r "  better describes the variable parts o f liturgy (or lack o f one) o f  the w orship  serv ice.
4 . T he present d irectory  capitalizes the “ s ” . Should it not be an im proper noun?
5. T he sentence, " f o r  this reason the covenant ch ildren should be present so far as possib le  as

well as a d u lts ,"  is deleted . The last sentence in 49-4  becom es the second sentence o f 47-7. It
was thought that this relieved a redundancy in these tw o paragraphs, and that the 49-4
sentence better conveyed the purpose o f this chap ter w hich is to give princip les o f  w orship. 
A lso, new  C hapter 49  has to do  w ith attitude for w orship . T he sentence about the fam ily in
w orship does not properly fit the chap ter on attitude.

6. 47-9  is dele ted  from  this chap ter and will be expanded to be the first paragraph in new  C hapter 
50 , the E lem ents o f  Public W orship.

7. It w as thought desirable to stay consistent w ith our o ther standards and use "C h ris tian  
S a b b a th "  as the prim ary term  and “ The L ord ’s D ay”  as a secondary term .

8. T he sam e as 7.
9. A change for better read ing , replace " a s "  with “ s o ."

10. T he entire  paragraph is changed, hopefully  im proved for c larity . For instance, secret and 
private p rayer is for a person and not a fam ily . H ow ever, the paragraph begins by addressing  
every  person and fam ily.

11. It w as the thinking  o f  your com m ittee that this chap ter dealt w ith the a ttitude o f people in 
com ing and participating  in the w orship  o f G od.

12. As stated in note 5 , the last sentence o f  49-4  is placed in the m iddle o f  47-7.
13. C hap ter 50 is a new  chap ter bringing  all the elem ents o f  public w orsh ip  together.
14. T he first sentence is taken from  47-9  in the present D irectory  o f  W orship. T he  second 

sentence is added to handle those areas not particularly  addressed  by Scripture.
15. T he w ords " o r  by som e o ther p e rso n "  are taken from  present 50-2 and 50-2 is dele ted  in order 

to rem ove an apparent contradiction  and redundancy.
16. T his subtitle  is used to address the elem ent rather than the constituent parts.
17. T his is done for the sake o f  consistency w ith fam ily w orship  on the Sabbath (48-7) because o f 

the double  use o f the three term s in Scripture (E phesians 5:19, C olossians 3:16) (never are the 
tw o  m entioned w ithout the th ird), and because the sim ple reading o f and subsequent exegesis 
o f  the Scrip tures w arrants the three to rem ain together (in our op in ion). A great deal o f tim e 
and study w ent into this poin t, and we believe w ith no undue presupposition  o r forced logic.

18. T h is fo llow s from  note 17.
19. T he w ording  is changed to em phasize the act o f  singing rather than the content.
20. T h is particular chapter from  the present D irectory  is ra ther drastically  changed in new 50-4. 

47-6  states the principle that G od has not prescribed a fixed o rder o f  w orship . T he present 
chap ter com es extrem ely  c lose to doing that very thing. It is the thought o f your com m ittee  
that the PCA does not w ant anything that resem bles a p rayer book. T herefore  the need w as felt 
to change the tone o f the chapter from  a subtle order o f w orship to  a chap ter on prayer. 
A lso , the present chap ter is ex trem ely  long and cum bersom e W e have tried to m ake it m ore 
succinct and usable.

21. W e have tried to sim plify the long paragraph 52-2 in the present D irectory. T his is an attem pt 
to construct a m eaningful paragraph out o f its periphrastic predecessor.

22. M any o f  the D irectories o f W orship  o f  o ther R eform ed churches include a s tatem ent about the 
benediction.

23. It is thought by your com m ittee that this expanded title better describes the chapter.
24. T his is new  ground. But since the first paragraph 50-1 m entions oaths and vow s (and present 

47-9  m entions oaths), there should be som e com m entary  on it as an elem ent o f w orship.
25. T he C om m ittee believed exam ples should be stated.

C O M M E N T :
The above partial report w hich is being brought to the G eneral A ssem bly  has its origin in a 

recom m endation  that w as adopted by the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly  regarding  the tem porary 
statem ent w hich serves as a preface to the D irectory o f  W orship.

Little  o r no progress has been m ade each  year since the Seventh A ssem bly. Each year, the 
G eneral A ssem bly has authorized the Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to continue
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w orking on the m atter. T his year, it w as concluded that a fresh beginning m ight be helpfu l. 
The problem  was therefore assigned to a study com m ittee m ade up entire ly  o f  new  m em bers 
to the Sub-C om m ittee. In this fashion, the assignm ent m ight be approached w ithout the 
presuppositions and, perhaps, prejudices that had h indered  progress in the past.

The Sub-C om m ittee w as generally  pleased with the progress m ade by the new  study 
com m ittee . A nd, it was decided that the partial report should be brought to the A ssem bly  for 
its inform ation . It needs to be understood that this is not a final proposal. The report is being 
brought to the a ttention o f the A ssem bly and the church  for reaction  and com m ent.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S C O N T IN U E
9. That BC O  13-2 be am ended to read:

" A  m inister shall be required  to hold his m em bership  in the Presbytery w ithin w hose geographical 
bounds he resides, unless there are reasons w hich are satisfactory  to his presbytery why he should  not do 
so. W hen a m inister labors outside the geographical bounds o f. o r in a w ork not under the ju risd ic tion  of. 
his p resbytery , at hom e o r abroad, it shall be only w ith the concurrence o f  and under circum stances 
agreeable to his presbytery . "

10. That 5 -2 .b .3 .b and c o f the M anual o f O perations for the Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness be 
am ended to read:
“ 3 .b . Any advice given by the Sub-C om m ittee m ust be in w riting and m ust be reported  to the next

Stated M eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly. The G eneral A ssem bly  shall take w hatever action it 
shall determ ine p roper regarding the advice o f the Sub-C om m ittee.

3 .c . If tw o parties are in conflic t, such advice will be binding  on both parties until the next Stated
M eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly. T he decision  enacted  by the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be 
b inding  on the parties in v o lv ed ."

11. That 5-2 o f  the M anual o f  O perations for the SCJB  be am ended to read:
"5 -2 . Functions:
a. The Sub-C om m ittee shall not initiate any m atters o f substantive change unless d irected  to do  so by 

the G eneral A ssem bly , but shall point out needs that arise. The philosophy shall be studiously  
m aintained that the low er courts will be expected  to initiate any such actions.

b. At the G eneral A ssem bly: (no changes)
c. B etw een G eneral A ssem blies:

T he Sub-C om m ittee shall
(1) C arry out any w ork assignm ent d irected  by the G eneral A ssem bly.
(2) (unchanged , except that it is presently  sub- paragraph (1).)
(3) (unchanged , except that it is presently  sub- paragraph (2 ).)
(4) W hen requested  to , interpret the C onstitu tion  o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , the 

B ylaw s, the R ules for A ssem bly  O perations, and the M inutes o f the G eneral A ssem bly.
d. W hen the Sub-C om m ittee shall be required to m ake a study o f any m atter o f  a theological nature , it 

shall be able to use learned consultants from  the C hurch at large. The Sub-C om m ittee will attach  to 
its m inutes a d igest o f  the advice received.

12. That the follow ing tem porary  guidelines be used by the judicia l com m issions o f the Eleventh G eneral 
A ssem bly with a view  to further im provem ent and developm ent as a "M an u a l for Judicial C om m is
s io n s"  to be incorporated in the Rules for A ssem bly O perations.
(Note: The Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness is recom m ending that the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners 
propose this recom m endation  to the G eneral A ssem bly p rior to the appoin tm ent o f the jud icia l com m is
sions elected by the A ssem bly .)

T E M P O R A R Y  G U ID E L IN E S FO R  JU D IC IA L  C O M M ISS IO N S
1. The G eneral A ssem bly Finds the appeal/com plain t in o rder and appoints a com m ission  to adjudicate 

the m atter.
2. The convener calls the com m ission  to m eet at a tim e and place specified , citing both parties to be 

p resen t.
3. T he convener calls the com m ission  to o rder, constitu ting  the com m ission  with p rayer o ffered  by a 

m em ber o f  the com m isison.
4 T he com m ission  shall organize  itse lf by:

a. the e lection  o f  a chairm an
b. the election  o f a clerk
c the enrollm ent o f  the com m ission  and the certification  o f a quorum
d. the announcem ent by the chairm an that the court ( i .e ..  the com m ission) is about to pass to the

consideration  o f  the case, enjo in ing  the m em bers to recollect and regard their high character 
as judges o f the court o f Jesus C hrist and the solem n duty  in w hich they are about to engage. 
See BC O  32-12.
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5. T he entire record o f  the case shall be read , except those parts om itted  by the consent o f  both parties.
6. If the court finds the record  to be incorrect o r  defective, it m ay rem it the m atter to the low er court for 

the purpose o f am ending the record.
7. The appellant/com plainant shall present his opening argum ent.
8. The appellan t/respondent shall present h is opening argum ent.
9. T he com m ission  m em bers shall pose such inquiries as m ay be desired  to c larify  the case.

10. T he appellant/respondent shall give his closing  argum ent.
11. The appellan t/com plainant shall give his closing  argum ent.
12. The com m ission  may go into executive session.
13. O pportunity  shall be given each m em ber o f the com m ission  to express his opinion.
14. The vote shall then be taken, w ithout further debate, on each specification , in this form: “ Shall this 

specification  o f e rror be su sta in ed ?"
15. If no specification  o f e rro r is sustained  by m ajority  vote, the com m ission  shall, upon m otion , vote to 

confirm  the decision  o f  the low er court.
16. If  any o r all o f  the specifications are sustained by m ajority  vote, the com m ission  shall p roceed to

vote to:
a. reverse the judgm ent/decision  o f the low er court in part o r in w hole.
b. send the case back for a new  trial.

17. If the court th inks it w ise, it may adopt a m inute explanatory  o f its action w hich shall becom e a part 
o f its record o f the case.

18. Any m em ber or m em bers dissenting  from  the m ajority  are entitled to subm it a dissent.
19. T he com m ission  shall prepare a full report o f its proceedings w hich shall be read and approved by

the com m ission .
20. The com m ission  shall adjourn  w ith prayer.
21. The com m ission  shall divide its report to the A ssem bly , as follows:

a. There shall be a report on the case in the follow ing o r sim ilar form at:
I. S tatem ent o f the Facts
II. S tatem ent o f  the Issue(s)
III. Judgm ent o f  the C ase— as to the specifications com plained against o r appealed.
IV. A ppendix: An Explanatory  O pinion  (if desired) and /o r A m ends T his report shall be 

presented w ith the m otion that it be regarded and treated as the action and judgm en t o f 
the court. W hen the report is adopted  by the A ssem bly , it shall be printed in the body o f 
the M inutes o f  that A ssem bly.

b. There shall be a full report o f  the m inutes and proceedings o f the com m ission , w hich w hen 
received by the A ssem bly , shall be printed in the A ppendix o f  the M inutes o f  that A ssem bly .

13. That the G eneral A ssem bly  allow  the SCJB  to continue the study o f  guidelines fo r debating  jud icia l 
com m ission  reports under B C O  15-3 and to report to the Tw elfth  G eneral A ssem bly.

14. That the G eneral A ssem bly  reconsider the advisability  o f  establish ing  Executive C om m ittees.
G R O U N D S:

1. T he use o f executive com m ittees tends naturally  to  concentrate  the decision  m aking p rocess in 
the hands o f a sm all num ber o f people. T his is not consistent w ith the philosophy underly ing  
the constitutional docum ents.

2. M ost o f  the C om m ittees and A gencies* o f the G eneral A ssem bly  have no apparent need or 
desire to use executive com m ittees. O f the few  com m ittees w hich have expressed  a possible 
desire to do  so, none have dem onstrated  e ithe r a c lear need , o r that the benefits outw eigh the 
disadvantages. (*The p rior guidelines adopted regarding Jo in ing  and R eceiving exem pt 
C ovenant Theological Sem inary and C ovenant C ollege from  the effect o f this recom m enda
tion .)

15. (T o be proposed if the G eneral A ssem bly determ ines to allow  the use o f Executive C om m ittees.)
That the Bylaw s be am ended by adding a new  A rticle V and by renum bering  present A rticles V through 
VIII and VI through IX respectively . The new A rticle V shall read:
“ V. A rticle V. Executive C om m ittees.

Section 1. It is the expressed  intention o f  these B ylaw s that the affairs o f  the C orporation  be 
conducted  as m uch as possible through the functioning o f  full C om m ittees, B oards, and A gencies 
appointed by the G eneral A ssem bly. H ow ever, any o f these C om m ittees, B oards, A gencies m ay 
petition the G eneral A ssem bly, through the appropria te  C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners, for au tho 
rization to form  an Executive C om m ittee to conduct u rgent interim  b usiness o f  the full C om m ittees, 
B oards, and A gencies, show ing good cause for its request.
Section 2. Executive C om m ittees, if used, shall function  only in accord w ith the fo llow ing 
provisions:
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a. Executive C om m ittees shall be com posed o f at least one-third (1/3) o f  the m em bers o f the full 
C om m ittee , Board o r A gency. T w o-th irds (2/3) o f the m em bers o f  the Executive C om m ittee 
shall constitu te a quorum .

b. Executive C om m ittee  m eetings shall be in addition to  regularly  scheduled  m eetings o f the full 
C o m m ittee , Board o r A gency as prescribed  by these B ylaw s o r by the G eneral A ssem b ly , and 
shall not be used as a substitute for them .

c. Executive C om m ittee actions shall not be final until review ed and approved by the full 
C om m ittee . Board o r A gency at its next regu lar m eeting. M inutes o f  the Executive C om m it
tee m eetings shall be attached to , o r m ade an integral p a n  o f, the M inutes o f  the full 
C om m ittee for subm ission  to the G eneral A ssem bly.

16. That the assignm ent to study provisions o f the M TW  M anual regarding the calling  o f  m issionaries for 
revision as am endm ents to the BCO  be recom m itted  to the SCJB for another year fo r study in consultation  
with M TW  with a report to be m ade to the tw elfth  G eneral A ssem bly.

17. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the follow ing report o f  the SCJB  with regard to the M inutes o f 
W estern  C arolinas Presbytery and accept it as the action o f the G eneral A ssem bly: (the fo llow ing m inutes 
are extracts from  the M inutes o f  the SC JB . July 17. 1982, and M arch 18 and 19, 1983).

1. " A  convening m eeting o f the Perm anent Sub com m ittee  on Judicial B usiness w as held by
conference call. July 17, 1982, . . . .
“ W ithout ob jec tion , the chairm an m ade the follow ing w ork assignm ent in regard  to the item s o f 
business .......

“ d. T E  S napp. chairm an , and RE W ells :. . .# 1 5  (R eview  the M inutes o f W estern  C arolinas P resby
te ry ) ."

2. “ In accordance w ith the action o f  the Sub com m ittee  on Judicial B usiness (see M inu tes, February
12. 1983, V II, J ) . . . .  the Sub com m ittee  met fo r a  Stated M eeting  at the A irport H ow ard Johnsons, 
A tlanta, G eorgia , M arch 18 and 19, 1983.
“ T E  Snapp presented the report o f the study com m ittee . T he report was adopted  with the 
recom m endation  that W estern  C arolinas Presbytery be d irected  to m eet in a special m eeting to 
rectify  the entire  m atter w ith reference to E xception #1  (1/20/81 M inutes— p. 5 M US report, 
paragraph 2, line 6: and 4/25/81 M inutes. M US report, page 2. line 7ff), and to report their action to 
the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  in accordance w ith the R ules fo r A ssem bly  O p e ra tio n s ."  
M inutes approved w ithout notation o r exception: Septem ber 16, 1981.
M inutes approved w ith notations: N ovem ber 17, 1981.
M inutes approved with exception:

1. January  20 . 1981, p. 5 , M US report, paragraph 2, line 6 , and;
2. A pril 25. 1981, page 2. M US report, line 7ff.

N o ev idence that supply pastor at M t. C elo  w as ever exam ined by presbytery . No 
m ention is m ade o f  the renew al o f  supply re la tionsh ip , assum ing the supply pasto r had 
been exam ined  by the presbytery.

3. A ugust 15. 1981: In the report o f the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  that met A ugust 8. 
1981, it is reported that T E  T ay lor m et with the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion  regarding 
the com plain t against him  that w as d iscussed as the next Presbytery  m eeting w ith the 
possib ility  that the recom m endation  o f the C om m ittee was influenced.

4. N o evidence that the exceptions to the 1980 M inutes had been corrected . T hese 
exceptions are recorded in the M 9G A , p. 147: “ 21. W estern  C arolinas— January  15, 
1980. p. 9 . No. 4 - A llow ed stated supply to continue serving a church  longer than one 
year w ithout the request o f the session o r review  o f P resbytery —  D ecem ber 18, 1980—  
purpose o f the called  m eeting not s ta te d ."

5. No directory  o f presbytery is provided.
6. No roll o f  presbytery is provided.
7. No list o f  cand idates is provided.
8. N o list o f  licentiates is provided.
9. No copy o f standing rules is provided.

18. That the Rules for A ssem bly O perations be am ended as follows:
Item  1. Adopt a new C hapter IX . w hich shall read:
“ IX. T he C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontrol o f  Presbyteries.
9 -1. It is the right and the duty o f the G eneral A ssem bly  to rev iew . at least once a year, the records o f  the 

presbyteries o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica. (BCO 40-1)
9-2. In o rder to facilitate  a careful perform ance o f this right and duty , the G eneral A ssem bly  shall assign 

the responsib ility  to a com m ittee , w hich shall be know n as the C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontro l o f 
P resbyteries. The operation  o f this com m ittee shall be considered  a G eneral A ssem bly  expense.
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9-3 . The C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontrol o f P resbyteries shall be com prised  o f  one representative  
from  each p resbytery  elected  by the presbytery in the m anner set forth  in B C O  14-1-11 for the 
election  o f  the N om inating  C om m ittee. A person w ho is serving as a m em ber o f  o r on  the staff o f 
one o f the perm anent com m ittees, subcom m ittees, o r boards o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall not be 
ineligible to serve on  this com m ittee.

9-4. T he C om m ittee shall be scheduled  to m eet p rior to the opening session o f the A ssem bly , usually  at 
the sam e tim e during  w hich the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners shall be m eeting.

9-5 . A chairm an and v ice-chairm an fo r the follow ing year shall be elected  by the com m ittee from  
m em bers who shall be serving the second year o f  their term .

9-6 . T he C om m ittee shall assem ble at the p roper tim e in its assigned room , elect a secretary , and , if 
desired , som eone to  give the report, appoin t such subcom m ittees as m ay be necessary , and begin  its 
w ork in accordance w ith B C O  40-2ff. and as set forth in this chapter.

9-7. T he chairm an o f  the C om m ittee , o r a m em ber o f the C om m ittee e lected  fo r the purpose, shall 
present the report o f  the C om m ittee to the A ssem bly.

9-8. T he report o f the C om m ittee shall be concise. It shall include the following:
1. A list o f  the M inutes, by P resbyteries, received  by the C om m ittee.
2. A list o f  the P resbyteries w hich have not subm itted  M inutes, if any.
3. A report concerning  the M inutes o f each Presbytery.
4 . Any recom m endation  to the A ssem bly . A statem ent o f the d iv ision  o f the vote on  each

recom m endation  shall be included. Any recom m endation  w hich m ay affect the budget o f the
A ssem bly shall be referred  to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on A dm inistra tion .

5. A list o f m em bers present.
9-9. The com pleted  report o f  the C om m ittee shall be prepared and handled  in the sam e m anner as reports 

o f  the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners as set forth  in RA O  8-11.
9-10. N o partial report o f the C om m ittee shall be presented w ithout the consent o f the A ssem bly.
9-11. G uidelines for the subm ission and distribution  o f the M inutes o f Presbyteries.

1. The S tated C lerk  o f each  presbytery is to provide the S tated  C lerk o f the G eneral A ssem bly  
w ith three (3) cop ies o f  all the m inutes that are to be review ed.

2. The m inutes that are to be review ed shall ord inarily  include the m inutes o f  all presbytery 
m eetings that have been held up  to seventy-five (75) days p rior to the opening o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly (see B C O  40-1).

3. The m inutes that are to be review ed shall be m ailed to the office  o f  the S tated C lerk o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly not less than sixty (60) days p rior to the opening  o f the A ssem bly.

4. The S tated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , in consultation  w ith the C hairm an o f  the 
C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontrol o f  Presbyteries, is to  distribute copies o f the m inutes to the 
m em bers o f the C om m ittee no later than thirty (30) days prior to the opening o f the A ssem bly 
in such a m anner that at least tw o m em bers o f the C om m ittee  shall read the m inutes o f  each 
Presbytery.

5. T he m em bers o f  the C om m ittee are to read the m inutes assigned to them , to prepare a report 
concerning  each set o f  m inutes utilizing a form  provided by the S tated C lerk  o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly , and to report at the tim e o f the m eeting o f the C om m ittee.

9-12. T he Stated C lerks o f  the presbyteries, o r their representa tives, are to be p repared  to m eet w ith the 
C om m ittee to  answ er questions and to clarify  any d iscrepancy possib le. Any d iscrepancy that is in 
substance an exception  (see 9-13) shall alw ays be reported  to the A ssem bly.

9-13. G uidelines for E xam ining Presbytery M inutes (sam e as present 8-17 except as follow s).
1. unchanged , except that (a) should have attached a cita tion  w hich should read (see B C O  40-2).
2. unchanged
3. om it and renum ber
4. unchanged
5. The C om m ittee shall prepare a report concerning  the M inutes o f  each  P resbytery. The filling 

out o f a form , designed for the purpose and approved by the A ssem bly , shall m eet the 
requirem ent o f this section . A fter action by the A ssem bly , the orig inal shall be retained by the 
S tated C lerk  in a perm anent file , one copy shall be sent by the S tated C lerk to the particu lar 
p resbytery , and a second copy shall be kept in the records o f the C om m ittee , w hich shall be 
m aintained in a suitable b inder and shall be retained by the Stated  C lerk  betw een A ssem blies.

6. unchanged.
7. unchanged.
8. unchanged.

9-14. G uidelines for K eeping Presbytery M inutes (sam e as present 8-16 except as follow s)
I . The M inutes o f Presbytery  shall be kept in a lock-type record  book o r if  p rin ted , be bound. In

e ither case , the pages shall be num bered.
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2. T he M inutes o f Presbytery  should be neat and legible and shall be p rin ted , typew ritten , or 
reproduced from  typew ritten  m asters.

3 .-8 . unchanged.
9. The S tated C lerk o f each Presbytery  is responsib le for the custody o f the M inutes o f the 

P resbytery . He is responsib le  fo r presenting  to The G eneral A ssem bly  fo r its rev iew  all the 
M inutes o f the Presbytery w hich have been approved by the Presbytery  and w hich have not 
been previously review ed by the G eneral A ssem bly . If  a Presbytery has its M inutes bound at 
regular in tervals. M inutes o f  m eetings w hich w ere held before the tim e set in 9-11 m ay be 
subm itted as reproductions o f  the typew ritten  orig inals.

10. At least once a y ear, the M inutes o f the Presbytery should include a copy o f the G uidelines for 
K eeping Presbytery M inutes and a copy o f the report received  from  the S tated C lerk  o f the 
G eneral A ssem bly  concerning the M inutes review ed by the A ssem bly.
Item  2. Add to 8-1 in line 2 (p. 367, M 9thG A ) after "e x ce p t reports o f "  and before  " A d  
Interim  C o m m itte e s ,"  " T h e  C om m ittees on Review  and C ontro l o f P resbyteries a n d " . 
Item  3. R em ove from  8-1, the listing o f a C om m ittee o f C om m issioners fo r R eview  and 
C ontro l o f  P resbyteries (item  10) and renum ber the rem ainder.
Ite m 4 . R em ove 8-15. R eview  o f  Presbytery M inutes, (adopted  by T enth  G eneral A ssem bly .) 
Item  5. R em ove 8-16. G uidelines for Exam ining  Presbytery M inutes.
Item  6. Rem ove 8-17. G uidelines for Exam ining  Presbytery  M inutes.
Item  7. R enum ber present IX , X . X I, and X II, respectively , as X . X I, X II, and X III ."
By consensus the recom m endation  w as that im plem entation w ould include the appoin tm ent 
o f  a convener for the first year by the m oderator o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.

19. That C ase # 1 , a com plain t o f  T E  R obert L. R eym ond, e t a l., against Illiana P resbytery , be found in order 
and that a jud icia l com m ission  be e lected  to adjudicate the case.

20. That C ase # 2 ,  a c o m p a lin to f  RE V al H. B arlem an, J r .,  e ta l . ,  against the Presbytery  o f the A scension , be 
found in order and that a judicia l com m ission  be e lected  to adjudicate the case.

21. That C ase # 4 ,  a com plain t o f  T E  B ruce R. Finn against D elm arva P resbytery , be found in o rder and that a 
jud ic ia l com m ission  be elected  to adjudicate the case.

22. T hat C ase # 5 ,  a com plain t o f T E  G eorge W . K night, III, el al. against S t. Louis P resbytery  be found in 
order and that a jud ic ia l com m ission  be e lected  to adjudicate the case.

23. T hat C ase # 1 , a com plain t o f  R E Stark  P. W ilbor, et al. against N orth G eorg ia  P resbytery , be found in 
order and that a jud ic ia l com m ission  be e lected  to adjudicate the case.

24. That C ase # 9 ,  im properly styled as an appeal from  the Session o f the V illage C hapel Presbyterian  
C hurch , be received  as a com plain t, therefore the action o f  E astern C arolina Presbytery  against w hich the 
com plain t is lodged is not suspended (see B C O  43-2); and that the com plain t not be found in o rder fo r lack 
o f  supporting  reasons (see B C O  43-4; 42-4).

25. That C ase #11 , a com plain t o f  T E  Erw in M orrison against Philadelphia P resbytery , be found in o rder and 
that a jud icia l com m ission  be e lected  to adjudicate the case.

26. That the Interim  A dvice o f the SCJB in response to Reference 1 from  the Session  o f the N ew  Life 
Presbyterian  C hurch  o f C harlo tte . N orth C aro lina , dated  July 2 , 1982, be ratified.
" I t  is the opin ion  o f the Subcom m ittee on Judicial B usiness that it w ould be im proper fo r the 
Subcom m ittee to predeterm ine m atters regarding w hich a com plain t has been filed o r about w hich a 
C om m ission  has been appointed; therefore , the Perm anent Subcom m ittee on Judicial B usiness refers the 
m tter to the Judicial C om m ission  o f C entra l C aro lina  P resbytery. ”  (N ote: See a lso  R ecom m endation  31).

27. That the fo llow ing interim  advice o f the SCJB  in response to R eference 2 from  G u lf C oast P resbytery , 
dated  O ctober 16, 1982, be ratified:
Q U E ST IO N  1: " I s  the Presbytery denied the right to exam ine a m an and to  judge  him  to  be in e rro r or 
heretical on the basis o f  C hap ter 19 o f  the W estm inster C onfession o f  F a ith , and particu larly  on the basis 
o f C hap ter 19. paragraph 4 ? "
No. the jud ic ia l decision  o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly did not deny this right o f  the P resbytery . Such a 
judgm en t should be supported by specific ev idence so that the e rro r o r heresy m ight be d em onstra ted  and 
proved. It should be noted that both jud ic ia l decisions and in thesi statem ents are alike in that they are 
in terpretation o f G o d 's  W ord m ade by a court o f the Church. W hile they do  not supersede the 
C onstitu tion , they m ust be subm itted to unless they contradict the C onstitu tion  and the W ord. It has only 
recently  been d iscovered  that the M inutes o f  the Seventh  G enera l A ssem b ly  are incorrect on page 115. 
R ecom m endation  22, paragraph c , should read:

‘ That the G eneral A ssem bly  affirm  that no particu lar view  o f  the application  o f  the jud icia l law  for 
today should be m ade a basis for o rthodoxy o r excluded as heresy in so fa r as this view  is in accord 
w ith paragraph a a b o v e ."

Paragraph a .,  w hich is c ited , reads:
“ That since the term  theonom y’ in its s im plest defin ition  m eans G o d 's  L a w ',  the G eneral
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A ssem bly  affirm s the W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith , C hap ter 19. and L arger  C atech ism , 
Q uestions 93-150. as a broad but adequate defin ition  o f th eo n o m y ."

Q U E ST IO N  2: "A re  all view s defining them selves by the term  ‘theonom y’ excluded as a basis for 
exam ination  for licensure o r o rd ina tion?"
T he Statem ent o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly notes that theonom y has vary ing  defin itions.

"T h e re  is no single w ell-defined school o f thought know n as 'T h e o n o m y '. T he term  sim ply m eans 
‘G o d 's  law ’. G reat difficu lties arise in defin ing  the term  in ou r p resent theological clim ate because 
it has been used in a great variety o f w ays by thinkers as liberal as Paul T illich and as conservative  as 
H erm an R id d e rb o s ."  (M 7 G A , p. 194.)
N either the Statem ent o f  the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly  on "theonom y" nor the jud ic ia l decision  
o f  the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly e lim inated view s o f " th e o n o m y "  from  theological exam inations. 
N o view  o f  the application o f the judicia l law contrary  to W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith , C hap ter 
19, paragraph 4 . is acceptable.

Q U E ST IO N  3: “A re all view s o f  the applicability  o f G o d 's  jud icia l law for today to be regarded  as 
acceptable in the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica?"
All view s o f the application  o f  the judicia l law not contrary  to W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith . C hap ter
19. paragraph 4 , are to  be regarded as acceptable w ithin the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica. 
Q U E ST IO N  4: “How  is the directive that G u lf C oast is ‘to give direct guidance to M r. Fell concerning  
any defic iencies o f  theology in reference to specific B iblical and confessional m atters prior to his 
exam ination  for o rd ina tion ' to be related to current procedures prescribed in the B C O  concerning 
exam ination  fo r o rd in a tio n ?"
The jud ic ia l decision  o f the T enth G eneral A ssem bly w as not intended to add to the norm al procedures, 
but s im ply to rem ind the Presbytery o f its o rd inary  responsib ilities o f  candidate oversight (see BC O  18-1, 
18-4, and M 9G A . page 142) O nly the one year o f  licensure requirem ent o f the new  procedures has been 
exem pted  for cand idates o r sem inarians already in process.
Q U E ST IO N  5: " A re  the penal sanctions o f the jud icia l law s o f the O ld T estam ent, such as those found in 
D euteronom y 13, part o f the general equity and, therefo re , are they to be applied today as they w ere to the 
State o f Israel, assum ing the governm ent was a righteous governm ent according to the truth o f  G o d ? "  
Princip les w hich m ay be draw n from  the judicia l laws o f  the O ld Testam ent are part o f the general equity  
o f  the law . H ow ever, it may o r m ay not be p roper to state that the penal sanctions m ust be carried  out in 
the express m anner as set forth , as in the given reference, in D euteronom y 13.
28. That Reference 3 from  the Session o f the First Presbyterian C hurch o f  D othan, A labam a, be 

answ ered  by reference to the proposed am endm ent to B C O  24-9 (see R ecom m endation  3) and the 
fo llow ing response:
"Inasm uch as the phrase retaining full priv ileges o f  his o ffice ' in B C O  24-9 cou ld  be in terpreted  to 

m ean that the e lder o r deacon em eritus could exercise the right to vote, the SCJB  is recom m ending 
that the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly am end B C O  24-9 to provide that the e lder o r deacon em eritus 
m ay attend session o r deacon m eetings respectively , and m ay participate fully in the d iscussion; but 
m ay not v o te ."

29 That the request stated in the letters o f  the Sessions o f the O lathe Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica . 
O lathe, K ansas, and the B ible Presbyterian C hurch, M errill, W isconsin , g rouped as R eference # 4 .  
that the appropriate G eneral A ssem bly com m ittee consider the d ifferent exegeses o f Scripture 
concerning  d ivorce be answ ered in the negative.
G R O U N D S:

1. W estm inster C onfession o f  F aith . X X IV , V I, is c lear that only "a d u lte ry , o r such w ilful 
desertion as can no way be rem edied by the church , o r civil m agistrate, "  are lawful grounds 
for divorce.

2. T here  is am biguity  as to exactly  w hat constitu tes "w ilfu l d e se rtio n " .
3. N either partv has exhausted  p roper constitutional process to resolve the conflict (see BC O  

32-9 . 40-5).
4. Both parties should be referred to the report o f the R PC ES S tudy C om m ittee  on D ivorce and 

R em arriage (D ocum ents o f  Synod: Study P apers an d  A ctions o f  the R eform ed  P resbyterian  
C hurch. E vangelical Synod—1965-1982, pp. 199— 204) and the report o f  the A d-in terim  
T heological C om m ittee on D ivorce (M 7 G A , 7-42, p. I06ff).

30. That the interim  advice o f the SCJB to Reference 5 from  G race Presbytery regarding B C O  18-7 and 
dual candidacy be ratified:

"The first sentence o f BC O  18-7, 'T he Presbytery m ay, upon application o f  the cand idate , give a 
certificate o f dism ission  to another P resby tery ', would indicate that the purpose o f the provision  in the 
w hole paragraph is to  allow  the candidate to becom e a candidate o f  another Presbytery  w hile retaining 
m em bership  in his hom e church. T his paragraph does not allow  for dual can d id ac y ,' although B C O  19-1 
and 19-5 allow  for m ultiple licensure. Approval o f  both presbyteries is required , first o f a ll. for
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dism ission  by the Presbytery o f  the hom e church; and secondly , for p roper reception  by the receiv ing  
P resbytery . T he provisions o f BC O  18-2 indicate ‘Every applicant fo r the m inistry  m ust put h im self under 
the care o f P resbytery , w hich should ord inarily  be the Presbytery that has ju risd ic tion  o f  the church  o f 
w hich he is m em b er.' O nly one Presbytery  should have ju risd ic tion . 'N o  m an can serve tw o m a ste rs .' "
31. That the interim  advice to R eference 6 from  C entral C arolina  P resbytery , dated  January  26, 1983,

be ratified:
I. G eneral O bservations:

I The situation in C entral C arolina  Presbytery regarding m atters at N ew  Life Presbyterian  
C hurch is extrem ely  confusing .

2. The record o f the case , as subm itted  (on January  26 . 1983). is incom plete.
3. Serious errors seem s to have been com m itted  by all parties concerned.
4. The Session o f N ew Life Presbyterian  C hurch appears to have vio lated  the intent o f  the 

BC O  in suspending and rem oving m em bers from  the roll.
II. A dvice (B inding  on parties in conflic t until the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly):

1. That C entral C arolina  Presbytery  suspend the Session  o f  the N ew  L ife Presbyterian  
C hurch; assum e orig inal ju risd ic tion  o f the New Life Presbyterian  C hurch  as soon as 
possible and until the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly w ith a view  to  m aintain ing  the 
sp iritual, physical, and fiscal integrity  o f  the New Life Presbyterian  C hurch ; and enjo in  
all m em bers o f the New L ife Presbyterian  C hurch to fulfill their m em bersh ip  vow s o f 
faithful attendance and financial support.

2. That the Session  and congregation  o f  New Life Presbyterian  C hurch  take no action  until 
d irected  by C entral C aro lina  Presbytery o r a com m ission  o f  that Presbytery  as o f 
February 12, 1983.

III. R ecom m endation  to the E leventh G eneral Assem bly:
1. T hat a judicia l com m ission  be appointed to adjudicate all related m atters, including

Reference 6 . C ase 6 , C ase 8, and C ase 10, and m ake final d isposition  o f all related 
questions; AN D
That C ase 6 . a com plain t o f  T E  D avid A lexander; C ase 8 , a com plain t o f  T E  Jack 
E ubanks, el a l.:  C ase 10, a com plain t o f  D avid L ockw ood, et a l.: and C ase 12. a 
com plain t o f T E  Jack E ubanks, el a l . ; against C entral C arolina  P resbytery  be found in 
order and be referred to the jud icia l com m ission  elected  to adjudicate R eference 6 and 
related questions.
Note: C ase 6 and C ase 10 have technical problem s o f  form : T E  A lex an d er's  status as a 
com plainant is uncertain  and the com plain t m ay have been p rem ature  in that it w as filed 
against the action o f  a com m ission  that had not yet reported  to  presbytery  (see BC O  
15-1); and C ase 10 w as undated.
H ow ever, in view  o f  the com plexity  o f  the m atter (the record  o f the case filed  with 
R eference 6 has about tw o hundred pages o f docum ents), the e lim inating  o f any 
m aterials fo r technical reasons w ould render the record  incom plete and m ight possibly 
be prejudicial.

32. That the interim  advice o f the SCJB  to R eference 7 from  the Session  o f the V illage C hapel 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica o f New B em , N orth C arolina , be ratified:
R egarding questions one through six (o f the letter dated M arch 1, 1983,): it w ould be im proper for 
the SCJB  to respond to questions that m ay properly be redressed  through com plain t o r review  and 
contro l o f Presbytery.
R egarding question  seven: C ongregational m eetings m ay be called for o ther purposes than stated  in 
the question. BC O  25-2 states that a congregational m eeting m ay be called  for anyth ing  w hich 
"may seem  for the best interests o f  the church . "

G R O U N D S:
1. It w as the opin ion  o f  the SC JB  that the questions in this letter w ere proposed on  the basis o f 

actions that may have been taken by Eastern C arolina  P resbytery. T herefo re, any answ ers 
m ight have p rejudiced  p roper possible constitutional procedures. If  these questions had been 
com pletely  neutra l, answ ers m ight have been proposed.

2. In view  o f the fact that question  seven involved a strict in terpretation  o f the B C O . the answ er 
above w as proposed.

33. That O verture 1 from  Southw est Presbytery regarding BC O  25-11 be referred  to the C om m ittee  o f  
C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the inform ation that the o verture  involves an am endm ent 
to the B C O  that w as rejected by the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly.

34. That O verture 3 from  the Presbytery  o f  Southern  Florida regarding an am endm ent to B C O  46-5 be 
referred  to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial Business.
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35. That O verture 4 from  the Presbytery o f Philadelphia regarding  a defin ition  o f " o u t o f b o u n d s"  and 
presbytery oversight o f calls outside o f  ju risd ic tion  be referred to the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners 
on Judicial B usiness with a recom m endation  that it be answ ered  by reference to BC O  20-1 and to the 
proposed B C O  am endm ent in R ecom m endation  9.

36. That O verture 6 from  O klahom a Presbytery regarding a clarification  on B C O  10-3 be referred  to the 
C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  tht the overture  be 
answ ered in the negative w ith reference to BC O  10-3.

37. That O verture  7 from  O klahom a Presbytery regarding a B C O  am endm ent concerning  Presbytery 
M inutes be referred to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m en
dation  that it be answ ered by R ecom m endation  18.

38. That O verture 8 from  Illiana Presbytery requesting that the G eneral A ssem bly rescind a portion  o f 
the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly 's  in thesi statem ent on "T h e o n o m y "  be referred  to the C om m ittee  
o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that it be answ ered  in the 
negative, w ith reference to the interim  advice o f the SCJB  on R eference 2 from  G u lf C oast 
Presbytery (see R ecom m endation  27) and the answ er to O verture 9 (see R ecom m endation  39). 
G R O U N D S:

1. The record o f the Seventh G eneral A ssem bly ’s in thesi statem ent on " T h e o n o m y "  in the 
M 7GA  w as not correct in that a very specific lim it regarding acceptable view s o f  "T h e -  
o n o m y "  was om itted  is.ee M 7G A , 7 -49. p. 115, 22c): " in  so far as this view  is in accord  w ith 
paragraph a a b o v e ."  T his e rro r w as not noted until the SCJB began studying  R eference 2.

2. P resbyteries have the liberty w ithin the param eters o f  the C onfession  o f  Faith .
39. That O verture  9 from  G u lf C oast Presbytery requesting  that the G eneral A ssem bly  rescind  the 

Seventh G eneral A ssem bly’s in thesi statem ent on "T h e o n o m y ”  be referred to the C om m ittee  o f  
C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness with the recom m endation  that the overture  be answ ered  in the 
negative on the grounds that any further action on this m atter should be handled  through jud icia l 
process.

40. That O verture  10 from  G race Presbytery regarding  an am endm ent to B C O  19-2-C be referred  to the 
C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that it be answ ered  in 
the negative w ith reference to B C O  21-4.
G R O U N D S:

1. A s B C O  21-4 presently  reads, if the am endm ent proposed by this overture  w ere adopted , it 
w ould be possible that a candidate could be ordained w ithout ever being exam ined before the 
Presbytery except in the area o f theology.

41. That O verture 11 from  G race Presbytery be referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial 
B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that the w ord " s c ru p le "  be changed to the w ord ’ ’re se rv a tio n ."

42. That O verture 14 from  the Presbytery o f  the Southw est regarding  the am endm ents to B C O  8 and 15 
proposed by the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly and sent to the presbyteries for advice and consent be 
referred to the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the recom m endation  that the 
G eneral assem bly  be advised to reject the proposed am endm ents: that the w hole m atter be 
recom m itted  to the SCJB for further study in consultation  with M TW  to report to the T w elfth  
G eneral A ssem bly; and that the authorization "to instruct, exam ine, and license cand idates fo r the 
gospel m inistry  in accordance with B C O  14-6”  (M 10G A . 10-91 p. 119) be extended.
G R O U N D :

1. T he O verture from  the Presbytery o f the Southw est raises serious questions w hich arc not 
addressed by the proposed am endm ents.

43 . That O verture 15 from  the Presbytery o f  the Southw est regarding BC O  13-2 and labor ou t-of-bounds 
be referred to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial Business.

44 . That O verture 20 from  C alvary Presbytery regarding T E  expenses at G eneral assem bly  be referred 
to the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness.

45 . That O verture 21 from  Illiana Presbytery regarding C hurch M em bership be referred to the 
C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners w ithout recom m endation  w ith regard to its substance; and th a t. if the 
G eneral A ssem bly desires such am endm ents, the m atter be referred to the SCJB  for refinem ent.

46 . That O verture 22 from  Illiana regarding M em bership V ow s be referred to the C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners on Judicial Business with recom m endations w ith regard to its substance; and that, 
if the G eneral A ssem bly  desires such an am endm ent, the m atter be referred to the SC JB  for 
refinem ent.

47 . That O verture 25 from  G reat Lakes P resbytry regarding an election  o f  Ruling E lder C om m issioners 
to Presbytery by Presbytery be referred to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness 
with a recom m endation  that it be answ ered in the negative on the grounds that 1) the proposed 
am endm ent may contradict paragraph 2 o f  B C O  13-1 w hich m akes provision  for m ultiple RE 
representation  elected  by the churches; and 2) the proposal does not allow  sessions to choose their 
com m issioners.
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48. T hat O verture 26 from  G reat Lakes Presbytery concering corresponding  and v isiting  b rethren  be 
referred to the com m ittee  o f  C om m issioners w ith the recom m endation  that the overture  be 
answ ered  in the negative on the ground that the current provisions o f B C O  13-12 are adequate  and 
allow  Presbyteries to seat w hom soever they w ill.

49 . T hat the fo llow ing interim  advice in regards to R eference 8 from  the Sessions o f  the L akeshore and 
P rovidence Presbyterian  C hurches regarding  the relation o f the interim  advice in regard  to 
R eference 6 (see R ecom m endation  31) to the business o f a called  m eeting o f C entral C arolina  
Presbytery  be ratified:
" I t  w as the in tention o f the SCJB in recom m ending that the Eleventh G eneral A ssem bly  appoint a 
jud icia l com m ission  to adjudicate all related  m atters that the entire m atter be held in abeyance until 
the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly; and
that the SC JB  advises C entral C aro lina  Presbytery that the m em bers o f  N LPC  w ho m ay have been 
im properly dism issed  should be considered  m em bers o f  N LPC pending final ad jud ication , that 
C entra l C arolinas Presbytery could  d isso lve the pastoral re la tionship  under m ost ex traordinary  
c ircum stances in a c lear case for the good o f the church , but that the SC JB  believes it is not 
advisable o r p roper at this tim e to d issolve the relationship . C entral C arolina  Presbytery  is to note in 
the interim  advice o f the S C JB , February 12, 1983, that the Presbytery is to 'en jo in  all m em bers o f 
the N LPC to fulfil their m em bership  vow s o f faithful attendance and financial s u p p o r t ." '

50. T hat the follow ing advice to the S tated  C lerk  regarding the G eneral A ssem bly ’s " re v ie w "  o f 
C ovenan t T heological Sem inary be ratified:
" I t  is the understanding  o f  the SC JB  that the w ord " re v ie w ”  (see M 9G A , 9 -43 , III, J , 5 , i, p. 100) in 
the Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing A greem ent m eans that the G eneral A ssem bly  has the final responsib ility  
in regards to decisions relating to C ovenant Theological S em in a ry ."
(N O TE : see a lso  R ecom m endation  51)

51. T hat the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  direct the C O A  to establish  guidlines for a w orking  re la
tionsh ip  and due process betw een C ovenan t C ollege and C ovenant T heological Sem inary  and the 
courts o f the PCA. The study should be done in consultation  with the boards o f  C ovenan t C ollege 
and C ovenant T heological Sem inary.

52 . That the follow ing interim  advice given to Southw est Presbytery in relation  to R eference 7 
concerning  Presbytery approval o f changes in the term s o f  m in iste rs ' calls  be ratified:
"B C O  20-1 indicates that Presbytery  m ust approve the call o f  a pastor. The call estab lishes the 
re la tionship  o f the pastor to the calling  body. The BC O  is silent concerning  am ending  the call; 
how ever, in as m uch as the initial re la tionship  m ust be approved by P resbytery , it w ould  follow  that 
if  any changes are m ade in the orig inal call, the Presbytery w ould necessarily  have to approve the 
changes in the call for the pro tection  o f both the pasto r and the calling  b o d y ."

53. That O verture  28 from  C entral F lorida Presbytery regarding  procedures fo r voting on B C O  
am endm ents be referred  to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the 
recom m endation  that it be answ ered  in the negative on  the ground that the proposal cou ld  result in 
g rea te r confusion  and con trad iction  if one portion o f related am endm ents failed and ano ther portion 
passed.

54. That O verture 29 from  St. Louis Presbytery  regarding an advisory editorial com m ittee  be referred 
to the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness with the recom m endation  that it be 
answ ered  in the negative on the ground  that several previous efforts to w rite broad revisions to the 
BC O  have been rejected w hereas specific changes have often been approved.

55. That C om m unication  3 from  New R iver Presbytery concerning  confessional subscrip tion  be 
referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ithout recom m endation .

56. R ecom m endation  56. That O verture  34 from  C entral C arolina Presbytery  regarding  the am endm ent 
o f  B C O  24 be referred to the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness w ith the 
inform ation that the G eneral A ssem bly  has taken action previously  on  the m atter (see M 7G A , 7-41, 
III, 27 , page 105; and M 8G A , 8 -88 , V , 12, page 118).

57. R ecom m endation  57. T hat O vertu re  35 from  C entral C arolina  Presbytery regarding  an am endm ent 
o f  B C O  13 be answ ered in the negative on the ground that it is not tim ely because o f  a pending  
jud icia l case before the A ssem bly . Should the A ssem bly determ ine that such a provision  is 
desirab le, the m atter should be referred  back to the Sub-com m ittee on Judicial B usiness for 
im provem ent o f  language and provisions o f  the am endm ent.
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APPENDIX I

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO 
NORTH AMERICA TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

INTRODUCTION

The rem arkable Ihing about the tim e between the Tenth and the Eleventh G eneral A ssem blies is " th e  un ity  o f 
the spirit through the bond o f p e ac e ."  Ephesians 4 :3. Through actions taken by S ynod, A ssem bly  and the 
presbyteries o f tw o denom inations one body was created w hich , in its hom e m ission en terprise , has operated  as 
though it has alw ays been onel In the task of p reparing " G o d ’s people for w orks o f serv ice , so that the body o f 
Christ may be built up . . " ,  there has been a great m easure o f success as will be shown by this report. O ur 
gratitude is to  G od and we hum bly look to H im  as we seek " th e  full m easure of perfection  found in C h ris t."
I. T he C om m ittee —  It is im portant that the A ssem bly understand the organization  o f its C om m ittee  on 
M ission to N orth A m erica if it is to understand the various functions o f the C om m ittee , how they relate to  each  
other, their accom plishm ents and their consum ption o f the A ssem bly 's resources. The C om m ittee now has 14 
m em bers and tw o alternates. It also has had, in the last year, e ight subcom m ittee m em bers representing  the two 
Boards w hose m inistries were accepted by this A ssem bly. We have, therefore , been able to div ide the m inistries 
o f the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica am ong three G eneral Service Subcom m ittees and five 
Specialized  Service Subcom m ittees. There are under G eneral Service: a) church  p lan ting , bl e thnic church 
p lan ting , c) adm in istra tion , finance and long-range planning . U nder Specialized Service there are: a) evange
lism , b) w orks o f mercy, c) Five M illion Fund, d | cam pus m in istries, e) the chaplaincies. Each o f the 24 m en 
assigned to the C om m ittee on M NA serves on one G eneral Service Subcom m ittee and one Specialized  Service 
Sub-C om m ittee. A lthough the volum e o f our work has grown trem endously in the last few years, this 
organization  pattern perm its us to com plete all o f our work in the usual tw o days a llo tted  for each C om m ittee  
m eeting. It should be m ade clear that no subcom m ittee m akes a final decision  but only  recom m ends actions to 
be taken by the full C om m ittee.
II. A dm inistration  and O ffice —  The functional positions o f ou r key staff parallel the structural d iv isions of 
ou r subcom m ittees. Terry G yger is the C oordinator o f C hurch D evelopm ent and w orks with the Subcom m ittee 
on C hurch P lanting . D w ight L inton is our C oordinator o f Special M inistries and w orks w ith both the Ethnic 
C hurch  P lanting  Subcom m ittee and the W orks of M ercy Subcom m ittee . Philip  C lark , the C oord ina to r o f the 
C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica, together w ith C ecil B rooks. C oordinator o f C hurch R elations, work 
w ith the Sub-C om m ittee on A dm inistration, Finance and Long-R ange P lanning. K ennedy Sm artt, C oordinator 
o f E vangelism , w orks w ith the Subcom m ittee on Evangelism  and R ichard A eschlim an. D irector o f Five 
M illion Fund during 1982, worked with the Five M illion Fund Subcom m ittee. Cecil B rooks now has that duty. 
M ark Lowrey, D irector o f C am pus M inistries, w orks with the C am pus M inistries Subcom m ittee and W illiam  
Leonard , D irector o f C haplains and also D irector o f the Joint C om m ission  on C haplains and M ilitary 
Personnel, w orks w ith our Sub-C om m ittee on the C haplaincy. Don M acN air was em ployed by the C om m ittee 
in 1982, follow ing "J  & R " .  as a full-tim e internal C onsultant (See XIII). T he budget, with its functional 
d iv isions, should m ake it easy for the A ssem bly to relate the cost of each div ision  to its accom plishm ents. The 
organization  o f this report follows the functional d iv isions of o u r C om m ittee . In the last year we have m oved 
into larger offices in Executive Square . Decatur, a move w hich was necessitated by the dem ands o f our en larged  
staff and m ultiple m inistries. There are now six office personnel carried  under the office portion o f the budget.
III. C hurch D evelopm ent —  In 1982 fifty-tw o m inistries, under this heading , were supported  by your 
C om m ittee . At year's  end . there were 36. However, that is only a part o f the church developm ent p icture. The 
10th G eneral A ssem bly  approved the M NA —  suggested goal o f one particu lar church organized  from  m ission 
status by each presbytery plus 10 others in each year. As we ended  1982 we had 37 presbyteries and in the year 
46 churches were organized  from  m ission status. As we entered 1983 there w ere, across the A ssem bly. 97 
m ission churches and according to ou r estim ate these could produce the required num ber o f particu lar churches 
in 1983. We have begun to address key population centers o f N orth A m erica , according to o ur p lan. Som e well- 
established churches o f our denom ination  have contributed  significant am ounts in order to develop  flagship  
churches in targeted c ities. It is our hope that o ther churches o f the A ssem bly  will participate in these strategic 
developm ents.
IV. Specia l M inistries —  In 1982 this C om m ittee participated  in the support o f 22 special m inistries m ost of 
w hich were with e thnic m inorities. At year's  end . there were 19 Perhaps the m ost notable developm ent was the 
planting o f Isaias Uc from M exico C ity in the R io G rande Valley and the planting o f Pablo Perez from  M exico 
C ity  in D allas. Texas. Possibly as strategic was the em ploym ent o f David H am ilton to be ou r consultant for 
H ispanic m inistries in southern C aliforn ia. A M aster Plan for the area has been developed and the first M exican
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m inistry  location in the Los A ngeles basin  has been targeted . We also report to the A ssem bly  that the Korean 
Presbytery, received by the last G eneral A ssem bly, has had som e significant first m eetings w ith the help of 
D w ight L inton and the A ssem bly 's Stated C lerk . T he Korean Presbytery has voted to div ide into eastern  and 
w estern fo r practical reasons and its request will com e to this Assembly.

U nder the um brella  o f Special M inistries are M inistries o f M ercy or m inistries that are diaconal in nature. A 
great step  forw ard has been taken in this area through the organization  and execuction  o f diaconal conferences 
w ithin presbyteries. These are inform ational and training sessions and each p resbytery  is encouraged  to have 
such a conference. D w ight L inton is available to provide help as requested.
V. E vangelism  —  Following a m eeting held during  the course o f the last G eneral A ssem bly  by som e w ho had a 
deep  concern  for the evangelistic em phasis o f our A ssem bly, the com m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica 
established  a D epartm ent o f Evangelism  and called T he Rev. Kennedy Sm artt to be the C oord inato r of 
E vangelism  for the G eneral A ssem bly. K ennedy began his new work on January 1. 1983. O ne o f his first tasks 
was to prepare for the Pre-A ssem bly C onference on Evangelism  and a second task was to p repare  h im self to be 
an adv isor and helper to the churches of the A ssem bly  w ishing to im prove their evangelistic  sk ills and increase 
their evangelistic  fru it. It is not env isioned  that K ennedy Sm artt will becom e the A ssem bly 's evangelist o r that 
he will develop a great num ber o f new evangelistic  program s. He will help to apply such p rogram s as exist, or 
w hich are brought into b eing, to the needs of our local churches and com m unities. K ennedy is anxious to be of 
service to all w ho will seek his help.
V I. C am pu s M inistries —  W ith the beginning o f 1983 M ark Lowrey, who was a consultant in the area  of 
cam pus m inistries in the last year, becam e a fully em ployed m em ber o f the A ssem bly 's  M NA  staff. Four men 
were supported  under the cam pus m inistries portion  o f our budget in 1982 and we have entered  1983 at the sam e 
level. However, it is our hope to encourage presbyteries to becom e involved on the cam puses o f our great 
universities and to use M ark Lowrey as a consultant. It is hoped that the C om m ittee w ill be able to p rovide seed 
money to the various presbyteries w ishing to develop cam pus m inistries according to the pattern  already 
established by the R eform ed U niversity  M inistries in M ississippi.
V II. C haplain  M inistries —  In 1982 the C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , being im pressed  w ith the 
rapid increase in the num ber of PCA chaplains in the arm ed force , determ ined to give chaplain  m inistries 
greater em phasis and encouragem ent. To accom plish this it em ployed, on a part-tim e basis . T he Rev. W illiam  
Leonard  w ho had served the R PC ES for m any years and m ore recently  the Joint C om m ission  on C haplains and 
M ilitary Personnel w ithout rem uneration . The PCA  now has 28 chaplains on active duty, 32 chaplains in the 
reserves of the arm ed forces and one chaplain  under the Veterans A dm inistration. C onsidering  that the salaries 
o f these m en are paid by the U. S. governm ent, we are provided a great evangelistic  outreach  at little cost 
However, the w hole m atter o f governm ent supported  chaplaincies is being seriously challenged  in the c ourts  by 
those w ho would cut away ou r relig ious roots in A m erica and the A ssem bly needs to be in p rayer for the future 
spiritual needs o f ou r m en in uniform . W ith the jo in ing  o f the R eform ed P resbyterian C hurch , Evangelical 
Synod the v iability  o f the P resbyterian and R eform ed Joint C om m ission on  C hap lains and M ilitary Personnel 
has been questioned. O nly one o ther denom ination  holds m em bership  and that denom ination  could  now have 
its own denom inational C om m ission . We will therefore m ake a recom m endation  to this Assem bly.
V III. Five M illion Fund —  The Five M illion Fund Loan C om m ittee is now a subcom m ittee  o f the C om m ittee 
on M ission to N orth A m erica and the M NA  C om m ittee has the power of final determ ination . In 1982 —  loans 
were m ade to the follow ing churches in the am ounts indicated:

C hurch o f the Savior (W illiam sville , NY) $20 ,000
C om m unity  Covenant (St. A lbans. VT) 25 ,000
C ovenant PC (Sun C ity. AZ) 45 ,0 0 0
C ross C reek  PC (Fayetteville, NC) 15,000
G arden G rove Korean PC (O range, CA ) 10,000
G race PC (S tarkv ille . M S) 5 ,000
K orean Bethel PC (C hicago, 1L) 10,000
O rangew ood PC (O rlando, FL) 15.000
Peace PC (Cary. NC) 9 ,000
Perim eter West PC (A tlanta  GA) 20 .000
Perim eter PC (A tlanta . G A ) 30 .000
Providence PC (Savannah. G A ) 20 .000
Spring C ypress PC (H ouston, TX ) 25 ,000
Trinity PC (A sheville . NC) 20 ,000
W estm inster PC (Fort M yers, FL) 20 .000
W ildw ood PC (T allahassee. FL) 20 .000
C om m itted  to loan but not yet paid 115.000

As o u r F inancial Report will indicate we began 1982 w ith $110,087 available for loans and we ended the year 
with a balance o f $12,307. In 1982 the Five M illion Fund received in g ifts $274 ,444 . T he Rev. R ichard 
A eschlim an has ably handled the affairs o f the Five M illion Fund and has sought to increase the funds available
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fo r church  building loans. T he 5 M illion Fund office is p reparing  to provide o ther services to ou r congregations 
needing buildings. C hurches and individuals in the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica should be encouraged  to 
keep this vital program  in their budgets.
IX . C hurch Relations —  In N ovem ber the C om m ittee voted to appoint a C oordinator o f C hurch R elations and 
on February  1, 1983 T he Rev. C ecil B rooks took up these duties. C ecil will interpret the w ork o f the C om m ittee 
on M ission to N orth A m erica to churches and individuals throughout the A ssem bly  and w ill seek to create  a 
better understanding o f com pelling  needs o f the U nited States and C anada. C ecil will seek the resources the 
C om m ittee  needs to fulfill the m andate given it by the G eneral Assem bly. T he A ssem bly is encouraged to pray 
for C ecil in this new ministry.
X. N ew  E m ph asis , C anada —  W ith the reception o f n ine particu lar churches and four m issions in C anada, 
form erly  a part o f the R PC E S, by this A ssem bly, we have been m ade aware o f C anada w ith its unique 
opportun ities  and needs. The M NA  staff has studied C anada for the last year and has sought counsel and help 
from  m any sources. In A ugust the A lliance o f R eform ed E vangelicals (A R E) in Q uebec asked for PCA  help. 
A fter the C oord inato r met w ith these true successors o f the French Fluguenots on tw o occasions, your 
com m ittee  voted a Five Point Proposal for our involvem ent in Q uebec:

1. That M NA  prepare to support a Francophone pastor (organizing  pastor, evangelist o r m inister-at-large) 
in Q uebec in 1983 and add another in 1984.

2. That M NA negotiate with the Presbytery o f  Eastern C anada (PC A ) to nam e Q uebec a m ission field for the 
denom ination  as a w h o le . Francophone pastors sent into the province could  hold m em bership  in any PCA 
presbytery  providing a call and possibly dual m em bership  w hen a separate language p resby tery , synod o r 
denom ination  is form ed.

3. That the p asto r sent could be one o f the m en already in Q uebec w orking w ithout o rd ination  if  received  and 
o rdained  by a PCA presbytery.

4. That pastors sent to Q uebec be itinerated in the PCA in order to acquain t the church w ith the need and 
opportunity  in Q uebec and to raise support for this m inistry .

5. Participation  in Q uebec will be review ed at tw o year intervals to evaluate progress, the possib ility  o f a 
separate presby tery , synod o r denom ination  and to determ ine next steps.

T he C hristian  R eform ed C hurch is also cooperating  w ith A R E. It should be understood that this com m ittee 
has not involved the A ssem bly in any form al organizational re la tionship  but it is w orking  delicate ly  and 
sym pathetically  w ith brethren in Q uebec for the evangelization  o f  a province called by one Pope, " th e  m ost 
perfectly  R om an C atholic country  in the w o rld ."

W e have also  sought to enlarge our M aster Plan to include all o f C anada. W e have identified 25 centers o f 
C anada using the criteria  published in ou r 1982 plan. There are five m ajor city consortium s each  having a 
population  o f well over 5 00 ,000  inhabitants. Each language area has its w orld class m etropolis, T oron to  for the 
English and M ontreal for the French. O ne half o f the c ities in our plan are in the province o f  O ntario , m ost o f  
them  in the southern part, and therefore the m ore needy areas around T oron to  m ust properly  receive ou r m ain 
efforts in the im m ediate future. W e encourage our churches to include representatives from  C anada in their 
m issionary conferences and to place M NA efforts in C anada in their m issionary  budgets.
X I. B ethany C hristian  Serv ices —  W hen, through the process o f  " Jo in in g  and R ec e iv in g " , the B oard o f  
Flome M inistries becam e a part o f M N A , the C om m ittee inherited an official re la tionship  w ith B ethany 
C hristian Services. The 11th G eneral A ssem bly is asked to ratify and continue this re la tionship . B ethany 
C hristian Services has branch offices in nine states, m ost o f w hich are located in the areas o f  Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica congregations. M any o f our churches and presbyteries already have w orking  relationships 
w ith this o rganization . B ethany is a diaconal m inistry  that is prepared to perform  a specific task . It provides 
C hristian  care to young people w ho are experiencing  unplanned pregnancies and helps fam ilies, w ishing to 
adopt, in those states w here it is licensed. F inally . B ethany addresses the abortion issue from  a C hristian  
perspective.
X II. R esponse to O verture 19, T enth G eneral A ssem bly —  The Presbytery o f the southw est overtu red  the 
A ssem bly  as follows:

"W h erea s , the M ission to the United States C om m ittee has its special interest in church p lan ting , and 
W hereas, ou r D enom ination does not have a special com m ittee to help organize C hurches needing 
special financial help , and
W hereas. C hurches begun with P resby tery 's  approval, m eeting d ifficu lties, should be supported . 
T herefo re, be it resolved that the G eneral A ssem bly organize a C hurch H elp Fund C om m ittee . "

T his w as referred to the perm anent C om m ittee on M NA . Y o urC om m ittee  voted at its A ugust 1982 m eeting 
" to  reply to the G eneral A ssem bly with the recom m endation  that O verture  19 be answ ered  in the negative due 
to the d ifficu lty  o f  determ ining  w hich churches are truly in need o f financial help , by w hat criteria  help  w ould 
be offered , and also  due to lack o f re so u rces ."
X III. C onsultant to  M NA —  The Rev. Donald M cN air form erly w ith the B oard o f N ational Presbyterian  
M issions, is now  a consultant with our C om m ittee and to ou r churches. D o n 's  duties are:

1. To serve as a consultant to churches w hen invited.
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2. T o  lecture at theological sem inaries in those areas related to church developm ent and renew al.
3. T o  participate w ith the M NA  staff, as requested , in the field  o f church  developm ent.
4. T o  study and encourage the vitalization  o f the church and the developm ent o f church offices.

Don has continued to live in St. Louis and is w orking out o f an office at C ovenan t Sem inary . It is expected ,
beginning in July o f  this year, that Don will not have a d irect M NA  staff re la tionsh ip , and in January  1984 will 
not be under salary  from  M NA  but under a consultative  fee arrangem ent w ith this C om m ittee  and o thers.
XIV. M iscellaneous —  O ur Y earbook will show  the phenom enal grow th  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica in the year 1982. You will note that m any established  churches have transferred  their m em bersh ip  to 
presbyteries o f  the PC A . Y our M NA  staff continues to act as the hospitality  arm  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  and 
has traveled  w idely in o rder to answ er questions and encourage those w ho are seeking a new  denom inational 
relationship . T he com m ittee is also seeking  the cohesion  o f  our m issionary effo rts  in N orth A m erica by 
consistently  w orking  w ith and through ou r presbytery M NA com m ittees. A recent conference o f M NA 
C om m ittee  chairm en representing  a lm ost all p resbyteries o f  the PC A  fostered a com m on acceptance o f  the 
A ssem bly 's  goals, a com m itm ent to reach  those goals and an acceptance o f  a com m on stra tegy. Y our 
C om m ittee  has also continued the practice o f  providing extensive training for organ izing  pastors and a week 
long train ing  conference w as held in M arch 1983. Y our C om m ittee w as encouraged  by the response from  our 
churches to the Day o f P rayer and Fasting fo r N orth A m erica and the w ork o f  your C om m ittee  on  M ission to 
N orth A m erica. It is ou r hope that the A ssem bly  will approve an enlarged  p rayer com m itm ent in 1983 as 
recom m ended below .
XV. R ecom m endations

1. That the A ssem bly  give thanks to G od for the grow th given us in the past year, for the unity  achieved and 
fo r the accom plishm ent o f goals set by the G eneral A ssem bly.

2. That the A ssem bly com m it itself to the sam e goal o f new  church additions in the next year but that it raise 
its s ights to seek a 6% grow th in o rganized churches ra ther than the 4%  in established churches and 10% in 
new ly organized churches accepted  by the A ssem bly  last year. O ur ch ie f goal is to increase the 
p rofessions o f faith and even the adult baptism s.

3. That the proposed changes in C hap ter 5 o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder, p resented to the 10th G eneral 
A ssem bly  and acted upon favorably by the 10th A ssem bly 's  M NA  C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners, be now 
acted  upon and sent to the presbyteries.

4. That additional changes in C hap ter 5 o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  relating  to the nom ination  o f 
cand idates for the session o f  an organizing  church , as voted  by the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth 
A m erica on M arch 4 , 1983, be now  considered:
5-9 (I) " A ll m en o f  the unorganized church (unless they decline) shall be instructed in the qu a lifica 

tions and work o f the office o f ruling e ld e r ."
5-9 (2) "T h ese  m en shall be exam ined by the organizing  com m ission  o r evangelist concerning  their

C hristian experience , their know ledge and acceptance o f the constitu tional standards o f the 
C hurch and their w illingness to assum e the responsib ilities o f the office  o f ruling e lder, 
keeping in m ind the qualifications set forth in I T im othy 3 and T itus I . T he com m ission  shall 
present a list ofall w ho are found qualified  to stand for office.

5. That the cooperative  agreem ent w ith W estern  Indian M inistries w hich is now  based on  the N A E doctrinal 
statem ent be approved. A ttachm ents A & C.

6. That the cooperative agreem ent w ith In ternational S tudents, Inc ., based also on the N A E doctrinal 
s tatem ent, be approved. A ttachm ents B & C.

7. That the A ssem bly encourage a season for p rayer during  the fall m onths, perhaps one n ight each  w eek for 
a m onth o r one day each m onth for three m onths, to pray earnestly  for G o d 's  p rom otion o f  each  A ssem bly  
and Presbytery  cause and the evangelistic  ou treach , spiritual vitality and stew ardship  o f the local 
congregations; and that the three program  com m ittees w ork together in developing the m aterials w hich 
will both prepare and facilitate  this m inistry .

T he concept o f  corporate  p rayer envisioned by this recom m endation  involves the div ision  o f  the 
congregation  into p rayer cells o r units with a leader o r c oord ina to r over each. (M any congregations are 
already so d iv ided  and those that are not are encouraged to m aintain such ce lls.once  structu red , for B ible 
s tudy, evangelistic  ou treach , follow  up. pastoral c are , e tc .)  M aterials should be p repared  to help  the 
group know  how  to pray , specific needs fo r w hich to pray (from  G eneral A ssem bly  causes to the local 
c h u rch 's  outreach  and stew ardship) and how  to m ake the tim e m ost m eaningful. The m aterials should 
include cards for M TW  m issionaries and M NA  church planters as w ell as specific requests from  C E /P . 
A dm in istra tion , C ovenant C ollege, C ovenant Sem inary and R idge H aven. T he goal o f  this season o f 
p rayer would be to sum m on the w hole church to the w hole m inistry  o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in 
A m erica.

8. That congregations be encouraged to take a special o ffering  d uring  the T hanksg iv ing  season for the w ork 
o f your C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica.

9. That the A ssem bly  approve and give encouragem ent to our en trance into the m ission field  o f  Q uebec 
province C anada.
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10. That the A ssem bly recognize the existence o f  the Revolving B uilding fund established  by N ational 
Presbyterian  M issions and accepted by your C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica in 1982 as a part o f 
the Joining and R eceiving agreem ent. T his fund operated  by borrow ing m oney from  churches and 
individuals at a certain  rate o f interest and then loaned those sam e m onies at a slightly  h igher interest to 
churches needing funds for building purposes. W e recom m end that all R evolving Building Fund 
contracts continue to be honored , and that this C om m ittee be encouraged to continue and develop  the 
RB F as a further a lternative for the financing o f church buidings.

11. That the A ssem bly approve Bethany C hristian Services and recom m end its services to our presbyteries, 
churches and m em bers.

12. That at the O ctober 1983 m eeting o f the Joint C om m ission  on C haplains and M ilitary Personnel the 
Subcom m ittee on C haplains o f M NA assum e the responsib ilities this A ssem bly has previously  g iven  to 
the Joint C om m ission  and be. thereafter, the sole endorsing  agent for PCA chaplains.

13. That the A ssem bly  re-elect The Rev. J. Philip C lark  to be the C oordinator o f the C om m ittee  on M ission to 
N orth A m erica.

14. That T he R ev. K ennedy Sm artt be approved as the C oordinator o f  Evangelism  and T he R ev. Cecil 
B rooks be approved as the C oordinator o f C hurch R elations fo r the C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth 
A m erica.

15. That at the appropriate tim e the A ssem bly aprpove the budget p repared  by the C om m ittee on M ission to 
N orth A m erica as it w as subm itted through the perm anent Subcom m ittee on S tew ardship  M inistries.

R espectfully  subm itted by the 
C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica.
Fr h d  T .  M a r s h .  C h a i r m a n  

R o b e r t  C .  C a n n a d a .  S e c r e t a r y  

J .  P h i l l i p  C l a r k .  C o o r d i n a t o r

A T T A C H M E N T  A 
C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  B ET W E E N  

T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  
O F T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

A N D
W E ST E R N  IN D IA N  M IN IST R IE S, INC .

T his agreem ent concerns W1M m issionary personnel who are m em bers o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica.
1. The appointm ent o f the m issionary shall be by both agencies in accordance w ith the standards established  

by each  agency.
2. In the event that the one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered  by the o ther, such m aterials shall 

be shared with the understanding  that the m aterials shall be kept confidential by that agency.
3. All deputation w ork shall be coordinated  by C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica w ithin the churches 

o f  the P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica in o rder that adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized.
4. The com m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica shall be the prim ary sponsoring  agency fo r financial and 

prayer support o f the m issionary.
5. W estern Indian M inistries, Inc .. in consultation  w ith M ission to N orth A m erica concerning  m ajor 

assignm ents, shall be the d irecting agency in relation to m issionary activ ities on the field.
6. Final d iscipline as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f the Presbyterian 

church  in A m erica. A dm inistrative d iscipline is the prerogative o f  W estern  Indian M inistries, In c .. but it 
shall be exercised  only after consultation  with M ission to N orth A m erica.

7. W hile on the field and w hile traveling to and from  the field , the m issionary  shall be under the ju risd ic tion  
o f  W estern Indian M inistries, Inc.

8. W hile on the field the m issionary  shall be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing equally  in privileges 
and responsib ilities as o ther W estern Indian M inistries m issionaries and being subject to the policies and 
direction  o f W estern Indian M inistries. Inc.

9. The M ission to N orth A m erica m issionary is to have liberty in the full and free presenta tion  o f the G ospel 
as contained  in and understood in the R eform ed view . The m anner o f this presentation  on  the field shall 
be subject to the field  policies o f W estern  Indian M inistries, Inc.

10. The M ission on the field will initiate planning. A pproval shall be by W estern Indian M in istries, Inc .. 
after consultation  with M ission to N orth A m erica.

11. W hile on fu rlo u g h . the m issionary shall be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to N orth A m erica . A m ong 
the m issionary 's  furlough responsib ilities, consideration  will be given by M ission  to N orth A m erica to 
the possible need for the m issionary to have additional train ing  o r study suggested  by W estern  Indian 
M inistries.

12. W hile on furlough the m issionary shall be expected  to carry on a deputation  m inistry  fo r M ission to N orth
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A m erica w ithin the constituency o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. M ission to N orth A m erica  shall 
assum e local arrangem ents and the expenses o f deputation .

13. T he m issionary shall not so licit constituencies o f e ithe r agency for personal funds o r field  needs w ithout 
the perm ission  o f  the respective  agency and under the policies o f  W estern  Indian M inistries.

14. In reference to the financial re la tionsh ip , the M ission to N orth A m erica  shall receive and receipt a ll o f  the 
m issionary’s funds and transfer them  to the m issionary (support) and to W estern  Indian M inistries 
(m aintenance). T h is shall be done m onthly.

SIGN ED :

D avid H . C lark , G eneral D irector, 
W estern  Indian M in istries, Inc.

Date: M arch 20, 1981

Jam es M . B aird , C hairm an,
C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica 
Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica

J Philip  C lark , C oordinator,
C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica 
Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica

Date: A pril 1, 1981

Septem ber 10, 1982
O ur B oard at its m eeting on A ugust 20, 1982 adop ted , w ithout opposition  the N. A .E . doctrinal statem ent as 

the official doctrinal statem ent o f the W estern  Indian M inistries, Inc.
T here  w as only  a little difference in w ording  and so they felt that this w as the sim plest way to go.
I trust that this w ill answ er any questions.

Y ours in H is G race,
D a v i d  H .  C l a r k , P r e s i d e n t

A T T A C H M E N T  B  
C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  W H E R E B Y  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  
A M ER IC A  M IS SIO N A R IE S O F  T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  

IN A M E R IC A  W O R K  W IT H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  S T U D E N T S , IN C .

T H E  T E R M S O F T H IS A G R E E M E N T  R E LA T E  T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F  A M E M B E R  M IS 
SIO N A R Y  R E L A T IO N S H IP .

1. The m issionary  will have dual m em bership  status with both M ission to N orth A m erica and International 
S tudents, Inc.

2. The appoin tm ent o f  the m issionary will be subject to the approval o f both agencies in accordance with the 
standards established  by each  agency.

3. In the event that one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered  by the o ther, such m aterials will be 
shared w ith the understanding  that the m aterials will be kept confidential by that agency.

4 T he m issionary candidate w ill participate in the full cand idate  and train ing  program  o f  International
S tuden ts , Inc.

5. T im e will be allow ed for the cand idate , if  necessary , to do  itineration o r deputation  w ork under the 
coordination  o f M ission to N orth A m erica w ithin the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica churches in order 
that adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized.

6. International S tudents, In c ., w ill supervise the securing o f v isas and m ake o ther arrangem ents necessary  
for beginning  field  w ork.

7. M ission to N orth A m erica w ill be the sponsoring  agency for financial and p rayer support o f the 
m issionary.

8. International S tuden ts , In c ., will be the directing  agency in relation  to m issionary  activ ities on the field.
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9. Final d iscipline as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church court o f  the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica.

10. The M ission to N orth A m erica m issionary will have liberty in the full and free presentation  and practice 
o f the w hole counsel o f G od as contained in and understood in the R eform ed view , as con tained  in the 
W estm inster C onfession  o f Faith and the Larger and Shorter C atech ism , recognizing  that he m ust also 
respect the position o f o thers in an in terdenom inational setting.

11. In ternational S tudents. In c .. affirm s for the background o f this agreem ent, the N ational A ssociation  o f 
E vangelicals' (N A E ) Statem ent o f Faith.

12. W hile on the field and w hile traveling to and from  the field , the m issionary will be under the ju risd ic tion  
o f International S tudents, Inc.

13. W hile on the fie ld , the m issionary w ill be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing equally  in privileges 
and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being subject to the policies and d irection  o f International 
Students, Inc.

14. The m issionary 's  field d irector will initiate furlough p lanning in consu ltation  w ith M ission to N orth 
A m erica and also with International S tudents, Inc.

15. W hile on furlough, the m issionary will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to N orth A m erica . A m ong the 
m issionary 's  furlough responsib ilities, consideration  will be given by M ission to N orth A m erica to 
assignm ents, p ro jects, additional study o r training requested by International S tuden ts , Inc. P rogress and 
activity  inform ation during furlough will be provided for In ternational S tudents, Inc.

16. W hile on furlough, the m issionary will be expected  by M ission to N orth A m erica to carry on a deputation 
m inistry  for M ission to N orth A m erica w ithin the constituency o f the Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica 
congregations. Each agency w ill assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f depu tation  w hen the m em ber 
is doing  deputation  for e ither agency. Prim ary deputation  responsib ilities will be w ithin the P resbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica under M ission to N orth A m erica coordination .

17. The m issionary will not solicit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency for personal funds o r field needs 
w ithout the perm ission  o f  the respective agency.

18. T he financial re la tionship  o f the m issionary with International S tuden ts , In c .. will be the sam e as that for 
all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any portion o f 
furlough under M ission to N orth A m erica, the quota m ay be set by that agency. M ission  to N orth 
A m erica will receive and receipt the m issionary 's  funds from  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica and 
transfer them  m onthly to International Students, Inc ., to be transm itted  to the field by that agency. 
International S tudents, Inc. .w ill  inform  M ission to N orth A m erica o f  funds designated  fo r the m ission
ary from  other sources.

19. T he hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance plans provided by M ission to N orth A m erica w ill be 
available to the m issionary  by m utual agreem ent o f both agencies.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  S T U D E N T S, INC.

T itle

T itle

D a te : ----------------------------------------------------------------

C O M M IT T E E  ON  M ISSIO N  T O  N O RTH  A M E R IC A , PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

C hairm an

C oord inato r

Date:
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ATTACHM ENT C 
N A TIO N A L  A SSO C IA T IO N  O F E V A N G E L IC A L S  

STATEM ENT O F FAITH

1. W e believe the B ible to be the inspired , the only infallib le, au thorita tive  w ord o f  G od.
2. W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  ex isten t in three persons: Father, Son and H oly G host.
3. W e believe in the deity  o f our Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is virgin b irth , in H is sinless life , in H is m iracles, in 

H is v icarious and atoning  death  through H is shed blood, in H is bodily  resurrection , in H is ascension  to 
the right hand o f  the Father, and in H is personal return in pow er and glory.

4. W e believe that for the salvation  o f lost and sinful m an regeneration  by the Holy Spirit is absolu tely  
essential.

5. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f  the H oly Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enabled  to live a 
godly  life.

6. W e believe in the resurrection  o f both the saved and the lost; they that are saved in to  the resurrection  o f 
life and they are are lost unto  the resurrection  o f dam nation.

7. W e believe in the sp iritual unity  o f believers in our Lord Jesus C hrist.

A T T A C H M E N T  D  
P R O P O SE D  R E PL Y  T O  O V E R T U R E  7 , 9T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y , 

R E G A R D IN G  T H E  M ISSIO N  C H U R C H  

C hapter 5 T he M ission C hurch and the O rgan ization  o f  a Particu lar C hurch  
T he M ission C hurch
5-1. A m ission church  m ay be properly  described in the sam e m anner as the particu lar church  is 
described  in paragraph 4-1. It is d istinguished from  a particular church  in that it has no  perm anent 
governing body, and thus m ust be governed o r supervised  by o thers. H ow ever, its goal is to m ature and 
be organized  as a partricu lar church  as soon as this can be done decently  and in good order.
5 -2 . O rd inarily , the responsib ility  for initiation and oversight o f  a m ission church  lies w ith  P resbytery , 
exercised  through its com m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica .1 H ow ever, if  the m ission  church  is 
located outside the bounds o f  P resbytery , the responsibility  m ay be exercised  th rough the G eneral 
A ssem b ly 's  C om m ittee  on M ission to N orth A m erica .1
5-3 . T he m ission chu rch , because o f its transitional cond ition , requires a tem porary  system  o f  g overn 
m ent. D epending on the c ircum stances and at its ow n d iscretion , Presbytery  m ay p rovide for such 
governm ent in one o f several ways:
1) A ppoint an E vangelist as p rescribed  in paragarph 8-6.
2) C ooperate  w ith the Session  o f  a particu lar church  in arranging  a m other-daughter re la tionsh ip  w ith  a 

m ission church . T he Session  m ay then serve as the tem porary governing body o f  the m ission  church .
3) A ppoint a com m ission  to serve as a tem porary  Session o f the m ission church .

5 -4 . At the d iscretion  o f the tem porary  governing body , m em bers m ay be received into the m ission  church  as 
p rescribed in C hap ter 12.2 These persons then becom e com m unicant o r non-com m unican t, non-voting  
m em bers o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.
5 -5 . M ission churches and their m em bers shall have the right o f jud icia l process to  the court having oversight 
o f  their tem porary  governing b o d y .3
5-6 . M ission churches shall m aintain a roll o f com m unicant and non-com m unicant m em bers, in the sam e 
m anner as, but separate  from , o ther particu lar churches.
5 -7 . It is the in tention o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica that m ission churches enjoy  the sam e status as 
particu lar churches in relation  to c ivil governm ent.

R enum ber ex isting  paragraphs o f  C hap ter 5.

Footnotes
'T h is paragraph assum es the adoption  o f the BC O  am endm ent relative to nam e o f the C om m ittee  on M ission  to 
the U nited States.

2It will be C hap ter 12, if the T enth  G eneral A ssem bly  approves the am endm ent adopted  and sent dow n by the 
N inth G eneral A ssem bly.

'T h is  paragraph w as inserted so that a m ission  church  o r a m em ber o f  a m ission church  w ould know  w here to 
go for jud icia l relief.

4(As paragraphs 5-8 through 5-11).
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APPENDIX J

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD 
TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

The E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  is boldly pursuing a course to m ake the PCA a new force in evangelism  in 
N orth A m erica . By the consum m ation  o f the Jo ining and R eceiving p rocess w ith W orld Presbyterian  M issions, 
In c .. M ission to  the W orld has becom e a new force in evangelism  w orldw ide. W ith over three hundred  long
term  m issionaries, M ission to the W orld is now the largest Presbyterian m issions agency in the w orld.

G od has b lessed  us greatly  during 1982, a year o f econom ic uncertain ties and o f challenges to m issionary 
work both at hom e and abroad. O ur Lord Jesus C hrist said , “ I will build M y c h u rc h ."  We in M ission to the 
W orld are both confident o f the fulfillm ent o f ou r L ord 's p rom ise and grateful to H im  to be a part in that process.

We are p leased to present this report in the hope that it w ill bring glory  to C hrist and encouragem ent to  His 
ch u rch .
O V ER VIEW

Since the last G eneral A ssem bly, a m ajor activity  o f the C om m ittee and staff has been the consum m ation  of 
the Jo ining and R eceiv ing  process w ith W orld Presbyterian M issions, Inc. (W PM ). T hrough m uch prayer and 
m any hours o f hard w ork, the C om m ittee/B oard  and the staffs o f the tw o organ izations have been integrated 
into one new  organization .

T he  oversight o f form er W PM  w orks continues to be handled by the e ight-m an W PM  A dvisory S ub
com m ittee w ith staff assistance o f Rev. N elson M alkus. the form er W PM  Executive Secretary  w ho is now the 
A ssociate C oord inato r o f  MTW . Five o f the e ight m em bers o f this W PM  A dvisory Subcom m ittee w ere e lected  
by the Tenth G eneral A ssem bly  to full m em bership  on the M TW  C om m ittee. T he harm ony w ith w hich these 
m en have w orked with their PC A  brothers and the d iligence w ith w hich they have coordinated  the integration 
process are a credit to the H oly S p irit’s w orking in the lives o f all.

In early  1983, the financial records o f the tw o organizations were fully in tegrated. By early  fall 1983, the 
W ilm ington, D elaw are, headquarters o f W PM  will be c losed , and the com bined m ission will be being run from 
the Decatur. G eorgia , office o f MTW.

The im m ediate enlargem ent o f both our m issionary  force and our supporting  constituency  has necessitated  
an expansion and reorganization  o f our executive staff. T he details o f this s taff reorganization  are covered in the 
adm inistration  section o f this report.

The C om m ittee has for a num ber o f years been  concerned with the excessive am ount o f travel being done by 
C oordinator R everend Paul M cK aughan. Since jo in ing  M TW  in 1976, Mr. M cK aughan has spent approx
im ately one-th ird  o f h is tim e abroad a ttem pting to visit each M TW  church-planting  team  each year and each 
m issionary  serving under a cooperative agreem ent as o ften as possible. W hereas the m issionaries felt that they 
needed m ore o f Paul’s tim e for p lanning  and consultation , the s taff and C om m ittee felt that he also needed to be 
stateside m ore. As C h ief Executive O fficer o f M TW . ou r C oordinator not only m eets w ith the C om m ittee  and 
carries out its d ecisions, but he also m anages the staff, oversees the m issionary  force , represents M TW  at both 
intra- and extra-denom inational m eetings, pursues his own program  o f professional tra in ing , and attem pts to 
function  as a responsib le , godly husband, father, and church  member.

To solve this problem  o f  a C oordinator stretched too thinly, the C om m ittee is p lann ing  in the sum m er o f 1983 
to utilize the serv ices o f three A rea C onsultants for the purpose o f field v isitation. T hese three m en are all 
form er m issionaries w ith years o f successful field experience. They are all PCA m en w ho are now serving 
significant stateside responsib ilities but w hose sum m ers are free to serve M TW  in a consulting  role. Each man 
has an earned doctorate in m issiology. W hile these A rea C onsultants are in the field  w ith ou r church-planting  
team s and fields this sum m er, Mr. M cK aughan will take his one overseas trip  for the year and w ill visit all our 
team s in a tw o-m onth tour.

S erving  as A rea C onsultant for the Far East w ill be Dr. R oger L am bert, professor o f m issions at C ovenant 
C ollege. Dr. Paul Long, Sr.. chairm an o f the m issions departm ent at R eform ed T heological Sem inary, will 
return to  a fam iliar part o f the w orld as A rea C onsultant for Europe and A frica. T he A rea C onsultant for C entral 
and South  A m erica  w ill be Dr. Bill R ead, who is currently  a church p lan ter and m inister-at-large for the 
Southw est Presbytery  under M ission to N orth A m erica.

Two h ighlights o f the year have been the annual fall retreat for M TW  Presbytery  C hairm en and the spring 
briefing  fo r all new field coordinators. T he fall retreat was hosted by the C om m ittee  ju s t before and during  its 
stated N ovem ber 18-20 m eeting. Special speakers Dr. L arry  Poland o f C am pus C rusade for C hrist and Rev. 
Frank Barker, pasto r o f B riarw ood C hurch in B irm ingham , A labam a, brought m essages o f inspiration  and 
m otivation fo r m issions. A pproxim ately 35 presbytery chairm en and pacesetters in m issions from  the R PCES
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were present. T hese  m en heard reports by the com bined M TW /W PM  sen ior staffs on every th ing  from  Joining 
and R eceiving to short-term  m issions, and from  how to m otivate your p resbytery  to how your con tribu tions are
used.

R eporting on  this retreat in C ovenant P resbytery 's H era ld  o f  the C ovenant, Dr. R obert Penny, stated:
"1 confess I cam e aw ay from  the m eeting w ith m ore confidence in ou r M TW  C om m ittee  and all its 

operations, po lic ies, and procedures. I also  felt free to ask questions and g ive input on any m atter relating  
to M TW . I did  not see any sacred c o w s .' But everyone seem ed to look for the best idea from  anyone who 
had i t . "

At the date o f the w riting o f this report, plans are u n d erw ay  for a m eeting in late M arch and early  A pril o f  all 
new field coordinators from  both M TW  and W PM  m inistries. They will be jo in ed  by the three A rea 
C onsultants. T hese key m issionary  leaders are being invited to A tlanta to m eet the leadership  o f the m ission , to 
fe llow ship w ith one ano ther, and to  receive the sam e leadership  briefings and train ing  previously  g iven  to  o u r 
veteran field coordinators. It is the desire o f the C om m ittee that this im portant conference w ill take ou r 
com bined m ission a giant step c lo ser to fu ll, harm onious integration and the estab lishm ent o f  w orking 
re lationships w hich will thrust us forw ard as effective  laborers in ou r L o rd 's  harvest fields.

The M TW  C om m ittee has long been concerned that we have not been m eeting the goal o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly w ith regard  to the proportion o f our m issionaries who are engaged in direct church-p lan ting . T he 
goal is to have 60%  o f ou r m issionaries as church  planters and 40%  as support w orkers. H isto rically , the 
percentages have been approxim ately  reversed. In Septem ber the C om m ittee d irected  its chairm an  to  appoin t a 
task force to plan action to m eet the goal o f  60%  church planters. T he task force w as chaired  by R ev. H ank 
G undlach and w as com prised  o f  the follow ing cross-section  o f  m issions leaders —  both ru ling  and teaching 
e lders, both PCA and form er RPC ES m en, and both m em bers and non-m em bers o f the M TW  C om m ittee: 

Rev. Henry G und lach , chairm an 
Rev. R obert A uffarth 
D r. R oger Lam bert 
D r A ddison Soltau 
M r. G erry  Sovereign 
M r. C urtis T anner 
D r Luder W hitlock 
M r Jack W illiam son

T hese eight m en m et in January  with C oordinator Rev Paul M cK aughan and S IM A  C oord ina to r R ev. 
Jayson K yle. The report w as presented to the C om m ittee  at its February m eeting and prom ises to p rovide the 
basis for a strong thrust to  m otivate prospective m issionaries to consider a career in church  p lan ting  overseas. 
F IE L D  R E PO R T S:
A C A P U L C O  C H U R C H -P L A N T IN G  T EA M

In 1982. the M aranatha C hurch grew  from  125 to 200 m em bers and now  averages over 250 on  Sunday . A n 
expansion  project ju s t voted on will give seven classroom s instead o f  four. The El C oloso  cong regation , now  
w ith six baptized  fam ilies and 25 adults, is beginning a sim ple structure on three lots adjacent to  El C oloso  
w hich w ere donated  in N ovem ber. O ur third congregation  in V ista A legre, w ith six core  fam ilies from  
M aranatha. now  has regu lar T uesday and Sunday n ight m eetings; tw enty-five adults are involved. W ith  tw o 
m issionary fam ilies on  fu rlough . La Z apata and El R enacim iento  congregations, w ith six to  e ight adults in 
each, have progressed  ra ther slow ly. Back in the c ity , tw o hom e B ible study centers have begun  w ith  the view  
o f becom ing hom e churches. In these seven cen ters, a to tal o f  about 600 people are involved. 
A U ST R A LIA

G od has given the follow ing results in ou r tw o m ission church m inistries in Q ueensland: 6 conversions. 3 
C ovenant baptism s, 1 b e liev er 's  baptism , 30 .000  leaflets d istribu ted . 5 w eekly  B ible stud ies, 4 Sunday School 
c lasses, 1 catechism  c lass. 2 youth groups, 28 outreach m eeting , 2 sem inars, 1 fam ily cam p, and 1 youth  cam p.

W estm inster Presbyterian  C hurch —  Redbank Plains (O liver C lassen) is tw o years o ld , w ith a constitu tion  
just com pleted . W PC  —  C entenary  Suburbs (L arry B illiter) is still gathering  seed fam ilies a fter one year.

Tw o couples have recently  arrived  in Perth , W . A ustralia . John Hunt has filled the pulp it at W PM  —  
K ingsley for six m onths before starting a theological education  p rogram . Bob Scott began a B ible study in N. 
M orely in D ecem ber. Sam  Larsen jo ined  the team  in B risbane in D ecem ber.
C H IL IE

C hurch p lanting in tw o areas: (1) G om ez C arreno-V ina del M ar, w ith  R ichard  C rane —  w eekly Thursday 
m eetings, averaging  30 in a ttendance, m ostly  w om en, and w eekly c h ild ren 's  c lasses w ith  20-30 in a ttendance; 
5 converts presently  m eeting in hom e; under care o f Session  o f Los P laceres C hurch  o f  V alparaiso: (2 )C o m u n a  
o f Pudahuel, Santiago w ith Jerry C ross —  Sunday School, attendance 35; w orship —  50; W om en’s Society  —  
12; Y oung People —  20; Y oung A dults —  10; 10% drop  o ff  in attendance in '8 2  due to  shift in em phasis  from  
evangelism  to d iscip lesh ip  and o ther factors; 12 conversions, 1 adult baptism ; 1 licensed assistan t and 1 student 
assistant; property purchased .
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John C alv in  Sem inary  in Q uillo ta , w ith 5 regu lar and 2 part-tim e teachers: in transition  to new location in 
San tiago  and new scholastic  program  fo r purpose o f greater outreach and g rea te r im pact through w ider 
constituency; p roperties in Q uillo ta  being sold in order to purchase new properties in Santiago.

T heological Education by Extension  —  John C rane, fu ll-tim e, arvd R ichard C rane, Jerry  C ross, R ichard 
R am say p art-tim e plus C hileans: 13 centers, 70-80 students; 13 tutors; 4 courses taught in 1982 under full eight- 
year p rogram  begun in 1979.

M issionaries also labored under N ational Presbyterian C hurch in cam p program s, presby tery-w ide con 
ferences, w om ens conferences, young peop le’s conferences and short-term  institutes.
C H R IS T ’S C O L L E G E

The year 1982 was a very special year at C hrist's  C ollege, w ith the death o f the founder. Dr. Jam es R. 
G raham ; the build ing  o f a new gym nasium -auditorium ; and the establish ing  o f  a new  board including national 
m em bers. A ll the team  m em bers have been involved in m uch personal w ork w ith students, especially  in 
opportun ities  fo r sm all g roup B ible studies. They have seen m any com e to faith  in C hrist and have been d iligent 
in follow -up studies w ith them . They have particu larly  been encouraged w ith great progress in the nearby Tzu 
C hiang C hurch  in w hich they have been w orking for several years.
F R A N C E  C H U R C H -P L A N T IN G  A N D  R E NEW A L  T EA M

T his has been a year o f p lanning and w orking through long-range strategy for the France team . T here  has 
been m uch interaction  w ith the ERE1 (E vangelical R eform ed C hurch  in France) concern ing  how they m ight 
w ork toge ther to bring  renew al and plant new churches in the Paris, M arseille , and Toulouse areas. T he team  
presented  p roposed bylaw s and a w orking protocol agreem ent betw een the PCA  France Team  and the EREI to 
the M TW  C om m ittee  in February.

The congregation  o f G ene B oyer's church  in fo ris  has doubled in size. Len and Robin Stew art are heavily 
involved in language study at this tim e in Paris and are w orking w ith G ene there. Sue H arbille  was on furlough 
about h a lf o f 1982, but her m inistry  w ith w om en and young people is grow ing; Sandy S m ith (S IM A ) filled in for 
Sue during  her absence. H ugh W essel has com pleted  his language training and has seen a num ber o f people 
com e to C hrist through his m inistry. H ugh and G ene have been w orking closely  w ith the leaders o f the EREI. 
D oug M ille r’s m instry  in Toulouse has been well received; he is w orking w ith an outstanding  French pasto r in 
the city. B ill E dgar and Peter Jones continue at the sem inary in A ix-en-Provence and are excited about the 
1982-83 class.
IN D IA

The C h ild ren ’s H om e in B hogpur is currently  caring for 360 children  o f lepers.
G ordon T ay lor is m anager o f  the hom e. D uring 1982. three children w ere baptized , six couples w ere jo ined  

in C hristian  m arriage, e ight w ere placed in jo b s , and tw enty decisions for C hrist w ere registered  in a recent 
convention . A garden , da iry , and poultry  flock provide training for the young people and som e o f the h o m e 's  
food. A new  dorm  to house 100 plus students is nearing com pletion .

D uring D avid F io l’s furlough, the H om e A cadem y, B hogpur, is serving 216 children  under an Indian 
headm aster. R ecent developm ents indicate that the im portant goal o f goverm ent recognition  m ay be achieved 
in early  1983. N ecessary  facilities are being provided tow ard beginning  a high school level program .

U nder an Indian m anager, the B hogpur H om e E xtension , R oorkee, cares for 86 children  from  poverty- 
stricken fam ilies. A bout ha lf o f the children are from  nom inal C hristian  hom es. T he o thers are from  H indu. 
M oslem , and Sikh hom es. Five children m ade defin ite decisions for C hrist during  the past year.

W oodstock S chool, M ussoorie , serves the children o f  the T aylors and B ruce Fiols.
In the furlough absence o f M iss , there has been no o ther M TW  involvem ent in this fine 

school.
T rain ing  an average o f  35 students in a four-year B ible C ollege level cu rricu lum , the P resbyterian 

T heological S em inary , D ehra D un, has seen approxim ately  65 graduates m ove out into areas o f  church 
plan ting , evangelism  aand institutional w ork. Progress is being m ade tow ard  accred ita tion  w ith the A sian 
T heological A ssociation.
JA PA N

The three  ordained  m issionaries presently  on  the field are w orking in three new churches, one o f  w hich was 
started in S ep tem ber, 1982; one is also  teaching  in the T okyo C hristian Theological Sem inary; and together 
they are conducting  nine B ible classes in various areas and preparing several for baptism . T he three w ives each 
have a B ible c lass and are involved in hom e friendship  evangelism ; one is a lso  secretary  o f  the PTA o f  the 
C hrista in  A cadem y o f  Japan , w hich educated  m issionary ch ild ren , w hile her husband served on the B oard , and 
together they adm in ister the m ission ’s com pound o f  e ight residences and are responsib le  for m ission 
hospita lity  to  m any v istors in Japan as w ell as from  overseas. T he m en are also involved in guest preaching  in 
presby tery  churches (E astern , T okyo  area, has 20 churches/groups; C entral— N agoya, Y okkaichi, O saka—  
has 7) and a ttending  p resbytery  and synod m eetings; one w as invited also to speak at tw o m issionary  
conferences. T he E nglish  L anguage Evangelism  outreach  in Y okkaichi is supervised  by a m issionary  w ith four 
SIM A  young people teaching  120 students w eekly , the G ospel being preached to them  in Japanese at each 
w eekly session .
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JO R D A N
O ur goals as a private tuberculosis sanatorium  licensed to practice in Jordan are long-term  and re la tively  well 

defined. W e aim  to treat 20 to 40  tuberculous m en, w om en and children  in the hospital at a tim e th roughout the 
year. T he average stay is from  tw o to four m onths as we aggressively  try to contro l their d isease and m in iste r to 
their w eary hearts. W e treated  113 in-patients and 7359 ou t-patien ts  in 1982. T he last quarte r o f  the year w as 
b lessed w ith m aintenance perso n n el, local staff, and foreign  volunteers that enabled  us to im prove o u r m edical 
services and m ake long-needed repairs in our hospital property  and p la n t.. goals heretofore not atta inab le  but 
very necessary  in the increasingly  sophisticated  m edical and social clim ate  in Jordan.
K EN Y A

In the K enya M ission o f  W PM /M T W  there are v irtually  tw o  team s in action. W e will seek  to h igh ligh t their 
activ ities separately.

In the long estab lished  rural fie ld , in north K itui D istrict, there has been this past year a  c lo se r cooperation  
betw een the M ission and the presbytery leaders through the e stablishm ent and functioning  o f  a com bined  G oals 
C om m ittee . A s the goals have been defined the o lder pastors h ave, in a new  w ay , accepted  the leadership  o f  the 
younger m en in the ir chu rch , and the new er ordained  m issionaries (now  fou r o f them  at M uruu) have been 
assigned in a particu lar " M iss io n ”  church w ith w hich to w ork closely .

In the m edical clin ic the w ork has been heavy, but w ith all the daily  treatm ent and m any deliveries, 
sig in ificant train ing  w ork has a lso  been achieved fo r A frican helpers, and this has included separate  w eekly 
B ible studies for both m en and w om en helpers. O ther achievem ents have been in such areas as the w om en’s 
presbyterial w here a d iaconate  outreach  has been institu ted , and in the translation  and com pletion  o f  a new 
series o f Sunday School lesson books in the K ikam ba language.

T he new er urban w ork is in the c ity  o f  N airobi and has so far centered  in the pastoral m inistry  at C om m unity  
Presbyterian C hurch . A significant step  in o ur goals w ere reached on N ovem ber 7 ,1 9 8 2 , w ith  the m ove into the 
new  build ing  at M adaraka.

Im m ediately  Sunday attendance sw elled from  about 65 to tw ice that num ber. T he C am pbells , a fter their 
return to K enya in Ju ly , continued to lead in this m inistry  until D ecem ber w hen R andy and Joan  N abors 
successfu lly  com pleted  their Sw ahili course and R andy form ally took over as pastor. R uth C am pbell, on 
special cooperative  assignm ent from  L am b’s P layers in San D iego, w orked fo r five m onths w ith a p rospering  
and vigorous young p eo p le 's  fellow ship  o f  the church , train ing  them  in dram a techniques. In the m eantim e 
three A frican m en took significant strides forw ard in their train ing  program s. C harles Esikhaty  and O le 
M akuku each com pleted  another sem ester at Scott T heological C ollege w hile also  doing  in-train ing  m inistry  at 
C PC.

They also  com pleted  a holiday  sem inar in R eform ed d istinctives under Pastor N abors.
R onald M unyithya. w ho is with his fam ily in the S ta tes, successively  com pleted  his first sem ester at 

W estm inster T heological Sem inary . D uring the second h a lf o f this year the D ortzbach fam ily re located  from  
Nairobi to the tow n o f  K yuso, near M uruu S tation in K itui.
K O R E A N  M ISSIO N  O F T H E  PCA

W e are m ost grateful to the Lord for H is continued b lessing  on the efforts o f  our team . W e are happy  to report 
that Phil H enderson is now  through his form al language train ing  and J im  K obb is m aking unusual p rogress and 
even preaching in K orean now.

D unng  the past year, five new  churches w ere built and three tents set up in v illages w here there  has never 
been a G ospel w itness before. N ine places w here we w ere involved have now  gone e ither self-supporting  o r 
w ere turned over to their presbyteries for only  local support. W ork w as started in seven new  places. W e w ere 
involved in five conferences, including tw o for m inisters, tw o for lay peop le , and one fo r young peop le . O ur 
m issionaries w ere also  involved in leadership train ing  in three sem inaries.

T he C linic is still w orking  w ith m ore than 1,000 TB  patien ts. A n average o f 72 patients w ere cared  fo r in the 
tw o rest hom es throughout the year. A n average o f 70  patients per day visited the clin ic build ing  in tow n for 
various k inds o f  treatm ents, exam inations and drugs (total o f 22 ,202  patient v isits). M any cam e to know  the 
Lord e ither through their contact at the clin ic o r in the hom es.
L IS B O N , P O R T U G A L  C H U R C H -P L A N T IN G  T EA M

W e praise the Lord for the w ork He is doing  in L ibson, Portugal. G od has been p reparing  this form erly 
C atholic land fo r the proclam ation  o f the G ospel as never b e fo re . O ur w ork here is as o f  yet sm a ll, but we praise 
ou r G od for the five people w ho m ade decisions for C hrist in 1982 and over 100 o thers w ho have been grow ing 
under the te a m ’s m inistry  o f  the W ord. T his year G od b lessed us w ith three d iscip ling  B ible s tud ies, a new  
Sunday School p rogram , and several new  teaching  and preaching  opportunities.
PER U

H om er Em erson cam e c lose  to his goal o f finishing the exegetical check for all books o f  the O ld T estam ent in 
A yachucho Q uechua. T hree young m en graduated  from  the Lim a E vangelical Sem inary  w here G eorge O m erly  
teaches. H arry M arshall and Bob W oodson conducted  five resident B ible Institute sessions o f  fou r w eeks in 
A yacucho and the ju n g le , and non-resident sessions w ere held in L im a, the S ierra and the ju n g le . New 
churches and groups w ere form ed in each  o f the five presbyteries. M any new  converts  w ere m ade by m eans o f
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preaching , B ible studies, personal w itnessing , C hristian film s, the sale o f B ible and litera tu re , and the 
p rogram s o f R adio A m auta. T he Stan Peters finished their Spanish language studies o f one year duration  in 
C osta  R ica.
Q U IT O  C H U R C H -P L A N T IN G  T E A M

Iglesia P resbiteriana C risto  V ive, the church founded by the Q uito  church-p lan ting  team  this year, grew  
from  13 to 23 m em bers in 1982. Its attendance increased from  20 to 60  people, necessitating  a new  m eeting 
location. T hree new B ible s tudies started , one as a result o f door-to-door advertising  by sum m er w orkers. 
S even people in that study alone have prayed to receive C hrist. The w ork in the suburb  o f  M iravalle saw a 
fam ily B ible study, youth w ork , and an all-com m unity  nativity  pageant.

The team  has three m en in serious train ing  as future pastors, w orking in form al c lasses 1 1/2 hours per day . 
four days per w eek.
T A P IP E I C H U R C H -P L A N T IN G  TEA M

C alvin  Sm ith com pleted  language school and has begun, w ith the cooperation  o f  Friendsh ip  Presbyterian  
C hurch , a W ednesday night p rayer m eeting in the northern part o f  Taipei. T his g roup will be the nucleus o f a 
new  church . Jim  S tew art has com pleted  the first 1 1/2 books o f language study and the first charac te r book. He 
has started  an English  B ible study and will start another one after the first o f  the year w ith  the language teachers. 
Bud C athey has com pleted  the first language book and has started an English B ible study. W ill and M artha 
Faries arrived on O ctober 1 and are adjusting w ell and involved in language study. T he English  B ible studies 
are all w ith non-C hristians and serve as a m eans o f evangelistic  outreach.

M IS SIO N A R Y  FO RC E:
As o f  M arch 1, 1983, the PCA m issionary fam ily consists o f  306 long-term  m issionaries and 49  m issionaries 
serving tw o-year term s under SIM A . T he follow ing list by countries show s the nam es o f these m issionaries, 
their m inistry  specialty , and, if  applicable, the cooperating  agency w ith w hich they serve:
A U ST R A LIA :
"R ev . and M rs. Larry B illiter; church  planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. O liver C laassen; church p lanter.
♦Rev. and M rs. John Hunt; C hristian educator.
♦Rev. and M rs. Sam  Larsen; church planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. B ob Scott; church p lanter/evangelist.
A U ST R IA :
M iss M ari D ooley; w om en 's  w orker, assigned to G rea ter Europe M ission.
B O L IV IA :
M r. and M rs. T hom as L. H utson; p ilo t, JA A R S, W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. S teven V alentine; p ilo t, assigned to South A m erica M ission , Inc.
BR A ZIL:
M iss M ariam  Stout; transla to r, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ranslators.
C H IL E :
R ev. and M rs. John C rane; specialist in T heological Education by Extension.
♦R ev. and M rs. R ichard C rane; church planter/evangelist.
*Rev. and M rs. Jerry  C ross; evangelistic  w orker/teacher.
R ev. R ichard R am sey; specialist in Theological E ducation by Extension.
*Rev. and M rs. G ary  W aldecker; church  planter/evangelist.
C O L U M B IA :
M r. and M rs. R ichard P. A schm ann; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
M r. and M rs. R onald M ichael; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. Jam es T . Patterson; adm inistra tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. Robert W hitesides; adm inistra tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla to rs (on furlough until 
D ecem ber 1982).
M r. and M rs. ; transla tors/literacy  w orkers; assigned to W B T.
E A ST  M A LA Y SIA :
M r. and M rs. John W . K ing; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
EC U A D O R :
♦R ev. and M rs. D avid C lopton; church  planter/evangelist.
M r. and M rs. G raydon D epue; finance m anager, assigned to W RM F.
M r. and M rs. Al H atch; coord inato r/adm in istra to r o f  PU E N T E , assigned to the L atin  A m erican  C om m ittee  o f 
E FM A .
M r. G lenn  Lafitte; m edical m issions, assigned to W RM F.
M iss M ayetta  Lee; m edical technologist, assigned to W orld R adio M issionary Fellow ship.
♦Rev. and M rs. Sam uel M ateer; church p lanter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. T im othy M cK eow n; church  planter/evangelist.
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♦Rev. and M rs. M ichael W oodham ; church planter/evangelist.
FR A N C E :
♦Rev and M rs. E ugene B oyer; evangelist/pastor.
Rev. and M rs. C harles C asolare ; evangelist to M uslim s living in F rance, assigned to N orth A frican  M ission . 
Rev. and M rs. W illiam  Edgar; professor/theological education . R eform ed Sem inary.
♦M iss Susan H arville; C hristian  educator/student w orker.
Dr. and M rs. Peter Jones; professor/theological education . R eform ed Sem inary.
♦Rev. and M rs. D ouglas M iller; evangelist/d iscip ler in church  renew al.
♦Rev. and M rs. ; church  p lanter, assigned from  W orld  Presbyterian  M issions.
♦Rev. and M rs. H ugh W essel; church p lanter, assigned from  W orld  Presbyterian  M issions.
G E R M A N Y :
Rev. and M rs. G . M ichael " M ic k "  W ilson; tra iner in d iscip lesh ip , assigned to O . C . M inistries, Inc. 
G R E EC E :
M r. and M rs. L. V an R usling; adm in istra to r, assigned to  G rea ter Europe M ission.
G U A T E M A L A :
Rev. and M rs. H ugh Pow lison; evangelist/student w orker, w orking  in cooperation  w ith the Presbyterian  
C hurch in G uatem ala.
HAITI:
M r. and M rs. G ary  C ham bers; m aintenance specia lis t, assigned to W orldteam .
Dr. and M rs. Edw ard B M iedem a; m edical docto r/u ro log ist, assigned to W orldteam .
IND IA
Rev. and M rs. B ruce Fiol; sem inary professor.
M r. and M rs. D avid Fol; C hristian  educato r/adm in ister. H om e A cadem y.
Dr. and M rs. R ichard S trom ; sem inary professor.
M rs. ; teacher o f m isssionary children.
Rev. and M rs. G ordon Taylor; adm inister. C h ild ren 's  H om e.
M iss C arol W eeber; nurse and teacher.
IN D O N E SIA
M r. and M rs. Jam es S. A kovenko; p ilo t, assigned to JA A R S, W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. D avid B rooks; com m unity  developm ent specia lis t, assigned to  W ycliffe B ible T ransla to rs . 
M r. and M rs. H ow ard Shelden; transla to rs , assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. Jakub S. Susabda; professor, assigned to South East B ible C ollege.
M r. E dgar W Travis; com puter specia list, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
ITA LY :
M rs. M ary Jane W ilburn; adm inistrative assistan t, assigned to G rea ter Europe M ission.
IVO RY  C O A ST
M r. and M rs. V em on (Bud) Frank; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. ; transla to rs , assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
JA PA N :
R ev. and M rs. Benson C ain; sem inary professor.
♦Rev. and M rs. B ruce Y oung; church  planter/evangelist.
Dr. and M rs. John Y oung; church developm ent/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. S teve Y oung; church planter/evangelist.
JO R D A N
M iss A ileen C olem an; nurse.
M r. and M rs. ; m aintenance specialist.
Rev. and M rs. G lenn Feam ow ; nurse/evangelist.
M r. Lester G ates; m aintenance specialist.
Dr. E leanor Soltau; m edical doctor.
Dr. and M rs. W es U lrich; m edical doctor.
K E N Y A
Rev and M rs. John (Jack) A rm es; church developm ent/evangelist.
R ev. and M rs. Stan A rm es; church  developm ent/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. Sanders C am pbell; church  p lanter/evangelist.
M iss Sarah Cox; C hristian  educato r, assigned to D aystar C om m unications. Inc.
M iss T enny de R uiter; nurse.
Rev. and M rs. Karl D ortzbach; church  developm ent/evangelist.
Rev. and M rs. Paul M einers; teacher and specialist in T heological E ducation by E xtension.
♦Rev. and M rs. R andy N abors; pastor/evangelist.
M iss Lois O om s, youth w orker.
Dr. G rietje  R ietkerk; m edical doctor.
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R ev. and M rs. J e ff  Talley; evangelist/teacher.
M iss C orrie  V an G alen; nurse.
K O R EA :
♦Rev. and M rs. R onald R. E llis; church  planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. Phillip  H enderson; church  planter/evangelist.
♦R ev. and M rs. Jam es Kobb; church p lanter/evangelist.
♦R ev. and M rs. H ugh Linton; church planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. G ary  Nantt; church planter/evangelist.
R ev. and M rs. H yung Young Park; p rofessor, assigned to H apD ong P resbyterian  T heological Sem inary. 
♦Rev. and M rs. A lvin Sneller; church  planter/evangelist.
M r. and M rs. S tephen T hrasher; educator, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M E X IC O :
♦M iss E llen  B arnett; C hristian educator.
♦Rev. and M rs. T hom as C ourtney; church planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. Joseph C reech; church planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. R ichard D ye; church  planter/evangelist.
M r. and M rs. E dw in Farris; translators, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
♦Rev. and M rs. W illiam  G oodm an; church p lanter/evangelist.
♦M iss Jenn ie  W ilson; C hristian educator.
N E T H E R L A N D S:
D r. and M rs. R obert Y oungblood; adm in istra to r, assigned to W orld E vangelical Fellow ship  T heological 
C om m ission .
N IG ER IA :
R ev. and M rs. S idney A nderson; professor, assigned to C hristian R eform ed B oard o f  Foreign  M issions. 
M iss D orrie Poland; C hristian E ducato r, assigned to Sudan In terior M ission.
PA P U A  N E W  G U IN E A :
M iss C aroline  Flem ing; translator, assigned to W ycliffe Bible T ranslators.
M iss C helsea  G aunt; nurse practitioner, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. R obert L. M ahaffey; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
M r. and M rs. Jam es T hrasher; adm in istra to r, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
PERU:
M iss E m ily C ochran; consu ltan t/adv isor to C hristian R adio A m auta.
R ev. and M rs. H om er E m erson; translator/evangelist.
R ev. and M rs. H arry M arshall; church  developm ent/evangelist.
M iss A nn M arie M onroe; teacher, assigned to South A m erica M ission , Inc.
R ev. and M rs. G eorge O m erly ; Theological E ducation by Extension/evengelist.
R ev. and M rs. Stan Peters; evangelist/teacher.
R ev. and M rs. Bob W oodson; church developm ent/teacher.
PH IL IP PIN E S:
M iss Judith  A . Johnston; teacher o f m issionary  ch ild ren , assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
M iss D arlene K yle; teacher o f m issionary ch ild ren , assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. M arc Kyle; adm inistrator/literacy  w orker, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
M r. and M rs. John R ollo; adm in istra to r, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
P O R T U G A L :
♦R ev. and M rs. G lenn C am enisch; church  planter/evangelist.
♦R ev. and M rs. W illiam  H erm ann; church planter/evangelist.
♦R ev. and M rs. T om  H udson; church p lanter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. Paul L ong, J r .; church p lanter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. C layton  Q uarterm an; church  planter/evangelist.
SU D A N
M iss ; transla tor, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
T A IW A N
♦Rev. and M rs. W alter C athey; church planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs. W ill Faires; church  planter/evangelist.
♦Rev. and M rs Joseph N . Farlow ; church p lanter/pastor. F riendship C hurch (on furlough until Septem ber 
1982).
M rs. E lizabeth  H ippie; teacher, C h ris t's  C ollege.
M iss Ju lia  M cL ean; teacher, C h ris t 's  C ollege.
M iss M arion R. M ounger; teacher, C h ris t 's  C ollege.
M r. and M rs. R obert A . Schorr; teacher, C h ris t’s C ollege.
R ev. and M rs. C harles F. Sledge; teachers, C hrist college.
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*Rev. and M rs. W . C alvin  Sm ith; church planter/evangelist.
*R ev. and M rs. Jam es Stew art; church  planter/evangelist.
Rev. and M rs. D avid C . W hite; adm in istra to r, C h ris t 's  C ollege.
M rs. Sarah W right; teacher. C h ris t 's  C ollege.
V E N E Z U E L A :
*R ev. and M rs. A ndy Toth; church p lanter/evangelist.
ZA IR E:
M r. and M rs. Steven A dam s; p ilo t, assigned to M ission A viation  Fellow ship, 

in d ic a te s  PCA church  planters.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L
M r. and M rs. M orris C am ey ; adm in istra to r, assigned to In ternational L inguistics C en ter, W ycliffe B ible 
Transla to rs , D allas, Texas.
M r. and M rs. D onald G ahagen ; pilo t/adm inistrator, assigned to  M ission A viation Fellow ship.
Rev. and M rs. Jayson D. K yle; SIM A  C oord inato r, assigned to  M TW  office.
Rev. and M rs. John E. K yle; adm inistra tor, assigned to In ter-V arsity  C hristian Fellow hship.
Rev. and M rs. C ecilio  N. Lajara; Spanish m inistry , assigned to Evangelism  Explosion  III In ternational.

R E T IR E D
M iss A nne W igglesw orth

A SSIG N M E N T  C O N C L U D E D :
Rev. and M rs. D aniel A rciaga 
M r. M ax Am es
M r. and M rs. R obert C unningham
M r. D onald Futoran
Rev. and M rs. D avid H am ilton
M iss Jean  Lappin
Rev. and M rs. Jose M artinez
M r. and M rs. K enton W ood

C A N D ID A T E S AS O F M A R C H  1 , 1983:
A U ST R A L IA :
*M r. and M rs. Dan R ow ton; church planting.
E C U A D O R :
M iss B onnie B raw ant (to  be m arried to G lenn Lafitte M ay 7 ,1 9 8 3 ); com m unity  developm ent w orker, assigned 
to W orld Radio M issionary  Fellow ship.
FR A N C E :
M r. and M rs. M arc M ailloux; student w orkers, assigned to C am pus C rusade fo r C hrist, In ternational. 
F R E N C H -SP E A K IN G  A FR IC A N  C O U N TR IE S:
M r. and M rs. R obert B lack; church planter/M uslim  w orker, assigned to N orth A frica M ission.
M r. and M rs. ; church planter/M uslim  w orker, assigned to N orth A frica M ission.
Rev. and M rs. Phillip  L. L inton; church p lanter/M uslim  w orker, assigned to N orth A frica M ission (in  language 
school, M ontpellier, F rance).
M r. G alen M anapat; church  planter/M uslim  w orker, assigned to N orth A frica M ission (in  language school). 
Rev. and M rs. R andy Q . Sm ith; church planter/M uslim  w orker, assigned to N orth A frica  M ission  (in language 
school, M ontpellier, F rance).
R ev. and M rs. Jam es Y oung; church  planter/M uslim  w orker, assigned to N orth A frica M ission  (in G renob le , 
France).
G E R M A N Y
Dr. and M rs. A rthur Spooner; C hristian  educato r/adm in istrato r, assigned to B lack Forest A cadem y o f N orth 
A frica M ission.
H O N G  K O N G :
M r. and M rs. Jam es B uckner; tra iner o f church leaders, assigned to O verseas M issionary Fellow ship . 
INDIA:
M r. R ichard  L. H ivner, Jr.; study sem inar teacher, assigned to O peration  M obilization.
M r. and M rs. ; evangelism .
Dr. Priscilla S trom ; m edical doctor.
IN D O N E SIA :
M r. and M rs. Ron K nauer; p ilo t/m echanic , assigned to M ission  A viation  Fellow ship.
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M r. and M rs. Bob T hom as; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ranslators (in SPFTC  in M adang , Papua, 
N ew  G uinea).
K E N Y A :
M iss E ileen  H icks; nurse/m idw ife.
R ev. and M rs. John M ason; C hrista in  educator, assigned to D aystar C om m unications, Inc.
M r. and M rs. A ndrew  W arren; journa lism  professor, assigned to D aystar C om m unications, Inc.
M EX IC O :
R ev. and M rs. Fred R eber; sem inary professor, assigned to  Institu to  E vangelistico  de M exico.
PA P U A  N E W  G U IN E A :
M r. and M rs. C arl C am pbell; transla tors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors (in SPFTC  in M adang). 
M r. L eslie H eyw ard; transla tor, assigned to  W ycliffe B ible Translators.
PER U :
M iss E llen  K elly (to  be m arried to Jim  W roughton M ay 7, 1983); translator/literacy  w orker, assigned to 
W ycliffe  B ible Translators.
M r. and M rs. V em e M arshall; church  developm ent/evangelist.
M iss B eth Patterson; teacher o f  m issionary ch ild ren , assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
R ev. and M rs. M ark W ilson; church developm ent/teacher (in language school in C osta  R ica).
M r. Jam es F. W roughton, J r .; transla tor, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
PO R T U G A L :
♦Rev. and M rs. D onald C avtness; church planter/evangelist.
♦M iss Susan W ood; d iscip leship /evangelism  with church-planting  team .
SPA IN :
M r. and M rs. W . A lan M ourfield; B usiness m anager, assigned to Y outh for C hrist In ternational. 
T A IW A N :
♦Rev. Jam es D odson; church  planter/evangelist.
V E N E Z U E L A :
♦Rev. and M rs. G erry  G utierrez; church  p lanter/evangelist.
A SSIG N M E N T  PEN D IN G :
M r. and M rs. Johnston; p ilo t, assigned to JA A R S. W ycliffe B ible Translators.
♦M r. and M rs. K ent Seldal; church p lanter/professor (South A m erica).
M r. and M rs. K en T hom pson; A rea D irector, Education , assigned to Logoi In c ., South A m erica.
M r. and M rs. R ichard W agner; m anagem ent, assigned to JA A R S, W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.

SE R V A N T S IN M ISSIO N S A B R O A D  (SIM A ) 
FR A N C E :
M iss Sandra  Sm ith; church-planting  assistan t, M TW  team .
G E R M A N Y :
M iss Sandra  Pierce; secretary , assigned to G rea ter Europe M ission 
H A ITI:
M iss Jackie C urrie; physical therap ist, assigned to W orldteam .
Dr. and M rs. John M atthew s; m edical doctor, assigned to W orldteam .
IR E L A N D :
M r. and M rs. K en D ew hurst; church planting/evangelistic  w orkers, assigned to New L ife Presbyterian  
C hurch .
M r. and M rs. Dan M acha; church planting/evengelistic  w orker, assigned to New L ife P resbyterian  C hurch . 
JA PA N :
M r. John C ochrane; teacher o f English  as a second language, assigned to L anguage Institute fo r Evangelism . 
M r. W ayne N ew som e; teacher o f  English  as a second language, assigned to M TW .
M r. Eric Popp; teacher o f  English as a second language, assigned to  M TW .
K E N Y A :
M r. and M rs. R obert B row n; builder, assigned to H elps International M inistries.
M r. and M rs. A . G illis D ouglass III; support personnel, assigned to W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors.
M iss H olly  H enley; teacher, assigned to A frican Inland M ission.
M iss Joyce L. R uchte; teacher/secondary  schools nationals, assigned to A frica  Inland M ission.
L IB E R IA :
M r. C . K nox Baird; teacher/accountant, assigned to A frica B ible C olleges.
M EX IC O :
M iss T oni P. Lew is; teaching m issionary  children.
M r. N oel K ennedy T oler III; church-planting  assistan t, M TW  team .
P H IL IP P IN E S
M iss L eigh A nee M aggard; teacher o f  m issionary ch ild ren , assigned to O C  M inistries.
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M r. and M rs. John W . Y arbrough; support personnel, assigned to  W ycliffe B ible T ransla tors. 
PO R T U G A L :
M iss Jane Sim m erm an; teacher o f  m issionary ch ild ren , assigned to PCA  church-p lan ting  team .
T A IW A N :
M iss Sandra M . Self; teacher, C h ris t’s C ollege.
M iss E lizabeth  K indall; teacher, C h ris t’s C ollege.

A SSIG N M E N T  C O N C L U D E D  (SIM A ):
M r. and M rs.  
M iss M arjorie H eath 
M iss Peggy Patterson 
M r. and M rs. C laude R obinson 
M r. A very Sm ith

SIM A  C A N D ID A T E S A S O F  M A R C H  1, 1983:
C O L U M B IA :
M r. H ardy W arren; accountan t, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.
E C U A D O R :
M r. Bill A llen; church  p lanting  assistan t, assigned to M TW  team .
K EN Y A:
M rs. N ell L iles; teacher o f  m issionary  children.
M r. and M rs. Jam es S tew art; a rch itect, assigned to H elps In ternational M inistries.
M iss E sther T riphan; nurse/m idw ifery , assigned to M uruu Station.
K O R EA :
M r. and M rs. Petrie M itchell; church planting assis tan t, assigned to M TW  team .
M ID D L E  EAST:
M iss B everly H ow ie; church  p lanting/evangelism , assigned to  N orth A frica  M ission.
M r. and M rs. T om  Pasquarello ; church p lan ting /evangelism , assigned  to N orth A frica M ission.
M r. and M rs. John W eed; church  p lanting/evangelism , assigned to  N orth A frica M ission.
NIG ER IA :
Rev. W illiam  R obfogel; B ible teacher, assigned to Sudan In terior M ission.
PA P U A  N E W  G U IN E A :
M r. and M rs. John M orrell; fam ily counselors, assigned to W ycliffe B ible Translators.

FIN A N C E S:
D espite a year o f  econom ic recession  w orldw ide and despite the unexpected  unbudgeted  costs re la ted  to  the 

Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing, M TW  ended 1982 in the black. W e praise G od  fo r the fa ithfu lness o f H is peop le , w ho 
contributed  a total o f  $51,994 m ore than ou r expenditures.

Not only does M TW  as a w hole have a healthy year-end balance shee t, but the indiv idual m issionary  support 
accounts are in overall good condition  as w ell. W e are show ing support account defic its o f $8 5 ,9 6 9  as o f 
12/31/82. W e have reserves available to cover these deficits o f  $102,823. The m issionary  support balances 
grew  by 41.5%  from  $429 ,952  as o f  D ecem ber 31, 1981, to $608 ,243  on  D ecem ber 31, 1982, m aking a net 
im provem ent o f  $164,460 o r 45 .9%  during 1982.

A dm inistrative E xpenses w ere 19.9%  o f total incom e. This is h igher than the 16.9% projected  in the 1982 
budget due to increased expenses o f $76,681 resulting from  the Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing  and from  delays in 
installation o f  M TW  financial records onto  the PCA  com puter. R em oving this excess from  the actual 
adm inistration  expenses results in an adjusted  cost percentage o f 17.7% .

A concern  o f the C om m itee fo r the future is the G eneral A ssem bly ’s m ethod o f funding  the PC A M essenger, 
the PCA F oundation , and the Perm anent Subsom m ittee for S tew ardship  M inistries. D uring 1983, fo r exam ple, 
we anticipate no revenue from  undesignated  contributions given to  the PC A . It appears that all such 
contributions (and possibly m ore) will be used  to fund the three m entioned agencies.

A D M IN IST R A T IO N
As stated before , a large part o f the efforts o f the C om m ittee and staff w ere spent during  1982 in the Jo in ing  

and R eceiving process. T his section w ill report on m ajor additions and deletions to the M TW  execu tive  staff as 
well as the reorganization  that is presently  under way.

Rev. N elson M alkus, form er Executive Secretary o f  W orla  Presbyterian  M issions, In c . , has jo in ed  the staff 
o f M TW  as A ssociate C oordinator. H is know ledge o f  both the m inistries and the constituency o f  W PM  are 
invaluable in continuing  the forw ard thrust o f  our com bined m ission.

T he departure o f R ev. K ennedy Sm artt has left the entire M TW  fam ily sad but p leased . K ennedy 's  
contribution  to  M TW  as a founder, a supporting pastor, a C om m ittee  m em ber, chairm an o f  the C o m m ittee , and
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C oordinator o f C hurch  R elations can never be m easured. K ennedy and M ary Sm artt w ere honored at a banquet 
held at the N ovem ber retreat. T he C om m ittee com m ends them  to their im portant new  w ork with the C om m ittee  
on  M ission to  N orth A m erica w ith deep  appreciation  for their past service to M TW  and great anticipation  o f the 
positive e ffect that K ennedy’s leadership  in evangelism  will have on ou r w hole denom ination .

W ith the gain ing  o f the serv ices o f Mr. M alkus and the responsib ilities for all the W PM  w orks and w ith the 
sim ultaneous loss o f Mr. S m artt, the C om m ittee has taken the opportun ity  to enlarge and to reorganize its 
executive staff. At this tim e last year, the senior s taff organization  was as follows:

G E N E R A L
A SSEM B L Y

M T W  W P M  A D V ISO R Y
C O M M IT T E E  C O M M IT T E E

M TW  C O O R D IN A T O R  
fcu l M cK aughan

SIM A  
Jay K yle

C O O R D IN A T O R  O F  
C H U R C H  R E LA TIO N S 

K ennedy  S m artt

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  
D IR E C T O R  

C arl W ilhelm

A S S O C IA T E  
C O O R D IN A T O R  

N elson  M alkus

PC A  FIE L D  
CO O R D IN A T O R S  

G ene  B oyer 
G len n  C am en isch  

D ick  Dye 
H ugh L in ton  
S am  M ateer 

C alv in  Sm ith 
A ndy  Toth 

D avid W hite

C H U R C H  
RE L A T IO N S 
Jim m y Lyons

Presently , the sen io r s ta ff  is be ing  o rg an ized  as follows:

M T W  C O M M IT T E E

C o o rd in a to r Paul M cK aughan

Jim m y  L yons-M issionary Ll 1.2 A ssoc ia te  C o o rd in ato r-N elso n  M alkus

Evangelist Rastoral C are  &  N u rtu re— D on P atterson

SIM A R E C R U IT IN G  
Jay K yle

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  
D IR E C T O R  

C arl W ilhelm

D E V E L O P M E N T  
C O M M U N IC A T IO N  

M arion  B arnes

O V E R S E A S
C O O R D IN A T O R



APPENDICES 253

The C om m ittee  is gratefu l to G od for the addition to ou r s taff not on ly  o f Rev. N elson M alkus, but a lso  o f  Dr. 
M arion B am es as C oord inato r o f  D evelopm ent and C om m unication  and o f Dr. D onald  B. Patterson as Pastor- 
at-L arge. We solicit your prayers for G od 's  provision fo r m en to fill the im portan t position  o f SIM A  
C oordinator (Rev. Jayson K yle for the present) and of O verseas C oord inato r (Rev. Paul M cK aughan for the 
present).

We praise G od for these dedicated  m en w ho head the adm inistrative staff o f M ission  to  the W orld. T he  o ther 
com petent m em bers o f the D ecatur team  are M rs. H elene Spears, C andidate Secretary ; M iss V irginia R oberts, 
A dm inistrative A ssistant; M rs. A nne Kelley, Itineration/Support Secretary ; Finance; Mr. Paul W illard , M rs. 
C asey Barr, M rs. June B lankenship, Mr. A llan M ay; Secretarial Services: M rs. Jill M ilton , M rs. Susan Riter, 
M iss G w yn L lew ellyn, M iss B arbara Johnson (part-tim e), M rs. Suzy Brow n (part-tim e); Itineration: M iss 
C hris R oberts; SIM A : M rs. Shirley M cL ean, A dm inistrative A ssistant; M iss M ary Lee Jones.

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T S:
Listed below  are the agencies with w hich M TW  has cooperative  agreem ents:
A frica E vangelical Fellow ship
C am pus C rusade for C hrist In ternational, International R esources 
C hristian R eform ed W orld M issions 
D aystar C om m unications, Inc.
Evangelism  Explosion  III International 
G reater Europe M ission
H apD ong P resbyterian  T heological S em inary , Seoul, K orea 
♦Instituto E vangelistico  de M exico  vangelical Institute o f M exico)
Inter-V arsity  C hristian  Fellow ship
LaFaculte de T heologie  R eform ee, A ix-en-P rovence. France 
L ogoi, Inc.
M ission A viation Fellow ship
N orth A frica M ission O . C. M in istries, Inc.
■"Operation M obilization
O verseas M issionary  Fellow ship
SIM , In ternational (form erly  Sudan Interior M ission)
South A m erica  M ission . Inc.
W orld E vangelical Fellow ship  
W orld R adio M issionary Fellow ship  
W orld team  (form erly W est Indies M ission)
W ycliffe B ible T ranslators 
"Y outh  for C hrist International

"Indicates new  cooperative  agreem ent since last report.

SIM A  C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T
A frican Inland M ission 
A frican B ible C ollege 
"H elps In ternational M inistries 
Language Institute for E vangelism  
New Life P resbyterian  C hurch

"Ind icates new  cooperative  agreem ent since last report.

W O R L D  R E LIE F
The W orld R elief C orporation  continues to be the channel through w hich the PC A  assists the v ic tim s o f  natural 
o r m an-m ade d isasters . D uring 1982, PCA churches contributed  approxim ately  $54 ,059  through W R C .

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D
T eaching Elders R uling Elders

1986
A ddison Soltau R obert M ifflin , Jr.
E. Lee Trinkle  III W . Jack  W illiam son

1985
Carl W . B ogue, Jr. L. B. A ustin  III
Henry R. G undlach II



254 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

C harles R. Y oung III 
R obert R . A uffarth

W illiam  J. S tanw ay 
R. T hom as Cheely

W illiam  D. M cC olley

1984

1983

A lternates

H arry M usser, Jr. 
A shtoon Stew art

Loyd S trickland

N elson K ennedy

W O R L D  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  M ISSIO N S A D V ISO R Y  SU B C O M M IT T E E
Teaching Elders Ruling Elders
R obert F. A uffarth  N elson K ennedy
H arold B urkhart John C hristie
Paul G ilchrist Robert M ifflin . Jr.
AI Lutz
W illiam  D. M cC olley 
A ddison Soltau

S E R V A N T S IN M ISSIO N S A B R O A D  C O M M IT T E E
T eaching Elders 
R. T hom as Cheely 
R obert F itler 
G eorge W . Long 
T erry  M ercer 
R andy Pope

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S
1. That the G eneral A ssem bly  express its gratitude to G od for each  m issionary and candidate and ask His 

con tinued  provision  for their sp iritual, physical, and em otional needs.
2. That the G eneral A ssem bly express its appreciation  to the presbyteries, churches, and individuals who 

give prayerful and financial support to the m issionary fam ily and the w ork o f M ission to the W orld.
3. That the G eneral A ssem bly com m end the work o f Paul M cK aughan and that he be reelected to the office 

o f C oordinator.
4 . That the G eneral A ssem bly  express its appreciation  to A ssociation  C oord ina to r N elson M alkus. to 

M issionary/E vangelist Jim m y L yons, to SIM A  C oord inato r Jason K yle, to A dm inistrative D irector Carl 
W ilhelm , and to the entire  M TW  staff for their exem plary service to ou r Lord in behalf o f our 
denom ination  and its m issionaries.

5. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve in principle the concept o f a season o f p rayer as presented by M ission 
to N orth A m erica.

6. T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  urge the churches to set aside a portion o f their g iv ing  for the suffering 
peoples o f the w orld and that, to this end. it be recom m ended that a special o ffering  for w orld re lie f be 
taken on E aster Sunday o f 1984.

7. T hat the presbyteries and churches be urged to challenge their gifted men to serve the cause o f C hrist in 
w orld evangelization  and particularly  that the need be published for ordained  teaching  e lders to  serve on 
M ission to the W orld church-planting  team s.

8. That the G eneral A ssem bly  adopt the proposal o f the Perm anent Subcom m ittee on S tew ardsh ip  M in is
tries concerning  Perm anent C om m ittee O rganization.

9. That the corporation . W orld Presbyterian M issions. Inc ., be continued as a 501(c)(3) corporation  under 
the IR S, w ith a nam e change and under the control o f the C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld.

10. That the cooperative  agreem ents w ith the Instituto Evangelistico  de M exico . O peration  M obilization . 
Youth for C hrist In ternational, and Helps International M inistries (S IM A ) be approved. (See attached 
cop ies o f  the agreem ents, as well as the doctrinal statem ent and board o f d irecto rs for each agency . )

11. That the reduced 1983 and proposed 1984 M TW  budgets, and the reduced 1983 and proposed 1984 SIM A 
budgets, be approved.

12. That the G eneral A ssem bly allow  M ission to the W orld an additional year to respond to issue o f m ission/ 
church  relation.

R uling Elders 
T hom as H. M cC allie  III 
Tom m y Saunders 
Lloyd S trickland
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C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  W H E R E B Y  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  M IS SIO N A R IE S  
O F T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

W O R K  W IT H  IN ST IT U T O  E V A N G E L IST IC  D E  M E X IC O

T H E  TE R M S O F TH IS A G R E E M E N T  REL A T E T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F  A M E M B E R  M ISSIO N A R Y
R E L A T IO N SH IP

1. The m issionary  will have dual m em bership  status w ith both the M ission to the W orld  and Institu to  
Evangelistic  de M exico.

2. The appoin tm ent o f the m issionary will be subject to the approval o f both agencies in accordance w ith  the 
standards established  by each  agency.

3. In the event that one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered by the o ther, such m ateria ls w ill be 
shared w ith the understanding  that the m aterials will be kept confidential by that agency.

4. The m issionary candidate will participate in the full candidate and training p rogram  o f  Institu to  
Evangelistic  de M exico.

5. T im e will be allow ed for the candidate , if necessary , to do  itineration o r depu tation  w ork under the 
coordination  o f  the M ission to the W orld w ithin Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica churches in o rder that 
adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized.

6 Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico w ill supervise the securing  o f v isas and m ake o th e r a rrangem ents
necessary for beginning field work.

7. M ission to the W orld  will be the sponsoring agency for financial and p rayer support o f  the m issionary.
8. Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico  will be the directing  agency in relation  to m issionary  activ ities  on  the 

field.
9. Final d iscip line  as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f  the P resbyterian  

C hurch in A m erica.
10. T he M ission to the W orld  m issionary will have liberty in the full and free presenta tion  o f  the gospel as 

con tained  in and understood in the R eform ed v iew , as con tained  in the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith 
and the larger and S horter C atechism , recognizing  that he m ust also respect the position  o f  o thers in an 
interdenom inational setting.

11. T he Institu to  E vangelistico  de M exico  affirm s, for the background o f  this ag reem ent, the N ational 
A ssociation  o f  Evangelicals (N A E ) Statem ent o f Faith . (See page three o f  this ag reem ent.)

12. W hile on the field  and w hile traveling  to and from  the fie ld , the m issionary w ill be under the ju risd ic tion  
o f Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico.

13. W hile on the field , the m issionary  w ill be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing  equally  in priv ileges 
and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being subject to the policies and d irection  o f  Institu to  
Evangelistic  de M exico.

14. T he m issionary 's  field  d irec to r w ill initiate furlough planning  in consu ltation  w ith M ission  to the W orld 
and also  w ith Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico.

15. W hile on  furlough, the m issionary will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to the W orld . A m ong the 
m issionary 's  furlough responsib ilities, consideration  w ill be given  by M ission  to  the W orld  to  assign 
m ents, p ro jects, additional study o r training requested by Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico  P rogress and 
activity  inform ation during  furlough will be provided for Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico.

16. W hile on furlough, the m issionary w ill be expected  by M ission to  the W orld to carry  on a  deputation  
m inistry  for M ission to the W orld w ithin the constituency o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
congregations. Each agency will assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f depu tation  w hen the m em ber 
is doing  deputation  for e ither agency. Prim ary depu tation  responsib ilities w ill be w ithin the P resbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica under M ission to the W orld coord ination .

17. The m issionary w ill not solicit hom eland constituencies o f e ither agency fo r personal funds o r  field  needs 
w ithout the perm ission  o f the respective agency.

18. The financial re la tionship  o f  the m issionary w ith Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico  w ill be the sam e as that 
fo r all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any portion  o f 
furlough under M ission  to the W orld , the quota m ay be sent by that agency. M ission to  the W orld  will 
receive and receipt the m issionary 's  funds from  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica  and transfer them  
m onthly to Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico to be transm itted  to the field  by that agency. Institu to  
Evangelistic  de M exico  will inform  M ission to the W orld  o f funds designated  for the m issionary  from  
other sources.

19. T he hosp ita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance plans provided by M ission to the W orld w ill be availab le 
to the m issionary by m utual agreem ent o f both agencies.

Institu to  Evangelistic  de M exico

Dr. Pablo Perez M Title
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Dr. Joel C ontreras T itle

D ate: 10/28/82

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D , PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

C hairm an C oordinator

D a te :_____________________

N A T IO N A L  A SSO C IA T IO N  O F E V A N G E L IC A L  ST A T E M E N T  O F FA ITH
1. W e believe the B ible to be the inspired , the only infalliab le , au thoritative w ord o f G od.
2. W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy G host.
3. W e believe in the deity  o f ou r Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is virgin birth , in H is sin less life, in H is m iracles, in

His v icarious and atoning death through H is shed b lood , in H is bodily  resurrec tion , in H is ascension  to
the right hand o f the Father, and in his personal return in pow er and glory.

4. W e believe that fo r the salvation o f lost and sinful m an regeneration  by the H oly Spirit is absolutely 
essential.

5. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f the Holy Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enab led  to live a 
godly  life.

6. W e believe in the resurrection  o f  both the saved and the lost; that they are saved un to  the resurrection  o f 
life and that they are lost into the resurrection o f dam nation.

7. W e believe in the spiritual unity o f believers in our Lord Jesus C hrist.

D O C T R IN A L  ST A T E M E N T  
O F T H E

IN ST IT U T O  E V A N G E L IS T IC O  DE M E X IC O
I. W e believe that G od  is a person revealed  in the Trinity: Father, Son and H oly Spirit. Equal in nature, 

a ttributes and perfections. (D eut. 6:4. M att. 28:19. I C or. 8:6. John 10:30, 4 :24 .)
II. W e believe that Jesus C hrist is the im age o f the invisible G od H im self; conceived by the Holy Spirit; bom  

o f the V irgin M ary; died for our sins, rose from  the tom b, ascended into heaven and is there as our 
in tercessor, from  w hence He will com e to establish H is k ingdom  and judge  the living and the d ead . (A cts 
1:9-11. C ol. 1:5. Phil 2 :5-8. Heb. 4:1-16.)

III. W e believe that the H oly Spirit is the third person o f  the T rinity . He is now  in the w orld and convicts the 
w orld o f  s in , o f righteousness and o f  judgem ent; dw ells in each  believer in order to guide h im , seal him  
for the day o f  redem ption , and cleanse him  o f all sin by the blood o f C hrist. (John 16:7-13. Eph. 1:13, 
4:30)

IV. W e believe that the B ible is the W ord o f G od . that it has been d ivinely inspired and revealed  by the Holy 
Spirit; we believe in its verbal and plenary inspiration. (II T im . 3:16. II Peter 1:21.)

V. W e B elieve that m an w as created in the im age o f G od , fell into sin and is lost; and unless he be bom  again 
he cannot en ter into the k ingdom  o f  G od. Salvation is by grace through faith in C hrist; the rew ard o f  the 
righteousness is e ternal, as is the judgem ent o f the evil and unbelievers. (John 3:16. A cts 13:38, 39. Rom. 
3 :10-23.)

VI. W e believe that the C hurch  is a chosen  body o f  believers, baptized  by the Holy Spirit. Its m ission is to 
p roclaim  Jesus C hrist as the only true Savior, preach the G ospel to every  c reatu re , and it w ill be taken up 
into the a ir with the Lord. (A cts 2:41. M att. 28:19.20. Eph. 1:3-6. 1 T hess. 4:16,18.)

V II. W e believe in the Second C om ing o f C hrist, personal and visible. (John 14:3. A cts 1:11)

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  W H E R E B Y  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  
M IS SIO N A R IE S O F T H E  PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

W O R K  W ITH  O P E R A T IO N  M O B IL IZ A T IO N , IN C .

T H E  TE R M S O F T H IS A G R E E M E N T  R EL A T E T O  T H E  C A TEG O R Y  O F A M E M B E R  M ISSIO N A R Y
R E L A T IO N SH IP

1. The m issionary w ill have dual m em bership  status w ith both the M ission to the W orld and O peration  
M obilization , Inc.

2. T he appointm ent o f the m issionary will be subject to the approval o f both agencies in accordance w ith the 
standards established  by each  agency.

3. In the even t that one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered by the o ther, such m aterials will be
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shared w ith the understanding  that the m aterials will be kept confidential by that agency.
4. The m issionary  candidate w ill participate in the full candidate and train ing  p rogram  o f O peration- 

M obilization , Inc..
5. T im e will be allow ed for the cand idate , if  necessary , to do  itineration o r depu tation  w ork under the 

coordination  o f the M ission to the W orld w ithin P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica churches in o rder that 
adequate p rayer and financial support can be realized.

6. O peration  M obilization , Inc. will supervise the securing o f  visas and m ake o ther arrangem ents necessary  
for beginning  field work

7. M ission to the W orld will be the sponsoring  agency for financial and p rayer support o f the m issionary .
8. O peration  M obilization . Inc. will be the directing  agency in relation to m issionary activ ities on the field. 

C hanges in m utually  accepted  jo b  descrip tions should be m ade in consultation  w ith M ission to the W orld.
9. Final discip line as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f  the Presbyterian  

C hurch in A m erica.
10. T he M ission to the W orld m issionary will have liberty in the full and free presentation  o f  the gospel as 

con tained  in and understood in the R eform ed view , as contained  in the W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith 
and the larger and Shorter C atech ism , recognizing  that he m ust also respect the position  o f o thers in an 
interdenom inational setting.

11. O peration  M obilization , Inc. affirm s, for the background o f  this agreem ent, the N ational A ssociation  o f 
Evangelicals (N A E) Statem ent o f Faith. (See page three o f  this agreem ent.)

12. W hile on the field  and w hile traveling  to and from  the field , the m issionary will be under the ju risd ic tion  
o f O peration  M obilization , Inc.

13. W hile on the field , the m issionary will be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing equally  in privileges 
and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being subject to the policies and d irection  o f  O peration  
M obilization , Inc ..

14. The m issionary 's  field d irec to r w ill initiate furlough p lanning in consultation  w ith M ission to the W orld 
and also  w ith O peration  M obilization , Inc..

15. W hile on furlough, the m issionary will be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to the W orld . A m ong the 
m issionary 's  furlough responsib ilities, consideration  will be given by M ission to the W orld to assign 
m ents, p ro jects, additional study o r train ing  requested by O peration  M obilization , Inc. Progress and 
activity  inform ation during  furlough will be provided for O peration  M obilization , Inc ..

16. W hile on furlough, the m issionary w ill be expected  by M ission to the W orld to carry on a deputation  
m inistry  fo r M ission to the W orld w ithin the constituency o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica 
congregations. Each agency will assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f depu tation  w hen the m em ber 
is doing  deputation  for e ithe r a g en cy . Prim ary deputation  responsib ilities will be w ithin the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica under M ission to the W orld coordination .

17. The m issionary w ill not solicit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency for personal funds o r field  needs 
w ithout the perm ission  o f  the respective agency.

18. The financial relationship  o f the m issionary w ith O peration  M obilization , Inc. w ill be the sam e as that for 
all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any portion  o f 
furlough under M ission to the W orld , the quota may be sent by that agency. M ission to the W orld  will 
receive and receipt the m issionary 's  funds from  the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica and transfer them  
m onthly to O peration  M obilization . Inc. to be transm itted  to the field by that agency. O peration  
M obilization , Inc. will inform  M ission to the W orld o f funds designated  for the m issionary from  other 
sources.

19. The hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance plans provided by M ission to the W orld will be available 
to the m issionary by m utual agreem ent o f both agencies.

O peration  M obilization , Inc.

title

title

Date: ______________________

C O M M IT T E E  ON  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D , PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A

C hairm an 

Date: ___

C oordinator
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N A T IO N A L  A SSO C IA T IO N  O F E V A N G E L IC A L  ST A T E M E N T  O F FA ITH

II.
III.

IV.

VI.

VII.

W e believe the B ible to  be the inspired, the only infalliab le , au thoritative w ord o f G od.
W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  existent in three persons: Father. Son and H oly G host.
W e believe in the deity  o f  our Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is virgin birth , in H is sin less life, in H is m iracles, in 
His vicarious and atoning death  through H is shed blood, in His bodily  resurrection , in H is ascension  to 
the right hand o f the Father, and in his personal return in pow er and g lory.
W e believe that for the salvation o f  lost and sinful man regeneration  by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential.
W e believe in the present m inistry  o f the Holy Spirit by w hose indw elling the C hristian  is enabled  to live a 
godly  life.
W e believe in the resurrection o f both the saved and the lost; that they are saved unto  the resurrection  o f 
life and that they are lost into the resurrection o f dam nation.
W e believe in the spiritual unity o f  believers in our Lord Jesus C hrist.

D O C T R IN A L  ST A T E M E N T  O F T H E  
O P E R A T IO N  M O B IL IZ A T IO N , IN C .

W e believe that the Scrip tures, both the O ld and New Testam ents in their orig inal texts, are fully inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, w ithout erro r, and are the final au thority  for the Church.
W e believe that there in one G od , eternally  existent in three persons. Father, Son and H oly Spirit.
W e believe in the absolute deity  and full hum anity  o f  o u r Lord Jesus C hrist. W e believe in H is virgin 
b irth . H is sinless life, the authenticity  o f His m iracles. H is v icarious and atoning death . H is bodily  
resurrection . H is present m ediatorial w ork in heaven.
W e believe in the personality  and deity o f  the Holy Spirit. W e believe He g ives life. He sanctifies, He 
em pow ers and com forts all believers.
W e believe that m an is saved through repentance and faith in the finished w ork o f  C hrist. Justification  is 
through grace alone.
W e believe that the C hurch  is the body o f Jesus C hrist com posed o f all true believers. T he p resent w ork o f 
the C hurch  is the w orship  o f  G od , the perfecting  o f the sain ts, and the evangelisa tion  o f  the w orld.
W e believe in the personal and bodily  return o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist to consum ate  our salvation and 
establish  H is g lorious k ingdom .

B O A R D  M E M B E R S O F O P E R A T IO N  M O B IL IZ A T IO N , IN C .

G ene A ddison, President D ave Hicks
224 C anterbury PI. 60  C hestnut Street
R idgew ood, NJ 07450 M idland Park, NJ 07432
201-447-2336 201-652-4097
201-837-0507 (w ork) 201-423-4551

Fred G rosser, V ice President Ray C ooper
19 O ak Hill Road 573 C olonial Rd.
M idland Park, NJ 07432 Franklin  L akes, NJ 07417
201-445-9207 201-891-5011

N elvin M iller, Secretary B arney V an Dyk
358 C anterbury Lane 825 Fox H edges Road
W yckoff, NJ 07481 Franklin  R oad, NJ 07417
201-444-0234 201-337-0315

201-445-8200 work
G ordon S tanley , T reasurer
491 Sicom ac Ave. Ed G allenkam p
W ycoff, NJ 07481 541 Farview
201-891-4688 W ycoff, NJ 07418
201-423-0045 201-891-3976

201-891-1234 (dairy)

Paul T roper, F inancial T reasurer Bill S ikkem a
244 G odw in Ave. 15 Berry Place
R idgew ood, NJ 07405 G len R ock. NJ 07452
201-652-6186 201-444-2913
201-652-6690 (private) 
201-423-4551 (w ork)
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G eorge V erw er, Jr.
International D irector 
P .O . Box 17 
B rom ley, K EN T 
B R I3 N R  
England
211-441-777-2353 
011-441-777-5268 (private)

G eorge V erw er, Sr.
469 Lakeside Dr.
Franklin  L akes, NJ 07417 
201-337-7587

Darrel L ingle 
725 O ld Tow ne Rd.
C learfie ld , Pa 16830 
814-765-6071

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  W H E R EB Y  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  
M IS SIO N A R IE S O F  T H E  P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  

W O R K  W ITH  Y O U T H  FO R C H R IS T , IN T E R N A T IO N A L

T H E  TE R M S O F  TH IS A G R E E M E N T  R E L A T E  T O  T H E  C A T E G O R Y  O F  A M EM BE R  M ISSIO N A R Y
R E L A T IO N SH IP .

1. T he m issionary will have dual m em bership  status w ith both the M ission to the W orld and Y outh For 
C hrist, In ternational.

2. T he appoin tm ent o f  the m issionary will be subject to the approval o f both agencies in accordance w ith the 
standards established by each agency.

3. In the event that one agency requests confidential m aterials gathered by the o ther, such m aterials will be 
shared w ith the understanding that the m aterials will be kept confidential by that agency.

4. T he m issionary candidate  will participate in the full candidate and tra in ing  program  o f  Y outh For C hrist, 
International.

5. T im e will be allow ed for the cand idate , if necessary , to do  itineration o r deputation  w ork under the 
coordination  o f the M ission to the W orld w ithin P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica churches in order that 
adequate prayer and financial support can be realized.

6. Youth For C hrist. International will supervise the securing  o f  v isas and m ake o ther arrangem ents 
necessary for beginning  field work.

7. M ission to the W orld will be the sponsoring agency for financial and p rayer support o f the m issionary.
8. Youth For C hrist, International will be the d irecting  agency in relation to m issionary  activ ities on the 

field. C hanges in m utually  accepted jo b  descrip tions should be m ade in consultation  with M ission to the 
W orld.

9. Final discip line as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church court o f the Presbyterian 
C hurch in A m erica

10. The M ission to the W orld m issionary will have liberty in the full and free presentation  o f  the gospel as 
contained in and understood in the R eform ed view , as contained  in the W estm inster C onfession  o f Faith 
and the larger and Shorter C atech ism , recognizing that he m ust also  respect the position o f o thers in an 
in terdenom inational setting.

11. Youth For C hrist, International affirm s, for the background o f this agreem ent, the N ational A ssociation 
o f E vangelicals (N A E) Statem ent o f Faith . (See page three o f  this agreem ent )

12. W hile on the field and w hile traveling to and from  the field , the m issionary will be under the ju risd ic tion  
o f Youth For C hrist. International.

13. W hile on the field , the m issionary will be an integral part o f the field staff, sharing equally  in privileges 
and responsib ilities as any o ther m em ber and being subject to the policies and d irection  o f Youth For 
C hrist, International

14. The m issionary 's  field d irec to r will initiate furlough p lanning in consultation  with M ission to the W orld 
and also with Youth For C hrist, International.

15. W hile on furlough, the m issionary w ill be under the ju risd ic tion  o f M ission to the W orld. A m ong the

Jim  Stuck 
15 Henry St.
Apt. 18
B loom field , NJ 07003 
201-429-7795 
212-770-2283 (w ork)

Dick G uilick
P .O . Box 177
Vail ley Forge, PA 19481
215-783-5533

Peter V roon
175 S. M ountain Dr.
V alley Forge, PA 19481
215-783-0157
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m issionary’s furlough responsib ilities, consideration  will be g iven  by M ission to the W orld  to assign 
m ents, p ro jects, additional study o r train ing  requested by Youth For C hrist, In ternational Progress and 
activ ity  inform ation during  furlough w ill be provided fo r Youth For C hrist, In ternational.

16. W hile on furlough, the m issionary  will be expected  by M ission to the W orld to carry  on  a deputation  
m inistry  for M ission to the W orld w ithin the constituency o f the Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica 
congregations. Each agency will assum e the arrangem ents and expenses o f deputation  w hen the m em ber 
is doing  deputation  for e ither agency. Prim ary deputation  responsib ilities will be w ithin the Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica under M ission to the W orld coordination.

17. The m issionary will not solicit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency for personal funds o r field needs 
w ithout the perm ission  o f  the respective agency.

18. The financial relationship  o f  the m issionary w ith Y outh For C hrist, International w ill be the sam e as that 
for all o ther m em bers including the assessm ent and support quo tas, except that during  any portion  o f  
furlough under M ission to the W orld , the quota m ay be sent by that agency. M ission to the W orld  will 
receive and receipt the m issionary’s funds from  the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica and transfer them  
m onthly to Y outh For C hrist, International to be transm itted to the field by that agency. Youth For C hrist, 
International w ill inform  M ission to the W orld o f  funds designated  for the m issionary from  o ther sources.

19. The hospita lization , re tirem ent, and insurance p lans provided by M ission to the W orld  w ill be availab le  
to the m issionary by m utual agreem ent o f  both agencies.

Youth For C hrist, International

title

title

Date: ______________________

C O M M IT T E E  ON  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D , PR ESB Y T ER IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A

C hairm an C oordinator

Date: ______________________

N A T IO N A L  A SSO C IA T IO N  O F  E V A N G E L IC A L S IN T E R N A T IO N A L  S T A T E M E N T  O F  FA ITH
1. W e believe the B ible to be the inspired , the only  infalliab le, au thorita tive  w ord o f  G od.
2. W e believe that there is one G od , eternally  existent in three persons: Father, Son and H oly G host.
3. W e believe in the deity  o f  our Lord Jesus C hrist, in H is virgin b irth , in H is sinless life, in H is m iracles, in 

His v icarious and atoning death  through H is shed blood, in H is bodily  resurrection , in H is ascension  to 
the right hand o f  the Father, and in his personal return in pow er and glory.

4. W e believe that for the salvation o f  lost and sinful m an regeneration  by the Holy Spirit is absolu tely  
essentia l.

5. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f the Holy Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enabled  to live a 
godly life.

6. W e believe in the resurrection o f  both the saved and the lost; that they are saved unto  the resurrection  o f 
life and that they are lost into the resurrection o f  dam nation .

7. W e believe in the spiritual unity o f  believers in our Lord Jesus C hrist.

D O C T R IN A L  ST A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  Y O U T H  FO R  C H R IS T , IN T E R N A T IO N A L
I. W e believe the B ible to be the inspired , infallible and authoritative W ord o f G od.
II. W e believe in one G od . eternally  ex isting  in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
III. W e believe in the deity  o f  our Lord Jesus C hrist and H is v irgin b irth , in H is s inless life, in H is m iracles, in 

His v icarious and a toning death through H is shed blood, in H is bodily  resurrection , in H is ascension  to 
the right hand o f the Father, in H is personal return in pow er and glory.

IV. W e believe that, for the salvation  o f  lost and sinful m an, regenration  by the Holy Spirit is absolu tely  
essential.

V. W e believe in the present m inistry  o f  the H oly Spirit by w hose indw elling  the C hristian  is enabled  to  live a 
godly life.

VI. W e believe in the resurrection o f  both the saved and the lost, they that are saved unto  the resurrection  o f  
life and they that are lost unto the resurrection o f  dam nation.

V II. W e believe in the spiritual unity o f  believers in C hrist.



APPENDICES 261

Y O U T H  FO R  C H R IST /U SE  
B O A R D  O F T R U ST E E S

D r. W illiam  E. Pannell Jo h n n y  C ash A lfred  (A l) E. K uhnle
C h a irm an  o f  the  Board T h e  H ouse o f  C ash E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r,
A ss ’t. P ro fesso r o f  E vangelism Box 508 D etro it M etro  Y F C
F u lle r  T h eo lo g ica l Sem inary H en d erso n v ille , T N  37075 24331 W . 8 M ile  Rd.
135 N . O ak lan d  A ve. O ff. 6 1 5 -8 2 4 -5 1 1 0 D etro it, M I 4 8 2 1 9
P asan d en a , C A  91101 O f f .3 1 3 -5 3 3 -3 9 0 0
O ff. 213-4 4 9 -1 7 4 5 Jam es  C . G reen

830 0  S. W . 116th T errace W illiam  H . S lem p , Jr.
K enneth  E . G u n d ersen M iam i, F L  3 3156 V ice -P resid en t,
S ecretary R es. 305-2 5 3 -8 0 4 8 E state  P lan n in g , Y F C /U S A
P resid en t, G u n d ersen 741 S p y g lass  Rd.

C o n s tru c tio n , Inc. A. R alph  H ixson E u g en e , O R  97401
1580 D evon  A ve. P resid en t, O ff .5 0 3 -4 8 5 -7 1 9 3
D es P la in s , IL  6 0018 P o w er C o n s tru c to rs , Inc.
O ff. 3 1 2 -8 2 4 -1 1 1 9 P .O . B ox 1105 B en jam in  S . W eiss

A rlin g to n , T X  7 6010 60 8 A  O ran g e  G ro v e  A ve.
V ic to r P . Sm ith O ff. 817-460-1951 Sou th  P asen d en a , C A  9 1 0 3 0
T reasu re r R es. 2 1 3 -6 8 2 -1 2 0 9
P residen t, Dr. Jay  L . K esler

V isto r  P . S m ith  D rillin g , Inc. P resid en t, Y F C /U S A D r. G eo rg e  M . W ilson
Box 22705 B ox 41 9 E x ecu tiv e  V ice P resid en t
Ja ck so n , M S 39205 W h eato n , IL 6 0189 B illy  G rah am  E v an g elis tic  A ssn .
O ff .6 0 1 -9 4 8 -5 2 3 6 O ff. 3 1 2 -6 6 8 -6 6 0 0 1300 H arm on  P lace

Larry K re ider
M in n eap o lis , M N  5 5403

R onald  P. H u tchcraft O ff .6 1 2 -3 3 8 -0 5 0 0
First V ice P residen t E xecu tive  D irec to r,
E xecu tive D irec to r, Y C F  o f  G re a te r  H ouston D r. S am u al F . W o lg em u th

M etro p o litan  Y F C 9 302  W ilcrest P residen t E m eritu s , Y F C I
1350 R t. 23  N orth H o u sto n , T X  77099 Box 4 1 9
W ay n e, NJ 07407 O ff. 7 1 3 -8 7 9 -9 8 0 0 W h eato n , IL  6 0187
O ff. 201-6 2 8 -8 5 0 3 O ff. 3 1 2 -6 6 8 -6 6 0 0

M rs. P a tric ia  A yres 
P .O . Box 206 
S ew an ee , T N  37375 
R e s .615-598-5591

C O O P E R A T IV E  A G R E E M E N T  B E T W E E N  SE R V A N T S IN M IS SIO N S A B R O A D  O F  T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  A N D  H E L PS IN T E R N A T IO N A L  M IN IST R IE S  

A N D  M R . A N D  M R S. R O B E R T  B R O W N

T H E  T E R M S O F  TH IS A G R E E M E N T  R EL A T E T O  T H E  C A TEG O R Y  O F A SH O R T-T ER M  
M ISSIO N A R Y  R E L A T IO N SH IP .

1. T he appoin tm ent o f M r. and M rs. R obert B row n shall be subject to the approval o f  agencies. They 
shall be assigned to serve in K enya fo r a period  o f 24 m onths. Any change in assignm ent o r length o f 
serv ice shall be subject to the approval o f  both  agencies.

2. It is expected  that the cand idates processing  will be the responsib ility  o f  SIM A . In the event that 
Helps In ternational M inistries requests confidentia l m ateria ls, such m aterials shall be shared w ith the 
understanding  that they are to be kept confidential by that agency.

3. M r. and M rs. Brow n will attend a 13-week pre-field  training with A gape In ternational. Further 
train ing  should be d iscussed  w ith the Servants in M issions A broad office.

4. Servants in M issions A broad shall be the responsib le agency for financial and p rayer support o f M r. 
and M rs. Brow n.

5. T im e shall be allow ed for M r. and M rs. B row n to properly  raise all finances under the coordination  
o f Servants in M issions A broad. O ne-hundred  percent o f their support and one-tim e expenses m ust 
be raised  before attending  pre-field  train ing .

6. In reference to the financial re la tionship , the Servants in M issions A broad program  shall receive and 
receipt all o f M r. And M rs. B row n 's  funds and transm it the p roper am ount each  m onth to them  on 
the field . C ost incurred by M r. and M rs. B row n, both the processing  and field  adm inistration  o f 
H elps International M inistries, w ill be covered  according to the m utually  agreed  upon term s betw een 
Servants in M issions A broad and H elps In ternational M inistries.

7. M r. and M rs. Brow n shall be under the m edical insurance plan provided by Servants in M issions 
A broad.
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8. M r. and M rs. Brow n shall not solicit hom eland constituencies o f  e ither agency for personal funds or 
field  needs w ithout the perm ission o f the respective agency.

9. W hile on  the field and w hile traveling to and from  the field , M r. and M rs. B row n shall be under the 
ju risd ic tion  o f  H elps International M inistries.

10. W hile on the fie ld , M r. and M rs. Brow n shall be considered  a part o f the field staff, being  sub ject to 
the policies and d irection  o f H elps International M inistries.

11. M r. and M rs. Brow n will have liberty in the full and free presentation  o f  the gospel as con ta ined  in 
and understood in the R eform ed view , as contained  in the W estm inster C onfession  and the L arger 
and S horter C atech ism , recognizing that they m ust also  respect the position o f o thers in an 
interdenom inational setting.

12. Final d iscip line as relates to theology and m orals rests in the p roper church  court o f  the Presbyterian  
C hurch in A m erica.

SIGN ED :

President, H elps International M inistries Date

C hairm an , C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld , P resbyterian C hurch in A m erica

C oord inato r, C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld, 
Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica Date

Signature o f M issionary Date

D O C T R IN A L  ST A T E M E N T  O F  
H E L PS IN T E R N A T IO N A L  M IN IST R IE S, INC .

I. W e believe in the verbal inspiration o f  the B ible, consisting  o f  the O ld and New T estam ents o n ly , as 
inspired by the H oly Spirit; it is inerrant in the original m anuscrip ts and is the infallible and authoritative 
W ord o f G od.

II. W e believe that the one triune G od exists e ternally  and co-equally  in three persons. Father. Son and Holy 
Spirit.

III. W e believe in the pre-existence and deity  o f  the Lord Jesus C hrist, His incarnation in real hum anity . His 
supernatural conception  o f  the Holy Spirit, H is virgin b irth . His m iraculous w ords and w orks. His 
v icarious death  on the cross, His bodily resurrection . H is acension to the F a ther’s throne w here He is 
presently  in terceding for H is church . His second com ing , and H is m illennial reign on earth .

IV. W e believe in the essential deity  and personality  o f the Holy Spirit, His convicting , regenerating , 
baptiz ing , sealing , indw elling , teaching, and filling m inistry .

V. W e believe that Satan is a person, a m aligant spirit, the enem y o f Jesus C hrist and the sain ts, and that he 
has been condem ned to be cast into the Lake o f Fire.

VI. W e believe that m an was created  innocent in the im age o f G od, but transgressed  and fell in A dam , as a 
resu lt, he is to tally  depraved and unable to recover from  his lost condition  w ithout the regeneration  o f  the 
Holy Spirit. E ternal salvation  is received by the grace o f  G od, in response to repentance tow ard  G od  and 
faith in ou r Lord Jesus C hrist.

VII. W e believe that every believer is indw elt by the Holy Spirit, receives a new  nature to coun teract the old 
nature , both  being present until the evidence o f the fullness o f the Holy Spirit.

VIII. W e believe that all believers are m em bers o f the invisible church , the body o f C hrist, form ed by the 
baptism  o f the Holy Spirit, and m anifests itself visibly in local bodies o f  believers, for the purposes o f 
C hristian  fe llow ship , adm inistration  o f the o rd iances o f baptism  and the L ord ’s suppper, and for teaching  
and testim ony.

IX. W e believe that C hrist com m anded the church to go into all the w orld to preach the gospel to every  
creatu re , baptizing  and teaching those who believe.

X . W e believe that the physical body o f the redeem ed will be resurrected to be conform ed to the body o f 
C h ris t 's  g lory , and to enjoy conscious b lessedness fo rever in the presence o f G od; and that the unsaved 
will be raised to everlasting  and conscious punishm ent in hell.
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HELPS INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES INC. 
P.O. Box 836 Advisory Board: 
Harlem, GA 30814 Hicks E. Anderson. Jr .. Cenified Public Accountant 
Phone: 404-556-9361 Dick Darr , President. Gospel Missionary Union 
President: Elwyn Davies. Director. Bible Christian College 
David P. DeJong Kent Davis , Asst. Prof. Engr. Div. , John Brown University 
Board of Directors: Walter Frank , Director at Large, Greater Europe Mission 
Rev. A.J. Ovenon , Everett S . Graffam, Retired Exec . Vice-President , 

Board Chairman World Relief Commission 
Mr. J. Glenn Bisset . J. Robenson McQuilkin . President , Columbia Bible College 

Vice-Chairman Stephen F. Olford. President, Encounter Ministries 
Dr. Reavis T. Eubanks. David G . Stone . Retired Actuary, Stone, Young & Co. 

Secretaryrfreasurer Ronald G. Whipple . Principle, Ben Lippen School 
Rev. David P. DeJong Member: 
Mr. Paul Eckel ACMC 
Mr. David J . Fox Association of Church Mission Committees 
Mr. James Toms ANAM 

Association of Nonh American Missions 
IFMA 
Interdenominational Foreign Missions Association 

Missions to the World. P.O . Box 1744. Decatur. GA 30031, Atten: Mr. Jay Kyle 

Dear Brethren : 

The following is an elaboration on the HIM doctrinal statement for your evaluation: 

263 

HIM believes that the baptism of the Holy Spirit takes place when a person is regenerated or born again . After 
conversion it is possible. and desirable. to be filled by the Holy spirit for service . HIM does not believe in 
sinless perfection or the " second blessing;" neither is HIM charismatic . 
Although HIM believes in dedication of infants without infant baptism. we realize some believers do not 
believe in having their infants baptized and although this is not conversion, it recognizes the convenant 
relationship of the child until he reaches the age of accountability . HIM funher recognizes that the believers 
baptism of Matthew 28 is not exclusively infant baptism . 
May the Lord give you His wisdom as you consider a closer working relationship with HIM forthe glory of God 
and the building up of his church till He comes . 

Most Sincerely in Christ, David P. DeJong, President 
Helps International Ministries 

APPENDIX K 
PARTIAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE TO THE TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

I. BUSINESS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE: 
Selection of one nominee to each Committee, Sub-Committee, or Board of Trustees for positions 
indicated . 

II . ST A TEMENT OF ISSUES DISCUSSED: 
A. The review of the Standing Rules of the Assembly penaining to the Nominating Committee . The 

following order for the day was agreed upon: ··No presbytery shall be represented by more than one 
person nominated for any given Committee ." See Standing Rules for the Nominating Committee , 
4 . Provisions in the By-Laws of Covenant College , and Covenant Theological Seminary were 
noted . 
One exception to the above order was made in the instance where there were insufficient nominees 
for the PCA Foundation . 

B. The observation was made that care should be taken not to recommend a man for office where the 
Presbytery is already represented; that the Stated Clerk of Presbytery have sufficient Nominee 
Biographical Forms in hand well before the Presbytery meets to nominate men; and, that the burden 
upon the Committee of receiving late nominations. at the very hour of the Meeting, be alleviated by 
prompt attention to this imponant work of Presbytery. and by meeting the deadline requested by the 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. 

C . The nominees herein presented were elected by the Committee. 
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III. M E M B E R S O F  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  PR E SE N T
PR E SB Y T E R Y N A M E PR E SB Y T E R Y N A M E
A scension A rthur C  Broadw ick K orean Language J R. A yres
C alvary H R. Patteson Louisiana W . S. Perry, Jr.
C entral C arolina M ississippi V alley A rthur C. H itchcock
C entral F lorida H . C harles G reen. Jr. New Jersey
C entral G eorgia Jam es P. Knight New R iver N orm an B ertera
C ovenant Paul Honom ichl N ortheast B ernard D eakin
D elm arva Frank Sm ick, Jr. N orthern Illinois Bill S tevenson
Eastern C anada D ean W . V einott N orth G eorgia T. J. Pow ers
Eastern C arolina Jam es S. Bus O klahom a Larry C. M ills
Evangel Bob O stensen Pacific R obert B onner
G race G regory  W ood Pacific N orthw est H arold D. H ight
G reat Lakes A. K enneth Kuyk Philadelphia A . F. M oginot, Jr.
G u lf C oast 0 .  H. Sm ith, III St. Louis G len W ism er
Illinois W illiam  H esterberg S iouxlands W illiam  I. Buiten
Jam es R iver D ouglas A. Johnson Southern Florida Jim  W iest

Southw est H. L. B roadw ater
T ennessee V alley D ave L. Sm ith
Texas R ichard O w ens
W arrior J T . R ussell, Jr.
W estern C arolina D avid O sborne
W estm inster

IV . N O M IN A T IO N S

A. Present Personnel 
T each ing  Elders:

B.

C .

M arvin H arris, W arrior 
G eorge W . K night III, St. Louis

Don K. C lem ents, Jam es R iver

John Sarte lle , C ovenant 
G eorge Fuller, Philadelphia

W . T ed Sm ith , C entral C arolina

T o Be E lected:

O ne Teaching Elder

O ne T eaching E lder 
N om inations:

R obert R eym ond, Illiana

John H oogstrate. Pacific N orthw est

R espectfully  subm itted ,
O. H. S m ith , III, C H A IR M A N
A. F. M oginot, J r .,  SE CR E TA R Y

I. PE R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S  

C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N

R ulin g Elders: 
C lass o f  1986

John T . C lark , C entral G eorgia 
C harles E. L eSeur, A scension 

C lass o f  1985
W illiam  Joseph , Evangel 
R obert L iken , Philadelphia 

C lass o f  1984
M ike H odgkinson, C entral F lorida 
R ichard C hew ning , Jam es R iver 

C lass o f  1983
John C ulver, G u lf C oast, C hairm an 
Jack  L onon , W estern  C arolinas 

A lternates
G eorge G riffing , Louisiana

C lass o f  1987
T w o R uling Elders 

A lternates
O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1987
G eorge G riffing , Louisiana 
Jim  W estlake, N orth G eorgia 

A lternates
G eorge H enning, T ennessee  V alley

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N
R obert R eym ond: " h a s  aquired an understanding o f the w ork o f the church at large; has had an 

opportunity  to develop  his adm inistrative g if ts .”
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G eorge G riffing: sketch w as provided w hen he w as previously e lected  as an A lternate.
Jim  W estlake: w hole experience as businessm an , state legislator, federal em ployee; has been  in the 

field  o f  m anagem ent and adm inistra tion; M .B usA d and M .PubA d from  G eorg ia  State and U niversity  o f 
G eorg ia  respectively.

John H oogstrate: C hairm an o f  Pacific N orthw est Presbytery C om m ittee; fam iliar w ith A dm inistration  
at both the Presbytery and h igher level.

G eorge H enning: broad adm inistra tive  experience in business and educational fields: is in the 
insurance industry: has given quality  service on church , school, and civic boards.

C O M M IT T E E  FO R  C H R IS T IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S  
A . Present Personnel:
T each ing E lders: R ulin g E lders:

C lass o f  1986
G eorge B. B rengle, J r .,  Jam es R iver W illiam  A. R ocap , J r .,  C entra l C aro lina
Joseph A . Pipa, J r .,  T exas R obert S teadm an, S iouxlands

C lass o f  1985
T . M . M oore, C ovenan t D enis S tager, A scension
C harles E. T urner, Southw est

C lass o f  1984
H arris L angford , C entral G eorg ia  Ralph M ittendorff, Southern  F lorida
G eorge W . Sm ith , Philadelphia  Joe T reloar, M ississippi V alley

C lass o f  1983
Jam es H atch , Evangel W illiam  H uffm an , Eastern C arolina
Paul K ooistra , W arrior

A lternates
K enneth W ackes, Southern Florida Jam es R. B ibb, C ovenant
B . T o  Be Elected:

C lass o f  1987
T w o T eaching  Elders O ne R uling E lder

A lternates
O ne T eaching E lder O ne R uling E lder
C . N om inations:

C lass o f  1987
C arl S m ith , C entral F lorida Arlen D ykstra, St. Louis
Paul A lexander, Evangel

A lternates
Ben W ilk inson, N orth G eorg ia  R alph Price, C alvary

B IO G R A P H IC A L  S K E T C H E S  F O R  N O M IN E E S  T O  C O M M IT T E E  F O R  C H R IS T IA N  
E D U C A T IO N

C arl Sm ith: has designed courses fo r churches w herein he has served; A dult SS C urricu lum , Teacher- 
T rain ing , Prospective M em ber, O fficer-T rain ing , School o f  C hristian S tudies w ith three curricu las—  
N ew  M em bers, C ore , and E lective. M .D iv , and M .C nE d degrees.

Paul A lexander: established  W estm inster C hristian A cadem y, K-12 in H untsville , A L , w hich enrolls 
300 students; served on the C ovenant Sem inary B oard for 16 years with Executive C om m ittee  respon
sibilities fo r m ost o f that tim e.

A rlen Dykstra: H eadm aster o f W estm inster C hristian A cadem y in St. Louis; a m an o f  vision in the 
developm ent o f the C hurch ’s task o f  C hristian  education .

Ben W ilkinson: Pastor fo r 14 years; has been an evangelist in 500 churches; has organ ized  a regional 
ch ild ren 's  m inistry  (P E F-C M ); has served as ed ito r o f tw o pub lications and is now  President o f  the 
A tlanta  School o f  B ibical S tudies, a cen ter for lay tra in ing , B ible C ollege, and Sem inary  train ing .

Ralph Price: capable and hard-w orking; has served faithfully  on the C nE dC om  o f  h is M itchell Road 
C hurch; p ractical, sm art, organ ization  m inded , personally  o rganized , and w illing  to try  new  ideas.

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A
A . P resent Personnel:
T each ing  E lders R uling E lders

C lass o f  1986
Carl D erk , Philadelphia Frederick A rcher, Texas
Jam es M. B aird, Southern  F lorida S tephen Fox, Evangel

C lass o f  1985
Frank B arker, Evangel John T . B ailey , J r .,  C entral G eorgia

H ow ard E. Perry, Philadelphia
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D avid N icholas, Southern Florida, 
Fred M arsh , M ississippi V alley

R obert C annada, J r . . C ovenant

Jack  M ayfield , Siouxland
B. T o Be E lected:

O ne T eaching  E lder

O ne T eaching E lder
C . N om inations:

Jack M ayfield , S iouxlands

W ayne Jam ison , N ortheast

C lass o f  1984
R obert V inson, Pacific 
R obert T ay lo r, Pacific 

C lass o f  1983
M urdock C am pbell, G u lf C oast 
R obert W ilcox , C entral G eorgia 

A lternates
Paul A nthony, A scension

C lass o f  1987
Tw o R uling Elders 

A lternates
O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1987
M aurie M cFee, Pacific N orthw est 
Paul A nthony, A scension 

A lternates
Robert R anson, Jam es R iver

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  M IS SIO N  T O  
N O R T H  A M E R IC A

Jack  M ayfield: experienced and com m itted  to evangelism  and church p lanting; has served  as an 
A lternate on M NA  and is therefore experienced in the w ork on the G . A. level as well as on the p resbytery  
level.

M aurie M cPhee: has been the C anadian representative  on the Presbytery Extension  C om m ission  for 
three years w hich would be beneficial to M NA.

Paul A nthony: has served in church p lan ting , for several years acting as a B orrow ed E lder to several 
m ission w orks and as a C onsultant; influential in starting  the inner c ity  work in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

W ayne Jam ison: has been an O rganizing Pastor in N ew  York C ity since 1976; has w orked very closely  
with M U S/M N A  over the past seven years and is intim ately aw are o f problem s and so lutions in p lanting 
and sustain ing  new w orks.

Robert Ranson: currently  chairm an o f a Pulpit C om m ittee  at the Stony Point C hurch  to call an 
O rganizing  Pastor to establish  a daughter C hurch in the R ichm ond area; instrum ental in bringing college 
and h igh school student m inistry  into R ichm ond. V irginia.

C O M M IT T E E  ON M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D
A. Present Personnel: 
T each ing Elders:

A ddison S oltau , G reat Lakes
E. Lee T rink le . G u lf C oast

Carl W . B ogue. J r .,  A scension 
Henry R. G undlach . Texas

C harles Y oung, W arrior 
Robert A uffarth , D elm arva

R. T hom as C heely , C entral C arolina 
W illiam  J. S tanw ay, G race

W illiam  M cC olley , Pacific N orthw est
B . T o B e E lected:

Tw o T eaching  Elders

O ne T eaching  E lder
C . N om inations:

H arold M are, Uliana 
John O liver, C entral G eorgia

D avid K im , K orean Southw estern

R ulin g Elders: 
C lass o f  1986

R obert M ifflin , D elm arva 
W . Jack W illiam son, Evangel 

C lass o f  1985
L. B. A ustin III, T ennessee V alley

C lass o f  1984
A shton S tew art, D elm arva 
H arry P. M usser. N ew  R iver 

C lass o f  1983
Loyd S trickland, N orth G eorgia

A lternates
N elson K ennedy, A scension

C lass o f 1987
O ne Ruling Elder 

A lternates
O ne Ruling E lder

C lass o f  1987
D onald L ong, New Jersey

A lternates
M . C. C ulbertson , J r .,  Texas
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B IO G R A P H IC A L  S K E T C H E S  FO R  N O M IN E E S  T O  T H E  M IS S IO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  
C O M M IT T E E

Dr. W . Harold M are: has developed an understanding o f  the church at large and through his 
a rcheological w ork in the M iddle E ast, has gained  an experience and a feel fo r the w ork o f  M TW .

John O liver: is Pastor o f  a strong m issionary  supporting  and sending congregation , m ore than tw o 
dozen from  the C hurch  are in preparation  o r in service; has visited and m inistered  in m ission  stations in 
several parts o f  the w orld.

D onald Long: has an active in terest in foreign m issions through personal con tact w ith m issionaries in 
the fie ld , and as C hairm an o f C hurch m issionary conferences; on W PM  attended all B oard and 
C om m ittee  m eetings as called during  the year.

D avid Kim: deeply interested in this com m ittee.
Dr. M . C . C ulbertson: m ade 12 short-term  m edical teaching  M ission trips to K orea and on 3 occasions 

taught at indigenous C hristian hospitals and m edical schools; has m ade three trips to India , T aiw an and 
Japan teaching at Presbyterian hospitals.

II. PE R M A N E N T  SU B -C O M M IT TEE S 
S U B -C O M M IT T E E  O N  IN T ER C H U R C H  R EL A T IO N S

A. Present Personnel:
T each ing  E lders

R obert G . V alentine, N orth G eorgia 

R ichard A delm an, G u lf C oast 

John K yle, M ississippi Valley 

M orton  H. Sm ith, S tated C lerk

H enry Lew is Sm ith , Evangel
B . T o Be E lected:

O ne T eaching Elder

O ne T eaching E lder
C . N om inations:

Henry Sm ith , Evangel 

Robert D unn, Illiana

R uling E lders 
C lass o f  1985

B ruce M. Ferg, Southw est 
C lass o f  1984

L aw rence H. D eB ert, T ennessee V alley 
C lass o f  1983

D onald B oerem a, Southern Florida 
E x-O fficio

A lternates
T hom as M aher, Philadelphia

■O
C lass o f  1985

O ne R uling E lder 
A lternates

O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f 1986
G eorge G ulley , G race 

A lternates
R obert H arrah, Pacific N orthw est

B IO G R A P H IC A L  S K E T C H E S  F O R  N O M IN E E S  T O  S U B -C O M M IT T E E  O N  I N T E R 
C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S

Henry Sm ith: has been a Pastor in the A ssociated  R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch fo r 15 years. 
G eorge G ulley: em ployed w ith R eform ed T heological Sem inary; has a w ide know ledge o f  several 

denom inations.
R obert Dunn: cam e from  a M ethodist background to the R eform ed Faith; has served from  tim e to tim e 

B aptist, U nited P resbyterian , and C ongregational C hurches; served 10 years in an independent church .
R obert H arrah: has m inistered to a num ber o f  C hurches in prom otional w ork in the in terest o f  W heaton 

C ollege, W heaton , Illinois.

S U B -C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS
A. Present Personnel: 
T each ing  E lders

Joseph G ardner, J r .,  Louisiana

Russell T om s, C entral Florida

V aughn E. H athaw ay, J r .,  G race

Byron Snapp, C alvary

R odney T . K ing. Southw est

R uling E lders  
C lass o f  1986

Henry G . Sm ith , C entral C arolina  
C lass o f  1985

Stanley D. W ells, Texas 
C lass o f  1984

W illiam  B uiten, Southern  Florida 
C lass o f  1983

Stokes V. R obertson , M ississippi V alley 
A lternates

Patrick M cH ugh, N ew  Jersey
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B . T o Be Elected:

O ne T eaching  E lder

O ne T each ing  E lder
C . N om inations:

R odney K ing, Southw est 

C ortez  C ooper, T ennessee Valley

C lass o f  1987
O ne R uling E lder 

A lternates
O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1987
John V anV oorhees, C alvary 

A lternates
D avid Fox, W estern C arolinas

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  SU B -C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U S I
NESS

R odney King: currently  serving as alternate m em ber o f  this C om m ittee; has chaired  tw o A ssem bly  Judicial 
C om m issions and served on a third; extensive know ledge o f  BCO  and W CF; proven record o f ab ility  and 
service.

John V anV oorhees: served the C hurch well in ju d ic ia l m atters and in regard to C andidates and C reden tials 
C om m ittees o f the C hurch; is an A dm instrative Law Judge, O ffice o f H earings and A ppeals, an agency o f  the 
U .S . goverm ent.

C ortez  C ooper: has served the C hurch on the Presbytery M NA  C om m ittee  and is apt to this service. 
D avid Fox: an attorney; w ould bring a w ell-trained legal m ind and good balanced view  o f  S crip ture  to the 

Judicial B usiness C om m ittee; has served ably on  a Presbtery Judicial C om m ission .

III. O T H E R  A G E N C IE S
T R U S T E E S FO R IN SU R A N C E  A N D  A N N U IT Y  F U N D

A . P resent Personnel:
C lass o f  1987

C harles C ox , G race Franklin D ym ess, Philadelphia
C lass o f  1986

John W . T odd , J r .,  A scension R obert E. K resge, N ew  R iver
C lass o f  1985

T hom as L eopard , Evangel Thom as Low e, W estm inster
C lass o f  1984

A llen M orris, Southern Florida J. Edm und Johnston , M ississippi V alley
C lass o f  1983

R obert G . Sw eet, W estern C arolinas Sam  C hester, J r .,  T ennessee V alley
B. T o  B e Elected:

C .
T w o M em bers (T eaching  o r R uling Elders o r D eacons) 

N om inations:

C lass o f 1988 
lg o r R uling Eld'

C lass o f  1988
R obert V anFleet, C entral F lorida Jam es S hip ley , C entral G eorgia

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  T R U S T E E S FO R  T H E  IN S U R 
A N C E  A N D  A N N U IT Y  FU N D

R obert V anFleet: has ten years experience in the insurance w ith special em phasis on individual life and 
health , g roup life and health , and qualified retirem ent plans.

Jam es Shipley: has had experience in g roup health; C hartered  Life U nderw riter; adm in istered  trust 
accounts in the G eorgia Bank and Trust C om pany , M acon, G eorgia; has served on the C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners for Insurance and Annuities.

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S FO R  TH E PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  F O U N D A T IO N
A . Present Personnel:

C lass o f  1986
R obert A vis, S t. Louis

C lass o f  1985
F. E. B rasfield , M ississippi V alley

C lass o f  1984
R obert B row n, Pacific

C lass o f  1983
Jam es W asson, C alvary

E. A llen D uble, St. Louis

A rnold Lee. G race

Andy T ro tter, T ennessee  V alley

John A lbritton , Evangel
B . T o Be Elected:

C lass o f  1987
T w o M em bers (T eaching o r Ruling E lders) At least tw o o f  total are to be teaching  elders.
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C . N om inations:
C lass o f  1987

T. K . H art, C alvary  V ernon C otten , M ississippi V alley
B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  T R U S T E E S O F  T H E  PCA  
F O U N D A T IO N

T rap ier K. Hart: is an Investm ent Executive w ith Paine-W eeber since 1976; cam e to know  the Lord 
in 1970; has show n con tinuous grow th  and faithfu lness in his C hurch  life; w ell qualified  by his 
background for serv ice on the Foundation.

V ernon C otten: an attorney; has served on the M ission to the U nited S tates o f the G .A .; has 
served on A dvisory  and Exam ining  C om m ittees o f  Presbytery.

A . Present Personnel: 
T each ing E lders

R hett S anders, C alvary  
G ordon K. R eed, C entral G eorgia
B . T o B e E lected;

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F  R ID G E  H A V E N  

R ulin g E lders  
C lass o f  1985

R obert B laylock , L ousiana 
K enneth K eyes, Southern Florida 
R oyce C . W aites, C alvary 

C lass o f  1984
N ew ton B rooks, G u lf C oast 
Robert H arris, N orth G eorg ia  
H arold T o lsm a, Texas 

C lass o f  1983
C harles T . W olf, J r .,  C entra l G eorg ia

C .
T hree M em bers (T eaching or 
N om inations:

C lass o f  1986
R uling E lders)

T hom as W aldecker, Illiana 
R andy S teele , Southw est

C lass o f  1986
H enry B ishop, G race

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S FO R  T H E  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F  R ID G E  
H A V E N

T hom as W aldecker: has served faithfully  on both Synod and Presbytery  B oards, C om m ittees and 
C om m issions; conscien tious in his duties; usually  has the M inutes o f  Presbytery  in such condition  that 
they are approved w ithout exception .

H enry B ishop: seven years banking  experience; served as T rustee  in o ther situations.
R andy Steele: has long been interested in C hristian  cam ping and conference w ork; has served  for 

e leven years as the A ssociate G eneral M anager o f  the R anchm an’s C am p M eeting  A ssociation  o f the 
Southw est; o ver next tw o years is scheduled  to be speaker at four C ow boy C am p M eetings in Southw est.

A SSE M B L Y  T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E  
A . Present Personnel:
T each ing  E lders

J. Robert V annoy, Philadelphia 

R onald C . H arding , D elm arva 

N orm an E vans, N ew  R iver

W illiam  H. Sm ith , G race
B . T o  Be Elected:

O ne T eaching E lder

O ne T eaching E lder
C . N om inations:

Thom as Jones, Illiana 

D avid M yers, S iouxlands

R ulin g E lders 
C lass o f  1985

K enneth R yskam p, Southern  Florida 
C lass o f  1984

W illiam  S tevenson , N orth G eorg ia  
C lass o f  1983

M illard T a te , E astern C arolina 
A lternates  

John M cN air, G race

C lass o f  1986
O ne R uling E lder 

A lternates
O ne R uling E lder

C lass o f  1986
G lenn M arshall, New Jersey 

A lternates  
John M cN air, G race
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B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  G E N E R A L  A SS E M B L Y ’S 
T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E

T hom as Jones: active in the training o f  young m en to preach; has served on Synod level C om m ittees 
fo r study on Racial Q uestions, W orldly P ractices, and D ivorce; served on the C andidates annd C reden 
tials C om m ittee o f  Presbytery.

G lenn M arshall: ruling e lder w ith a com passionate concern  for the health and purity  o f  the PC A ; will 
graduate from  W estm inster Sem inary in M ay o f  1983; extrem ely  know ledgeable  in church  history  and in 
doctrinal issues.

D avid M yers: fifteen years pastoral experience; has com pleted  a tape series on the W estm inster 
S tandards for the purpose o f  O fficer training.

John M cN air: student o f  theology; asks penetrating  questions on floor o f  Presbytery; has served well 
on all Presbytery C om m ittees, includes service on A dvisory C om m ittee and E xam inations and C and i
dates C om m ittee.

B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S O F  C O V E N A N T  C O L L E G E  
A. Present Personnel:
T each ing  E lders R uling E lders

C lass o f  1986
W illiam  B arker, St. Louis R ichard C hew ning , Jam es R iver
Jam es E. S ingleton , Pacific Ross E. C ook , C ovenant
M orton H. Sm ith , W estern  C arolinas Hugh O . M aclellan , S r .,  T ennessee V alley

Earl W itm er, G reat Lakes 
C lass o f 1985

Jam es C onrad , Southern Florida R obert D. G ray , D elm arva
Thom as G . C ross, C alvary  W illiam  H. H all, C entral F lorida
Al Lutz, C alvary  H arry J. Jenn ings, G reat Lakes
Frederick T . M arsh , M ississippi Valley

C lass o f  1984
D om inic A quila. O PC  H erbert C rew s, C alvary
D avid C lelland , T exas R ichard G abrie lse , C RC
Stephen W . L eonard , Pacific N orthw est John D. L oeks, J r .,  G reat Lakes
R obert G . R ayburn , St. Louis

C lass o f  1983
R obert F. A uffarth , D elm arva Joel Belz, W estern C arolinas

R obert B utterfield , C entral Florida 
C larence A . D enD ulk , O PC  
M yron D unton, O klahom a 
W endell G raves, O PC 
R obert J. H eerdt, Philadelphia 
Jam es J. K aufm ann, Evangel 
Ralph L angford , Evangel

B . T o be elected: Seven trustees, three teaching and four ruling e lders, if a balance is d esired , but this 
is not m andated in the C ollege Bylaws.

C . N om inations:
T each ing Elders: R ulin g Elders:

C lass o f  1987
G eorge A nderson, W estm inster Burton H olm es, A scension
W ayne C uries, C entral G eorg ia  Bob B utterfield , C entral Florida
Thom as K ay, W arrior Joel B elz, W estern C arolina

C harlie P robst, G race

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S O F N O M IN E E S T O  B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S O F  C O V E N A N T  
C O L L E G E
G eorge A nderson: has m any years o f experience in teaching on a college level; in terested  in gu id ing and 
advising  college-age young people.

W ayne C uries: has broad professional training and experience in academ ic and theological education; 
fo r five years A ssociate Professor in, and had adm inistrative duties a t, Jacksonville  State U niversity; has 
served on G .A . C E /P  C om m ittee.

Thom as Kay: was m em ber o f  faculty  o f Belhaven C ollege during  his pastorate there; past tw o years 
w as asked to teach the course in R eligion at B rew er State Jun io r C ollege Extension  at A liceville , 
A labam a w here he serves as pastor.
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Burton H olm es: desire  to serve in the PCA w here his talents can best be u tilized; recently  resigned from  
B oard o f  T rustees o f  W ittenberg  U niversity; re tiring  in 1983, will be availab le  for special assignm ents as 
well as scheduled  m eetings.

Bob B utterfield: had three years experience on  C ovenant C ollege B oard; experienced in fund raising; 
President o f  Edgew ood Boys R anch Foundation  w hich has a C hristian  Day School on the prem ises.

Joel Belz: graduate  o f C ovenant C ollege and has served ably on the B oard o f C ovenan t C ollege.
C harlie  Probst: D ean o f  S tudent Services and A ssociate P rofesor o f C ounseling  P sychology, U niver

sity o f Southern  M ississippi; believes his experience, tra in ing , and C hristian  beliefs w ould be valuable 
assets in the governance o f C .C .

A.
T each ing  E lders

M ark E. Pett, D elm arva 
D onald Sherow , C entral G eorgia

A llan B aldw in , G reat Lakes 
C harles B. H olliday , A scension 
S tephen Sm allm an, D elm arva 
R odney S tortz, G reat Lakes

C harles A nderson, T ennessee V alley

B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S O F  C O V E N A N T  T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y  
P resent Personnel: 

R ulin g E lders 
C lass o f  1986

John B. L ew is, St. Louis 
R obert M orrison , D elm arva 
A rthur C . S to ll, N orthern  Illinois 
Jam es R. W ilk ins, J r .,  Louisiana 

C lass o f  1985
G . Paul Jones, J r .,  C entral G eorgia 
R ichard W ulf, Southw est 

C lass o f  1984
R ichard E llingsw orth , D elm arva 
Edw ard J. R obeson, W estern  C arolinas 
John E. Spencer, Evangel 
W . Lee T roup , A scension 

C lass o f  1983
C lark  W . B reeding, Texas 
Lanny M oore, C alvary 
Jam es O rders, J r .,  C alvary 
Larry D. R ussell, D elm arva 
John P. S tephens, Pacific 
W illiam  P. T hom pson . M ississippi V alley 
H arold Van K ley, St. Louis

T o Be N om inated:
The Board requests that the A ssem bly  e lect six m en to the C lass o f  1987 and tw o  to the C lass o f  1985. 
There is no m andatory requirem ent in the Sem inary B ylaw s to balance this betw een teaching  and 
ruling e lders, though there is the general guideline o f the B C O  to this effect. N ext year the 
A ssem bly will e lect six m en to the C lass o f  1988 and tw o m ore to the C lass o f  1985, w hich will give 
an equal num ber o f six trustees to  each  o f  the four c lasses.
N om inations: 

R uling E lders 
C lass o f  1987

Lanny M oore, C alvary 
C lark B reeding , Texas 
R obert N eill, Evangel 

C lass o f  1985
D ouglas Pegors, Pacific N orthw est

C .
T each ing  E lders

Bill C om bs, G race
J. R obert F iol, Jam es R iver
M ichael Schneider, M ississippi Valley

D avid W inecoff, S t. Louis

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H  O F N O M IN E E S FO R  B O A R D  O F T R U S T E E S O F C O V E N A N T  
T H E O L O G IC A L  SE M IN A R Y
Bill C om bs: partic ipated  in the developm ent o f  a B ible C ollege in M ississippi that will soon be offering  a 
unique m inistry  in d iscip lesh ip  and church  leadership; served on Board o f  D irectors o f  W hitw orth  B ible 
C ollege.

C haplain  Fiol: 1966 graduate o f C ovenan t T heological Sem inary  and has m aintained an active interest 
in the developm ent o f  the Sem inary; actively engaged in recru iting  new students.

M ichael Schneider: served on C om m ittee for C hristian  E ducation and Publication , has been on the 
Board o f T rustees o f  G reat C om m ission  Publications.

D avid W ineoff: m anifested  excellence in sem inary w ork from  his student days, continues to be well 
inform ed about sem inary and theological m atters and to be actively  in terested  in such; graduate o f 
C ovenan t C ollege.
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Lanny M oore: has been an E lder for nine years; well grounded in doctrines o f  C hurch; an agressive 
leader, fully com m itted  to the Sem inary; served on B oard, past tw o years served as C hairm an  o f  the 
Board.

C lark  Breeding: T reasurer o f  C ovenant T heological Sem inary; on Executive C om m ittee o f  the Board; 
C hairm an o f  Finance C om m ittee o f the Board.

R obert Neill: presently  C hairm an o f  B riarw ood C hristian School Board; C hairm an o f  M inisterial 
S tudent A ssistance C om m ittee; has served on each o f  the m entioned for m ore than five years.

D ouglas Pegors: G raduate  o f  C ovenant Sem inary; has an interest in the on-going  developm ent and 
m inistry  o f  the Sem inary.

SU P P L E M E N T A L  R E PO R T  
PE R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E  O N  N O M IN A T IO N S  

E LE V E N T H  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B LY

The C om m ittee m et at 3 :30 p .m . in a com m ittee  room  assigned on June 13, 1983. T he m eeting  was 
opened w ith p rayer by C onvener Bill B uiten. The follow ing m em bers w ere present:

C alvary H R. Patteson
C . G eorgia John P. K night
E. C anada D ean W . V em ott
E. C arolina Jam es S. Bus
G reat Lakes A. K enneth Kuyk
O klahom a T. J. Pow ers
Pacific Larry C. M ills
Pacific N orthw est R obert Bonner
Philadelphia Harold D. H ight
S. Florida W illiam  Buiten
Southw est Jim  W est
St. Louis A. F. M oginot, Jr.
W arrior R ichard O w ens
W . C arolina J. T . R ussell, Jr.
W estm inster D avid O sborne

It w as agreed  that A lbert M oginot should continue as secretary. W illiam  B uiten w as e lected  as C hairm an 
by a unanim ous vote.

Policies for  T his M eeting:
T his C om m ittee  shall not go beyond the w ork previously accom plished  in February.
T his C om m ittee  shall draw  from  the pool o f nam es previously p resented  by the Presbyteries.
W hen m aking changes in a " re g u la r"  shall be used to replace an “ a lte rna te” .
A gain , an " a lte rn a te "  shall be used to fill the need for a " r e g u la r " ,  and w hen a  m an is required  his nam e 
shall b e tak en  from  the pool by nom ination , and, if m ore than one nam e is p resen ted , this C om m ittee shall 
vote upon the nam e.
All m en previously  presented by the P resbyteries shall be regarded as qualified .

R esignations:
T he fo llow ing alternates w ere m oved up norm ally on  account o f resignations:

CO A  —  G riffing  for C hew ning (p. 802). Scratch G riffing  (p. 803.)
M NA  —  A nthony for T ay lor (p. 805). Scratch A nthony (C lass o f 1987) (p. 803).
M TW  —  M cC ollw y fo r Y oung (p. 806).

T H E  B A L L O T  FO R  T H E  U th  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B LY :

A D M IN IST R A T IO N  
C lass o f  1987

Teaching E lders R uling E lders
R obert R eym ond, Illiana Jim  W estlake, N . G eorgia
John H oogstra te, Pacific N orthw est
Don M unson, W estern C arolinas (A) G eorge H enning, TN V alley (A)

C H R IS T IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S  
C lass o f  1987

C arl Sm ith , C entral F lorida A rlen D ykstra , S t. Louis
Paul A lexander, Evangel (A) R alph Price , C alvary

O. H . Sm ith III, G u lf C oast (A )
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M IS SIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M E R IC A  
C lass o f  1987

Jack M ayfield , S iouxlands M aurie M cP hee, Pacific N orthw est
W ayne Jam ison , N ortheast
D eW itt W atson , G reat Lakes (A) Robert R ansom , Jam es R iver (A)

M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D  
C lass o f  1987

D onald L ong, N ew  Jersey
G . C . C ulbertson , J r .,  T exas 
Jack B arker, S t. Louis (A )

P C A  FO U N D A T IO N  
C lass o f  1987

The nam e o f  a T eaching E lder shall be supplied from  the floor.

The m eeting w as c losed  w ith p rayer by D ean W . V em ott.

A t te s t :  W i l l i a m  B u i t e n , C h a i r m a n

A l b e r t  M o g i n o t , J r . ,  S e c r e t a r y

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S FO R  T H E  
P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M E R IC A  F O U N D A T IO N

N O M IN A T IO N : T o  fill unexpired  term  o f A rnold  Lee (resigned)

C lass o f  1985
Ross B air, South F lorida N om inated  by John N . A lbritton

B IO G R A P H IC A L  S K E T C H  FO R  N O M IN E E  T O  T H E  PC A  F O U N D A T IO N  B O A R D

Ross Bair: T E  w ith background in business, w hich w ould  assist in decisions facing  Foundation  B oard.

T R U S T E E S FO R  IN S U R A N C E  A N D  A N N U IT Y  FU N D  

N O M IN A T IO N : T o fill unexpired  term  o f R obert K resge (resigned) 

C lass o f  1986
G . M ark R oessler, South F lorida N om inated  by John  W . Todd

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H  F O R  T H E  N O M IN E E  FO R  T H E  I& A  T R U S T E E S

G. M ark R oessler: M BA  (W harton  S chool), m ajor in T rusts and E state P lanning; w orked fo r N ational L iberty  
C orp  in corporate  planning; M AR W estm inster Sem inary  & M D iv R eform ed Sem inary; served  on  C om m ittee
o f C om m issioners on I& A , 10th GA.

H arold M are, Illiana 
John O liver, C . G eorg ia  (A)

C O M M IT T E E  FO R  C H R IST IA N  E D U C A T IO N  A N D  PU B L IC A T IO N S  

N O M IN A T IO N S:
A lternates 

O ne T eaching  E lder
Paul A lexander, E vangel N om inated  by the N om inating  C om m ittee
K enneth W ackes, Southern  F lorida N om inated  by R alph H . M ittendorff

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S F O R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  C E /P  C O M M IT T E E :

Paul A lexander: estab lished  W estm inster C hristian A cadem y, K-12 in H untsville , w hich enro lls  300  students; 
served on the C ovenant S em inary  B oard for 16 years w ith E xecutive  C om m ittee  repsonsib ilities fo r m ost o f  that 
tim e.



274 MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

K enneth  W ackes: m in ister C oral R idge C hurch; headm aster o f W estm inster A cadem y; served  as alternate  on 
C E /P  C om m ittee  in 1983.

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  N O R T H  A M ER IC A  

N O M IN A T IO N S : 
C lass o f  1987

O ne T eaching  E lder
Jack  M ayfield , S iouxlands N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee
Ross W . G raham , C entra l C aro lina  N om inated by R obert D . W ilcox
Fred M cF arland , N ew  R iver N om inated by R ichard W . Tyson

B IO G R P A H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  M N A  C O M M IT T E E :

Jack  M ayfield: experienced and com m itted  to evangelism  and church p lanting; has served as an alternate  on 
M N A  and is therefore  experienced in the w ork on the G A  level as well as on the Presbytery  level.

R oss W . G raham : deep  in terest and concern for church p lanting and grow th; served in this field since 1972; has 
served as organ izing  pastor; exposed to church p lanting  on local, P resbytery , and G A  levels; experienced  as 
national com m ittee  board m em ber.

Fred  M cFarland: form er m em ber o f  D elm arva C hurch Extension  C om m ission  (5 years); chairm an for 2 years; 
U SA F R eserve C haplain ; present m em ber o f  N ew  R iver Pby M NA  C om m ittee.

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  T O  T H E  W O R L D

N O M IN A T IO N S:

H arold  M are, Illiana 
D onald H oke, T N  V alley

D onald L ong, N ew  Jersey  
W illiam  J. G ordy , Evangel 
N elson M . K ennedy , A scension 
Jam es E. M itchell, C ent. C arolina

C lass o f 1987
O ne Teaching E lder

N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee 
N om inated by G ene C raven

O ne R uling E lder
N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee 
N om inated by S tephen M . Fox 
N om inated by C alv in  Frett 
N om inated by R obert D. W ilcox

John O liver, C entral G eorgia 
Paul G ilchrist, TN  V alley

A lternates
N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee 
N om inated by W erner G . M eitling

Jack  B arker, St. Louis 
G erald  W . Sovereign , G u lf C oast

N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee  
N om inated by T hom as C heely

M . C . C ulbertson , J r .,  Texas 
John C hristie , D elm arva 
W alter L astovica, Jam es R iver

N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee 
N om inated by Frank Sm ick 
N om inated by Russell F laxm an

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  M T W  C O M M IT T E E :

H arold M are: has developed an understanding o f the C hurch at large through archeological w ork in M iddle 
East; gained  experience and feel for w ork o f  M TW .

D onald H oke: m issionary  to Japan 21 years; organized  T okyo C hristian  C ollege & E vangelical A sso  o f Japan; 
organized  Billy G raham  C enter, W heaton , IL; pasto r o f  church w here giv ing  to m issions w as $ 370 ,000  in 
1982.

H arold B urkhart: pasto r for 9 years, C hrist RP C hurch , active internship  program  producing several church- 
planting  m issionaries under PC A ; W PM  Board 8 years.
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D onald Long: A ctive interest in foreign m issions through personal con tact w ith m issionaries in the field; 
chairm an o f  church m issionary  conferences; m em ber o f W PM .

W illaim  G ordy: RE T rin ity  C hurch , M ontgom ery , A L, C hairm an o f  M W  C om m ittee , T rin ity  C hurch; 
daughter and son-in-law  PCA m issionaries serving jo in tly  with N orth A frica M ission.

N elson K ennedy: RE in R PC ES 25 years; m em ber o f  W PM  22 years; m edical o fficer 15 years; lived and 
w orked in Peru 6 years; v isited all W PM  fields except France and A ustralia; incum bent M TW  alternate.

Jam es M itchell: A R P m issionary  to M exico 1961-1972; hospital adm in istra to r, evangelistic  team ; R E  in 
M exican S ynod, PC U S and PC A ; M TW  C om m ittee  fo r C entral C aro lina  Pby; M W  S chool, Fu ller Sem inary
for one year.

John O liver: Pastor o f  a strong m issionary  supporting  congregation , m ore than 2 dozen p reparing  fo r o r in 
service; v isited and m inistered in m ission  stations in various parts o f  the w orld.

Paul G ilchrist: B om  in C hile and lived there 12 years; v isited S .A . field; S tated  C lerk  o f  R PC E S 12 years; 
m em ber o f  adm in istra tive  staff and Dean o f Students at C ovenan t C ollege; D irecto r, Institu tional R& P; 
m em ber o f W PM  board 15 years.

Jack Barker: Served as R E C ovenant C hurch , St. Louis; chaired  RPCES M ission C om m ittee , com m itted  to
m issions.

G erald Sovereign: R etired chem ical eng ineer, M ansanto  Textile  C o .; M NA  C hairm an o f G u lf C oast Pby; 
W TM  m em ber tw o previous term s. C hairm an o f  C andidate  and M anagem ent S ub-com m ittees.

M. C . C ulbertson: M ade 12 short-term  m edical teaching  M ission trips to K orea and on  3 occasions taugh t at 
indigenous C hristian  hospitals and m edical schools; m ade 3 trips to India , T aiw an and Japan  teach ing  at 
Presbyterian hospitals.

John C hristie: RE Faith C hurch , W ilm ing ton , D E , 23 years; m em bers o f W PM  R PC E S 12 years; treasu rer and 
m em ber Executive C om m ittee  W PM  5 years.

W alter L astovica: D edicated  R E, deeply com m itted  to PC A ; previously m em ber o f  M TW  C om m ittee; a ttends 
every m eeting.

SU B -C O M M IT T E E  O N  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS

N O M IN A T IO N S:

Rodney K ing, Southw est 
W esley  P. W alters, Illiana

C lass o f  1987
O ne T each ing  E lder

N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee  
N om inated  by T hom as W aldecker

David L inden. Pacific N orthw est 
Frank J. S m ith , N ortheast

A lternate
N om inated  by N om inating  C om m ittee 
N om inated  by E dw in P. E llio tt, Jr.

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  JU D IC IA L  B U SIN E SS SU B -C O M M IT 
T EE

R odney K ing: currently  serv ing  as alternate o f  this C om m ittee; has chaired  2 A ssem bly  Jud icial C om m issions; 
served on a third; ex tensive know ledge o f BC O  and W CF\ p roven record  o f  ab ility  and service.

W esley  P. W alters: involved w ith jud ic ia l process w ith desire to leave U PC U SA ; force behind  several 
“ jo in in g s "  o f R PC ES and U PC U SA ; w orked w ith jud icia l p rocess m any tim es.

D avid Linden: F orm er m em ber o f  W PM  Board; Study C om m ittee  chairm an for V alidity  o f P revious B aptism ; 
Study C om m ittee on L icensure; B ills & O vertures C om m ittee  o f  Synod.
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Frank J. Sm ith: served tw o consecutive years on C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners on  Judicial B usiness; on 
P resby tery’s C andidates C om m ittee; com pleted  ThM  thesis on  " A  H istory o f  the C ontinuing Presbyterian  
C hurch  M ovem en t” , being  expanded  into book on PCA.

A SSE M B L Y  T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E  

N O M IN A T IO N S: 
C lass o f  1986

Thom as Jones, Uliana N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee
R obert S . R ayburn , Pacific N W  N om inated by G eorge W . K night III

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R  N O M IN E E S T O  T H E  T H E O L O G IC A L  E X A M IN IN G  C O M 
M IT T EE :

Thom as Jones: A ctive  in the train ing  o f  young m en to preach; served on  Synod C om m ittees for study Racial 
Q uestions, W orld ly  P ractices, and D ivorce; served on C andidates and C reden tials  C om m ittee  o f  Pby.

R obert R ayburn: C hairm an o f P by’s C andidates and C redentials C om m ittee; theologian  and pastor; PhD  in 
New T estam en t, Scotland.

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S O F  C O V E N A N T  C O L L E G E  

N O M IN A T IO N S: 

C lass o f  1987
O ne R uling E lder

C harles P robst, G race N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee
Ron D unton, O klahom a N om inated by R obert A . Petterson

B urton  H olm es, A scension N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee
R obert H eerd t, Philadelphia N om inated by Paul G . Settle

W ayne C uries, C entral G eorg ia  N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee
C larence den D ulk , O PC  N om inated by F rankling  S. D ym ess

T E  G eorge A nderson, W estm inster N om inated by N om inating  C om m ittee
R E Jam es J. K aufm ann, Evangel N om inated  by Paul H. A lexander

B IO G R A P H IC A L  SK E T C H E S FO R N O M IN EES FO R C O V E N A N T  C O L L E G E  B O ARD :

C harles Probst: D ean o f Student Services & A sso. Prof. o f  C ounseling  Psycho logy , U SM S; believes his 
experience , train ing  and C hristian  beliefs w ould be valuable in governance o f  C ovenant.

R on Dunton: H ead o f R esearch  L aboratories, A m oco; has had 3 years experience on C ovenan t B oard , active  in 
Physical Properties C om m ittee; presented as nom inee by his Presbytery.

Burton H olm es: D esires to serve in PCA  w here his talents can be utilized; served on  B oard o f  T rustees, 
W ittenberg  U niv; retiring  in 1983, and will be available for special assignm ents as w ell as m eetings.

R obert H eerdt: N om inated  by his Presbytery; served as T rustee o f C ovenant C ollege 3 years, recently  e lected  
V ice-C hairm an; know n for com m itm ent to C hristian education .

W ayne C uries: board professional train ing  and experience in academ ic and theological education ; A sso. Prof. 
and adm inistra tive  duties at Jacksonville  State Univ. for 5 years; has served on G A  C E /P  C om m ittee .

C larence den Dulk: R E; farm er and contractor; deeply com m itted  to C hristian education  and fa ther o f  3 current 
students; m em ber o f  Physical Properties C om m ittee and T rustees; for past tw o years has volunteered  his 
expertise  as consu ltan t on construction  and renovation  m atters.

G eorge A nderson: M any years o f  experience in teaching  on college level; in terested  in gu id ing  and advising  
co llege-age youth .

Jam es K aufm ann: E ngineer at M arshal Space C en ter, H untsville , AL; nom inated  by his Presbytery ; serves 
B oard as Secretary ; dem onstra ted  com m itm ent to C hristian  schools, having enro lled  his ch ild ren  at every  
level.
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APPENDIX L 
REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA FOUNDATION 

TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

I. In troduction  and  Inform ation
1982 w as a year o f  great transition  for the PCA Foundation . This w as caused not only  by jo in ing  and 
receiv ing  w ith the R eform ed Presbyterian  C hurch , E vangelical Synod , but also  by the em ploym ent o f  the 
PC A  Foundation ’s first full-tim e d irecto r. Jack  H udson.

Jack  took  over from  Pappy H ow land on  July 1, 1982, a fter having served as the p residen t o f  the 
R eform ed P resbyterian  Foundation  since O ctober o f  1980. It m ust be noted that P ap p y ’s con tribu tion , 
although greatly  lim ited  by a sm all budget and w orking  only  25 percent o f  his tim e w ith  the F oundation , 
w as invaluable. In addition  to Jack ’s three years o f  Foundation  experience , he brings w ith him  a 
background w hich has uniquely  p repared  him  for this area  o f  m inistry . He earned a  B .S . in B usiness 
M anagem ent, w orked 16 years in the Financial P lanning/Insurance and Investm ent B usiness, and e arned  
a M asters in C ounseling  degree from  C ovenan t T heological Sem inary  in 1978. D uring  the last h a lf  o f  
1982 the H udson fam ily m oved their hom e to A tlan ta , the offices in St. Louis and M ontgom ery  w ere 
c losed , and the new  Foundation  office w as set up  in A tlanta  w ith in  the space o ccup ied  by  the C om m ittee  
on A dm inistra tion .

N ow  that the Foundation  has a full-tim e d irec to r and an adequate  budget, it is hoped that its w ork will 
becom e m ore o f  a serv ice to  the local congregations and the various m inistries o f  the G eneral A ssem bly . 
T o  that end  it w ould be w ell to review  the m inistry  to w hich you have called  the Foundation .

1. T he B iblical princip le  o f  s tew ardship  s tated s im ply is this: G od  ow ns  every th ing , and m an  is s im ply
the m anager. W hat m ight be called  A d am ’s jo b  descrip tion  is clearly  stated in G enesis 1:28, and
2:15. T here  is no  m ention o f  ow nership .

2. C hristians are called  upon to act as good m anagers/stew ards, and the parable o f  the ta len ts  m akes it 
c lear that we will be held accountable fo r our perform ance.

3. B eing a good stew ard  m eans, am ong o ther th ings, provision  fo r o u r fam ily (I T im . 5:8) and G o d ’s 
church  (G al. 6:10). W e believe this responsib ility  is not only  ours w hile we are alive but shou ld  be 
con tinued  after ou r death.
T h is w ill require adequate  plann ing  w hile we are alive.

4 . T here  are tw o w ays a person m ay give to  the L o rd ’s w ork: now  and later.
M ost people are aw are o f  the now  type o f  g iv ing , but the later type is often  overlooked . For 
exam ple, less than 70 percent o f  all A m ericans leave a valid last will and testam ent w hen they die. 

T herefo re , the Fourth G eneral A ssem bly  established  the PC A  Foundation . Its purpose is to p rom ote  esta te  
planning and creative  giv ing  designed  to benfit the K ingdom  o f  C hrist. In o ther w ords, it w orks in the area  o f 
la ter  g iving o r p la n n ed  g iv ing . T he Foundation  o ffers sem inars— E state P lanning , A T ool o f S tew ardsh ip , a 
m em orial g ift p rogram , personal counseling , referrals to qualified  professionals such as a tto rneys, and  a  w ealth  
o f literature. All o f  these serv ices are available to  each o f  the local congregations o f  the PCA .

A lthough, m ost o f  the giv ing  done through the Foundation  is deferred  to  som e future even t, usually  the death  
o f the C hristian  m an o r  w om an desirous o f  m aking such a gift, in 1982 several now  g ifts passed  through  the 
Foundation  (see S tew ardsh ip  R eport).

II. R ecom m endations
1. T he Foundation  B oard believes its m inistry  can be better accom plished if  the Foundation  w ere to 

becom e a separate agency , sim ilar to C ovenant C ollege, C ovenant S em inary , R idge H aven , and 
Insurance, A nnuities, and Relief. T his is true because o f the Foundations specia lized  m inistry  and 
fiduciary  responsib ility . That recom m endation  is being  m ade to the Foundation ’s C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners by the Foundation  B oard. It is also  being  m ade a part o f  the recom m endation  
com ing to  G eneral A ssem bly  from  the S tew ardsh ip  C om m ittee.

2. If separate agency status is approved by the G eneral A ssem bly , we recom m end that fu ture  fund ing , 
starting  w ith the 1984 budget, be handled  equally  by the fou r m ajor com m ittees o f  the G eneral 
A sem bly  and C ovenan t C ollege, C ovenant S em inary , and R idge H aven until the Foundation  can 
becom e self-funded.

3. T hat the 1984 budget be approved.
4 . T hat each  church  be encouraged to consider hosting  a sem inar— E state P lanning , A  Tool fo r

Stew ardsh ip— for the benefit o f  their m em bers.
5. T hat each  church  be encouraged to participate in the m em orial g ift program .
6 . T hat the tw o regu lar vacancies on the B oard be filled  p lus one additional to  serve out an  unexpired  

term . At least one o f  these three  m en should  be a teaching elder.
7. T hat Pappy H ow land be com m ended  and w arm ly thanked fo r h is a ll-im portant con tribu tion  to  the 

Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica.
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APPENDIX M 
REPORT OF RIDGE HAVEN, INC. 

TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ift AMERICA

R idge H aven is a th riv ing , v ibrant, exciting , reality . The Lord has richly blessed  this portion  o f  the P C A 's  
m inistry . The past year has seen additional expansion o f  the physical facilities and a great increase in their use.

In 1981 there w ere 31 groups that used R idge H aven for m eetings, retreats, sem inars, o r conferences. In 1982 
there w ere 52 groups. There w ere 2600 occupancy days in 1981 and over 6100 occupancy days in 1982. The 
1982 groups cam e from  10 states; som e w ere as far as Pennsylvania; M iam i, F lorida , and T exas. T his 
b roadening  geographic base as well as the escala ting  num ber are p roo f that your C onference C en ter in serv ing  a 
need am ong the PCA  constituency.

As o f  M arch  1 there are already 48 reservations for d ifferent groups in 1983.
R idge H aven currently  has beds for 268 persons. The cafeteria  can seat 150 at one tim e. T he largest m eeting 

room  w ill accom m odate over 300.
At this w riting  there is a 4 apartm ent duplex build ing  under construction . It is scheduled  for com pletion  and 

occupancy  by M ay 1. All 4  apartm ents will be com pletely  furn ished. T w o o f  the apartm ents have 1 bedroom  
and 1 bath. T he o ther 2 apartm ents have 2 bedroom s am d 2 baths. Each apartm ent will have a  so fa , w hich will 
m ake in to  a bed , to supplem ent the sleeping  capacity  o f  that apartm ent. This is the first unit in the fam ily 
housing  area. A  total o f 13 such units are planned as funds becom e available.

As previously  reported , there are 79 residential lots. A lready 54 have been leased. Six hom es have been 
com pleted  and occupied . Several o ther hom es are in the design  and p lanning stage.

W hat is the real dynam ic o f  R idge H aven? —  the Holy Spirit. W ith all o f its m ountain  beau ty , w ith the 
lovely hom es, w ith the thousands o f  persons who com e on the g rounds, the m ost exciting  aspect is to see the 
change the H oly Spirit m akes in the lives o f m any w ho v isit R idge H aven. T he Spirit w orks in lives from  the 
young to  the o ld . Som e are called  to  the saving grace o f salvation. Som e are called  to a com m itm ent to a 
C hristian  vocation  o r avocation . Som e are called  to renew al. All o f  these are ev idences o f  G o d 's  seal o f 
approval o f your C onference Center.

You are aw are there is a m aster plan for the further developm ent o f R idge Haven.
T he on ly  lim iting factor on  com pleting  that plan is finances. R idge H aven policy is to  only build  as funds are 

availab le . A lready there are occasions w hen groups have to be turned aw ay o r registra tion  for a conference or 
re treat m ust be lim ited due to a lack o f  facilities. A re we h indering the w ork o f the PC A  by not providing  the 
funds to  com plete  and operate  the rem aining  facilities?
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APPENDIX N 
REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES 

TO THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

T he Subcom m ittee  fo r S tew ardsh ip  M inistries continues to  operate as a supportive m inistry  fo r the Program  
C om m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , the P resbyteries and the local congregations in the area  o f  personal 
com m itm ent o f  tim e, talent and treasure to the L o rd ’s w ork. T he Subcom m ittee endeavors to encourage the 
support fo r the total budget o f  the one w ork o f  the C hurch as it is carried  out through the fou r p rogram
com m ittees.

In additon  to  its regularly  assigned m inistries, the Subcom m ittee w as g iven  the fo llow ing tasks by  last years 
G eneral A ssem bly.

1. PS C S M , in consultation  w ith each Perm anent C om m ittee  o f the G eneral A ssem bly , to con tinue to 
review  and evaluate  the A ssem bly  organizational structure and in terrela tionships o f  the Perm anent 
assignm ents and responsib ilities; suggest appropria te  revisions; and report sam e to  the E leventh 
G eneral A ssem bly.

2. C larify  ro le o f  D irector o f  S tew ardship  M inistries in all fund raising activ ities re la ted  to  the four 
Perm anent C om m ittees, and that their recom m endation  as to the role o f fund ra ising  be presen ted  to 
the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly  fo r approval.

3. PSCSM  be d irected  to study its function , o rgan iza tion , and position  in the o rgan izational structure 
o f the G eneral A ssem bly , and report its recom m endations through its C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners 
to the E leventh G eneral A ssem bly .

The S ubcom m ittee  has held four m eetings since the last G eneral A ssem bly. T he Sub-com m ittee  m et on 
O ctober 1, 2 , and D ecem ber 10, 1982. and February 4 , 5 , and M arch 26 , 1983.
I. 1982 G ivin g

A total o f  $ 5 ,4 0 4 ,7 4 0  w as received by the four Perm anent C om m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem by in 
1982. T his w as the largest total yet for the PC A . A gencies and represents 93%  o f  the total budget o f
$5 ,8 3 6 ,9 2 5 .

The C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld received $ 3 ,4 6 4 ,5 0 6  in 1982, fo r 92%  o f  i t’s approved 
budget. T he C om m ittee  for the M ission to N orth A m erica received  $1 ,080 ,550  (102% ). C hristian  
E ducation  and Publications received $542 ,752  (75% ) and the C om m ittee  for A dm in istra tion  $316,932 
(109% ). These figures show  a steady do lla r grow th in the g iv ing  o f ou r people to PC A  causes, fo r w hich 
w e are g ratefu l, especially  in the light o f the present econom ic conditions.

T he total benevolent giv ing  in 1982 increased 36% , w ith the percentage o f  d isbursem ents a llocated 
for PCA  causes increasing  by 29% . Non PCA causes increased  26% . Per cap ita  giv ing  to all causes 
increased from  $631.00  to $ 6 4 7 .00 , an increase o f  2 .5% .

In 1982 PCA  C hurches gave $ 20 ,805 ,453  to all benevolent causes. $ 5 ,4 0 4 ,7 0 4  o f that am ount w as 
given to  G eneral A ssem bly causes representing  25 .9%  o f  the total benevolet giv ing  as com pared  to 
33%  in 1976.

O f the 25 .9%  given to the G eneral A ssem bly  causes, 64%  w ent to M ission to the W orld  and the 
rem aining  36%  w as d iv ided betw een M ission to N orth A m erica , C hristian  Education  and Publications 
and A dm inistra tion . 44 .7%  o r $ 9 ,2 9 9 ,3 5 9  o f  ou r total benevolent g iing w ent to N on-PC A  causes in
1982.

II. P resb ytery  A skings
At the d irection  o f the G eneral A ssem bly , the Subcom m ittee for S tew ardsh ip  M inistries calcu lated  the 
per capita  con tribu tions to the four Perm annent C om m ittees that w ould  be necessary  to  m eet their 
com m itted  1983 budgets. T his inform ation w as d istribu ted  to  each  local church  and the presbyteries 
w ith the request that each  church  indicate the am ount it p lans to  give to the w ork o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly . The per capita  askings for the 1983 budget is $93 .30 . T h is represents the fo llow ing am ounts 
fo r each  com m ittee: A dm inistration  $ 4 .7 0 , C hristian  E ducation  $ 7 .0 6 , M ission to  N orth A m erica  
$12.67 and M ission to the W orld $56 .37 . In addition . C ovenant C ollege and C ovenant Sem inary  w ere 
added to the askings in the am ounts o f $7 .26  and $5 .24  respectively . A personal presen tation  on  behalf 
o f the G eneral A ssem bly  budget w as m ade in each p resbytery . A sum m ary o f the response o f  these 
churches is attached to this report. See A ttachm ent L.

III. S tew ardsh ip  N etw ork
The estab lishm ent o f a S tew ardship  netw ork to facilitate  com m unication  o f im portant inform ation  
betw een the Program  C om m ittees and the P resbyteries is closing  the com m unication  gap  in these 
p resbyteries that have stew ardship  chairm an and /or key m en. The p resbytery  “ K ey-M en”  receive a 
periodic update o f  vital inform ation concerning  the four com m ittees. T hese m en in tu rn , are responsib le  
fo r com m unicating  this inform ation to the local congregations and appropriate p resbytery  com m ittees.



The Key M an serves as a catalyst and as an advocate for the G eneral A ssem bly  causes on the 
presbytery  and local church level.

IV . Stew ardsh ip  M aterials
T he Subcom m ittee continues to m ake S tew ardship  M aterials available  to our churches. In 1982 we 
d istributed  230,291 p ieces o f literature in the form  o f  tracts, p ledge cards and brochures to o u r people. 
T he num ber o f  churches using the m aterial increased by 30% . Yhis y ear the Subcom m ittee in troduces a 
new  packet o f  m aterial based upon M ai. 3:3 the them e "O fferin g s  in R igh teousness” . Sam ples o f  these 
m aterials will be m ailed to o u r churches in A ugust. T hey m ay be ordered  from  the S tew ardsh ip  o ffice. 
The office also  m aintains a bib liography o f  stew ardship  resource m aterials w hich is availab le  to 
pastors, to assist them  in the preparation  and presentation o f stew ardship  m essages.

V . Stew ardsh ip  Sem inars
Y our Subcom m ittee continues to conduct stew ardship  sem inars to assist local church  o fficers , pastors 
and m em bers in the preparation  and im plem entation  o f  effective stew ardship  program s in the local 
church . These one-day sem inars (usually  held on a Saturday) consist o f  at least tw o  general sessions and 
6 w orkshops. T hese sem inars are a proven m ethod o f assisting  local churches and the A ssem bly  in the 
area  o f stew ardship . W e have m any letters on file attesting  to the success o f  these m eetings. T im e and 
tim e again ou r records show  that a fter the Stew ardship  Sem inar, the giv ing  o f the partic ipating  church 
to G eneral A ssem bly  causes increases and in som e cases there is a significant increase.

V I. 1983 C alendars
Y our Subcom m ittee continues its efforts to publicize and assist in the coord ination  o f  A ssem bly , 
Presbytery  and C om m ittee even ts through the publication and d istribution  o f the S tew ardsh ip  C alen 
dar. T his year the calendar contains printed dates (w hen inform ation  w as availab le) o f  all P resbytery  
m eetings, as w ell as the regu lar m eetings o f  the four Perm anent C om m ittees. T his calendar w as 
distribu ted  to each  m inister and c lerk  o f session in the denom ination , each  m em ber o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly ’s Perm anent C om m ittees and each com m ittee staff person. T his year the dem and  for 
additional calendars exceeded our printed supply.

V II. G eneral A ssem bly R eorgan ization
The Subcom m ittee has spent a great deal o f  tim e in studying the o rganizational structure o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly . (See guideline 3 in the in troduction o f  this report) O ne aspect o f  this reorganization  study 
involves the d isso lvem ent o f  the Subcom m ittee on  S tew ardship  and the assim ila tion  o f  its present s taff 
and tasks into the fram ew ork o f the Perm anent C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

T he com plete  details o f this im portant study along w ith specific recom m endations can be found 
A ttachm ent A. T his particu lar report is o f m ajor im portance to the A ssem bly  and deserves careful and 
prayerfu l consideration .

V III. B udgets
O perating  under the d irection o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , the S ubcom m ittee  review ed each  o f  the 
budgets o f  the program  com m ittees. T he guidelines used to  review  the budgets o f these com m ittees 
w ere as follows:

1. R eview  the history o f G iving  for each  com m ittee.
2. Project from  that history w hat could be expected  for the com ing  year.
3. Add a faith percentage to the figure derived  in step # 2 .

A ttached to this report are copies o f  these budgets w hich we are recom m ending to the A ssem bly  fo r its 
approval.

As per the instructions o f the last G eneral A ssem bly , the Subcom m ittee will be subm itting  to the 
A ssem bly  operating  budgets for all the com m ittees and agencies o f the PCA.

IX . R ecom m endations
1. T hat the period o f  O ctober 15, 1983 through Sunday, N ovem ber 6 , 1983 be recom m ended as 

S tew ardship  C om m itm ent Season w ith Sunday, N ovem ber 6th designated  as S tew ardsh ip  C om m it
m ent Sunday.

2. That each  C hurch  be encouraged to use the 1983 Stew ardship  m aterials.
3. T hat each C hurch be encouraged to participate in a S tew ardship  Sem inar w hen it is m ade available 

in their area.
4 . T hat the 1983 am ended budget o f  the Subcom m ittee on S tew ardship  be approved.
5. T hat the am ended 1983 budget for the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  be approved.
6. T hat the proposed 1984 budget fo r the C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  be approved.
7. T hat the am ended 1983 Insurance and A nnuity budget be approved.
8. T hat the proposed 1984 Insurance and A nnuity budget be approved.
9. That the revised 1983 M ission to the W orld budget be approved.

10. T hat the proposed 1984 M ission to the W orld  budget be approved.
11. T hat the revised 1983 SIM A  budget be approved.
12. That the proposed 1984 SIM A  budget be approved.
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13. T hat the proposed 1984 C hristian E ducation and Publications budget be approved including  a 
grow th budget o f  $38 ,000 .

14. T hat the p roposed 1984 M ission to N orth A m erica budget be approved including a grow th  o f  
$270 ,000 .

15. T hat the proposed 1984 Ridge H aven budget be approved.
16. T hat the A ssem bly  approve M r. M . E. H ow land as D irector o f  S tew ardsh ip  through  the 1984 

A ssem bly.
17. T hat G eneral A ssem bly ’s request in item  14 o f  last y ear’s recom m endations from  the C om m ittee  o f  

C om m issioners on  S tew ardship  be answ ered by referral to the PSCSM  plan o f  reorgan ization .
18. T hat in consideration  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly assigned task to study and m ade recom m endations 

on  the reorganization  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  com m ittees and agencies the fo llow ing  recom m en
dations be approved. (See A ttachm ent K , the Plan for G eneral A ssem bly R eorgan iza tion .)
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ATTACHMENT A 
COMMITTEE ON MISSION TO THE WORLD 

1984 PROPOSED BUDGET

(Proposal H)
1982 Revised 1984

MTW/WPM 19*3 Proposed
Actual MTW'/WPM Budget

Expenses Budget MTW'

C oord in ator’s Salary/B enefits
Salary $ 21 ,324 $ 23,031 $ 24 ,413
H ousing  & O ther A llow ances 7 ,800 7 ,800 7 ,800
Insurance & A nnuities 5,198 5,669 6 ,009

Total C oord ina to r's  Salary /B enefits $ 34 ,322 $ 3 6 ,500 $ 38 ,222
O th er Salaries

A dm inistra tive  S taff $180,465 $296 ,568 $303 ,920
O ffice S taff 249,509 270 ,797 319 ,540
M issionaries & N ational W orkers 1,618,944 1,911,543 2 ,273,321
M issionary Q uotas 811 ,446 9 65 ,620 1,149,088
R etiree ’s Supplem ent 25,962 30,895 36 ,456

Total O ther Salaries $2 ,886 ,326 $3 ,4 7 5 ,4 2 3 $ 4 ,082 ,325
O th er  E m ployee B enefits

Insurance & Annuity $413,358 $618 ,212 $667 ,669
Payroll T axes (&  H ost C ountry Tax) 33 ,364 39,703 46 ,8 5 0

Total O ther Em ployee Benefits $446,722 $657 ,915 $714 ,519
P erson nel R ecruitm ent & D evelopm ent

Education $ 6,731 $ 12,039 $ 14,206
L anguage Study 3,202 5,727 6,758
Internship 3,457 10,000 11,800
Physicals & D ebriefing 15,897 28 ,433 33,551

Total Personnel R ecruitm ent & D evelopm ent $ 29 ,287 $ 56 ,199 $ 66 ,315
Professional Services

A udit Fee $ 6 ,334 $ 11,300 $ 14,452
Legal 5,682 6,613
M anagem ent C onsultant 4 ,775 8,527 9 ,806
Program  C onsultant 12,902 12,000 14,459

Total Professional Services $ 24,011 $ 37 ,509 $ 45 ,3 3 0
Supplies

O ffice $ 27 .317 $ 32 ,507 $ 38 ,358
B uilding 0 0 0
Program 0 1,000 1,180

Total Supplies $ 27 ,317 $ 33 ,507 $ 39 ,538
C om pu ter E xpenses

C om puter Lease $ 2 ,040 $ 2.428 $ 2,865
C onsultant 0 0 0
Supplies 1,228 1,461 1,724
Service Bureau 79 ,626 5 2 ,000 48 ,0 0 0
Softw are 0 0 0
R epairs & M aintenance 0 0 0

Total C om puter Expenses $ 82 ,894 $ 55 ,889 $ 52 ,589
C onferences

F ees, L odging. M eals & Travel $ 2,047 $ 8 ,436 $ 9 ,954
Total C onferences $ 2,047 $ 8 ,436 $ 9 ,954

D u es, S u bscrip tions &  P ublications
D ues & M em berships $ 6 ,316 $ 7 ,666 $ 9 ,0 4 6
Subscrip tions & Publications 1,105 3,120 3,588

Total D ues, Subscriptions & Publications $ 7,421 $ 10,786 $ 12,634
P rinting

Printing (Include N ew sletter) $ 4 4 ,160 $ 95 ,386 $103 ,017
P rayer Cards 14,318 25 ,609 30 ,219
P rayer L etters 23 ,009 41,153 48,561

T otal Printing $ 81,487 $162 ,148 $181 ,797
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Postage & Sh ippin g
Postage $ 55 ,297 $ 59,721 $ 64 ,499
UPS 11,307 13,455 15,877
Freight (to  & from  field) 31 ,352 56,075 66 ,169

Total Postage & Shipping $ 9 7 ,956 $129,251 $146 ,545
T elep hone & T elegraph

Telephone $ 29 ,998 $ 35 ,698 $ 38 ,554
T elegraph 0 0 0
M ailgram s 0 0 0

Total T elephone & Telegraph $ 29 ,998 $ 35 ,698 $ 38 ,554
O ccupancy C osts

Rent $ 28,871 $ 33 ,620 $ 37 ,745
U tilities 7 ,159 5,154 0
Interest on M ortgage 0 0 0
Property  T axes 0 0 0
Insurance 2,501 2,701 3 ,000
M issionary O utfit & Set-up 42 ,889 7 6 ,710 90 ,518

T otal O ccupancy Costs $ 81 ,420 $118,185 $131 ,263
Prom otional

Publicity $ 37 ,717 $ 44 ,883 $ 48 ,474
M aterials 17,090 20 ,337 21 ,964

Total Prom otional $ 54 ,807 $ 6 5 ,220 $ 70 ,438
T ravel & H otel

C o ord ina to r’s T ravel $ 5 ,494 $ 8 ,900 $ 10,235
S taff T ravel 30 ,904 36 ,776 34 ,230
Program  (Itineration  & M issionary) 276,267 328 ,757 387 ,933
C andidate  Travel 15,588 27 ,880 32 ,898

Total T ravel & Hotel $328,253 $402,313 $465 ,296
C om m ittee  M eetings

Travel $ 36 ,387 $ 4 3 ,300 $ 46 ,7 6 4
Hotel 0 0 0
G roup  M eals 0 0 0

T otal C om m ittee  M eetings $ 36 ,387 $ 43 ,3 0 0 $ 46 ,7 6 4
G eneral A ssem bly A ssigned E xpenses

Stew ardsh ip  C om m ittee $ 30 ,563 $ 0 $ 0
PCA Foundation 21,254 0 0
G A — C om m ittee  E xpenses 16,990 20 ,218 21,835

Total GA  A ssigned Expenses $ 68 ,807 $ 20 ,218 $ 21,835
R ent & M aintenance

Service C ontracts $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
Lease Paym ents 15,851 18,863 22 ,258
Repairs 11.101 11,989 1,000

Total R epair & M aintenance $ 26 ,952 $ 30 ,852 $ 23 ,258
C apital E xpenditures

O ffice Equipm ent $ 22 ,477 $ 12,000 $ 50 ,000
Transporta tion 0 0 0
C om puter H ardw are 0 0 0
Buildings 0 0 0
Land 0 0 0

Total C apital Expenditures $ 22 ,477 $ 12,000 $ 50 ,000
M iscellaneous

M oving $ 0 $ 12,000 $ 0
Insurance & Bonding 408 485 0
O ther Expenses 54 ,087 55 ,102 55 ,102
C ontingencies Fund 1,000 5 ,000 5 ,750

T otal M iscellaneous $ 55,495 $ 72 ,587 $ 60 ,852
M iscellaneous M issionary E xpenses

Project & Field A ccounts $1,007,831 $1 ,0 0 0 ,4 0 2 $1 ,329,891
T otal M isc. M issionary Expenses $1,007,831 $1 ,000 ,402 $1 ,329,891

G R A N D  T O T A L S $ 5 ,4 3 2 ,2 1 7 $6 ,4 6 4 ,3 3 8 $ 7 ,6 2 7 ,9 1 9
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ATTACHMENT B 
COMMITTEE ON SERVANTS IN MISSIONS ABROAD

Revised
1982 

Actual Plus 1983
1984

Proposed
Estimate Budget Budget

C oord in ator’s Salary/B enefits
Salary $ 16,483 $ 17,490 $ 19,239
H ousing 6,165 7 ,260 7 ,986
Insurance & A nnuity 3 ,524 4,085 4 ,4 9 4

Total C oord ina to r’s Sal/Ben. $ 26 ,172 $ 28 ,835 $ 31 ,719
O th er Salaries

A dm inistrative S taff $ 15,688 $ 17,218 $ 18,595
O ffice S taff 9,601 13,824 14,930
M issionaries 116,189 323 ,568 444 ,288

T otal O ther Salaries $141,478 $354 ,610 $477 ,813
O th er E m ployee Benefits

Insurance & Benefits $ 24,591 $ 30 ,000 $ 41 ,207
Payroll Taxes & H ost C ountry Tax 9 ,885 18,262 23 ,166

T otal O ther Em ployee
B enefits $ 34 ,476 $ 48 ,262 $ 64 ,373

P erson nel R ecruitm ent & D evelopm ent
In ternship/E ducation $ 18,290 $ 30 ,500 $ 32 ,940
L anguage Study 2,725 10,500 11,340
Physicals &  D ebriefing 548 7,923 8,557

Total Personnel D evelopm ent $ 21 ,563 $ 4 8 ,923 $ 52 ,837
P rofessional Services

A udit Fee $ 1,387 $ 1,500 $ 1,620
M anagem ent C onsultant 826 3 ,500 3 ,780

T otal Professional Services $ 2 ,213 $ 5 ,0 0 0 $ 5 ,400
Supplies

O ffice $ 573 $ 613 $ 662
Program 0 0 0

Total Supplies $ 573 $ 613 $ 662
T elep hone &  T elegraph

T elephone $ 229 $ 3 ,000 $ 3 ,240
T elegraph 0 100 120
M ailgram s 0 0 0

Total T elephone $ 229 $ 3 ,100 $ 3 ,360
O ccupancy C osts

Rent $ 5 ,544 $ 5 ,932 $ 6 ,407
M issionary  O utfit & Set-up 7,568 8 ,100 8,748

Total O ccupancy C osts $ 13,112 $ 14,032 $ 15,155
Prom otional

Publicity $ 201 $ 750 $ 810
M aterials 83 7 ,500 5 ,780

Total Prom otional $ 284 $ 8 ,250 $ 6 ,5 9 0
T ravel &  H otel

C oord ina to r’s Travel $ 4 ,135 $ 4 ,424 $ 4 ,778
S ta ff Travel 112 3,120 6 ,130
Program  (Itineration &
M issionary) 17,191 23 ,000 4 6 ,0 0 0
C andidate  Travel 1,044 1,120 1,210

Total T ravel & Hotel $ 22 ,482 $ 31 ,664 $ 58 ,118
C om m ittee  M eeting

Travel $ 1,189 $ 1,272 $ 1,374
Hotel 0 0 0
G roup  M eals 0 0 0

Total C om m ittee M eetings $ 1,189 $ 1,272 $ 1,374
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Computer Expenses
C om puter Lease 
Supplies

T otal C om puter E xpenses 
Conferences

F ees, L odg ing , M eals & Travel 
Total C onferences 

Dues, Subscriptions & Publications 
D ues & M em berships 
S ubscrip tions &  Publications

Total D ues & Subscrip tions
Printing

Prayer C ards 
Prayer L etters

T otal Printing 
Postage & Shipping 

Postage 
UPS 
Freight

T otal Postage & Freight 
General Assembly Expenses 

G A — C om m ittee  Expense 
Total G A  E xpenses 

Rent & Maintenance—Equipment 
Service C ontracts 
Lease Paym ents 
Repairs

Total R epairs & M aintenance 
Capital Expenditures 

O ffice  Equipm ent 
C om puter H ardw are

Total C apital Expenditures 
Miscellaneous

O ther E xpenses 
C ontingencies Fund

Total M iscellaneous 
Misc. Missionary Expenses 

Project & Field Expense
Total M isc. M issionary 
Expense 

GRAND TOTAL

$ 10,697 $ 8 ,0 0 0 $ 8 ,6 4 0
0 636 690

$ 10,697 $ 8 ,636 $ 9 ,3 3 0

$ 781 $ 836 $ 910
$ 781 $ 836 $ 910

$ 66 $ 75 $ 90
66 75 90

$ 132 $ 150 $ 180

$ 566 $ 2 ,500 $ 2 ,700
2,185 12,600 13,710

$ 2,751 $ 15,100 $ 16,410

$ 36 $ 1,100 $ 1,188
37 1,100 1,188

3,002 21 ,850 23 ,598
$ 3,075 $ 24 ,050 $ 25 ,974

$ 844 $ 2 ,000 $ 2 ,160
$ 844 $ 2 ,000 $ 2 ,160

$ 0 $ 0 $ 0
0 0 0

24 50 75
$ 24 $ 50 $ 75

s 735 $ 13,000 $ 15,000
0 0 0

$ 735 $ 13,000 $ 15,000

$ 7,025 $ 7,517 $ 8,118
0 3 ,000 6 ,0 0 0

$ 7,025 $ 10,517 $ 14,118

$ 7,477 $ 60 ,0 0 0 $ 180 ,000

$ 7,477 $ 60 ,0 0 0 $ 180 ,000
$297 ,312 $ 678 ,900 $ 982 ,368
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A T T A C H M E N T  C 
R ID G E  H A V E N , IN C . 

1984 PR O P O SE D  B U D G E T

A dm in istra to r’s Salary $36 ,476
Supt. o f  B uildings & G rounds 15,250
Secretary 6 ,750
Part T im e W orkers 5 ,000
E quipm ent— O peration  & M aint. 9 ,0 0 0
Tools 1,000
U tilities 12,000
Property  T axes 1.600
B uild ings & G rounds M aint. 6 .000
Insurance 9 ,600
T elephone 4 ,0 0 0
Prom otion 50 ,000
Travel Expense 1,000
B oard M eeting  Expense 4 ,0 0 0
O ffice Expense 3 ,000
A udit Fee 2 ,500
M iscellaneous Expense 500
Property  Pyt. (P rincipal and Interest) 47 ,746

TO T A L $211 ,422

$ 38 ,847  
16,241
7 .200
7 .500  
9 ,600  
1.000

14,400 
2,000
7 .200  
9 ,8 5 0

50 ,000  
1,000 
6,000 
2,000
5 .500  

500
42 ,8 4 9  

$225 ,687

1983 1984

A T T A C H M E N T  D  
C O M M IT T E E  FO R  C H R IST IA N  E D U C A T IO N  & PU B L IC A T IO N S

(1) O the r Salaries
(2) O ther Em ployee Benefits
(3) Professional Services
(4) Supplies
(5) T elephone
(6) O ccupancy C osts
(7) P rom otional
(8) T ravel & Hotel
(9) C om m ittee  M eetings

(10) C om pu ter Expenses
(11) C onferences
(12) D ues, P u b l., Subs.
(13) Printing
(14) Postage
(15) G eneral A ssem bly  Expenses 

G A  A ssigned E xpenses
(16) R ent & M ain t.— Eqpt.
(17) C apital Expend.
(18) M iscellaneous
(19) Program s
(20) Program s— Salaries
(21) P rogram s— Benefits
(22) C oor. Sal. & A llow .

Total C om m itted:
G row th:
Total

1984 PR O P O SE D  B U D G ET

1981 1982
Actual Budget

$137,637 $ 93 ,105
21 ,670 15.077

6 ,749 8,000
5,000 9 ,000
6 ,400 9 ,000

23,781 32,892
4 ,515 4 ,000

11,564 24 ,250
13,170 14,500
15,000 10,000

1,113 1,500
900 1,000

4 ,500 6 ,000
9 ,700 7,500

53 ,100 53 ,364

5,000 3,000
4,505 5,000
8.112

133.002 241,500
92 ,227 71 .116

7,128 7,763
31,565 34 ,090

$496,983 $678,133
18,000 6 ,000

$496,983 $696,133

1982
Actual

1983
Approved

1984
Proposed

$ 88,452 $129 ,397 $115 .846
17,413 19,228 21 .477
5,794 13,000 9 ,0 0 0
8,095 10,500 9 ,000
8,545 10,300 10,000

28,681 38 ,750 36 ,000
8.291 10,000 18,000

15,148 37 ,000 28 ,500
16.157 20 .500 23 ,000
18,570 14.000 15,500

975 1,750 1,000
1,012 1,200 1,200
3,101 17,000 5,000

11,068 15,000 15,000
47 ,649 15,000 12,000

3,410 7 ,400 6 ,000
5.403 14,500 13,000
3.594 5.350 2,350

180,480 296 ,020 276 ,000
125,313 140,267

10,562 12,240
34 ,390 36 ,476 39 ,029

$585 ,107 $848 ,246 $809 ,409
38 ,000 38 ,000

$591,107 $886 ,246 $847 ,409
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(1) O th er Salaries
A dm in. S ta ff $ 23 ,220 $ 25,078 $ 25 ,078 26 ,958 28 ,846
O ffice  S taff 56 ,170 68 ,027 63 ,374 102,439 87 ,000
Program  Personnel 58 ,247 * *

$137 ,637 $ 93 ,105 $ 88 ,452 $129 ,397 $115 ,846
(2) O th er E m ployee B enefits

Insurance & A nnuity $ 14,007 $ 6,227 $ 8,813 $ 8,873 $ 10,962
Payroll Taxes 7,663 8,850 8 ,600 10,355 10,515

$ 21 ,670 $ 15,077 $ 17,413 $ 19,228 $ 21 ,477
(3) Profession al Services

A udit Fee $ 2,999 $ 4 ,0 0 0 $ 3 ,510 $ 4 ,0 0 0 $ 4 ,0 0 0
M anagem ent C onsultant 3 ,750 0 2 ,034 3 ,000 2 ,000
Program  C onsultant
M iscellaneous (C ont) 4 ,0 0 0 250 6 ,000 3 ,0 0 0

$ 6,749 $ 8,000 $ 5 ,794 $ 13,000 $ 9 ,0 0 0
(4) Supplies $ 5 ,000 $ 9 ,000 $ 8,095 $ 10,500 $ 9 ,0 0 0

O ffice $ 5 ,000 $ 9 ,000 $ 8,095 $ 10,500 $ 9 ,0 0 0
(5) T elep hone & T elegraph

T elephone $ 6 ,4 0 0 $ 9 ,000 $ 8,545 $ 10,300 $ 10,000
(6) O ccupancy C ost

Rent $ 21 ,262 $ 30,625 $ 26 ,082 $ 3 6 ,250 $ 3 5 ,000
Storage 1,200 411
Property T axes Insurance 1,319 2,267 2,188 2 ,500 1,000

$ 23,781 $ 32 ,892 $ 28,681 $ 38 ,750 $ 36 ,000
(7) P rom otional

Publicity $ $ $ 8,291 $ 4 ,0 0 0 $ 15,000
M aterials (slide-tape) 4 ,515 4 ,000 6 ,0 0 0 3 ,000

$ 4 ,515 $ 4 ,000 $ 8,291 $ 10,000 $ 18,000
(8) T ravel & H otel

C oordinators Travel $ 1,818 $ 5 ,000 $ 1,734 $ 5 ,500 $ 5 ,000
S taff Travel 2,223 12,500 7,733 23 ,000 15,000
V ehicle O per. C ost 6 ,700 6 ,750 4 ,344 7 ,500 7 ,5 0 0
V ehicle Insurance 823 1,337 1,000 1,000

$ 11,564 $ 24 ,250 $ 15,148 $ 37 ,000 $ 28 ,500
(9) C om m ittee  M eetings

Travel $ 7 ,400 $ 9 ,000 $ 13,690 $ 11,500 $ 15,000
Hotel 1,150 1,500 1,500
Sub-C om m . W ork 500 500
W IC 2,926 4 ,0 0 0 2,467 5 ,0 0 0 4 ,0 0 0
T heo . Ed. Q uality 1,694 1,500 2 ,0 0 0 2 ,0 0 0

$ 13,170 $ 14,500 $ 16,157 $ 20 ,500 $ 2 3 ,000
(10) C om pu ter E xpenses

Equipm ent Lease $ 3,000 $ $ 9 ,6 6 0 $ 8 ,280 $ 12,000
C onsultant 10,321 8 ,596 4 ,3 2 0 2 ,000
Supplies & M isc. Exp. 600 314 1,400 1,500
Repairs & M aint. 1,079

$ 15,000 $ 10,000 $ 18,570 $ 14,000 $ 15,500
(11) C onferences (C on t. E d .)

R egistration  Fees $ $ 1,500 $ $ $
C ont. Ed. S ta ff 1,113 975 1,000

$ 1,113 $ 1,500 $ 975 $ 1,750 $ 1,000
(12) D ues, Su bscrip tions & Pub.

Subscrip tions & Pub. $ 300 $ 1,000 $ 465 $ 600 $ 600
Book A llow ances 600 547 600 600

$ 900 $ 1,000 $ 1,012 $ 1,200 $ 1,200
(13) Printing

Prom otional $ 4 ,5 0 0 $ 6 ,000 $ 3,101 $ 7 ,0 0 0 $
R eprinting 10,000 5 ,0 0 0

$ 4 ,500 $ 6 ,000 $ 3,101 $ 17,000 $ 5 ,0 0 0
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(14) P ostage & Sh ipping
Postage $ 9 ,700 $ 6 ,500 $ 11,068 $ 15,000
Freight 1,000

$ 9 ,700 $ 7,500 $ 11,068 $ 15,000
(15) G eneral A ssem . A ssign . E xp.

S upport-S tew ard  C om . $ 37 ,650 $ 39 ,939 $ 29 ,285 $
Support-PC A  Found. 6 ,150 7,425 5,999
G .A . Expense 9 ,300 12,000 12,365 15,000

$ 5 3 ,100 $ 59 ,364 $ 47 ,649 $ 15,000
(16) E quip . R ent & M aint.

Service C ontracts $ 836 $ $ 2 ,958 $ 1,400
Lease Cont.
X erox & 3,514 452 4 ,500

Pitney B ow es 650 3 ,000 1,500
$ 5 ,000 $ 3 ,000 $ 3 ,410 $ 7 ,400

(17) C apita l E xpenditures
O ffice Equip. $ 3 ,000 $ 5 ,000 $ 5 ,403 $ 7 ,500
T ransporta tion  Equip. 1,505 5 ,000
C om puter H ardw are 2 ,000 5 ,000

$ 4 ,505 $ 5,000 $ 5 ,403 $ 14,500
(18) M iscellaneous

M oving $ $ $ 1,954 $ 5 ,000
L iability  Ins. 231 250 250
B onding 81 100
W IC  Train ing 1,500
M is. Exp. (contingency) 2 ,300 1,390
K orean B C O -C om p. Survey 4 ,0 0 0

$ 8 ,112 $ $ 3 ,594 $ 5 ,350
(19) P rogram s

M t. O live $ $ 2,000 $ 2 ,000
Fam ily  M in. 1,940 6 ,500 6 ,500
W IC  (see travel)
G C P 75 ,000 125,000 $90 ,500 125,000
R esources 2 ,500 68 2 ,500 2,500
C TI Sem inars, etc. 11,820
M essenger 53 ,848 105,000 9 0 ,090 120,000
M inisters C ont. Ed. 2 ,214 500 (178) 3 ,200
B ookstore Support 2 5 ,000 5 ,000

$133,002 $241 ,500 $180 ,480 $ 2 96 ,020
(20) P rogram s Salaries $ $ 92 ,227 $ 71 ,116 $125 ,313
(21) Program  B enefits $ $ 7,128 $ 7 ,763 $ 10,562
(22) C oor. Sal. & A llow . $ 31 ,565 $ 34 ,090 $ 34 ,390 $ 36 ,476
Total C om m itted: $496,983 $678,133 $848 ,246
G row th: $ $ 18,000 $ 38 ,000
G rand Total: $496 ,983 $696 ,133 $886 ,246

$ 15,000 

$ 15,000

12,000 
$ 12,000

$ 1,000

4 ,500  
500 

$ 6,000

$ 5 ,000  
3 ,000

$ 13,000

250
100

2,000

$ 2 ,350

$ 2,000 
6 ,5 0 0

125,000

130,000
5 ,000

$276 ,000  
$140 ,267  
$ 12,240 
$ 39 ,029  
$809 ,409  
$ 38 ,000  
$847,409
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ATTACH M ENT E 
P R O P O SE D  B U D G E T — 1984 

C O M M IT T E E  O N  M ISSIO N  TO  NO R TH  A M ER IC A

Adopted— N ovem ber 18-19, 1982

O P E R A T IO N S:
C om m ittee  $ 18 ,016 $ 2 2 ,000
A udit 4 ,261 4 ,0 0 0
C oord inato r— Salary 3 4 ,090  3 7 ,196
C oordinator— T ravel & T elephone 8 ,689  10,000

O F F IC E  E X PE N SE S:
O ffice Salaries 5 7 ,320  80 ,000
B enefits 3 ,185  7 ,000
T axes 3 ,515  4 ,500
Supplies 6 ,105  7 ,0 0 0
Printing 4 ,4 8 8  10,000
Postage M eter 3 ,963  10,000
T elephone 9 ,5 8 5  14,040
Insurance 1,000
R ent 15,625 18,040
M aintenance C ontracts 3 ,000  2 ,000
C om puter 8 ,000  5 ,500
Equipm ent Purchase 17,417
M iscellaneous 1,000 3 ,500

$198 ,259  $234 ,776
C H U R C H  R E L A T IO N S:

C oord inato r 8 ,250  33 ,720
Travel & T elephone 10,000 11,000
Printing 10,000 10,000
Postage 10,000 10,000
A udio  V isuals 2 ,000  8 ,000

$ 65 ,7 2 0  $ 68 ,412
T otal O perations: $30 0 ,4 9 6  $ 3 25 ,526
C H U R C H  D E V E L O P M E N T :

O rganizing  Pastors $169 ,788  $251 ,800
Field B udget 363 10,000
Presbytery  15,000
M inister-at-L arge 82 ,488  132,412
M inister-at-L arge field 24 ,060  10,000
C oord inato r 31 ,348  3 3 ,676
C oordinator-T ravel & T elephone 7,531 10,000
T rain ing  667 12,000
M aterials 4 ,8 0 0
M oving 12,000

$316 ,245  $478 ,888
SP E C IA L  M IN IST R IE S:

C hurches $ 90 ,548  $183 ,200
Sem inars 10,595
C ooperative A greem ents 34 ,313  28 ,000
C oord inato r 31 ,348  33 ,676
Travel & T elephone 9 ,2 4 0  10,000
D irector-C am pus 18,339 3 0 ,420
C am pus M inistries 9 ,2 4 0  1,800
M ercy m in istry . Sem inars, etc. 5 ,969

$ 22,000
5 .000  

39 ,614  
11,000

87 .500
7 .0 0 0
6.000 
8,000

6,000
3 .500

2 7 .500
3 .500  

16,000 
10,000
3 .500  

$257 ,114

3 5 ,912

10,000
3 .500

$266,111
20,000

141,681
28 ,200
35 ,865
11,000
15,000

$534 ,657

$174 ,304
3 ,500

33 .000  
35 ,865
11.000 
32 ,397 
20 ,312

$203 ,623 $287 ,096 $316 ,347
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E V A N G E L ISM : ( f r o m  g r o w th )
C oordinator 33 ,676 35,865
Travel & T elephone 6 ,324 10,000
M aterials 10,000 15,000
E. E. Scholarship 15,000
C onferences, Sem inars, etc. 6 ,000

$ 50 ,000 $ 81 ,865
M IS C E L L A N E O U S PR O G R A M S:
C hurch B uildings 4(F ive M illion Fund)

D irector $ 30 ,420 $ 32 ,397
Travel & T elephone 10,000 10,000
Printing 3,500 3 ,500
Postage 3,500 1,500
O ther 8 ,300 924

$ 5 5 ,720 $ 48,321
♦This expense is funded out o f  contributions to the Five M illion Fund.

Estimated Budget Budget
1982 1983 1984

Actual

S t. L ouis— C onsultant
Salary $7,333 $ 33 ,720 $35 ,912
Travel &  Telephone 2,095 8,400 10,000
Secretarial 3,113 9 ,636
Rent 3 ,000
V italization  W orkshops 1,500

$ 42 ,120 $ 60 ,048
G eneral A ssem bly: 10,500 12,000 15,000
C haplains: R equested  C hange

D irector * (4 ,800) 5 ,136
O ffice  & Travel 2,525 (5 ,400) 5 ,778
C om m ission  M eetings (1 ,500) 1,800

(11 ,700)
3 ,500 12,714

A pproved
D enom in ational G row th:

D em ographics 8 ,000
Literature 10,705 11,000 3,000
A udio  Visual 10,000 5,000
A dvertising 4 ,614 10,000
V isits to o ther churches 2,833 10,000 5 ,000
Presbytery  M NA  Sem inar 10,000

$ 25 ,614 $ 41 ,0 0 0
M inistry  P ublications:

In V ocation and Postage $ 15,000

T otal M isc P rogram s $ 1 37 ,470  $192,083
♦The excess spent w ill have to be raised as a part o f the G row th B udget and will be received  from  the chaplains 

them selves and from  the O rthodox Presbyterian C hurch , our s ister denom ination  in the C haplains C om m is
sion.

E stim ated Incom e as follows:Sum m ary:
O perations 
M isc. Program s 
Evangelism  
Special M inistries 
C hurch  D evelopm ent

G row th :4

$ 325 ,526  
192,083 
81,865 

316,347 
534,657

$1 ,450 ,478

$ 270 ,000

$ 1 ,001 ,300
186,912

$1 ,188 ,212
178,232

$1 ,366 ,444
-78,477

$1 ,287 ,967
$1 ,481 ,160

1982 estim ated  actual 
RPCES incom e p rio r to J& R

15% grow th

R educed by the am ount lost
from  undesignated  giv ing  to A ssem bly
causes
E stim ated 1983 incom e 
15% over 1983 for 1984



APPENDICES 291

ATTACH M ENT F 

PC A  IN S U R A N C E , A N N U IT IE S, & R E L IE F  B U D G E T S

1982 1982 1983 1983 1984
Actual Budget Budget Amended Budfrt

Salaries & B enefits $104 ,416 $103,745 $122 ,084 $148 ,000 $ 1 65 ,000
Em ployers F .I .C .A . 7 ,300 7 ,300 10,100
Printing 6,337 6 ,000 7,000 7 ,5 0 0 7 ,300
O ffice 5,965 6 ,000 6 ,000 6 ,5 0 0 6 ,5 0 0
C om puter 14,963 15,000 16,800 17,000 17,000
M eeting 12,701 11,000 13,000 13,500 18,000
A ctuary 9 ,600 15,000 7 ,500 10,000 7 ,500
A uditor 4 ,166 3,500 4 ,5 0 0 4 ,5 0 0 5 ,000
Rent 11,580 10,200 13,500 13,500 14,800
C hurch Pension Conf. 238 500 1,000 1,000 1,000
Fam ily C onference 500
Tax Books 700 900
G eneral A ssem bly 860 1,000 1,500 2 ,0 0 0 2 ,500
T elephone 8,267 5 ,000 6 ,5 0 0 9 ,0 0 0 11,500
Postage 3,730 3,000 4 ,5 0 0 4 ,5 0 0 6 ,5 0 0
D epreciation  on Equipm ent 7,917 9 ,400 12,000 12,000 13,000
Legal Fee 5,641 5 ,000 5 ,0 0 0 10,000 7 ,000
Travel 7,732 10,000 16,000 20 ,000 2 0 ,000
Training 1,970 1,500 1,500 2 ,000 2 ,000
Insurance-office  & auto 1,460 1,700 1,800 1,800 2 ,200
Insurance Exam 250 350
M oving 1,500
M isc. 1,355 1,000 2 ,000 2 ,000 4 ,0 0 0

Totals $208,898 $210,995 $251 ,234 $292 ,100 $ 320 ,900
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A T T A C H M E N T  G

P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  
ST A T E D  C L E R K ’S O F F IC E /R E L O C A T E  T O  A T L A N T A  

FIN A N C IA L  ST A T U S A N D  B U D G ET S  
D ecem ber 31 ,1 9 8 2

Revised 1984
1982 1982 1983 Proposed

Actual Budget Budget Budget

Stated  C lerk ’s Salary and  B enefits
Salary $ 21 ,500 $ 23 ,273
H ousing & o ther allow ance 10,000 10,600
Insurance & annuity 5 ,000 5 ,000
C le rk ’s Total Payroll Costs $34,938 $34 ,090 $ 36 ,500 $ 38 ,873

StafT Salaries 42 ,222 44 ,966
S ta ff Em ployee Ben. & FICA 5,541 6,581
T otal Payroll Costs— S taff $35,281 $37 ,000 $ 47 ,763 $ 51 .547

Profession al Services
Supplies 4 ,550 3,000 6 ,0 0 0 6 .000
T elephone  & Telegraph 3,418 3,250 4 ,000 4 ,0 0 0
O ccupancy C osts 2,181 3,000 3,600 9 ,5 0 0
Prom otional
Insurance
Travel &  Hotel 8.101 6 ,0 0 0 11,140 10,200
C om m ittee  M eetings
C om puter E xpenses
C onferences
D ues, Publications & Subscriptions
P rinting 9,405 10,000 2 ,500 2 ,500
Postage & Shipping 2,649 1,000 2 ,000 2 ,100
G A  A ssigned Exp. (A ssem bly  only)
R ental & M ain t.— Equipm ent 7 .880 4 ,200
C apital Expenditures 3 ,000 6 ,0 0 0
R elocation  Expense 10,000 0

$108 ,403  $101 ,540
10,000

$126,503
Special P ro ject A ssem bly  D igest 

Total C om m ittee Expend.
S tated C le rk 's  O ffice 

♦Rent fo r office $ 6 ,650 , storage o f A rchives $2 ,850  
♦♦D ata Processing  Equipm ent $ 3 ,000 , Filing cabinet $1,000, o ther office  equ ipm ent $2 ,000 .

$140 ,720
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A T T A C H M E N T  H

PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN  A M E R IC A  
C O M M IT T E E  O N  A D M IN IST R A T IO N  
F IN A N C IA L  ST A T U S A N D  B U D G E T S  

D ecem b er 3 1 ,1 9 8 2

Revised 1984
1982 1982 1983 Proposed

Actual Budget Budget Budget

C oord in ator’s Salary & B enefits
Salary $ 36 ,500 $ 38 ,873
H ousing  & O ther A llow ance
Insurance & A nnuity

Total C oord . Sal/ B enefits $ 33,501 $36 ,040 $ 3 6 ,500 $ 38 ,873
S ta ff Salaries 9 3 ,830 99 ,979

S ta ff Em ployee B en. & FICA 14,528 15,138
T otal Payroll C osts— S taff $ 24 ,305 35 ,000 108,358 115,117

1982 U npaid E xpenses 47 ,087
Professional Services 4 ,610 3,800 15,000 16,100
Supplies 13,093 4 ,0 0 0 6 ,000 6 ,4 0 0
Telephone & Telegraph 10,424 4 ,0 0 0 13,500 14,400
O ccupancy C osts 8 ,750 3 ,000 17,550 18,800
Prom otional
Insurance 136 1,000 1,200 1,300
Travel & Hotel 5 ,235 5 ,000 13,500 14,400
C om m ittee M eetings 33 ,990 43 ,0 0 0 4 5 ,000 4 8 ,2 0 0
C om puter E xpenses 9 ,924 8 ,000 15,100 16,200
C onferences 0 1,000 4 ,0 0 0 4 ,3 0 0
D ues. Publications & Subscrip tions 0 0 250 250
Printing 0 0 8 ,000 8 ,600
Postage & Shipping 1,752 3 ,000 5 ,000 5 ,4 0 0
G A  A ssigned Exp. (A ssem bly  only) 10,075 3 ,000 15,000 16,100
Rental & M ain t.— E quipm ent 2 ,816 2 ,000 3 ,400 3 ,6 0 0
C apital E xpenditures 0 0 86 ,000 4 0 ,0 0 0
M iscellaneous ($500 M oderato r’s O ff.) 6 ,673 4 ,0 0 0 12,000 12,840
Consultants 800 900

Total C om m ittee  Expend.
CO A $165 ,284 $155 ,840 $453 ,245 $ 381 ,780

Stated C le rk ’s O ffice
B R E V A R D 108,403 101,540 126,503 140,720

J & R Expenses A ssigned CO A 16,050
S tew ardsh ip  M inistries 31 ,707 35 ,130 175,061 165,778
Foundation 5 ,772 7,187 88 ,822 97 ,7 2 0

Totals $311 ,166 $315 ,747 $843,631 $785 ,998
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A T T A C H M E N T  I

PR E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  
PC A  FO U N D A T IO N  

FIN A N C IA L  ST A T U S A N D  B U D G E T S  
D ecem ber 31, 1982

Revised
1982 1982 1983

Actual Budget Budget

D irec to r’s Salary & Benefits
Salary $ 27 ,600 $ 28 ,980
H ousing  & O ther A llow ance
Insurance & A nnuity 7 ,199 7,653

Total C oord. Sal/ B enefits $ 34 ,799 $ 36 ,633
S ta ff Salaries 7 ,800 8 ,5 8 0

S ta ff Em ployee Ben. & FICA 3,058 3,262
Total Payroll C osts— S taff $ 10,858 $ 11,842

Profession al Serv ices 4 ,0 0 0 4 ,5 5 0
Supplies 800 880
T elephone & Telegraph 3 ,000 3 ,300
O ccupancy C osts 1,800 1,890
Prom otional 9 ,5 0 0 9,975
Insurance
Travel &  Hotel 12,000 12,600
C om m ittee  M eetings 2 ,500 2 ,200
C om puter E xpenses
C onferences 2 ,000
D ues, Publications & Subscriptions 100 100
Printing 4 ,000 5 ,500
Postage & Shipping 2 ,500 2 ,750
G A  A ssigned Exp. (A ssem bly  only)
R ental & M ain t.— E quipm ent
C apital Expenditures 1,000 1,000
M iscellaneous 1,965 2 ,500
C onsultants

Total C om m ittee  Expend. $ 88 ,822 $ 97 ,720
PC A  Foundation

1984
Proposed

Budget
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A T T A C H M E N T  J

P R E SB Y T E R IA N  C H U R C H  IN A M ER IC A  
ST E W A R D S H IP  

FIN A N C IA L  ST A T U S A N D  B U D G E T S  
D ecem b er 31 ,1 9 8 2

Revised
1982 1982 1983

Actual Budget Budfet

D irec to r’s Salary & Benefits
Salary $ 28,951
H ousing  & O ther A llow ance
Insurance & A nnuity  & R C A  Taxes 5 ,944 6 ,2 0 0

D irec to r’s T o tal Payroll C ost $ 34 ,895 $ 3 7 ,6 3 0
S ta ff Salaries 31 ,068 3 5 ,316

S ta ff Em ployee Ben. & FICA 12,043 13,232
T otal Payroll C osts— Staff $ 43,111 $ 48 ,548

Professional Services 7 ,5 0 0 2 ,5 0 0
Supplies 2 ,500 3 ,000
T elephone & Telegraph 6 ,0 0 0 4 ,5 0 0
O ccupancy C osts 3,255 7 ,5 0 0
Prom otional 31 ,700 3 0 ,000
Insurance
T ravel & Hotel 22 ,000 2 2 ,0 0 0
C om m ittee M eetings 12,000 0
C om puter E xpenses
C onferences 500 500
D ues, Publications & Subscrip tions 100 100
Printing 3 ,500 2 ,0 0 0
Postage & Shipping 4 ,5 0 0 3 ,5 0 0
G A  A ssigned Exp. (A ssem bly  only)
R ental & M ain t.— Equipm ent
C apital Expenditures 500
M iscellaneous 3 ,500 3 ,500
C onsultants

T otal C om m ittee  E xpend. $175,061 $165 ,778
Stew ardsh ip  O ffice
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A T T A C H M E N T  K 
P L A N  FO R  G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y  R E O R G A N IZ A T IO N

IN T R O D U C T IO N : as the PSCSM  review ed the present C om m ittee  and A gency structure o f  the PC A , the 
PSCSM  believed it to be best to return to the initial PCA concept that the p rogram s o f  G eneral A ssem bly  would 
be conducted  through four perm anent program  com m ittees, i . e . , C om m ittee on A dm in istra tion , C om m ittee  on 
C hristian  Education  and Publications, C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , and C om m ittee  on  M ission to 
the W orld. T he G eneral A ssem bly  now  has o ther w orks w hich are conducted  through special A gencies such  as 
C ovenan t C ollege, C ovenant Theological S em inary , R idge H aven, Insurance and A nnuities , and the PCA 
Foundation . W e conceive these A gencies as special related to the G eneral A ssem bly . Each o f  the A gencies 
should have com m unication , m utual encouragem ent and cooperation  as related to  one o f  the Perm anent 
C om m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , with the C h ie f Executive O fficer being an advisory  m em ber o f the 
Perm anent C om m ittee  to  w hich h is A gency relates. All o f  these Perm anent P rogram  C om m ittees and A gencies 
will be financially  coordinated  through the C om m ittee on A dm inistration . W e believe this will g ive  us a 
w orkable concep t w hich is consistent w ith o ur initial o rganization . T herefore, the PSCSM  m akes the follow ing 
recom m endations:
I. That the G eneral A ssem bly  approve and recom m end to the presbyteries the fo llow ing changes:

That the B C O  14-1-12 be changed to read:
“ T he  A ssem bly  Perm anent C om m ittees are the C om m ittee on A dm inistra tion  (C O A ), C om m ittee  on 
Education  and Publications (C E P ), C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica (M N A ), and C om m ittee  on 
M ission to  the W orld (M TW ).
“ T he C O A  shall consist o f  16 men: ten at-large m em bers w ith one ruling and and one teaching e lder to be 
elected  each  year to serve four-year term s, w hich consist o f  four c lasses o f  tw o m en each  on odd years and 
three m en each on even years. T he chairm an and v ice-chairm an o f  C E P , M N A , and M TW  shall be the 
o ther m em bers o f C O A . The chairm an o f  C O A  shall be one o f  the ten at-large m em bers. C O A  shall have 
one ruling and one teaching  e lder as a lternates to fill any vacancy that m ay o ccu r during  the year in its at- 
large m em bership.
C E P, M N A , and M TW  shall consist o f  14 m en divided into fou r classes o f  three  m en each  on  odd years 
and four m en each on even years, e lected  to serve four-year term s. C E P , M N A , and M TW  C om m ittees 
shall have one ruling and one teaching e lder as a lternates to fill any vacancy that m ay occu r during  the 
year.
Persons w ho have served for a full term , o r for at least tw o years o f  a partial term , on one o f  the 
A ssem bly ’s Perm anent C om m ittees o r A gencies shall not be e ligible for re-e lection  to an A ssem bly 
C om m ittee  until one year has e lapsed  (E xceptions may be perm itted  in A gency B ylaw s approved by the 
A ssem b ly ).”

II. That the fo llow ing changes be m ade in the Bylaw s o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch in Am erica:
A. T hat the title o f A rticle IV be changed to read "P erm an en t C om m ittees and A g en c ie s ."
B. T hat A rticle IV , Section  1, be changed to read:

“ The affairs o f  the C orporation  and the program s o f the A ssem bly shall be conducted  prim arily  
through Perm anent C om m ittees. T he Perm anent C om m ittees (C E P , C O A , M TW , M N A ) are 
constitu ted  by the provisions o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. C erta in  A gencies have been established  
by the G eneral A ssem bly for special functions, nam ely: C ovenan t C ollege, C ovenant Theological 
S em inary , R idge H aven, Insurance, A nnuities, and R elief, and PCA  F oundation . Special C om m it
tees are e lected  by the G eneral A ssem bly to perform  specific tasks, nam ely , the Judicial B usiness 
C om m ittee , Interchurch R elations C om m ittee , N om inating C om m ittee , and T heological E xam in
ing C om m ittee.
1. Perm anent com m ittees m ay appoint subcom m ittees fo r specific  tasks o r areas o f  responsib il

ity assigned by the G eneral A ssem bly , according  to  the fo llow ing guidelines:
a. M em bership  o f  subcom m ittees m ay include m en not e lected  to the Perm anent C om m it

tee , provided the subcom m ittee chairm an is a Perm anent C om m ittee  m em ber.
b. All policies and procedures o f a subcom m ittee m ust be approved by the Perm anent 

C om m ittee p rior to im plem entation.
c. T he staff o f  a subcom m ittee is contro lled  by the Perm anent C om m ittee  through its 

coordinator.
d. A subcom m itee shall not have a separate C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners.

2. Each A gency shall relate to one o f  the four Perm anent C om m ittees as assigned by the 
A ssem bly  according  to the follow ing guidelines:
a. T rustees o r D irectors shall be e lected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  according  to the sam e 

provisions o f  the B C O /A ssem bly  B ylaw s for the election  o f  Perm anent com m ittees, 
except that the num ber o f c lasses, length o f te rm s, elig ib ility  fo r re -e lection , and 
balance o f teaching  and ruling e lders m ay vary according to  A gency B ylaw s.



APPENDICES 297

b. The C h ief Executive O fficer o f  the A gency shall be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 
Perm anent C om m ittee to w hich the A gency is related . T ravel expenses shall be paid by 
the A gency.

c. The C oord ina to r o f  the related Perm anent C om m ittee shall be an advisory  m em ber o f 
the Board o f the A gency. T ravel expenses shall be paid by the Perm anent C om m ittee.

d . The re la tionship  o f the A gency to the Perm anent com m ittee  shall be one o f  com m un ica
tion . encouragem ent, and cooperation . T he re la tionsh ip  shall include no fiscal or 
adm inistra tive  responsib ility  o r liability . Policies, p rocedures and staff o f the A gency 
shall be contro lled  by the B oard o f  T rustees o f  that A gency.

e. A separate C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners shall rev iew  the w ork o f each  A gency in order 
to report to the A ssem bly  concerning  that A gency, in accordance w ith the B ylaw s o f the 
PCA and the R ules fo r A ssem bly  O perations.

3. The Special C om m ittees shall report d irectly  to the A ssem bly , w ith funding  and adm in 
istrative functions carried  out by the C om m ittee on A d m in is tra tio n "

C . T hat A rticle IV , Section 3, be changed to read:
“ The Perm anent C om m ittees shall, unless specifically  d irected  o therw ise by the G eneral A ssem 
b ly , be authorized  to operate from  separate locations w ith separate offices and separate staff. The 
budget for each  Perm anent C om m ittee and A gency shall be subm itted  to the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistra tion  w hich shall independently  evaluate  the proposed budget o f each Perm anent C om 
m ittee and A gency and report to the A ssem bly  its considered  opin ion  on the adoption  before the 
entire  denom ination . Should m odifications in budgets be deem ed necessary  by the A ssem bly , 
special care shall be taken that changes not be m ade in such a way as to threaten  the con tinu ity  o r 
effectiveness o f  the C o m m ittee 's  o r A gency ’s m inistry . B udgets o f  C om m ittees and A gencies that 
are agreed upon by C O A  m ay be changed only by a tw o-th irds vote o f  the A ssem bly  com m issioners 
present at the tim e the budget is voted on. O therw ise, they m ay be changed by m ajority  vote. All 
funds received by the C orporation . . . "

D. That A rticle IV , Section 9 , Paragraph E , be changed to read:
“ E. T he Judicial B usiness C om m ittee

T here shall be a Judicial B usiness C om m ittee com posed o f e ight m em bers d iv ided into 
four classes o f tw o m em bers each  serving  four-year term s. Each c lass shall be com posed 
o f one T each ing  E lder and one R uling Elder.
T he Judicial B usiness C om m ittee shall advise the A ssem bly  on all constitu tional 
m atters, and betw een A ssem blies shall function  as advisory  to the S tated C lerk  and the 
C om m ittee  on A d m in is tra tio n "

E. That the w ords “ su b co m m ittee"  and “ b o a rd "  be editorally  rem oved from  the A ssem bly  Bylaws 
w here ever they occu r in A rticle IV , Section 9 , Paragraphs F , and H. In Paragraph G , that the title 
be changed to “ B oards o f  A gencies”  and that the w ord " su b co m m itte e "  be rem oved w here it 
occurs.

F. That A rticle IV , Section 10, be deleted.
G . That A rticle IV , Section  II , be changed as follows:

1. In the second sen tence, insert the w ord “ re tirem en t"  betw een " th e ”  and “ r e l i e f "  so that the
entire sentence reads, “ Specifically , but not in lim itation thereof, the T rustees shall adm in 
ister the A nnuity p lans, the g roup insurance program s and the retirem ent re lie f p rogram s o f 
the C o rp o ra tio n "

2. T o  the third paragraph add, “ in fiduciary  m a t te r s "  so that the entire  sentence reads, “ The 
T rustees shall not be subject to  the control o f  any o ther C om m ittee  o r organization  o f  the 
corporation  in fiduciary m atters. "

T hat the G eneral A ssem bly  approve the follow ing:
A . That all present functions and personnal o f the PSCSM  be assigned to the C om m ittee  on A dm in

istration.
B. That the follow ing assignm ents be m ade and continued until changed in the subsequent A ssem bly:

1. That the C h ie f Executive O fficer o f Insurance and A nnuities be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 
C om m ittee on A dm inistration .

2. That the C h ief Executive O fficer o f the PCA Foundation  be an advisory  m em ber o f  the 
C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

3. That the C h ie f Executive O fficer o f R idge H aven be an advisory m em ber o f  the C om m ittee  
for C hristian  E ducation and Publications.

4. That the C h ief Executive O fficer o f  C ovenan t C ollege be an advisory  m em ber o f the 
C om m ittee  for C hristian Education and Publications.

5. That the C h ie f E xecutive O fficer o f C ovenant T heological Sem inary  be an advisory  m em ber 
o f  the C om m ittee  for C hristian E ducation and Publications.
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C. That during the interim  year in w hich presbyteries will vote on the B C O  am endm ents proposed 
above,
1. That each Perm anent C om m ittee continue to appoint an advisory  m em ber to the C om m ittee 

on A dm inistration.
2. That the functions and personnel o f  the PSCSM  be transferred  to the C om m ittee on A dm in

istration as soon as is practical.
D. That the PCA Foundation  continue to be supported financially  by the C O A  through  1984, and 

that the C O A  in consultation  w ith the Foundation  be charged  w ith  the responsib ility  to 
recom m end to the 1984 G eneral A ssem bly  the funding  p rocedure  for the Foundation , 
beginning  in 1985.

IV. T hat the A ssem bly  adopt the attached o rganizational charts as representing  fairly the basic structures o f 
the A ssem bly . (See p. 110.)

V. That the G eneral A ssem bly receive the follow ing as inform ation:
W e believe that the recom m endations in this report are consistent w ith the le tter and spirit enunciated  

in the Jo in ing  and R eceiv ing  o f the R PCES (J and R). As to the B udgets o f A gencies, we believe that the 
language in J and R w hich deals w ith budgets speaks to the m ethod by w hich these budgets are to be 
funded ra ther than w hether o r not such budgets w ere to be review ed by G eneral A ssem bly . W e find no 
specific  language in J and R w hich deals w ith the issue o f review  by G eneral A ssem bly  o f  A gency 
budgets. H ow ever, we believe that the principle is c learly  dealt w ith in Item  5.1 o f  J and R w hich reads: 

“ Since the G eneral A ssem bly  is responsib le for the conduct o f  the w ork w hich the w hole church  
does un ited ly , the pow ers and activ ities w hich it has delegated  to institu tions under its ju risd ic tion  
shall alw ays be subject to  review . It shall not delegate  any o f its pow ers beyond its ow n recall so as 
to cease to be fully responsib le  fo r the sp iritual oversight o f  the entire  d en o m in a tio n .”  

T herefore, we do  not believe that our recom m endations v iolate J and R , but are consistan t w ith  the 
princip les stated therein.
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APPENDIX O 
TH E REPO RT OF 

TH E STUDY C O M M ITTEE ON QUESTIONS 
RELATING TO THE VALIDITY O F CERTAIN BAPTISMS

The Study C om m ittee has had com m itted  to it certain  questions raised  by G race Presbytery  and by W estern 
C arolina  Presbytery, and a lso  the proposed answ ers to these q uestions offered by the Subcom m ittee on Judicial 
B usiness, a m inority  o f that Subcom m ittee , and by the C om m ittee  on C om m issioners. T he questions w hich 
this C om m ittee  was asked to deal with can be essentially  reduced to two: ( I ) W hat, if  any th ing , w ould m ake the 
baptism  o f a church  invalid as a C hristian baptism ?, and (2) Has one who was p resented  for baptism  or 
christen ing  by non-C hristian  paren ts, o r one w ho was baptized  as a supposed convert, but w ithout real saving 
faith , received C hristian baptism ?

T he Study C om m ittee  adjudged that its task was restricted to these tw o item s and it ad judges that the answ er 
to these tw o questions will answ er all but one o f the questions o f the tw o p resbyteries. T his report addresses 
itse lf to the first question . A subsequent report w ill address itse lf to the second question  a fte r further study has 
a ttem pted to reach a consensus on the understanding o f w hat the Scripture says on this question . The 
C om m ittee  considers the only  o ther question  raised on baptism  to be already answ ered by an identical decision  
o f both the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on Judicial B usiness and the Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness. 
T he answ er to this question  should be voted on at this A ssem bly  (recom m endation  4 at the end o f this report). 
T he S tudy C om m ittee  is recom m ending the decision  already proposed.

I. Is th e baptism  o f  certain  “ church bod ies” invalid?
The com m ittee approached this question constrained by the biblical teaching (E ph. 4 :5 ; cf. W estm inster  

Confession c f  Faith  xxviii, 7) that there is one baptism . Thus it addresses the question  o f valid o r invalid baptism  
not as one o f rebaptism . In approaching the subject o f a valid o r invalid baptism , the C om m ittee  was instructed 
by the analogy o f A cts 19:1-7. In this account, the d iscip les o f John the B aptist are not rebaptized w ith a second 
C hristian baptism , even though o f course one may speak in som e sense o f a rebaptism , since they had been 
baptized  into John the B ap tist’s baptism , but when baptized by foul in the nam e o f the Lord Jesus they were 
baptized  for the first tim e w ith C hristian bap tism . Even though the baptism  o f John is not regarded as invalid but 
as not the baptism  o f Jesus, this passage does provide the church  an exam ple, by analogy, o f evaluating a 
previous baptism  and then p roceeding to C hristian baptism  if that form er baptism  is not regarded as C h ris tian . It 
should thus be agreed  that it is an appropriate act to adm in ister C hristian  baptism  if a previous baptism  is 
regarded as invalid , and that it should be agreed that this is not a second C hristian baptism  o r a  rebaptism .

In conducting  its study the C om m ittee sought to be guided by our suprem e standard , the Scrip tu res, and by 
o u r subordinate standards, the W estm inster C onfession an d  C atech ism s, w hich we have sincerely  received  and 
adopted  as con tain ing  the system  o f doctrine o f the Scriptures. S ince the Scriptures do  not deal d irectly  w ith our 
question , we have followed the herm eneutical rule o f ou r C onfession  o f deducting  "g o o d  and necessa ry ” 
consequences ( W esterm inster Confession o f  Faith, I, 6) from  the Scrip tures in so lving this question  and have 
especia lly  u tilized these consequences already draw n by ou r confessional standards.

In addition , we have consulted w riters on the subject from  various ages o f the church , study reports in various 
presbyteries o f ou r own and sister Presbyterian churches, and we have reflected again on a num ber o f concrete 
situations ranging  from  the ancient D onatist controversy up to and including the concrete situations in the local 
congregations.

In particular, we have been especially  constrained  to consider the decisions o f ou r spiritual p redecessors,
i.e . ,  the h ighest courts o f A m erican Presbyterian churches (cf. W estm inster Confession t f  Faith, xxxi, 2) who 
have dealt with the sam e question.

In its historical survey, the C om m ittee found that with one exception the G eneral A ssem blies o f A m erican 
Presbyterian churches, both in m aking a judgm ent on the m atter and in settling a jud icia l case, have taken the 
position o f non-validity  for Rom an C atholic baptism . T his was done in 1845 by the O ld School A ssem bly  and 
the reasons given in the report have prevailed until today. This position was sustained  in a judicia l case in 1885. 
T he C um berland  Presbyterian C hurch took the sam e position in 1876. T he United Presbyterian C hurch  in 
N orth A m erica , in various actions from  1869 to 1871, took the sam e position. The Presbyterian C hurch , U .S .. 
com m only  referred  to as the Southern Presbyterian C hurch , had consistently  taken the sam e position o f the 
non-validity  o f R om ish baptism . The Southern C hurch  referred  to the action o f the G eneral A ssem bly, O ld 
S choo l, o f 1845, but took a full action o f its own in 1871. T he A ssem bly o f 1884 reaffirm ed the action o f 1871 
and the A ssem bly o f 1914 declined  to rescind its action o f 1884. The one exception is the action o f the 1981 
Synod o f the R eform ed Presbyterian C hurch , Evangelical Synod espousing and reiterating  the ob jections of 
C harles H odge to the decision  o f the 1845 G eneral Assem bly.

A s this historical survey has indicated, the question o f the non-validity  of baptism  has often becom e the 
question  o f the validity  o r non-validity  o f R om an C atholic baptism . In the question  posed by the p resbytery  this 
is the g roup first nam ed and this group was m entioned on the assem bly  floor as that w hich presents to  our
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churches al hom e and abroad through the conversions o f previous m em bers the m ost p ressing  pastoral co n ce rn . 
These historical and pastoral concerns, coupled  w ith the unique historical and theological perspective that this 
church p resents, convinced the C om m ittee that its study should focus on the baptism  o f this g roup as a test case 
w ihtout presum ing to restrict its study o r the princip les discovered to this group.

T he C om m ittee  considered  it one o f its first responsib ilities to ascertain  w hat is involved in true C hristian 
baptism . T he form  com prises w ater and the nam e o f the Trinity (M t. 28:19, som etim es expressed , however, by 
the nam e o f the Savior Jesus alone as the m ediatorial representative o f the Trinity; cf. A cts 2:38 and elsew here  in 
Acts and the New T estam ent, W estm inster Confession c f  Faith xxviii, 2; L arger  C atech ism  165; Shorter  
C atechism  94). T he basic assum ption , intention o r design  is that the C hristian  rite o r sacram ent o f baptism  is 
being perform ed. T he design  is that the C hristian rite o r sacram ent o f baptism  is being  perform ed. The 
W estm inster C onfession c f  Faith (xxv iii, 1) sum m arizes the b iblical tru ths in reference to baptism  w hen it says 
that it is a sacram ent "n o t only  fo r the solem n adm ission  o f the party  baptized  into the visible C hurch; but also , 
to be unto him  a sign and seal o f the covenant o f grace, o f his ingrafting into C hrist, o f regeneration , o f 
rem ission o f s ins, and o f h is g iving up  unto G od through Jesus C hrist, to  walk in new ness o f l ife "  (cf. L arger  
C atechism  165; Shorter C atech ism  94). T hus baptism  teaches the doctrine  o f union w ith C hrist and its 
im plications for the believer and also  union w ith C hris t’s people, both H is spiritual body and the visible C hurch  
( “ for the solem n adm ission  o f the party  baptized into the v isible church , “ W estm inster C onfession o f  Faith, 
xxxviii. I, reflecting  such biblical passages as A cts 2 :38-42, cf. also L arger C atechism  165). Furtherm ore, 
baptism  is given as a sacram ent to C h ris t’s C hurch to be adm inistered  by the C hurch in its m inistry  (“ w hich 
sacram ent is, by C hris t’s ow n appoin tm ent, to be continued in H is C hurch until the end o f the w orld” 
( W estm inster C onfession o f  Faith  xxviii, I reflecting M t. 28:19, 20; cf. xxvii, 4 , and xxviii, 2 , and L arger  
C atechism  164). W ith this generally  agreed  upon conception  o f w hat baptism  is, according to  the Scrip tures and 
the sum m ary o f the Scriptural truth provided by the confessional docum ents, the com m ittee  exam ined the tw o 
approaches to the question  o f the validity  o f baptism  using  the Rom an C atholic baptism  as a test case as 
previously indicated.
A . An A nalysis o f  the A rgum ents for the V alidity o f  R om an C atholic B aptism .

T he com m ittee  considered  the argum ents p resented  by the R PC ES Synod’s com m ittee  report. In d o ing  so , it 
followed the advice and u rging  o f that com m ittee to read and consider the argum ents o f the m ost vigorous 
A m erican exponent o f that position , C. H odge. The article by H odge, w ritten in opposition  to the 1845 
A ssem bly ’s decision  on the matter, w hich H odge h im self felt constrained to note was by a vote o f 169 to 8 . with 
6 absta in ing , appeared  in the Princeton Review  of 1845, pp. 444 , ff., and has been reproduced in H odge’s 
C hurch P olity, pp. 191 ff. T he w riter argues that three th ings are necessary fo r there to be a valid baptism , i . e . , 
w ashing w ith water, in the nam e o f the Trinity, and w ith the ostensib le professed design  to com ply  w ith the 
com m and o f C hrist, i .e . ,  intent. T he conclusion  reached by H odge was that the three elem ents are present in 
Rom an C atholic baptism  and therefore that it is valid.

The com m ittee was convinced that this case  was both inadequate and also  at points in e rro r in reference to 
R om an C atholic baptism . Its inadequacy is seen by the fact that this appraisal o r system  of analysis  w ould a lso  
o f necessity  declare as valid the baptism  o f certa in  professedly C hristian but sectarian groups, such as the 
M orm ons. U sually  those arguing fo r the R om an C atholic baptism  would agree that these o ther baptism s are not 
valid because in the second and th ird aspects, in the nam e o f the Trinity and w ith true design  o r in ten t, these 
other baptism s are not really  B iblical and C hristian in their use o f the Trinity o r in their understand ing  o f the 
design o r intent of baptism . But it is ju s t this objection  w ith respect to the true design  o r in ten t, that the 
com m ittee th inks applies also  to R om an C atholic b ap tism . A t this point we see both an inadequacy and an error.

A lthough the three e lem ents are present in M orm on baptism , they are now seen to be inadequate as form al 
and external item s. They may now only function as s ignificant item s w hen they are con tro lled  by and 
expressions o f the overarching truth o f the G ospel. W ithout the truth o f the G ospel, there is no true and valid 
baptism  even w hen these e lem ents are present. It is this larger perspective w hich is necessary  and w hich is 
lacking in H odge’s application o f the three elem ents to the R om an C atholic Church.

As one step  forward to this necessary larger p erspective , one can see further the inadequacy and e rro r o f this 
three-elem ent approach by com paring  it w ith out confessional evaluation o f the o ther sacram ent, the L o rd ’s 
Supper, as it is adm inistered  in the R om an C atholic C hurch  as the m ass. H ere also  one can devise a form al and 
external descrip tion  o f  the elem ents necessary  for a valid L ord 's Supper w hich is properly  analogous to that 
given for a valid baptism , i.e . .  the prescribed  m aterial, bread and w ine, the p rescribed form ula , the w ords of 
institu tion , and the intent, “ w ith the ostensib le  professed design  to com ply  with the com m and o f C h ris t” 
(M in u tes , R PC E S, 1981, p. 45). But notice , in spite o f the fact that these three analogous e lem ents are present, 
our confessional standard  adjudge the R om an C atholic observance o f the L ord 's Supper, the m ass, to be invalid. 
The W estm inster C onfession i f  Faith (xxix , 2) says " th a t the Papist sacrifice o f the m ass (as they call it) is m ost 
abom inably  in jurious to C h ris t’s one , only sacrifice, . . . ’’ T he C onfession  (xx ix , 6) goes on  to say that the 
doctrine  o f the m ass “ overthroweth the nature o f  the sacream ent, an d  hath been , an d  is the cause q f  m anifo ld  
superstitions, yea, i f  gross ido la tries" (underlin ing  added).
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W ith this question o f doctrine  we have com e to a larger aspect o f the question . It is not only  the doctrine  o f the 
sacram ent itse lf that is in view, but a lso  the question  o f the doctrine concerning  the church  as one faithful or 
degenerate w ith respect to the G ospel. It is this larger perspective concerning  the church  w hich has already 
brought P resbyterians in fact to recognize the invalidity o f M orm on baptism , even w hen the three e lem ents are 
present, and the invalidity  o f U nitarian baptism  (M inutes  o f G eneral A ssem bly, 1814; M inutes  o f G eneral 
A ssem bly (Southern), 1871). T his brings us then to a consideration o f the case for the invalidity  o f R om an 
C atholic baptism .
B. T he Presentation o f the A rgum ents for the Invalidity o f R om an C atholic B aptism .

A lthough the argum ents fo r this view have surfaced in part in the preceding  section and especially  in the 
im m ediately preceding  paragraph , the com m ittee felt it appropriate to present these argum ents given in 1845, 
and a lso  in 1871, in a com pact sum m ary form , and then both evaluate and expand that sum m ary for the benefit 
o f the church . The C om m ittee is convinced that the essence o f the argum ent was and is persuasive and should 
guide the church in its decision . T he following is our schem atic sum m ary o f the report o f the C om m ittee 
presented to the G eneral A ssem bly o f the Presbyterian C hurch  (O ld  School) and adopted  by that A ssem bly  in 
1845 (M in u tes , 1845, pages 34-37). This sum m ary o f ours also reflects sim ilar aspects o f the 1871 report 
(M in u tes , page 30). S ince these reports are not readily  available to the church  today, the 1845 report in its 
en tire ty  and the central portion  o f the 1871 report relating to Rom an C atholic and U nitarian  baptism  are m ade 
available in tw o appendices at the end o f this report.

(1) T he Rom ish com m union is not a true church and therefore its sacram ents cannot be true and valid 
sacram ents.

(2) T he Rom ish priests are not m inisters o f C hrist and therefore the rites adm inistered  by them  cannot be 
regarded as the ordinances o f C hrist.

(3) The doctine  o r m eaning o f the sacram ents o f baptism  is so corrup ted  by the Rom ish com m union that it 
invalidates the sacram ent o f baptism .

T hese argum ents now need to be set forth  in greater detail and evaluated. The force o f them  is, o f course, 
cum ulative , but any one o f them , if true, would in itself m ake the baptism  invalid.

T he first argum ent is considered  one o f the m ost com pelling  by the com m ittee . There is an inseparable 
relationship  betw een the church and the ord inances. The W estm inster Confession o f  Faith (xxv, 3) aptly 
sum arizes the truth o f M atthew  28:19, 20 , and o ther B iblical passages in indicating that "u n to  this C atholic 
v isible C hurch C hrist hath given the . . . o rdinances o f G od. . . . ” Further, the W estm inster C onfession o f  Faith 
(xxv iii, I ) speaks o f baptism  as ordained by Jesus C hrist " fo r  the solem n adm ission  o f the party  baptized  into 
the visible ch u rch "  (c f . , e .g . ,  A cts 2:38-42) and as a sacram ent " to  be con tinued  in H is church until the end  o f 
the w orld" (c f M t. 28:19, 20). This relationship  is further dem onstrated  by the fact that the C onfession  
appropriately  indicates that the adm inistration  o f the ord inances is one o f the m arks by w hich one determ ines 
the fidelity  o f a church  o r its degeneration  so that it is no longer a church o f C hrist (xxv. 4 , 5). It is this 
perspective that has uniform ly persuaded ou r church , and o ther true churches o f C hrist, to regard the baptism  of 
the U nitarian church o r the M orm on church  as invalid even w hen a trinitarian form ula may have been used , and 
even w hen a design o r intent o f relating the person in som e way to Jesus C hrist and H is death is asserted .

T he decision  o f the 1845 G eneral A ssem bly m ade reference to the decision  o f the 1935 G eneral A ssem bly 
(M in u tes , p. 490) w hich "R eso lved , That it is the deliberate and decided  judgm ent o f this A ssem bly that the 
Rom an C atholic C hurch has essentially  apostatized from  the religion o f ou r Lord and Savior Jesus C hrist, and 
therefore cannot be recognized  as a C hristian C h u rch ."  T he G eneral A ssem bly  o f 1879 in reaffirm ing this 
decision  o f 1835 w isely rem inded the A ssem bly that this decision  was in accord w ith the C onfession  o f Faith in 
its evaluation o f the headship o f the Rom an C atholic C hurch , and thus o f that C hurch  itself. (This evaluation is 
true for all the variant form s o f the W estm inster Confession c f  Faith, xxv, 6). The decision  o f 1879 (M in u tes , p. 
630) reads as follows:

R esolved , That this A ssem bly , in full accordance w ith the w ords o f  our C onfession  o f  Faith  respecting  
the C hurch o f Rom e and its so-called  spiritual head , do  not reaffirm  the d eliverance, upon this sub ject, o f 
the A ssem bly  o f 1835, as applying to that R om an hierarchy headed by the pope, falsely c la im ing  to be the 
C hurch; w hich, opposed absolutely and irreconcilably to the doctrines o f H oly Scrip ture , is corrup ting  
and degrading  a large part o f C h ris t 's  C hurch over w hich it has usurped suprem e control.

Further ev idence for this appraisal o f  the Rom an C atholic  C hurch w ould be the appraisal o f the m ass a lready 
referred  to as "m o s t abom inably injurious to C h ris t’s one , only sac rif ic e ,”  as "co n tra ry  to the nature o f this 
sacram ent, and to the institution o f  C h ris t"  and as a doctrine  w hich "o v er-th row eth  the nature o f the 
sacram ent, and hath been , and is, the cause o f m anifold superstitions; yea, o f  gross id o la trie s"  ( W estm inister  
C onfession  o f  F aith , xx ix , 2 ,4 ,  6). The com m ittee  th inks that this apostasy o f the Rom an C atholic C hurch  does 
not need to  be further established.

A sum m ary statem ent in the decision  o f  1845 states the m atter w ith perceptiveness in regard to the 
im plication for baptism : " A s  certain ly  then, as the dogm as and p ractices o f  papal Rom e are not the holy 
religion o f C hrist, m ust it be conceded , that the papal body is not a C hurch  o f  C h r is t . . .; and if not, then . . .  the 
rite they call baptism , is not, in any sense, to be regarded as valid C hristian b a p tism ."  In m aking this appraisal.
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the C om m ittee rem inded the A ssem bly  that as long ago as 1790 the A ssem bly  had m ade the corre la tion  betw een 
true church and true ord inances w ith the corre lary  o f a false church and invalid  ord inances. A lthough H odge 
vigorously challenged this appraisal o f the R om an C atholic  C hurch by the G eneral A ssem blies o f  1835 and 
1845, and insisting  that even R om e’s doctine  o f  salvation  m anifested  that it w as a church  o f  C hrist, the G eneral 
A ssem bly  held to its evaluation  o f  1845, and in the reaffirm ation  o f  1879. The Southern A ssem bly  o f 1871 took 
the sam e position  in regard  to the R om an C atholic C hurch as these o ther assem blies did.

T he study com m ittee turned to the book o f  G alatians because it dealt w ith a situation  analogous to that o f  the 
Rom an C atholic C hurch . T he false teachers at G alatia  taught that one is saved only by a com bination  o f faith 
and w orks (G al. 3:1-5, II; 5:1-11; 6:12-15). This is also  the teaching o f  R om an C atholicism  as ev idenced  by the 
decision  o f  the C ouncil o f  T ren t, decisions still in effect. T he A postle Paul called such a m essage " a  d ifferen t 
gospel w hich is really not a n o th e r,”  indicated  that they did “ distort the gospel o f C h ris t,”  and said that those 
who taught and held it w ere " a c c u rs e d ”  by G od  (G alations 1:6-9). Paul sought to rid the congregation  o f  their 
p resence and teaching.
T he A postle John says that the false teachers and leaders that he opposed " w e n t out from  us . . .  in o rder that it 
m ight be show n that they all are not o f  u s”  (I John 2:19). Jo h n 's  verd ict covering  a g roup ex isting  a longside  o f 
his ow n fellow ship as not part o f  the apostolic  fellow ship  o r com m union , m ade us realize such  a verd ict would 
also have to be rendered on a g roup like that o f  the G alatian  false teachers w ho w ere adjudged w ith  equal 
severity  by Paul, if and w hen they existed  as a separate entity . T he sim ilarity  betw een the false teachers in the 
book o f  G alations and the R om an C atholic  C hurch  is so c lose  that the com m ittee w as com pelled  by the 
Scripture to com e to the sam e verdict on that g roup that the A postle Paul had , and also by im plication  as the 
A postle John had , in an analogous situation.

The effect o f  this Scriptural perspective  fo r the validity  o f baptism  should be evident. If  the m essage is no 
gospel, indeed, a distortion  o f the gospel, and they are accursed  by G od (G al. 1:6-9), then any such church  
group w ould com e under the sam e indictm ent. John says that those w ho leave the teaching  o f  C hrist " d o  not 
have G o d "  (2 John 9); and Paul says o f those w ho em brace the doctrine  o f the false teachers o f G alatia  that 
"C h ris t w ill be o f  no b e n ef it"  (G al. 5:2) and that they are " sev e red  from  C h ris t"  and not in the sphere o f  grace 
(G al. 5:4). W ould their baptism  be valid , even if w ith w ater, in the nam e o f the T rin ity , and w ith the intent to 
com ply  w ith C h ris t’s com m and? M ay those who are severed  from  C hrist, from  grace, and from  G od, 
adm in ister C h ris t’s ordinance o f  baptism ? The com m ittee , on the basis o f this consideration  o f  Scrip tu re , jo in s  
with the early  unanim ous verdict o f the courts o f A m erican P resbyterianism  on the R om an C atholic C hurch  and 
its baptism . It is constrained  to answ er in the negative.

O ne o f  the problem s rem aining  is the fact that John C alvin  resisted  the urging o f  the A nabaptists that he, 
having been baptized  by the R om an C atho lics, should be (re-)baptized  (Institu tes  4 .15.16-18). H is response 
m ust be understood in term s o f  the uniqueness o f  the situation  and not w rongly generalized . H e, o f course, 
resisted the A nabap tists ' desire to have him  repudiate his infant baptism  and receive baptism  as an adult 
believer. The effect that this situation had upon him  can be seen in his insisting that Paul did not really  baptize 
the discip les o f John the Baptist in Ephesus and in his insistence, contrary  to the text o f the Scrip tu res, is so that 
he can assert that those w ere not " re -b a p tism s"  at all in opposition  to the A nabaptists. T he denom ination  in 
w hich C alvin w as baptized  was a church in flu x , and com ing to but not yet beyond the crossroads ( c f . , Institu tes  
4.2.11). It is not yet the church o f the coun ter-refo rm ation , the C ouncil o f  T rent and its anathem as on the 
doctrine o f  ju stification  by faith alone (see H. J. Schroeder, C anons a n d  D ecrees o f  the C ouncil o f  T rent, 
"S ix th  Session , D ecree C overing  Ju stif ic a tio n "  and particu larly  “ C anon 9 , "  If anyone says that the sinner is 
justified  by faith alone, m eaning that noth ing  else is required  to cooperate in o rder to obtain  the grace o f 
justification  . . . let him  be a n a th e m a ." )T h a t p re-R eform ation  church influx is the church  in w hich C alvin and 
m any o f the o ther R eform ation believers had been m em bers. T hus C alvin and the church o f  today stand at 
different vantage points in evaluating  the Rom an C atholic C hurch , i.e , the church  o f his in fancy , the p re
reform ation church , and the R om an C atholic church  post-reform ation  and p ost-C ouncil-of-T rent. The analogy 
could be draw n betw een certain  congregational churches in New England before and after the transition  to 
U nitarianism .

The study com m ittee is convinced that this first argum ent is a firm  and true p rincip le and should be follow ed 
in regard to the R om an C atholic C hurch as it is follow ed in regard to such g roups as the U nitarian C hurch  and 
the M orm on Church.

Just as we have not received  m em bers by letter o f  transfer from  the R om an C atholic  C hurch because we do 
not believe it to be a true church , so we should not receive its baptism , w hich we acknow ledge adm its one into 
the visible church  (W estm inster C onfession  o f  F aith , xxv iii, 1) as a true and valid  baptism .

(2) The second reason given by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  1845 w as that the R om ish priests are not m inisters 
o f C hrist and the W ord, and therefore the rites adm inistered  by them  cannot be regarded as the ordinances o f 
C hrist. A lthough your study com m ittee  acknow ledges the truth o f this reason it regards it as a corre lary  o f 
reason num ber (1) and an application  o f  that conclusion  and not actually  an independent argum ent.

The perspective o f  o u r C onfession , w hich reflects the outcom e o f the early  D onatist con troversy , w hen it 
says that the e fficacy  o f a sacram ent does not depend upon the piety o f  the one that adm inisters it ( W estm inster
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C onfession  o f  F a ith , xxvii, 3 ), is really  dealing w ith a d ifferent situation . T hat earlier D onatist controversy  
dealt w ith the question  o f  a m inister w ho succum bed m om entarily  to the pressure o f  persecution . The church  in 
w hich he m inistered  w as m ore o r less pure in uphold ing  the G ospel. H is succum bing to the p ressure  o f 
persecution  did not thus invalidate the sacram ents he had adm inistered.

The situation  in view  in the R om an C atholic priesthood is not that w hich our C onfession  and the D onatist 
controversy  addresses. It is that o f  a m inistry  and a church w hich, in the w ords o f  Paul describ ing  the false 
teachers o f  G alatia, confers  “ a d ifferen t gospel, w hich is not a n o th e r,”  “ d isto rt the gospel o f  C h ris t"  and thus 
lie under the A postolic ju d g m en t, " le t  him  be accu rred ”  (G al. 1:6-9). T herefore, inev itab ly , in this case , 
Rom ish church  and R om ish m inistry  are evaluated  alike.

(3) T he doctrine  o r m eaning o f the sacram ent o f  baptism  is so corrupted  by the Rom ish com m union that it 
invalidates the sacram ent o f baptism .

T he com m ittee is persuaded that this argum ent like argum ent num ber (2) is really a sub-poin t o r corollary  o f  
argum ent num ber (I). W hen the G o sp e l’s doctrine o f justifica tion  is repudiated , then the chu rch , its m inistry , 
and its sacram ents, all stand  under the judgm en t o f  the A postle Paul o f  " n o  g o sp e l,”  o f distortion  o f the G ospel 
o f C hrist and o f being accursed  by G od (G al. 1:6-9). A lthough the doctrine  o f  the m ass can itse lf directly  
challenge the once-for-all sacrifice o f C hrist and its sufficiency and thus by itse lf be so corrupting  that it 
invalidates that sacram ent, and a lthough there are m any erroneous features to  the doctrine  o f  baptism  in the 
R om an C atholic C hurch (e .g ., baptism al regeneration and forg iveness solely through the operation  o f  the 
sacram ent), in the case o f the sacram ent o f baptism  it is not these errors that invalidate the sacram ent but ra ther 
the overarching  repudiation  o f the G ospel o f grace alone through faith  alone that invalidates the Rom an 
C atholic C hurch , its m essage, and its sacram ents.

T he com m ittee is persuaded that our church is not being called  on to m ake a relative judgm en t here o f  how  
theologically  and b iblically  erroneous the R om an C atholic C h u rch 's  view  o f  baptism  m ay be. R ather, it is at 
each  and every place confronted  with the heart question  o f  the Scrip tures, the G ospel, and w ith the A postle 
P au l’s radical and absolute judgm ent.

In com ing to this conclusion , we are provided a perspective from  w hich to address the specific question  o f 
the G race P resbytery . It raised the question  w hether “ the recip ients o f  so-called baptism , by a relig ious body, 
w hich claim ed the sacram ents as a part o f  a process o f  justifica tion  (as in the case o f  R om an C atho lic , C hurch  o f 
C hrist, o r Lutheran churches) [are] p roper recipients o f  C hristian b ap tism ?"  T his com m ittee  w ould advise the 
church to d istinguish  betw een unfortunate, indeed, serious, errors and that w hich is so corrupting  that the so- 
called baptism  is invalid . T he sam e could  be said for the doctrine o f  the L o rd 's  Supper in Lutheran  churches. 
T he com m ittee w ould adjudge that the baptism  should be regarded as invalid  e ither w hen the doctrine  o f  the 
sacram ent absolu tely  and directly  contradicts and denies the gospel ( i.e . the m ass) o r w hen it is adm in istered  in 
a church  that denies the gospel. W hen the erroneous doctrine  is “ in co n sisten tly "  held in correla tion  w ith an 
overarching affirm ation  o f  the essence o f the gospel, the sacram ent o f  baptism  m ust be regarded in that larger 
perspective. In short, from  that perspective  even the m isguided "p ie ty  o r in te n tio n "  o f  a true church o f  C hrist 
should not be regarded as invalidating the validity  o f its baptism .

The three argum ents given are in essence one —  is the church  a true church o f C hrist. And that question  is 
finally  one o f  fidelity to the G ospel. C h ris t’s A postle Paul speaks the verdict o f  the H ead o f the C hurch  w hen he 
says that those are " sev e red  from  C hrist, [w ho] are seeking to be justified  by la w "  (G al. 5 :4). W e are 
constrained , albeit w ith great sadness to echo that verdict w hich o f necessity  also  falls upon the R om an 
C atholic  C hurch. And thus we are com pelled  to adm it that its sacram ents are invalid  and especially  that its 
baptism  is invalid .
R ecom m endations:
(1) That the G eneral A ssem bly  com m end the report o f the com m ittee to the presbyteries and sessions.

A . that the G eneral A ssem bly indicate that the baptism  o f  those churches that have so degenerated  from  
the G ospel o f  C hrist as to be no churches o f  C hrist (c f . , W estm inster C onfession  o f  F a ith , xxv, 5;
e .g . ,  U nitarian , M orm on, R om an C atholic) is not to be regarded as valid  C hristian  baptism ; and

B. that converts from  those groups be instructed in this m atter and be given  C hristian  baptism ; and
C . that sessions and pastors deal with any o f  those converts who have d ifficu lties w ith this m atter in the 

sam e way that they deal w ith converts from  a non-relig ious background w ho have difficu lties with 
baptism  for them selves.

(3) T hat the A ssem bly adopt the follow ing recom m endation  as a further answ er to the question  o f  G race 
Presbytery:
A. that erroneous view s o f baptism , w hich do  not absolu tely  con trad ict and o verturn  the G o sp e l, do  not 

invalidate the baptism s in these o ther true churches.
(4) That the A ssem bly  consider and vote upon the answ er given  by both the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on 

Judicial B usiness and the Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to the question  o f W estern  C arolinas 
Presbytery  w hich is now  also  recom m ended by the study C om m ittee  w ith the addition o f cita tions from  
the confessional standards as follows:



APPENDICES 307

Q. M ay baptism s properly be adm inistered  to indiv iduals m aking profession  o f  fa ith , but w ho do  not 
intend to becom e m em bers o f  the requested congregation? If so, under w hat c ircum stances?

A . B aptism  should not be adm inistered  to those individuals m aking profession o f  faith but w ho do  not 
intend to becom e m em bers o f  the requested  congregation  ( “ B aptism  is a sacram ent o f  the New 
T estam ent, ordained by Jesus C hrist . . . for the solem n adm ission  o f  the party  baptized  in to  the 
visible C hurch  . . . "  W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  xxvii, 1; “ B aptism  is a sacram ent o f  the New 
Testam ent . . . w hereby the parties baptized  are so lem nly adm itted  into the v isible church 
. . . ”  Larger C atech ism  165; “ B aptism  is not to be adm inistered  to any that are out o f  the visible 
church  . . . "  L arger C atechism  166).

A . that e rroneous view s o f  baptism , w hich do  not absolu tely  con trad ict and overturn  the G o sp e l, d o  not
invalidate the baptism s in these o ther true churchs.

(4) That the A ssem bly  consider and vote upon the answ er given by both the C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners on 
Judicial B usiness and the Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness to  the question  o f  W estern  C arolinas 
Presbytery w hich is now  also recom m ended by the Study C om m ittee  w ith the addition  o f  c ita tions from  
the confessional s tandards, as follows:
Q . M ay baptism s properly be adm inistered  to individuals m aking profession  o f fa ith , but w ho do  not

intend to becom e m em bers o f  the requested congregation? If so, under w hat c ircum stances?
A . B aptism  should not be adm inistered  to those individuals m aking profession o f  faith but w ho do  not

intend to becom e m em bers o f the requested  congregation  (“ B aptism  is a sacram ent o f the New 
T estam ent, ordained  by Jesus C hrist . . .  for the solem n adm ission  o f  the party baptized  into the 
visible C hurch . . . "  W estm inster C onfession  o f  Faith  xxviii, 1; “ B aptism  is a sacram ent o f the New 
T estam ent . . w hereby the parties baptized  are so lem nly adm itted  into the visible church 
. . . ”  Ix trger  C atechism  165; “ B aptism  is not to be adm inistered  to any that are out o f  the visible 
church  . . . "  L arger  C atechism  166).

(5) T hat the A ssem bly continue the Study C om m ittee  so that it may bnn g  in a report on the question: “ has 
one w ho w as presented for baptism  o r christening  by non-C hristian  parents, o r one w ho w as baptized  as a 
supposed convert but w ithout real saving faith received C hristian bap tism ?”

The C om m ittee , if  con tinued , would request presbyters to b ring  to its a ttention data  from  Scrip ture  and 
studies on this rem aining  questions.

R espectfully  subm itted:
F r a n k  M . B a r k e r , J r .
C a r l  W  B o g u e , J r .

G e o r g e  W .  K n i g h t , I I I .  C h a i r m a n  

P a u l  G .  S e t t l e

A P P E N D IC E S T O  T H E  R E PO R T  O N  T H E  V A L ID IT Y  
O F  C E R T A IN  B A PT ISM S

I T he Action o f the G eneral A ssem bly , O ld School, o f 1845, (M in u tes , 1845, pages 34-37).
The C om m ittee appointed  to draw  up a m inute expressive o f  the view s o f the A ssem bly , p resented  a report, 

w hich w as read and adopted , and is as fo llow s, viz.
"T h e  C om m ittee  appointed  to prepare a m inute expressive o f the view  o f this A ssem bly , in re turn ing  a 

negative to O verture No. 6 , leave to report.
“ T he question  presented to this A ssem bly by O verture  from  the Presbytery  o f O h io , ‘Is B aptism  in the 

C hurch o f Rom e V alid?’ is one o f a very grave charac te r, and o f  deep  practical im portance. T he answ er to it 
m ust involve princip les vital to the peace, the purity , and the stability  o f the church  o f  G od.

" A fte r  a full d iscussion  carried  through several days, this A ssem bly  has decided , by a nearly  unanim ous 
vote, that baptism  so adm in istered , is not invalid.

“ B ecause, since baptism  is an ordinance established  by C hrist in his C hurch . (F orm  o f  G o v ., chap. vii; M att, 
xxviii. 19, 20 .) and is to be adm inistered  only by a m inister o f  C hrist, duly  called  and ordained  to be a stew ard 
o f the m ysteries o f G od . (D irectors'. chap . viii. sec. 1.) it follow s that no rite adm inistered  by one w ho is not 
h im self a duly ordained  m inister o f the true C hurch o f  G od visible, can be regarded as an ord inance o f  C hrist, 
w hatever by the nam e by w hich it is called , w hatever the form  em ployed in its adm inistra tion . T he so-called 
priest o f the R om ish com m union are not m inisters o f C hrist, for they are com m issioned  as agents o f  the papal 
hierarchy w hich is not a C hurch o f C hrist, but the M an o f Sin , apostate from  the tru th , the enem y o f  
righteousness and o f G od. She has long lain under the curse o f G od . w ho has called  his people to com e out from  
her that they be not partakes o f her plagues.

“ It is the unanim ous o p in ion o f  all the R eform ed churches, that the w hole papal body, though once a b ranch 
o f  the visible c h u rch , has long since becom e utterly co rru p t, and hopelessly ap o sta te . It w as a conviction  o f this 
w hich led to the refo rm ation , and the com plete separation o f  the reform ed body from  the papal com m union. 
Luther and his coad ju to rs , being duly  ordained presbyters at the tim e w hen they left the R om ish com m union .
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w hich then , though fearfully  corrup t, was the only v isible church  in the coun tries  o f their abode, w ere fully 
authorized by the W ord o f G od , to ordain successors in the m inistry, and so to  extend and perpetuate the 
R eform ed churches as true churches o f C hrist: w hile the contum acious adherence o f R om e to  her c orrup tions, 
as shown in the decisions o f the C ouncil o f Trent, (w hich she adopts as au thoritive ,) cu ts her o ff from  the visible 
C hurch o f C hrist, as heritical and unsound. This was the opin ion  o f the R eform ers, and it is the doctrine  o f the 
R eform ed churches to this day. In entire  accordance to this is the decision  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  o f our 
C hurch , passed in 1835, (See M inutes o f  G eneral A ssem bly , vol. 8, p. 33) declaring  the C hurch o f R om e to be 
an apostate body.

“ T he decision  by the A ssem bly o f 1835 renders the return o f a negative to the inquiry proposed by the 
Presbytery o f O hio  indispensable on the gound o f consistency; unless we be p repared  to adm it, in direct 
contradiction  to the standards o f the P resbyterian C hurch ,that baptism  is not an o rd inance established by C hrist 
in his C hurch exclusively and that it m ay be adm inistered  by an agent in the M an o f S in , an em essary  o f the 
prince o f darkness; that it m ay be adm inistered  in sport o r in blasphem y, and yet be valid as though adm inistered  
by a duly com m issioned stew ard o f the m ysteries o f G od.

“ N or can it be urged that the papal heirarchy is im proving in her character, and gradually  approxim ating  to 
the scriptural s tandard. She claim s to be infallible; her dogm as she prom ulgates as the doctrine  o f heaven; and 
she p ronounces her heaviest anathem a against any and every m an w ho questions her authority, and refuses to 
bow to her decisions. She cannot recede from  the ground she has assum ed. She has adopted  as her ow n, the 
decisions o f the C ouncil o f  Trent, w hich degrade the w ord o f  G od; w hich claim  equal au thority  for the 
A pocrypha as fo r the New Testam ent; and w hich declare the sense held and taught by holy m other church , on 
the authority  o f trad ition  and o f the Fathers, to be the true and only sense o f Scripture. All w ho deny this 
position , o r w ho question  her authority, she denounces w ith the b itterest curses.

“ She thus perverts the truth o f G od; she rejects the doctrine  o f justifica tion  by faith; she substitu tes hum an 
m erit for the righteousness o f C hrist; and self-inflicted punishm ent for gospel repentence: She procla im s her so- 
called  bap tism , to be regeneration , and the reception  o f the consecrated w afer in the eucharist, to be the 
receiv ing  o f C hrist h im self, the source and fountain o f grace, and w ith him  all the grace he can  im part. Is this the 
tru th? Is reliance on this system , true re ligion? C an, then , the papal body be a C hurch?

“ T he C hurch , ( i .e .,  the church  v isib le ,) as defined  in ou r s tandards, is the w hole body o f those persons, 
together w ith their ch ildren , w ho m ake profession o f  the holy religion o f C hrist, and o f subm ission  to his laws. 
(Form o f  Gov. chap. ii, sec. 2) As certain ly  then , as the dogm as and practices o f papal R om e are not the holy 
religion o f  C hrist, m ust it be conceded , that the papal body is not a C hurch o f C hrist at all; and if  not, then her 
agents, be they styled p riest, b ishops, archbishops, card inals o r pope, are not m inisters o f C hrist in any sense; 
for they have no connection  w ith his true visible C hurch; and not being true m inisters o f C hrist, they have no 
pow er to adm inister C hristian  ord inances, and the rite they call baptism , is not, in any sense, to be regarded as 
valid C hristian Baptism .

“ Further, by the perverted m eaning they affix , and the superstitious rites they have superadded to the 
cerem onies they perform  under the nam e o f baptism  and the eucharist, the sym bolical nature and true design  of 
both the ordinances o f baptism  and the L ord ’s supper are lost sight o f and utterly d estroyed , —  so th a t, could  we 
be any possib ility  assigned to her the nam e o f a church , she would still be a church w ithout the tw o grand 
ord inances o f the gospel: she neither adm insters C hristian baptism , nor celebrates the supper o f o u r Lord.

"M oreover, since, by the 11th canon o f the C ouncil o f Trent, she declares the efficacy o f her ord inances to 
depend upon the intention o f the adm inistrator, no m an can know w ith c erta in ty  that her form  o f adm inistration  
in any ord inance is not a m ere m ockery: no consistent papist can be certa in  that he has been duly bap tized , o r 
that he has received the veritable eucharist: he cannot know, that the priest w ho officiates at his a lter is a true 
priest, nor that there is actually any one true priest, o r any one prelate rightly  consecrated  in the w hole papal 
com m union. The papal heirarchy has by her own solem n act shrouded all her doings in uncertainty, and 
enveloped all her rites in hopeless obscurity. Even on this ground alone, the validity  o f her baptism  m ight safely 
be denied.

“ N or is the fact that instances now and then o ccur o f apparent p iety in the m em bers o f her com m union , and of 
inte lligence, zeal, and conscientiousness.in  som e o f her priest, any ground o f objection  against the position 
here taken by this A ssem bly. T he virtues o f individuals do  not purify the body o f w hich they are m em bers. We 
are to judge  o f the character o f  a body claim ing to be a church  o f C hrist, —  not by the op in ions o r practices o f its 
individual m em bers, but by its s tandards and its allowed practices. B ound as he is by the authority  o f his church , 
—  and that on pain o f her heaviest m alediction , to understand the Scrip tures only in the sense in w hich his 
church  understands and explains them , a consistent papist cannot receive o r hold the true re lig ion , o r the 
doctrines o f grace. If he d oes, he m ust e ither renounce the papacy, o r hypocritically  conceal his true sentim ents, 
o r he m ust prepare to brace the thunders o f her wrath. True relig ion  and an inteligent adherence to papal Rome 
are u tterly  incom patible and im possible. T he C hurch and the papacy are the repelling poles o f the m oral 
system .

“ D ifficulties may possib ly  arise in individual cases. It m ay not be easy at all tim es to say w hether an 
applicant for adm ission  into the C hurch o f C hrist has, o r has not been baptized: w hether he has been christened
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by a popish pasto r o r not. In all such d oubtfu l cases the session o f a church m ust act according  to  the light before 
them . But it is safer and m ore conducive to peace and edification , to em brace a well established  princip le  for 
ou r guidance, and act upon it firm ly in the fear o f  G od , leaving all consequences w ith him  than to suffer 
ourselves, w ithout any fixed p rincip les, to be at the m ercy o f circum stances.

“ W hile som e other churches m ay hesitate to carry  out fully the principles o f the R eform ation , in wholly 
repudiating  popish bap tism , as well as the popish m ass, we, as Presbyterians, feel bound to act on the principle 
laid dow n by ou r A ssem bly, so long ago as 1790, (see D igest, pp. 94 , 9 5 .) that, so  long as a body is by us 
recognized as a true church , are her ord inances to be deem ed valid , and no longer.

“ In 1835 the A ssem bly declared  the papacy to be apostate from  C hrist, and no true church . As we do  not 
recognize h er as a portion o f  the v isible C hurch  o f C hrist, we canno t, consisten tly , view  her priesthood  as o ther 
than usurpers o f  the sacred functions o f  the m inistry , her ord inances as unscrip tu ral, and her baptism  as totally  
in v a lid ."

2. T he central portion o f  the report relating  to Rom an C atholic and U nitarian bap tism  (M inu tes  o f  the 
G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the Presbyterian C hurch , U .S ., 1871, p. 30).

O ur C hurch  has alw ays held , agreeably to the Scrip tu re , that the adm inistration  o f baptism  m ay present 
irregularities o r im perfections w hich are not to be approved, but the sacram ent m ay still have substantial 
validity . It is plain from  Scrip tu re , that baptism  has by the Lord Jesus C hrist been given to H is true visible 
C hurch  catholic (see M att. X X V III. 19, 20; A cts ii, 41, 42; I. C or. x ii, 13; Book o f  G overnm ent, C hap. VII; 
D irector fo r W orsh ip , C hap. V II, S e c .l) ,  and cannot be out o f her pale. The adm inistra tion  o f  this sacram ent 
may be in tw o w ays invalidated; e ither by the apostasy o f the body w herein it is exercised , so that th is  society  is 
no true part o f  C h ris t 's  v isible C hurch; o r by the utter change o f  corruption  o f the e lem ent and doctrine  o f  the 
sacram ent. And our A ssem blies have correctly  held , that the form  called  by the Popish com m union  ‘ ‘C hristian  
b a p tism "  has ceased , for both reasons, to be valid; because that society is declared  in Scripture to  be an tichrist, 
and B abylon, and aposta te , out o f  w hich the Lord requireth H is "p eo p le  to com e, that thy m ay not be partakes 
o f her p la g u es;"  and because she h ath , w ith superstitious design , substituted a m ixed elem ent in p lace o f  w ater, 
w hich C hrist ordained  to be used as the em blem , and hath utterly corrupted  the doctrine  o f holy baptism  into an 
incantation  w orking ex  opere operato .

In o ther socie ties, as the U nitarian , their rites m ay have due regularity  o f outw ard  fo rm , and yet be no valid  
baptism , because their bodies are not true parts o f  C h ris t’s visible C hurch . T he validity  o f  such cases therefore 
depends upon the claim  o f the com m union in w hich they are adm inistered  to be true churches o f Jesus C hrist. 
But the scriptural m ark o f a true church is its hold ing  forth the W ord o f G od. (See R om . iii. 2; 1 T im . iii. 15; 
Book o f  G overnm ent, C hap. II, Sec. II; C onfession  o f  Faith , C hap. X X V , Sec. III.)

In view  o f the fact that several churches hold grace errors in connection  w ith m uch saving tru th , and that 
perhaps no  church  receives in every th ing  the exact m ind o f  the Spirit, it may be asked w ith  w hat degree o f 
strictness o r liberality  this m ark o f a true visible C hurch  is to be applied. It seem s to us consonan t w ith  the 
Scrip tures and the judgm en t o f  charity  to answ er, that so long as any com m union so retains the essentia l truths 
o f  G o d ’s W ord and the aids o f the Holy G host as to save souls by its m inistra tions, it shall be held a true , though 
im perfect, m em ber o f H is v isible body. T hough it m ay om it o r im pugn som e princip les w hich we have 
received from  G od, and m ay even deny to ou r ord inances all recognition , and to our com m union  all church 
charac te r, yet we m ay not im itate its uncharitab leness; so long as C hrist visibly entrusts it w ith H is saving W ord 
and Spirit, we are bound to recognize it as H is visible body, notw ithstanding  its e rro rs, and to pray for its 
attainm ent o f a m ore peaceable  unity in the bonds o f  the truth. But in judg ing  the tendency o f  its ord inances to 
save souls, it is obviously  p roper that we shall esta im ate  those m inistrations as a consisten t w hole , as set forth 
by this com m unication . If their only tendency as a w hole , taken as it expounds them  to its m em bers, is 
destructive  to souls, then we cannot adm it that it is a p illar and ground o f  saving tru th , m erely because o f  som e 
disjo in ted  fragm ents o f  the gospel verities, m ixed w ith heresies w hich, if  heartily  accepted  by the people  as 
taught, m ust be fatal to souls; o r because a few  persons, through the special teaching  o f G o d ’s Sp irit, leading 
them  to select the spiritual m eat and reject the po ison , actually  find C hrist under those m inistrations; fo r the 
p roper function  o f  a visible C hurch is instrum entally  to com m unicate  to its d iscip les sp iritual d iscernm ent, and 
not to p resuppose it; and the happy escape o f  these souls from  dam nable e rro r is due to the special grace o f  G od 
shielding them  against the regu lar effect o f these m inistra tions, ra ther than em ploy ing  and b lessing  th e m . If this 
rule o f judgm en t be den ied , then m ight a valid  church  character possib ly  be estab lished  for an association  o f 
infidels investigating parts o f G o d ’s W ord only for purposes o f  evil, since the A lm ighty Spirit m ight, against 
these purposes, em ploy those parts o f the W ord to aw aken and convert som e m em ber.
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M IN O R IT Y  R E PO R T  O F R U L IN G  E LD E R  JO H N  T H O M PSO N
That the A ssem bly  adopt the report o f the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners to the T enth G eneral A ssem bly  as 
am ended as follows:
9. That the questions in the R eferences from  W estern C arolinas to N inth G eneral A ssem bly  (p .49) and 

G race (p .50) P resbyteries to the N inth G eneral A ssem bly regarding baptism  be answ ered  by the 
follow ing response:
a. W estern  C arolinas

Q . 1. M ay infant baptism  properly be adm inistered  to covenant children  o f persons w ho  are 
not m em bers o f the particular congregation  asked? (F or personal reasons they have not 
jo ined  T rin ity , but hold m em bership  in the C R C  w here they form erly  res ided .) If so, 
under w hat c ircum stances?

A . O rdinarily  infant baptism  should be adm inistered  only to covenant ch ildren  o f  persons who 
are m em bers o f the requested congregation . H ow ever, baptism  is not to be unnecessarily  
delayed (B C O  56-1); therefore, it w ould be p roper for a m inister to baptize the child  o f 
m em bers o f  another church w here those m em bers find it im possible o r im practicle to return to 
their hom e church  due to an occupational assignm ent (m ilitary , business, e tc .) . In every  case 
such baptism  should be adm inistered only w ith the consent o f the hom e church Session , w ith 
p roper notification  o f the baptism  in o rder that due spiritual oversight m ay be given  and 
accurate records kept.

Q . 2. M ay baptism  properly be adm inistered  to individuals m aking p rofession  o f  faith but
w ho do  not intend to becom e m em bers o f the requested  congregation? If so , under w hat 
c ircum stances?

A. Baptism  should not be adm inistered  to  those individuals m aking profession  o f  faith but who 
do  not intend to becom e m em bers o f the requested congregation .

Q . 3. M ay baptism  properly be adm inistered  to individuals w ho have been " c h r is te n e d "  o r
baptised  in infancy, w hen it had been apparent that neither parent w as a believer?  Please 
cite  support for your advice and recom m endation .

A . No. Baptism  is but once am inistered  to any person (W C F  28:7). B aptism  with w ater, in the 
nam e o f the Triune G od. by m ost s ignificant m anner possible— by bringing the person to 
regeneration  and faith (W C F  28:6).
G rounds:
The question  o f re-baptism  has been o f concern  to believers since the tim e o f  the early  C hurch 
w hen believers fell aw ay from  the faith during  persecution  and later returned to the faith. 
Q uestions w ere even raised concerning the validity  o f a baptism  perform ed by a m in ister w ho 
later fell aw ay from  the faith. T o  the desire o f indiv iduals seeking re-bap tism , the C hurch  has 
h istorically  responded that only one adm inistration  o f baptism  is appropriate. H istorically , 
the C hurch has not re-baptized those w ho have fallen aw ay/been excom m unicated  and 
subsequently  have sought re-adm ission to the C hurch . If their form er baptism  w as not 
invalidated by their later falling aw ay, necessitating  re-baptism , then neither can the baptism  
o f  their ch ildren be invalidated. If  one o r both parents professed faith in Jesus C hrist and w ere 
m em bers in good standing w ithin the V isible C hurch , then the adm inistration  o f baptism  to 
their infant ch ildren was perfectly  appropria te , as valid  as their ow n baptism . If  they w ere not 
professing believers and w ere not m em bers in good standing  w ithin the V isible C hurch , then 
they would have no right to baptism  for them selves o r their ch ildren . Such a baptism  would 
not be a p roper baptism . If how ever they w ere professing  m em bers o f the V isible C hurch  at 
the tim e o f the adm inistration  o f  their c h ild ren ’s baptism , then the baptism  w as valid— both 
for them selves and for their ch ildren— and subsequent events could  not invalidate the baptism  
so as to necessitate a new  and subsequent baptism — for them selves o r their ch ildren .
The only instance o f a second baptism  recorded in Scripture is found in A cts, C hap ter 19, but 
it is c lear from  the context that the discip les referred to in this passage w ere not d iscip les o f 
Jesus Christ: they w ere not professing C hristians; they had not been baptized in the nam e o f 
Jesus but in Jo h n ’s baptism . These discip les w ere ill-inform ed discip les o f  John the B aptist, 
people w ho did not even know  o f the Holy Spirit. They clearly  did not know  the G ospel o f 
C hrist, for the A postle has to explain it to them . H aving heard now o f C hrist, they w ere indeed 
baptized , but it was not a second C hristian baptism : it w as their first and only C hristian 
baptism . There is a c lear historical distinction  betw een C hristian baptism  and Jo h n ’s baptism , 
despite their parallel purposes. W e therefore ought not to equate the tw o baptism s and claim  
that Acts 19 gives us a case o f people undergoing  tw o C hristian baptism s. T here  are no 
Scriptural exam ples o f people being baptized tw ice in the nam e o f Jesus.
T here is another passage w hich has bearing on this issue. In A cts. C hap ter 8, we read that 
S im on M agus professed faith in C hrist and was baptized. Subsequently , Peter uncovered
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S im o n 's  true spiritual condition  and w arned him: " T h y  heart is not right in the sight o f G od. 
R epen t!”  S im on was apparently  affected  by this w arning and apparently  repen ted , saying  to  Peter: 
' '  Pray ye to the Lord fo r m e , that none o f these th ings w hich ye have spoken com e upon m e . ”  H ere , 
then , is an explic it case o f the baptism  o f  a m an later d iscovered  to be unconverted . P e te r's  counsel 
to him  is not: " Y o u  need to be re -b a p tiz e d "  but rather: “ You need to  re p e n t! ' ' W hat S im on M agus 
needed w as not another external bap tism , but a true internal baptism — true regeneration , repen
tance, conversion . He had already had the sym bol; now  he needed the th ing  signified . O ur 
confessional standards reflect this counsel. Baptism  is but once to  be adm in istered  to  any one 
person (W C F  X X V III, VII); if  a professing  believer desires to im prove his baptism  (as indeed all 
believers shou ld ), the m eans o f  im proving it is not re-baptism , but ra ther seeking  w ith all ou r heart 
to live up to the engagem ent to belong w holly  to the Lord , w hich o u r baptism  signifies (see L C 167). 
G race Presbytery
Q . I. Are the recip ients o f  so-called baptism , by a relig ious body , w hich c la im ed  the 

sacram ents as a part o f  a p rocess o f  justification  (as in the case  o f  R om an C atho lic, 
C hurch  o f  C hrist, o r L utheran C hurches), p roper recip ients o f  C hristian  baptism ?

A. In view  o f  W C F  28:7, the sacram ent o f baptism  is but once to be adm in istered  to any person; 
therefore , the consideration  m ust be the validity  o f the so-called baptism . If the so-called  
baptism  by a relig ious body is an attestation  to a fa lsehood, does this render the baptism  
invalid? If the so- called  baptism  is “ in the nam e o f  the Father, and o f  the S on , and o f the H oly 
G h o st”  and is “ a sign and seal o f  ingrafting into h im self, o f  rem ission  o f  sins by his b lood , 
and regeneration  by his S p irit”  (LC  165), then it ought to be considered  a valid  baptism  even 
though the sacram ent m ay have been claim ed to be a part o f  the process o f justifica tion . 
H ow ever, there are tw o o ther considerations w hich m ay invalidate the adm in istra tion  o f  the 
sacram ent: if the religious body in question  is not truly a part o f the v isible C hurch o f  Jesus 
C hrist, any cerem ony that it m ight perform  w ould be invalid , and if  the religous body a ttaches 
to the sacram ent a superstitious pow er so that the sacram ent is v iew ed to accom plish  that 
which in the Scrip tures it is tauht the sacram ent only represents. G reat care should  be taken to 
explain to the applicant fo r church m em bership  that the doctrine  o f  baptism al regeneration  is a 
false doctrine. A fter consu ltation  w ith the applicnt and at the d iscretion  o f  the Session , the 
baptism  m ay be considered  valid.

Q . 2. Are those w ho w ere p resented  by unbelieving  parents fo r so-called infant baptism ,
proper recip ients o f  C hristian  baptism ?

A. An infant o f  parents w ho are not professing  believers is not a p roper subject fo r C hristian 
baptism . R ecognizing that there have been such irregular baptism s, the C hurch  should direct 
the attention  o f such irregularly  baptized  individuals to the fa ithfu lness o f  G od . The validity  
o f  the baptism  rests upon the covenant faithfulness o f  G od ra ther than the lack o f  faith  in the 
hum an parties to  the baptism . (See answ er and the grounds fo r answ er to Q uestion  3, 
R ecom m endation  9. a .)

Q . 3. Are those baptized  as adults o r o lder ch ildren (it is understood that these persons w ere
baptized  as unbelievers) p roper recip ients o f  C hristian baptism ?

A. No. (See W C F 2S.5 , 28:6 , L C  166 and answ er and grounds for answ er to Q uestion  3, 
R ecom m endation  9. a ).

Q . 4. Are those presented by parents for “ ch ris ten ing”  p roper recip ients o f  C hristian  bap
tism ?

A . W hen parents present their ch ild  for ‘ ‘ch ris ten ing” , they should be instructed that “ ch ris ten 
in g ”  is an inappropriate and unbiblical term  for C hristian baptism . H ow ever, h istorically  
“ ch ris ten ing”  in the nam e o f  the triune G od , w ith w ater, by a duly authorized  person 
constitu tes C hristian baptism . (See answ er and grounds for answ er to Q uestion  3 , R ecom 
m endation 9. fo r answ er to  Q uestion  3 , R ecom m endation 9 .)
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APPENDIX P 
RULES FOR ASSEMBLY OPERATIONS

As Amended by the Eleventh General Assembly

I. O rgan ization  o f  a G eneral A ssem bly’s M eeting
1-1 T he G eneral A ssem bly shall be called  to o rder at the designated  tim e by the M oderator, and shall 
begin w ith a w orship  serv ice , including a season o f  prayer, a serm on o r exhorta tion  by the retiring 
M oderator, and the celebration  o f the L o rd 's  Supper.
1-2 T he Stated C lerk  shall present a report on the enrollm ent o f  C om m issioners, and declare if  a quorum  is 
present. If  it is p resent, then the A ssem bly shall be declared  to be properly constitu ted  fo r the transaction  
o f business.
1-3 T he first o rder o f business shall be the election  o f  a M oderator. T here  shall be only one nom inating  
speech not to exceed five m inutes for each nom inee. N o seconding speeches shall be perm itted .
1-4 If  m ore than one C om m issioner is nom inated , election  shall be by ballo t, on ballots provided by the 
Stated C lerk . Tellers appointed by the S tated C lerk  shall ga ther and coun t the ballo ts , and report the 
tabulation  to the S tated C lerk . If no nom inee receives a m ajority  o f  the votes cast, a second ballo t shall be 
called on the tw o nom inees who received the h ighest num ber o f votes on the first ballo t. T he M oderato r 
shall declare an election  w hen a nom inee receives a m ajority  o f  the votes cast by the com m issioners 
present and voting.
1-5 A s soon as a M oderator shall have been declared  e lected  he shall assum e his constitu tional du ties  as 
M oderator.

II. T he M oderator
2-1 T he M oderator shall preside at all sessions o f  the A ssem bly  except w hen he m ay invite ano ther 
C om m issioner to act tem porarily  as the presiding officer.
2-2 T he M oderato r shall call the succeeding A ssem bly  to o rder and preside over its sessions until a 
successor has been e lected . O rdinarily  he shall present a retiring  M oderato r’s serm on o r exhorta tion . If 
the M oderato r is unable to act the Stated C lerk  shall call the A ssem bly to  o rder and preside over its 
sessions until a M oderato r has been elected.

III. T he Stated  C lerk
3-1 T he S tated  C lerk  shall be e lected  in connection  w ith the annual report o f  the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration w hich shall p resent a nom ination. It is understood that further nom inations are in o rder. A 
new  Stated C lerk  shall assum e office at the end o f the A ssem bly m eeting , o r at such tim e thereafte r as 
designated  by the G eneral A ssem bly.
3-2 The S tated C lerk shall perform  the duties assigned by the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  and by the S tanding 
Rules o f  the A ssem bly , and such o th e rd u tie s  as are assigned by action o f the A ssem bly . The S tated  C lerk 
shall adm in ister these duties under supervision o f  the C om m ittee on A dm inistration .
3-3  The S tated C lerk  shall prepare and d istribute , with the cooperation  o f  the C om m ittee fo r C hristian  
Education and P ublications, a H andbook fo r  C om m issioners  p rior to the m eeting o f the A ssem bly  to all 
com m issioners. This H andbook  shall be m ailed so as to reach com m issioners one m onth p rior to the 
convening o f  the A ssem bly . Item s received too late for inclusion in the H andbook  shall be m ailed to 
com m issioners in the form  o f  a supplem ent, if possib le , o r be d istributed  to them  at the tim e o f 
registration.
3 -4  T he S tated C lerk shall assem ble the item s o f business to com e before the A ssem bly  and refer each 
item  to the p roper C om m ittee . If the C lerk has questions regarding reference, he is to  consult w ith the 
C om m ittee  on Judicial Business before m aking reference.
3-5 The Stated C lerk shall keep  the M inutes  o f the G eneral A ssem bly . He shall publish them  annually  
w ith statistical reports o f the C hurch and reports o f  the agencies o f the A ssem bly , and give certified  
extracts there from  w hen the business o f  the A ssem bly requires. He shall prepare and supervise the 
printing o f the M inutes  in cooperation  w ith the C om m ittee for C hristian E ducation and Publications. The 
costs shall be borne by the G eneral A ssem bly.
3 -6  T he S tated C lerk  shall have the privilege o f the floor in all m atters pertain ing  to his o ffice , shall have 
the priv ilege o f the floor to present necessary inform ation on business before the m eeting concerning  the 
w ork and report o f any com m ittee on w hich he serves, and at such tim es w hen the M oderator, the 
C oord inato rs, C hairm en o f A ssem bly C om m ittees (or their designated  representa tives), o r any com m is
sioner m ay request that he clarify  m atters before the court.
3-7 The S tated C lerk  shall be an ex o fficio  m em ber o f the C om m ittee on Interchurch R elations, and shall 
serve as a m em ber o f o r an advisory m em ber o f any such o ther com m ittees as the G eneral A ssem bly  may 
d irect.
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3-8  The S tated C lerk  shall be the parliam entarian  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , and shall be assisted  in this by 
assistant parliam entarian(s) as appoin ted  by the M oderator.

IV . T he A ssem bly A rrangem ents
4-1 A b rie f w orship  service shall be included in each m orning session.
4 -2  T he first order o f the d ay , except the opening  day , at the beginning  o f the business session , and during  
the day as m ay be necessary , shall be the presentation  o f  a docket listing the business w hich is to  be 
considered  that day.

V . C om m u nication s and O vertures
5-1 A com m unication  to the G eneral A ssem bly  is form al correspondence received by the S tated C lerk 
from  o ther chu rches, from  in terchurch  agencies to w hich this C hurch m ay be re la ted , from  com m ittees o f 
this C hurch  on m atters w hich can not be included in regular reports, and from  organ ized  bodies outside 
the C hurch  p roper having business w ith the G eneral A ssem bly.
5-2  O rd inarily , com m unications from  individuals shall not be received by the G eneral A ssem bly , unless 
they orig inate  w ith persons w ho have no o ther access to the A ssem bly . If  the A ssem bly  d esires to receive 
and consider any such com m unications, o ther than as inform ation , the Stated C lerk  shall recom m end 
reference to the p roper A ssem bly C om m ittee . L etters, te legram s, o r telephone calls from  com m unican ts  
o r congregations o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica are not p roper com m unications, and are not to  be 
received  by the A ssem bly.
5-3  T he S tated C lerk shall recom m end to the A ssem bly reference for all p roper com m unications.
5-4  An overture  ord inarily  is the request o f  a presbytery for action by the G eneral A ssem bly  upon a 
specific m atter.
5-5 U pon receipt the Stated C lerk shall refer to  the Perm anent C om m ittee on Jud icial B usiness all 
overtures requesting  am endm ent o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  o r in terpretation  the reo f by the G eneral 
A ssem bly  and all com pla in ts, appeals, o r references from  low er courts. All o ther overtu res shall be 
referred  by the C lerk  to the appropriate C om m ittee  o f C om m issioners. All overtures shall be printed in 
the H andbook  w ith reference for consideration  indicated.
5-6  All overtures requiring references to the C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness shall be d elivered  by at least 
sixty (60) days p rio r to the opening  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly to the Stated C lerk  in o rder to be referred  to 
the C om m ittee . N o overture  requiring reference to the Perm anent C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness 
received  later than sixty (60) days p rio r to the opening o f the G eneral A ssem bly  by the Stated  C lerk  shall 
be referred  o r considered  by the G eneral A ssem bly conven ing  in that year.
5-7 All o ther overtures shall be delivered  to the S tated  C lerk  at least ninety (90) days p rio r to the open ing  
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly in o rder to be included in the H andbook  for the next m eeting o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly. O vertures received  after the H andbook  is p rin ted , and at least one (1) m onth (31 days) p rior to 
the open ing  o f the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be reported to the A ssem bly  by the Stated C lerk , toge ther w ith 
reference. N o overtures received  by the S tated C lerk less than one m onth p rior to the opening  o f  the 
m eeting o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be referred  to  o r considered  by the G eneral A ssem bly  convening 
in that year. N o bill o r o verture  shall be accepted  for consideration  upon the floor o f  G eneral A ssem bly  
subsequent to the final published date  set by the S tated C lerk o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  for publication  o f 
the C om m issioners H andbook  for the G eneral A ssem bly unless said m atter receive tw o-th irds vote o f  the 
assem bled com m issioners.
5 -8  N o overture  will be considered  by the G eneral A ssem bly until it first has been presented  to  a 
presbytery . If approved by the presby tery , it w ill com e before the A ssem bly as the overture  o f  that court. 
An overture  requested  by an individual com m unican t, a teaching e lder, o r a session , but rejected  by the 
presby tery , m ay be p resented  to the A ssem bly , provided the fact that it was rejected  by the p resbytery  is 
c learly  stated w ith the overture.

V I. R eports to the G eneral A ssem bly
6-1 T he Board o f D irectors, the Perm anent C om m ittees, Ad Interim  C om m ittees, and all o ther agencies 
o f  the A ssem bly  shall m ake annual reports , w hich shall be transm itted  to the S tated C lerk by at least 
ninety (90) days p rior to the opening o f  the G eneral A ssem bly. These reports shall be referred  to the 
proper C om m ittee o f C om m issioners by the C lerk.
6 -2  Any report requesting  am endm ents to the C onstitu tion  o f the PCA shall be referred  to the Perm anent 
Sub-C om m ittee on Judicial B usiness for its recom m endation.

V II. N ew  B usiness
7-1 Any m atter p resented  in any form  w hich has not been received by the S tated  C lerk p rior to the opening 
o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be treated as new  business.
7-2 N ew  business m ust be p resented  to  the A ssem bly before the c lose o f  the second day  o f  business.
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7-3  All new  business presented by m em bers o f the court m ust be in written fo rm , and if  received  shall be 
referred  to the p roper C om m ittee o f C om m issioners.
7-4 The C om m ittee  on  Judicial Business shall be available as a reference com m ittee , to assist the C lerk  in 
referring all new  business com ing to the A ssem bly.
7-5 T he appropria te  com m ittee shall receive and consider all such references, deliberate  and report to the 
A ssem bly  in com pliance w ith the d irections o f  these Rules.
7 -6  The C om m ittee on Judicial Business shall serve as a C onstitu tional C om m ittee . All m atters 
introduced as new  business, if received , and touching  on constitu tional m atters, including requested  
rulings by the M oderator on  questions o f order involving constitu tional questions, shall be referred  in 
w riting to the C om m ittee  on Judicial B siness for consideration .
7-7 T he C om m ittee  on Judicial B usiness shall consider each such constitu tional m atter referred  to it, and 
m ake recom m endation  d irectly  to the A ssem bly.

V III.C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners
8-1 All business shall ordinarily  com e to the floor o f  the A ssem bly  for final action through C om m ittees o f  
C om m issioners, except reports o f The C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontro l and Ad Interim  C om m ittees, 
w hich shall report directly  to the A ssem bly . T he fo llow ing C om m ittees o f C om m issioners shall handle 
the m atters indicated:

C om m ittees
1. A dm inistration

2. B ills and O vertures
3. C hristian  Education 

and Publications
4. C ovenant C ollege
5. C ovenan t Sem inary

6. Insurance & A nnuities

7. Interchurch R elations

8. Judicial Business
9. M ission to N orth Am.

10. M ission to the W orld
11. PCA Foundation
12. R idge H aven

R eports o f O vertures
Perm anent C om m ittee

O f G eneral nature 
Perm anent C om m ittee

Trustees
Trustees

Trustees

Perm anent C om m ittee

Perm anent C om m ittee 
Perm anent C om m ittee 
Perm anent C om m ittee 
Trustees 
T rustees

R esolu tions or  
C om m u nication s
T ouching  A dm inistrative 
m atters

T ouch ing  C hristian  
Education Publications 
T ouch ing  C ovenan t C ollege 
T ouch ing  C ovenant 
Sem inary
T ouch ing  insurance & 
annuities
T ouch ing  com ity , 
cooperation  relations to o ther 
churches
T ouch ing  C onstitu tion  
T ouching hom e m issions 
T ouch ing  w orld m issions 
T ouch ing  PCA  Foundation  
T ouch ing  R idge H aven

8-2 Each Presbytery sh a ll, p rior to the m eeting o f  the A ssem bly , elect one o f its com m issioners to each  o f 
the C om m ittees o f  C om m issioners, d iv id ing  them  as to ruling and teaching  e lders by a form ula 
established  by the S tated C lerk . In the event that Presbytery  does not have sufficient teaching e lders to 
supply the C om m ittees thus assigned, the Presbytery m ay, at its ow n d iscretion , elect ru ling  e lders to 
these C om m ittees. In the even t that Presbytery is not able to supply m em bers fo r all the C om m ittees, the 
Presbytery  m ay select the C om m ittees to w hich they w ish to appoint representatives. C om m issioners 
serving on Perm anent C om m ittees o r Sub-C om m ittees o f the A ssem bly o r the staffs the reo f are not 
e ligible to serve on any C om m ittees o f C om m issioners.
8-3 T he C onveners o f  the C om m ittees shall be designated  by the M oderator.
8 -4  T he C om m ittee may be scheduled to m eet p rior to the opening  session o f  the A ssem bly to handle the 
business referred by the S tated C lerk , as published in the H andbook.
8-5 T he C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners shall proceed as follows:

( 1) A t the p roper tim e each C om m ittee shall assem ble  in its assigned room , e lect a chairm an and a 
secretary , review  m aterial in hand, appoint sub-com m ittees as m ay be necessary , and begin 
its w ork.

(2) Each C om m ittee  shall be available to reconvene to  consider additional references that m ay 
com e from  the floor o f  the A ssem bly.

M eetings o f  a C om m ittee o f C om m issioners shall ord inarily  be open to the public as non
participating  visitors, to the extent m ade possible by the physical facilities o f  the availab le m eeting 
room . If such visitors desire the C om m ittee to consider a proposal on som e item  o f  business that is 
before the C om m ittee , this m ust be presented in w riting. N o new  item s o f  business, not referred  to 
the C om m ittee  by the A ssem bly , m ay be considered  by the C om m ittee . T he C hairm an  and
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representatives o f the Perm anent C om m ittee , and the C oord inato r and appropria te  s ta ff  m em bers 
shall be availab le for consu ltation  with the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners review ing their w ork. 
A fter the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners has received input from  the Perm anent C om m ittee , 
C oord inato r, s taff m em bers and v isito rs, it should then go into executive  session  as it fram es and 
adopts its report to the G eneral A ssem bly. It m ust be in executive session  w hen it actually  adopts the 
report. T he C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners m ay invite o ther persons for consu ltative  purposes, when 
this is felt necessary to the C o m m ittee 's  perform ance o f its business.

8 -6  T he report o f  the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners shall be b rie f and concise . It shall include the 
follow ing:

(1) A list o f all item s referred  to and considered  by the C om m ittee.
(2) A statem ent o f  the issues d iscussed .
(3) A report o f  all recom m endations contained in an agency o r C om m ittee  report under consid 

eration . (If any o f  the recom m endations contained in a report w ere not approved , this shall be 
reported  w ith reasons. N ew  recom m endations m ay be added , w ith w ords o f  exp lanation . 
A m endm ents to original recom m endations shall be reported  and exp la ined .)

(4) A Statem ent o f the div ision  o f  the vote on every official recom m endation  m ade to  o r by the 
C om m ittee.

(5) R eference to overtures by num ber w ith b rief statem ent o f  con ten t and recom m ended  answ er.
(6) R eference to com m unications by num ber w ith b rie f statem ent o f content and recom m ended 

answ er.
(7) O nly such portions o f  narrative sections o f the printed reports as are necessary  to  m ake the 

report o f the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners intelligible.
(8) A note that the audit o f  the reporting C om m ittee  has been received and that the C om m ittee  is 

taking any necessary  action on  any recom m endation  o f its audits.
8-7  T he C hairm an o f the Perm anent C om m ittee  o r his designated  representative shall be g ranted  the 
priv ilege o f  the floor o f the A ssem bly  by the C hairm an o f the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners to p resen t the 
report o f the Perm anent C om m ittee to the A ssem bly . No report printed in the H andbook  shall be read in 
full to the A ssem bly. T he C hairm an o f the C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners shall present the recom m enda
tions o f  the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners to the A ssem bly. The C hairm an o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee 
o r his designated  representative  shall have the privilege o f defending  the position o f the Perm anent 
C om m ittee  on any recom m endations in w hich the C om m ittee o f C om m issioners d iffer from  the 
Perm anent C o m m ittee 's  report
8-8 M inutes o f  the Perm anent C om m ittee  shall be subm itted to  the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners for 
rev iew . C opies o f  the M inutes shall be sent by the Stated C lerk  to the m em bers o f  C om m ittees o f 
C om m issioners one m onth prior to the opening o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
8-9  Inform ational presentation  o f  som e special aspects o f  the w ork reported  by a C om m ittee  o f 
C om m issioners shall be lim ited to five m inutes.
8-10 Any recom m endation  affecting  the B udget o f  the A ssem bly o r the C oordination  o f the program  o f 
the church shall be referred  to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on S tew ardship.
8-11 T he com pleted  report o f  a C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners shall contain the full text o f  the report and 
shall be handled  as follows:

(1) T yped , double spaced, orig inal by A ssem bly stenographers.
(2) P roofread and signed by the C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee; and then delivered  to the Stated 

C lerk w hen duplicated  copies are availab le fo r the com m issioners.
(3) D ocketed by the Program  C om m ittee (M oderator, S tated C lerk) for consideration  by the 

A ssem bly.
(4) Presented  to the A ssem bly by the C hairm an or his designate , by reading  through the entire

text o f  the report from  the orig inal typed copy. The A ssem bly m ay w aive the reading  o f  any
particu lar report by a m ajority  vote o f  the com m issioners present and voting . Any change 
ordered  by the A ssem bly  shall be noted and included by the C hairm an with the assistance o f 
the S tated  C lerk  on the orig inal copy.

(5) T he report, as adopted by the A ssem bly , shall be filed w ith the R ecording  C lerk  for the 
perm anent record.

8-12 N o partial report o f a C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners shall be p resented  w ithout the consent o f  the 
A ssem bly.
8-13 G U ID E L IN E S FO R  K E E PIN G  M IN U T E S O F P E R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S O F  T H E  

G E N E R A L  A SSE M B L Y
1. T he M inutes o f  A ssem bly  C om m ittees should be kept e ither in a lock-type record b o o k , w ith 

num bered pages, o r be p rin ted , m im eographed, o r o therw ise reproduced.
2. T he M inutes should be typew ritten  o r p rin ted , o r reproduced from  typew ritten  m asters, and 

should be neat and legible.
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3. The opening  paragraphs o f the M inutes should contain  the follow ing inform ation (w hich  need 
not, how ever, be divided into num bered o r separate items):
(a) T he kind o f  m eeting: regular, called , adjourned regular, o r adjourned called ;
(b) T he nam e o f the C om m ittee;
(c) T he date and tim e o f  the m eeting , and the place;
(d) T he nam e o f the C hairm an, and if  som eone o ther than the regular Secretary  served as a

C lerk Pro-tem , his nam e should be indicated;
(e) If the M inutes o f  the previous m eeting w ere not approved at that m eeting , a record  o f 

their having been read and approved by this session should be indicated , including the 
date o f the M inutes being so approved.

(f) The nam es o f  those present at the m eeting should be recorded, indicating  w hether they 
w ere teaching elders o r ruling e lders, and the presbytery represented  in each  case. The 
nam es o f  alternate ruling e lders and their respective churches should also  be included, 
and the nam es o f visitors should be included.

4. T he contents o f  the M inutes should include the follow ing items:
(a) T he nam es o f  persons leading in opening and closing  prayers at all sessions;
(b) In the event o f a called m eeting , the portion o f  the call stating the purpose o f  the m eeting 

should be recorded verbatim  in the M inutes;
(c) The M inutes should record the actions o f  the C om m ittee , including all m otions adopted 

and business transacted , together w ith such additional inform ation as the C om m ittee  
deem s desirable for historical purposes. O rdinarily  in C hurch  C ourts m otions that are 
lost are not included in the record unless an affirm ative vote for the lost m otion  is 
recorded, in w hich case the lost m otion m ust be show n. Each m ain m otion  should 
norm ally be recorded in a separate paragraph. Subsid iary  and procedural m otions may
be recorded in the sam e paragraph w ith the m ain m otion to w hich they pertain . M ain
m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph , if they are closely  related and pertain  to 
the sam e item o f business.

5. It may be desirable to num ber these paragraphs consecu tively , and to give a title o v e r each 
paragraph indicating succinctly  the content o f business included. T his is not m andatory , but is 
desirable for the later reading o f  the M inutes. For historical purposes, som e notes as to  the 
kind o f  extent and kind o f debate may be included, but M inutes should never reflect the 
sec re ta ry 's  op in ion , favorable or o therw ise, on anyth ing  said o r done.

6. The M inutes o f the C om m ittees should appear in the M inute book in the o rder in w hich the 
m eetings occur. W hen a previous action o f the C om m ittee is c ited , the date should be g iven, 
and the volum e and page and paragraph num ber.

7. The M inutes o f  each m eeting should be signed by the Secretary.
8. The C oord inato r, if there be one, and if not, the C hairm an, shall be responsib le  fo r the

custody o f the M inutes o f the C om m ittee . He is responsib le  for the presentation  to the G eneral 
A ssem bly  for approval o f all M inutes o f  the C om m ittee w hich have been approved by the 
C om m ittee not previously approved by the G eneral A ssem bly. All o ther M inutes o f  the 
C om m ittee  to w hich specific reference is m ade in the M inutes subm itted to the G eneral 
A ssem bly for approval shall be subm itted for purposes o f  inform ation.

9. A copy o f the G uidelines for K eeping C om m ittee M inutes should be kept w ith the M inutes o f  
the C om m ittee.

10. An up-to-date copy o f the bylaw s and m anual o f the C om m ittee , if  such ex ist, should be kept 
w ith the M inutes.
Exceptions: violations, o f the A ssem bly 's  G uidelines for K eeping M inutes o f  P erm anent 
C om m ittees o f  the G eneral A ssem bly and actions w hich in substance appear not to conform  
to the Standards o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , o r to be out o f accord  w ith the 
deliverances o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , should be reported  under this category .

8-14 G U ID E L IN E S FO R  E X A M IN IN G  C O M M IT T E E  M IN U T E S
I. M inutes o f  A ssem bly C om m ittees shall be exam ined fo r conform ity  to:

(a) The prim ary and secondary standards o f the C hurch , as to substance o f  the actions recorded; 
perm anent file. A third copy shall be kept in the records o f  the C om m ittee , w hich shall be 
m aintained in a suitable binder. The custody o f  the records o f the C om m ittee  shall be the 
responsib ility  o f  the S tated C lerk in the period betw een the G eneral A ssem blies.

6. N otations and exceptions in the C om m ittee 's  reports shall be disposed  o f  as follows:
(a) N otations shall norm ally be sent to the C om m ittees by the Stated C lerk  w ithout being  read 

before the G eneral A ssem bly o r recorded in its M inutes.
E xceptions shall be read before the A ssem bly, recorded in its M inutes, and d isposed  o f  as the 
A ssem bly  determ ines.
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(c) The A ssem bly  shall adopt an appropria te  m otion w ith respect to the M inutes o f each 
Perm anent C om m ittee , the follow ing being exam ples:
(1) T h a tth e  M inutes o f the C om m ittee o f ..................................... be approved w ithout exception

(show  dates o f  M inutes being  approved);
(2) That the M inutes o f the C om m ittee o f .....................................approved w ith the exceptions

noted (show  dates o f  M inutes being  approved).
7. T he Perm anent C om m ittee  shall take note in their m inutes o f  excep tions taken by the A ssem bly , 

together w ith the corrections o r explanations adopted by the C om m ittee  to rectify  them . C om m it
tees shall advise the next G eneral A ssem bly o f  the d isposition  they have m ade o f the exceptions.

8. R eports to the A ssem bly  from  the Perm anent C om m ittees concerning  d isposition  o f exceptions 
taken by the Past A ssem bly  shall norm ally be referred  to the C om m ittee.

9-1 It is the right and the duty o f  the G eneral A ssem bly to review , at least once a year, the records o f  the 
p resbyteries o f the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica. (BCO 40-1)
9-2  In order to facilitate a carefu l perform ance o f  this right and du ty , the G eneral A ssem bly  shall assign 
the responsib ility  to a com m ittee , w hich shall be know n as the C om m ittee  on R eview  and C ontro l o f 
P resbyteries. T he operation  o f this com m ittee shall be considered  a G eneral A ssem bly  expense.
9-3  T he C om m ittee on R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resbyteries shall be com prised  o f  one representative  from  
each presbytery  e lected  by the p resbytery  in the m anner set forth in BC O  14-1-11 for the election  o f  the 
N om inating  C om m ittee . A person w ho is serving as a m em ber o f o r on the staff o f  one o f the perm anent 
com m ittees, sub-com m ittees, o r boards o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall not be ineligible to serve on this 
com m ittee.
9-4  T he C om m ittee shall be scheduled  to m eet p rio r to  the opening  session of the A ssem b ly , usually  at the 
sam e tim e during  w hich the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners shall be m eeting.
9-5 A chairm an and v ice-chairm an for the fo llow ing year shall be elected  by the com m ittee  from  
m em bers w ho shall be serving the second year o f  their term .
9-6  The C om m ittee shall assem ble at the p roper tim e in its assigned room , elect a secretary , and , if 
desired , som eone to give the report, appoint such sub-com m ittees as m ay be necessary , and begin its 
w ork in accordance w ith B C O  40-2ff. and as set forth  in this chapter.
9-7  T he chairm an o f the C om m ittee , o r a m em ber o f  the C om m ittee e lected  for the purpose, shall present 
the report o f  the C om m ittee  to the A ssem bly.
9-8  The report o f the C om m ittee shall be concise. It shall include the follow ing:
1. A list o f  the M inu tes, by P resbyteries, received  by the C om m ittee.
2. A list o f  the P resbyteries w hich have not subm itted M inutes, if  any.
3. A report concerning  the M inutes o f  each  Presbytery.
4. Any recom m endation  to the A ssem bly. A statem ent o f the div ision  o f  the vote on each  recom m en

dation  shall be included. Any recom m endation  w hich m ay affect the budget o f  the A ssem bly shall 
be referred to the C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners on A dm inistration.

5. A list o f  m em bers present.
9 -9  T he com pleted  report o f  the C om m ittee  shall be p repared  and handled in the sam e m anner as reports 
o f  the C om m ittees o f C om m issioners as set forth in RA O  8-11.
9-10 No partial report o f the C om m ittee shall be p resented  w ithout the consent o f the A ssem bly.
9-11 G uidelines for the subm ission and d istribution  o f  the M inutes o f P resbyteries.
1. T he S tated C lerk  o f each  p resbytery  is to provide the S tated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  with 

three (3) cop ies o f all the m inutes that are to be review ed.
2. T he m inutes that are to be review ed shall ord inarily  include the unreview ed m inutes o f  all 

presbytery m eetings that have been held up to seventy-five days p rior to the opening  o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly  (see BC O  40-1).

3. T he m inutes that are to be review ed shall be m ailed to  the office  o f the S tated  C lerk  o f the G eneral 
A ssem bly not less than sixty (60) days p rio r to the open ing  o f the A ssem bly.

4. T he S tated C lerk  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , in consultation  w ith the C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee  on 
R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resbyteries, is to distribute copies o f  the m inutes to  the m em bers o f  the 
C om m ittee no later than thirty (30) days p rior to the opening  o f the A ssem bly  in such a m anner that 
at least tw o m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  shall read the m inutes o f each  Presbytery.

5. The m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  are to read the m inutes assigned to them , to prepare a report 
concerning  each  set o f m inutes u tilizing  a form  provided by the S tated C lerk  o f the G enera] 
A ssem bly , and to report at the tim e o f the m eeting o f  the C om m ittee .

9-12 T he Stated C lerks o f the p resby teries, o r their representatives, are to be p repared  to m eet with the 
C om m ittee  to answ er questions and to clarify  any d iscrepancy possib le . Any discrepancy that is in 
substance an exception  (see 9-13) shall alw ays be reported  to the A ssem bly .
9-13 G U ID E L IN E S FO R  E X A M IN IN G  P R E SB Y T E R Y  M IN U T E S
1. Presbytery M inutes shall be exam ined for conform ity  to:

(a) the prim ary  and secondary standards o f  the C hurch , as to substance o f the actions recorded 
(see B C O  40-2),
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(b) the A ssem bly ’s G uidelines for K eeping P resbytery M in u tes, as to fo rm , structu re , and 
m inim um  con ten t, and

(c) appropriate standards as to the use o f the English language.
2. Each set o f Presbytery M inutes should be read by at least tw o m em bers o f  the C om m ittee  o f 

C om m issioners on R eview  and C ontrol o f Presbyteries.
3. T he findings o f the C om m ittee w ith respect to the M inutes o f  each  Presbytery shall be reported  

under the follow ing categories as appropriate:
(a) N otations: typographical erro rs, m isspellings, im proper punctuation , non- prejudicial s tate

m ents o f  fact, and o ther m inor variation in form , m ay be reported  under this category . A lso 
failures to provide p roper o r sufficient inform ation o r identification , prejudicial m isstate
m ents o f  fact, e tc .,  m ay be reported under this category.

(b) E xceptions: violations o f the A ssem bly 's  G uidelines for K eeping P resb ytery M inutes and 
actions w hich in substance appear not to conform  to the S tandards o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch 
in A m erica, o r to be out o f  accord  w ith the deliverances o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , should be 
reported under this category .

4. T he C om m ittee shall prepare a report concerning  the M inutes o f each  P resbytery . T he filling out o f 
a form , designed for the purpose and approved by the A ssem bly , shall m eet the requirem ent o f this 
section. A fter action by the A ssem bly , the original shall be retained by the S tated C lerk  in a 
perm anent file, one copy shall be sent by the S tated C lerk  to the particu lar p resby tery , and a second 
shall be kept in the records o f  the C om m ittee , w hich shall be m aintained  in a suitab le b inder, and 
shall be retained by the S tated C lerk  betw een A ssem blies.

5. N otations and excep tions in the C om m ittee 's  reports shall be disposed o f as follows:
(a) N otations shall norm ally be sent to the P resbyteries by the Stated  C lerk  w ithout being  read 

before the G eneral A ssem bly or recorded in its M inutes.
(b) Exceptions shall be read before the A ssem bly , recorded in its M inu tes, and d isposed  o f as the 

A ssem bly  determ ines.
(c) The A ssem bly  shall adopt an appropriate m otion w ith respect to the M inutes o f  each 

Presbytery , the follow ing form s being exam ples:
(1) That the M inutes o f  the Presbytery o f ................................. be approved w ithout exception

(G ive dates o f M inutes being approved .)
(2) That the M inutes o f the Presbytery o f ................................. be approved w ith the exceptions

noted. (G ive dates o f M inutes being approved .)
6. The Prebyteries shall take note in their M inutes o f exceptions taken by the A ssem bly , toge ther w ith 

the corrections o r explanations adopted by the Presbytery to rectify  them . P resbyteries shall advise 
the next G eneral A ssem bly o f the disposition  they have m ade o f the exceptions.

7. R eports to the A ssem bly from  the Presbyteries concerning d isposition  o f excep tions taken by the 
past A ssem bly  shall norm ally be referred to the C om m ittee w ithout being  read before  the A ssem 
bly. T he C om m ittee shall exam ine such reports and shall report to the A ssem bly  its judgm en t as to 
the su itability  o f  the disposition  that has been m ade. C om m ittees shall also  present recom m enda
tions concerning  all excep tions taken by previous A ssem blies o r C om m ittees that have not been 
disposed  o f  suitably.

9-14 G U ID E L IN E S FO R  K E E PIN G  PR E SB Y T E R Y  M IN U T E S
1. The M inutes o f  Presbytery  shall be kept in a lock-type record book o r if p rin ted , be bound. In e ither 

case , the pages shall be num bered.
2. The M inutes should be neat and legible and shall be p rin ted , typew ritten , o r reproduced from  

typew ritten  m asters.
3. The opening  paragraphs o f  the M inutes should contain  the fo llow ing inform ation  (w hich  need not, 

how ever, be d iv ided  into num bered o r separate items):
(a) T he kind o f  m eeting: stated, called , adjourned stated , o r  adjourned called;
(b) T he nam e o f  the Presbytery;
(c) The date and tim e o f  the m eeting , and the place;
(d) T he nam e o f  the M oderator, and if  som eone o ther than the regu lar S tated  C lerk  served  as a

C lerk  Pro-tem , his nam e should be indicated.
(e) If  the M inutes o f the previous m eeting w ere not approved at that m eeting , a record  o f  their 

having been read and approved by this session should be ind icated , including  the date  o f the 
M inutes being so approved;

(f) The nam es o f  those present at the m eeting should be recorded, indicating  w hether they w ere 
teaching e lders, o r ruling e lders, and the church  represented  in each  case. T he nam es o f  
alternate ruling e lders and their respective churches should also be included, and the nam es o f  
visitors should be included.

(g) Excuses for teaching e lders and churches, and u nexcused  teaching e lders and churches should 
be noted.
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4. T he contents o f the M inutes should include the fo llow ing item s:
(a) T he nam es o f  persons leading in open ing  and closing  prayers at all sessions.

In the even t o f  a called  m eeting , the portion  o f the call stating the purpose o f the m eeting should be
recorded verbatim  in the M inutes.

(c) T he M inutes should record the actions o f  the P resbytery , including  all m otions adop ted  and
business transacted , together w ith such additional inform ation as the Presbytery  deem s 
desirable fo r historical purposes. O rdinarily  in C hurch C ourts m otions that are lost are not 
included in the record , unless an a ffirm ative vote fo r the lost m otion is recorded, in w hich case 
the lost m otion m ust be show n. Each m ain m otion should norm ally be recorded in a  separate 
paragraph. Subsid iary  and procedural m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph w ith 
the m ain m otion to w hich they pertain . M ain m otions m ay be recorded in the sam e paragraph 
if  they are closely  related and pertain  to  the sam e item  o f business. It m ay be desirable to 
num ber these paragraphs consecu tively , and to give a title  over each  paragraph indicating 
succinctly  the content o f business included. T his is not m andatory , but is desirable for the 
la ter reading o f the M inutes. For historical purposes, som e note as to the ex ten t o f  and kind  o f 
debate m ay be included, but M inutes should never reflect the c le rk ’s op in ion , favorable  o r 
o therw ise, on anyth ing  said  o r done.

5. All points o f  o rder and appeals, w hether sustained o r lost, together w ith the reasons given  by the 
C hair for his ru ling , should be included. T his is for the sake o f  any case that m ay be carried  to a 
h igher court. T he com plete  record o f the P resby tery 's  actions should be recorded  for this purpose.

6. A dditional gu idelines, adapted  from  R obert’s  R u les o f  O rder.
(a) T he nam es o f  the m over and the seconder o f a m otion should not be entered  in to  the M inutes 

unless ordered  by the P resbytery.
(b) W hen a count has been ordered , o r the vote is by ballo t, the num ber o f  votes on each  side 

should be entered .
(c) T he proceedings o f  a com m ittee o f the w hole should not be entered  in the M inutes, but the fact 

that the assem bly  w ent into the com m ittee as a w hole , and the com m ittee report should be 
recorded.

(d) W hen a question  is considered  inform ally , the sam e inform ation should be recorded as under 
the regu lar ru les, since the only  inform ality  in the proceedings is in the debate.

(e) C om m ittee reports that are adopted  by the Presbytery m ay be handled in e ither o f tw o w ays.
They m ay be entered  d irectly  into the record at the tim e w hen they are presen ted , and  it should 
be reflected  as the report o f  a com m ittee  adopted by the P resbytery. T he o ther w ay by w hich 
they m ay be handled is to give the report as an appendix , to w hich reference is m ade by m otion 
in the body o f the M inutes.
R eports and o ther m atters that are received as inform ation  should be retained  by the C lerk o f 
the P resbytery , but need not be printed w ith the M inutes, unless so d irected  by the P resbytery.

7. The M inutes should be signed by the C lerk.
8. A t least once a year the M inutes o f  Presbytery should include, in addition to the M inutes 

them selves, the fo llow ing items:
(a) A d irectory  o f  the P resbytery , including  a listing o f  all o f the regu lar C om m ittees o f 

Presbytery.
(b) A roll o f  the P resbytery , including a list o f  all teaching e lders, w ith their addresses; and o f all 

churches, w ith the nam e and address o f the C lerk  o f  Session , and the address o f  the church.
(c) A list o f all cand idates under care  o f  the P resbytery , including  the addresses.
(d) A list o f all licentiates o f  the P resbytery , including the addresses.
(e) An up-to-date copy o f  the S tanding Rules o f  the P resbytery.

9. The Stated C lerk  o f each  Presbytery is responsib le  for the custody  o f  the M inutes o f  the P resbytery. 
He is responsib le for presenting  to the G eneral A ssem bly  for its review  all M inutes o f  the Presbytery 
w hich have been approved by the Presbytery and w hich have not been previously  review ed by the 
G eneral A ssem bly . If  a Presbytery  has its M inutes bound at regu lar in tervals, M inutes o f m eetings 
w hich w ere held before the tim e set in 9-11 m ay be subm itted as reproductions o f  the typew ritten  
orig inals.

10. T he M inutes o f  the Presbytery  should include a copy o f  the G u id elin es fo r  K eeping Presbytery  
M inutes and a copy o f  the report received from  the S tated C lerk  o f the G eneral A ssem bly 
concerning  the M inutes review ed by the A ssem bly.

A ssem bly  E xpenses
10-1 T he expenses o f  the follow ing Perm anent C om m ittees shall be borne by that particu lar C om m ittee:
(1) A dm inistration
(2) C hristian Education  and Publications
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(3) M ission to N orth A m erica
(4) M ission to the W orld
(5) Stew ardship
(6) PCA  Foundation
(7) T rustees o f  Insurance and A nnuities Fund
10-2 The expenses o f  the R ecording C lerks o f the G eneral A ssem bly  w ill be borne by the A ssem bly.
10-3 All o ther expenses o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be d iv ided  betw een the four m ajor Perm anent 
C om m ittees on the percentage basis o f d istribu ting  undesignated  gifts.

X I. Parliam entary Procedure
11-1 Except as o therw ise specifically  provided in these R ules, R evised  R o b ert's  R u les  o f  O rder  shall be 
the standard in parliam entary  procedure.
11-2 The C hairm an shall lead the A ssem bly in a b rie f p rayer before m aking his report. T he entire report o f 
each  C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners, including narra tive , shall be read before any com m ent. The 
A ssem bly m ay w aive the reading o f  any particu lar report by a m ajority  vote o f the com m issioners present 
and voting. W hen a m inority o f a C om m ittee w ishes to present a m inority  report, the m em ber reporting 
for the m inority  shall have the privilege o f presenting  the m inority  report and m oving it as a substitu te for 
the portion  o f  the m ajority  report affected.
11-3 Each recom m endation  in each report m ust be read, considered , and acted upon separately .
(1) The C hairm an m oves the adoption , no second is necessary for a com m ittee recom m endation .
(2) The M oderator asks: Is there objection  o r question?
(3) H earing no objection  o r question , the M oderator states: It is adopted . (T he above procedure is 

know n as the “ Short Form  o f Voting " )
(4) W hen it is necessary to postpone action on the com pletion  o f  a report fo r som e subsequent action o f  

the A ssem bly , such as the approval o f  the budgets, o r o ther special item s, the report shall be 
approved as a w hole pending the com pletion  o f  these o ther item s. A t the tim e that the o ther item s 
com e to the floor, only these m atters m ay be considered  by the A ssem bly , since the report as a 
w hole w ill have already been adopted.

11-4 Procedure in debating  a question:
(1) The C hairm an o r his designate may answ er questions concerning  the report addressed  to him  

through the M oderator.
(2) The C hairm an shall have an opportunity  to m ake the final statem ent in debate.
(3) N o C om m issioner m ay speak on the sam e question m ore than once until all desiring  to speak have 

done so.
(4) D ebate on the m ain m otion shall be lim ited to ten (10) m inutes unless ex tended . W hen a m ain 

m otion has been debated  for ten (10) m inutes, the M oderato r shall put the q uestion  to the A ssem bly: 
“ D oes the A ssem bly  desire to extend the tim e an additional five (5) m inu tes?”  A  sim ple m ajority  
will decide the question . If the m ajority decides not to extend debate, the M oderato r w ill call the 
question . If an am endm ent o f  a substitu tion  is on the floor, the question  o f  extending tim e on the 
main m otion shall be repeated after the vote on the am endm ent o r substitu te. If tim e is ex tended , the 
question  o f ex tension  w ill again be put every succeeding five (5) m inutes until the m otion is 
concluded. Each C om m issioner shall be lim ited to three (3) m inutes on the sam e question  unless the 
C ourt by a sim ply m ajority  grants additional tim e.

(5) Debate shall be free and open , w ith equal tim e being g iven  to proponents and o pponents in so far as 
possible.

11-5 Specia l P rovisions
(1) The A ssistants to the Stated C lerk  shall have the privilege o f  the floor w hen requested  by the 

M oderator to render som e specific service to the court.
(2) All m otions shall be p resented  in w riting and read before being voted upon ..

X II. E lection  o f  P erm anent C om m ittees and A gencies o f  th e A ssem bly
12-1. T he A ssem bly 's  N om inating  C om m ittee as provided for in B C O , 14-1, shall present its nom ina
tions to the A ssem bly through the C om m issioner's  H andbook  o r Supplem ent. T his presenta tion  shall 
include a b rie f statem ent regarding  each nom inee.
12-2. A dditional nom inations m ay be m ade in w riting on form s supplied  by the S tated  C lerk , w hich shall 
include consent o f  the nom inee to serve, if  e lected , and a b rie f statem ent regarding  the nom inee. The 
nom inee is to give consent to only one nom ination . The deadlines for these nom inations is the c lose  o f 
the afternoon session o f the second day o f  the A ssem bly. The C le rk ’s office  shall issue a supplem ent to 
the A ssem bly 's  N om inating C om m ittee report during  the third d a y ’s business sessions.
12-3. The tim e for the e lection  shall be docketed  as a special order. O nly those com m issioners p resen t o r 
on the floor o f  the A ssem bly shall be e lig ib le to vote. The voting p rocedures m ay be conducted  e ither by 
use o f standing vote, o r by use o f ballots provided by the S tated C le rk ’s o ffice.
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X III. A m endm en t or S u spension  o f  R ules
The R ules o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  m ay be am ended o r suspended only  by a  tw o th irds vote o f  the total 
en ro llm ent o f  C om m issioners. A  m otion to  am end is debatable.

A m otion to suspend is not debatable.
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APPENDIX Q

BYLAWS
OF

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (A CORPORATION)
As Amended by the Eleventh General Assembly

A R T IC L E  I . N A M E  A N D  LO C A TIO N .
Section  1. T he nam e o f this corporation  shall be Presbyterian C hurch  in A m erica  (A  C orporation). 
Section  2 . The registered  office in the State o f D elaw are is to be located at 229 South State S treet, in the 
C ity  o f D over, C ounty o f  K ent. T he registered agent in charge thereo f is T he Prentice-H all C orporation  
S ystem , Inc. at 229 South State S treet, D over, D elaw are. The official business address o f  the C orpo ra
tion is the office o f  the B usiness A dm inistrator.
O the r offices for transaction  o f business shall be located at such p laces as the G eneral A ssem bly  o r its 
Perm anent C om m ittees shall designate.

A R T IC L E  II. M E M B E R S A N D  M E E T IN G S O F  T H E  C O R P O R A T IO N
S ection  1. The m em bers o f  the corporation  shall be those duly  o rdained T each ing  Elders (M inisters) 
enro lled  in a Presbytery affiliated  w ith the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica , and those R uling  Elders 
represen ting  local congregations, w hich congregations are affiliated  w ith P resbyteries affiliated  w ith the 
Presbyterian  C hurch in A m erica w ho have been designated  o r com m issioned to attend  the annual G eneral 
A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica. Such Teaching E lders and R uling Elders shall be 
designated  o r com m issioned by P resbyteries o r C ongregations in accordance w ith rules and regulations 
p rescribed by the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  (14-2) (See A rticle V I). Such indiv iduals shall be the m em bers o f 
the corporation  until the next annual m eeting o f the G eneral A ssem bly  o f  the P resbyterian  C hurch  in 
A m erica  at w hich tim e the m em bers o f  the C orporation  shall be those indiv iduals designated  or 
com m issioned  as hereinabove set forth to a ttend such annual G eneral A ssem bly.
Section  2 . T he annual m eeting  o f  the C orporation  shall be at such tim e and such place as designated  by 
the G eneral A ssem bly . Each G eneral A ssem bly  shall have the pow er to designate  the tim e and place for 
m ore than one annual G eneral A ssem bly , and shall also have the pow er to authorize  the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistra tion  to  designate  the tim e and place o f  the next G eneral A ssem bly.
Section  3 . Special m eetings o f  the G eneral A ssem bly may be called in accordance w ith the B ook o f  
C hurch O rder  (14-3).
Section  4 . A quorum  for the transaction  o f  business at any m eeting o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall be that 
prescribed  in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  (14-5).
Section  5 . The M oderato r shall call all m eetings to o rder and shall preside until h is successor has been 
selected  and takes o ffice. If  the M oderator is unable to act, the S tated C lerk  shall call the A ssem bly  to 
o rder and preside over its sessions until a M oderator has been elected.
Section  6 . Proxies shall not be allow ed at G eneral A ssem bly m eetings.

A R T IC L E  III. O F F IC E R S.
Section  1. The officers o f  the C orporation  shall be the M oderator, the C lerk , the B usiness A dm inistrator- 
treasurer, and such assistant c lerks and treasurers as may be deem ed desirable by the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistra tion . T he officers , w ith exception  o f the assistant clerks o r  a ssistan t treasurers, shall be 
e lected  by the G eneral A ssem bly as set forth in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  and the R ules fo r A ssem bly 
O peration . In the even t that the Stated C lerk  o r the B usiness A dm in istra to r is unable to act, the 
C om m ittee  on A dm inistration  shall be authorized to appoint a p rovisional C lerk  o r  a provisional B usiness 
A dm in istra to r to serve until a regular C lerk o r B usiness A dm in istra to r m ay be e lected  by the next G eneral 
A ssem bly .
Section  2 . T he M oderator shall have such duties and responsib ilities as set forth  in the B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder  and the R ules o f  A ssem bly O peration. T he M oderator, unless specifically  authorized  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly , shall have no authority  to and shall not be expected  to perform  any functions for the 
C orporation  o ther than those specifically  set forth in these B ylaw s o r those set forth in the B ook o f  C hurch  
O rder, and the R ules for A ssem bly O p era tio n .
Section  3 . The C lerk  shall have such duties and responsib ilities as set forth in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  
and R ules o f  A ssem bly  O peration . He shall be im m ediately responsib le to the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra
tion. T he C lerk  shall prepare and forw ard all notices required by law  o r by these B ylaw s, and shall have 
general charge o f  the corporate books and records. He shall sign such instrum ents as m ay be requ ired , and 
perform  the duties incident to the office o f C lerk , and such duties as m ay be assigned by the M oderator, 
the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion , o r the m em bers o f the C orporation  in G eneral A ssem bly.
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Section  4 . T he B usiness A dm in istra to r-treasurer shall be the custod ian  o f  the funds and  securities 
belonging to the C orpo ra tion , and not o therw ise designated  to  one o f  the three p rogram  C om m ittees. He 
shall receive deposit and d isburse such funds as d irected  by the G eneral A ssem bly , including any 
provisions set forth  in the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. He shall keep an accurate  account o f  the finances o f  the 
C orpora tion , not on ly  o f  these funds in the custody , but by m eans o f  m onthly  reports from  the o ther 
C o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e i r  f u n d s  a l s o ,  o n  a u n i f o r m  f o r m ,  w h ic h  h e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e .  
He shall prepare  o r have p repared  such reports o f the financial condition  o f  the C orpora tion  as be 
requ ired , and , in general, perform  all o f  the duties incident to  the office  o f  B usiness A dm inistra tor- 
treasurer. He shall be bonded in an am ount to be determ ined  by the C om m ittee  on  A dm in istra tion .

A R T IC L E  IV . P E R M A N E N T  C O M M IT T E E S A N D  A G E N C IE S
Section  1. T he affairs o f the C orporation  and the p rogram s o f the A ssem bly  shall be conducted  prim arily  
through Perm anent C om m ittees. T he Perm anent C om m ittees (C E P , C O A , M T W , M N A ) are constitu ted  
by the prov isions o f the B ook o f  C hurch O rder. C erta in  A gencies have been estab lished  by the G eneral 
A ssem bly  for special functions, nam ely: C ovenan t C ollege, C ovenan t T heological Sem inary , R idge 
H aven, Insurance, A nnuities, and R elief, and PC A  Foundation . Special com m ittees are e lected  by  the 
G eneral A ssem bly  to  perform  specific tasks, nam ely , the Judicial B usiness C om m ittee , In terchurch  
R elations C om m ittee , N om inating  C om m ittee , C om m ittee  on  R eview  and C ontro l o f  P resby teries  and 
T heological Exam ining C om m ittee .
1. Perm anent com m ittees m ay appoin t sub-com m ittees for specific tasks o r areas o f  responsib ility

assigned by the G eneral A ssem bly , according  to  the fo llow ing guidelines:
a. M em bersh ip  o f  sub com m ittees m ay include m en not e lected  to  the Perm anen t C om m ittee , 

provided the sub-com m ittee  chairm an is a Perm anent C om m ittee  m em ber.
b. All polic ies and procedures o f a  sub-com m ittee  m ust be approved by the Perm anen t C om m it

tee p rior to  im plem entation .
c. The s ta ff  o f  a sub-com m ittee  is contro lled  by the Perm anent C om m ittee  th rough its co o rd i

nator.
d. A sub-com m ittee  shall not have a separate C om m ittee o f  C om m issioners.

2. Each A gency shall relate to one o f the four Perm anent C om m ittees as assigned by  the A ssem bly
according  to the fo llow ing guidelines:
a. T rustees o r D irectors shall be elected  by the G eneral A ssem bly  accord ing  to  the sam e 

prov isions o f the S C O /A ssem bly  B ylaw s for the e lection  o f Perm anen t com m ittees, excep t 
that the num ber o f c lasses, length o f te rm s, elig ib ility  fo r ree lection , and b a lancer o f  teaching  
and ruling e lders m ay vary according  to A gency B ylaw s.

b. The C h ie f Executive O fficer o f the A gency shall be an advisory  m em ber o f  the Perm anent 
C om m ittee  to  w hich the A gency is related.
T ravel expenses shall be paid by the A gency.

c . T he C oord ina to r o f  the related Perm anent C om m ittee shall be an advisory  m em ber o f the 
B oard o f  the A gency. In the case o f C ovenan t T heological S em inary , the C oord ina to r o f  the 
related Perm anent C om m ittee  shall a ttend the m eetings o f the Board at the B o ard ’s invitation . 
T ravel expenses shall be paid by the Perm anent C om m ittee.

d. T he re la tionsh ip  o f  the A gency to  the Perm anent C om m ittee shall be one o f  com m unication , 
encouragem ent, and cooperation . T he  re la tionship  shall include no  fiscal o r adm inistra tive  
responsib ility  o r liab ility . Policies, p rocedures and staff o f  the A gency shall be con tro lled  by 
the B oard o f  T rustees o f  that A gency.

e . A separate C om m ittee  o f  C om m issioners shall rev iew  the w ork o f  each A gency in o rder to 
report to  the A ssem bly  concerning that A gency, in accordance w ith the B ylaw s o f  the PCA  
and the R ules for A ssem bly  O perations.

3. T he  Special C om m ittees shall report d irectly  to the A ssem bly , w ith  funding  and  adm inistra tive
functions carried  out by the C om m ittee  on  A d m in is tra tion .”

S ection  2 . The Pow er and authority  o f  the Perm anent C om m ittees shall be those set forth  in these  B ylaw s 
o r by direction  o f  the G eneral A ssem bly.
S ection  3  T he Perm anent C om m ittees and A gencies shall, unless specifically  d irected  o therw ise  by  the 
G eneral A ssem bly , be authorized  to operate from  separate  locations w ith separate  o ffices and separate 
staff. T he budget for each  Perm anent C om m ittee  and A gency shall be subm itted  to the C om m ittee  on 
A dm inistration  w hich shall independently  evaluate  the proposed budget o f  each  Perm anen t C om m ittee  
and A gency and report to the A ssem bly its considered  op in ion  on  the adop tion  before the entire  
denom ination . Should  m odifications in budgets be deem ed  necessary  by the A ssem bly , special care  shall 
be taken that changes not be m ade in such  a w ay as to  threaten the con tinu ity  o r e ffectiveness o f  the 
C om m ittee’s o r A gency ’s m inistry . B udgets o f C om m ittees and A gencies that are agreed  upon by  C O A
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m ay be changed only by a tw o-th irds vote o f the A ssem bly com m issioners present at the tim e the budget 
is voted on. O therw ise, they m ay be changed by m ajority  vote. All funds received  by the C orporation  that 
are designated  fo r the benefit o f any particu lar Perm anent C om m ittee shall be d isbursed  by the B usiness 
A dm in istra to r to  the p roper C om m ittee . There shall be no equalization  o f funds so designated . Any funds 
received  by the C orporation  not designated  as being for the benefit o f  a particu lar Perm anent C om m ittee  
shall be distributed  by the B usiness A dm inistra tor as d irected  by the G eneral A ssem bly.
Section  4 . Each Perm anent C om m ittee , by resolu tion  adopted by a m ajority  o f  its C om m ittee  m em bers, 
m ay designate  the p lace, d a te , and tim e for regu lar m eetings o f  the C om m ittee , w hich should be held at 
least quarterly . W ritten o r prin ted  notice o f  such resolu tion  should be given to  all C om m ittee  m em bers 
w ithin a reasonable tim e after the adoption  thereof. N otice o f the tim e, place o r purpose o f  such regular 
m eetings o f the Perm anent C om m ittee shall not be required  to be given.
Section  5 . Special m eetings o f the Perm anent C om m ittees may be called at any tim e o r place by the 
C hairm an o f  the C om m ittee , o r by a m ajority  o f the C om m ittee m em bers.
W ritten  notice stating the place, date , and hour o f  such special m eeting shall be delivered  by the 
C hairm an  o f  the C om m ittee to each  C om m ittee m em ber at least ten days p rior to the date  o f such 
m eetings, and such notice should specify the purpose o f such special m eetings. A ttendance o f  a 
C om m ittee  m em ber at such a  m eeting will constitu te a w aiver o f  notice o f such m eeting . The act o f  the 
m ajority  o f  the C om m ittee m em bers present at a m eeting at w hich a quorum  is present shall be the act o f  
the C om m ittee .
S ection  6 . A m ajority  o f a Perm anent C om m ittee shall constitute a quorum .
Section  7 . The C hairm an and the Secretary o f each Perm anent C om m ittee shall be e lected  annually  at the 
first m eeting o f  the C om m ittee follow ing the G eneral A ssem bly. T he e lection  o f the C hairm an and 
Secretary  shall not take place until after 10 days notice o f the proposed m eeting  has been given to all 
new ly nom inated  m em bers and all continuing  m em bers. T he incum bent C hairm an  and Secretary  shall 
continue to serve until their successors have been e lected  and assum e their duties. In the event that the 
C hairm an is ro tated  o ff  o f  a C om m ittee , the M oderator o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  shall nam e a C onvener 
o f  the C om m ittee , w ho shall preside over the C om m ittee until a C hairm an is e lected  and assum e his 
duties.
Section  8 . In the even t any adm inistrative personnel em ployed by a C om m ittee  and approved by the 
G eneral A ssem bly  is unable to act, such C om m ittee may em ploy a provisional rep lacem ent, w ho has 
been exam ined  and approved by the A ssem bly 's  T heological E xam ining C om m ittee , and w ho shall serve 
until the next G eneral A ssem bly.
Section  9 . The Individual Perm anent C om m ittees
A . T he C om m ittee  on A dm inistration .

1. T he business affairs o f  the C orporation  as distinguished from  the ecclesiastical m atters, and 
those not specifically  assigned to one o f the o ther Perm anent C om m ittees by these Bylaw s or 
an act o f  the G eneral A ssem bly , shall be m anaged by the C om m ittee  on A dm in istra tion , 
w hich serves as the Board o f D irectors provided in the C harter o f Incorporation , subject to 
such rules and regulations as m ay be prescribed by the G eneral A ssem bly , including  all 
applicable provisions o f  the B ook o f  C hurch O rder.

2. T he C om m ittee  on A dm inistration shall hold an annual m eeting in con junction  w ith the 
annual G eneral A ssem bly m eeting , at a tim e and place to be determ ined  by the C om m ittee. 
N otice shall not be required to be given o f  the tim e o r place o f the annual m eeting  o f  the 
C om m ittee , o ther than that w hich shall be included in the C om m issioner’s  H andbook  for the 
G eneral A ssem bly.

B . T he C om m ittee  for C hristian E ducation and Publications.
The affairs o f  the C hurch in the areas o f  C hristian education  and publications are assigned to the 
C om m ittee  for C hristian Education and Publications, w hose duties and authority  shall be desig 
nated by the G eneral A ssem bly.

C . T he C om m ittee  on M ission  to N orth A m erica .
The affairs o f  the C hurch involved in its ex tension  in the United S tates and C anada are assigned to 
the C om m ittee on M ission to N orth A m erica , w hose duties and authority  shall be designated  by the 
G eneral A ssem bly.

D . T he C om m ittee  on M ission to the W orld
The affairs o f  the C hurch  in the area o f w orld m issions outside o f  the U nited S tates and C anada are 
assigned to the C om m ittee on M ission to the W orld , w hose duties and authority  shall be designated  
by the G eneral A ssem bly.

E . T he Jud icia l B usiness C om m ittee
There shall be a Judicial B usiness C om m ittee com posed o f  eight m em bers d iv ided  into four classes 
o f  tw o m em bers each  serving four-year term s. Each class shall be com posed  o f  one T each ing  E lder 
and one Ruling Elder.
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T he Judicial B usiness C om m ittee shall advise  the A ssem bly  on  all constitu tional m atte rs , and 
betw een A ssem blies shall function as advisory  to the Stated C lerk  and the C om m ittee  on  A dm in
istration.
T he Subcom m ittee on Judicial B usiness shall advise the A ssem bly  on all constitu tional m atte rs , and 
betw een A ssem blies shall function  as advisory  to the Stated C lerk  and the C om m ittee  on  A dm in
istration. T he Subcom m ittee  shall not be separately  funded but adm inistra tively  w ill operate  as a 
Subcom m ittee o f  the C om m ittee  on A dm inistra tion . T he Subcom m ittee w ill m ake d irec t report to 
each  A ssem bly.

F . O th er C om m ittees
T he A ssem bly  m ay e lect o r appoin t o ther com m ittees o f e ither a perm anen t o r tem porary  charac te r 
to handle particular m atters o f  business as designated  by the A ssem bly . T he business hand led  by 
such com m ittees shall be lim ited to those m atters assigned by the A ssem bly.
The m em bership  o f o ther perm anent com m ittees, o r agencies shall be lim ited  to  the sam e 
constitu tional provisions (B C O  (4-1-12) as those o f  the perm anent com m ittees: to  w it, that those 
w ho have served fo r at least a full term , o r at least tw o years o f  a  partial term  on one o f  the 
A ssem bly ’s perm anent com m ittees, o r o th e r agencies shall not be elig ib le  fo r reelection  to  an 
A ssem bly  com m ittee  o r agency until one year has e lapsed . N om inations shall be hand led  accord ing  
to the BC O  14-2-11.
N o indiv idual shall serve on m ore than one A ssem bly  com m ittee , o r agency a to n e  tim e. E m ployees 
o f  the A ssem b ly 's  com m ittees, o r agencies are not e lig ib le  fo r office  on  an A ssem bly’s com m ittee , 
o r agency, w hich adm inisters m atters directly  re la ted  to their area  o f  em ploym ent.

G . B oards o f  A gencies
W hen it is necessary  fo r the handling o f c iv il m atters fo r the A ssem bly  to authorize  one o f its 
com m ittees, o r agencies to incorporate and to form  a board , the re la tionsh ip  o f  the board  to the 
A ssem bly  rem ains as a com m ittee , and the provisions o f  the corporation  charte r and bylaw s shall be 
in conform ity  w ith the constitu tion  o f  the C hurch .
T he rules for m em bership  and e lection  o f  these boards shall be the sam e as provided fo r in the B C O  
14-1, excep t that the num ber o f  classes and lengths o f term s m ay vary.

H . E xceptions
T he A ssem bly  has authority  to m ake excep tions to the above guidelines fo r those agencies not 
specifically  covered  by the B C O , by m aking am endm ents to  these bylaw s spelling  ou t the specific 
excep tions, as w ell as approving  corporation  bylaw s in conform ity  w ith these  exceptions. 
Section  10. Board o f  T rustees o f  the Insurance and A nnuity  Fund.
T he B oard o f Trustees o f the Insurance and A nnuity Funds o f  the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica , 
hereinafter referred  to as ’’T rustees” , shall exercise  such pow ers and conduct such business as 
delegated  to it by the G eneral A ssem bly  from  tim e to tim e. Specifically , but not in lim itation 
thereof, the Trustees shall adm in ister the A nnuity p lans, the g roup insurance p rogram s and the 
re tirem ent re lie f p rogram s o f the C orporation . N o action o f  the G eneral A ssem bly  o r the C orpo ra 
tion  shall conflic t w ith provisions o f the ' 'T ru st A greem ent for the A nnuity Funds fo r m inisters o f  
the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica ,”  and the “ T rust A greem ent for the A nnuity  Fund fo r Lay 
Em ployees o f the P resbyterian C hurch  in A m erica”  w ithout am endm ent o f  said T rust A greem ents 
as provided in the T rust A greem ents.
The Trustees w ill m ake a report to each G eneral A ssem bly  through the C om m ittee  o f  C om m is
sioners on Insurance, A nnuities and Relief.
T he  T rustees shall be ten (10) in num ber, d iv ided  into five (5) c lasses o f  tw o (2) m en each  serving 
five (5) year term s. T he G eneral A ssem bly  shall elect a t each  A ssem bly  a class o f  T rustees to begin 
service im m ediate ly  follow ing the conclusion  o f  the A ssem bly . Each m em ber o f  the T rustees m ust 
be e ither a T each ing  E lder, R uling E lder o r D eacon in the Presbyterian  C hurch  in A m erica . T he 
Trustees are not subject to the provisions o f the B C O . C hap ter 15 re la ting  to  proportionate  
representation  o f  all P resbyteries o r for equal representation  o f T eaching  and R uling Elders.

A R T IC L E  V . FISC A L  M A T T E R S.
Section  1. The fiscal year o f  the C orporation  shall be from  January  1 through D ecem ber 31 o f  each  year. 
The G eneral A ssem bly  shall annually  designate the auditors o f  the C orporation  on recom m endation  from  
the C om m ittee  on  A dm in istra tion , w hich auditing firm  shall m ake an audit o f  the financial affa irs o f  the 
C orporation  and o f  each  Perm anent C om m ittee prom ptly fo llow ing the c lose  o f each  fiscal year. The 
expenses o f  such audit shall be prorated  am ong the C orporation  and each  Perm anent C om m ittee . 
Section  2 . All funds o f  the C orporation  shall be deposited  from  tim e to  tim e to  the credit o f  the 
C orporation  in such banks, savings and loan institu tions, trust, o r o ther depositories as the Perm anent 
C om m ittees by resolu tion  m ay select.
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Section  3 . All checks, d rafts, o r o ther orders for the paym ent o f  m oney, notes, o r o ther ev idences o f 
debtedness issued in the nam e o f  the C orporation  shall be signed by such o fficer o r o fficers  o f the 
C orporation  as the C om m ittee on A dm inistration  shall designate. All checks, d rafts , o r o ther orders for 
the paym ent o f m oney, notes, o r o ther ev idences o f indebtedness issued in the nam e o f  any o f the 
Perm anent C om m ittees shall be signed by such representative o f  the C om m ittee  as the C om m ittee  by 
resolu tion  shall designate.

A R T IC L E  V I. E C C L E SIA ST IC A L  M A T T E R S.
Section  1. The ecclesiastical C onstitu tion  o f the C hurch is com posed of: the W estm inster C onfession  o f  
F aith , the L arger and  Shorter C atech ism s  as adopted by the G eneral A ssem bly  o f the Presbyterian  
C hurch  in A m erica, and the B ook o f  C hurch O rder  o f  the Presbyterian C hurch in A m erica. The 
provisions o f the C onstitu tion  shall control over any provisions o f these B ylaw s that m ay be in conflic t 
therew ith .

A R T IC L E  V II. A M E N D M E N T S T O  T H E  B Y L A W S
T hese B ylaw s m ay be am ended by a m ajority  vote at any annual o r special m eeting o f  the G eneral 
A ssem bly.
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CORRECTIONS OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

MINUTES OF THE TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

P age N o.

3 0  U nder N ortheast Presbytery the initials "N J" should be rem oved from both Balston Spa, and 
Johnstow n. Both o f these tow ns are in New York.

75 T he fo llow ing  paragraphs should read as follow s. This e rror occurred because the C lerk failed to 
see an am endm ent m ade from  the floor. It was called to his atten tion , and on checking the tape 
record ing  o f  the A ssem bly the am endm ent w as passed, thus changing these paragraphs at several 
points:
2 .0 2 .1 (3 )  T he C all to  a  Particu lar W ork.

A fter the presbytery has called , exam ined and approved a man for m issionary service as an 
o rda ined  m inister, a recom m endation for m issionary service should be sent to the M TW  
C om m ittee . T he M TW  C om m ittee , through its s taff also  m ay extend an official call to a 
particu lar w ork to the candidate follow ing his being approved for m issionary service by the 
C om m ittee . O n the basis o f  this call, the presbytery should proceed to ordain and com m ission 
the candidate.

3 .0 2 .3 (1 2 )  Issuance o f  a C all to  A pproved O rdained  C andidates.
A pproved candidates who are ordained  as teaching e lders will be issued a C all from 
p resby teries  o r from  M ission to the W orld for presentation to their respective presbyteries. 
A pproved candidates o r m issionaries w ho are ordained subsequent to acceptance by M TW  
will a lso  be issued C alls at the appropriate time.

3 .0 2 .3 (  13) O rdain ed  C andidates from  O th er D enom inations.
For a candidate  who is an ordained teaching e lder in a denom ination o ther than the Presby
terian  C hurch  in A m erica, p roper procedure dictates that the candidate m ake application for 
m em bersh ip  in a presbytery o f the PCA  and be called , exam ined and approved. He may also 
be called  by M TW . A fter the candidate has been exam ined and approved by the M TW  
C om m ittee , the staff will issue a call to a particular work. Based on this call, the presbytery 
should exam ine him  and then m ake plans to com m ission him  as a m issionary approxim ately 
three  m onths prior to his departure for the field.

100 A n om ission  occurs in the first paragraph answ ering question  3 at the top o f the page. The corrected 
T ext may be found on p. 58 o f these M inutes.

121 § 1 0 -9 5  first line " d irc to r "  should read " d ire c tio n " .
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