
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Calvin’s Seal and Motto 
 

 
 

Calvin wrote in the preface to his commentary 

on the Psalms that when he was a young man, 

perhaps around twenty-one years old, God “turned 

my course in another direction.”  By an 

unexpected or sudden conversion God subdued 

and “tamed to teachableness a mind too stubborn 

for its years.”  Calvin’s wholehearted commitment 

to God was symbolized by the seal he adopted for 

himself: a flaming heart on the palm of an 

extended open hand and the words—“My heart, I 

give you, O Lord, promptly and sincerely.”  That 

became for Calvin more than a seal, more than a 

motto; it set the direction for the rest of his life. 
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Announcing a Call for Designs 

 

 The Subcommittee for the PCA Historical Center 

is issuing a call for designers, artists and other 

interested parties to contribute their concepts for a 

logo for the Presbyterian Church in America.  This 

denomination-wide opportunity is open to all PCA 

members in good standing, regardless of age.   

 The deadline for submissions in this design contest 

will be Friday, April 10, 2009, and all submitted 

designs must be received either electronically or in 

print form at the PCA Historical Center by 5:00 PM 

on that date.  The Subcommittee will then select the 

best designs and present these to the Thirty-Seventh 

General Assembly of the PCA as it meets this June 

16-19, 2009.  The General Assembly will then 

determine whether to select one of the submitted 

designs. 

 

Contest Details: 

 Full details for the design contest will be posted at 

http://www.pcahistory.org/logo/index.html, or you 

may write to Mr. Wayne Sparkman, the director of the 

PCA Historical Center. 

 All submitted designs become the property of the 

PCA Historical Center, and will be preserved as part 

of a specific collection documenting this project.   
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